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Tanzania’s prime minister says Canada’s small development budget for
his country could be made up with trade, and the government needs to

take action to regulate Canadian mining firms abroad. See story, page 4

The Dog

Woke Up

By Gwynne Dyer

ichael Ignatieff
strode back into
Canada bearing
gilt-edged promis-
es that he had kept a close watch
on our political evolution during
his decades on foreign soil, and
that he would be appropriately
sensitive to our sociopolitical
nuances. He then, by stating a
position on Quebec as a nation,
proceeded to break our single
most important political taboo.
It is as if a papal candidate had
suddenly barged into a Catholic
church and set the altar ablaze.”
So ran the lead editorial of
one of Canada’s two national
newspapers, the National Post,
on the day after the blaze spread
to the roof. When Michael
Ignatieff, a candidate for the
leadership of the Liberal Party
and therefore potentially a future
prime minister, declared last
June that he saw the mainly
French-speaking province of
Quebec as “a nation” within
Canada, and was open to new
negotiations to enshrine that
concept in the constitution, he
re-opened the wound that never
really heals, and condemned the

Continued on Page 6

Little Hope For
More Troops

The deep differences between the original NATO
mission and the U.S.-instigated combat role in
Afghanistan make Canada’s plea for more combat

troops a hard sell in NATO.

By Lee Berthiaume

rime Minister Stephen
Harper was expected
to reiterate Canada’s
call for more NATO
countries to take on combat
roles in Afghanistan in talks
with the alliance’s members

yesterday in Riga, Latvia.

The request, to be
echoed by the Dutch, U.S,
and NATO commanders, to
NATO members for more
troops and a more active role
in  Afghanistan—including
deployment into combat—has

Continued on Page 11
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Foreign Tourists
Avoid Canada

Over the past five years, the number of U.S.
tourists to Canada has dropped, and those in the
hospitality industry say the high dollar and GST
rebate cut are in part to blame.

By Brian Adeba

or 11 years, Glen
Shackleton has
been operating a
company that offers
guided tours of histori-
cal and haunted sites in
Ottawa and Kingston. Five
years ago, he started notic-

ing that American tour-
ists—who comprise the
largest number of foreign-
ers seeking his company’s
services—were no longer
coming in large numbers
as they used to.

Mr. Shackleton then
realized that to maintain

Continued on Page 10
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The Counter Offensive
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he Conservatives don’t seem to like

anyone questioning their decisions

or offering alternate views when it

comes to defence matters. Everyone
is just supposed to accept that they know
best about all things military and bow to
their superior wisdom.

The favoured tactic is to dismiss such
critics as anti-military or naive ignorami.

They don’t always get away with it. For
example, at last week’s Standing Committee
on Foreign Affairs, CARE Canada president
John Watson was speaking following a trip
to Afghanistan. He ventured the opinion that
while the Canadian military is the best in the
Western Hemisphere, it isn't equipped or
prepared to fight a counter-insurgency war.

On cue, Tory member Peter Van Loan
pounced and demanded to know if Watson
had any military experience.

Actually, yes, he had, Mr. Watson replied.
Not knowing when to quit, Mr. Van Loan
continued his offensive, demanding to know
when he served and what rank he attained.
Mr. Watson replied that he was a corporal in
the 1960s

Mr. Van Loan—an academic whose biog-
raphy offers no hint that he has had any
military service—finally decided to switch
his line of questioning, but too late to avoid
looking foolish.

No Laughing Please,We’re

Government—But Porn is Okay

My Hill contacts were stunned last week
to suddenly discover that Internet access
to YouTube, where folks post funny videos
for free, had been blocked, as had its French
equivalent, Téte-a-claques.

One source, who shall remain nameless,
did a quick Google search to find some porn
sites and then tried to access them and lo
and behold, no problem—access granted!

Then it was back to trying YouTube.
Sure enough up came the message: “Access
denied by security policy. The parliamentary
network security policy prevents this site
from being accessed.”

There is some debate as to whether the
access is being denied to stop people post-
ing clips or to stop them wasting work time
going through the site. Judging from the
reaction | received after the above sites were
blocked, a lot of people were using them as a
means of breaking the tedium at work.

Perhaps the porn sites weren’t blocked
because the powers that be figure staff know
their work computers are monitored and
that they risk being reprimanded or even
fired for going to porn sites.

Now, presumably, employees also know
that using the Parliamentary Internet service
to try to get a humour fix is also potentially
career limiting.

And we all now have positive proof that
our government can’t take a joke.

Legally Blonde—No, Make That

Brunette

Liberal MP Belinda Stronach again made
headlines—so to speak—Iast week. This time
it was for suddenly appearing with her trade-
mark blond hair dyed brown.

According the London Free Press, Ms.
Stronach stopped traffic and attracted car
horn honks when she campaigned for Liberal
Glen Pearson in the London-North-Centre
by-election last week.

According to the paper, the “controver-
sial millionaire heiress to an auto-parts for-
tune—sporting not her usual blond hair, but
a new brunette look—stole the show.”

The Globe and Mail was more, er, cut-
ting—running a photo of Ms. Stronach with
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Tory MP Peter Van Loan (above) gave CARE Canada
president John Watson a hard time at committee last
week. On Monday, Mr. Van Loan was promoted to
Cabinet, taking over Michael Chong'’s former portfo-
lios of Intergovernmental Affairs and Sport.

a simple caption stating that the “formerly
blonde” MP was campaigning on the London
by-election. The by-election was made nec-
essary by long-time Liberal incumbent Joe
Fontana’s departure for what proved to be
an unsuccessful bid for the major’s job in the
Nov. 13 municipal election.

At least the obsession with the political
hair-dos is not partisan—a few days before
it was the Greens and Liberal MPs who
were taunting the beautifully coiffed Tory
Environment Minister Rona Ambrose, sug-
gesting she spends more time on her hair
than on her work.

And for all those who think this is anoth-
er example of sexism at work—not true.
When it comes to hair jobs, male MPs get
just as hard a time as their female coun-
terparts. For a while then-Reform leader
Preston Manning got more attention for his
hair than anything else.

Maybe there was something to that old
advertising slogan: “Get Ahead, Get a Hat.”

Nappy Rash?

In this column we like to cover all the
issues from top to bottom, as it were. So
moving on from hair-dos, let’s talk about
diapers.

In a move that can perhaps be seen as yet
another sign that Canada’s aging population
is creating new consumer demands and mar-
ket pressures, some of our manufacturers
are in a trade war with the French over the
dumping of diapers. Dumping, by the way, is
the official term for the flooding of a market
with deliberately under-priced product—not
my attempt at a tasteless play on words.

The intro from the official announce-
ment last week read as follows:

“The Canadian International Trade
Tribunal today initiated a preliminary inqui-
ry into a complaint by SCA North America-
Canada that dumped imports of disposable
adult incontinence briefs from France have
injured Canadian producers. The Tribunal’s
inquiry is required by law as a result of the
initiation of a dumping investigation by the
Canada Border Services Agency.”

Clearly, a lot of people are really pissed
off about this. Okay, no more bad jokes. | am
sure that | have given you all the informa-
tion you need on this story to come up with
plenty of your own.

Sean Durkan is a political commenta-
tor and communications consultant and is
retained by Association House as vice presi-
dent, media.

sdurkan@associationhouse.com
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Talking Points

Canada Wins GMO Ruling
Canada hailed
a WTO ruling last
week on the EU’s
moratorium on
genetically modified
organism exports
as a timely victory.
“This ruling is a big
win for the Canadian
agriculture industry,
and in particular the
biotechnology sec-
tor,” said Agriculture
Minister Chuck Strahl (above). The WTO
panel agreed that the EU ban on Canada’s
biotechnology products from June 1999 to
August 2003 was unjustified. The EU will
not appeal the ruling.

At War’s End Awarded

University of Ottawa professor Roland
Paris has won the 2007 Grawemeyer Award
for Ideas Improving World Order for his
2004 book At War’s End: Building Peace After
Civil Conflict. The University of Louisville’s
Grawemeyer Foundation presents the
$200,000 (US) award annually for ideas
improving world order.

Eyes on Emerging Economies
Top researchers, business leaders and
diplomats last Friday discussed Canada’s
possible strategies in the face of the emerg-
ing economies during the Emerging Dynamic
Global Economies (EDGE) conference at
the University of Ottawa. “Canada is not
a trading nation... it is a large supplier of
the U.S. market,” said George Haynal, vice
president of public policy at Bombardier
Inc. Some participants suggested Canada
should take advantage of opportunities pro-
vided by new markets such as China, India
and Brazil.

Passports Required

Everyone entering the United States by
air after Jan. 23, 2007 is required to have a
passport, according to a U.S. government
rule under the Western Hemisphere Travel
Initiative. Foreign Minister Peter MacKay
said in a statement that Passport Canada
would be able to meet the increased
demand for passports. Canadians can con-
tinue to use birth certificates and drivers’
licenses to cross the Canada-U.S. border by
land and sea for at least another year.

