
By Brian Adeba

An ongoing dispute between Greece and
Macedonia over a name spilled over
into Ottawa
last week

with one of the
city’s most venera-
ble educational
institutions caught
in the crossfire.

Ashbury College,
a private school that
offers the interna-
tional baccalaureate
program, became the
unlikely battle-
ground. And caught
in the verbal battle is
the college’s international coordinator, who hasti-
ly drafted a resignation letter to the headmaster.
The letter appears not to have been accepted.

It all started with a concert featuring Vlatko

Stefanovski and Morislav Tadic, two master gui-
tarists from the former Yugoslavia who are cur-
rently touring North America.

In planning the concert, which was held 
May 25, the school
asked the embassies 
of Macedonia, and
Serbia & Montenegro
to sponsor the event.
The flap started
when the invitation
sent to the Greek
embassy referred 
to Macedonia as 
the Republic of
Macedonia, a term
which Greece objects
to. A diplomat from
the Greek Embassy

notified the college of his country’s displeasure
at the term.
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By Richard Gwyn

One of the great “benefits” of being a
Canadian is that automatically with that sta-
tus comes the even higher status of moral
superiority.

That Canadians are morally superior to
Americans goes without saying. Certainly, it’s been
said many times — by us.

More recently, it’s become possible to argue that
we are morally superior to everyone else on the
globe. The Scandinavians and the Dutch used to
outdo us in liberalism and in tolerance, but these
days they are having decided difficulties over multi-
culturalism.

While it’s lonely at the top, a more significant
challenge may confront us. People are starting to say
rude things about us.

Continued on Page 5
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CANADA-CENTRAL AMERICA FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

COMES DOWN TO THE WIRE

By Sarah McGregor

The Conservative government
is facing demands from within
the hemisphere to disclose a
draft free trade agreement

with four Central American nations
currently in the final stages of deliber-
ation behind closed doors.

Some 150 solidarity groups from
Latin America and Canada have
signed an open letter urging Ottawa to
lift the veil of secrecy on a pact for
Guatemala, Nicaragua, El Salvador
and Honduras to open their
economies to Canada. The letter is to
be delivered to the government on
June 12, the day of a public hearing
into the so-called CA4, or Canada-

Central America Four Free Trade
Agreement.

The missive also asks for an
informed public and political debate
on the commerce pact, which aims to
knock down tariff barriers and
encourage investment. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper
has released no details about his gov-
ernment’s proposed new policy to
pass international treaties through
Parliament, including whether politi-
cians will be able to alter rules or
defeat them. “This is one of several
bilateral trade agreements that is
being negotiated with no transparen-
cy, public, or parliamentary debate,”
says Nadja Drost, Program Officer,
Americas Policy Group of the
Canadian Council for International
Cooperation in Ottawa, one of the
groups opposing the mysterious
negotiation process of the CA4.

Conservative MP Ted Menzies
says study of the agreement in the
House Committee could satisfy the

■ The tough parts always
come last in trade agreements,
and CA4 is no exception as
affected parties ask for public
access to the negotiations.
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The concert that provoked the controversy.

Canada-Central America Trade: Annually, less
than a day’s worth of trade with the U.S. but it’s
a chance to build bridges with Central America.
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Dress Code Kerfuffle
Canada’s Ambassador to Iran Gordon

Venner was called in to Iran’s Foreign
Ministry last week after Prime Minister
Stephen Harper responded to a National
Post story on May 19 saying Iran has
passed a law requiring Jews, Christians
and Zoroastrians to wear coloured
insignia. The story turned out to be false.
Mr. Harper has said that if the report is
true, then it showed the extreme actions
Iran is capable of.

Irish Mayor Barred Entry
The Sinn Féin Mayor of Ireland’s

Monaghan County was refused entry into
Canada last week by an official in St.
John’s. Pat Treanor was leading a delega-
tion to Prince Edward Island, but was
forced to return home. He said he plans
to contact Canadian Embassy in Dublin to
resolve the matter, while the mission con-
firms it is already looking into it. Mr.
Treanor, a former member of the IRA, has
visited Canada twice in the past year.

Immigration Success Gap
Liberal leadership hopeful Gerard

Kennedy says Canada needs to improve
the lot of new immigrants if the country
wants to successfully compete in the
global economy. Speaking in Toronto, Mr.
Kennedy said he’s committed to closing
the “immigrant success gap,” by ensuring
new citizens earned the same as non-
immigrant Canadians within 10 years of
their arrival, and would create a
Parliamentary position of “immigrant suc-
cess advocate.”

New Liberal Critics
Some Official Opposition critics roles

where juggled yesterday to take the bur-
den off those MPs vying for the Liberal
leadership. Among the changes, Keith
Martin takes on the duties of Foreign
Affairs critic from former Environment
Minister Stéphane Dion who is officially
running to replace Paul Martin as party
leader. 

Bilateral Meeting July 6
Prime Minister Stephen Harper and

U.S. President George W. Bush are
expected to meet in Washington D.C. on
July 6. The White House says the meeting
is a follow up to discussions the leaders
had in Cancun in March, while Canada’s
Ambassador to the U.S., Michael Wilson,
told a congressional committee in
Washington that the meeting will help
develop a “closer working relationship”
between security and intelligence forces.

Missing Diplomat Found Dead
A Canadian diplomat who went miss-

ing in Naples two months ago has been
found dead. Lewis Brooke Miskell, an
attaché at the Canadian Embassy in
Vienna, was last seen at a Naples train
station where he was apparently vacation-
ing. His body was discovered last week-
end in a sewer system. RCMP and Interpol
are working with the Italian police on this
case.

Stop the Spread of AIDS
Canada should push for a strong uni-

versal commitment to stop and reverse
the spread of HIV/AIDS, according to the
Global Treatment Access Group, a coali-
tion of health activists. The demand was
made ahead of a United Nations meeting
in New York to review progress on the
Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS,
starting today through June 2. 

Afghan Student Seeks Asylum
A 16-year-old Afghan student, who has

been in New York State since August on an
exchange, turned up at her uncle’s house in
Toronto in an attempt to seek political asy-
lum. In a note, Arzoo Arghastani said she
didn’t want to return to Afghanistan because
she feels the situation there is getting worse. 

Delay for New Border Measures 
The Western Hemisphere Travel

Initiative has suffered another delay in
Washington. Last week the U.S. Senate
voted to cap the cost of the forthcoming
mandatory high-tech ID cards that will be
required to cross the Canada-U.S. border at
$34, free for children. The Senate is keen to
push back the deadline for the require-
ments to June 2009 from January 2008 over
trade and business concerns. 

Earthquake Assistance
An earthquake rocked Indonesia on May

29. As of yesterday, the death toll in the city
of Yogyakarta was 3,464, and 1,672 in the
province of Central Java, according to fig-
ures issued yesterday by the Indonesian
Embassy in Ottawa. While troops, food sup-
plies and medical teams have been
deployed, foreign aid is much appreciated.
Canada has already send $2 million in assis-
tance. The Indonesian Embassy has estab-
lished a relief fund for donations, with funds
collected going to medicines, food, blankets
and tents for the victims. Contact the TD
Canada Trust at 427 Laurier Ave. West to
make a donation to the Indonesia Quake
Relief Fund (Account No. 3290 521-4922). 

Professional Greeters
The Department of Foreign Affairs is look-

ing for a private firm to handle greeting and
protocol for VIPs at Toronto’s International
Airport, according to the Canadian Press. The
bidding comes two weeks after an incident at
the airport in which Abdou Diouf, La
Francophonie’s Secretary General, was body
searched despite his diplomatic passport,
though spokeswoman Kim Girtel denies any
connection between the incident and the
request for proposals. Bidding closes July 7. 

Congo Envoy Recalls Tragedy

Following a Vancouver house fire earlier
this month in which a Congolese mother,
three of her children and a friend perished,
Louise Ramazani Nzanga, Congolese Chargé
d’Affaires (above), thanked the Canadian offi-
cials who helped with her visit to the grieving
community. Ms. Ramazani Nzanga told
Embassy she spent three days with the sur-
viving two children Bolingo and Yanick
Etibako in Vancouver, and met with the
mayor and police inspector who continues to
search for the arsonists. Prime Minister
Stephen Harper even telephoned her with his
support. She says a mass was held at the
scene of the fire and that the Congolese com-
munity of 500 in Vancouver has been deeply
touched by the tragedy. Funding for the sur-
vivors’ studies and lodging has been set up.
“Immigration has been helpful in getting for a
visa for the father who is in Congo. He will
come this week,” she says. Ms. Ramazani
Nzanga hopes to return to Vancouver soon to
follow up on the case and to meet with the
family members of the deceased. 
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Political Media Relations Could
Be a New Canadian Export

If you believe the polls, Canadians don’t
care about Prime Minister Stephen
Harper’s war with the national media,
which may be why the diplomatic com-

munity is fascinated by it. 
Imagine: A prime minister can try to con-

trol who asks what questions, and then go
running off to the provinces when he doesn’t
get his way — and the public doesn’t care.
Now if only you could find a way to bottle
that, you could sell it to just about any other
country’s leader.

