
By Lee Berthiaume

Following a 1994 scandal in which the British government was 
accused of using international aid money to further its business and 
political interests abroad, the parliament began to rethink how the coun-
try did international development.

In 1999, it adopted an act that set out a poverty-reduction mandate 
for the Department for International Development and, just last year, 
adopted an act calling for increased transparency and accountability, 
both of which bear many similarities to what the Canadian government 
is contemplating for CIDA.
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By Jim Creskey

Long before there was the game 
Trivial Pursuit, there was the 
Canadian national pastime of trying 
to figure out who we Canadians are. 

Well, the truth is, it’s really more of an 
Ontario pastime. Quebecers used to know, 
and probably still do know, who they are. 
Maritimers—especially Newfoundlanders 
and Nova Scotians—don’t have too many 
doubts about their identity. And those in the 
west—past Manitoba and with a few excep-
tions in British Columbia—are just too busy 
doing what they do to engage in such talk.

But national generalizations and ste-
reotypes are elevated to the level of high 
art in Ontario, and Ottawa-based author 
Andrew Cohen’s new book, The Unfinished 
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RUNNING MP
Peter MacKay was spotted 
running in a Nova Scotia 
marathon, covering 10 km 
in almost 50 minutes.
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CHARMER
Senator Noël Kinsella 
tells Brian Adeba how
he befriended Libya’s
eccentric leader.
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SUMMER BALL
Garden parties are great, 
but an open-air dance can’t 
be beat. We’ve got the photos
to prove it.
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Aid Bill’s Good Ends, 
Questionable Means
■ Committee hears of UK’s “more detailed” develop-
ment reform, and from Canadian officials who say pro-
posals would increase costs and bureaucracy.

WHY ANDREW COHEN IS RIGHT
■ The author of The Unfinished 
Canadian has been called a snob and a 
racist for his effort. One thing we can 
say is that he is definitely not a racist.

By Brian Adeba

Canada’s involvement in Afghanistan 
has received extensive media coverage, 
but this increased coverage has not result-
ed in a well-informed Canadian public, 
according to a report released last week by 
the Calgary-based Canadian Defence and 
Foreign Affairs Institute.

Titled The Information Gap: Why the 
Canadian Public Doesn’t Know More about Its 
Military, the report blames the government, 
the military and the media for failing to 
explain the mission to the Canadian public.

Tracing Canada’s involvement from the

Military at 
Odds with 
Media Over 
Afghanistan
■ Report critiques the government, 
the military and the media for the use 
of jargon, the tradition of embedding 
and the poor quality of news stories 
coming out of Afghanistan.

Continued on Page 4
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Andrew Cohen’s Ottawa: The author of The Unfinished Canadian says downtown is seedy, but it doesn’t have to be.

Latin American
Trade Deal

Intellectual 
property rights 

come under 
scrutiny in 

advance of talks 
with Colombia, 

Peru and the 
Dominican 

Republic.

See page 5
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No-Fly List Takes Off
Transport Canada launched its no-fly list 

on Monday. Fewer than 1,000 names are on 
the list. These include people involved in or 
suspected of links to terrorist organizations 
and those convicted of breaching aviation 
security. The list also include crew members 
and passengers, who will be prevented from 
boarding a plane in Canada

Help Find Nicole

The Press Gallery is asking for its mem-
bers’ assistance in the search for a late col-
league’s daughter who’s been missing in Syria 
for more than two months. Nicole Vienneau’s 
family has created a trust fund to raise money 
to finance their ongoing search for the 32-
year-old seasoned traveller. Her father, David 
Vienneau, was Global TV’s parliamentary 
bureau chief until his death in 2005. Visit 
www.findnicolevienneau.com to donate.

Call for Justice in Philippines
The government remains concerned about 

extra-judicial killings in the Philippines, many 
of them unresolved, Deepak Obhrai, parlia-
mentary secretary to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, told the House last week. However, he 
also praised the Asian country’s government 
for steps taken to address the crimes, includ-
ing establishing a taskforce.

Just-In-Time in Danger
Policies being applied by the U.S. to 

bolster security at the border are forcing 
Canadian firms to change the way they do 
business, resulting in efficiency losses and 
eroding the advantages gained under NAFTA, 
the Conference Board of Canada said in a 
report last week. In some cases, the report 
adds, companies have reverted to pre-NAFTA 
style arrangements and operating practices.

Human Rights a New Interest
While DFAIT had been writing reports 

on human rights in Afghanistan since 2002, 
they had not been brought to the minister’s 
attention, nor to the Prime Minister’s Office, 
according to a written response in the 
House of Commons from Foreign Affairs 
Minister Peter MacKay to NDP defence crit-
ic Dawn Black. “The human rights reports 
are not normally copied to the minister of 
Foreign Affairs, nor is the minister briefed 
on their content,” wrote Mr. MacKay. The 
Globe and Mail reported that ministerial 
interest changed dramatically following a 
2006 report by the newspaper on alleged 
abuse of Afghan detainees.

Indian Investment Deal 
International Trade Minister David 

Emerson and his Indian counterpart, 
Kamal Nath, announced last weekend 
that their countries have concluded talks 
on a Foreign Investment Promotion and 
Protection Agreement. Mr. Nath, who was 
in Toronto and Montreal, also said Monday 
he would like to see bilateral trade reach 
$20 billion by 2012.

WHTI Rules Delayed
New rules requiring passports for land 

and sea visitors to the U.S. won’t be imple-
mented before June 2009, the U.S. House of 
Representatives decided last week. The rules, 
which were recently relaxed for air travel-
lers, were expected to take effect before then, 
but challenges in issuing documents in time 
forced Congress to push it back.

Canucks Like Immigration
A new Ipsos Reid poll finds that 90 per 

cent of Canadians disagree with the ques-
tion that Canada would be better off if 
immigrants returned to where they came 
from, up from 85 per cent in a similar 
survey in 1993. The poll of 1,002 adults, 
conducted between June 12-14 for CanWest 
News, also found that 30 per cent of 
Canadians agree that Canada is not taking 
in enough immigrants. Results are consid-
ered accurate within 3.1 percentage points, 
19 times out of 20.

Ottawa Isn’t So Dear: Survey
Moscow, Russia and Asuncion, Paraguay 

are the most and least expensive cities in 
the world, respectively, according to Mercer 
Human Resource Consulting’s annual glob-
al cost-of-living study released on Monday. 
Comparing costs like housing, transporta-
tion and food in 143 cities, Toronto ranked 
82nd, Vancouver 89th, Calgary 92nd and 
Ottawa at 109th. 

Soccer Comes to Town
The FIFA Under-20 World Cup comes 

to Ottawa on June 30. Teams from 24 coun-
tries, including Canada, will face off in six 
Canadian cities, with Ottawa hosting the 
Group E tourney, featuring Argentina, the 
Czech Republic, North Korea and Panama, 
a special game between Brazil and USA, and 
a quarterfinal game, all at Lansdowne Park. 
Tickets for some matches are still available. 
Visit www.fifa.com/u20worldcup.

Arabic Studies Fund at Ottawa U
Kuwait has set up a $250,000 scholarship 

at the University of Ottawa for students inter-
ested in Arabic studies. Ambassador Musaed 
Al-Haroun and university president Gilles 
Patry signed the agreement on June 15, with 
the university matching the donation to cre-
ate a $500,000 endowment fund. The Modern 
Languages and Literatures department offers 
a minor in Arabic language and culture.

Serbian, Bosnian Health Tour
Senior officials from Bosnia and 

Herzegovina’s and Serbia’s respective health 
ministries, including Bosnia’s assistant heal-
th minister Dr. Goran Cerkez, are in Ottawa 
for meetings at Health Canada and CIDA as 
part of a study of Canada’s youth-friendly 
and gender-sensitive healthcare policies. 
The 13-person delegation was in Vancouver 
last week for the World Conference on 
Health Promotion and Health Education. 
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MacKay’s a Marathon Man

Being able to run far and fast is prob-
ably a handy skill for federal cabinet 
ministers from Atlantic Canada these 
days. It turns out that Foreign Affairs 

Minister Peter MacKay, who lists hockey and 
rugby among his sports, has this skill. Not 
that he uses it to run away, mind you.

Mr. MacKay didn’t let the furor in his 
home province over the Atlantic Accord and 
the latest federal budget keep him away from 
this past weekend’s annual Johnny Miles 
Marathon in New Glasgow.

He ran the 10-kilometer “classic” portion 
of the race weekend, and completed it in a 
very respectable 49 minutes and 10 seconds. 
And while he did not hang around afterwards, 
it was not because he was trying to avoid try-
ing to explain his government’s position on 
the thorny issue —quite the contrary.

Mr. MacKay had to keep on running to 
make it to CTV’s Halifax studios on time to 
appear on the network’s national Question 
Period show to answer questions on this 
very topic.

Dion Party a Tasty Hit
Liberal Leader Stéphane Dion pulled out 

the stops—particularly culinary ones—to 
impress the media at his first ever garden 
party for the press gallery as opposition 
leader last week.

With the sounds of a live jazz band filling 
the air on the grounds of Stornoway, Mr. Dion 
posed for photos with the guests and worked 
the crowd.

I’ve seen and heard only good news about 
the event and have come across some rea-
sonably positive pieces about the Liberal 
leader and the challenges he faces, so one 
has to mark the event as a media relations 
success. It certainly didn’t hurt him. 

The real raves, however, were about the 
food. Like Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
at his media party the week before, Mr. Dion 
served mini burgers—but the similarities 
stop there. For one thing, this was an adults-
only affair, so no bouncy castles in the 
backyard.

For another, the mini burgers were made 
with caribou and were delicious. The other 
grub ranged from lobster bisque served 
in espresso cups to rack of lamb, wheat-
berry salad, little chocolate balls soaked in 
Newfoundland screech, and wonton soup 
spoons laden with bites of sugar pie and 
icing sugar-dusted blueberries.  To wash it all 
down there was plenty of ice cold Sleeman’s 
beer, and Henry of Pellam rosé. 

One very sated self-professed “recep-
tion snob” later confided: “I was mighty 
impressed.”

Mind you, eating that fancy food while 
socialized in the back yard was not without 
its perils.  One incident occurred when three 
Embassy reporters and some of their Hill 
Times colleagues were chowing on the sugar 
pie and blueberry with Mr. Dion, who, it was 
noticed later, ended up with icing sugar on 
his trousers.

There were a couple of disappoint-
ments—not many Liberal MPs were milling 
about, and no one got to meet Mr. Dion’s 
famous dog, Kyoto. The Liberal leader said 
he was still something of a rambunctious 
pup and was not good at behaving himself at 
garden parties.

But all in all, a darned good first effort.

A Strange Farewell
It is not often one hears of a public ser-

vant using an award ceremony in their hon-
our to announce that they are leaving for a 
rival department.

However, that is what happened last week 
at the annual Professional Association of 

Foreign Service Officers awards dinner.
One of the awards went to Gavin Buchan 

for his sterling service as Canada’s politi-
cal director for the Kandahar Provincial 
Reconstruction Team in Afghanistan—a 
job he took over in early 2006 after Glyn 
Berry was killed in a car bomb attack in 
Afghanistan.

