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Poland stays the course

Celebrating Constitution Day this week,
Poland’s Embassy to Ottawa was not thrown off
balance by the Sunday resignation of Prime
Minister Leszek Miller and his cabinet.The
interim Polish government is headed by for-
mer Finance Minister Marek Belka, who
will likely face a confidence vote in the
autumn. Through the tumult the Foreign
Minister, Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz,
reclaimed his portfolio and with it a steady
course for Polish foreign policy. Slawomir
Kowalski, Second Secretary at the Ottawa
Embassy, told Embassy newsweekly that
despite the fall of the government, foreign pol-
icy initiatives,including support of the U.S.posi-
tion is Iraq, would continue. He pointed out,
however, that the Polish position, though sup-
portive, differs from the U.S. role. “The Polish
position,”he said,“calls for more dialogue.”

Winners’ Circle

At a luncheon held May 3 at the National
Press Club in honour of World Press Freedom
Day, the winners of the International Editorial
Cartoon Competition were announced. First
Prize was awarded to Alessandro Gatto of Italy,
Second Prize was given to Luc Vermeersch of
Belgium, and Aristides Esteban Guerrero of
Cuba received Third Prize. The cartoonists
were asked to submit entries on the theme,
“The  Internet and Freedom of Expression and
Access Issues.”

PM Launches One-Stop Shop in D.C.
While in Washington, D.C. last week, Prime

Minister Paul Martin unveiled details of a
new public advocacy and legislative secretari-
at to be housed at the Canadian Embassy
there. The office will work with Canadian par-
liamentarians, provinces and territories to
coordinate and provide logistical support for
outreach and advocacy efforts aimed at U.S.
legislators. Representatives of individual
provinces and territories will be able to work
from a single location, which will also assist
visiting parliamentary committees.
Additionally, the secretariat will facilitate regu-
lar,non-partisan news briefings on Canada-U.S.
issues. It is expected to be fully operational by
the fall of this year. Mr. Colin Robertson, cur-
rently Canada’s Consul-General in Los Angeles,
will head the secretariat.

New G8 Africa Commission

Canadian Finance Minister Ralph
Goodale participated in the first meeting of a
new G-8 Africa Commission in London May 3.
Convened at the request of British PM Tony
Blair, the panel is getting to work on drafting
an anti-poverty agenda and small-business
stimulus plan for Africa. Others serving on the
Commission include British Chancellor of
the Exchequer Gordon Brown, South
African Finance Minister Trevor Manuel,
and Sir Bob Geldof, the musician and human
rights activist. Britain will host the G-8 Summit
in 2005,and this panel is seen as a move by the
British prime minister to revive the Africa agen-
da introduced by Canada’s Jean Chrétien at
the Kananaskis G-8 meeting in 2002.

Four ‘Mores’ to Fight Hate
Senator Jerry Grafstein, addressing the

Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe Conference on Anti-Semitism in Berlin
last week, outlined what he called the ‘Four
mores’ required to fight anti-Semitic hate
crimes. In his dual capacity as an officer of the
OSCE (the senator serves as Treasurer and
Head of the Liberal, Democratic/ Reform
group  of the OSCE Parliament)  and member
of the Canadian delegation to the conference,
the senator addressed the assembly, urging
more statistics and documentation of hate
crimes, more specialized law enforcement,
more education of young people, and more
restraint in the media to stop the spread of
anti-Semitic material. Quoting Winston
Churchill, he urged that the OSCE meeting be
“not the end, but the beginning of the begin-
ning”of the effort.

Canada Reclaims UN Human Rights Seat
Foreign Affairs Minister Bill Graham

announced on May 4 that Canada has again
been elected to serve on the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR), for
a two-year term.The stint on the UNCHR will
run from 2005-2007, and Canada has been a
member of the commission for 24 of the last
28 years. Although Canada is not presently a
member of the commission, it has co-spon-
sored more than 30 resolutions and
remained active in negotiations on all the
significant issues before the UN working
group.

Déjà vu?
A Vancouver refuge for the needy is

expanding its definition of ‘disadvantaged’ to
include draft dodgers.As American politicians
and citizens debate reintroducing the military
draft, Sisters Victoria Marie and Sarah
Bjorkinas, who run Samaritan House, have
publicly declared they’ll welcome Americans
evading the draft.Canada took in thousands of
draft dodgers during the Vietnam War.

However, today’s laws make it tougher.Refugee
applicants must prove they’ll face persecution,
not just prosecution, in the U.S. As well, land-
ed immigrant applications must be made from
outside Canada.

EU Talks Resume
The EU’s enlargement celebrations have

wrapped up, leaving the body with the task of
resuming negotiations on its draft Constitution.
Officials from all 25 member states began a
new round of meetings in Dublin on May 4,
continuing to hammer out details of the treaty
blueprint.These talks are intended to produce
agreement on all but the most sensitive consti-
tutional issues in front of a formal meeting of
foreign ministers on May 17. EU leaders have
committed themselves to wrapping up the
whole of the Constitution negotiations by the
end of their summit in June, when they are
scheduled to discuss the composition of the
European Parliament. The constitutional talks
collapsed six months ago, but have been revi-
talized by the efforts of current EU President
Bertie Ahern.
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Every Picture Tells A Story
Thousands of words have been written describing the April visit of the Dalai Lama to

Parliament Hill.This unofficial state visit culminated in a rare display of harmony and accord,
as Parliamentarians worked together up until the last minute to ensure a proper welcome for
His Holiness.Compare the photograph below,taken in 1990,on the occasion of the Dalai Lama’s
last visit to Ottawa. Now, take a look at the already-famous picture, above, of His Holiness being
greeted by  hundreds of well-wishers on Parliament Hill, flanked by two RCMP officers in full
dress regalia. The approval for the red serge uniforms came less than four hours before the
arrival ceremony, and was the culmination of persistent efforts by Parliamentary staff.

PHOTO BY JEAN-MARC CARISSE WHOSE SHOW CHASING THE BEAT RUNS UNTIL JUNE 19 AT THE HEIDI
HOLLINGER STUDIO, 4928 SHERBROOKE ST. W. OPEN MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY.

PHOTOGRAPH BY CHRIS DIOTTE

PHOTOGRAPH BY JAKE WRIGHT, EMBASSY

PHOTOGRAPH FROM HILL TIMES FILES

Alessandro Gatto, Italy

Greeting His Holiness, from L-R: Const. Wendy Smith, Sen. Consiglio Di Nino, Mr. Herb Davis, Hon.
David Kilgour, Const. Yvon Brault



By Sarah McGregor

Shoring up support from Canadian legislators,
public policy experts, and academics in sup-
port of a dispute that dates from the 19th-cen-

tury has been at the top of the agenda for Bolivian
Ambassador Carlos Antonio Carrasco since he pre-
sented his credentials April 20.His daily effort to get
the ear of decision-makers is a final push in
advance of the 34th Organization of American
States (OAS) Assembly in Quito, Ecuador, June 6-9.

At issue? The 1879 War of the Pacific led to the
Chilean annexation of territory that once gave
mountainous Bolivia access to the Pacific Ocean.
Bolivia is now asking Chile to sit down for discus-
sions on the possibility of returning even a small
portion of the territory so that the landlocked
nation can once more enjoy open access to a sea-
port, explains Dr. Carrasco. Bolivia is contesting the
“occupation” through the OAS, which pledged in
1979 and again in 1983 that the two countries
should meet to discuss the disputed territory, of
which Chile professes rightful ownership, explains
Dr. Carrasco.

La Paz, Bolivia’s capital, already has the public
support of some political heavy hitters, including
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan. At home,
Bolivians feel so passionately about reclaiming the
territory that the issue contributed in part to the res-
ignation of their own government last year, and Dr.
Carrasco fears tensions could lead elsewhere.
“Negotiations prevent conflict,” he says. Carrasco
expects the matter will emerge near the top of the
OAS Assembly schedule – alongside discussions of
how to achieve hemispheric stability in Haiti,
Venezuela, and Colombia. He is urging Canada, a
member of the OAS, to weigh in as an honest bro-
ker.“Canada has an outstanding moral personality
in international affairs because it has no pending
problems in the Americas,” he says, adding,“I want
to build up Canadian support for this cause the

same as the apartheid in South Africa.”He
declines to specify names,but says he has
already mobilised support.

And it’s only his third week on the
job.Already it’s evident that it may be dif-
ficult to keep up with Dr. Carrasco, who
brings half a century of diplomatic, aca-
demic and political experience to his
new post.