That perhaps explains why at all the diplo-
matic parties in town last week — including
last Thursday’s Africa Day at the Château
Laurier — everyone was talking about the way
Mr. Harper is handling the media. A common
refrain was that if their boss tried anything like
that, it would be condemned by everyone as
an attack on democratic freedoms.

And a Political Media Relations Import?
If our prime minister ever decides to try

to soften his media stance, he might want to
take few tips from the Americans. Well, per-
haps not President George W. Bush, whom
he will be visiting next month in Washington,
but someone closer to home.

U.S. Ambassador to Canada David
Wilkins has defended unpopular decisions
by his government, hit back at criticisms
from Canadian politicians and even made
covetous statements about the Canadian
North. Yet he has still managed to win
friends and influence people here, including
the Canadian media.

The latest example was in last Sunday’s
Sun newspaper chain, which includes the
Ottawa Sun. A two-page spread featuring a
matched pair of flattering columns by nation-
al affairs columnist Greg Weston and
Toronto columnist Michelle Mandel.

The two journalists had lunch with
Ambassador Wilkins at his Rockcliffe resi-
dence and were clearly taken with his
“southern charm and wit,” his candour, and
his penchant for a good cigar and a pint of
Moosehead beer.

Evidence of Mr. Wilkins’ ease with the
media could be seen in the way that the
reporters accepted the fact that he has what
many consider to be the best residence with
the best view in Ottawa. The ambassador’s
residence is perched above both the PM’s
residence at 24 Sussex and the Governor
General’s Rideau Hall. That could have come
across as American gloating, but it did not.

For Mr. Weston, the clincher that proved
the representative of the most powerful
nation on earth is an okay guy came at the
end of the visit, when the ambassador asked
the two reporters if he could offer them a lift
back downtown. Nice one.

Four More Years
Though really an American election

chant, because Washington does operate
on a four-year presidential cycle, the “four
more years” has been used on and off by
partisan crowds in Canadian federal elec-
tions. It never made much sense because
technically, prime ministers can go for up
to five years without calling an election,
and they can go to the polls at any time
before that. They can also be brought down
at any time by votes of non-confidence on
certain issues.

But now, if Prime Minister Stephen
Harper gets his way, Canada will have
fixed-date elections every four years
(though a minority government could still
be made to fall before that.) The first fixed-
date election would be set for the fall of
2009, but that would have to change as the
next election is likely to be next year — no
one expects this minority government to
last longer.

Mr. Harper has also promised Senate
reforms, but although an Elected, Equal and
Effective (Triple E) Senate has long been a
key goal of the old Reform-base within the
coalition that is now the new Conservative
Party Canada, it is not Mr. Harper’s priority.

The fixed-term issue is easier to sell.
Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty has
already established such a practice for his
province, so Mr. Harper does not even have
to worry about being accused of simply try-
ing to copy the Americans — he’s just copy-
ing a Canadian Liberal. (Of course, if he were
to add in a clause that no prime minister can
serve more than two terms, that would be a
different matter.)

The fixed-term law would give Canada
longer serving governments than they have
become used to. The last prime minister to
serve four years or more was Brian Mulroney
(1988-93). His successor, Jean Chrétien aver-
aged about 3.5 years and was the master of
what Mr. Harper calls “manipulating the timing
of elections for partisan advantage.”

But would they necessarily be better gov-
ernments? It will be interesting to see how
much noise the NDP, Green Party and others
who have reported the idea of proportional
representation will make during the upcom-
ing debate on democratic reform. 

Sean Durkan is a political commentator and
communications consultant and is retained by
Association house as Vice President, Media. 

sdurkan@associationhouse.com
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By Brian Adeba

Amotion to indict Zimbabwe’s
President Robert Mugabe on
charges of crimes against humani-
ty is ready and will be tabled in the

House of Commons today. Liberal MP Keith
Martin, the sponsor of the motion, tabled it
at the beginning of May. However, he with-
drew the motion in order to rewrite it. 

“It was just a matter of wordsmithing to
make the motion clear, but the essence of

the motion did not change,” says Mr.
Martin, who is also his party’s Foreign
Affairs Critic.

Mr. Martin first announced plans to
table the motion in April, and said it would
be done after the Easter recess when
Parliament reconvened. If it passes, the
motion would enable the prosecution of
the Zimbabwean president in Canadian
courts for crimes against humanity. If the
attorney general gives ascent, individuals
can pursue the prosecution in Canada. 

Under the Crimes Against Humanity
Act, passed five years ago, foreigners
accused of human rights abuses can be
prosecuted in Canada regardless of their
nationality, that of their victims and where
the crime was committed.

Mr. Martin says there was sufficient
interest in the motion from Conservative

parliamentarians, and hopes it will be one
of those rare moments when the whole
House is united on one issue. 

“I will use the motion to bring all the
parties together so when we call for a
unanimous consent, the House will pass
it,” says Mr. Martin, adding that Canadians
in general and those with families in the
southern African country are concerned
about the situation in Zimbabwe. He says
he has received no communication from
the Zimbabwean government nor its repre-
sentatives regarding the motion. 

“For years they seem to have taken the
position that if they stick their head in the
sand and don’t engage, hopefully this will
go away in terms of any Canadian interest,”
says Mr. Martin, who vowed to continue
his efforts, both at home and international-
ly, in the event the motion fails to pass in

parliament.
When Embassy first reported Mr.

Martin’s plans to table the motion on April
5, Zimbabwe’s Ambassador to Canada,
Florence Chideya, said the charge against
Mr. Mugabe was made on a misrepresenta-
tion of facts and that it ignores the history
of Zimbabwe. Mr. Martin denies the prem-
ise that his motion ignores historical facts
in Zimbabwe. He argues that the Mr.
Mugabe’s controversial land reforms have
nothing to do with the human rights abus-
es taking place in Zimbabwe. He also says
Mr. Mugabe is using race as a way to justi-
fy his actions.

“This is not a Black and White issue,” he
says. “Mr. Mugabe’s fear is the opposition
parties and that’s why he’s used a big ham-
mer on the heads of his people.”

brian@embassymag.ca
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■ Liberal MP Keith Martin vows
to fight to bring Zimbabwe’s 
president to justice, locally and
internationally, if his motion fails
to pass in the House.

By Sarah McGregor

Health programs financed by the
World Bank and intended to save the
lives of the world’s poor are show-
ing dangerous signs of “mission

creep” in the mandate of the global lender,
according to a leading expert of foreign aid at
the University of Ottawa.

Amir Attaran, a lawyer and professor in
the Institute of Population Health, says high-
ly specialized United Nations agencies and
global funds should be in charge of donor-led
health, education and environment pro-
grams in poor countries because it’s what
they are designed to do, and do well. 

He says there is a growing body of evi-
dence that the World Bank is ambitiously
leading multi-million programs such as the
ACT-Africa AIDS campaign and the Global
Program for Avian Influenza when expert
global bodies are doing it more effectively
and economically. In the above examples,
they are the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria and World Health
Organization, respectively.

Mr. Attaran recently caused a stir on the
world financial stage as co-author of a paper
published in the Lancet, the British medical
journal, accusing the World Bank of major
underperformance in its malaria control pro-
gram, then known as Roll Back Malaria but
re-launched last year as the Global Strategy
and Booster Program worth up to $1 billion
over five years.

Mr. Attaran charges the Bank failed by
reducing staff devoted to the cause from
seven to zero, publishing misleading results
with statistics that are impossible to meas-
ure or using faulty data, and engaging in
medical mismanagement.

More than five years ago, to much fanfare
in front of an audience of African leaders, the
World Bank promised to distribute up to
$500 million in loans to tackle malaria, a dis-
ease transmitted by mosquitoes that afflicts
500 million people each year. The money was
to flow through its low-interest financing
arm, the International Development
Association (IDA), for which low-income
countries are eligible. In an April edition of

the online Lancent, Mr. Attaran dug up evi-
dence that shows the Bank committed only
$100 to $150-million in funding over that time
period. Among other findings is the Bank’s
claim that a $73-million investment to com-
bat malaria in Brazil resulted in a 60 per cent
reduction in new cases between 1989 and
1996, despite the fact the Brazilian govern-
ment reports a far less substantial success
rate of 23 per cent, writes Mr. Attaran.

The World Bank reacted with its own fol-
low-up piece in the Lancet, written by Jean-
Louis Sarbib, Senior Vice-President of the
Human Development Network, saying the
goal of the malaria control efforts at the Bank
is to prevent deaths. The aim is to help halve
malaria mortality by 2010. “Our approach is
driven by results,” he writes.

Mr. Attaran is calling on Canada’s World
Bank Executive Director Marcel Massé the
former president of CIDA, to push his coun-
terparts at the Washington headquarters to
relinquish control of poverty alleviation pro-
grams and instead focus on lending money
for investments in infrastructure such as
hospitals and roads.

“Canada can very easily force this to hap-
pen,” he says. Mr. Massé’s office redirected

calls from Embassy to the World Bank’s com-
munications branch, which was unavailable
for comment as of press time.

Christina Zarowsky, Team Leader of
Governance, Equity and Health at the
International Development Research Centre
(IDRC) in Ottawa, says technical assistance,
policy advice and funding should arrive in
developing nations from multiple agencies,
and that shouldn’t necessarily exclude the
World Bank. “When you take health experts
and just house them in one institution there
isn’t a diversity of opinion,” she cautions. 

