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Indo-Canadian Institute Celebrates 35 Years

Canadian and Indian members of the
Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute gathered at
the Indian High Commission in Ottawa on
June 12 to celebrate the 35th Anniversary
of the Institute that promotes Indian stud-
ies, Canadian Studies, International
Internships, and Applied Policy Research.

Bottom: John Hill, Professor of History
at Concordia University, with Dr.
Anuradha Chatterjee, Project
Coordinator for The Shastri Applied
Research Project (SHARP), the branch of
the institute that works on poverty reduc-
tion and sustainable development in India.

Top: Regula Qureshi, professor of
Ethnomusicology at the University of
Alberta; Douglas Peers, University of
Calgary accepting the gift of a book from
Shashi Tripathi, High Commissioner of
India to Canada; and Jim and Phyllis
Kingston.

Thwarted Coup Elicits UN Pledge
Friday morning, June 11, as the situation

in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC) was being normalized after an
attempted coup in its capital, several
dozen Congolese natives in Canada gath-
ered at the National Press Club for a con-
ference on “democratic transition.” Major
speakers were a calm, reserved Remy
Masamba, Secretary-Général, of  Union of
the Congolese Diaspora in Canada, and a
fiery J. Bonso Mposos, President of the
League of Electors. One of the organizers,
Ottawa University Engineering professor
Huju Kiringa, of the Union for Democracy
and Social Progress (UDPS), says the DRC
hopes for more support from the United
Nations in their transition period.
Following Friday’s attempted coup, the BBC
reports that “United Nations officials have
condemned the uprising and pledged to
help the country’s transitional political
process.”

Democracy Panel Convenes at Press Club
On June 16 the Ottawa chapter of the

Society for International Development is
holding a panel presentation at the
National Press Club, located across from
Parliament Hill at 165 Sparks Street.“Good
Governance and Democracy Building” is
the theme, and the panelists are a very
distinguished bunch.They include Dr.
Isidro Morales Moreno, Professor of
International Relations and History and
Dean of Social Sciences, Universidad de
las Americas-Puebla, Mexico; Professor
Morris Miller, Adjunct Professor,
Administration and Center on
Governance, University of Ottawa, and Mr.
J.C. Chen, Taiwan’s Deputy
Representative to Canada. Issac Goodine
from Transparency International will mod-
erate the proceedings.The reception starts
at 6:30 p.m., followed by SID’s annual gen-
eral meeting at 7:30 p.m., and finally the
panel discussion begins at 7:45 p.m.
Admission is $10, but please call the Press
Club at 613-233-5641 to find out if there
are still seats available.

A Chance to Cast a Ballot
The marked ballot of a Canadian NGO

worker in Afghanistan is at the Embassy of
Kabul awaiting shipment to Canada, and
will likely arrive in Ottawa before the bal-
lot box closes on June 28. Last week, it
wasn’t clear whether Steve Mason – and
other Canadians working in Afghanistan –
would get the chance to vote (“Will My
Vote Be Counted?” Embassy, June 9).

At one point, the embassy in Kabul
told Mason it was doubtful the hobbled
postal system could deliver his ballot
from Ottawa and return it within the 36-
day campaign period. However, Elections
Canada insisted that arrangements have
been in place since April 1, 2004, to
ensure all Canadians abroad have a
chance to vote. As of press time, Elections
Canada could not confirm the number of
outstanding ballot requests by Canadians
abroad, or how many ballots it had
already shipped overseas.

Embassy Blog

The Canadian Embassy in Washington
has targeted its own new “electronic
newsletter”at Americans to educate them
about the role of Canada in the war on ter-
ror and other issues. Managed by  Lt. Col.
Jamie Robertson, who serves as
Counsellor (Military-Media Affairs) at the
embassy, the site is full of throw-away lines,
particularly about Canada’s military. One
section, called “Myth Buster”, contains the
following: “Canada caused the blackout
on August 14, 2003: FALSE The initial
cause of the blackout began in Ohio. Some
of the 9-11 Hi-jackers entered the US
through Canada: FALSE This is simply not
true.Attorney General Ashcroft and
Secretary Ridge, among others, have said
this on a number of occasions. In fact, they
had all been legally admitted to the United
States.Canada has a large number of ille-
gal immigrants: FALSE While there are
an estimated 8 million people in the United
States without documents, there is no
known similar number in Canada.The high-
est estimate would be in the order of
200,000, given the existing incentives to
make yourself known to Canadian authori-
ties.”

The site, www.canadianally.com, also
does some myth-busting over softwood lum-
ber and crime and punishment in Canada.
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List of Dissenting Diplomats
A group of 26 former diplomats and mili-

tary officials announced this week they will
call June 16 for the defeat of President
George W. Bush in November, adding their
names to more than 100 other American and
British diplomats who have voiced public
criticism of American foreign policy.The 26
signatories who say Bush policy in Iraq has
harmed America’s national security were
identified by the Los Angeles Times: Avis T.
Bohlen, assistant secretary of State for arms
control, 1999-2002; deputy assistant secretary
of State for European affairs 1989-1991.
Retired Adm. William J. Crowe Jr., chair-
man, President’s Foreign Intelligence
Advisory Committee, 1993-94; ambassador to
Britain, 1993-97; chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, 1985-89.Jeffrey S. Davidow, ambas-
sador to Mexico, 1998-2002; assistant secretary
of State for Inter-American Affairs, 1996
William A. DePree, ambassador to
Bangladesh, 1987-1990.Donald B. Easum,
ambassador to Nigeria, 1975-79.Charles W.
Freeman Jr., assistant secretary of Defense,
International Security Affairs, 1993-94; ambas-
sador to Saudi Arabia, 1989-1992.William C.
Harrop, ambassador to Israel, 1991-93;
ambassador to Zaire, 1987-1991.Arthur A.
Hartman, ambassador to the Soviet Union,
1981-87; ambassador to France, 1977-1981.
Retired Marine Gen. Joseph P. Hoar, com-
mander in chief of U.S. Central Command,
overseeing forces in the Middle East, 1991-94;
deputy chief of staff, Marine Corps, 1990-94.
H. Allen Holmes, assistant secretary of
Defense for special operations, 1993-99; assis-
tant secretary of State for politico-military
affairs, 1986-89.Robert V. Keeley, ambassa-
dor to Greece, 1985-89; ambassador to
Zimbabwe, 1980-84.Samuel W. Lewis, direc-
tor of State Department policy and planning,
1993-94; ambassador to Israel, 1977-1985.
Princeton N. Lyman, assistant secretary of
State for International Organization Affairs,
1995-98; ambassador to South Africa, 1992-95.
Jack F. Matlock Jr., ambassador to the
Soviet Union, 1987-1991; director for
European and Soviet Affairs, National
Security Council, 1983-86; ambassador to
Czechoslovakia, 1981-83. Donald F.
McHenry, ambassador to the United
Nations, 1979-1981. Retired Air Force Gen.
Merrill A. McPeak, chief of staff, U.S.Air
Force, 1990-94.George E. Moose, assistant
secretary of State for African affairs, 1993-97;
ambassador to Senegal, 1988-91.David D.
Newsom, acting secretary of State, 1980;
undersecretary of State for political affairs,
1978-1981; ambassador to Indonesia, 1973-77
Phyllis E. Oakley, assistant secretary of
State for intelligence and research, 1997-99.
James Daniel Phillips, ambassador to the
Republic of Congo, 1990-93; ambassador to
Burundi, 1986-1990.John E. Reinhardt,
ambassador to Nigeria, 1971-75. Retired Air
Force Gen.William Y. Smith, deputy com-
mander in chief, U.S. European Command,
1981-83.Ronald I. Spiers, undersecretary-
general of the United Nations for Political
Affairs, 1989-1992; ambassador to Pakistan,
1981-83.Michael Sterner, deputy assistant
secretary of State for Near East affairs, 1977-
1981; ambassador to the United Arab
Emirates, 1974-76. Retired Adm. Stansfield
Turner, director of the Central Intelligence
Agency, 1977-1981 and Alexander F.
Watson, assistant secretary of State for Inter-
American affairs, 1993-96; deputy permanent
representative to the U.N., 1989-1993.

