
By Nachammai Raman, MONTREAL

Talk among the Sri Lankan Tamil diaspora at
the beginning of April usually centers around
the Tamil New Year that falls in the middle of
the month, but this year, two oddly different

announcements have eclipsed that attraction.
The first announcement was a simple question

of timing. The Sri Lankan government announced
recently that it would set back the clock by a half
hour to be on the same time zone as its largest
neighbour, India. This meant an end to the half hour
time difference between the Tiger controlled areas,
which stayed on the same time zone as India when
the rest of Sri Lanka made the first switch in 1996. 

Close on the heels of that announcement came the
Canadian Conservative government’s ban on the
Tigers, which would limit their fundraising for any
future war. The Tigers are now listed in Canada with
38 other terrorist groups, including Al Qaeda and
Hamas. It is illegal for any person to provide funding
for or participate in the activities of a terrorist group. 

The Tigers have been in conflict with the Sri
Lankan government since 1983. Their brutal tactics

and suicide bombings over the years have been
widely condemned. The Canadian government’s
listing came after reports last month of alleged
extortion attempts for “a war fund” by Tamil Tiger
operatives in Canada.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Peter McKay has indi-
cated the Canadian government is intent on helping
to achieve a negotiated settlement to the ethnic
problems in Sri Lanka. “The LTTE’s repeated use of
violence since signing a ceasefire agreement,” he
says, “is unacceptable and seriously calls into
question its commitment to the peace process.” 

While the Canadian government sees the move as
forcing the Tigers out of their combat fatigues to the
negotiating table with the Sri Lankan government, it
may be a little out of sync with the Tamil community
itself, who the listing is supposed to help by protect-
ing them from extortion and intimidation.

Montreal-based veteran Sri Lankan Tamil leader
V. Navaratnam insists on the futility of talks and
agreements with the Sri Lankan government. “The
Tamils can no longer trust the Sinhalese [in gov-
ernment],” he says.

The 96-year-old Navaratnam, a former member
of the Sri Lankan parliament, is the only living co-
founder of the defunct Federal Party. This political
party is credited with starting the Tamil struggle for
rights in Sri Lanka, sparked in 1956 by the Sinhalese-
only language act. Navaratnam points out how the
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By Vladimir Torres

The bodies of three Canadian citi-
zens were found dead last week in
Venezuela, shot in the head and
neck, execution style. The three

Faddoul brothers —John, 17, Kevin, 13,
and Jason, 12— had been kidnapped a
month before, on their way to school. The
body of their 30-year-old driver was also
found shot in the same way. This horren-
dous crime took place in Caracas,
Venezuela, where outbursts of public
indignation and street demonstrations

Continued on Page 7

TWO YEARS
& COUNTING
CANADA’S LARGEST
DRUG COMPANY IS
THE FIRST TO OFFER

A GENERIC HIV/AIDS
DRUG, BUT WHERE
ARE THE TAKERS?

PHOTOGRAPH BY JAKE WRIGHT, THE HILL TIMES

DIPLOMACY
THIS WEEK

What MacKay Has to Say
Foreign Affairs Minister Peter
MacKay talks about our rela-
tions with the U.S., Europe
and Mexico, as well as a little
fatherly advice.
Page 9

American Immigration
Gwynne Dyer takes a look at
the U.S.’s immigration prob-
lems and the ridiculous
myths that persist about
Mexicans and the border. 
Page 6

Tolerance, Not Terrorism
Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister
sends his Top Adviser to
Ottawa to reassure Canada of
the country’s true image. 
Page 3

Take Note, Please
More noteworthy moments
from the House of Commons
debate on Canada’s mission
in Afghanistan.
Page 4

Diary of a New Canadian
Our Staff Writer recounts
what was going through his
mind on April 6, the day he
became a Canadian citizen.
Page 11

Publications M
ail A

greem
ent #40068926

Publications M
ail A

greem
ent #40068926

The Politics
of Crime
■ A Canadian tragedy, just one more
incident in crime-ridden Caracas.

By Sarah McGregor

Nearly two years after Parliament
unanimously passed Bill C-9,
Canada’s largest pharmaceutical
company, Apotex, has become the

first to attempt to use the federal legislation
that opens the flow of affordable drugs to
the developing world to fight killer diseases
like HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. 

But skepticism is running high whether
the medicine will ever reach some of the mil-
lions of people suffering from deadly illness-
es in poor parts of the world. The most opti-
mistic projections are mid-year. But some
have a far gloomier outlook, saying the
patented drugs could be blocked at any point
during the cumbersome approval process.

“The reality is the whole legislation is so
fraught with holes and pitfalls. At every
level we can get blocked [by drug patent
holders],” says Elie Betito, a spokesperson
for Apotex, Inc. The Toronto-headquartered
company, that tallies sales of $800 million
annually, has developed a three-in-one
generic version of an antiretroviral treat-
ment for HIV/AIDS.

The triple-dose medicine was designed
at the request of Medicines Sans Frontiers 

Continued on Page 17

Canada’s Tamils Still Bank on the
Tigers Despite the Government’s Ban
■ Canada’s recent listing of the Tamil
Tigers as a forbidden terrorist group is
not enjoying a lot of popularity in the
Sri Lankan Tamil diaspora.
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Fortress Iran?

An almost 10-foot high
fence with blunt spikes has
been erected around the prop-
erty of the Iranian Embassy on
Metcalfe St. to keep out litter
— not unwelcome guests.
Charge d’Affaires Abbas
Assemi writes by email that
the barrier is meant to “keep
our grass clean. There is no
security concern; police pro-
tect us.” 

Apologize to
Ukrainians, too

The federal Conservative
Party should extend its
promise to apologize to vic-
tims of the Chinese Head Tax
to Ukrainians who were
interned at government
camps in the 20th century,
according to the Ukrainian
Canadian Congress. The
Tories made the pledge in
the Throne Speech that
opened the 39th Parliament.

Putin to Play Host
Energy security, preven-

tion of infectious diseases,
and the creation of high-quali-
ty training programs for pro-
fessionals to maintain com-
petitiveness in the global cli-
mate. These are the three top
priorities of Russian
President Vladimir Putin as
president of the Group of
Eight when he hosts the lead-
ers from industrialized
nations in St. Petersburg in
July. Ahead of the annual
meeting, Ottawa was the first
stop this week for his sherpa,
Igor Shuvalov, who met with
journalists, civil society, busi-
ness groups and government
officials, including Deputy
Minister Peter Harder. 

Second Round
Voting in Peru

Former army commander
Ollanta Humala’s name will
certainly be on the run-off bal-
lot for Peru’s presidential elec-
tion and left-leaning former
president Alan Garcia looks
to be in the second spot.
Former Canadian foreign min-
ister Lloyd Axworthy is head-
ing an OAS election mission
there, and so far there are no
public reports of major irregu-
larities in the balloting.

Free At Last
Freelance Quebec journal-

ist Frederick Lavoie, 22,
returned home to Montreal
after serving a 15-day jail sen-
tence in Minsk, Belarus along
with other people who had
been picked at an anti-govern-
ment protest. The Belarusian
government says the action
was taken because Mr. Lavoie
didn’t obtain a journalist visa
and, what’s more, his docu-
mentation had expired. 

Red Plates in Trouble
CTV’s “Whistleblower

Team” recently blew the whis-
tle on seven Ottawa diplo-
mats who were stopped for
suspected drunk driving in
2005 according to documents
the team obtained from
Foreign Affairs. This week,
Charles Bordeleau, diplomat-
ic liaison for the Ottawa
Police Service, told Embassy
that diplomats charged with
drunk driving can waive their
diplomatic immunity in court.
If they don’t, and choose
immunity, they are banned
from driving in Canada for a
year under Canadian rules.
Carlos Carrasco, Bolivia’s
Ambassador and head 
of the Ottawa Diplomats
Association, says there was a
mid-December meeting
between diplomats from 130
missions, Foreign Affairs and
the RCMP. Diplomats told
Foreign Affairs they would be
more careful to follow the
rules, but complained that
the Ottawa police made a
point of watching red plates
like a hawk, far more than
white ones. “We were satis-
fied that [following the meet-
ing] the traffic police would
not be so harsh with the red
plates,” he said.

Be Patient with Iraq

Iraqi ambassador Howar
Ziad told an audience at
Carleton University last
week that the world should
exercise patience and give
Iraqis time to select a new
prime minister. In his speech
on the current situation in
Iraq and the prospects for
the future, Mr. Ziad also
decried what he termed
biased coverage of the Iraqi
situation, but conceded that
the bickering over the forma-
tion of a new government is
not good for Iraq.

Afghan Envoy
Thankful

Following the second Take
Note debate on Canada’s role
in Afghanistan on Monday,
Afghan Ambassador Omar
Samad thanked Canadian par-
liamentarians for the strong
support they expressed for
the mission. In a statement,
Mr. Samad commended the
MPs for their “accurate read-
ing of Afghanistan’s torment-
ed history”, while lauding
efforts to strengthen security
and stability in Afghanistan.

EMBASSY
Talking Points

Corrections

(“Canadian Embassy
in Azerbaijan?” Talking
Points, April 5) Araz
Azimov is Azerbaijan’s
Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs.

(“Speaker’s chair..” April
5) The new Speaker of the
Senate is Noël A. Kinsella.

(Diplomatic Circles,
April 5) Newstead Zimba,
High Commissioner of
Zambia, presented his cre-
dentials on March 24.

The Devil Is In The Details

Parliament has finally sat — albeit it briefly
before heading into an almost two-week Easter
break. The Governor General has delivered a
short and sweet Throne Speech. Offices have all
been assigned to our new MPs and most cabi-
net staff positions have been filled.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper has even
started letting his cabinet ministers talk to the
media and several have even been allowed to
hold news conferences.

However, it looks like we will have to wait
a while longer for important information that
those who have to deal with government real-
ly need to get on with their work. 

The appointment of members to the
Commons committees that do so much of
the grunt work is not expected to be com-
pleted until the end of the month.

Meanwhile, Finance Minister Jim Flaherty
has invited people to send him their pre-budget
thoughts by email. One assumes he won’t actu-
ally be getting all these emails in his personal
inbox — and I hear the bureaucrats are not par-
ticularly thrilled about responding to a flood of
emailed suggestions from the public. One also
assumes he will not be considering all of the
submissions before drafting a budget — not
unless he plans on cancelling a spring delivery
and waiting for the summer barbecue season.

