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Abstract

This dissertation takes as a case study Sa
Scribbler(18211827) to examine the field of cultural productiarLower
Canadanto which theScribbleremerged and existetstudythe influence that
the government and theerchant class had over print publication in this early
period, the existence of British Romantic aesthetics in the periodicals of early
Canada, and the ways in whiatperiodical can propose and perfam
understandings of community and nationhood.
In chapterOne | analyse the historical circumstances of the field of
cultural production in Lower Canada from 181828, especially in its
relationship to the fields of power and economyvestigatehe growing
persuasive power and symbolic capital thattpaccrued during thiur trade
c 0 mp a pamghketéering war. | explain how both Lord Dalhousie and the
merchants were involved in literary production to serve their own ends, and how
Wilcocke positioned himself rhetorically against these two positg &ty
appropriatinghe pamphleteering style and then the language of diplaniracy
chapterTwo, | describe th&cribble® positiontaking through its materiality and
form. Specifically, | examine the influence of the Romantic construction of the
editorialpersona on th8cribblerand t he Romanti ¢ magazi neso® i
of maintaining variety while celebrating subjectivityositthat British
Romanticism had a greater impression on Cendderature than schats have

hitherto acknowledgedn chaterThree | argue that Wilcocke cultivates a sense



of belonging in the&Scribbleib s r e aas well &s pronpoting protenationalist
identity as part o&n attempt to increase haaltural capital TheScribbler

performs the active participation of ceEas in order tanspire andsolidify its
centralityto the communityl examine the implications of the recognition of local
writing and the attention paid in text to Canada as a place worthy of existence
beyond its definition as an empirical outpost or a mercantile trading spgué

for periodicals as sites of politicemaginings and the powerful ramifications that
a periodical 6s attempt to position

on the construction afollectiveidentity.
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Introduction

The years 1817 to 1828 distinguish a period of exceptional growth in British

North American print production. Numerous wkHown texts arose in the period

such as the first novel i n Etn.glUrsshyl adud i a
Convent(1824)andt he f i rst Byroni c @harwari, George Lon
(1824) Two volumes of poetryappeared, as did at least ten long poems,

including AdanfalbboRoat{ 1Bl 8ve,l ladmsd Ol i ver Gol ds
Rising Village(1825).0utside of these traditional litety genres, there existed

even greater print activity. Indeed, pamphlets and periodicals dominated the

literary scene, particularly in thdontréalarea. The inhabitants of Lower Canada

earnestly wrote, printed, circulated, and consumed pamphlets osldgatts

such as the future of banking practices, the amalgamation of Lower and Upper

Canada, and the progress of tlagtiine canal. The greatest local print production

by far, however, was in the periodical genre. In Lower Canada alone, over fifty

periodcals circulatedluringthis nineyear period (Dionne 2888). Four English

newspapers circulated simultaneouslantréalin 1824 while the English

speaking population was less tha@(® (Talbot 78) Print had become an integral

! These aré¢ours of Childhood1820) attributed té\riel Bowman and Margaet Bl enner hassett o
The Widow of the Rock and Other Podt&24).
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part ofp e o pdveryday livesNewspaper editors, patrons, pamphleteer

printers, proprietors, and poets arose both to supply and help craft the desire for
locally produced works. Though little studied todpgople such as David
Chisholme, A. J. Christie, Henry DristdE. V. Sparhawk, Ariel Bowman, James
Brown, Thomas Turner, Thomas Fisher, William Gray, Nahum Mower, James
Lane, Jocelyn Waller, Thomas Cary, John Neilson, Augistirbert Morin,

Michel Bibaud, Chare8ernard Pasteur, Ludger Duvernay, Mungo Kayd

Sanuel Hull Wilcocke produced local writing in Lower Canaéashift occurred
during this periodvhereby locallyprinted materials became critidalc ol oni st s 0
attempt to define themselvedontréalin particular contained a multitude of
competing, inchoatenderstandings of collective identiythrough ethnicity,

country of origin, language, and political and religious bedefsany of which
colonistscrafted, maintained, and struggledegitimize through the medium of
print. It was a time of literary innotian, in whichparticularlyperiodicals were
launched in a struggle to define cultural legitimacy, a debate that seemed to

remain stubbornly open the colony.

This dissertation takes as a case study
the Scribbler(1821-1827) to examine this rise in print production in Lower
Canada. My work is informed by Pierre Bour
of cultural production. | examine the field of cultural production into which the
Scribbleremerged and existeddthe rhetorical, formal, and ideological
positiontaking made by th&cribblerin its struggle for dominance in the field.

Looking at early Canadian |l iterature throuc
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explains the composition &cribblerby its literary, economic, and political
surroundings and the dynamics of field, but it also brings into focus challenges to
the established notions of the relationship between British and Canadian literature
at the turn of the nineteenth century as \asthe role hat literature played in

nation building A study of theScribblerforefronts the influence that the

government and the merchant class had over print publication in this early period,
the existence of British Romantic aesthetics in the periodicals of@anlgda,

and the ways in which periodicals proposed and performed a variety of
understandings of community and nationhdqghrticularly what | term a settler
colonial publi® in early nineteenttenturyMontréal forty years before
confederationAlthough Bairdieu informs the entire dissertation, | leave his

strictly materialist model in order to do close formal and hermeneutical readings
of theScribble® s p otakings and of the ways in which these poskHiakings
influence an understanding of what qmises early Canadian literatute this
dissertation, | hope to demonstrate the power of print in an emerging political
body, to explicate the variety of discourses available and popular in early Canada,
and to further theoretical understandings ofréiationshipsamongperiodical

publications, economic structures, and politidablogy.

The period 1817 to 1828 is bookended by nexuseasagdr political,
economic, and literary events. The beginning of my study,,i81f7e year that
the pamphletearig war bet ween the Hudsonds Bay
Company, in which Wilcocke was involved, causedNtomntréalpresses to

become of great social and political importarnidee year 181Wwasalsothe year

C o my
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the Bank oMontréalwas established gtnarcang Montréalas the economic

centre of Bitish North America. It also markdtie beginning of a stretch of
turbulent years in politics. By 1817, after only a couple of years as Governor
General, Lord Sherbrooke had patched up the political rivalnydernthe British

and the French in Lower Canada. However, he had a stroke in early 1818, and
turned over the power over to the Duke of Richmond (Burrqugh$i ShejJ.br ookeo
French and English relations disintegrated and continued to worsen through Lord
Dahousi e0s s uditer eeqaplacklenndx exrl8th9. My study ends in
1828, the year Lord Dalhousie was recalled from his position as Governor
General of British North America because of his-&nénch sentiments.

Wilcocke, having retired th8crilbler in 1827, shifted his approach to literary
production and by 1828his last attempt at a periodical, tBelonial Magazine,

had failed after just a few issues. The year 1828 also saw a new, successful,
radical newspaper enter the field of culturaldarction:thelrish Vindicator
(18281837). It wasone ofthe first radical English newspaperhontréal and it

significantly altered the dynamics of the field of cultural production.

Though the different British North American colonies were all on the
sane continent, they communicated primarily through the hub of London. Robert
Mackinnon declarethattn Each col ony formed a discrete e
separate linkages to distant marketso (179
the colonies,therwas | i ttl e political or soci al di sc
part of a simple system of hierarchy of British North American towns; the towns

of different British North American colonies commanded local trades and were
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connected to the outsideworldbue r e | i tt 1l e conlHaeist ed t o eac
172). Thus, my study is limited to Lower Canada, and primarily to its economic
and literary heartMontréal In this way, | can focus on the peculiar political and

economic influences that were apparent in thisny alone.

Montréalin the 1820s was bilg looking in two directions: west to the fur
trade and a&st to the centre of the Empire. As Susanna Moodie notes of a slightly
later period, thougMontréalhad numerous buildings that were noteworthy to
travellers and thus shared the sublimityQuiébedCity, it was also full of filthy
streets and open sewers (Moodie 42). It was the frontier where ships ended their
journey down the St. Lawrence to drop off emigrabtsund for the wilds of
Upper Canada, and tipacewhereoverwintering fur traders cantomwnthe
Ottawariver from the hinterlands to deposit their futlsus its resident base was
fluid. It was a hub, a commercial junction, the hipgent that linked the new
unknown world of the hinterland to tloéd familiar world of Europe. It was a city

in flux.

The population oMontréalwas an aggregate of several smaller
communities, all of which wished to maintain their unique natures. In 1817,
Edward Alexander Talbot surmised tihdédntréab s p o p ull6,800 soalsr o f
comprised 10,000 French Catholics, 1,500 English Anglicans, 2,000 Scots

Presbyterians, 500 Irish Protestants, 500 Irish Catholics, and 1,500 American

2 Though we refer to people coming to a country as immigrants today, those who left Europe for

British North America considered themselves, and were considered by others, emigrants,

demongtating their close ties to their country of origin in defining their identity. This perspective

is evinced in literature of the timBemigraaeattded t o ne
Handbook(1821) that provided, among other information, aegjtural techniques suitable for the

British North American land and climate.
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Protestants (Talbot #89). Thus, though over a third of the population spoke
English, the grup was fragmented. In additiddpntréalconsistently had a large
transient population. Neemigrants stopped &fontréal but unable to settle in
Lower Canada because it was protected by the seigniorial system, they had to
move on from there to Upper Gaaa (Wilson 8@85). The censuses recorded by
JosepiBouchette claim the population bfontréalCounty had an inconsistent
growth rate, gowing from 37, 538in 1822 to 45,389 in 1825 and down to 39, 521
in 1827; however, Upper Canada grew steadily from 95, 000 in 1814 to 157,923
in 1825, and would gain another hundred thousand in the next seven years
(Ballstadt iQuesb 3-4). Since all the immigrants who wentUpper Canada
landed atMontréal therewerean enormous number of transient people who
entered the city. The constant entry and exit of people to andViammtréal

coupled with the fragmented English population, made it exceedingly difficult to

maintan a large enough subscription list to secure periodical production.

TheScribblerprovides a useful castudyto examinethe field of cultural
production in the early nineteenth century and to investigate the types of literary
production that were occumg at that time. Th&cribbleb s t hi nl'y veil ed
depictions of thélontréalpopulaceallow for areadingof the ways in whiclihe
Scribblerpositioned itself amongst other politiGald economipowers. The
Scribblerwas also a controversial publication that provoked reachgrike
positsof power in print productioand in the courtsvhich provideinsight into
how it was viewed by at least some of th@ydation.We learn at least something

outside of the perioditérom governmental and legal reports. There are many of
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these as Wilcockeseemed to be consistently getting into trouble with the law
before, during, and after he put out 8ribbler.The Scribbleralso ran for over
six years; it was the second longestning Canadian periodical in the nineteenth
century outside of the newspaper gefiviacDonald fiLiteratured 54). It thus
enablesa prolonged study of its methods of positioning itself in the print world

and the changes in this positioning over time.

Description of the Scribbler.

Each of the following chapters is in part composed of my detailed, theoretical

examinations of th&cribbler, however, since the periodical is neither frequently

read nor widely available, a general description here might aid readers in

conceptualizing the work. Any scholarship that pushes the boundaries of

canonical genres necessarily involves some exhumirsginduand retelling, for

one has to provide the details of the writers and texts in question. | describe the

Scribble6s form volume by volume (because 1|ike

form over time) and thedescribdts content.

Physically, thescribbler is a blandlooking periodical, singlkeolumned,
smallish in size (approximately 7 % inches high by 4 ¥ inches Wid#) no
more ornament than its title. Its appearance did not alter from its first issue on 28
June 1821 until its lasin 13 September 1827. For the first volurdewhich

comprises fiftytwo issues and a number of supplemérgach issue is eight

% Personal correspondence with Warren Baker 8/14/09.
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pages long. After the first volume, Wilcocke lengtheaadh isueto 16pages,

and gavesacha blue cover that contained advertiseméiftse second volume

and all subsequent volumesntain he same number of pages (416) as the first
(excluding the supplements), but came out over half a year. This vidlameell

as volumes two through gxis bound with a title page and indthat was

provided after the issues came out. From the beginning of volume four
(commenang in July 1823), Wilcocke turndtfie Scribblerinto a bimonthly
publication @ thirty-two pages and continued that length and that periodicity

until the tenth volume. Thus, thgl there are 192 issues, and the ten volumes are

the same length, they are match composed of the same number of issues.

Though the lengths of the volumes are consistent, the dates of when
volumes start and end are nob{Mme fiverunsfrom April until September 1824
while volume sixrunsfrom October until May 1825) because of disturbances of
distribution caused by Wilcocke movingdribblerl.416; IV.163)° a printing
press not being available (VI1.130), or the issues being stoleougs (V.125).
Wilcoc k e 6 s | a s pagedosg hawng to hespringed in advance before
he was shut down by the Court of Oyer and Terminer in Plattsburgh, NY (X.3.78

80).

Throughout its over six years of publication, 8&ibblermaintainedhe

subtitten A Seri es of We e kMoptréddlsCs, @rylsteraqpyuy bl i shed

* The blue cover did not exist for the first volume but was introduced in the second (1.463, 11.3).
Very fewcovers are extanthough no explicit reference is made, it is possible thesetiblue

covers are meant to ape British government publicatimatswere originally published with a blue
cover and ar e c o bloebookdy (riebflewrer ebdo otkoo )a.s

® All in -text citations to th&cribblerwill be in the form (volume.page number).
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Critical, Satirical, Mor al , and Local Subj
The subtitle broadly describes its conténtthe first issueWilcocke states the

purpose of th&cribbleris:

To produce a weekly paper, assuming the form of essays, light,
desultory and amusing, intended also to be instructive and
profitable, with now and then a laahthe follies, the
inconsistencies, and the abuses of the times, of fashion, and of
manners; a paper, occasionally directed to literary enquires,
sometimes to matters of public utility, and domestic economy;
sometimes also to local matters of praise or of reprehension, but
never deviating into personality; and avoiding, as much as
possible all intermixuture of partypolitics, and of religious
controversy... [and to] shortly and impatrtially... review any literary
publications that may appear in Canada, or that may particularly
relate to this country, or be considered as interesting to its

inhabitants. (1.3)

His plan combines the topics of the singksay periodical that focuses on
manners and fashion, originated by Addison and Steele iFetifer (17091711)

and theSpectato(171114),with a journal of belldettres such as thaterary

Journal (18031806) that focussesn reviews of literary production (See Graham
311-314).However, what distinguish tH&cribblerfrom these possible antecedent
productions is its much more flexible internal structure and its focus on personal

satire and gossip.
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There is a loose structure to each issue oSttrébbler Each one begins
with epigraphs, usually from classical litenawr seventeentlor eighteenth
century verse. For instance, for issue 138, Wilcocke introduce&ctitzblerwith
guotations from Horace (from his Epist. 1)
AONn the | ate CaptgirnnGt dda@G@l Fcdblp 6( Scot | an
VI.125), all of which either directly or tangentially relate to some part of the
i ssuebs content. After the epigraphs, the
material,but not in any particular order. Thasausually a combinationfeome
of the following,in no seeminglyoherent order: letters to the editor relaying the
i mmor al acts of certain citizens, all give
serial productions such as the fALetters fr
melod ama fAAnne of Wi rtembergo (which amazing
until wvolume ten); serial essays such as i
Pl ayso;r(eMll.ec%)i ons on such topics as fAFal se
poetry written either by Wilcde@ under one of his various pseudonynby a
contributor; letters fronaregular contributor such as Bleudp or Roderick
Random); serializeteviews of recent publicationandsimple advertisements for
cultural events such as lectures, the theatre, @kdand pamphlets available at
certain print shops. The poetry ranges from quaint sentimentalisnc h as #A To
Sophiao by Slievegallin (1V. 2]ldthe or ATo Co
much more bawdy production of ddduri ce Mask

Titania, where Puck describes peeping through a keyhole at a woman busily



Figure 1: First Page of theScribbler

THE SCRIBBLER.