Magic Fingers
Earnscliffe chef John Leung reached a plateau of sorts this week when he made his

1500th canapé.The most recent burst of finger-food creations were produced for last
Saturday’s High Commissioner’s Summer Ball. (See photos page 15)
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USAid predicts that 350,000 people
will die of hunger, disease and exposure
in the refugee camps of western Sudan
in the next few months.

Back in April, Kofi Annan, the United
Nations secretary-general, was already
warning that the international communi-
ty should be prepared to take steps in
Darfur,“that may include military action.”
But nothing has happened.

Well, not literally nothing. The
African Union is sending a handful of
observers to monitor the ceasefire that
was signed in Darfur in April (though it
hasn’t actually stopped the killing). A UN
appeal raised $288 million for relief oper-
ations in Darfur last week, although that
is $80-100 million short of what is needed
and the rainy season will restrict deliver-
ies to the camps starting about now. The
core of the problem is in Khartoum, how-
ever, and nobody wanted to touch that.

The Sudanese president, Omar el-
Bashir, still insists that foreign govern-
ments are blowing the events in Darfur
out of proportion, but low-level flights
across southern parts of the province
report virtually every village burned out.
Over a million people are living in
refugee camps (including 158,000 who
have fled across the border into Chad),
and even in the camps the refugees are
not safe, as raids by the Janjaweed militia
continue. But at least the United States
and the United Nations have finally criti-
cised the government in Khartoum
directly.

“I received numerous accounts of the
extra-judicial and summary executions
carried out by government-backed mili-
tias and by the security forces them-
selves,” said United Nations special rap-
porteur Asma Jahangir in Khartoum on
Sunday. “There is no ambiguity that there
is a link between some of the militias
and government forces.”

After months of dodging the issue, US
Secretary of State Colin Powell echoed
her words on Sunday: “We believe that
the government of Sudan did provide
support to these militias.” He still avoid-
ed using the word ‘genocide,” but he was
clearly aware that President Bill Clinton
had evaded the duty of responding to the
genocide in Rwanda a decade ago by
refusing to call it by the right name:“All I
know is that there are at least a million
people who are desperately in need, and
many of them will die if we can’t...get the
Sudanese to cooperate with the interna-
tional community.

And it won’t make a whole lot of dif-
ference after the fact what you’ve called
it.”

Why did the US and the UN wait so
long before putting the blame where it
belongs?  This is where it gets complicat-
ed, because the main reason is that they
were afraid of jeopardising the deal that

is finally bringing peace to the southern
Sudan after 21 years of war and at least
two million dead.

Every government in Sudan since
independence has been dominated by
the Arabised Muslims of northern Sudan
who account for two-thirds of the coun-
try’s population — and almost every one
of those governments has spent much of
its time at war with rebels in the African,
predominantly Christian south of the
country. The current fighting flared in
1983 after an Islamist faction got the
upper hand in the struggle for power
among the northern, Arabic-speaking
population and tried to impose Islamic
law on the whole country.

Eventually the growing importance of
Sudan’s oil — it could be exporting half
as much as Kuwait in a few years — and
concerns that the country’s Islamist
regime had links with al-Qaeda focussed
official American attention on Sudan. An
adroit use of sticks and carrots by
Washington brought first a more moder-
ate government in Khartoum, and now a
peace deal between north and south
(signed in Kenya early this month) that
provides for a ceasefire, sharing of oil
revenues between north and south, and a
referendum on southern independence
in six years’ time.

But other neglected regions, seeing
what the Christian south has achieved
by revolt, were tempted to play the same
game. Everybody in Darfur is Muslim,
but there is a deep hostility between the
African farmers of the province’s south-
ern river valleys and the Arabised pas-
toral people of northern Darfur, who tra-
ditionally raided the farmers for cattle
and women. So the Islamist faction in
Khartoum, now out of power and look-
ing for a way to undermine its rivals,
urged the people of southern Darfur to
revolt, which some of them did last year
– and the faction now in power in
Khartoum turned the Arabised pastoral
people of northern Darfur loose on
them.

The Janjaweed militia’s raids on the
farming villages are now backed by
Sudanese government helicopter gun-
ships, and rather than just stealing cattle
and women they murder everyone they
can catch, burn the crops and smash the
irrigation systems. It is genocide, no
doubt about it – but the government that
backs it is the same Sudanese govern-
ment that has pushed the Islamists out of
power in Khartoum and is now making
peace in the south. Now, very late in the
game, the US and the UN are starting to
condemn the Sudanese government
openly, but it’s not clear what they will
actually do about it. Overthrow the pres-
ent lot in Khartoum, and you probably re-
start the much bigger war in the south.
It’s another problem from hell.

GWYNNE DYER

Sudan: Peace in the
South,War in the West

Ten crucial steps to address 
a humanitarian crisis in Darfur

Editor’s Note: The International Rescue
Committee (IRC) – USA is currently providing
emergency health, water, sanitation and protection
services for tens of thousands of displaced
Sudanese in and around Al Fasher in North Darfur
and for the growing numbers of refugees fleeing to
the areas of Bahai and Cariari in northeastern
Chad.The agency has identified 10 crucial steps to
address a humanitarian crisis in Darfur. It believes
that the following steps need to be taken quickly if
hundreds of thousands of lives are to be saved.

Last week Embassy Newsweekly invited Abd
Elghani Awad El Karim, Sudan’s Chargé d’Affaires
to Canada, to respond to the following questions
(in bold type at the end of each IRC step).The fol-
lowing are the IRC steps, each followed by a ques-
tion and Mr.El Karim’s response.