A Venezuelan in Paris
Word is that Venezuela’s Ambassador,

Jesús Arnaldo Pérez, is in the running for a
move to Paris, less than a year after arriving
in Ottawa.

His country’s current envoy to France has
officially announced his retirement, and if the
whisperings out of the Venezuelan Foreign
Ministry prove correct, then Mr. Pérez may
soon be a happy man — and not just because
it would be left to his successor here to deal
with questions surrounding the kidnapping
and murder of three young Canadian brothers
in his country.

He is a big fan of things French, and while
Ottawa offers much to a Francophile, it can’t
compete with Paris.

As Embassy reported after he arrived in
Ottawa last May 18, Mr. Pérez has spent much
of his life in France, studying, teaching and
researching geographical sciences and was
previously Venezuela’s Ambassador there from
2002-2004. He’s also served as Environment
and Natural Resources Minister and for nine
months as External Affairs Minister.

Which  “ing” Will Rule Alberta
With no debt and a annual surplus bigger

than the federal government or the other
provinces combined, Alberta is a trade magnet. 

So the question of who gets chosen to
replace Ralph Klein as its premier this fall is,
arguably, a more pressing issue than who
gets picked to lead the federal Liberals. It
might also be more exciting.

Former Alberta Treasurer Jim Dinning,
who has been biding his time in the private
sector under Mr. Klein’s watch, is seen as the
front runner and certainly has the organiza-
tion, financial backing , and credentials to
justify that claim

But he has to be worried about Preston
Manning, founder of the Reform Party (which
became the Canadian Alliance, and merged
with the Progressive Conservatives to
become the Conservative Party) who is set
out to replace King Ralph.

If a populist can get elected anywhere in
Canada, it is in Alberta, where the Tories
pick their bosses by a one-member-one-vote
procedure. Indeed, this procedure allowed
Mr. Klein, then Calgary’s  mayor, to handily
defeat the party establishment’s chosen one,
Nancy McBeth.

And if there is one person who knows as
much, if not more about organizing grass-
roots support in Alberta, it is Mr. Manning.

Mind you, you have to wonder how Prime
Minister Stephen Harper might feel about Mr.
Manning as premier. Mr. Harper was a Reform
member and MP under Mr. Manning’s leader-
ship in the 1990s, but left to head up the
Canadian Citizens’ Coalition and bide his time
to make his own leadership bid. Let’s just say
the two men don’t always see eye to eye.

Battle of the Protests, Part II
Last week we noted that the Falun Gong’s

dramatic and well-organized protest to high-
light claims of gruesome atrocities against
their followers in China got scant coverage
as Parliament resumed last week. A banner
trailed by a small aircraft protesting David
Emerson’s switch from a Liberal cabinet min-
ister to a Tory minister in the new govern-
ment got the attention.

It wasn’t all bad, however. During CTV’s
coverage of the Throne Speech from the
House of Commons, the Falun Gong protest
did get mentions. However, the group protest-
ing against Canada’s military presence in
Afghanistan was not happy at being over-
looked in the coverage.

If there were lessons learned about get-
ting attention for protests, it came from our
farmers. They want subsidies to match those
given to U.S. and European farmers, and
actually managed to prod Agriculture
Minister Chuck Strahl to offer some partial
help in response.

The lessons: be big, be noisy and bring
lots of tractors. 

Sean Durkan is a political commentator and
communications consultant and is retained by
Association house as Vice President, Media. 

sdurkan@associationhouse.com
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The Ashbury Lecture Thursday,
April 20, 2006

7:30 p.m.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

Great Hall
Ashbury College

362 Mariposa Avenue
(Main Entrance)

Parking available off
Springfield Road.Advance tickets:

$30 adults • $15 Students • $35 at the door
Seating is limited.

www.ashbury.on.ca

The Ashbury College Guild presents

Globalization: 

When the bottom line isn’t enough

Stephen Lewis
Companion of the Order of Canada

UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa

Senior Advisor to the Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University
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By Sarah McGregor

Twenty-four hours. That was the short
time Reaz Rahman, the top adviser to
Bangladesh’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Morshed Khan, had in Ottawa

last week to recast the image of Bangladesh
from a destitute hinterland that breeds radi-
cal Islamic fundamentalism to an open-mind-
ed country whipping its economy into shape.

An hour after his almost daylong flight
from Dhaka landed in Ottawa, Mr. Rahman
delivered his salesman-like pitch before an
intimate evening dinner gathering of Canadian
decision-makers. Around the supper table
was Deepak Obhrai, the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs;
Liberal MP Byron Wilfert; and David Malone,
Assistant Deputy Minister for Global Issues at
Foreign Affairs Canada, and other guests at
the home of Bangladesh’s High Commissioner
to Canada, Rafiq Khan and his wife Juyena. 

Mr. Rahman got right to the point.
“Bangladesh is often thought of as the picture
of poverty [and] as a hotbed for breeding ter-
rorism,” he says. “I’m here to sell the real image
of Bangladesh — moderation and tolerance.” 

In an interview, Mr. Rahman says the gov-
ernment has weakened the hand of the
Islamic insurgency with the arrest of suspect-
ed leaders of militant groups. He complains
that the country’s Muslim majority gets a

poor reputation from the few bad apples that
promote hatred. Islamic groups claimed
responsibility for a wave of bombings last
year. Lesser known is that there’s been an
escalation in intimidation, threats and violent
attacks on NGOs, women’s organizations and
minorities who speak against growing terror-
ism, says Elliott Tepper, a political science
professor at Carleton University in Ottawa,
who attended the dinner.

“The fundamental change [in Bangladesh]
in the last decades is that Islamists are becom-
ing increasingly well organized and there is a
weakening of civil society; it’s less vibrant and
quieter,” says Mr. Tepper. He says a reassurance
to Canadian officials that Bangladesh stands
against terrorism will be a welcome message.
“The apparent rise of Islamic underground
activities has become visible to friendly foreign
countries including Canada, which is of course
a concern for the government of the day,” he
says. “It is logical they would send an able
diplomat to attempt to ease those concerns.”

Bangladesh is one of the largest recipi-
ents of Canadian official development assis-
tance as one of its 25 countries of focus. The
program is expected to scale up to between
$60-70 million in 2007-08. 

By and large, Mr. Rahman says the model
of democracy introduced by the United
Kingdom is going strong in Bangladesh, a
country that embraces tolerance.

In terms of tackling poverty, Mr. Rahman
reports that for the first time in 20 years of
stagnant five-per cent annual growth,
Bangladesh’s gross domestic product is
expected to increase 6.5 per cent in 2005-06.
The country remains massively over-populat-
ed with 140 million citizens, the world’s most
densely packed nation. Bangladesh is also
among the poorest countries, with one-third of
its population extremely impoverished.  

The promotion of family planning and birth
control have curbed the birth rate to just 2 per
cent growth annually. “It was taboo to say ‘con-
dom’ and ‘sex’ 20 years ago,” says Mr. Rahman.

On another challenge, the disaster-prone
South Asian country faces frequent cyclones
and floods. Mr. Rahman says the government
has been successful in mounting mitigation
strategies to prevent wide-scale tragedy seen
elsewhere in developing nations. Although in
2004, record flooding killed as many as 800
people. “Today we don’t ask for [internation-
al] relief,” he says. 

No talk of progress could ignore the major
problems of corruption with Bangladesh reg-
ularly on the bottom rungs of Transparency
International’s annual corruption index. Mr.

Rahman acknowledges that top public ser-
vants earn $300 a month and police officers
only $50, less than they did many years ago,
which makes “institutionalized corruption”
difficult to root out. However, he says law and
order is bolstered through a modern legal
system and strong constitution.

On another positive note, the government
is in active pursuit of gender equity, says Mr.
Rahman, noting representation by the female
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia. The constitution
reserves 45 per cent of Parliamentary seats
for women. Bangladeshis go to the
Parliamentary polls in January 2007.

Mr. Obhrai, a Conservative MP, says
Canada is an ally of Bangladesh.

sarah@embassymag.ca

Bangladesh Reassures Canada of Its Anti-terrorist Stance
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Nobel Prize-winning economist Amartya Sen shares inspiring insights from his new

book, Identity and Violence: The Illusion of Destiny. Be there April 12, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

at the National Gallery of Canada, 380 Sussex Drive, Ottawa.

Sorry, seats are no longer available—but you can view a video of Dr. Sen’s lecture

by going to www.idrc.ca/speakerseries after April 19. Be sure to reserve your tickets

early for the next lecture in the IDRC Speaker Series.

The IDRC Speaker Series features provocative presentations on issues of social justice
and international development from speakers with worldwide reputations in their fields. It is sponsored
by Canada’s International Development Research Centre (IDRC).  www.idrc.ca

AMARTYA SEN WON THE NOBEL PRIZE FOR HIS 

PROVOCATIVE INSIGHTS INTO ENDING POVERTY.

Sorry—SOLD OUT

■ Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister
sends his top adviser to Ottawa with
the short but important mission of
selling his country’s real image —
one of tolerance and  economic
growth — but acknowledges corrup-
tion is hard to root out.

Reaz Rahman, Top Adviser to Bangladesh’s Minister of Foreign Affairs; Deepak Obhrai, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs; and Rafiq Khan, High Commissioner of Bangladesh to Canada
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After repeated calls for a debate on the
Canadian mission in Afghanistan,
another ‘Take Note’ debate was held
in the House on April 10. It started at

6:15 p.m and ended at 11:17 p.m. In those five
hours, MPs had the opportunity to field all the
questions they had about the mission. Despite
some slight disagreements, MPs unanimously
stood behind the mission. Here are some
excerpts from that debate.

Why We Are in Afghanistan
Gordon O’Connor, Defence Minister

“Let me summarize. Our Canadian Forces
are in Afghanistan because it is in our national
interest, because we have the responsibility to
take a leadership role in world affairs and
because Afghans need us and want us to help
them. Our troops are well trained, well com-
manded, well equipped and empowered with
robust rules of engagement and legal authority.”

Mission Becomes NATO’s in June
Bill Graham, Leader of the Opposition

“There has been a lot of comment in the
press about the fact that this mission is coali-
tion-led, that this is an American mission we
are participating in, not a NATO mission. Is it
not correct that in June of this year this will
become a NATO mission? The Afghan govern-
ment wished this to be a NATO mission and
Canada, by taking the lead in this mission with
our Dutch and British colleagues, is enabling
the very thing which the critics of the mission
ignore; that is a transfer from being a coalition
American mission to a NATO mission.” 