Mr. Attaran is no stranger to controversy.
He argued in a New York Times editorial pub-
lished the opening day of the 2005 UN
Millennium Summit in New York that a set of
time-sensitive targets to reduce global pover-
ty are impossible to measure. He says about
half of the 48 indicators in the Millennium
Development Goals cannot be proven
through measurable and precise statistics.
“There is a false accuracy going on,” he says.

Mr. Attaran led a lunchtime discussion on
what he calls the “foreign aid industrial com-
plex” at the IDRC, an arm’s length research
entity, in Ottawa this week.

sarah@embassymag.ca

World Bank Has No Place Running
Health Programs in Poor Nations
■ Lawyer and professor Amir
Attaran says highly specialized UN
agencies, not international financial
institutions, should be behind social
programs in poor countries, but a
senior official with the Bank says the
programs are driven by results.

Amir Attaran, lawyer and professor at the Institution of Population Health at the University of Ottawa.
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Senate Foreign Affairs Committee Room 160-S,

Centre Block. Clerk: François Michaud (613-998-0424;
foraffetrang@sen.parl.gc.ca). 4 p.m. Webcast. The Senate
continues its study of Africa, the development and secu-
rity challenges on the continent. International
Cooperation Minister Josée Verner will be appearing
before the committee, and witnesses from the Canadian
International Development Agency will be testifying. 

Commons Citizenship and Immigration Standing
Committee Room 701, La Promenade Building, 151 Sparks
St. Clerk: William Farrell (613-995-8525; cimm@parl.gc.ca).
3:30 – 5:30 p.m. The Commons Committee on Immigration
is looking at stateless Vietnamese in the Philippines, fea-
turing witnesses including Maxwell Vo, President of SOS
Viet Phi, and Hoi Trinh, Attorney with the Vietnamese
Community in Australia. At 4:30 p.m., the Committee will
turn its attention to refugee protection of Falun Gong prac-
titioners, with Falun Dafa Association of Canada’s
spokesperson Joel Chipkar, immigration lawyer David
Matas, and a few Falun Gong practitioners giving testimony. 

Commons Foreign Affairs and International
Development Standing Committee Room 362, East Block.
Clerk: Angela Crandall (613-996-1540; faae@parl.gc.ca).
3:30–5:30 p.m. Haiti is the focus of study for the Foreign
Affairs committee today, with Yasmine Shamsie, Professor,
Wilfrid Laurier University; and Andrew Thompson, Centre
for International Governance Innovation giving testimony.
Then at 4:30p.m. C/Supt David Beer from the RCMP,
Suzanne Laporte from CIDA’s Americas Branch and Yves
Pétillon from CIDA’s Haiti, Cuba and Dominican Republic
Americas Branch will answer the committee’s questions. 

Commons International Trade Standing Committee
Room 253-D, Centre Block. Clerk: Richard Dupuis (613-947-
1971; dupuir@parl.gc.ca). 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Softwood
lumber is the topic of discussion today, with numerous wit-
nesses from the lumber manufacturing industry giving tes-
timony, including trade lawyer Elliot J. Feldman, Ontario
Lumber Manufacturers’ Association President David G
Milton, and Weyerhaeuser Company’s Vice-President of
Government and Public Affairs, Sarah Goodman.

Commons Subcommittee on Public Safety and
National Security Room 371, West Block. Clerk: Louise
Hayes (613-944-5635; secu@parl.gc.ca). Room 621, 180
Wellington St. 3:30–5:30 p.m. Auditor General Sheila Fraser,
Deputy Attorney General John Sims, Public Works and
Government Services Acting Assistant Deputy Minister Ian
Bennet, and former Commissioner of the Canada Firearms
Centre William V. Baker will appear before the committee
as they pore over Chapter 4 of the Auditor General’s May
2006 Report concerning the Canadian Firearms Program. 

Monday, June 5
Commons International Trade Standing Committee

Room 308, West Block. Clerk: Richard Dupuis (613-947-1971;
dupuir@parl.gc.ca). 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. International
Trade Minister David Emerson and senior officials from
the department will appear before the International Trade
committee as they discuss the Main Estimates 2006-2007:
Vote 15, 20, 25 and 65 under Foreign Affairs and
International Trade. 

Commons Citizenship and Immigration Standing
Committee Room 209, West Block. Clerk: William Farrell
(613-995-8525; cimm@parl.gc.ca). Room 605, 180 Wellington
St. 3:30–5:30 p.m. Richard Flageole and Paul Morse join
their boss Auditor General Sheila Fraser as the Immigration
committee is updated on the May 2003 Status Report
Chapter 3, April 2000 Report Chapter 3; and April 2003
Report, Chapter 5. 

Commons Citizenship and Immigration Standing
Committee Room 209, West Block. Clerk: William Farrell
(613-995-8525; cimm@parl.gc.ca). Room 605, 180 Wellington
St. 5:30–6:30 p.m. Finnish Ambassador Pasi Patokallio
accompanies a seven-member delegation from the Finnish
Parliament, lead by chairperson Liisa Jaakonsaari. 

For complete, up-to-date listings, visit www.parl.gc.ca
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“He said he couldn’t attend because he
was offended,” said Dejan Stojanovic,
Ashbury College’s International Coordinator.

Ioannis Petsilas, Press Counsellor at the
Embassy of Greece, confirmed that he
objected to the use of the name Republic of
Macedonia. 

“It’s a matter of principle,” he said.
“What I objected to was being invited to a
reception afterwards, by a country called
the Republic of Macedonia.” 

Macedonia broke off from the former
Yugoslavia in 1991. Since then, Greece,
which has a province of the same name,
has objected to the use of the name
‘Macedonia’ and has made its displeasure
known worldwide. The Greeks insist on the
name ‘The Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia.’ 

“We think it is not proper for any coun-
try that forms a small part of a bigger
whole to portray itself as representing the
whole area, besides the cultural and his-
torical objections,” said Mr. Petsilas.

The matter has been referred to the
United Nations, which appointed an envoy
to arbitrate on the issue, but no solution
has been arrived at yet. According to the
CIA World Fact Book, Greece’s objection
“delayed international recognition which
occurred under the provisional designa-
tion of ‘The Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia (FYROM).’” This is the name
recognized by most international bodies
like the UN, the European Union, the
European Broadcasting Union, the
International Monetary Fund, the
International Olympic Committee and
many countries including Canada.
However, an increasing number of coun-
tries including the United States, China and
Russia are now recognizing the name ‘The
Republic of Macedonia.’

After a ‘corrected’ version of the invita-
tion was sent to the Embassy of Greece, it
sent two diplomats to attend the concert.
However, the Macedonian Embassy
protested at being referred to as FYROM.
When Ashbury College informed the
embassy that it was correct to use the
name officially recognized in Canada, the
dispute took another turn for the worse.
The embassy pulled the plug on sponsor-
ing the concert.

“He pulled out everything,” said Mr.
Stojanovic.

But Ambassador Sasko Nasev of the
FYROM denied that his embassy had
agreed to sponsor the concert.

“What kind of sponsoring?” he asked.
“We do not sponsor private institutions.” 

But in his resignation letter, obtained
by Embassy from an anonymous source,
Mr. Stojanovic writes to Tam Matthews,
head of Ashbury College, that
“Ambassador Nasev advised me that
Vlatko Stefanovski, one of the performers
[from Macedonia], would immediately
leave the performance if I were to call his
country Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia.” Mr. Nasev declined to com-
ment and said all queries on the issue
should be directed to the College. He did
not attend the concert. Sources told
Embassy that after the concert, Mr.
Stefanovski demanded to know why the
Macedonian ambassador did not attend.

In the letter, Mr. Stojanovic said he con-
sulted with the Office of Protocol for
advice on what recognized name to use
when referring to Macedonia in official
communication regarding the concert.
Deputy Chief of Protocol Haig Sarafian is
mentioned in the letter recommending
that the official name recognized by
Canada should be used in the correspon-
dence. “It might be construed, that I have
therefore conscientiously ignored the
advice of the Deputy Chief of Protocol and
put you and the institution we both repre-
sent in a compromising situation,” wrote
Mr. Stojanovic, elaborating on why he
offered to resign. 

“Mistakes happen, things happen and I
just thought I should assume full responsi-
bility for it and hope things work out well,”
he said in an interview.

But although Mr. Stojanovic has offered
to resign, it is not clear if the resignation
has been accepted. Mr. Matthews said Mr.
Stajanovic is not resigning from his posi-
tion as International Coordinator and
added that the spat with the diplomats was
resolved amicably. 

“It could have become a bigger issue,
but it didn’t,” he said.

brian@embassymag.ca

Dispute over Name
Takes Turn for the Worst
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“2006 World Cup of Soccer in Germany 
A time to make friends.” 

C R E A T I V I T Y C O N T E S T

It’s is the official slogan of the FIFA
Soccer World Cup, which will captivate
Germany and the world from 
June 9 to July 9, 2006.

During the Cup games, Germany will play host to
millions of foreign visitors, thousands of interna-
tional media correspondents will be reporting on
this mega sports event around the world, while 
billions of people will follow the games on their 
television screens and share the fans’ excitement
in the stadiums.