MONTREAL. THURSDAY, 28th JUNE 1821,

Seribimus docti, indoctique.~HORACE.
Both for the learned and the unlearned we write.

~ Easy as scribbling is #6'every ready penman;
readily as a fit of cacocthes seribendi finds a vent
through the medium of those handy materials,
pen, ink and paper; it #8 a matter of no little dif-
ficulty to take up a new task of this kitd. To
begin a work, which may either sink into insigni-
ficance within the first fortnight and die the death
of many more worthy predecessors, an oblation
to the household gods, by grocers and pastry-
cooks; a burn 0 Bacchus, by th

1C: "a’sacrifice of in
rrant goddess; or v

contrary, may increase and multiply ifgen
and editions, for the instruction and ‘afilseme
of future ages; requires more considération than
I had supposed necessary to give it,\when it came
into my grey-haired head to make the attempt.
Whether to follow the precept of the French
schoolmaster to his pupil, “mon fils commencesz
par le commencement,’ or to rush into the middle
of things, and begin with a battle or a tempest,
like Homer and Virgil: whether to commence
with a ceremonious intreduction of myself to my
patrons, or to leave them to discover by degrees,
and by the almost imperceptible traits purposely
woven by chance into the work, the birth, parent.

».'Q* 4

Pattersonll

Source: CIHM #: 8_06240, from Early Canadiana Online, produced by Canadiana.org



Pattersonl2

pleasing several lovers simultaneoudl.92-94). Beyond this light and

somewhat perverse verse, numerous contributions describe the Canadian

| andscape. AErieuso (who has been identifi
the famedralbot Road1818]) made many contributions to the first few wwles

such as his A0Ode to the Moono (1 .53) and i

Al t hough Wil cocke states in the first i
into personality, o by half way through the
of gossip.Reportsof persons ilMontréalareusually foundunder the heading
ADomest i c I|0mpdrpoitelyicpenpéc é ead by Dicky Gossip,
of the Teal a b f Tde Dibmestic Intelligencappearsnconsistentlyholdsno
particular place within the pages of t&eribbler, and like theScribbleras a
whole,usuallyconsiss of numerous types of contributions such as poetry, letters,
dialogues, and descriptions. Indeed, it is frequently difficult to comprehend why
somehing such as a letter or an articégoring on a ball is incorporated to the
ADomestic | ntell i ge ndoesnotaiffenia kind floenthemat er i al u
letters or short articles that were published regularly outside cfehison
However, ths sectionis usually where one found most of the gossip about local
personages, including the satirical ARexpec
that poked fun at and critiqued the institutions witkliontréal most frequently
the hospital, the legabcu r t s , and the gaol. Wilcockeds ¢
tirades, are written in such a manner, and are surrounded by such seemingly

contradictory materidl indeed, the entire periodical is so plagfithat it is

®This is possibly a refer enicteeLdndon Mamazihld2Gd 6 s ATable T
29) (Graham281).
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difficult to determine what, if anything, shidube taken seriously. #eemsat
times, like one long, circuitous joke with plenty of doubtegendres and ribaldry

along the way.

Att he end of most i1issues,Oia guaeteromnoiT
half a page longhat details what Wilcocke has received, what he is rejecting and
why and from whom he would like to he&or instance, at the end of issue 84, an

excerpt othe lengthyi To Correspondent so reads:

Mari abs further poetic favours wild/l
will find a letter for him at the address he requested. Hell Molly, is

too much a caricature. Peter Grindstone, is duldoRsris | will

write to, to the address he mentions, and leaattite Scribbler

Of fice, to be sent for. A Reader has
Goodfell owds replies to Snickersnee
Roderick Random, and Nelstor, both give an account of the same

ball, and both shall be made use of to cookruprécle for next

number. (111.96)

ATo Correspondentso suggests that Wilcocke
his readership within and outside of the periodical. This excerpt works well to

demonstrate the assortment of names and variety of subjaetsfraim readesd

contributiongthat fill the Scribble® pagesThe Scribbleris at times the

composite construction of contributérb¥eing made up almost &ely of letters

and poemd andat other times, it is seemingly the sole production of the editor.
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Overall, it is a lively miscellany that balances serious social critiques, biting
satire, and light prose. It was also extremely contreaerspart because of the
bawdy content and in part because of the infamous reputation of its editor who

chronicledmanyof his life events in the text.

Who was Samuel Hull Wilcocke?

With the Scribblerand Wilcockejt is sometimes hard to separate the man
from the text. Wilcocke imbued ttcribblerwith so much of himself that Carl F.
Klinck, the scholar who hagritten the most on Wilcocke, has referred to the
periodical as fiunc ohrchapteriTwpohdistussénamt obi ogr aph
this autobiographical component provides a thread of consistency throughout the
Scribbleras well as how this approach appearsiniscent of other formal
experimentation in the Romantic period. Here, though, | wish to introduce
Wil cocke using sources exterior to Wi lcock
in theScribbler | have added extensive footnotes that provide sourcepdates
and corrections of previous biographical descriptions since what has been known

about Wilcocke until now has been limited.

Samuel Hull Wilcocke was christened on the 30 September 1770 at

Princes Streelndependent Chapel, Gravesend, Kent, Engfarid. parents were

" Carl F. Klinck Fonds 14N:8 pp. 1D1.

8 "England Births ad Christenings, 1538975." indexFamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.ojgaccessed Aug 1, 2011. Entry for Samuel Hull Wilcocke
christened, 30 September 1770ingtChurch Records, FHL microfilm 1,940,002; Index entries
derived from digital copies of originals housed in various repositories throughout England.
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Samuel and Priscilla (n®e Ray) Wi lcocke. W
clergyman, who preached for an extended period of time in Middleburg,

Net herl ands (KIinck, AWil cockeo), where hi
was not educateat Oxford or Cambridge, and Klinck conjectures that he was

educated on the continent, possibly not wi
writings have a continental scholastic flavour, with special emphasis on

linguistics and enrichment from extensivedieg in classical and English

|l iteratureo (Klinck, ASamuel Hull Wil cocke
was married to Sarah Jacoba De Moulii822) on the 29 April, 1792 in

Middleburg, NL. He presumably fledith his familyfrom the Netherland&o

Britaini n 1794 during the French i m2lsion (KII
n.6). In 1795, Wilcocke seems to have been living in London, as his two

daughters, both of whom died in infancy, were baptized thafiécocke

mentions a son who came with himth@ new world, Samuel John Wilcocke, and

he lists a Henry Ray Wilcocke and a George Peter Wilcocke, the former a

gentleman, the latter a minor. | surmise that these latter two were also his sons

The date of 1770 is corroborated by a reference isthibblerfrom August, 1825 (VI1.137),

which states that he is currently 55. Until now, it has been guessed that Wilcocke was born in
approximately 1766 in Surrey at Reigatéd | | ace, fASel kirk Controversyo 46)
°® Amelia Adrianawasbaptized at Saint Marst Maryléone, Londonfi Engl and Birt hs and
Christenings, 1538 9 7 5 . 0 FamilySearot{https://www.familysearch.o)gaccessed Aug 1,

2011. Entry forAmelia Adriana Wilcockeshristened29 July 1795 citing Church Records, FHL

microfilm 580907 Index entries derived from digital copies of originals housed in various

repositories throughout England.

Emilia Josephina, who was baptizedl797% in St. Pancras, LondofiEngland Births and

Christenings, 1538 9 7 5 . 0 FamilySearof{https://www.familysearch.o)gaccessed Aug 1,

2011. Entry forEmilia JosphindVilcocke christened25 Januaryi 797, citing Church Records,

FHL microfilm 597805 Index entries derived from digital copies of originals housed in various

repositories throughout England.
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because of their ages and living locatibhBy 1796, Wilcoke had made his first

foray into print. He published excermifShis poenBritanniain theMonthly

Mirror, which was publishenh full the next yea¥ an epic poem of one thousand

lines In 1797, Wilcocke not only publish&titannia, but alsopublisheda

transl ati on of EsbayorGNatiozal Pngevhichriisaam n 6 s

analytical philosophical study of national pride's false and true pretences. In 1798,

Wilcocke wrote theNew and Complete Dictionary of the English and Dutch

Languagess well as traslatingfrom the Dutch) o han Spl i nter Stavorir

Voyages to the Eastdiesin three volumes.

The facts about Wilcockeds | ife between
1805, Wilcocke seems to have moved out of the literary world and into one of
tradeln 1804 he was in business with Alexander Dalgavins to supply pitch pine
timbers to the Bristol Dock CompanyHe filed suits against a number of people
in 1805 andin the same yeaeventually ended up bankrupt, his case taken up at
the notorious Fleet prisdn Decembef? It is unclear if he was ever incarcerated
there’® In 1807, he wrote Hiistory of the Viceroyalty of Buenos Ayregich,
according o it s Pr ef aawengbeensesgadedisextdnsicen fih
mer cantil e pur sui t slemowvedto lbverfooluandithogme r i ca (i

he was still writing and moving in literary circléshe was primarily involved in

®Henry Ray married in 1819, remained in England in Surrey, and had many children, severa
whom he named after his predecessors and brothers, including another George Peter Wilcocke and
another Samuel Hull Wilcocke.

™ See Bristol Record Office BCC/D/PBA/Corp/E/3/35 b

125ee National Archives (Britain) Ref. C 13/54/40; C 13/60/31; C 13/6@43/60/35

13 The Times3 Sept. pg. 2 col AThe Timed4 Oct pg. 1 col C.

41n 1807, he seems to have breakfasted with William Godwin, novelist, radical, and strong
proponent of anarchy. Thus, Wilcocke seems to have been still well connected in the literary
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mercantile business. It seems that business did not favour Wilcocke, as he was

seeking pecuniary assistance in 181Re returned to print pruction in 1814,

compiling theCatalogue for the Liverpool Library at the Lyceuiirom

Wil cockeds newly discovered Commonpl ace bo

interest in mechanical inventions, prostitution, and historical evénts.

It appears from aeference in th&cribblerthat Wilcocke met his second
wife, Ann Lewis, in 1808/ The recently discovere8ketch of the Life and
Character of Samuel Hull Wilcocke, during his Residence in Cafi822) by

The Man of Ros$ suggests that Lewis was a proggtuand this is corroborated

world. i22 December, 1807.0 The Di aMyersdbvidWi | | i am Godwi n
O'Shaughnessy, and Mark Philp (Oxford: Oxford Digital Library, 2010).

http://godwindiary.bodleian.ox.ac.ue will have to wait for Pamela Clemit to publish the

volume ofThe Letters of Wilhm Godwin(2011-) to see if there was correspondence between the

two.

15 See the Devon Record Office 152M/C1812/0A102

18| discovered these notebooks in the fonds for the Literary and Historical Society of Québec

(LHSQ) at Laval University in 2009. At thtime, they were unprocessed and may still be.

Wil cocke entitled them AMiscell aneous Notes, Extrac
volumes and over two thousand pages of haritten text, they are fascinating documents that
give insight into Wilcocké s per sonal obsessions and interests. It

Doctor Robert®f Montréal in his will (See Vol. 1.i). Klinck when he was trying to prepare a

biography of Wilcocke was desperately looking for these papers that were mentioeéthaa b

fla padlocked box i n t heQudbasSietmem tQiviogfCandar r i n Col | ege
184). It is unclear whether these were the papers that were stripped of Wilcocke and which he

appealed to have returned to him in lbéster to the Solicitor @neral on the Seizure of Papers

(1822).These volumes do not inform my dissertation extensively as much of the material in them

dates to a time before Wilcocke came to Canada; however, if there was ever to be a biography of

Wilcocke, these would be an estial source. For information on the keeping of a commonplace

book and transcription culture, s e Blisckllaryof Fer ri sd6s A A
Literary Curiosityand t he Question o%t SplhemdGolyc GeghésofiRadov
the Reader: Commonplace Books and Diaries as Sources of Reading Expetience
YWilcocke reprints Samuel Butlerds poem fiLine
AAt that makes fourteen years with wlsostatest o AA
that he altered the poem to suit his own life (1.76).

18] found a copy of th&ketchamongst the papers of John Quincy Adams aBtiston

Athenaeumit appears to be the only extant copy, and there are no known references to its
existenceowi de of Wi | c oc ke d sScrbbler.jt deéns likelyothmtthésreapg i n t he
of the Sketchwas sent to Adams §tratfordCanning in an attempt to convince the then Secretary

of State that Wilcocke should not be granted asylum, although thererismn of it in the

colonial records (BL793: FO5 159: MG2165. Colonial Office, General Correspondence to

United States of America).

s with
t that


http://godwindiary.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
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by Wil cockeds obsession with the |l egality
books. In any case, The Man of Ross presents a contract between Wilcocke and

another man (possibly her husband), to share Lewis on particular dags of

month (Man of Ross 38). Lewis followed WilcockeGanada in 1819, and the

first volume of theScribbleris dedicated to her, thanking her for her devoted

attention and aid with the periodical. Lewis and Wilcocke were officially

married according to an advertisement in ttedies Museudin 1825 in

Rouseds Poilhafter 18Rbe Lewisvisolastkfrom thieistorical records.