China Approves Foreign Banks

Foreign banks will be able to operate in
China starting Dec. 11, according to the Asia
Pacific Foundation last week. When China
joined the World Trade Organization on Dec.
11, 2001, it promised to open its banking
sector after a five-year transition. Foreign
banks will be allowed to conduct local cur-
rency business—called renminbi—under
some restrictions.

Iran Out of FIFA

The international soccer association
FIFA last week suspended Iran from all
international football activity because of
government interference in running the
game in that country. The Iranian news
agency said Iran does not accept the ban
and described it as “totally illegitimate.”
In August, FIFA gave Iran a deadline of
Nov.15 to reinstate former football chief
Mohammad Dadkan and to comply with
FIFA statutes, but Iran failed to meet the
deadline.

New Interparliamentary Group

Liberal MP Yasmin Ratansi welcomed
senators, MPs and the Ambassador of
Azerbaijan Farid Gurbanov to Parliament
Hill last week to celebrate the new Canada-
Azerbaijan Interparliamentary Group, which
will help strengthen bilateral and trade links
between the countries.

Passage To Canada

Migrants from India will soon outpace
Chinese immigrants to Canada, according to
the Times of India. Citing records from embas-
sies, the newspaper said the influx of Indian
immigrants not only represents a demograph-
ic shift, but also it will have an impact on
Canada’s political and economic future. Indian
immigrants, the newspaper said, are more
politicized than their Chinese counterparts
and are more likely to participate in politics.

Canada-South Africa Pact
Canada and South Africa have signed an
agreement that will boost service delivery,
curb the spread of AIDS and strengthen
rural development. The agreement was
signed ahead of Governor General Michaélle
Jean'’s visit to South Africa next month.

Harper To Mexico

Prime Minister Stephen Harper (right)
will attend the swearing-in ceremony of
Mexican president-elect Felipe Calderon
(left) on Dec. 1. Mr. Calderon visited Ottawa
earlier this month.

United Against Canada

Last week, Cuba joined four other
countries at the UN to support calls by
Iran to censure Canada for its treatment
of aboriginal Canadians and immigrants.
China, Thailand, Singapore, Barbados,
Costa Rica, and South Africa abstained
from the vote. However, Australia and New
Zealand voted for Canada. The vote was a
human rights resolution, which was meant
to “name-and-shame.”

Three Appointments

C.T (Tung) Chan, CEO of Vancouver-
based immigration agency S.U.C.C.E.S.S,
was appointed Monday to the Asia Pacific
Foundation of Canada’s board of directors
by Foreign Affairs Minister Peter MacKay.
Mr. MacKay also announced last week the
reappointment of Mary Coyle and the
appointment of Xue Lan to the board of
governors of the International Development
Research Centre. Ms. Coyle is vice-president
and director of the Coady International
Institute at St. Francis Xavier University,
while Dr. Xue is a professor at Beijing’s
Tsinghua University.

Will Castro Show Up?

As Cuba prepared to celebrate Fidel
Castro’s 80th birthday yesterday—his actual
birthday was in August—troops practiced
drills in the Revolution Square in Havana
and diplomats and other foreign dignitar-
ies arrived for the celebration with one
question on their minds: Will he show up?
The ailing revolutionary has not been seen
in public since he was taken ill in July.
Analysts say if he shows up, it will be a
major victory over Mr. Castro’s enemies.

Make sure you’ve got all the current names and addresses
for your Christmas cards and party invitations.
Visit “Embassy Contacts’ at www.embassymag.ca.
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French Ambassador Daniel Jouanneau

Turkey’s Large,
Rural Population
Affecting EU Bid,
Says Jouanneau

By Huixia Sun

ull membership for Turkey into the

European Union is currently unreal-

istic due to its big population, rural

economy and Islam, said French
Ambassador Daniel Jouanneau during
last week’s Ambassador’s Roundtable at
Carleton University.

In response to a question on Turkey’s
EU bid, Mr. Jouanneau said the country’s
relatively large population would make
other current members feel “unpleasant.”

“If Turkey becomes a member of the
club, it will be the most important member,
more populous than Germany” said Mr.
Jouanneau. “When you are number one,
like Germany, it is not pleasant to become
number two. When you are number two,
like us, France, 62 million people, it is not
pleasant to become number three.” He
added that the population concern is “psy-
chological and it is never said.”

On the second difficulty, Mr. Jouanneau
said Turkey is largely a traditional, rural
economy and its membership would mean
billions of euros in subsidies from the
EU’s budget.

“When you integrate a new member,
you have to show solidarity for the mem-
ber and help it,” he said. “You must not
underestimate this part of the difficulty.”

Mr. Jouanneau also said some
Europeans perceive Turkey, a Muslim
country, as a danger to Europe, though he
personally disagreed.

“People in France are divided. Many
are against the Turkey membership while
others are in favour,” he said, adding
that there was a similar sentiment in
Germany.

“l belong to those in favour because
it is in our interest to bring in Turkish
Islam, which is a reasonable one,” Mr.
Jouanneau. He pointed out it was a big
mistake for Turkey not to establish a
normal relationship with Cyprus. On the
prospect of Turkey’s admission to the EU,
Mr. Jouanneau said he believed there was
always hope in spite of the difficulties.

editor@embassymag.ca

Scrap Safe Third Country Pact: Clerics

Two Catholic archbishops want
Canada to withdraw from an asylum
agreement with the U.S,, saying it shuts
the door on bona fide refugee claims.

By Brian Adeba

wo Catholic archbishops have called

on the government to withdraw from
the Safe Third Country agreement with the
United States, saying it places asylum seek-
ers at risk and violates Canada’s international
obligations on the status of refugees.

Speaking before the parliamentary Standing
Committee on Immigration yesterday, archbish-
ops Roger Ebacher of Gatineau and Brendon
O’Brien of St. John’s, Nfld., also urged reforms
to Canada’s immigration laws to ensure that
refugees, migrant workers and immigrants are
treated with dignity.

The Safe Third Country agreement, which
came into effect two years ago, requires asy-
lum seekers to seek refugee status in the first
country they set foot in. In his presentation,
Archbishop O’Brien said recent developments
in anti-terrorism legislation in the U.S. deny
genuine refugees the right to seek asylum.

“When Canada shuts the door on people
who might have bona fide refugee claims, we
become complicit in a bureaucratized evil that
is correctly denounced by a growing inter-reli-
gious consensus in the United States,” he said.

“We think it is giving our responsibilities over
to another country, to the United States basical-
ly, and we need to make sure that justice is being
carried out in these cases,” said the archbishop
in an interview after his presentation.

Archbishop O’Brien raised concerns about
the U.S. Military Commissions Act, passed in
October, which allows for the prosecution of
suspected terrorists in military tribunals. He
said a provision in the Act known as “material

PHOTOGRAPH BY BRIAN ADEBA, EMBASSY
Archbishops Roger Ebaucher of Gatineau and Brendon
O’Brien of St. John’s, Nfld. want Canada to withdraw
from the Safe Third Country agreement.

support of terrorism” can be used to return flee-
ing refugees to the hands of their oppressors.

While Archbishop Ebacher said he rec-
ognized the good elements of the Canadian
immigration system, he also denounced the
recent deportation of a former Rwandan dip-
lomat who applied for asylum in Canada.

Citizenship and
deported Jean-Bosco Rwiyamirira on Oct. 3
on suspicion that he was complicit in war
crimes because of his former role as a lieu-
tenant in the Rwandan army.

“Today my diocese has lost direct contact
with Rwiyamirira,” said Archbishop Ebacher.
“We know he is imprisoned in Kigali on the
charge of desertion.”

Mr. Rwiyamirira was deported with his two
children, Angel, 14, and Patrick, 10. Archbishop
Ebacher said the children are now living with
a distant relative to Mr. Rwiyamirira, and the
diocese of Gatineau has irregular communica-
tion with them.

Both church leaders also called on the
government to implement a timely and trans-
parent appeals system.

brian@embassymag.ca

Concern Over Citizenship

Computer System
In her 2006 annual report released

yesterday, Auditor General Sheila Fraser
raised concerns over a new Citizenship
and Immigration Canada computer sys-
tem designed to monitor cases around
the world. The Global Case Management
System is one of seven large computer
projects examined by the Auditor General,
five of which raised concerns from her
office. Initially proposed in 2000, the CIC
system was to have cost $194.8 million.
However, several problems emerged and
CIC approached Treasury Board twice for
funding increases in 2003 and 2005. “The
original business case was not revisited to
provide a clearer picture of the project or
to redefine the objectives and outcomes as
the project evolved,” the report states. The
increases were approved despite a redefini-
tion of the project, the report states, and
will now cost an estimated $242.8 million.
The system is expected to be complete by
next August.