Mr. Buchan could not be at the Ottawa 
awards ceremony himself, being out in 
Afghanistan, but had a colleague read a letter 
on his behalf. The letter caused quite a stir at 
DFAIT, I hear. This was in part because in it, 
Mr. Buchan announced he was leaving DFAIT 
for a job with the Department of National 
Defence, in part because he noted promo-
tions are hit and miss at Foreign Affairs.

Mr. Buchan will be staying on in 
Afghanistan in his new role for the military 
as a member of the Strategic Advisory Team 
in Kabul. 

Ironically, in his citation for his PAFSO 
award last week, it was noted that in his role 
for DFAIT in Kandahar, “Gavin has worked 
closely with the Canadian military in addi-
tion to living with them.” 

Clearly, closer than anyone at DFAIT 
knew.

Talk Ain’t Cheap These Days 
Did you see the fascinating story in 

Monday’s Globe and Mail about former U.S. 
president Bill Clinton’s speaking engage-
ment fees?  “Dollar Bill,” as writer Lisa Priest 
says some have taken to calling him, earned 
$2.5 million from 16 speeches in Canada 
alone last year—and he’s been out of office 
since 2001.

His fees ranged from $75,000 to $300,000. 
I found it amazing that there was anyone in 
Canada ready to spend that kind of money 
to hear a former American president speak, 
but further down the story it explained that 
we actually got a deal here on the rates; in 
Europe and Asia they paid up to $450,000. 

I wonder what ordinary shareholders 
think about executives paying the kind of 
ticket prices necessary to cover those costs 
just to hear Mr. Clinton speak and perhaps 
get their photo taken with him?

Still, it has to be good news for our for-
mer prime ministers. If Canadians are willing 
to pay those kind of fees to an American, it 
might help boost the going rate here for long-
serving former leaders Brian Mulroney and 
Jean Chrétien, and perhaps even shorter 
serving former PMs Joe Clark, John Turner, 
Kim Campbell and Paul Martin. 

Sean Durkan is a political commenta-
tor and communications consultant and is 
retained by Association House as vice-presi-
dent, media. 

sdurkan@associationhouse.com

Sean
DURKAN
CAPITAL CITY

Clarifications

(“Ex-Diplomat Says China Using Culture to Crush Unwanted Influence” June 13, pg. 1, 
9.) The last sentence of this story was mistakenly cut off. It should read: “They use some 
illegal ways to control, in some parts, the mainstream,” said Chen Yonglin. “Trade with 
China is okay, but stick with a human rights policy, and don’t remain ignorant.”

•
(“Canada and Mexico Need to Start Working Together” June 13, pg. 18.) The biographi-

cal description of Andrés Rozental should have said he is a chairman of the board of 
trustees of the Mexican Council on Foreign Relations and is also a senior non-resident 
fellow at the Brookings Institute in Washington.

Run, Peter, Run: Foreign Affairs Minister Peter 
MacKay (right) took part in a marathon in his 
Nova Scotia hometown last weekend. 
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Canada’s mission in 
Afghanistan, the no-fly 
list and foreign aid issues 
topped the agenda for inter-

national committees in both cham-
bers this past week. Parliament will 
rise for the summer on June 22, and 
is scheduled to resume on Sept. 
17. The Senate will continue to sit 
next week.

National Defence
After months of testimony, the 

Standing Committee on National 
Defence released a 174-page report 
with 19 recommendations.

While finding that the Canadian 
Forces are among the best trained, 
best equipped and 
most combat-effec-
tive soldiers within 
the NATO-led ISAF 
forces, the report 
stated that there are 
still misconceptions 
that the mission is 
all about capacity building and 
peacekeeping.

The report found three threats 
to the mission: the Taliban insur-
gency, corruption in the Afghan 
government and the illegal trade 
in drugs. The report also identified 
Canadians’ “own national impa-
tience with the pace of progress in 
Afghanistan” as a threat.

It also blamed the government 
and the media for not providing 
the public and MPs with adequate 
information on the mission.

The report said that security 
will always trump development 
in Afghanistan, and criticized the 
length of time it takes reconstruc-
tion and development aid to reach 
areas after combat operations.

On June 14, the committee agreed 
to a motion by Liberal defence critic 
Denis Coderre (above) that commit-
tee members go to Afghanistan. Acting 
on a motion from Dec. 13, 2006, MPs 
resumed the study of the procure-
ment process. Mr. Coderre moved 
another motion asking that the com-
mittee invite representatives from the 
Rideau Institute, the Canadian Centre 
for Policy Alternatives and the EADS 
to give testimony before the commit-
tee completes its report.

Tory MP Russ Hiebert suggest-
ed that the motion be amended to 
change the wording. After debate, 
the question was put to the vote but 
was defeated by seven votes to four.

Public Safety and Security
On June 14, members heard 

testimony on the no-fly list from 
Transport Canada’s chief of secu-
rity policy, Allan Kagedon, and 
Linda Savoie, a director at the 
department. 

Mr. Kagedon said aviation security 
remains a top priority. Regarding the 
names of individuals on the no-fly list, 
he said, “They are not that many,” 
but gave no figures. Under question-
ing from Liberal MP Sue Barnes, Mr. 
Kagedon said the list will remain con-
fidential for security reasons.

Mr. Kagedon also said while no 
identity documents are perfect, 
Canadian passports have security 
features that are constantly being 
improved. He also touched on the 
effectiveness of security systems at 
airports, stressing that while every 
care is taken to ensure they work 
properly, they are often complex 
and imperfect.

On June 19, the main topic of 
discussion was agri-chemicals 
and agri-retail security, with main 
witnesses David MacKay and 
Jeff Kisiloski from the Canadian 
Association of Agri-Retailers. 

Foreign Affairs and
International Development

On June 14, the committee heard 
in camera testimony on democratic 
development and considered a draft 
report on the issue. On June 19, the 
committee met again in camera to 
discuss orders of the day.

Access To Information, 
Privacy and Ethics

Two witnesses from DFAIT—depu-
ty minister Leonard Edwards (below) 
and director Gwyn Kutz—appeared 
at the June 19 meeting 
to discuss an access 
to information request 
on a departmental 
internal report on gov-
ernance, democratic 
development and 
human rights. 

International Trade
Earlier this month, the commit-

tee split into two groups as they 
continued their study on Canadian 
trade policy. Half the members vis-
ited Saudi Arabia, Yemen and the 
United Arab Emirates, stopping in 
Brussels to meet with European 
Union officials. The other half 
visited Vietnam, Singapore and 
Indonesia. Committee members 

met in camera on June 19 to dis-
cuss the results of the two trips.

Citizenship & Immigration
Taking a leave from discussing 

the usual pressing issues regarding 
lost Canadians and the Immigration 
and Refugee Board, members of the 
committee met on June 19 to dis-
cuss something less contentious: 
committee business.

National Defence
The threat of terrorism is real 

and tangible in Canada, said Ontario 
Provincial Police Commissioner Julian 
Fantino at a hearing on Canada’s 
national security on June 18.

“In Ontario and Canada, it is not 
a matter of if terrorists or their sup-
porters will become active, they 
are and have been active for many 
years,” he said.

Ontario, Mr. Fantino said, is a 
potential terrorist target because 
of the province’s nuclear facili-
ties, and because it handles 45 per 
cent of Canada’s bilateral trade 
with the United States. Mr. Fantino 
also revealed that the OPP has an 
Ontario anti-terrorism emergency 
plan established after Sept. 11, 
2001, when the federal government 
asked the force to come up with 
one. He told senators that a num-
ber of the measures in the plan 
have been implemented, including 
intelligence sharing and collaborat-
ing with other security agencies in 
Canada. But Mr. Fantino called for 
more intelligence sharing on pro-
vincial, national and international 
levels. Under questioning, he also 
said the OPP currently lacks the 
resources to carry out its work 
effectively.

Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade

Bill C-293, an act dealing with 
the provision of official develop-
ment assistance abroad, was 
the topic of discussion on June 
13. Mark Lowcock from the 
United Kingdom’s Department of 
International Development, spoke 
by video conference, while former 
ambassador Robert Fowler and 
George Ayittey, from American 
University in Washington, D.C., tes-
tified as individuals. For a complete 
story, see page 1.

—compiled by Brian Adeba

Committees Busy Ahead of Break

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 EMBASSY 3

IN THE HOUSE

By Lee Berthiaume

With the resumption of 
American and European 
Union funding to the 
newly formed Palestinian 

government, it appears Canada will 
be following suit in the near future.

But a number of questions remain 
unanswered, including when Canadian 
funding will start flowing again, how 
much, and by what means.

In addition, with the Gaza Strip 
under the control of the Islamic 
Hamas group, which the Canadian 
government considers a terror-
ist organization, and the secular 
Fatah group controlling the West 
Bank, some are wondering whether 
Canada will focus on the latter.

Foreign Affairs Minister Peter 
MacKay said earlier this week that 
the government supports the Fatah 
government and is looking at ways 
to resume funding.

When Palestinians elevated Hamas 
to power following elections last year, 
Canada was the first country to cut 
ties and funding to the group.

A total of $7.3 million in fund-
ing over four years was suspended 
while approximately $39 million in 
aid was diverted from Palestinian 
government coffers to multilateral 
organizations.

Projects that did not involve the 
Hamas government, however, con-
tinued. One was a Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities’ program 
that worked with local municipali-
ties in Gaza, teaching officials how 
to run a town.

Since 2002, CIDA has contrib-
uted $3.2 million to the FCM proj-
ect, which has continued because 
Hamas officials are not involved.

Brock Carlton, director of FCM’s 
international centre for municipal 
development, said violence within 
Gaza has made implementing the 
project difficult.

“I’d have to go ask the guys 
here when the last time we had a 
Canadian in Gaza,” Mr. Carlton said. 
“Aside from just being there, getting 
in and out was almost impossible.”

The project is set to expire within 
the next few weeks, but the federa-
tion has submitted new proposals and 

ideas for future projects.
The violence in the region has 

left the potential for future projects 
up in the air, Mr. Carlton said.

“I imagine the turn of events 
lately is obviously going to compli-
cate things,” Mr. Carlton said of his 
organizations attempts to secure 
more funding.

“But it may, in fact, make things 
easier if it’s going to focus on the 
West Bank.”

Reem Bahdi, a University of 
Windsor law professor who ran a 
judicial reform project with $4.5 mil-
lion from CIDA until it was suspend-
ed, said Canadian officials will now 
have difficult decisions to make.

“It will be an important ques-
tion, how to deal with Gaza,” she 
said. “The goal of aid resumption 
should be to combat the human 
misery, which has taken deep root 
in the Palestinian areas.”

“We see [the resumption of aid] 
as a positive step, but it should 
be part of an international com-
munity effort to see to it that the 
Palestinian factions are working 
together,” said Samah Sabawi, 
executive director of the Council 
on Canada-Arab Relations.

Martin Rudner, a Middle East 
expert at Carleton University, said 
while the resumption of funding 
for infrastructure will not have an 
immediate impact, “salaries paid 
happen overnight.

“The public service, which in 
Palestinian society is the major 
source of employment and over-
whelming source of income, have 
been unpaid in donkey’s months.”

The money will flow to the gov-
ernment where ministers will dis-
tribute salaries and resources to 
their respective areas.

“They may find ways to sup-
port their offices in Gaza, so long 
as they don’t transgress to Hamas. 
That’s exactly who they don’t want 
to support.”

