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• 140,000 sq km 

• 3rd largest reserves 

• $200+ billion in 
investment 

• 200 projects approved to 
date 

• 20% surface mining, 80% 
in situ 

• labor and capital 
intensive 

• up to 50,000 mobile 
workers 

 

 

 



The Context of 
“Community” in Fort 
McMurray 

bigspirit.ca, 2010 
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Fig 5.1 Total “Shadow Population” of OIL/TAR 
SANDS 2000 to 2015 

(RMWB 2015 Census Report p. 67) 







“One of the areas that the municipality and industry disagree on 
is the camps. So the municipality, they don’t like the camps, the fly 
in, fly out. Because…they don’t see any benefit to the community. 
They want to establish livable community and…they may come in, 
they may use the medical, they may go to the restaurants. Go to 
the theatre. Use it – whatever. The facilities and services they 
have here, but they don’t pay any taxes and then they go back to 
their – wherever, right. So…for the regional municipality, they see 
it as a real negative. For industry, they see it as a real positive, 
because they’re located close to their work site and…they don’t 
have to drive on the highway, they’re on time at work. So that’s 
an example where there’s a real difference, and we’re…kind of 
sometimes caught in the middle in that sort of discussion.” 
         (Provincial Official) 



Joslyn Mine SEIA 2010 





Oil & Gas Inquirer 



Chipewyan Prairie Dene First Nation Review of 
MEG Surmont In Situ Project 2012 





Proximity and Mobile Dwelling 

“[H]ow can we develop an 
alternative understanding of 
proximity that allows us to 
consider multiple forms of 
receptivity to other near-dwellers 
that are encountered in 
movement? . . . In this alternative 
understanding, rather than 
proximity giving rise to different 
kinds of mobility, mobility itself 
gives rise to different kinds of 
proximity” (Bissell 2012: 351-352) 

“What such a 
perspective lends to 
analysis is a much more 
relational and 
processual 
understanding of place 
(Massey 1994)” (Bissell 

2012: 350) 
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