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, . B ABSIRACT . o ,. ‘_,.« »

S

'l‘his study explores the concept of work ‘in Jean Jacques X

i Roussea&'s educational theory. - 'I‘reatlng the educatmnal 1deas in the

'/"ggleQaS essent1a11y a progection of Rousseau s phylogemc account of

the soc1a1 progress of - man, the study examlnes the changlng role of

work act1v1ty in a chlld's educatlon w1th reference to the role of

1

<

- wark 1n the hypothet1cal h1story vd‘uch de5cr1bes the move from the

\é@_ate of nature through the c1v1l state and ultlmately to a new

L
. /
'n

'.t ‘\

- 3:3 Chapter One,‘ a. Justlflcatlon of the study 1s prov1ded
: i
ogether w1th -a brlef examlnatlon of eytlm research

i

N : + Y

“out of the an1mal state and focusses on the emergence of work and 1ts

effect.' In the second part of the chapter, an’ exploratlon is”'

\

conducted on Rousseau s v1ews of the 1nfant as a savage man" and the 3

e e

.viadolescent as a savage" oIt contmues w1th a con51derat1on of

\ /

s

Y'Rousseau s educatlonal prescr1pt10ns for the d1ff’erent phases of“"
) development, ut1llsmg the chlld's act1v1ty to fulflll hlS needs So as.
- to form a grown—up savage or a "natural man" .' The 1earn1ng of work‘

X sk1lls is percelved ‘as the culmmatmn of such act1v1t1es of the-

T S o _

egahtarxan soc1ety R L e L

. Chapter ‘Three 'deals with the ‘_fdecl'ine of the state of nature

Chapter Two exammes the }xocess by wh1ch man elevated hlmself o



and the movement of the- civil - state towards its final phase oOf

"slavery" The elements whlch Rousseau from - t1me to time blamed as

the causes of human’ degeneratlon are examined in the context of his

hypothet1ca1 history. 'I'ne study then expyes the preventlve measures

to coupteract the evﬁs of c1v11 ;sooxéy in the 1ntroduct10n of the

1ndustr1a1 arts and the adjustment of passxons in: order to develop

,reason in adolescence. The chapter ends at the pomt where the chlld‘

>

"has"ccxnpleted his -bemg. as a natural man and has attalned a'

readiness for a proper social life.

' : o : . .
N

4l
—

Chapter Four ‘examines the new ega11tar1an SOc1ety wh1ch 1s_.

proposed as a polltlcal" solutlon to ‘the ex1st1ng social ev1ls. 'Ihe _

| ‘focus of thlS exammatlon is on the p051tlon of the 1nd1v1dua1 man and'
;_-h1s relatlon with hlS ‘new be1ng as .a "citoyen" of the State - The,
| 'chapter concludes wn:h the p051t1on of ‘work - both 1n State—controlled:
:"publlc educatlon and in the 1ntroduct1on of Brule to a famlly and a o

-State.

¢
. .

In C’napter Flve the 1ssues mlch the the51s has explored are'A'-‘,\.’

'\

' sunmarlsed 1n order to determne the p051t10n of work 1n Rousseau s

educatmnal theory

vi
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CHAPTER ONE:

Introduction’ o R /—

4._‘,
L
s

o

The purpose oﬁ thlS study is to expllcate and analyse Jean

\

,usually cal_led “work“ _and to assess 1ts sn;mflcance for hlS,_' 7

/

V‘ 'educational' théory.

Generally speaklng, the word "work" 1n the study corresponds.
'w1th the French word " travall" “In. the Western 1ntellectua1 tradltlon,l
"the concept of work has been usually dlstlngulshed frem that %f'

W\"labour". The Engllsh word “work" corresponds w1th "ergazesthal" in"

Ve R

.Greek,” '"facere" _"or "fabr1car1" . m Latln, "werken in German, and‘

"','ou»v_rer_ in French, wh11e the Engllsh word "labour" corresponds w1th"f_

v

"ponein ‘1n -Greek “1aborare" 1n L.atln,- arbelten’ in German, and--_.
"'trava111er in’ French ~In, all these languages the equlvalents for
'fl"labour had orlglnally ‘a connotatlon of "pam ~and "trouble"' -.’Ihe-'-v

-» French word "travall",\ whlch is the “work"'to be exammed 1n thls"‘ e
| :study, derlves 1tse1f f-etymologlcally ffrom‘ '.’trlpallum ' ‘a. k1nd of‘ ‘
"!torture“.v, "Travall" was. orlglnally "labour" But in'modern. Frenchf
theword "ouvrer_' has been hlstorlcally replaced by the word.

. "'travailler", , just -1_1ke- ,the ~Jpl_ace of __ the. word werken. in Ge.man :has

Jacques ROusseaus thoUght concernlng the human act1v1ty that 1s

P
© e



- been taken' by the word "arbeiten". This implies that both
"travailler"'and "ﬁarbeiten" .have now .lost the bad connotation  of
'-,"pa and "trouble" Born in a t1me when "the labour of ‘our body

whlch ‘is nece551tated by its needs" was regarded as “slav1sh"“. the

.‘_"ord "trava1—l—ler~—and—1ts—equlvalents——becameﬂ"normal"—and not
»‘necessarlly palnful“ when the actual hlstorlcal development of‘,
) somety brought labour "out of h1d1ng and 1nto the publlc realm."1 In
Rousseau S. case -also’ the word "travall" no longer has any "palnful",
'connotatlon. In order to des1gnate a pamful troublesome act1v1ty he

o
-uses rather the adject1ve "laboureuse"‘ which correspo‘nds w1--th ‘the

--b-E:ngllsh - word "labourlous"*. In Rausseau ] termlnology, the term,
"travall" does not. yet denote the strlctly economi«c act1v1ty that
,appears in . labour market ' %ather,‘ he uses this term in an

' ,anthropologlcal sense that 1t 1s a useful human act1v1ty, bod11y as'

~well as mental . '[he study w111 employ this. k1nd of broad def1n1t1on.

) The -study wi'll condu‘ct an examination 0f the~concept of work,

Y.J, .e. "trava11",.w1th1n the educatlonal theory of Fbusseau., Howeve'r',

- ,hls educatlonal 1deas cannot be properly separated from his” soc1al and

,4pol1t1cal doctrlnes,‘2 thus the study w1ll not conflne 1tself within a

narrow educatlonalf scope Rather, .1t w111 follow 2 path in whlch,}

work w111 be exposed both w1th1n 1ts educatlonalr

N Ro_usse'au s ,ooncept' V
- (or "peda'gogic':a'l) 1ts soc1al contexhs. ‘. The study w111 accept o
Rousseau s methodologlcal opp051tlon of the state of nature to: t‘.he'

_c1v11 state 1n order to arrlve at a pol].t1cal solut1on to man' s"

d1ff1cu1t1es.:? .

such as What d1d Rousseau thmk about the meanmg of man s work" »

It w111 therefore, search for answers to. questlons '



. \ . ’ .
the state of nature” How did he percelve the cond1t1ons of "work" in

the civil. state? What were his dreams for_the recovery of the proper_‘ o

function ot’ "work" in - his . ideal, - OOllthal state? . E:ach ‘of these

e

questlons w111 be exammed in relatlon to his educatlonal 1deas as

+

revealed in the Emile-and other educatlonal writingss 'Ihe—mderly‘l‘ng—

1, ¥

assumptlon of this kind of exam1nat1on of these questlons is that
: 5.

Ro¥sseau’ s educatlonal scheme is baSJ.cally an ontogenic pro;ectlon

onto indi_vidual devel‘opment of. what he’ .phylogemcally percdeives "in o ..

. |

. L - . i . . ) - . )

social development. : , o .. : . R

Cos T e
I

[N

. It is not dlfflcult to. justlfy such- a study Rousseau S 1d as’..'
regardlng the concept of work have greatly mfluenced both educatlonal ' o
thought and polltlcal doctrlnes m the modern West E‘dlncatlonally,"ﬂ ’

” - E .- P
: -

for example, elements of Rousseau s thought are found in- the notlops -~

of manual work" - of Pesta10221,4 Gerstenstémer,5 wOodword 6 and’* T '

'Dewey 7 The "polltechnlcal" conceptlon of Marxlst pedagogy 1s clearl}\ i

1n‘ accord with the formula_ of Rousseau: "Wwhile he fancies hlmself a

v

* workman he is becomi'ng a philosopher 8 Although Rousseau mght not
'.'have been the E1rst “to 1ntroduce mrk into °ducat10n,i he was the'l N
flrst major th1nker to 1ntegrate manual. work 1nto educat?i?hal
Aprescrlptlons,nnot only for developmental purposes but also Eor an

approprlate soc1al1satlon and p011t1c1satlon of chlldren. . o

-,

POlltlcally' Rousseau's eXPOSItlon of the mechanlsm by whlch,*

'~"wor.k" as “an essentlaL part of - 1ndependent human 11fe," becomes o

transformed 1nto a means of enslavmg ‘man bears .an- 1mportant

‘v.w- - LS

', hlstorlcal meanlng in that it gave rlse to the a11enatlon theorles of g



~

human labour whlch Hegello and Marxll later Eormulated. .Rousseau's
perception of soc1al a11enat1on was . 1ntu1t1ve rather than theoretxcal,
and, as’ Baczko 1nd1cates he - should be seen as an “1nsp1rateur" rather
~.than the "précurseur" 'to the.‘emerging ocon}scmusness of the human

condltlon in later generatlons. Neverthe'l‘e!ss,’ Baczko continues,

"Pensee - r1che 4 1nsp1ratlon multlples...rempllt cette fonction

t
inspiratrice "encore de nos jours." nl2 An elaboratlon and fuller

exposition of the concept of work in Rousseau's’ thought will throw
'important new light upon the nineteenth. and twentieth century’
intellectual and educational contexts.

Unfortunately, however, the concept of "work" in Rousseau's

~thought ‘has up.to now attracted o_/ly narrowly based . 1nqu1r1es. No .

,rspectlvé for this

rom whlch Rousseau s

ex1st1ng research prov1des a comprehenswe

partlcular concept There are three v1ewp01nts
‘,1deas ooncernlng work" have been approached. . Firag, there has been,
‘arrl still 1s, a "funf‘tlonal" psycholog1cal pomt £ ‘In 1912
‘Claparede noted in" the E:m11e a conceptlon fonctlonelle“'of chlldhood,

characterlsed by several laws 101 de successmn genethue, .'loi

‘ d'exerc1Ce genetlco-fonctlonelle, loi- d'adaptatlon fonctlonelle, ,,,loi

d'autonomle fonctlonelle, and lo1 a' 1nolv1dl.1allte.l3

Opposmg ‘the

notlon of "fonctlon to that of "structure ' Claparede establlshed a .‘:

perspectlve m whlch Rousseau s educatlonal theory was to be v1ewed
-rand explalned.. "Ce n' est pas tout que d'av01r des organes,' 11 faut

encore savou s' en serv1r,ret plus ces organes sont developpes, plus _'

le: trava11 que 1'on en demande est prec1s et dellcats, plus d01t etre -

longue‘la periode,-necessalre a les en rendre capables.".14 Claparede



viewed the "fonction" of an organism as one of the conditjons for the

formation of its "structure"; so, in his viewpoint, both "fonction"
and "structure” composed *two "inseparable" aspects of an organism,
."dévelopement” thus denoting "une stimulation, un exefrCice continuel

nl5

des organes a développer, in other words, .a functional phenomenon.

In Rousseau, Claparéde thought,'_th'e "exerc1ce which is \truly'

Eunctlonal "consiste a» faire jouer -’1a~ fonction dans son contexte

v1tal, c est-a—dlre dans les condltlons ou elle est pfeclsement une

'fonctlon, un 1nstrument ut11e “16,

b

in 1958 indicated ‘W]es. méthodes .actives" as one of thréé pfinciples in

the educatlonal scheme o.f the E:m11e.l7 Wallon noted of "leS-méthodes

.

actives", which are found in the views of Rousseau, Decfoly, and’ other

Along the same .llneﬁr .P}‘—‘nrl Wallon

modern educators, that\"il faut mettre a la base de tout onSelgnement
. 1 observatlon concrete e/t experlmentatlon", and, in addltlon to thlS,
that "de conndissances partlculleres 1'enfant a besom de se§ yeux et

de son Jugement "18‘

In thls context, Wallon dlrects attentlon to the -
/requ1rement that the Chlld must: be p.lt "en rapport dlrect avec l'objet‘
a transformer ou 3 mam.puler et en tous cas’ de lui- fall‘e 1nventer et'
‘construlre lul—meme ses. premlers 1nstruments. g In addltlon,v he '
.1nsrsts that the Chlld w1ll see through ‘such actlvltles "non pas un
outil a structure mysterleuse ot A effets art1f1c1els, ma1s comme un
prolongement ou cornme 1! utlllsatlon -de ce qu1 est donne par 1a nature'
'elle—meme "19 So, in the line’ that connects Claparéde 'Co Wallon the.
“"‘work of . the ch11d becomes a functlonal act1v1ty that bflnqs hlm mto
'_'contact w1th hlS env1ronmenta1 reallty, maklng h1m )mde‘fstand and work

to change it. _.As 'Bernard Premat 1nd1cates, Claparede's perCeptlon of

’ ‘Rousseau s educatlonal ideas 1ays 1mportance on the corps et



\

conditions physiologiqxeS de l'éducation.“'20 It may be possible,
therefore, to also treat Louis Berge.ner"_s ‘discussion of manual work in
the Emile in the context of such an orientation.21 |

Alongside this " fonctionei" perspective, there is a second ‘one

".whlch focusses upon the soc1ologlca1 concept of the "work"' f‘ the

~ child. " Jean Chateau in 1966 and 1in 1969 elaborated an-’

interpretation of Rousseau's educational ideas as a logical
~ N . 3 N - B N - )

interrelation' betwee_n three important terms, "_Dieu"',‘ "nature“ and

@A"soci.été",24 characterising Rousseau's pedagogy as being ' concerned

with "'l'intégration‘de 1'homme dans la société morale, qui constitue

la vocation proprement humalne. 25 According to - Jean Chateau, for

" Rousseau the redemptlon of man \ln soc1ety must be a response to the '

"'v01x d1v1ne ’ to the "v01x .celeste ana to -the "Prov1dence", which

orlglnally called man to form soc1ety.‘ As the Savoyard vicar~says in

the E:mlle, "man 1\s by nature socmble, or. at least fitted. to become

n26

soc1ab1e. Educatlon in this connectlon is a kind of "denaturatlon"

on: the one hand - because 1t is soc1allsat1on - and on the other hand’ _

_.an. actlvlty that»observes the nature entendue dans m' sens plus large
v -

et plus spirituel."™’ From such a perspectlve ‘Jean Chateau 1ocates

D - “métier manuel"' in an age when the Chlld has - to sense '<_"lav

A_dlfference du travall a 1'amusement"< when "des objets d'utlllté"

»
flrst enter hlS conscmusness. 8- Manual work is thus characterlsed as

_'that_ wh;ch “couronner et ooordonner"29

'h'i‘s actual 11v1ng condltlons of 11fe. ' Th'e-denaturlg func_tlon of

_‘manual v.ork was’ temed in 1975 a “denaturatlon p051t1ve by Michele

_ Ansart—Dourl’an. lee Jean Chateau, Mlchele Ansart—Dourlan focusses on

,a11 the Chlld s act1v1t1es in

»



two aspects of "work": fi'rsf the function fulfilled by it or on the -
notlon of Utlllty, and, second the way in whlch Rousseau's l1berat1ng _
-ideals transformed themselves polltlcally into proposals whlch are not
"11bera1“ , along, in facf, a line of soc1allsat1on. As she pomts
out-;', "[Lle dtoité-l'a ‘propriété et le travail vont contribuer: a Unev

denaturatlon pos1t1ve de l'1nd1v1du afin de le ‘rendre apte a la v1e

sociale et pol_ltl_que telle que' la \.Ol’l(;olt Rausseau. 59 In thls

-context :Ra'ymond Polin viewed the "arts d'industrie"™ as something
without which the independence of each individual'_mightixdisappear_.Bl

e
The perspectwe from whlch man's work is v1ewed as a

precond1t1on for the pceparatlon of a free and 1ndependent 11fe {n

soc1et:y ‘is closely related to a thlrd perspectlve, that whlch treats -

\
"work" as an act1v1ty inherent 1n, or natural to, but hlstorlcally

est-ranged from, man. - In 1970 Fred Caloren examlned the Rousseaulst
-concept of "work" and concluded that Rausseau was "un des precurseurs
 s'affirme aujourd hu1 comme un. contrecourant pulssant: au sein de notre

soc1ete oomtempora1ne."32 Focussmg on t:he polltlcal aspect of work,

v

Caloten percewes man s act1v1ty, partlcularly "work“ " as belng "1e

'moyen' pour '1'homme d’e s;exterloser’."33-

In Chloren s 'mte'rpretation '
| _Rousseau perceived the condition of modern, man as ‘being charaote.rlised :

5 _above all by . "aliénation‘& ' t:he“ "extériorisation" of his .existe'nce as_ y
belng exposed to endless labour-

'-...C1v1llsed man..:is always moving, sweating, . toiling and
racking his brains to find 'still more laborious. occupatlons.'
_he goes on in- drudgery to his last moment ,- and even seeks
" death to put himself in a p051t10n to l1ve, or repounces 11fe
to acqulre 1mmorta11ty 34 -

Caloren ;m thls context ,relates “Rousse-,au.'s_“ideas‘ "to Freud's



41',u‘nderstanding of 'the "comportement psychique," and to the political .
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thought of Hegel and Eric, Well Meanwhile, Willy Desmoucelle in

: "31973 subsumed the ooncept of . /work" in Rousseau's wr1t1ngs under the 3
questlon of "le Mlen, le Tien", that is; the questlon oE
"propriété."36 Certalnly, by being related to the format1on of

‘property, "work" bears a soc1a1 meanlng, both pos1t1ve and negatlve.

Property as the product of human work plays for_ Rousseau a dec151ve
role both’ pos1t1ve and negatlve, “in man's"struggle to ‘-achi‘eve an
1ndependent life. |

‘“6 — .
K These three perspect1ves found in the ex1st1ng 11terature tend
-to be partlal and onesided. This is _because the wrlters, adopting
these perspectives deal w1th the concept of "work" only in examining

_other aspects of Rousseau ] ldeas wh1ch attract more Serlously their

1nterest ~- Their dlscussmn is based therefore only upon certaln of

Rousseau s wrltlnqs. ) For example, the flrst perspectlve focusses on ‘

,‘d-.4

the Emlle, the second malnly on the E:mlle and the Contrat\Soc1a1 and.
: : N
the thlrd, on the two Dlscourses and. the Contrat Soc1al It is true,

of course, that the Em1le deals with: pedagog1cal questlons connected
‘w1th the development of the 1nd1v1dual, whlle the Discourses and the"

Contrat. Soc1al d1scuss the problems that arise in the develooment of

c1v11 society. g In spite of such dlfferences, however,j the -
»problem—conscmusness that ri s through Rousseau's wr1t1ngs must be
"assumed to const1tute a single . whole; For example, it .is notr'

difficult to f1nd in the educa\'\i\lonal scheme of the. Emile a- pro;ectlon ;

of the methodolog1ca1 opp051tlon of the state of nature to the c1v11;_;_ :

state, and a.bl_ueprmt for a new, ideal ~soc1ety, both of whlch are‘
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. major themes of the Contrat Soc1al It is hoped that “by integrating

B all the relevant llterature under a more comprehenswe perspectlve, a'

fuller apprehensmn of Rousseau s conception of work and its role 1n‘

- education may be attamed.

Rousseau's'thinkingconcerning man's work and its relationship

S

37

‘ or1g1nal sources. o

to  pedagogy - is properly understood only in connection with . his

‘socio‘—politlcal writings. This study 1s basmally a. .study of\

Rousseau s concept of “work" in his own terr'ns.‘ Its connectlon with

the 1deas of his predecessors and h1s followers is out of the scope of

*

) thlS research The concern of this study 1s, rather,.to exam1ne the _

p051t10n of the ooncept of "work" 1n Rousseau s own soc1o—pollt1cal' '

_and' e'ducational- doCtrines.- ’I'hus, the study is to be conducted on the

g bas1s of a. careful exammatlon of Pbusseau S own wrltmgs, rather than

secondary 1nterpretat10ns. ThlS kind of research 1s obvmusly more

likely to produce oontrover51al conclusmns. ’Ihe wr1ter is well .aware

-_'oE_‘ this; however, ‘he - is also aware that the progress of human . -

‘ knowledge has been always motlvated through new approaches to the

J

The wr1t1ngs of Rausseau that 1nclude relevant mater1a1 on the_'

o concept of work are many ertten prlor to the Emlle, the Orlglne de

1! Inegallte ’(1755), developmg certaln themes 1n1t‘1‘ated m:les

Sc1ences et les Arts (1750) " establlshes a view of the role of work"_“-

- .both in the state of | nature and in the c1v1l state.‘ Wnether Rousseau

was 1nf1uenced by others,-‘ such as Locke,37 he bestows 1n thlS

_dlscourse a new connotatlon upon man's. work. "'I!he Orlglne de-
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Inegahte, therefore must be oon51dered as an 1nd1.spensab1e source’"r

- ¢ ‘7

’for thlS study 'I‘ne Em1le (1762) also belongs to the necessary source

because 1t 1s. the maJor ‘work 1n vhlch the educatlonal concept1on Q,E‘
# . I

work" As’ presented The Contrat Soc1al (1762) ard the Consuieratlons .

'ﬂ ' b ”

“” sur le Governemerrt de Pologne (1772) are aiso 1mportant because they

suggestu polltlcal solutlons to .. the sogial.’ and educatlonal problems

.9

—ra1sed——by—a—conslderatlon—of—the_ooncepr of work . Some_useEuL'

- w

1dealxsed deplctlons of what work could be like 1n afpastoral settlng ;

':are_ found in the Nouvelle He101se (1761)r 'Ihls,’together mth the

.’O'rigine‘des’*Langues (1755), »'whlch is complegtentary to the two

","'m_sga_u_r_s_es_, and w1th the Reverles (1776 8),‘ whlch also contam- :

'.'1mportant 1ntu1t10ns concernmg ‘the. human condltlon in soc1ety, w1ll

"become part of ‘the prlmary sources. Ehgllsh vers1ons of these texts

w1ll be used if they exlst and 1f the translatlon is con31stent w1th'

Y

the French’ or1g1nal

'Ihe study w111 con51st of ‘three parts, each dealmg w1th one"
,of the three states by whlch Rousseau concelved ‘the - hlstorlcal'

development of_.-. society: that 'is.,‘ the state of nature, ‘the civil

'y‘astate, and a new soc1ety. In each. part cons1deratlon will be given to

'-'educatlonal quest1ons ar1smg out of the concept of WOL‘r( -

In Chapter 'I‘wo the concept of work W111 be dlscussed 1n terms

: of the ghysmal and soc1al cor i tions of the 11fe of the savage. The

pr1m1t1ve mode of productlon Wi ll be exammed 1n relatlon to. the

3 pr1m1t1ve mode of l1t‘e, reveallrr the oondltlons .4h1ch made poss1ble'-

',_.the 1ndependence and llberty of the individual. Such a dlscussmn_ e
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will expose the meanlng of the term "the' state of nature" in

-Rousseau S wr1t1ngs | ‘The chapter w111 then examine Rousseau's

educational pr1nc1p1es for the young Em1le who is assumed to be .a ’

- "savage" ' partlcularly in terms of the concepts of: 1solat1on, physmall

the - notlon of ut111ty BY drawmg a kind of parallel between the

~and sensual tralnlng, the "methodes actlves , and the mtroductlon of |7

11

and dependence of man.- The dlscussmn w111 conclude w1th a'

cr1t1c1sm of the exlstmg educatlon whlch he ,belleved neglected the - .

cond1t1on‘ot man  in the o state of nature and - tnhe pedagog”lcal

,prescription for. - early childhood, this_l seCond_ step will attempt ko .

show that = Rousseau argued for "Aa’ restor.a'tion ’in childhood of the

'conditi'ons that enabled pr1m1t1ve man to enjoy .liberty and

'1ndependence in self suff1c1ency

N

Chapter ’Ihree w111 focus on the Shlft from the state of nature :
to the c1v1l state and the consequent demeanlng oE man and hlS work

Vmat made man change hls modes of productmn”  How dig such a change

occur?-i What are the meanmg of "allenatmn" and "slavery"" _These

kinds of questlons will -be d1scussed in terms f the changes that

- occurred in man's work. ‘ The chapter w1ll then examine Rousseau S

'actlve and physmal elements in learnlng and peroetuated the slavery'

jnot1on of manual work

Chapter Ebur w111 be concerned w1th R)usseau 'S polltlcal andL.,

educatlonal prescrlptlons for the ev1ls of the ex1st1ng soc1ety. Thev'»l

S

con51deratlon of Rousseau s "methodes ‘actives" . whose_ crown_, is’ theﬁ'-*'

~human oondltlon that R:usseau almed at 1n advancmg hlS doctrme of:" S
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the "social oontract" w111 be examlned in terms of the concept of

work Spec1a1 attentlon w111 be pald to - why Rousseau created the
notlon of c1toyen" in order to solve the 5001a1 problems that "homme"

" could not. The not1ons of "11berty” and. “equallty“, the resolutlon of

”A“alienation through a total a11enatlon, the ‘status of the natural, )

1ndependent man (homme) 1n "c1v11 soc1ety", the v1ew of property - all

12

"these bear upon the rew condltlons of T man's~work

o \
thls chapter will examlne the meanlng and effect of phy51ca1 work "in

‘,_ftheveducation of a "citoyen".» Ihe_shlfts in-education from "negatlve"

. to "positive", from "domestic" to "public", from "solitude" to -

“soc1ab111ty , from sensation" to reason ;[ Erom _"amusement“’ to

“"utlllty - all these ‘bear upon the concept of work as an educatlonalt‘

act1v1ty. Thus an attempt wnll be made to relate the concept of work -

' ,1n Rousseau s educatlonal prescrlptlons to the human condition whlch

he v1suallses 1n the State created by the "soc1al contract" :

e

Flnally 1n¢the concludlng chapter, the p051tlon of the concept#.