In 1817, Wilcocke was brought over from LiverpooMontréalby the
North West Companyde worked as a hired poisonous pen for the North West
Company, writing pamphlets and transcribing court cases in order to prove the
NorthWestCompanyds i nnocence idebadehwico&ke | ki r k Set |
worked as alerk for the North West Company until October 1820, when he
absconded to the United States. During his clerical career, Wilcocke had
orchestrated some fancy bek&eping, seeminglyifing off upwards of £800
(over three times his yearly salaf)and hefled for the United Statewith
cheques that could be drawn on the company for much Thohe North West
Company arranged a warrant to search his house, and upon finding a letter that
stated he was in Birmingham, VT under the name of Townsend, they sent out a

party of men to arreéedhte Birmti Bhcaundhoonthel

19(22 Oct 1825, 1.13 p.52 col.B)though there are records that have them married in Connecticut
in the same year.

2 SeeQuébedviercury28 Novembe 82Q n. 48 p. 380-81.

ZLWwilcocke states he was arrested with a writ for a debt of 20,000 deitarsoned in (B1792 p.

86).
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and Archives Canada, B179319)?* The group of men found Wilcocke and
brought him directly back to Canada. Wilcocke was indicted for three accounts of
forgery, five accounts of grand larceny, and one account of obtaining money
under false pretences. Howeykee was absolved of the crime because of legal
technicalities on property rights, whievill be discussed further irhapterOne

He continued to be held in prison for débSincethe authoritiehiad confiscated

all of his prgerty, he had no recoursegost bail.

Being a resourceful man of letters, Wilcocke attempted to write his way
out of prison, and eventually succeeded. He wrote to John Quincy Adams, then
Secretary of State for the United States Congress, claiming that his arrest had
been aonfftdrricohpaBl792 p.82)2* It was also in prison where
Wilcocke started the production of tBeribder. Wilcocke had claimed ithe
Scribblerthat the American Government forced his release (l.i), but hitherto this
claim has been unsubstantiatadd scholars have tended to dismiss the claim
(Klinck i Sa mu e Wi Ha b t)W\élapckd continued to write to the
Secretary of State, it appears, througiithe following year (B179p. 282)
Aurging his c¢claim, and i mrea pflueneelwithn g t o pr i
the people of thi€ountry [The UnhitedState§o (B f. 962 Thougheventually

the external pressure of the United States would decide his fate, it took a long

% This intext citation refers to the microfilm number held at Library and Archives Canadaend t

page number. All other references to the holdings in this collection will be made following this

format.

This isdetailed in the Bibliothéque et Archives Nationales du Québec, Morfaaradls Cours du

banc du roi/de la reine du district du MontrémdWi | cockebdés version-is delineat
veiled Letters from Pulo Penang published ire Scribbler.

3t is unclear where this debt was accrued.

24 etter November 8 1820 from MontréaPrison (B1792 p. 83).
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time for the bureaucratic machine to turn its wheels. Dalhousie atefsisted the

United StateSrequest to free Wilcock@1792p. 95) Indeed, he refused t

release Wilcocke three tim@Beb. 1821ish, Nov. 26 1821, Jan. 25, 1822). He

finally let him free onl2 May 1822 Stratford Canning, the consulate in

Washingtonf i nal ly convinced Dal housie that al d
have greater means when at large, of being troublesome, than he now has in

prison with the materials ®&i797wR285)t i ng and p
Of course, Canning was gravelystaken. Wilcocke was just as troublesome, if

not more so, to the political stability Montréal andLower Canada once he was

released and living in the United States.

From the United States, Wilcocke continued to publish and import the
Scribbler, and healso began another periodical entitled Fnee PresgOct.
1822 Sept.1823) that advertised itself as a place for those who were against the
controversial, proposed union of Upper and Lower Catagdablish The
Scribblerwas launched when Wilcocke was in prisotMantréal and then later
published from BurlingtonyT. Though thé-ree Pres®nly lasted a year,
Wilcocke continued to publish ti&cribbler, importing it toMontréaluntil 1827.
In September 1823, Wilcockemeoxd f r om Burl i ngton, VT to RO
to takea job in other periodicalworks t he founding editor of t
newspaperThe Harbinger, And Champlain Political and Literary

Compendiuni® According to accusations in tiattsburgh Republica(l813

% found extant issues and partiadiytantissues at the Nova Scotia Archives Library, nobéll
which are listed in their catalogue. These issres|.37 7 Aug. 1824; 1.46 9 Oct. 1824; 1. 50 6
Nov. 1824; 1.52 20 Nov. 1824.
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1914), Wilcocke also wrote fimost of the or
Northern Intelligencer & Clinton County Semieekly Advertisef18221829)%

Due to disputes over politicaMarbingemni ngs, W
was broken and he was no longer able to use the press. Wilcocke moved the

Scribblerto Plattsburgh, NY and in 18Zhut down thé&cribblerbecause it was

under threat of being charged for libBefore he closed th®&cribbler, he was

advertising his new pm®dical, theColonial Magazine printed in Plattsburgh.

Fourissues came out, two of which are extant.

In 1828, Wilcocke seems to have returned to Canada. Between 1828 and
1833, hedid some work for John Neilson (the editor of Qeébec Gazetieand
same clerical work for government land survéy8Vi | cockeds | ast public
wasThe History of the Session of the Provincial Parliament of Lower Canada for
182829( 1829) . William Stewart th&/frstl ace desi gnaea
approach in CanadatoHansd 6 (qt d. i n Klinck fAWi I cockeo)
QuébedCity on 2 July 1833, probably of the cholera epidemic of that year, and
was interred at the chapel of the Holy TrinityQatébeqwhich is now possibly

the Anglican Cathedral Holy Trinity Church).

Early Canadian and Periodical Scholarship:

| am interested in Wilcocke and tBeribblerand early Canadian periodicals in

general because | believe they reveal a vibrant and nuanced literary scene,

% SeePlattsburgh Republica@ July, 1825 no. 15 p. 2 cok2 9 July, 1825 no. 16 p. 2 col. 2.

He al so bought his land back from his son and appl
aristocracy. 0 He seems t o Wwascha&gedvithfailingtotpayof money by
hisrent(Carl F. Klinck Fonds 1M:3, 5).
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containing a complaty of positiontakings by a numberf gsophisticated print
productions. My study ibasednethodologically on periodical studies of British
and American periodicals. Over the last thirty years, British Victorian periodicals
have received a great deal of critical attention as new popularsuaiteo

discovered amongst them, and their study changes our understanding of who was
writing in the period, which or what kinds of discourses vegneropriated for

certain causesnd whichdiscoursesvere available to different segregations of

the populabn. The study of periodicals reveals the connection between
economics and literary production. It raises questions about the difference
between editorship and collective authorship, the role of the critic in forming
literary taste, thability of the perodical to forge or perfornmtimacy, and the
changing ways in which people consume and interpret text. The study of the
British Victorian periodical was headed by Mietorian Periodical Review

(1979), which has led to theorizing the periodical as aditg genre or form, the
effect of serial production on the writerdein Dickens), the effect on reading of
the rhythms of periodicity, as well agdiscussion of thpoetics of the periodical.
American periodicals have also attracted notice, though to a lesser degree.
Monographs on Brown, Poe, and other periodical editors, especially those who
have other literary accomplishments, have become increasingly frequent. Thi
exciting scholarship has as its pillar the Research Society of American Periodicals
(RSAP) and its journghmerican Periodical§199%). British Romantic

periodicals over the last few years have becomebn ect of st udy.

Mar k

Literary Magazinesind British Romanticisth 2 0 0 0 ) , Da Romantiddi ggi ns 0 s
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Genius and the Literary Magazine: Biography, Celebrity, Polifal1), and
Davi d SRomanacMagaznes and Metropolitan Literarylre (2011)
are worthy of note. These studiestod formal characteristics dBritish Romantic
periodicals gave me the inspiration to examine the style &@¢hbblerfrom a

Romantic, formal perspective chapter Two

Though scholars have shown interest in Canadian periodicals at least since
W. S. Wesday am Umpér €anadian periodicals in 1931, it remains an
understudied field. Merrilhnd LindaDi st ad noted in 1995 that
newspapers nor magazines have attracted the amount of scholarly attention in
Canada that their i rapddistadd,astaemenathat ant so ( Di
still stands over fifteen years laféfThe most comprehensive work focuses on
French Canadian periodicals. Jdama u | d e Hiswige dedinfandason au
Québed1980), and the excellent and exhaustivefolumela vie littéraire au
Québed1991) under the direction of by Maurice Lemire, stand as the most
detailed accounts. There are also numemosographshat have been published
on people involved in French print production such as-Pearu | Tr Almb | ay 6 s
recherche de Napoléon Aubinl1 9 6 9 ) |, D e hudgerDMWernay etlae 6 s
révolution intellectuelle au BaSanada(1984), and JeaR a u | Lagraveods
L'Epoque de Voltaire au Canadaidgraphie politique de Fleury Mesplet (1734
1794)(1993). These works, even Lent eadvis, focusexclusivelyon French

Canadian writing and publishing. The scholars who have studied nineteenth

% periodicals have long suffered from scholars simply examining them as the vestibules of
historical facts or literary morsels, whose husks are tossed aside once they have been plundered;
they work as the background or platforms for the studytloér subjects and are rarely studied in

and of themselves.
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century periodicals in English seem to be just as exclusive. The most thorough

and scholarly surveys of Canadian periodicals in the ningteentury are Merill

andLindaDi st adodos chapPteeri oadn c@dmadd iQueen Victoc
An Exploration( 1 995) and t he i Mavgitanzby Then®as i n Engl i sh
Brewer Vincent, Sandra Aston, and Eli MacLareiiistory of the Book in

CanadaVol. 1 (2004).Gwendolyn Davies also wrote an excellent comprehensive

book on maritime periodical§tudies in Maritime Literary K&tory: 17661930

(1991). However, other than these surveys, there has been little close analysis of

the nineteentltenturyand even less of the 182@anadian periodical.

Mary Lu MacDonald has done the most work on the literature and the
literary scene of the earlymét eent h cent ur y. Her Masterdés t
monographi_iterature and 8ciety in the Canadas, 181B50(1992p as well as
an assemblage of articteslig deep into the archives and present a social history
rich with biographical details, professional accomplishments, and several
statistical anal yses. MacDonal dés wor k is
knowledge of early book history Montréal she has broughiose involved in
print productionsuch as David Chisholme, A. J. ChrisaedGeorge Longmore
to critical notice and has revealed interesting details on Wilcocke as well. | will be
usingMacDm al d 6 s p i ohiserecal wankgxtensively tmplot out my

study of the dynamics of power in the print culture world.

There has been little wodone on Wilcocke othe Scribbler. Carl
Ballstadt believes that tt&cribblerhas been neglectdxbcase it exists outside

of the traceable lineage of Canadian realisaidominates the Canadian canon
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(A Qu €iig. Mary Lu MacDonald blames the lack of scholarly attention on

Wil cockebds reputation aScribblet he obscure refe

[Wilcocke] was largely ignored by early historians of English
Canadian literature, probably because they accepted the judgment
of the EnglishMontréalpower elite that Wilcocke was a felon and
his periodical, thé&cribbler, a scurrilous gossip sheet. Igteres a

vast and detailed knowledge of Engliontréalbetween 1821

and 1827 to decipher much of the text of Sueibbler, a fact

which has, no doubt, contributedtothe eclipse t he edi t or 6s

reputation.(A L i t e48)ar y o

| believetheScribblel s ked refeaenceaid a Bourdiewian reading, for they

are, though thinly veiled, direct references to how Wilcocke wished to position

the Scribblerin its print, political, and social environment. It is exactly because
theScribblerd e ma nd s s u c tailedikaoaviedge o Englishtreréal

bet ween 1821 and 18270 that it works so

requires a thick and detailed historical analysis of the cultural objects.

Carl F. Klinck, whose research has most significantly shaped our
understanding of Wilacke and on th&cribble;,  wr i t i ng Wil cockeds
Dictionary of Canadian Biographgs well as two other articles exclusively on
Wilcocke, believed thathere was much still about Wilcocke and 8wibblerfor

scholars teexamne. He described the state of scholarship on Wilcocke in his

en

aut obiography: Al do [sig orcompleteld the shkgett | have
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of Wilcocke and hisScribbler. | believe that many new facts may emerge and that

a definitive book will be witen about one of our most talented and early writers.

Meanwhile | shall leave a carton full of notes for the man or woman who is to

write ito (KIinck 185). I nformed in part b
builds on the work done by MacDonalddaklinck, augmenting and extending

their careful research. The new texts that | have discovaneldthe facts of the

period that | have clarified and accumulat@d mein theorizingthe Scribbler

and its relationship to other works amidst the fieldwfural production.

Theoretical Approach:

To study theScribblerand Lower Canada print production, | am taking a print
culture approach, which | see as existing at the intersection of media studies,
cultural studies, book history, bibliographic studiesterialist readings, and
hermeneutical analysis. This print culture approach ambitiously attempts to take
into account the socibistorical, political, and economics conditions under which
texts are produced and in which they exist, the agents who graddcconsume
print products €.g.publisher, writer, reader), the relationship between texts, and
the signs embedded in the text and the paratext. Witleahbinationof studies,

| am striving to account fdhe abstract structuralist/ideological detaramts
concomitant with strategic subjectivism determinaimsther words, | wish to
examine the print scenaking intoaccounthe influence of ideology and social

structuresyetstill allowing for human agency
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To aid me in comprehending these two competing understandings of
determinacy, I draw on Bourdieubds model of
However, there are times where Bourdieuds
consider thé&cribblerin terms d its role in the formation of publics that grow out
of texts. | thusundertake to articulate (Btuart Hald s s°®Brosuer)di euds t heory
in dynamic tension with theories such as periodical theory and publics theory (the
legacy of Habermas) because | beé that the moment between 1817 and 1828 is
a conjuncture of conflicting and contradictory concepts that should not be
simplified to fit any specific model. By holding these theories in tension, | can

scrutinize how texts create ideologies and contraoly ideologies create texts.

As Bourdieubés theory of the field of cu
framework for my dissertation, it is worth
methodology demandhat one takénto account hovether literary, artisc,

social, political, and economic factors shape the production of a cultural product.

Unli ke Foucaultés theory of discourse (tha
di screte discourses such as I|literature) or
tension ofdiscourse being manifested in intertextual play Bour di euds i s not

limited to text or to a solitary discour@@ourdieu 33) His theoretical approach
accounts for the interrelation of simultaneous struggles for dominance in myriad
fields (e.g. the cultutdield, the economic field, the field of power). That is,

Bourdi euds theoretical approach incorporat

% seeDavid Morley and KuasHsing Ched sStuart Hall: Critical Dialogues in Cultural Studies
(1996).
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the larger historical context, the agency of the creator, and the reception of the

reader both as an individual aasl part of a collective audience.