1. Fund UN Appeals. For months the UN has
been appealing for $171 million to assist
Sudanese displaced in Darfur and Chad.Only $50
million has been received, with the United States
contributing the most. The planning numbers for
those in acute need have since doubled from 1
million to 2 million people and the United
Nations now requires more than $250 million to
save their lives.We urge member states to quickly
pledge and satisfy UN appeals.

EMBASSY: Do you support this appeal to
raise funds for UN Intervention in Sudan?

Mr. El Karim: Yes,we support the UN appeals
for humanitarian assistance to the affected per-
sons in Darfur, western Sudan. Unfortunately, the
response of the international community, until
now, is covering only about twenty percent of the
urgently needed humanitarian assistance.We take
this opportunity to thank Canada for its assistance
and we are sure that Canada will continue its
noble mission in helping our people to face the
current humanitarian difficulty caused by groups
that use violence in settling conflicts.

2. Support UN Coordination. Only with the
cooperation of both the Government of Sudan
and the opposition forces can the United Nations
operational agencies and their international part-
ners mount a humanitarian response on the scale
now required to save hundreds of thousands of
lives in Darfur. In cooperation with the
Government of Sudan, full support must be given
to UN coordination of such a response and such
support must be sustained.

EMBASSY: Does the government of Sudan
offer sustained cooperation with the UN in
Darfur?

Mr. El Karim: The Sudan Government is
working closely and co-operating fully with the
UN. In fact, the Sudanese Government has facili-
tated two UN missions to Darfur, to assess the
humanitarian needs as well as human rights situ-
ation in the region. Many UN agencies are cur-
rently working in Darfur, as well as about twenty
international humanitarian non-governmental
organizations.

3. Ensure Unhindered Access. While access to
Darfur has improved in recent days, unhindered
and sustained access for humanitarian aid work-

ers must be guaranteed. This

includes the prompt issuance of travel docu-
ments, freedom of movement and ensuring a
secure environment for aid workers.

EMBASSY: How long does it take for aid
workers to receive travel documents giving
them access to Darfur?

Mr. El Karim: Entry visas to the Sudan, for UN
and international humanitarian workers, can be
issued by Sudanese embassies within forty eight
hours with a permit for three months to stay in
Darfur. We are making progress. We are continu-
ously improving our procedures, and we are
responding positively to the remarks and observa-
tions of our local NGOs and international human-
itarian workers.

4. Facilitate Movement of Goods. Trucks essen-
tial for the delivery of aid are bogged down in cus-
toms. Essential medicines not manufactured in
Sudan are blocked from immediate distribution to
those who are suffering. These and many other
similar administrative and bureaucratic obstacles
cannot be tolerated. Pressure must be brought on
the opposition forces and the Government of
Sudan to remove all barriers to the delivery of life-
saving materials and services to war-affected pop-
ulations.

Continued on Page 6

NO TIME TO SPARE IN SUDAN

Abd Elghani Awad El Karim is Sudan’s Chargé
d’Affaires to Canada

One of Sudan’s lost boys tells his personal story and doubts for the
success of the peace protocol. See page 6.



There was Franklin D. Roosevelt.
And then there was Ronald
Reagan. Of all American presi-

dents in the past half-century, indeed
through our entire history, these two
have decisively affected Canadians in
ways that no others have approached
even remotely.

In Roosevelt’s case, the transforma-
tional event was the Ogdensburg
agreement of 1940 by which the U.S.
took over responsibility for the
defence of Canada. In Reagan’s case, it
was the continental free trade agree-
ment of 1988, since expanded to
include Mexico.

The first moved Canada away from
its colonial relationship with Britain
and set in motion a
process of nation
building that culminat-
ed in the patriation of
the Constitution and
the enactment of the
nation’s distinctive,
and defining, Charter
of Rights and
Freedoms. The second
eliminated almost all
protective barriers
between the two
economies so that
today, for all practical
purposes,there is a sin-
gle economy in North
America with 87 per
cent of all of Canada’s
exports going south of
the border.

This economic
union, though, hasn’t
led to political union
or even to cultural union, despite the
fears of the anti-free trade nationalists.
Almost the exact opposite has hap-
pened. From Canada’s decision not to
take part in the Iraq war – the most dra-
matic cross-border difference in for-
eign policy in our history – to distinc-
tive legislative measures on same-sex
marriages and on decriminalization of
marijuana,Canada today is more clear-
ly a society able to shape its own direc-
tions than in decades, if not ever.

Because of these political and cul-
tural consequences of the cross-border
pact, a case could be made that
Reagan influenced Canada’s develop-
ment even more profoundly than did
any other American president.The par-
adox here is that Canadians held
Reagan in low regard. By contrast,
Roosevelt was widely admired and
respected, as were other modern U.S.
leaders such as Dwight Eisenhower
and John F.Kennedy.

Reagan was generally dismissed as
a B movie actor who’d somehow stum-
bled into office. As well, most of his
policies, from belligerence toward the
“evil empire”of the Soviet Union to tax-
cutting, neo-conservative economics,
deeply alarmed and disturbed
Canadians.Reagan’s shining and defin-
ing achievement was to convince
Americans, after Vietnam, after
Watergate, after apparent economic

decline (this was the era of Japan as
Number 1) to again believe in them-
selves. His genial optimism became
the new American style.He convinced
them, to “walk the talk” because that’s
the way he ambled around.

In a curious way, Reagan’s confi-
dence in America seems to have
crossed the border. No doubt it was
only a coincidence in timing –
although it cannot be entirely a coinci-
dence that Roosevelt, the other presi-
dent who most deeply affected
Canadians, made optimism his key
tool for fighting the Depression.
Whatever the reason, the Canada that
followed Reagan is, in a most un-
Canadian way,more confident of itself,

more at ease with
being Canadian, than
this country has been
in a long time.

And there is
another parallel over
the decades.
Roosevelt influenced
Canada in significant
part because the
prime minister of the
time, William Lyon
Mackenzie King, was
his friend and partner.
The same was true for
Reagan and Brian
Mulroney. In fact,
Mulroney paid a high
political price for
being too close to his
counterpart in the
White House:
Canadians never for-
gave him for singing

“When Irish Eyes Are Smiling” with
Reagan at the Quebec city summit.

But because of his relationship
with Mulroney, Reagan, after jousting
earlier with Pierre Trudeau, became a
bit soft on Canada.With all its faults,the
free trade agreement is as favourable
to the smaller partner as any the U.S.
has signed with any country.

Reagan may have had one other
substantial effect upon Canada. Jean
Chrétien governed here for 10 years in
very much the Reagan style, laid-back
and optimistic.This style was his own.
But Chrétien may also have taken note
of how well it went over south of the
border.