Dr. Carrasco began his diplomatic
career in 1954 as Second Secretary of the
Bolivian Embassy in London, England,
and later served as Ambassador to
Portugal and Tunis, and most recently,
France. He has been involved with
UNESCO in a number of capacities, and
served as its  director for Latin America
and The Caribbean. Remarkably, the mar-
ried father of two grown children still
found time to be elected twice as a
Member of Parliament in Bolivia, serving
as Minister of Information and Sports,and
as Minister of Education and Culture. He
boasts a long list of honours and distinc-
tions, is a prolific author of books related
to international politics, and is fluent in
Spanish, French, English, with a working
knowledge of German and Portuguese.
He has studied and lectured at leading
academic institutions all over the world,
and received his doctorate in political sci-
ence from the University of Paris. Now, Dr.

Carrasco is intent on achieving a whole new spec-
trum of goals.

On the economic front, Bolivia is Canada’s
ninth-largest trade partner in South America, and
Dr.Carrasco says he would like to boost the amount
of two-way business.A second aim is to expand the
dialogue on issues related to bilateral cooperation.
To this end, he hopes to work closely with the
Canadian International Development Agency to
discuss the role non-governmental organizations
can play. “We are going to meet with all of the NGOs
present (here and tied to) Bolivia to try and organ-
ize a means of information and feedback,” he says.

While Bolivia’s economy is growing at an annu-
al rate of about 2.8 per cent, the majority of the
country’s eight million inhabitants live in poverty.As
it stands, the Canada-Bolivia relationship is largely
based on a significant aid program, according to
the Canadian Trade Commissioner Service.The lat-
est figures show Canada contributes over $20 mil-
lion in annual assistance,and Bolivia was one of 10
heavily indebted poor countries to receive debt
forgiveness in 2000.

Dr. Carrasco praises Canada’s assistance as “no
strings attached, very punctual, and very useful.”He
says his stay in Canada so far has been a pleasant
experience,and he looks forward to what the future
holds.“I feel very honoured to represent Bolivia in
Canada. I think we have a lot of room to increase
the relationship between the two countries,” he
says.“I’m particularly impressed by the hospitality
and friendliness, as well as the transparency, in this
country.”

Dr.Carrasco says he will continue devoting most
of his energy to the historical claim. The head of
mission is even personally pursuing a solution with
his Chilean counterpart on Canadian soil. He initi-
ates this by way of a challenge through Embassy:“I
challenge the Chilean Ambassador to discuss this
with me,”he says.
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The situation in Iraq is “disintegration
verging on collapse,” said Richard
Holbrooke,former US ambassador to

the United Nations,on the last day of April.
It was a month that saw more American
troops killed than during last year’s inva-
sion, a decisive US defeat in the siege of
Falluja, and horrific revelations about the
torture and sexual abuse of Iraqi prisoners
by both American and British soldiers. It
may be years yet before the helicopters
pluck the last Americans off the roof of the
Baghdad embassy (or a post-Bush admin-
istration might still manage a more grace-
ful exit),but basically the game is up.

One hundred and thirty-eight
American soldiers were killed in Iraq in
April, and over a thousand wounded. The
ABC network’s decision to devote its
‘Nightline’ programme on Friday to show-
ing pictures and reading out the names of
the 721 American soldiers who have died
in Iraq was not driven by hostility to the
Bush administration. The producers were
just responding to what their audience was
feeling — but it spoke
volumes about the state
of American public
opinion.

Meanwhile, any
hope of getting the con-
sent of Iraqis to a per-
manent US military and
political presence in
the country has gone
gurgling down the
drain. It is still not clear
who ordered the siege
of Falluja in response to
the killing and mutila-
tion of four American
‘security contractors’ (mercenaries) at the
end of March,but it was a blunder that will
be studied in military staff colleges for
decades to come, the lesson being: when
there is no way that you can succeed, it is
wiser not to reveal your weakness by trying
and failing.

There was no way that US Marines
could occupy Falluja and destroy the local
resistance forces without killing thousands
of Iraqis,most of them civilians. There was
no way that they could ever identify and
capture the men who killed and mutilated
the ‘contractors’. Besieging the city was an
emotional response that made no military
or political sense, as they only realised
about three weeks too late.

‘They’ may be Paul Bremer’s occupa-
tion regime in Baghdad, or it may be the
micro-managers back in the Pentagon
who persistently usurp command func-
tions in Iraq; the inquest that will finally lay
the blame for this fatal move will only hap-
pen after US troops retreat from Iraq
months or years from now. But in only one
month they have inadvertently succeeded
in reviving Iraqi pride and national identi-
ty on the basis of a shared anti-
Americanism, and given the whole Arab
and Muslim world nightly television les-
sons in how popular resistance can defeat
US power.

After the first week’s fighting killed the
better part of a thousand people in Falluja

(with Arab TV crews in the city making it
clear that a high proportion of the victims
were civilians killed by American snipers),
somebody in the US occupation forces
realised the extent of the disaster and
insisted on the talks that eventually let the
US forces walk away without launching
their final assault. But the price, by then,
was handing the city over to a locally-born
general, Jassim Mohammed Saleh, who
was commanding one of Saddam
Hussein’s Republican Guards divisions
only thirteen months ago, and to a force
consisting entirely of former Iraqi soldiers
living in the city.

General Saleh drove into Falluja on
Friday wearing his old Iraqi army uniform
and waving the old Iraqi flag that the pup-
pet ‘Iraqi Governing Council’ has just abol-
ished. The people of Falluja had “rejected”
the US Marines, he said, and both he and
local US Marine commanders made it
clear that the new emergency military
force would include some of the resistance
fighters in the city. On Sunday the chair-

man of the US Joint
Chiefs of Staff,
General Richard
Myers, insisted that
General Saleh had
not yet been given
the job, but that just
put the extent of the
disarray in the US
military on public
display.

Falluja has
become a no-go zone
for American troops,
and that is also the
likely outcome of the

parallel showdown in the holy city of Najaf
between American troops and the militia
of radical Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr.
Making these deals does less damage to
the US position than plowing on with
unwinnable confrontations, but the dam-
age has already been very great. The
whole Arab world is absorbing the lesson
that US military power has its limits — at
the same time as it seethes in fury and
humiliation at the brutal abuse of Iraqi
prisoners by US and British forces.

One picture says it all: a 21-year-old
female American soldier grinning cockily
at the camera, a cigarette dangling from
her mouth, as she points in mockery at a
naked male Iraqi prisoner who is being
forced to masturbate by his captors. You
could not come up with an image better
calculated to enrage and alienate Muslim
opinion if you hired all the ad agencies in
the world.

So the entire US neo-conservative
adventure in the Middle East, never very
plausible, is now doomed, though it will
drag on in a broken-backed way for some
time to come. Even the option of handing
Iraq over to the United Nations and replac-
ing American troops there with Muslim
troops under UN command, still viable a
month ago, will soon be foreclosed unless
UN officials take a firmer stand against the
occupation regime. It is going to get very
messy.

GWYNNE DYER

Iraq: It’s All Over Now

... they have
inadvertently
succeeded in

reviving Iraqi pride
and national

identity on the
basis of a shared

anti-Americanism

A Port 
Without A Storm

Bolivian ambassador Carlos Antonio Carrasco is seeking a
diplomatic solution to a 125 year-old dispute

PHOTOGRAPH BY SARAH MCGREGOR, EMBASSY
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Democracy can so be imposed
by an occupying power. The
British did it in India. It’s pretty

rough and ready and there was a peri-
od when it was suspended by martial
law. But it’s worked pretty well.

The press is free.The debates in the
Lok Sabba, or Parliament, are raucous.
Governments defeated at the polls
actually give up power.More creatively
still, Indian-style democracy – now
midway through an election that will
take a total of five weeks to complete
– has served to tame a radical ethnic
party and turn it into a representative
of all the people.

The incumbent Bharatiya Janata
party, or Hindu nationalist party,
shocked observers five years ago
when it defeated the long-entrenched,
secular,Congress Party.Today, its leader
Atal Behari Vajpayee, who is highly
regarded throughout the country (as
well as in India’s old enemy, Pakistan)
is generally expected to win re-elec-
tion as prime minister.

For a long time after independence
in 1948, India didn’t have that much to
brag about but for its democracy,
except for its military strength and
later for its nuclear weapons. In 1991,
China edged ahead of India in living
standards, and ever since it has forged
further ahead with the world’s fastest
growth rate.

No longer. Late last year, the invest-
ment firm Goldman Sachs came out
with a global economic forecast.

Growth in the six largest industrial
economies,such as the U.S.,Japan and
Germany, would soon slow to a crawl,
it predicted. In the now booming
developing economies of China and
Brazil, and also of Russia, growth
would slow down considerably.

