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‘The pu‘n‘ L uu ““' w “ Ry

-tcclOll for. tbosc ptot.ron‘..a'ggﬁﬁ -f:@ﬂ¢a~

3 sit-t tn ntlnl ,

_— BaA LS. m «ntgud nd
sduinisteret t‘m “Yroup ot 3o grade one cuu:n. u,u

’}“°1““ P‘*‘ -~ Oisit paciere By, t.lcctc& qy Mﬁ% ”“Tif{ii

“ﬁtning Resourves’ lld vatyinq in th.l. ald

Consultant h,f
to:lu, ‘vere nu’d to elicit ros,ponu: fros gbc culdun."

The data fot this studj vere collected by filling 1% o
quostionnairo accotding to the rosponsos qiﬁon by the
¢hildren and on audio tape.. Aftc: ndio vas transcribed the .
data vere tabulato!'iuto a pictute preference frequency
‘chltt and a-toaqpn.ttnquency chart. Anglysis of the data
involved conplfing ind-cént:asting,thc frcquon;y’of
orespoqpos for both pictu preferences anh tec‘lns for these
preferences according to followving dimensions:

1« Thene of'piotures,

“2. Color illustration versus lonochrOlatic illusttation.

3. General likes and dislikes ot pictures,

&. Punction of plctures, that is, experionce vith the whole

picture book or experience with the illustration isolated

“fton'the‘picture book, and

5. Sex differences. _
The resnlts of th1s study indicated that children tend
to choose the 'toy' and ‘animal? theles both for best liked

and least likeéd picture more frequently than the °‘children®

iv




siea '\m:{ Mug theic best uu«
kou ’tctn;.‘ mnutu boys, asd ,'ul.o
;“taytnq Qtrl.. llon tupro:osng deir .

choco pidti*t‘-

i ,%

p'x' : o accotdiag to tbo tlnction -.,( tbo mtua. twa

T

ﬁ_ldtth patterns onzgcd: rho ‘aginal’ thcu vu p:c.‘.uud vhea

-

b meu- 1nvelved. W-mn, Soghs and the '

°1laqiaatioa' thcno vas pt.totrcd uldlw;ho picture vas
cowsidotod in isolattnl teen tlo pic!‘rc beok. There vai a

tendency for ‘the children to‘ptlftthOIOt.d illastrations. _

Yet their reasoas for choosiny these pictures ceatered

nainly?on contcit. cdjccttiin of dcscfiption; and personal

reasons, not. of tiO‘IOtl (color) of {h:.pictuto.'rhe

children tended to give soOre overall reasons for their: best

liked picture .compared to ticit least liked picture. The
I

,childteu statou more reasons for their lost ptetorted .

‘
t heaes, 'toys',and fanimals'. Also, for the function ot the

pictures, they stated more reasons for their most preferred
theses, ‘anisals® and 'ilaqination'.

What factgrs may be related to children's picture o

' preferences and their reasons for these preferénces?,iillh

Y

patterns emerge in picture ptefeteﬁces and reasons according
to content/thenme, form/style of illusttatzon. the funct;on

of pictntes. the child's owvn personal characteristié}“or the

coabination of all of these? This study suggests that

perhaps it is the latter.
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Alice vas beginsiang te get very tized of sitting by
her sister oa the bank, and ¢f haviag nothiag to do:
oace of tuice she had peeped i th@ boeX her
sister vas readiag, but it had pietures ot
ceavermtioas ia it, 'ead vhat is the use of @
book,® thought Alice ‘vithout pictures er
coaverbations. * (Carroll, 1958, pe 1)

| | . 1adeed, vlgl is the uwse of a book without picteres? Do
. youag childres really prefer books vwith picteures? Research
indicates that books for youag éhildren do cogtain a vast
ausber of pictures. Biller (1936) aoted:
Aa exasinatioa of books suitable for yousg children
. ) reveals an extensive use of color, vide variety of

illestrative saterials, and sarked differences in
the techaiques of picture makimg (p. 273).

L

° »

Although Niller sade the above statesest in 1936, it also
‘ applies to today's picture pooks for young childr;n. Sister”
e Joseph (1969) sade the folloviag statement:

The yearly output of picture books for childres is
4




PREPRSNS

‘v d ]

- resarkable ia its nuaber and amazing in its content
and variety. .... We are referring here to books
uhor‘}thc,pictntcs predominate, vhere the story is
told "through the pictures and created for the '
preschooler and the child in primsary grades. ... 3h¢

pictures have a very special message and bring th
books to life for him (p. 32).

!

’

.
. .

v

The imsmense pusber of pictufe books available and
pr!%ented to young children may have a gtedt idfluenge upon
their attitudes fouard.boqks and reading in general. qlooner
(1960)';tate;: N '

| It is apparent that chiidren respond Hot exclusivelyl
to pictures they prefer, but to all pictures they

see. Different pictures, then, elicit different -
responses from children. Analysis of their responses

should give clues to the subtle differences in ¢
cossunication afforded by different picture foras

(pe 334). :

Research studies  involving picture preferences of
children have concentrated'on form or style of illustrations
(Amsdesn, 1?60; Bou and Lopez, 1§53; Freegyan and Freenman,
1$33; Premch, 1952; Miller, 1936; and\!ﬂblia-s, 1924). only
a (ev researchers (Dutton, 1971; RudiSill, 1952; and
Hillials, 1924) attempted to eliéit reasons from children as

to why they preferred certain illustrations.

3 »

)

" The intent of this study was to examine children's
réspénses to verbal guestions‘tegarding their piéture
preferenges, Specifically, the children were asked why they
prefer certaiﬁ pictures and their responses wvere analyzed in

relation to the con$ent and theme of the picture as well as



_the form in which the picture vas presented.

Tt ware -

Purpose of the Study

The purposes of this study were: ’

_ . ,
e 1. to deteramine tne patterns of picture preferences of grade
one children, and

2.,to0 determine children's reasons for their pt‘rences.
The following reséarph guestions were posed to
N '!

acconplish,this'éuo-foi& purpose:

1. Will grade one children state preferences among the

’ different pictures portiayed in picture books?
2. Are there patterns in general likes and digikes of

pictures by children?

3. Are the patterns of picture preferences for general likes

"and dislikes related to the sexr of the child, the fora

(color) of the pictures, the content/theme of the pictures,

'
!
!
[

yOrC the "interaction of these?

4. Are the preferences stated by the children related to
more spekific functions lhich the pictures may serve?

- . S. Are the preferences stated by the children related to the
combination of the function of the picture and either the
fori‘(color) o{ the picture or the theme ‘'of the picture?

6. Will grade one children state the reasons why they prefer
some pictures rather than otlers?

7. What reasons will grade omne children state for their
(

general likes and dislikes of pictures?
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-//ﬁf the picture, the content/theme of the picture, or the

/

1

.t . S - WL
v o . .
14 . ‘ .
8. ’te the patterns of reasons for.genor%l lik;s'an&' .
e, - ' . PR — ‘

diglikes related to the sex of the child, the fbriA(color)

/

"interaction of these? °
9. Are the reasons stated by the children related to more
specific functions wvhich the pictures may serve?

10. Are the reasons stated by the children related t§ the

combination of the function of the picture, and either the

fora (color) of the picture or the theme of the picture?

Definition of Terams

For the pur.poses of this §tudy,uter-s were defiqed as
follows:

g¢rade Qpe Children are;
1. Children who are in grade one for the first tiame,
2. Ghildren who come from an area of the city that is not
defined by a large urban §choo} board, as a high risk area,
3.-Children wvho are in an English speaking classroon,

4. Children vho are in an age range from 6.0 to 7.10, and

5. Children vho have no knovn visual or auditory

* impairments.

Pictureslllustration; An image or likeness of an object
person, or scene produced on a flat surface, especifily by

painting or drawing.

- »

content/Theme; What the picture contains and vhat the

picture is about. :

A
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291115;113& tho shape oOF ontiiﬂ. 1-c1uding colot.

densxty. and the manner in vhich tho artist expresses

hiaself.

2icture Size: Pictntes which are &pptoxilately in the .

range of 18 by us centileters.

Picture Preference: The selection of one picture fros a
group of eight pictures presented.
ggiggng; vree verbal responses given by children; to
six verbal -questions, in support of their pictufe
preferences.
fupction Qg Pictures; Experience with the vhole picture
k or experience with the 111ustratlon isolated from the

éicture book.

Significance of tPe Study

The study should have value in“fhat it will add to the
rather limited asount of research wvhich has been done on™,
children's reasons for picture prefereﬁées. The'info:lation
should be of interest to those concerned with the selection
of picture booﬁs for young children. More specifically this
study vas designed to: '
1. Suggest guidelines that can be used to assisg parents,

teacﬁérs, and school librarians in the selection of picture

books for young children,

2. Shed some light on past research which did not examine

young .children's reasons for théeir picture preferences,

-~




'teasoné vhy, thus ena

3. Alert the teacher uno .chool libtntinn to’ tho la.y

~

factors iavolvdd in picture book. loloction, .

4. Give nev insight con‘btning tho aattcront kind. ot thoaos

and or foras of illustrations childrcn ptotcr nnd the .
‘ hZ:ng those vho ocloct\books for younq

children-to idcrease the validity ‘of their jndgo.cnt. nnd

5. Provide insight into whether chtldten ctooae a patticultt

‘,pxcturo b00k ‘for its contcnt/thole, !btl/stylo of,

1llustration the fuaction of pictures, or because of the

child's ‘own personal’chatacterisfigs. : .

‘

iilitations of the Study
A number of limitations sust be cb;sidered in the
interpretations of the fihdings and conclusions of this
study. These are:
1. As the sample of children was small and not tandoniy-
selected, caution must be used in generalizing from the
data, and J .

2. The pictures selected did not include all possible themes

and goris generally found in picture books.
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isportant teras used in tho -tndy huo ‘lho bul dnthod.

‘Chapter 133 cmt.uns a ddutlod :oviu of thc uuntuo i

*
. ' related to picturc ptotbécﬁ¢os of chil&ton. ICOOluch S e
exanining children's reasons tor pi¢tlto p!otoronco- is alta ‘
revieved. “w R R o e
Chapter III explai:g the research dosign used to gathct
- . data for the studf"lttxiso doscribes the inst:nlcnt, and
the ptocedutes involved” 1§Jcollectinq the data inclndinq
selecting the picture books ‘and the subjects used {g the g

study.

Chapter IV presents in tabular and vwritten fora the
findings concerning the patterns of pictune preferemces of
grade one children and their reasons for these preferences.

Chapter V provides a #un,ar} of the 'study, and a
&iscnssibn‘of the findings, coanclusions, and implications.
§0c0|nendations for further research are also included.