There is a last Reagan legacy here.
Like most of the others it was entirely
unintended.

Today, the most significant cross-
border differences are those where
Canadians have consciously made
choices directly opposed to Reagan’s
philosophy, as with the fierce attach-
ment to single-tiered health care.
Conversely, in Washington, George W.
Bush, in everything from foreign policy
unilateralism to deep tax cuts and
deficit budgets, has gone from
Reaganism to Reaganism-plus.

This is why one aspect of the cross-
border relationship can be stated with
certainty: There will be no George W.
Bush legacy in Canada.

RICHARD GWYN

Reagan forever tied to free tradeEMBASSY
DIPLOMACY THIS WEEK

Four foreign service officers stood up to speak at the PAFSO dinner last week. Each had won a award for
their work.The award was decided by the letters of their peers and the decision of a panel of judges.

Their names were Lisa Hefand, Steve Hibbard, Lynn Lawless and Eric Mercier. Four FSOs, four public servants
standing up to talk after dinner.The audience was made up mostly of other foreign service officers.The feeling
in the room  (the NAC Panorama Room) was friendly and collegial.The speakers were talking to people who
understood what they were about. Many of them had worked together in various postings.There was a feeling
of relaxed community. Like a gathering in any small town. Sounds ordinary enough. But it wasn’t ordinary in
any way. It was inspiring.

Does it sound trite to say that these four people had brief stories to tell about their work that made one
proud to be a Canadian? Cliché or not it was true. From Steve Hibbard’s down-to-earth personal commitment to
alleviate suffering and promoting the cause of peace for Palestinians and Israelis, to Lisa Helfand’s advising a
young Bosnian refugee that she “would not interview him until he got rid of his recently acquired prized pos-
session - a semi-automatic machine gun,” the room filled with a very practical kind of idealism.

These people really did have something to celebrate.
- Jim Creskey

They really had 
something to celebrate
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Political advertising has always taken
liberty with the facts,but with every
new election cycle the dishonesty fur-
ther cheapens the political debate

and raises doubts about the character of the can-
didates... the biggest problem in American politics

is not the amount of money that is raised and
spent,but the lack of honest political debate.And
no law can fix that problem.It can be said of this
presidential campaign that never has so much
money been spent to mislead so many voters.
- Philip Gailey in the St.Petersburg Times

Quote of the week
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Ottawa to (left to right): Lynn Lawless, Steve Hibbard, Lisa Helfand and Éric Mercier.
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By Peter Schneider

Last week, Panama’s Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Nivia Rossana Castrellón
Echeverría visited Montreal and Ottawa to

publicize Panama City’s bid to house the
Permanent Secretariat of the Free Trade Area of
the Americas (FTAA).The Secretariat would act
as a home base for delegates and support staff
working out the implementation of hemispher-
ic free trade, and would serve as a magnet for
spin-off services and investment. Nine other
cities are competing to be the host: the
American cities of Atlanta, Chicago, Galveston,
Houston, and Miami; San Juan, Puerto Rico;
Cancun and Puebla in Mexico; and Port of
Spain in Trinidad & Tobago.Each candidate has
been asked to submit a technical proposal
describing how they would meet the require-
ments of hosting the facility. A decision is
expected to be made by November of 2004 on
the site of the Secretariat.

Q: The proposal that was delivered in
Ottawa on June 10 was very detailed.When did
Panama begin to put this bid together?

A: In April, 2001, President Moscoso made
the announcement that Panama would like to
be the permanent home to the Secretariat, dur-
ing the Summit of the Americas in Quebec City.
She founded the Presidential Council for the
Attainment of the Permanent Venue of the
FTAA. The group included five representatives
from the private sector and three government
ministers. It took us eight months, in consulta-
tion with the private sector and with specialists.
We used our experience as site of the tempo-
rary venue of the FTAA from March 1, 2001 to
February 28, 2003 to put the bid together.

Q: One thing that is emphasized in Panama
City’s bid is that the infrastructure,and the facil-
ities to house the Secretariat, are already in
place.Why not build a new headquarters?

A: We understand our role as a facilitator.
We didn’t want the construction of a venue to
be an obstacle.The way we addressed the issue
was that the best way of aiding the Americas

was to offer something that exists, that is con-
crete, and can help the important work of the
FTAA carry on in a seamless way.

Q: Panama is not a member of any region-
al trade agreements, such as NAFTA, and this
is stressed in the proposal. Why is this impor-
tant?

A: I think it’s basic.Neutrality is a core issue
regarding the FTAA, especially as the
Secretariat is going to be in charge of imple-
menting, interpreting, and managing a com-
mercial agreement. When we’re talking about
economics and commercial agreements, we’re
talking about different interests that may be
and will be in conflict.We believe that neutral-
ity is crucial to have a balance. It will require
absolutely objective and neutral mediation,
something that Panama is no stranger to.
Because of the Panama Canal Treaty,we have a
neutrality provision which ensures safe pas-
sage of ships of all countries through the

Canal. So we already have experience in this
area.

Q: Several times, I’ve heard Panama
described as the country that was willing to
divide itself in order to connect the world. Can
you explain how this fits with Panama’s con-
temporary identity?

A: People may not understand how we envi-
sion our role as a country.Our geographical posi-
tion is unique,and  we’ve reinvented ourselves as
the connector of the Americas no less than four
times.First we had a road that was used to bring
the gold and silver of the Americas to Europe;
then this was reinvented with the Inter-Oceanic
Railway, which aided the development of the
West Coast of North America; then the Panama
Canal,which had an enormous impact;and now,
the fourth reinvention has to do with fiber optics.
So we’ve had four versions of the pathway.

A Bid To Connect the Americas
Putting The FTAA Proposal Together: An Interview with 

Panama’s Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Nivia Rossana Castrellón Echeverría
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Diplomatic partners: Panama’s Ambassador to Canada, Marianela Diaz (L), with visiting Deputy
Foreign Minister Nivia Rossana Castrellón Echeverría

PHOTOGRAPH BY JAKE WRIGHT, EMBASSY



June 16 to June 22, 2004EMBASSY6

EMBASSY: What can the government
of Sudan do to remove customs barriers
to the delivery of humanitarian aid?

Mr. El Karim: Our priority is to ensure
the delivery of assistance to the needy. Any
barrier that may obstruct this objective will
be removed. There is a need to increase our
local capacities and we expect some help
from our international humanitarian part-
ners.

5. Plan Ahead. Humanitarian actors must
continue to mobilize and plan for all emer-
gency scenarios for Darfur.Food and non-food
items required to assist some two million peo-
ple are substantial and require detailed prepa-
rations that include not only short-term needs,
but those over the next 12 months.Planning for
such a response must be ongoing, integrated
and forward leaning.

EMBASSY: How will the government
support the presence of humanitarian aid
agencies for the next 12 months?