The exception, according to
Goldman Sachs, would be India. Each
year for the next half-century it would
roar along at a growth of 6 per cent.

India has always had the potential
for this kind of growth.A huge – now 1
billion strong – domestic market. Lots
of English speakers. Lots of university
graduates. Highly talented individuals
– think of all those writers, from
Salman Rushdie to Indo-Canadians
like Rohinton Mistry.But there was also
protectionism, and so an intense regu-
lation of the economy. Also, an infa-
mously inefficient bureaucracy and
an immense amount of corruption.All
this kept India bound down like a
giant enmeshed in bindings it had
wrapped around itself.

Two things have changed: India has

opened itself up to the world. It’s
signed on to the World Trade
Organization. Next year, for example, it
will, for the first time,recognize foreign
patents,which is going to have a trans-
formational effect on its pharmaceuti-
cals industry.

The other change agent could be
described as the Indian version of
China’s secret economic
ingredient.One reason China moved
so fast once it opened itself up was
because it had the advantage of all
those highly successful Chinese busi-
nessmen in North America and
Europe – no less so in Taiwan and in
much of southeast Asia – whom its
own businessmen could use as role
models.As they now are doing.

India’s equivalent has been the
incredible success story of Indian
immigrants in the U.S. high-tech indus-
try.In Silicon Valley,40 per cent of infor-
mation technology corporate start-ups
have been by Indo-Americans.Of
these entrepreneurs, an extraordinary
200,000 are now millionaires, or about
one in 10 of all Indian immigrants to
the U.S.

Quite a few of them have gone
back to India, where they not only
started up local industries but brought
with them the vital assets of know-how
and contacts, and, of course, invest-
ment funds.

Now, “outsourced” American jobs
are following them. The consulting
firm Forrester Research has forecast
that 3.3 million American high-tech
jobs will move abroad by 2015,with 70
per cent moving to India.

India still has lots of aches and
pains. It’s hobbled by a huge bureau-
cracy and protectionism still abounds.
It attracts comparatively little foreign
investment (far less than China).But at
last it is actually moving: Some 150
million Indians have now joined the
global middle class. And it’s also mov-
ing in foreign affairs.As is well enough
known, a recent Indian initiative has
significantly cooled the temperature
between itself and Pakistan.

Less attention has been paid –
because it isn’t dramatic – to the
improvement in U.S.-India relations.
For once, Washington has performed
with diplomatic skill: Vajpayee now
describes the two as “natural allies.”For
the first time ever, American and
Indian troops have conducted joint
exercises, in Alaska.

China fascinates everyone. A lot
more people should keep their eye on
India.

RICHARD GWYN

Watch India

Bert M. L. Witte, Netherlands for the National Press Club Freedom of the Press competition.
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We hope the case of Bhupinder Liddar is not swamped in the wake of a federal election. Election or no
election, Mr. Liddar continues to live in a strange purgatory imposed on him by unknown forces.

Ottawa’s diplomatic community– in which Mr.Liddar remains in generally high regard– is alive with rumors
and suspicions about Mr. Liddar’s tormentors. For to be  publicly offered a ranking diplomatic job and then
have it snatched away without explanation is a kind of torment.A subtle torment, but one nonetheless.

Several diplomats have expressed their dismay at the case and more than one has said they have a hard
time believing such a thing could happen in Canada.“Third world, yes,”said one,“but Canada?”

There are two obvious solutions to the Bhupinder Liddar case:
If there is truly something in Mr. Liddar’s file that would honestly prevent him from serving Canada as the

consul general to Chandigarh it should be revealed to him by a cabinet minister.This gives Mr.Liddar the oppor-
tunity to know the nature of the defaming information held against him.At least he may then be able to defend
his public reputation. Once that is done he should be free to get on with his life – while pursuing the govern-
ment for a large cash settlement, for a job promised but not delivered.

If,on the other hand,the material in Mr.Liddar’s file is (as was reported in The Hill Times) worthless,the same
minister should offer Mr. Liddar a sincere apology for the mess that has been made of this posting (and Mr.
Liddar’s life). Once this is done it might be a good idea to beg Mr. Liddar to accept the post he was given on
October 21, 2003.

Whether Mr. Liddar would or should choose to accept the post is another thing altogether.
–Jim Creskey

The Case of Bhupinder Liddar
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Kind Words
EMBASSY is a wonderful and most wel-

come contribution to diplomacy in Ottawa,
an important capital where the countries of
the world are well represented reflecting the
importance of Canada in international
affairs.

Thank you are the historic first issue of

April 28th, 2004 and may success accompany
your worthwhile endeavor and contribution
to bring all of us closer.

All the best!
Juan Esteban Aguirre

Ambassador
Embajada del Paraguay

Canada

Homeward Bound
Congratulations on producing a timely

addition to the "home-town read". Ottawa
will no doubt greatly benefit from deeper and
more public engagement with the significant
bench strength of the resident international
community.

I'm returning to Ottawa this summer, fol-

lowing this assignment, and you have made
the city an even more attractive place!

Best regards, 
Bob Paquin 

First Secretary 
Political Relations & Public Affairs 

Canadian High Commission 
Singapore  

Letters
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Just two weeks  after accepting the credentials
of four new ambassadors to Canada on April
20, Her Excellency, Governor General

Adrienne Clarkson, hosted another formal cere-
mony  at her Rideau Hall residence to welcome
four distinguished diplomats on Tuesday,May 4.

The new High Commissioner of Bangladesh,
Rafiq Ahmed Khan, arrived in Ottawa on
Tuesday,April 27. In addition to his Master’s degree
in International Relations which he obtained from
the University of Dhaka in 1967,Mr.Khan has taken
numerous courses internationally in subjects relat-
ed to foreign affairs, politics, and diplomacy. He
joined the Bangladeshi Foreign Service in 1971 at
the age of 26, working as a Protocol officer until
1975. Mr. Khan has repeatedly  returned to the
department throughout his diplomatic career. His
first overseas posting was to London, where he
served as Second,then First,Secretary at his coun-
try’s High Commission from 1975 to 1980.His pro-
motions continued along with his postings when
he became the First Secretary and Counsellor at
the Bangladeshi Embassy in Myanmar in the early
1980s.Mr.Khan has also represented his homeland
in Jakarta and New York. Most recently, Mr. Khan
was in New York as Bangladesh’s Consul General,
with the rank of Ambassador.

Perko Vukotic’s credentials were also accept-
ed by Her Excellency on May 4. He is the new
ambassador of Serbia and Montenegro. An elec-
trical engineer by training, Dr.Vukotic studied  at
the University of Pogorica in Yugoslavia, and
received his doctorate from the University of
Belgrade (1982). He lectured at the University of
Montenegro for over 30 years,receiving numerous
promotions and  teaching in diverse departments
such as the School of Technical Science, the
Faculty of Science and Mathematics, and the
School of Metallurgy. He has preformed and pub-
lished extensive research in the field of gamma-
spectrometry, neutron activation analysis, and
radioecology. Beyond his academic career, Dr.
Vukotic,59,also has political experience  as a par-
liamentary representative, though he has not held
any political membership since 1990. Dr.Vukotic
speaks English, French and Italian, and is a mem-
ber of numerous scientific organizations. This is
his first ambassadorship.

Two other ambassadors to Canada were also
greeted, though they will reside in Washington,
D. C. and Toronto, respectively. Ibrahim M.
Kamara is the High Commissioner for the
Republic of Sierra Leone. Mr. Kamara’s curriculum
vitae lists ambassadorships  to Cuba, Ethiopia,

Israel, Kenya, Korea, Lesotho, Madagascar,
Mozambique, Tanzania, Trinidad and Tobago,
Uganda  and Zambia. He also has experience as
Sierra Leone’s permanent representative to the
United Nations in New York.Mr.Kamara is educat-
ed in land surveying sciences,which he studied in
England and in Sierra Leone,and was involved in
federal politics from the late 1970s into the 1990s.

Daw Penjo is the Ambassador of the
Kingdom of Bhutan, whose consular office is
located in Toronto. In 1980 Mr. Penjo began his
career in foreign affairs, and has since served in
his country’s department of Bilateral Affairs. He
has worked at the Bhutan Embassy in India, and
has been his country’s permanent representative
and ambassador to the United Nations in both
Geneva and New York. This year he was elected
Vice President for ECOSOC, the UN’s economic
and social council.