—Lee Berthiaume

Blue Skies Gets Green Light

The government unveiled its new Blue
Skies policy this week that looks to change
the make-up of Canada’s airline industry.
“Canada will proactively pursue opportuni-
ties to negotiate” new airline agreements,
the policy states. “As a primary objective,
Canada will seek to negotiate reciprocal
‘Open Skies'-type agreements...where it is
deemed to be in Canada’s overall interest.”
The agreements will not, however, allow
foreign airlines to operate between points
in Canada. Several countries, including
Iceland and Jordan, have expressed a keen
interest in such an agreement while others,
like Japan and South Korea, have not. Some
domestic airline associations have also
worried they are at a severe disadvantage
when dealing with foreign airlines because of
Canadian regulations, fees and taxes.

—Lee Berthiaume

Venezuela Shuts Down and

Gears Up for Election

Election fever
hit Venezuela in
the lead up to this
Sunday’s presi-
dential vote. In
parks, cafes, and
homes throughout
the oil-rich nation,
Venezuelans dis-
cuss key issues
of corruption,
poverty, secu-
rity and even
U.S. President George W. Bush in passionate
debates that have divided the country—and
often even families—along rigid left-right lines.
The streets of Caracas have become a major
political battleground with last Saturday’s rally
for opposition presidential candidate Manuel
Rosales colouring the streets with hundreds of
thousands of the country’s red, blue and yel-
low flags, and on Sunday with President Hugo
Chavez’s march painting the capital’s down-
town area in “Bolivarian” red. This week will
see schools close, businesses shutting down
and many citizens staying at home to avoid the
fiery—and sometimes violent—shows of politi-
cal affiliation throughout the country.

—Magdalene Creskey Valdevieso

All In a Day’s Work

Ottawa Diplomatic Association members
were left scratching their heads last week after
Public Safety Minister Stockwell Day canceled
a lunchtime speech on at the National Press
Club on Nov. 22 to attend the funeral of slain
Lebanese Industry Minister Pierre Gemayel,
only to appear at Question Period later in the
day. “Minister Day had to stay in Ottawa,”
said Dan Dugas, Foreign Affairs Minister Peter
MacKay'’s spokesman. “He had some issues to
deal with in his portfolio.” Conservative MP
Jason Kenney and Liberal MP Irwin Cotler,
using one of the military’s Challenger jets,
attended on Canada’s behalf instead.

—Lee Berthiaume

Immigration Canada '
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United States to Buffer Globalization’s
Losers at Home, But Not in Asia or Africa

Luke Eric
—PETERSON

f you're looking to stir up ethnic strife and
instability, the events of the last few years
suggest that launching a pre-emptive war
appears to do the trick rather nicely.

But what to do when troop-levels and
opinion polling gravitate against such a rash
foreign policy?

You can always outsource the heavy lift-
ing to your trade bureaucrats.

In her 2003 bestseller, World on Fire,
author Amy Chua cautioned that Western-led
free market globalization can inflame ethnic
tensions and harden group suspicions.

Chua wasn’t saying that global trade and
investment are bad things, per se. Rather, the
Yale University law professor warned that
unfettered free markets are fertile soil for so-
called market-dominant minorities: “Ethnic
minorities who, for widely varying reasons,
tend under market conditions to dominate
economically, often to a startling extent, the
‘indigenous’ majorities around them.”

There may be varying explanations
for minority Chinese dominance of some
Southeast Asian economies, white dominance
in Zimbabwe or South Africa, or minority
Lebanese dominance in parts of West Africa—
but Chua’s point was that genuinely free mar-
kets can allow these (and other) market-domi-
nant minorities to consolidate their control
and ownership over a national economy.

Her fear is that such market-dominance
often fuels demands for political retribution,
targeted confiscation, and—in the worst

cases—violence and ethnic cleansing.

In an effort to avert such outcomes, Chua
argues for greater attention to more moder-
ate, redistributionist policies—social spend-
ing, safety nets, and even affirmative action
measures designed to blunt the impact of
market forces.

Lately, one sees signs that some of these
same policies will be debated more seriously
in the United States, where the divide between
economic winners and losers continues to
widen. In the aftermath of this month’s mid-
term elections, the New York Times reports that
newly-emboldened “economic populists” in the
Democratic party will push for redistributionist
government policies such as universal health
care insurance and better public pensions.

While they're at it, these economic popu-
lists might want to investigate how interna-
tional trade negotiations are being used in
an effort to fetter the hands of other govern-
ments wishing to develop or maintain their
own redistributionist policies.

One might start with Malaysia, where U.S.
trade negotiators have their sights set on doing
away with policies that were introduced in the
early 1970s after public anger over economic
disparities gave rise to race-riots. Affirmative
action-style policies have been used in the
areas of education, employment and corporate
ownership in an effort to improve the economic
prospects of ethnic Malay citizens.

Under the so-called Bumiputra policies,
ethnic Malays enjoy preferential status when
bidding for certain government contracts;
likewise, when state-owned assets are priva-
tized, consortiums including ethnic Malays
will be favoured buyers.

These policies—which could put U.S. busi-

nesses at some disadvantage—have attracted
the scrutiny of U.S. trade negotiators; negotia-
tions on a U.S.-Malaysia Free Trade Agreement
are now at loggerheads over the issue.

For the time being, Malaysian officials are
talking tough.

“We have our own integral policies which
are based on socio-economic development
premises,” Trade Minister Dato Seri Rafidah
Aziz recently told the Malaysia Star newspa-
per, and U.S. demands to unwind those poli-
cies are a “no-go.”

But, the viability of a U.S.-Malaysia deal
could hang in the balance. Indeed, similar
tensions in free trade talks between South
Africa and the United States contributed to a
recent shelving of those negotiations.

U.S. businesses—abetted by U.S. trade nego-
tiators—have objected to South Africa’s Black
Economic Empowerment (BEE) policies, which
seek to undo some of the disparities occasioned
by decades of apartheid rule in South Africa.

Among the tools used by the South African
government are affirmative action policies
designed to promote greater representation
in the managerial ranks of the economy, as
well as requirements for private businesses to
sell equity stakes to black businesspeople or
other “historically disadvantaged” persons.

These policies are not without their crit-
ics, and the creation of a class of “BEE million-
aires” has only served to affirm the fear that
affirmative action may offer the most benefits
to those who are already relatively well-off
(the least advantaged of the disadvantaged).

Indeed, any sort of race-based affirmative
action policy can be a delicate balancing act.

Taken too far, such policies can lead to
resentment, brain drain and capital flight. The

contrary danger, however, is that the failure to
push redistributionist policies can give rise to
darker impulses, as Amy Chua has cautioned.

A South African government official of my
acquaintance warns that the political alterna-
tive to BEE is Mugabe-ism, the kind of aggres-
sive and economically counter-productive
nationalization and confiscation which has
engulfed neighbouring Zimbabwe and made
a misery of that country’s economy.

It seems the responsibility of any truly
representative government to navigate
between the Scylla of market-extremism and
the Charybdis of opportunistic scapegoat-
ing, choosing redistribution over retribution,
so as to dull the harder edges of market
globalization and ensure social harmony
between different ethnic groups.

In the 1960s, a series of race riots galva-
nized U.S. presidents John F. Kennedy and
Lyndon Johnson to initiate affirmative action
schemes in the United States. Such policies,
while subject to political debate and judicial
tinkering, persist to this day.

That the U.S. government should be pres-
suring other countries to forebear such poli-
cy experimentation seems both hypocritical
and myopic.

Those U.S. politicians looking to aid those
who have been buffeted by global trade winds
might do well to look beyond U.S. borders,
and to confront the ways in which U.S. trade
policy threatens the efforts of other govern-
ments to minister to their own social needs.

Luke Eric Peterson is an Ottawa-based con-
sultant and writer. He writes a bi-weekly column
for Embassy and advises non-governmental
organizations on trade and human rights issues.

editor@embassymag.ca

Canada Cocooning ltself Against Third World: Lowassa

By Lee Berthiaume

he Canadian government bears some
responsibility in ensuring the country’s
mining companies abide by environ-
mental, human rights and social stan-
dards when operating in developing countries,
Tanzania’s prime minister said last Sunday.

In a wide-ranging interview with Embassy
during the first day of a planned week-long
visit, Edward Lowassa also lamented the small
amount of international development money
Canada is contributing to the African nation.

“It is a drop in the sea,” he said. “It is
embarrassingly small, and we remember with
nostalgia the times of [former Tanzanian pres-
ident] Julius Nyerere and [former Canadian
prime minister] Pierre Trudeau. Canada con-
tributed immensely to the development of
our country. The difference is so big.”

From 1972 to 1974, Canada’s development
contributions to Tanzania jumped from approx-
imately $6 million to about $32 million, accord-
ing to the Canadian International Development
Agency. At the time, the East African nation
was in the midst of a transition towards social-
ism. However, that shift failed to produce
positive results, and since then Tanzania has
undertaken a number of reforms and efforts to
improve its governance and economy.