-vof work 1n Fbusseau s educat10nal doctrlne mnll be summarlsed and a

’brlef assessment of 1ts 51gn1f1cance w1ll be glven._

e
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' CHAPTER TWO:.
o

Work, the Savage and the Child -

1. Work amd: the Savage .

THE STATE w NATURE. ‘ —,}Q Int "6rde'r to | éxpiia'a,te: Rousseau"s."
' concept of work ‘as an act1v1ty of man (and chlld) 1n"-‘.the' state'.iof:'.,‘
natur'e-, 1t is necessary fl-'rst to come. t0‘ some understanding "df what he
'meant,' or mlght ha'\fe meant by the term state of nature It was
upon hls view of suth a state ,‘ where "no cunnlng or knav15h mortal“
.’-'came between man and man or between. man and hlS env1ronment, thatk

RousSeau cdhstructed a revolutlonary soc1a1 and educatlonal doctrlne,f

i '»o‘ne in whlch‘_the ,c_once_pt _of' ’wo_rk _was a centra}l r.element._ |
. Assummg a state of nature to have °x1sted 1.n the hlstorlcal
: ,idevelopment/ of human soc1ety,‘ and opposmg thls to the ex1st1ng_‘_ E

""soc1ety, Russeau 1s able to expose the ev1ls of the\ latter. g

"Everythlng is good"' he 1n51sts,-"when 1t leaves the hands of the_.' ;

iAuthor of thlngs- _j everythmg degenerates 1n the hands of man.rz.‘_.

i""ff'_Smce the departure from the state ef nature is regarded .as thej',

L crltical pomt at mlch the ev1ls= of the c1v1l state begln to appear,_ o

16
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the remedy for the 1lls in socxety appears to 11e in. recoverlng what

was lost at the time men left this state. So= 1n Rousseau s wrltlngsr o

-

we f1nd a cycllcal theme, a ‘kind’ of‘ dialectical movement, which
Bénichou characterlses with three Christian ~ terms,

"Eden-Chute-Rédemption", -that 'i’s',' "nature premidre, nature déc'h.ue,
. \ \ : > .

- grace réparatrice,“3 or, in the words of J.M. Murry, "Nature, outside

“.society; Anti-Nature within society; the new Nature within a new

: sg_cviety."4 . For RouSSeau," then, "nature" or the "state of nature" is
~ ‘ ' | ‘ ' ' a

‘the f'inishing_' as well as the starting point in his. argument.

Such an outlook 'is, ‘however, not necess‘arily‘ “histor'icalnt.y
: Among' the .interpreters "of R:u'sseau's' 4vv1ritings there have been ts;vo :
'different'vieus regardi?'g‘ the historical status of ‘the state of
| nature. As Plattner mdlcates, one group “of l:he mterpreters v1ews"_~
‘_'éo‘usseau z ~tate of nature as a “p1cture of the hlstorlcal condltlons
':of the flL‘St men", whlle the other holds that it was "meant to be a‘.
_purely hypothetlcal or supp051t10na1 construct whose relatlon to the

) actual hlstorlcal 31tuatlon of the first men is utt:erly 1rre1evant ">

’

A careful readlng of Rousseaus wrltlngs, however, w111 show that'

i nelther 1nterpretat10n fully comprehends the true status of the state

N

of nature in hlstory._

"i"'lv.'I'n 'the» "'Preface" of the Orlglne de 1'Inega11te Rousseau'

‘-_himself 1nd1cates that the state of nature is essentlally a
"methodologlcal oonstruct or ooncept- “I have entered upon - certaln‘
_ arguments, and rlsked some conjectures, less in the.hope_ of’ solvmgﬁv-

| the dlfflculty, than wn:h a v1ew to throw1ng some 11ght upon 1t, and



reducmg the questions to its proper f:'orm."a "I‘hese rﬁethodological
conjectures "are undertaken in order to dlstlngulsh properly what' is

original from what is artificial insthe actual nature of man.’ 'In
- Rousseau's own words, a statev of nature M’iich "no lorx;er exists,
) \ _ ‘

"perhaps never did exist, and probably never will ex15€" is, despite

its conjectural elements, useful for formlng a proper ]udgment of our -

18

present state ,"8

‘mistery and, burden of men." 9-
'supposmlonal approach to the questlon may requlre "more phllosophy

than can be 1maglned to enable ‘any one to determlne exactly what

- precautlons he ought to take,; in order to - make sohd observatlons on -

.thls subject ..lO He therefore sub]ugates his exammatlon of the

“state of nature" to a St['lCt oonceptual manlpulatlon of the term.

Let us begin then by laylng facts ‘aside, as they do not affect '»
the questlon. The 1nvest1gat10ns we may ‘enter ‘1nto, ‘in

treating this subject, must not be con51dered as, historical
truths, but only as mere conditional  and hypothetlcal

" reasonings, rather calculated to explam the nature of ‘things,
than- to ascertain. their actual originj just like- the

hypotheses which our . physicists dally Eorm respectlng the
formatlon of the world. ll :

.';[n Rousseau s conceptual "experlments the*notion of the state -

of nature is a "hypothe51s" ‘a calculated assumptlon, rather than a’

3
}

descrlptlon of the actual orllgin of. thlngs. This 'supposed'primitive
state, nevertheless, could not be an arbltrary "conject'ure" because
the e11m1nat10n of the “errors'and prejudices“ of Ro'usseaU's

| contemporarles concernlng himan’ mlsery could only be achleved by a

_"thorough dlgglng down to e root of the questlon . S0 Rousseau_

,‘ declares "I ...therefore thought 1t mcumbent on- me - to...show, by

means of a true plcture of the state of nature, how 1nequa11ty, even '

and for solvmg the questlon of the or1g1n of the“

Rousseau admlts that such a



natural, is far from having as much reality and influence as our

:wrlters clalm.“12

' The "state of nature" has to be a "true picture"
even though 1t is no more than an assumption.. Rousseau thus believes
that‘his "state of nature“-has a certain'historical4validity.'

"I confess that, as the events I am going to descrlbe might

" have happened in various ways, I have nothing to determine my

choice but conjectures; but such conjectures become reasons,

nature of things, and the only means of discovering the truth.

The consequences, however, ‘which I mean to deduce will not beh"
merely conjectural; as, on the principles just 1a1d down, it |
would be 1mp0551ble to form any other theory that would not"

.yfurnlsh the same results, and fran whlch I could not draw the
same conclusions.13 . )

\

“In order. to make ‘sure that his analysis of the state of nature

goes beyond conjectures, Rousseau develops "a style adapted'to all’

natlons...forgettlng t1me and space,“14

_ anc1ent recordlngs, thus 1n1t1at1ng an anthropology, a. study of Ma.

people in far reglons where the 1nhab1tants st111 remaln the1r natural

.i',lncllnatlons.“15 oo S

-

It is true that—{\have not conflned my . observatlons wmthlnh

\fthe walls of any one town, nor a single class of people; but
having compared men of every class and -every nation wvhich T
. have’ heen’ able to observe in the course of a life: spent in
_this pursuit, I have discarded as artificial what belonged to
one nation and not to another, to:-one rank and not to another;

~..and I have regarded .as. proper to mankind what was common to
all, at any age, in any stat;on,»‘and in. any ‘nation

: whatsoever 16 R S ;——

N

Therefore -in Rousseau s umltlngs the rntlon of the state’ of nature

bears an hlstorlcal meanlng no 1ess than a hypothetlcal character. 'As

da methodologlcal hypothe51s 1t prov1des a cr1terlon for the attack onu“

he ev1ls in the ex1st1ng SOc1ety, however, it is only vhen such a“

hypothe51sils perce1ved~by~men to be true that'the attack- can strike a

revolutionary note.

g -

when they are the most probable that can be drawn from the

out of'travellerst tales and

19"



An apprec1atlon of the dual character oE the notion of the

state of nature - the state of nature as a hypothe51s and as a fact -
is-useful in understanding the seemingl.y contradictory argunents which
we find sometimes in Rousseau's writings.

Al

|

© 20

THE SAVAGE MAN. -- What' then was the original condit'ion of man -

in the state of nature? In Rousseau s hypothe31s the state of nature

) is theoretlcallyaa purely “natural" state where "the earth was left tov

its natural fert111ty and covered’ w1th immense forests, whose trees

‘were never mutllated by the “axe", prov1d1ng "sustenance ‘and shelter
.-for every spec1es of an1ma1 "7 Men in thlS or1g1na1 state were
!’h

‘/‘ .
-"'dlspersed up and down among the rest [of anlma.'ls] ", and muld -

'observe and 1m1tate‘the1r mdustry...and 11ve upon most - of the

: dlfferent foods, _wh1ch other am.mals shared among themselves."18 This

man, though ‘e dlffered Erom other anlmals in several 1mportant,.»‘
aspects, was hardly dlfferent in quallty ""'Deft by nature solely to

~ the d1rect1on of mstmct", man in- the or1g1nal state must "begln w1th '

‘purely am_mal functlons. 19. :

'I‘he an1ma1 man, whom Rousseau calls "the savage man ,(l'homme

 «sauv vage) , 1s concerned only w1th his own welfare and preservatmn, and

relles for t‘lus erpose on hlS bod11y strength and- 1nst1nct 'In the

'purely natural state man becomes strong and’ robust 1f he comes well '
formed into the world, and is destroyed 1f he does not "The only

'r1nstrument he understands 'is his own body he ‘uses 1t "for varlous
w20

purpose,sfr Of whlch ours, for -want- of ¢ practl_ce, are 1ncapab1e._



—

Self- preservatlon bemg his chief and almost sole concern, the savage

man "must exerc1se most of those faculties which are most concerned

<w1th attack or defence,,elther ‘for overcoming. hlS prey,,‘ or for

preventlng hlmself from becomlng the prey of other animals."” n2l The

use of the body ‘as the means of self- preservatlon retards the

| development of particular aspects of 'sensation; "those organs whlch

21

3 capable of entertamlng a thought of forcmg anythlng Erom her.

“are perfected only by softness and sensuallty w111 remain in a gross

and 1mpetfect state, 1ncompat1b1e w1th any sort of dellcacy n22

'Consequently, "hlS senses be1ng d1v1ded on thlS pomt hlS bouch and

taste w111 be extremely coarse, hls 51ght, hearlng and smell'

exceedlngly fine and subtle."zzf'_ All in a‘ﬂ., the life of the savage'

' - man 1s that of an anlmal "11m1ted at flrst to mere sensatlons, and

‘hardly profltlng by the glfts nature bestowed -on h1m, much less -
w24

25

‘Relying ‘upon' the produce of the earthv for -what he -wants, thls,man“_v

has "only the ,sentlments and 1nte11ect su1ted to that state. n26 He

-feels only his true needs, sees - only what he belleves he has an»

1nterest to - see, and hlS 1nte111gence makes no more progress than his -

vamty.‘27‘: He eats when hungry, flghts back when attacked, and

" slumbers all the rest of time: he is 1ndolent and stupld. .

Conducting such an instinct—ruled life, the savage man hardly

\

' recogmses other human belngs as 1nd1v1duals. __'D\iff'erentiation..'and"

, relatlon ‘come from oomparlson, but, absorbed mto nature 1tse1f thls‘,'- .

man does not need to compare e1ther thmgs or men.‘ Belrg the captlve

" of. hlS 1nst1nct, he seeks heterosexual partners only when he ‘~is,

' obl1ged by hlS passmn, and, -as soon as’ passmn is gone, forgets them.
. . ! . . .



Even his chil}dren are meaningless to him. ' "Wandering in the forests,*'

@

without industry, without speech, without domicile, without war'and

without liaisons, with no need of hlS fellow men, 1ikewise with no

desire to hamm them" n28 ‘the savage man is truly sohtary ",Natural man

e

is entirely for himself he is a numerlcal ‘unity, an absolute

who_le.'_'29 As long’ as there are no soc1a1 relatlons, there can be in "

22

' the original state, no morals, no language, ‘no productlrve act1v1t:y.

v

d'animalite - distinguishes the ‘original man 'from any mo are in the’
meivil® 'socie'ty. Like an 'ani'mal : thvis -man 'is' compl\etely a part of -
-nature and acts\only accordmg to the. nece551ty of nature, w‘uch hlS' .

1nst1nct tells h1m. ThlS hypothe51s, however , makes 1t dlfflcult ‘to

explam how man could have created from natural condltlons what is

unnatural' that: is, - what ‘is c1v11" and i one clmgs to the

hypothe51s of the ex1stence of such a natural state, an explanatlon of S

the emergence of a c1v11 state 1s 1mp0551ble. Man, if he were merely. :

an an1ma1 could not create c1v111ty IE the energence of a- c1v11

‘state is supposed to have occurred by a natural process, then the'

01v11 state must in a sense be - potentlal and 1nherent in the purely_

' ,x) :
natural state. Rousseau thus makes another hypothe51s, argum; that

IS

" animals.

- Like DeSc':artes, Ro_uS’seau, under .the influence -of - the .-

. materialism.of the -time, views man \as a "human machine". * Unlike

' ‘Descartes, however, he rejects the ‘existence of reason in the original

Such a hypothes’isv of the purely natural state of man - .1'homme - -

there are certaln qua11t1es vhlch are pecullar to man and absent in



‘man. Instead of reason he finds the existence of simple senges: "Man

A

does not begin’with reasoning; he begins with feeling."30 The ‘human
machine, equlpped w1th the Eaculty of sensation, - has certain

subjectlve elements which enables h1m to act spontaneously These

" elements are called sometimes "instinct", sometimes "passions"

sometimes "dlsp051tlons . %‘ Closely connected 'to sensation, 'these‘

23

passmns naturally direct man both to preserve hlmself and to pity the

sufferlng of other sentlent creatures. ‘.'rhe passmn ‘that p_erforms the

’“f'ormer 'funt:tion' is: called- “amour de' _so'i—'méme" ," “while . that which -

_reason’ out of pass;ons and sensat1ons.. Rousseau thus presumes two

- ideas. If there is any dlfference, “1t is only 1n degree

performs the latter 1s called "plty" (pitié) or “compassion“. The

1mportance of these two natlve passmns for the peace of the natural

vsensatlon, are not peculxar to man. - .Animals, being sentient ‘have

" such 1nst1nctual passions; moreover they too Eom smple 1deas out of

~

- simple sensatlons, and;, to a certa1n extent,' combme those slmple

W3l

.In' order to ‘distinguishman from animals, in order to

expllcate the movement beyond the state: of 1nst1nct Rousseau has to

'presume the ex1stence‘of some other k1nd of hlgher and cru01a1

'qualltles in ‘the orlgmal man,\qualltltes by whlch man could develop‘

- . : .

I see nothmg in any an1ma1 but an 1ngenlous machlne to whlch =

I

nature hath given senses: to- wind itself up, and to guard
itself, to a certain degree, against anythmg that might tend
to disorder or destroy it. ' I perceive exactly the ‘same in
‘human machine,, with this dlfference, that in the operatlons of
the brute, nature 1s the sole agent, whereas man has some

state '1s' cruc1al-. . Nevertheless,' such passmns, be1ng attr1butes of,

’_,addltlonal qualltles. E_‘1rst, man has a. fr‘ee,w11l, vqh11e-other=an1mals



share in his own operations, in his character as a free agent

The one chooses and refuses by instinct, the other from an act
of free-will: hence the brute cannot deviate from the rule

prescrlbed to it, even when.it would be advantageous for it to.

" do so0; and, on the contrary, man frequently dev1ates from such
rules to hlS own prejudlce 32 . :

Secondly, man has a faculty of self—perfectlon (perfect1b111te)

faculté de se perfectlonner],' which, by the help of

K [Tlhere is another very specific qual1ty which .will admlt. i
- of mo dlspute. This 'is the ‘faculty of self- perfect1on [1la -

24

c1rcumstances, gradually develops all. the rest of our
faculties, and is inherent in. the species as in the

: ;1nd1v1dual whereas the brute is, at the end of a few months,-‘
all he will ever be during his whole life, and his species, at

* the end of thousand years, exac\tly what it was the first year
of .that thousand.33 A _

Certalnly, 1f these facultles are n%ural to man man must be from thel
flrst dlfferent from other anlmals. By his free—mll he wlll be able

‘ to "dev1ate from the nece551ty that nature forces upon h1m as well as

N upon other an1mals. He -may, because of free—wﬂl, suppress and even

control rather than obey, his 1nst1nct, and thus be, 1n a sense, a

'moral be1ng T' O’\ the other hand 1f man possesses naturally the

' faculty of self perfectlon he is able by hlmself to develop h1s other

: facultles, though gradually, untll he becomes a fully ratlonal belng

’Ihus the or1g1n of man—made c1v111sat:10n may be- explalned by reference"

to facultles present in man 1n the orlglnal state.-‘ e

“\

However, “the contrad1ct1on between Rousseau s hypothes1s and

r.the' "facts" 1s Stlll not resolved.. s If such facultles d1d ex1st :

"naturally", the man in the purely natural and therefore or1g1nal

-"'_.'state must be already dlfferent from” other anlmals “His- free—w111
A :

;already 1ndependent from, and -even superlor to, hlS 1nst1nct, must
11berate h1m from the strlct rule of nece551ty in nature. . And, 1f the '

faculty of %lf-—perfectlon '—4 perfectlblllte“ - 1s natural o man,‘



reason and all 'm’an-made institu‘t‘,ions including -their evils become

natural. Rousseau therefore elaborates a dynamic ‘explanation.

Accordlng to - him, the faculty of self—perﬁectlon, together

w1th other facultles, does not develop by 1tself, although possessed '

v’/by man naturally Only w1th 'the "fortultous concurrence of many'

‘25 -

forelgn causes can the potent1a1 basic - facultles develop, pushmg man

."beyond the pr1m1t1ve condltlons. R)usseau views these forelgn causes“

o as_' "accidents "34 The Eollowmg quote Eran the Fragnents Po\hthues' :

"shows vhat an 1mportant role R)usseau sees the env1ronment playlng in

determmlrg the nature of. the ex1stence of man-‘

\'Ihus everythlng is reduced in. the flrst place ‘to sub51stence,'

and, by thlS, man. clings- to all that surrounds hlm. . He

:depends on everythlng, and- becomes what this dependence forces
him, to - be. - Climate, sun, air, water, the- products of the .-
earth and ocean, these form . his’ temperament his character,"' ,
determines his. tastes, his passmns, hlS works, hlS actlons of .

: every kind. 35

Rousseau s empha515 upon the 1mportance of t:he env1ronment has caused

\

g 1nterpreters of Rousseau s wr1t1ngs to draw a causal relatlon between'.-_j :

‘.the power of the env1ronment and the perfect1b111ty of man.,

"‘-waever, the 1nfluence of the env1rom\ent upon the man1festat10n of*f;
the perfectlblllty of man 1s 1nd1rect rather than dlrect.,- /E‘g‘:\it B

should be empha51sed that Rousseau S argument focusses on the. effect\of -.

' ,renv1ronment upon the act1v1ty of man, whlch is an expressmn of}%

, needs .

- upon things and’ often upon’ those who “are slmllar to himself.

"We feel more or less this dependence in -the range and nature_-’
. of .our - needs, and it is 1in these very needs, ‘more or less
great, more .or ‘less felt, that- we have.'to. look for the”'

_-tlpr1nc1p1e of all the actions- of man.37

S e

36

: ‘Man cannot satlsfy h1mse1f by h1mse1f h1s needs whlch/are‘;_‘_,_' g
- being borm incessantly force .him- to look out51de himself for . -
the means by which he mlght fu1f111 ‘thefi;~ He relies’ always’



Man then is naturally endowed with'- the po'telnti:al'ity' ‘of
‘,’self perfectlon. Wh11e st1ll 1n a state of anlmallty, he acts to
'-fulflll hlS physmal needs S0 as to ma1nta1n hlS ex1stence.. Unable to

satlsfy hlmself by h1mse1f" _he’ tr1es to flnd "thlngs" and "those who

'are s1m11ar to h1mself" in the external ‘ﬁij(/It is the dlfflcultY

lhe experlences in fulf1111ng hlS needs that uses h1m to express hlS_ Co

26

’ potent1a1 for self—perfectxon.~

dlfflcultles soon presented themselves, and it became ‘
necessary to learn how to surmount them: - the height of the
“trees, which prevented -him from® gatherlng their fruits,: the

~competition of other animals desirous ‘of the same fruits, . and’
. ‘the . ferocity of those who. needed ‘them for ‘their own
,preservatlon, all obliged h1m to apply himself- ‘to  bodily

% . exercises. (He had to be active, swift of. foot, and vigorous L
‘. in fight.~ Natural weapons, stones and sticks, were. ea51ly

. found: . he learnt to surmount’ the -obstacles of nature, to
'-‘contend in case .of necessity with other anlmals, ard to
~dispute - for the ‘means .of -"subsistence even w1th other men, or

to indemnify. hlmself for what he was Eorced to. glve up to a -

"'stranger 38 .
'Rousseau then flnds m the savage man an ab111ty tom' ER

attaln even to the 1nst1nct of the beasts, w1th the advantage

that, whereas every species of brutes was confined to one

. particular instinct, man, who perhaps has not “any -one pecullar
‘  to himself, would appropriate them all.‘. and thus to.find thlS
subSLStence much more. ea511y than any ‘of the. rest 39 B

-

man's - act1v1ty, thanks to the manlfestatlon of hlS capa01ty Eor o

'_self—-perfectlon, 1nescapab1y brought about

"The - act1v1ty which: 'd'irectl'y," nd rm\edlately, nRects . the

' fneed to 1ts fulfllment, .g dr1nk1ng when thlrsty, plucking..‘-'

"*_‘"‘frult'.s when hungry, sleepmg when sleepy, etc., does’ not get beyond

“ the category of 1nst1nctua1 response, however, ,when man 'beglns to

ut1llse hlS knowledge concernlng the relatlonshlps between thlngs and "

And he b1ds welcome to a new stage of the . state of nature, one w:nch .

e



to cal'culate' the result of his action’,"increasingvhis' e‘fficienoy‘by "

‘ moblllslng stones and SthkS ’ then his activity becomes charged w1th
“‘-certaln 1ntent10na1 purposes. Oompared w1th the purely passwe nature
- of the 1nst1nctual activ1t1es, thlS new kmd of act1v1ty prov1des a

- p0551b111ty for man to create a new 11fe by - hlS own hands, surmountlng

a7

"the obstacles of nature“ wOrk appears 1n thlS new 11fe and 1t 1s

thlS work, rather than the potentlallty for self—perfectlon, that

R

""dlstlngulshes man from other anlmals. - L e

| "AI'I-IELAEMERGENCE'.VOF WORK. —- The shift from the original, natural

"state to a state of "new enllghterment“ (n‘ouvelle lumiére) .1 is, as we

have seen, p0551b1e only in man s actlon on - or 1nteractlon w1th -
'hls env1ronment whlch consequently enables hlm to develop hls'
-potent1a1 facultles of free—w111 and self—perfectlon. \Posmlvely,‘

:'thlS actlon ‘may be generally percelved as. dlStlnCtl\/e human act1v1ty,.'

RN

because 1t is thlS act1v1ty that ultlmately separates man from other

';anlmals, and’ 1n thlS broader sense the actlon of man upon hls_-'_,'
-env1ronment may be subsumed Lnder the ooncept of work. But, if workg*

1s deflned, in Sohn-Rethel's words, as, somethlng that “'co‘nst-it'utes‘, o

' purposeful act1v1ty ’ the 1nst1nctua1 and automatlc response of the

an1ma1 ‘man’ has to be dlstlngulshed t'rom work 1rr 1ts proper sense. ‘"I’n

order _ to be work the physmal endeavour must be gulded by\ the

‘ purpose to 1ts 1ntended goal as a consequent1al pursult", no matterl.". o

-"what k1nd of endeavour it mlght be.‘-;,

'act1v1ty of work m the state of nature presupposes man' s ab111ty to‘ .

| ',foresee' th_e result_:,_of his actlon. Pccordmg to Sohn—Rethel no ‘human

'I‘hus the emergence of the;



The development of the act1v1ty of the savage man into work must then
have been grounded on a certaln degree of 1nte11ectual progress.:
"__However, th1s»1nte11ectual progress, the consequence of the'

Amanlfestatlon of “perfect1b111ty ’ was 1tself developed by the human

‘-.'act1v1ty that we generally call "work" 'Ihls rec1procal process

. labour can take place mthout a degree of unlty of head "and hand ndl

- 28 .

mer1ts—more dlscuSs ion=

n .

‘ '1'neoret1ca11y man‘ 1n the orlgtl:)al Inatural state d1d not mrk |

| _:'Relylng upon the produce of the earth, he dld not need to - produce‘lj'
'1ntent10na11y what he needed. He ate mat he acc1dentally found he" E
'slept wherever was sultable for sleepmg. Subject to hlS 1nst1nctual“ B

'_»demands, hl\s act1v1ty v»as confmed to procurlng what he de51red at the

moment and consequently he thought nothlng of the future. " He ate when

food vas avallable, and endured hunger when 1t was not H1s 11fe was'
entlrely dependent on natural condltlons and he - d1d not know how,-',
.'1ndeed d1d not need - to change hlS env1ronment s as to f1t 1t for hls"_'- .

