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The Basics
Wiley’s requirements for OER (5Rs):
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Retain – the right to make, own, and control
copies of the content (e.g., download, duplicate,
store, and manage)
Reuse – the right to use the content in a wide
range of ways (e.g., in a class, in a study group,
on a website, in a video)
Revise – the right to adapt, adjust, modify, or
alter the content itself (e.g., translate the content
into another language)
Remix – the right to combine the original or
revised content with other open content to create
something new (e.g., incorporate the content into
a mashup)
Redistribute – the right to share copies of the
original content, your revisions, or your remixes
with others (e.g., give a copy of the content to a
friend)

http://opencontent.org/definition/

Open licences grant permission to use
a copyright-protected work with few or
no restrictions and can allow for uses
consistent with the 5Rs.
Open licensing is a core
infrastructural element of OER.
The copyright status of a work does
not change when a standard open
licence is assigned by the rights holder
or someone licensed to do so.
Creative Commons licences are the
most common OER open licences.

licence (noun)
license (verb)
Canadian Press Caps and Spelling https://stylebooks.thecanadianpress.com/

OER Considerations
1. Assigning a Creative
Commons licence to
your OER
2. Using your published
works in an OER
3. Including works by other
people in your OER

1. Assigning a CC licence to your OER
Choose a licence that is OER
compatible.
https://creativecommons.org/choose/

Mark the work with the CC icon.
Best practice: include a statement
and link back to the licence on the
CC website.
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Marking
_your_work_with_a_CC_license
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
by Cable Green is licensed under CC-BY 4.0

Example

http://oasis.col.org/handle/11599/2659

2. Using your published works as/in an OER
What are the existing terms of your publishing agreement?
Do those terms prevent or allow you to use the work in an OER?
●
●
●
●

Copyright transfer agreement (CTA) or nominal copyright (licence to publish as restrictive as CTA)
Exclusive licence to wide range of uses by publisher
Rights retained by author or available to users (e.g., CC licence)
Rights reversion statement (less common for academic works)

Do you need to pursue rights reversion?
http://www.authorsalliance.org/resources/rights-reversion-portal/
Can you ask the publisher to assign a compatible CC licence or for permission to
use the work in an OER?

3. Including works by other people in your OER
Is the work in the public
domain?
Does the work have suitably
flexible open terms? (e.g.,
CC BY)
Do you need to request
permission to use the work?
Is it easier to create your
own images, etc.?
copyright.ualberta.ca

Finding CC licensed works
Google Advanced Search, limit by usage rights

Best practice for attributing CC licensed works
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Best_practices_for_attribution

Takeaways: Get it right the first time
1. Assign an OER-compatible Creative Commons licence (or
equivalent) to your work
2. Negotiate with publishers to retain the rights you need to
use your work in an OER BEFORE work is published
3. Find third party content with an open licence or, if needed,
ask rights holder for permission to use the work in your
OER (template language available in Resources/Forms
section of copyright.ualberta.ca)
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