We hope to encourage Canadian students to
express their thoughts and ideas on the World Cup
motto artistically and send their artwork to the 
German Embassy.

The German Embassy will award prizes to the three
best entries in each age group.

Depending on the number of entries, it plans to 
display the art works received in a public exhibition
as well as on its web site:  www.ottwa.diplo.de

The following three age groups are
asked toparticipate – each in a
different category!

• ages 3-6 : Painting/Drawing
• ages 7-12: Writing an essay
• ages 13-17: Photography

The theme/topic of the work has to be: “2006 Soccer
World Cup in Germany – A time to make friends.”

The three chosen submissions will be awarded with a
prize that is age appropriate, educational and in
some cases soccer related. The prizes can be seen on
the Embassy´s homepage: www.ottawa.diplo.de

German Embassy
Ottawa

Do you want to stay informed about news, politics, culture, economy and current events in Germany? Then subscribe
to our online newsletter now. It’s fast and simple...just go to our website www.ottawa.diplo.de, click on the button “Newsletter” in

the top right corner of your screen and we’ll show you how we can deliver the latest news from Germany right to your home.

The submissions should be sent to and received at
the following address, no later than June 30!

German Embassy
Press section
1 Waverley Street
Ottawa, ON
K2P 0T8
email: Pr-S1@otta.diplo.de

Continued from Page 1
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Macedonian Ambassador Sasko Nasev (left) prefers his country be known as the Republic of
Macedonia, while and Dejan Stojanovic, Ashbury College's International Coordinator (right), fol-
lowed official Canadian protocol by referring to the East European nation as the 'Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia' in an invitation. 



By Brian Adeba

After Montenegro formally
proclaims independence
from Serbia, 95 per cent of
the assets owned by both

countries abroad will go to Serbia,
says Perko Vukotic, Ambassador of
Serbia and Montenegro to Canada.
Mr. Vukotic says a constitutional char-
ter signed between Serbia and
Montenegro in 2003 guarantees this,
and also allows for secession three
years after a referendum is held.

Mr. Vukotic, who arrived in Ottawa
this week from a trip to Montenegro,
also said there will be technical dis-
cussions to divide assets, determine
the splitting of federal departments
and also to oversee how missions
abroad can be re-organized.

On May 21, Montenegro, a moun-

tainous republic of 650,000 people,
voted to separate from Serbia, ending
a partnership that dates back to
1918. The move also marks the final
splitting of the last remnants of the
former Yugoslavia. International
observers said the vote was demo-
cratic, free and fair.

“It is something new in the
Balkans,” says Mr. Vukotic. “It shows
that we have grown up democratical-
ly and as Ambassador of Serbia and
Montenegro, I am very proud.”

“It is the best signal we can send
to the European Union,” he said,
adding that both countries will con-
tinue to foster closer ties because of
the historical and close relations
between the people of Serbia and
Montenegro.

The official name of the Embassy
of Serbia and Montenegro will
change, but Mr. Vukotic said that will
depend on the politicians back home.
If the name changes, the embassy will
have to write an official notification
to the government of Canada, says
Beau Lieu, a spokesman from Foreign
Affairs Canada. “But what name they
choose, is entirely their decision,” he
says.

In light of the developments fol-
lowing the referendum, Mr. Vukotic
says he is not sure how long he will be
ambassador of Serbia and

Montenegro in Ottawa, but added
that Montenegro will seek to map out
its own path diplomatically.

“Montenegro will surely estab-
lish its own missions,” said Mr.
Vukotic, who is himself a
Montenegrin. Mr. Vukotic says
Montenegro plans to establish at
least 20 missions abroad pending
the outcome of talks with Serbia.

Meanwhile in Canada, the estimat-
ed 5,000 Montenegrins, the majority
of whom live in the greater Toronto
area, are looking forward to the estab-
lishment of a consulate in Toronto,
says Zuran Raicevic, who operates
the website www.montenegro-cana-
da.com. Mr. Raicevic, who came back
from a visit to Montenegro last week-
end, says he talked to government
officials in Podgorica and they were
receptive to the idea. 

“They have plans to open mis-
sions in Toronto, New York and
Washington,” he said.

Europe’s newest republic has
three priorities now, says Mr. Vukotic.

“The first strategic goal is to join
the EU, to overcome internal divi-
sions within Montenegro and to start
the process of separation talks in a
constructive way regarding the future
relations between Serbia and
Montenegro.”

brian@embassymag.ca

Former U.S. vice-president Al
Gore has just done this. He’s been
severely critical of Prime Minister
Stephen Harper’s withdrawal (all
but) from the Kyoto accord.

As well, an unnamed European
environmental official has been
quoted in newspapers as compar-
ing Canada’s pullout from the
United Nations-sponsored agree-
ment to “throwing a hand-grenade
into the room.”

It’s been a long time since we’ve
had to cope with such hurtful com-
ments. We’d better get used to
them. There are likely to be quite a
few more. The point here is not the

environmental issues involved.
Rather, it’s the foreign policy ones.

The Harper government has let
it be known that it is considering
pulling out of Kyoto entirely and,
instead, joining an Asia-Pacific
grouping that comprises China,
India, South Korea, Australia and
the United States. This group
rejects all Kyoto-type targets or
commitments. In essence, its mem-
bers will merely make a “best
efforts” attempt to reduce green-
house emissions by relying princi-
pally on new technology.

Whether or not this approach
is better for the globe physically
(highly improbable), it is unques-
tionable worse for the globe
politically.

The Asia-Pacific group is a
direct challenge to the UN-spon-
sored Kyoto Protocol. Hence, the
comment that our withdrawal from
Kyoto would have the effect of a
“hand grenade.” If Canada gives up
on the UN and on multilateralism,
why should anybody waste their
time on those time-consuming
techniques for developing an inter-
national consensus and some set of
rules that apply to all?

Our foreign policy is approach-

ing a tilting point with astonishing
speed. The old foreign policy,
based on “soft power” and on sup-
port for multilateralism, hasn’t
been officially junked. But it is qui-
etly being put on the shelf.

In last Friday’s Toronto Star, edi-
torial writer Fred Edwards raised
the question whether Canada isn’t
moving to join the so-called
“Anglosphere,” or the informal club
of the U.S., Britain and Australia.
He noted that the first foreign
leader invited to visit Ottawa was
Australian Prime Minister John
Howard. Also, of course, that
Canada-U.S. relations are again
warm and close.

That there’s a new hard edge in

our foreign policy was shown by
the way we were the first — ahead
even of the U.S. — to announce a
cut-off of aid to the Palestinians
until and unless the new Hamas
government renounces violence
and recognizes Israel.

The Hamas government should
and must do this. But the fact that
ordinary Palestinians are going to
suffer severely in order to achieve
this objective rated not even an
apologetic cough.

And there was the giveaway
comment by Environment Minister
Rona Ambrose that Canada only
accounts for 2 per cent of world cli-
mate change gases, so, in effect,
why bother to do anything?

The answer, of course, is to pro-
vide moral leadership. That may be
yesterday’s, now dusty, answer.

The bright new one is that for-
eign policy should be fashioned
out of realpolitik, that is, be based
on national interest and not on
international interests.

This may well make us richer.
We’ll of course lose our moral
superiority. And perhaps, also,
something of the Canadian
essence.
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It’s Lonely at the Top
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Our reputation has been forged
though an impressive record of
successful international moves 
of all sizes.

Serving the 
international community 

since 1972

Continued from Page 1

Our foreign policy 
is approaching a tilting point 

with astonishing speed.

Perko Vukotic, Ambassador of Serbia and Montenegro, says the peaceful and democratic way the referendum was held is
a sign that democracy has come of age in his homeland.
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Splitting the Assets Between
Serbia and Montenegro
■ Montenegrins voted to 
separate from Serbia last
week, and now the process
begins to officially rename the
country, divide the assets and
remain friends. The newest
European nation hopes to
open a consulate in Toronto.
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They still don’t get it. U.S. President
George W. Bush and British Prime
Minister Tony Blair, giving their
umpteenth joint press conference at

the White House last week, showed the
amateurs how to deal with the media. Wry,
humble, funny, rueful, always upbeat —they
were a polished double act that could have
put a positive spin on the Black Death. Iraq
has allegedly “turned the corner” again:
after five months of bitter deadlock. A new
government has taken office in Baghdad
that only lacks a defence minister and an
interior minister, and Bush and Blair were
there to sell it as a success.

The press always likes to have its tummy
tickled, so all the questions were basically
friendly. The answers to the last question,
however, were very revealing. A journalist
recalled that both men have admitted to
missteps and mistakes in Iraq, and asked
them which ones they regretted most.

President Bush did public penance for
his macho remarks about the emerging
Iraq resistance movement — “bring ’em
on” — back in the hyper-confident
“Mission Accomplished” days of 2003. It
was charming, vintage Bush: “I learned
some lessons about expressing myself
maybe in a little more sophisticated man-
ner, you know.” And he avowed that “the
biggest mistake that’s happened so far, at
least from [in terms of] our country’s
involvement in Iraq, is Abu Ghraib.”