'use. ' It 1s true, of course, that certaln an1ma1 act1v1t1es, such as . :

o

that of beavers who blllld dams, that of bees who gather honey, etc i
| ""may appear to be a k1nd of work Whether or not such act1v1t1es werel-"'
present 1n the ammal man (theoretlcally 1t"‘15 denled), they are not'-
regarded as work because the anlmals who do such work"'conduct thelr‘r-v‘

act1v1ty only in an env1ronmenta1 cond1t10n that enables them to . do.

so. Thelr i work" reveals ' 1tself as a mere automatlc ;‘a,nd L

’

’non—reflectlve hab1t. So the man of anlmallty was, Just like other~_ f.“
ammals, _merely a part of nature, hlS destlny be1ng determlned by

. env1rgnmenta1 g cond 1t10n.s .



o manklnd

29

Rousseau s drama of homlnlflcatlon starts at the moment vhen"v-’ _'

man faces external d1ff1cu1t1es wh1ch he cannot overcome. Under-‘i'

natural cond1t10ns man s surv1val was. p0551b1e only when external-

; c1rcumstances were favourable to hlm._‘ But,‘_when c1rcumstances were

‘ unfavourable, he experlenced a dlsparlty between h1s needs and what

.- was avallable. ThlS cond1t1on 1s percelved by Rousseau as the‘.

weakness"—( fa1 ble*sse)—~—or—" 1nsuff1c1ency ——( 1 nsuf flsance)- —o,.

42

Faced w1th pr1m1t1ve mlsery and weakness, man-- began to -

_ut111se materlals at. hand 1n order to f1t them to ‘his physxcal needs.

: Frcm h1s accunulated sense experlences man constltuted smple 1deas.-'

‘Thls was: poss1b1e anong other sentlent anlmals. But because of hls"’
.'potentlal perfectlblllty, man. began to compare such s1mple 1deas, 1n‘ o

) other word he began to reflect on hlS smple experlences.. "Reflexmn;

comes frcm compared 1deas,‘ and 1t is the plurallty of 1deas that makes :

man compare those 1deas."43

“sensatlons", already 1nc1uded a certa1n element of judgment, a1be1t_

. "p.lrely passwe However, the compar1scm of sm\ple 1deas eventually‘

leads to an "actl\ge Judgment"‘ and thus to a "perceptlon".~ | By‘

'comparmg s1mple 1deas,_the savage man ."approaches [to the t:h1ngs 1n_

‘the external world], compares [them], and determlnes the relatlons “

wh1ch sensatlons do not det:errtllne"""4 a

N

Th1s repeated relevance of var1ous belngs ‘to hlmself, and one,"

ko ‘another, would. naturally give rise in- the human mind to the

"'perceptlons of certain relations: between - ‘them. Thus the.

relations which we: denote by- the terms, great, small, strong, -
o weak; sw1ft, slow, fearful, bold, and the 'like, almost
.f1nsen51bly compared at : neefl, must - have a length: produced in-

. him a kind of- reflect1on,‘ _or rather a mechanlcal prudence,_
which would indicate to h1m the precautlons most necessary ko

" his securlty 45 S

’I‘he appearance of the faculty of "comparlson was a mome_’to"us".v-

Slmple 1deas,l whlch were '"compared
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development for the energence of work because, for Fbusseau, "to,

compare means "to - judge" and 1t was the faculty of judgment that

rendered m1nd "actlve."f‘l6 - The ab111ty of comparlson, i'a sen51ble

reason (ralson sen51b1e),'enabled "the perceptlon of certaln

relatlons between varlous objects and events warned agalnst dangers,‘

EEN

1nd1cat1ng "the precautlons most necessary to hlS securlty ,"_ and"

r_,__taught_the most,ruseful_rmeans for_opr_ogurlnq what was necessary It was ‘

by thlS "sen51b1e reason .that the savage man began, to some extent,_:_

to foresee 1mmed1ate outcomes and engage 1n 1ntent10nal and purposeful

S actlons so as to satlsfy h1s needs. . . S o ‘

beglnnmg of work, we. may, w1th reference to Sohn—Rethel S def1n1tlon,-";

/ : safely ‘assume that 1t began mth the appearance of the pr1m1t1ve

| judgment, or reason, and w1ll. W1th the emergmg reason the savage
man began to lay constralnts ubon h1s pa551ons and to elaborate new:'g.

waYs to fulf111 hls needs more ea511y and more satlsfactor11y ’I‘ne»‘?

Even though Rousseau does not spec1f1ca11y explaln the. i

acqu1s1tlon of techn1ques (nouvelles 1ndustr1es) corresponded w1th new

~

' mental ab111t1es (nouvelles lum1eres), and secured the prov151on of__-_-

i .

,what was necessary by establlshmg man's. super1or1ty over hls,

env1rorment, not only over thmgs but also over anlmals that had been
S competmg mth h].m for food.

'I‘ne ‘new. 1nte111gence whlch resulted from thlS development'

“‘increased his - superlorlty over other anlmals, by making him"
“sensible of’ it.' "He would now endeavour, therefore, to snare -

them, - would play them a ‘thousand tricks, and  though many -of

~ them might surpass him" in" swiftness or. in strength, would.in S

‘;,;-'tlme become the master of some and the scourge of others 47
- »'At’ first, the’ l'teqﬁni,gues brough.t by the‘ _'e_merg'i_ng; 'reason must. -

[



.'_'have been scar ely enough to . enable the savage man to EulE111 his.

mmedlate needs. » But, sooner or later, he was: able to attam a

' surplus power, while anlmals, and even man hlmself untll thlS tlme,

had only the powers necessary for preservatlon.48 The development of ; :

surplus powers, or. surplus a}:ﬁlltles, and of new technlques enabled_

man m thlnk of somethmg other than hlS own preservatlon. Be51des

- 31

’——the amour_ de_sol___rthe passmn for preservatlon, - a certaln klnd of

' van1ty, namely amour propre, was Eormed, 1n1t1a11y towards th:mgs and
later towards\other men. “ o , L ;\'
.Thus, the first tlme he looked into hlmself “he felt the first
- emotion of pride; and, at a time when he scarce knew how to
’d1st1ngu1sh the different orders of beings, by looking upon
his specxes as of the- highest order, he prepared the way for
assurmg pre—emmence as an 1nd1v1dual 49

‘With the appearance o‘f the amour—propre , man had to fulflll not only' ,

‘hls physmal but also psychologlf‘al needs. 'Ihls means that man's -

need-s - partlcularly the needs that come from vanlty - grew at a. -

- -greater rate than h1s ab111ty to produce. Man _came to produce “more; .
. »meanwhlle, hlS need 1ncreased Stlll more m t\he p051t1ve 31de,‘ '
o "these first advances fmally put man in’ a p051t1on to make more

' rapid 'ones._ .The more the m1nd was enllghtened the more 1ndustry was’ '

: perfected. 5_

".frcm the dlspar1ty between our needs and the1r fulflhnent,"'by'_

" str1v1ng to- mcrease our happlness we change 1t 1ntoo wretchedness 51

WOrk' -'thusﬁ appears .in th'e intera_ction o’f\an' 'wiuth his

".env1ronment for the satlsfactlon of -hlS needs at the moment v.hen he S
beccmes able to re‘flect on hlS accumulated experlences, by comparing.

"the relatlons of thlngs and derlvmg certaln causal pr1nc1ples,0that_ -

On the negatlve side, however, because our mlsery comes



. preservation. Thus work becomes subject to endless 1mprovements so as

is, by formlng a certain "sensible reason" out of hli potent1a1 for
self—perfectlon. Ard the progress of this work stlmulates in' man a-

psychological: inclmatlon which is not to be satlsfled by ‘a mere

.32

bess .
P

f»env1ronment actuallsed hlS potentlal, developed techniques for. his_

to catch up w1th hlS growmg needs. ‘,\)Let Us' now turn to the

1mp11catlon of work for the life of the savage. man.

THE FIRST REvowrrow. -- That man .in his interaction with

'preservatlon and thus 1n1t1ated wark as a productlve act1v1ty, ‘bears .
an 1mportant meanlng 1n that it 1ntroduced 1nto the state of nature )
certaln soc1al elements”'dpausseau calls thlS t1me of dramatlc change‘

‘"the epoch .of ‘a flrst revolutlon" (l époque d'une - premlere

: _‘révoluti'on) ‘-52 In this new stage of enllghtenment, characterlsed by

@ |

‘-'"fonctlon Qg_ crlthue et de valor1satlon,

—_

the ab111ty of comparlson ,""'sensmle reason ,7 man began to. -

understand the relatlonshlps between thmgs "compared at need "53

Ajmental act1v1ty t;x(at enabled such an understandlng was a judgment/ a

40

n54:

¥

in contact w1th an often hostlle env1rorment ‘The understandmg which .

was - the . result "of such mental aCt1v1tes 1mp114ed,; as  Goldschmidt

1nda.-cates,55 -an. 1dea of r1valsh1p, *applled 1n1t1ally to other arals
G

'and 1ater to those who ‘were similar to hlmself N It was on thlS

‘ hostlle attltude towards other anlmals and men " that the savage man

‘-began to base"'hls superlorl,ty over compet1t1ve anlmals and establlsh

certam terms between h1m and "those who were s1m11ar to hlm..

The .

elaborated and completed _



The recognition and establishment of terms with other 'men were

the first symptom of socialisation..

Other men, it is true, were not then to him what "they-now are
to us, ‘and he had no greater intercourse with thHem than with-

other ‘animals; yet they ‘were’ not neglected in his
‘observations. ~The conformities, whch he would in- time

discover between them, and between him and his Eemale led h1m : t
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to judge of others which were not then. perceptlble, and

finding that they all behaved as he himself would have done..in
like circumstances, he naturally inferred that their.manner of
thinking and acting was altogether in oonformlty with his own.

'This important truth, once deeply impressed on his mind, must -

- have 'induced . him, from an ‘intuitive feel,lng more certain and
more rapid than any kind of reasoning, to pursue the rules of
conduct, which he had best observed towards them, for his own

-»securlty and ‘advantage. 56 . ‘

Finding ',that -other men "all behaved as he. [the savage man] himself

would'-have done in like circmnstances", he regarded them at first as

Fl

belngs to oompete w1th Iri thé' original, purely‘ na.turai state, the

/savage man was concerned only w1th hlS preservatlon, possessmg a sort;

of amour de’ soi,. whlch was "the only passmn natural ‘to man .' 'I'nls :

‘. amour de soi did not have "any necessary relatlon ‘with others- 1t was L

in thls respect naturally 1ndlfferent "57 How. then‘ -could the savage

man possessmg only amour' de soi get 1nto connectlon w1th others” 'I‘ne

mere flndlng of others d1d not dlrectly connect h1m to “them because,

‘his fl[‘St response to them was rather evaswe and competltwe than ’

'cooperat‘iVe.'se' ‘ ' R+

VA

Rousseau resolves thlS problem by 1ntroduc1ng the notlon of_v_,,

"plty“, whlch constltutes, together with amour de’ 501, the two natural e

and essentlal human pass1ons. _Plty,_ however r was.not actlve from the

first. "Pity, even though it was ‘natural to the heart ‘of man,

" remained eternal'l’yf'inactive- without 1mag1nat10n whlch put it. into

_play."vs_9 It was then the emergence of the faculty of comparlson -that' |



: :fr‘.,

— enabled man to 1mag1ne beyond hlmself and 1dentlfy w1th those who were

suffer1ng.6' . When man remalned self—suff1c1ent, he did not need to -
evade others, nor to have any hOStlllty towards them. He could rather

show a certam natural benevolence.' Goldschmxdt explams that it was ‘

. prec1sely this absence of any natural relatxonshlps that made possxble
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the f1rst conventlonal relat1ons.61 However, 1f p1ty is def1ned as an

experlence of "comparlson towards those who are suffermg, and if

"sufferlng“ is percelved as the emotlon accompanylng an 1nab111ty to.

',fulflll one's needs, a. certain materlal condition has to ‘be

presupposed in order to explam the functlon of p1ty 1n ‘bringing men

together . -

The savage rnan,lwho possessed only a passmn of amour de 501,

- was ‘theo'retically an - 1ndependent un1t But thlS 1ndependence was

N SIS

p0551b1e only under condltlons 1n which he could by hlmself fulflll_

his needs. Elther hlS needs had to be smple enough to be ea511y L

.
~\

fulfllled/’or natural resources had to. be suff1c1ent enough to satlsfy“ ‘

v o .
,them without effort When the env1ronment changed and destroyed the

self suff1c1ency of man, ‘1t meant the destructlon-of th/1°r 4

, 1ndependence he had/therefore e1ther to suffer or to demand help from'
others. W1thout env1ronmenta1 change and the resultant gap between;

-desi'r'e and\achlevement no. development of the capac1ty for

self—perfectlon was p0551b1e. The flrst word of men was. not.

'"Almez—m01 but "Aldez—mm "62 In other words man needed from other

men not sympathy or emotlonal plty but ass1stance or materlal pity. -

|- .
- In thls sense p1ty was ..an extensmn of amour de soi- Plty made

‘ .‘posmble ooex1stence between men and it was this that prov1ded the_‘

<



ground for brlnglng .natural men into "1oose assoc1at10ns

_ (assoc1at10ns 11bres) and gave . to the passmn of p1ty a certaln soc1al .'

- -
significance.

" The floating of the passmn of plty to the surface of the

35

‘savage m1nd reflected the condltlons necessary for the development of\

human work "'I‘aught by experlence that amour de blen—étre is the sole

2 mot1ve of human actlons", the savage ‘man flnally began to d1st1ngu1sh

the case in which “common 1nterest mlght justlfy him in relylng upon E

the a531stance of hlS fellows 63,

. cooperatlon or collaboratlon, and thus p1ty, an extensmn of amour de

'. ~501, became ‘a soc1a1 passxon.

e

' '::,.'the savage man gathered his. fellows 1nto a "herd" (troupeau) “or "some
T 4. '

klnd of loose assoc1at10n (quelque sorte d'assoc1at10n libre) ..
;,Such a gathermg presupposed a certam 1evel of techmcal im rovement,

"and forced man to face challenges that he had up to thlS tige av01ded

‘These, first: advances enabled men to. make others~ w1th great'
‘rapidity.- In proport:lon as. they . grew enllghtened - they grew. . . .
industrious. They- ceased to fall asleep under the. first tree,

- ..or 'in the first cave that afforded them shelter; they invented
" several kinds of implements of hard and sharp stones, which

" they used to dig up -the earth, and to cut wood; they. then made’

huts .out -of branches, and afterwards learnt " to plaster them

 bver with mud and clay. .. This was' the epoch of ‘a first - -
" . revolution, which: establlshed and dlstlngu1shed fam111es, and-.
- introduced - a kind- of property,  in: 1tself the source of a

jthousand quarrels -and confllcts 65

It 1s notable that R)usseau 1nd1cates the time of bu1ld1ng "huts as

the "epoch of a flrst revolutlon Bmldmg huts meant an end of the" '

"wandermgs in the forests ahd a 11fe of complete sol1tude. “In

Coex1stence bred pr1m1t1ve modes of -

It was in the process of 1nteract1ng mth the env1ronment that



-bu11d1ng a hut man cormutted h1mself ‘to staymg in one . place for a

.canparatlvely longer tlme—span, w1th other ‘human be1ngs wi he -
-shared mutual _assistance. 'Ihls 1n1t1al‘t form of soc1ety was “what .

Rousseau calls "famlly. , A 11tt1e ‘society but "the more . umted because'

11berty and rec1procal attachment were the only bonds of 1ts union. w56
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The famlly, whlch developed out of these loose assoc1atlons, retlected
La. certam stage in the technlcal development of the natural state, in

_whlch man . could secure hlS natural life by means of coex1st1rg and to

_.some extent, of oooperatmg mth a llmlted number of others It was B
the "hablt of 11V1ng together of "husbands and" wives, fathers ‘and
‘chlldren under one roof" that gave rlse to "the fmest feellngs known.-. |
v'to humamty, conjugal love and paternal affectlon maklng womenf

become "more sedentary,‘ and accustomed.. to mmd _the hut and t:helrf

chlldren ' and men’ to go "abroad in search of thelr common~

' sub51stence',"67 a k1nd of d1v151on of 1abour w1th1n the famlly

. —

2s lor'g as men remamed 1sol‘ated:.‘in .thei'r.."'famililes“,b'.the-'
ear11er evaswe att1tude of the savage man towards other compet1t1ve ’
-bemgs st111 exlsted Indeed,, the newly attalned techn1ca1 1eve1‘ i
relnforced such attltudes by nece551tat1ng the af‘qulsltmn of goods -
: B and tools, mcludlng land. 'I'hese had to be defended agamst ‘those who
were outs1de the group- '"Every one. sought h1s own prlvate advantage,._
‘elther by open force, if he thought hlmself strong enough or byv,- ’

~4-address and cunnlng, 1f he felt hlmself the weaker."68 ’I‘hls led to'
‘:_‘the formatlon of the flrst conventlon among men, 't'he‘"rules of -

conduct" concernmg the pr1m1t1ve notlon of property. .'Ihough it was

'destlned, ult1mate1y, to. become "the source of a thousand quarrels"




thlS notlon of. property carrled in 1ts early stage a p051t1ve meanlng"

because (it was Stlll an - lnseparable means for the fulfllment of the

pass1on of amour de soi and one S self—preservatlon. 'Ihe conventlons

restabllshedQ among ‘men’ concernlng property prov1ded a sort of moral

apparatus procurlng the peace of "the real youth of the world" (la

- véritable: ]eunesse du monde) p A peace based on the Sme11c1ty of:' “the

.-l‘ife of men and the abundance of the_resources of nature.

This peri.od, Cin whlch a. just mean was kept “between the

1ndolence of the pr1m1t1ve state \(a&nd-the petulent act1v1ty of our‘-‘

LRt “g \_\/
amour—propre , was "the happlest and most stable of epochs" and “the
i

._genre—humaln was meant to remaln 1n 1t" Man oould depart from 1t

K .only through ‘some fatal acc1dent whlch, for the publlc good, should

‘never have happened" > "...all the subsequent advances have been

f apparently so many steps towards the perfectlon of’ the 1nd1v1dual butm

69

- in reallty towards the decrepltude of the spec1es. Rousseau s view

. of thlS perlod of the emergence of fam11y and property 1mp11es that

vboth fam11y and property ought not to exceed the category of the'

."1nd1v1dua1 So: long as man! s needs were s:.mple enough S0 that thea". SR

e

‘_,.ex1st1ng materlals could ea511y satlsfy them, "'so long as. they
undertook only what a smgle person could accompllsh, and conf1nedj‘;..
'themselves to such arts as d1d not requ1re the jo1nt labour of several-~

s hands ’ they could st111 remain in. self—suff1c1ency ard d1d not need

‘-to be jealous of others. 'Ihus the natural 1nst1nct of amour de Soi

v_ could be completed by belng mod1f1ed by a soc1a1\ p1ty ,‘ and human

i

:work could enable man t0' enjoy the pleasures of mutual and

a0

. 1ndependent 1ntercourse 1n 1nter—1nd1v1dua1,' and _1nter-fam11l-al,



relations.

By ap’plyi'ngf the term "state of ‘nature to thls perlod of the

' société nalssante rather than’ to the orlglhal, natural state, IRousseau,'-

.» treats human mrk as a natural act1v1ty in meetlng one's natural needs . -

,.for self—preservatlon. Not only work but also fanuly and property"_

'come to bear a certaln element of naturallty ’Ihls descrlptlon of the,

‘facts of the "natural soc1ety comes 1nto 'contradlctmn w1th

o '\ Rousseau s hypothe51s t'hat the state of nature ’1s opposed to the c1v11'

NG ‘
‘state. : Yet it is in thxs contradlctlon between hypothes1s and fact.’

A

. ﬁhat Rousseau, as Goldschm1dt 1nd1cates, establlshes "l etat de
"‘-A.f\ature,...de manlere a fa1re prev01r et a amener l'etat c1v11 "71- )

Seelng 1n the pr1m1t1ve famlly and property the negatlve elements of'

the perfectlon of - the 1nd1y1dua1" (la perfectlon de 1'1nd1v1du)

'__-Whlch w111 later, characterise - eg01sm- of the. *c1v11 state And

: only in thlS trans1tory state of nature can man enjoy completely‘_ 4

’

B -'pleasure in h1s work

. | 2 .Wo'rkf and the Child

THE CHILD AS SAVAGE.- —-’ Rousseau sees 1n. the.state of nature:

'men who were free, 1nnocent, and related to each other by\ "mutual and

. mdependent" 1ntercourse. 'I'nls or1glnal man supported h1s 11fe w1th.' S
pr1mary materlals he got through hlS s1mple work m nature. - As 1ong

as hlS llfe ‘Was. s1mp1e and frugal, 1t v.as not d1ff1cult to fulflll the\

needs of hlS -amour de 501, spec1f1ed 1n h1s amour de b1en—etre, by_ :



h . L . . 1o

/

means bof his 51mp1e work So he was’ happy "'As 1ong. a's thls ‘man,‘
f_dependlng on hlS hands for the fu1f11ment of hlS needs, wasb
self—-suff1c1ent he d1d ot need the help of others, or of any who-'\
were - outs1de of hlS pr1mary soc1a1 grbup. Instead of demandmgw

anythmg from others,' thlS man enjoye 1ndependence and freedom. ’

¥ .

-Moreover, he sho‘Wed plty, both“emot1onal—and—mater1a1—to those~ who

‘»were sufferlng. ‘Ihe balance between ur. de soi and plty 1n the‘

‘ 1nd1v1dua1 meant that: thlS sllghtly adv nced c1v1llsat10n contamed

: ‘certaln egalltarlan elements Rousseau

the world" a prlmordlal pattern of human 1 fe whlch he develops 1nto a

blue—prlnt not only for a new soc1ety, but for the natural development

:'of the Chlld 1nto matur1ty.

. Flousseau s notlon of the state of naturei refers to thlsv""_
,second,"rather than the f1rst, stage of the state ‘of nature"; that-_‘.", :
1s,»the Shlft from a purely natural state to a relatlv,gly ~1v1llsed T
' .:.state is seen as "progress ,. Thus the “educat1on of a. natural man" R

;'must a1m at "c1v111s1ng"y or developlng the potentlal facultles of,”
'the Chlld rather than keeplng hlm 1n a purely natural state.. Just as.i-y ‘

o ithe second stage of . the state of nature was bldden v»elcome because of_:;;

1nds 1n thls "real youth of :

1ts expansmn of the human facultles", de5p1te the’ dlmantlon °f*

. man s patlence and natural compasslon v.hlch such facultles brought I
"-about, so educat1on 1s seen as approprlate when 1t develops hlS'
‘-potentlal facultles even though he may L‘lSk Iosmg certaln natural "

bcharacterlstlcs. IR ch11d ‘is born "weak...helpless...foollsh" he"" !
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- ,needs "strength.. aid. ..reason.» At the moment of blrth the chlldv’ -

) i_”‘1s purely natural and completely anlmal, Just llke the savage man in

B



. \

- l.external mfluence or 1nner drlves. If the Chlld is. born w1th “organs -

~',-"all that we need’ men we bec0me grown—up

the or1gmal state of nature was a’ mere animal. He must be fashioned

by educatlon, just 11ke plants are fashloned by cultlvatlon, to ha\/e

74 .Thus the pa,radoxmal

"_'approach to "nature in the phylogenlc development of the

genre—humaln, whlch saw the "state of nature"» in the soc1ete nalssante

' rather“than_m‘—the orlglnal state of—nature,_1s._ret’:lected_also _in.
Robsseau s °ducatlonal plan. - In ‘the ontogenlc development of the 1‘.
"1nd1v1dual nature" bls percelved not ‘as ‘an’ or1g1na1 unchangmg state .

but as a process of “natural" development

rIhe concept of "nature '1n Rousseau s educatlonal scheme 1s

'therefore the "nature of th1ngs 'that vri's, the law that governs

*change. It certalnly does not 1mp1y a static. scene uncontammated by

,and facultles"‘ nature" 1mp11es thelr growth (le developpement

T40
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»

1nterne de nos facultes et de nos organes) and 1ts dlrectlon..' Wnen

Rousseau 1nd1cates "the goal of:' nature" as the goal of educatlon, he
pomts to the maturatlon of those organs and faculties whlch w111

» brlrg the chlld, a purely natural be1ng, to adulthood w1th Eacultles

-0

:‘developed 0. that he 1s able to. enjoy an 1nnocent soc1al 11t‘e ’Ihe

..law that 1s found m the growth of the chlld 1s that whlch 1s found 1n

the plant vh1ch beg1ns to grow ,vprtlcally as soon as the art1f1c1al

"'wshapmg frame for horlzontal growth is removed E‘ducatmn, whlch must

lobey thlS 1aw, is to f:'orm ‘"hablts" that are conformable to 1t
:'Everythlng 1n educatlon therefore should be br\ought 1nto hamony w1th

'thls natural law. Rousseau holds a developmental perspectlve on

~.fch11dhood, 1n whlch progress or development bears a prlmary value.




———that—br mgs—tho se—facul—t‘l-es—lnto

.The development in this. case, is 'in‘ a.sense, predetermined by nature.