Appendix A gives a complete bibliographical entry of
the picture books and a description of each of the eight

illustrations used in this study. »
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comuun ressarchecs. wnu to. ec’uchht enildten’s

ptcfbrcnccs for illustrations. In soction two the focus is

/

.-’Qn tescatch regarding children's reasons tcr picture -
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yrcfntences.

Related Studies on Children's Preferences

Research studies relating to ¢hildren's pteforenc;s for '

il;ustrations began in 1924, The following are six major
conclusions dravn froa tesegich studies regarding the
different aspects of illusttationé}

1. Subjectlatter;hyontcnt, and story interest is one
deterlzning fac in children's preferences for
illustratioﬁs (Bloo-ot. 1960; Preeman and Freesan, 1933;
Hildreth, 1936; Lark-Horovitz, 1937; Levenson, 1951; Lucio
and Nead, 1939; Rudisill, 1952; Sister Joseph, 1969; Sloan,
1972; Uhipple,'§§53; and Williams, 1924),

2. Children choose illustrations that are colored over black

and vhite ones (Amsdem, 1960, Bloomer, 1960; Bou and Lopez
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19%3; Lark-Horovits, 1937; Lucio and Nead, 1939; niller,
1936; lidllill. 1962; and Ihipplq} 1993) . Prisary colors
" that are rich, dark, and brightly sntntatcd'lppoul aore to

child:cn than pllt.lﬁlhld.l (Bou and Lopez, 1953; Clegg,

. 1968; rtcgnan and Pt;.lln. 1933; Levenson, 1951; and #filler,

N

©1936), v

3. Pactual, realistic, and fasiliar apﬁoariné illustrations‘
,ate ®ie appealing to children than fanciful, vhissical or
'ito;ic‘qnos‘(aanotic, 1959; Bou and Lopez, 1953; Clegg, ?
1968; Levenson, 1951; Lucio and Mead, 1939; Mellinger, 1932;
Rudisill, 1952; and Williams, 1924),

4. Children like illustrations depié;inq action which

involve people, animals, or objects rhther than stationary
appearing figures (Freesan and Freeman, 1933; Hildreth,

.1936, Levenéon,'1951; Lucio dnd Mead, 1939; Sister Joseph,

1969; and Whipple, 1953), |

5. Clear, definite or bolﬁ outlines for figures and objects

are preferred by childrem rather than va shed-out or blurred
obscure shapes (Preeman and Freeman, 1933; Frerch, 1952; and
Whipple, 1953) Jind

6. Children like a few large, easilx distinguishgble central
objects in book illustrations  (Bou and Lopez, 1953; Whipple,

1953; and Williams, 1924).
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Related Studies on Children's Reasons
Since 1924 the studies condnctoda%y researchers in
eliciting picturo‘ptotorcncos;ét\younq children have seldos
asked the children their reasons for lakipg a particular
selection. Only seven out of a total of'ZO studies attespted
to elicit reasons froam children as to vwhy they preferred
certain pictures. Qf these seven studies, six dealt with
Childrea‘'s pailting preferences and only one-dealt with
vhich type of illustration, ‘found in picture books, children
prefer.
Painting Rreferences

Williams (1924) had 771 fifth, sixth, seventh, and

"eighth grade students visit an exhibit of painting by

Richmond artists. Included in this display were 74 oil
paintings, water colors, and pastels. As soon as each group
arrived, the children were asked to look at the paintings
and pick out the one they liked best. Bach child wrote the
name of the painting they liked best along with the reasomns
for their selection. Out of 771 votes 603 vere distributed
apong five pictures. Porty-six pictures received less than
20 votes each and 23 pictures received no votes. H;}lians
only reported the children®s reasons for Picture 31 called
“The Beech Wood." This picture received 329 votes and the
reasons the children gave for preferring this picture were,

"it's an autumn scene, color, cows, sunshiny day, looks

natural and real, way it is painted, I knov the place and
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staads out vell, ¢lear, plain® (p. 123). Some conclusions
that Williass case to from his study vere: | .
1. Children like the sane pictutoq and choose Pictures that
are exasples of good paiuti'q.

2. Childton are interested in pictutos vhich are familiar to

thea, but will also choose unfamiliar pictures about vhich

_ they bhave read or heard abéut.

3. Children choose pictures that are large and vhich tell a
story, and o -
4. Children do shov some interest in pictures of chi}dfon.

Alsost ten }ears later Waymack and Hendrickson (\933)
had 876 fougth, fifth, and sixth grade children choose their
favorite picture, of a famous painting, and write down the
reasons for that choice. PFour pictures wvere chosen for
présentation in each grade. Prom these pictuteé'sgall
colored prints were made and each child received four
pictures to view and then keep the one they liked best. Th
children vere asked to write why they liked the particular
color print that they chose. Upon tabulation of the writtea
responses the data disclosed that the children selected
their pictures largely on the basis of color, prettiness,
scenery, interest in the people and subjects portrayed, and
their own previous experience.

Four hundred and sixty-one average children aged six to
16 along with 72 gifted children aged 11 to 16 viewed 12
famous pictures, of different subjects, and responded to a

five item questionnaire which was constructed by
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| Lark=Borovitz (1937). These 12 pictureas vere pl.ccdvfa e , \\

! rov, nusbered, and shova to small groups of caildrea. Bach :h_\\

ehild aade a first, secomd, thiid, or sore choices it |

desired, or none if none of tic pictures appealed to his.

The experimenter took the answers of the younger éhildtcn

(u§ to 12 years) vhile the older children wrote their own

ansvers. The group of gifted children, accustosed to

discussing éictntos, vere especially instructed that their
choice meant their profotcncoh for the picture they enjoyed

and liked the most and not a grading of the picture as to

A its artistic value. The picture preferences and reasons for

these ptefetences vere analyzed by using bar and line
graphs. The conclusions reached in éhié study vere:

1. Preferences of children vere definite, as a lajotity\of
the votes concentrated on a very few pictures,

2. There vas a sharp difference in choice between boys and
girls at aﬁ early age, A
1

. 3. The reasons given for picture choices’'centered on the

|
b
i
¥
i
¥

subject or content of the picture, and second on color

qualities, and L

4. There vas a marked difference in the reasons otfetgd by
' the average and gifted group of children. The average group
concentrafed on the subject matter, vhile the gifted group
vas influenced by the desigh and the color of the picture,
offering mcre reason® of an emotional and imaginary

character.
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lucio and Head (1939) presented 19 wodern pictn:ﬂu to
Q36 children ia the fourth, fifth, and sixth grade. All the
priats vere colozxed reproductioans of the origtlllo. !hoy
vere nuabered fros oae to 18 and lrtnnqod an tvc 1.:90 vhito

cardboard sheets so that they could be oasilf shoun bototo

‘classes. A quostiouaairo lcking the childrea vbtcb chtnto
-they liked best and why vas .ﬁ!bl to eech child 4ia the

classgroos before the display vas-set up. Analyzing tho fitst
choices of the children Lucio and Nead foubnd that three
pictures received the lajo:ity of votes. Tho folloving are
reasons childton gave for liking their first-choice pictures
(these reasons are ranked according to ftequoncy of
aention):

1. The artist's use of color,

2. A quality expressed by a favorable adjoctive of

description,

3. Individual interests of the children,

4. Realisa, and
S. The way the picture wvas made (p. 688).

¢

A collection of letters received by levenson (1951),
Head of Public Instrugtion at Worcester Art Museum, proapted
her to share the reasons sixth gtade’students gave in
preferring certain pictures. She concluded that:
1. Children like stoqy-telling pictures which are
realistically presented, . ’ /
2. Children like bright colors, and

3. Children prefer wvhat is familiar to thesn.
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Duttoa (1971) wsdertook to 1;ouc$!y the xinds of ‘
reasons childzrea give for paiatiag prefecences. Siaety |

&

childrea frxos grades oae, three, and siz vere tie supjicel
i the study. Dutton comstructed her owa clasgificstion
scale to classity childrea’s reasoms for pitture °
' prefegeaces. The chi}lton‘viovod'tcnttool paiating
:cucodi;ttan. of vatied coatent ead -eylp}.nl thelis teescns
vere recorded on audio tape. Some conc}usﬁons Dutton case to
. _ vere: | : : :
1. Childtci vho have had previous expsrience in discuss§nq
paintings were able to make lbrc'totinod ccnlénts about the
i intrinsic qualities of paintings,
2. The older children vere more avare of art vorks,
3. Reasoss for painting preferences, based on personal
feeling, vere characéoristic of children under ten years of
age, and "'

4. Children tended to choose paintings vhich vere consistent

with their own ingcrcsts.

filastration zni:mgu {PictyKe RBogks)

Five types of illustrations which occur in books
vritten for children vere selected by Rudisill (1952) to
determine children‘s‘protorences for color versus other
qualities in illustrations. To ensure thaﬁ the type of
. " illustration rather than its content should be the
determining factor, the same subject vas reproduced in five

art types. Three different subjects were used, each being
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the puun ol a child eangaged in a2 iateresting astiviey
vith a8 ‘tnl or a toy. ﬂon mo 2,781 chilécen fzes

kisfesgacten through grade ou 729 aqults favelved 42,
this stedy. The childrea veted detuaea the pistuxes by

engizcling on a ballot th ma the prefocred pistasge. °
nt- the voting vas dose’ w« were asked te xm at

' B ]

psefereaces. Rudisill case to the folloving cesclesiqas ’
zogarding both preferénces and reasons of childrea’s '

choices:

? %. Ia lookiang at a picture, a child appareatly seeks
first to recogaise its coatent.
2. Any picture (assusiag a certains coateat) proves
satisfyiag to the child im proportioa to its seccess
in sakiag that copteat appéar resl or life-like.
Vhether it is colored or wmcolored is less iasportaat
tha. the appeprance of realises.
3. A pert visual representation of realiss
includes color, asd color ia pictures proves
satisfying to the child is piroportion to its success
in iscreasing the ispression of realiss or
lifelikeness (p. ¥51). -+



16

’ : »
Summatry

This chapter-vas devoted to a reviev of the literature

pertaining to th¢ picture preferences of children. The
]

research in sectign one revealed that children prefer
colored versus black and :hifé iilust;Qtions;.factual versus
fanciful illustrations; action versus staiibnary.ob
figures; clear, definite figures versus blurred, wvashed out
figures; large, easily distiﬁguishable objects versus snali
figures and minute details; and that subject natte;, ‘
content, and story interest of illustrations was a
determining factor inAchildren's preferences for pictures.
In the second section, studies eLicitipg reasoans froi
.ﬁhildten as to their pistuté pre?etences vere described.
Relatively littlé research has been done in regards to young
children's‘reasons for pict&re preferences in picture books;
Rudisill (1952) had children ft;l kindergarten to grade six
choose the type qﬁ'illustratipn found in piéture books they
preferred and give reasons for their érefetences. Dutton
(1971) bhad children fros grades one, three and six choose
their preferred paipting and give a reason for this choice.
Most of the reasons cited by the ch?ldren centered on
content or story telling gualities of realistic

N

illustrations, familiarity with content, personal feelings,

3

and color of illustrations. s
The present study, using picture book illustrations,
undertook to describe the patterns of picture preferences of

grade one children and reasons for these preferences.