In 1999, Canada was still contributing
only about $37 million. That number has
increased to just over $69 million as of
2003-2004, making Tanzania Canada’s eighth
largest aid recipient that year. However, the
entire international community contributed
$1.7 billion for that same year.

“This [Canadian contribution] is so small,
you don’t feel an impact,” Mr. Lowassa said.
“l don’t want to appear undiplomatic and
ungrateful to Canadians, but my honest opin-
ion would be that Canada has cocooned
itself from the problems of the Third World.

PHOTOGRAPH BY SAM GARCIA, EMBASSY
“Canada has cocooned itself from the problems of the Third World. Perhaps she’s engaged more
domestically, and engaged elsewhere, like Afghanistan,” said Edward Lowassa, Tanzania’s prime
minister (above), during a visit to Ottawa last weekend.

Perhaps she’s engaged more domestically,
and engaged elsewhere, like Afghanistan.”

Recognize Mining Responsibilities
Citing Canada’s large trade surplus with
Tanzania, Mr. Lowassa said if Canada can-
not increase its development contributions,
it could make an effort to help the African
country by equalizing the trade difference.
That is why he has brought three minis-
ters with him and will be meeting with vari-

ous business people and groups in Toronto,
Regina and Calgary. In addition, the prime
minister will be attending a two-day confer-
ence on mining and corporate responsibil-
ity in Calgary this week organized by the
Canadian Council on Africa.

“We wanted to take advantage of this
[conference] to express our views and to
appeal to mining companies to recognize
their responsibilities,” Mr. Lowassa said.

When the current Tanzanian government

took office late last year, the prime minister
said, it was shocked to discover that many of
the contracts the former administration had
signed with international mining companies
allowed companies to operate without pay-
ing taxes for 15 years. Even afterwards, Mr.
Lowassa added, companies would only pay
taxes when they declared a profit.

“This is so stupidly put because they will
keep saying they haven’t made a profit. Then
15 years, another 15 years, they’ll close the
mine, there’s no more gold, they’re gone with-
out paying tax. Zero, zero, zero, completely
zero. So we think this was an oversight.”

At the time, Tanzania was having a hard
time attracting potential investors, so it
offered such agreements to entice compa-
nies to the country.

“Mining companies did notknow Tanzania,”
he said. “But the promotion is over.”

Several Canadian companies, such as
Barrack Gold, have already renegotiated their
contracts, while others are in the works.
But Mr. Lowassa said the renegotiation of
contracts is only one issue that needs to be
addressed and that mining companies are
also creating environmental and social prob-
lems that must be addressed. That's where
the Canadian government should step in.

“l know the Canadian government may
seek and hide in this issue and say ‘This is
the private sector, we are not involved,”
Mr. Lowassa said. “But quite frankly, they
have a political responsibility because when
they operate in Tanzania, they come as, yes,
Barracks. But Barracks from Canada. which
Canada? The Canada we know.

“We expect the Canadian government, irre-
spective of these being private companies,
their role as a government is trying to instill
this sort of discipline and this sort of require-
ments to these extractive companies.”
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Martin Newland’s Gloom and Doom

The co-founder of the National Post
returns to Canada, and doesn't like
what he sees in our newspapers.

By Jim Creskey

he first time Martin Newland came

to Canada, he helped build the

newspaper that changed the course

of what he calls “the country’s
political conversation” from centre-left to
centre-right.

By founding The National Post, he and
Conrad Black intentionally nudged Canada
to the right. It was a shift that probably
played a bigger role in getting Stephen
Harper into the PMO than Paul Martin’s
inept campaign and all the hand wringing
over the Gomery Inquiry combined. Not
that Mr. Harper is showering thanks on
either Mr. Newland or his former boss.

It bothers Mr. Newland that Mr. Black
has few public friends today. Mr. Newland
says he finds the lack of loyalty from
people who used to suck up to the now-
deflated press baron for fame or profit to
be disgusting.

“At least they should wait for the trial,”
he said.

Mr. Newland—who is one of the found-
ers of The National Post, deputy editor

He recalls a story meeting at the
National Post where he seized on a story
about a Canadian killed by a polar bear.
“Imagine—Kkilled by a wild animal in a G-7
country!” For the Brit editor, transplanted
in Toronto, there was irony to be seenin a
bear mauling.

But changing Canada’s politics and get-
ting some fun into the papers were not
enough to win the Post the readers or
advertisers it needed to succeed. Mr. Black
sold the Post. The new CanWest owners
sacked him and Post editor Ken Whyte.
Mr. Newland then took the top job at the
Telegraph, one that carried a seven-fold
salary increase. But he says his quality of
life in Britain was noticeably lower than it
had been in Canada. Canada, he says, is a
great place to live.

Eventually, he lost his job as editor of
the Telegraph when he began to regularly
“raise his eyebrows” at suggestions from
the paper’s new owners, the Barclay broth-
ers, who had bought it from Mr. Black.

Newspaper ldentity Crisis
Today, after his absence from that spe-
cial blend of power that only a newspaper
newsroom offers, Mr. Newland—former joy-
ful editorial autocrat and now “a media con-
sultant”—looks over Canada’s daily news-
papers and finds a sorry state of affairs.

to Ken Whyte and the former editor of Sure, there is
the London Telegraph—says he evolution in the
is enjoying industry, he says.
the quiet o ek gt IIHH" y o But yCanadétl’s
life he now { two national
lives, having ’ papers have
the luxury of | not done well
driving  his in his absence.
kidstoschool, Neither his old
going to the National  Post
gym witr:j f}lls nor the Globe
wife, an il- =5 1 and Mail get
ing columns to FymEm WP NH> 1O nurdejnﬁﬂﬁﬁ good reviews,
the Daily Mail firms White House e as he points
and Guardian I ' — to the anemi-
newspapers. =HE | cally-sized
But scratch the I news  holes
surface of the now in both
relaxed, pres- = papers. But
ent-day colum- Mr. Newland
nist and you’ll 4 admits that
find an editor-in- his old com-
chief in exile. Mr. petitor, the
Newland would Globe, has
be delighted to be fared the
invited back into best. It's a
the centre of a o paper, he
major newsroom. - i says, that

What does he — still knows
miss most about s it's a news-
his last job, at the paper and
Telegraph? not a web-

“The power,” he site, and
says. “Definitely the one that
power...but not to enjoys a

abuse it.”

For Mr. Newland,
power may not be to abuse, but it is defi-
nitely to enjoy.

He says when he first came to Canada,
he quickly discovered how easy it was to
push the country’s news agenda to the
right. He recites the basic recipe: Get a
friendly [Conservative] opposition MP to
ask the right question, report on it the next
day and off you go, he says.

But the toughest job for the British
journalist was to get Canadians to smile
and spice up their news. Mr. Newland is
quick to say that he loves Canada. He loves
the sense of goodness and optimism that
existed when he lived here three years ago.
He presumes it still does.

But as good as Canada was for Mr.
Newland, he says he couldn’t understand
why the Canadian media were so full of
gloom and doom. He tried, he says, to res-
cue the country’s media from its morbidity.
And, to a certain extent, he succeeded.

position of some authority,
especially for its foreign coverage.

While the newspaper industry is hell
bent on “convergence” and, in Mr. Newland’s
estimation, on a course to self-destruction,
there is a bright side. Niche publications,
like the Economist and, on a smaller scale
papers like this one, Embassy, and its sis-
ter, The Hill Times, are on the rise. Mass
media may no longer be for the masses, but
specialized publications are finding their
specialized readers.

Back in Britain, Mr. Newland regards the
Guardian newspaper as one that, though it
is evolving, is doing it in the right direc-
tion: As a newspaper building on its core
and then spreading into new media. He
says this is because the Guardian is a
newspaper “happy inside its own skin.” He
sees the opposite in many other British
and Canadian papers as they sacrifice their
core strength to go somewhere unknown
or launch mindless wire and entertain-
ment-filled free dailies when they should
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National Post co-founder and former London Telegraph editor Martin Newland says he misses living
in Canada, where he and Conrad Black moved Canada’s political conversation from left to right.

be investing in their newsrooms. The result
is quality newspapers that are rapidly los-
ing their quality. The quality papers still
have the power—and the influence. He
says no one knows this better than politi-
cians like British Prime Minister Tony Blair.
“They still fear the quality papers.” But
the papers are allowing their power to be
diluted and dispersed.

But then that’s what brings Mr. Newland
back to Canada, if only briefly. He spoke at
Carleton University last night, and is then
off to the University of Victoria as part of
a speaking tour. His topic: “The Decline of
Quality Newspapers in Europe and Canada:
Who Wins, Who Loses?”
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BAD THOUGHTS

Quebec Liquor Store Pipe Dreams and a Blow for Freedom

he Supreme Court of Canada decision on “bad thoughts” last week has a
lot more to do with democracy than its specific concern: A pipe dream
to hijack a truckful of liquor.

The case had to do with a wiretapped conversation between two
Quebecers about breaking into a trailer outside a Quebec City liquor store. The
conversation resulted in an arrest and conviction for “attempted conspiracy.”