‘But Rousseau sees development as a "~progrésS" -occurring in"'the

‘1nteractlon of the ch11d w1th his env1ronment, in the same way that he

v1ewed progress -in the state of nature. : Whatever the potentlal

facultles may be 1t 1s educatlon, a gulded act1v1ty of the chlld,‘~
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L ,_dev.elopmental

.' v1ew of ch11dhood starts w1th ah an1mal—1nfant and ends with "man"' B
w1th ab111t1es to be master of hlS natural env1rorment, rather than '

one vho is sub]ect to 1t In other words, the Chlld taught accordlng

to Rousseau s educatlonal pr1nc1ples must have establlshed his

"superlorlty over hlS natural env1ronment by the t1me he becomes a'
"man ThlS 1mp11es, as ‘was the case 1n the state of nature P the
'w_establlshment of certaln relatlonshlps w1th hlS fellow men, who also-
are . supposed to be "superlor" to other creatures and' belong to the.i”'
" "genre-—hmnaln".‘ 'I'nus lbusseau S educatlonal scheme is. also dlrected

-_to a soc1allsatlon of the ch1ld ‘into bemgs llke ‘man in: the state of_

nature mlch 1n 1ts establ%hed form was a. soc1ete na1ssante. .

.

Such a parallel movement in’ both phylogenlc and ontogenlc“:.",

'development reflects the methodolog1ca1 opp051tlon of hlS hypothes1s

R thls "man" 1nto a c1tozen.-

concernmg the state of nature and hlS v1ew of the c1v11 -~ or
4c1v11151ng - facts. Moreover, 1t 1s the ba51s of %usseau S concern."

that educatlon must flrst of all form the man, and only then transform

i

',_“In ‘the natural order, men being equal to each other, ‘their
common vocatlon was the estate of man ([1' gétat d'homme]; so, .

o man who is well brought up for this vocation cannot be: clumsy

in fulfllllng those works which bring him to this  [état
d'homme].. - - It matters .little 'to me -whether my .pupil is*‘-

- 1ntended for the army,, the church, or the law "Before his



parents choose a vocatlon nature calls him to the human life. '

‘To live is the occupatlon I want to have h1m 1earn 76 ‘

Rousseau's "man" is a man of actlon. E‘ducatlon must begm at the
beginning wi.th,thls man .h1mse1f.‘ "We begln to leam when we begln\ to :
_'live."7‘7_v 'Iherefore, v’éhat is 1mportant‘ in educatlor\, is not the o

. precepts“ lof the teacher but the ‘“practlce (exerc1ses) of the chlld

: 'certaln elements of" the arguments wh1ch he applles to hlS dlscussmn '

~scorch1ng rocks of Malta.

‘nature traces

'Leave the ch11d "exposed to all the changes and chances of mortal

clife"; he must 1earn through his own act1v1ty "to preserve hlS own

11fe v;hen he 1s a man, to bear the buffets of fortune, to brave wealth

ard poverty, to l1ve at need among the SNOWS of Iceland or on . the

"78

It .is ‘in thlS context that Rousseau beglns to elaborate

'_”-.educatlonal prescrlptlons for the grow1ng Chlld along the “path that_

the second terme de la v1e) ' ’"preadolescence (adolescence) v nd

-"'the stages“ of an1ma1 feelmg ,‘ “the self—regardlng sentlments
"'the other- regardmg sentlments ’ and “the 1dea of happlness and of

perfectlon. 8_0' Rousseau s educatlonal prescrlptlons, from the

.A_of man s‘progress‘m ‘the state of nature.__ Generally, his.;"'-"
'prescrlptlons for- the perlod of 1nfancy contaln the elements of hls_v'
argunents on the purely natural state, whlle those for the perlods of-

’ chlldhood -and preadolescence contam aspects of ‘the stages up; to the.-'. :

soc1ete nalssalnte. The prescrlptlon for adolescence, and in some_- '

- respects, for preadolescence R contam elements of hlS conceptlon of a

"79 through "1nfancy (enfance) ,' "ch1ldhood" (enfance asv i

"‘adolescence (l'age nublle) ' or, as W1111am Boyd characterlses them,' o

.v1ew-—p01nt of "self—perfectlon through act1v1ty - are. derlved from




' fln_ally enters soc1ety as a _c-1toxen.

- new egalltarlan soc1ety, mlch 1s opposed to the ex1st1ng one.‘ Em'il'e)
-t:he 1nd1v1dua1, 1s then born as an anlmal—lnfant, becomes savage by

repeatmg the experlence of the spec1es in hlS hfe 51tuatlon, and~ '

.

|
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oy

| ‘,-jeducatlon of thlS early chlldhood hlS development or progress will |

EDUCATION ~THROUGH'”USEFULt ACTIVITIES . INFANCY  AND
’CHILDHOOD ‘—- Placed in an 1solated natural 51tuat10n, Enile starts
11fe as .an orphan vho has nelther parents nor 31b11ngs. : vHis'own',

,lnature, the env1ronment: in whlch he is to 11ve now, and the soc1ety in

6‘4

,whlch ‘he IS to 11ve 1n the future —' these are t'h‘ree ba51c elements"
,‘ whlch w111 determme hlS growth and hls educatlon.

" This \educatlon ‘comes to us from nature, t‘rom men, ‘or from. .
~things. - The inner - growth -of our organs and facultles is the
~education of nature, the use,we-learn to make of this growth :
-is:the educatlon of men, -what. we gain by our experlence of our

_,surroundlngs 1s the educatalon of thlngs 81

As long as soc1ety - "men ,-7 is. methodologlcally ellmmated 1n the‘-“'-"-

‘follova the natural dlrectlon of growth w1th1n hlmself - "nature“ - and
A\-.the mysmal env1ronment - "thmgs Respondlng to, and by domg so,' v_ a
- learmng about hls env1rorment, and developlng hlS phySLcal facultles,' ]

Emlle begms to “11ve , more exactly to. ex1st" Ene N

| At blrth the ch11d bemg 1n the "state of almost pr1m1t1ve

1gnorance and stupldlty before he has learnt from experlence oL from‘f-
:‘-:hls fellows,"s_2 has only one sense of physmal "pa1n and sufferlng ,

' :for hlS 1nst1nctua1 self—preservatlon, dupllcatmg the 1n1t1a1 state i

o of the . animal man in the purely natural state..__ lee the baby of any- el



sentlent beast Ehule shows 1nst1nctual responses to the st1mu11 from'

Env1rorment : Weak in bodlly strength and undeveloped 1n sensatlon,

the 1nfant must be allowed "to stir and stretch hlS 11mbs" freely and_.‘

A

be exposed to var1ous external st1mu11 so -as to enhance bodlly and

sensual development | 'Ihrough such free movements he grows physmally '

Camd begms to have an " 1dea ‘of space, "83 the 1dea of what 1s "me" ‘and
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@

what- is "not-me ~in other word's, he oomes to d1fferent1ate hlmself'
- from hlS env1ronment 'I'h1s is- the beglnnmg of hlS 1nteract10n w1th;
hls env1ronment. Up to thlS tlme, ‘physmal growth belng the almost
. sole task of development,v the role of the nurse - has been more:'

: 1mportant than that of the tutor. L

‘QWhen the ch11d beglns to talk however, educatlon becomes more

N

demandmg _ In 1nfancy the ch11d s response to external stlmull are -
be 1t movement or crylng -‘ "purely mechamcal effeats,/mthout any-_

nowledge or w1ll “84 Dependlng on . others for hlS preservatlon and' I

for the satlsfactlon of hlS natural needs, t:he ch11d calls them for

help by means of such “mechanlcal" act1v1t1es as crylng, and 1ets them_s‘_,r

Y

know h1s satlsfactlon by hlS smlle or v1gorous bodlly movements. _ '[b '
thu.s extent,v such 1n1tlaw act1v1t1es are 1n serv1ce of preservmg the
llfe of the Chlld' nevertheless,,they are essentlally mere reflex,
- responses to the physical condltlons and have no 1ntent10ns or,.
purposes.", 'Ihe ch11d is not aware of v»hat he is dolng, he - merely';
“senses what 1s g01ng ‘on w1th1n and ,outs1de hlmself and responds:*
automat1ca11y 'Ihls klnd of act1v1ty 1s exactly the same as’ that of'_ ‘
the man of an1ma11ty whom Rousseau presmned to have exlsted *in the.'._"'_""

orlgmal, natural state.. Both the 1nfant and the .. savage man’: are’,'

Ay
s\




!
sub]ect to the neces51ty of nature. : But mth the “emergence of

language the ch11d enters a new: s‘tage of chlldhood replacmg

1nst1nctual.cry1ng_ with more effectlve means of commlcatmn w1th his

. . : L B , - o : - :
patrons. . Though inarticulate, the -language. of early childhood -

Rousseau calls tjqis a "natural' langfiage"85 = is "accentuated, toned,

1

1ntelllglb1e and prov1des evidence of his already deep 1nvolvement in

45+

N\

o ‘act1v1t1es are 1nst1ncts of the body for 1ts growth in strength "

_hls surroundmgs, whlch is - w1dened by the new ab111ty of walk1ngr it .

1s at this moment that Rousseau s educatlonal doctr1ne is- expatlated :

'1n terms of the relatlon of . the Chlld and hls nv1ro

* For 1Rousseau "man s proper learmng" (l'etude convenable a

1! hon’me)86 is t'he learmng of “h1s relatlon to hlS env1ronment"

'f-long as he only knows that env1ronment through hls physmal natur’e he_"

y should study hlmself in relatlon to thlngs, that ‘is- ‘the busmess of
\,
87

'h 1s childhood "

A

' to 1mplant certaln hablts\f~ dealmg w1th the env1ronment.. ' %

. o
Co \
Ay N

At flrst the ch1ld is to have no artificial habits.'f.é His
- .ﬂnatural that 1s, 1nst1nctual needs must be expressed and sat1sf1ed ,

.',_The ch1ld must be asked ne1ther to sit st1ll when he wants to run" -

)

about, nor to- run men he v.ants to be qulet He must be allowed to.

run, to jump, and to shout to his heart's content » All these
88:

o . 'I’ne ch1ld must be allowed and even encouraged to meet such natbral"

n'. 4v‘

_-needs by h1mself 'I‘he task of the tutor 1n thls connectlon 1s to

\
}dlfferentlate what 1s art1f1c1al“ from what 1s natural" thht 1s,

: ""‘the needs of buddlng caprlce" from "the needs whlch sprmg from the"l

: Moy -



&

s o o . o g
overflowmg 11fe.“ ‘ HoWever, such a permissive policy of the tutor
does- not secure a complete freedom for the’ ch11d Just as the )'»;savage

man sufﬁered comparative weakness in relatlon to his env1ronment so

too the chlld's Ereedom is restrlcted" by “his lack of.- strengnh

-Insofar as hlS bodily and mental powers are too weak to meet, w1thout/\
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_; et ERE
"'r

‘the help frcm others, hlS needs, the Chlld 1s naturally destlned ta:

suffér the d1spar1ty between hlS needs -and . thelr satlsfactlon. 'Ihough

','.a large part of what he needs, such as - food, clothes, house, etc .,'is

!

‘_prov1ded by “the help of others", a pedagogl"al pr1nc1ple is adopted

’ areas for example, he may be able to put on hlS clothes 1nstead of‘

v .,4 them.' Practlcally, however, all the chlld's desn‘es 1n 1nfancy fail'

" ‘to tram the ch11d step by step, so that he may ultlmately be atge to

- meet h1s needs by.hls own»power;alone_. .

o

P v
'-4 T,

The essence of thlS pedagoglcal pr1nc1ple is to keep the child

in self—suff1c1ency Although the young Chlld cannot solve all the. .

problems by hlmself he may be able to mlve some of them in certaln_ o

asklng others to do “ie, Y the flrst step in the educatlon ffor

-~ s

selﬁﬁsuff1c1ency consxsts ,1n subjugatmg the Chlld s&desnes,

.

are not related “to. the preservatlon 1tse1f to his ab111ty to satlsfy

w1th1n the boundar1es .of preservatlon. By satlsfylng as. soon as

- o

p0551b1e hlS ’oa51c needs by hlmself, the ch11d wlll f:'eel the':"'ffreedom

othat oomes from the fulfllment of needs.~ 01 the other hand th'

| art1f1c1a11y but naturally . IE the child is forced by the tutor to' REPRRNS

restrlctlon of the chlld‘s de51res must . not be accompllshedzl‘,_,'

B restnct hlS de51res, such an over—sever1ty w111 only make h1m';::" .

~wretched and thlS is oontrary to the pr1nc1ple that the chlld\hais/tof

o~
ED
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. be happy; So Rousseau advises that the child's desires be limited to -

those W%l

~ means

1nvolve him in an actual relationship to thlngs. This i

ﬁ:e Chlld S "unreasonable mshes...meet physmal obstacles
90

TS

only {and] the punishment whlch results from h1 \own ‘actions.

 Treat your scholar accordmg to his age.’ Put him in his place

from the first, and Keep him in it, so that he no™ longer tries
: to leave it. 'Then before he knows what goodness is, he will
Con be practicing his chief lesson...Let him only know that he is
weak and you are strong, that his condition and yours put him
o at your mercy; let this be perceived, learned, and felt. Let
him early find upon his proud neck, the heavy yoke which
nature has imposed upon us, the heavy yoke of nece551ty, under _
whlch every flhlte bemg must bow.91 :

the chlid "bears patlently w1th the nature»

adapts hlmself_ (;o th‘l.s_" s;tuatlon, fulflllmg,/ as best he’ “

' hls‘_gwen stren?gth, sand glves up. those needs wh1ch L

e

n naturally con51ders : that he canget as hlS own
- "*his - sense Hobbes* ‘theot is. ‘true. tov,a: “cértain extent:
: 'Multlply both our wi “\es. andwthe means of satlsfymg them, and.
_-each will ‘be mast: “all. '.I'nus the chlld, .who:-has~ only to”
askand . have, thi 's. umself ‘the - master.-of : the ,:mlverse--he 5
conslders -all men s tige slarVes,. and ‘when you are “at last
pelle‘d “to refus: . e takes ' Aour - refusal as'yan act of
:,_‘»rebelllon, for he thmks ~e has only to comnand 93 7 D .

&;'- B

v

In. . .



In order to check this eg01st1c inclination, which succeeds the

1nnocent perlod of mfancy, Rousseau attempts to control 1mag1natlon,

whlch gives. rlse to arnour—propre, by plac1ng the chlldren in a real"j." '

- relatlonshlp with thlngs, one m whlch he can fulflll his natural".

needs vhlle bemg oonfronted w1th the external and actual condltlons -

48

of "nature . At flrst the. fulfllment of his needs may appear to be

- completely subject to chance because theoretlcally he 1s unaware of -

3 wbat/ls gomg on in the external world.‘ But accumulated experlences

and the repeated relevanCe of hlS responses sooner or 1ater form

simple. 1deas, and by reflectlng on these smple 1deas he develops a

: .certaln 1ntellectua1 ab111ty, "ralson sen51b1e It 1s at thlS pomt

' _that the ch11d beglns to purposefully utlllse physmal forces Eor what_'.

'he sees as de51rable or: good for hlS preservatlon

Just as the savage man (w1th hls n°w enllghtenment) began to':

,‘,,utlllse materlals at hand for hlS preservatlon, the Chlld, mth the' |

i _}emergence of _"ralson sen51ble"’ 1s able," if gu1ded, to ut111se

‘-externa'l* as well as mternal physmal forces in order to satlsfy ‘his N

a needs by hlmself The notlon of ut111ty",-wh1ch Rousseau 1ntroduces

_'.as the crlterlon of the appllcatlon of a Chlld'S act1v1ty in thlS .

"_second perlod of pr1m1t1ve reason in ch11dhood, leads the . cl'uld to' o

1n1t1ate and to perform actlons which arernecessry t‘or fu1f1111ng hls D

-natural needs, and to avoxd those whlch are not.-' In other words, w1th -

.the notlon of ut111ty as” the crlterlon of . hlS actlons the ch11d 15

..

‘able, flrst, to restrlct hlS act1v1t1es 1ntentlonally to what 1s good"v o

‘ and Lseful to hlS preservatlon and welfare and, second to av01d the '

danger of fallmg 1nto the eg01sm wh1ch a b11nd de51re for RN :
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gratification is apt to inspire,”™ -The notion of utility is’ then

advanced as a new educational measure, a pr_'inciple jby‘ which the child

. 'is to ‘be'"l‘subjug‘ated to " the necessity' of. nature. It is to be
complemented by the ch11d' rational"‘controlo'f his: own acti\./ity..

Generally speaklng, the act1v1t1es undertaken under the cr1ter10n of

49

ut111ty contain a certain quallty of. WOrk in the sense that they are

gulded bya purpose and produce results which are, useful ‘and "good"

for life. Because of the Chlld s st111 1mmature physmal and mental

condit'ion,. however, these "useful"_ act1v1t1es w111 not yet, 1n the‘
E secord stage of chlldhood, produce useful goods to be consumed both by-’.
'v the ‘¢hild hlmself and by others.w. Rather, Rousseau focusses on the, "
4‘ effects of such act1v1t1es on: the proper mental anddphysmal growth of
- the'chlld.' 'Ihls useful act1v1ty, "slow and 1abor10us,"95 demands a-‘
'Atotal engagement of the child in hlS act1v1ty and 1s characterlstlc in -
.that it demands not only ~nenta1 but also phy51cal employment ?I_n :

Rousseau S conceptlon, mental act1v1ty 1s not a separate domaln from o

'the physmal one. .
. Man's powers are st1rred by the same 1nst1nct The bod'ily'
activity, which seeks an outlet for its energies, is succeeded

by the mental activity which ‘seeks. for ' knowledge. Chlldren’ , "
-are first- restless, then curious; and this, curlo,sg;y, rightly . -
directed, is the means of development for tﬂ'xe age with whlch?-

- we are dealmg 96

""Utlllsmg 1nte11ectua1 "cur1051ty"'as "the means of development“ in

th'lS second stage of chlldhood Rousseau gu1des the act1v1ty of thez-

,Chlld not to productlon but to an understandmg of the relatlonshlps

"of thmgs in, 11fe 51tuat10ns.

'I'ne ch11d be1ng 1solated Erom soc1ety,_ h1s cur1051ty 1s~",:'

Y

naturally destmed to focus pr1mar11y on hlS relatlon w1th tbe ’



external ’wlorld, that is \with't'hings.-"!é acts upon things, 'and things

rece‘ivé his aotion-"- "A Chlld never attacks people, only thlngs...

: 'I‘nings, howeve‘r, do not defend themselves."?7 So the relatlon 1s

ba51cally that of domlnatlon, of ownershlp.. For thlS reason, the

._educatlon of Emlle leads h1m in chlldhood to a pr1m1t1ve notlon of

50 .

justlce~ conce‘rnmg “"what is ‘due to me '. The “]ust1ce ,of thls- .

stage correspondmg to the ch11d's emergmg pity as a soc1a1 passmn,

bears by nature a soc1a1 character.. This’ notlon of "le Mlen, e T;en"ﬁ_;

is,. though in a pr1m1t1ve form, the notion of "property Being-' led o

to understandlng property ‘as. the rlght of the flrst occupler

establlshed by hlS work the ch11d v1ews 1t -as the ba31s of an

.-act1v1ty for preservatlon and welfare,'and 1s remnded that "every one
‘respects other people s, work so that hlS own may be -safe. "98. ThlS :"

f}pr1m1t1ve notlon of property g1ves the uchlld @1 sorrt of moral o

’ V' 4 i~

'p051tlon of man over . hlS enV}roment and an egalltarlanx relatlonship

-‘between 1ndw1dual men.w‘- There 1s jno doubt 'f:that the educatlonal o




" Rousseau's ideas concerning the second stage of the state of .nature.

Gener‘ally, Rousseau s educatlonal prescrlptlon for the perlod
from 1nfancy up to the end of " chlldhood is a: recapltulatlon of the

process by whlch the man of anrmallty transformed h1mse1f ‘to-a man of

"5‘1 .

,and stupldlty" of 1nfancy and thro

the soc1ete nalssante who supported hlS .z“1ndependent and free" 11fe

, the savage society The chlld emergeigfrom the pr1m1t1ve "1gnorance

h hlS 1nteractlon w1th hlS

env1ronment precelves and utlllses the’ oondlt.lons of the env1ronment

1n order to fulflll hlS needs. The act1v1t1es of the ch11d whlch

began merely as a "mechanlcal"vresponse to external st1mu11, corne to

be controlled by hls emerglng reason 1n order to achleve a. useful and

’ "'good" result 'Ihus before the onset of preadolescence E:n1’le p though

he does ‘hot produce goods for hlmself or. for others, decorates hls

room, 1nvents pr1m1t1ve tools as hlS act1v1ty, fulfllls hlS growmg

. 'cur1051ty and experlences a sort of real work though a551sted by hlS |

'tutor, 1n ga-rdenlng.v I—le 1s, of course, st111 dependent on. others for _

hlS food hlS clothes, hlS shelter. In thlS sense, at the close of

‘ chlldhood, the ch1ld arr1ves at a pomt where 1n a 11m1ted area, he ,

- can . sustam an- 1ndependent and free llfe, one 51m11ar to the savage of

N

;: th the pr1mary materlals he .got. through hls smple work 1n nature.-

,.ﬂ

’ 'I‘he development of the ab111ty to act upon thlngs accordlng to the

4p1;1nc1ple of "ut111ty 1s f1na11y capped w1th a pr1m1t1ve notlon of

1 . ¥ v .’

o ;]ustice ooncernmg “-le»Mlen, le T1en",'_, whlch enables the ch11d to

PR

""estbl1sh ‘a soc1al relatlon w1th others on equal terms It 1s on the




himself as.a fully independent individual, at least in his ability to
preserve himsel_f.v o | |

WORK- INTRODUCED-. PREADOLESCENCE(l) = By the time work is

tain.“

‘1ntrod“u”ced“_1n preadolescenc
"-,precondltlons._ Flrst, he has acqulred enough physmal strength to

-'istart productlve work. “Even though he is not: yet mature, hlS physmal

t

'strength is now greater than h1s needs mlch are even less developed

. 1

s Rousseau puts ity "He would be ar feeble man, but he 1s a strong
",chlld.'-"gg' When the chlld's strenqth exceeds hlS needs he possesses a L

surplus strerr;th Just as"fthe man 1n the c1v1lls1ng process pa1d
P ."'.-.‘,': . o

"'attentlon to the future when hlS work produced more than he needed,

"‘ﬁ - *f,'

- the ch11d in preadolescence also "casts hls present surplus 1nto the DA
: 'v‘storehouse of thé,,-future,"l,00 namely 1nto hlS "head" and h1s "hands".,'f_‘ SRR

R . _, . ,_ 'F'A,v S
'Second, the* deveIoment 1h 1ntelhgence, stlmulated by h1s engagement

L

°~1n useful‘act1v1t1es and growmg cur1051ty, s enables the chlld to

.-,:"dlscern "what 1s good for hlm“ and "what lS not“ | and to understand

v

“A,'-"wl'lat constatutes hlS well belng"v.‘_‘_ He 1s then able to d1st1ngulsh

ork" from "play .. What 1s really useful" must be SOmethmg that
:‘{l"serves to procure vhat 1s necessary usmg a future perspectlve rather
: than an 1nstantaneous rat1f1cat1on of 1nst1nctual needs. 'I'nus play 1s , L

,.101

,_devalued as a mere relaxatlon, and work remams the only truly

B useful" act1v1ty.-,

..1-.,' L S . .




“1ndependent and free".‘ As the flrst condltlon for such, a\llfe ‘1"s.'the. S

_preservatmn of oneself the chlld when grown up, has to know how to

-~

‘suppott hlmself how to earn hlS food however c1rcumstance max
‘change.' Work SklllS are taught because they are the most rellable

’means of ensurmg that Bmle will be able to ma1nta1n hlmself in: hlS

; 53,

N

; future l 1 te . . F ortune v —hlgh‘ o 30c1 al—pos ﬁ:mn—and other— ‘pr~1-v-1—1»eges i~ '

'-whlch some men enjoy m the exlstlng soc1ety, are all subject to

change,vonce revolutlon comes (and Rousseau percelved 1t as.-

_unav01dab1e) and "the great becomes small the r1ch poor, the kmg a '

"commoner,"m2 all these soc1al advantages w111 be completely

"nu111f1ed. _ So the safest way to prepare t:he ch11d Eor the - future is

._'“to ralse hlm to the status of man, "103 in. wh1ch everyone preserves -

'-_hlmself by his own work f It 1s 1n thls cork:ext that Rousseau 1n51sts

"_.fthat the poor do not need thlS aspect of "educat1on . Belng already

w1thout v»ealth and havmg almost no chance of soc1a1 promot1on, the -

._b'.,'poor are already domg the work - 1mp05ed on them by destlny, in order
1
"to preserve themselves. 'Ihey w111 surv1ve as 1ong as the1r physmal

: strength lS ma1nta1ned. Emlle, chosen among the r1ch" learns how to

Ay

work and then equ1ps hlmself w1th an ab111ty by whlch he mll keep

- _‘1:h1mse1f from dependence on others.,',,j_ 7,'

: 'Let rogues conduct the affalrs of f'.ate, in your lowly rank
" you can:still be an ‘honest man and get a 11vmg.. You :walk -

- .- into the- first" workshop of your trade. -"Master, I want- work.v..v AR
,’"Commrade s take  your place and: work™.. Before dinner-time you . .
" have earhed’ your dinner. ' If .you ars. .sober " and . 1ndustr10us, Ll
- before the week 'is. out’ you ‘will have earnéd your - keep for - -

- ~another - week;: you w111 have ' llved in freedom, health fruth, o

e ’_mdustry, and’ rlghteousness 104

S(1ch purposes determme the crlterla for selectlng approprlate

work ("the partlcular trade"), to e taught to the child. - asa

.1"_" .