Dawn Black, NDP Defence Critic
“Mr. Speaker, in the take note debate held

in the House in November, Members of
Parliament and Canadians were assured that
this was a NATO-led mission and that it
would be a multinational mission. We know
that at this time it is not. We are operating
under Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Of course we support the women and men
in our armed forces, and we believe the best
way to demonstrate that support is to ask the
serious questions that need to be asked about
this mission. Why have the Dutch delayed
their deployment to Kandahar? Why are we
not operating now, as we were told we would
be, under a NATO-led multinational mission in
Afghanistan, in Kandahar province?”

What Happens to Prisoners of War?
Claude Bachand, Bloc Defence Critic

“As members of the opposition, we have a
specific role to play. No military mission is per-
fect. Our role is to suggest ways to improve the
mission and ensure that it is being carried out
appropriately. To that end, I have a few ques-
tions for the minister. Among other things, I

would like him to reassure us that Canadian
military personnel will in no way cooperate
with the use of weapons such as cluster
bombs and anti-personnel mines, which are
against certain treaties signed by Canada. 

I would also like to hear what he has to
say about prisoners. I am aware of the agree-
ment on the transfer of prisoners. There is
currently nothing to prevent the Afghan gov-
ernment from turning prisoners transferred
to it over to the Americans. Does the minister
agree that we must have a clearer policy on
the transfer of prisoners?”

Gordon O’Connor, Defence Minister
“With respect to mines, the Canadian

Forces do not have any anti-personnel mines.
They are operating in accordance with the
treaty that was signed by Canada a number of
years ago. With respect to prisoners, it is pos-
sible that the Afghan government could trans-
fer a prisoner to a third party, if I understand it,
but the government has to report that to the
Red Cross or the Red Crescent, whatever the
appropriate organization is. Apparently there
are about 1,200 members of the Red Cross or
Red Crescent in Afghanistan and they will be
tracking prisoners. Afghanis are being captured
in Afghanistan and that is their country so it is
highly unlikely that they would be transferred
to anybody else. If they were, the Red Cross
would follow the individuals.”

In For the Long Haul
Ujjal Dosanjh, Liberal Defence Critic

“It is important that if this mission needs
to be extended, we must have a full and open
debate in the House and across the country.
Canadians currently are divided on this mis-
sion. They are divided clearly right down the
middle. They are looking for leadership from
this chamber and from the minister, from the
Prime Minister, and from all of us. It is impor-
tant for us to engage them in a dialogue on
this very important issue. 

It would be premature for me to set down
what those stated goals ought to be as an
opposition critic standing here tonight.
However, it is important for the government
to ensure that we have a yardstick by which
we can measure our progress and move on if
we need to beyond 2007.”

Parties United on Mission
Claude Bachand, Bloc Defence Critic

“As I see it, we are showing no indecision
here, this evening. We will not let the Taliban
return to power and tell 5 million children
there are no more schools, tell girls they
have no right to go to school. We will not
allow the growing of poppies and the manu-
facture of heroin to continue.”

–compiled by Brian Adeba

MPs Get Second Chance
to Debate Afghan Mission
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May 1 to
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Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott, Liberal MPs Irwin Cotler and Keith Martin were some of the
Members of Parliament who spoke out against the ongoing violence in Darfur, Sudan last week.

By Brian Adeba 

As pressure mounts on the internation-
al community to send a more robust
peace-keeping mission to Sudan’s
Darfur province, Embassy has learned

that Senator Romeo Dallaire has been asked
by the Joint Forces Staff College in Norfolk,
Virginia to develop an operations plan for a
Darfur-like mission. The plan will be offered to
NATO for its perusal, but it’s a long way from
being anything concrete, says David Hyman,
press secretary for Sen. Dallaire.

“But it’s not a UN mission, it’s not an
American mission, it’s just a plan by a bunch
of students,” says Mr. Hyman, who also added
that Sen. Dallaire was chosen to look at the
plan because of his experience in Rwanda,
where he served as commander of the ill-
equipped UN force in the lead-up to the 1994
Rwandan genocide. Sen. Dallaire is expected
to review the plan at the end of May.

The JFSC, part of the National Defense

University in the U.S., is made up of four
schools. According to a statement on its
website, the college “educates and accultur-
ates joint and multinational warfighters to
plan and lead at the operational level.”

Meanwhile, MPs from all parties, includ-
ing representatives from activist groups,
gathered for a press conference on
Parliament Hill last week to decry the ongo-
ing killings in Darfur. They called on the
Sudanese government to stop the atrocities
and also asked for a transition from the
African Union to a UN peacekeeping force to
take charge immediately, and not in six
months’ time as is the current plan.   “I think
it’s long overdue,” says Conservative MP
Maurice Vellacott. “It’s a pretty horrific situ-
ation when you see the genocidal kind of
killings, rapes and murders and so on that
have gone on there for far too long,” he
says. Max Kelly from STAND Canada
explained that since the AU forces where ill-
equipped, Canada should take real steps in
the region, adding that the future of the
North-South Sudan peace agreement is at
risk. Tory MP  James Lunney and Liberal MP
Bryon Wilfert agreed in saying that Canada
can’t act alone, but need to work with the
UN leadership and command structure. 

–with files from Christina Leadlay 
brian@embassymag.ca

Pressure Mounts on UN
Mission to Darfur
■ Senator Romeo Dallaire has been
asked to review an operations plan for
a Darfur-like mission, while MPs gath-
er to sound the alarm on the continu-
ing violence in southern Sudan.

Through community resistance movements
and in the courts, they’ve fought and lost

against Canadian extraction companies whose
activities destroy nature and violate human
rights. Environmental activists from Mexico
(Ana Maria Alvarado Garcia), Colombia (Rafael
Epiayu), Ghana (Abdulai Darimani) and South
Africa (Thabo Madihlabai) were in Ottawa to
get the ear of senior staff members, including
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
International Trade, Helena Guergis; the Deputy

Minister of Natural Resources Canada, Richard
Fadden; Foreign Affairs officials, and Trade
Critics from the opposition parties. The group,
led by KAIROS, is asking the federal govern-
ment for invitations and a travel budget so rep-
resentatives from developing countries can
participate in five national roundtables this
year on the mining industry. The groups are
also increasing pressure for federal legislation
to govern the operations of Canadian extraction
companies working overseas. —S. McGregor

Fighting Canadian
Extraction Firms
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In an age of Tamiflu and anti-bacterial
lotions, it’s hard to put much stock in
Louis Brandeis’ famous aphorism that
“sunlight is the best disinfectant.”
But, the former U.S. Supreme Court

Justice was talking about the operation of
governments, rather than matters of public
health, so his words still have a ring of
truth to them, almost a century later.

While Canada’s new government has
been castigated for its heavy-handed mes-
sage-control, the recent Throne Speech
offered one possible ray of sunlight.

It wasn’t Prime Minister Stephen
Harper’s much-advertised “ethics and
accountability package” which set my
heart aflutter, so much as the new promise
to put “significant international treaties” to
a parliamentary vote. 

Sadly, the Throne Speech didn’t elabo-
rate on which international treaties the
government views to be “significant”. But,
I’ve got some suggestions.

You could start with economic treaties.
Not those being negotiated at the much-
maligned World Trade Organization, but
those which are being conducted much
more quietly at the bilateral level.

It is a fact of life that trade and econom-
ic agreements no longer concern them-
selves merely with border issues — tariffs,
duties and the like — but that they may
dictate what sort of regulations and poli-
cies may be introduced in domestic areas
like telecommunications, banking, insur-
ance, public utilities, and even health and
education.

In this way, international agreements
can operate rather like our own Charter of
Rights — placing brakes and limits on the
actions of elected officials. So, it seems
only fitting that those elected officials
would be given some say before signing
onto such agreements in the first place.

At this very moment, it should be
noted that Canada is involved in treaty
negotiations with the two rising powers of
the 21st century: China and India. Yet,
under our current system, ordinary par-
liamentarians — much less the Canadian
public — won’t even get a peek at the eco-
nomic deals which are concluded until
those agreements have been signed,
sealed and delivered.

Yet, the treaties with China and India
could set rules for foreign ownership in
sensitive sectors of our economy, and

impose new restrictions on government
officials at the federal, provincial, and
local level, in areas like environmental
regulation and land-use and planning.

To date, the China negotiations (as well
as those with India) have been conducted
from behind a Great Wall of Secrecy. 

But after last week’s Throne Speech, I’ll
be eagerly waiting to hear that the Harper
government plans to subject such highly
significant international treaties to more
thorough parliamentary scrutiny.

Certainly, any move to have Parliament
examine and debate international treaties
can only be a boon for democracy. If agree-
ments aren’t scrutinized by elected offi-
cials, they have a funny way of blowing up
in the faces of future governments.

When the Romanow Commission on
the Future of Canadian Health Care issued
its final report in 2002, one of its recom-
mendations was for governments to pay
closer attention to the terms of interna-
tional trade and economic agreements. It
seemed a rather obscure suggestion, until
you realized that such agreements can
bind the hands of future governments
when it comes to creating new public pro-
grammes such as dental care or prescrip-
tion drug plans.

Indeed, the Romanow Commission
heard evidence that our own Medicare pro-
gram might never have come into being in
the 1960s, if Canada had had to reckon
with the many constraints posed by the
various international trade and economic
treaties which have been concluded in
more recent times.

The government of New Brunswick got
its own crash-course in international trade
law, when Premier Bernard Lord studied
proposals for a public auto insurance pro-
gram, to replace the existing system of
over-priced private insurance offerings.

A legal opinion from the law firm
McCarthy Tetrault in 2003 urged Premier
Lord to read the terms of the international
trade agreements to which Canada is a sig-
natory. As the lawyers warned, these
agreements would have things to say about

any attempt by the New Brunswick
Legislature to bring in a public insurance
scheme.

Half a world away, the South African gov-
ernment is waking up to the uncomfortable
reality that international economic agree-
ments signed immediately after the end of
Apartheid may impose unforeseen obsta-
cles to the government’s plans for Black
Economic Empowerment: a country-wide
system of affirmative action and employ-
ment equity designed to give a leg up to the
previously disadvantaged.