Mr. Rudner said it’s impossible to 
predict how the situation in Gaza will 
change when Palestinians there see 
their brethren in the West Bank receiv-
ing international support, but the mes-
sage the world is sending is clear.

“It is a very clear message to 
the Palestinian people that Hamas 
is an outlier,” he said. “In the mean-
time the Palestinian Authority will 
be governed and supported.”

— with files from Brian Adeba
lee@embassymag.ca

28 June 2007
7:45 - 9:30 am  

Wellington Room, Ottawa Marriott, 100 Kent St. 
a light breakfast will be provided 

Two leading specialists of the narcotics economy in Afghanistan, David Mansfield and
William Byrd, will address current thinking on this intricate issue and discuss policy options.

Lucy Vanoldenbarneveld of CBC will moderate this event.
Presentations will be followed by a question and answer session. 

For more information or to register: 
www.idrc.ca/events-opium

Supported by:
       Aga Khan Foundation Canada (AKFC) 

       International Development Research Centre (IDRC) 

A panel discussion on the narcotics economy in Afghanistan

Questions on Aid to 
Palestine Need Answers

IN THE SENATE

■ Determining how 
Canadian aid will reach the 
territories will be an issue, 
experts say.



By Brian Adeba

You can say Libyan leader Muammar 
Gaddafi is a bit of an eccentric indi-
vidual. For example, he has a huge 
contingent of female bodyguards 

who accompany him on state visits, and 
although he is credited with modernizing 
Libya, Mr. Gaddafi likes to retreat to his 
Bedouin roots in the desert, where visiting 
heads of state have often made the journey 
to meet him in a tent. 

 In February, Canadian Senate Speaker 
Noël Kinsella drove three hours into the 
desert to meet the Libyan leader. Before the 
journey, Libyan officials had cautioned him 
that the meeting was going to be a 10-min-
ute courtesy call. But as a seasoned public 
figure, Mr. Kinsella knows a thing or two 
about breaking the ice. Nothing impresses 
someone more than greeting them in their 
own language if you are a foreigner. 

Having hastily learned a few words in 
Arabic, he greeted the leader of the Great Arab 
People’s Socialist Republic of Libya with the 
words “Tahiyat,” which means salutations.

Mr. Kinsella remembers the “Brotherly 
Leader and Guide of the Revolution” (one 
of Gaddafi’s many titles) seemed a little 
uneasy at first, and more effort was needed 
to make him comfortable.

“And I said to him, ‘You know, the only thing 
that separates Canada and Libya is water, and 

water is one of the basic things that makes 
things grow. And the purpose of my visit to 
Libya is to try to help grow a new relationship 
between the people of Libya and Canada.’”

The change in the Libyan leader was 
instant.

“He kind of smiled and liked the tone I 
had set,” Mr. Kinsella remembers.

Ten minutes rolled into two hours, and 
by the time Mr. Kinsella left, the two had dis-
cussed many things—including Libya’s ambi-
tious project of pumping water out of the 
desert, where engineers have discovered that 
there is a huge reservoir of fresh water the 
size of Germany. Canadian construction giant 
SNC Lavalin is helping extract the water. Mr. 
Kinsella also pitched the rather futuristic idea 
that agricultural scientists in New Brunswick 
might be able to develop a potato tuber that 
could grow in desert areas in Libya.

In an interview at his Parliament Hill 
office last week, Mr. Kinsella notes that just 
two weeks ago, he received an email say-
ing a Libyan delegation will be visiting New 
Brunswick soon.

This form of diplomacy, often done not by 
ministers and ambassadors, is a kind that the 
Senate speaker engages in frequently, though it 
is usually done quietly, without much fanfare. 
Since being appointed speaker in February 
last year, taking over from Liberal Senator 
Dan Hays, Mr. Kinsella has been dispatched 
to several countries to bolster ties. Last June, 
when Prime Minister Stephen Harper was on 
a mission of rapprochement with the Bush 
administration, Mr. Kinsella and Senators 
Donald Oliver and Colin Kenney were sent 
to Washington, D.C., to meet the leader of the 
U.S. Senate. Last December, when Mexican 
President Felipe Calderon was sworn in, Mr. 
Kinsella accompanied Mr. Harper to the cer-
emony. In addition, every dignitary visiting 
Ottawa drops by his office. 

Naturally, Mr. Kinsella is interested in 
issues regarding Canada’s foreign policy, and 
sources have told me that he is known to 
voice some of his opinions at public gather-
ings. With this in mind, I asked him what 
he thought of the recent closures of the 
Canadian consulate in Milan, Italy. 

The diplomat in him comes out.
“I would assume that the best advice was 

given by the professional public administra-
tors who know the details from the engine 
room of that ministry and they felt this was 
the best decision,” he says.

But as a legislator, he would be curious to 
know what the other options were.

“What percentage of their human resource 
is in Ottawa and what percentage is the 
field?” he asks.

“I have a suspicion that an extraordinarily 
large percentage of our foreign service offi-
cers serve at home, rather than away. I am 
curious to find out why, what’s the rationale 
for that.” 

We shift to a popular topic these days: 
Senate reform. The subject, Mr. Kinsella 
notes, is as old as Confederation itself, and 
that’s 140 years if you do the math. But, Mr. 
Kinsella says, this is the first time that there 
are three crucial items around Senate reform 
in the order paper in Parliament. These are 
the selection process, representation and 
terms. But whatever happens, Mr. Kinsella 
says it’s important to know that it is neces-
sary to have two chambers in a country like 
Canada. The existence of two chambers has 
contributed greatly to the level of freedom 
that Canadians enjoy today since 1867.

“My conclusion is that there is some-
thing right about our system of gover-
nance,” he says.

“Those who want to change it, the burden 
of proof is on their shoulders to guarantee that 
the quality of freedom that we have attained so 
far will be successful under their system.”

Adjustments are necessary, but Mr. 
Kinsella warns that “We must do so without 
throwing the baby out with the bath water.”

Mr. Kinsella was appointed to the Senate 
16 years ago by former prime minister Brian 
Mulroney. His typical day starts at 6 a.m., 
when he wakes up, reads the papers and 
then goes to work. A former academic, he is 
interested in human rights issues. When he 
was appointed Speaker last year, he asked to 
remain on the Senate Standing Committee on 
Human Rights, where he keeps his passion 
for the respect of human dignity alive.
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time former prime minister Jean Chrétien 
announced that the government would 
be sending air, land and sea forces to 
Afghanistan to fight terrorism after Sept. 11, 
2001, the report contends that though the 
initial announcement was big on the physical 
aspect of the intended mission, it was short 
on specific details about the exact role the 
military would be engaged in and where it 
would be conducting its operations.

The report said that when military oper-
ations were launched against the Taliban 
in 2001, the government failed to explain 
why one-third (about six major warships) of 
Canada’s navy was being sent to a landlocked 
country. Another example of poor commu-
nication from the government occured in 
2003, the report said, when the Canadian 
Forces were dispatched to Kabul as part of 
the International Security Assistance Force. 
The report says during the preparations for 
the mission, it became apparent that it was 
going to be a lot riskier than the government 
had portrayed, and that there was a danger 
the media and the Department of National 
Defence would perceive the mission as a 
peacekeeping effort when it was not. 

But the government was not the only cul-
prit in failing to adequately inform the pub-
lic. The report points out that the culture of 
secrecy in the military also contributed to lit-
tle information getting out to the public. For 
example, the report contends  that the navy 
should have explained why it was necessary 
to send ships to a landlocked country.

The report also blames the media for not 
covering complex issues. In the example about 
the navy’s role, journalists were more inter-
ested in the ships’ armament and the fact that 
these ships were part of a larger integrated unit 
comprised of American battle groups, than the 
complex issues regarding preparation, training 
and logistics, the report says. 

Touching on the media’s role in fail-
ing to adequately inform the Canadian 
public, the report says many journalists 
have little understanding of military jar-
gon. This contributes to an inadequate 
understanding of issues regarding titles, 
military terminology and compromises in-
depth reporting. 

Regarding embedding journalists with 
troops in Afghanistan, the report contends 
that while it has been a positive development 
for the military and journalists, serving as a 
means of educating both professions about 
their roles, embedding must be recognized 
for what it is: “An intense, narrow focus on a 
single aspect of a wide-ranging mission.”

Embedding is Limiting
Sharon Hobson, the report’s author, said 

while the media is becoming more informed 
about the military, much work needs to be 
done in terms of understanding issues from 
a much larger perspective. Embedding, she 
said, gives reporters a soldier’s eye view, but it 
needs to be expanded because it is limiting.

“Media outlets tend to think that if they 
have a reporter in Afghanistan, they have 
covered it” said Ms. Hobson, the Canadian 
correspondent for the military magazine 
Jane’s Defence Weekly.

Canada’s embedded reporting is much 
better than that of the U.S. because it gives 
reporters a latitude of freedom, said Stephen 
Thorne, a Canadian Press reporter who has 
spent a year as an embedded reporter over 
the course of three different assignments. 
But at the same time, Mr. Thorne said he is 
concerned about the amount of copy taken 
up by senior army officers.

 “I don’t think our reporters are getting 
enough time with the troops. I think the ser-
geants, the corporals and the warrant officers 
are the backbone of the military, and those 
are the guys who are going to tell you the real 

story. Colonels and generals are paid to give 
you the company line,” said Mr. Thorne.

 Mr. Thorne also said that in-depth report-
ing is lacking because of limited resources 
spent on reporters by media outlets. Often 
times, while a reporter is based with the 
troops in the field, there is no reporter in 
Kabul, for instance, to follow up on the politi-
cal end of a story developing in Ottawa.

However, Mr. Thorne agrees that embed-
ded journalism, despite the fact that in most 
cases it has been confined to a deathwatch, 
is necessary. Mr. Thorne argues that with-
out it, Canadians wouldn’t get a first hand 
account of the situation.

Bob Bergen, a former Calgary Herald 
reporter who covered the conflicts in Croatia 
and Bosnia in the 1990s, said the fact that 
journalists are not able to do in-depth report-
ing on military issues can partly be attrib-
uted to the fact that they spend only a few 
weeks in Afghanistan and return to Canada 
without having developed an understand-
ing of war zone situations. Mr. Bergen, cur-
rently an adjunct professor at the Centre 
for Military and Strategic Studies at the 
University of Calgary, said since 2001, 200 
reporters from media outlets in Canada have 
taken rotational shifts in Afghanistan.

“Editors and senior reporters should get 
together and come up with concepts to 
enable the media to go a lot further as 
a profession in their coverage of military 
issues over time,” said Mr. Bergen, who also 
teaches a course on military journalism.

The fact that the public is not well informed 
about the military’s role in Afghanistan is 
also partly due to the fact that the press and 
military don’t have overlapping interests, 
said David Bercuson, director of the CMSS.

“The military is looking for security and 
the press is looking for information, so natu-
rally there is a clash there,” he said.

While there is no permanent solution to 

this conflict, Mr. Bercuson said it is impor-
tant that both parties enter into dialogue to 
find common ground.

Anthony Salloum, program director with 
the Rideau Institute for International Affairs 
in Ottawa, says if he has concerns about the 
report, it is that it outlines that the military 
and the media be put in a position to ratio-
nalize and sell the mission in Afghanistan.

Mr. Salloum also said he’s discouraged 
by the fact that few journalists seem to raise 
concerns about the positive and negative 
effects of embedding.