-



CHAPTER III

i DESIGN OF THE STUDY
/

’

This chaptér outlines the research design and

! ’ R

procedures which vere used in the study. The chapter begins

s

ver s

vith a desctiptiop of the ihstrulent used to elicit froa
young children their picture pfeferences and their teasons
for these preferences. This is followed by a description of
!he'criteria used in the selection of picture books. The two

; pilot studies and information regarding the children who

participated in the study are reported. Methods followed in

o

. - .
collecting and analyzing the data are also outlined.

&

Instruaentation

g A———— o o

One instrument, a six-item verbal questionnaire (see

Appendix B), was used to gather and record data on the .

PEer Ny

. . . . 4
picture preferences of grade one children and their reasons
for theselpreferences. Eight isolated pictures from eight

E -

Kl
picture books were used to elicit responees from the

]

5 R
‘ [
I .

e
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children.
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Ibe mhl Questionpaire

Using the guestionnair

esployed in her study, as a gu

18

)

vhich Lark-Horovitz (f937)

e, the researcher developed

a picture preference verbal questiqnnaire. This verbal

questionnaire consists of six main quastions with the saae

tvo sub guestions under each main questi
are the questions included in the verbal‘qu

1. Which picture vould you choose to heag/fﬁ;

- Why dad you Fhoose thatupicture?

- Any other reason?

2. Which picture vould you choosé if
and p&t it or your bedroom wall?

- Why d4id you choose that picture?

= Any other reason?

3. Which picture would you choose to
- Why did you choose that picture?

- Any other reason?

4. Which picture would you choose to
story to yourself?

- Why did you choose that picture?

- Any other reason?

S. Whican picture do you like best of

- Why did you choose that picture?

Any other reason?

6. Which picture did you not like?

Wby did you choose that picture?

Any other reason?

« The following
tionnaire.

6ry about?

you could cut it out

make uf a story abou¥?

take home and read the

allz
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= Thank you for answvering ly questions about the pictures.
Appcndxx B shows the vorbal questionnaire as it vas
used in'the study. Each child had his/her own questionnaire

and the randos numbers on top of the questionnaire indicate

-

~d
1 the sequence in vhich the numbered picture books were

displayed.

o

Criteria for Selection of PE&*ntc Books

( Three elementary school librarians from a large urban
school district vere asked to each choose five or more
picture books which, in their, opinion had outstanding
picture content and form. The following critéria were used
in this selection:
1. Theme of pictures inciluded:

a. Child (ren) with toys,

be Child (ren) with other child (ren),

Ce. Child (ren) with animals, and

de Child (ren) with imaginary object.
The particular theae, children, was selected orn the basis of
previous studies (Freeman and Preeman, 1933; Miller, 1936;
Rudisill, 195Z; and Williaams, 1924).
2. Pors of pictures included a color illustration and a
monochromatic illustration for each of the four themes.

A Consultant in Learning Resources selected eight
picture books from the total of 20 books chosen earlier by

the three elementary school librarians. The Consultant then
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selected one illustratioa from each of the eight books, aﬁq_
it vas these eight illustrations vhich vere used in the

study.

Preparatiop of Ricture Books

| Elastic bands wvere used to hold each of the eight
picture bobks‘%pen at the designated place: Any.vritiqi on
the page vas covered wvith vhite cardboard papet,'zach book
had » nﬁlb.t randonly assigned to ;t. These numbers vere
generated from a Rando! Numbers Table. e black 4 by 5,
centimeter number vas mounted on a 5 by 6 centiseter white
card and placed on the designatéd pic£ure. Care'uas tasen to
prevent the black number from obscuring part of the picture.
Por display éurposes, each open book wvas placed in a metal
bock holdet.’Tﬂe eig&t picture books were displayed en three

separate hexagonal tables in a regular unused classrooa.
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Pilot Studies N

Rilet study Qne |
Pilot.study one vas conducted in Pebruary, 1978, to

deteraine the feasibility of a vorbal questionnaire
r¥garding children's pictuto ptoterences. The saaple
included 12 childcen, six ftOI & grade one classroos ‘Q’ six

froa a qtldC ttrca claactoon. An elementary school libtarion

"selected eight pictute books wvhich she thought had

outstanding picture content and form. The theme of the

- pictures was varied and the fora included five colored and

'tyreé monochromatic pictures. Each individual child vas

shown the eight isolated pictures from the eight different
picture books.

Fron this pxlot study the researcher came to the
follovlng conclus1ons'
1. For more effective communication a shandard form of
verbal comamunication, used prior to each child vieuing:the
eight piétures and respondipg to the verbal questionnaire,
vas neccessary,
2. A sixth question was needed to b;Iance the best liked
picture question. Therefore the question, "Which picture do
you not like?" was added to the other five gquestions,
3. Book holders were necessary to facilitate proper display

of the pictures,

4. One central theme, with variation in content, and an

-



-

R

N * .‘\
equal auasber of lonochro-ac{sf’;;)colotod pictures vere

essential to linilizo the nusber of variables 1nvolvod. and

22

S« In order to obtitu data not influenced by 1ack of
faailarity on tho part of the children, time aust be spent
to acquaint the children with the rosoarcber and since time
vas 1il}tcd. it woulad bdybostlto drav the entire sasple from

one grade in one school.

n@stmum

' Using the same grade one classroon as in Pilot Study
One, but with 12 different children, Pilot Study Two was
conducted in March, 1978. PBach individual child vas shown
eighi isolated pictures from eight picture books; These had
been selected by four elementary school.iibrarians vho
esployed the Criteria for Selection of Picture Bookg, as
outlined on page 19. The pictures depicted chilérén in four
different themes. The form included a color and a
sonochromatic picture for each of the four theaes. gilot
Study Tvo helped the researcher to derive the final fornm
for:

1. The verbal communication necessary before each chilad
vieved the eight pictures, and '
2. The verbal questions that were to be.askehJas each child
viewed the pictures. !

This pilot study ;lso led to ihe following conclusions:
1. One central theme with variation was effective in

eliciting responses fronm young children,
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2 InIOtdot to avoid possible order otfocts. rotation of iio
picture books vas nocolltfy, Por each chlld the order vas
changed by plac1n§ the first book last, and moving each book
one space, B

3. There ias enough time to rotate the pictures when one
child left the room before another child cane,

4. The time tingo for viewing the pictures and ansveriné the
verbal guestions was four to seven ainutes, and

S. Since two children expregsed concern about havihé to read
from the‘picture books it ugs necessary to add the following
sentence to the verbal communication, "I've put some white
paper over the words so you do not have to worry about

reading anything."

»

Setting of the Study

This study vas conductgd during April, 1978. All the
grade one children in one urban sch&ol vere used in the
study. A regular, unused classroom provided the space for
the study in‘vhich three hexagonal tables were arranged in a
semi circle. Two small chairs, one for the child and one for
the researcﬁer, vere placed in front and to the left side of
the middle table. A Sony cassette tape recorder, used to
record children's responses, vas placed on a stool to tae

right of the researcher’s chair.
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sdlplc “

The original salpi;jvn-c30 grade one children, but.tour
vere not included in the sample as they were in grade one
for the second year. A total sample of 30 children, 15 male
and 15 female, wvas used in the study.

These children vere from an . area of the city that is
not defined by the school boatd as a high risk area. More
specific&ily, in the judqolent of school bqn:d

adainistrative officials, these children 9te froa an

upper-middle class distefTct.

Rreparation of sample shilslm

A total of five consecutive school days vere spent in
familiarizing the children with the researcher. During this
time the following activifies vere carried out by the
researcher:

1. Stories were read, each day, to the children,

2. Lessons were taught in Physical education and creative
writing,

3. Individual students were helped in their regular school
vork,

4. Names of each individual child were learned so that
conversations could take 6n a personal flavor,

5. Informal conversations were held with the children during
recess tine, and

6. Thé tape recorder was used to tape poems written and

recited by the children, songs sung by the children, and
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informal convctsntions.

Becoming acgquainted with the childron was an-iaportant
aspect of the study. It aeant that the children were at ease
vith the researcher, and did not have any difrficulties
responding to the verbal guestionnaire. One child, however,
due to personal circusstances, 4id not have as such
opportunity to become acquainted Qith the researcher as did
the ofhor children. This child vas very tpptohoniivc.upon
entering the classroon vhe;c the picture books vere
displayed. The following illustrates the researcher's
informal conversation with this child before beginning the
actual study:

- R. How are you today?

- C. Fine.

- R. Come in and sit down on one of the little chairs.
- C. (Goes to the chair and sits dowvwn,)

- Re Did you have a nice time in éyl?'

- C. (Nods)

- R. Do you like going to gym?

- C: {(Nods) Yes. (Samiles)

- R. Would you like to help me and look at some picture
books? -

- C. {(Nods, smiles)
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Collection of Data .

A procedure vas oltiblishod vhereby children's
responses were recorded both on the guestionnaire and on
audio tape for later ana)dsis. The grade one children who
participated in ghe study vere told that the researcher vas
interested in tiﬁding out wvhat kinds of pictures children
like, and their reasons for these preferences.

The children were asked to pull out of a bag a hu-bet
to indicate the order in which they would comse and see the
picture books and help with the study. The following
illustrates the researcher's verbal cosmunication with each
child, prior to viewing the picture books, in‘;hich an
attempt was made to put the child at ease;

- Come in and sit dovn on one of the littlé chairs.

- Before you look at the pictures in the picture books, I
have a little speech I'm going to read to you.

- I want you to look at some pictures found in picture
books.

- I'sm going to ask you a few questions about these pictures.
- There are no right or vrong ansvers to my gquestions, it's
vhat you think about the pictures.

-~ I've put somse vhite paper over the words so that you do
not have to worry about reading anything.

- Each picture has a number.

- You will tell me the number of the picture you choose to

ansver my questions.
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- Do you ua&;t-t.nd?
- l9v you hl;Q_IOIC tilo'tb look at the pictueres.

- Please takdlybnt time to look at the pictures carefully.
When you have finished looking come and sit on the chair
beside nme.