»

‘general cr1ter10n for the evaluatlon of dlfferent works, R)ussea’u

,adopts how "useful" and necessary" they are Eor l1fe, and how llttle _

'help they demand from others

...the art kthh 1s | most. generally useEul and necessary,'
«undoubtedly that which most deserves esteem,,and that art

~which requiires the least -help from others, is more worthy of

v _l honour than those which are dependent on other arts, since it

"‘Trequlre the pup11 to exerc1se hlmself 'in strength and courage.

u ‘ w1th humamty.

is— —freer—and-more- nearly-—mdependent._loﬁ = - — g

54
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-'_Therefore,* warnlng agamst vulgar pre]udlces, Rousseau . recommends '_"

manual work (trava11 manuel),\ work that anyone who has j‘xands can ..

-
I

perform, and "the nearest to a state of nature among "a11 the_

t

pursults by whlch a man may earn hlS 11v1ng. rI‘here are several,

- other crlterla for the selectlon of an appropr1ate trade. Fl»rst,vthe :

) work has to be su1tab1e to. the chlld's sex,' and f:'or chlldren, to |

" . their a e. E‘or exam le, "sedentary 1ndoor employments are.not
9 % _

:-’.__‘_"vsultable to boy because such works make the body “tender and.'
.':jeffemmate."log ’ Second unhealthy work 1s to be avoa.ded.v ’Ihe work.'
,jthe pupll learns must °nhance, rather than hlnder, proper phys1ca1
i .'g_"l'growth waever, th:.s does not mean that "d1ff1cult or dangerous "

work is not sultable, 1ndeed such work s preferable because 1t w111 "
,108

,\106. .

N .""Ihlrd, , rk whlch is 11kely to develop detestable qualltles in the.-,x'
. \ . B

= jpup11's mlnd must be excluded because such qua11t1es are "1ncompat1b1e_

..109

. "work : All these cr1ter1a reElect the bas1c concept oE work that by;‘ :

" ' :glvmg one the means to: employ approprlately one S facultles, 1t 1s_.-‘ .

) the surest means to preserve one 5 1ndependent and free llfe y .

B

L Unfortunately,-Rousseau glves no example of such‘

.__:_Bﬁj’rlng to these cr1ter1a, lbusseau selects the mrk of"‘:



carpenter as the most suitable "trade for Ehule. ‘It is clean,

useful easy to carry on at home, g1ves aliequate exer01se, calls Eor’
110

skill -and 1ndustry, produces goods with elegance and taste.

'Carpentry, in short, deserves the pupll s "tlme ..labour...trouble

’ 111 -

“and his "self." In carpentry‘Elnlle is to acqu1re suff1c1ent

55

_skill's'_. ..to rival the speed, the_farn‘i‘l‘iarxtyfand—the—d-rh-qence—o._ :

good— \«rorkmer"g."112
sk'ill As 'an ideal, .Emile is expe'cted to generalise, and apply the

7skllls acqu1red t other klnds of work.

He 1s ready for anythlng “He can handle the spade and hoe’, he ‘

S use the lathe, hamner, plane, or file; he is already
fam liar . with. these  tools which ' are common . to -many
trades...Moreover his ‘senses are acute and. well- practlced he-

knows  the principles of . the various. trades, ‘to work.-like ‘a

' comes from practlce 113 : L , . .

_"'Such generallsed SklllS prov1de a w1der adaptablllty to . future

"c1rcunstances.. 'I‘hus the soope of mstructlon m work must be’ w1de and' o

-,'veach sk111 must be taught in depth° '

._::-'-hls hand. at every trade you ‘show him, and do not leave it till

he has thoroughly learnt’ why everythlng is done so, or at

S 1east everythmg that has attracted hlS attentlon 114

Such an emphas1s upon the thoroughness of learnlng work skills
1s underpmned by a bellef m the p051t1ve effect of a manual"'
: occupatlon, whlch goes beyond a mere acqulsltlon of technlcal skllls.

) _,j,The 1ntent10na1 and purposeful exer01se of the body that such work"'

o -Aact1v1ty demands arouses unconsciously "thought and reflect1on" in the

»Ipupll s m1nd. It thus counteracts mental 1d1eness wh1ch would result.» .

m ‘an mhealthy use of the 1maglnatlon and help 11berate man from his

pass1ons.; 5 Intellectual curlos1ty 1s not a purely mental phenomenon

P

It is ‘thus acquire‘d"namely as a sort of speciali_sed»b '

- master of his craft he only needs experience, and experlence

-,;Whlle you take ‘him from ‘one workshop to another, let him try‘

o w



_ ablllty to derlve ca

""status of a ratlona—l- 15

o phllosopher whl.le:?he"

_1nto the education of_ > P dolescent‘&lmphes the completlon of a

- ratlonal judgment 1n hlS relatlonshlp mth other aen - m "mutual and°

but strongly connected with bodily activity which seeks an "outlet for

its energles. 116, ‘It isb,. in 'truth, "an "endless search for 'f'resh

117

means of satlsfylng one’ s 1nnate de51re for oomfort, ~and calls

forth mental elaboratlons whxch apply to -the physmal Work 1tself A»,_'

L]

pendulum—llke movement this takes place between the two poles,_

"physmal. and mental ‘ Undertaken in an actual productlve s1tuatlon,

56

’-the work of the pupll brlngs h1m to " an’ understandlng of the workmg, _'

Y
relatlonshlps of things, encourages the format1on of a ratlonal

e \a, L ey

'natural man; vho 1s fully capable‘of procurxng the necessary mater1alsa

-”for hls well belng whlle ma1nta1n1ng a - sense of moral Justlce and

1ndependent'."-'-‘~1ntercourse,. R B T,

S

‘We have examlned the precondltlons for 1nstruction -in work'

skllls 1n preadolescence, thelr purposes, thelr scope and depth, and"

/

lfthe effect vhlch they w111 have upon the development of the: pupll

Let us now turn to the " pedagog1ca1 process by whlch work .;;.s 1ntroduced""v‘
Q"'and developed . In Rousseau s educatmnal scheme, mrk is 1ntroduced -
':'.‘as a preparatlon for the future in a© 11ne that starts w1th the concept
:~.of nece551ty in mfancy, passes through that of ut111ty ~
‘.Fchlldhood and culmmates in a new educatlonal conceptlon of the"
act1v1ty of the Chlld for fu1f1111ng hlS needs 1n future actual 11fe

"slt’uatl‘o_ns. At f1rst the Chlld was placed m, and encouraged to act"

ults, and thus elevates hlm to the :
' makes the, pupll think like a

'Ihe 1ntroduct10n of work



upon, his env1ronment accordlng to the neceSSLty of nature.' Wi-th.the

"lappearance of "ralson sen51b1e he was gulded to control hlS actlons :

as'well -as hls passmns, accordlng to a consc10usly formulated

crlterlon of ut111ty _'I‘hese useful act1v1t1es glve rlse, at. the

'.beglnnlng of preadolescence, to a pr1m1t1ve notlon that the truly

-useful_act1v1ty_1s not_“play ' whhch 1s a. “relaxatlon" but "work"' :

57

L

whlch 1s productlon. wOrk is 1ntroduced -in preadolescence in’ order to

' 'prepare a useful "hand“ together w1th a useful "head" Eor the future

by utlllsmg@ e surplus strength characterlstlc of thlS perlod. '[hus PRt

vboth the Sklll and knowledge to be attamed are charged w1th practlcal u;

: value : Such ‘an educatlon, be1ng pOSSJ.ble only 1n an actual llfe

-~

~ 51tuat10n, presupposes a contlnuatlon oE the method wh1ch is grounded
"bon act1v1ty 1n1t1ateh by the ch11d hlmself Th1s means that the
".act1v1ty by wmch the pup11 learns hls work or trade should be ¥
"“undertaken in order to fulflll h1s needs by . hlS own efforg
'I'nerefore desplte the Eact that the learnlng of work 1s by de£1n1t1on
for the future, _1t must be motlvated by the need and - cer1051ty of the ; -

']'present and be applled to use whenever needed.‘v -

A dramatlc example oﬁ how 1earn1ng of approprlate work skllls
A

. -"‘;mlght occur 1& descrlbed in Book III of the Emlle., ’I'ne tutor makes a;

B present of the Book Robmson Crusoe to Emlle, who has been brought up

(,fv . S o . )
1n a, controlled country env1ronment _ Rousseau expects Emlle t0‘

. A..'

B _hlS .own "goals", hlS own plantat1ons" -

: Det h1m learn in detall, not from books but from th1ngs, all
-that: is  necessary: in such a case.” Let him think - he -

:? Roblnson hlmself let him seé hlmself clad’ in .skins, wearing a _
tall cap, a. great cutlass, all g1;.he grotesque get—-up of

.1dent1fy mth the hero. and to occupy hlmself w1th hls Swn. "castle ¥ R



AN -‘

‘Robinson Crusoe...He should anx1ously con51der what. steps ko
_-take- will this or: that be wanting. He should examine his-
- hero's condict; “has ‘he - anitted nothmg, is there nothing he . L
. could have done better? He should: carefully note his - e
‘mistakes, so .as not to fall into them -himself ‘in similar - R |
c1rcumstances, for.. you may ‘be sure he w1ll plan\out such a
-settlement for hlmself 118 ‘ - -

In thJ.s 1mag1nary 51tuat10n, whlch is actual‘ly the same’ as that in

'.what is approprlate Eor the problem—solutlon,. in other words, he” mustfv" ‘

",'&(hlnk and reason. : Second,,+he must possess the ab111ty to change

| whlch Bnlle is placed, Ehule elaborates by h1mself the necessary
measures -for solvmg ooncelved problems, and a55esses cr1t1cally the'
'-,hero s conduct ‘ Whether or not ‘a thlrteen—year—old would ‘be: able,

actually, to survwe in such an absolutely deprlved 51tuatlon 1s not. R o '. 3

o at 1ssue, _what 1s 1mportant 1s that hlS contacts w1th the env1ronment
',are percelved by hlm to ‘be slm1lar to those of Robmson Crusoe. _ F1rst SRR
:';_of all Ehule must Eorm approprlate judgment about Crusoe s 51tuat10n"._

‘.and from th1s, 1nfervf7-’what 1s necessary, that 1s, what 1s useful and'

v Sl

. 1externa1 cond1tlons 1n order to Elt them to hls,@wn use- An other o

[N}

'.._‘words, he. must mrk w1th hlS hands. 'I‘nls ablllty, _both‘-~' m'ental. and :
'phys1cal to surv1ve 1n a solltary s1tuat10n, is to be acqulred in. the PR
f ',‘flrst stage of tne educatlon 1n preadolescence through varlous‘?; o ]
’-,self—dlrected act1v1tles of the pupll Investlgatlng the settmg and,',_'.- . L

| 'rlsé;ng of the. sun, Emlle flnds out by hlmself a: number oE astronomlcal RS

'and geometr1ca1 relatlonshlps, at a Ealr he uncovers the secrets oE_ﬂ :

- .‘the oonjuror S duck and demonstrates what the conjuror d1d thls tlme

“'_by hlmself belng lost 1n the forest of Montmorency, sut‘fermg hunger

..;:‘_.'arxd thlrst, he dxscovers the vay out/ agam by hlmself 'I‘hese"t,"-'_‘f

o

act1v1t1es prov1de Bnlle w1th well developed ab111t1es 1n the “natural"" "

'.':»arts (arts naturels) .rl,,l!%;é, e

P



o . e ‘ ' R
’Ihe "natural .arts" are characterlsed by their being practiced

o | o
‘by a smglé /r}an w1thout "appealmg ‘o the help of.otherm still

iunspec1f1ed and mspec1allsed as a. "trade", they -a‘re so‘.simple ‘that

they do not requlre any sophlst1cated skill or. knowledge. 'I‘hey'are,,

however good enough to provlde for the ch11_

when he "knows no other happlness but food andifreedom.“]_f20

Str 1ct1y

59-

.\-

e b

,speaklng, the recap1tu1at1on of the phylogemc progress Erom the

-_or1g1na1, natural state to the soc1ete nalssante in the 1earn1ng of .

.work SklllS in: preadolescence closes with the acqulsxtlon of ab111t1es

. »

"1n these arts. waever, 11hsofar as the Chlld is. born in soc1ety and

must return to a soc1a1 11fe, and 1nasmuch as the mrk in the ex1st1ng’

,:soc1ety is. d1v1ded 1nto many sub—d1v151ons, maklng dependence on

R others 1nev1tablé; such a 51mple and smgle-handed mode ‘o£ product1on_ -

B % :
’74‘1s not enough to asupport an 1nd1v1dua1 , In order to secure an

- _somety -

4'preservat1:n Ain soc1ety cannot be guaranteed Thus the pupll must'

'move\from the »'"n”"tural arts tp the"'mdustrlal arts" (arts‘

o Tl i 121

,-'d‘1ndustr1e) Y whlch' requlre ‘the "cooperatlon of many hands. o \

N

It is. in th1s second stage of preadolescence that Ehule, by,

"]\earmng "1ndustr1a1 arts ' acqulres an- ab111ty to preserve hlmsel

,v.A ) ) .
"the fut;,ure. He thus attams a condltlon 1n v\hlch he enjoys a s;mllar('

v-‘,.:

_r

: status that whlch the mdependent and free" savage sustamed 1n'. '
.the second stage of the state of nature. 'Ihus,,?e educatlon ’of the '

- 1nd1v1dual natural man 1s completed and at ﬁls pomt the process :

¢ 0 B . L »

| .§

N

1'fe for the Euture the pup11 has £ 1earn"
'; ,certa1n spec1allsed arts. that are useful and valuable 1n the present' /

wlthout masterlng ‘at least one of these arts. one s-~




\‘leadmg to the age d'or of . the state of nat re has been fully

/

v Y

! v

recapltulated The 1ndustr1a1 arts, however, 1mp1

d1v151on of 1abour and therefore, the m&:erdependence of men. 'I‘ney-”'
-thus unavm.dably are 11nked ‘to the p0551b111ty of 1nequa11ty :and'*

"mjustlce. . Any. 1nstruct10n in . these ayts must therefore be prov1ded

e exlstence of a i

A

60

.evils o__f-the c1v1-1.state w1v1vl IQ_.@(aml_ned._l

w1th great dellberatlon and cautlon. A satlsfactory dlscussmn of,

"thls 1nstructlon wr11 be méertaken 1n *"»Ehe next chapter in whlch the

-

1]

proceSs of the fall frdn the state of nature and the or1g1n of the'

[N

S
h e, B : : < ; ' :
gt S O ML ’
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S T Work, the C1v1l State, and T Yy L : T
R : . the Soc1a115atlon of a, Chlld e

WOrk and the C1v11 State ‘.,,:'“ L e e e A

E‘AMILY AND PROPER’I'Y "?— "'Ihe-savage (e sauvage), a""_very'

dlfferent belng from A the savage man" (1 horrme sauvag_) ’ ex1sted 1n an )
emerg,lng soc1ety anc’i 1n ‘a changlng 51tuat10n. 'Ihese changes :Ln the - !

erds or "loose assoc1atlons

and eventually Eamllles. : \

3

1n1t1a1 famllles were merely an extensmn of ,"'1obse‘.," L )
“Eachs .jnember of a. Eamlly was “free" and the S

. . o w:' PQQM . »
ec1procal attachment" 'that tled the members was physmal rather than ‘»

emotlonaJ. At he early stages of the development of the f—amlly,;

"'there" ,-had been ‘marrlages,_but there had never been 1ove."»2 ' "'.‘ -l |

: or, 1ndeed, ,w1thout belrg seen by the flrst one.?'._ y

?ollaboratlon




_ee gy

1t was d1rected to a con'mon cause, that is, the preservatlon of each_

';:‘other; or1g1»nally, however, such a cooperatlon, .or mutual

~aSSistance" was an hab1tual rather than a’ planned or: controlled'
'act1v1ty by fam11y members on the ba51s of ratlonal calculatlon or_’, .

1ntent10nal, ourposeful accord" between them.. 1E‘ach member of the B

68

__‘—fanily“stayed—w1 th 1n—the —fam 1ly smply —because—1t—~was convement—.and'~ -

el
. he’ or she was used to.~1t In sp1te of the looseness in organlsatlon,

. ‘rhowever, the fam1ly was to outs1ders an 1mpenetrab1e whole-" "Each

v8

'v famlly was sufflclent to 1tself,=.and perpetuated 1tself through'
1ntermarr1age. 4: ‘Men in thlS early stage were "1solated in’ _thelir-_‘
g"fam1l'1es, w1thout any comnumcatlon nd w1th other Eamllles _ Bythe
_?._members of a fam1ly strangers were percelved in the same way as other.-:-""

, competltlve an1mals. , Such a total separatlon of Eam1ly f:'rom"'famlly

rlmplled- a rather host11e and compet1t1ve’ attltude along51de th

-

: 1nd1fference v«hmh came from the lack of 1ntercourse. Bemg 1gnorant’.

of the allens,_thelr fll‘St 1nst1nctua1 response to them was to protect i

K

N

: --gat they had obtamed w1th1n ‘the famlly

g

*v’x o outSJ.de the famlly.. W1th1n the famlly the hablt of "11v1ng together

wl.‘

: 'b.certaln emotional solldar1ty in conjugal love -and "paternal‘-,__," )

,L,-_.

-act1v1ty,.. result.ed 1n the emergence of the conscmusness of conmonj

.?omerShlp, and on thls

p3%

Such a pecullar s1tuat10n oE the 1n1t1a1 fam1ly prov1des.-'.<

useful clues t-b "ewplaln the nature of relatlonshlps both w1th1n and;"‘;

Z:__",v_and oonfromﬁng external challenges together enabled members to Eorm a’’

ground the development of san_ 1ntra—fam111al_"}-

‘d1v151on of labour mmdin;'i':..the hut and thelr ch1ldren" belng women s

'J'j'jaf*fectmon . 'I'nese emot1onal t1es, comblned w1th common econom1c"




« s . Lo . . ‘ :};T, ‘
L '*5ob" and going’ abroad in ~search. of thelr oonmon sub515tence men's.
. task. . S the family in the ' natural soc1ety ,' or the soc1ete.
‘ nalssante, was establlshed as an extensmn of the 1nd1v1dua1 self

just as the "love w1th1n the fam1ly, an advanced form of "pity" , is:

an extens&on of amour de soi. Man became t1ed by e'notlonal affectlons',

———and—certam__feel1ngs_of.common_dest1ny,_n_evertheless, he st111

remalned "free .S in: Fbusseau S conceptlon no contradlctlon is.

presumed to have ex1sted in. the natural fam11y between the 1nd1v1dua1-_ -

somethirg that 'completed the 1nd1v1dua1 in an enllghtenedxs1tua.t10n,

securmq_ly/pres%fvatmn by common efforts and complementlng what 1s' -
absent in pne sex w1th what 1s present 1n another sex. o

In' the precedlng chapter we have ~'s'ee'n »that' Vwith‘ the“

B estabhshment of famlly a. sort of property 1s 1ntroduced* ) I—bwever,v

,

the famlly dld not 1ead dlrectly to ‘the conventlon oi‘:F oroperty

membe.r and ‘the’ fam11y as ‘a v\hole. - Famlly 1s percelved rather as

) Rousseau S conceptlon,__ partlcularly 1n the Essa1 sur 1 Orlglne des o b

.

__rl‘l‘:‘fiv the - fam11y is: regarded -as somethlng natural rather ‘than af s

' ,"-,_'.post—natural soc1a1 1nst1tutlon. ‘ "In the early ages [thlnks Rousseau] :
| | men, scattered on the surface of ﬁgﬁfearth had o soc1ety but that of:. g
.ffamlly, no laws but that of nature, o 1anguage but that of gesture
."iand certaln 1nartlcu1ate sounds.!.?f.

5 -.‘_."’-"excluswe‘ r1ght" over certaln valuable thlngs, and suc) hj a "1ega11ty“
i'was formed only when property as an Ob]e"t was defended,. not by_.]:’
phys1cal force,_but by a conventlon" a"grnong men: and among dlfferent-
"l'_'_famllles.b_v In order for property to appear, therefore, the natural

".'-fanlly had ‘o have permanent relatlons w1th other famllles. How theni 3

By defmltlon, property is . an



L
!

-

~In order to explaln this, Rousseauf!once again refers” to
changes in the nature of the mrk act1v1t1es of men. 'I‘he environment .
sometlmes changed so dramatlcally that the 11fe of men was severely

—*———_—threatened by_such_L'acc1dents _as_| floods, earthguakes ’ storms, the

.70

. 1
seasons. “In . the or1gmal natural state, men had to accept such

,-chan'g'es,l -dylng of hunger, thlrst and flre._' But ‘ w1th the T
enhghterment"‘ whlch man had attamed through prs prevmus responses ;

: to the env1ronment he. now - tr1ed to overcome these natural dlsasters." g

-
s

by collaboratlng w1th hlS fellow men. : Such an attempt, already:
gettmg%yond the capac1ty of a smgle famlly, 1nev1tably transformed

strangers into nelghbours, and, by the t1me man began to bu11d hls' ’

sem1—permanent dwe lmgs, he had already come out of the fo'

3

formed pr1m1t1ve comnumtles, and developed "popular 1anguages" wh ch T

- B .
. L

were to replace "domestlc 1anguages. T

-...Mer:g, mo had up to now been rovlhg in the wood ‘,*by takmg
““to a ¢jpore “settled. mannerp of 1life, come gradually’ together, .
SRR ~ form separate bodles, andiwat length injevery country arises a .
e '.’dlstmct nation, - umted in. ch’aracterq and manners, not’ by’
R ’ _regulatmns or.‘laws, but by mlformlty “of 11fe and - food,. and"

" the - comaq ‘influence -of *iclimate. Permahent[» nelghbourhood
" could ‘ot fail to. produce
‘dlfferent fam111es .8 '

t ‘:““ ‘I‘ne formatlon of ne1ghbourhood by the need for collaboratlongmeant, on. ':

the one hand, an extensmn of the coex1stent mode of llfe w1th1n the,',z

»‘ . -

fam11y to a corrmumty level, estabhshmg certaln permanent relatlons,_.

between fam111es, and, on the other hahd, the consolldatmn of theu

g famlly 1nto an . 1nd1v1dua1 pr1vate domam. .

o et . .‘ . . Lo
RIS . » R L ) - L . e

c

in atlme, some connectlon between,-,

‘Ps"ychdlog:ff:‘alxly,.,v ) the ﬁ'vvn‘e_w_-.,,v 11fe | 1n a . _'permanent ; or O




_—aroused_m“the—savage the passmns—of~ vankty—and contempt" as— welleas -

‘semi—perm'a‘ne'nt,' .relationsh\ip with outsiders" .prov.ided“ abundant .

o

'_opportumtles for man to compare hlmself with others. Thl‘s, in time,"
Cded to a soc1a1 plty and to love, “a sentlment tender and sweet "9‘

'glvlng rlse to the ideas ‘of beauty and merlt and to the feellng of

“shame and : envy.

'preference.. 0'1 the other hand the new concept of nelghbourhood'

L4

,.10 These passmns,. characterlsed by the term

-f,amour—propre, arlse when man compares hlmself w1th others, whlle the“”»‘

passmn of amour de soi 1s concerned solely with self—suff1c1ency

~"Compar1ng self w1th others amour—propre 1s never satlsfled and never. -

can be "ll Bemg unable ko - be content w1th mere oreservatlon,

G

“ wamour—propre demanded the savagé place h1mself 1n a better p051tlon,

"relatiVe" and art1f1c1a1 sent1ment, belng 1n confllct w1th p1ty,-,'_

o

measure. =

be_super_lor' have more, to enjoy more than, others. 'Ihis

fermented a new 51tuatlon whlch was to be solved by a pr1m1t1ve soc1al Ll

B SN

, " .

, As the "prlvate oonnectlons" of the savage “became every day'
’extended, a certam settlement of confl1ct1ng passmns had to be made,. S

evolutlon of "reason or "morallty

te . . ' . - Sy

’wlth 1mpun1ty Hence arose-the .first obl1gat1ons of . c1v111ty

f.,',- even among savages, and ° every intended injury- became .an -
* . affront; because, besides the hurt which might .result from it,

the- party 1njured was certain to t'1nd in-it a contempt for his .

__‘-.'person, whlch was’ oEten more 1nsupportable than the hur’E"

" ltself... . TR G S SRV . *

AR

. ZE:»F R R

o “As Soon ‘as men began to value one. another, -and the 1dea of

A """‘Eonsflderatlon had ‘got .a ‘footing “in the mind, every one put in S
% .. . his'claim to 1t, and it became impossible to refuse it to any;

"f;'more 1nt1mate", and a,? the llmlt of 1nter fam111a1 relatlonshlp became"._." SR

bat leasE at the conmunlty level 'I'ms was poss1ble only w1th the :

Cotr



Thus,‘ as every ‘man pmlshed the oontempt shown him by others,

in  proportion . to his opinion of - hlmself revenge became,‘ .

terrlble and men bloody and cruel...12

Affront and revenge were the ba515 of the first morallty ’ pecullar'
to the’ savage mo, still "equally confmed by rnstlnct and reason to

the sole care of guardlng hlmself agalnst the mlschlefs whlch'

__..____threatened hlm ,_regarded physmal force as’ the mlque means of.'

solvmg confl 1cts . -

, ..Morallty began to appear in “human . actlons, ind every one,
. before the institution of law, was the only judge and.avenger -

of  the. 1njur1es done him, so that the goodness which. was

-su1tab1e in ‘the pure state of nature . was no 1onger proper in . ‘ o

.. “the' " new born. state‘ of -50c1ety [5001ete naissante].
‘v-%';Pumshments ‘had to .be . made ' more - severe, as opportunltles of
,:-';-i;;_rc“-;‘%offendlng became more: - frequent, ‘and . the- dread of vengeance ‘had
'to take the. place of 'the’ rlgour of ‘the’ 1a‘v~ 13

It was at the t1me when physmal forces were subsumed under the new . -

not‘lon of mora11ty that "le Mlen"‘became soc1ally dlstlngulshed from'-

I

i Regardlng the or1g1n of property, Rousseau holds two seemlngly

contradlctory v1ews '_ At the beglnnlng of the "Second Part" ‘of the .