To understand a cultural product such as a literary text, Bourdieu posits,
one must understand the circumstances of i
consumptiono (Bourdieu 140). cistore product s
pronouncements) ama@aimade olsy 4 3@3drticul ar 0:
the case of the field of artistic or cultural production, an author, painter, sculpture,
editor, patron, etc.), who through this creation takes a place in the field of other
agents who are producing cultuira obj ect s. The field constitu
p o s s i(3W), iewhich an agent will act. The position is determined by the
structure of the field and possible positi@king within it as well as its particular

habitu® a disposition or tendency to behaVée habitusis not a consciously

acquired characteristic, but rather the re
imbued with particular cultural valuesfiti s t he result of a | ong ¢
inculcation, beginning in edardegngsdd | adrhoad,
second nature, 0 though in Bourdieuds theor

to be strategicKR. Johnson
5-6), and thus his theory provides agents with a qualified free will. Bourdieu
answers the tricky question of determinacy by stedy@tg/een subjective agency

and ideological structures.

In each field, there is a struggle for power between the dominant and the
dominated. To generalize, the struggle within each field is over what constitutes

capitab in other words, who gets to define aths imbued with power. In the
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field of literary production, for instance, the struggle is over what constitutes

literature. As Bourdieu puts it,

the field of cultural production is the site of struggles in which
what is at stake is the power to impdse dominant definition of
the writer and therefore to delimit the population of those entitled
to take part in the struggle to define the writer...In short, the
fundamental stake in literary struggles is the monopoly of literary

legitimacy. (42)

A writer holding the dominant position is able to legitimize his or her form of

writing (e.g. realism) as the best or most important form of writing, and thus

dominates other forms of writing (e.g. magic realism). The struggle is always
between the factionsintheie | d who wi sh Ato conserve the

those who are subversive and wish to overthrow this power.

Each field is organized according to its own logic and its own system of
exchange of capital. Cultural capital and symbolic capital are exetamighin
the literary and artistic fields of production. Cultural capital is accrued by having
certain types of knowledge to decode cultural artefacts. Symbolic capital concerns
prestige or honour that is recognized in the fi®dJohnsorv). Such systas of
exchange are analogous to, but not reducible to, economic capital. That is, the
form of capital that is exchanged is possibly inversely related or only minimally

related to the distribution of economic capital.
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By formulating a model in which thefterent fields affect one another,
Bourdieu moves outside of Foucaultods wunder
particular discourse®purdieul 8 2) . fAiThe degree of autonomy
coefficiento (182) of a g@eeerminégsthascae fi el d i
of the effect (44). A struggle for literary legitimacy would have a refracted effect
in heteronomical fields (fields in which the balance of power is similarly
constituted) (37). The shiftsain different
conservative monarchy to a progressive rep
to varying degrees, the dynamics of other fields such as the literary field which
will subsequently affect particular positbtna ki ng such as fAthe strug
poes 0 (182). The refraction effect between f
model it is imperative to understand the historical events and power struggles in
other field® particularly political and economic fieldsin order to understand

the dynamics ofhe cultural field.

Summary of Chapters

In chapterOng | analyse the historical circumstances of the field of
cultural production in Lower Canada from 181828, especially in its
relationship to the fields of power and economy. | start by examining the growing
persuasive power and symbolic capital thattpaotrued over the period as
Montréalbecame a place worthy of influencing during the North West Company
and HuBag ©ompasy pamphleteering whexplain how both Lord

Dalhousie ad the nerchants were involved in literary production to serve their
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own ends, and how Wilcocke positioned himself rhetorically against these two
posits byfirst appropriatinghe pamphleteering style and thielanguage of
diplomacy Though theScribblernever truly threatened the state or the

merchants, it positioned itself by defining itself against these pufqitswer.

In chapterTwo, | describe thé&cribble® positiontaking through its
materiality and formThere has recently been excellent wooke by David
Stewart, David Higgins, Mark Parker, and Paul Keen on British perioditthe
Romantic period. Stewantliggins, and Parker look Rlomanticmagazine
construction, whereas Keen |kt periodical essayistsd aresurgencef
interest in miscellangtthe beginning of the nineteenth centurythis chapter, |
situate theScribbleramongs British magazineto demonstrate how ttgcribbler
appropriated formal changes to the periodscal mi | ar t oExdmenergh Hunt 6s
andBlac k wo o d 6 s . TMeafgrraak eixperamentation of tlixaminerand
Bl a ¢ k wocoregdngesponse tdie launchingf the EdinburghReviewin
1802 that radically changed the field of cultural production. TholgHield of
cultural productionof Lowe€anada was stri ki ngHey di ssi mi |l i
Scribblerincorporateshose forms that were available to itdifferentiate itself
from the dominant form of the newspap®pecifically, | examine the influenc
theRomantic construction of the edital persona on th8cribblerand the
Romantic magazinesd particular method of m
subjectivity. Because of this formal influence, | argue Brégtsh Romanticism
had a greater impression @anadan literature than schats have hitherto

acknowledged.
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In chaptefThree | examinehow theScribbler depicts theeommercial and
imperial understandings of British North America and then, having constructed
these understandings, defines itself and its readership against drguone that
Wilcocke cultivates a sense of belonging in8weibblelb s r e aadwellash i p
promotinga protenationalist identityas part ofan attempt to increaseiltural
capital | scrutinize the formal and rhetorical techniques that Wilcocke used to
attempt to bind hiseadershigogether. | argue that ti&cribblerperforms the
active participation of readers to the periodical in order to solidify this
communityoriented depicon of theScribbler. Furthermore, | assettatthe
Wi | c o iotérestdnsthe geography, language, literatarglcultural institutions
produced in British North Ameriéawhi ch he caldis AiCanadao (I
Wi |l cockeds at tSeribbtetby poshionidgeitself ane its fodus
against the transience of commercial tradetha@mplicit hierarchy of
imperialism.The Scribble® textual community assumed a pratationalist
appearance ireactionto the prevailing mercantile and imperrarratives of
existenceAt the end of the chapter, | examine the implications ofékhegnition
of local writing and the attention paid in text to Canada as a place worthy of
existence beyond its definition as an empirical outpost or a mercantile trading
spot | postuate on the possibilities of periodicals as sites of political imaginings
and the possible powerful rami fications th
itself in the field of cultural production can have on the constructicoltdctive

identity.
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In the Conclusion, | argue for thpotentialthat existdor further studies of
early Canadia periodica$ and what such studiegould bring to our
understandings of Canadian literature. | emphasize particularly the need for more
archival work so that Canadiacholars can begin to determine a sense of what
readefresponse walske in British North America. | also emphasize the need for
a reexamination of Canadian literature of the early nineteenth century in light of
the recent expansions of the definitiorRafmantic literaturé@ both British and
Americard to get a better understanding of the interaction Canadian productions
had with these looming movements. Finally, | call for a revaluation of the
supposed isolation of English and French print production irteenéicentury
Lower Canada. Though this dissertation was only able to gesture towards the
possibilities, | found in my research a rich interaction and an acute sensiathity
in the French and English print productionadfat was occurring in print ifmé
supposed ot lhcencludébgreflecting antheeeffetts of media on a
historical moment and what study of the media in that moment can bring not only
to our understanding of history, but also to the ways in which forms of

communication affeatonstructions of personal and collective identity.
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Chapter One

AScri bl er i a%cribbledbso urissor:u pTfthieon of t he

Production in Early Nineteeri@entury Lower Canada

The day has finally arrived when | close my Scribletabours. My work has stood the

buffeting of a period upward of six year§Scribbler X.374)

Two debates defined the Lower Canadian print scene in whic®ctitabler

existed between 1821 and 1827: the Selkirk Controversy and the Union Debate.

The SelkirkControversy was a warfought on both land and pagerbetween

the Hudsonbés Bay Company and the North Wes
Red River colony. The sequence of events that most directly concerned the

Scribbleroccurred between 1817 and 1821. The Union Debate concerned the

proposal to unify Upper and Lower Canada put forth before the Imperial

Government in 1822. Thecribbleremerged at a lull between these two debates,

an opportune moment to launch a periodibat purported to disavow party

politics. TheScribble6 s decl arati on of i mpartiality, h
disinterested; indeed, it was just the first instasfc@posturing that continued for

the next six years of its existence. This chapter examieafiétorical

positioning of theScribbleb s early years to illustrate th
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cultural production on th8cribbleras it adapted with the field in its struggle for

Success.

The printing world of the Lower Canadas between 1817 and 1828 w
frenetic, particularly in its periodical production. It was filled with false starts,
title alterations, proprietary takeovers, changes in editorship, libel cases, and
quick bankruptcy (Hare and Wallot 77). To understand the over fifty attempts at
periadical production and the dozens of pamphlets that came out between 1817
and 1828, |l draw on Bourdieuds model of th
Bourdi euds work provides a valuable concep
point into a discussion dfe relationship between print and power in the early
part of the nineteenth century, its application into a period before $aede
production and distribution is not straigh
analysis of the field of cultural produd on i s based on the fAsecon
nineteenth century, the period in which the literary field attained its maximum
autonomyo (Bourdieu 46). Il n France at this
Bourdieu states, is a capitalist market tradingaipital goods. The field of
cultural production in this historical moment is autonomous because the logic of
dominance in the field is not concordant to the field of power: cultural capital
that which is exchanged in the field of cultural produdiiaos inversely related to
economic and political capital. That is, those things that indicate political power
and economic wealth do not indicate cultural knowledge (i.e. cultural capital).
AThe indices such as book sal es, number of

honour s, appoint ment s, etc. 0 (37) might de
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do not accrue cultural capital because, in the historical moment which Bourdieu is
discussing, the understanding of art by bourgeois dtibtat had held the
dominant positiod had been subverted by the fAart for

the struggle.

In British North America at the beginning of the nineteenth century, the
field of literary and artistic production was more heteronomous to the economic
and political fields. Thatsi, cultural and symbolic capital were tied intrinsically to
political power and economic capital; those who had money and political power,
generally, were able to dictate what defined artistic and literary legitimacy. Many
periodicals were funded by relais and political bodies via both direct
sponsorship and through subscription. Thus, indicators of success included the
following: who subscribed and patronized a periodical, the size of its distribution,
t he subscripti on numbeeity. sikewiseplictrary he peri odi c
superiority was symbolically defined by expense of the paper and its quality.
However, the early nineteenth century in Lower Cartbd@arks the emergence
of a nascent capitalist economy and the dominance of those whpdtiglzhl and
economic power was under attack. Some periodicals affected disinterestedness
and even disdain for the political debates and economic pursuits. In sum, print
production in this emerging capitalist market was generally, but not always,
aligned with patical and economic powers. Indeed, as we shall see, Wilcocke
positions theScribblerboth in alignment and at odds with the economic and
political powers, depending on which will increase his right to legitimacy in the

field.
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The Selkirk Controversy:

Until 1817, by far the majority of print productions that pertained to
British North America catered to a British or American audience. Books about
British North Americauntil about 1810 were predomingnéxploration
narratives of searches for the Northwess$age. These narratives were published
officially by the Royal Navy, capturing the imagination of the British reading
public and fAsecuring pubthevastanowhtopar | i ament
money spenbn such ventures (MacLaren-38). After the pblication of
Ge or g e THavalsithoough the Canadélsondon) in 1807, British North
America began to be represented in print as a travel destination. Such works as
Heri ot 6 s, Javelsthrbughibveer Gariada, and the United States
of America( London, 1810), Sketcheks al WppenCahbdayi s on 6 s
Domestic, Local, and CharacterisiiEdinburgh, 1821dlisclosed to the British
reading public descriptions of scenic tours throughdolonies, employing
picturesque descriptions of the Native North Americans and Canadiens
(MacLaren 4&41). These representations of British North America were crafted
either to justify parliamentary decisions or to cater to British reading tastes. None
of these works was published in British North America or had a British North

American audience in mind.

Given eighteentltenturyBritshaudi ences 6 appetite for tr
the adventures of the fur trade would have easily found an audience. Howeve
most of the fur trade narratives that now circulate were published well after the

events actually occurred. The Hudsonds Bay
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prohibit|[ed] publication, 0 not | etting up
(MacLaren 39)° Other fu tradng companies seemed equally discouraging of

print (MacLaren 39). The HBC feared that print wobtithdisclose the

insalubrious actifies done to accomplish trade govide information to their
competitors. The HBC had long been at war with otfagling companies such as

the North West Company, but the vicious competition between companies and the
violence accompanying or substituting for law within the compahstayed in

the hinterland. All the components of Wabesieging and burning forts,

ransacking supplies, killing peo@ewere events the companies tolerated and

even endorsetf. Commercial conflict bred violence. However, the events did not
concern the British publé or the British North American odeuntil Lord

Sel ki rkoés s e fluedceaintheRed aad Assinibane ivers

Lord Selkirkés settlement, commonly kno
had been controversial from its start in 1812. The problem with the settlement was
that its 300,000 kmz included part of the routes that wseel to transport fur out
of the west and pemmican in. This at first did not cause great alarm to the NWC
who primarily used these trade routes. However, short on food for his colony, the
first governor Miles Macdonell declared the Pemmican Proclamatit814

disallowing the transportation of supplies from the region. The proclamation

¥The HBC did all AwJ®amumely Heamn eds nce of Wales Fort
the Northern Oceafil795), but only twentfive years after it was written.

As Tina Loo states, ithe conventional wisdom about
former was absentand thesef ¢ t he | atter was violentd (18). See a
APrinciples of Vengeance: Fur Trappers, I|Indians, an

Transboundary North American West. o0
32 3ee J. M. Bumstedrur Trade Wars: The Founding of Western Canad#nnipeg: Great Plains
Publications, 1999.



Patterson39

effectively stopped all trade (Bumsted, i R
retaliated, and in the end burned the settlement to the ground. It was after this

event that pressdmcame involved.

Initially, like the other publications that had come out about British North
America, the pamphlets were directed towards the British public. W. S. Wallace
avows that fAthe first gun in the controver
publisked in London 1816 hiSketch of the British furade in North America,
with observations relative to the noriest company dflontréab (45). Rev.
John Strachan, an inhabitant of Upper Caneatarted in another pgohlet
published in London. Itwagfter St r ac han6s Mpraréalpressest t hat t h
became involved. Archibald MacDonald repl:i
series of letters in thiglontréalHerald that were then collected into a pamphlet
that was also published Montréal Adam McAdam (prdably a pseudonym)
replied to MacDonald again originally in thederald and theras a pamphlet
publishedn Montréal®*® The controversy occurred simultaneously now in three
pl aces, all of which were interconnected:
and finally in theMontréalpress. The importance of this publication history lies
in where the write® or those hiringhe writer® thought it was critical to
publish and whom they thought it necessary to persuade. There is a gradual but
definite transition of the discourse from LondorMontréaland thus to the

Montréaland Lower Canada populace.