Mr. El Karim: All concerned ministries
including the Ministry for Humanitarian Affairs
have weekly regular meetings with interna-
tional humanitarian agencies to assess the sit-
uation and to take any necessary procedures
that will improve their performance and
increase their efficiency.

6. Enhance Response Capacity. The IRC is
planning to double its capacity in Chad and
Darfur.We urge other humanitarian agencies to
rapidly deploy their most experienced and
qualified staff to boost capacity in the region,
fulfill unmet needs, support UN field opera-

tions and eventually assist in the safe and vol-
untary return of the uprooted.

EMBASSY: What role can the govern-
ment play in the return of refugees to
their homeland?

Mr. El Karim: The return of the affected
people to their villages is a top priority. It is our
responsibility to make sure that our people get
back to their homes The Sudan Government
is working with the United Nations
Commission for Refugees to ensure the safe
return of all refugees to their normal lives, cur-
rently threatened by the rebel violent military
activities.

7. Provide Logistical Support. Seasonal
rains will exacerbate an already complex
operating environment.Heavy transport trucks
and 4-wheel drive vehicles must be moved in
now to facilitate the delivery of aid. Rail lines
must remain open and available for humani-
tarian use, both from border countries and
within Sudan. Airlift capacity must be consid-
ered. Radios, essential for staff security, and
other communications equipment must be
cleared for use and synchronized among
emergency responders.

EMBASSY:What is the government
plan for rainy season aid assistance?

Mr. El Karim: The population has already
been affected by the delay of the preparations
for the agricultural season.There is need for
equipments, etc. This delay will create an
important gap in the production this year. We
are hoping to receive more local and interna-
tional humanitarian assistance. All means will
be used to endure the delivery of the assis-
tance to the needy, including air lifting to the
affected areas.

8. Comply with and Extend Cease-fire. We
urge the Justice and Equality Movement, the
Sudan Liberation Movement and the
Government of Sudan to extend and comply
fully with the cease-fire agreement of April 8th.
Abiding by the cease-fire agreement will halt
ongoing violence against civilians. Full finan-
cial and political support must also be given to
the African Union to fully establish the cease-
fire commission and deploy protection units
as set forth in the April 8th accord.

EMBASSY: Is the government commit-
ted to maintaining the ceasefire and
extending it to Militia groups?

Mr. El Karim: The Government of the
Sudan is fully committed to the humanitarian
cease-fire.To this effect, it has warmly received
the African Unity monitors in Darfur to make
sure that all parties concerned respect this cru-
cial agreement to humanitarian assistance and
the protection of civilians.

9. Reinforce the Political Process for
Peace. UN Secretary General Kofi Annan’s
offer to assist in the mediation of peace for
Darfur should be embraced by the parties to
the conflict. Together with the African Union,
the Government of Chad and others, Mr.
Annan’s involvement and that of his planned
special envoy offers the best hope for address-
ing the root causes of the unfolding humani-
tarian crisis in Darfur.

EMBASSY: What role does the govern-
ment expect to play with the UN special
envoy?

Mr. El Karim: There is no UN envoy for
Darfur. However, we are co-operating with the
UN and we welcome any assistance that may
help us finding a peaceful settlement to this

totally uncalled-for conflict. We greatly appre-
ciate the visit to Darfur of Senator Mobina
Jaffer, Canada’s Special Envoy to the Sudan
Peace Process and we welcome the observa-
tions and remarks she kindly shared with us
regarding the improvement of the humanitari-
an situation in Darfur.

10. Remember Chad. Although the humani-
tarian response for Sudanese refugees in Chad
has not encountered the same access obsta-
cles as in Darfur, the Chad response has been
hindered by poor funding, logistical con-
straints and security concerns. We should not
isolate the needs of refugees in Chad from the
displaced in Sudan.We urge the international
community to integrate the needs of all
Sudanese refugees and internally displaced
into a regional response.

EMBASSY: What is the next step in
Sudan-Chad relations?

Mr. El Karim: Sudan and Chad are not
only close neighbours, but they are sisterly
countries with great bonds. Our focus will be
on how to strengthen our partnership in
peace, security and development. We need to
multiply our efforts to meet the development
needs of our people.

Finally, it is saddening to see that some
people are threatening to use military force
while they are failing to respond to the UN
appeals for humanitarian assistance.We hope
we will be assisted in overcoming this crisis
as we are ending a long war in the south and
we are planning to take the Sudan with its
huge resources, including oil, to a new dawn
where we can help face the challenges of
security and development regionally and
internationally.

Q&A:Ten Steps to Avoid a Humanitarian Crisis

Editor’s Note: In May, A U.S.-bro-
kered peace accord between the
Sudanese government and the rebel
Sudanese People’s Liberation Army
was signed in the northwestern
Kenyan town of Naivasha. While the
protocol holds some hope for the
South of Sudan much more has to be
resolved before Sudan can enjoy any
degree of peace. Many observers are
calling for the immediate dispatch of
UN peacekeepers and an intense
effort to disarm militias in western
Sudan while assuring the arrival of
aid and medical workers.

The following is a view of Sudan
and the peace accord seen by one of
the country’s “Lost Boys”.

By Phil Kelly

More than ten years ago,an esti-
mated 50,000 young boys fled
into the Sudanese bush and

desert to escape their country’s army.
Many who survived the ordeal eventu-
ally made their way to the United
States and a good number now live in
nearby Syracuse,New York.

John Guarak was one of those
boys. Today he is a 24-year-old mem-
ber of  Syracuse’s Sudanese commu-
nity. He is studying Economics and

Political Science at a  Syracuse com-
munity college and plans to take his
master’s in Albany. But his teenage
years spent fleeing an army bent on
killing or enslaving him have left
their mark. Last month,he organized
a demonstration in downtown
Syracuse, at the office of U.S. Senator
Hillary Clinton, to raise the Sudanese
refugee community’s alarm about
what is continuing to go on in their
home country.

“I left home when I was eight
years old,” says Mr. Guarak.“I was one
of the fifty thousand young boys who
fled the Khartoum army. They were
seeking to impose sharia on every-
one in the country. We had three
options, give up Christianity (the reli-
gion of the South) and become
Muslim soldiers,be taken into slavery,
or flee.We fled.”

“Many of the boys ran to Ethiopia,
and were driven out when Eritrea
became independent. I along with
ten thousand other boys fled to
Uganda. Of the ten thousand who
fled,less then three thousand made it
there alive.Many of the six,seven,and
eight-year-olds became so lonesome
for their mothers and fathers, food,

and their own blanket, that they just
gave up and died.”

“We spent years in the Kakoma
refugee camp set up by UNHCR,
(United States High Commission for
Refugees), and in December 2000,
16,000 of us came to the United
States; 96 of us to Syracuse.”