But Justice Morris Fish wrote in the decision, “The criminal law does not
punish bad thoughts of this sort that were abandoned before an agreement was
reached or an attempt made to act upon them.”

Justice Fish’s wise decision goes to the heart of historic Anglo freedoms and
gives us reason to consider some of the ideas floating around the halls of justice
these days in the name of the so-called war on terror.

If bad thoughts were proper grounds for arrest, we’d all be behind bars. As
itis, loose and dangerous legal definitions like “attempted conspiracy” often get
applied to the poor, immigrants and refugees, and the racially profiled.

THE GG IN AFRICA
Michaélle Jean’s Warm Reception Points to Canada’s Compassion

ost within the hubris of the debate to recognize Quebec as a nation is the

Governor General’s visit to Africa. So far, Michaélle Jean has visited Algeria,
Mali and Ghana. She is expected to travel to South Africa and Morocco.

In the countries she has visited, Ms. Jean was received enthusiastically—
both by ordinary people on the streets and by government officials. In Algiers,
throngs of people lined the local Kasbah to cheer her. It was the same scenario
in Mali, and she was also given the honour of addressing parliament.

Notwithstanding the other reasons why our Governor General received such
a popular reception in Africa, the fact remains that many in that part of the world
see Canada as a beacon of hope—a country that stands up for the interests of less
fortunate nations in international fora. A country that, through its international
aid programs, has helped make life a little better for others in the world.

Even as our parliament voted on the potentially divisive issue to recognize
Quebec as a nation, and concluded the debate peacefully, let our politicians be
reminded to continue espousing the compassionate and peaceful policies that
have made this country one of the best places to live in.

As exemplified by the reception accorded our Governor General, we owe it
to ourselves and to the rest of the world to be steadfast custodians of peace.

GLAD TIDINGS

Pope and Turkish Prime Minister—UItimately—Get It Right

urkish Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan was the bearer of glad tidings yes-

terday when he announced to the media that Pope Benedict told him he
would support Turkey’s bid to join the EU and that the pope regarded Islam as
a religion of peace.

“He said we are not political, but we wish for Turkey to join the EU,” the
prime minister told Reuters.

The prime minister continued: “The most important message the Pope gave
was toward Islam, he reiterated his view of Islam as peaceful and affectionate.”

The statement on Turkey’s EU membership corrects an opinion Benedict
once expressed before he became the pope. The other statement on a peace-
ful Islam—a further move away from Regensburg—should be considered good
news to all parties.

The world has had enough talk about “the clash of civilizations,” meaning Islam and
the West. The only beneficiaries of that idea are the arms dealers, the fence builders
and possibly Fox News. Certainly not Europe, Turkey, Islam or the Catholic Church.

Canada Works Well In
Practice, Not in Theory

Continued from Page 1

country to another constitutional crisis.

Last month, taking their lead from
Ignatieff, the Quebec branch of the
Liberal Party adopted a resolution
calling for the party to recognize “the
Quebec nation within Canada,” and to
“officialize this historical and social
reality.” Then the separatist Quebec
party in the federal parliament, the Bloc
Québécais, seized on that to introduce a
bill demanding, “that this House recog-
nize that Quebecers form a nation.”

The Bloc hoped the other parties
would vote against the bill, thereby
demonstrating their alleged hostility to
French-speaking Quebecers and their
aspirations, but Prime Minister Stephen
Harper was too clever for them. Last
Wednesday, he introduced a resolution
declaring that parliament “recognizes
that the Quebecois form a nation within
a united Canada,” and all the parties
flocked to support it—even the Bloc
Québécais.

In one swift move Harper won sup-
port for his Conservative Party in
Quebec in the next election, and boosted
the chances that Michael Ignatieff, the
easiest candidate to beat, will win the
leadership of the Liberal Party. However,
he also raised the spectre of Quebec
separatism from its shallow grave.

Harper’s Conservatives, of course,
insist that they have done no such
thing. His Quebec lieutenant, Transport
Minister Lawrence Cannon, in a per-
formance that would have left Don
Rumsfeld envious, denied that the
motion had any legal consequences: “We
are not at the point of a constitutional
demand. Has anyone seen a constitution-
al demand in the works? No, we haven't
seen one. Is it our intention to have one?
No, there is no intention to have one.”

But André Boisclair, leader of the Parti
Québécois, which spearheads the separat-
ist movement within Quebec, took a very
different view. The motion to recognize that
Quebecers form a nation “will give us a pow-
erful tool for the international recognition
of a future sovereign Quebec... | feel better
equipped today to talk about sovereignty to
Quebecers than | was before the motion.”

Since the “quiet revolution” of the
1960s delivered Quebec into the modern
world politically, the issue of indepen-
dence for Canada’s only French-majority
province has never gone away for long.

The separatist Parti Québécois has been
in power much of the time since then, and
is favoured in the opinion polls to return
to power in the next provincial election.
Twice it has held referendums on inde-
pendence, and twice it has failed to get a
“yes” vote, but it has promised another
when the circumstances are right.

In practice, “when the circumstances
are right” has meant when francophone
Quebecers are feeling alienated from
English-speaking Canada. The first
referendum on independence in 1980
was defeated 60-40, but after two failed
attempts at constitutional reform the
second referendum in 1995 came within a
hair’s-breadth of saying “yes.” Canada has
now almost certainly embarked, willy-
nilly, on a third attempt at constitutional
reform, regardless of how much the pres-
ent government denies it. The sleeping
dog has woken, and will have its day.

But a third attempt at finding a con-
stitutional formula that will satisfy both
nationalist Quebecers and the English-
speaking majority in the other nine prov-
inces is almost certainly doomed to fail-
ure for the same reasons as the first two:
There is no such formula. So at the end
of this road, very probably, lies a third
referendum in a Quebec that is feeling
rejected and alienated.

Prime Minister Harper bears a good
deal of blame for this train-wreck with
his too-clever resolution declaring the
Quebecois to be a nation “within a united
Canada,” but the true responsibility lies
with Michael Ignatieff, a Canadian-born
academic and journalist who had lived
abroad for 27 consecutive years before
he arrived in Canada from Harvard
University last year to offer the Liberal
Party and the country his leadership.

The lesson that most Canadians
(including most French-Canadians)
had gleaned from the long and grueling
ordeal of referenda and constitutional
crises was that the country worked per-
fectly well in practice, but could not be
made to work in theory—so stop obsess-
ing about constitutional principles. But
Ignatieff was absent for all that time, and
he simply hadn’t grasped the lesson.

In the words of Ken Dryden, also a
Liberal leadership candidate, Ignatieff
“bumped into a chair and woke the dog
up.” But he will probably be long gone,
back to Harvard or some other ivory
tower before the storm really hits Canada.
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Quote of the Week: When Peace will come to Israel
and the Middle East

“...Only when the Israeli government is willing to comply with international law, with the Roadmap for Peace,
with official American policy, with the wishes of a majority of its own citizens—and honor its own previous
commitments— by accepting its legal borders. All Arab neighbors must pledge to honor Israel’s right to live in
peace under these conditions. The United States is squandering international prestige and goodwill and intensi-
fying global anti-American terrorism by unofficially condoning or abetting the Israeli confiscation and coloniza-
tion of Palestinian territories.” —Jimmy Carter, in his new book, Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid
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OPINION

Venezuela Dec. 3 Vote a Daring Game of Chance

viadimir
— TORRES

our months ago it was a fore-
gone conclusion that Venezuelan
President Hugo Chavez would be
re-elected in the Dec. 3 vote. After
all, his regime has a tight control over all
the country’s institutions, including the
National Electoral Council (CNE), and the
opposition was decimated by government
and self-inflicted defeats. But things have
changed, and against all odds—and the
scepticism of many analysts—the opposi-
tion has rallied around one project and
one candidate, and the outcome of next
Sunday’s ballot is anything but clear.

The opposition leadership is aware that
these elections are an uphill battle. The
reasons that led to last year’s withdrawal
from the ballot of all opposition candidates
in the legislative elections are still very
much in place.The CNE is blatantly biased
and the electoral registry so rigged that
anomalies include the names of hundreds
of thousands of dead people, people with
unknown addresses, a statistically implau-
sible number of people born in the 19th
century, districts with more voters than
population, and the same national ID card
numbers identifying different people.

