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R .'“,'ABSTRACT”

Th1s study was: des1gned to expTore and assess the re]at1onsh1p j '

‘ J
jof student part1c;pat1on 1n a: hlgh\SChOOT cocurr1cu1um to student ach1eve-

a
vocat1ona1 and trades and serv1ce vocat1ona1 programs

\

‘ment in 1ndustr1av

\

ui1n an Edmonton p’b11c h1gh schooT o . 5
L It wa asSUmed that the effect of part1c1pat1on 1n the co- [

,fcurr1cu1um cou d be adequate]y assessed by quest1on1ng.students and the1r
o T

- *Zparents | Four hypotheses were deve]oped for th1s study, name]y tudents

“;’the1r ach1evement 1n vocat1ona1 and tra

»ifwho part1c1pate in the cocurr1cu1um demonstrate h1gher ach1evemen‘

TeveTs
';f1n vocat1ona1 and trades and servtce vocat1ona1 programs than do n n- |
'*fpart1c1pants, students who part1c1pate in non athlet1c cocurr1cu1ar ct—
-t 1v1t1es demonstrate h1gher ach1evement TeveTs 1n vocat1ona1 and trades o
,'and serv1ce vocat1ona1 programs, the greater the TeveT of parfn a] support ?

Lt

,ifor the cocurr1cu1um the h1gher the number of vocat1ona1 and/t ades and

fﬂserv1ce vocat1ona1 students part1c1p7t1ng, and the greater the Students

",comm1tment to part1c1pat1on 1n the cocu2r1cu1um, the h1gher the 1eve1 of
es and serv1ce vocat1ona1 pro-

"Fgramsi; ;"kg:u fff? ‘;j;:_ _"'rv~'; :;.1;? ﬁ:f}: | ’

A rev1ew of the 11ter1ture 1nd1cated that much work had been

"-1 “done 11nk1ng ach1evement and cocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on at the post-"

>

C‘fsecondary TeveT There was not however, ew1dence of research T1nk1ng
"bﬂcocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on to ach1evement of non-academ1c and spec1aT £
. ::uprogram students at the h1gh schooT Tevel | - '
k Two 1nstruments were used 1n th1s study The 1gh SchooT

| i Educat1ona1 GoaT Quest1onna1re Part 11,.(McGrath (1971),,0bta1ned student

» lresponses The Parents Quest1onna1re on Cocurr1cu1ar Act1v1ties, Sherr1tt

[
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(1964), obtained parenta] responses ‘The‘population consisted‘of 311;

gr de e]even students enro]1ed in an 1ndustr1a1 vocational or Year 03

tr des and serv1ce course that had a credit va1ue of ten or more at -
! . /

V1ctoria Composite H1gh Schoo1 during the 'school year 1981~ dz ]

samp1e was composed of f1fty percent df the population selected at

random from registrants

Recomme d- -

‘ : second and fourth
at1ons for poss1b1e act1on are that efforts be made*to encourage all
1ndustria1 vocat1ona1 and trades and serv1ce vocat1ona1 students t
part1cipate in the cocurr1cu1um, that a student survey to ascertafn the

1nterest and need for new. act1v1t1es be conducted that equa1 promot1on"

be g1ven to ath1et1c and non- ath]et1c act1v1t1es, and that parenta]

| support for the cocurr1cu1um be 1ncreased through commun1cat1on and by

j .
d1rect 1nvo1vement in the cocurr1cu1um

The re]at1onsh1p between cocurr1cu1ar i§r¢1c1pat1on and

student ach1evement 1n other h1gh schoo] program areas and at the Jun1or

4

h1gh schoo] are suggested areas for further reSearch nf '~'tjtt

o e
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
' #
Student participation in inter-school and intra-school athletics,
clubs and social events has traditionally been defined as “cocurricular
participation" or "extra-curricu!&r participation".
Cocurricular activity programs, the cocurriculum, have been a
éubject of much.concern and research during the past half 6entury: View-
| points towards the cocurriculum have extended between the views of Counts
'(19?6) who saw the cocurriculum as activities that "forced their way into
the school program”, to Kline and M;Graw (1974) who contend that the co-
curriculum makes a most valuable contribution toward meeting youth's
developmental needs and'compIeménting the required and elective curriculum
of thé'schoo1. A move toward ehpirical research on the cocurriculum has
been spurred by the increased emphasis of life-skills devélopment as part
ogpthé students’ progrém. Call (19745 infers that while a major'concérn
of eduéatioh is to educate the whole student; the major emphasis tends
}o be dn the intellectual development through formal c]assroom‘instruction.
wﬁile much discussion has concerned itself with cocurricular participation,
Cal¥ recalls that very little hard data to either supﬁbrt‘or reject areas '
- of emphasis is available (p.j). 3
| Central to this study was the belief by Call (1974), Buser (1971),;
‘,,Macleod;ahd,Khilli(]968) and others that a worthwhile study would be an ‘
"~ investigation of fhe effect gn indivigual educational performances as co-

curricular participation increases.

Two major limitations in. the available research are:

1



[1leThe TaCk of 1nf0rmat1on concern1ng the re]at1onship between co—

/

.=y‘curr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on and program spec1f1c ach1evement at the h1gh

"‘~§school 1eve] Otto 1535 1975) Spady (1970, 1971) Snyder, E. (1959)

";'_;Snyder, F and B]ocker (1969) and Bourgon (1967) genera]]y agree that ﬁf~:"

Vwr?fnpart1c1pat1on 1n cocurr1cu1ar programs has a stat1st1ca11y s1gn1f1cant

f effect on educat1ona] atta1nment There are however, no spec1f1c ‘
“.»1nd1cat1ons of the programs or courses from wh1ch educattona] atta1n-}
'dvakiment' was measured An 1nferend§—that may be drawn is that stud1es '*ed
"y;have tended to equate atta1nment/ach1evement 1evels w1th grades 1n o
'd“fwhat K]lne and McGraw (1924) 1dent1fy as "the f1rst curr1cu1um ‘
;nrfsthose subj%%ts estab11shed by boards as "requ1red areas of study

:'ff”fessent1a1

*Tg’others h ve s1m11ar]y centered the1r stud1es on the re]at1onshlp Of
‘ﬁ:offcocurr1cu ar part1c1pat10n - ach1evement/atta1nment to col]ege entrants‘
"Q?eor hlgh schoo1 students w1th co]]ege aSP1rat‘°"5 Th15 St”dy was |
1"}f}11m1ted to exp]ore the re]at1onsh1p of cocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat10n t° :
*v;:?_h1gh schoo] students program 5P9C1f‘c ach1evement, ”; |
1f2;ﬁrThe narrow def1n1t1on of “part1c1pat1on 1n the cocurr1cu1um A]most'éﬂo'ﬁ
’?f5“511 stud1es noted have def1ned Part1c1pat1on as forma1 membersh1pv1n je

‘fi’pa sponsored ath]et1c or non ath]et1c act1v1ty

Statement of the Prob]em f_ff g -
The purpose of th1s study was to exp]ore and assess the~re1at1on—';

:sh1p of student part1r1pat1on 1n a h1gh schoo1 cocurr1cu1um to student

: ach1evement 1n vocat1ona1 and trades and serv1ce T & S prOgrams, 1n an
T . '0 "9’

7;Edmontcn pUb]TC h1gh SCh°°1 Spec1f1ca1}y 1t sought to answer the ;a*~"‘

. 1} Nhat effect does part1c1pat1on 1n the cocurr1cu1um have on student

0 alf c1t1zehs" (p 42) Tay1or (1971) Ca11 (1974) and ‘,;Iﬂjfé



: ach1evement in vocat1ona1 and T & S vocat1ona1 programs? -

fSWhat effect does part1c1pat1on in the athTet1c act1v1t1es have on-
c'student ach1evement 1n vocat1ona1 and T & S vocat1ona1 programs, as
'ficompared to non—ath]et1c part1c1pat1ons? ‘ | R
;g,what 1nf1uence does parentaT support for the cocurr1cu1um have on‘:,f
«‘?vocatwonaT and T & S vocat1ona] students part1c1pat1on7 | |
.f:What effect does students percept1on of cocurnTcuTar part1cipat1ons
‘;have on’ the1r ach1evement TeveTs 1n vocat1ona1 and T & S vocat1ona1
::Programsv S e | e -
| Ll Need for the Study |

Much work has been done T1nk1na academ1c achwevement and co-;}gl‘

urr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on espec1a11y at the post secondary TeveJ There'1s £
ot however, much ev1dence of research T1nk1ng cocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on fyj~-’f‘
o ach1evement of non academwc and spec1a1 program students, e. g T & S andiplfﬁf'

/';'
[N
AN
- . - B /.

ocat1ona1

Educators have trad1t1ona11y.worked on the assumpt1on that 1f a
tudent 1s not good academ1ca11y, then he/she is, best su1ted to,a vocat1ona11;f‘?et
pec1a1 educat1on program Many vocat1ona1 programs and aTT T & S type |
rograms therefore tend to serve those Who are assessed academ1ca11y weakL:Tvbfﬁ
h1s resuTts most frequent]y in the Tower1ng of these students se]f—~a ‘.wr Tffd
oncept the1r regard for the schooT, and a Tessen1ng of the1r part1c1pat1onﬁﬁf.:‘

n act1v1t1es assoc1ated w1th the schoo] and the cocurr1cuTum Otto 1975),iv--75

n reference to schoo]s who pena11ze students by deny1ng part1c1pat1on_
NS S

;r1v1Teges, stated

B 'fH1gh school poT1c1es wh1ch deny part1c1pat1on in extra- v
" .curricular -activities to those who have not. achieved a ;1wf%v,j RN
minimal grade. po1nt average may be pena11z1ng those very e

- students who can ﬂeast afford 1t ( 173) S :

’ Q._‘Vocat1ona1 and T & S students have trad1t1ona1]y been regarded ,p:r"/'fh'
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As/ﬁo'w }:achviever:s wh-ki'ns‘ (19‘74) and wendt (]968) ‘Found s1gmf1cant "

- d1fferences between vocat1ona1 ‘and academ1c students v Inc]uded Jin these
,}d1fferences are . | j’.- e | o |

o 1. Lower SES for vocat1ona1 students, L =

Ay}é Poor att1tude tQWards educat1on by vocat1ona1 students

;.‘ v':l Teachers work1ng 1n the area of the cocurr1cu1um wou]d agree‘ ":;,

J’:.fw1th Spady (1971) who states that the cocurr1cu1um can prov1de a11 part-

I

'f,1c1pat1ng students two maJor re1nforcers

¥7'fj1 Status and prest1ge, ‘*'.;:w;jff77 ”'U

2. Sk1115 and att1tudes that serve as resources 1n students questffor:p{‘

future success "”Tt” -[,,_T't_ R

Sherr1tt(1964) 1n a study of h1gh schoo] graduates, exam1ned 1n

s ,”h1s the51s the quest1on "do extracurr1cu1ar act1v1t1es make a contr1but1on

E f"to the accomp]1shment of the a1ms and ob3ect1ves of educat1on?"‘ McGrath

"'Qf(1971) conc1uded 1n h1s study that part1c1pat1on was: not re]ated to _
'_efeducat1ona1 and occupat1ona1\goals when 1nd1v1dua1 SES grades and parenta] /*}{yif

‘t;encouragement were controT]ed These two most recent Canad1an stud1es of

“"if‘the cocurr1cu1um have done much to expand OUF know]edge Of the effects °f

T{vCocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on on certa1n goa] and career atta1nments There fﬁ:/hl
E,ffare,'however, no known stud1es that attempt to exp]ore the re]at1onsh1p of
"rcocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on to program spec1f1c educat1ona1 ach1evements
”:‘The need for such stud1es has, however,,been hoted by many wr1ters |
The Supervrsor, Cocurr1cu1um,‘Edmonton Pub11c Schoo]s, 1nd1cated
.tTtthat to the best of h1s knowledge no study of the re]at1onsh1p had been
Tigcarr1ed out 1n the system In v1ew of the fact that the Edmonton Pub11c

7Schoo] system s budget 1nc1udes substant1a1 mon1es for the operat1on of the :;ﬂfa

4'7¢cocurr1cu1um, the need for th1s study was further Just1f1ed‘~'

i e . G
McKown (1952) noted that the ]ack of eva]uat1ve data on cocurr1cu1ar



on students ach1evement ‘ «,7i1”““'5ﬂ*‘frf’

' aT]ow recommendat1ons to be made as to

>thompos1te H1gh SchooT Edmonton Alberta,

¥ : : : :
t . . ‘ .

i part1c1pat1on has 1mpeded growth of the cocurr1cu]um and 1mpeded.our

bﬁlknowTedge of the Tong and short term effects of coourr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on

0

| The know]edge ga1ned through thas study would 1t was be11eved

«The effect of cocurrrcu]ar part1c1pat1on to vocat1ona1 and T & S o

wnstudents system w1de, " F_' ,n;~f1* 'n.ivnxffw

e

;“The need to 1ncrease or decrease the present emphas1s of the co-4

)7jThe d1rect1ons that further research in th1s area may\take

o De11m1tat1ons I*f("h'

Th1s study was de11m1ted 1n the fo]10w1ng ways

.,‘It was restr1cted to the vocat1ona1 and T & S program at V1ctor1a St

.3th 1nc]uded on]y those students who' were e roTTed in the program
“fidur1ng the 1981 82 schoo] year,ﬂm:;ig?ﬁ'}f ghf'ff'i ”" | ‘ |
;‘ﬂReSU1t5 °bta1n9d may aPD1y 0n1y tO the programs spec1f1ed at V1ctor1a 'lf

3]Compos1te H1gh SchooT un]ess s1m11ar resuTts have been found prev1ou51yff;;f”

h{qn other h1gh schools, i | 4 Sl
ﬁ’}ResuTts obta1ned may reTate onTy to the 1nstruments spec1f1ed unlj;s
’f‘s1m11ar resu]ts have been obta1ned by us1ng the same 1nstruments

;r.other schoo]s ‘u[ft‘:7j fﬁ;.i ”1“f :fo *;.:ﬁ '-j::y_;T_hi;t:”j/_“ J

Hypotheses to be- Tested rnay‘i, {
The foTTow1ng hypotheses were deve]oped for th1s Stndy