“They are navel-gazing and what they 
should ask is whether embedding results in 
the real picture of the situation,” he said.
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Noel Kinsella, the Speaker of the Senate, 
knows when to be diplomatic, but is not 
afraid to speak his mind.
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Brig. Gen. Michel Gauthier, commander 
of the Canadian Forces Joint Task Force 
South West Asia  talks to Canadian jour-
nalists outside the main terminal building 
at Kandahar International Airport.
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By Lee Berthiaume

In advance of free trade negotiations, 
the government has launched consulta-
tions to determine the extent to which 
Canadian companies are concerned about 

intellectual property rights in Colombia, Peru 
and the Dominican Republic.

While experts say consultations prior 
to such talks aren’t unusual, the focus this 
time around has raised eyebrows given that 
Canada generally follows the World Trade 
Organization’s lead on intellectual property 
rights and that the three countries aren’t 
known to be problematic.

According to the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade’s website, the 
government’s interest in consultations stems 
from the increasingly important role intellec-
tual property plays in Canada’s knowledge-
based economy.

“In fact, the competitiveness of Canadian 
firms and other creators or owners of IP 
often depends on their ability to protect 
their intellectual assets and enforce their 
rights,” the call for consultation reads.

“As Canadians become more active in 
foreign markets in areas involving patents, 
trademarks, copyrights or other forms of 
IP, the government wants to ensure that the 
interests of Canadians are protected.”

The website includes a questionnaire and 
responses are due by June 28.

Peruvian Ambassador Guillermo Russo 
said he was not aware of the consulta-
tion and declined to comment. Attempts to 
get comment from both the Colombian and 
Dominican embassies were unsuccessful.

The Canadian government is also soliciting 
comments in advance of negotiations with the 
Caribbean community and Ecuador as well.

Prior to launching negotiations, 
International Trade spokeswoman Anne-
Marie Parent said, the government consulted 
with the provinces and territories, the pub-
lic, businesses and NGOs.

“Canada regularly engages stakeholders 
to ensure that their interests and concerns 
are taken into account in our negotiating 
positions,” Ms. Parent said in an email. “It is 
therefore not unusual to have follow-up con-
sultations on more specific issues as needed 
during the negotiation process.

“The information will help the govern-
ment of Canada develop its approach to 
intellectual property in these negotiations.”

However, she did not say why intellec-
tual property was singled out for further 
discussions.

Rare for Canada to Act Unilaterally
Following the Uruguay Round of World 

Trade Organization negotiations in 1994, 
international property rights laws were intro-
duced and remain the standard for most 
countries, though the United States and 
some other countries have pushed for even 
tougher laws.

Last year, the U.S. government placed the 
three countries, as well as Ecuador, on its 34-
country intellectual property watch list, “mer-
iting bilateral attention to address the underly-
ing [intellectual property rights] problems.”

However, the situation was not severe 
enough to warrant putting the countries on 
the priority watch list, which was occupied 
by 13 countries, including China and Russia.

Michel Gérin, executive director of the 
Intellectual Property Institute of Canada, 

which represents 1,300 professionals in the 
intellectual property protection field, said his 
organization met with Foreign Affairs officials a 
few months ago to discuss a variety of issues.

The officials mentioned that free trade agree-
ment negotiations were on the horizon, and Mr. 
Gérin believes the government, which wants 

more such agreements, is holding the consulta-
tions to take a closer look at all issues.

“It is more on top of the agenda than it 
was in the past,” he said. “People are more 
aware of the issues around it.”

Intellectual property expert Daniel Gervais 
of the University of Ottawa described the 

request as “an interesting consultation pro-
cess,” though also a positive development.

“Canada has not traditionally pushed for 
higher intellectual property protection on its 
own, though it did multilaterally, and rarely 
consulted in this fashion,” he wrote in an 
email yesterday.

Mr. Gervais said he was not aware of any 
major issues concerning intellectual prop-
erty protection legislation in the three com-
panies, though he said the pirating of CDs, 
DVDs and other media is generally higher in 
Latin America than in North America.

“Canadian companies may have problems 
of a more practical nature, especially concern-
ing patent and trademark registration pro-
cesses,” he said. “As a middle power with a 
relatively balanced intellectually property pro-
tection regime…Canada could do even more 
in helping countries around the world develop 
efficient intellectual property offices.”

However, the international laws set out 
under the WTO are considered by some 
observers and certain governments to have 
reduced access to generic medicines, which 
developing countries hope to obtain.

Debra Steger, director of the Emerging 
Dynamic Global Economies Network at the 
University of Ottawa, said Canada’s phar-
maceutical and other research and develop-
ment industries are not as big as in the U.S.

She said intellectual property laws were a 
major stumbling block during negotiations of 
the Free Trade Area of the Americas, partly 
because of the medicine issue.

“It may be that this is going to be a con-
tentious area for those three countries,” she 
said. “They may resist inclusion of intellec-
tual property in bilateral trade agreements. 
So the government may be going out to the 
Canadian private sector and asking if they 
really care about IP.”
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■ The government wants to know 
how intellectual property rights in 
Colombia, the Dominican Republic 
and Peru will affect Canadian com-
petitiveness, a subject experts say may 
be contentious for those nations.

The government has asked for submissions from the private sector and interested parties on 
intellectual property rights before it begins negotiating free trade deals with Colombia, Peru 
and the Dominican Republic. International Trade Minsiter David Emerson announced plans for 
talks with those countries two weeks ago.

PHOTOGRAPH BY JAKE WRIGHT, THE HILL TIMES



Wednesday, June 20, 2007EMBASSY6

“I like this violence...It means other 
Palestinians are resisting Hamas,” 
said a U.S. official some months 
ago to Alvaro de Soto, the UN 

envoy to the Middle East, according to de 
Soto’s confidential “End of Mission Report,” 
leaked to The Guardian newspaper two 
weeks ago. That certainly fits what we 
know about U.S. policy at the time, which 
was to block international cooperation with 
the shaky Palestinian coalition government 
including both Hamas and Fatah elements 
that had been cobbled together after a 
year’s delay, and to build up Fatah’s militia 
for a showdown with Hamas.

The showdown came last week in the 
Gaza Strip, and Hamas has won it. In less 
than a week, at the cost of about 100 
deaths, it has eliminated almost all Fatah’s 
strongholds in the Strip. So the question 
is: was the United States and its Israeli ally 
being naive in boycotting Hamas and back-
ing Fatah—or was their real goal all along 
to split the Palestinians?

In a sense this confrontation has been 
coming for years, because the Gaza Strip 
is an overcrowded open-air prison where 
living conditions are vastly worse than in 
the West Bank, and it has consequently 
always been a breeding ground for extrem-
ism. Nevertheless, the change is dramatic: 
where last week there was one “Palestinian 
Authority” seeking to build an independent 
state in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
the bits of former Palestine that were not 
incorporated into Israel after the war of 
1948, there are now two rival authorities 
with very different aims. 

The West Bank is still run by the 
familiar institutions built up over 40 
years by the late Yasser Arafat: Fatah, the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, and the 
“Palestinian Authority”, the proto-gov-
ernment of what the Oslo peace accords 
of 1993 envisaged as an independent 
Palestinian state. The PA, currently led 
by President Mahmoud Abbas, remains 
committed to the “two-state” solution in 
which Israel and a Palestinian state share 
former Palestine.

The Gaza Strip, however, is now con-
trolled by Hamas, an Islamist organization 
that rejects peace with Israel. Its vision is a 
single Palestine reunited under Islamic law, 
a country in which Palestinian Arabs would 
be the clear majority. (There are currently 
5.5 million Jews and 4.5 million Arabs in 
the lands under Israeli control, but mil-
lions more Palestinian refugees live in the 
surrounding countries.) Hamas says that 
native-born Jews would be welcome to stay, 
but the state of Israel would have to vanish.

The state of Israel is not going to vanish, 

of course—it has by far the strongest army 
in the region, the unquestioning support 
of the United States, and lots of nuclear 
weapons—but this marks the definitive end 
of the “peace process” that began 14 years 
ago. The Israelis blame the Palestinians, 
and the Palestinians blame the Israelis (and 
they are both right), but there will be many 
more years of violence before there is any 
return to serious peace talks. Even another 
Arab-Israeli war is a possibility.

The last exit before this disaster was 
probably passed 17 months ago, when 
the Palestinians elected a Hamas govern-
ment in a fair and free election and Israel 
and the West refused to have anything to 
do with it. The Palestinians had made the 
wrong choice, and they would just have to 
be bludgeoned into changing their minds. 
What followed was a political boycott, a 
financial blockade and, in the case of the 
Gaza Strip, and an almost complete physi-
cal blockade as well.

The aim was to push Fatah and the 
Palestinian Authority into defying the 
election results and taking Hamas on in 
an open civil war. What it actually did, of 
course, was to impoverish and radical-
ize the population, especially in the Gaza 
Strip. The civil war duly arrived, in the 
end, but in the Gaza Strip Hamas won it. 
It never had any chance of winning in the 
West Bank, where there was little fighting 
and Fatah remains in control, so now there 
are two Palestinian proto-states where 
there used to be one.

It is finally true, 10 years after the 
Israelis began saying it, that there really 
is “no one to negotiate with on the 
Palestinian side.” On July 14, Mahmoud 
Abbas dismissed the Hamas-led coalition 
government that had been created three 
months ago in an attempt to re-open chan-
nels of communication with the Israelis 
and the West, declared a state of emer-
gency, and promised new elections. But 
Hamas would win again if they were ever 
to be held, so they probably won’t be.

Back to the original question: were the 
U.S. and Israel being naive and clumsy in 
trying to push the Palestinians into a civil 
war that was bound to end with Fatah con-
trolling the West Bank and Hamas ruling 
the Gaza Strip—or were they being devious 
and very clever? For if the goal was to take 
the spotlight off the continuing expansion 
of Jewish settlements in the West Bank, free 
Israel from pressure to negotiate with the 
Palestinians, and destroy the prospect of a 
viable Palestinian state for at least a genera-
tion, it has certainly been achieved.

The only losers are the ten million 
people
—Jewish, Muslim and Christian—who live 
between the Jordan and the sea. They 
have been condemned to another genera-
tion of war.
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SEEING IS BELIEVING

From time to time, the Cuban embassy in Ottawa sends us a speech or 
sometimes a shorter article it calls “Reflections” by Fidel Castro. In the 
past, they were mostly speeches, often rather long. These days, they are 
usually shorter, pithy little pieces that the aging leader has written for the 

party newspaper, Granma. 
Last week’s reflection was about George W. Bush in Albania. But, of course, it 

was just as much about Fidel:
 

Needing Affection
By Fidel Castro

Albania was really the only place where Bush got any affection, to such an 
extent that the reception in Bulgaria where several thousand people awaited him 
waving little American flags seemed cool to him.

Bush’s support for Albania’s immediate entry into NATO and his decision to demand 
independence for the province of Kosovo made quite a few Albanians a bit crazy.

Newspapers and other media report that some of them, when questioned indi-
vidually, answered:

“Bush is a symbol of democracy. The United States is a protector of people’s 
freedom.”

Thousands of unarmed Albanian soldiers and policemen, because that was 
what the Yankee authorities demanded, stood guard in two columns along more 
than 20 kilometers stretching between the airport and the capital.