Another relatively recent addition to Ottawa’s
diplomatic community was in March when
Iswayudha joined the Embassy of Indonesia as
its new Counsellor. Mr. Iswayudha, who like many
Indonesians bears only one name, joined the
department of Foreign Affairs one year after
receiving his Master’s degree in law from the
University of Indonesia, in Jakarta (1985). He
worked on affairs relating to foreign security until
1990 when he became the Third Secretary for
Media Affairs at the Indonesian Embassy in
London. His next foreign posting was to Pakistan
where he served as First Secretary for Consular
Affairs at the Indonesian Consulate General in
Karachi. Since 2002 Mr. Iswayudha has been the
deputy director at the Directorate for the
Protection of Overseas Indonesian Citizens.

“Diplomatic Circles” also notes distinguished
visitors to the embassies and high commissions in
Ottawa.On Friday,May 7 the Mexican ambassador,
Her Excellency Maria Teresa Garcia Segovia, will
host  a private luncheon at her residence on Island
Park Drive for Francisco Garrido, governor  of
Queretaro.Mr.Garrido and his delegation are visit-
ing both Toronto and Ottawa this week to meet
with a variety of business people  to promote
investments in this growing industrial state located
close to Mexico City.

Each week, “Diplomatic Circles” will feature
arrivals and departures in Ottawa’s diplomatic
community. Submissions are welcomed. Please
email us at news@embassymag.ca.

Clearly committed...
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H o m e  F u r n i s h i n g s

GRAND OPENING
May 8, 2004

Ottawa’s Finest Home Furnishings

1280 Old Innes Rd. (5 minutes South of St. Laurent Shopping Center) - 745-1230
Home Furnishings - Lighting - Home Accessories - Bedding - Professional Design Services

10290961

Baker

DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES
By Christina Leadlay

On Tuesday, May 4, Her Excellency accepted credentials from (clockwise top left): His Excellency Rafiq
Ahmed Khan, Ambassador for the People's Republic of Bangladesh; His Excellency Perko Vukotic,
Ambassador of Serbia and Montenegro; His Excellency Ibrahim M. Kamara, High Commissioner for the
Republic of Sierra Leone; and His Excellency Daw Penjo, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bhutan.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MCPL CINDY MOLYNEAUX

Correction
The credential photographs on last week’s Diplomatic
Circles were taken by Sgt Eric Jolin, DND
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By Sarah McGregor

The Canadian Foreign Service is hoping
to revamp its recruitment and reten-
tion processes in a bid to make it one

of the most prestigious employment oppor-
tunities in Canada within the next five years,
according to Chief Trade Commissioner, Ken
Sunquist. As early as this summer, the
Service is proposing to implement a new sys-
tem of promoting people. This  new system
would introduce a four-level classification
system,up from the two-level model in place
now, says Sunquist, who is also the Assistant
Deputy Minister of International Business.
This new reclassification scheme, according
to Sunquist, is aimed at giving officers a
greater opportunity to advance in their
careers, and is intended to financially
reward those in the talent pool who have
greater experience and skills. However, the
plan is being met with some resistance from
the association representing Canada’s more
than 1,500  foreign service officers.

The Foreign Service is proposing the
introduction of four working levels to assign
its officers: FS1 (three-year entry level posi-
tion); FS2 (general working level); FS3 (sen-
ior working level); and FS4 (reserved for spe-
cialists), says Ken Sunquist. He expects that
this new system will attract the expertise of
those in other departments to make lateral
entries into FS2, FS3 or even FS4 levels,
appealing to some of the brightest minds in
government. In addition, it is anticipated that
a lateral entry competition into the Foreign
Service group will launch in the fall but the
details are not yet public, according to
Kimberly Phillips,a spokesperson for Foreign
Affairs.“There is more room for promotion,
the salary bands obviously go up… and so
this responds to the employees’need for pro-
motions, to salary issues, and responds to
management’s needs to have the right peo-
ple,” adds Sunquist. To implement this plan,
the Department has taken stock of every
Foreign Officer position, drawn up a job
description and reclassified the ranks, he
explains. But he admits that rolling out the
plan might be met,“with great difficulty.”

The framework will not be accepted
without fundamental changes, and is the
major stumbling block in reaching a new
collective agreement to replace one that
expired in June 2003, confirms Ron
Cochrane, executive director of the
Professional Association of Foreign Service
Officers (PAFSO). At issue is the distribution
of jobs within the system. Cochrane says the
association would like to see more positions
at FS4, the highest salary bracket, in line with
a standardized government scale. Another
problem is the plan of conversion that will
place employees into a ranking that makes it
difficult for new recruits to advance quickly

because they’ll be required to wait for those
in the upper echelons to free up a spot, says
Cochrane.“We as an association will never
voluntarily accept this new classification
plan as it’s being proposed,”he said.

A looming sore point, lateral entry allows
people in other professional groups to
leapfrog over experienced Foreign Service
officers into positions within the FS group,he
says.The Foreign Service is among the lowest
paid professional groups, but government
regulations dictate that lateral entries bring
their salary – which is often higher than the
amount a FS officer in the same job is eligi-
ble to receive,says Cochrane. “What message
are you sending to the people at the bottom?
Don’t bother applying for the Foreign
Service?”he asks.

However,Cochrane does praise the depart-
ment for responding to calls to improve the
unpopular employee appraisal process.

In the coming year, Ken Sunquist  antici-
pates that the Foreign Affairs and International
Trade departments’ highly contentious per-
formance appraisal system – one that sets out
objectives  for individual employees – will
become more results-oriented. A departmen-
tal survey conducted at this time last year
shows that unhappiness with the performance
appraisals is at a critical level,with only 4.7 per
cent of employees expressing satisfaction.But
the appraisal process is already changing at
the executive levels and will continue to move
down the ranks, says Sunquist. The improve-
ments are intended to address critical short-
comings in the Foreign Service identified by
this latest survey and by two similar exercises
conducted in the past six years,which identify
human resources-related issues as a major
source of discontent. “We’d really want to be
seen as one of the best employers in the next
five years,”says Sunquist.

The recruitment process is one area of the
Service that hasn’t changed with the times,
acknowledges Sunquist.Currently, the Foreign
Service conducts campus recruitment cam-
paigns every fall, wherein thousands of grad-
uates submit applications. From that pool,
only a few hundred are selected to write the
challenging Foreign Service exams. Between
50 and 60 applicants make the final cut.The
problem with this process, says Sunquist, is
that the recruitment campaign focuses too
narrowly on a small number of graduates
from a smattering of academic faculties. It
doesn’t take into account a generation less
likely to become career public servants fresh
from university.“If you recruit just on a cam-
pus,are you missing a whole group of people
who may have finished university and gone –
just for an example – off to Korea and done
three years of teaching the English language?
They come back,and with a chance they may
even speak Korean, they have overseas expe-

rience, yet your whole recruitment process
has been around the universities,”he says.

Also under consideration in time for the
annual fall recruitment campaign is a plan
to more aggressively target professionals in
fields that are at present poorly represented
in the ranks of the Foreign Service, Sunquist
says, including those who have extensive
experience working and studying abroad, or
who are fluent in multiple languages.

Sunquist says the department has been
conducting focus groups to determine the
best method to spread the word beyond
campus career counsellors’offices.Speaking
engagements, advertising strategies targeted
to specific trade journals or industry litera-
ture, and acting on the recommendations of
professors in order to “cherry-pick” possible
contenders are just some of the techniques
being discussed, said Sunquist.

He even entertains the idea of an
approach used by some foreign countries.
“Other countries use interchange – go to large
international companies and say,‘do you have
a couple of young, bright people that would
like a one-time assignment, foreign affairs or
somewhere overseas?’ Or that could be
NGOs,” he says.“What is the problem getting
someone for four to six years? – we’re already
doing that with people who are leaving.”

The department is making other changes
that will likely impress employees. Sunquist
says the department is working on creating
posted competencies, which are essentially
the detailed skill sets required for each
assignment abroad, which  will add trans-
parency to the appointment process. These
competencies will set the bar by which can-
didates will qualify for postings.

“In the old days, I’m not saying it was the
old boys’ network,but how did you get to be
at that job and that place – well,was [it] who
you know as opposed to how good you
worked?,”he says.

Mr.Sunquist elaborates,“The way we’ll pro-
ceed on this is that we’ll develop a strict set [of
competencies].Your dream candidate for this
job would have these [skills], and if you end
up with the candidate that has them all, fan-
tastic. If you don’t have a candidate that
matches them all, but you have three that
come close,then you can put on your priority.”

As a senior official in International Trade
Canada, Sunquist shares responsibility with
counterparts at Foreign Affairs for the over-
sight of the Foreign Service.Sunquist himself
is nearing the end of his career after six post-
ings abroad, most recently returning from a
posting as Ambassador to Indonesia in 2001.
He says he intends to retire proud of his gen-
eration’s legacy.