- Come and look at the pictures.

After each child had vieved the eight piciurcs, the
researcher's continued verbal comsunication is illustrated
as follows:

-'This is »y chart vith the questions I'as going to ask you.
- I'm going to put the tapo\iecorder cn so that I can record
everything you and I say. I can;t vrite as quickly as wve
talk..

- Please look at the pictures as I ask you ‘the questions.

At this point in the study, the tape recorder vas
svitched on and the researcher proceeded with the ve:ba;
‘questionnaite (see Appendix B). The verbal questionnaire was
supplemented with "Pardon me?" and "C:n you explaiﬁ again,
please?" if the child spoke too softly and/or tyg ieaning of
what the child said vas unclear.. |

At the end of the verbal questionnaire, each éhild vas
thanked for helping with the picture books. The child was
then asked to go back to the classroom so that the next
child would knov when to come.

To avoid possible order effects, the researcher rotated

ti"picture books by always putting the first book last and

having the corresponding numbered questionnaire ready for
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the next child. This vas done during the interval vhea one
v )

child left the rooa aad before another child case. The

interviev time vith ®ach child ranged fros three to ten

ainutes, vith an average time of five minutes per child,

" Asalysis of Pindiags

A six-iteas verbal quest!%nnlito vas used to detersine
the picture preferences and kipds of reasons given for these
preferences. The frequency of responses vere totalled and
tvo charts were drawvn up, one to shov the frcqq.Pcy of
responses of picture preferences and one to shov the reasons
for these preferences,

The six-ites verbal gquestionnaire represents three
categories:
1. Questions 1, 2, 3, and 4 dealt with the function of
pictures,
2. Question 5 dealt with the best liked ;icture, and
3. Question 6 dealt with the least iiked picture.
The questicns referring te the function of pictures were
further subdivided into two categories:
1. Questions 1 and 4 vere related to experiences uith the
vhole picture book, and
2. Questions 2 and 3 vere related to experiences with the

illustration isolated from the picture book.
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The eight picteres were an oqual nwsher of cole:r aad
sonochrosatic illustrations and represeated four uﬂcnn\

e

theses. The data vete swbdivided aseoerdiag to fora (color)
(2 thene of illustretion.
‘ : Dravisg on Dutton (1971), Lark-Rorovits (1937), Lecio
‘and Nead (1939), and Waysack and Nearicksoa (1933), a
“Siz-Ites Classificatios of Reasens Ohprt® was ceastzucted
to classify the childrea®s reasons for their plei.tc |
preferences (see Appendix C).

Conpati.bns vere made betveen male and fesale childrea
vith relation to their picture preferences and reasons for
these preferences.

Thus frequencies of responses vere coampared and

. contrasted vithin the many categories described above.

Summary

.
rd

A guestionnaire vas designed and administered to a
N group of 30 grade one children in order to deteraine their
picture preferences and their reasons for thcs‘.Prcfctoncos.
Eight isolated pictures from eight different picture books
vere used to elicit respoanses fros the children. The
4 pictures varied in these and fors (cbdlor).

The data, for this study, vere collected by the use of

both a questionmaire and on audio tape. These vere later

transcribed and the data tabulated into a picture prefereance

frequency chart. The children's reasons were also

.




i categorized and charted.

Analysis of the data involved comparing aud contrasting
the frequency of responses both for picture preferences and

reasons for these preferences.

!
o
§
;
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‘CBAPTBI IV

lllL!ﬁIS OF DATA
‘This chapter presents the data gathered for.tﬁé_study,
descriﬁes its analysis, and presentg the findings in teras
of the research guestions poseq in Chapter I. A tally vas
made of children's responses to‘:he six verbal questions

9

vhich required thea to indicate their picture preferences .
and their reasons for thbese preferences, In searching for
patterns in children's responses, the data wvere formeéd into
frequedcy tables. Examination of these frequencies revealed
a variety of patterns. The findings related to children's
picture preferences are reported first, folloved by the
findings related to the reasons children stated for their

picture preferences. A summary of the major findings is

reported in each section.

31
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Children's Picture Preferences
Several of the research qnestions.vere related to the
children's picture prefe:'%ces. Each of the gquestions is

ansvered separatelj. )

Quegtion Ope .
Will grade one chxldr state preferences among the
dlfferent pictures portrayed in picture books? '

Thirty children participavZed in the study. Table 1
<

reports the frequency of their responses to each of the six

verbal questions asked., The total number of responses is 179
out of a possible 180. One child did not state a picture
that vas liked least, but rather stated that all pictﬁres
had equal appeal for hin. Table 1 shows that grade one
children will state pPreferences among the different Pictures

portrayed in picture books.

~a
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Table 1
Children's Overall Picture Preferences
Pictures Questions

Child #1Hear #2Hang -#3Make #4Take #5Best #6Least

itk story on ¥all up story hbome,read 1liked diked

#1 Toy 1 1 4 1 3 5
Bono“

£2 Toy 3 7 - 3 2 e 4
Color*

.

#3 Child 3 4 4 4 4 2
Color

$4 childa O 1 4 3 2 : 3
Mono | |

#5 Animal 9 2 : 2‘ ) 4 6
Mono o |

¢ .

46 Animal 5 4 3 5 , 5 2
Color

#7 ilagine 8 5 4 8 3 .3
Color .

#8 Imagine 1 € 6 2 w3 4

Mono

Note. N=30 for questions 1 through 5,
§=29 for question 6.

*Monochrosatic illustrations; Colored illustrations.

!
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Questiop Tvo o . L

Are there patterns in general likes and dislikes of
pictures by children?

Table 2 illnstt#tes that there are no outstanding
patterns of children's likes and dis}ikes. All pictures were
naped as b?ﬁf liked and as least liked. The picture chosen
nost oiteéﬁ,s best liked vas picture nuaber 2, but while six
‘students £hose it as best liked, it was least liked by four
students., Sisilarily, the picture chosen most often (nulbef
5, six times) as least liked was best ;iked by four
studen\§; The largest difference for any one picture was

three (picture number 6).
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Piéturcs Quostions'
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Table 2

Children's Likes and Dislikes

85 Best Liked
¢ . 3
$2 6 .
3 4
1y 2
5 y
*6 . 5
7 ‘D 3
#8 3

$6 Leagy Liked
s
" . ®
2
3 o
6
2
) 3
4

uo&e. N=30 for question nuaber 5.

N=29 for question number 6.
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Question Thrss .

Are iho patterns of picture preferences for general
likes and dislikes related to the sex of the child, the fbrq
(color) of the pictu:cs.‘the contoni/tholc Af the pictures,
or the interaction of thcse?‘

Question Three vill be ansvered in five parts.

Part One: Sex of the child and éreterences..
Table 3 illustrates that there are no promipent
picture preferences wvhen consid?ting the independent
"variable of sex. There is a2 relatively even distribution
betveen girls and boys. Girls seem to vary slightly more
than boys on both likes and dislikes as indiéated-by the
~~Cange. Picture number 6 shows the greatest difference
for best liked picture and picture number 4 shows the

greatest difference for least liked pictﬁres.



"

Table 3
Likes and Dislikes Grouped by sex

Pictures Questions

#5 Best Liked #6 Least liked

flale Eenale  ddde  Iemale

1 2 1 3 2
$2 3 3 2 - 2
3 3 1 0 2
4 1 1 4 0
C& 3. 1 2 4
46 0 5 2 0
7 1 2 1 2
#8 2 1 1 3
Range 0-3 1-5 0-4 0-4
3 4 4 4

Note. N=30 for question number 5.

N=29 for question number ¢

37



38

Part TUO:.POII (color) and preferences. -

Responses are gtdupod according to vhether the
children refer to colored pictures (nuambers 2,3,6,and 7)
or to monochrosatic pictures (numbers 1,4,5,and 8).

Table 4 illustrates perhaps a mild preference for
colored pictures compared to lonochto-atié pictures.
There were more colored pictures named as best liked
than nomocramatic pictures named as best liked. There
vere more monochromatic pictures named as least liked
than colored pictures named as least liked.

Table 4
Childrens's Likes and Dislikes Groyped by Porm (Color)
Form Questions
42> Best Liked 26 lLeast Liked
Color 18 ' 11

-~

Mono 12 18

Al

b
Note. N=30 for question number 5.

N=29 for question number 6.
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Part Three: Content/these and preferences.

Responses in Table 5 are grouped according to €he
preferences shovn for pictare theme. No strong pattern
is evident in Table 5. Toy and anisal theqes were chosen
more often as best liked over children and imagination
themes. But the same pattern existed for lcast_likod
pictures. Perhaps toys and anisals are topics about
vhich there is the greatest difference in children's
likes and diélikes.

Table S
' Children's likes and Dislikes Grouped by Thenme

Thenes Questions

#2 Best Liked $6 least liked

Toy 9 9
Children 6 5
Animal . 9 ' 8
Imagination . 6 ) 7

Note. N=30 for question number 5.

»

N=29 for question number 6.
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Part Four: Relationship betveen sex, fcrs (color), and
preferences.

Table 6 shows that for best liked picture sore
girls than boys preferred colored illustrations,” vhile
the boys showed almost no difference between colored and
sonochrosatic illustrations. Monochromatic pictures were
least liked by both male and female children.

Table 6

Likes and Dislikes Grouped by Sex and Form (Color)

.

Fora Questions
#5 Best Liked #6 Least Liked
Male [Eemale Male [Eepale
Color 7 11 5 6
Mono 8 4 9 9 *°

Note. N=30 for question number 5,

N=29 for question number 6.



Part PFive: Relationship betveen sex, theme, and
+

preferences. 3

No overall strong pattern is evident in Table 7.
There is some indication that girls prefer the animal
theme. Pive of the six girls selected one bicture.
picture nuaber 6 which had a girl wvith animals in it.
This raises the question of whether preferences are
related to sex identification with an individual or
individuals in‘the picture. -

Table 7

Likes and Dislikes Gfouped by Sex and Theane

Thenmes Questions
#5 Best Liked  #6 Least Liked  ,
Bale Pesale Sale Zemale
Toy 5 4 ' S 4
Children 4 2 3 2
Animal 3 6 4 4
Imagination 3 3 2 s

Note. N=30 for guestion number 5.