John Guarak talked to me the day
that the latest peace accord was
announced. He has little faith in the
peace accord’s ability to hold, and he
believes that nothing short of a United
Nations Peacekeeping force will stop
the fighting.

“I was talking to somebody yester-
day and 170 people were killed in a
church last night,” he said. “All the
fighting in Darfur has brought a terri-
ble truth to the Moslem Blacks. The
Arabic, Muslim government of
Khartoum has a specific goal, to eth-
nically cleanse Black people out of
the whole country.”

Mr. Guarak intends to return to
southern Sudan after he finishes
school in New York.

Phil Kelly is the former editor of
Toronto’s Companion magazine and
is a Franciscan Friar who heads the
Assisi Centre in Syracuse,New York.

A Sudanese Lost Boy Has Doubts About the Peace Accord

Continued from Page 3

John Guarak: “We spent years in the Kakoma refugee camp.”
PHOTOGRAPH BY PHIL KELLY, EMBASSY



It is not often that a career diplomat is posted
to a mission more than once in his career,but
that is just such the case for U Aye, the new

ambassador at the embassy of the Union of
Myanmar, who arrived in late April and officially
assumed his duties on May 27, 2004. Mr. Aye first
came to Ottawa in 1969 for his inaugural diplo-
matic posting abroad. At the age of 26, he was
appointed as Third Secretary to Myanmar’s
embassy in Canada, which at that time was situ-
ated in the Royal Trust building on Sparks Street.
Not only was this Mr. Aye’s first diplomatic
appointment,but it was also one of his first work-
ing experiences, as he had recently graduated
with a bachelor of arts from Yangon University in
Myanmar. He had been working in the Myanmar
Foreign Service for just over a year as Deputy
Assistant Director when he was first sent over-
seas to represent his country. In Ottawa, Mr. Aye
clearly distinguished himself at the embassy, for
he was promoted twice during his term: first to
Second Secretary, and then to Chargé d’Affaires.
After 6 years in Canada’s capital,Mr.Aye was sent
on a posting to Sri Lanka and then to the
Americas. He served in various capacities at the
embassies of Myanmar in Colombo and New
York between 1975 and 1991. He has also taken
part in numerous international goodwill visits
and trade and development conferences on his
country’s behalf. During the early 1990s, Mr. Aye
returned to his homeland and worked for the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He served in the
Political department as Deputy Director-General
for a year, and was then promoted to full
Director-General in 1992.After only a year in that
position, Mr. Aye was appointed as Myanmar’s
ambassador to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.
He remained there from 1993 until 1994.The next
five years saw Mr.Aye working in Switzerland on
his first European posting. He maintained the
role of Ambassador but was also his homeland’s
permanent representative to the United Nations
and to other international organizations in
Geneva. In 1999 an ambassadorship in Australia
beckoned, and Mr.Aye filled that role until 2003,
concurrently serving as Myanmar’s ambassador
to New Zealand beginning in 2000. For his latest
posting, the seasoned diplomat once again finds
himself in Ottawa.

Like Mr. Aye, one of the new Canadian diplo-
matic appointees is returning to an embassy

where he has previously served. On May 21,
Hector Cowan was appointed as chief of
Canada’s embassy in Moscow, Russia. Mr. Cowan
has already served there twice during his career
with Employment and Immigration Canada
(EIC). He joined EIC three years after receiving
his English degree at Trent University in
Peterborough, Ontario, and continued working
there while he completed his Master’s degree in
Comparative Canadian Literature at the
University of Sherbrooke in Quebec (1979).
Aside from Moscow,Mr.Cowan has also served in
Buenos Aires, New Delhi, Paris, Port-au-Prince,
Geneva  and Singapore. During his periods back
home in Canada,Mr.Cowan has worked  on mat-
ters related to refugees.He has served as Chief of
Refugee Policy and as Director of Refugee Affairs
at EIC. Eventually Mr. Cowan joined the
Department of Foreign Affairs and International
Trade, and became Director of the Refugee and
International Migration division. In 2001, he was
appointed as Canada’s Ambassador to
Kazakhstan,so Mr.Cowan’s move to Moscow will
be relatively short.

The warm weather that has finally come to
Ottawa will hopefully not be in short supply
where Donald Smith is headed. Mr. Smith has
been appointed as Canada’s Ambassador to the
Holy See, otherwise known as the Vatican. The
world’s smallest independent state – measuring
approximately one square mile in the middle of
Rome, Italy – is the seat of the Pope, the head of
the Roman Catholic church. Mr. Smith studied
arts and law at the University of Alberta and
joined the Department of Foreign Affairs in
1969, working mainly on legal matters. He
gained diplomatic experience at many of
Canada’s overseas missions, including Cairo,
Dublin and London. In 1991 Mr. Smith became
Director of the Legal Advisory Division and
worked there until 1997 when he was assigned
as ambassador to Croatia. He returned to
Ottawa in 2000 to become Special Coordinator
for Reconstruction of the Balkans. Until his
appointment to the Holy See, Mr. Smith directed
the Southeast Europe Division of Foreign
Affairs.

Each week, “Diplomatic Circles” features
arrivals and departures in Ottawa’s diplomatic
community. Submissions are welcome. Please
email us at news@embassymag.ca 

DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES
By Christina Leadlay
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His Excellency U Aye, Ambassador of Myanmar, began his diplomatic career in Canada’s capital 35
years ago. He’s back in Ottawa for a second posting, this time as head of his country’s mission.
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Q: The proposal allows for dependents of
FTAA delegates to work while in Panama, and
provides for ease of movement for key support
staff such as translators and interpreters. Can
you tell me about the conversations that led to
such fine detail being included in the propos-
al? 

A: Having the responsibility of hosting the
temporary venue gave us a clear idea of the
needs of different constituencies.We found out
that the secretariat was one stakeholder, and
that the personnel of the secretariat were other
stakeholders. When you focus on these fine
points, you can enhance the performance of
the different actors, and improve their quality
of life.Being with family members,that’s a basic
human need. As a diplomat, I can tell you that
sometimes we are condemned to a very soli-
tary life because you cannot have your family
with you,because they cannot undertake renu-
merated activities wherever you go. I studied
international economic law 17 years ago,when
it was not fashionable,and I have been thinking
about these things for a long time.

Q: As a lawyer and economist, how do you
think your private sector experience has aided
the proposal?

A: I’ve worked in 14 countries in Latin
America. We have to build confidence, and
commit ourselves to the compromise of the
FTAA. It will be a vision that we construct
together. Having been able to work in the pri-
vate sector, having been a direct foreign
investor in many countries, allows you know
what’s going on. Also, I studied economics
because I believe that integration can be a
tool for prosperity, and give our people
access to social and economic mobility. I’m
non-partisan, but when the President told me
she wanted me to be part of the project, I
immediately said yes. I was previously
involved with the temporary venue,and I saw
things that worked and things that could be
enhanced.