He is a bit behind the times. The mas-
sacre at Haditha last November will leave
Abu Ghraib in the shade when the full
story comes out. As Brigadier-General
David M. Brahms, a former top lawyer for
the U.S. Marine Corps, told the Washington
Post last week: “When these investigations
come out, there’s going to be a firestorm.
It’s worse than Abu Ghraib. Nobody was
killed at Abu Ghraib.”

Tony Blair aimed for a more reflective
tone: “I think that probably...we could have
done de-Baathification in a more differentiat-
ed manner than we did...But the biggest rea-
son why Iraq has been difficult is the deter-
mination by our opponents to defeat us.”

Now there’s a novel concept: our
opponents are determined to defeat us.
No wonder that Blair added: “Maybe in
retrospect, when we look back, it should
have been very obvious to us.” But the
resentful whine in Blair’s voice was entire-
ly genuine: how was he to know they
would fight back? Maybe he could have
done de-Baathification a bit better, but
apart from that it’s not his fault.

Tony Blair is a fairly bright man, and
George W. Bush is not as dim as he seems,
so how can they be so obtuse about Iraq?
De-Baathification, re-Baathification, retro-

Baathification — nothing can change the
basic fact that the Baath party that had
ruled Iraq since the 1960s was deeply
nationalist and profoundly hostile to the
United States (because it is Israel’s clos-
est ally) and to Britain (the former imperi-
al ruler of Iraq).

Fire all the Baathists, and they will go
underground and join the resistance. Leave
them in their jobs, and they will be a fifth
column of spies and saboteurs for the
resistance. Likewise for the empty debate
about whether U.S. proconsul Paul Bremer
made a fatal mistake by disbanding the
entire Iraqi army in the spring of 2003.
Disband the army, and several hundred
thousand trained men will take their skills
and their weapons and join the resistance.
Leave the existing army in place, and its
officers will sell the foreign occupation
troops out to the resistance at every oppor-
tunity while awaiting the right moment for a
national uprising against the foreigners.

The original decision to invade Iraq
was the fatal mistake; the rest is just con-
sequences. Iraq’s government was cru-
eller and less loved than most regimes in
the Arab world, but the United States and
Britain would be facing the same kind of
resistance movement today if they had
invaded Morocco, Egypt or Yemen in
2003. There is no country of over two mil-
lion people in the Arab world where an
invading American army would not soon
be confronted by the kind of resistance it
is facing in Iraq.

History matters, and for Arabs all the
history is bad. Britain lured the Arabs into
revolt against their Turkish overlords in the
First World War with a promise of independ-
ence, then carved them up into the familiar
Middle Eastern states of the present and
bound them all in colonial servitude. It also
promised Jews a national homeland in
Palestine, the state of Israel — which
America has unstintingly supported, regard-
less of Israel’s policies towards its Arab
neighbours, for over 40 years. Why would
any Arab country welcome an invasion by
the United States and Britain?

This is a concept — that we are unloved
in the Arab world because of our past
behaviour — that is very hard to get across
to the public in Yorkshire and Texas. But
then, it’s a notion that is also very hard to
get across to the governments in
Washington and London. They seem to feel
that good intentions (as defined by them-
selves) should be enough to bridge the gap.

If some other country had invaded Iraq
with the best of intentions —Russia, say, or
Japan — it might have got away with it. But
the Anglo-American invasion of Iraq was
doomed from the first, and Bush and Blair
had dozens of experts on call who could
have told them why. Either they didn’t lis-
ten, or they chose not to ask.
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EDITORIAL

MADE-IN-U.S. MEDIA PLAN 
Seen from New York, the PM is Trying a Bush Media Strategy

New York is asking some questions
about Canada.

In New York City, the Memorial
Day weekend signals the start of sum-
mer. For the fashion conscious, it’s
now okay to wear white until Labour
Day, driving home the point that city
streets are full of U.S. sailors in their
Navy whites whose ships are in port
for “Fleet Week.” 

But elsewhere in the city that
never sleeps, America’s newspaper of
record, The New York Times, begins
to arrive on doorsteps in the early
morning hours. 

While they might be spending the
day at a Memorial Day picnic, the city’s
business leaders do get to breakfast
over the paper’s “Business Day” sec-
tion where their attention is atypically
directed northward to Canada.

“Questions in Canada but Only
Some Can Ask Them,” is the headline
over the page three story about Prime
Minister Stephen Harper’s attempt to
step around the first-come-first-serve
rule of questioning for Ottawa’s media.

The Harper PMO, says the Times
story, is moving toward the White
House model, and historian Allan
Levine suggests that “Canadian journal-
ists don’t appreciate how well they’ve
had things compared to how things are
done in Britain and the United Sates.”

The story goes on to suggest that
Mr. Harper is using the Bush White

House media playbook “by embrac-
ing local media outlets while battling
the national press.” This is where the
story — and perhaps Mr. Harper’s
strategy — runs off the rails. 

The problem with the strategy is
that Canada has virtually no local
media outlets left.

Thanks to a combination of gov-
ernment regulations which forbid the
sale of Canadian media to foreign
owners (save for a minority 25 per
cent) and relentless cost-cutting
pressures on newsrooms already
under the constant threat of media
merger and acquisitions, only a hand-
ful of companies own most dailies,
magazines, electronic media and an
increasingly large share of weeklies.

The independents, whether they
are local or national, are striking if
only for their continued existence in
the face of an intense media consoli-
dation unknown even in the U.S.

The PM can fly from sea to sea, but
in most cases it will still be the same
Canwest, Sunmedia, Torstar, Rogers
and other national outlets who will
want to hear what he has to say. He
might find some local reporters (local
in that they don’t live in Ottawa), but
their political coverage will still be
part of the chain’s national package. 

It could be that a made-in-U.S.A
media plan may not suit Mr. Harper
or Canada very well.

SPEAKING TO THE HOME CROWD
In Search of a Pulpit: First Fox, then Harper Make the Pilgrimage 

An email from the Prime Minister’s
Office last Friday informed us that

Stephen Harper will be in Washington
on July 6  for a working meeting with
President Bush “…to deepen our
bilateral ties and advance our shared
global agenda.”

Mr. Harper follows another North
American leader to the U.S. Last week
Mexican President Vicente Fox turned
up, among other places, at the Utah
State Legislature where he gave his
audience a rather specific message.

“We are your partners in security
against terrorism,” he told the law-
makers. “We are your allies in the war
on drugs and crime. We are your part-
ners in the drive for economic pros-
perity.” The “But” that follows this
statement is nearly palpable.

Few of the politicians present for Mr.

Fox’s 45-minute speech missed the point
that it was aimed at his Mexican con-
stituency. “President Fox’s speech…was
directed to a national audience, not just
us,” Utah Rep. Ron Bigelow told a local
newspaper. “He walked that very fine
line for politics in Mexico. He has to face
people back home.”

Mr. Harper has a similar problem,
but he is taking a more dangerous
route than addressing a state legisla-
ture. He will be meeting with a presi-
dent whose actions have earned the
distrust if not the loathing of a large
percentage of Canadians — and
Americans (85 per cent of Canadians
and 65 per cent of Americans disap-
prove of President Bush).

Speaking to the home crowd from
the unpopular White House won’t be
easy. Canada will be all ears.

Quote of the Week: Insisting on Majesty of All Institutions
“I feel that our institutions are the most important thing we have—not only the presidency, but
Congress, the courts, the apolitical bureaucracy and military, the press, because they stand between us
and tyranny.” — Richard Longworth, quoted in the Chicago Reader



Colombian president Alvaro Uribe wanted to be
re-elected, and on the May 28 elections, enough
Colombians felt the same. In 2004, the Colombian
Constitution was modified allowing for the presi-

dential re-election, and after the Constitutional Court rat-
ified the decision late last year, Uribe’s re-election is the
first for a Colombian president since the 19th century. 

The presidential campaign appeared to be a refer-
endum on Uribe’s government, but the Colombian
reality is considerably more complex and many other
factors were at play. 

A Populist with Good Economics
and a Pending Social Debt

In a time when the term “populism” is being used to
describe many a government in South America, Uribe
embodies some of the core characteristics of the defi-
nition, namely: the personalisation of politics, the tight
direct control over all matters of state, and the pater-
nalist empathy with the people. His movement, his
supporters and his political platform are all known as
“Uribismo”; the Colombian press has called him the
“minister of everything” who relegates his cabinet
members to deputy ministers of their portfolios; and,
as other charismatic leaders, Uribe “connects” direct-
ly with the people, through initiatives such as his
Communal Councils, where in endless sessions he dis-
cusses local issues with affected communities.

The most critical aspiration for Colombians, after
decades of widespread violence, continues to be peace.
If peace, as the definitive end to the armed conflicts that
mire the country, seems an unattainable goal, at least
Uribe has delivered in one front: cities are safer, with
indicators for all crimes —especially murders and kid-
nappings— down consistently. Critics of Uribe’s hard
line approach, expressed in his Democratic Security doc-
trine, point to human rights abuses in an indiscriminate
war on crime, but cannot question the results.