N=29 for question nusber 6.
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In order to examine the possibility of sex
identificaticn patterns, the data wvers regrouped
icco:ding to the sex of the child depicted in each
illustration. Table 8 illusttates a fairly strong
pattern; boys prefer ?1ctntos portraying boys, while
girls ptct‘: picturo;'porttcyinq girls. A fairly even
preference distribution is evident for pictures in which
sex is ambiguous (reference is made here to picture
nusber 7, vhere only the top half of a child's face vas
visible) or pictures which include both sexes.
~ Table 8

Likes and Dislikes Grohpcd by Sex Identification

Pictures Questions
45 Best Liked $6 Least Likead
bBale Eemale Hale [Iemale
Boy in 8 5 5 9
picture x=2.,7% 1.7 1.7 3
t's 2,5,8
Girl in 2 6 . 5 2
picture x=1 3 2.5 1
#t's 1,6
Both S 4 ] 4
Sexes x=1.7 1.3 1.3 W3 .
#¢s 3,4,7 '

Note. N=30 for question nusber 5.
N=29 for guestion number 6.

*Mean frequency (unequal pusber of pictures).
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Queation louz : |
Are the prefereaces ‘stated by the childrea related to
sore specific functioas wvhich the pictures ‘Qy'.orvo?

This guestion is assvered ii)tvo pacts,

Part One: Patterus in preferences.
Which preference will emerge given different 7
functions for stating the preferences? Table 9

illustrates nc consistent paitotn. The ranges vithin

nt. There appears,

each function are nqgfasgly ait

hovever, to be greatef unifora n children vere

asked to consider aaking up a st

'
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Children's Pteferenées Grouwped by Pour Punctioms

Table 9

:

of Pictures

Pictures Questions

#1
82
*3
#4
¥
#6
7
#8

Range

Note:

#1 Hear $#2 Hang $£3
‘ on
sgory ¥all
1 1
? < 7
3 4
0 1
9 2
5 4
8 5
1 6
0-9 1-7
9 | 6

N=30 for questions 1-4,

Make
up
story

#4 Take
honme
Lead

1

2

B

44
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- “Part Two: Patterns of‘ptﬁferences of éonbined functions.

Responses are grouped according to the functions
involving the child, that is, when function is related
to experience vith the whole picture book (questions 1
and 4) or vhen function is related to expefience vith
the illustration isclated fron#the picture"bOOk
(questions 2 and 3).'

Table 10 indicates tha; involvenment vitﬁ the wvhole
picture book seems to induce selection of pictures S, 6,
and 7; vhile involvement with the iliusttation isolated
froa the ;icture book induces selectior of pictures 2,
7, and 8. Picture 7 is picked for both functions. There
is also a greater range for involvement vith the whole
picture book. The theme or fora iay be interacting with
the function of pictures. This is dealt with in Cuestion

Five.



Table 10
Children's Preferences Grouped by Twvo Punctions

of Piptures !

Pictures " Questions v
21 & 24 212 ¢ 83
$1 2 5
$2 5 ' 10
43 ' 7 8
sy 3 - s
5 : 14 - 4
¢6 10 7
7 16 ' 9 .
8 3 12
Range . 2-16 . 4-12
14 8

Note. N=60 for each combined group.

46 -
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Question Fire

> Are the preferences stated by the children related to

the combination of the function of the picture and either
the fora (color) of the picture or the theme of the picture?

Questioﬁ Pive is ansvered in two parts.

Al

" Part One: Relationsqip between function, fora (color),

v and preferences.

’
Table 11 illustrates{t Bor is preferred more,

regardless of function. T ) M‘fblightly stronger
preference for colored\pictures vhen function relates to
experience with the vhole picture book than with the

isolated illustration. Por monochromatic illustratioas

]

the reverse is true, that is, more children prefer the

_*,htonatic picture when related to the isolated

3 §§tration than vhen related to experiegge with the
_';bie picture book.

Table 11
Children's Preferences Grouped by Punctioh

of: Pictures and Porm (Color)

Fora Questions ¢
21§88 £2 & #3

Color 38 30

Mono 22 26

Note. N=60 for each combined group.
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Part Two: Relationship betveen tuqction(}ﬁﬁohe, and
8 )

P q,"‘

) Table 12 shows that the animal these vas chosen
;Sie often wvhen related to experience with the vhole
picture book. The imagination theme vas ;hosen more
often when related to experience with the illustration
isolated fion tﬁo‘pictutq book.

Table 12
fhildren's Ptefgrences Grouped by Function

of Pictures and.These

Themes ' Questions
21 & 4 £2 5 83
Toy 7 .18 ,,.
Children 10 . . W
Animal 24 X f1
Imagination 19 r”?1

Note. N=60 fgf each conbingd groupe.
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Summary of Pindisgs Bslated to Shildzap's Rictuce
Prefersnces

There vere 30 grade one children who participated in

the study. These children vere asked to viewv eight isolated
pictures from eight different picture books and ansver six
verbal questicns regardiag their ;ictutc preferences. The
children stated 179 out of a total possible of 180 picture
preference responses.

The foiiowing patterns existed in general likes and
dislikes of fpictures:
1. All pictures ver; named as best liked and least liked,
2. Girls tended to vary slig&;ly more than boys on both
likes and dislikes,
3. There vere more colored pictures named as best liked than
;;nochrOlatic pictures named as best liked,
4. There vere more monochromatic pictures named as least
liked than colored pictures named as least liked,
5. The toy and animal themes vere chosen mcst often as best
liked, but the same tvwo themes vere aléo chosen most often
as least liked,
6. Color vas smore frequently cited as in best liked
preferences by girls as cospared to boys,
7. Monochromatic zilustrations vere equally least liked by

both boys and girls,

8. There vas a strong pattern related to sex identification
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for best liked; girls tended to choose pictures portraying
girls and boys chose pictures portraying boys, |
9. There was a strong opposite pattern to},tod to sex
identificaticn for least liked éictute; boys chose pictures
portraying gi:is and girls chose pictures portraying boys, Q '
?nd |
10. There was an even distribution of male and fesmale
responses for apbiguo;; or bothk sexes in pictdros for both
best and least liked illustration.

TheAfolloving patterns were evident in relation to the
functions of pictures:
1. No single function emerged as more frequently chosen than
the others, but there wvwas more uniforsity when t&e function
involved making up a story, .
2. Punctions related to experience with the whole picture
book induced the most frequent selection of pictures 5, 6,
and 7; wvhile involvement vit; the illustration isolated froa
the pjcture book induced the most frequent selection of
pictures 2, 7, and 8,
3. Colored illustrations were preferred toc monochromatic
illustrations regardless of the\ﬁnnctign of the pictures,
4. Theme produced more prominent patterns when function was
related to experience with the wvhole picturi.book,
S. The anisal theme vas most popular vhen related to
experience with the vhole picture book. By contrast the
animal theme wvas the least popular vhen rel‘to the

illug}ration isolated from the picture book, g

L+



6. The imagination theme vas most popular wvhen related to

t he 111us£tation isolated from the picture book.

Children's Reasons for Picture Preferences

Children's picture preferences for each of the six
verbal questions have been discussed in the preceding
section.iTo ansver the research guestions regarding
children's reasons for their picture preferences, {he
construction of a SiX°It€l Classification of Reasons Chart

“vas necessary (see Appendix C for a more detailed account of
this chart). The six items, wvhich included conteﬁ%, foram
(color), adjectives of deséription, personal, irrelevant,
and no reason,'vete derived from previous studies (Dutton,
1971; Lark-Horovitz, 1937; Lucio and Mead, 1939; and Waymack
and Henrickson, 1933).

An intercoder reliability check was conducted to
establish an index of the reliabili‘x_oi this classification
of children's reasomns. One indiiﬁﬂﬂfi coder c%assified a
total aof 107 reasons which the children gave for verbal
questions 1 and 5. When compared with the researcher's '
coding, an intercoder agreement of 90.7% was achieved.

Each of the research gquestions pertaining to children's

reasons for picture preferences (questions six to ten) is

.
ansvered seperately.

&
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Question Sz '

Will grade one children 'state the reasons vhy thex
prefer some pictures rather than others?

Each of the six verbal qhestions had two other
questions asking the children their reasons for a partiéulat
picture selection.‘rhe total number of reasons a child wvas
requested to give, for the six verbal questions, vas a
maximue of 12, cr none if the child chose to give no reasons
for his/hes picture preferences. A possible total of 360
reasons could be given by 30 children. Table 13 indicates
the number of reasons the children gave for the six verbal
questions. To;alling the first five categories, excluding No
Reason, provides a total of 275 reasons that were given by
the grade one children in suppor¥ of their picture
preferences. There vwere only eight instances wvhen children
did not give a reason to support their picture preferences.
The ansvwer to Question Six is that ;ith fev exceptions,

children will state reasons why they prefer some pictures

rather than others.



Table 13

Children's Reasons for the stx“Verbal Questions

Questions

1

Hear
story
$2

Make ué
Story
$3

Hang on
Wall

$4

Categories

Con/ Fora

tept ceolor
16 | 3
15 3 .
30 2
17 0

Take home

Read
#5 25 6
Mpest
Liked
Lacking No
contgpt color
$6 8 6
Least .
Liked
Total 1M 20

18

15

14

12

76

13

12

11

11

62

Adj.of Per/ 1Irrel/

Res. ' sopal evant

1

No Rea/

228
3

53
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Question Sevel ‘

What reasons will 4:169 one children state for their
general likes and dislikes of pictures? v

Tables 14 and 15 illustrate the reasons children qavé
for their picture preferences (likes and dislikes). The
children gave more reasons for best liked picture (51) than
for least liked picture (34). They also gtated more content
reasons for their best liked picture, while for their least
liked picture more personal reasons were stated.

Table 14
Children's Reasons for Best Liked Picture

Pictures Categories

Con/ Form Adj.of Per/ 1Irrel/ No Rea/

tenpt color Des, sonal evant son

# 1 0 0 3 0 0
$2 3 2 4 1 1 0
$3 1 0 3 1 0 0
0 3 o o 0 0 0
5 2 0 2 2 0 0
6 5 4 3 0 0 0
" *7 4 0 0 0 0 0
8 6 0 0 0 0 o

Total 25 6 12 7 1 0
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Table 15

Children's Reasons for Least Liked Picture

Picteres

"
02
3
"
¢5
46
7
#8

Total

Co

Catogdtios

n/ Pors

Adj.of

tent <0lor DResa

1
0
1

4

0

0
2

1

Per/ 1Irrel/ No Rea/

£o8al evant
0 0
3 0
0 0
0 0
3 0
2 0
0 0
3 0
1 0

o O o
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_Qunan Light B ‘.

Are the patterns of reasons for general likes and

"

dislikes related to the sex of the child, the foras (color)

of the pictures, the contogt/tholo of the pictures, or the
0 c,

Question RBight will be answered in five parts.

interaction of these?