.f'Students who part1c1pate 1n the cocurr1cu1um demonstrate h1gher S

:f,iach1evement levels in- vocat1ona1 and T & S vocat1ona1 programs than

o d9 -nonfvpartl-CIPan.tsa. =



.fZ; VStudents who part1c1pate in nonvathlet1c cocurr1cu1ar act1v1t1es

_fdemonstrate h1gher ach1evement 1eve1s 1n vocat1ona1 and T & S -

‘,t‘.
¢

o vocatwona] programs,,i"7f;l -1f ;3( KJ

e L

W_3lJ?The greater the 1eve1 of parental support for the cocurr1cu1um, the

:s7h1gher the number of vocat1ona1 and T & S vocat1qna1 students part-'

!.-
L A e S Y
1'/‘

“f1c1pat1ng, |
‘”4;;7The greater the students comm1tment to part1c1pat1on 1n the co-
i curr1cu]um,_the h1gher the 1eve1 of the1r ach1evement 1n vocat1ona1
7?and T & S vocat1ona1 programs e -

: U
§, .o N
iy AL

Def1n1t1on of Terms E »lliif\dfr,

.':{fﬂfl f“ Cocurr1cu1ar Act1v1t1es Any act1v1ty that fa1ls outs1de the

”a°vrecogn1zed and sponsored 1n whoieﬁo

'fprescr1bed h1gh sch001 forma1 academ1c vocat1ona1 curr1cu1um and 1s

rj1n part by the Sch001 Government or

achhool Counc11 Th1s w11] 1nc1udef1?t\r and 1ntramura1 athlet1cs, clubs,‘f;i |

‘4v5‘dances and other events of a soc1a1 nature;“»V'

Cocurr1cu1ar Part1c1pat1ons Scores w1

compr1se recorded 1n-

‘?;‘vo1vements 1n a11 Schoo1 Government recogn1zed and sponf red act1v1t1es 1n[131'ff

.“'dfand outs1de of the school Included 1n these scores W111 bedc“?’.’~ membe

*'i:sh1ps, attendance at schoo] dances, spectat1ng at 1ntra schoo1 and 1ﬁtet\“ff‘.‘

. %~<choo] ath]et1c and non ath]et1c act1v1t1es

Educat1ona1 Ach1evement Refers to students 1ndustr1a1— ]'t'.

ii;,vocat1ona1 marks obta1ned from report cards 1ssued by the Edmonton Pub11c'ftﬁ}>N

'5l;;QSchoo1 Board 1n Apr11 1982

b

"5-1{yftwenty cred1t des1gnated 1ndustr1a1 vocaH'JCma'l program dur1ng the per1od

o of the study at V1ctor1a Composdte h1gh schooT Lo

Trades & Serv1ce Student Any student whose program 1s compr1sed."l

*I-i{of des1gnated T & S courses and 1s reg1stered in the Year 03 program at

Vocat1ona] Student Any student reg1stered 1n a ten, f‘fteen Orfeff?"



T

5 ;maJor educat1ona1 and/or soc1a1 prob]ems in Jun1or Hﬂgh SchooT, and had

. « : SR ) el o
V1ctor1a Compos1te h1gh schooT "ATTistudents designated T& S experienced o

o .hd1ff1cu1ty 1n pass1ng Grade 9 T: ' 1 ‘" i o : ,in' 3

';populat1on

: Pare_

/ \\\mother, father or guardwan of students who compr1se the -

PopuTat1on. The 151 students enro]led 1n a. Grade 11 or T & S

' r‘Year 03 1ndustr1a1 vocat1ona1 program for a m1n1mum of ten cred1ts dur1ng

| the 1981 82 schooT year at Victoria Composwte h1gh schoo]

e

amp]e A group of 76 students obta1ned through computer1zed

ﬂ:random seTect1on from the popuTat1on

0verv1ew of the The51s

Thu;f1rst chapter has presented a statement of the ptob]em,.

i f;Just1f1cat1on for the study, and stated fopr hypotheses that are- to be -

v7[student and parent quest1onna1res, and crosstabuTat1ons w111 be presented

'r-to 1nd1cate the reTat1onsh1p, 1f any, between var1ab1es 1n the study

»3ofor add1t1ona1 research

""53: tested . In add1t1on, de11m1tat1ons and term def1n1t1ons have been deta11ed

.\\\v

R Chapter two wﬂ1 present a rev1ew of the theratUre concern1ng the -
f1e1d of cocurr1cu1ar act1v1t1es and re]ated var1ab1es | ","
The th1rd chapter deta115 the methodo]ogy of the study and prov1des

descr1pt1ons of the popu]at1on, sanp]e ana 1nstruments us to -c]Tect the

'k.:tdata for the study

The fourth chapter w1TT prov1de the data co]]ec,ed from the

<.

The flna] chapter w111 present conclus1ons and d1scus51on to the

ﬁ"'support or non support of the hypotheses stated 1n chapter one The chapter

'Tiw111 concTude W1th recommendat1ons for poss;b]e act1ons, and suggested areas



N _‘ CHAPTER 11
IR REVIEw OF THE LITERATURE

“The dearth of serious theor1zing about the’ func ions and

- consequences of the h1gh school extracuprriculum is paral]--
eled only by ‘the scarcity of relevant. empirical resefrch

oon 1§s)potent1a1 and: actua1 consequences (Spa y; 1971 e
- p 380 1 ) v i R . : . ER

'The past s1xty years have prOV1ded a feasﬂ f 1iterature relevant'

to the subJect of cocurr1cu1ar act1v1ty programs ‘W1th1n the broad spectrum{f

b
\

‘d“of d1scuss1on on this| subaect the ]1terature prov1ded |
‘:of the f1ve ba51c research quest1ons It was poss1b1e to research the who,’
what, when and where'of the cocurr1cu1um In very few sources, however,_ ‘
';was one ab1e to f1nd adequate answers to the quest1ons awhy have a co- |
fcurr1cu1ar program?“ or, . 1n a s1m11ar ve1n,‘“of what va]ue are student

‘hact1v1t1es7“

P

| Graham (1964) asked the 1atter quest1on : Unfortunate]y, ne1ther

,prrofessor Graham, her predecessors or contemporar1es have managed to present

?‘1§,What SPady (1971, 1970) has - ca11ed adequate re]evant emp1r1ca1 researchf;*fV‘

h‘_Graham, herse]f, stated that the 1ack of ob3ect1ve ev1dence that the far
;freach1ng purposes of the cocurr1cu1um are be1ng ach1eved necess1tates a
‘caut1ous statement about how students are 1nf1uenced by part1c1pat1on
?(p 16) Buser (1971) fe]t there 1s cause for concern for both the state
"i“.of the act1v1ty programs and the1r potent1a1 ro1e in the schoo1s of the :
‘““sevent1es (p 50) ‘ A,‘ rff'e[ | o |

The concerns about the vaTue of the cocurr1cu1um to students 1s

o fnot Just a’ feature of the research 1n the past two decades : L1terature

. [ o
1_dat1ng back to the ]920 s expressed s1m11ar concerns Ear]y attempts to“ ’

R answer the questlon why have a- cocurr1cu1um?' have been reso]ved by

ST AR T 8 o " e RN
‘ v'lv R N o y - o ! . e - -

the answers to four o



presenting brOad goal statements of studenttachievement ‘and enrichment' in
the areas of. respons1b111ty, c1t12ensh1p, 1eadersh1p, enhanced se]f-1mage,
fetcetera _ Counts. (1926) suggested that the on]y Togical way to measure the -

des1rab1e outcomes of the cocurricu]um was to ask those students graduat1ng

o

from high school. He cont1nued ; :

.‘On1y Y the measurements of 1ts contr1but1on to the
_accepted objectives of education, through the deve]opment

of habits, knowledges, attitudes, dispositions, and ,
pow rs gan the value of any schoo] procedure be determ1ned

“(p./ 419

/

Some four: decades later Mac]eod and Kn111 (1968) noted thaf there

s ‘a. need(for research on students counc11s that was based on theories

e wf?wh1ch were not mere]y statements of what some 1nd1v1dua1 be11eves‘ought to

B

ons that can be conf1rmed by exper1ence (p 208)

be, but ather were descriptive theories which could give rise to empiricaliv
predlctff /

/ The 11terature abounded w1th statements as to the need for obgect1ve

I

research and eva]uat1on of the cocurr1cu1um ~In view of~th1s, it was most
interest1ng to note how 11tt1e had actua]]y been carr1ed out Counts
'(1926) wnth exce]]ent pred1ct1ve power might have ref]ected the att1tude

- of many of: today s hagh schoo1 teachers 1n th1s conc]us1on to h1s paper on

,Qact1v1ty programs . X;I

: These act1v1t1es have forced the1r way 1nto the 3ch001

. program, and, even though we might seek to oppose them, :

- they will. probab]y remdin there .for years to come. We"

" must strive to derive from them the largest-c¢rop of
educational values which they can be made to yield. o
‘This result can be achieved only as the work of eva]uat1on e i
is~ prosecuted w1th success . (p 421) - v o

It 1s the purpose of th1s chapter to present a rev1ew of selected d
vm:111terature relevant to the eva]uat1on of h1gh schoo1 cocurr1cu1ar act1v1ty ﬁd

jprograms and the1r re]at1onsh1p to student ach1evement 1n program spec1f1C'
- m:jareas of the htgh schools" forma] Curr1cu1um In add1t1on 11terature is

» presented that prov1des some h1stor1ca1 background to the cocurr1cu1um, o



/

~
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and an eva1uation of the 1iterature and its sufficiency‘or non;sufficienty

is made | Further 1iterature'is presented to. i11ustrate some of the many
variables that need to be con51dered when a study of cocurr1cu1ar part1c-

1pat10n and ach1evement 1eve1s in the formal curr1cu1um areas is made

;’sz’w,ﬂ/ggcurraeutar AEtTV?tglhrograms

. The term, the cocurr1cu1um, as used throughout th1s study, was _

"used to descr1be a11 of those act1v1t1es that fell outs1de of the high

schoo] s forma1 academ1c vocat1ona1 curr1cu1um These act1v1t1es m1ght

. be formal or informal, socjalvor recreattonal, ath]et1c or non-athletic.

Provided that the‘activity was identified within the following purpose-

statement; it was ‘accepted as part of the cocurriculum. 'The Edmonton Public'

| Schoo1 Board s Schoo1 Adm1n1strators Handbook 1981, stated

“The broad purposes of student extra curr1cu1ar organ1zat1ons
~and c1ubs are

1;';To contr1bute to the betterment of overal] schoo] and
: ‘commun1ty c11mate,

; '2.‘rTo enhance and supp1ement ‘the 1nstruct1on offered in
- all subJect areas, ' '

3. To aid in the achievement of the broad goals of
education as stated by the Department of Educat1on .
(p- 198) . e .

e —

The 11terature presented a vast array of statements of. purpose

:'and ph1losoph1es for the cocurr1cu1um Poss1b1y, the most often quoted and

most often cop1ed was the "Seven S1gn Posts" of the cocurr1cu1um as out11ned

by 'FretweH_ (1931); McKown (1952), and Miller, Moyer aanvaatrjck (1955_)

“modified these guide]ines, and Hearn'(1966)‘presentEthhefmost,generalTy :

S _ . : R . , :
accepted statement of objectives for-a cocurricular activities program. -

These were again a modifiCationeOf Fretwe]]'S'objectives.'iHearn's statement"

of objectives were:



1

1. Developing resppnsibility and becoming increasingly se1f-direct1ve;

D O W N

‘Working harmoniously with others;
dUsing leisure time‘constructiveJy;
Deve]opfng leadership and fe110wship'traits;' |
. Attaining competance in parliamentary procedures ;- N
Deve1op1ng acceptab]e audaence hab1ts,
7. Ded1cat1ng onéﬁe\f to the- service of others,-r ' \\

8. Furthering present avocat1ona1 1nterests and deve1op1ng others,
9. Ma1nta1n1ng and. further1ng good phys1ca1 and menta] hea]th |
10;:Understand1ng and pract1s1ng common]y accepted usages and customs,
" 11. Developing worthy persona11ty tra1ts (p. 5 - 6) | o
" of maJor s1gn1f1cance was Hearn S emphas1s that. c]assroom and .
non;c1assroom act1v1t1es, curr1cu1ar and cocurrjcular,’_shou]d both
_comp]ement and supplement one another | | | ‘~ |

Goodman (1975) llsted as descr1pt1ons of cocurr1cu1ar act1v1t1es
‘a’mu1t1p1e group of genera]]y accepted synonyms. However, the contemporary
and ‘historical 11terature on the cocurr1cu1um has abounded with dlscuss1on o
1as to the relat1ve mer1ts of var&ous nomenc]atures for the program.
Miller, Moyer and Patr1ck (1956), 11zer Stephenson and Norberg (1956)
; advocated the use of the descr1ptor "a111ed act1v1t1es "
| The 1atter authors, in oppos1t1on to Counts (1926) and others
*.usage of the term extracurr1cu1ar s sa1d - | |

‘The term ‘extracurricular act1v1t1es‘ is both 1naccura}e
-and undes1rab1 , but-it is, often used for no better
reason that than people genera]]y understand its mean1ng
It has unfortunate implications because EXTRA implies:
that, the. act1v1t1es are extraneous to the real purpose
of the school. (p ) ' |
‘Anderson and Vam Dyke (1963) s1m11ar]y d1sfavour the extra-x,

' curricular'’ tenn because it 1mp11ed that students attent1on was’ be1ng , ),“

d1stracted from the1r prescr1bed academ1c pursu1ts (p 221).
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An interesting descriptor for the cocurriculum wasipresented by

Frederick (1959) in his book The Tnird Curr1cu1um. He said that if this

program‘wasiproper1y managed,yit would contribute to the totaf\educative
“experience by reinforcing classroom learning; supplementing forma1
‘studies in the requ1red and e]ective curricu]um, aiding ‘total life adjust-

\.