Under Uribe, the Colombian economy is doing quite
well: low inflation —under 5 per cent—, sustained
growth of 5.1 per cent, $ 5 billion (US) in foreign invest-
ment and exports of around $ 21 billion (US) last year.
Unemployment has decreased to 12 per cent, still a very
high level, in an improvement that barely made a dent in
the overall job creation deficit, and the still growing
informal economy. Some of the positive macro-econom-
ic indicators can be explained by current high commod-
ity prices, but still the outlook is good, provided there is
continuity in economic policies and, more controver-
sially, the approval by Congress of the recently reached
free trade agreement with the United States.

In Colombia, just as in other South American coun-
tries with recovering economies on the path of sustained
growth, huge social inequalities jeopardised the appar-
ent successes. Again, the Colombian situation presents
deeper complexities of its own. Decades of violence have
left millions of citizens trapped in the crossfire of multi-
ple armed actors, and being equally victimised by the
abuses, massacres and crimes of all of them alike. Two
million displaced internal refugees attest to this drama. 

Friends and Foes in the Search for Peace
Uribe’s peace negotiations with the rightwing militias,

that have lead to the de-mobilization of some 30,000
paramilitaries, have been criticised as cementing a cul-
ture of impunity and not preventing them from re-organ-
izing. Earlier this month the Constitutional Court nullified
some of the articles of the controversial Law of Justice
and Peace, arguably as a remedy to its leniency.
Defenders of the negotiations suggested that this might
jeopardise the process and insisted that the Law’s fair-
ness would have become apparent if and when the guer-
rillas accepted to negotiate and de-mobilize.

The Colombian guerrillas are organised in two main

groups: the Armed Revolutionary Forces (FARC), and the
National Liberation Army (ELN), both listed as terrorist
organisations by the U.S. and the European Union. The
ELN has agreed to initiate peace talks, and these have
begun in Havana. The FARC, on the other hand, are not
interested in negotiations, although for the first time
decided not to violently disrupt the elections. In recent
years, their actions have left aside any previous attempt
at ideological self-justification, exposing themselves as
the drug-trafficking criminal enterprises they are.

Interestingly enough, this electoral process has seen
another phenomenon: the emergence of a credible, dem-
ocratic, leftwing option in Colombian politics. The
Democratic Alternative Pole (PDA) is a coalition of sev-
eral forces grouped around former university professor
and Constitutional Court Judge, Senator Carlos Gaviria.
Further successes for the PDA will undoubtedly depend
on how it manages to bridge its internal differences, on
its performance as main opposition, and its commitment
to democracy by staying away from the guerrillas and
the influence of the neighbouring Venezuelan regime.

Staying Right in the Left Turn Lane
As with all of this year’s electoral processes in Latin

America and the Caribbean, the Colombian elections
also have an impact on the regional politics. Uribe has
been a close ally of the U.S. This country’s involvement
in the Colombian conflict has increased consistently
over the years, as the war on drugs was engulfed by the
war on terror. In Colombia, neither will be won by mili-
tary means alone. Cocaine will be produced and export-
ed as long as there is a market, and the guerrillas will
continue to subsist and profit from this business.

The Colombian conflict also spills over into neigh-
bouring countries. Refugees flee into Ecuador and
Venezuela; drug crops are planted in Brazilian territory;
and the guerrillas enjoy free range and impunity in
Venezuela where they have bases to replenish, and add to
their finances through the extortion and kidnapping of
local ranchers. The Venezuelan regime continues to dis-
tance itself from Colombia with its recent decisions to pull
out of both the Community of Andean Nations and the G-
3 (Mexico, Colombia and Venezuela). Chavez denounces
the U.S. presence in Colombia as a threat to Venezuelan
security, and has a nemesis-like relationship with Uribe,
although always goes out of his way to call him a friend.

The re-elected Uribe is facing enormous challenges:
his main argument was that he needed four more years
to deliver on all his promises, and Colombians have
once again bought his brand of hope. This time, he has
no choice but to deliver, and to do so, he will need
more than his motto: “work, work and more work.”

Vladimir Torres is an Ottawa-based Latin American
affairs analyst. 
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Colombians Buy
Uribe’s Charm (Again) 
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Explaining Iran’s Right to
Nuclear Technology
The dispute over the Islamic

Republic of Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram has reached a sensitive point.
To observe Iran’s right to have
access to the nuclear technology in
accordance with the Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), or negli-
gence of this right, has a decisive
role in the acceptance or rejection
of Europe’s proposals by Iran. Iran
has always declared that it is not
asking for any right more than those
stipulated in the NPT, and along
with being bound to the said treaty
obligations, Iran, also, must be able
to exercise its inalienable rights
based on the said treaty.

Iran believes that it has per-
formed a lot as its share to solve
the issue through negotiations and
using diplomatic channels, and dur-
ing the last months had offered var-
ious solutions that have faced by
indifference from Europe. These
solutions contained proposals that,
while recognizing Iran’s rights con-
sistent with the NPT, included nec-
essary guarantees for avoiding
deviation of the nuclear program.

Iran does not have a good expe-
rience regarding Europe’s approach
to offering proposals for solving the
dispute over the nuclear program.
During the negotiations with France
and the EU3 (Britain, France and
Germany), Iran fulfilled all of the
said countries’ requests, including
voluntary implementation of the
NPT’s Additional Protocol, suspen-
sion of all activities related to ura-
nium enrichment, for a long period,
just to give assurance about the
peaceful nature of its nuclear activ-
ities and in order to remove ambi-
guities. The presumption was that,
in response to the demonstration of
such a good intention and suspen-
sion of all nuclear activities, the
exercise of Iran’s rights regarding
peaceful nuclear activities includ-
ing fuel cycle and, in particular,
enrichment within its own soil will
be facilitated. However, in August
2005, Iranians were faced with such
a package of proposals that, as
interpreted by Reuters News
Agency, it was a gift-wrapped empty
box, and contained no hints of any
kind about Iran’s rights to enjoy
peaceful nuclear technology based
on the NPT.

In the meantime, Iran repeated-
ly and emphatically explained to
the EU3 negotiators that since the
negotiation with the three
European countries is for the pur-
pose of enrichment in Iran without
deviation from peaceful objectives,
they should avoid presenting any
suggestion which does not include
Iran’s right of exercising enrich-
ment, because nobody in Iran
would accept it. It was after Iran’s
rights were breached that this
country decided to base its
nuclear behaviour on the following
paradigms:
•  Any new proposal for solving the
issue satisfactorily must be based
on current realities, recognition of
Iran’s nuclear rights within the NPT
context and explanation of its ways
of exercise. 
•  Iran’s recent achievements in the
field of enrichment, including start-
ing the first cascade of 164 cen-
trifuges and gaining the nuclear
knowledge and technology, is an
irreversable reality. 
•  Considering the perfect trans-
parency of Iran’s nuclear program
and full supervision of the
Agency, any sort of suspension or
suspension request is irrational
and unacceptable.
•  Iran, accordingly, is ready for
understanding, discourse, and con-
structive negotiation to reach an
agreement and solution, in which
both issues of exercising Iran’s
enrichment right and no deviation
towards the nuclear armament are
contained. 
•  Exerting pressure and threaten-
ing against the Islamic Republic of
Iran will not lead any party to its
desired goals. Iran is decided to
attain her recognized rights based
on the NPT. 

If the European side is deter-
mined to solve the issue compre-
hensively and to observe Iran’s
concerns that incentives cannot
replace this country’s principal
rights in the field of fuel cycle, nat-
urally the road to reach a solution
containing both Iran’s rights and
assurance of activities being peace-
ful will stay open.

ABBAS ASSEMI
Chargé d’Affaires, a.i.

Iranian Embassy in Ottawa

Richard Gwyn, in assessing the
steeliness of the prime minister,

wrote of his actions: “the most
revealing was Harper’s decision to
ban the cameras from the Trenton
Air Forces base when the coffins of
Canadian soldiers come home” (Re:
“Steely PM Takes Canada Down
Radical Path” May 3). Flowing from
this decision, the Globe and Mail
said “Reporters were told they were
no longer welcome and defence
staff said the decision came from
the government.”

The decision would now appear
to have been not at all of the nature
assumed. Policy is now “I had given
fairly clear instructions that, when
bodies were to come home, fami-
lies were to be consulted,” Mr.
Harper said at a news conference in
Victoria. “And if all families were

agreed on making that particular
ceremony public, that our govern-
ment should have no difficulty with
that. I’m not sure what happened in
this case.”

The question, whether policy
had changed or not, is of conse-
quence. This is the second time
alteration of position has seeming-
ly occurred without acknowledg-
ment that such change had taken
place, the first being remembrance
of his view regarding Canada send-
ing troops to Iraq.

Why of consequence?
Establishing a pattern of making
180 degree turns without recogni-
tion they are being made provides
little future security in positions
taken by our country’s leader.

JOE HUEGLIN
Niagara Falls, ON

Consequence of a Policy Change

ANALYSIS

Vladimir
TORRES

The Colombian press has called Alvaro Uribe the “min-
ister of everything” who relegates his cabinet members
to deputy ministers of their portfolios.

PHOTOGRAPH BY ROBERT RIBEIRO, OAS
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By Sarah McGregor

Foreign Affairs Minister Peter MacKay
yesterday vowed to help ordinary
Haitians restore long-term stability,
but the Caribbean island must wait

while a major donors’ conference this sum-
mer draws closer to discover what Canada
thinks that’s worth.