BEor information on these texts, see Wall acebs chec
Rel ating to the Selkirk Controversy.o
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This movementiscleani t he events after June 1816,
Massacre of Seven Oaks. o0 In retaliation fo
attacked and seized the North West Company
a group of Métis employed by the North West Companybile@uthbert Grant,
killed the settlementds new governor, Robe

after accidently stumbling across them in the Ki&imsted Fur Trade97).

It is because of and into this controversy that Wilcocke made his entrance
into the print world of British North America. Hired by Henry MacKenzie of the
NWC in the spring of 1817 (BB7p. 73).Wilcocke quickly produced
Narrative of Occurrences in the Indian Countries of North America, Since the
Connexion of the Right Hon. ThelEar of Sel ki rk with the Hudso
and his Attempt to Establish a Colony on the Red Rivardon, 1817)*
Wil cocke positions the pi eSketcchratlte a reply to
Quarterly Revie i ssue 31) and ot memd npotuiranal is fpwbh
which is attached an appendix that contains cagfieffidavits, dispositions,
|l etters, and speeches that apparently supp
work suitably resembles the records of a court proceeding, foreshadoeing th
convoluted court cases in which Selkirk and the NWC would become involved.
John Hal kett r el eas &arataeinrLendopmtbh8d®e t o Wil coc
entittedObser vati ons upon a recent publication

occurrences in the Indiancourr i es, 0 &c.

% This work was extremely popular it seems, finding its way into the librariégatter Scott and
James BoswelSeehttp://www.librarything.com/catalog/WalterScottLibreamd
http://www.librarything.com/atalog/JamesBoswell
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The works that were published first in London were released in translation
in British North America both in English a
released in a French translation and an American edition in 1818 (Wallace 49). A
revised editbn was reprinted iMontréalboy Nahum Mower in 1818 dart
editions of French translation, by Hughes Heney, were printstbiniréab t h e
same year (Wallace 49). After these republications, the place of original
publication shifts taviontréal Edward Ell ¢ &g £ommunications of
A Me r c antsuppon of the North West Company as well as a French
translation of the work were publishedWontréalin Montréalin 1817. There
was one original French pamphlet by Francgois FirBoncher. It was published
in 1819 (Wallace 49). Some of the French Canadiens attempted to stay out of the
fight. CharlesBernard Pasteur, the proprietor of theeSpectateur Canadien
(181329) fired Henry-Antoine Méziére (177-1.846 as his editor because
Méziere had been paid off by the North West Company to support their cause
(Plante 2) Méziére launched a paper of hisown,thé Abei | | einCanadi enne
August 1818, but it had little political influencas it wascomposed mostly of
reprinted articles fronfFrench journalsGalarneau§” It was obvious, however,
that the French Canadiens as well as the English of British North America were a
soughtafter audience. J. M. Bumsted remarks in his biography of Lord Selkirk
t hat the coupamooymbgpu f obn®epertds Land in 181

understood that he was losing badly the press war with the North West Company.

% As Mary Lu MacDonald states, there vaagariety of French periodicals availatietween

1817and 1819A L i t e r ar yhe3peéectfateub CadasligMi c hel B Aa (l8lie
1819)andhis Le Courrier du BagCanada(Oct.1819Dec.1819)Le CanadienandL 6 Abei | | e
Canadienng18181819)were all circulating.
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He also appreciated that his reputation and the future of his settlement would be

decided both in the pressWeatCdmpanpand he court
the Hudsonb6és Bay Company realized how i mpo
The attacks in Rupertodés Land won trade rou

printed word was able to secure public opinion.

The trials that were a result thfe Massacre of Seven Oaks became
embroiled in Canadian politics. Disputes erupted over whether Lower Canada or
Upper Canada had jurisdiction in Rupertos
province to another, delaying the proceedings. Selkirk redlizecthat t he ACanadi a
ruling classes held enormous power over toh
partners in the North West Company and who
members of the colonial government (Bumsteelkirk361). The results of the
indictments were minimalOne of two North West employebsought to trial was
convicted, but the sentence that he be hanged was never carried through. The
trials resulted in three more publications by Wilcocke that were transcripts of the
trials.*® The HBC hiredwilliam Simpson as a lithographer to transcribe the trials.
However, Simpson was slow, and Wilcocke was able to produce his work-of five
hundred odd pages within the year, wtlienpsondid not producdis version

until the following year (Bumstedbelkik 370). Thus, the Selkirk controversy

36Thesewer®ke port of the Trials of Charles de Reinhard &
a Court of Oyer and Terminer, Held @uébedVay, 1818(1818);Report of the Proceedings

Connected with the Disputes between the Earl of Selkirk and the North West Company, at the

Assizes, Held in York in Upper Canada, October 1@838); andReport of Proceedings at a

Court of Oyer and Terminer Appointed for thedstigation of Cases from the Indian Territories,

Held...atQuébec.21* October, 18191819). He was working on a document about the death of

Benjamin Frobisher when he fled the country in 1820, (See Masson).
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provoked original texts to be produced in British North America about British
North America. The direction oéprinting shifted with the focusf the argument.
The trial transcriptions were later printed for a Britgldience, but what was

clear was that the audience in the Canadas was essential to deciding the dispute.

In struggle for public notoriety and legitimacy both in the courts and in the
press, the NWC went severely into debt, as did Lord Selkirk and the HE&C
NWC found access to capital simply by not paying its overwintering partners. In
the end, this |l ed to the NWCO&6s demise. 1In
a deal that was essentially a merger of the HBC and the NWC. Not everyone was
happy abotithe events. In Fort William, as the new company assembled, there
was much hostility between the newly minfettnersas theyhad been bitter
rivals for years. Likewise, the merger inspired physical violenédantréal In a
letter to Lord Dalhousie ded October 19, 1821, John Hal kett, the
successful pamphleteer, confided that when he arrivtbirtréal two previous
officers of the NWC had tried to horsewhip him, on¢gheimwas Vanderlys, who
had ransacked Wi | cocdowenovbenhechaddleddonthe hunt ed h
United StatesThough the war between the HBC and the NWC had officially
ended, an underlying hostility still existed, especially towards those who were
involved in the forefront of battle in the pre$&ie dangerous but exitiy
controversy still had its hold on the structure of the field of cultural production

when theScribbleremerged earlier that year.
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The Scribbler Enters the Field of Cultural Production:

At the moment when th8cribblerforayed into a field of print production,
the dynamics of the field were still under the influentéhe fur trade company
debateand had not yet been hit by the union question. The first issue of 28 June
1821 wa a duodecimaized, eighippage weeklypurportingto be the work of
Lewis Luke MacCulloh, Est. Its small, singlecolumn format and its eigigiage
length visually distinguished it from other weekly productions circulating at the
time such as th®lontréal Gazettethe Montréal Herald, andthe Spectator
Canadien all of which were much larger3 column newspaper productions,
printed on half sheets, usually comprising four pages.Sbhidbler, though
longer than the newspapers, was at first considerably shorter than any of the
biweekly, monthly or quarterly productions that had existed. However, no such
production$® at least in Englisth had existed for quite some timed Abei | | e
Canadienn€181819) by Méziére was the last longer, magadike publication
attempted in Lower Canada. In Englidie fast attempt in Lower Canada had
been Jo h rBrittheAmérisao Rayjisten 1803, but it lasted only from
January to July (Beaulieu and Hamelin 7). It had followedthébedVagazine
(17924) i n Lower Canada and J dbvaScéetia we
Magazinefrom 17891792 in Halifax (Vincent et al. 2442). TheChristian
Recorder(18191821)*® in Upper Canada had been driven into existence by its

editor John Strachan, but it too had folded by the tim&dn#blerwas first

37 Wilcocke later explains that this pseudonyrawis Luke MacCulloh, is an anagram of Samuel
Hull Wilcocke (X.350).

3 This is possibly the same paper that Gundy refers to @3Htistian Examinef1819-1820) in
theLiterary History of Canad#190).

and

Wi
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published (243)Vincent et al. suggest that the lack of larger literary productions

through the first two decades of the nineteenth century was due to energies being

focused on the war with the United States (242). Whatever the reason, there were

no local magazingype productions in circulation in British North America when
theScribblere nt er ed the field of cultural product

did not resemble any that had been produced.

Rhetorically, theScribblerpositioned itselft firstas a neutral pragttion.
This positioning had as much to do with Wi
cultural production. It claimed that it would avoid politics and religious matters
and would only write on polite fashion, public utility, domestic economy,
instru¢ i ve and profitable topics, fAvariegated
(1.3-5). TheScribbleralso differentiated itself from its contemporary print
productions by acting as a review and focussing on reader contributions.
Wilcocke states thatheintends o r evi ew any | iterary publ i c
appear in Canada, or that mayegsarticul arly

invites contributions from his fAcourteous

Mor eover, courteous friends, AMy ver
ma s t e r mistréss taon should add, ye who are or will be, at

the same time my patrons and my pupils, | trust likewise that |

shall, from time to time, be favoured with our correspondence, and

that many a stout pen, from the wing of a goose, and many a

slender andlelicate crowquill, in the hand of a fair lady, may be

flourished, in addressing a billet to the Scribbler; and selections
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from such communications | flatter myself will make one of the

most interesting features of my hebdomadal appearanég. (4

Wilcocke invites contributions to his paper, which was an uncommon approach

amongst other periodicals that aspired towards miscellanies written in Lower

Canada. Wilcockeds dramatization of the ev
flourished address to tt&ribbler from the crowq u i | | of the Afair | ad

an intimacy that suggests it is not just a rhetorical request.

In the quotation, Wilcocke seems to be directing his publication towards
upperclass readers, the idle rich. He explicitly invites women to both read the
paper and to write in it, an activity thaly upperclass women would have the
ability and luxury tado in the colony. Other papers that aimed towards
miscellany such as th&un usually advertised thatheywould include entries on
moral, religious, economic, political, and agricultural topics. ¥ s pr ospect us

states it woul g¢roduaidns dortt le bufilelr phrait@arteadnetae s

fortifier des sentiement religieux et mor a
prog s de | 6agriculture et du commerce. !
r®@unir dans | eur rpRuabbPamempositomed theingetvésl e et | 6
as the spreaders of Auseful knowledgeo tha

province. Beaulieu and Hamelin maintain that ChaBemard Pasteum his
years as proprietor, printer, and editor of lteeSpectateu€anadien aspired to
spread useful knowledge throughout the population s@#wgile would

understanégricultural methods, as well as the form of government to which they

39 SpectateuCanadien 20 May 1816 3.52 p. 4 col. 3)
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were subject and under which they had certain rights (29). Wilcocke seems
determired to propose the paper to the upper echelon of society, which,
interestingly, was made up of many of the partners of the North West Company,
an audience, one might have thought, Wilcocke would consider hostile towards

him.

At the time of the first issu@nd until the following year, Wilcocke was
held in prison for debt by the North West Company and had been indicted with
several accounts of forgery and grand larceny, all of which, though he was not
charged, he appeared to be guilty of commitffighoughhe had finally been
caught, Wi lcockebs mercenary needs seem to
for the public, but exposing himself would be disastrous if he was trying to gain
an uppeiclass readership. It is thus not surprising that Wilcookerstthe paper

away from partypolitics, nor is it surprising that he published the paper utihder

“0Wilcocke faced trial in November of the previous year, where he had been indicted for three
accounts of forgery, five accounts of grand larceny, and one account of obtaining money under
false pretences. Wilcocke was accused, according ®QuébedViercuryd s f wphde spteado

on the trial, of cashing severghequs twice, after the bank officers had failed to cancel them
(Québec Mercurg8Nov. 1820, n.48 pp. 3881). Wilcocke embezzled, through this means and
others, at least 800 pounds when hgcahded to the United States Wilcocke got off on a
technicality. His defence argued successfully that for robbery to have been committed, the
property had to be either in the possession of the Master (real possession), or in the possession of
the servanto whom the master gave the property (constructive possession). Sictedues that
Wilcocke cashed were given to him by an intermediary servant, a Mr. Heltrick, the property
became ownerless, and thus Wilcocke was not committing a felony by acquithgtbec

Mercury). Second, the defence argued thatdhequs themselves did not have any legal value.

Wil cockebds defence counsel cheqgsuverdissued had beerhe pur pose
answered by their first payment at the Baankg thughey ceased to be of any vatue i T h e
declaration of the officers of the Bank, that they would have paid them in consequence of their not
being annulled, was of no avail. The law considers the cheque to be annulled, and if the bank
suffers itself to be dupedto repayment (unless the drawer, by reissuing it, again gives it value)

the bank itself must sustain the loss; the drawer is not liable. Having become extinct in the eye of
reason and law, the paper found with the prisoner is of no value, the takiroguohdt therefore

be felony. The duplicity of Wilcocke and his ability to trick those through the other popular
circulation paper medium, curr eQuébegcMercueZBe hi m and hi
Nov. 1820, n.48 pp. 3881).
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pseudonym Lewis Luke MacCulloh, which is obviously Scottish, and it aligns the

periodical, somewhat mis@vously, with merchant Scots thfe North West

Companyand Lord Dalhousie. The paper also came from a neutral printer. It was
published by James Lane, whom Mary Lu MacD
figureo iInt€éamagi amwsUd@ny @BLitther ai yne he pr
Scribbler Lane was knownatte pr i nt er of Speetadetreur 6 s moder &
Canadienand a number of pamphlets, as well the editor and printer of the equally
moderatéNestern StarTheWestern Stare pi gr aph, AEngl and! Wi th
Faults | | ove Thee Stmaslwellasitdleyallytothe it s sea
crown. Lane would later own ti@anadian Spectatand theSpectateur

Canadienn which he espoused antnion and preAssembly sentiments, but in

1821, he had not revealed such politics.

Until the twentieth issue, th&cribbleris full of what it originally
promised. There i s Relretviicerw f Gte@uv dy aagqe h'e rl
nordouest de dpténiriona@e darmpleganrsges 1810, 11, 12,13 et 14
(1820) printedirMontréal( I . 25), a di scussion of womenos
on death (1.1724), a description of the festival of St. Ann (1.35), a exposition on
ncknames (1 .36), a promotion for a theatre
theEmi gr ant 6(k24)fas essagdn thevirtues of horse racing (1.86), a
discussion of the plays of Massinger, whom Wilcocke heralds as being as great as
Shakespeare (1.137), all interspersed with original poetry and some traditional
ballads. The content is not entirely edgel@sints atthe politicism, the wit, and

the lewdness to come, but they seem harnylésgedded in the other material.
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Wilcocke relates a tale that alludes to the propensity of husbands to cheat on their

wives (1.37), includes a poem about how a wommade her child return from the

edge of a cliff by exposing her breast (k63 ) , and even discusses t
custom of keeping prostitutes permanently at certain roadway houses for his use

on his travels (1.103). These entries are somewhat lewd, budllygascandalous.