The thorny problem of the independence of one part of Serbia is very contro-
versial in Europe, and a precedent that could be followed in several countries by 
other regions claiming sovereignty within current borders.

And so Albania went over from the extreme left to the extreme right.
To live to see it! Seeing is believing!

The aging cold warrior gives the impression he is watching the world change 
before his eyes, ruefully… even gently. We don’t think the old fox has lost his 
teeth, but neither does it seem that he has taken to raging at the dark. 

We do get the feeling that as Castro moves closer to his last days, he is enjoy-
ing more moments of detachment and amusement—even with Bush’s antics. 
Perhaps he is amused that Bush, who is also on his way out, has failed so spec-
tacularly in his foreign policy.

A mellower Fidel? Maybe so. “Seeing is believing” – Y ver para creer.

CHURCH AND STATE

A resurgence of religion continues to take hold around the globe while the position 
of the secular state is called increasingly into question. The old ideas of separa-

tion of church and state that seemed to work so well for the past couple of centuries 
are under stress—much of it of its own making.

When France banned the hijab in public schools, it did so with an agonizing pro-
cess, putting itself in a worse place than where it started. Meanwhile, the Quebec 
village of Hérouxville, which banned the stoning of women, face veils, female genital 
mutilation, or throwing acid at unveiled women’s faces—and then in embarrass-
ment lifted the ban while exposing itself to considerable ridicule—may at least have 
learned a lesson. Two lessons, actually.

The first is that the secular society does work well when the secular state actu-
ally understands something about the religious groups that live in it. The second is 
that the secular state must be a passive one.

Understanding religion used to be easier when there were only a few around. Today 
more homework is required. But ignoring that homework can be a dangerous mistake. 

Passive secularism is the second requirement for success.
Adrienne Clarkson put it well in her LaFontaine-Baldwin lecture, which is excerpt-

ed in the June issue of Walrus Magazine:
“We are a secular state and we have long accepted ourselves that way. But the 

virtue of the passivity of our secularism is what saves us from the kind of ludicrous 
assertion of our right to live in this negative space. The outward signs of difference 
are those which we must learn to accept.”

It’s reasonable to expect that we’ll never succeed at accepting those outward 
signs of difference until we learn a thing or two about their inner meanings.

Quote of the Week: No Normalcy in the West Bank 
if Gaza Goes Under

“The political maxim that people get the leaders they deserve must be reckoned too cruel to apply to the 
Palestinians.” — Fouad Ajami of the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced Studies, The New York 
Times, June 19
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Foreign Aid Bill Would Clean Up Canada’s 
Dirty Development Accounting Practices

OPINION

Official Development Assistance, or 
ODA, must be the global concept that 
is most misunderstood—and there-
fore mismanaged—by Canadians. 

Our inability to mobilize significant political 
will and consensus on this issue is a glaring 
failure of Canada’s role on the international 
stage. With a bill I am currently sponsoring in 
the Senate, Bill C-293, we at last have a chance 
to put our ODA house in order and become a 
leader in global poverty eradication. 

ODA is each wealthy country’s monetary 
contribution to the single goal of eradicating 
poverty around the world. In 2007, 1.2 billion 
people are living in abject poverty; more 
than 800 million people go to bed hungry; 
50,000 people die every day from poverty-
related causes that are entirely preventable; 
and each year 17 million people die of dis-
eases that we know how to cure.

ODA is only a portion of the broader inter-
national assistance envelope that Canada 
dedicates to other countries. To be effective, 
ODA must contribute to poverty reduction, 
take into account the perspectives of the 
poor, and be consistent with international 
human rights standards. In other words, 
ODA must benefit the poor, not the donors.

In 2000, one of the Millennium Development 
Goals adopted by the UN—including Canada—
was to battle world poverty by pledging 0.7 per 
cent of each country’s gross national income 
exclusively for that purpose. This solemn under-
taking was meant to ensure measurable prog-
ress toward eradicating poverty, quite apart 
from funds countries expend on international 

security, foreign policy and other foreign devel-
opment initiatives. Canada is far short of that 
0.7 per cent. We don’t really know by how much, 
however, because our accounting and account-
ability concerning ODA has been abysmal.

There is a solution. Bill C-293, a private 
member’s bill introduced to Parliament by MP 
John McKay in May 2006, is a bold proposal to 
establish a legislated mandate and concrete 
reporting requirements for Canadian ODA. 
If passed, it would be a major breakthrough 
for Canada’s foreign effectiveness and global 
leadership in the fight against poverty. It 
would also militate against Canadian gov-
ernments’ longstanding practice of fudging 
its reporting of ODA amounts by including 
monies spent on foreign security operations, 
reconstruction and development—objectives 
that serve our national interests instead of 
the interests of the world’s poor.

This fudging is far from being a well-hid-
den, dirty little Canadian secret. The world 
ODA accounting body, the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, as 
early as 2002 urged Canada’s ODA agency, the 
Canadian International Development Agency, 
to be given a “clearer mandate, stronger lead-
ership and a more rigorous monitoring sys-
tem.” The OECD well knows that Canada and 
several other western powers inflate their 
ODA numbers by including expenditures that 
clearly don’t meet ODA criteria. In Canada, the 
key to rectifying this is holding CIDA account-
able by law, in this case through Bill C-293.

It is widely acknowledged that, as Canada’s 
foreign aid agency, CIDA is currently a lost lamb, 
lacking a mission and wandering free of account-
ability or transparency. Buffeted continuously 
by the demands of security, reconstruction 
and development around the globe—notably 
in Afghanistan, Iraq and Africa—CIDA reacts 

through fits and starts to try to do a bit of every-
thing so is effective at nothing. Bill C-293 would 
change that, and would oblige the minister 
in charge to implement discrete ODA funding 
that satisfies a poverty-reduction mandate. The 
minister would have latitude to determine how 
best to attack poverty in each location—be it 
through pro-poor growth and improved trade, 
micro-financing, economic development, invest-
ments in health and education—but he or 
she would be required by law to explain to 
Parliament how CIDA’s ODA programs and ini-
tiatives serve the goal of reducing poverty. 

Would the enactment of Bill C-293 repre-
sent a risky lunge into new legislative ter-
ritory? No. Such accountability legislation 
already exists in other countries, including 
the United Kingdom, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Spain, Luxembourg, Denmark and Belgium. 
Bill C-293 builds on these models, and takes 
Canada from the back of the ODA pack to the 
forefront of global poverty reduction.

Political leadership must now prevent 
Bill C-293 from stalling in the chamber of 
sober second thought and letting a mean-
ingful ODA provision fall by the parliamen-
tary wayside—again. Indeed, I have very real 
concerns that delays and nit-picking in the 
Senate may kill the bill in its tracks.

Canadians demand meaningful action from 
their politicians on global poverty. More than 
230,000 Canadians and 700 NGOs have signed 
the ‘‘Make Poverty History’’ petition urging the 
Canadian Parliament for more and better aid 
and to enact legislation to make ending pov-
erty the exclusive goal of Canadian foreign aid. 
The young people I speak to across Canada 
are especially attuned to the ethical and prac-
tical implications of allowing global poverty to 
endure. Let us in Parliament make Bill C-293 
our answer to their call for justice and an end 

to preventable suffering in the world.
Lt.-Gen. Roméo Dallaire is a Liberal sena-

tor and is sponsoring Bill C-293 in the Senate. 
From 2001 until 2005, he was special advisor 
to the minister for international development 
on matters relating to war-affected children.

editor@embassymag.ca
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NDP MP Peter Julian’s 
suggestion that most 

Canadians have been hurt by 
North American free trade 
over the past 15 years makes 
me laugh (“Continental Free 
Trade Has Not Brought 
Prosperity to the Majority of 
Families,” June 13). 

Canada’s unemployment 
rate has fallen from 11.4 per 
cent in 1993 to just 6.1 per 
cent today—the lowest in over 
30 years. Meanwhile, real GDP 
(that’s income) per worker is 
up by about 20 per cent. 

Mr. Julian’s central accu-
sation is that people in cer-
tain low-income groups have 
seen their incomes decline. 
(Analysts call it “stagnation,” 
not decline). The first reason 
Statistics Canada analysts cite 
is a decline in government 
transfers to these groups. 
This is no fault of NAFTA, 
but rather a political choice 
made by Canadian govern-
ments as a direct result of 
the 1990s debt-deficits crisis, 
which was brought on by 
chronic overspending in the 
1970s and 1980s—long before 

free trade. In fact, the burst 
of growth produced by free 
trade helped Canada climb 
out of that debt-deficit trap 
much quicker than expected.

The second cause the ana-
lysts point to is the declin-
ing earnings of recent immi-
grants, who increasingly 
fall into the lowest-income 
groups. But if Canada is not 
integrating new immigrants 
well and does not recognize 
their professional credentials, 
how is this NAFTA’s fault? 

When we look at house-
holds in the bottom income 
group over long periods, let’s 
be clear that we are not actu-
ally talking about the same 
individuals over time. People 
in a low-income group tend 
not to stay there; they move 
up. Single parents and sepa-
rated people form new house-
holds; young people improve 
their educations; immigrants 
eventually learn an official 
language and find work. With 
his high school education and 
inexperience, my 19-year-old 
son may be a low-wage work-
er today—but will he still be 

there in 15 years?  
Mr. Julian complains that 

more Canadians worked 
overtime in 2003 than in 1997, 
but it makes no adjustment 
for a larger labour force or 
declining unemployment. The 
population grew, participa-
tion in the labour force grew, 
employment increased; no 
wonder more people worked 
overtime! Why should over-
time be considered a bad 
thing? Generally it’s well paid, 
a sign of good times, and wel-
comed by employees.

Mr. Julian also blamed 
NAFTA for rising energy bills, 
but Canadians should look a 
great deal further than that. 
All developed countries have 
“significant energy bills.” Is 
energy free in Europe or 
Japan? Average Canadians 
use more energy per per-
son than nearly any other 
people on Earth, Americans 
included. I would think that 
has something to do with 
“significant energy bills.” 

He also says that Canada 
has “given up its right to set 
its own energy policy.” This 

would come as quite a sur-
prise to Canadian federal, pro-
vincial and municipal energy 
officials who spend every day 
developing those policies. 
Why does Mr. Julian’s party 
present a detailed “Green 
Agenda for Canada,” consist-
ing mainly of energy policy 
initiatives? Has Mr. Julian 
informed his party that all this 
was made permanently unat-
tainable by NAFTA?

To Mr. Julian, the “single 
North American energy mar-
ket guarantees a high price 
of energy.” In fact, like most 
large markets, this market 
delivers a lot of product more 
cheaply than smaller markets 
would ever be able to do. In 
fact, Canada began moving 
toward a continental energy 
market in 1984-85, well before 
free trade, because the alter-
native—the National Energy 
Program—had been tried and 
was a widely acknowledged 
disaster. If the NDP has a plan 
that will deliver Canadians 
better, more stable energy 
prices than they are currently 
obtaining through the very 

large, very efficient North 
American market, then they 
should spell it out for voters. 
And they should be sure to 
explain how those cheaper 
energy prices will square up 
with the party’s commitment 
to fight climate change.

Foreign investment “has 
been directed to acquiring 
Canadian firms instead of 
real economic activity.” How 
does plowing funds into a 
company—whether through 
complete or partial owner-
ship—not support “real eco-
nomic activity?” How can 
companies produce goods 
and pay their workers if 
nobody buys into them?