ment, 1ntergrat1ng 1earning, and democratiz1ng schoo1s (p. 55) In a'~
1ater work Frederick (1965) traced the cocurricu]um back to the s1xteenth N
century schools. He re1terated earlier published statements as to the

program s goa]s, and in addition said that the activity program prov1ded
another most benef1C1a1 educat1ona1 exper1ence - the 1earn1ng of freedom
'1‘ He added "freedom must be\1earned by practice in rea] s1tuat1ons“ (p 8)
| It was s1gn1f1cant to note that the ]976 77 A1berta Educat1on

‘.pub11cat10n, Jun1or and Sen1or H_gh School Handbook made no spec1f1c

use of any descr1ptor or- synonym for the cocurr1cu]um in the statement
of 'Goals of Bas1c Educat1on "o In fact the on]y reference to the co- :.
curr1cu1um was in a statement of 11m1tat1ons regard1ng the prOV1s1on of
credits under spec1a1 proJerts credits’'. The precise statement was, '

Special Project Credits should not be equated with

student activities that should be a normal part of

extracurricular and/or cocurr1cu1ar activities of a

school..... . . . 4 S

- Nowhere, however; were the terms\'normal' ‘extra- curr1cu1ar

. and/qr"cocurrfcularu_defined The 1982 -83 Handbook has prov1ded ex- |
“amples 6f'cocurricu1ar acthit1es These 1nc1uded schoo] team sports,
: schoo] newspaper and yearbook . ‘ » ' Ca
v It was ev1dent from researcthg the 11terature that the bound-

s~;arie§ of What const1tuted the cocurr1cu1um were at best blurred. Thegj

o emp1r1ca1 research that had taken p1ace had attempted to spec1fy the

'spec4f1c areas of student part1c1pat1on in the cocdrr1cu1um Se]ect1ons'

from th1s_11terature are presented in the next sect1qn. L —_—



Research on Cocurricular Activity Programs
and Curricular Achievement

Cory (1953) suggested, as did Countsl(1926), that the only eff-
ective method of evaluating the effectiueness of the cocurricu]um was to
'ask the high school graduates (p. 68}). ‘Once"again, however. the research
provided an opinion'of'persona]‘preferences with little'or.no cpntrol\pf

1nterven1ng variablese .
A number of emp1rica1 studies have been carried out re]attve

to the cocurricu]um Snyder, E. (1969) found a sign1ficant relat1onsh1p |

~ between sfcia] part1c1pat1on in high’ schoo1 and later occupatlona1 and

educatnonal ach1evement‘(p, 270) No record of any program spec1fic ach-

f ieVement levels nere made. Snyder, F. -and B1ocker, C. (1969) in a study |

of commun1ty co]]ege students presented f1nd1ngs and conclusions that |

1nc]uded | L | |

ma]eg part1c1pated more than fema]es,

-

student part1;:pataon was p051t1ve1y re]ated to grade ach1evement level

:Y

sophomores were more 1n351ved than freshmen,

cocurrlcular act1v1ty programs Were the means to s1gn1f1cant persona11ty

]

- deve1opment (p. 13).

Sherr1tt (1964), in a study on the eva]uat1on of the contr1b- A' /"

$

~ ution of extracurr1cu1ar act1v1t1es to the accomp11shment of educat1ona1

- 0bJECt1V€S took as’ 1ts basic assumpt1on that the effect of part1c1p-
at1on in the cocurr1cu1um cou1d be adequate]y eva]uated by quest1on1ng

: parents and graduates _— j:} ’ AR N ' S

Ana]ys1s of 1nformat1on gathered through questlonna1res found R

1. ‘Part1c1pat10n 1n cocurr1cu1ar act1 't1es made some contr1but1on to

the fu1f11ment of the and objectives of educat1on-(as outlined

STy

by Alberta-Edicatio L

Somé activities, e.g. non-athletic, made a greater contribution than



L.
others to the aims and objectives of education; .
2. Parents felt that time spent by their child in participations was
contributing to adolescent development.
Sherritt“s study considered the 1nf1uence‘of a number of var-

U ‘
iables. The influence of school socio-economic status, SES, and individ-

ual student SES were examined as factors that might influence cocurricular

participation; A more detai]ed‘examinat1on.of SES research relative to
participations is presented in the nert section. -

In the absence of any statement to the contrary, it must be
assumed that the”Sherritt study made no attempt td research for any

relationship between cocurricu1ar‘participatton %nd achievement~in

specific subjects) or programs. . . . |
) A nefg t by Bourgon (1967) presented f1nd1ngs from a study of

750 high schoo1 students The: two most relevant ftnd1ngs were:
-1. 'Students 'who are successfu] academ1ca11y part1c1pate 1n greater ‘
dumbers and in more act1v1t1es than those who are 1ess successfu1
2. Girls were twice as actnve part1c1pants 1n the cocurrtcu]um than boys.

N

\. The empha£1s of much of the Titerature appeared to be on the

/

‘.str1ct1y academ1ca]1y,or1ented student the student who asptred to enter
7co]1eée or un1vers1ty, or the student who had already entered col]ege or
un1vers1ty.‘mdackson.s (1965) study is in this latter category. He
‘-found thatliow4actiyity and no?actiuity students t nded to make the
1owest?grades4 grades rose with tncreases inpart{iipation tine' “the
.w relat1onsh1p ot part1c1pat1on time to grades was not dependent upon the
level of ab111ty of the students Tf?erent types of part1c1pat1on were
found to be not’ re]ated/to/;rade:/jeh1eved ‘} TR
N : In contrast to Jackson s f1nd1ngs, Caﬁ (1974), in a study of

HL011egeistudents, found no.$1gn1f1cant're]at1onship between academic

2

14



achievement and cocurvicular involvement. He qualified this finding by
stating,

Although no correlation was found hetween the variables

relative to groups, does not mean that there may not

exist a correlation in regard to the individual. One

observation crystallized is that students tend to seek

their own level of involvement... If a student experiences

academic difficulty relative to this expectation, he

simply backs-off from burdensome involvement (p. 14).

In concluding his study, Call stated that a worthwhile study woul
be to investigate the effect on individual academic performance as extr¥-
curricular activity increases. He further noted that while much discussion
has concerned itself with the benefits of participation "very little hard
data to either support or reject was available" (p. 1). 1

An extensive study of teenagers was conducted by Friesen (1969).
A samp]e of apprdximater 15,000 students was surveyed as to their needs,
their thoughts, their acbievements. their aspirations and the number and -
type of participations both in school and in the community. Frieson found
that less than fifty percent of the students participated in'hocurricular
activities. vThe need for popularity was strongly expressed by forty-five
percent of the students, and in this coﬁhection Friesen expouﬁdeé the
. "academic-athletic-popularity syndrdme". In this connection he quoted
from Downey (1965),

If one is to comprehend the ways of adolescents one must
look for partial explanations of their behaviour in the
value syStem which is their own ... what do adolescents
vatue? Adolescent boys appear to value athletics and
adolescent girls value success much more than they value
academic achievement (p. 69).

e
&

A 1966 study by Holland and Richards of a three percent sample of
612,000 higﬂ'séhool studenis }eported that écademic éhd non-academic
achievement (cocurricular) were relatively independent kinds-of talent. ‘
Pe6p1é who had one kind of talent may or may not have other; (p. 14). This"

study specified areas of cocurricular achievement and participation.,

15
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”TjThe authors concTuded that s1nce academ1c potent1a1 appeared to be onTy one

laf:'of severaT reTat1veTy 1ndependent d1mens1ons of taTent we shoqu cont1nue

’.:;’to;deveTop other 1ndependent measures of ach1evement and or1g1naT1ty (p ).“‘ |

"ufﬂ.iTeveTs,'-vvf

Spady (1971) prov1ded a most succ1npt conclus1on to h1s chapter on
51‘the research1ngs on- cocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on and curr1cu1ar ach1evement

Ve

soc1a11zat1on ‘experiences in pursuing extracurricu
/ ~activities. :These activities not only provide parti 1pants
: w1th varying degrees of status and prestige, they also .
facilitate the development .of skills and attitudes that®
B ?erve as resources in: students quest for future success~*
p. 396 e , ;

Students are exposed to a range of potent1aTTy funcaeonaT -
] .

Soc1o Econom1c Status and Other ReTated Var1ab1es

There appeared to be 11tt1e doubt among most reserachers that the

’Th SES of the 1ndﬁv1dua1 student had a s1gn1f1caht reTat1onsh1p to both

part1c1pat1on 1n the cocurr1cu]um and curr1cu1ar ach1evement Tevels
Fr1esen 61969) on the bas1s of a most compreheus1ve study of youth found

The h1gher the socio- econom1c cTass1f1cat1on of students L

the higher was ‘their asp1rat1on level, thé1r achievement,

and their. part1c1pat1on in extracurr1cu]ar act1v1t1es and
"-1n commun1ty serv1ces (p 30) :

Y -y

An 1nvest1gat1on by McDonaTd (1962) conCTuded that overeachieVersf

” vu1n aTT areas of the schooTs curr1cu1um came from h1gh SES fam111es, wh11e

\

4under ach1evers were found 1n no p9tu11ar SES category These f1nd1ngs were‘]~w :

"}corroborated by Sm1th (1964) T a study of 477 thh schooT students from f*b's‘

'1'ruraT and urban h1gh schoo]s Sm1th found that students who took greater =

"’»ﬁadvantage of cocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on aTready had some advantages

: ! = L
p;These woqu 1ncTuded thh SES super1or 1nte111gence and better personaT1ty .

Jhadgustment Once aga1n, however, Sm1th echoed the concerns of many

"'7.coTTeagues as to the Tack of va11d and re11ab1e 1nstruments to measure

",;.part1c1patnons Snyder, F and Blocker (1969), used father s educat1on and

.,_\._
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J_occupat1on as a measure of fam11y SES and found part1c1pat1on was d1reCt1y E

g re1ated to father s educat1on e;nu "7 '.”f ., fz;ffﬁf .

Herr1ot and St John (1966) Stanton (1967), and McCray (1967)

L prov1ded further support for the re]at1onsh1p of SES to part1c1pat10n and ff,;~tf'

' 3ach1evement 1eve1s The McCray study, based on 1700 sen1ors 1n Gary,

'Ind1ana h1gh schools found ":d;'f¢°f'

h':; tT;.hThe h1gher the 1eve1 of parents eduoationfthe{greater'the_motiyation5¥ffl:

 for students part1c1pat1on,'“'y_
o

2 Future asp1rat1ons were strong]y re]ated to part1c1pat1on 1eve1s;thwf

v‘:‘,N/Students p]ann1ng to enter co11ege part1c1pated more h1gh1y than.;_i

f[students who had ne1ther co]]ege nor occbpatwonal plans
: K

Add1t10na1 support was prOV1ded by Mc]eod and Kn111 (1968)55f-"”'

'”‘3They observed a’ c]ose re]at1onsh1p between soc1a1 c]ass and membersh1p onigf/;“

‘.: the h1gh schoo1 student counc11 Those ind e1ected pos1t1ons were from a15;§t_?;f*

1

v]“sh1gher soc1a1 c]ass and more act1ver1n the cocurr1cu]um .~;1,”"

Two f1na1 stud1es appeared at f1rst to be except1ons to the

"v._;prev1ous1y stated pos1t1ons on the relat1onsh1p of SES to part1c1pat1on ”,:if"”

'“"h'and ach1evement ]eve]s McGrath (1971) found 11tt1e re1at1onsh1p betweenydit":"

'*'st1pat1on

'?SES and part1c1pat1on and no- re]at1onsh1p between schoo] SES and part1c-f*:r* S

- ;{1Rehberg and Schafer (1973) found | 7
| -_Part1c1pat1on in the act1v1t1es of the h1gh sch001 .
- varies. systemat1ca11y with specific social- character- A

~isties: of the student h1mse1f (p ’);_5rt’i>/5" L ”‘j.gf“ glltd o '

"'foHowever the1r f1nd1ngs 1nd1cated that the re]at1onsh1p of SES

‘~to part1c1pat1on 1s a]most ‘non- ex1stent They noted that student part1c1p— Qf;¢[

oy _at1ons, at 1east dur1ng the sen1or hwgh schoo1 year do exert an 1ndepend- o

‘”fent 1ncrementa1 effect on. both the 1eve1 of educat1ona1 expectat1ons and

"supon the 1eve1 of subsequent educat1ona1 behav1our (pp 16)

&



'fj'ff‘. On the bas1s of these two stud1es 1t was s1gn1f1cant to note

i De Blayser s (1976) f1nd1hgs that student part1c1pat1on 1n the cocurr1c-

A Y

lfﬁ"ulum has decreased substant1a11y s1nce 1968 Th1s may’ reflect chang1ng

f-ff?concept of the vocat1ona1 student d1d not perm1t act1ve part1c1pat1on 1nfo-"'

ﬂ o;att1tudes by students to the program, 1n changlng SChOO1 att1tudes, or 7: o
ﬁrstudents d1s1nterest in schoo1s McGrath (1971) coo;ended that most
‘rffstud1es to that date had 1gnored the re]at1onsh1p between soc1a1 c]ass of

‘the student and h1s part1c1pat1on in the cocurr1cu1um He conc]uded,'jjﬁ
o C;LThe~f1nd1ngs have suggested that those students who o jﬂ..i'.fj.“
. seem. to;profit from " social pant1c1pat1on in. the high e
.,'_;school are those who are ‘known to support high educat—;?»-= :
.+~ ional -and occupat1ona1 asp1rat1ons -'h1gh SES fam11y,-. LR
. Jh1gh grades (p ' e L

- féFrom observat1ons and d1scuss1ons, 1t was the be11ef of manyﬂ;;”x?
ff;fteachers and d1rectors of act1v1ty programs that the very students whohfs.575
'facould der1ve most beneft@ from part1c1pat1on 1n the cocurr1cu1um were;d;f'?
}’hose who were w1thout the other pos1t1ve mot1vatwona1 factors, h1gh SES
‘hhtgh achtevers good peer re]at1onsh1p, etcetera To e]aborate br1ef1y,
Jf;the non academ1c student was most frequent1y found 1n a vocat1ona1 or. L

e trades and serv1ces program Too frequent]y, peer 1nf1uences and seTf

ol -
“*_the cocurr1cu1um A c1rcu1ar effect was often produced that m1ght re1n-'