“When you leave, you certainly want to
leave something that is good and not some-
thing that is falling apart,”he says.

Sore Points Loom for PAFSO

Mapping Big Changes For Foreign
Service Recruiting

Ending Human Rights
Abuses in Tibet

By David Kilgour 

On the occasion of the Dalai Lama’s recent visit
to Parliament Hill,Thubten Samdup,president
of the Canada-Tibet Committee, said “Tibet

has had enough sympathy. What we need now is
action.”One immediate step in this direction will be
taken Wednesday when the Human Rights Sub-
Committee of the House Foreign Affairs Committee
begins hearings on Tibet and human rights in China.
The scheduled witnesses are experts from Amnesty
International and the Canada-Tibet Committee.

One witness the committee should also seek to
hear is the Buddhist
nun,Ngawang Sangdrol,
26, who was last year
permitted to leave Tibet
for medical reasons and
whose case appears to
be exemplary of what is
happening to many in
Tibet.

At the age of 13, she
was sentenced to
eleven years for
demonstrating peace-
fully for a free Tibet.
Released a year or so later, following beatings with
iron pipes and having electric batons put in her
mouth,she was soon back in prison for chanting slo-
gans demanding independence. There appears to be
little doubt that similar treatment continues to await
any Tibetan who refuses to submit to the Beijing
orthodoxy on subjugation or to denounce the Dalai
Lama.

The president of the Canadian NGO Rights and
Democracy, Jean-Louis Roy, noted on the eve of the
Dalai Lama’s visit,“Silence in response to any abuse
of human rights is unacceptable and it is especially
objectionable in response to abuses that amount to
cultural genocide – as in Tibet. These abuses contin-
ue to taint Canada’s flourishing economic relation-
ship with China, not to mention our reputation as a
defender of human rights and democratic freedoms.”
Who can disagree?

The enormous public interest in the Dalai Lama’s
continuing visit to Canada should inspire all 165 MPs
and senators who signed letters to Prime Minister
Martin urging him to seek to facilitate negotiations
between China and representatives of the Tibetan
people.

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao himself declared last
year that the “door to communication between the
central government and the Dalai Lama is wide
open.”The premier and the world know that an esti-
mated one million Tibetans have died as a result of
China’s invasion in 1950; that the “Seventeen-Point
Agreement” a year later, which guaranteed limited
autonomy to Tibetans,was ignored by Beijing.

His Holiness has put forward two proposals for a
substantive negotiation process on behalf of six mil-
lion Tibetans living inside Tibet. Among those calling
for full negotiations are the European Commission
the UK, Germany and France individually and a
bipartisan consensus in the US Congress. In Canada,
the Canada-Tibet Committee has launched “The
Tibet-China Negotiation Campaign,” which calls for
our prime minister as a mediator. Pursuing this
would enhance our reduced international stature in
a world too full of violence.

David Kilgour,Member of Parliament for Edmonton
– Southeast, is Chair of the Sub-Committee on Human
Rights and International Development of the House
Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and
International Trade which meets Wednesday, May 5,
from 3:50 – 5:30 at La Promenade building 151
Sparks.Location subject to change.

David Kilgour
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th Annual
Embassy Dinner . Aberdeen Pavilion,
Lansdowne Park. 1015 Bank St. (613-
230-5182; www.watercan.com). 6:30
p.m. $100. Over 40 embassies and

high commissions will be serving up
their culinary delights in this spec-
tacular evening of food, drink and
entertainment. The Governor
GeneralÕs Foot Guards will provide
music, and there is both silent and
live auctions.

Good Bye Lenin! ByTowne
Cinema, 325 Rideau St. (613-789-
FILM; www.bytowne.ca). 4:30 p.m.,
9:05p.m. $9, $5.50 members. Through
May 9. When model socialist
Christiane wakes up from an 8
month coma, the Berlin Wall has fall-
en and East Germany is no more.
Fearing that such a shock might lit-
erally kill her, her son Alex pretends
nothing has happened, reconstruct-
ing East Germany in her bedroom. A
heart-warming political satire. Dir.
Wolfgang Becker.  2003. German with
English sub-titles.

Monsieur Ibrahim ByTowne
Cinema, 325 Rideau St. (613-789-FILM;
www.bytowne.ca). 7 p.m. $9, $5.50
members. Through May18.Based on
the play ÒMonsieur Ibrahim and the
Flowers of the Koran,Ó and starring
Omar Sharif as Ibrahim. Growing up
lonely in ParisÕ Place Pigalle, young
Momo develops an unlikely friend-
ship with a local shopkeeper,

Cinematic Magic Under the
Mexican Moon
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790 Bank Street
(at Third) In the Glebe

234-4136
www.davidsonsjewellers.com

DÕArcy McGeeÕs
44 Sparks Street
Ottawa, Ontario  K1P 5A8
Tel.: (613) 230-4433
Fax: (613) 230-3849
www.darcymcgees.ca

EMBASSY Listings

The Faces of the Moon
(Las Caras de la Luna)
Mexico, 2001
Friday, May 7, at 7PM

The third feature-length film from director Guita
Schyfter,The Faces of the Moonis an opportunity to
experience a festival within a festival. The briskly-
paced, conversationally rich film follows the inter-
action of  five women,activists and filmmakers,who
are thrown together to serve as the jury for a Latin
American womenÕs film festival. Cloistered in a
Mexico City convention centre to watch movies,
make aesthetic judgments and argue politics , these
forceful personalities soon find themselves contem-
plating the nature of their own lives.The assembled
power of the actresses is a treatÑeach makes a dis-
tinct impression within the confines of the ensem-
ble, particularly Geraldine Chaplin, as the high-
strung art historian, Joan, and Carmen Montejo, as
Mariana,a feminist matriarch in failing health.

Hugo HiriartÕs screenplay is a marvel,deftly nav-
igating between acerbic art-world chatter and
grave recollections of personal sacrifice and loss.
The cast matches the material line for line,dishing
up one-liners that are both caustically funny and

seriously opinionated. The group outing to the
Frida Kahlo museum is an ensemble set-piece to
treasure.

Interspersed with the bawdy talk are flashbacks
illustrating the courage and political commitment
of  several of the women, who are haunted by
memories of exile and imprisonment.The freedom
and worldliness of these survivors has come at a
price, and the filmÕs comedy is never completely
blithe. As these women prepare for middle age,
one of their daughters shows signs of becoming
politically radical and taking up the torchÐ inspir-
ing both worry and pride in her elders.

For film buffs, the repeated glimpses of the festi-
val jury working to award its prizes are ripe with
farce. Some of the filmÕs sharpest moments arise
from these negotiations, and the scenes of the
women, at an impasse, exhausted, re-screening
some dubious material for the umpteenth time,are
comic gold.

Ð Peter Schneider

Continued on Page 13

Film Review
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By Peter Schneider

C
hef John Leung is at work in the
kitchen at Earnscliffe,the residence of
British high commissioner David
Reddaway,his wife,Roshan Reddaway,

and two of the couple’s three children. As he
trims a pile of emerald-green asparagus spears,
he reflects on the career path that has brought
him here.“My training is a collective of my trav-
els. I did Moustache, in New York, and I was at
Daniel’s. While I was in London, I worked for
Nobu, at the Metropolitan hotel. I also worked
at Bali Sugar, the sister restaurant of The Sugar
Club. I became sous-chef at Toronto’s Four
Seasons hotel, then transferred to the Boston
Four Seasons where I was the chef de cuisine
for their five diamond restaurant. And after
that, I came home to Ottawa,where I took over
restaurant Eighteen!”

When Earnscliffe’s previous chef
decamped for the kitchen at Prime Minister
Paul Martin’s residence further up Sussex Drive
at the end of last year, the Reddaways found
themselves in the market for a culinary whiz.
Joining us in the spacious kitchen, Roshan
Reddaway explains that the solution was pre-
sented by neighbours from up the street.“John
came highly recommended to us by the gover-
nor-general and her husband,” she says. “We
had been to have lunch with them, and they
knew that we were looking for a chef. They
were very insistent that John was the best chef
that we would find.They had been to Eighteen
a number of times and tried his food, and it
had made a huge impression on them. In fact,
they even followed up. Having recommended
him to us, they called us up a few days later to
make sure we’d gone after him.”

Mr. Leung made the professional move to
Earnscliffe in January,and it has been a harmo-
nious match. Mrs.Reddaway says “John’s cook-
ing is the first time I’ve appreciated the taste of
individual things, where you don’t need mas-
sive amounts of salt and pepper and season-
ings and herbs—I don’t know what he does,but
the simplest food will have the most amazing
taste. I like that he doesn’t disguise anything.”