-

Part One: Sex of the child and reasons fcr preferences.
Table 16 illustrates that girls tended to give dore

content gnd fors (color) reas@ns than boys for bﬁlt

liked picture. In the other categories frequencies are

fairly evenly distributed. FPor the least liked picture

(Table 17) girls again gave more content reasons than -

boys. Girls gave nmore pcrsonal-reasons for least liked

picture while the boys gave more adjocti;o of _ %

description reasons. In the other categories ﬁrequcnci@eaﬁ

L3
are evenly distributed. '4{,ﬁ£



Table 16
Reasoas for Best Liked Picture @couped by 81:(
o ,Pictures Categories

Cony Pora Mdj.of Per/ Irrel/ ¥o Reas

teat celor Des. somal  evant soa
s 2 ar arlzr az &l
" 10 00 00 21 00 0°0
.2 1" 2 11 22 10 01 o0 0
" 1o 00 21 01 00 0 0_
" 12 00 0 o0 q',o 0o 0 0 0
' 2 0 00 2 0 1'% 00 0 O
T 0O 5 0 & 9 3 00 00 0 O
0 13 60 00 00 00 0 0
e . 00 00 0O 00 0O
Tot®1 1114 1 5 6 6 & 3 0 1 0 0
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< Table 17

Reasons for Least Liked Picture Grouped by Sex
Pictures Categories
Laqk ‘Alo

' Con/ Pora Adj.of Per/. Irrel/ MNo Rea/

tent color Des. sopnal evant son

8 E 8 F &8 F 8 E N iz

1 1 o\\ 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
$2 00 0 0 20 1 2 o0 0 0 o
$3 01 0 0 O 1 Q O o0 o 0 o
sy 1 0 10 1 0 0 0 0 O 0 0
$5 1.2 0 0 2 1 0 3 0 0 o o0
6 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 O 0 o
$7 o 1 0 0 1t 1 o0 0 0 0 0 0
#8 01 0 1™ 0 1 2 o0 o0 )

Total 3 5 3 3 6 3 4 7

o
"o
-l
o

[P O S
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, 4
"Part Two: Fors (color) and reasons for prefereances.

Responses are grouped according to whether the

childreniga;; reasons vith rofcronce,&c\iolorod pictures

(nusbers 2,3,6, and 7) or aonochromatic pgictures

(numbers 1,4,5, and 8). !
Table 18 shows some intqresting pattor:.
children's reasons for best and le;:tilikedhpicturos
according to foras (color). The children gave more
reasons (32) ‘for best liked colored picture than for
least liked colored picture. They also gave more reasons
(22) for least liked monochrosatic picture than for best
liked -gﬁochrOlatib picture. The content related reasons
for botﬁ colored and monochromatic best liked
illustration vere fairly evenly disttibuted..Thete vere
six instances where color vas mentioned for best liked
picture and six instances where lack of color vas

mentidned for least liked picture.

N\



Table 18

Cbildren's Reasons for Best Liked and Leas{}Likod

Piogures Grouped by Poras (Color)
rora Categories - ;f’
Con/ Pora Adj.of Per/ 1Irrel/ No Rea/

. ]

tent color Des. sonal evant ~‘Bon

| B*L* B L B L B L B kL B L
Color 13 2 6 0 10 S % 0
Mono 12 € 0 6 2 4 5 6 0 o; 0o 1

Total 25 8 6 6 12 9 711 1.0 o0 1
* (B)Best liked; (L)Least Liked.
. 4 \

60
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Part Three: Content/theme and.rolagnq.for preferences.
Responses in Table 19 are qroup;d according to the
theme. A pattern is evident in Table 19 in that content
reasons for 0;1 four themes are more frequent for best
likod‘pictur; as cospared to content reasons for least
liked pictuere. The imagimation thene'teceiged n&re
content reasons vhile the animsal theme received more
adjective of description reasons as befhg {he best liked
picture. The roﬁs of the reasons ate faitly.evenly
diQtributed among the other categories. The aniwal and

toy themes received the greatest number of reasons

‘across the first five categories for best liked picture,

and the same is true for least liked pictur¢. This same
result vas evident in the preceding section, Children's
Riqturs Prefersnces. Question Tbkes. Pait Thiee,’in
which koys and aninals vere the most selectel thenmes.
Children gave more reasons for their -os: preferred

.

thenes,
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A . Table 19
. .
<8, Chilffen's Heasons for Best Liked and Least Liked
Pictures Gtoupg@ by These
Thenes Categories

Con/ Pora Adj.of Per/ 1Irrel/ ©No Rea/

! tent color Des. sonal evant son
" p*L* B L B B L BL B L
Toy 81 2 4 4 1 |

v

Childrems 4 2 0 1 3

2

3 0

1 0 0 0 0
Animal .~ 7 3 4 0 S 5 0
0

(=]
o © o

Isagine 10 2 0 1 0 o0 3 0

O N W NN R

Total 25 8 6 6 12 711 1 0 0 1
* (B) Best Liked; (Lhkeast’Liked.
’ b
e

L . )

-4
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Part Four: a) Relationship between scx.htoil {color) for
best liked fpicture, and reasons for prefereaces.

Table 20 indicates that across the first five
catogotics girls stated more reasons (23) than boys for
colored pict?xes vhile boys stated more Teasoas (13) .for
lonochtOlatiévpictutos. cifis.also tended to give more
content and fora (color) reasons for both colored and
lopochrOIQtic illustrations. The other categories are
fairly evenly distributed .

Table 20
' Reasons for Best Liked P%cturelctouped by

Pora (Color) and Sex

¥ Pora Categories

Con/ Porm Adj.of Pery/ Ir l/ No Reay
tent color Des. sonal ant son
8 £ 8 B EFE M E M F - I
Color 310 1 5 4 6 1 1 0 1 0 0

Mono 8 u 0 o0 2 0 3 2

o O
o
o
o

Total 11 14 1 5 6 6 4 3
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Part Pour: b) Relationsbhip betveen sex, fora (color) for

-~

least liked picture, and reasons for preferences.

Table 21 illusttat:p that the reasons children give
for leagt liked pf@o £or both colored and
lopochtOIatic il{;l ations, across the first five

:;,tfgotiitf is evenly distribu;ed for both male and
female children. There is a tendency for girls to give a
féu more personal reasons, vhile boys tend to give more
adjecti;e of description reasons for least liked ‘

picture.
Table 21
Reasons for Least Liked Picture Grouped by
Fora (Color) and Sex
Fora Categories
Lack No
Con/ Form Adj.of Per/« Irrel/ No Rea/
tent color 'Des. sonal e§aqt son
E 4 E 2 B M E B P ¥E

0 3/,2 3 2 0 '0> ]P

-}
0 0

Mono 3 3 33 31 +5 00 1 o0°
k 3

(<]

3 6 3 4 7 0 0 1 0
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Part Five: a) Relfpionship betveen
(

Table 22 shovs that the girls gave more reasons

(13) across the five categories for the animal these.

.’, theme for best

likod picture, and reasons for preferences.

6S

The other three theses had a fairly even distribution of

reasons. For g?%htoﬁr themes the girls tended to give

more content an¥ form (color) reasons.

Table 27

Reasons for Best Liked Picture Grouped by

Thenmes

Toy 2
Children 2
Anisal 2
Imagine 5

Total 11

Categories

Con/ Porm Adj.of

tent color Des.
E 8 F 8 E
2 11 2 2
2 0 0 2 1
) 0 u 2 3
5 0 0 0 0
14 1 5 6 6

Theme and Sex

Per/
sonal
-
3 1
0 1
101
0 o0
4 3

Irrel/
evant
- B 4
0 1
0 o
0 O
0 0
0 1

No Rea/

son

o © Py
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Part Pive: b) Relntionship between sex, theme for least

liked picture, and reasons for preferences.

[ ]
Table 23 shovs shat the girls stated aore reasons

across the five categories for the imagipation and

aninal themes, vhile the

boys stated more reasons for

the toy and children theames.

Reasons for Least Liked Picture Grouped by

Thenmes
-]
Toy 1
Children 1
Anisal 1
Imagine 0
Total 3

Theme and Sex

Categories
Lack No
Con/ Fora
tent color

E 8§ F

0 2 2

1 1 0

2 0 o0

2 0 1

5 3 3

Table 23

Adj.of
Des.
5or

2 0
1 1
2 1
1 1
6 3

Per/ 1Irrel/

sonal

i
1

evant
gz
o
0 0
0 0
0 o0
0 0

© O © M

No Rea/

ofp
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Lre‘t;e reasons stated by the children related to more
specific functions vhich the pictures may serve?

This question is answvered in twvc parts.

Part One: Patterns of reasons as related to function.

Waich reasons will emerge given different functions
for stating the reasons?

Table 24 illustrates the reasons given for the
first four verbal gquestions which dealt with function ef
pictures. There wvere a total of 190 reasons stated for
the function of pictures. Verbal questions 1, 2, and 4
had fairly even distribution of reasons given in each
category. Verbal question 3, which dealt with making up
a story, received the most content reasons (almost
double the content reasons stated for the other three
verbal questions). It was also interesting to note that
qﬁestion 3 received the least number of reasons in the
other categories. It would sees that vhen children want
to make up a story about a picture, they look at the

content cf that ficture.



Table 24
Children's Reasons Grouped by Pour

runctions of Pictures

e

68

Pictures Categories and Questions
Con/ Pora Adj.of Per/ Irrely/ No Rea/
tent color Des. sonal evant son
1224328 1220328 1220308 220308 122:2.% 1:2.3.%
¢1 0160 0000 0100 0010 00O0OTYT TOOO
'#2 1420 1300 3512 1220 0100 1.100
A3 1 2€¢€6 0010 12000 2 6 10 0100 O0O0OOVCO
sy '0 O41 0000 0022 0202 000O0 ODCOO0CO
¢5 6 014 0000 4103 WUWL22 0000 1000
$6 3 222 2000 3112 12044 0000 0010
¢7 3244 0010 7333 5203 12001 0001
8 2 450 0000 O441Y2 0020 0OO0OO0C OO0OT1TO
T 16 30 3320 15 8 13 8. 1202 3121
15 17 18 14 12 1
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‘
Part Tvo: Patteras of reasons for coabined functions.
Responses are grouped atcording to the functions
involving the child, that is, vhen function is related
to experience with the vhole picture book (gquestions 1
and 4) or when function is related to experience vith y

¥

the illustration isolated frosm the picture book
(Juestions 2 and 3).

'l§b1§ 25 shows that involvement with the whole
picture book elicited more adjective of description and
personal reasons, wvhile involve-ent'u;th the
illustration isolated from the picture book elicited
more content and form (color) reasons. Picture numbers
5, 6, apd 7 received more roqq?ns‘fOt involveaent with
the whole picture book, while picture numbers 2, 7, and
8 received the most reasons for involvesment vwith the
illustration isolated from the picture book. The
pictures vhich had the most reasons vwere &he sase ones
that tbq.childten picked in Rigghgg Preferences,
Question Fouk. Rart IvQ.