)

| f:\yforce the negat1ve peer 1nf1uences and 1ow se1f concept Be11es (1965)‘”"

b : R ‘.1v5

'7°;iexpressed a s1m11ar understand1ng, .;j_?}; ;~.;<?”1v *‘, :;}-,f['ig{‘f

- th is fundamentaT that we want to repeaé those th1ngs _
.. .that give pleasure and satisfaction ... the boy who
~plays. truant because schoo1 is. d1ssat1sfy1ng, by way

"of correct1on 1s g1ven more schoo] ( 13)

"’Be11es suggested that schoo]s set up 1nforma1 act1v1t1es that*;uf-i

| 'd'c'jre1ated to p]easurab1e forma] act1v1t1es 1n the schoo] Expand1ng th1s‘jf‘

vjyisuggest1on we m1ght f1nd that an 1nforma1 carpentry or so]ar energy c1ub

. "hfﬁd%{raCtEd vocat1ona1 AND poss1b1y academ1c students, thereby creat1ng a SR

' "*1new range of potentta]]y pos1t1ve soc1a1 1nf1uences



An Assessment o

T

There was a vast body of 11terature ava11ab1e that 1s re1ated -

' to the cocurr1cu1um 1n the h1gh school The 1nterest in th1s ‘area’ by
“'ﬁ“researchers has tended to peak at 1ntervals dur1ng the past sxxty years
MyThe Nat1ona1 Assoc1atlon of Secondary Schoo] Pr1nc1pa1s pub]1shed a b1b-
"r11ography on the subJect of student act1v1ty programs 1n 1974 However, fgfﬁ"
i‘imost of th1s 11terature was of a descr1pt1ve and/or prescr1pt1ve nature

"fi>Its maJor emphas1s was on the content and 90615 of act1v1ty programs

A 11m1ted amount of research has been carrled out t0 eva]uate 5 .

| ”ijthe re1at1onsh1p of part1c1pat1on by the 1nd1vodua1 student and 1ts effect

o ;on h1s ach1evement 1evels 1n other areas of the h1gh schoo]s curr1cu1um
'~d¥To\the extent of th1s wr1ter s survey of the 11terature there were few ,T,f

"hfstud1es ava11ab1e re]evant to non academ1c and spec1a1 program students,’-;‘)fjji

75'fdde g trade; and serv1ces, and vocat1ona1 A brtef report by W1ne (1973)

”p‘In a s1m11ar study McDan1e1 (1970) was quoted

v,leducators

:l;;on student act1v1t1es and the educab1e menta]]y retarded (EMR) stated

gffEMR students are i need of extracurr1cu1ar act1v1t1es
- oto meet the ob3ect1ves of - thewr education... Most EMR
QW;’students donot’ part1c1pate in activities nor are they
- -encouraged- to do. so. - This is probably due to. the fact 1
" that ‘many spec1a1 educators, ‘as well -as other’ educators, f*“
" 1. are unaware of. the social, 1nte]1ectua1 and.physical =
{.*;_growth that can occur in students due: to- thelr part1c1p—»‘
o at1on in some act1v1ty program (p. 472) : 5

'f‘;_The act1v1ty program should be re]evant to the student $
'$f-educat1on and-contribute to. his. understand1ng of 1life.

oIt -something which he cannot rece1ve any p1ace e]se
o in the schoo] curr1cu]um (p 472) P

ﬂf*The 1mp11cat1ons of McDan1e1 s statements have s1gn1f1cance for

",.

i

H1gh schools 1n North Amer1ca are exper1enc1ng drop out rates of

.d:515% t° 25% ACCO?d1nq tO the 1971 Census there were ha]f a m1111on ﬂ j o

s persons aged 15 to 24 who were ne1ther 1n schoo] nor 1n the 1abour force

‘l._v



B (Canad1an Welfare 1977 o 23) Th1s art1c1e c3ht1nued

Ve
/\e

",Young peop]e are depressed and confused . 1t 1s

- necessary to make progress in: ref1n1ng the basics” (of "' _‘f}t].f‘“-

“educat1on) to-include Tife skills: ... 1nterpersona1

o isk1]1s =+ .communication skills. ‘;_ L R S ““J""'f‘

/ i -

N

‘-‘ffIt was the cons1dered op1n1on of much*of the 11terature that the

‘*f cocurr1cu1um cou]d comp]ement the forma] curr1cu1um and, 1ndeed, supp]ement

'iv~,1t as wel] by prov1d1ng a tra1n1ng ground for sk111s not usua]]y taught in:

7;a c]assroom R However, a statemen+ of what m1ght be was no subst1tute for
g;emp1r1ca1 data o | | o | |

The relat1onsh1p of soc1a1 c]ass factors was perce1ved by most

.;Vpre 1970 researchers to be s1gn1f1cant to act1v1ty part1c1pat10n and

':1f‘academ1c ach1evement 1eve15 No data was ava11ab1e however, on the prec1se

N I

“‘,-def1n1t1on of academ1c The 11m1ted amount of recent research f1nds a

”’lffpreversaI 1n the soc1a] c1ass - part1c1pat1on ach1evement re1at1onsh1p

}f1c1pat1on 1n the cocurr1cu1um, found that,-~ -

;»g'Results indicate that contrary to current rev1s1on1st
"+ - thought there is little ev1dence to- support a’ content1on
_ that social class has a 'strong effect on the progress of -
. the:individual: high school student. Other variables - v
‘,_1nc1ud1ng scho]ast1c ab111ty, 1nterpersona1 1nf1uences S
’from parents and peers, and ‘the personal -educational
L vgobJect1ve of the student h1mse1f had a. 1arger 1nf1uence :
,,upon school progress ‘1-~v,.‘ T R B DL ‘« ’

'_l;D1scuss1ons w1th a d1rector of research and eva]uat1on at the

'd":_;Edmonton Pub11c Schoo] Board 1nd1cated that no forma] eva1uat1on of the

n_‘h1gh schoo] s corurr1cu1ar program had been conducted to the best of h1s

‘lidtknowledge More spec1f1ca11y, no study of the re]at1onsh1p cocurr1cu1ar

i

1fpart1c1pat1on - curr1cu1ar ach1evement had been carr1ed out w1th1n the

"'-‘fiVsystem to the best of h1$ knowledge v In v1ew of the fact that the Board s

20.

’ ':Qf{Rehberg (1975), us1ng a number of schoo1 process var1ab1es 1nc1ud1ng part- }w;:f]f

.{~TbUdQEt 1nc]udedjsubstant1a1 mon1es for the operat1on of the cocurr1cu1um,‘f;e »7'¢

="1t appeared that such a study wou]d be of some va]ue t Th1s was further ”5j:7fs -



ikl B S

. R

‘—e“fti.most en11ghten1ng, for.as had been 1nd1cated by Spady (1970), at the post—:;

B secondary 1eve1

v'_\‘ i B P

substant1ated from a d1scuss1on w1th the superv1sor of the cocu§r1cu1um,

‘*‘E P S B ; who 1nd1cated that a study of the program s 1nf1uence wou1d~be B

G va:”.‘ e“"t~ SRR :
The extracurr1cu1um serves by prov1d1ng opportun1t1es

for success that lie outs1de the formal academic structure e

-and’. by : ‘helping students to deve1op ‘attitudes and skills
‘ that w1;1 bo]ster those (forma1 academ1c) asp1rat1ons ‘
p. 700 : : , L ‘

21



CCHAPTER TIT
METHODOEOGY C
THODOLOGY. . *

W |

| It is noted by Sherr1tt (1964) that of all the mu1t1tude of books‘
‘on the SubJeCt of cocurr1cu1ar act1v1t1es, few showed concern for any ob-

Evaect1ves and pr1nc1p1es of evaluat1on (p 28) McKown (1952) presented

E .
et S S S el e e e

} _ . :
f~‘two obJectwves wh1ch appeared most s1gn1f1cant to th1s study ‘ e ,‘ ]
1. To determ1ne the 1mmed1at effects of part1c1pat1on, :

4""2: To determ1ne the u1t1mate effects of part1c1gat1on (p 632)

,"f'ev - Background to’ the Schoo1 ]"t” o ;D»E-v; T“

V1ctor1a Compos1te H1gh Schoo], V1c at s1xty-f1ve years of age,

t1s one of the o]dest schoo1s 1n Edmonton B From a'ked br1ck“‘school 1n the |

'ci:1920 s, the fac111t1es were extended to offer a fu1] fange of academ1c/ fnii‘

";bus1ness, genera] and 1ndUStr1a1ﬂvocat1ona1 programs‘ Wh11e 1mprovements
h to fac111t1es and programs are ongo1ng, the 1ast maJor fac111ty and |
ihfadd1t1ons were made around 1963 From‘% max1mum popu]at1on of some 2 700

E,students 1n 1968 th1s 1nner-c1ty schoo] now has a tota] popu]at1on of

"f“japprox1mate1y 1 350 studggts_/J?hTS‘number 1s approx1mate1y compr1sed of

A'*d;one th1rd T & S one th1rd Eng11sh as Second Language students, ESL and

f‘the rema1n1ng th1rd regular" high schoo1 students ‘ff?j ?hfﬂ;:'l ' ‘d

':. As an 1nner c1ty schoo1 V1c faces a number of un1que prob]ems
_Among these are h1gh tran51ency rates, mu1t1 ethn1c/1anguage groups very jd‘

:*3i11m1ted parenta] contact wwth the schooT, and a re]at1ve1y poor 1mage,

d:fIfKorenblum (1980) In a maJor effort to PrOJect a Pos‘t‘Ve 1mage t° parents

‘ fsfand prospect1ve students, and Ana s1m11ar effort to/promote a sense of

;; Jdent1ty and schoo] sp1r1t w1th1n the schoo1 -a new adm1n1strat1ve 1n1t-

v !

J"1at1ve was taken w1th the appo1ntment Of a new pr1nc1pa1 in 1979’ The new.



. . v
}_1n1t1at1ve has done much to promote schoo] 1mage and schooT sp1r1t ‘As an
ex- profess1ona1 sportsman the pr1nc1pa1 has tended to accentuate the
'x" athTet1c aspects of the cocurr1cu1um The non ath]et1c activities have ‘51
,\

' \geen cont1nued on the bas1s of student request 5 S j‘.lf\,'

N

PopuTat1on and SampTe - AR L

@

The popuTat1on for this study cons1sted of all students enroTTed
, in a grade eTeven or. T & S Year 03 vocat1ona1 program that had a cred1t vaTue
2 .
e\ of ten or more at Victoria Compos1te H1gh Schoo], Edmonton, dur1ng the

schooT year, 1981 82 (N = 151)

The popuTat1on‘was composed of 98 grade eTeven and 53 7 & S Year |

' v
- 03 students . The range of 1ndustr1a1 vocatlonaT courses covered by the

L study popaTat1on is 1nd1cated beTow

_zPopuTation by-SubjéCt~Enronent - Grade 11 and Yr. 03.T&S .
B e : R

©AUTOMOTIVES =~ . = :142,

0:
 BEAUTY CULTURE ~ 26.0 ,
" "BuTLDING CONSTRUCTION . 8.0 |
- DRAFTING .0
L flf,COMMERCIAL ART 4.0
: ~ ELECTRICITY 60
. FOOD PREPARATION "~ 10.0 -
_GRAPHIC ARFS ~ "' . 5.0
- INSTITUTIONAL SERVICES 1.0 -
.. MACHINE. SHOP 5.0
~ PERFORMING ARTS - . 4.0
CPIPE TRADES . 4.0
COTELEVISION -~ ' 8.0
WELDING 0

N
.

N=151
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The sampTe was composed of f1fty percent of the popuTatwon seTect- -‘t
edLat random from the computer produced reg1strat1ons prov1ded for the ;
,,schoo] The dec1 ion to sampTe grade eTeven and T & S Year 03 students was.:
dmade in accordance with McGrath (1971), who noted 1t had been estab11shed
{ that-gradé ten students usuaTTy had not yet estab]nshed patterns of cocurr1c-u‘
uTar part1c1pat1on, and grade twelve students because of their impending
'f1naT exam1nat1ons and part t1me work patterns in the1r final year of h1gh

f" i
schooT might mod1fy the cocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on patterns

7%§;\\: ' v. S i o Instrumentat1on ' :-j "
S © Two 1nstruments were ut111zed in this study (Append1x 1 and TT)

BRI I Student Quest1onna1re H1gh Schoo] Educat1ona1 Goal Questionnaire Part

1. This 1nstrument was part‘of.a Targer quest1onna1re developed and

tested by:McGrath'(197T), Extracurricular Participationfin Three Urban

'=High SchooTs The student quest1onna1re used in the present study was’

mod1f1ed onTy to 1nc1ude or. echude cocurr1cu1ar act1v1t1es that were
't reTevant to V1ctor1a Compos1te High School The purpose of th1s |

1nstrument was to 1nd1cate the number and type of part1c1pat1ons by k

students the amount of. t1me they spent per week on part1c1pat1ons, :‘Q

the1r author1ty, 1f any, in the act1v1ty, awards rece1ved for activity - o

part1c1pat1ons an assessment of the1r TeveT of part1c1pat1on in each
”-act1v1ty as compared to others,, ,”

t

2. Parents Quest1onna1re on Cocurr1cu1ar Act1v1t1es This instrument is

e one of two deveToped and tested by Sherr1tt (1964) “An EvaTuat1on of

o

o the Contr1but1on of Extra Curr1cu1ar Act1v1t1es to the Accomp11shment

of Educat1ona1 ObJect1ves ) f"

The parents quest1onna1re used in th1s study was mod1f1ed only

to 1nc1ude questlons, descr1pt1ons and act1v1t1es that were reTevant to

e
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V1ctorta Compos1te H1gh School. The questionnaire measured‘parentaT _ -

opinion as to .