A South African trade official I inter-
viewed for a forthcoming research report
told me that the country’s politicians had
no grasp of the treaties that were signed
during the mid-1990s. Few of these agree-

ments were even put to a vote before the
Parliament, and no one appears to have
dreamt that the treaties could complicate
— or even prohibit — domestic social jus-

tice policies.
Despite such cautionary tales, one of

the happier consequences of the so-called
anti-globalization movement has been a
renewed recognition that international
agreements can bind the hands of domes-
tic politicians in unexpected ways. And
from time to time, elected officials have
made it their mission to force prime minis-
ters and presidents to be more forthcom-
ing about the details of economic negotia-
tions, and to subject proposed agreements
to greater public scrutiny and debate,
prior to signing on the dotted line.

Backbenchers looking for a meaningful
role to play in Canada’s 39th Parliament
might want to test the new prime minister
at his word, and to inquire whether he will
be sharing with Parliament the details of
new economic treaties with China and
India prior to their becoming the law of
the land. 

Parliamentarians could find themselves
with a lot of heavy (and boring) reading to
do over the coming months. But, by taking
the time to study and debate the terms of
international treaties before they are
adopted, elected officials might end up
doing themselves —not to mention the
country— a huge favour.

Luke Eric Peterson is an Ottawa-based
writer and policy analyst on international
affairs. He writes a bi-weekly column for
Embassy.

editor@embassymag.ca

Breaking Down the Great Wall of Secrecy

Wednesday, April 12, 2006 EMBASSY 5

        The Best Deal in Toronto 
 

From just  

$129.00*per night 

Stay at Toronto’s newest Luxury All Suite hotel 
 

  For more information visit us at www.onekingwest.com 
            or call toll free at 1-866-470-KING (5464) 
 

  Ask about our Lord of the Rings package! 
 

              The Suites at 1 King West 
           1 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1A1 
 
 
*Rates are subject to availability , based on double occupancy, and valid  on studio suites only. Premiums apply to  upgraded suites  

ANALYSIS

Luke Eric
PETERSON

International agreements can operate rather 
like our own Charter of Rights — placing brakes 

and limits on the actions of elected officials.
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Two things about American immi-
gration are different. One is that
the United States is the only large
First World country that has a

long land border with a Third World coun-
try.  The other is that only the United
States, amongst developed countries, pos-
sesses a politically powerful domestic
lobby that actively wants a large, steady
flow of unskilled immigrants, preferably
illegal ones. Taken together, these two
oddities explain why immigration in
America is such an explosive topic, and
why Congress is unable to pass any new
law regulating the flow.

The collapse last Friday of bipartisan
negotiations in the Senate on a new immi-
gration bill probably marks an end for this
year of the attempt to impose some order
on what many Americans see as out-of-con-
trol illegal immigration.  What split both
parties and ultimately doomed the law were
President George W. Bush’s proposals for
an amnesty for nine million of the estimated
11 million illegal immigrants already in the
United States, and a new programme to
admit an extra 400,000 temporary “guest
workers” every year.

The House of Representatives recently
passed a much tougher law involving seri-
ous penalties for employers who hire illegal
immigrants and the construction of a 700-
mile (1,100-km) fence along much of the
Mexican border, but with Congress now in
recess for two weeks, that is probably dead
too. There is probably neither the time nor
the political will for the Senate to have
another go at the issue before the elections
that are due this November.

What this is all about is Mexicans. The
United States, contrary to local belief, does
not have a particularly high proportion of
recent immigrants compared to other
industrialized countries. No more than one
person in eight is foreign-born in the U.S.,
considerably less than in neighbouring
Canada (where the ratio is one in five) and
not much more than in large European
countries like Germany, France or Britain.
But nowhere else has so many illegal immi-
grants, nor so many who are unskilled
workers,  nor such a high share from a sin-
gle country.

Mexican nationals make up the great
majority of the “undocumented workers”
(illegal immigrants) in the U.S. economy.
Their large numbers and high visibility give
rise to paranoid fears among some longer
established Americans that the United
States is becoming a de facto bilingual coun-
try. They also stir a wider concern that this
large and vulnerable work-force of illegal
immigrants is deliberately maintained by
employers as a way of keeping the wages of
unskilled workers down.

The language issue is largely a red her-
ring: most newly arrived Hispanic families
have become fluent in English by the sec-
ond generation, just as previous waves of
immigrants did before them.  But the argu-
ment that illegal immigrants take jobs away
from many equally unskilled native-born
Americans, and drive wages down for the
rest, has never been convincingly refuted,
even though it remains politically incorrect.

It’s not that native-born American
high-school drop-outs “won’t do those
jobs.”  They just won’t do them for five or
eight dollars an hour — or at least, a lot
of them won’t.  Many poor Americans
simply have no choice, however, and end
up working long hours in miserable jobs
for half the money that an unskilled
French or German worker would earn for
doing the same work.

Illegal immigrants are not a majority of
the workers in most of the fields where
they find jobs; unskilled Americans are.
(The only job in which there are almost
no native-born Americans is seasonal agri-
cultural stoop labour.)  Professors George
Borjas and Lawrence Katz of the National
Bureau of Economic Research recently cal-
culated that the real wages of U.S. high-
school dropouts would have ended up
eight percent higher in 1980-2000 if
unskilled (and mostly illegal) Mexican
workers had been kept out, even if higher-
skilled immigration had continued at the
existing rate.

One of the most ridiculous myths of
American political discourse is the argu-
ment that the U.S.-Mexican frontier is too
long to police effectively and humanely.
Here is a country that has landed people on
the Moon, and that currently maintains an
army of 140,000 soldiers in a hostile coun-
try halfway around the planet, claiming that
it cannot build and maintain a decent fence
along the Mexican border. Instead, we have
been treated to a 30-year political charade
in which little bits of fence are built in the
traditional urban crossing places, thus forc-
ing illegal Mexican immigrants out into the
desert where many of them die —but
enough still get through to keep America’s
low-wage industries fully manned.

Living right next to Mexico, a country
where a large proportion of the population
lives in Third-World conditions, does create
a special immigration problem for the
United States, but it is far from insoluble.  It
has only remained unsolved for decades
because powerful economic interests in the
United States, with great influence over
Congress, do not want it solved.  

All the other business that has been so
earnestly debated in recent week in the
United States Senate — quotas for guest-
workers, amnesties for long-resident illegal
immigrants, and so on — is just the politi-
cal cover that is needed to keep illegal
immigrant labour plentiful and unskilled
wages low.

editor@embassymag.ca
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EDITORIAL

NOT A PARTISAN ISSUE
Kyoto Targets Are Only a First, But Necessary, Step

Alberta will face unprecedent-
ed water shortages in the
coming years due to declin-
ing river flows, the Canadian

Press reported last month.
The causes: a combination of cli-

mate change and rapidly increasing
water use, particularly for processing
of the oil sands. Just as we were
warned in the1970s, the consequences
of an unrestrained fossil fuel economy
are now fully upon us, and making
headlines on an almost daily basis.

Even former skeptics in the sci-
ence community are now in agree-
ment that the Earth is warming at an
alarming rate due to the effects of
man-made greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and it’s noteworthy that one of
the latest stories of environmental
damage comes from Alberta, the
heartland of Canada’s new govern-
ment. With even U.S. President
George W. Bush admitting that his
country is “addicted to oil”, discus-
sions about the effects of this “addic-
tion” are no longer the domain of
partisan politics.

While the Liberals were quick to
point out their support for Kyoto, it
was embarrassing to witness former
prime minister Paul Martin chiding
the U.S. for not supporting the treaty,
while Canada’s actual greenhouse

emissions are rising at far greater
rates than those of the U.S.

With the election behind them and
now sitting on the government side of
the house for the first time in over a
decade, the Conservative party
should take a stand which involves not
more talk, but concrete results. The
Kyoto targets are considered by cli-
mate experts to be only the first steps
that are required to actually reverse
the Earth’s warming trend. But instead
we are hearing that theses targets are
“unrealistic”. Our hope is that a “made
in Canada” solution will be created
which exceeds expectations instead of
lowering them.

Canada’s current economic pros-
perity is tightly linked to the extrac-
tion and burning of fossil fuels, and
as one of the largest per-capita ener-
gy users in the world, Canadians and
the world community should expect,
and demand more of us.

While the Earth has seen in its
long history great swings in climate
due to natural causes, the human
community of 6.5 billion lives that
now call it home is far more fragile.
By abdicating our responsibilities
today, we commit our children to a
future in a world likely to be far less
hospitable than the one we have
enjoyed, and abused.

NOT FAR FROM A NEW FIRE
A Risk-Taking U.S. Journalist Catches the Scent

Where there’s smoke there’s
Seymour. That is, Seymour Hersh

the Pulitzer-winning investigative jour-
nalist whose New Yorker magazine
report this week identified a tug-of-war
between the U.S. military Joint Chiefs
of Staff and the Bush White House. 

He says that the generals have
quietly told the White House that if it
doesn’t remove the nuclear weapons
option from the Iran attack plan,
some of them will resign. Mr. Hirsh
predicts the generals will win, but in
describing the high-level disagree-

ment he unearths an increasingly
darker future for an already hemor-
rhaging Middle East. 

The White House says he’s full of
it. True enough, the risk-taking Hersh
has been known to make a mistake or
two in order to open an important
door to a bigger issue. But he can be
trusted on the kind of broad strokes
that have included the My Lai mas-
sacre in Viet Nam and the Abu Ghraib
prison scandal. 

When Sy Hersh smells smoke, we
are not far from a new fire. Quote of the Week: “Invade Where?”

“This is not like planning to invade Quebec.” –Washington think tank Iran expert Patrick Clawson,
quoted by Seymour Hersh in the New Yorker magazine.



Venezuela’s Violence is Widespread and Boundless
ANALYSIS

ensued in the following days.
Meanwhile, the tragic killings of Domenico

and Annunziata Ianiero in Cancun, Mexico, cap-
tured the Canadian media and public’s atten-
tion through a combination of elements worthy
of an Agatha Christie book: a murder mystery in
exotic setting, other Canadian tourists fingered
as suspects, local police apparently botches
investigation, etc. Canadian officials reacted
almost immediately, expressing their concerns
and calling for a swift and thorough investiga-
tion; and the issue —still unresolved— has
been discussed at the highest level. 