The amount and timetable for continued
aid flows to Haiti are questions for the
Conservative Cabinet as a whole, says Mr.
MacKay, speaking to reporters after testify-
ing before the House of Commons Foreign
Affairs Committee on the subject of the poor-
est country in the Americas. It is “not a deci-
sion that will be made today,” he says. Mr.
MacKay says Canada’s help in Haiti will be
for “as long as necessary.”

The $190 million in aid Canada pledged to
Haiti over two years will be spent by the end
of this summer. Haiti is currently Canada’s
second largest aid recipient behind
Afghanistan. It is anticipated that the inter-
national community, including Canada, will
announce additional financial sums at a
major donors’ conference in Port-au-Prince
or Washington in July. Mr. MacKay says the
conference is the “best forum” to show
Canada has staying power in the region.
There, Canada will also encourage other gov-
ernments to “put their money on the table”

to prevent Haiti from backsliding.
Judicial reform, law enforcement training

and disarmament campaigns to rid the coun-
try of small handguns are key priorities, says
Mr. MacKay.

Mr. MacKay announced that he will make
his first trip to Haiti this Saturday, although
the agenda for his five-hour stopover isn’t
yet determined. Mr. MacKay will make the
brief visit on his way to the neighbouring
Dominican Republic, which shares the island
Hispaniola with Haiti and is the site of the
Organization of American States General
Assembly, taking place June 4 to 6. 

René Préval was sworn in as the demo-
cratically elected President of Haiti on May
14 with lofty expectations to deliver sound
leadership in a nation that’s oscillated
between military dictatorships and corrupt
regimes.

He was in Ottawa, Montreal and Quebec
last month —a visit that was almost hype-
free. There were no state dinners, joint
press conferences, funding announcements
or press releases. Mr. MacKay explains that
Mr. Préval had undergone an operation for
a serious health condition prior to his
meetings in Ottawa and that slowed down
the Haitian leader. Appointments with pub-
lic officials were cut short so that Mr.
Préval could rest in his hotel room. Mr.
MacKay says it was his own personal obser-
vation that Mr. Préval’s “health was not
good when he was in the country.” He later
told reporters, “It was obvious to me he
was in a lot of pain.” Mr. MacKay adds that
typical protocol of dignitaries wasn’t nec-
essary because Mr. Préval hadn’t been offi-
cially named president at the time.

sarah@embassymag.ca

Aid to Haiti Promised, But Not Expected Soon
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Trinidad & Tobago
Team - 2006

Back Row - Standing From Left To Right:

Marvin Andrews, Kelvin Jack, Oliver Camps
(President of the Trinidad and Tobago Football Association)

Professor George Maxwell Richards
(President of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago)

Avery John, Dwight Yorke(Captain), Dennis Lawerence

Front Row - Stooping From Left To Right:

Chris Birchall, Cyd Gray
Carlos Edwards, Russell Latapy

Stern John, Aurtis Whitley

T h e  W o r l d  C u p  o f  S o c c e r  2 0 0 6

Trinidad & Tobago

TRINIDAD

TOBAGO

The Trinidad and Tobago National Soccer Team - ‘The Soca Warriors’, will be playing
in the World Cup for the first time. The country has produced several International
players, like Dwight Yorke, Russell Latapy, Dennis Lawerence and Stern John.

The High Commissioner for Trinidad and Tobago,
His Excellency Arnold Piggott,

sends his best wishes to the team
for success at the World Cup.

Visit us at www.ttmissions.com 

Photos courtesy of www.fifaworldcup.yahoo.com/906/en/

■ Foreign Minister MacKay says
Canada is committed to helping
Haiti for as long as necessary, and
is expected to briefly visit the
country this weekend.

Foreign Minister Peter MacKay (left) says the recent visit to Canada by then president-elect René
Préval (right) was low-key due to Mr. Préval’s health.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JAKE WRIGHT, THE HILL TIMES AND SAM GARCIA, EMBASSY



prime minister’s promise of political input
and produce a motion of cross-party sup-
port if the assessment is positive.  “I think
this would be the opportunity [for political
opinion],” says Mr. Menzies. “The House is
really busy… but the committee has the
opportunity to ask questions to the industry
experts.”

In Canada, the tradition has been for
skilled bureaucrats from the federal and
provincial governments to lead rounds of
negotiations on the advice of Cabinet
Ministers whose departments have some-
thing at stake. At no point along the way
must free trade agreements pass the legisla-
ture for ratification.  The prime minister
holds unilateral power to seal the deal. In
recent years, limited consultation from elect-
ed representatives and ordinary Canadians
was sought ahead of the ratification of bilat-
eral trade agreements with Israel, Costa Rica
and Chile. Public opinion is often harnessed
through such informal channels as roundta-
bles and email submissions. By comparison,
the deep integration of Canada, the United
States and Mexico through the North
American Free Trade Agreement was the
subject of spirited debate that split
Canadians.

The signal from government officials in
Ottawa is that southern dealmakers have
insisted the contents of the agreement
remain secret to sustain bargaining power. 

CA4’s Recent Developments
Negotiators from CA4 nations were in

Antigua, Guatemala this month to re-energize
talks that have been stalled since 2004 when
the United States inked its own deal with
Central America, including the Dominican
Republic and Costa Rica. CAFTA-DR, as its
known, narrowly passed by two votes in the
House of Representatives in 2005 amid fears
of job loss and damage to the U.S.’s domestic
textile and sugar industries. 

Dealmakers of the CA4 including Canada
are set to convene again in July, likely in
Central America. The latest meetings are
informal and meant to prepare for upcoming
sessions that could become the real pres-
sure cookers. As is commonly the case in
trade negotiations, the toughest issues have
been left to the last, according to Brooke
Grantham, a spokesman for International
Trade Canada. “At this advanced stage of
negotiation it’s not unusual to be addressing
some of the more sensitive issues on both
sides,” he says. 

Market access for agriculture products and
duty- and quota-free status for textiles and
apparels are among the unresolved matters.  

One of the few Canadians conversant 
on the legal complexities of international
trade treaties is Don Fleming, an author
and law professor at the University of New
Brunswick. 

He says published working papers that
outline the core elements of the talks are suf-
ficient for the public to decide whether the
agreement is a good or bad thing. “It seems
to me counterproductive to have someone
looking over their shoulder as they discuss
all of the details” he says. 

He warns that the dense substance of inter-
national trade treaties would confound politi-
cians and it should remain the role of technical
experts to wade through the minutiae. The
NAFTA rules surrounding the trade of goods
and services runs 3,000 pages and technical
directions for the World Trade Organization,
that sit on top of most global trade activities,

are almost four times the length, he empha-
sizes. “You just can’t take that kind of detail to
an elected body and expect them to under-
stand it,” says Mr. Flemming. 

Parliament has a role in passing legisla-
tion to implement the final trade document if
national laws must change to conform to the
global pact, he says.

Mr. Fleming recommends an expansion of
the negotiating delegation to include the full
range of stakeholders. “Your representation
should come from the diversity of your dele-
gation,” he says. 

How Much Trade?
Trade almost tripled between Canada and

the CA4 countries between 1995 and 2003-04,
to $768 million from $291 million; less than
one per cent of Canada’s total trade. The rela-
tionship is so tiny that the value of an entire
year’s worth of business between the CA4
and Canada is the equivalent to two-thirds of
daily cross-border trade with the United
States. The bulk of Canadian exports to
Central America consist of goods: cereals and
malt, paper, fertilizers, fats and oils, plastics,
machinery, dairy products and vegetables.

A free trade agreement isn’t expected to
make a major impression on trade, says the
government. 

Mark Eyking, a Liberal MP and former

parliamentary secretary for emerging mar-
kets, says the economic pact could serve to
promote political freedom in a part of the
world that is increasingly at odds with the
United States. “It keeps peace,” he says, of
strong trade ties. “It’s small but a nice piece
of business [for Canada].” Mr. Eyking says
creating bi-partisan support and incorpo-
rating peoples’ views into trade treaties
should have greater importance.
“Sometimes trade is put in a box and not
given enough importance on the Hill. Trade
is linked to stability. You take Central
America, it’s touchy there,” he says.

The CA4 Under Wraps
CA4 opposition centres on a labour side

agreement that some fear will not protect the
rights of workers in the southern countries
that have weak employment laws. An envi-

ronmental examination is completed, but
concerns run high as Canada’s extraction
industry is a major force in Central America.
Another key concern is a clause that will
allow corporations to sue nations for creat-
ing laws that negatively effective their bot-
tom-line. 

These issues and more will come to a
head when the Commons International
Trade committee hears testimony on the
CA4 on Parliament Hill, June 12. 

Ms. Drost says human rights advocates
are wary of promises by the Conservative
government to grant Parliament new power
to vote on international treaties, saying politi-
cians must first be made knowledgeable on
the pros and cons of such an accord to make
an informed choice. Precisely what is under
discussion must be made fully known other-
wise politicians will have no idea what
they’re getting into, says Ms. Drost.