In issue twenty, dated 8 November 1821, Wilcocke publishes the first of
the letters from Pulo Penang, in which he chronicles his own experiences with the
North West Company under the guise of events occurring in thdrichess
(1.154). The Pulo Penang letters are concomitant to his slippage into personal
satire. He refers to the North West Company, which was predominantly run by
Mc Tavi s h, McGillivray, & Co., as AMcRavi sh
obviously offensive nicknames. Theseaakts only multiplied when Wilcocke
introduced the section of his paper under
which he proposes in issue thittyree (7 February 1822) and continues to include

in every few issues for the duration of the publicatio®6l).

Wilcocke obviously decidetb radically refashion the paper after
November of 1821, and does so by hint@ignd then revealing his identity. It
appears that his tactic of neutrality in the field of cultural production had not
worked out as he kighoped, so he seems to have returned to what he knew sold
from his experience as a pamphleteer writer: scandal. | posit that the structure of
the field of cultural production, so dominated previously by the merchants,
demanded that he either appease thevhich must have seemed unrealistic after

trying to steal so much from thénor that he position himself and tBeribbler
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against them. In essence, heditie draw them into another press war using

himself as bait.

In the twentyfifth issue, dated 3 December 1821, Wilcocke openly
criticizes the recent wunion of the North W
Company as well as condemning commerce in general for impeding the

accumulation of knowledge:

But, although commercial enterprise is the friendly arsdefring

parent of the exploration of new countries, it is a nharrowminded, an
invidious, and a sordid stapother to every species of

information, and views with a jaundiced and vindictive eye every

effort to disclose to the rest of mankind those avermestlth.

(1.194)
He refers to the North West @Proudpany as )
oligarchyo (I .281), and insists that they
partake in social activities bedause they

dol I ar 0o (I . 19skVJen,thécnbblerimctudes antadvertiseémegnt by
Wilcockehimself t hr eatening Athe North West Compa
may concerno (1.223). The advertisement de
printareportofts t ri al at which he was acquitted o
same with remarks on ALL THE WITNESHd their evidencand HIS

DEFENCE AT LARGEO (I .216).
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Wil cockebs slippage into perso-nal satir
eighth issue, he wes of the recent attention he has received in the press and his

provocation of it:

It was matter of great surprise to me that for ten months my essays
made their weekly appearance, without exciting or provoking any
public printed remark, or criticism. | walmostu desespoifor

fear that | should continue to walk over the course without a single
one venturing to enter the lists; | have purposely inserted in my
papers some blunders, and have started some pdopiies, in the
hopes of provoking animadksgon; at length, to my great

satisfaction, two or three writers have come forward. (1.355)

Wilcocke admitghat his paper was meant to be inflammatory, especially for the

other newspapers. Haspurposefully set himself up, attempting to solicit a

respomse. Wilcocke, who never all@fiany thing[sictogounanswer edo (I . 354
responds to letters by JACUSNESHE®I Moresn theMontréal Gazetteand D.

H. in theQuébedVercury(1.354-5). He also duels in verse with Tresillian in the

Upper Canada Gazette r esponding to Tressillanbds HAEpI
(11.229; 111.251). Wilcocke also fik the pages of th8cribblerwith these verbal

spats, printing, for instance, a letter to Mores that he wrote and that was rejected

by theGazettg1.385-90), and e usuallyreprikh i s att ackersod | etters
Scribbleras well. Wilcocke drew as much attention to any type of controversy as

possible.
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In theLiterary Miscellany H. 1 Hagan describes Wil cockec

personal satire. He writes:

This extraordiary person, when he commenced his career as
Editor of a noted publication, on finding that the dignified style of
the moralist and sage would not suit the low humour of the
inhabitants of this town, by altering his mode of writing, and
making it conformatd to their inclination, displayed a rare and
happy versatility of genius, which could move with equal grace in
the beggarly and sordid rags of Diogenes, as in the splendid and

courtly attire of Aristippus. (111.112)

Wi | c owilingnésst o wear ant yeabédggordid rags of Di
evinced in his reprinting the quotation in tBeribbler.Similarly, Wilcocke states

that he had made the transformation because he sold more papers. Freely

admitting his pecuniary ends was a postHiaking at odds wit his seething

criticisms of commerce; nonetheless, it worked. $habbleb s vi ci ousness
seemed to appeal the audience iMontréal By attacking the upper echelon, the

Scribblerwas able to hold its place in the field and continue for six years.eunlik

many of its contemporaries. No matter how elegantly Hagan wants to phrase

Wil cockeds shift, W |l cockeds new attention

West Company. Wilcocke got the response he was looking for.

In early May 1822, a lengthy pamphésititledA Sketch of the Life and

Character of Samuel Hull Wilcocke, during his residence in Cabgdehe Man
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of Rosé* was distributed, freef-charge, throughout the streetsMntréal It is

the only known pamphlet of early nineteegtntury Canada that was distributed

this way. No printer, normally, would have wished to print something so risky

unless the writer paid handsomely upfront. Wilcocke surmised that David

Chisholme wrote th pamphlet for the North West Company (1.459). Chisholme

had connections to the merchants as he worked for Turner@a#sttgthough

after the pamphlet was published), and his letter of introduction to Dalhousie was

inexplicably signed by John Richamsand Roderick and Henry MacKenzie, of

the North West Company(752 p. 50. These facts, in conjunction with

Chi shol mebs defence of the merchants and t
in the same garrul ous an@anadanMagazne!l i ous way
suggest that Wilcocke was correct. The pamphlet outright defends the North West
Companyod6s actions, and given the expense o0
solicited by someone who had access to considerable wealth. |ttteed

pamphlet is a muchan advertisement for the NW&S it isan attack on Wilcocke:

for many years backhe NWC]have carried a wide an

extended® and a liberal traffic into climes into which Europe had
never impressed a single trace of her boasted civilization; and have
scattered the example of their industry and the influence of their
riches...0 They have dealt with men in the very infancy of social

improvemend They have tried the species in the first stages of its

“The Man oaf rReofsesrdbenicse to Al exander Popebds poetic tr
Epistle of the Moral Essays, "Of the Use of Riches"
English Philanthropist who instigated and oversaw many improvements in the towrsof Ros

(Harvey 456).
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rudeness, and ferocéiyAnd no less by the clemency andaniess
of their public conduct to barbarians than by the liberality and
kindness of their private behaviour to their dependdaids do
they feel justified in... entertaining a conscientious conviction of

the integrity of their transactions. (13)

The pamphlet does not describe Wilcocke in such laudatory terms. Indeed, it
easily outdoes th8cribbleras the dirtiest work circulated in nineteetntury

British North America.

The pamphlet tries to strike a deathblow to$eeibblerby revealing
Wilcockebs previous personal i fe. |t
scurrilous prosseenn the pamphleteering war, and thus proves that Wilcocke
did succeed in reinstating the battle. By this time, the structure of the field had
changed becae the NWC and the HBRerged, thus melding into one posit of
power.Wilcockewas now no longer writing for the NWC, and those he had

worked for and who he had likely robbed were absorbed into the HBC.

partic

Using private papers purloined from Samuel Wil | cockeds apart men

after he had absconded to the United States, the pamphlet launches a vicious

assault on WiInthe patnpghlétEhe Man of Rasslaimsthat he

“2 According to Wilcocke in hisetter to the Solicitor Generglublished the year before (1821),
much of the information from the letters had already been distributed:
My papers so far from having been considered as private or sacredyemavbandied
about, scattered indiscriminately on tables and on floors, left open to the inspection, and
subjected to the remarks and sneers of
boysé. [ They] have been r adadtofridndsdndaverdinpr
order to resist actions brought for false imprisonment, put on the fyles of the Court of
Kingbébs Bench.
(13)

constabl
opagated
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wrote anddistributedlt he pamphl et to warn t heinpubl i c of
order to persuade them Athat the time wil/
[his] writings, however exquisitely felt or eloquently uttered, is noting [sic] better

than the wretched fl ummery of-11alnan ckl y and
attempt to stop the reading of tBeribbler, The Man of Ross divulges secrets

about Wil c oc krathet hawee tliedhhan have discayeveil

(Wilcocke, Solicitor Generall3). Purporting to quote from a letter by Wilcocke

to his mistress Ann Lewis, tied September 1817, the pamphlet reads:

The times when at Kensingtd@bore and at Walworth you used to

be sentfrommetoL___ , and sometimes from him to me, were
often also extremely delightful, and | enjoyed you with the greatest
pleasure when you conte me with your overflowing buttered

bun, reeking warm, and drenching wet, from the downright, lusty,

long, and vigorous L used to give you, and which |

hope he does not fall offénl beg you will tell me now and then
how you do the job with high in what posturé@ whether he

diddles your little dock nicefy whether he licks your delicious slit
till you spend whether you handle his _ , and famous____,

and how often a night you have it. (38)

The Man of Ross®d0s shocki omglleiessbl i cati on

betraying Wil cockeds asmandaatyromamiolknict , voyeu

Theaccessible nature of the documents because of their distripwtigch Wilcocke claims was
illegal, and beaase the pamphlet was distributed for free suggest that the only reason to publish
the documents was to suppress Wilcockebs writing.
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providea condemning portrait. However, the exposure of the letters [Bkibieh

is not only shocking because of its content, but because it was thought necessary.

The Man of Rossd0s claim that Wilcocke shou
to Adistribute among &tolte eft gl Itihes rafvi migs Ioe
and failed to abstain Afrom intermeddling
private charaet r 0 -12) rings hollow as the pamphlet exhibits all the qualities

that it purportsto condemn. Though Wilcocke undoubtedly provoked the wrath of

The Man of Ross, the viciousness of the personal attack embedteel 8ketch

of Samuel Hull Wilcockdoesmt seem in proportion to Wil cc¢
tame practice of lampooning and chastising public figures iSthibbler The

NWCO6s decision to engagpublishingwhat/i | cocke, es
essentiallypornographyundercuts their own moral steeanddemonstrates that

they felt theScribblerposed a immediatehreat.

A careful reading of the rhetoric ®he Sketckhows that the Man of Ross
uses Wi lcockebs sexual transgressions and
that could infect the eimé colony, if spread through printh€ Man of Ross refers
to Wilcocke as dApolluted with crimeo (11),
i maginationo (11). 't is these fisicklyo it
and righteousness ofusgsthe language ofsibka¢ssact er o (1
describeWi | cockebs | ove affair: Al Wil cocke woul
vice, there to inhale the tasteless torpor of its atmosphere, to drink of the poisoned
draught of its turbulent and loathsome fountain, and wall in the mire of its

pestiletial regiond whi | e he festered in the very infe
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36) . Not onl $cridblarb e Womeoakpablic threat, a
contagion which the shameless subjects upon which they treated might spread

amongst the young and unthingi ( 75) , but they, as well as
can infect and corrupt the very foundations of the British rule in British North

America. The Al oathsome fountaino of sexua
Apure fountain of IBergitsilsaht iroingdht(s6 ) .anTdh eBrMatn
suggests that Wi lcockeds private sexual I n

government and even British rights.

Interestingly, the exchange between Wilcocke and the Man of Ross
intervenes in the same discourse. Both attéamgemonstrate moral authority
over the other and to accuse the other of hidden agendas, licentious behaviour,
and the spreading of disease. It is the same type of discourse that Lord Selkirk
used to condemn the North West Company in 1816, accusing thegreafling
disease and alcoholism throughout the Indian territories (Bun&didrk210).
Somewhat oddly, neither Wilcocke nor The Man of Ross seems desirous of
attempting to redefine virtue and thus they do not try to subvert the hegemonic
discourseratherparticipatingin it. The pamphlet did to some extent work.
Although it was able to threaten the printer James Lane to abandon the project,
according to Wilcocke, before their contract was due, Wilcocke seemed to be the
ultimate winner as he was abtedapitalize on the attention given to his
publication. He found a new printer in Burlington after he was released from
prison. Amazingly, he was publishing again within three weeks. The tension

between thé&cribblerand the North West Company did not resaily subside
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by June of the following year, but particular political developments shifted the

structure of the field of cultural production.

The Union Question in the Press

The other dispute that affected the field of cultural produamrcernedhe

proposed union of Lower and Upper Canada. Chastitutional Acbf 1791

introduced an elected Assembly into the government of Lower Canada, giving the
French majority representation and legal power. The Duke of Richmond had first
introduced the quesin of the union in 1819 (Ormsby 278). The situation was as
follows. Upper Canada had no access to an ocean port. This dapotad

sourceof revenue for the government, as most of the revenue for the colonies was
derived from custom duties. An agrearhbad existed, until 1819, whereby the
revenue of the port duébeavas shared by the two provinces. The larger

problem was the power that the Canadiens had gained in the Assembly because
the Assembly controlled the purse. The Governor and the Execotivanittee
could not disperse funds without the Assem
the two provinces were united, the forty seats that constituted the Upper Canadian
legislature representing 1200 people would have considerable power if
conjoinedto the fifty seats that made up the Assembly, though they represented
500000 inhabitants (Ouellet 201). Thus, the Assembly would be weighted

heavily in favour of the British, even though they would be representing a far
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smaller number of inhabitants. Iss=nce, the French feared that the balance of

power would shift into the hands of the British minority.

The merchants also wanted to dissolve the French majority in the
Assembly because they fAiforesaw even greate
washosi | e to economic development and soci al
been an attempt by the merchants to stop the division of the old Province of
Québedn 1791, and they supported the possiblam@n (Ormsby 279). Edward
Ellice, who orchestrated thavion of the NWC and HBC in 1821, was one of its
most enthusiastic proponents. Therchants wanted the union because it would
allow them to severely reduce costs. The fur trade was failing as an industry and
the merchants saw the union as the @algsible salvation (Bumste8elkirk
370). Thus, the merchants suddenly looked to the power of the press to influence
the populace for their own political ends. The ruling minority also favoured the
union as it would balance if not overwhelm the Frenchadem populace with
English speaking immigrants and Loyalists. The French population saw the
proposal as an attempt to renege onQébecAct of 1774 parts of which had
already been repealed in tBenstitutional Acobf 1791 thatmaintainedhe
Frenchcivil law, andFrenchseigniorial system of land organizatj@nd allowed
Roman Cathlics to hold positions of power

Though discussions about the union had existed since its division, and the
uni on had been proposed by sGaveurtnoornaRi dhnhos
(Ormsby 278), the question was not considered in England until March of 1822

and not put before the House of Commons untile(Ormsby 284). This
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occurred, by adept manoeuvring by Ellice, without consulting or notifying Lower
Canadwetnmentfdii st ori an Fernand Ouellet assert
union plan and its sponsorship by the British authorities first reached lower
Canada in June, 18220 (201). The rumours f
field in Montréal
In May, Thomas A. Turner, one of the founding nine members of the Bank
of Montréaf* and a partner in Allison, Turner, and Co., boughGazette
MontréalTheMontréal Gazettdrom James Brown (Beaulieu and Hamelia,
PresseB).”® In June, Turner announced that the paper, origimedifingual
production, was to be printed solely in English. Gezettehad been one of the
more norpartisan papers, but under Turner it changed to support British and
mercantile interests. Indeed, rhier changed the name of the paper in 182hdo0
Montréal Gazette andcCommercial Advertisetthus signifying its investment in
commercial activity (Beaulieu and Hamellrg Presseb). It seems unlikely that
Turner bought the paper because of the unidvai@® although once he was in

control, he did use it to serve mercantile interests. Other papers, however, sprung

“*3For a detailed account of how the union was brought before parliament, see Ormsby.