In contrast to the Cancun tragedy, the
Faddoul killings are not an isolated occur-
rence, but rather expose the exponential
growth in Venezuelan crime rates and have
much wider political implications. Yet, so far,
the only official Canadian reaction has been
the words of Foreign Affairs Minister Peter
MacKay, expressing that “this has been a ter-
rible, stressful time” for the Faddoul family,
“and now to receive this news is a tragedy in
the extreme;” and indicating the govern-
ment’s support for Venezuelan authorities in
their efforts to apprehend the perpetrators.

This reaction —or lack there of—is also in
sharp contrast to that of Italy’s foreign min-
ister, following the kidnapping and assassi-
nation of the Italian-born business man, 74-
year-old Filippo Sindoni, only a few days
before. The Italian minister demanded
actions from Venezuela to try to stop the kid-
nappings of Italians in the country.

Facing evidence of police involvement in
the killings, the Venezuelan government’s
reaction has been to criticise the local
media, accusing them of “politicising the
crime,” and threatening sanctions against
them. So, what makes these killings a politi-
cal issue? First and foremost, it is the State’s
responsibility to protect the most fundamen-
tal of all human rights, the right to life.  

According to UNESCO, Venezuela is
ranked first in the world in terms of deaths
by firearms. Murders are the third cause of
death overall in Venezuela, and the first
cause of death among adult males. By 2005,
the increase in the murder rate was 301.76
per cent relative to 1998’s rate. Last year, the
homicide rate in Caracas was 154 per 100,000
inhabitants. To put that figure in perspective,
Detroit and Washington D.C., the two cities
that have alternated as the U.S.’s worst over
the last few years, have never reached a rate
over 46 homicides per 100,000 people. The
Canadian rate, for 2004, was 2 per 100,000. 

But this is also a political issue because
Venezuela is a country where the State bears
more than a little responsibility for estab-
lishing the conditions that have cheapened
the value of its citizens’ lives. The crime sta-
tistics are the inevitable result of a climate of
violence instigated and promoted by the
Chavez regime. Seven years of government
actions, from the creation of an armed militia
of supporters and the announced distribu-
tion of police firearms to “community base
organisations” by the Mayor of Caracas, to
the replacement of 80 per cent of the coun-

try’s judges with Chavez loyalists and the
expulsion of the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Agency’s officials from Venezuela, have con-
tributed to creating the current situation.

Violence in Venezuela cannot be pinned on
a social sector, attributed to crime alone, or
explained solely as politically, racially or class
motivated. Violence is widespread and indis-
criminate, affecting all social sectors. The pro-
liferation of firearms is a vicious cycle of more
being purchased as protection against the
insecurity that increased arms on the street
generate. The corruption that permeates
every single governmental institution con-
tributes to the impunity on the streets, partic-
ularly that of the armed pro-Chavez militias.

Deputised to defend the revolution, these
militias harass and intimidate opposition
members, and have free reign to control
neighbourhoods with the acquiescence of
the law enforcement authorities. They are
easily identifiable as they ride on unmarked
motorcycles, mostly in twos, openly display-
ing their guns. A photographer of one of
Caracas’ daily newspapers, on his way to
cover one of last week’s demonstrations, was
shot point blank by one of these individuals.
Before dying, he captured a photograph of
his assassin driving away from the scene. 

In another incident, on April 7, a gang of
these “Chavista” motorcyclists attacked the
convoy of U.S. Ambassador to Venezuela,
William Brownfield, kicking and pounding his
car and pelting it with tomatoes and eggs. The
U.S. Under Secretary of State, Nicholas Burns,
responded by accusing government officials of

the City of Caracas of complicity, and
announcing severe diplomatic consequences
if such an incident were to happen again.
Chavez described the incident as “a provoca-
tion by the ambassador.” The ambassador had
been handing out baseball equipment at a
neighbourhood ballpark. Speaking at his week-
ly national television and radio show, Alo
Presidente, Chavez told the ambassador, “If
you continue provoking us, go pack your bags
because I’m going to throw you out of here.” 

Police corruption translates into guns being
sold or rented to civilians, crime cover ups,
summary executions in real or staged
exchanges with criminals (the official figure for
deaths “resisting the authorities” was 373 last
year, in Caracas alone), and in the direct par-
ticipation in criminal enterprises such as kid-
nappings. Both the kidnapping of the Italian-
born businessman, and the Faddoul brothers
took place at bogus road checkpoints, as their
cars were stopped by uniformed police.

Three Canadian lives have just been added
to the tally of Caracas victims. Although
alleged culprits —or scapegoats, according to
some Venezuelan sources— have been appre-
hended and paraded by the local authorities,
the Canadian government should have con-
demned the killings in unequivocal terms and
demanded a full investigation, if only to high-
light to the international community, the
human rights abuses and the depreciation of
human life in Venezuela.

Vladimir Torres is an Ottawa-based Latin
American affairs analyst. 

editor@embassymag.ca

Some of the assertions made by Susan Korah in her
letter “Taiwan is not a piece of political theatre”

(Letters, April 5) call for our immediate response.
For one thing, there is only one China in the world.

Both the mainland and Taiwan belong to that one
China. Despite Ms. Korah’s claim to the contrary, all
the facts and laws about Taiwan prove that Taiwan has
been an inalienable part of Chinese territory. It’s true
that Taiwan was under Japanese rule from 1898 to
1945 as a result of the unequal Treaty of Shimonoseki
which Japan forced the Qing government to sign
through a war of aggression. But the Chinese govern-
ment of the time recovered and resumed the exercise
of sovereignty over Taiwan in 1945 according to the
Cairo Declaration (1943) and the Potsdam
Proclamation (1945).

When the People’s Republic of China (PRC) was
founded in 1949, it replaced the government of the
Republic of China (ROC) to become the only legal gov-
ernment representing the whole of China. This is a
replacement of the old regime by a new one in a situa-
tion where international laws have not changed and
China’s sovereignty and inherent territory have not
changed. The government of the PRC naturally should
fully enjoy and exercise China’s sovereignty, including
its sovereignty over Taiwan. This one-China principle
has gradually been accepted by the international com-
munity at large. 

In Oct. 1971, the United Nations General Assembly
adopted Resolution 2758 at its 26th session, restoring
the seat and all the lawful rights of the government of
the PRC in the United Nations. Until now, more than
165 countries, including Canada, recognize the PRC
whereas only two dozen or so recognize the ROC. 

Although the mainland and Taiwan are not yet
reunified, the fact that the two sides belong to one
and the same China has remained unchanged since
1949. This is the status quo of cross-straits relation-
ship. This is not only our stand, but also what can
be found in the existing regulations and documents
in Taiwan. Noting that the people across the straits
desire peace and stability and only peaceful reunifi-
cation can best serve the interests of both sides, the
Chinese government, over the years, has spared no

efforts to pursue peaceful reunification. 
Peaceful reunification does not mean one side

“annexes” or “swallows” the other, but that the two
sides confer on reunification through consultations and
negotiations on an equal footing. Given this stance, the
Chinese government has done all it can to improve and
develop cross-straits relationships. At present, eco-
nomic relations and trade are expanding and people-to-
people contacts are frequent and fruitful. Farm pro-
duce from Taiwan has also gained access to the main-
land market. Last year, the leaders of all three main
opposition parties in Taiwan visited the mainland. 

However, much to our regret, Chen Shui-bian, for
his own political gains, has obstinately stuck to the
pursuit of “Taiwan independence” and time and
again tried to provoke confrontation both in Taiwan
and across the Taiwan Straits at the expense of the
welfare of the people in Taiwan. He has not only
refused to recognize the “1992 Consensus”, but also
reneged on his “five-no’s” commitment. On Feb. 27
this year, he went so far as to cease the function of
the “National Unification Council ” and the applica-
tion of the “National Unification Guidelines,” in total
disregard of the strong opposition of the Chinese
people on both sides of the Taiwan Straits and the
condemnation from the international community. 

The Chinese government will continue to imple-
ment its policy of “peaceful reunification and one
country, two systems” towards Taiwan. We will con-
tinue to promote people-to-people contacts and eco-
nomic and cultural exchanges across the Taiwan
Straits and facilitate progress in establishing “three
direct links” between the two sides of the straits. We
will continue to exert our utmost to work with
Taiwan compatriots to uphold and promote the
peaceful and stable development of cross-straits rela-
tions and achieve peaceful reunification. However, we
will never tolerate secession in the name of “Taiwan
independence” or allow the secessionist elements for
“Taiwan independence” to split Taiwan from China
under any name or by any means. 

ZUO WENXING
Spokesperson,

Chinese Embassy in Canada
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The One-China Policy Is the Status Quo Redeeming Behaviour
We, the Haitian people, are very disappointed with the Canadian gov-

ernment by the way it helped to overthrow President Aristide from
power, when we voted for him by more than 85 per cent (Re: “Canada’s
Bittersweet Role in Haiti” Talking Points, April 5). We know how the
Canadian people have always been helpful to the people in Haiti and we
cannot believe that. The Canadian government must make a correction to
help the democracy in Haiti in a right way, becoming very helpful in by
financing some projects in health, in education and rural development.

PAUL JOANEL
Organization for Justice for Haitian Immigrants

Miami, Florida, USA

A Foreign or Domestic Issue?
Why does your writer include the Chinese Head Tax issue in your

discussion of the foreign affairs content of the Throne Speech
(“Analyze This” April 5)?  It is clearly a domestic matter, and was treat-
ed as such in the Speech. I would anticipate that the apology would be
directed at Canadians, not at foreigners or a foreign government. 

PHIL CALVERT
Beijing, China

To Vote or Not to Vote
Concerning the re-election of Peter Milliken as Speaker of the House

of Commons, your writer says that “The Speaker does not vote,
but in the case of a tie, he is expected to vote with the government to
break the tie” (Re: “Milliken Keeps the Speaker’s Chair and the
Diplomatic Duties It Entails” April 5).

In fact, the Speaker is not expected to vote with the government.
The House procedural guide, House of Commons Procedure and
Practice, explains the conventions that have developed over the
years regarding a Speaker voting. They would have him or her vot-
ing in the following fashion:

- whenever possible, leaving the matter open for future considera-
tion and allowing for future discussion by the House;

- where no further discussion is possible, taking into account that the
matter could somehow be brought back to the House in the future; or

- leaving a bill in existing form rather than amending it.
These conventions may or may not result in the Speaker voting

with the government. 
T. BALINT

Ottawa, ON
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By Angelo Persichilli

Canada’s new Foreign Minister Peter
MacKay insists that having a closer
relationship with the United States
doesn’t mean that Canada is giving up

its sovereignty to Washington, nor that
Canada is cooling its relationship with Europe.
But, he says, “There’s no benefit to aggravat-
ing a trading partner.” These are the “basics”
of the new Canadian diplomacy preached by
the new minister of Foreign Affairs, who is off
to Washington tomorow to meet with
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. 