Finally, NAFTA’s investment 
chapter, according to Mr. Julian, 
“has empowered firms to sue 
governments when regulation 
in the public interest violates 
their ‘right’ to profit.” Let’s be 
clear: neither Chapter 11 nor 
any chapter of NAFTA says that 
a firm has a “right” to profit, 

and governments have every 
right to regulate in the public 
interest. But regulation cannot 
be used as a roundabout way 
to expropriate private prop-
erty and private rights. Canada 
negotiated Chapter 11 because 
it protects its own citizens and 
companies.

I wish such muddled, unfair 
attacks on good trade agree-
ments were unusual. Sadly, 
they are all too representative 
of the logic used by NAFTA crit-
ics, who pronounced NAFTA 
guilty from birth and who 
continue to distort the facts 
in order to condemn it—even 
while it quietly continues mak-
ing our populations better off.

JOHN STEWART
Ottawa, Ont.

(The letter writer, a Canadian, 
is an economist with the U.S. 

Department of State. The 
views expressed here are his 

own and not necessarily those 
of the U.S. government).

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
NDP’s Julian Blames NAFTA for Non-Problems

Roméo
DALLAIRE

Bewildered
Liberal MP John McKay responds to 

Senator Hugh Segal’s critique of Bill C-293
www.embassymag.ca

Liberal Senator Roméo Dallaire says CIDA is 
currently a lost lamb, lacking a mission and wan-
dering free of accountability or transparency.
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By Christina Leadlay

Blackwater By Jeremy Scahill
Nation Books  460 pp. $33.50

They say you can’t judge a book by its 
cover, but I think the cold, inky black 
dust jacket on Jeremy Scahill’s new 
book Blackwater conveys a pretty 

good sense of what stories lurk beneath. I get 
a chill just looking at the lone, silhouetted 
figure of a mercenary solider. And that’s noth-
ing to say of the repeated chills one gets from 
actually reading what Mr. Scahill has uncov-
ered about the world’s largest private army.

Mr. Scahill, an award-winning investigative 
journalist who has reported extensively from 

Iraq, has tackled the elephant in the U.S. military 
industry’s room: Blackwater, a North Carolina-
based army founded 10 years ago by an ultra 
right-wing ex-Navy Seal billionaire. But the rise 
of Blackwater and its sister firm Greystone 
is inextricably linked to the evolution of the 
American military into a less bureaucratic, more 
private sector model as envisioned by U.S. Vice 
President Dick Cheney and former defence sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld, the infamous Project 
for the New American Century, and rise of the 
military-industrial complex. Mr. Scahill exposes 
not only the operations and motivations behind 
the profitable world of military contracting, 
but also the lack of accountability in the U.S. 
Defence Department that holds mercenaries 
like Blackwater (are they civilians or soldiers?) 
outside the law.

Proponents view private military contract-
ing as a revolution in military affairs, a more 
affordable and more efficient alternative to 
NATO, UN or U.S. forces; critics see it as a mod-
ern version of the Nazi brownshirts. They are 
a 23,000-strong private army with the power to 
overthrow many of the world’s governments 
without the principles of sovereignty to a nation 
state, and a threat to American democracy. 

If you think the seemingly unending chaos 
in Iraq and Afghanistan is chilling enough, 
this book will definitely leave you cold about 
who is really behind the massive security 
operations there.

christina@embassymag.ca

Chilling New Reality

Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s first 
visit to South America next month is 
very important to promote Canada’s 
medium- and long-term interest in 

the hemisphere. However, his success will 
depend largely on how well he manages to 
convey a balanced message to the region. 
The countries he chooses to visit on his first 
excursion to South America may best reflect 
Canada’s ability and desire to play a sig-
nificant role in the region. This also includes 
the forum he will choose in the region to 
announce his vision for the Americas.

When former prime minister Brian 
Mulroney decided to bring Canada closer 
to the hemisphere, he did so by deciding to 
become a full member of the Organization 
of American States. That was a very wise 
move at the time. 

The Americas are still a project in prog-
ress. There are still several issues which 
each country in the hemisphere needs to 
make greater efforts in improving, such as 
income distribution, building better justice 
systems, offering better access to health and 
education, consolidating the democratic pro-
cess, paying more attention to the environ-
ment, and achieving more sustainable aver-
age growth of no less then seven per cent a 
year. Last, but not least, there is a need for 
greater integration within the region.

Mr. Harper should have a feel for some of 
the countries that can play key roles in South 
America:

Brazil is the engine of growth in South 
America. It is the most important economy of 
South America, and in many respects it is as 
significant as Canada’s. The state of Sao Paulo 
alone has the equivalent of Argentina’s econo-
my. The other most important state is Rio de 
Janeiro. Its economy is equivalent to Chile’s.

Regardless of who is in power, Brazil 
must manage its relations with 10 neighbor-
ing countries. Brazil is one of the leading 
countries among emerging economies that 
are about to overtake Canada’s role in the 
international scene. Today, Brazil is playing 
a very important role in bringing Haiti back 
to a certain degree of normalcy.

Chile is a country that is fully integrated 
into the world economy. Its democracy is 
well established, but not necessarily as solid 
as one would wish. The military’s influence 
is still an important factor for politicians to 
consider. Chile’s achievements on the eco-
nomic and social fronts have been a source 
of inspiration to some countries in the con-
tinent. Chile seems to be poised to play a 
larger role in the hemisphere. 

Canada and Chile are celebrating the 10th 
anniversary of a successful free trade agree-
ment. Canada is a major investor in Chile, main-
ly in the mining sector. However, Chile has some 
issues when it comes to one of Canada’s most 
consistent foreign policy objectives, which is 
to have regional political stability in order to 
have prosperity. Canada has a long established 
tradition of resolving differences as much as 
possible through diplomatic means.

Chile has unresolved border issues with 
two of its three neighbours. Recently, there has 
been a series of articles in the Chilean press 
advocating for a more robust foreign policy to 
defend Chile’s interests, which Chileans feel 
is threatened by its neighbours. In addition, it 

has frequent difficulties in securing its energy 
sources from the only country with which it has 
finally resolved its border issues: Argentina. In 
other words, Chile has not yet demonstrated 
that it can manage a constructive relationship 
with neighbours that are at a different level of 
development. This is surprising since most 
observers would agree that Chile has had very 
good relations with countries with which it 
does not share borders.

For Chile to sustain a so-called robust for-
eign policy, it needs to increase annually its 
defence budget as if the country were under 
some threat. This is financed mainly by a per-
centage of the total sales of its national cop-
per company, CODELCO. This situation could 
potentially create conditions for an arms race 
in the Southern cone, mainly with Bolivia and 
Peru. Fortunately, Peru and Bolivia have, so 
far, resisted the temptation of increasing their 
defence budgets. They have concentrated 
their resources on improving living condi-
tions for their poorest citizens.

As Harper visits his colleagues in South 
America, he could invite Chile to make a 
more visible effort to carry out a policy for 
constructive relations with Bolivia and Peru. 
This would be in Chile’s interest as its private 
sector is already investing in Peru through 
infrastructure, agriculture, finance and trans-
port. The Chilean government should make a 
major effort to seek a solution to the border 
problems it has with Bolivia and Peru. This 
effort would be consistent with its full com-
mitment to the hemisphere’s political stabil-
ity and Chile’s desire to be a regional leader. 
This constructive approach would bring 
great benefits to the Chilean economy as its 
military expenditures would at least remain 
stable, thus freeing-up financial resources to 
make the country less dependent on energy 
coming from Argentina.

In Peru, the prime minister could sup-
port the Peruvian government in monitoring 
and stimulating healthy environmental prac-
tices, particularly in the mining sector where 
Canadian corporations have so much at 
stake. Today, some 80 Canadian companies 
are conducting mining exploration in Peru.

Canada has had a very long experience 
in dealing with indigenous people, some of 
which Canadians would not want repeated 
elsewhere. Indigenous people are the ones 
most affected by mining projects in Peru. 

In Colombia, Canada has a role to play 
in helping to bring peace and security to 
the country. Canada has the ability to help 
the Colombian state establish its presence 
throughout the country, which is one of its 
main challenges. 

Colombia’s stability may be at stake as 
Venezuela is more and more dedicated to 
promoting its political model of participa-
tory democracy and an authoritarian lead-
ership as opposed to the representative 
democracy that Colombians seem to be 
most comfortable with. 

Colombia and Peru have always been very 
committed to regional co-operation through 
the Andean Community of Nations. Both 
countries have an opportunity to demon-
strate that  market-driven economic policies, 
mixed with sound social and environmental 
policies, can be successful in reducing sig-
nificantly poverty levels in the region. 

Jean-Paul Ruszkowski is a Quebec-based 
international business consultant with exten-
sive work experience in the Americas.

editor@embassymag.ca

Harper Will be 
Walking on Eggshells 
in South America
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Save Our Space
Anthony Salloum says Canada badly 

needs a national space policy.
www.embassymag.ca
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Submit your Ottawa-based event 
to listings@embassymag.ca or fax 613-
232-9055 by Friday at 5p.m.

 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20
Luncheon: “Afghanistan: War 

of Words” Sheraton Ottawa Hotel, 150 
Albert St. (613-238-1600; www.publi-
caffairs.ca) 11:45a.m.–2p.m. $68.90; 
$58.30 members; $31.80 students. The 
Public Affairs Association of Canada pres-
ents this lunchtime discussion. Nik Nanos, 
president and CEO of SES Research; 
and Greg Weston, Sun Media’s national 
political columnist, will talk about recent 
polling research on how Canadians view 
their country’s role in Afghanistan and its 
impact on voter support. 

Exhibition: New Canadians 
Parkdale Gallery, 229 Armstrong St. 
(613-614-4308; www.parkdalegallery.
com) Noon-6p.m. Through July 29. 
Canada is known as a country with a 
broad immigration policy that reflects 
the country’s ethnic diversity. As Canada 
Day approaches, get to know some art-
ists originally from Sudan, Yugoslavia, 
India, Brazil, Cuba, and China that have 
chosen Canada to be their new home.

World Refugee Day Event Main 
Public Library Auditorium, 120 Metcalfe St. 
(rsvp 613-818-7082) 7-9p.m. To mark UN 
World Refugee Day, Ottawa Community 
Immigrant Services is hosting a commu-
nity event to recognize the contributions 
refugees make to Canada. There will be a 
panel discussion on refugee issues, stories 
of personal triumphs of refugees in Ottawa, 
and a performance by Afro-Canadian 
musician, The Mighty Popo.

Lecture: “Towards Alternate 
Globalities” B149 Loeb Building, 
Carleton University, 1125 Colonel By Drive. 
(jmeltzer@connect.carleton.ca) 7:30–9p.m. 
Through June 22. As part of a symposium 
on “Revisiting Critical Courses @ Ottawa” 
three public lectures will take place, begin-
ning with Yasmeen Arif, a research scholar 
from New Delhi, India and fellow at the 
University of Minnesota’s Interdisciplinary 
Center for the Study of Global Change, 
who will speak on “Towards Alternate 
Globalities: Mapping Dialogic Spaces 
Amongst and Between the South.” 