1. Va]ue‘of cocurricular activities to ado]escent'deve1opment;

2. Effect of the cocurr1cu1um on student attitude to school;

W}.‘ Effect of the cocurr1cu1um on schoo]work N

?Hii Amount of t1me that shou]d be spent on part1c1pat1ons,

5§ }Comparat1ve va]ue of d1fferent types of. cocurr1cu]ar part1c1pat1on,-

6.V'Destrab1]1ty of carry1ng on . the act1v1t1es in schoo] t1me or students
own t1me, | ” .I |

7. Des1rab111ty of 11m1t1ng part1c1pat1on 1n the cocurr1cu1um,-;

S.d Add1t1ona1 act1v1t1es recommended |

9. Most va]uab]e contr1but1ons made by part1c1pat1on

B " Collection of Data
.Student Questipnnaire ” |

‘The students quest1onna1re ‘was adm1n1stered to the samp]e present

in V1ctor1a Compos1te H1gh Sch001 grade e1even vocat1ona1 and Year 03T & S

c1asses dur1ng ‘the second 1nstruct1ona1 b]ock of the day Th1s block

- R s e kb, 3 5 8 £ ENA a

' dtrad1t1ona11y had the highest attendance Students from the samp]e who were -

not present on the day the quest1onna1re was adm1n1stered were fo]]owed up
:.w1th1n one week of the f1rst adm1n1strat1on of the 1nstrument Dur1ng the
course of study, e1ght students from the samp1e 1eft schoo], and f1ve |
'res1sted repeated attempts to have them comp]ete the quest1onna1re

lParent Quest1onna1re

The parents quest1onna1re was ma11ed to the parents or guard1ans :

: of a11 students in the sample. A stamped, se1f addressed enve]ope was

!

| v'prov1ded for return of comp]eted quest1onna1res F011ow up contacts were

made where poss1b1e to ensure the max1mum poss1b1e returns

K
: T
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On each parent quest1onna1re the parents were asked to 1dent1fy
| the1r parenta] status and the sex of the1r ch11d 1n grade eleven or Year 03
Th1s was done to a11ow poss1b1e var1at1ons pf op1n1on regard1ng the co-,

curr1cu1um accord1ng to sex to be 1dent1f1ed >

| ‘ | 'i,“
'Industr1a1 Vocat1ona1 Marks - R SN

| Industrial vocat1ona1 and T & S vocational program marks for the
'gsampTe were obta1ned from report,eards_1ssned by thergdmonton Pub11c School
Board in Apr11 1982 e

" Parents, the1r respect1ve students questionnaires; and ctudent '

,:4ach1evement marks were coded to a]]ow for spec1f1c parent ch11d ana]ys1s



—

6. All data must be organized and cr1t1ca\1y\ana1yzed ¢ that recomm-

/ ) . .
8. Evaluat1on is a contlnuous process (p. 595). - o‘g\\'

CHAPTER 1V
DATA ANALYSIS

From the questionnaires comp]eted by . students the1r respect1ve
parent( ) or guard1an\ and from the 1ndustr1a] vocationa] marks obta1ned

‘a deta11ed ana]ys1s was carried out from which the four stated hypotheses

were ‘tested. '/_ ‘ . o ',’ - A

3\,'\ - To govern the procedure of eva1uat1on of the 1nformat1on coJ1eet-

ed Miller, Moyer, and Patr1ck (1956), offered eight pr1nc1p]es o 5 »df*

R Eva]uat1on of the cocurriculum is but a part of the total schoo]

program for Judg1ng the effect1veness of 1nstruct1on,

2. All- aspects of the cocurr1cu1um must be eva]uated.,

3. Everyone d1rect1y affected by the cocurr1cu1ar program shou]d be N

' 1nv1ted to dssist in- the eva]uat1on of it;.
N

4. A var1ety of eva]uat1ve procedures shou]d be emp]oyed

5. ObJect1v1ty is essent1a1

endat1ons ‘may be_drawn from it; -

/
//////gords/perta1n1ng to/evaluat1on shou]d be- kept and used

. .-
.
oy

Sherr1tt (1964) noted thatvthese'principles'Were Obvtous1y meant
o

to apply to- the eva1uat1on of a ‘particular program of cocurr1cu1ar actﬁy1t1es -

in a single schoo] It was in th1s context that a11 pr1n¢1p1es, (wwth the 5

E except1on of the th1rd), were used in the ana1ys1s reported here

Industr1a1 Vocat1ona1 Marks o '”v L v"‘ L o

Student marks f%r the sample were obta1ned from report cards

' 1ssued by the Edmonton Pub11c Schoo] Board Apr11 1982 S1xty three

: students (83%) from the samp]e of 76 responded to the student quest1onna1re

1.

+ Due to the h1gh trans1ency rate for students at the schoo], e1ght students

27 . ; h_ S o ,Q; el
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& gm}:

(10. ﬁi 0¥«the‘sampie) left school during the period of research. In

addit~

jon, five students,(q.S% of the sampIe) resisted repeated efforts to:

- complete the student questionnaire.

for the sample.

‘Table 1

- Industrial-Vocational Mark

Table 1 shows the mark distribution

Mark (%)

Number of Respondents Percentage

. { . .

-50 6 9.5
50-64 26 . a1.2
65-79 2 35.0
80+ ) 4.3

n = 63

o i??StUdent Responseslfu

Crosstabu]at1ons of students

industrial-vocational marks by the

.number of the1r cocurricular part1c1pat1ons were made. to determ1ne the rel-

at1onsh1p, 1f any, between these two var1ab1es

Students' Industrial-Vocational Mark -

‘Table 2

vThese data appear in Table 2.

‘ | l
Related to Student Participations (Ath]et1c & Non-Athlet1c)

Mark (%)  Student Participationf

- 0  1-4 5-8 912  Total
_ n* % . n* 3 n* % n* % n*. %
-50 . 14 3.2 " 4. 3.2 1 0.8 3 2.4 12 9.6
50-64 % 22175 15-19.8° 5-3.0 0 0.0 52 41.3
65-79 . T 8.7 29 23.0 3 2.4 1 0.8 44 34.9
8+ 8 62 6 48 "2 1.6 2 1.6 18 14.2
| " Total = 45 35.6 64 50.8 11 8.8 6 4.8 126 100.0

= 726 . v .
'\“\ * = Responses from hon-athletic part1C1pat1ons plus responses from ath]et1c

‘ part1c1pat1ons (2n)

%
o
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These data 1nd1cated that 64 4% of students part1c1pate 1n one
or more act1v1t1es The maJor1ty of students part1c1pated in from one to

0

four act1v1t1es, and more than ha]f of those who part1c1pated achweved

'S

marks of 65% or better

o Tab1e 3 reports that crosstabu]at1ons of students ,1ndustr1a1- A

" uoe;t1ona1 marks by the1r non ath]etlc and ath]et1c part1c1pat1ons respect- |
1ve1y Of the 26 students whose mark was in the 50 = 64 category, 11

f. Y \(17 4%) had one or more non ath]et1c part1c1pat1ons and 19 (30 27) had |

‘;,from one to e1ght ath]et1c part1c1pat1ons Of the 22 students whose mark

v ih-was in the 65 - 79 categoryl 15 (22%) had one or more non ath1et1c part1c—'ft.f
a1pat1ons,‘and 18 had from one to twe]ve ath]et1c part1c1pat1ons,.(28 6%) |

| 'The h1ghest marks, 80 and above were achveved by 9 students Of these S

7ttmn1ne students, three 1nd1cated one or more non athletjc part1c1pat1ons and~‘fs

za?seven 1nd1cated from one to twe]ve ath]et1c part1c1pat1ons 5

' | Of the 31 students who achmeved a mark of 65%'or better, 18‘

'5,;ﬂhshowed part1c1pat1ons 1n non ath]et1c act1v1t1es and 25 showed ath]et1c

‘ “.part1c1pat1ons

Students reported spend1ng var1ab1e amouhts of t1me on the

s s1x hours per week on cocurr1cu1ar act1v1t1es The rema1n1ng forty percent

17fjspent from zero to f1ve hours per week on cocurrlcular act1v1t1es

: : TabTe 4 shows that of the 26 students whose mark was 1n the 50 66
.‘;category, 8 (12 7%) part1c1pated from s1x to ten hours per week and 7 .
“¢:(11 47) noted spend1ng more than ten hours per week part1c1pat1ng Of the
d';_22 students who achweved marks 1n the 65 79:category, 3 (4 8%) 1nd1cated
’ffrom s1x to ten hours of part1c1pat1on per week and 9 (14 3%) noted 1n
'”1 dexcess of ten hours of week]y part1c1pat1on [ Of the 9 who ath1eved marks

'.fof 80 or better 2 (3 2%) 1nd1cated s1x to ten hours per week part1c1pat1on, )

. "O'f . . L'

g



"~f; 14 (22 Zh) part1c1pated e1even hours or more per week 5 (8% part1c1pated

1
657910 - 15.9 ;'@4' 3] : 4 8 j
EREE S : 2

R

@

"andks (7.9%) noted in excess of ten hours per. week spent on cocurr1cu1ar

’9:ffspart1c1pat1ons of the 3 students who' ach1eved a mark of 65% or better;

e

vv\h)

N

- for s1x ‘to ten hours per week "j »,44"';__ v.‘p“,.'; A '1\ L

Table 4 ’ i;t » “1;'f  “;t._

Industr1a1 Vocat1ona1 Mark " Re]ated to Students'
St Week1y Hours of Cocurr1cu1ar Part1c1pat1on

fro=

— : : . 2
Mark (%)'g,],fy'; g., Week1y Hours of Part1c1patﬁ

sE ‘;_f S 6-10

50-64. 11 17.5 -

e P

Few respondents reported that they had he1d an off1ce or had

5'sff*rece1ved an award in. the cocurr1cu1ar program Tab]e 5 1nd1cates that an

'/';"off1ce was he]d by 2 (3t2%) respondents, and aWards rece1ved by 8 (]2 7%)

3:‘respondents

Tab]e 5

0ff1ces He]d and Awards Rece1ved DR
by Students in. Cocurr1cu1ar Act1v1t1es’

/’3_iNo';‘v _;ﬁﬁ,fﬂﬂ 61 s |l s a7

Total 63 1000 © ol 63 1000 o




' vocat1ona1 mark In aTT mark cat :; ‘e

Students reported (h1gh med1um, or- Tow) the1r percept1on of the1r :ﬂ.

part1c1pat1on TeveT compared to others 1n the non ath]et1c and athﬁet1c '

lllf act1v1t1es These data are presented 1n TabTe 6 ETeven (17 5% ) perce1ved" '

N\ _ : o
the1r non ath]et1c part1c1pat1on as be1ng "h1gh", 13 (20 6%)* med1um",’and Ll

39 (61 9%)/“T”w" Perce

‘]‘ e ard to ath]et1c percept1ons compared

to others were 1nd1cated as be1ng "h1gh" ]8 (28,6% '»‘medtum“ 23 (35.5%),
and "10w" 22 (34 977 | | | L o

In add1t1on, TabTe 6 presents the resuTts of crosstabu]at1ng v

0.

students percept1ons as noted in the preced1ng paragraph by the1r 1ndustr1a1

u'ents perce1ved the1r leveT of |

i wrasﬁeompared to others to be aTmost tw1ce as- h1gh when app11ed B

to ath]et1c rather than non ath]et1c part1c1pat1ons Of the 26»students '

'“.; whose mark was in- the 50 64 category, those who perce1ved the1r comparat1ve3‘Lid?;

part1c1pat1on TeveT "med1um" or "h1gh" Were 9 (14 3%) 1n non ath]et1c .7’

act1v1t1es and 16 (25 4%) 1n athTet1c act1v1t1es Of the 22 students whose

\' mark was 1n the 65 79 range and whose percept1ons of the1r part1c1pat1on'5

. y
. \A

Teve] was "med1um" or "h1gh", 9 (14 2%) were 1n non athe1t1c act1v1t1ps

\

’ and 14 (22 2%) were in athTet1c act1v1t1es v Of the students who ach1eved

marks of 80 or above -3 (5 2%) had "med1um" or "h1gh" percept1ons of the1r

part1c1pat1on TeveT 1n non athTet1c act1v1t1es, and 6 (9 57) perce1ved them—:"

seTves of hav1ng ”med1um" or "h1gh“ part1c1patory TeveTs in athTet1cs

CrosstabuTat1ons were carr1ed 0ut to determ1ne the reTat1onsh1p, T' o

1f any, between parenta] support for the cocurr1cu1um and the number of

\

B i 5

student part1c1pat1ons Thesg%gre reported 1n TabTes 7 and 8
' The f1na1 crosstabu]at1ons were to determ1ne the reTat1onsh1p, 1f_»'

any, between student part1c1pat1ons and parentaT v1ews of the vaTue of the

' cocurr1cu1um to students att1tude to the1r schoo]work the effect on T

students schoo]work the- deve]opment of Teadershwp qua11t1es These cross-~ﬂ

tabuTat1ons are presented 1n TabTe 7. These crosstabu]atlonsu1ndycated_thatf

et . g . . B S e . SRR AR
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4 where parentaT support for the cocurr1cu]um 1s ev1denced approx1mate1& 60%

v fpart1c1pat1on Tevel is 1nd1cated

\ Add1t1ona1 ana]ys1s crosstabu]ated the number of student part1c—tv‘

.35

'1pat1ons by the parents v1ew of the vaTue of cocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on o

‘t*'to the furtherance of educat1on These data, presented in. TabTe 8, show t-

o that where parents v1ewed cocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on as hav1ng "some" or

’1pate 1n from one to tweTve act1v1t1es Where parents do not v1ew there to
»fbe any vaTue to cocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat1ons, 9. 6% of students do not

| ATEHpart1c1pate and 3 9% part1c1pate )n from one to e1ght act1v1t1es

SR Tab1e8‘u | |

Parenta] View of &he VaTue of the Cocurr1cu]um to the T
Furtherance of Educat1on Related to- Cocurrlcu]ar Part1c1pat1ons .