“4 Merrill Denison states that the foders of the Bank of Montré&lJohn Richardson, George

Garden, George Moffatt, Robert Armour, James Leslie, Horatio Gates, John C. Bush, Austin
Cuvillier,and Thomas A. Tummérwer e referred to simply as the fAMontr
representing a the Montréedmmercial world. Denison points out though, that this powerful

conglomerate had several representatives that were allied with the North West Company and the

Hudson Bay Company (¥23).

“5 Turner had tried to buy tHdontréal Herald, but had not been able persuade Agnes Grey, the

proprietor (MacDonaldi L i t ed)dmuy mer 6 s at tHeradwas ptolmablbtasavet h e

the mercantile voice in Montréalthe Montréal Herald had been the most ambitious printer

reporting on the Selkirk Controversy, piitg Archibald MacDonald ktters, the letters of Adam

McAdam in 1816, MeradtorEdtvaedsEbhhdc8bdbmon Gal ebs respon
49). It had also printed some of the most polemical pieces in its earlier years, including the letters

of Veritaspurportedly by John Richardson, the most powerful merchavibimtréal

(Greenwood). Thélerald had been the mercantile voiceNtontréal but with the death of

William Gray in 1822, its future had become uncertain.
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up directly because of the debatea GazetteCanadienngowned and edited by
John Quilliam began on the 14 Augt1822. It advertisethat & will address
topics such as Adla politique, (14Auggricul tur
1822n.1 p. 2 cal 2), but was also firmly antunion (Beaulieu and Hamelibha
Presse43). Wilcocke started thiéree Pressn October of 1822, declaririts
entire purpose is to represent the Engipeaking people who refuted the union.
TheCanadian Spectatpnewly acquired by James Lane (who was also possibly
its editor), also entered the field as an-amiion paper (Beaulieu and Hamelug
Presse30-31), asdid its sister paper, thBpectateur Canadien)so published by
Lane®® If we believe Wilcocke, all English papers wessentiallypeing run by
the government and the merchants who were pro union, opening up a space in the
field of cultural ppduction for a counter opinion. Wilcocke explains:
The government party, or those who uphold unlimited power of the
metropolitan country to controusic] and modify the legislature,
and the constitution of these provinces, and who maintain the right
inherent in the imperial parliament to coerce such provinces or
persons as may be either refractory or not sufficiently subservient,
have got possession of almost all the public presses of the country,
and bear down all opposition. The mercantile interest,ias i
called, being entirely thrown into the scale, those English papers

that are not directly under the immediate contrsid [of

“® Beaulieuand Hamelin suggest thatane simply changed the name on 9 October 1882
Pres® 30), but | have acopy ofSpectateur Canadiefior 19 Ocbbert hat shows t he paperés
continued appearance under that name.
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government, are swayed completely to the same side of the

guestion, by the preponderating motive of interes8)(2

There is actually good reason to believe W
popular, longstanding English papers Montréaldid all seem to be pranion.
Turner, as | mentioned, had just purchasedxaeette theMontréalHerald had
always been in favawf mercantile interests, and tBanadian Courantthough
usually described as a neutral paper, was attacked [$ptaateur Canadicior
inventing speeches made byamtni oni sts and devot-ing itseltf
canadi enneo0 Rdol). Kareover, itlpAn2e@ a pponion article as
early as 19 June 1822. @col 2). Despite this seemingly overwhelming support
for the preunionists, theCanadian Timesvas launched in Jan. 1823 as another
pro-union paper. It so vehemently attadkthe antunionists and the Assembly
that the editors Ariel Bowman and Edward Vernon Sparhawk had to flee the
country?’ The paper was shut down in June 1824. Cheadian Times s
prospectus describes the importance of the union question to the pogitbnin
papers within the field of cultural production:
At the present juncture of affairs in these provinces, perhaps no
declaration is so requisite, as to what particular party a public print
is adherent. The entire division of the people of the Canadas in
their views, interests, and desires, and the total disunion of the

public mind, renders an avowal of political principles as necessary

" Seethe Journal of the House of Assemiflyr 3 Feb. 1823 p. 64 and 10 Fdl823 p. 89.
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as a statement whether a paper is to be printed in French or
English. (14 Janl823)
Print production had become domiedtoy the question of the union. The
merchants had their organs, as did the Assembly. The other posit of power, the

Governor, also moved to control press production.

Lord Dalhousie, as Governor General, also became personally involved in
cultural producthn. In Lower Canada, the dynamics of the field of power and the
refraction into the field of cultural production were so considerably different from
Nova Scotia where Dalhousie had been Lieutenant Governor that Dalhousie was
forced to change his tactice. Nova Scotia, the British majority made the
governoro6s position in the field one of un
contributions to the field of cultural production were far from subtle. He was
overseeing the Afinishi ngondobthedawoe so made t o
greatest architectural symbols of colonial government in Nova Scotia (Villeneuve
53), and he commissioned portraits of the then reigning King George 1l and one
of King George | for the Legislative Council Room inside the building. John
Elliott Wool ford, who had been under Dal hot
(Villeneuve 46), produced in 1819 four lithographs (the first to be produced in
British North America) of Province House and Government House with an
engraved dedication to Dalhousie (¥ileuve 53). This production nicely tied
together the symboliarchitecturah c r own j ewel so6 of British I m

symbolic scientific progress of lithography, and Lord Dalhousie himself. In
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Lower Canada, such a blatant parade of power would netlbeeceivel,

despite Dal housiebds unyielding chauvinism
In Lower Canada, Dalhousie became interested in periodical production.

The intense debate concerning the proposed union of the provinces, with its

flourish of papers, coming directly afterthemdrant 6 s f i erce pamphl et

(and subsequent union of the two) into which Lord Dalhousie entered, made him

acutely aware of the power held by the press and cultural production. By 1822, he

was trying to decipheht layout of the fieldFigure 2is an excerpt from his

Memoranda, where he has created a table of the newspapatialand

QuébecCity. Dalhousie is particularly interested in who runs which papernwho

the editors areyhat their countriesf origins arewhich factions support whic

papers, anwhattheir general circulation numbers. For instance, he lists the

Canadian Spectatora newly published periodical by Jocelyn Waller, which he

states was founded by members of the Elective Assemahliiousie saw the

Assembly as an insubordite attempting to threaten his ultimate authority as the

King incarnate in North America (Burroughs
Kingbs Representative in these Provinces m
public measures that affect the publicintest s generall yo (qgtd. in

A Dal h oluappeadhg is trying to track the political affiliations of the press

in order to plot out the field of cultural production.
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Figure 2: Dal housi eds Memorandum Respectin
Québec and Montréal

VALY 3
g

z

Source: CIHM #: A52, produced by Canadiana

John Charlton Fisher and David Chisholme, both newspaper men and
occasi onal poets, worked as Dal housi ebs mo
theQuébedGazettth ad been t he ¢fficaleorganmsiecdhe 6 s s e mi
paper6s conception in 1764 (five years aft
Dalhousie managed in 1823 to institute a new paper, of thersamgthat he
could control. The paper was known as @hebedGazette published by
authority. Dalhousie importeddhn Charlton Fisher from New York and made
him editor of t he patfesandpavieghehddstrippedngoés pr i

from John Neilson, the editor of tliuébedGazetteNeilson had been one of the
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representatives to go to England to denounegtbposed union, and Dalhousie

did not like his politics, which he feared would enter the periodical that was

supposed to represent the government (Beaulieu and Hahreelresses).

Dal housi eds correspondence wihahhewWassher dem
able to maintain over the pap&AC A531 p.158. and LAC A530p.95).4®

Fisher remained a permanent figure in the literary community of Lower Canada

over the next two decades, and even became the president of the Literary and

Historical Society n 1826. David Chishol me became Dal
sometimein1l82% . He was the editor ofThekower Canad
CanadianMagazine i n 1824 and LowelheCamdiamdads fir st
Reviewjn 1825. Chisholme used ti@ganadian Magazine o pr omot e Dal housi
projects, such as the AQuébécedr aarnyd aunsde dHitshteo r
Reviewwhich was dedicated to Dalhousiater to advertise the usefulness of

such societies. All three papers espouseelpion stances.

The union questioaffectedthe production of th&cribblerin a similar
manner as the Selkirk Controvetsyd Wilcocke satirically appropriates the
colonial discourse that defined the union debate. He uses the language of both the
militia and diplomacyto declare his rule ovéontréaland to emphasize his
expanding influence in surrounding aréaat the beginning of issue twenty
nine, Wi lcocke states that he has Al ately

parties, Quartemaster general of Voltigeursi€], and one of the Deputy

“8 This intext citation refers to the Earl of Dalhousie fonds, the microfilm number, and page
number. All following citations will be done in the same format.
*See 111.177.
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assistarntommissary generals of amusement in and for the distridbatréab

(I'.225). Wilcockeds Adominiond is a mor al
judgement of othersd acti voMriSeribblerotett er s t
to Mr. MacCulloh are now frequently addressed to the Inspector General (i.e.

|l . 249). Wil cocke writes that he has been i
the circle of my intellectual owofthei ono (1. 3
Red River Settlement and the visions that
of political possibilities of union. Wilcocke, according to himself, fills his paper

wi t h @ V a feiiao jurislicaldecisionis, and statepapsigl[6 (| | | . 17 7) ,
including a Manifesto and a Proclamation (I11.178). In issue gixgy Wilcocke

instates himself as the Inspector General, and gives himself the ability to appoint

his subalterng®

We, LEWIS LUKE MACCULLOH, by the grace of the public,

and our own act, SABBLER THE FIRST, Inspector General,
Censor, and Recorder, into over, and of, all characters, manners,
persons, and actions, in the province of Lower Canada; premier
Essayist, Reviewer, and Satirist, etc. Etc. Etc. To all our loving

readers and others, SBNGREETING.... JEREMY TICKLER,

¥ He declares his deputgispectors, and he describes the reaatforertain districts to his

imposed law, but nonef this occurs outside of printe has a his deputyinspector Generals

Tom Brown inQuébec City (1.365)J er emy Ti ckl er, Esq. from Lower Cana
divides the district of Three Rivers from that@u ® b e ¢ 0 and PaullC&@n§p3 (who had

appeared first in Vol. I. 390) of Cataroqua for Upper Canada (IHg5Wilcocke obviously

underscoredie expanse of his influence with these invented/ imaginary officers. Similarly, he

emphasizes that letters come from different locations. Wilcocke creates a separate sébgon of

Scribblerent i t 1l ed ADiIistrict Intelligéncéatel! 8g8@8ncetoodosbyp
Dicky Gossip that was by this issue in its sixth number (having started on 1.263). He also includes

letters fromQuébedCity (1.425), Upper Canada (1.291), Chambly (1.323), La Chine (1.329),

LaPrairie (1.299, 1.315), and Three Rivet=101).
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Esquire, hath well and faithfully served as a volunteer, nearly from
the commencement of our reign; Now KNOW YE that in
consideration thereof, and of the benefit to be derived to the public
and to ourselves, from his constand unremitted exertions, we
have appointed the said Jeremy Tickler, Esg. and do hereby
appointed $ic] him, to be our deputy Inspect@eneral, Censor,

and Reporter, in and over all manner of persons and things,

appertaining unto, and subject to, ouigdiction as aforesaid...

Given under our hand this fifth day of September, 1822.

LEWIS LUKE MACCULLOH.

(11.198-199)

Wilcockewrites partly in jest about his moral dominion, especially since he

would seem to hol d no asypanipllatandhisamgestyv en t he
for forgery. Likewisealthoughchanging geographical bordetse power of the

Imperial government, and the spread of British influence were being discussed in

the other papers, no other paper was trying to assert, at leabt,dfert control

over all of Lower Canada. What Wilcockeos
interact with the other periodical productiarsd disclos¢hrough his absurd

example what was at stake in the debate: the worry that one culture would

dominatethe other.

Wi | ¢ o c k e 0 sxistsonlynn texi. lderrefers to his area of influence

as his AScriblerian and Censori al domi ni on
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(111.358). Wilcocke's attempt to infiltrate the towns through prinbrsthe one

hand,humorous, but on the other hanasettling.He implies thathe cultural

production of the posits of powgrtendthe same sort of infiltration in an attempt

to dominate: iey wish to persuade readers of their position and their authority.

Wi | c o satirieabresworking of the situation is both humorous and slightly

alarming as it seems adsevanithWgiintrioscec keds mor a
flaw of having an immoral Kingy acted in the same manner asapparently

legitimately concerned parties.

Wilcocke not only appropriates the language of diplomacy, but he also
wants to disclose how other posits of power, especially the merchants and the
governor, use it to assert authority and accrue political power. He highlights,
repeagdly, the political influene onthe other papers, so he can claim a position
of disinterestedness. He calls the other e
Anot hing but old news, vapid sonnets to im
elegies whose only merit consistsinraissng | augh at the expense of
(1.377). He also argues that the editors are driven only by monetary gain, and thus

are Nagreeable to the powers that bebo:

| know the other English papers published in this town are too
pusillanimous, and too aversedncroaching upon their usual
guantum of sixteen or twenty columns of lucrative advertisements,
to admit of any thing that may not be perfectly agreeable to the
powers that be, which my productions are not, or which are against

the current of public opion. (1.377)
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He also makes specific accusations. He queries whether Tommy Changeling

(Thomas A. Turner, proprietor and editor of Mentréal Gazettein 1822) has to

have everything fAof a political natureodo ap
Richardson, tb most powerful merchant in the Canadas) and whether he must

Asubject all his editorial paragraphs to h
to Henry Driscoll, editor of th&lontréalHerald, as Mr. Drybrains (11.45). He

suggests t hat alisiomaTiliseam Sharuyalso khcavn as

AEmpltuyb, Esq., 0 buteewso neow dadlstnamecei ves 7
George | Vo wh iModréaWHeraldk Hermalgo peotluces tisdogues of

Lord Dalhousie busily bossirayoundDavid Chisholmedictating his printingof

the several papers for which Chisholme was e@ilcat79).