 THURSDAY, JUNE 21
Spring Technical Forecasting 

Seminar The Conference Board of 
Canada, 255 Smyth Road. 8:45a.m.–
2:30p.m. $540. The Conference Board 
of Canada presents a half-day seminar 
designed to give its customers an oppor-

tunity to ask questions, hear expert 
analysis on the outlook for Canada, spe-
cific provinces, and global economies. A 
reception and lunch will follow.

Ottawa International Jazz 
Festival National Library of Canada, 
395 Wellington St. (613-241-2633; www.
ottawajazzfestival.com/2007) 5p.m. 
$15. Part of the Ottawa International 
Jazz Festival, through July 1.The Ottawa 
International Jazz Festival returns for anoth-
er year of great music in various downtown 
locations. One of the opening performanc-
es is by Danish trumpeter Jens Winther and 
his band of European instrumentalists.  

CIIA Meeting with Elizabeth May 
Panorama Room, National Arts Centre, 53 
Elgin St. (rsvp by June 19, 613-726-8221; 
ciia.ncb1@sympatico.ca) 5p.m. meeting; 
6:45p.m. dinner; 8p.m. presentation. $50; 
$5 presentation only; $40 members and 
students. Members are invited to the CIIA’s 
annual general meeting, to be followed 
by dinner and a presentation by Green 
Party leader Elizabeth May on “Policy for 
a Healthy Planet.” Ms. May will explore 
how is it that Canada is so far off-side our 
international Kyoto commitments.

Fête de la Musique Galerie 
de l’Alliance Française, 352 MacLaren 
St. (613-234-9470 ext. 226; www.
af.ca/ottawa) 6p.m. Free. The Alliance 
Française hosts an evening of music to 
celebrate the start of the summer. Dozens 
of francophone musicians from Canada, 
Europe and Africa will be playing short 
15-minute sets all evening long. 

Lecture: “The Disagreements of 
Diversity” A602 Loeb Building, Carleton 
University, 1125 Colonel By Drive. (jmelt-
zer@connect.carleton.ca) 7:30–9p.m. 
Through June 22. This is the second in 
a series of three lectures in conjunction 
with a symposium on “Revisiting Critical 
Courses @ Ottawa.” John Brown Childs, 
sociology professor at the University of 
California, Santa Cruz, will speak on 
“The Disagreements of Diversity and the 
Diversity of Disagreements: Constructive 
Disputing in Transcommunal Settings.”

 FRIDAY, JUNE 22
Eastern Caribbean Night at the 

Races Rideau Carleton Raceway, 4837 
Albion Rd. (reserve 613-822-2211; www.
rideaucarletonracewayslots.ca/news) 6p.m. 
The first ever Eastern Caribbean States 
evening at the Rideau Carlton Raceway is 
tonight. Guest chef Lennox Antoine from 
Island Flava Caribbean Restaurant will cook 
up a buffet featuring jerk chicken, curried 
beef, rice and peas, and johnny cakes.

Marisa Lindsay & the Eddie 
Bullen Band Main Stage, Confederation 
Park. (613-241-2633; www.ottawaja-
zzfestival.com/2007) 6:30p.m. $25. 
Through July 1.Born in Barbados, Karen 
“Marisa Lindsay” Griffith is a soulful, sen-
sual woman with a charismatic personal-
ity. She received vocal training in Cuba 
and is musically influenced by Natalie 
Cole, Aretha Franklin and Billie Holiday, 
as well as world music.

Lecture: “Politics of Land 
Reform in South Africa” A602 
Loeb Building, Carleton University, 1125 
Colonel By Drive. (jmeltzer@connect.car-
leton.ca) 7:30–9p.m. Lungisile Ntsebeza, 
associate professor of sociology, 
University of Cape Town in South Africa, 
will give a presentation on “Politics of 
Land Reform in South Africa. ”

Coco Zhao National Arts Centre, 53 
Elgin St. (613-241-2633; www.ottawa-
jazzfestival.com/2007) 10:30p.m. 
$15. Part of the Ottawa International 
Jazz Festival, through July 1.Chinese 
jazz vocalist Coco Zhao performs his 
unique blend of contemporary American 
jazz with lyrics sung in Chinese, accom-
panied by his band Possicobilities. 

 SATURDAY, JUNE 23 
Ottawa Dragonboat Race 

Mooney’s Bay Park, Riverside Drive 
(613-238-7711; www.dragonboat.net) 
Through June 24. The annual Nortel 
Ottawa Dragonboat Race returns this 
weekend. Head down to Mooney’s Bay 
to watch the races throughout the day, 
and experience the other family-friendly 
activities on the beach.

Chinese Folk Dance Performance 
Special Exhibitions Gallery C, Museum of 
Civilization, 100 rue Laurier, Gatineau, 
Quebec. (819- 776-7000; www.civiliza-
tion.ca). 1 p.m., 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. $10; 
$8 seniors and students. Discover China’s 
many regions and ethnicities though the 
colourful dance performances of The 
Ottawa Chinese Dance Troupe, as part of 
the Treasures from China exhibition. 

The Soldiers of Salamina 
National Library of Canada, 395 
Wellington St. (613-232-6727; www.cfi-
icf.ca) 7p.m. $9; $6 member. Based on 
Javier Cercas’ 2001 novel, this film tells 
the story of a young Spanish novelist who 
investigates the enigmatic legend of writer 
and ideological fascist Rafael Sánchez 
Mazas whom, she discovers, escaped 
execution during the Spanish Civil War 
with the help of a young soldier. Dir. David 
Trueba. Spain 2003. Spanish, Catalan 
and French with English subtitles. 

Alpine Fire National Library of 
Canada, 395 Wellington St. (613-232-
6727; www.cfi-icf.ca) 9:15p.m. $9; $6 
member. A family of four lives and farms 
in isolation near the top of a Swiss Alp. 
Their mentally challenged deaf-mute son 
is fast coming into puberty, and takes 
off up the mountain and builds his own 
small empire of fortresses, towers and 
phallic monuments. The tension increases 
when his teenage sister comes to bring 
him food, and stays the night with him. 
Dir. Fredi M. Murer. Switzerland 1985. 
Swiss German with English subtitles.

Maris Briezkalns National Arts 
Centre, 53 Elgin St. (613-241-2633; 
www.ottawajazzfestival.com/2007) 
10:30p.m. $15. Part of the Ottawa 
International Jazz Festival, through July 
1.Four of Latvia’s best jazz musicians, 
led by Maris Briezkalns (one of the 
former Soviet Union’s most famous jazz 
percussionists), perform their post-bop 
and Latin-influenced material, along with 
some jazz standards. 

 SUNDAY, JUNE 24
Workshop: International 

Humanitarian Law University of Ottawa. 
(613-562-5800 ext. 3071; www.cdp-hrc.
uottawa.ca/dih-ihl/index_e.html) 10:30a.m. 
$1200; $600 students. Through June 28. 
University students, NGO representatives 
and government officials are invited to this 
four-day workshop seminar on international 
humanitarian law. Lecturers from the Human 
Rights Research and Education Centre, the 
University of Ottawa, the ICRC, and the 
Canadian Red Cross will speak on a variety 
of topics, including prisoners of war, armed 
conflicts, the war on terror and protection 
of civilians.

Multicultural Festival and Food 
Fair 225 Centrum Blvd., Orleans. 1-
4p.m. Free. The Multicultural Association 
of Orleans presents its second annual 
festival and food fair in an effort to 
promote cultural values, respect, servic-
es and community support. Experience 
music, singing, dancing and food from 
diverse nations.

Tim Kliphuis National Arts Centre, 
53 Elgin St. (613-241-2633; www.ottawa-
jazzfestival.com/2007) 10:30p.m. 
$15. Part of the Ottawa International 
Jazz Festival, through July 1.Dutch vio-
linist Tim Kliphuis has been hailed as 
the successor to great violin jazz master 
Stéphane Grappelli, and he will perform 
with his London-based quartet. 

 MONDAY, JUNE 25
Slovenia celebrates 16 years of 

independence from Yugoslavia. Contact 
the embassy (613-565-5781).

Today is Croatia’s independence 
day, commemorating its independence 
from Yugoslavia in 1991. Contact the 
embassy (613-562-7820).

UMO Jazz Orchestra National Arts 
Centre, 53 Elgin St. (613-241-2633; www.
ottawajazzfestival.com/2007) 10:30p.m. 
$15. Part of the Ottawa International Jazz 
Festival, through July 1.This big band from 
Finland commissions and performs as much 
new material as possible, constantly col-
laborating with visiting conductors and 
soloists from abroad, growing it repertoire 
of 1,200 compositions.

 TUESDAY, JUNE 26
On this day in 1960, Madagascar 

gained independence from France. 
Ambassador Constant Horace will cel-
ebrate this evening with an invitation-
only reception. Contact the embassy 
(613-567-0505). 

Lunch with Peter Mansbridge 
Ballroom, Fairmont Chateau Laurier, 1 
Rideau St. (819-682-2877; www.cana-
dianclubottawa.ca) Noon. $45; $35 
members; $32 seniors. The Canadian 
Club of Ottawa presents a lunchtime 
presentation by CBC News chief cor-
respondent Peter Mansbridge, who will 
speak on “Canada: How Others See Us 
and How We See Ourselves.”

Afghanistan: A Glimpse of War 
Tour Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae 
Gallery, Canadian War Museum, 1 Vimy 
Place. (819-776-8600; www.warmu-
seum.ca) 3 p.m. $10; $7 seniors; $6 
students. Register at the information desk 
to join War Museum and guest expert 
for an hour-long, in-depth tour of the new 
exhibition on the war in Afghanistan.

Aki Takase Project National 
Library of Canada, 395 Wellington 
St. (613-241-2633; www.ottawajazz-
festival.com/2007) 5p.m. $15. Part of 
the Ottawa International Jazz Festival, 
through July 1.The Embassy of Japan 
invites you to a performance by Osaka-
born, Berlin-based pianist Aki Takase 
who will showcase her love for Fats 
Waller as well as some of her own 
original pieces. 

New Jungle Orchestra 
National Arts Centre, 53 Elgin St. 
(613-241-2633; www.ottawajazzfes-
tival.com/2007) 8p.m. $15. Part of 
the Ottawa International Jazz Festival, 
through July 1.The Danish Arts Council 
presents Danish guitarist Pierre Dorge 
and his 10-piece ensemble who spe-
cialize in a cutting-edge sound fus-
ing Bollywood, blues and world music 
rhythms.

 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27
UN Population Report Launch 

Le Salon, National Arts Centre, 53 Elgin 
St. (rsvp by June 22 613-562-0880 ext. 
226; www.acpd.ca/acpd.cfm/en/sec-
tion/unfpa2007) 10a.m.–noon. Action 
Canada for Population and Development 
invites you to the Canadian launch of the 
UN Population Fund’s report, “State 
of World Population 2007: Unleashing 
the Potential of Urban Growth” Patricia 
Leidl, media advisor and senior editor 
with the UNFPA, is the special guest.

ICP Orchestra National Arts Centre, 
53 Elgin St. (613-241-2633; www.ottawa-
jazzfestival.com/2007) 10:30p.m. 
$15. Part of the Ottawa International 
Jazz Festival, through July 1.Holland’s 
ICP Orchestra (Instant Composers Pool) 
blends European improvised music, jazz 
and the Dutch irreverent attitude into 
sophisticated yet enjoyable music.

OTTAWA Listings

Submit your Toronto-based event 
to listings@embassymag.ca or fax 613-
232-9055 by Friday at 5p.m. 