Q: Panama City will be home to a major
new institution in 2006, the Frank Gehry-
designed Museum of Biodiversity. Can you tell
us a little more?

A: It is a jewel. Panama is a centre of biodi-
versity.We have more bird species than Canada
and the United States combined. It’s the only
place on the continent where you can see
species from the South and the North at the
same time– it’s a point of convergence. 27 per
cent of our territory is protected,and our most
precious resource is water.We have more fresh

water per capita than any other country in the
world.

Q: What will you be doing from now until a
decision is made on the Secretariat’s location?

A: We’re going to go on making our pro-
posal known. Not just to political actors, but to
social groups.What I’ve found as I’ve traveled is
that parliaments and legislatures sometimes
do not have a clear idea of what the FTAA is all
about, and the responsibilities we’re assuming
as countries. We may not have the political
clout that some competing cities have, but
we’ll go on promoting the bid until November.
This decision will be made in Brazil at the
FTAA meeting, after the US elections, and will
be made at the ministerial level. It has to be by
consensus, and we believe Panama offers the
best chance of achieving consensus.

Q: The Panama city bid doesn’t mention
what Panama hopes to gain from hosting the
Secretariat.Why make a bid?

A: We don’t talk about the benefits to
Panama in our proposal. We concentrate on
what we have to offer to the region and to
the hemisphere. Of course, there would be
benefits, a cluster effect that would attract
investment and keep our infrastructure state-

of-the-art.What we’ve envisioned is along the
model of Brussels.We have been making our
case.

One of the best things that Panama has is
tolerance.This is a multi-racial, multi-religious,
multi-lingual society.Matters of gender are irrel-
evant.We have the capacity to receive people
from all over the world and make them feel
comfortable.

Q:You refer frequently to the importance of
bringing up the level of prosperity,and creating
greater equalization.Why?

A: There is no point in any of what we are
doing if that is not possible. I am a firm
believer that if we cannot achieve that, we
are destroying the capacity for development
on our continent, and with it, the capability
to maintain and to sustain democracies. We
have to give people opportunities. We have
to give people hope, and that’s why I make
such a point of economic balance. With a
balance, you can have hope. Without a bal-
ance you have ‘haves’ and ‘have-nots,’ and we
cannot go on forever in this vicious circle of
poor and poorer people, and of rich and
richer people. You have to find ways and
means to change the distribution of wealth
on this continent, and I think that is some-
thing basic.

Hoping for Consensus
A decision won’t be made until November’s FTAA Ministerial Meeting

What’s the best place or event to visit in your home country this summer?
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Where in Canada would you like to visit this summer?
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
Title: ______________________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
Tel: _______________________________________________________________________________
E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________________

In the June 30th issue we wil l  announce the winner of the 2 t ickets to New York City and highl ight your suggest ions for travel plans.

Top Spots in International Travel! 
The Best Canadian Vacation Plans!

Just fill out the form above and mail, fax or email it to:
Embassy, 69 Sparks, Ottawa ON K1P 5A5, Fax: 613-232-9055, Email: letters@embassymag.ca

You could win
which spot
in Canada
you would like to visit

Tell us all about 
the best places to visit 

in your country this summer&
free return airfare 
(Montreal – New York City) 
for two see embassymag.ca for details

EMBASSY
DIPLOMACY THIS WEEK

summer travel special

Continued from Page 5
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By Peter Schneider

T
he women of
O t t a w a ’ s
d i p l o m a t i c
c o m mu n i t y

are working together on a
major charitable event

scheduled to take
place January 29,

2005. The
D i p l o m a t i c

Folkloric Fashion
and Dance Show is
being organized
by a committee
whose member-
ship is not restrict-
ed to ambassa-
dors’ wives. This is
the first charitable
event in Ottawa to
be planned by

diplomatic spouses
of all ranks.

“ So far, we have 40
countries participating
in the show,” organizer
Marie Versmessen says.
“We have room for a
maximum of 45 partici-
pants in the fashion

show, and will have dance per-
formances from a few groups.
Kenyan and Egyptian dancers
are already on the pro-
gramme.” The format of the
show will allow for two hours
of folkloric costume and
dance, presented by nations of
the world in an A-Z global
tour, followed by a public
reception and feast, with
tempting cuisine prepared
and donated by the talented
chefs of Ottawa’s embassies
and high commissions. Tom
McSorley, executive director of
the Canadian Film Institute,
has agreed to serve as the
evening’s bilingual master of
ceremonies.

“When you start to plan an
event like this, you have to
decide upon a charity,” Mrs.
Versmessen says. “The diplo-
matic community can’t organ-
ize an event and not give to
charity – we discussed it for a
long time, and had a number
of criteria.We wanted the char-
ity to have something to do
with education, with women’s

welfare, and we wanted it to
be a local organization,
because we are all here in
Ottawa.”

Fellow organizer Christine
Bassier-Penot adds,“We met
with people in the community
and told them about our proj-
ect. We were told about the
wonderful work being done
by this school in Vanier, where
young, single mothers
between the ages of 14 and 21
can attend secondary school
and have child care provided
on site.The care facilities con-
form to all Ontario standards
for accredited daycare, and
the young women can com-
plete their secondary educa-
tion. It’s a perfect fit for what
we wanted to offer the com-
munity.”

The organizers are now
concentrating on advance pub-
licity and attracting sponsor-
ship to promote the event.“We
decided to use the facilities at
the National Library to save
money, rather than rent a hotel
ballroom,” Mrs. Versmessen

says.“We’ll be selling tickets in
October, for $50 per person.
There are 400 seats in the audi-
torium, and we want to see the
full amount from ticket sales
going to the charity.”

The organizing committee
is eager to hear from potential
media sponsors and partners
who can assist with promoting
the January fashion show. Mrs.
Bassier-Penot says,“we’d like to
have a patron, preferably a
lady from the Canadian politi-
cal field, and we know that
publicity costs money.” She
says,“We want this event to be
a boost to the diplomatic com-
munity in Ottawa. The spouses
are connected already; we can
get together and do something
good for our community while
we are here.”

Potential sponsors are
encouraged to contact either
Mrs. Marie Versmessen, at 749-
6276 or by e-mail at bert-
marie@sympatico.ca, or Mrs.
Christine Bassier-Penot, 746-
4296 or by e-mail at chris-
tine_bassier@hotmail.com 

Dressed To Care
Members of the diplomatic community  are preparing a charitable

event to aid single mothers in school

EMBASSY

Among the participating countries are Angola (above), Korea (left), and the Netherlands (centre). Organizing commitee members (L-R): Mrs. Marie Versmessen (Belgium); Mrs. Teresa Puna (Angola); Mrs.
Christine Bassier-Penot (France).
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Eric Mercier received a PAFSO award for
his exceptional work in pre- and post-Saddam
Hussein Iraq.When he is at work in Iraq and
Jordan he is fluent in Arabic.Excerpts from his
acceptance speech are printed here as they
were given in French and English.