Some of the developing nations involved
are healing from years of civil strife and
struggling to grab a hold of democracy.
Among the persistent problems across the
region are massive income inequality, grind-
ing poverty and recurrent natural disasters.
“I think members of Parliament need to know
about this,” says Ms. Drost. “It has to get into
the public discourse.”

sarah@embassymag.ca

Can’t Expect Elected Body to Grasp
Detailed Trade Treaty: Academic
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“Sometimes trade is put in a box and 
not given enough importance on the Hill.”

—Mark Eyking, Liberal MP .

Chief negotiators from Canada and
four Central American countries in

the final lap of marathon talks to con-
clude a trade agreement have self-
imposed a deadline for the end of
2006, according to the Ambassador of
El Salvador to Canada. “We are hope-
ful that negotiations will finish this
year,” says Mauricio Rosales Rivera.
He adds that the coming seven
months are “break or make” and that
to that prolong talks into 2007 would
be a major “disappointment.”

Dealmakers from Canada,
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras and
Nicaragua, sat down May 23 for the
first session — albeit informal —
since the 10th round of official talks in
February 2004. They will meet in the
same casual setting in July. 

The idea of the Canada-Central
America Four, or CA4, is a treaty to
sweeten the environment for
Canadian goods and investment to
flow into Central America. The dia-
logue launched in 2001 — in Canada
by then-Liberal trade minister Pierre
Pettigrew — was interrupted when
the Central American nations turned
their attention to successfully forging
a trade pact with the United States.
Now, an accord with Canada has been
pushed to the front burner, but Mr.
Rosales warns the political will could
extinguish unless negotiators act
quickly to sew things up. “”They will
not suspend and start again, and so
forth, “ he says. “This is it.” 

He says Canada’s demands for mar-
ket access are much tougher than
what the United States had been ask-
ing, but refuses to divulge specifics to
protect what his describes as the con-
fidential bargaining positions of each
nation.  He rejects criticisms by human
rights, labour and environmental
groups in Latin America and Canada
that the clandestine haggling process
should be opened up and draft texts
publicized. “When you are in the
process of negotiation you don’t know
the small letter of policies,” he says. 

International Trade Canada’s
Assistant Deputy Minister of World
Markets, Ken Sunquist, hosted Latin
American ambassadors at the Foreign
Affairs headquarters in Ottawa on May
25 to discuss how to take advantage of
hemispheric trade opportunities.  During
the session, Martin Loken, Director of
Regional Trade Policy of ITCan, updated
diplomats on the CA4 negotiation.

–Sarah McGregor

Talks in Make
or Break Stage



Germany
Welcomes the World

A d v e r t i s i n g  F e a t u r e

June 9, 2006, the whistle will blow for
the start of the world’s largest sporting
event. Thirty-two teams with one
objective: winning the 2006 World Cup.

For four weeks they will fight for the title in a total of
64 matches. Some 3.5 million spectators are
expected, including 1.5 from outside Germany. Fifty
towns and cities are planning live telecasts on
enormous screens. Eleven skyscrapers on

Frankfurt’s skyline will be lit up by bright laser lights
for the World Cup. Munich is organizing a fan
festival at the Olympic area and Berlin a huge party
on the Love Parade route. The expectations are
enormous and the preparations are in full swing.
After all, the country of the three-time World Cup
winners – and current holders of the Women’s
World Cup – also wants to present itself as a tourist
destination, cultural nation and economic location.

O
n

Welcome to the 2006 



A d v e r t i s i n g  F e a t u r e

The Federal Government is providing some 30 million euros
for the art and culture programme of the World Cup as well
as an additional 20 million euros, jointly with German
industry, for the Land of Ideas image campaign. A
multimedia soccer globe, shows and exhibitions are
currently touring the country to get people in the mood. A
dozen international artists have designed posters for the
World Cup. Renowned authors will create poetic
interpretations of soccer epigrams (“After the game is

before the game”) for city billboards. And the Goethe Institut
is sending a photographic exhibition entitled Weltsprache
Fussball – Planet Soccer on tour to a hundred cities all over
the world. “Never before has there been such an ambitious
cultural programme in the run-up to a soccer World Cup,”
says Federal Interior Minister Otto Schily. He also knows the
soccer adage that “The truth lies on the pitch.” We wish
you a warm welcome to the 2006 World Cup in Germany. 

World Cup in Germany 



Germany
Welcomes the World

A d v e r t i s i n g  F e a t u r e

Schedule
On June 8, 2006, the opening gala will be held in the history-steeped Olympiastadion in Berlin and then, on
June 9, Munich will be ready for the kick-off of the 2006 World Cup, the world’s greatest sporting event.

Opening
For the first time ever, the beginning of a World Cup is being celebrated with a gala ceremony. On June 8,
2006, after the sun has set, 75,000 people at the Berlin Olympiastadion and millions of television viewers will
be able to experience an extravaganza for the senses staged by performance artist André Heller.

Tickets
The rush for tickets was immense. In the first sales period there were four times as many orders as tickets.
However, second, third and fourth sales periods followed in the run-up to the championship. Please note that
allocated tickets are non-transferable. Further details: www.fifaworldcup.com

Campaign
A campaign is launched. With the aid of the Land of Ideas initiative, Germany aims to introduce itself to the
world as an open and innovative country during the 2006 World Cup. A central element of this image campaign
is the Walk of Ideas. Enormous sculptures of important inventions have been uncovered in the centre of Berlin.
Germany – Land of Ideas is an initiative of the Federal Government and German industry. The patron is Federal
President Horst Köhler, who also originated the phrase “Land of Ideas”. Further details: www.land-der-ideen.de

Travel
2006 FIFA World Cup Travel & Event Services in Frankfurt is a one-stop shop offering everything visitors need:
travel from outside Germany, transfers within Germany, tourist trips and business packages. Travel & Event
Services also looks after teams and officials. 2006 FIFA World Cup Accommodation Services offers hotel
rooms in all World Cup cities and in all price categories. Further details: www.fifaworldcup.com. Deutsche
Zentrale für Tourismus, Germany’s tourism authority, offers information about Germany, its most attractive
cities and most beautiful tourist regions, its sights and cultural highlights on its website at www.dzt.de.
Deutsche Bahn is a national sponsor and connects the World Cup cities with state-of-the-art Intercity trains.

Art
Sport inspires art. Internationally renowned artists have participated in the Official Art Poster project. The Luo
brothers from China created the work A Cup for Your Toy, German artist Norbert Bisky is represented with
Perfect Match, and Maracana stems from Beatriz Milhazes of Brazil. Further details: www.artfootball.de

Your Guide
to the 2006
World Cup
in Germany 



huge soccer ball globe is touring the cities in Germany where World Cup soccer
matches are to be played and promoting the championship with multimedia
animations and attractive cultural events.
Strokes of genius can actually be so simple. André Heller says he gave much

thought to what the symbol of the 2006 World Cup in Germany might look like, before he
finally came up with his solution: a soccer ball!
After all, what object could be better suited to
promoting this huge event than a soccer ball,
asks the Austrian multimedia artist and cultural
adviser for the 2006 World Cup. So now a
huge soccer ball-globe advertising for the 2006
World Cup will be touring Germany over the
next two years.
In the light of day, this promotion
monument actually looks like a
soccer ball – with its dark
pentagonal panels. When night falls,
however, the globe begins to
change. The huge blackand-white
casing becomes an oscillating light-
object which either shows the
outlines of all the world’s continents,
radiates the magic of the round
leather ball, or even gazes at the
viewer through dozens of large
eyes. Furthermore, the
metamorphosis on the outside is
indicative of what is happening
inside. During the daytime, the
globe is a multi-medium, so to
speak, which appeals to our eyes
and ears enticing us inside to
participate and marvel, in the
evening it turns into a mixture of
meeting place and workshop,
studio and salon. 
The World Cup championship motto
is: “Time to make friends”. This also
applies to the globe, of course. As a
cultural site, it is intended as a link:
between the foreign and the local,
the beautiful and the difficult, the
necessary and the possible, the
sublime and the commonplace. The
guests invited to the events come
from all over the world, from
Uruguay and Cameroon, from
Verona, Tokyo, Adelaide or San
Francisco. And needless to say,
they also come from the cities
where the soccer ball-globe is, at
home, as it were. The globe
provides a foretaste of what the
world can expect in Germany in
2006: a large cultural program and
a huge soccer festival, but above
all, open-mindedness and
hospitality, fun and enthusiasm – the
kick-off is June 9th, 2006.

A d v e r t i s i n g  F e a t u r e

Soccer Ball Globe

The World Cup
championship motto is:
“Time to make friends”. 

Discover Deutsche Welle, with news, background information and cultural
highlights from all over the world in German and English.
Also get complete coverage of FIFA World Cup 2006 on Deutsche Welle:
www.dw-world.de/worldcup

In Canada, DW-TV is carried by Bell ExpressVu, Rogers Cable, Shaw
Cablesystems, Vidéotron Ltée and many local cable operators. DW-RADIO’s
English and German Services are included in the package offered by Bell
ExpressVu. To receive information on TV and radio programming from
DEUTSCHE WELLE, one of Europe’s top international broadcasters, contact:

DW Offi ce Canada
P (905) 473-9944
dwcanada@start.ca
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