 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20
Panel: Safety of Canada’s 

Food and Health Infrastructure 
CIIA National Office, Suite 302, 205 
Richmond Street West. (register by June 
18, 416-977-7521; www.ciiatoronto.
ca) 5:30–8p.m. $25; $15 members; 
$10 students. The CIIA presents a panel 
session on “Food, Health and Critical 
Infrastructure: How Safe is the Canadian 
System.” Craig Gibson, an informa-
tion security consultant; Thomas Pawlick, 
author and food security expert; and 
Dr. Peter A. Singer, co-director of the 
McLaughlin-Rotman Centre for Global 
Health will discuss how globalization 
has impacted our food, health and com-
munications security.

 THURSDAY, JUNE 21
Lunch with Alfred Apps The 

Intercontinental Hotel Ballroom, 225 
Front St. West. (register 416-306-
0899. www.ecot.ca) $73.14; $62.54 
members.11:45a.m.–1:30p.m. The 
Economic Club of Toronto invites you 
to a luncheon with Alfred Apps, a 
senior partner with Fasken Martineau 
DuMoulin LLP and chair of the Centre 
for Addiction and Mental Health’s 
Foundation Board, who will speak on 
“The Unspoken Challenge to Canadian 
Competitiveness.” Mr. Apps will discuss 
the little-known link between innovation, 
creativity and productivity with mental 
health and addiction.

 SATURDAY, JUNE 23
Exhibition of Contemporary 

Asian Art Artcore/Fabrice Marcolini, 
Pure Spirits Building, 55 Mill St. 
(416.920.3820; www.artcoregallery.
com) Through Sept.1. Curator Liu Jian 
has assembled a selection of paint-
ings, photography, prints, and video 
drawn from a vibrant group of both 
emergent and established Asian artists, 
in this exhibition: Asiana: A Survey of 
Contemporary Asian Art. A powerful, 
exhilarating, and defining dialogue on 
a vital slice of Asian art today.

 SUNDAY, JUNE 24
Water Conference and Expo 

Metro Toronto Convention Centre, 255 
Front St. West. (800-926-7337; www.
awwa.org/ace07) $125-1,140; $125-
940 members; $55 students. Through 
June 28. The American Water Works 
Association is hosting its annual confer-
ence and expo, “The World’s Water 
Event.” It is a chance for those in the 
water industry to learn more about 
water safety issues, best practices, the 
latest water technology and tours of 
local facilities.

 TUESDAY, JUNE 26
Lunch with Ian C. W. Russell 

The National Club, 303 Bay St. (register 
416-306-0899. www.ecot.ca) $73.14; 
$62.54 members.11:45a.m.–1:30p.m. 
The Economic Club of Toronto welcomes 
Ian C.W. Russell, president and CEO of 
the Investment Industry Association of 
Canada, who will give a presentation 
entitled, “Reports of Canada’s Death 

Exaggerated – A Contrarian View of 
the ‘Hollowing Out’ Theory.” Mr. Russell 
will provide a larger, positive context of 
foreign ownership of Canadian firms, 
with several policy suggestions for maxi-
mizing the benefits of globalization for 
Canadians. 

 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27
Lecture: “Coalition Building” 

London/Edinburgh Room, The Sutton 
Place Hotel, 995 Bay St. (register 
www.publicaffairs.ca) 7:15 a.m. 
breakfast; 8a.m. presentation. $53; 
$42.40 members; $31.80 students. 
Bruce Cox, executive director of 
Greenpeace Canada, will give a 
presentation on “Coalition Building: 
Capturing the Public Mind and the 
Political Agenda.” Mr. Cox will look 
at Ontario’s June 11 green plan and 
see if the six-point plan proposed by 
a coalition of environmental groups 
made it into the document.

Lecture on Dr. Milada 
Horakova Vivian and David 
Campbell Conference Facility, Munk 
Centre for International Studies, 1 
Devonshire Place, University of Toronto. 
(janet.hyer@utoronto.ca; www.
utoronto.ca/mcis) 6:30–8:30p.m. 
Consulate General of the Czech 
Republic presents a lecture by journal-
ist and historian Marek Janac who will 
give a presentation on “Dr. Milada 
Horakova: Admired by Democrats, 
Feared by Communists.” Dr. Horakova 
was a Czech democratic opposition 
leader who was executed by the 
Communist regime in 1950.
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Canadian, satisfies a good deal of this exis-
tential angst.

With ease, he steps into the company of 
other social chroniclers past and present who 
cover similar ground: Alexis de Tocqueville, 
Samuel Huntington, and Canadians Michael 
Adams and J.L. Granatstein. He is provocative 
and entertaining like Adams and Granatstein, 
but much less opinionated. That doesn’t 
mean he doesn’t have opinions, it’s just that 
they are more open-ended.

For local readers, Mr. Cohen, who teaches 
journalism and political science at Carleton 
University and writes a regular column for 
the Ottawa Citizen, is happy to leap into the 
argument over how ugly, unprogressive and 
generally backwater Ottawa is outside of the 
Parliamentary precinct. 

Most Ottawans enjoy this argument and 
are perfectly willing to take either pro or con 
sides depending on their state of mind, the 
weather or any other mood-altering situation. 
When Mr. Cohen’s book first came out early 
last month, Citizen readers were treated to the 
bizarre spectacle of the paper devoting more 
than two full broadsheet pages to excerpts of 
the book, which set out some of the capital’s 
worst failures—accompanied by an editorial 
entitled “Andrew Cohen is Wrong.” The result 
may have been journalistically schizophrenic, 
but it seemed to help sales in Ottawa. His 
book has already become a Canadian best-
seller, which means that more than 5,000 cop-
ies have been already been sold.

Spending his days teaching at Carleton 
University, Mr. Cohen couldn’t avoid an archi-
tectural review of the city. The university’s 
campus—for anyone who has not driven 
through it on the way to the airport—is 
located on a site of great natural beauty but is 
constructed in a style that thumbs its nose at 
its surroundings. It and several other Ottawa 
monstrosities earn his sardonic comments:

•Carleton U.: “A campus of remarkably 
insipid buildings all turned away from the 
water, staring at each other forlornly.”

•The NAC building “is simply ugly, remi-
niscent of a Stalinist detention centre.

•Bank Street: “No less a blight than 
Rideau…seedy and scruffy…a varicose vein.” 

• The Ottawa library: “A blockhouse. It is 
now crowded and crumbling, held together 
by chicken wire and duct tape.”

How can you not appreciate a writer who 
calls a city’s main thoroughfare “a varicose 
vein”?

Canada’s Famed Ambiguity
But not everyone is such a great fan of 

Mr. Cohen’s prose. In a recent interview, he 
said some readers have called him a snob 
and a racist.

The snob comments might well be justi-
fied. The Unfinished Canadian does have an 
elitist point of view, but it is not arrogant or 
condescending—it’s just a bit lofty.  So what. 
Andrew Cohen isn’t running for office.

But the racist attack is something else. It 
came about when Mr. Cohen’s book moved 
away from the lighter fare of who we think 
we are and what an ugly city we allow 
ourselves to build to two themes that he 
believes are substantively important to 
Canada’s future: immigration and federal 
government decentralization or devolution. 
He believes that both problems are “the 
greatest threats to Canada in the next half 
century.”

At this point it’s important to say that 
Andrew Cohen is no racist. His criticisms of 
immigration policy are not mean-spirited. 
Nor do they echo any of the McCarthyite 
sort of ideas linking immigrants and refu-
gees with terrorism that sometimes ema-
nate from places like the Fraser Institute in 
Vancouver.

But new Canadians are a problem for 
Canada’s future, as Mr. Cohen sees it, not 
because they are immigrants per se or because 
great numbers of them arrive every year. The 
problem is that Canada (and here he frequently 
means the federal government) has not given 
them the right rules, the support and the vision 
to more quickly share in Canada’s growth. 

 The point about new Canadians is not 
how many passports they have in their 
sock drawers, but what is their loyalty 
and commitment. This is where Canada’s 
famed ambiguity starts to enter the equa-
tion. Canada’s ambiguous approach to hard 
policy has usually served it well. It worked 
with the conscription crisis in Quebec, and 
in many other ways it helped keep the fed-
eration together.

But today it offers little to new Canadians. 
It especially doesn’t show them a clear 
vision to which they can attach their own 
talents and ambitions.

Threat of Quiet Devolution
Mr. Cohen reminds us that there is noth-

ing immortal about Canada. “The Soviet 
Union and Yugoslavia have collapsed. 
Korea and Cyprus remain divided. China, 
Indonesia, Malaysian, Nigeria and other het-
erogeneous states worry about survival,” 
he said.

Meanwhile the strains of multiculturalism 
begin to merge with the threat of quiet devolu-
tion. “The provinces will continue to demand 
more powers from the centre and will get 
them,” he said. “The Conservatives believe 
in a smaller federal government. Instinctively, 
Stephen Harper is a devolutionist; given a 

majority, he will reduce the authority of the 
dominion government.”

Mr. Cohen make an eloquent case that 
this is not the time for devolution in Canada. 
Quite the opposite, it’s time to centralize:

• In national standards for education in 
history;

• In rebuilding our meager commitment 
to foreign aid and peacekeeping;

• By taking pride in and rebuilding Canada’s 
capital (This includes putting the National 
Portrait gallery back on Wellington Street).

Although his reasons for putting some 
muscle back into Ottawa are generally cul-
tural, his arguments may also prove timely for 
other reasons. Global warming and a looming 
energy crisis both demand that Canada will 
soon have to craft a strong national energy 
policy if it is to survive this gathering storm.

And then there is the American connection. 
America, he reminds us, is much more 

than the misadventures and ineptitude of the 
George W. Bush Administration.

“Canadians forget the America of Franklin 
D. Roosevelt and Harry S. Truman, who 
introduced the Marshall Plan. We forget that 
Eleanor Roosevelt chaired the committee at 
the United Nations that crafted the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. It was drafted 

by her colleague, John Humphrey, a former 
professor of law at McGill University.”

Mr. Cohen clearly likes a lot about 
America. But he also wants Canadians to 
have a smarter view of the U.S. Canadians, 
he says, will become “less vulnerable to the 
narcissism of small differences when we 
become more confident of ourselves.” Good 
advice for anybody.

After the end of August, Andrew Cohen 
will be looking at Canada from a different 
perspective. He is moving to Berlin for a year 
with his 11-year-old son, nine-year-old daugh-
ter, and wife, Mary Gooderham, a journalist, 
author and editor who was a science writer 
for The Globe and Mail for many years. He 
will be a visiting fellow at the Aspen Institute 
and is writing a new short biography on 
Lester Pearson for Penguin, and doing a proj-
ect on national memory in Germany.

Before he boards his flight for Europe 
we should thank him for reminding us that 
Canada can be “more than a postal code.” But 
we especially have to thank him for the way 
he inspires that debate with wit and style and 
an open-ended fairness. As a good Canadian, 
he’s rarely dogmatic but not so ambiguous 
that you don’t’ know where he’s going.
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Lucky Strike: Harvey Slack, the executive director of the Canadiana Fund (left) discovered author Andrew 
Cohen sitting at a table at the Métropolitain restaurant, dashed across the street to Chapters bookstore to 
buy their last copy of The Unfinished Canadian, and returned in time to snag an autograph. 
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