‘r’\?\.‘.

negallte, Rousseau says ' "'Ihe flrst person who, havmg fenced off .o

plot of ground, took 1t 1nto hls head to say thlS 1s m1ne and found .

‘people smple enough to belleve hlm,‘ was the true founder of c1v11f o

- ’soc1ety."}4

N ’property as’ the rlght of . the flrst occupler 1s also held “in -the‘

WV";Contrat Soc1al 1n an exp051tlon of the necessary condltlons for a_"

";.‘ . vfproper proprletorshlp. 5 On the other hand,‘m the same Inegallte‘

_ Rousseau afflrms another theory of property as the rlghb over the

' 'product of one' 'S work Bt o AR _' "V -

'I‘hls or1g1n 1s so much the more natural, as 1t is. meosmble._

'I'ma "a1 "flrst occupler theory. 'I'ne not1on of,‘v._' 3




’,’I‘he "f1rst occupler" theor, ' belng consonant w1th the Lockean v1ew of -

to conceive “how. property can come from anythlng but manual
;1abour- for what else can a man add to thlngs which .hé does

‘It is the husbandman's labour alone that, giving him.a title.
" to the produce of the ground he has tilleq, .gives him a, claim

N also to the land itself, at least till harvest; 'and so, from

year to vyear;  a constant possessmn whlch 1s easily

:J iy | _ "transfonned into property 16 S Dot .e

»

- not originally create, so as to make them hig own property? .

ro %

?9.

‘aspect of the property Man may occupy ground and sow seed but it 1s : o

- ‘of strongest" S

serve to égglam 1ts orlgln, partlcularly m the age of reas%n. i In

.-'property as. a’ donatlon by God to all men, lays ernpha51s on the natural o

iy

LY

g ¢
o not man - but nature t&at prov1des the dround and makes the seed grow -

G :
andbbear frult. ‘The land 1tself belongs to no partlcular personc but-'-"'

Lo

:"f"to men 'in conmon._; so, “property as. an- occupatlonr 1s justlflable,

}only when "the Frults of the E:arth" produced by ‘van 1nd1v1dua1'

'property ‘are the "pecullar part" necessary for hlS preservataon..”""

. ¥

\) ,('.A

| "Rousseau seems to have used this. theory on the one "hand to cr1t1c1se"_‘_.

s

) the : ex1st1ng., . avar1c1ous property system, and on. the other,

% e I

;:l_-"descrlbe the nature of - 1r11t1a1 "mora11ty" ﬁqich was. generally the‘“law'“ .

. . - . - 0'.
~Ne T “ . t.

- s : Y

;é: .

.‘.g ‘

".as a conventlon among dlfferent persons,\mere occuoat on. Wi’l},.-"no’t}

q»

»., ‘u,,;,

Dy
v-‘

',from a purely natural state to a man—made 5001a1 state, «and f

P"“._'_property 1s presun‘ted to have appeared 1n a soc1ete nalssa%t_e_, Xot at‘;_”v'
' 'once but 1r1 the serles of conf11cts between dlfferent 1nterests, the

two theorles of the orlgm of property may be . understood as successwe'v-h'

- . Co. ; - Lo . "o‘_.‘“

B

waever, 1f the e:clstence of property 1s to be account:ed"_t‘or’ .

V,_order to legltimately clalm a plot of land as hlS 'prope;‘ty,man ‘had tof-,,"'.‘ -

".If hlstory 1s percelved hypothetlcally as a’’ process of degradatlon R




R 74
ss..
- -,c,‘.. contradmtory theorres.. At flrst property-'came about because of the‘

occupatmn of land however, 1t 1ater appeared as, a Eru1t oE\ one 'S”

.‘.g‘-;-x _ Iabbur. 'l'ms 1mp11es that the concept of prqperty was an hlstor\}cal P &

"“ uv".

phenomenon "a conseqtience dE foregomg develo\pmentsl' Wlth the concépt :

. - . e r“ Lve i .
'_%'LOf—‘pmpertJy“ —the—jmit—-c'f——one s__labour .t_the rlght of the flrst m
ﬁ' k B i, " i’“«ﬁ B
T occupler 1s legltmused m’eanwhlle, 1t ]US thls labour fru1 .. Fey
; " o w Sy R .- Y S k
g that restrlcts the occupatl.on of, land’ to an amount by wh1ch
) .’I. : “ ) e R A co.
ey pmeserve h1mselzf by worklng on lt 'IhlS is. the posxtlve aSpect of L
C property wh1ch Rousseau/ sees in’the "hatural spcxety" e
' tre g, » L ,_, ‘_\ K :'\7\'9_ : L " - . o :
b:..;;,_' .. . ‘ri . ‘_.‘ o ihy j" . T . S g . S e Sl

‘; L In the néwly A/emerged commum.ty, man began tq cla m 2% 1u51¥e

rlghts over certam thlngs under hlS o&:upatlon, and peoph be;an to~ = {

»

(L .WEePt and approve th}s. The re;‘u‘lt‘:.» w% a+ sort ) of' ’S‘O?Jal‘ _ ) ,-
&« nco‘nventlon . % 'I!nes ro.%e of Physmal force 1n aChlev@lrﬁp suc;_ . '. d

- co,gWentlon 1s explalhed -11:1 the fol‘lowm& Quote- .',j; v u : jd'o

: ';As, however, the stronge'," -'f"'_”e probabi;v‘téhe flrst to tﬁnld o B
. themselves”huts ‘which they £S1 ’tf-hﬁmselves able to defend(,'. it'

s o may be concluded that. the, weéak fHund--it.much easier and safer 7"
SERTRIECIE . RN o3 1m1tate, -thdn " to- attem to dislodge ‘them;... and" of those s
.. i - who.were once. provided huts$% none cod‘ld have ap‘X/ ‘inducemept: to - i
‘:'approprlate"that of his’ nelghbour ; Mot indeed 'so. mygh because

. ww 7,0, ¥it.did not-belong. to” him,- .as . because it could be Of no use;. N
: ‘ and, he - could ‘not make h1mse1f master of it-'without .exposing =~ =
T hlmself t:o a desperate battle w1th the. fam1ly wh1oh Occupled R
‘ 'The confllcts over prlvate 1nterests multlplled affronts and revenges, Q:.f B \

f 'maklng men 1ess patlvent and dlmlmshlnc; thelr naturalacompassxon}sj-..]'

':'.'_’."'Ihe emergence ‘of proper'ty as a‘ conVention to be reSpgcted by all

.:.'1mp11ed a truce to the hostlle relatlo of men whlch were aroused by -

- ur—propre,_and only by.thls measure oould men satlsfy the1r amour

o »o « -.'\,‘.

ERCEENE .»de'*sm 1n a c1v11 sﬁ':uatlon.- z R A P L S

. , .
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Gener%lly speakmg, the esta”bhshments of Eamlly and property

were the external phenomena of the soc1allsatlon that the 1ncreasmg

“

&productnnty oﬁ hﬂman work nec&mated, rIhat man came out oF the g

",v‘,.f b’ A . . JQ" ‘ »‘ :
forests arx} bégan to‘ se%tle in a permanent. or sem1 pérmanent, :
4 t v

: "’-.

dwellmg';vmeant‘ thatr' 3n to a%d to huntmg oand flshlng, : '{j" .
g Al el M S

%13

'I'hat themconcept_of_property

v

—————amma;l—bﬁec{i— X a&ﬂ—a—sortgoé—ga rdem ng
‘ %? appeared 1n 'thls new phase of the development of work 1s ref:*kected 1n

' .-; e ) -

",ROusseau s view . W(} the 1n1t1a1 Eorm of property was«""lands and‘“ -

G (3 P
"?Q Such new mrks were pregnan%;mth

Sy cattle. .

L\' ) '*

B rap1d 1ncrease of producbWI-ty whmh, would soon d ‘

%

O - q‘

precondlt?mn for mal@talglncj'."natural SOCIetY"'

. R SN I '
T undertake "only what a smgle personlcould accompl@s%{.

o
e o e ERE %

neceS'smatmg the "joint labour? of several. '

-~‘ '”..r‘

‘th% {%ace of*the second stage of the state of nature was

N ,tran51t1onal SN RIS

)\' -ﬂ ‘x"“”" '

b % THE CRE:AT REVOLUTION ’Ihe most . 'uc.lal development ;q'_._n, v .’5;_:

S = ( -
“brmglng%e stat\e of nature to ‘an, end was, accfzdlng to Rousse’ the PO
Yo T Vo . S '

' 1ntroduct:10n of two arts agrlculture and metallurgy. .Rous;eau» calls

p the tremendous change brought about by these arbs,,.a "great rev?u}&on"" K
N : ] \’ "'“." , . .
(grande L"%volutlon) 'I'ne hlstqucal 51gn1f1can?<:e of these arts was '

Profound ‘Pﬁ.f 4_ T .'" ' "“-;.","-f ~' .

) . . “ el k. -
- - oy

N4

.

) ~9r—.

'-_theoretlcal p1cture of the second stage of the state of nature - the




Y : . . A - B .
Lo ‘ “_f‘;, . - . . ”3’ .. IURA . ?9“« ! 1,“'_
T '.;.: "s . e e
"natural soclet(y \Jtrhe;e productlon of the savage was only sufflcxent

teir’ L to, enable him to&gul;flm hls iégnediate needs. Thﬁanks to hlS work he

o _:was abhe to enjoy hlS 1elsure and make play aﬁ occupatlon of men

cgy

. . AT .’s- ‘1‘;“ R i
and" womén. .3' Bemg concerned Wlth "present and apparent 1nterest"

o s L A
L the savages were perfect‘ﬂ“strangers 0 - fore51ght~ and were SO far from

[

A troubllrg themselves about a d1stant future, that they hardly thouﬁc

X

. .- . '.N!) ’." .

R v

Sl S “ N |

prospect of draw&ngwgy'advamtage

of the morrow. 24 Agréculturaé act1v1ty, however, requ1res a "consent

. 3

to rm’nedlate 1oss, in no,rder to,’ réaaﬁ a futu;:& galn - a’ precautlon very
.~*-' - res) . .

- forelgn to the turn of

"

shch “unc0mm0n courage and

fore51ght; to undertake so 1aborlous

Eé ¥ Pooar

A T e
.’\h '.

an 1mportant

AR
1‘. “‘V

,vﬁ "_A R
: "t

’ : ,‘. B . ) C e W - K i.‘ ) ;‘, - _ ".‘ L . ‘l‘ : :‘r
1 \V% o ' Lvy % 3
9cdndJ 'sthe advance 3 1n ﬂthe work of@en represente%g by

véq;
:
R

- : B 4

of 1ndustr:y .‘

T The 1nventLo of t&xe other arts must therefore have been
'necessary {) compel” manklnd to 3 ply thems‘elves

agrlculture“— No ‘sooner . were | art

. 'wanted to: “smelt” and
PR - to ‘maintain: them, _the
more ha > oyed in’ manufacfures, the sfewer. ‘wera’ left
to . proy Safs.for. the ‘common sub31stence, though the ' nuber of-;

ST gidkiths -t "_furmShed mth food remained thé same: ‘and some
s _;reqmred comfodities: in exchange for - thel/r/ iroh, the fest at '
"~ length’ d;scovered the © method of maklng

' “husbandry - and . agrlculturebwere estabhshed on the one.: ‘hand,
-7 ‘and the_art . of worklng metals and multlp],ylng thelr""uses on,

where men Were sélf-suff1c1ent w1th1n thelr famllles, thlS new phase

of human work vas revolutlonary 1n that 1t ~detnanded, a> general
~;nter_—;dep_ende_nce-, among.-men'.; The peasant needed extra amounts of

N

_ iron ‘Sarvl for. the . .
*- multiplication ' of ‘comuodities. ~ By “This ‘means - the arts of”

Sy .3
h 'S% distant -a': . ...

‘ N "I - 'V“ v
i ’y“'psycholog 1ca1 ch;@e 1n marg,a}one. nec:essarya for Oagrlc ul tuﬁe to appeﬁw

'a"

t” @ N - A ;'. J
PRI : o Ry . Y Al e v
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R L 3

\'..‘b

v-.the other 27 U SO w_"
Compafed mth the ex15t1ng mode of 11fe 1n the "natural soc1ety "y

-



Lo o , Vo

- '.' "".‘ «} PR

i'ron and other goodﬂ

wh1ch he d1d not produce.- mly by havlng "enough prov1smns for two g A'; :

l

%tead of one, could he Eeed hlS amour-propre._ '}hlsw meant that work

N [N " N
" o . S ) N ,-..“"' ,."
'

d . . ' Q‘
was necessary to own, the means Eor mor’ép product“l

Psycmmré"l denegdst | wel Ly

'I'hlrd : 2 dlvqsmn of labour awakened men to ;he nece551ty of

\ P r..' {

producmg as much Jas poSs1b1e and‘ made property the concern of the

R R
BT \whole ';soclety Under the new condltlons of the lelSlon of labour, .

._,.

i

"'pLay“ becomlng a. useless

PPN o 2

.\f,,i‘

f;_ ...the strpngest d1d more work-~ the most. %sklllf;'ul- -turned hls

‘work’ ‘tQ. best’ account *thé -most._. mgenlous dev13ed mef:’ﬁods of -

dlmlmshmg hlS work the peasarﬁ*_ had more need. fot: iron, or g

th% smltb Eor wt#&at. and while both wgrkmg equally, ong’ man

'aea d oy much and another man scarcely enough to, support his

a@ ng~2, A A
SR LT e

..,_‘l

v

became metamorphosed from a means of self—sufflclency to an es'sentlal

] ) ‘» e R L ‘
for ieﬁdless~ accumulatlon. S -
‘. ‘ y } —v‘. b o .“:)_": K
e B L ‘.‘

» : o ( R : - "'a - L . . R .
Fourth,. the ' neeéIk for more goods was accelerated by ‘new

ane - .) IR : ' .»‘. P

‘.:Behold then all human Eacultles developed, memory and
_:1mag1nat1on in - fu}l play, >kamour-propre 1ntere§ted . reason
,‘.'.;"actlve ,tand: the  mind ‘almosE¥ at the - hlghest goint of «its.’
perfection. ‘Béhold all “the ‘natural” qualltles in’action, ‘thé .

rank and oondltlon of every man - a551gned him; not. merel his.-.

- share of property and his power to serve or: injure oth , ~but
-also “his ‘wit, beauty,, strength or’ skill, ‘merit,,or ,‘ lents-:
“‘and ‘these being the: Jonly- qualities .capable conmandlng

‘_,respect, 1t soon became necessary to. possess or to affect

’ B

s . : A LR P
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It was in thls "thlrd and last stage thatlamour—propre became to ‘

" o prevall 1n the- mmd of man.31 The ‘effect of th1s ‘was - to lead man to
'demean hlmself to a selflsh enlmal and became a slave to hlS vamty._,

0'1 the one hand, .to be" . was no longer the same as "to seem to be" '

G Concealmg hlS selflsh ambltlon, man behaved as 1f he were benevolent~

o

In order to pursue h1s selExsh 1nterest man _-} I
' ...m‘hst have been sly and artful in hlS behav1our to some, and e
’ "ous and’ cruel to others being t;nder a kind of. nece551ty o
g all the' persons of. whom he stood .in need, when he

s L could not’ frlghten. them. 1ntoiicomp11ance, and dld not judge it. .
S _g”‘»' C A_;h1s mterest to be useful 1o, them 2 . A RO,

O’lvrthe other hand, man now was, 1n consequence of a mult1p11c1ty of
o 4 v . _
new de51res, brought mto "subjectlon to all nature N

the poor, and ,the unbrldled passmns of both, suppresSed the crles of

. 3 ..each became in -some’ de@'re#ﬁa “Slave en in- becommﬁ the R &

7 o master of: other ' men: . .if rlch" they S ood in meed of ‘the . -

. A s 5,, ') ‘services of others‘, 1f$'p$or'}°’of their a551stance .and even a .-, .

: ,» - middle . cqndltlon* dﬂw., not wabl@ them to do w1thout one e

B T anot;her 33“ o ,., B DT , ot

' _ 2

e prof1t1ng at the expense of others."34 o u ‘:.“-" -
S e Flfth the selflsh drlve of man for wealth nat the .expense of -

. )‘ . [ 4' .- LRI “ ~-

3. ? others” d1v1ded the whole‘ soc1ety 1nto '“rlch" and pooy“, n'iardng VL_:.:;J

L _ ' confllct 1nev1table between them "Usurpatlon by the‘rlch, robbery by ' )

e g

<' natural oompassmn and the st111 feeble v01ce of justlce, a?xd f111ed

;3.5 Peace was broken. 5 "'Ihere:_ o

w% “e SRRERTA
_ nded" but m ’oattles and Ll el
’ ‘ bloodshed "36 'I‘ms most horrlble state of war (le plus horrlble a




L .79,

- . . . . . Yoo N . . o T

etat de guerre) was that Wnlch closed the state of nature. S .

TN Y : i

: . o RS . - . B t . . . N B “_,V
. A .‘.,r SR ) ““l_ . o T ] «.'1'

The cruc1a1 moment 1n the destructlon of the peace ‘of- the
‘ oy 2.

prev1ous stage ms that vhlch brought‘ "1ron" and4° "wheat" 1;Jto the L

’

savage soclety But 1t ‘is ndta ‘that Rousseau does not blame thls

A 3% e ' "1 o o

. \development for the Pbbbsean state of "war of ‘a1l agalnst all""_;;‘};r.ﬁ,,.&'-]

Y

Rather he attrlbutes "all ,the ev1ls of thlS stage to the "effects of " i

"proper-ty."?? Although the techmcal progress of ‘the, mtura‘t“gﬁate,‘ o

'crOWned by the d1v1slcon of labour, destroyed 'he J,nd1v1dua1

'_self-suff1c1ency of the savage enclosed mthmf*hls famlly, what wasz ‘
TR L SR ' e ‘_ R
‘. _-szici_ous‘ as- nd% thls, %gt» the new ecqnomlc, sltuat"ipn whlch ““formed R SN

" man \s u

lfxlment of hlS needs.to be gependent \spo&n 1nter-1nd1v1dual,, .

s or 1nter farnllbal exchange. Man«now had to depend on others for what: '\' » :
[ A ‘& o e . . w (} i?v‘ LT

he?,‘rg.gdga but - o
L B »:.' S ‘ _ %
tnas unjUSt and unnatural one,, - g
., L % “ ; S l“ X )

LSRR

progress, but thos-é” deve‘lbpments m soc1a1" 1nst1tutlons whlch e
C necess1tated the struggle of selflsh 1nterests, and compelled man to e
: seek the satlsfactlon of h1s vanity by means of the 1abour of others. .
Property is. smgled out as the target of cr1t1c1sm becaguse 1t was the f_.: R
" mdlspensable 1nst1tut1onal weapon to domlnate, both m productlon and .
) :,. .‘_ .. s ’ . P "' : . M bt .,." . . N . . s :
- Rousseau‘s host1le attlvtude to property has been _/sometlmes
v - . R . : ..‘.. "“.‘ . - -
exaggerated“?l for example, by Roger D. Masters who c,lalms_ “Even RER
=3 i : el , Te

n .{ men 'by creai:mg_xu_ﬁﬁerences m wealth that,' force every man to depend

. L on others for hls surv1val "38 ASuch an explanatlon, vx‘ewmg property

j:';'l* o . ~ ) .




of nature was,i

v n_a,tur:e‘.

,v.
.

! The war

m tﬁe fmal stage of t:he statej'

accorél ng £ Rousseau, not
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%

and the world@o ngpﬁerty, once est%llshed

xsned 'betweea man’

i as an 1nst1tﬁt10n, and as characterlsth of the "system of fa%'tua.l
KB

: r‘elatlons establlshed 1ts~9‘wn laws of momentum, to whlch man was

PR e

ubJugated Independent of the w111 of the 1nd1v1dual man," thlS

SR

system °f property Changed lncessantly the ' relatlons and 1nterests""."'"'
\ R of men dr1v1ng them to a state of “conbmual fluct lon.", :1 Nelther-,‘ P

"rlch“ 'h’o' poor enjoyed stablllty 1n thelr soc1a1 p051tlon.",

"Eree—w111;' of man, but by an. ext Fnal erce whlch was"‘determmed byv"-

TR

.“Q’i ,

IR . T L T
oo ~the " factual relatlons" 3 Rousseat}* thlnks such a state

_fluctuatlon" was, percelved by both "rlch“ and

"y »

nelther r1ch nor poor could
. . lu) >
o3
'I:‘r‘ s.--_
S "43

. a111es of hxs adversarles.

e \ ...After . “Q&ng represented tQ his" nelghbours the horror of,‘.
prti s situatiof S Ech / armed. | every. mar\ -agajnst : the rest;. and ‘made
Pud T :“_-'*~the1r possessmn ‘as burdenSome to’ them as thelr wants and 1r\»,,"-‘
S T Uighich no. safety - could: be,. expected e1ther ‘m ‘riches “or -in.’
S .4.-'i-4-vfpoverty, he' L’eadlly devised: plau51b—1e arguments ‘to. .make . them
w7 cloge with his de51gn. ‘TLet us “join", said he,-"to guard ‘the '
UL i weak frome oppression,; to- restram ‘the,, anbltlouS, and o ‘sécure
Lo oo every . man ‘the. possessm bt what belongs o) hlm--' let 'us -
.0 institute: rules.of . justice. and:peace,: to which” all". without

.- exception may’ be obllged to"‘conform;  rules ®Hat’may in.some. ‘.-
Lol 0Tt measure’ make amends: for* the’ caprices". of - fortune by subjectlng;f;' '
R -,.'equally the powerﬂﬂ and weak t;o t;he observance of rec1procal'r»




.wce v obllgatlons. “let us, in a. word, 1nstead of turmng our forces A
no ""‘T ; against ourselves, collect them in-a’ supreme: power which may"

govern us by wise laws, protect and defend all ‘the members. of -

~ association, repulse the1r common- enemles, and malntaln o
’1eterna1 harmony amorg us 44 o / , IR : ( _

Thus were establlshed moral" 1nst1tutlons' through a soc1al

Y]

conventlon. . 'Ihe proposal of the »rlCh was, as . C w Hendel 1nd1cates,

°to g1ve mutual guarantees to respect the x15t1n; property and c1a1rns
. - L s -y

of¥each—other—the—rlch—assured of——thelr
45 &

of onl"v‘ Although the r1ch were astute

"'\

thelr fool 1sh prospect vt

)

enough to foresee that such a contract would secure thelr selflsh,

| 1nterest, the poor - “‘so barbarous and ea511y seduced" - coulds not :
e S N . W

read the hldden-tnck ’Ihe pobr thus thought 1t exped1ent "to
t ll46

-,sacrlflce one part of the1r f‘reedom to ensure the res _ Desplte

» ﬁts perpetuatlon of mequaht)) however, the new 1nst1tutlon of

L 3; TR .
; ‘-u morallty, under the form of c1v11 laws became‘ the ba51s of Etomnon
leavmg the 1aw of nature the laws of \

‘

.. ) " v N ‘ . v“,
téssxty and force = only for relatlons w1th other comnunlt1es..~_ E}ven N

B : ‘?Rous'se;au' .percei‘ves'."the Edev’eld J}t,a’of the c1v1l state in three X
} 'stages, partlcularly 1n terms of’ "the progress of 1nequa11ty . IJ, the Sl

,-\flfs“—(Stage t'he "laonf man" replaced the "1avyof nature a’nd:‘the
“' "flght of property became estabhshed 1n the conmunlty T'hlS rneant

(- . e _. ’4 N -. “_" '\'v:.:
that the ezustlng advantages of the.pch and dléadvantages of the poor s

*-.A,-became authorl‘se,d,. by a man-—made 0 8 convent.ton




leg1t1m1sed even before the appe gance of the State. :

’ Lo SRR .
. TR L Ty A S o o 2o .
. . ,: Qo S . . P . N : . .
' second stage was characterlsed by . "1nst1tutlon of
e mazg stracy""- ’Ihe merely economlc 1nequa11ty of the prev1ous stage
; ) “’ T ' . .
" "~_',became 1n thls _new stage translated into ‘a serles of polltlcal,. ow
o "'v" : . . . ' -
_,.relatlonshlps. mrlng the 1nterva1 between the establ 1shment of‘
e N ‘0 ) o
3 ' -'property and that of polltlcal government, the- only relatlonshlp_ S
x "‘_.;v:between d1fferent soc1al groups vas' that of r1ch and pg : %-...mk- L R

'.,:"ffact v%efore the 1nst1tut1on of [polltlcal] laws, men had no other way &

of reducmg the1r eguaJlS to Subm1ssmn +than by attacklng thelr gooés,, }\,

.a

"‘,k'or maklng some of thelr own over to them."‘4tz Wlth the 1nauguratlon of

e ':,polltlcal government,-, the economlc @elatlon of r1ch and poor wa@"