Eric Mercier
Baghdad today evokes a flurry of hard

images, many of them immensely sad.These
images slowly bury that of the tense desper-
ation and apathy that pervaded the city
before the war. Back then, the city was safe.
But then, often near midnight, after a day of
ritualistic meetings with regime officials, the
bell would ring with people stiff with fear
asking for the renewal of an old Canadian
passport, or at least in one instance, diplo-
matic protection from the moukhâbarât and
a ride out of the country.

Quelques mois plus tard, le quartier pro-
tégé du parti Ba‘ath était devenu la Zone
verte.

Ayant raccompagné un contact irakien à
sa voiture au soir d’une rencontre plutôt
instructive, je revenais vers le checkpoint
juste à l’orée de la Zone. Je n’y voyais pas
grand chose et j’essayais d’éviter les bar-
belés-rasoir lorsque les marines m’ont crié «
Drop the f_ case on the ground! ». J’ai alors
remarqué la petite lumière rouge qui dansait
sur ma poitrine.

Cela sort un peu des conditions normales
du travail d’un diplomate, que je me suis dit,
et pas tout à fait ce à quoi je pensais lors de
mon premier jour au ministère, lorsque j’ai
dit à mon agente d’affectation que je
souhaitais apprendre l’arabe.

Last September, hitching a ride to the
Palace, I arrived into what seemed right out
of 20th century History books, full with the
improvisation of a busy occupation rule,with
Nepalese Gurkhas all around the com-
pound, Pakistani cooks, crisscrossing
humvees and trucks and SUVs,and long files
of indigenous Shi‘a working hands escorted
in and out of the grounds,at dusk and dawn.

And very few diplomats. Working in the
first few weeks with young upstarts from the
White House and the Pentagon required
some adjusting. Une anecdote ‘péridiploma-
tique’ illustre ce que le travail avec nos amis
a pu être, à plus d’un titre. Je rencontrai un
jour un membre de l’équipe de la gouver-
nance, sur un projet de justice transition-
nelle. Après son explication, je lui demande
s’il n’aurait pas par hasard, off the shelf, un

texte sur la genèse du projet. Il me répond
tout sec «No, I don’t do texts: you take notes».
J’avais affaire à un brillant jeune avocat,mais

son habit de civil était
en fait un déguise-
ment.Si vous vous sou-
venez de Tom Cruise
dans «A Few Good
Men», vous voyez
exactement à qui
j’avais affaire. Il aura
suffi d’un commen-
taire laissé auprès d’un
ami australien, com-

mentaire qui fit rapidement le tour de la
boucle, pour que Tom Cruise ressurgisse
dans notre bureau quelques jours après, les
bras chargés de documents, tout disposé à
m’entretenir de son projet.

We shared many of these bizarre anec-
dotes. At times, my friend Masamori would
have to call me to escort his visiting delega-
tions from Tokyo past the gate into the
Palace,because somehow for the US guards,
Canada was in the Coalition but Japan was
not. Go figure. Masamori would brush away
the embarrassment with biting humour and
much laughter.

A week later, our Japanese friends had
been shot dead in their lightly armoured
van.

Dans un contexte tel que celui-là, vous
comprendrez que j’étais plutôt assuré
lorsqu’il s’agissait de défendre la position
adoptée par le Canada. D’une part, il s’agis-
sait d’une position moralement solide, et
puis elle exprimait un pragmatisme fort utile
à nos amis des deux côtés de l’équation.

Il est peut-être intéressant de souligner
que pour un pays qui n’a pas pris de haut-
parleurs pour exprimer sa position, il est
remarquable que dans la région, tant en
Jordanie qu’en Irak, tous mes interlocuteurs,
tant les contacts politiques que les chauf-
feurs de taxi, eussent su très précisément ce
que le Canada avait décidé et fait. Nous
avons récupéré un profil très distinct et on
remarquera que de là, nous pouvons
assumer un rôle plus efficace pour l’ensem-
ble de nos partenaires, autant pour nos
voisins que pour le Proche-Orient.

Certains de mes collègues savent qu’a-
vant de joindre le service extérieur, je travail-
lais comme musicien. Well, I feel I left one
kind of orchestra to join a much bigger one.
I may have improvised a bit,but this was def-
initely not solo work.

Lisa Helfand received a PAFSO award for
her work in a number of international hotspots
from Belgrade to Baghdad. She is the Deputy
Director, trans-Atlantic (NATO/OSCE) Section
in the Defence and Security Relations Division.

Lisa Helfand
When asked why I joined the Foreign

Service, I usually reply that it was because I
wanted to escape from Don Mills. What I
really mean when I make this flippant com-
ment is that I was looking for a career that
would allow me to be of service,and to have
some interesting and unusual experiences.

In reviewing my career while writing this
speech I started to make a mental list of my
more out-of-the-ordinary experiences in the
foreign service:

Flying into Beijing in the summer of 1990,
after the events in Tianamen – when anyone
with any choice in the matter was doing

their best get out of China.
Sitting in a freezing office in Karlovac,

Croatia in 1992 and
advising a  young
Bosnian refugee that I
would not interview
him until he got rid of
his recently acquired
prized possession – a
s e m i - a u t o m a t i c
machine gun.

Getting mugged in
Havana during negotia-

tions on insurance assets.
Shaking Slobodan Milosevic’s hand.
Listening to the windows of the

embassy’s brand new armoured Suburban
shatter around me,as they were hit by stones
thrown by a mob of angry Pristina residents
who had wanted to use the vehicle as a bar-
rier against advancing Serbian militia.

Sitting on my couch in Belgrade, watching
CNN’s latest report on the deteriorating situa-
tion in the Balkans, realising that the backdrop
looked rather familiar and looking out my win-
dow to see Brent Sadler reporting live from the
patio below.

Attending a NATO rodeo (yes, a NATO
rodeo) and not fleeing in panic when  Donald
Rumsfeld summoned me to his side to have
our picture taken.

There are a number of conclusions that can
be drawn from reviewing this partial list. The
first is that I have been successful in achieving
my goal of having a career filled with interest-
ing experiences. I don’t think any of these
would have happened to me if I stayed in Don

Mills.The second is that  you should probably
think twice before taking a posting with me.

The last point is the most important – my
list is pretty typical one for a foreign service
officer. Most of the people who will be on this
podium tonight,and,in fact,most of the people
in this room could come up with a similar, or
better (or worse) record.

These are the people at post who can be
relied upon when the coup takes place,the hur-
ricane hits,or things just go from bad to worse.
There is real value to Canada in having such a
group with the background and experience
that allow them perform effectively in difficult
situations around the world.Events like the one
here tonight help us get out this message.