In this interview, the youthful minister (he
turned 40 last September) talks about the need
to go back to a “businesslike and professional
attitude” with the U.S., the importance of estab-
lishing an international network “on a personal
level” with foreign colleagues. He also talks
about the Ianiero case and the cooperation
with Mexican investigators. The following is an
edited transcript of that interview.

Your government talks a lot about a new
era in our relationship with United States.
Can you elaborate on this delicate subject? 

This relationship is a priority for this gov-
ernment. We have made early indications that
we intend to elevate this relationship to what
we think it should be, meaning businesslike,
professional. A relationship that gets away from
what I would describe as a personal and, in
some cases, inappropriate remarks made by
officials from the government and some sitting
members that, to my mind, was directed to a
domestic audience in Canada for political pur-
poses. We want to move away from that and
back to a more productive relationship that can
help improve the cooperation in many sectors.

Which sectors are you aiming at?
Issues related to security and trade for the

overall benefits of all Canadians. We have
enjoyed tremendous relationships with previ-
ous administrations in the United States. For
example, I was in Boston for the International
Food Show: there is a huge potential to move
forward on some trade issues between the
New England States and the Maritime
provinces. That’s obviously in my backyard,
but it is the same along all the borders. There
is a desire in the United States to continue what
has been a very forward-looking and positive
relationship. We need to get back to basics.

Until Jan. 23 Canada was believed to be
moving closer to Europe and further away
from United States. Are we reversing that?

Well, my first trip abroad was to Brussels. I
don’t think it has to be one or the other, and I
believe that we can do both very effectively.
We are very active, engaging in dealing with the
same subject of trade. But, as far as we build on
those traditional relationships, much has to be
done on a personal level and on common inter-
ests we have established early on. I have been
engaged in a lot of outreaching. I have been

talking personally with foreign ministers estab-
lishing good lines of communications.

You have also met the Mexican foreign 
minister.

That goes for the other North American
partner, Mexico, with whom we are trying to
secure an overall trade relationship.

How would you characterize the Cancun
summit in this context?

I think that the prime minister’s trip for
the trilateral in Cancun signals how serious
we are about this. That means that we are not
going to give an inch or to shrink in anyway
from our sovereign interests, but a simply
recognition that it’s mutually beneficial for
Canada to have an open and professional dia-
logue with our major trade partners. There is
no benefit to aggravating a trading partner.

Is it fair to say that the changes we are
about to see are mainly about the form,
more than the substance?

I believe that it is both form and sub-
stance. But certainly form: it has to be the
gateway to substantial improvement.

Where do you expect improvements?
There are trade issues, with softwood lum-

ber being first and foremost among these, and
cooperation—not integration—when it comes
to Western hemisphere issues. We are in the
process of signing the NORAD agreement, we
have talked about greater information sharing,
whether it be in maritime petrol, which is an
extension of the NORAD agreement and we will
be debating this in the House of Commons, as
well as issues at our border. We have a tremen-
dous trade in services and goods at our border.
The largest trade link in the world is between
Windsor and Detroit at the Ambassador
Bridge. Security is still a huge issue for the
Americans. And we have to be conscious of
that and prepared to do our part.

Are you satisfied about how the investiga-
tion into the murder of Canadians Dominic
and Nancy Ianiero in Mexico is proceeding?

That is an area where we have demon-
strated that we can cooperate. After meeting
with Mexican Foreign Affairs Minister Luis
Ernesto Derbez and the discussion with the
prime minister, they were very welcoming to
having RCMP officials going to Mexico.
Officials from our consulate have been on
the scene since the day this tragedy
occurred. That is an openness and willing-
ness to assist and to welcome Canada into
this investigation for the purpose of finding
the perpetrators of such a terrible crime.

Any development as far as the investiga-
tions are going?

I can’t give any details about that, but they
were very cooperative. But going back to the
broader issue of trade implications, the United
States and Mexico have once again signaled
the desire to entrench more relations with
Canada on the trade front, and also on the bor-
der issue there has to be further dialogue. But
again, it seems to me that the curtains have
been wide open and people are much more
willing to have these discussions in a frank and
professional way. The overall scheme of things
is going to do wonders for our ability as a con-
tinent to protect our collective interests.
There are environmental issues that are going
to make their way into the discussions. We

have been successful in the past, when Brian
Mulroney was able to sign the acid rain treaty
with the United States. What better model we
can look to have some sort of North American
greenhouse gas emission reduction strategy?
We will be very forceful in protecting Canada’s
interests, but I’m forward-looking when it
comes to elevating our collective interests in
North America.

One last question about the Ianiero
killings: Are you optimistic the outcome of
the inquiry?

I have had a lot of experience that when the
perpetrators are at large you can’t give any
details. What I would suggest is that there has
been cooperation from Mexican officials. We
have our own stake in this and the RCMP is

assisting the investigators and, with the use of
modern investigative tools, such as the DNA, I
know that all the investigators involved are
working hard to apprehend the perpetrators.

You are a young politician, but your family
has a deep political tradition. What kind of
advice you have received from your father,
Elmer MacKay?

My father’s advice has always been to work
hard. If you are doing a good job, somebody
will talk about it. You don’t have to do it.

Angelo Persichilli is political editor of
Corriere Canadese, Toronto’s Italian-language
daily newspaper and is a regular contributor to
The Hill Times.

editor@embassymag.ca
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Fundraising Dinner Featuring Dr. Hanan Ashrawi
“Peace and Statehood in Palestine: Devolution or Evolution”

Saturday, April 22, 2006 • Plaza Hotel Centre-Ville , Montreal
TICKETS: $150 - Tables of 8 and 10 also available
To buy your tickets contact us at (613) 238-3795 or email: vpq@caf.ca
TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED BY  APRIL 18 - ABSOLUTELY NO WALK IN ADMISSION AT THE DOOR

Co-sponsored by:

Organized by:

Canadian Arab Federation
La Federation Canado-Arabe

■ Foreign Affairs Minister Peter
MacKay says he wants to “elevate”
Canada’s trade and security relation-
ship with the U.S. to a businesslike
level, but that Europe is still in the
cards for Canada. Mexico, he says,
has become a trade priority.

Foreign Affairs Minister Peter MacKay wants to move towards a productive, businesslike relation-
ship with the United States. He'll put that plan in action tomorrow when he arrives in Washington
D.C. to meet with Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. 
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By Christina Leadlay

Scott Griffin never intended to write a
book about his two years in Nairobi with
the Flying Doctors Service. “I kept a few
notes because I thought I would want to

refer back to them, but I didn’t think it would
be a book,” says Mr. Griffin by phone from
Toronto. “But it was such a personal kind of
life-changing experience for both myself and
my wife that suddenly there was a book in
there and it had to get out.”

Ten years ago, after a successful business
career, Mr. Griffin and his wife Krystyne left the
hustle and bustle of Toronto for a completely
different life half a world away. Mr. Griffin, the
owner of Canadian publishing firm House of
Anansi Press, forsook the power he’d known as
a CEO for an unpaid consulting position with
the Flying Doctors Service in Nairobi, a career
move which he says offered more rewards than
a fat paycheque could ever buy.

“We all, I think, at different points in our
career, want to break away and do something
completely different, break out of the day-to-
day routine, and yet that’s quite difficult to do
because either we have responsibilities, or we
wonder just how will I re-integrate myself back
into life when I come back?” reflects Mr. Griffin
on his own decision to abandon his comfort-
able life in Canada for the unpredictability of a
Nairobi hotel. He doesn’t regret his decision
and even recommends to others.

“Just do it. No matter how difficult it is, if
you can seize that opportunity —and it’s recog-
nized right at the beginning that it is difficult to
do, to break away — but it’s so worth it because
you come back a richer person for it, richer in
knowledge and interest and points of view and
just from a very meaningful experience.”

My Heart is Africa is the resulting memoir of
the Griffins’ 24 months in Africa, chronicling the
people, places and politics of late 1990s Nairobi.
While the lifestyle change from Toronto to
Nairobi would be enough to cope with for
some, Mr. Griffin, a certified pilot, adds further
adventure to his tale by flying his single engine
Cessna 180 from Newfoundland to Kenya. He
then continued to use his beloved aircraft for
both business and pleasure during his time in
Africa. While he hopes the flying community
will savour his visceral account of gliding over
the Azores at sunrise and cringe at a miscalcu-
lated landing at South Island on Lake Turkana,
Mr. Griffin says its those who love Africa or who
crave for a similar career breakaway that he

hopes will be attracted to this fun book. 
Through numerous anecdotal stories,

both from his own experiences and second-
hand tales from his friend and colleagues, Mr.
Griffin paints a portrait of just some of the
problems that plague a group like the Flying
Doctors, as well as insight into the complex
subject of foreign aid.

“Most non-governmental organizations
are well-intentioned, but in essence I think
you have to help people help themselves.
You can’t come in and indicate ‘this is how
you should do something’ or bring your own
cultural baggage into a country that you’re
not necessarily that familiar with. And this is
the mistake I think is being made very often
in giving well-intentioned aid but which is
misdirected aid,” says Mr. Griffin. One exam-
ple of such misdirected aid is an Italian proj-
ect in early 1980s to construct a refridgerat-
ed fish-processing plant near Kenya’s Lake
Turkana with the intent of harvesting the
Nile Perch to feed the Turkana people.
However, the tribe consider fish unclean and
do not eat them while the lake’s shoreline
regularly recedes almost 800 feet under the
hot desert sun. “Krystyne and I had flown
over Ferguson’s Gulf and were amazed to see
the masive hulk of a rusting plant whose
wharf extended a mile over drifting sand in a
desparate bid to reach the lake —a monu-
ment to the incompetence of Western aid,”
Mr. Griffin writes in his memoir. 

Mr. Griffin continues to work at the grass-
roots level, leaving the political battles for for-
eign aid to people like Stephen Lewis. In
Canada, he continues to help raise funds and
memberships for the Flying Doctors Service’s
parent organization, the African Medical and
Research Foundation, and returns to Africa
twice a year where he sits on AMREF’s board. 