U

:h";;Participationstl='d_ c;]fﬁ' VaTue ‘to the’ Furtherance of Educat1on (%)
o ‘ B = None¢f~’{v'5ft*ﬁ3gSome fl_i‘-'Very Much . Tota]
.58 1.0 4 8 B N 6. 8
S S 12 0 Ulfff.Vti L 4. 7 1.0 L 5. 7 f'
“ ; in ' o Tota.l (%) ]3 5 | .» ,‘ . F69._| 3 | " .- ]7.4 .,: : .] 00. O -
L n- 53 )
ParentaT Responses ffi;a.?ffih‘fﬂﬁfrsnv--'

The number of quest1onna1res ma11ed to parents was - 76 Th1s

5f; accounted for aTT parents of students in. the sampTe Responses totaTTed

\

e e

53 represent1ng a 7OA return N1neteen fathers th1rty two mothers, and
two guard1ans returned quest1onna1res Boys were reported on by th1rty—~
| f1ve parents, g1rTs by e1ghteen parents There were th1rty f1ve responses
from parents of grade TT students, quhteen from parents of T & S students

F1fteen quest1ons were to be-&nswered The responses g1ven by

parents are summar1zed beTow

: ""”"very much® va]ue to the furtherance of educat1on, 57. 6% of students part1c- T



guest1on 1 WOuld you descr1be the amount of time your child spends on
_cocurricular activities as: (a)- Spends all spare time; '

- (b) Spends almost all his spare. time:" (c) Spends some t1me,
(d). Spends no time. (does not- part1c1pate)

Tab]e 9 1nd1cates that- 77 4% of parents descr1be the1r ch11d as'

. -G

”,'part1c1pat1ng 1n the cocurr1cu1um to some. extent

;;:en._t ]f:'a"f o - TABLE 9 .

Amount of T1me Spent on Cocurr1cu1ar Act1v1t1es -

Lo Time Spent ‘ B .:. e o " : - o }’ .‘ R ’ % w

7A1] spare t1me P j T e
‘ ,.Almost a11 spare t1me \e."' ﬂ_ E V‘Qg '_k[‘ ]69;8
" Some spare. t1me ; h"_ "‘-' R L iid S 5.7
'vthoes not. part1c1pate T L SR 22.6

1; ‘Quest1on 24 Do you fee] that tak1n£ part in cocurr1cu1ar act1V1t1es 1s

:-t‘ helping to further your ch11d s educat1on7 (a) Very much;
(b) Some, (c) None. , S

I‘;"_1pat1ons are.va]uab]e to the furtherance of the1r chw]d s educat1on

TABLE 10

Va]ue vof Cocurr1cu1ar Part1c1pat1on to the
) Furtherance of a Ch11d s Educat1on

Valbe of Participation
. to Educatfon - . TR

eﬁ‘;None.Xgi’;ffi” e o .df?3*17f-* o3

n-53

Tab]e 10 shows that the ma30r1ty of parents be11evedthat part1c- |

36
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guest1on 3 Do~ you fee1 that tak1ng part in schoo1 act1v1t1es w11] help
your child to become a better citizen? That is, is it help-
ing him develop a sense of respon31b111ty and the ability to -
work w1th others? (a) Very much, (b) Some; (c) None.

Tab]e 11 1nd1cates that a]most all parents perce1ve part1c1pat1ons |

";h as hav1ng a ro]e to p]ay in the deve]opment of c1t1zensh1p qua11t1es, o
respons1b111ty and soc1ab111ty ':v.n"‘v,f ,m~;~m5;a'

) 7‘ Value of Cocurricular Partitipattons'tq the
A Development oijitizenship Qualities -

/

~Value of Participation . - . . =
‘to Citizenship Development - -.© = . . .~~~ %

» : Somé. f; } ) ;;  " .i - “:‘ . ,1‘ “‘ .54;7
~Veryemuch .. 415

._n = 53?>ut7"v RN . ,

Quest1nn 4. Do you fee1 that tak1ng part in schoo] act1v1t1es he1ps to
develop qua11t1es of 1eadersh1p? (a) Very much; (b) Some, _
(c) None ' : . , e

1c1pat10n as be1ng benef1c1a1 to the deve]opment of 1eadersh1p qua11t1es
for the1r ch11d .f h\ R ;jyl"‘:‘ REERE 1 |

R h'"' TABLE 12 e |

"ﬁ Va]ue of Cocurr1cu1ar Part1c1pat1on to the .

R Deve]opment of Leadersh1p Qua11t1es

e

. Value of Qualities of~ = j_'ta_fh._7:' e iy SR
Leadership Development e e v

el

37

Tab]e 12 shows that 96% of parents perce1ved cocurr1cu1ar part- jﬁ*f'*



Quest1on 5. Do'you feel that cocurricular act1v1t1es tend to have a good
effect or a bad effect ‘on schoolwork, homework, and school
' marks? '(a) Good effect; (b) No effect (c) Bad effect.

Tab]e 13 1nd1cates that ha]f of the respondents feel that- co-

' curr1cu1ar part1c1pat1ons have a good effect on schoo1 and homework and l
vstudent marks Almost 40% fee] thatvpart1c1patnons have no 1nf1uence on
" these factors. | a | .‘ ' | | _d‘) N

| | coTmtels "

Effect on Schoo]work Homework and Marks
oo of Cocurr1cu]ar Part1c1pat1on

i e

“Effect of Schoo1work,

* Homework & Marks —~ T %
Good":» RN ’ o . . (‘v - 50.0
Bad s
 Noeffect -~ . . - 385
Cn=s3 PR 'f. i g S

| guest1on 6 Do you fee1 that - tak1ng part in schoo] act1v1t1es is he1p1ng
to create a better attitude toward schoolwork on the part of
your ch11d? (a) Very much, (b) Some,' (c) None

Tab]e 14 shows that the maaor1ty of parents 81 1%, felt that a

better att1tude towards schoo]work is created by part1c1pat1on 26.4% felt“‘

\ BRI
that the1r ch11d S att1tude 1s )ery much 1mproved ‘through the1r}partictpat-

'v_,t1ons in the cocurr1cu]um g /

TABLE 14

Contr1but1on Made by Focurr1uc1ar Part1c1pat1ons ;
. to Stndents‘ Attitude to Schoolwork -

“Contr1but1on(toVStudent‘

: Att1tude to Schoolwork . - [ - S '%f ;
| . Very much l = Hﬁi L h:"‘ | ”'.‘_ 26.4
' Nonei SR L 18.9

38
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Question 7 (a). Do you fee] that too much or too 11tt1e actual school t1me
' is spent.on cocurriuclar activities? (a) Too much;.
(b) Just about right; (c) Too little.
| Tab]e 15 1nd1cates that wh11e 9. 6% of parents felt that too much
: schoo] t1me is spent on the cocurriculum, 67. 3% fe]t that the present use
of time is "about r1ght", wh11e a]most one quarter fe]t that too little

schoo] t1me 1s spent on cocurr1cu]ar act1v1t1es

TABLE 15 .\

Amount of School Time Students Spend
-on Cocurriuclar Activities

~ School Time Spent | j:" | %
, Too'much R : R 9.6

- About right o S g .. 67.3
Too little . o . 2a/1(

T n =53

. Question 7 (b). Do you fee] that too much or too little of the pupils’.

: o free time is spent on cocurriuclar part1c1pat1ons7

(a) Too much (b) Too 11tt1e, (¢} About r1ght

L Tab]e 16 shows that the maJor1ty of parents fe]t content w1th
the present use of pup11s free t1me 25% felt that too 11tt1e free t1me
1s{spent on cocurr1uc1ar act1v1t1es (Free t1me 1s def1ned as be1ng non-
.‘Credit bearing,tﬁme in sthooTQ)a' } | B
. TABLE 16~ o g -" L (ﬁ

Amount'of Pupils’ Free,Time'Spent“
. ‘on Cocurricular}Activities o

Free Time Spent - 'f o | FEIA e %
Too much 1.5
Too Tittle . . . 250 .
About right -~ . . . . 635
53

:.
.



Question:8. Do you feel that taking part in. school activities he1ps to
' . teach young people how to use leisure time? That is, does
it help to develop good leisure-time 1nterests and hobb1es?

(a) Yes;. (b) Some; - (c) None.

Tab]e 17 presents support from 98% of parents that cocurr1cu1ar

| part1c1pat1ons help deve]op good use of 1e1sure t1me

TABLE 17

Contr1but10n of " Cocurr1uc1ar Part1c1pat1ons to: |
‘the Development of Good Use of Leisure T1me

Value to Good Use

of Leisure Time | Ty
Yes o 61.5 - . °
o some o . 36.5
None S S o 1.9
n' =53

*

Question 9 (a). Is 1t poss1b1e that some k1nds of cocurr1uc1ar act1v1t1es
S ~ do more, to fulfil the aims of education than others? Do
you feel that a greater contribution .is made by athletic

or non-athletic activities?. (a) Ath1et1c, (b) Non-

athletic;  (c), About ‘the same. : o

Tab]e 18 1nd1cates that 58% of parents fe]t that there ‘was' no

d1fference between ath]et1c ‘and non- ath]et1c part1c1pat1ons to. the fu1f11- .

ment of the aims .of educat1on The rema1n1ng respondents are a]most
equa]ly d1v1ded as to the re]at1ve va]ue to educat1on of ath]et1c and. non-

. e

"ath1et1c act1v1t1es ‘
 TABLE 18

Re]at1ve Contr1b1t1on of Ath1et1c and Non- ath]et1c j?
- Activities to the A1ms of Educat1on

- Contribution by Activity PR I
Athletic - Lol 20.0
: 'Nqn—ath1etic o ©.22.0

3
]
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Question 9 (b). Of the non-athletic activities, which do you considér
~most valuable? (Check 3) ‘ .

There’were thirteen categor1es,of acttvities_protidee;for,
parents’ responses..‘Table 19 Tists the activitfes in the rank order
selected by the respondents‘ The pr1mary‘pos1t1on of "occupatxon -type
"crubs" ref]ects the nature of the populat1on used for thgé study since

~all student; 1nc]uded must have been registered in ten or more credits ‘in .

an industrial-vocational program.

TABLE 19

~Parents' Selection of Non= ath]etié Act1v1t1es
by Relative Value to Stu@ents Deve]opment

Activity/Club o Frequency of

(Rank Order) : o \ Responses T
M«(f) Occupation L g f 30 .22.0
(2) D1scuss1on/Debate o | ; - 18f' 13.0
(3) Government/S.U. o ‘uf‘.4" 15 11.0
~(4) Hobby B R 9.0
-~ {5) Dance o "‘lf T b 7.5 !
~(6) Religious = .~ . - - g 7.0
{7) Subject (e.g. science) ‘rfj' 1 _;"IQA 6.5 ‘
~(8) Social | | A 9. 6.5
- (9) Drama ,‘b‘ 5.5 .
(10) Journalism 7 5.0
(11) Music’ 5 3.5
(12) Service 4 3.0 , |
/(13) Other . 0.5 o
CTOTAL . T4D 1000

Questibn 9 (c) - 0f the ath]et1c act1V1t1es, wh1ch do you cons1der most
' valuable to a student s development? (Check 3) -



Table 20 Show= that of the team Sports, basketba11 wasconsidered
'most va]uab]e by parents

This‘could be explained By the fact that during the past two
years major emphasis of time, f1nances and promotion has been g1ven to
; basketba]] in the schoo] with the 1naugurat1on of the V.C. H S. Internat1ona1
InV1tat10na1 Basketbal] Tournenent Large numbers of staff and students
were recruited to fac11:tate and 1mp1ement the tournament with most
p051t1ve results for the_1nterna] climate and external image of ‘the school.

| The individua]-sport considered most valuable to a student's

deve]opment by parents was track and field. Eight.panents suggésted_
.add1t1ona1 activities: temnis (2), w1mmyngl(3); water polo (2), and
ontdoor educatjon. It is noted thatuaTI qf these>a&ditiona1'sUggested
activities have been available in tne‘past but'were discontinqed through

\

lack of interest .and participation. o

TABLE 20

Parents' Selection of Athletic Act1v1t1es
by Relative Value to Students Deve]opment

Athletic Activity‘ ' o Frequency of

(Rank Order) - ‘ o . Responses %
(1) Basketball R 35 26.0
(2) Track and Field . _ ‘ .20 1500
(3) Volleyball = - EER IR ¥ 14.0 -
(4) Soccer e A 17 - 12.0
(5) Softball - . 1 1000
(6) Other : ' . : : 8 6.0
~(7) Boxing 4 3.0
(7) Curling 4 3.0
(7) Spectating 4 3.0
(8) Bowling -3 2.5
(8) Rugby 3 2.5
(9) Golf . 2 1.5
(10) Table Ternnis 1 .75
(10) Badmwnton ] 1 .75

o
oa

TOTAL - . 1357 100.C




Question 10.

»,

Some schools conduct their cocurricular activities on the

pupils' own time. OtHers have, in addition, an activity
period once a week, or once every two weeks. Which do
you feel is the better system? (a) Pupils' own time?

(b) In school time activity periods; (c) A combination
of (a) and (b). o

The majority of parents felt that a combinqtion'of‘school and

pupi1s' own time would best facilitate the cocurricu]ar program. Table

21 indicates that 7. 87 be]weved that on1y pup119 own time should be

,u€111zed for cocurr1cu1ar activities.

)

TABLE 21 -

Desirability of Conducting Cocurricular

‘Activities in Pupils' Time or School Time

‘ =y
Time Allocation o | i %
o | A :.
Pupi];*'gime f W 7.8
School time | 13.7.
Combination. -78.4
. T '
ne== 5] .