The mechanisms for voter intimidation
and harassment have been exacerbated, as
the government fuels the fears of violent
scenarios. The use of fingerprint-reading
devices is in place, despite evidence of how
these can link voters to their vote, identify-
ing the choices of each individual. Two lists,

one created through this procedure, and the
other based on the signatories of the presi-
dential recall referendum in 2004, have been
used by government officials to fire employ-
ees, deny citizens access to government
services, condition contracts to companies,
and many other abuses. It is clear that any
political affiliation—or sympathy—different
than that of regime supporters comes with a
price of persecution and discrimination.
Rafael Ramirez, Minister of Energy and
president of the Venezuelan national oil
company, PDVSA, was caught on tape dur-
ing a meeting with the two top managerial
tiers of the company, delivering a speech
about unconditional loyalty to Chavez, “to
whom we all owe being here,” and threat-
ening that there was no place within the
industry for those “light” in their commit-
ment or “on the fence.”The opposition filed a
complaint against the minister for coercion
of public employees and unfair electoral
practices.The CNE dismissed the complaint,
and Chavez publicly congratulated his min-
ister, encouraging him—and all others—to
“repeat that message a hundred times a day.”
Chavez overtly states that every institution
in the country, from the National Assembly
to the armed forces, is—and should be—“red,
truly red” (the colour of the revolution).
International observers will be present at
the elections, and some have already been
in the country for the last couple of weeks.
Given the pressure from the opposition and
mobilization of public opinion by civil society,
the Organization of American States’electoral
mission and European Union observers have
been invited—albeit with limited access. The
government has extended hundreds of selec-
tive invitations, with all expenses covered, to

international supporters aiming to counteract
impartial observers, as shown by the case of
Spanish parliamentarian Isaura Navarro—
from the United-Left—whose invitation cir-
cumvented regular congressional procedures,
and ignored other parties. The Spanish gov-
ernment was not officially invited.

TightVictory Is Not Carte Blanche

The opposition’s growing strength, with
the polls showing the tightening of the gap,
has triggered a renewed offensive from
the government. Many official spokespeople
are denouncing “destabilization plans” and
harshening the tone and threats of retalia-
tion. The Interior minister called for people
to wait at home for official electoral results,
stopping short of a curfew decree. The
president threatened to cancel broadcast-
ing licenses to any media covering public
reactions on election day. The reservists—
Chavez’s armed militias—will be mobilized
and on high alert—though there is no con-
stitutional basis for their involvement in a
civilian event such as an election.

And yet, the opposition’s campaign slogan
“atrevete” (dare) has caught on, helping over-
come the fear factor played by the govern-
ment. If despite all the efforts and mobiliza-
tion, Chavez were re-elected, the challenge
would be not to let go of the advances of the
last months, building upon the mobilization to
oppose the regime’s already-announced radi-
calization. For Chavez, in this scenario, the
challenge would be to understand that a tight
victory is not a carte blanche. This is highly
unlikely, given his expressed intent to remain
in power until 2021, creating a monochrome
society, exclusionary of any and all dissent.

An opposition victory, on the other hand,

presents two alternative scenarios. One
is overt fraud: The government presents
alternate official results and any opposi-
tion mobilization discredited as the actions
of sore losers—and U.S.-backed destabi-
lizing—would be crushed with the use of
force. Chavez has praised how President
Alexander Lukashenko handled a similar
situation in Belarus this past March, claim-
ing he obtain 80 per cent of the vote and
clamping down on dissidents. In the case
that victory is so incontestable and the
people so determined to defend their votes,
the government could drop all democratic
pretence, mobilize the armed forces and
suspend constitutional rights.

The Venezuelan armed forces have
become highly politicized under Chavez.
The upper ranks seem to be divided in
two groups. The first group are those ideo-
logically aligned with Chavez, expected to
remain loyal in any conflict scenario. The
second group are those currently enjoying
unprecedented access to state resources,
benefiting from their newfound wealth
and the lack of accountability in its admin-
istration. The latter could switch sides in a
situation where political change becomes
unavoidable.

The second—much more desirable—
scenario would be an opposition victory
acknowledged by the government, and
Chavez peacefully handing over power.
Then against all odds, as one Venezuelan
analyst pointed out, the opposition would
have gained access to the cockpit of an
airplane spiralling down out of control.

Vladimir Torres is an Ottawa-based
Latin American affairs analyst.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Celil Case Should Not Be Partisan Issue

he case of Huseyin Celil is a

case that should be viewed
free from any partisan politics
(Re: “Harper ‘Finds’ Celil Case”
Nov. 22). Previous cases of
Canadians detained abroad—
Maher Arar, Zahra Kazemi, and
William Sampson—all show
the need for having clear out-

lines to deal with this issue.
It is interesting that all these
individuals had their rights vio-
lated while backroom negotia-
tions were going on.

Sixty per cent of Canadians
support their government
expressing concern when
the dignity of its citizens is

being violated. Mr. McTeague
should represent the inter-
ests of Canadians and not the
government of China. Using
Mr. Celil’s case for political
gains is just not acceptable.

NOOSHIN SALARI
Hamilton, ON

Wild West Law and Order

wynne Dyer’s article is

insightful and pushes the
right buttons (Re: “Suspicions
Confirmed” Nov. 22). Going
back to a previous article of
his, (Re: “The Lynching of
Saddam Hussein” Nov. 8), and
letters to the editor (Nov. 15
and 22), one can only assume
what Mr. Dyer’s detractors’ real
motives are. Is Saddam being
lynched? Well, if you are look-
ing at the whole situation, unbi-
ased, logically and politically,
the only answer is “yes.” Better
see Saddam hang than face the
truth, like the good old days of
cowboys’ law and order. When
Saddam hangs, case closed.

Another article is perplex-
ing, (Re: “Canada Cannot Indict
Mugabe, says Vic Toews,” Now.
22). Wasn’'t Saddam a head of
state? Accordingtoour “govern-
ment,” should he be immune?
If the Allies had captured Hitler
alive, would he have had immu-

nity? No one should be immune
from “crimes against human-
ity.” But in reality, the few in
power protect themselves.
The victorious army would
kill everyone except the lead-
ers, so why the exception with
Saddam? And since Canada is
involved in Afghanistan, let me
include the Taliban leader, who
was also a “head of state.” What
happens when—if—Canadian
troops capture the supreme
Taliban leader alive? Will he get
“head of state” immunity?

In reference to last week’s let-
ter to the editor, there is no win
or lose in this situation because
there is no “war,” (Re: What
Does It Really Mean to Lose?”
Letter, Nov. 22). The Americans
helped the opposition take
power by waging war against
the ruling government headed
by a dictator and despot. This
ended a few years ago. Iraq was
involved in civil unrest prior to

In lrag

the U.S. getting involved. Iraq
continues to be involved in civil
unrest, covertly supported by
the meddling of surrounding
countries like Iran. The only
reason the present Iraqi govern-
ment survives is because of the
military American occupation.
The people of Irag should be
free to decide who should be
their rulers.

Mr. Dyer’s articles are very
interesting and provide us with
an alternative view for debate.
Extremists would be incapable
of entertaining or accepting
such views, or even debating
them altruistically. | hope, for
the safety of my children and
their children, that Canada
stays a freethinking country,
and that extremism does not
change “our” way, our freedom
of speech, of thinking.

GUY BELLAVANCE
Ottawa, ON

Let Harper Teach China a Lesson

inally, a prime minister

who cares about peo-
ple’s rights! How refresh-
ing and noble (Re: “Anti-
China Groups Applaud PM’s
Stance on Human Rights”
Nov. 22). The politicians on
the Hill must still be in a
state of shock over that one.
“How dare a prime minister
talk about human rights?”
has become their new man-
tra lately. This makes one
wonder how low people
are willing to go to please

China. Let’s not bang our
heads against the wall any-
more over China’s democra-
tization—which hasn’t hap-
pened as anticipated during
the last decade.

It is ludicrous to think
that Harper’s human rights-
tailored foreign policy means
Canada will lose some key
partners or make China’s
human rights record decline.
How could China’s human
rights record possibly get
any worse than it is already

with widespread torture,
live organ harvesting from
Falun Gong members, and
imprisonment of lawyers
and reporters? If Harper can
teach the brutal dictator-
ship a lesson or two, I'm all
for that. It's clear that China
needs our oil very badly, so
isn’t it their turn to sing and
dance for us? Integrity is the
key word of the day.

MARIE BEAULIEU
Victoria, BC

Microcredit Cash Suspect, Not Supportive

his article told an excit-

ing story—how micro-
credit provides small loans
to extremely poor women
and empowers them to
break themselves and their
families out of poverty
(Re: “Development World’s
Darling Gaining Ground”
Nov.15). However, | have to
disagree with the author’s
opinion that the “$40 mil-
lion” announcement indi-
cates the Canadian govern-
ment is “taking the idea
seriously.” 1 would contend
that Foreign Affairs Minister
Peter MacKay’s announce-
ment was disappointing,
misleading, and insufficient.

Contrary to popular
interpretation, Mr. MacKay’s
announcement did not include
any new support for micro-
credit programs. In fact, over
the last six years Canada’s
spending on microcredit has
declined from about $80 mil-
lion to $30 million per year.
During this same period,
CIDA's budget has increased
60 per cent. CIDAs allocation
for microcredit now rests at
a measly one per cent of its
budget.