AMREF and the Flying Doctors Service
have been operating in East Africa since 1959.
Its small band of pilots, doctors and nurses,
90 per cent of whom are African, dedicate
themselves to emergency evacuations. “The
roads and the infrastructure in Africa are so
difficult to get around that the only way is
operating out of small planes and using small
air strips in different parts of the country,”
says Mr. Griffin. Doctors mainly fly out to
remote locations to administer to the seri-
ously ill, bringing them to one of Nairobi’s
major hospitals, but sometimes they make
trips to communities for routine check-ups. 

Not only does its $40 million annual oper-
ational budget cause financial stress, but the
very nature of the service bring with it many
challenges. “The whole sort of evacuation
service of the Flying Doctors is quite compli-
cated. It’s even more complicated than run-
ning an airline because at least an airline you
can schedule, but when you have medical
evacuations—you could have two one day
and none the next—so it’s very, very diffi-
cult,” says Mr. Griffin, who explains that the
organization’s goal is to become pan-African,

though language barriers and logistics prob-
lems need to be reconciled before the aid
group can expand beyond southern and east-
ern part of the continent.

An unabashed romantic, Mr. Griffin is
unapologetic about the sort of neo-colonial
vision that colours his account of Africa, using
a scattering of antiquated descriptives like
“raw,” “mysterious” and “sensual” to describe
the landscape and people of Africa. Some of his
images grate with a sense of the out-dated or
the politically incorrect. Mr. Griffin shrugs it off:
“I think there is an element of that and that
probably reflects my character.” 

“This book is seen through my eyes, so I’m
unabashed about that, but I think there is defi-
nitely that element [of romance]. I mean, flying
doctors in Africa is a kind of romantic concept
and people relate to that.”

Scott Griffin will be making a dramatic
entrance into Ottawa next week, flying his sin-
gle engine Cessna 180 into town on April 18
before appearing at the Ottawa International
Writers Festival to present his new book. See
Listings for details. 

christina@embassymag.ca

Flying, Not Quite Solo, Across the African Continent
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Monday, April 24
“Promoting the European Union in Canada;
a view from the Press Officer’s desk.”
with Roy Christensen. How does Canada
relate to the European Union?
6:00 p.m. - Admission: $20
The National Press Club
165 Sparks Street - Ottawa, ON
To reserve, call June Coxon at 613-521-4855

Media Dinner

■ A Toronto book publisher and
amateur pilot signs up for a volunteer
job with the Flying Doctors Service,
taking off into a cloud of romance
and adventure. Next week he flies
into Ottawa to tell his tale at the
Ottawa International Writers Festival.

My Heart Is Africa
By Scott Griffin
Thomas Allan
Publishers
270 pp. $26.95

(Top) Scott Griffin crashed his plane on South Island on Kenya's Lake Turkana on Christmas Day.
Fortunately, he and his wife were rescued, but the repairs took many days. (Above) Scott and his
wife Krystyne at Lake Malawi. The Griffins made the most of their two years in Africa, travelling
across the continent in their single engine aircraft. 
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initial Tamil struggle was modeled on
Gandhi’s principles of non-violence. “We had
been struggling and carrying out our cam-
paign in a non-violent manner. It didn’t pay.”

In 1957, S. J. V. Chelvanayakam, the founder
of the party, entered into a pact with the then
prime minister of Sri Lanka, Solomon
Bandaranaike, for the devolution of powers to
the northern and eastern provinces of the
island that were predominantly populated by
Tamils. Caving into Sinhalese political opposi-
tion, Bandaranaike abrogated the pact. Soon
after, he was slain. His assassin is believed to
have been a Buddhist monk angry with
Bandaranaike for being soft on the Tamils.

According to Navaratnam, Sinhalese
politicians since Bandaranaike have reneged
on every promise they made to the Tamils. In
his view, only an “absolute separation” could
ever bring a true and lasting solution to the
Sri Lankan Tamil problem. He doesn’t think
federalism will work. “You cannot put the
fate of so many Tamils in the hands of
Sinhalese politicians,” he says. 

No Hope for Peace Talks
Other members of the Tamil community

are also convinced that the Tamil-Sinhalese
conflict can’t be resolved peacefully. “The Sri

Lankan government will never give us any-
thing,” says Vakeesan Natarajan, who has
lived in Canada for some 25 years and teach-
es Sunday school at a diaspora Hindu tem-
ple. “We [Tamils] have to fight for it.”

Kanthan Tharmalingam, a 34-year-old
Tamil shopkeeper, says he and his wife have
never supported any armed warfare
“because people are only going to die” but he
isn’t opposed to the Tigers either. He remem-
bers the 2004 tsunami: “If the LTTE hadn’t
been there, the government wouldn’t have
helped our people [the Tamils].” The Sri
Lankan government entered into an agree-
ment called the post-tsunami operations
management structure or P-TOMS with the
Tamil Tigers to share tsunami funds with the
affected regions in the north and east, but it
fell through after strident opposition from
Buddhist political parties in Sri Lanka.

“The Sri Lankan government is split four
ways,” says Tharmalingam. “They don’t
carry out what they agree on. They just lis-
ten to the Buddhist monks and keep waver-
ing. The LTTE has always stood firm.”

He doesn’t bank much hope on the peace
talks in Geneva this year. “Even if they [the
Sri Lankan government] implement what
they promise in Geneva, the situation would
be okay. But it appears as if they want to
drag the LTTE into war.”

Taking a different stand, R. San, a Tamil
jeweler who has been in Canada for 10 years,
says the rebel struggle in Sri Lanka is now
unnecessary. He is strongly opposed to the
Tigers. “I don’t want any of this. The rights
we have now in Sri Lanka are good enough. I
want to live in peace.”

San says he was asked to contribute $5,000
to the rebel movement recently. “Where will I go
for the money? I don’t have that much money.”
San has a mother and two sisters still living in
Sri Lanka whom he wants to bring here. „I have
to have about $27,000 in my savings to be able
to sponsor their immigration papers.”

But San doesn’t seem to represent the
majority. The prevailing opinion in the dia-
pora is that most Sri Lankan Tamils in
Canada are sympathetic toward the Tigers. 

Pakiasothy Saravanamuttu of the Colombo-
based Center for Policy Alternatives, when
interviewed in July last year, offered some
insight into why support for the Tigers runs so
high among Sri Lankan Tamils, both in Sri
Lanka and overseas. “By and large, the vast
majority [of Tamils] think the LTTE will get
them the best deal. Historically, that’s been
true,” he says. “I think the government’s failing
has been to find a political and constitutional
settlement that meets the aspirations of Tamil
people within [a one-state] Sri Lanka.”

editor@embassymag.ca

Government Out of Sync with Tamil Community
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The Day I Became A Canadian Citizen

By Brian Adeba

11 a.m. I tell Christina Leadlay, Embassy’s
Associate Editor, that I will be leaving shortly
for the swearing  ceremony scheduled for
11:30 a.m. at 200 Catherine St. Is she still going
to make it given the fact that she has to attend
a press conference on the Hill at 11a.m?  She
replies in the affirmative. I grab my jacket and
dash out of the newsroom, then I remembered
that Jim Creskey, our Senior Editor; Sarah
McGregor, News Editor; and Publisher Anne
Marie Creskey had all expressed a desire to
attend the ceremony. I peep into the board-
room where they are still talking to the new
employee from the accounts section. “Hey,
are you guys still going to make it? I have got
to leave now,” I announce. “We will catch up
with you there,” Jim says.

11:05 a.m. I jump into a cab on Metcalfe St
and tell the cabbie where I’m headed. He
glances into the rear-view mirror and asks
that one question I have heard a zillion times
since I set foot on Canadian soil almost four
years ago. “Where are you from, my friend?”
asks the cabbie. At this point I am edgy, but
can’t explain why. I was in no mood for a con-
versation, but I answer him anyway. “I am
from south Sudan, have you heard of it?”

“Oh, so you are Sudanese. But I see you
want the independence, that why you say you
are south Sudanese,” says the cabbie in bro-
ken English. The man knows his geography
and world affairs, I mutter to myself. 

11:15 a.m. I get out of the cab and dash up the
stairs to Room 201 where the ceremony is to be
held. I line up together with other prospective
new Canadians to have my permanent resident
papers stamped with the inscription “no longer
a permanent resident.”

11:20 a.m. I take a seat in the front row. I
glance at the faces around me. It’s true what
they say about immigration these days. Most
of the faces are from the developing world,
very few Caucasian faces. There are 82 of us
from 38 countries around the globe.  Then my

mind drifts back to when I was a child in my
hometown of Juba in south Sudan.

My aunt Aya and her daughter Gaba had
come to visit us from my father’s village and
ancestral home. My cousin had burn scars on
her hands and feet. Curious, I ask my aunt what
had happened to Gaba. She told me the most
painful story a nine-year-old could ever hear. A
story that awakened something in me that led
me to ask myself ( in subsequent years), about
my place in the country they call Sudan.

My aunt said her husband and some of
her children, including Gaba, were in a
church one Sunday in Equatoria province of
south Sudan, when government troops cor-
doned off the church, set it on fire and shot
anyone who attempted to escape. How Gaba
survived, my aunt could not explain. I think
my aunt didn’t want to answer the many
questions I had because she found it too
painful to talk about the incident.

As I grew up, my aunt’s story kept haunting
me. I knew I had to find some closure to it in
order to understand the bigotry of Sudan’s
rulers, who since independence 50 years ago,
have sought to define the destiny of the coun-
try on the basis of Arabism and Islam only.

In short, my aunt lost her husband and chil-
dren because of deliberate policies that did not
encourage inclusiveness of Sudan’s rich cultur-
al and racial diversity. State policy deliberately

excluded anyone who  does not conform to the
aforementioned parameters. Not surprisingly
then, war has had an amourous relationship
with the country and will continue to stalk its
regions until the day the powers that be in
Khartoum realize their folly. By then it will be
too late because the seeds of the break-up of
the Sudanese state are already sprouting all
over: In the southern part of the country,
among the oppressed Beja, Ingessina and Nuba
peoples in the east, southeast and central part
of the country, not forgetting Darfur.