Table 25

Children's Reasoas Grouped by Two ~
Puactions of Pictures ‘
Pictures Categories aad Questions
Con/ Iornl lgj.ot Per/

Icrel/ Ko Rea/

tent color Des. sonal evant son

1280223 1o8022) 1284223 1:Ma323 1:ha22d 1=8422)

"

9?2
#3
sy
#5
#6
7

43

0
1

33

7
6
8

0
1
0

0
3

1

(%4

0
5

1

10

32

1

6
0
2

0
1

2

24

1
8

N

NN o

20

1

O N © O o o o

0
1

-h

N O ©O © O O

o

(-]

-



Rlll!ill isa
Are the reasoas antod%y the childres Tlated to tae

‘functioa of the pictn?o" and either the fore (color) ia the .
 pictase o5 tbe theme i3 the picture. ' . . l
ru,. gﬁo‘tiol is uu‘otod in tvo gores.

K}

v ‘ .

* .. ‘Part One: Relatioaship between function, fora (calor), -0
and reasons for preferences.

: rablo 26 illu’fratos that colorod pictures received
rY 3%
»

the most toa-oqt (62 and S4) regardless of tnaciion for =,

vhich the :oasons oouo .;atod. thowgh very fev of these

-
"reanpis cited coloi speéifically. .
sow ot Table 26 |

[}

Chikd?‘t's Reasons Grouped by-Functions
. i ot Pic&q{oh and PotL (Color)
- POC M f é;tpgortgs tad Pnnetions.

. ’ * ' '

Con/ rorg Adj.of !br/ Itt.l/ No Rea/
s

tontb color Dese. smeal evant son

ge ;‘71?»;'&':1 81 §1 11 ¥3%
Color '20 24;3. S 21 14.16 9 2 3 2 2
Bono 13 ;1 }0 oM 9 811 1 0 2 1
Total 33765 3 s 3223 2620 3 2 & 3

*(W)Whole pi&tutc book; (I)Isolated illustration.
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{

Paft Two: Relationship betveen function, theme, and
reasons for preferences. 3

 Table 27 shows that, of the four themes, the animal
theme received the most reu;bns (80) across the first
five catégctics for experience wvith the whole .picture
book, ;nd ilaginatiqn téceiv;d'the most reasons (33) for
experience vith the 1llilitation isolated froa the
4 pitture book. This result is silfliat to Children's
‘RhcLuLe E&ﬁﬁ!liﬂﬁ!ﬁs_ﬂ!!!li&l 11!24 Bart IvQ, in the
ptecediﬁg section vﬁoée it vas found that more children
ﬁréterred the animsal theme as related to experience uith’
the wvhole picture book and the imagination theme As
redated to the isolated illustration. The two thenes,’
animal and isagination had the greatest range of reasons

for Loth experience vith the whole picture book and the

illustration isolated from the picture book. .
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t-bi.‘zv )

Children's lousons ctonpod by run¢tions

ot Pictntoc and !hclc

es CthgOrics and Punctioas '
Con/l Pors Adj.of Pet/ Irto;> Ho Rea/

tent color Des. .. sonal evant son

l. i*+ 8 I 2 I § I § I i1

Toy 1 13 1 3 s 7. 1 1 1 . 2~ 1
"1 0 o

)

5
Child.8 12 0 1 3 2 4 3
8

Anim. 15 S

N

0c 12 3 11

1 1

0

0 o 11
.Imag. 9 15 0 1 1211 8 & 2 0
' 3

Total 33 45 3 5 32 23 24 20 2 4 3 . i;f
* (W) Whole picture book; (I)Isolated illustration.

’ [

>
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sesmary of Findings {mwl $o Children's Beascns fof Thsil
Rictuce Brefsrences o
There vere 30 gtudc one childron uhdqpatticipntcd in
the study. When ansuering the six vorbal questions they
statod' 275 ‘ASODI in support of their picture preferences.
The tollooinq pattctns existed in the :o.soas ngon for
pictuto likes and dislift&-
+ <1, Children gave aore ovetall reasons for their best liked

_picture as coapared to their least liked picture,

2.'childten stated more content reasons for their best liked

¢ picture,

3. Children stated more personal -reasems for their least

liked picture, *

4. Girls tended to give more content reakons for b&tL best

rd

and least liked fpicture,
§. Girls tended to give more personal reasons while boys

gave aore adjective of description reasons for least liked

picture, ",
. 6e There were maoOIre toasons‘statod for best liked colored

v
picture as coaspared to least liked colored picture,

P

7. There were more reasons stated for least liked
'”xnongg\\glatic picture coapared to best liked monochromatic

picture, ST

——

8. The tvo theses, anisal and toy, :ecoivod the most reasons
4 ¥ —

\ -~
for best likod pIctn:g and loast liked . pictnte, ——

—
~—

. . —

-

T

© -
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9. Girls tended to state aore toa;ona‘to: their best liked
colored pictn:q vhile boys tended to state sore reasons for
their best likod -onochrolatic pictnrc. v

10. There vas n fairly even disttibution amsong boys ani .
girls in the rea:ons given for least liked -onochronatgp and
coloto_d illustrations, o | . o
11. Girls tended to givc more reasons for their best liked
‘these, anisals, vhile the reasons stated for the other
thcn’ vere fairly evenly dis/ttibuted, and
12. Por least liked iliustxation the boys gave more raaéons
:for the toy and ch&ldtbn themes vhile the girls gave more
reasons for the animal ana il&g?lagion_fheies.

The follouing patterns existed in function of pictures:

1. Verbal §uc:tiona 1, 2, and 4 had fairly even distribution

of reasons given across the fiv egories, N

content reasons of the
»

'2. Verbal question 3 had double t

other three guestions, -

. e ‘.

3. Verbal gquestion 3 receiyéd the least number of reasons in
L] ' .

the othe;,catego:ieé:

- .

4. Co-biﬂiig function/of pictures, th&t is, experienée with

the wvhole picture "book i;dncod more adjective of description

and personal reasons, vhile involvement with the
illusttatién/gsolated from the picture book induced smore

content ret;;ns, -

S. Picture nuabers 5, 6, and 7 tocéivod,tho‘lésg reasons for
experience vwith the vhole picture book, vyile picture

nuabers 2, 7, and 8 received the most reasons for ‘

-

-
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in'olvcnoat vith the ilolltcd 111ustration,

6. Colored plctjtol toccivcd the most tonsons regatdless ot
the pictutc'l tnnction, ‘and »

7. The anisal theae tngeitod the most reasons for experience
vith the whole picture boék, vﬁile the imagination theses
teceijed the most reésoni for experience with the isolated

illustration.

Suamary
This study has shown that grade one childre;, vhen
"confronted vith eight isclated pictures fros eigh‘ittorent
picture books* bave indxv1dua1 pictnte preferénces, and can

b

state reasons the‘e ptefetences. Children tended to -
choose the apisal and toy fholcﬂqiq; both their best liked
and least liked pictures. There 'hs;k strong pattern x:elatedl‘
to sex Ldentificatzon vhen - choosigg th:;r begt. 11&‘! )
p:.ctnre, with boys choosing pxctures porttayin‘ boys pnd
girls choosing pictures portraying girls. The animal thesg .
vas popular when related to experience vith the whole
picture book and the imagination theme vas popultl vhen
related to the illustration isolated from the pictute book.
:}tffuas also a tendency for the childv‘ to prefer colored
l1lustrations for both best liked picture and gunction of
pictures. The childtei t:ndad to give more overall reasons
for their best liked pisture than for their least liked
picture. HNore content ?a:m: vere stated for their best

liked pictere, while for the least liked pictnfo more

&
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personal reasons vere stated. The toy and anisal theses

received more reasons than the isagination and children
thenes for both best liked and least liked picture. The
anisal theme received the most btuso.;‘uhen tohtod. tg
experience of the u‘olo picture book while the imagination
theme received the most.reasons vhen related to the
illustration isolated from the picture book. The children
stated more reasons in support of tgL piciures they A
preferred (questions 1-5) than'fog'picturo they didn't

prefer.

e "G
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CHAPTER V .
A g
. 14 . , ‘ "

SusMARY, comcLUsfo¥s, aND Impircarrons
. This Chapter presents a.brief sussary of the .t
sethodolugy and"zﬁéx findings of the study. Some
cotpluto.l'u and. tlpli;atioti dravn froa the -tﬁd‘nd

(2 . .
suggestions for future research are also discussed.

L4
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Purpose s0d Bsthcdoleqy
‘ The purposes of this study vere: : v
1. To exasine the pattetn*f picture| preferances ibrf 'grade v
one children, and | .
2. To investigate childrefi's reasons for these‘preferenCes.
A" six-item verbal ﬁuestionnaite vas use& to elicit
resbonsos from 30 grade one children. REach child viewed
eight isolated pictures froa eiqht\Picturo‘books,and vas g A
§uostionbd in regards to his/her picture pf@ferences and (/3
reasons for these preferences. The data were recorded h?gq_ |

on a guestionnaire and on audio tape. The data were | s

- transformed into two frequency charts, one each for the

children's picture p:gtcfoncn; and one for their reasons.

. ) ., . . . . . ¥
£ C A < o

. ) -

. 18
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Baalysis of data imvolved cosparing and contrasting the
frequency of responses for both the picture preferences of,

{
grade one¢ children and their reasoms for these preferences,

Bevigv of the Zindings - L "’3‘5.,. -
. o Pt AT
o o .
~ @ . Picture Preferences. ".' - g ¥ »&. s

Rcs.‘lndicatcd that q:adc one cul‘rol 40 have

",. " o p.'l.cflu.‘e putnj‘encu ,vhen coifronted with eight isolated
, . A
,ff ’plcf\ltﬂ invofvtfg Ehxldten engaged in four diftorent
e \

s

H

'thelosr Thete vas a strong pattern’ ;clatcd to sex

identification for l;est. liked picture; qix"l's"“cino'se

pictuz:/gs portrayflg girls and. boys ¢pose pictures :
portt;xing boys. Colored pictures were named more as
best 11.ked, while 'najééhronatic pictures were named more
as least liked illustrations. The toy and animal themes
vere both chosen for best liked and least liked picture
more freguontly than the children and isagination

Q ‘\"hons. Children tended to prefer colowmd pictures’

regardle.s of the picture's function. Thesme had a

? greater intluonce vhen function was related to
i‘ , eXperience with the vhole picture book as coampared to
‘. ' the illustrhition isolated from the picture book. The

animal theme vas popular with .the children when it
related to the vhole picture book, vhile the imagination

these vas popular vhen it roLated to the isolated
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illustration.