“That comes from proper cooking—tech-
nique is what makes the foundation of a chef,”
Leung offers.“Actually, what makes a chef can
be summarized as three things. His skill, his
taste and his technique—those all come with
time.You have to study from other chefs, and
travel.”

Mrs. Reddaway is of Iranian descent, and
met her husband in the 1970s, during his first
posting to Tehran.The culinary heritage of Iran
has recently been given new life in the
Earnscliffe kitchen. She says, “I gave John a
book of Iranian recipes, and now he makes
Iranian dishes with his own twist—I can’t say
they’re improved–traditonal Iranian food is

very nice—but his interpretations are fantastic.”
Leung comments, “You can never really

replicate a dish from another country.Here,we
cook with gas or with electric heat. In the days
when those recipes were developed,they were
cooking with wood fires. You can’t possibly
reproduce a dish without the same tempera-
tures and equipment—it would never come
out the same. There are great chefs working
now, but you can never achieve the exact orig-
inal dish,unless you could travel back in time.”

Britain, once renowned for its boiled and
bland cuisine, has been transformed into the
hub of a new global culinary culture, one that
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APRIL 28TH TO MAY 4TH 2004 • $2.75

Where does
Europe End?
Gwynne Dyer on the 
new EU

Bush Catches
Saddam Disease
Richard Gwyn weighs 
in on Iraq

Finding Hope 
in Forgiveness
Exclusive coverage from
Rwanda

Decade of Democracy

Parisian Chic 
French Fashion 
for a good cause

Hello, ILO 
Jane Stewart joins
the UN Labour Office

Diplomatic 
Circles 
Who’s New 
In Town

South Africa’s New High Commissioner Theresa Mary Solomon 
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The New British Cuisine
Chef John Leung is Cooking at Earnscliffe

Roshan Reddaway and chef John Leung in their kitchen: “Cuisine always has to evolve- you never match
a classic dish like chicken cacciatore. We all love it, it’s delicious, and it’s been done for a hundred years.
How can you possibly think you could do better? But you can put a twist to it, make it ‘your style,’ and
that’s okay, know what I mean?” – Chef John Leung. A recent Leung menu is shown, above left.

Continued on Page 14
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Monsieur Ibrahim. Dir. François
Dupeyron. 2003. French with English
sub-titles.

Saturday, May 8
Seaward Journey/El Viaje Hacia

el Mar National Archives and Library of
Canada, 395 Wellington St. (613-232-
6727;  www.cfi-icf.ca) 7 p.m. $9, $6
members. Uraguay’s official entry for
Foreign Film in the Academy Awards,
and its entry in the Latin American Film
Festival. Based on Juan Jose Morosoli’s
short story, five men visit the sea for
the first time. On the journey they
share their experiences, hopes and
dreams. Dir. Guillermo Casanova.  2003.
Spanish with English sub-titles).

Wonders of Tea Cascades Salon,
Canadian Museum of Civilization. 100,
rue Laurier, Gatineau. (819-776-7000;
www.civilizations.ca). 1 p.m. Part of
Asian Heritage Month, in collaboration
with the Chinese Canadian National
Council (Ottawa Chapter). Drink tea
and listen to experts on the signifi-
cance of the tea plant (in English). 

Fair Trade Weeks (613-759-4701;
www.transfair.ca ).Through May 15. Visit
Fair Trade kiosks in the ByWard
Market, partake in coffee roasting and
sampling at the Herb & Spice shop, 375
Bank Street, and drop by Ten Thousand
Villages, 371 Richmond Road  for
music, special events, promotions and
samples of Fair Trade products. 

NACOA Saturday Morning FYI
The National Arts Centre, 53 Elgin St.
(613-728-1486; www.nac.ca). 10 a.m –
11:30 a.m. $10, $5 students. Cellist
Thaddeus Morden performs, and
Programme Administrator Christy
Harris talks about music education in
the season finale of the National Arts
Centre Orchestra Association’s
(NACOA) Saturday Morning FYI (For
Your Information) series.
Refreshments will be served.

Sunday, May 9
The Archangel’s Feather/La

Pluma del arcangel National Archives
and Library of Canada, 395 Wellington St.
(613-232-6727;  www.cfi-icf.ca). 7 p.m. $9,
$6 members. Winner of the Audience
Award at the 2003 Miami Hispanic Film
Festival, and Venezuela’s official entry
in the Latin American Film Festival. A
mountain side village in the 1930s is
oppressed by damning telegraph mes-
sages from the national ruler. When the
old telegraph operator dies, Gabriel
takes over and starts changing the
telegrams. Dir. Luis Manzo. 2002.
Spanish with English sub-titles.

Europe Day. (www.delcan.cec.
eu.int). Formerly called Shuman Day
in honour of French Foreign Minister
Robert Shuman who, in 1950, envi-
sioned a peaceful, “united” Europe,
the member states of the European
Union celebrate Europe Day in a 
variety of ways. 

Monday, May 10
CanadaEuropa 2004. National

Library and Archives of Canada, 
395 Wellington St. (613-561-1243;
www.writersfest.com). 7 p.m.
Through May 14. Festival Passport hold-
ers only. Phil Jenkins hosts the open-
ing celebration marking the opening
night of the CanadaEuropa writers fes-
tival.

Tuesday, May 11
CanadaEuropa 2004. National

Library and Archives of Canada, 

395 Wellington St. (613-561-1243;
www.writersfest.com) 6 p.m. Through
May 14. $5, free with Festival Passport.
Journalists from England (Gary
Younge, The Guardian), The
Netherlands (Barber van de Pol, De
Volkskrant ), Canada (Graham Green,
Ottawa Citizen),  and Slovenia (Tanja
Jaklic, Delo) take part in a round-
table  discussion about the enlarged
European Union. 

CanadaEuropa 2004. National
Library and Archives of Canada, 395
Wellington St. (613-561-1243;  www.writ-
ersfest.com) 8 p.m. $12 General, $10
Student/Senior, $6 Festival Members,
Free with Festival Passport. Sean
Wilson hosts an evening of readings
and on-stage interviews with Georg M.
Oswald (Germany). Barber van de Pol
(Netherlands), Gustav Murin
(Slovakia) and Merilyn Simonds
(Canada). 
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1255 Johnston Road at Bank Street.

Mon.-Fri.
8:30am-9pm

Saturday
8:30am-6pm

OVER OVER 
300300

Vehicles!Vehicles!

Ottawa’s Top Volume CHRYSLER
retailer,with the BEST selection of 
Caravans & Grand Caravans in the 
OTTAWA VALLEY.

Condos for Sale

ATTRACTIVE NEW EDIN-
BURGH CONDO
Hardwood, private patio, 3 sided
fireplace, parking. Must see!
$244,000. 842-4981
http://condo.dhs.org

HULL
3 bedroom, 1 1/2 baths. 2 floors, 2
balconies, fireplace, hardwood
and laminate, $128,900. 773-9987

Condos for Rent

BRAND NEW DOWNTOWN
1st class, Bronson and Laurier,
6 appliances, indoor parking,
gym, pool, beautiful view over
Ottawa River, 17th Floor, 1 bed-
room and study. Unfurnished or
furnished. Day 819-953-1306;
Evening 613-254-9933.

EXECUTIVE BUNGALOW SIZE
CONDO
1625 sq. ft., heart of Byward
Market. N/E/S views. 2 bed-
rooms/bathrooms/balconies/lock
ers, 5 appliances, a/c, parking,
pool, sauna, gym, 24/7 security.
Available June 1, $2300/month.
Day 990-2757, evening 744-
8214.

LUXURY FURNISHED 2 BED-
ROOM CONDO
Spectacular river view from 25th
floor, parking, pool, sauna, pri-
vate balcony, all appliances,
prestigious Queen Elizabeth
Towers. 24/7 security, walking
distance to Parliament. Suitable
for dignitary. Available July 1.
For sale or rent. 720-5652

NEW LUXURY CONDO
The Lanesborough by Domicile
260 Besserer St. Sandy Hill, Unit
608 (N/W) 2 baths, 2 bedrooms,
living room, dining room, kitchen,
parking and locker. $1,775/mth +
utilities. Tel: 613-443-3267.

NEXT TO ROCKCLIFFE
Executive, spacious on 2 levels,
European design, spectacular
view, private entrance, patio, 1
parking. Ideal for professional.
$1395. inclusive 749-5079

QUEEN ELIZABETH TOWERS
1 bedroom, all utilities paid, high
security, 2 parking. $1080. 447-
7066, 820-5981

Houses for Rent

1 BLOCK FROM NATIONAL
GALLERY
Spacious 1/2 house, 2 bedroom,
quiet street, parking, backyard.
Available June 1. Call Pam 241-
0101.