" | -reorgam.sed 1n accordance w1th the already emerglng unbalance of power N R : P
o gbetween the two soc1al. groups 1@ ; “"'.‘_are;Latlon between.'.“\'
o powerful and weak.‘ The rlch bec 3 i @mande’ d‘,‘tfh epoorﬁg
.h‘ became weak and obeyed Rousseau ") ards the estabhshm_.ent of” the';’ ;M' |
‘ pol1t1ca1 government as.an "real contract between the people kand:the
‘”f-'chlefs chosén by them."?.,8 By the oontract both the powerful and the :
g :weak bound themselves to observe the laws wh1ch the contract cbntalned ,’ T et
: '-A‘"-__'-"and made p0551b1e thus formmg a polltlcal "State")‘; B_yﬁf'fahenatmng : ‘, d
S SRR ~ R

t;he‘lr prev1ous power to protect themselves to: the m?aful, “the. weak ‘.;»‘:3_

.'Irecelved new» polltncal rlghts mdeQ.\Ehe @uthorlty ofa new polJ,tlcal Q» -

%wer. ] Ibwever, actual p011t1cal States 7n hlstory have been always T

because they have been made on’ the ba51s*of partlc lar : L e

%ar relatlonshlps. ’:.; N "
\ Soc1etylcons1sted‘ at.. flrst merely of d .few generanl Y 's

,._;.cénventlons, ‘which every® member ‘bound “himgelf to ‘observe;.and .. .7 v
- for* the performance of convenants ‘the - whole: body guaranteed A
.»f,.SeCUrlty to each 1nd1v1dua]:. E:xperlence only cou‘ld show the RN

i e s PR T - ,_.‘_.‘._'*1"




b=t

'\.r Lo : s
S

AR 2 SENEATNE 3 |
we kngﬁs of such a constltution, a . how ea511y it mlght be’
TN jMded with 1mpun1ty,afr,om the di f1 glty of "convicting men.
'ults, where the public alone was- to' be'witness and judge- I
o YRa*aws ‘could not but.be eluded 'in many ways; disorders and . 3
'j,.'lrfkonvemences could not: but: multiply™ contlnually, till it :
became necessary ‘to“ commit ‘the .dangerous:’ trust of' publlc
authorlty to prlvate persons,.and ‘the care  of ' enforcmg
© 7 obedience to . he dellberatlons of the ' people to the."_
SR mag1strate 49 : . ‘

“ The pol\itlcal State, based merely on "a Eew general conventlons ' was" '
‘ . o )
bmnature a private,—'partlcular—assomat1on—~represent41-ngwcenf—l—lctlng
,:‘» 5 1nterests rather ‘than a un1versa1 entlty. So J,t tnev1tably led to a
" state where "1ntrlgues set 1n, . factlons for;ned pa}'ty feellng grewu r@ﬂ :
v R - BEREY t : ’ 3
h bit;te__t'v,,:«- civil wars, broke out" i thalt ‘ ad ; e

v, - 3 ¥ ) ‘) e 4;4
S 1ncon3§.n1ences 1 ThlS “'p‘rlmltlve anarchy ‘,.

oL Y & h1t ‘was merely-
R ', '“'.,"theoretlﬂlly |
- o ;k’ J: o5 s * ' a
r"" SN sacrlfme oﬁ 1né11v1dual men to the pretended happ1nes:s of the State ,\ o .
c P . _Q s ; b .}" LA
. ' L A e e
, o and ultlmately relnforced those WhO| were m power., ’ '('\ \ .-<\-,,
,@.. e S R T ‘-'\. : ."'a\‘:" : 4 .
W e ‘-_:;;‘_ The last stage of t xv-civil -state saw the conve/rsmn “of

legltlmate power too an liarﬁtrary despotrsm,‘ transformlng soc1al
Ty - "-’ | . [ "' = '.‘. ..
/.

relat;ons 1nto that of master and slavé Rousseau ‘\hews thlS stage as

Y

‘bem.g the Q\e of "the last degree of inequallty 'Ihe s}avery and |

.“

' ,,5 tyranny¢ of thls State vgere "the Elult of "”an excess of corruptlon

.,ﬂ.?{- e Bt & ,.
RS A whlch "the law of the strongest a’lone ruled 50 As the result of the
° strengthenmg of thelr p051t10n, the magmstrates became heredltary, PR .

grew accustomed to consuie‘r thelr magistﬁacy ‘as a famlly " 031
possessmn, to regard themselves as propmetors of the State, R

L .“.v
4



of whlch they\ were at flrst only offlcers,' to call their
 fellow citizens <heir slaves, count them like ‘cattle in’ the
" ‘number of ‘things. that belonged -to. them, and call themselves -

equals of “thg gods and klngs oE kmgs 51 co R

.

: 'Ihe c1tlzens, feellng the growmg 1nequa11ty, accepted it as a reallty
and even p051t1vely let themselves "oppressed" because such a |
despotlsm created ‘a certam ground on whlc«h man could Eeedxhls

ambltlon for power-.v '_‘ ‘ i Vf"* L

'Ihe c1t12ens...plet themselves be oppressed only 1nsofar as R o
N they ire. carried away by blind ‘ambition; and - 1ook1ng more .. LW
B below an above them, domlnatl-on becomes dearer to  theme than. - :-. R
o 1ndependence, and.’ they consent to wear chalns 1n order* to g1ve T
them to” others ‘in/ turn 52 . el et e R
o'.' o : ) N TR

In other words, ‘the people 1m1tated and even ﬂldentlfled themselves

wlth the tyrant and consequently the bas;c relatlonrof. master ana _
.A:T' k. R - "'<,< @ N ‘5.
slave became repeated throughout the soc1ety M&ﬁ 'became a brutal ‘

A

master to hlS mferlors and a debased slave ﬁo hJ.s ,superlors. Desp‘ite

) e -3 ._'-,4 ,“.'..-'“') : IR
thlS," 1n a soglety under despotlsm, 1t was,° actu:dlﬂly, onlywa few who R

. were"“rlch" and powerful" that stayed “at the helght of&randeur and

. q‘l

»

iy fortun "{ " - 'I'ne crowd had to"'grovel m obscurlty and mlsery , because

e by pr1nc1p1e, despots "prlze the thlngs they en;oy only 1nsofar as thé,- b po

RS \ e - . X PR

,;I‘,' others .are deprlved of them 'y and because . "they wouldr cease to be ' ) -
s o~ Le ’j “ “ ‘.-.': . .’.‘..:
‘ happy 1£' the people ceased to be mlserable."53 It was oppressmn for L

R
r‘~Av‘ \

1ts om sake that emsted m c1v1l soc1et)§

t

."pol t1cal" orgarusatlon- 1t came to con51st of a'smgle'f ers

..AA

r

'i‘hls meant that the flrst.f

g soc1al con,tract that created a poht1ca& State had totally falled, and

eh .
..‘__.

the c1v1l state had returned to the orlglnal chaos of the "war of all

agamst all“ ' wher'é'&re phy51cal force was the dommant pr1nc1ple of




B '--human behav1our. _ Man now had destroyed "Qhat' than 'had. m'ade"‘." ': If 'tlhere;l-x . ‘
was any solutlon of the exlstmg ,hunan»mlsery, it must be that e1ther
 a11 the ex15t1ng \somal tnstltt;;t:lons be "entlrely dlssolved by new,
: "revalutlons, or brought back ‘aqamuto legltlmacy."‘r’v“1 ' | | ‘;v
;) - Why dld the attempt at a polltlcal solutlon fall to eradlcate *

--‘f:——gérthe egmstls: psyche of—theﬂstate pf war__._‘_Was 1L1mm551b1e_m_solze_;__

1

N the problem by a polltlcal approach” ' In Rousseau s v1ew, it was not

- the pollt:.cal Characte:: of the.l'utlon but 1ts unt:horoughness.'.. 'I'ne

L ':-‘1 .'"'mcapal mWe in drawlng AP’ :he j.,Elrs«t ‘eontr‘act was - "a.. sellfish:':.; '
"1: : _ terest, a seeklng to perpetuate”"f,he povge'% that has been developed_'by "
.%}dent“and‘ not by rlgh?'NS?; WS a§ R?usseau hlmself says, \"‘the *-
. %aws thch make soc1al qnstltutlbns neaessary are theﬁame aﬁs make \ xS
i abuse °f them mavo1dable&;"5.6 A tmly *"p011t1ca1"' solutmn that nbight" :

‘ ’I‘hi’s hlstory of soc1al relatlons, from the relatlon of r1ch W

o N

_it", e.,'

td that oﬁ -poiverful and weak

i poor,': and e\;ggtually to thatﬁof

" have?nots

I

".";had gwen ri"Se to.v"v'-f._;




BN

en]oy thelr lelsure, whlle the "’have—nots" had to suffer "perpetual-

Q

llabour for Jmere surV1va1 '4 In the next: stage, an 1ncreasmg‘ R
: . ' .' ; . o
T ‘dlscrepancy 11berated one’ group in- the soc1ety from all thelr bodlly e
o LR B
.fwork and placed than m the p051t1on of offlcers of polltlcal oy

government.u,;_.:.v.flhe- "haves"- became -"pow‘erfuvl“ enough to support.;.‘-"

a '.themselves by means of the labour of others, and the "have-nots"

'—-——»became—subject—to st~1-l-1—heaﬁler—~1abour_to feed not- only,x themselves but

# NP

;Vthose whg dld not work behevmg that the new pohtlcal assomatlon,"'

PR “would protect vhat they were theoretlcally supposed to possess

’Unfortunately,, however, the orlglnal defect: of the flrst_,polltlcal_ﬂ';;:» .
. . " ‘-‘\._

gt 'contract, that 1s<) .'

T those"'offlcers to 'asters ' and demeaned those who ‘were P°°f and

T v o . 0
- » “ "r" .

weak \:o ah even more mlserable oondlxtlon of slave.'_\ Man now had to i
. o

*

'”'_‘.work not fox hlmself but for, othenrs, Yrt ~other words,‘ he : became. : p;.U?

l

L2

"_'estranged from h1s;w(4ork ’Ihe perceptmn of work 1n such an hlstoncal

Y '.‘ . oy

*‘ _ ‘solutmns to the ex1st1ng soc1a1 problems. A sultab],e me(asure had to

J

t

n

!-'-: ..

"'haves and “have—-no“‘:s" " »wOrk had tp be restored .as a natural

-_context prov1d5% a suggestwe@. dlrectlon for coﬁ51der1ng polltlcalv

e be taken in. the "new pbl1t1cal contract for ehn‘unatmg .the ev11

: wfartlal and partlcular characteé elevatedyfgj

£5

Lw



enemy in'lbusse'a'u-_'ls educational doCtr_ilrJe is the prejudice of the

existing society, which is contaminated by,: and“ in service to, the

selflsh drlve of those\ v»ho want to perpetuate their pr1v1leges. Being

- 88

———slave to— his—ego1st1c\~-amour~gropre—~every man—in—this—somety

\
whether or mpt he belongs to the pr1v11eqed group - moblllses all the

artful and sly measures tq protect his advantages and to enlarge them

at the expelnsﬁ‘of others. Such eg01sm is.. reflected in’ estranged human

" relations in which "to seem to be" - is’ distlnguished from, -and eyen'

ey - "

more highly assessed ' than, ’;'to “be". Man's original ',anature'-_is, :

- discarded, and everyone wears his own "masks". The behaviour of man

is governed by “a servile and deteptive conformity"," and ' "sincere -

;friendship, real esteem, and perfect 'confidence" are banished from

. & .
n57 "Jealousy, susp1c1on fear, coldness, roserve hate and fraud

. men.

11e constantly concealed under that uniform and deceltful ve11 of

‘r

o

indebted to tie light of this age."s8

'Educati'onally such an'estrangement in: human relationships

 forms a setting in which the. ch11d will be' brought up to ‘be fitted to

the ex15t_1ng value system, that 1s, to 1ts.preju:11ce.

) The most strilgingly ‘conservative aspect of this'prejudice'is

’ -its ‘ooncern to 'maintai'n the distinction of rank. As Rousseau notes'-

"'In the soc1a1 order wt{ere each has hlS own olace a man must be'

Ps

educated for 1t 9

man of hlgher rank, and a - Chlld Erom ‘a lower rank to a man of lower

poll-;eness;' that -boasted candour . and u_rbanlty, for mich we are_

a chlld from a hlgher rank must be formed to” a

,.rank. To 'his;audience, which co‘n51sted largely of ‘members -of high



. society, ~R>usseau says: "Madaine..;yo_u want to. make him [your ~son] fit

‘ for nothlng but a lord, a marquis, or a prlnce and some day 'he ma'y

"'Iro:nically, the artificial_educatlon of the rich .is 'carrled out by -

be less than nothlng "60 In educatlng a child of hlgher rank, such a .

w3,

89

.....

——class=based~ prej ud 1ce—focusses-—on—how a—to—r—ule—ar\d~explo-1-t—the_L'fool st

of lower ranks. The, father who w15hes to do the rlght things for his

child w111 therefore Seek to produce a "worldly man 'rather than a

I

rat10nal child.

"My son. w111 have to take the world as-he finds 1t, he will
not 'live among the wise but among fools; he 'must therefore be
acquainted. with: their follies, sinceé they must be led by this

means. . A real knowledge of things may be a good thing in’
itself, but the knowledge of men and their opinions is better,.

for in ‘human society man is -the chief tool of man, and ‘the
wisest man is he who best knows the use of this tool...Flrst
teach them [chlldren] wisdom, then show them the folhes of

mankind."6 l

" Men of lower ranks are regarded mt . merely as Mfools" but also as

) "to_ols" to ‘be’ ut1llsed for the welfare of the hlgher ranks.

" such 'huma‘n "tools".

At blrth the baby is. glven toa nurse; when he grows he is

: taught by a tutor h1red by his parents and’ served by varlous klnds of

.servants. The most mfortunate effect of such an- upbrlnglng is that

love.. A mother v'sho»‘- giye's up hérbaﬁby to a wet nurse and a father wi{;o.
does_'b-not lieducate‘ h'i's chi.ld-.himself ‘ar_e‘ de'stroyikng" in the child ’ithe '
. natural passion. of 'g;ity which develo.ps frorn the .natUra'l‘- and hum.an.e
relatlons of carlng and being cared for. The emo'tviona‘l depr.ivatikaon, of .

chlldren nursed and educated by others ‘has several serious

consequenc&s

'_ the chiid.is f'romthe early.days_-of. his 11fe deprived of. true parental o



..'—\

...If the mother is too delicate to nurse her Chlld, the
father will be too busy to teach 'him. | 'Their children,
scattered about in schools, convents, and colleges,’ ‘will find
the- home of their affectlons elsewhere, or- rather they will
form the habit of caring for nothing. Brothers and sisters
will scarcely know each ‘other; when they are together in

90

company —they—will—behave—as— strangers<- Men—there—ls—m
confidence between :relations, when the family society ceasés
to g1ve savour to life," 1ts place 1s soon usurped by vice. 62

A nurse of another s ch11d tannot be but "a bad mother", and even if

I e

_she is able to develop certaln maternal affections betweén herselt‘xand

the child, this is possible ‘only after the child ha\s\'perished "a '

“hundred times" beCause of the . uina'tural rel’ationship.“ ’\ And, by the

t1me the nurse has . developed such an affectlon, her tas\< is already" i '

.vcomple._ted, and she . is d1smlssed never - agaln to be en\couraged to

PR

approach to .the child. aThe s}rﬁ‘e istrue of the tutor Hov)\ever good al

tutor he may be,A all that he does --is’ to complete "the development of

'the germs of art1£1c1a11ty which he finds already well grox\m.
. :

is. bought: by money, so he . teaches for the father - who prov1des the

- reward not for the ch1ld he is nothlng but "a flunkey, who will soon
\ .
64 \

'tsg&_n such another as hlmself " The replacement of real parents

- with nurses ‘and. tutors results in the chlld's developlng a haughty‘

attltude toyards these "hlred" people. Be it tutors or nurses, there

is no difference in the chlld‘s eyes between them and other servants

'Ihe Chlld is taught to look down at them and "to treat them as mere .

serv‘ants. S : BN . o \\

A second harmful aspect 'oF gt:he educatlon of the hlgher ranks. N

s the method of - upbrlnglng employed by both nurse and tutor who

attempt/to subjugate the Chlld to the1r art1€1c1a1 control. -E‘rom

birth on_a ch11d experlences endless "control constralnt,,

" 63 He .



compul sion"

The child has hardly left the mother's mmb -1t has ‘hardly
«» begun to move and stretch its 11mbs,“'when it is deprived of
its freedom. It is wrapped in swaddling bands,'lald down with .
its head fixed, its legs” stretched out, and its -arms by its

51des,_1t_15_mmd40md_mth ~linen_and bandages of all sorts

91

. S0 that it cannot move. It is fortunate if it has rdom to
‘breathe,’ and it is laid on its side so that water which should-

flow from its mouth can- escape, for it is not free to turn its -

..head on one side for thls purpose. 65
Rousseau 1nd1cates that such phys1cal constraxnts become "an
l

insurmountable obstacle in "the vay of necessary movements and thus

| slow down proper growth in’ physmal : strength. Such phy51cal

constralnt 1arge1y or1g1nat1ng from the custom of usmg strangers to

educate the ch11d,6.6 becomes a psychological control when the ch11d

: thanks to the help of others, begms to develop amour—propre. : Both :

over—lndulgence and over-severlty are used to calm the C-hlld and to .

keep thlngs in order. ’Ihe new—born ch11d "is alternately petted and

) shaken by way of soothmg hlm, sometlmes he is threatened, sometlmes

67

beaten, to keep h1m qulet." 'I‘nls two-51ded pollcy of the’ nurse

-

transforms the ‘child. either to a "master of the unlverse ,. or to an

'extremely 'nlserable creature., In elther case, the Chl].d 1s obllged to

_ 1nvent art1f1c1al measures elther to arouse compassmn 1n others, or‘ -

.to harass them wn:h stubbornness and w111fulness._ Ihe confllct‘_

s
between ch11d and the nurse. becomes more severe when the ch11d comes

Py

- 68. .

to ‘a, tutor who "1ssues hlS orders and th1nks hlmself master".

Bas1cally, the ;utor S control oE the Chlld 1s m the same line as“

-~

" that  of the nurse.  He controls not because it is necessary for

s

educatlon, but because 1t is convenlent to manage. ~But his control is

L

»more sophlstlcated and art1f1c1al than' hers in the sense that he uses
3 .

his author1ty 1nstead of _mere physmal force and that he efnploys."



e

rewards and punishment’s\. Consequentlys the tutor is elevated to &

‘tyrant who conmands, whlle the ch11d is degraded to a slave who obeys.

'Ihls oompulsory obed/ience, nevertheless, 1nst1gates an 1nv1nc1ble: ‘

¥

192

‘accustomed to varxous modes of sophlstlcated control

‘He [the child] ‘uses the task you [the tutor] set him to obtain.

what he wants from you, and he can always make you pay for an

hour's industry by a week's complaisance. ‘You must be always' o

making bargains with him.  These bargains, suggested in your

fashion, but’ carried out in his, 'always follow. the direction.
.of his own fancies, especially when you are foolish enough to -

make the condition some ‘advantage he is almost sure to- -obtain,
whether he fulfills his part of the bargain or not., The child

is usually quicker -to read the master's thoughts than the

 master to read ‘the chlld's feellngs 69

Thus by being controlled by the . tutor the Chlld goes through thev'

confllct of gerreratlons and obtalns a worldly "w1sdom" for oontrollmg‘l'

Ty

U

both hlS lnferlors and superlors. _

Tw
.

. A third falllng of“"the exlstmg educatlon of chlldren is 1ts

.curr1culun whlch 1s aimed at-. the format1on of the man, of’ the upper '

[ 7z
ranks.~ 'I'ne ch11d is thus excluded from all sorts- of pract1ca1

" product1ve act1v1t1es. . He must be’ brought up to be a "w1se man"'t'o

' rule' the "fools of "the .lower ranks whose duty is to 1abour in order ,
to feed the1r masters. Che of the.most character.l_stlc féatures“ of- the

. ex1st1ng educatlon,. there.fore', 'i’is the. .separation. of rnlental from

-'{“_physmal activities. The child of the h1gher ranks s tralned
mentally and taught to desplse physmal 1abour because 1t 1s sultable"
only to the mean ranks "From the very f1rst" the chlld hears "spoken_ _

,vlanguages whlch ‘he never understands, and 13 %f,orced to speak what he |

" cannot pronounce. . ThlS ‘verbal 1nstructlon is succeeded in" chlldhood '

’ .by verbal precepts the meamng of Wnlch is agaln “never. mderstandable‘

(



\

U
are completely meanmgless

.
- (3

_Eourth_weakness of_exlstmg education__ 1s_1ts 1nappropr1ate

to the ch11d and by the 1nculcat10n of fragments of knowledges which

AN .

use of reason" 1nto chlldren who are yet not ratlonal" T

"Reason with chlldren ‘was r.ocke s ch1ef max1m, it is .in the’

~ height of fashion at present,., and . T hardly think it is

Justified by its results; those children who have been -

»constantly reasoned with strike me .as exceedmgly s1lly 70

Such an 1rrat10na1 app11cat10n of "reason to the child calls EOrth\ k

' certa1n 51de—effects whlch actually encourage 1n h1m‘soc1a1 ev1ls.

, €

| Be51des the pedantry of:' fragmented knowledge, the "empty phrases of'j(A ,
‘pollteness ’ whlch ratlonal" moral reason1ng hab1tuates the ch1ld to,“-'f'
‘lt equlps h1m with "an ab111ty "to subdue those around hﬂn to hlS ) -
: ' w1ll "71 The. chlld who is~ accustomed to such phrases knows how to say C
"il me pla1t" by saymg nstil vous plalt" and to say je vous ordonne b
by saylng ]e vous pr1e in an 1rre51st1b1e way' 0'1 the other hand,- '

reasonlng w1th the ch11d to persuade h1m of the "duty of obedlence"h'

’deterxorates 1nto a confl1ct of wills between tutor and Chlld _and E L

causes the Chlld to cheat others w1th "empty- words" whenever 1t}1s"ig »:
p0551b1e.7_2 The ch11d who “is: forced to act’ 1n accord w1th moral
Precepts because of the threat of pumshment does do so “ine order to.
Hescape the punlshment and thus develops worldly: w15doms of "decelt,v |
. falsehood and lymg . F1na11y, the appllcatmn of reason to the_: '.
"Chlld who is not yet developmentally prepared for it enfeebles the“-,;,‘.v
'ch1ld S ab111ty to satlsfy hlS needs by hls own 1n1t1atwe. 'Ihe chlld 1
who is cramned w1th useless verbal precepts and is taught to desplse

'phy51cal act1v1t1es is robbed of the rlght to. hlS own strength"73 nd

' therefore is always 1mpotent 1n actual 11fe situations. 'I'nus the -
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"ratlonal" educatlon ‘of th\}mon—ratlonal ch11d only 1nstlgates hlS

j -
‘-amovfr—propre because .amour-propre 1ncreases "1n proportlon to- h1s

DAY

-‘weakness.“<, o o R s

o

| ’Ihe end—-result of an educatlon based on- the prejudlce of the -~ .
ex1st1ng soc1ety is a man totally 1gnorant of the arts of 11v1ng ' C
But haughty, ,desu'ous »of power and v»ealth and- capable only of°
.’manlpulatmg men by ma11c1ous means for hls own beneflt. This nian 1si_

fltted only for the - hlgher ranks of the ex1st1ng soc1ety, and, once

t -

theorevolutlon comes to destr‘oy every man—made 1nst1tut10n, he w111 ,

.