Reasons for piciutc preferences,

The children tended to give sore touaoniqtor their
best liked picture as compared to their least liked *
picture. More content reasons vere stated for their best
1ikod.pidturo vhile the least liked picture rocoizgd
more personal rc.lons. The toy and Qnilll theaes -

received the lo".toaibns tor both best liked and leaq;

. liked picture. Tht,*‘ib in keeping with the children's

picture pto{oroqg ys and aninals were chosen both

for{!h!! and !ea-g 11k0d‘3l6t0t0. Children gave more

reasons for their "errcd picture reqardless of the
pibture's functidn e anisal theme received the -most
. L]

reasons vhen tqlttclﬂto experience vith the whole

p;ctuto hook, and.tbe isagination theme received the |
most reasoas when related to the illustratjon isoladed
froa {bo piciuto book. i?ildten gave more overall
reasoas for the pictures vhich they preferred (questions

1-5).
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Conclesions and Implications

Previous studies indicate that childwda do have
preferences vhen confroated vith differeat types of
illustrations found in picture books and with prints of
fanous paintings. This study iavolved grade one children.
The children vieved efight 1l0x&t06 pictures froa eight

o .

picture book:‘tn an atteapt to olicit their picture
preferences and reasons for these preferences. Thi; study’~
supports Blooser's (1960) statement that:

It is apparent that children respond not exclusively

to pictures they prefer, but to all pictures they

see, Different pictures, then elicit different

responses from children. Analysis of their responses

should give clues to the subtle differences in

coanunication afforded hy different picture foras

(p. 338). ‘o

The children did respond to all th; pictures they sav when
ansvering the six verbal gquestions regarding function of
pictures and their best liked and least liked ficture. Not
one piciutc received more than ten votes for either function
of pictures or best liked and least liked ficture. Differeat
pictures therefore cosmunicated ditferently’to each chila,
as their respcnses vere highly idiosynéra‘ic. There vas a
tendency for the children in this study to select colored
illustrations as protortcd to londbhrOlltiC illustrations.
Yet, their ggusons tor choosing the picturos centorod sainly
on content, adjectxves of description and personal reasons,

not on the foram (color) of the picture.

/

‘

.
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‘ .
In choosing picture books for young children one should

be avare of their picture preferences and, most important,
their reasons for these preferences. Whipple (195!5v.‘d
Bloomer (1960) suggest that aa interesting factor vhek
considering the gelctigas of piéilto books, is the n;ttativo
interest value, or not.rociul{. the stisulating qualities
of uittoronj-t’pos of pictures. The findiggs of this study
indicated that the eight isolated pictures d4id have
differoPt stisulating gualities for each child. Other
factors revealed by this study, should also 1nclud; the -.
tz}l&vinq considc;:;ions vhen seléé!ing picture books for

younq'chi}dron, such as:

1. A variety of“themes to meet individual needs should be
.8

this study, . . '

. :
. & he
2. The portrayal of both sexes ;3 picture books vqgld be

considered as all four theses were Chosen by the childr

beneficial as children tend to identify with their own sex
vhen choosing pictures froa picture books,

3. Both color and momochrosatic picture books should be‘
lincluded in a pictute book ccIlection as both had almost

equal appeal to the children in this study,

4. Teachers and Qchool librarians should not anticipate any

strong patterns of likes and dislikes of pictures vithin a , \
group as no one picture geceived over ten votes in this

study, and

S. The content of the picture may have more influence oan '

children's p:cfotcnéoa than the fors (color) of the

&
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illustration, as more conteat reasons vere given by the _

children in sugpcrt of their picture preferences.

Further Research Studies’ )

Past studies have concentrated on children's
‘Preferences cohcorninq tyﬁﬁs of 111nq§t¢tioﬁa rather than
themes found in pictures. The data in this study are
descriptive and provide 1ntoti;t1;n cn grade one children's
picture preferences, and their reqasons for these
preferences. Pictures of childrea engaged in four different

theses, vith an egual nuaber of colored and lqnochtonatic

illustrations, vere used to elict responses f;bl the grade

one children. Since few studies have g!lpinod theme, and
.sincc the findings of this study atglﬁtsbd or a small

non-randoa salplf; further research on the relation “betwveen
these and preferences is needed. Many variables could atffect
ckildren's bicturc‘p:otorongos. This study looked at the sex
ot‘tho child, theme, and function and fora of.piéiutos. ®
Other variables which could be examined include age,

L

different themes and foras, group .effects, and stability of

- _children's preferences over tise.

The sample used in the study vas small and the pictures
selected did not include all possible themes and foras
gcnotdily irnnd in picture books. This study, hovevar, .
rcptoscats an initial atteapt to gathet data which may lead
to better undopstandan of the reasoas vhy children prefer

Certain kisds at theses. A body of descriptive information

i
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is needed in order to ptovido iasights for those vho select
;ictnri beoks for young childrea. ‘ : ) ’ o
What factors may be related to children's picture '{

p:otoxoacos and their reasons for these protqn..ccsr 8411
patterns emerge in picture ptofotonco. and reasons accordinq
to coateat/theae, fora/style of 111.d!t1c10-. the function

of pi?tntos. the child's ova personel characteristics or tho_
combination of all of tnclo? This study suggests that _—

perhaps it is the latter.
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Thene: Shild yith Toxs - . |

Picture number 1.

Caudill, R. The best loved doll, Wev York: Holt,
Rinehart alla winston, 1962, pp. 3-8. |

This is a tvo page (33 by:22 centiseters) .
lonocht0latic-picture. It shows a little girl running
iﬂto her bedrooi. There are three different types of
dolls on a shelf. /)- .

°
Picture nuaber 2.

@ Keaté; E. J. Louie, Nev York: Green ¥illow Books}
19?5, pp. 7-8. “

‘ This is a two page (44 by 20 centimeters) colored
illustration.\ A little boy is vieving a puppet show., He
sees two puppets, a little mouse and a doll puppet with

a green face.
¢



Zhene: Childgen vith Childcsep S

Picture nuaber 3.

[

BcCloskey, R. Tine L yopder, Wewv York: The Viking
Press, "1957, pp. 22-23..

.

: ™~
This is a page and a half® (31 by 22 centimeters)

v .
colored picture. Eleven children vho are playing at the
beach are involved in such activities as diving into the
vater from rocks, playing by a boat, and play;gg vith

air filled toys. g

“

Picture nuaber 4.

Schlein, 4. The gikl who would Lasher climb trees,
Nev York: Barcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1975, pp. 25-26.
This is a two page (36 by 20 centiletersf
monochrosatic illustration. There are 12 children
playing in a big tree. They are either clisbing gpe.
‘-

branches, sitting in the tree house and drinking

‘lemonade', or sitting on a branch and reading a book.



1
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[

-

bene: Sbild with Animals

* ¢

Picture nuamber 5

N Ets, M. tL 2 aY
Press, 19%5, pp.28-2%

This is a tvo page (36 by 20 centimeters) coiored

»-

picture of a little girl sitting in the forest with

eight anfimals around her. The animals include a fawn
(licking the little girl's face), a chipmunk, rabbit;

turtle, frog, snake, grasshopper,

Picture pumber 6.

and a Llue jay.

92

Ward, L. The biggest bear, Boston: Houghton Mifflin

Company, 1952, p. 73.

This is a one page (18 by 26 centimeters)

ponochromatic illustration.

a rope vhich is tied to the

‘bear is rupning through the

A little boy iS hanging oato

neck of a large bear. This

forest,

et
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Tbeae: Cbild vish Imaginaticn

Pictune nuaber 7.
Balfan, L. The apipals New York: Abingdon Press,
L

1972' pp. 13-1“.

This 1s a two page (37 by 25 ce‘) colored . 4
picture of a child's face looking up at nd green *
monster. This monster has ten legs, a long tail, tvo big
eyes, an oval nose, and five ;hite teeth. The green

monster appears to be friendly.

Picture numsber 8.

L4

ward, L. The silver pony, Boston: Houghton Mifflin
Company, 1971L,E>/"7. '
This is a one page (19 by 22 centimeters)
onochromatic illustratioq,of a boy riding a winged

‘

horse through the sky. They are flying over a barn.
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Bhich

picture

vould you

choose to

hear the
story

about?

#hy did
you
choose

t hat
picture?
Any

other

Keagon?

wvould you

choose if

you
cut it
out and
put it
on your
bedroon
vall?
Why did
you
choose
that
picture?
Any

cther

Eeaseon?

could

vould you

choose to

mnake up
a story

about?

Wby did
you
choose
tha;
picture?
Any
other

reason?

- -
3 5 48 2
LY
. - Q
LY 3 2
Rhich Which ®hich
picture picture picture

would you
choose to

take home

and read

the story

to your/

self?

Why diad
you
choose
that
picture?
Any

other

£eason?

12
Which

picture

do you

like best

of all?

Why did
you
choose
that
picture?
Any

other

keasen?

19
Which

pictare
do you
not like

like?

Why did
you
choose
that
picture?
Any

other

Eeason?
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Resscintlon sf the 3ix:ises Bsascns Clsasificasios Chass

Listed belov are the sixz categorieas that vere wsed ia
classifyiag tde childrea’s reasons for their pictege
pt.f.t.lC.l.'Ilclld.d is a definiton Of the category plus
some exasples of the children's reasoss. A

Conteat/Ihane; What the picture contains and what the
picture is about.

“Has Baambi in it, bas a flying horse, has sose cyildton
diving, bas a goggly aonster, has lbis of kids in the tree
its got a pt‘tty girl, has a boy looking at puppets.”

IoLa/St1le: The shape or outline including color,
density, and the manger in vhich the artist expresses
himself. |

The children only coamented on.tho color or lack of
color in the illustrations. "It's not colored, not colo;£01
like the rest of theam, so colorful, does not have any color,
colorful pictures.™

Adiectives of Description; Vords describing the
picture. ‘\

"It's funny, it's silly, it's scary, it's a good one,
looks kind of pice, it is spooky."™

Rersopal: An\individual response pertaining to the
child's ovn feelings about the picture.

"I like it, I like (hc picture, it resinds me of susmer

time, it reminds me of going to Grandpa's fars, I like



anisals, I hate it."

155882 AALL Cossents not related te the pfointt the
\
childrea vece vieving.

"¥hat he vas, story says vhat badby says, has two

<

12 098390; Vhea childres imdicated Dy sayiang: "doa't

know, no teasoa®, by silence or by the shrug of their
N .

shoulders followed by silence. .