In high school, I searched the history
books to find some sort of reference to the
massacre that claimed the lives of so many
people the day my aunt lost her husband and
children. I guess by doing so, I was desperate-
ly seeking some form of closure to the topic.
Then I found it in a book lent to me by my
uncle, a prominent southern Sudanese politi-
cian. He did not really want to do so because
he never thought a teenager would be inter-
ested in a book about politics. Southern Sudan:
Too Many Agreements Dishonoured, written by
a politician from south Sudan, was as captivat-
ing as it was  sad. In it, author Abel Alier gives
readers a treatise of the ills regarding the treat-
ment of Sudan’s southern region by Khartoum.
I found the small paragraph referring to that
sad day of the massacre in Yei River District in
Equatoria province in the mid 1960s. I sobbed
silently and there was my closure.

11:30 a.m. I wake up from my reverie when the
judge walks in. She gives a long passionate
speech about our “resilience” and of the
“courage” to leave behind loved family mem-
bers to come to Canada. And I remembered my
family who misses me so much. She talks about
how the cultural mosaic of Canada improves
the well-being of the rest of the country. She
spoke about tolerance towards others and how
this virtue makes great nations. And at that
moment I felt proud to be Canadian, proud that
I will now exercise all those rights that were
denied to me in the country I was born in.

Noon. I glance to the back of the room. Jim,
Anne Marie, Sarah and Christina had all
made it to the ceremony. I take the oath of
citizenship and pledge to obey the laws of
Canada and also to be loyal to the queen and
her heirs. The last part sounded strange, but
I accept it as a proud Canadian.

brian@embassymag.ca

■ Embassy’s Staff Writer chronicles
the events of April 6, the day he 
officially became a Canadian citizen.

Continued from Page 1

Brian Adeba: “She spoke about tolerance towards
others and how this virtue makes great nations.
And at that moment I felt proud to be Canadian,”

PHOTOGRAPH BY SARAH MCGREGOR, EMBASSY
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SATURDAY, April 22 @ 8:00 pm
BIG IDEA #2:
Our Unnatural Relationship with Nature and
the future of life on earth featuring Wayne
Grady, Terry Glavin and Elizabeth May

Three of Canada•s finest minds exam-
ine our relationship with nature. Wayne
Grady•s Bringing Back the Dodo delves
into the forces of evolution and extinc-
tion that shape the living world. Terry
Glavin•s Waiting for the Macaws chron-
icles the history of extinctions and the
human struggle to conserve living
things and Elizabeth May•s How to
Save the World in Your Spare Time
gives us the tools we need to protect
our communities and the planet.

•A  wonderful observer of the com-
plex and mysterious.Ž - Canadian
Literature on Wayne Grady

•Wise and eloquent...
urgent, important, and well said.Ž
- Ronald Wright on Terry Glavin

•A  compelling case for an
urgent national debateŽ
- Ottawa Citizen on Elizabeth May

COMPLETE SCHEDULE AND AUTHOR
BIOS ONLINE: WRITERSFEST.COM

World
tion
on Street

com

Grady Glavin May

Ottawa International Writers Festival
Spring Edition 2006 - SCHEDULE



Wednesday, April 12
Discussion: Cambodia’s Courts

Alumni Auditorium, University of
Ottawa. (cpoth001@uottawa.ca) 8:30
a.m. – 12 p.m. Free. A panel of
experts will discuss “Issues of
Priority Regarding the
Extraordinary Chambers in the
Courts of Cambodia,” in terms of
national reconciliation and improv-
ing the country’s legal system.
Panelists include Peter Leuprecht,
UN special representative for
human rights in Cambodia 2000-
2005; Noah Novogrodsky, former
co-chair of the Cambodia Genocide
Justice Project; and Kartick Kumar,
founder of the Cambodian
Genocide Group. 

Discussion: “New Issues in
Canadian Immigration” Simon
Goldberg Conference Room, R.H.
Coats Building, Statistics Canada,
Tunney’s Pasture. 9 a.m.-12:30
p.m. The Family and Labour
Studies Division of Statistics
Canada presents a panel discus-
sion on “New Issues in Canadian
Immigration,” covering topics like
“Return and Onward Migration
Among Working Age Men” and “A
comparative analysis of the
labour market impact of interna-
tional migration: Canada, Mexico,
and the United States” featuring
insight from academics and gov-
ernment officials.

Identity and
Violence IDRC
Auditorium, 14th floor,
250 Albert Street. (rsvp
613-236-6163,
ext. 2244;
ilacroix@idrc.ca) 7-9
p.m. Nobel Prize-win-

ning economist Amartya Sen comes
to Ottawa from Harvard University
to share insights from his new book
Identity and Violence: The Illusion of
Destiny. Dr. Sen will explore how
one-dimensional stereotypes such
as “the Muslim world” and “the
Western mind” invariably foster and
perpetuate conflict and violence.

Thursday, April 13
Panel: “Social

Determinants of
Health”
International
Development
Research Centre,
14th floor, 250 Albert

Street. (613-236-6163, ext. 2228;
dreinhardt@idrc.ca) 10:30a.m. -
12:30p.m. CBC Newsworld’s Evan
Solomon hosts this high-level
panel discussion on “The
Commission on Social
Determinants of Health: Can a
Commission Make a Difference in
Promoting Health Equity?” at the
IDRC. Economist Amartya Sen,
Health Management Professor
and former federal Health
Minister Monique Bégin (above)
and physician John Frank discuss
the social causes of ill-health.

Newsmaker Luncheon National
Press Club Dining Room, 165
Sparks St. (rsvp 613-233-5641;
www.pressclub.on.ca). Noon.  $25;
$20 members. Dr. Mark
Tushingham, an Ottawa-based
environmental scientist, will speak
about the effects and issues sur-
rounding global warming.

Disaster At Chernobyl
National Library of Canada, 395
Wellington St. 7:30 – 9 p.m. Free.
In advance of the 20th anniver-
sary of the Chernobyl nuclear dis-
aster in Ukraine on April 20, a
screening of the documentary
Disaster At Chernobyl will take
place tonight, preceded by a lec-
ture by Dr. Marko Horbatsch from
York University on “Cancer rates
in Post-Chernobyl Ukraine: how
much do we know about radia-
tion-induced cancer?”

Friday, April 14
Today is Good Friday in the

Christian calendar, the first of
three days of the Easter weekend.
Many shops and offices in Ontario
will be closed today, but not nec-
essarily in Quebec.

Gregorian Chants for
Mediation Saint Paul Seminary
Chapel, 249 Main St. (613-567-7729)
7 p.m. – midnight. Free. Drop in for
a while or stay for the whole
evening’s worth of meditative
music. Lawrence Harris conducts
Chorus Ecclesiae in a performance
of Gregorian chants for Good
Friday night. 

Mozart’s Requiem Knox
Church, 120 Lisgar St. 7:30-9p.m.
The choir of Knox Presbyterian
Church presents a Good Friday
performance of Mozart’s Requiem,
featuring soloists Judith Vachon,
soprano; Ruth Barrie, contralto;
David Langlois, tenor; Martin
Elliot, bass and Thomas Annand at
the organ.

John Rutter’s Requiem and
Vivaldi’s Spring Church of St John
the Evangelist, 154 Somerset St. W.
8-10 p.m. Janet Roy and the choir
of the Church of St. John the
Evangelist present a performance
of John Rutter’s Requiem and
Vivaldi’s Spring.

Saturday, April 15

Why We Fight ByTowne
Cinema, 325 Rideau St.
(613-789-FILM; www.bytowne.ca).
$9, $6members. 9:15 p.m. Through
April 20. A passionate and sober-
ing documentary chronicling the
last 50 years of U.S. military
aggression. Director Eugene
Jarecki talks with a variety of
people, from peacenik Senator
John McCain to a former New
York City cop and Vietnam veter-
an who lost his son on 9/11, ana-
lyzing the Iraq war and the
American addiction to the ‘mili-
tary-industrial complex.’ Dir.
Eugene Jarecki. U.S. 2005. In
English. 

Monday, April 17
Today is Easter Monday, which

is a statutory holiday in the
province of Quebec, but not in
Ontario. However, government
offices and banks will likely be
closed in Ottawa.

HIV/AIDS Awareness Concert
The Rainbow Bistro, 76 Murray St.
(613-321-0048;
www.tanyajanca.com) 9:30 p.m.
Pay what you can. Come out for an
evening filled with music and learn
about HIV/AIDS with Tanya Janca
and a little help from the Carleton
University Aids Awareness Society. 

Tuesday, April 18
My Heart is Africa Book Talk

National Library of Canada, 395
Wellington St. (613-562-1243;
www.writersfest.com) 7 p.m.  $12;
$10 seniors and students; $6 festival
pass. Part of the Ottawa
International Writers Festival. Scott
Griffin flies his Cessna 180 single
engine airplane into Ottawa to dis-
cuss his memoir My Heart if Africa,
chronicling his two years spent in
Kenya with the Flying Doctors
Service. 

Is God A Man? National Library
of Canada, 395 Wellington St. (613-
562-1243; www.writersfest.com) 7
p.m.  $15; $12 seniors and students;
$8 festival pass. Part of the Ottawa
International Writers Festival. Tim
Ward, author of What Buddha
Never Taught; novelist Anne Hines
and Tom Harpur, an author and
former Anglican priest, get togeth-
er to debate if God really has a
gender.

Early Iron Age Archaeology
Auditorium, Library and Archives
Canada, 395 Wellington Street.
(peteglenna@cyberus.ca) 8 p.m.
The Ottawa Society of the
Archaeological Institute of
America presents a lecture by
Yasar Erkansoy from the
Department of Archaeology and
History of Art at Turkey’s Bilkent
University on “Early Iron Age
Archaeology and Culture of the
Eastern Aegean.” 

Wednesday, April 19
Innovative Development

Financing Mechanisms The
North-South Institute, 3rd Floor
Boardroom, 55 Murray St. (rsvp
events@nsi-ins.ca) 10 a.m. –12:30
p.m. The North-South Institute’s
principal researcher in civil soci-
ety, John Foster, will talk about
“New Initiatives in Financing for
Development; The Paris
Ministerial Conference on
Innovative Development
Financing Mechanisms” Mr.
Foster and other guests will
speak to the accomplishments of
the Conference, the challenges
facing new initiatives, and possi-
ble strategies for engaging the
Canadian government on alterna-
tive financing for development.

Grzegorz Krawiec and
Penderecki String Quartet St.
Giles Presbyterian Church, 729
Bank St. (1-866-543-4352) 8 p.m.
$20 adults; $10students.
Renowned Polish guitarist
Grzegorz Krawiec joins the
Penderecki String Quartet in a
world premiere tour of the guitar
quintet, “The Great Bridge.”
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