Question 11,

4

"Do you feel that taking'part in cocurricu1ar-activitiés
“ should be Timited to those students who can keep their

school marks. up to a satisfactory standard, or should )
pupils be allowed to take -part regardless of school marks?
(a) Should be Timited; (b), No 11m1ts

'The pendu]um of pub]ic; ﬁarenta] and éducators' opinion is in constant

' motion. Tab]e 22 1nd1cates that rather more than ha]f of the respond1ng

L%

parents favoured some‘11m1ts to pup1ls part1c1nat1on

o 9

l
/

Sherritt (1964) notedvthét this is a perennial question (p. 55).
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“ TABLE 22 eam e e
L1m1ts to Part1c1pat10n in-. Cocurr1cu1ar

Act1v1ty Programs .~

e
Iy *

Limits to Participation = v' T o o %n |

£

I ,.5vKesg:‘:wwti_."Kffdf""'?‘f L Tsag

- TR e ’ R  -I : : ‘
- Question:-12. . ran you' suggest any c@ r1cu1ar act1v1t1es that the schoo]‘
e shou]d offer in add1t to 1ts present offermgs7 .
N1ne parents offered suggest1ons Of'these six suggested non-

’athlet1c act1v1t1es suchﬂas fam11y 11fe sk111s tra1n1rg, ba‘1et beauty—
. D
i'groom1ng c]ub drug and a]coho] Sem1nars Three parents repea ted their

'd requests for a tenn1s and an outdoor educat1on c]ub

T e .[,*_

Quest10n 13 What, in your op1n1on, 1s the greatest benef1t a pup11
gets from tak1ng part 1in schoo] act1v1t1es? : :

'0,’v’/

Th1s quest1on pr0v1ded parents an- opportun1ty to offex free
ecomments Responses were coded 1nto three categor1es Leadersh1p,

-%Soc1a] Deve]opment ‘and Sportsmansh1p < '7j7nf}3zbi i S %1

Tab]e 23 1nd1cates that of the th1rty parenta1 responses the

dadevelopment of soc1a] conf1dence was c0ns1dered the most 1mportant
: SR

- benef1t that may be der1ved from tak1ng part in the cocurr1cu1um

’AO
”'.“ )

3 e o I E o . S o
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TABLE 23

' Most VaTuabTe Benef1ts Derived: from.“'
Coeprr1uc1ar Part1c1pat1ons C

. "I.

Leadership/ o .7
" Social confidence = = ST LT G767
"«'Sportsmanshw e e S e T
& Question 14. Add1t1ona1 comments or 1deas you' m1ght have on the vaTue
o - or otherw1se of cocurr1cu1ar act1v1t1es L ‘\ .
5
Ten parents responded Of these' e1ght offered comments
'<frsupport1ve of the cocurr1cu1um These 1nc1uded ~hvt;‘f_f7p'ﬁh'

| e-~prov1des for the deveTopment of broader 1nterests,'
}éipromotes seTf d1rectedness and d1sc1p11ne, f
- prov1des fun wh11e 1earn1ng,;
" - part of total educat10n, |
'ff—steaches respons1b11ity regard]ess of home att1tude,

*;'w1sh sone wou]d do more,s,

1 prov1des opportun1t1es to v1s1tat1ons to. other schoo]s, and at t1mes,

ZTTTEOther c1t1es and countrﬁes,ﬂa;u"
- “ The two negat1ve responses-were “_'\ ., |
”,nnfg'sports are 0 K but, unTess one is a: pro = they do not heTp make a -

2 11v1ng, ) ' "

a waste of time

TQuest1on 15 wh1ch aspect of the schooT, academ1c or cocurr1cu1ar do you
feeT your child should spend more t1me on? . (a) Academic
// work; b) Cocurr1cu1um,_ (c) What he is do1ng now. -

Th1s f1na1 quest1on showed that 527 of parents approved of

”fthe1r chlld 's present ut111zat1on of t1me

)
%
&

45



TABLE 24

A110cat1on of Pup1ls T1me 1n Schoo1

Tin{e.‘An,atatio;'."," T L g

Current

';More t1me on academ1cs

a-f fexam1nat1on of the fourth hypothes1s

"ﬂ-More t1me on’ cocurr1cu1u :/

Cons .,sob |

Thas chapter has presented a data?anaTysisfbaSed on7resp0nsesﬁw
.;from student and- parent quest1onna1res A ser1es of crosstabulat1ons 1f_f
"f‘fwere carr1ed out“to determ1ne poss1b1e re]at1onsh1ps between a number of

"vvar1ab1es These data w111 be used to test for support or ﬂbn support fi S

:_of the hypotheses stated 1n Chapter 1.

Tab]es 2 and 3 prov1de the data on wh1ch the f1rst hypothes1s

; 1s exam1ned Tab]es 7 and 8- prov1de 1nformat1on w1th regard to the

‘third hypothes1s, and the data presented in Tab]es 4 and 6 perm1t an 1;;,32:

.86



CHAPTER Ve
concwsxons DISCUSSION & RECOMMENDATIONS

The bas1c purpose of th1s study was to assess ‘the reTat1onsh1p

of student part1c1pat1on in a h1gh schoo] cocurr1cu1um to student ach1eve- o

. B

.vment in, vocat1ona1 and T &S vocat1ona1 programs at a Compos1te H1gh
"fScﬁmT ' ' ' |
Ihe" procedure for the study requ1red students 1n vocat1ona1

”and T & N programs and the1r parents report1ng the1r vwews on the co-'

‘;;?curr1cu1um Founf' 'hases were exam1ned In add1t1on, parenta]

' Vresponses provwde‘ 1n;ormat1on to a number of quest1ons reTated to J:'

‘~*fstudents cocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on

Th1s study was T1m1ted to expTore the reTat1onsh1p of. co—

‘.t'curr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on to h1gh schooT students program spec1f1c ‘ L

I ) :
’alg'fIt was restr1cted to the\yocat1ona1 and T & S programs at

o~

"V1ctor1a Compos1te H1gh SchooT Edmonton, ATberta,»”

”>ach1evement The de11m1tat1ons 1n €h1s study were:

- 21~;It 1nc1uded onTy those students who were enroTTed 1n the program &
'idur1ng the 1981 -82 schoo] year,‘b;s'?'” "’1 |
'gg‘3:v,Resu1ts obta1ned may appTy onTy to the programs and 1nstruments

P spec1f1ed at V1ctor1a Fompos te H1gh SchooT unless s1m11ar resu]ts

,‘us1ng s1m11ar 1nstruments have been found prev1ous]y

Th1s chapter prov1des the concTus1ons reached foTTOW1ng an’

"'c- anaTys1s of the data coTTected v ‘In add1t1on, a d1scuss1on of the

- concTus1ons, recommendat1ons for poss1b1e act1on and areas for add1t1on—_&

S| research are suggested

D

]..
~ i’



w ‘ ConcTus1ons ) , ‘
§i ;xpothesﬁs~1 Students who part1g1pate 1n the cocurr1cu]um
~.‘.demonst ate h1gher ach1eVement Teve]s in vocat1onaT and T & 5 vocat1ona1
7'programs than do’ non part1C1pants ‘ _ | | |
The f1rst hypothes1s 1s supported

Hypothes1s 2. Students who part1c1pate in non- ath]et1c

‘act1v1t1es demonstrate h1gher ach1evement TeveTs in: vocat1ona1 and T & S
,'vocat1ona1 programs | , o . |
' The second hypothes1s is not supported

Hypothes1s 3 The greater the TeveT of parentaT\support for a;n]t

‘.-,the cocurr1cu1um, the h1gher the number of vocat:onaT and T & S vocat1ona1

?;"Students part1c1pat1ng ‘?Q-’Mvebhiﬁg ;' ;jt's__fe”» E“a
The th1rd hypotheSTs is supported

f‘_ Hypothe51s 4 The greater th students commltment to part1c—

o dpat1on 1n the cocurr1cu1um the h1gher the TeveT of the1r ach1evement in-

1

vvocat1onaT and T & vocat1onaT programs

The fourth hypothes1s is not supported T T '

T ;\°’fcf\f] ‘5'v D1scuss1on Fh";ff-f 'j fhy;;@ﬁ1;'
o These data reported 1n TabTe 2 supported the f1rst hyp thes1s
- It 1nd1cated th;t of ‘the 49 2% of students who ach1eved a mark 1n e cess
of 65% (grade "B” or better) 34 2% were part1c1pants 1n the cocurr1c Tum;w

';aTabTe 3 1nd1cated that when part1c1pat1ons were spec1f1ed as non athTet1c o

\

o and athTet1c, and each was crosstabuTated by students vocat1ona1 marks,

,support for the hypothes1s was 1nd1cated 1n regard to both non athTetic &
' \ : o , S S

»Tand athTet1c part1c1pat1ons o
These data aTso showed that the most preferred number of

ipart1c1pat1ons by students were one non atﬁé§t1c act1v1ty and from one to;;s: e

1




four‘ath1etic.activities.' This reiated 1nfthe preatest numberhof'stud—'
.:ents achieving a mark of 65% or above "The 1mp11cat1on of the 1nformat1on
"may be thatbstudentsﬂpart1c1pat1ng in excess. of one’ non ath]et1c and four -
ath]et1c act1v1t1es may be ut1]1z1ng the t1me and energ1es that m1ght be
Tbetter app11ed to the1r vocat1ona1 program of stud1es | _ |

 The secohd hypothes1s was not supported from the data reported
»1n Tab]e 3. As was noted in support of the f1rst hypothes1s, part1c1pat-
~1ng @tudents genera11y ach1eved h1gher marks in the1r vocat1ona1 program
than did non- part1c1pants It was however, 1nd1cated 1n these data an
| fdthat~students vocat1ona1 ach1evement was h1gher when the1r part1c1patton5’
were in. ath]et1c rather than non- athlet1c act1v1t1es | p ) | |

| Th1s f1nd1ng is contrary to that found by Sherr1tt (1964)

| Th1s m1ght\be exp]a1ned by the fact that emphas1s had been p]aced at a S

‘ V1ctor1a Compos1te H1gh Schoo] on max1m1z1ng student 1nvo]vement in

ffhfath1et1c act1v1t1es The success of th1s emphasxs was further 1dent1f1ed

' 431n Table 3 ' It showed that 80% of respondents engaged 1n ath]et1c and
v50% engaged in non athlet1c act1v1t1es ‘ S ‘w;-'a .'.
| The th1rd hypothes1s was tested through crosstabulat1ng a T

h,vnumber of var1ab1es that 1nd1cated parenta1 support by ‘the var1ab]e of

[ B

v number of students part1c1pat1ng’h . Support for the hypothes1s was ind-

wt*3,1cated in Tab]es 7 and 8 to be- approx1mate]y 50% When parents v1ewed

e“;ﬂfblthere to be no va]ue to be der1ved from cocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat10n,

'hngf'there was 1ess than 7% student part1c1pat1on

7”§Jihumber of hours pe

‘Mtgu‘ The fourth hypothes1s was concerned with students conm1tment

»‘a“?to part1c1pat1on 1n re]at1on to the1r vocat1ona] achlevement “Comm1tment

lit;to part1c1pat10n" was 1ndgcated by the f0110w1ng var1ables, (]) the

\

week a student comm1ts to the cocurr1cu1um (2) the
t:jstudents percept1on of how they rated the1r part1c1pat1on 1eve] in the

'Ei,¥?t0CUYP1CU]um com§?red to other stud,hts,» (3) the ho1d1ng of an off1ce J

ERN



jn'an activity; '(#)‘thelreoetptAof an award for some significant parttt;7
'ipatiOn‘ o " _h p | S Ji , R
E f”{' B TabTe 4 showed support in variable- (T) for the fourth hypothesws
' These data 1nd1cated that students who comm1tted eTeven or more hours per
week to part1c1pat1ons ach1eved a mark of 65% or better more frequent]y
than d1d students who%epart1c1pat1ons totaTTed fewer hours per week
The second var1ab1e was. reported 1n TabTe 6. The tabTe was

'~d1v1ded 1nto two parts Table 6 (a) prov1ded data- re]ated to. non athTet1c
.'fpart1c1pat1ons, and Tab]e 6 (b) provtded»data reTated‘to.athTetnc part1c~

1pat1ons

2
e "Lr

TabTe 6 (a) d1d not support the fourth hypotheses TweTve (19 4%)

."-of respondents ach1eved marks of 65% or better when percept1ons ‘with. regard ‘ _[

to non athTet1c part1c1pat1ons were "medlum" or "h1gh": "Low" percept1ons
‘”jwere 1nd1cated by 19. (30 T%) students ach1ev1ng 65% or better | '
" TabTe 6 (b) supported the hypothes1s These support1ve data '
"ipresented 1n Tab]e 6. (b) are aTmost exactTy the reverse of data presented

- in TabTe 6 ( ). Th1s d1chotomy may mereTy refTect the 1ncreased empha51s
'hOn athTet1cs resuTt1ng from the new adm1n1strat1ve 1n1t1at1ve |
| | Var1ab]es (:) and ( ) were found not to support the fourth
’1'hhypothesis The hon1ng of off1ce and the "rece1pt of an award" were, :

.as noted con51dered 1nd1cators of students comm1tment to some aspect of;

”,the cocurr1cuTum These recogn1t1ons are usuaTTy g1ven to those who havei

'd1spTayed Tong ~-term comm1tment to an act1v1ty

o _ RN o

TabTe 5 reported that 3 2% of students had held off1ce, and 12 7%

" had rece1ved a cocurr1cu]ar award These data 1nd1cated that wh1Te more
ethan 60% of students participated-in the cocurrlcuTum few appeared w1TT1ng,_ g

or poss1b1y abTe to ach1eve VIER ‘eoogn1t1on foraTeadershlp‘and outstand- :

1ng contr1but1on to an act1v1ty
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This analysis-wouldfappear t0»be supported by parenta]yresponses,
In Tab]es 11 and 12 more than 90% of parents recogn1zed the va]ue of co- {
'curr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on in the deve1opment of 1eadersh1p and c1tlzensh1p
‘qua]1t1es and 1n Tab]es 15 and 16 a]most 25% of parents fe]t ‘that students
nspend too 11tt1e of the1r schoo] t1me and free t1me on cocurr1cu1ar\ '
‘ act1v1t1es | | | '
The h1story of d1ff1cu1t1es and some present prob]ems, exper1enc- !
- ed by many of the. students who compr1sed th1s study' s popu]at1on may, 1n ‘
part be due to the1r 1nab111ty to make 1ong term comm1tments to the K-12 .