ROCKCLIFFE MEWS
Absolutely stunning 4 bedroom,
3 baths, double garage, gour-
met kitchen, finished basement,
c/a, alarm system, $2800. plus
utilities. Immediately 232-3648.

1 Bedroom Apartments
for Rent

BYWARD MARKET

New loft, approximately 714 sq
ft, 1 bedroom plus den, 6 appli-
ances, hardwood, 11 ft high ceil-
ings, 400 sq ft terrace,
$1450/month. Days: 736-3858,
evenings after 4pm: 761-8096.

1 Bedroom Apartments
for Rent

CANAL - OLD OTTAWA
SOUTH

Beautiful large kitchen, fireplace,
parking, laundry, hardwood floors.
$850. ALL inclusive. 730-0044

CENTRETOWN

1 bedroom, newly renovated,
walk to amenities. $890/month
inclusive. Contact 233-1613.

NEW EAST MARKET LOFT
APARTMENT

$1350/month, parking and more.
613-592-1673

2 Bedroom Apartments
for Rent

2 BEDROOMS, KENT AND
SOMERSET

Brand new apartment (10th floor,
southern exposure). 2 bedrooms
(master’s ensuite), 2 baths, 5 appli-
ances, a/c, balcony, underground
parking, $1400 + hydro. May or
June. Pierre Kunstmann, 234-2178,
pierrekunstmann@sympatico.ca

BYWARD MARKET

Prestigious new bldg. Clarendon
Lanes, 2 bdrm, 2 storey, hard-
wood, fireplace, granite coun-
ters, private patios. French
doors & balconies, 5 appliances,
a/c and heat included, immed.
and later occupancy $1995-
$2595. Furnished units also
avail. 789-4094  www.claren-
donlanes.com

Furnished Rentals

BEAUTIFUL BYWARD MARKET

Prestigious new bldg.
Clarendon Lanes, 2 bdrm, 2
storey, hardwood, fireplace,
granite countertops, private
patios, French doors and bal-
conies, 5 appl. Exciting
European furnishings, a/c, heat
and hydro included. Immed.
and later occupancy starting at
$2,895. 789-4094  www.claren-
donlanes.com

HEART OF THE MARKET

Walk to Parliament, 1 or 2 bed-
room or both. All inclusive.
Short/long term, executives wel-
come. 613-824-3276.

Furnished Rentals

WALK TO MARKET

Spacious, bright, quiet 2 bed-
room + den, townhouse, a/c.
June-September $2600. inclu-
sive per month. 241-1506

Health & Beauty

NON-SURGICAL
FACELIFT/BOTANICALS
For professional women who
want a youthful face without sur-
gery. Eva 233-6789.

Lessons/Courses

ON YOUR MARK LEARNING
CENTRE
Preparation for Gov’t French
Language Tests, E.S.L., G.E.D.,
Academic Upgrading, Tutoring.
260-7575.

QUALIFIED ENGLISH
TEACHER
Available to teach in your home.
Experienced teaching children
and adults. $35/hour. Call 232-
8023.

Food & Wine

ONCLE TOM
French cuisine in a warm atmos-
phere. Courteous service for 27
years. Private lounges. 138
Wellington, Hull. 819-771-1689.

House Cleaning

MATURE EUROPEAN LADY
Likes to clean your house.
Excellent references/police
check. 249-8445

Healthcare Professionals

OTTAWA AUDIOLOGY
SERVICES
Jean Dallaire Audiologist.
Hearing test, hearing aids, con-
sulting services. 75 Bruyere.
Call 613-562-6376.

Help Wanted

WORK IN YOUR PAJAMAS!
#1 income online. Achieve your
dreams. www.dreamstogoals.com

Cottages for Rent

PEI NATIONAL PARK
2 bedroom housekeeping cot-
tages at Stanhope Beach. Quiet
setting. $650 to $850/week. Call
1-888-262-2289, email: pei-
goodview@sympatico.ca

EMBASSY Classified

Information and
advertisement

placement:

Tel. 232-2922, 
Fax. 232-9055

EMBASSY Listings
Continued from Page 11

A Continent for the Taking:
The Tragedy and Hope of
Africa
By Howard W. French
Knopf
280 pp., $38.00

Perhaps the greatest strength of
this impassioned but lucidly writ-
ten account of contemporary
Africa derives from the fact that
the author, Howard French, is both
African and American.A New York
Times reporter who also lived,
taught, and raised a family in
Africa, his perspective comes from
a long and personal engagement
with the continent and its people.

This personal connection drives
the reporting in this book; the
author goes so far as to identify
western and central Africa as ‘my
Africa,’ the regions he knows best
and cares most about.From the out-
set, French challenges the standard
intellectual framework and rhetoric
used by Westerners to address
Africa. With convincing directness,
he argues that centuries of exploita-
tion have resulted in a general
unwillingness among Western pow-
ers to see their own hand in the
paroxysms of despotism and anar-
chy that have come to characterize
much of Africa’s political life.
Whereas the standard introduction
to an African memoir written by a
Western journalist follows a well-
trod path of clichés involving
Africa’s mystery and elusiveness,
French proposes that it is as much a
matter of not wanting to see as not
being able to see that plagues
Western perceptions of Africa.

Much of this sobering book
takes furious issue with the atti-
tudes and practices of Western gov-
ernments and with the IMF, World
Bank, and United Nations; most of
the events described in detail by
French took place while he was
writing about Africa for the Times
in the 1990s, overlapping with Bill
Clinton’s two terms in power. As

such, many of the political refer-
ences are already becoming dated,
and after reading numerous
accounts of how the people of
Africa were shortchanged by a
mendacious superpower, the
despair on the page becomes all
but overpowering. French is
unapologetic about his stance,not-
ing that all American administra-
tions have behaved with similar
disregard for African priorities.

For the reader who decides to
forge ahead, A Continent for the
Taking is vivid and angry in the
best sense– adapting years of jour-
nalism into an extended treatise
on what plagues Africa, French
states that he ultimately wished to
show “the selfishness and short-
sightedness of the rich, the dignity
of the poor in their suffering, and
the uses and abuses of power.” His
writing is never less than superb–
suffused with memorable detail
and an appreciative knowledge of
African civilization and history.
One need only turn to the chapter
titled, “Castles Made of Sand,”
which describes the struggle for
democracy and cultural preserva-
tion in the impoverished north-
west African country of Mali to
appreciate both the structural ele-
gance and intellectual grit of
Howard French’s work.

– Peter Schneider

Book Review

Pulling No Punches
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draws inspiration from all over the map. This
gourmet culture and its stars have become sig-
nature exports, thriving
on diversity and experi-
mentation. Mrs.
Reddaway says, “We’d
love to have Jamie Oliver
come through– he’s
opening a new restau-
rant in New York.Food in
Britain right now is as
cosmopolitan as Britain
has become.You know,in
terms of the traditional
favourites, you can still
find them,but if you went
to a restaurant in Britain
now you’d eat very well.
London has gone from
one extreme to the oppo-
site in 20 years. I remem-
ber 20 years ago, when I
was first married,how stodgy the food was.And
now, I don’t think you could find a roast beef
and Yorkshire pudding if you went looking for
it.” Asked to name one particularly stellar
restaurant, she recommends Gordon Ramsay’s,

in London. “It costs a small fortune, but you
always know it’s going to be wonderful.”

Mrs.Reddaway is vegetarian,and she appre-
ciates the dynamism of new British cuisine.

She says,“It’s imaginative,
and influenced by a lot
of regions that have a tra-
dition of vegetarian
cooking—the Middle
East, the Mediterranean.
It’s better than dining out
in North America; in
Britain you always have a
main course vegetarian
option.” Mrs. Reddaway
stopped consuming
meat seven years ago.
She explains,“I was living
in India, seeing the meat
hanging outside, for
sale… and seeing the
effects that that had on
the system. I never got
sick in India, whereas a

lot of my colleagues became seriously ill.”
By now, the kitchen is humming with activ-

ity, as assistant chef Deveraj Mayan pours
molten chocolate batter onto parchment-lined
sheets. Chef Leung puts the finishing touches

on a lobster-and-gazpacho appetizer,and leads
the way to the walk-in refrigerator. Here, per-
fectly-prepared desserts and produce line one
wall, faced by Earnscliffe’s on-hand selection
of white wine.The chilled bottles sport a host
of Canadian labels—well-chosen but not
extravagant  Ontario wines from Cave Spring,
Vineland Estates, and Inniskillin among them.
“Scott Carroll, our house manager, selects the
wines,” Leung says,“and here at Earnscliffe we
do believe in promoting Canadian wine as
much as possible.”