At the Microcredit
SummitinHalifax,lheard Mr.
MacKay say, “Microcredit
is the vaccine for the pan-
demic of poverty.” If this

is what the federal govern-
ment believes, why does it
play number games with
funding announcements at
international venues?

Mr. MacKay definitely
misled Canadians into
believing we’re more gener-
ous and strategic when it
comes to attacking poverty
than we really are. CIDA
should put its money where
its mouth is and better fund
this approach it says is so
fundamental to the reduc-
tion of poverty and the
empowerment of women.

ASHLEY RAESIDE
Windsor, ON
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Straight-Talk Approach to China Easy, But Risky

Human rights groups support
Harper’s tough stance on China, but
one expert worries the Chinese
government will push back to save face.

By Lee Berthiaume

alun Gong activists aren’t alone in
their support for the Canadian govern-
ment’s recent straight-talk on human
rights with China, as several human
rights groups have expressed their support.

But there is an air of uncertainty over
whether the approach, which one human
rights expert described as more along the
lines of civil society advocacy than gov-
ernment-to-government dealings, will actu-
ally push the emerging economic giant to
embrace human rights or give Canada the
cold shoulder.

“l think the way the government is going
about it is counterproductive,” says Errol
Mendes, former director of the University
of Ottawa’s Human Rights Research and
Education Centre. “The one lesson we should
learn from China is that the easy answers are
often wrong.”

Under the Liberals, Mr. Mendes says,
Canada undertook to engage China and pro-
mote trade liberalization and open market
policies in the hopes human rights would
improve. It also initiated in 1997 a yearly
dialogue with the Asian country’s leaders to
discuss human rights.

That dialogue, however, eventually stalled
with little progress being seen, and Mr.
Mendes says Canada needed to improve its
strategy of addressing China’s poor human
rights situation.

Where human rights groups often take a
strong and very vocal stance against govern-
ments where human rights violations are
rampant, governments usually take a differ-
ent tact by engaging foreign governments,
working behind the scenes and being strate-
gic in their approach.

While both approaches are essential and
work in different situations, and sometimes
even in concert, Mr. Mendes worries that the
Conservatives have abandoned the nuances
that are necessary when dealing with China,
especially given the ever-present need within
Asian society to “save face.”

“They will push back,” he says. “I think
less will be achieved. You have to look at it
from a much more complex view.”

Paul Evans, Co-CEO and chairman of the
Asia-Pacific Foundation, says Canadian prime
ministers are facing ever-increasing concern
from the Canadian public over how Canada
deals with countries with poor human rights
records.

Earlier this year, Huseyin Celil, a Chinese-
Canadian, was detained in Uzbekistan and
transferred to China where he was wanted

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SAM GARCIA, EMBASSY; JAKE WRIGHT, THE HILL TIMES; DAVE CHAN, PMO AND FROM AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
Chinese-Canadian children take part in a demonstration on Parliament Hill last week (far left) in support of Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s (centre)
tough stance on human rights in China. Experts say Mr. Harper’s approach differs from his Liberal predecessor’s. Paul Martin (pictured with his wife
Sheila Martin at the Great Wall of China, top right) attempted to engage the communist country through open market policies in the hopes human
rights would improve. Paul Evans (not pictured) says the government is building its human rights case against China around the predicament of
Huseyun Celil (bottom right), a Chinese-Canadian detained in China and facing the death penalty.

for his role as an advocate for China’s minor-
ity Uighur population. Mr. Celil now faces the
death penalty, and the Chinese government
does not recognize his Canadian nationality.

While the current furor between Canada
and China started prior to Mr. Celil's case
being made public, Mr. Evans believes Prime
Minister Stephen Harper is building Canada’s
human rights case against China around him.

“It's a new approach,” Mr. Evans says.
“The question is, how do we do it effectively?
It's a high-risk way to make an individual
consular case.”

Past experience shows such a tactic is
generally not very useful, Mr. Evans says,
even as he questioned the government’s
decision to make its concerns over China’s
human rights policy public.

“It’s difficult to think of any instance where
a direct confrontation and use of harsh words
have lead to progress,” he says.

Harsh Words Could Risk Future Trade

Over the past few months, the business
community has expressed its concern that
Canada will lose out by souring relations
with China.

Mr. Harper has said the government will
not give in to the almighty dollar when
standing up for human rights, and human
rights groups have jumped up to applaud the
Conservatives’ straight-talk.

But Mr. Evans says basing arguments
on trade alone isn’t correct because China
is now an essential part of the global sup-
ply chain and Canada is pouring billions of
investment dollars into the country.

And while Canadian companies working
on such things as infrastructure in China
aren’t going to see contracts lost today, Mr.
Evans believes future opportunities could be
jeopardized.

“The world is not just a market,” says
Jean-Louis Roy, president of Rights and
Democracy. “If there’s a shift in Canadian
policy, it's about time we do this.”

Considering the $22 billion trade def-
icit Canada currently has with China,
as well as the Asian country’s need for
Canadian oil and energy reserves, Mr.
Roy believes the concerns expressed by
such officials as Canadian Council of Chief
Executives president Thomas D’Aquino
are unfounded, that the government is

Friday, December 1, 7:45 a.m.
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HE Ehsan Zia - Minister for Rural Rehabilitation and Development of
Afghanistan “The Canada-Afghan development partnership.”

risking Canada’s trade and business rela-
tionship with China.

“I think the Chinese are very pragmatic,”
Mr. Roy says. “They badly need the resourc-
es we supply to the rest of the world.”

Pointing to Belarus as an example, against
which the Conservative government is pre-
paring to lay trade restrictions, Amnesty
International spokesman John Tackaberry
says governments around the world have
never had a problem calling to task coun-
tries with which they have little in trade
relations.

“But as you go up the food chain, the
comments become more and more muted,”
he says, noting Canada must do the same to
the United States for Guantanamo Bay, and
Russia for its actions in Chechnya. “[Human
rights groups] looking for a pattern of con-
sistency.”

Mr. Tackaberry says it’s important China
understand Canada’s recent outcry is not
over Mr. Celil’s situation, but human rights in
general, though he acknowledges it will take
a while before the world will know whether
such an approach was useful.

lee@embassymag.ca

Jazz up your Thursday evenings with live jazz

Don’t leave it too late! Plan your

Christmas party with us today!
The National Press Club e 165 Sparks Street, Ottawa, ON ¢ 613-233-5641
Visit www.pressclub.on.ca for all upcoming events




Wednesday, November 29, 2006

EMBASSY

PHOTOGRAPH BY SAM GARCIA, EMBASSY

Najeeba Ayubi and Mehria Azize are journalists based in Afghanistan. Five years after the fall of the
Taliban, Ms. Azize says it is dangerous for women to work in the media in Afghanistan.

Afghan Journalists
Live Their Dream

It is still tough working as a female
reporter in Afghanistan, but it is a job
Mehria Azize and Najeeba Ayubi feel
they are duty-bound to continue.

By Lee Berthiaume

iX years ago, Mehria Azize had a dream

that, as far as she knew, would never
come true.

The then-18year-old Afghan woman was
living under the repressive Taliban regime that
forbade women from leaving their homes with-
out their husband or a male family member, let
alone working as a television journalist.

“Everyone has a dream,” Ms. Azize says.
“When | saw people on TV with video cam-
eras, | knew what'’s | wanted to do.”

As she talks, a crowd of people are watch-
ing Afghanistan Unveiled, a video that Ms. Azize
and several other camerawomen, Afghanistan’s
firstin its history, shot a few years ago to show
the world the plight of the country’s female
population after the Taliban were routed.

Ms. Azize and her colleague Najeeba
Ayubi, a radio producer with the country’s
largest independent broadcaster, were in
Ottawa last week as part of a cross-country
Reporters Without Borders event aimed at
raising public awareness about the challeng-
es journalists—especially women who work
in the media—face in Afghanistan.

Ms. Azize says she does not show
Afghanistan Unveiled in her home country
because of the dangers it would pose to not
only herself, but also for those women who
she and her colleagues portrayed.

“It's dangerous, it’s like a bomb,” Ms. Azize
says of the film even five years after interna-
tional forces pushed the Taliban out of power

Politics Matters

and started rebuilding the war-torn country.

The camerawoman says under the Taliban,
there were no schools, no television and only
one state-owned radio station and one state-
owned newspaper. But she remembered a
time before the Taliban when television was
allowed, and that’s when she first knew what
she wanted to do.

Ms. Ayubi, on the other hand, has worked
in journalism for many years. She start-
ed writing freelance articles when she was
13 and, after university, wrote stories and
worked as a television producer in Parwan
province near the capital of Kabul.

“When the Taliban came to Parwan, we had
to go to Kabul, where we stayed at home because
we are not allowed to work,” Ms. Ayubi says.

She eventually fled to Iran where she estab-
lished a school for Afghan refugees. When she
returned to Afghanistan in 2001, Ms. Ayubi
started working for Save the Children USA
before joining Radio Killid, a new station
where she is now a program director.