"'.ﬂsphere of the educat1ona1 enterpr1se Many agenc1es are act1ve1y engaged .
' L : :

o dne seeking remedla] programs to’ a]]ev1ate the problem

The further promot1on of cocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat1ons may prov1def f"
’L<one avenue- for 1nvest1gat1on . » v |
In add1t1on to prov1d1ng data that a]]owed the testlng of the
}four hypotheses, the parenta1 quest1onna1re prov1ded op1n1ons to spec1f1c-
4‘gquest1ons These data conta1ned 1n Tab]es 9 to 24, are reported be]ow .Aﬁ ]
nl;f Cocurr1cu]ar act1v1t1es are cons1dered va]uab]e to ado]escent deve]op—;
.ment, espec1a11y to the areas of c1t1zensh1p and 1eadersh1p and good
’-. use of 1e1sure—t1me -(Tab]es 10 11 12, 17) | |
"Zt'dThe poswt1ve effect of the cocurr1cu1um on schoolwork homework and
‘;.marks and students att1tude to schoo]work was noted by: the ma30r1tyl E
f.;of parents (Tab‘les 13, 14); Pl L | |
'_3€ ‘The maJor1ty of parents were content w1th the present ut111zat1on of
‘ schoo]t1me and students free t1me for cocurr1cu1ar act1v1t1es
'EgHowever one quarter 1nd1cated that they fe]t more t1me shou]d bé -
;devoted to the cocurr1cu1um (Tab]es 15 16 21 24),__ L

-?‘ 4. Most parents v1ewed the re]at1ve contrxb 1ons made by ath1et1c and

non- ath]et1c act1v1t1es ‘to be about equa] (Tab]e 11),



0

- S]1ght1y more than ha]f of the respondents felt that tak1ng part in

;,f‘the cocurr1cu1um shou]d be 11mﬂted to those students who cou]d keep

thelr marks up to a sat1sfactory 1eve] (Tab]e 22) o -t

.'v0ccupat1on type clubs were cons1dered the most va]uab]e of non-
] ath]et1c act1v1t1es, and basketba11 was cons1dered the most va]uab]e ,

k ath]et1c act1v1ty to students deveTopment (Tab]es 19, 20);

Add1t1ona1 act1v1t1es suggested by nine parents 1nc1uded fam1]y life -

-sk1T1s tra1n1ng, drug -and a]coho1 sem1nars, a ballet: c]ub a beauty

‘and groom1ng c]ub a tenn1s c]ub and an outdoor- educat1on c]ub

The mgst va1uab1e benef1t der1ved from cocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on was

" cons1dered by more than three quarters of respondents to be "soc1a1

that
1l

"fconf1dence“" The second and th1rd most valuable benef1ts were 1eader?‘«

”sh1p and sportsmansh1p respect1ve1y (Tab1e 23)

Recommendat1ons

‘v Results from this 1nvest1gat10n showed that part1c1pat1on in

. cocurr1cu1ar act1v1t1es made a contr1but1on to students ach1evement,

in vocat1ona1 and T&S vocat1ona1 programs CItis, therefore, reCOmmended -

foo
AN
b
A

Efforts be made to encourage a11 vocat1ona1 and T & S vocat1ona1

. students to part1c1pate 1n the cocurr1cu1um,v , ‘
. 'A student surve@ be conducted to assess the 1nterest and need, for

‘xkspec1f1c cocurr1cu1ar act1v1t1es, and that those act1v1t1es most

frequent]y requested by 1n1t1ated, if poss1b1e,

That non- ath1et1c and ath]et?c act1v1t1es be promoted and fac111tated

| equa]]y, »
That parenta1 support for the cocurr1cu1um as 1nd1cated 1n this study, “
: be 1ncreased through better commun1cat1on, and that the poss1b111ty of -

‘~1d1rect parent 1nvo]vement in the cocurr1cu1um be stud1ed



The fo]]ow1ng areas for further research are suggested
_The re]atnonsh1p between cocurr1cu1ar part1c1pat1on and student
ach1evement 1eve¥s in other h1gh schoo] program spec1f1c areas,
he g. Academ1c, Bus1ness Tra1nab1e Menta]]y Hand1capped
The re]at1onsh1p between cocqrrlcu}ar.pert1c1pat1on and student
'a_perticipation éhd’Student achievement ]eve]s’in thefjunior high
Cschool. RS ‘A o -f  - o

;{'To expandfthis‘exploratory, desCriptive”study to inc]ude

‘l

- additional variab]es suchvas persona11ty prof11es of cocurr1cu1ar

. : activity ]eaders, student part1c1pat1on and program ach1evement

1eveﬁs accord1ng to sex and corre]at1ona] stat1st1cs
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_ P1ease answer the quest1ons in terms of your own- chx]d If,you have_vf
more- than one chw]d in, those grades, answer the questlon 1n.terms»of=“
X one who is the o1dest.\ - . I : T ,
: Do not put your name or address on. th1s paper, unTess you wou]d ]1ke a.
' copy of the resu]ts of th1s survey s ) B
. ,P]ease answer every quest1on» SR R B0 ;%1:g"p ’(“sl,yﬂ“
‘Please mail: the comp]eted Quest1onna1re as soon. as poss1b1e Afstamped;ﬂi\
refu;g enveTope is enc]osed , R
| ﬁi~ o f'j o QUESTIONNAIRE
*(1) Hould you “describe the amount of t1me your. ch11d spends on co- curr1cu1ar,ﬁV
v act1v1t1es (both ath]et1c and on ath1et1c) as: (checP onek SR
zﬁf (a) Spends a]1 his- spare t1me g - ‘ coo ()
% ( ) Spends a1most a]] hws spare t1me o e
RO ‘ i L
'nﬂj( c) Spends some time S )
o ;( ) Spends no t1mo (does not taPe part) ,*1 Ly
(2) Do you fee] that tak1ng part in i& CUrricular,activitiesfﬁs he]ping;tova:'“" |
- further your child's educat1on7' Vo L s T e T
*‘{f,Very much o N Som°f(“f\/‘7_“ ‘vu'V» . MNome_
1(3) b you fee] that ‘taking part in. schoo] act1v1t1es will: he1p your: ch11d o

CRPRENDIN IT . L L e

TS N R 0 I )
'PARENT53'GUES}I NNATRE Oh CO- CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

i 5 DIRECTIONS j; R ‘j}issp

Father Lo Boy

,.aYou afedth Mother ': L of a  Gir ]——— 1n Grade 1orT &S Yr. 03

.

Guard1an I S

\.'

(P]ease check\

”"How/do you fee] about yOur ch11d 3 part1c1patwon in the co- curr1cu1ar

‘actﬂv1t1es program of the school? Do, you feel that the time a student R

spends in school ath]et1cs, clubs, and other out-of-classactivities. -
contributes anything to his/her education? This is what I would Tike.
to find out from you, by hav1ng you f111 out this Quest1onna1re

to become a better citizen? That s, s it’ helping him deve]op a sense P

< of. respons1b111ty ‘and the: ab111ty to: work w1th others7

*

'Very much . sSome i o None

‘Do you fee] that tak1ng part 1n schoo] act1v1t1es he]ps to develop

i3 qualities of 1eadersh1P7 R \

L Very much_ o some T :,Nohe;;‘

B

s



e

o

& S e o : S
. : : A . f . : '
A :‘\ \ o . ) v . . K
Coy o . . ) f : . R
\ 1 Y . i i g . o L Do 4 .

i ""\' : . . [ H . [ ' c ~

- -

‘,‘Do you feel Shat e>tra curr1cu1ar art1v1 l&>“ﬁﬂd +0 have 2 PJud ef*e**
*'or 2 bad eff

‘Good e.fect “_z,HT ”fﬂ No e.fect ‘ et Bad effect

ct on schob] worl ho“-worP, and school marl<7

'nDo you fee] that tak1ng part in schoo1 act1v1t1es 1swhe1o1ng to create a

better attﬂtude toward school work on the part of your chitd? That is,

makes h1m more - enthus1ast1c about school work?

Very much o _,wvv" T Some - e : f’,.wNone“

(a) Do ou fee] that too much or too- 11tt1e act ua1 schoo1 t1me (teaching
" per ods throughout the day) is spent on’ extra-curricular. act1v1t1es7

(fToo much tame : Just about r1ght R Too 11tt1e

a '(b)"Do you fee1 that too much or too 11tt1e of the pup11 3 free time

ROR:
© Yes_ FERT ‘,»(’- . To SomD extent e ‘_'J' | r“ _Non

(9) (

(noon’ hour,“after schoo]) is spent -on extra- -curricular activities?

'bToo much t1me Just about rlght s g Too little

Do you fee1 that tak1ng part in schoo] act1v1t1es he]ps to teach young
people. how to-use leisure time? That 1s, does’ it he]o to deve]op good
leisure t1me ﬁnterests or hobb1es”

!
e

(a ) Is 1t poss1b1e that ‘some - k1nds of co- currucu]ar act1v1t1es do more
o to fulfill the aims of -education than others? ‘Do you feel that a
~greater contribution is made by athletic activities or non athe1t1cs
-act1v1t1es such as those Tisted in part (b) be]ow?

'”Ath}et1c ,:;;;"'3,,_ ‘Hon- Ath1et1c': o About the same

!

-i(b) Of .the non- athlet1c act1v1t1es, whwch ‘activities do you cons1der

~ most. va]uab1e7 ' (Check the three most valuable):

uJ.:zServ1ce soc1a1 type c]ubs (Boosters, Cheer1eaders)..;t.;;et__;
'1,2{:'Re11gwous type clubs (Inter School Christ1an Fe]]owsh1p) o
C'3.f'0ccupat10n type c]ubs (E1ech1c1ty, Boauty Cu1ture) ...... .
f”4;*'5choo1 Government (Student Counc11) ........ ST aerv i
_'5,~’D15cuss1on type c]ubs (Deaat1no, Public Speaktng)..;;;.;;;.__;
jG;e(Dramat1c Act1v1t1es (Var1ety Show, P1ays).e.cueeeennsns rt.{;___‘
" 7:. Music act1v1t1es (Cho1r, Band).:.;.;...;o;:.i.;;.;é;;:.,..._;;
: 'fzagv'Danc1ng act1v1t1es (Lunch “hour, Evnn1ng)h....7,t.{;:h;.;,§.;;;
“'ffts.?:Journa1lsm act1v1t1es (Schoo] Paper,- Annua]) j.<. ..... t.___
- 'LTO.'fHobbyntype c]ubs (Photography, Stamp)... ;..;-__ . |
"{j1,(m3choo1 service clubs (Public Address, Art Ses ¥

f“i?;(_SubJect ~type club, (French Sc1ence)-é4-ek--aa~?3- e

"_13.f.Any other (spec1.y)

+*

63




(e

| ‘Shou]d_be'1imited L e ,No 1imites

(12)
-2 -dn add1t1on to the’ ones .it a]ready offers7"‘jh1'_,m,‘i_

(15)

()

f\'“;« . . o ) .
oy OT the ath]e.1c cC 1\1t1es, hn1ch do ng Cons,dﬁr most vai.zlle
the three most valuable): _ ‘ .

' Team Sports. ‘ SRTI Individual Sports i K
1. ABaSkEtba]]b'_ o o Y6, Track & Field ;;;
2. Soccer . ' 7. Badminton , . .
3. Rugby S .‘ IR 8.;:‘urlnng S L
4. Softball 8 Bl o
5. ,.Yolley Ball ~___ 10. Table Tennis o
*Q\} : R v '_UJ1.-.on1ng o : LR
IR . Bow]mng_. ' e

g 13.‘.Soectatihgi L

14, Others (state)'

'l‘

Some schools conduct the1r co- curr1cu1ar act1v1t1es on the pup11 S own t1me

4

‘Others have, in addition, an activity per1od once'a week, or once every two

weeks, when club.meetings. are‘helq “Which do you feel is the better system
(a) Pup]] 's own ‘time (b)’ Act1v1ty per1ods 1n schoo]
( ) A combwnat1on of {a) and (b)

Do you fee] that tak1ng part in co= curr1cu1ar act1v1t1es shou1d be 11m1tedv

" to those students who can“keep their school marks up to a satisfactory o
- standard, or shou]d a11 pup1ls be. a]]owed to taLe part regard]ess of schoo] f»

marks?- S : " R e

- . v .
S

Can you suggest any co curr1cu1ar act1v1t1es that the schoo] shou]d offer

;‘lhat, in your op1n1on, is the greatest benefut a pup11 gets from tak1ng part
‘1n scnoo] act1v1t1es? ’ RE ,

Add1t1ona1 comments or 1deas you m1ght have on ehe va]ue or oLherw1se of. extra—“ g
curr1cu]ar act1v1t1es : : , L

'1h1ch &spect of schoo], academ1c or co curr1cuTar, do you fee] your ch11d shou?d

- spend’ more “time on: . - el - : ST ST :
Hore t1m° on acadennc@%ork St e hore t1me on co curr1cu1ar aCL]V]tTES i

@ ﬁ
Just about what he or she 1s do1ng now
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‘,V|ctor|a Compésﬂe ngh School -

- 10210-108 &nue Edmonton, Alberta T5H 1A8. 426- 3010

V-Dear Parent/Guard1an,

'35'1 wou]d apprec1ate a few m1nutes of your t1me to complete the
‘attached quest1onna1re . _ B _

s Many students at V1ctor1a Compos1te are 1nvo1ved in a wide

range of activities that are outside of their regular classroom
work. --Clubs, dances and sports events are some of . the

~'fact1v1t1es that are common]y called the cocurr1cu]um

" The study I am conduct1ng w111 attempt to researéhmthe re]at1on-

' “ship between the- students' part1c1pat1on in the cocurricuium

~and’ the1r ach1evement 1n -their 1ndustr1a1 vocat1ona1 educat1on

L courses

\bTh1s study is part ‘of. my Master of Educat1on program at the .,
University of Alberta.” It.is hoped that the information gained |
. from this research may allow recommendat1ons to be made to ’

-~ further improve: the tota1 educational. program for your son/

Adaughter S - ,_‘ o s \

'Thank you 1n advance for your co- operat1on and t1me

..‘A qu1ck return of the completed quest1onna1re in the enc]osed
' stamped addressed enve]ope would be. very much apprec1ated

' S1ncere1y,-

-M1chae] A]pern,.'

’;;'Department Head - Vocat1ona1 Educat1on

S . . : .

| HOME OF THE "VIC REDMEN" . .
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