Wi | ¢ o c k e 6 s neddirom ipatiticseandenrietarg gagontradicts
his other claimsfor Wilcockefreely admits as | have demonstrated, his personal
vendetta against the North West Company and his decision to use personal satire
because it sold more copies of teribbler.This disinterestednessdisas Pierre
Bourdieu would arguée is itself invested in attempting aiccrue cultural capital
by claiming to be independent of influence and is thus interested. Wilcocke has no
problem simultaneously claiming disinterestedness and a vehement irtierest.
describes himselfasfi d e s pot , 06 but one ecthabandowi | | fall
hi m. He states that he is in igower only be
emanates fr oeellltl&3% InpieMapifestopWil¢o&ke lays out a
democratic understanding of authority. He

mysovereg nt y; it i opinibysframhaksofsgfoniéd é mhat | have
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been advanced to my present dignity, which | only hold as long as the public
continue to pay me the tribute of their su
disinterestedness is just d@ner posturingasit hides, of course, Wilckce 6 s o wn
crafti ng aoésires threugtphis ldfinitions sf others within the field of

cultural production. Thus, tH&cribblernever really commits to any set posturing,

frequently contradicting itseINotably, as | will examine further in chapter Two,

this constant tension and unashamed contradiction fits into a large dnem

becomes part of the appeal of eribblerin a field of otherwise earnest

productions.

Shutting down the Scribbler.

As | stated, Wilcocke chronicled in detail every argument again§dhiebler

made in the discourse of the media. He also recorded every instance of attempts to
interfere with theScribbleb s pr oducti on and circulation.
demonizelie government and the merchants and to position himself against them

as the hero of the mistreated and downtrodden. His supposed oppgessongn

many reasons to complain abdaven before the pamphlet, Wilcocke was

cognisant that people were interaagthis mail (1.398). Wilcocke had already

suffered the consequences of such an interception when his location in the United

States was found through a letter he had sent to his lover, Ann LeMeninéal

(A529 p. 60. He therefore raged in ti&cribbler that he wouldi | as h  wi t h

scorpionwhip, all interceptors and openers of private letters whenever they come
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in [his] way ®n22 Beptardbdr; 1822, Wacbcke reports that the
DeputyPostMasterGeneral oMontréal one Donald Sutherland, uesfed to

forward the periodical throughthe pastt f i ce, an action that Wil
arbitrary, I 11 egal, and withal I mpotent, a
According to Wilcocke, Sutherland went beyond refusing to distribute the

Scribder, maki ng fAhi s age ndrirswho carryntieimails,d at e t he
and to endeavour to prevent them from conveying any parcels not only containing

the Scribblerbut also such as are directed to me, or persons known or supposed

to be my corresporhts, whatever such parcels may cordain( | | . 415) .

Wil cocke, quite openly, points out that fb
consequence, they are only adding to my fa
Sut herl and, accusingdhsmbaftBohf oppaksstynpa
and of fAdestroy[ing] the |iberty of indiuvi
di scussiono (l1.265). Wi lcocke, again, tur

positive attribute in his positioning of himself. He ironically dedés the second
vol ume to Sut heenrsliaomdd fod r tthheedShdetxigb Hilwe rdées s a

circulatfono (11 .iiv).

Wilcocke experienced no end of hostility, which enabled him to position
himself repeatedly as an oppressed subaltern. The Grand Jury of the quarter

sessions oQuébeaeemed th&cribblerlibellous in 1823 (111.8191; 111.111),

1 See also 111.99; 1.288; V.208009.
52 post office abuses were a common theme irSthibbler. Se&/11.33, VI1.38, See théMontréal
Gazetted Nov. 1822 foMontréalPost Master James Willian@s ke on the situation.
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even though they knew thdiely could never bring Wilcocke to justiteln 1824,

one of the steamboat owners, a Mr. Dickinson, refused to transp&tribéler

toQuébe¢ t hus severely impeding Wilcockebs ab
(Mackey 80)* Wilcocke also reports isss®f theScribblerbeing stolen e

route> However, Wilcocke took each of these attacks, published them in his

paper, and turned them against the aggressors. As they attempted to stop his print
production, he used their attacks as advertisement of hisssuand as a way of

positioning himself in the field of cultural/print production. The authorities were

now so intent on eradicating Wilcocke that they continuously legitimized his

existence. Wilcocke thus capitalized on the fears that were associdtddrwit

after the publication of the pamphlet.
Conclusion

The Scribblerafter November 1821 defines itself against the merclmnts
condemning themandthe government and empibg attemping to appropriaté

playfullyd theirr het oric. 1t is my contention that

%3 fAlthough he personwhé i r st i The $cobbleans dho ds stilits editor, may

through fear of punishment for former misdeeds, have fled beyond the pursuit of justice in this
province, the Jurors feel that it ought to be made known to his accomplices here who sapply h
with materials for his fabrication, and to his accomplices who give them circulation and publicity,
that they are themselves individually liable, for their offence in so doing, to the inflictions of the
lawo (111.83).

See Mackey 80 n4 for interesting discussion of oth
correspondence with subscriber Philemon Wright.

*5V.125 Advertisement about a Black Leather Valise, or Maij addressed to Mr. J. Wood that

was on board thet€&am Boat Phoenix (contained the Scribbler No. 142)Mfomtréal Québec

Three Rivers, Bertier and Sodeforward to Andrew Tipson, British Coffdldouse Montréal Bag

containing No. 146 also highjacked. Offers reward of 10 or 20 déllespecially with mfo.

V.127 Wilcocke states he cannot reprint the entire runs, but he does have a surplus for those who

wish to have a complete set.
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positioning arose from the dynamics of the field. The merchants and the

government had the most invested in literary production, and thus to define

himself against them was to guarantee a readdohonly were the merchants

and the government the two main forces within the field of cultural production,

buttheyhacda | so set the tone of t ISaibbkk@bat es: Wil
once he reveals himsélifis akin to the pamphleteering style of ®elkirk

Controversy, and his consistent use of the rhetoric of colonization parallels the

discussions in the press over the union question. Wilcocke was able to capitalize

on his condemned person and he scripted a narratNewof t h West Companyos
furtherabuse to gather cultural capital. As | delineate in the following chapter, the

Scribblebs form parallels its confused competir

is part of its positiortaking in the field of cultural production.
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Chapter Two

Mr.Sci bbl er and hiWarhdbMireoel Thmre®Busti sh

Influence in Style anddfm on theScribbler

It is true that in a miscellaneous warfare like mine, depending so much upon intelligence
and reporters,

cutting and slashing right hand and lefack stroke and fore, many incautious,

and some injudicius, hits, may be mad&cribbler(11.156)

The positioning of th&cribblerin theLower Canadian field of cultural

production was in form as much as it was in rhetoric and contenSdriigbler,

asl mentioned in the last chapter, appears like a unique production, so much so

that it has |l ed Mary Lu MacDonald to claim
Lifeo 63). This, |l will argue, 1is not quit

Scribblerhad no obvious, direct antecedents, but | assert th&cifilgbled s st y | e

and form is the product of SWbdedroot ke ds atte
other periodicals in the Lower Canadian field of cultural production by drawing

on British modelsDavid Stewart has recently declared the years between 1815

and 1825 the fAAge o fRomahtiel). Maughatzei ned i n Brit

Scribbleris not technically a magazine, it seems to participate in a resurrected

legacy of Montaigne found in miscellaniccaperiodic writing of early

nineteentkcentury Britain. The&Scribblerincorporates the celebrity persona and

the haphazard miscellaneous presentation of such Romantic productions as Leigh
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Hu nt OExamindramdB| a ¢ k wo o d 0 s thiMehgpterz liexaime the
relationship amongst periodicals in the British field of cultural production to
explicate the seemingly unique form of theribblerand the ways in which
periodicalswere used to gain cultural capital in the Lower Canadian field of

cultural production.

British Periodicals during the Romantic Period

As is generally noted, the entrance of Bténburgh Reviewn 1802
changed the British periodical landscape. Regew, coming out quarterly,
positioned itself in opposition to the mag
favour of a more authoritative presenceo (
launching of th&edinburghReview(and subsequently thendon Revievand the
Quarterly Reviewn 1809), magazines suchas e nt | eviagazing($731
1922) and th&uropean Magazingl7821826)were digests hat A combi ned
original poetry and prose with domestic and foreign news, lists of bankruptcies
and patents pendingxtended letters sections (many of them written by
employees of the magazines), along with more limited reviews of new
publicationso (Keen, 0inpantbecaussbfthe202) . The r
enormous volume of printed material that was being churned &uitain
(Stewart,Romantic3)d abandoned any attempt to be comprehensive and instead
transformed the review inmething that provideslstained critiques of

selected works. The reviews presented themselves as containing and promoting
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earnest, professiahopinionsand expertise in specialized knowledge (Stewart,
ANewspapero 158). Margaret Beetham describ
review: fAisome periodical types are more ho
nineteentkcentury reviews, like the contempoyacademic journal, were at one

end of the spectrum, consisting almost entirely of long review articles,

unil lustrated and relatively consistent 1in
authoritative, earnest, lefiequent periodicals dominated the market. The

rem ewbs approach appealed to the widening B
the cath-all, miscellanic magazines, evincedthg reviewsselling into the tens

of thousands of copiemnd thudar surpassig magazines' circulations, (St. Clair

574). The revied sudden dominance of the field of periodical production caused

formal repositioning by other periodicals. To explain this formal positioning, |

turn to scholars who have inquired into the poetics of the periodic form.

Periodicals have characteristibst are common to all types. Margaret

Beet ham argues in her influential article
Publishing Genreo that periodicals inheren
identities. The periodi chedismeantfdd@t h Aevanes
particular moment in time, and fAenduringo

next issue; it also is meant to be enjoyed in the moment, yet once bound, it is
meant to be read repeatedly. It is both a singular unit and part of a \ooider

and thus a volume is a number of single issues grouped together, and it is at the

c
—

same time something itself. As -Beetham p

endedandendt oppedo (99) . Laur el Brake defines
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identities inthe terms of Mikhail Bakhtin's theory of dialogisfiThe periodical

has a fAstructural correlativeodo in fABakhtin
idea of intertextualitywhereby respectively all texts internally contain a range of

di scourses which interact, and some texts
(Brake 5455). A periodical simultaneously contains a tendency towards

fragmentation and towards unit@ynthiaBandish further explains this dialogic

tension that exists in all periodicals:

the heteroglossia of competing voidegart of the open forces at
work in the periodical threatens to overwhelm the magazine, and
a periodical so fragmented by heteroglossidadoever sustain

this audience; thus, an essential characteristic of a successful
periodical is that it can set parameters on these interpretations
through the construction of a metarrativei one of the closed

forces at work in the texts. (Bandish 241)

Thus, to be successful, a periodical must maintain a tension between the open and

closed tendencies; however, each genre of periodical holds them in a different

ratio. Beetham moves towards a typology of form in her article that clarifies how

these two idntities can manifeshemselves She writes, ASpecific j
be located on a spectrum between those which emphasize the open, serial

qualities of the form and those in which each numberis morelself i nedo (99) .

®For Bakht i noBialogiblmagination.Othes @itichhave provided alterative

models forunderstandinghe geriodical. Lyn Pykett remarks that some press productiarthié

case she is discussing reviews) can be seen in Althuserianfteanss an i deol ogi cal state
which reproduces and reinforces ruling class hegemo
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Because periodicals are remaskamutablé as they are given the chance to
reinvent themselves each isuhey can slide along this scale to position

themselves.

In Bourdieuvian terms, the reviews managed to subvert the magazine
claim to comprehensiveness and diversity as what consolidates cultural capital,
replacing it with homogeneity and subject.i
the reviews gained in prof(®tewari, onali sm, the
A Ne ws p a p58)rStewatt Bx8mines the ways theamineras a weekly
followed byB | a ¢ k was andofthdy did the opposite of the quarterly reviews
by moving away from objectivity to subjectivilyyet maintained a plurality of
these subjective voices. Thus, | argue, theodarals that were competing in the
same market had both to adopt the homogeneity of the reviews in order to accrue
cultural capital, while concurrently defining themselves as different from the
reviews by incorporating the personality of a persona, anaely or familiarity
with the reader, and a stubbornly miscellanic tendency. It is these qdathiats
theExaminepp | ayed with from 1810 inmast t he 1820s
compl ete expressi on panicularliieB Imocnktvd oyd nsa ga z i n
(Stewart, 0 Neahatd gealeiagused ib 8B&ripblerin its struggle

to position itself in the field of cultural production in Lower Canada.

British North America :

The print environment into which ti&cribbleremerged in Lower Canada

was predctably but strikingly different from that of Britain. The two most
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noticeable and significant differences were the lack of any magbizene

periodical and the small subgmidn sizes. As | mentioned imapter One, the

last magazine that was attempted i En g | i s h wa sBritNteNoths on 6 s f ai | e
American Registdn 1803 There were, however, four circulating newspapers

in Montréab theMontréalHerald, theMontréal Gazette theCanadian Courant

and theSpectateur Canadieifhese papers were largetyscellanic in their

content, consisting of advertisements, ship arrivals, notices, foreign news, and

reprinted poetry with a short, usually partisan, editorial and possibly a few letters

to the editor. All of this was spread oveso to four pagesf from three to five

columnseach An example of the jumbled, pieceeal nature of these papers can

beseen in Figure 3he front page of thMontréalHerald on 5 October 1823.

Despite the diversity of the newspaperso v
congstency and linearity to the productions. For instance, the same

advertisements and notices were published week after week, often in the same

place, and the editorial in a fepage productiomasconsistently found in the

second column of the second page.

The other significant difference between the print scene in Britain and the
print scendn Lower Canada was the possibility of a large audience in the former.
The overhead costs of the stately reviews could be overcome by a greater

production. Indeed, threviews managed to sell 10,000 to 14,000iesof eat

*" Dionne does mentionMonthly Magazinexisting from 18191820 in hednventaire

Chronologique ddivre (56), though there is no other record of it, and no copies seem to be extant.
Likewise, theEnquirerhad been launched a number of weeks befor&¢hibblerin Québec
(Enquirer 4), but it was originally distributed in Québec City only, and does not seem to be
noticed in Montréal until a few Months late&dribblerl.64).
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Figure 3: The Front Page of theMontréal Herald5 October 1823

Source: CIHM #: 463532 produced by Canadiana.org