Both women say the situation for journalists
in Afghanistan has improved. But while women
are flocking to such positions because they see
the media as a chance to hold some power after
years of living under the Taliban, they are still
not accepted in every part of the country.

“It will take such a long, long time,” Ms.
Azize says. “As an Afghan woman, | can’t even
take my camera on the street without people
looking. They think we are not right for this.

“It is dangerous for us,” she adds. “All the
women who work in the media have stress.
Sometimes even the families are against it.”

But Ms. Ayubi says she feels she must
continue to work in her position.

“I think whoever knows anything has to
share it with everyone,” she says.

lee@embassymag.ca
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Eritrea Chooses Security
Over Press Freedom

By Lee Berthiaume

n the eve of an international day to

recognize journalists in jail on Nov.

23, the Eritrean government arrest-

ed nine members of the state-owned
press. At the same time Reporters Without
Borders is investigating whether three others
incarcerated without charges for more than
five years have died while in custody.

In September 2001, the Eritrean govern-
ment under President Isaias Afewerki closed
down all of the country’s private media and
arrested the country’s most outspoken critics,
including 13 journalists who had been working
at privately-owned weekly newspapers.

According to Reporters Without Borders,
those who were arrested included Isaac
Dawit and Fessaye Yohannes, co-founders
of the country’s first independent and most
popular paper, Setit.

Mr. Dawit returned to Eritrea after the
country’s independence from Ethiopia in
1993 where he met Mr. Yohannes, a for-
mer guerilla fighter, and the two eventually
founded Setit to give the country an inde-
pendent voice.

In May 2001, the country’s independent
press published calls by 15 ruling party lead-
ers for democratization within the country
as elections had been scheduled then can-
celled several times since 1993.

On Sept. 9, 2001, Setit ran an open letter
saying: “The people can put up with hunger
and other problems for a long time, but they
cannot tolerate the lack of good manage-
ment and justice.”

Nine days later, the Eritrean government
banned all privately-owned media, and on
Sept. 23, arrested the 15 pro-democracy ruling
party leaders and 13 independent journalists,
including Mr. Dawit. Mr. Yohannes managed to
escape, but, according to Reporters Without
Borders, eventually turned himself in as a
show of solidarity with his fellow journalists.

The men have been held without charge
and have been incommunicado since then.
Reporters Without Borders says authorities
have accused the men of a variety of crimes
over the years, including spying, failure to
do military service and being “threats to
national security.”

Strangely, Mr. Dawit was released on Nov.
19, 2005 and was able to phone his wife and
Eritrean exiles in Sweden, telling them he
had been held in one of the country’s worst
prisons. He told his family he would join them
soon, but two days later he was re-arrested.

Third Worst for Reporters’ Rights

The arrest last week of nine more journalists
working for the country’s state-owned media,
as well as reports that as many as three journal-

1.

ists originally arrested with Mr. Dawit and Mr.
Yohannes, is “really frightening,” says Leonard
Vincent of Reporters Without Borders.

“The information coming out from Eritrea is
very disturbing,” Mr. Vincent said. “It is one of
the largest jailers of journalists in the world.”

According to the NGO, no other African
country has jailed more journalists than
Eritrea, while only China with 32 and Cuba
with 23 have more in the world. In addition,
Reporters Without Borders ranks the African
nation as the third worst in the world in
terms of reporters’ rights, above only North
Korea and Turkmenistan.

But Mr. Vincent said the difficulty in try-
ing to raise international concern is that
Eritrea is so far off most countries’ radars
that many don’t even know it exists.

“Most people don’t know where Eritrea
is, or that it’s not a province of Ethiopia,” he
said. “There is an indifference of the interna-
tional community.”

Canada exported $1.6 million in goods
to the country last year while importing
$37,054, and contributed less than $1 million
in development funds from 2003-2004, the
last year information is available.

In an interview yesterday, Eritrean
Consul Nura Omer said she had not heard
of the most recent arrests, but defended
her government’s jailing of Mr. Dawit, Mr.
Yohannes and their colleagues as a matter
of national security.

Following years of colonization and war
with Ethiopia, Ms. Omer said the govern-
ment has been working very hard to rebuild
the country, and originally included a free
press as a way to help the country flour-
ish. But she accused independent news
organizations of threatening the country’s
stability with dissenting talk and attempts
to split the military.

“Whenever national security is touched,
it affects everybody,” she said. “The media
broadcast things that were against the
national unity. They will be held until it is
convenient to us.”

When asked why the men are being held
incommunicado and haven’'t been charged,
Ms. Omer said the government is dealing
with the national security threat as it sees
appropriate, and that while more developed
countries have the luxury of talking about
overarching human rights, basic survival
and development are the most important
things to Eritreans.

“Other rights come after people are fed and
schooled,” she said. “Our survival, our nation-
al security, comes above that. It has nothing to
do with democracy, human rights, nothing.

“We want a stable home and that is why
these people are in jail.”

lee@embassymag.ca
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Glen Shackleton, director of Haunted Walks Inc. in Ottawa, says he’s had to come up with new
methods of attracting Canadian visitors since foreign tourists, particularly Americans, haven’t been
coming up as much as before.

Fewer U.S.

Continued from Page 1

a competitive edge, he had to find means of
attracting customers within Canada.

“We started to offer discounts to repeat
customers and appeal to their sense of fam-
ily,” says Mr. Shackleton, director of Haunted
Walks Inc.

According to the Tourism Industry
Association of Canada, between 2000 and
2005, the number of American tourists visit-
ing Canada has gone down by 28 per cent.
Same day visits, normally around border
areas, have also gone down by 44 per cent in
the same period.

It is a story Sean Jensen, owner of 1000
Islands Kayaking Co. in Gananoque, a town
in southeastern Ontario, knows all too well.
Sixty per cent of his clientele used to come
from upper New York State, but now that
number is more like 10 per cent.

“The numbers went down most notice-
ably last year,” he says. Like Mr. Shackleton,
Mr. Jensen decided to focus on the local mar-
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ket, spreading his outreach methods to large
urban centres like Toronto and Ottawa.

Both men appear to have weathered the
storm, but Canada’s tourism industry is still
reeling from the effects of a low number of
foreign visitors to the country.

Less than 2.4 million Americans visited
Canada in September, according to figures
from Statistics Canada. This represents a
drop of 0.6 per cent from August. Overall,
the number of foreign tourists to Canada fell
by 0.8 per cent in September compared to
August.

Elsewhere, the hit is felt most in the plac-
es where tourists board: The hotel industry.

“It's a big hit,” says Tony Pollard, presi-
dent of the Hotel Association of Canada.

“Hotel occupancy is down 30 per cent in
the last three years because of reduced visits
from the United States,” he says, adding that
research has shown that American tourists
have a tendency of coming to Canada more
frequently than tourists from other parts
of the world. However, the “hit” doesn’t
impact all places equally. Border locations
like Windsor, Niagara Falls, Vancouver and
Montreal were affected more than Edmonton
and Calgary.

The hotel industry has had to find new
ways to attract customers, says Mr. Pollard,
concentrating on the local market and pro-
moting local attractions in a manner that
appeals to Canadians. The result is that hotel
occupancy shot up by 64 per cent this year,
and Mr. Pollard projects that next year it will
rise to 65 per cent.

Rebate Cut ‘Self Inflicted Wound’

The Tourism Industry Association of
Canada says an increase in the value of the
Canadian dollar (which has risen by 40 per
cent since 2002), border delays, anti-ter-
ror measures, increase in the cost of fuel
and passport requirements for visitors are
factors slowing down visits from foreign
tourists.

Other factors include an insufficient
budget to market Canadian tourism abroad
and the emergence of new exotic destina-
tions in Asia.

In September, the Conservative govern-
ment announced that it was ending a GST
rebate program for foreign visitors, arguing
that the cut will save the country $78.8 mil-
lion. Tourism industry officials criticized the
move, saying it will affect Canadian tourism
negatively. Rebate programs for foreign visi-
tors have existed in virtually all OECD coun-
tries since the 1980s and have been cited for
encouraging tourism.

Chris Jones, vice president of
Public Affairs for the Tourism Industry
Association of Canada, says cutting the
rebate program is a “self inflicted wound”
on Canadian tourism and it will have far
reaching repercussions.

Last week, the Tourism Industry
Association of Canada suggested that instead
of canceling the rebate program, the govern-
ment should allow the tourism industry to
run a privatized version to cut down the
administrative costs and minimize the nega-
tive economic impact.

Mr. Jones also called on the govern-
ment to increase the budget for marketing
Canadian tourism by $100 million.

Tourism generated $15.3 billion in rev-
enues and employed more than half a mil-
lion Canadians last year. Expenditures by
international and domestic business and
leisure travelers amounted to $62.7 billion
in 2005, according to the Tourism Industry
Association of Canada.

Mr. Jones says the association has
been lobbying government officials and he
says the response has been sympathetic
so far.

“They are beginning to understand that
the tourism industry is going through hard
times.”
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