Chef Leung anticipates that he will one
day return to the restaurant fray, with its 20-

hour days and frenetic pace.For now,working
at Earnscliffe permits him more time to spend
with his young family, although it still tests his
mettle. He says of his job,“It’s ever-changing,
and that’s what makes it interesting– we range
from a lunch for two, to a sit-down formal
dinner for 40 people. We host indoor recep-
tions for up to 100 people, and in the summer
we can do a sit-down dinner for 160 under a
tent,or canapés for a reception with  800-1000
guests. It’s one extreme to another. One week
I’ll cook for a single guest, the next week 800
might join us. The kitchen door’s always
open.”

Goat’s Cheese and Maple Syrup
Unexpected flavour combinations are winning diplomatic raves

For All Your Luggage Needs
We Carry Samsonite, Tumi, Briggs and Riley, Roots,

Travelpro, Eagle Creek and More

179 Sparks St. Ottawa, Ont. 232-4656

Bring in ad for an 
additional 10% saving

 

CLAIR DE LUNE
Brasserie-Bistro-Bar

81B rue Clarence 
marché By
241 2200

The Embassy of the
Kingdom of Goodfood

Since 1982

Chef’s tips: John Leung

Earnscliffe Requests
Among the Reddaway children’s favourites
are chicken fried rice,and they love pasta- we
make it all here.And duck, they love duck.

Hot UK Trend: Pub Food
It’s coming on strong- the pub food that we’re
used to is being replaced. There’s lots of
fusion, and British pubs are hiring a new
breed of chef to push the limits on comfort
food.

Best Restaurant City
Right now? Las Vegas- the hottest spot in

North America.

New British Standards
London is the best city in the world for
Chinese food, and the best curries anywhere
are made in Britain.

Healthiest Trend: Greens
Lots of greens- there’s a major trend towards
using them right now. (Leung gets hydropon-
ic arugula and all his herbs from IGF growers
in Nepean.)

Top Ingredients for Spring 
Asparagus 
Fava Beans
Mushrooms (all year round)
Any kind of peas
Rhubarb

Summer Favourite
Heirloom variety tomatoes. Come the sum-
mer, I’ll have them growing in the garden.

Wish List
Sorrel. This herb’s lemony taste is superb in
soups and sauces, but it rarely shows up in
local markets.

“ The one thing 
I’d never want 

to do is interfere
with John’s
creativity.”

- Roshan 
Reddaway

Continued from Page 12

PHOTOGRAPH BY JAKE WRIGHT, EMBASSY
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French fashion
for a good cause
1. Hosts of the April 28 charity

fashion show Ambassador M.
Philippe Guelluy with his
wife Madame Philippe
Guelluy.

2.The main staircase at the
Embassy of France provided
an elegant runway.

3. Fashion fit for a diplomatic
party was provided by Holt
Renfrew, dress by Chanel.

4.Two piece outfit by Christian
Dior.

5.Waiting for the show to begin:
Aline Chrétien and Madame
Philippe Guelluy.

6. Jacket and dress by Chanel.
7. Former Miss Canada Lynsey

Bennett modeled a sporty
look by Lacoste.

8. M. Philippe Guelluy with M.
Anton Thalmann.

10. Executive Director of the
charity Candle Lighters Mrs.
Jocelyn Lamont with Mrs.
Miriam Younes.

11. Picking the winners of the
raffle: Madame Fouzia Dine
and Madame Mary Belotti.

The New EU
9.The new, expanded EU: ambassa-

dors to Ottawa along with the
head of the delegation of the
European Commission, Eric
Hayes, gather for a group photo
at the Museum of Civilization on
May 3 at an evening celebration
of the enlargement of the EU.

14.After the raising of the EU flag,on
Saturday May 1,at the Embassy
of the Slovak Republic the Head
of the Delegation of the
European Commission in Ottawa
Hayes with his wife,Vibeke Grud
toasted  the Charge d’affairs of
the Slovak Republic Mr.Stefan
Rozkopák.

Israel’s
Independence Day 
12.Ambassador  Haim Divon cele-

brated Israel’s 56th anniversary
of Independence at a party at
the Westin Hotel on Tuesday
April 27.

13.Pianist  Carmen Or preforming
at  Israel’s Independence Day
party.

Party Time
PHOTOGRAPHS BY JAKE WRIGHT, EMBASSY



Pick and choose from 
our evening 
or lunch buffet

Lunch 11-2pm 
Dinner 5-10pm

The Feel & Flavours of India
Come Alive
The Feel & Flavours of India
Come Alive
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Come Alive
The Feel & Flavours of India
Come Alive
The Feel & Flavours of India
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The Feel & Flavours of India
Come Alive
The Feel & Flavours of India
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The Feel & Flavours of India
Come Alive

Call and inquire about our catering
services. We offer in house facilities
for parties of up to 150 people.

Take out and delivery available
210 Somerset St. West

567-4634 • www.east-india-company.ca

Free Evening Parking

How to get into Parliament 
– without getting elected

How to get into Parliament 
– without getting elected

We invite you to join the Hill Times
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By PACO FRANCOLI
Senators took aim at their colleagues in

the House last week for the shoddy work they
did on the so-called “Wendy Lill” Bill that
would give retiring MPs aged between 50 to
55 health, dental and life insurance benefits
even though the current law says MPs can’t
collect their pensions and normal retirement
benefits until they hit 55.

The legislation was created after NDP
MP Wendy Lill, 53, was diagnosed with
multiple sclerosis and decided to quit poli-
tics.

While the House took all of about 20 min-
utes to pass the bill, C-24, in one sitting with-
out study, the Senate took the time to review
the legislation at committee.

Senators on the Social Affairs, Science
and Technology Committee learned that the
government’s rational for the move is full of
holes. The government has argued that the
amendment would put MPs on equal footing
with public servants who can start collecting
benefits at 50. But the Senators reported that,

By PACO FRANCOLI
A veteran expert in public opinion

polling says support for Prime Minister
Paul Martin’s Liberal government—now at
40 per cent—is currently “artificially low”
and that the party is poised to defy
decades of history by actually gaining
ground against its competitors during the
next election campaign.

Steven Brown, a professor and director
of the Laurier Institute for the Study of
Public Opinion and Policy, also said that
the coming election will be like none other
in recent memory.

Women in Politics
Liberal MP Eleni Bakopanos, above, will
be running, but PM Martin’s big promis-
es to bring in more women falls short of
the 1997 election numbers. Page 12

Is Paul Martin
poised to defy

history?
Laurier Institute’s

professor Steven Brown
says Liberals’ support
‘artificially low’now

By PACO FRANCOLI

In f o r m at i o n  C o m m i s s i o n e r  Jo h n
Reid, the federal government’s out-

spoken  watchdog  o f  the  Access  to
Informat ion Act , says  h is  of f ice  i s
basically “bankrupt” at a time when
the “culture of keeping records in the
Government  of  Canada has broken
down.”

The former Liberal MP made the com-
ments before the House’s Government
Operations Committee recently while
defending his office’s spending estimates
for the coming fiscal year.

Access czar
Reid pleads
bankruptcy

Access to Information
Commissioner John
Reid says he has no
money to track new

legislation, embarrassed

By ANGELO PERSICHILLI

TORONTO—“I am my father’s son
and I am committed to a public uni-

versal healthcare system more than
anything else.”This emotional statement
came from Prime Minister Paul Martin
to his national caucus last Wednesday
on Parliament Hill. Sources from caucus
told The Hill Times that the Prime Min-
ister was visibly disturbed by the sug-
gestion that came from his health minis-
ter, Pierre Pettigrew, who last week
made statements implying that maybe
there should be an exploration of some
private healthcare initiatives. Later Mr.

‘I am my
father’s son,’

says Paul
Martin to MPs
PM Paul Martin recalls
father’s promises made
as boy at kitchen table

Please see story on Page 16

Please see ‘Civil Circles’ on Page 29 Please see story on Page 14

Please see Persichilli’s column on Page 19
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Senators attack bill that gives
retiring MPs benefits at age 50

Photographs by Jake Wright, The Hill Times

NOT SO SECRET MEETING: PAUL MARTIN MET WITH HIS CABINET MINISTERS ON APRIL 26 AT
24 SUSSEX DR. HIS PRINCIPLE SECRETARY FRANCIS FOX,TOP, WAS ALSO THERE AND MADE SURE
THE PRESS DIDN’T GET PAST THE FRONT GATES.

We invite you to join the Hill Times