1ose all means of hlS surv1va1

WORK DEVELOPED: 'PREADOLESCENCE(z'j' _~ In the ex1st1ng 2
\Educatlon work 1s completely excluded and even desplsed An. |

' art1f1c1al edUcatlon 1s de51gned essentlally for those of the hlgher‘.."
ranks who are not 1ntended to work but to rule those who work tf}

. in a new educatmnal scheme whlch alms at formlng an "1ndependent and
free man. capable of supportlng hlmself by means of his 1abour and of ,.
constltutmg w1th other men a: new s001ety on equal terms work becomes,‘j ) ‘

.a necessary act1v1ty ' nstead of f1tt1ng the ch11d to the ex1st1ng‘
soc1al order, the educatlon of a natural man has to 1mp1ant 1n h1m anilf-
ab111ty to surv1ve : external changes Only -t‘hlS» will- v-secure 'an' ’

' 1ndependence in hls future 11Ee because bemg able to support hlmself?
by hlmself, he w1ll not’ need any help from others or any trlck or'4,-.

serv111ty to exp101t others., Freedom, whlch ConSIStS 1n a balance_ )

between a chlld's de51res and "what he 1s able to perform” or_ his ~



: ab111ty to do "what he de51res,"74 can be 1nsured only by the ch11d'
engagement in the useful act1v1ty of physmal work whlch the exlstlng

education desplses. 'Ihus by adoptlng work as the central element in

hls-educat';g\onal_scheme Rousseau takes an opp051te course" to the

95

ex1st1ng, tradltlonal educatlon.' In an. lsolated 51tuatlon E‘mlle

developed his potentlal facultles through his 1nteractlon w1th the \

env1ronment along the nece551ty of nature and then along the.. crlterlon

of ut111ty Eventually, he. begms to learn product1ve work sk1lls so

as to complete hlS ablllty to support hlmself

Tw

rI‘he learnlng of productlve work 1mp11es that the educator":

1ntroduce the Chlld to the d1v151on of labour whlch 1s the domlnant'

{

mode of productlon 1n the c1v11 state. -"' Such a. soc1allsed ahdfr'

spec1allsed work appears to Bnlle_as a necessary "art"' for the

preservatlon of h1mself 1n a. c1v1l 51tuat10n. Thus the 1ndependent :
natural man as. the goal of educatlon comes 1nto oonfl1ct w1th the goal -

of producmg a soc1al man dependent on- others. In order to complete

hlmself as a natural man'Emlle must develop w1th1n hlmself certaln

- soc1al SklllS because w1thout these he w111 not be able to malntaln._
hlmself as an 1ndependent 1nd1v1dua1 Independence must be sought in

dependence. . Rousseau approaches to this dllemna very carefully Ifﬂt
the learnlng of | skllls for ma1nta1n1ng oneself as an 1ndependent1'..‘
1nd1v1dual demands that the ch1ld learn an art developed under the.":”'

d.1v151on of labour, E:m11e must learn 1t A But the hlstorlcal role of

the d1v151on of. labour in produc1ng 1nequal1ty among men must not be

forgotten because the purpose of learnlng mrk skllls is not to rc;?aty

the process of human degradatmn, but to preserve what 1s natural and




i . - X
truly humane in the c1v1l state by restorlng 1n the 1nd 1vidual the

natural abillty oE self—preservatmn. when Emile begms to

soc1a11se hlmself through learnmg a work Sklll mder the d1v151on of

labour, -all the factor_s that contribute toademean men. are .de11berate1yj

96

e11m1nated “Emile thus experiences ‘a totally. different kind of B

soc1allsat10n Ercm that wh1ch men have undergone phylogenlcally. ’

Flrst of all, what 1s technlcal has to be d15t1ngu1shed Erom i

What is moral“ . Ehule may be 1ntroduced to- the "1ndustr1al arts" in

the second stage of preadolescence, but hlS educatlon must be conflned
t:o the purely "technlcal" areas - "When the development of knowledge '

c0mpels you to show h1m the mutual dependence of manklnd, 1nstead of"

show1rg him its moral 51de, turn all his" attentlon at flrst towards" o

k 1ndustry and the mechanlcal art:s wﬂlch make men Lseful to one

another "75 'I‘here are a number of reasons g1ven in the E:mlle for ‘this .-

d1scr1m1natlon of the techmcal from the moral s1de of the d1v1sxon of :

.labour. Flrst, the preadolescent IS st111 mentally too mmature to

understand the actual soc1a1 relat1ons 1n soc1ety } 'Ihough he i.s n

g _physmally strorg enough to learn productlve works, his reason has

-

' JUSt begun to develop through most useful act1v1t1es.‘: Secondly, it 1s-\" L

dangerods to expose the preadolescent, even before he understands the

: technlque 1tsel~f to the ev1ls mlch\ the d1v151on of 1abour has S

| brought about.7'.6_ Fmally, the d1v151on of labour is not in 1tself,‘ in

: ‘Rousseau's view, the cause of human dependence although its appearance"
..may 51gnal 1t As Rousseau pomts out, 1n ngallte, 1f the ‘use of
"iron" and the consumptlon of "wheat’f were always exactly balanced,"

eQUallty mlght have been sustalned between men.77.‘ ‘ Em_lle will thus . -
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. a.
1earn at least 1n educatlonal settlng, the _indus“'tri_‘al .arts" without =

bemg ex_posed to_their ‘evil_ effects‘.. U ' e ‘
Begmnlng w1th the ‘study of smple work, E)nlle moves qto more j
o K
complicated forms of work act1v1ty Agrlculture is Elrst ’flearnt)/: . dw
’ .because 1t is "the earllest and most honourable of arts-"73wtahenu 13- U J ‘F,"-’J
. v 7 .
_work then carpentry are 1ntroduced Rousseau thlnks that *&:hls (_ '

‘ h{i,,jf_d”'ﬂ %‘\a \i“
proper: order of studymg work act1v1t1es for a chlld\ who 1s Iy

sp011t by vulgar oplmons. 'I‘hls 1s the or1glna1 order“\m whlch, m\\ﬁv

. ;-

~ developed hlS trades, and Ehule, Eollowmg ‘this- sequence mll go back :

to the flrst begmnlng whenever he faces a new tool and begms to“

. c :

',-'acqulre a useful sk111 on the- ba51s of what "he has prev1ous1y learnt : -
’ . S

While engaged 1n agrlculture, Bnlle derlves "valuable con51deratlons :

) from his Roblnson Crusoe and acqulres a ﬂomprehenswe set of skllls B

requlred for thlS "natural art" ' But worklng on a steel sprmg, he
follows' the processes by whlch steel is produced f:'rom 1ron and the n
:.sprlng out of the steel- seemg the pleces of a chest belng put. |
.together, he traces 1ts— manufacture from the t1me the tree was cut N o ~

'dom. : In add1,t1on, he 1nvest1gates the makmg of tools whenever he .

B '_Q‘faces new ones. 'I'nus by 1earn1ng the 1ndustr1a1 arts" that are.

'-'closely connected to each other, E:m11e eventually arrlves at a- notlon'.,i, ,';g'
of" the unlty of the arts" whlch on t‘he ba51s of exchange, puts all

: the mdustrles 1nto a soc1a1 network :

" The ,notion' of. the \onlty of dlfferent trades, wh,'ifch ‘-.::n

characterlses ‘the . thll‘d stage f the learnlng of work

) preadolescence, is 51gn1E1cant in- the sense t-_hat it 1ntroduces the

Al
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- Chlld for ﬁ’\e f1rst t1me to the c1v1l soc1ety. Emile.-mo wavs already

in chlldhood exposed to certam pr1m1t1ve moral conceptlons concerning

work and property oomes to know that "to get tools for .his own ‘use,

other people must have theirs, ard that he can get in exchange what he

..9

ﬁeeds and they possess. , Rousseau develops thlS emerglng notlon of

' .exchange ‘into an- egalltarlan plcture of soc1ety whexe each /man,
producmg useful goods accordlng to hlS spec1a11sed trade, lmks up :_
" w1th others by exchange and thus en]oys mutual beneflts ‘ :

. Let us form these ten men 1nto a. soc1ety, and let each devote
* himself to .the trade for which he is best adapted, and let him
 work at it for himself and for ‘the rest. Each will reap' the
.- advantage of the others' talents,. jUSt as if they were 'hlS"
" own; by practice ‘each Will perfect his own talent, and - thus
-~.all .the ten, well prov1ded for, will still have ,something to

it

 spare for’ others._ This is the plain foundatlon_ of all  our o

1nst1tutlons 80

'I‘he mderlymg assumpt1on of thls plcture of soc1ety is. that the_"r'

,t

exchange must be conducted 1n equal terms ’ "’I'here can be mo. soc1ety

w1thout exchange, no exchange w1thout a common sta'ndard of‘ -
A W81 %

measurement , no- comnon standard of measurement w1thout equallty.

-’.I‘h1_s»1 equallty, character_lsed as conventlonal equallty 2 forms a

:'m’orality ..'v"ei'ther 1n men .or - thlngs 82_ Eor the foundatlon of the"

" society. - ‘In . 'ﬁmeh_" thlS oonventmnal equallty may develop 1nto' .
"'positiv‘e laws such as. "goverm\ent" and "klngs r that lS, polltlcal.;. -

assomatlons 1n "thmgs 1t may 1mp1y an establlshed oonventlon"

| regard1rg the rlghts °f property . Thls soc1ety, as an’ assoc1at10nﬂy N

»of producers, lacks all the soc1a1 1nequa11t1es that rnan experlencedf'

throughout the hlstory of the ClVll state and therefore prov1des a‘:

v151on of a new soc1ety whlch may ultlmately replace the ex1st1ng one.‘



WORK AND SOCIALISATION: ADOLESCENCE. — By the time Hmile

~enters adolescenceé, he has already. acquired an ability in work

activities and formed a conception of society in its economic

" relations. = In g'a-ining a vocational skill, ‘-‘c':arpe“ntr.y, Emile . has

99

-equipped hlmself’ with an - essential lmeans' of maintaining an

~

B indeperident, free life; he has-,} soto 'speak.,; obtained a material:

-3

‘groond for: being a na'tural,.“ individual man. . At the same time.,' the .

lea‘rn.'ing of vocatio'nalf skills ("tra’de“) hasvled' him to an

"understandmg of the techm.cai side of the" d1v1smn of 1abour and to a

’.,_knowledge of the econonuc beneflts 1t brmgs through exchange. A

' pr1m1t1ve oonceptlon of “an egalitarian soc.Lety-. has -thus been formed  in

Emile, - at - least ‘in a purely techmcal s‘and -mechamcal ‘connection.

jF1na11y,/ the vocatl&haq tralnlng prov1ded 1n preadolescence has

o

-developed the pr1m1t1ve notlon of prqperty formed 1n chlldhood to a

a practlcal notlon which operates m actual, worklng 51tuatlons., 'Ihus
in acqu1r1ng work skllls Btule comes to apprehend that "to get tools
ffor hlS own use, other people must have thelrs ' and that property as

-} rlght is the conventlon contalned 1n the phrase, "le Mlen le Tlen .

"The “vision of' soc1ety »thus "form'ed contains some

charact rlstlcs 51m11ar to the natural soc1ety" where the savage’

worked. __r___hls 1ndependent and free 11fe and enjoyed mutual

;intercourse ;based on equal.lty. » The only dlfference is- that thlS new "

""(soc1ety c0n51sts not of self suff1C1ent 1nd1v1duals, butvof‘%.

i 1nd1v1duals wm sustam thelr 11fe by ‘means’ of an exchange on equal‘ '

‘terms.‘ Baswally, the two soc1et1es are oon51stent in that both are

_malntamed only_msofar_ as each 1nd1v1dual _of-_soc1_ety _does-not seelg to-

."



feed his selfish interests by sacrificing others.  In the new

egalltarlan soc1ety under the d1v151on of 1abour one's productlon must

be\balanced, in. 1ts exchange value W1th the goods he needs to- support

hlS " i ndependent and free" llfe, and his desire must be kept w1th1n‘

100

his ability to produce. Tn other words, what is needed tor_

maintaining this new society is, be51des the ability . to work, the'

.

controf of one's desires.. So in adolescence, which follows,

preadoléscence, a psycholog‘ical'measure“is taken' to -tame the passions

“ P

of ttme_deueloping child. . s o L

B o . . . . 7
. . . '

'I‘he child's ab111t1es hav1ng almost reached those of an adu\lt,'ru

[
Y

not only in work skllls but in physmal strength adolescence begms -

IS w

with an explosmn of v1ta11ty whlch 1nflates the child's 1mag1nat10n,, '

.dr1v1rg it to  dn emot10na1 CrlSlS' "As the roaring . of the waves“

LU .
" R

precedes the tempest, so. the murmur of rLSmg passmns announces thlS""

tunultuous change...A change' of temper, frequent outbreaks of anger,
3

, perpetual stirring of the m1nd make the Chlld almost ungovernable.
If the exploding passxons “are not properly tamed, the child is apt“ tvO.“.’.

_'stray mto amour—propre, into -an- 1rrever51ble eg01sm. “The Chlld must"‘i’ L

‘, repress hlS growing amour-propre, keep hlS needs 51mp1e, and thus "

preserve hlS self—suff1c1ency 'I'nls need - to control certaln of his

needs, coupled w1th the psychological - effects of the mature ratlonal.’;,_'_

v

aspects of . adolescence, demands a’ totally new educatmnal measure.".'-'_
Instead of the negat1ve measure, which. almed at permlttlng physmal Lo

growth and 1ncreas1ng a pract1cal ab111ty to meet one's needs 1n terms

I

of nece551ty and ut111ty, ‘a pos1t-1ve approach 1s requlred,. to

s

establlsh 1aw and order anong the. rlsmg passmns, prolong t.he perlodf

ot




~

of their development, "so that they may have time to find their proper

place as. they arise."84v Contrary to the negative method, the positive'

method w111 not encourage natural progress but delay it and make su@
‘the pupll is able to use hlS passions r1ghtly\ _ 'I'm cr1ter1a are
suggested for. this new educational approach "E‘l"st, to be conscious

of the true relations of man both in the specxes ad the 1nd1v1dual-
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‘ man S ontogemc and phylogemc development

second, to control all the affectlons in accordance with these =

\

relatlons.,gs In short, the rlght use. of one's passmns lies in

controllmg them accordlng to the 1essons to e learned both Erom

¢

According to Rousseau, ‘the course of the passions is

determined by the faculty of 1mag1natlon,‘ which is.very .easily ,

'nspired by one's surr-oundings. Once the prey of hlS 1mag1natlon, the

pup11 will .be’ ﬂept alorng with conventlonal vulgar opmlons, and his

amour-propre w111 flourlsh g Imagmatlon has. therefore to be checked, )

and the pupil urged' " in the opp051te d1r,ec_t10n ,86 in the dlrectlon of

| "feelmg and reason", and of - morallty

So long as his consciousness is confined to hlmself there is -
no morality in his actions; it is. only when it begins to- |
extend beyord himself that. Forms first the sentlments and then

_the ideas of good-and ill, which make him mdeed a man, and an
-integral part of his species.87

In other words, the pupll, his unagmathn bemg checked has to be

: gulded to adapt his passmns to a proper social relatlonshlp % the

p031t1ve educatlon in. a:lolescence ‘bears two dlstmctlve objectlves.

Flrst, amour de 301, whlch the functlonal skllls of productlve work,

now serve, has to - extend 1tse1f to 1nclude "plty and, u1t1mately,,

"‘blove " Second, this emot10na1 development must be accompanled by '

T

~
~

\



moral self-regulation and the: Elndlng of an approprlate place in
society. The former leads to fratermty w1th Eellow men and love of.a
membe_r of the opp051te sex, whlle.the latter quides Emile to ‘morality

and membership in a society.

Adolescence _is_a” "long. pe riod of unrest" wh }J,ch directs the
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~young adult to "survey Sthers" and to be interested in those who are

., ~about him. "We are not meant to Iive along; [thinks Rolisseau]. thus

the heart is thrown open to human affection, and beccdmes capable oﬁ
attachment w88 ,.

501, whlch, as was the case w1th the savage,l is the source of plty, or

4

4compa§s1on. Rousseau recommends that thlS "plty" be developed into a

sense of humanlty by d1rect1ng the rlslng 1mag1natlon of the youth to
his t'ellow men. Begmnlng around the age of sixteen, the young man's-
‘ "'1ma%1natlon is "kmdled by the flrst beglnnnngs of growmg sens1b111ty

‘and thanks to thls 1mag1nat10n, the youth comes "to percelve himself

in his fellow—creatures, to be. touched by thelr crles,‘to suffer in

n83 Such oompassmn for suffermg is the orlgln of

-~

'the1 mffermgs.

,a11 human - assoc1at10ns because, be1ng the recognltlon'of‘

: idnsufificiency9

pities,. it absorbs all d1st1nctlons of rank ‘into the 1dea of men in

'.general.91

-1nsuff1c1ency and suffermg. " Of. course, the smple emotlon of plty

does not- in 1tse1f lead to- an "abstract" 1dea of humanlty, arule must

be encouraged to con51\der hlS own feelmgs and ~the feellngs he‘

vobserves in others. mly after a 1ong tralnmg is the youth capable.

_of plty, of affectlon, and aware of the affectlon of others. These_]

o

’I‘n)s expandlng v1ta11ty is an expressmn of amour de

not’ only of the one who 1s p1t1ed but also the one who

It thus\ unltes-them in thelr common weakness,




\

\

-

emotional developments give rlse to the first stlrttig's:of oonscience .
and to the responses of love and hatred whlch consequently will,

" provide the 1n1t1al notlons of good and ev1l ' S ST

\ This educational work on the developing pity :‘of, the youth

culminates in the formation of a rational ability to form. judgme"n_ts‘. on
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‘his fellow men and. to select . suitable‘ cornpanions. Accolrding‘ to
-‘Rousseau, the concept: of justice is ooncert:ed w1th that of "klndness .
'For, only when true affectlons are enllghtened by reason, can justlce
,“and kindness anerge. Meanwhile, : social justlce cannot properly be‘ ,
‘ establlshed by - reason alone, w1thout any "1nst1nct1ve need of the‘-"'

human k@art.“gz, Thus, 1t is through ‘his natural passxon of 01ty,'-~

whlch 1s an extension of hlS amour de 501, that Enile is taught to

dlstmgu1sh v\hat is good from what 1s i1l in hlS oonternporary soc1ety

...Let him know" that man is by nature good, let hlm feeli it,

- let him judge his neighbour by himself; but let him see how
"men .find ‘the source of all- their vices in their preconceived

R : v‘opmlons, let him be disposed to respect the individual, but

 to despise the multitude; let him see that all men wear almost
‘the same mask, ‘but let him also know that - Some Eaces are
falrer than’ the ‘mask that conceals them. 93 e

It 1s thls final touch of combining . passmn w1th reason that develops‘
) the youth w1th work SklllS into a "natural" man able to enjoy soc1a1"
relatlons, a man vho 1s "free and 1ndependent" and qulte dlfferent_i “
| _Ercm the slaves l1n the exlstlrr; soc1ety. The ontogenlc repetltlon of -
the phylogenlc process of socxallsatlon is - thus. completed in,
.".adolescence by addlng a psychologlcal apparatus for 5001a1 llfe to the.
‘productlve skllls obtalned in preadolescence,/ through t.he o_pp051te

"course .
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CHAPI‘ER FOUR

Work E‘ducatlon and Pollt1c1satlon

' .1, w'or‘k”in'the New Society

THE‘.'.SOCI‘AL‘CONTRACT. -~ The fall\xre of the polltlcal
: government: 1aunched in’ the . second stage of the c1v11 state was due to .'
the. "unthoroughness" of. 1ts polltlcal character. " A way out of the» o

slavery of the . th1rd stage has therefore ‘to be " thoroughly" po]:&tlcal

‘;In the Contrat Soc1a1 Rous'seau proposes the establlshment of a

. goverrment along\ thoroughly p011t1ca1 11nes. ~This government, whlch; o

must be a "sure and legltlmate rule of admlnlstratlon" w111 be 1n o

“‘accord'ance w1th "'what-‘ [natural] - rlght sanctlons »_~a_nd__ "what-'_ '
[1nd1v1dual] 1nterest prescrlbed“ 1n ot-her wo'rds.',_ guar‘a‘nt'eeing o
1 ‘

A"]ustlce and the ‘"well—belng"'of the people. 'In the orlglnall

| natural state men dld not have any. notlon of justlce,,only after they L

. came to have SOmet:hm; to defend from others d1d they begln to develop'u :

-an 1dea of it. So justlce 1s essentlally soc1a1 cn the other hand, S

‘the notlon of well be1ng l.S an extensmn of the notlon of "nece551ty" o

' -.‘and is as natural as the 1nst1ncts for. self—preservatlon and freedom._'
"Therefore a truly polltlcal government guaranteelng justlce and

_",well—belng is by 1ts nature a soc1a1 means to preserve what 1s natural,

o '(?,

1 no



-if man. . Only by this artilficial "mea:surer can- man-made ‘evils: be

“eradicatedy v v T

'1’ "

~Thus the new polltlcal contract wh1ch alms at a perfect

solut1on to the problems of the slavery of the th1rd c1v11 stage’.

- 1mp11es a replacement of the f1rst h1stor1cal polltlcal contract w1th

109

—anew-and— perfect-one.—_—’l‘he weakness of—the—flrst—contract_was_that 1t_.“

. con51sted of "a few general conventlons ~and degraded the assoc1atlon'-"

AR

of men to a mere aggregatlon 2 of partlcular ard part1a1 relatlons.'
"I'ms weakness must be eradlcated by expandlng the contract to a' -
jgeneral agreement among all 1nd1v1duals 1n a soc1ety 'Ib prevent such' :

",‘weakness means to e11m1nate all the Eactors that are mvolved 1n ‘the

N fa1lure of the f1rst contract and to complete the Shlft frcm the state

. 'of nature to- the c1v1l state.‘ 'I‘he ex1st1ng polltlcal relatlons are .
.null and VOld"3 because by betraylng and 1nfr1ng1ng the ."rlghts" of_,'“_v' .

.men that a: soc1ety ex1sts to secure, they have debased the government

to an 1nstrument of fulf1111ng the selflsh desue of the person who

ules. ) ’Ihe ex1st1ng soc1ety 1s in thls sense merely an extensmn of:
‘the state of nature, a state where no - soc1a1, or. art1f1c1al measuref

"..."ls establlshed to secure ‘man's’ proper and natural rlghts, hls;‘

. ]ustlce and well—bemg ._' Rousseau s pomt de depart 1n elaboratlng ;
a new polltlcal solutlon 1s therefore the fmal stage of the state oE'v_ - ca
, nature, and hlS soc1a1 contract theory 1s suggested as. ‘an alternatelu: )
‘-fchOICG to the exlstlng order. It is. in th1s oonnectlon that Rousseau“"_”,

'can be termed a revolutlonary and respon51b1e for the revolutlons o

. vhich- followed him. g Sien T R



e

Rousseau s basu! problem—conscmusness of securlng man's

natural rlghts by soc1a1 means 1s reflected in the determlnatlon of

the oondltlons of - the. new government Fbr hlm,. somewhat 1ron1ca11y,

o

the power and authorlty of the polltlcal government are legitlmate R -

because they orlglnate t'rom a contract establlshed by men, they cannotl

c1a1m leglt‘lmacy by cla1m1ng to be based on nature. It is only a'

conventlon anong men that glves 1eg1t1macy to a government no amount

“of physmal force can. do so. 'I‘hus all forms of . slavery - whether it

~

is, clalmed they are - based ,on.conquest or - contract; - are'-

1lleg1t1mate -"absurd"'and "meani'ngless" since they .cannot be

-grounded on"'natural" r1ghts whlch are by def1n1tlon "conventlons

-..“It w1ll always be equally foollsh for a man to say to a.man or to a
people ' 'I make wlth you a conventlon wholly at your expense and»

.wholly to my advantage, I shall keep 1t -as long as - I llke,‘and you' '.,-

_w111 keep 1t as - long as I l1ke'"4

- Conventlons establlshed among people can be f:'ormallsed 1nto a

- ,'m ‘the anthropologmal development of man 1n the state of nature. g

I suppose men to’ have reached the po).nt at. whlch the obstacles ,
: - in the 'way: of" ‘their preservation .in the state. of nature show L
IR Y their power .of resistarice to be greater than the resources at:
‘' the disposal of each 1nd1v1dua1 for hlS ma1ntenance 1n that :

state...

"»...as men cannot engender new forces, “but 'only wnite and

' -dlrect ex1st1ng ones, they: have no’‘other means of preservmg -

'j_"contract“"" The loglcal ground of thlS soc1al cqcrmtract lS to be found'

themselves ‘than ‘the: Eormatlon, by aggregatlon, of a sum of'_‘.',': :

AR " forces: great enough to overcome the resistance. - These they -
% _.have to-bring into- ‘play: by means of a smgle motlve power,. and’

-cause to act 1n concert 5

: ,'I'nis "s1ngle mot1ve power .1s enough to brlng about the sum of .

exlstlrg forces and to overcome the obstacles whlch starﬂ 1n ‘the vay" PR



,of the establlshment of the contract. Such a. ~Sum of forces,"‘which

g enabled men to surv1ve natural dlsasters 1n the past, now un1tes them”

.agalnst despot).sm in sach a vay that An assoc1atlon man obeys hlmself”'v B
alone wh11e at the same time obeymg all in other words, man can.

"b‘remaln free wh11e constltutlnq a polltlcal State by renouncmg hlS“ ’

freedom. .

111

-

"'Ihere is,. 'th'en, a paradox'icall-log‘ic to 't'he social contract.G

Flrst man a11enates - glves up - totally h1mse1f together with all

'-hls r1ghts, to ‘the uhole oonmunlty 'Ihls allenatlon, belng "tbtal" o

.and "absolute ' 1mp11es that “the condltlons are the same for all"'

: -.‘_“that is, . everyone glves all that ne has, 1nc1ud1ng hlS rlght to 11fe.- ‘

Uy

Y-Second, the ahenatmn, belrg w1thout reserve, means that the ‘union

that the oontract attalns is as perfect as p0551b1e. No 1nd1v1dua1

' »assoc1ate 1s glven any rlght to demand more than others do._ All. the

assoc1ates are equal 'I'nlrd, each 1nd1v1dua1 assoc1ate,,1n”<'jiv'ing‘

+

‘,hlmself to all, actually glves hlmself to no“body, and "as there 1s no

R

.assoc1ate over vhom he does not acqulre the . same r1ght as he y1e1ds..'

~

" ‘:':.others over hlmself he galns an equlvalent for everythm; he loses,c"

7

and an" 1ncrease of force for the preservatlon of what ne has The_'

_\‘
'J

allenatlon, 1s therefore that\man can mcrease the force for hlS
' '.preservatlon, arﬂ hlS' freedom, w1thout losmg anythlng. Such a__'
"'beneflt was lmpossmle m the part1a1 oontracts 1n the past, 1n whlch' )

";-the weak, by g1v1ng themselves to the strong, wanted only to be.'"

protected by the latter.\.-.

vgmost str1k1ng beneflt of the total contract through a "total ST



. : : : :
. By the contract man creates a whole. comunlty ‘and becomes one

of u-.s 1nseparable parts T‘ne conmunlty that the contract produces is -

>

'a moral and oollectlve body, composed of its: members. 'Ihls bbdy is

' .~1n rea11ty al"publlc person (personne pubhque) in contrast to: ‘the

: prlvate 1ndq.v1dua1 As a "body“ and as -a “person thlS new. moral o

. _assoc1at10n is glven blrth llves, has 1t.s w111,_acts, ard. d1es ]USti‘

o
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Tas any 1nd1v1dua1 man does . ‘Rousseau refers to thls new body,
Sometimes asl a ‘“'State ,-sometlmes as a "republlc ' sometlmes as a'

"‘:"’»"body po'llitic", ‘ (corps pollthue‘) . The' body polltlc as a publlc person_ '.

Vacts accordlng to its general“ w111 wh1ch 1s not 1dent1cal to, or. .

'even t:he sum of the partlcular mlls of - all 1nd1v1dua1 members
: -\

Pousseau thus dlStlnnglSheS the general w111\ from the mere sun of all:;- -

"partxcular pr1vate mlls.s.

-«

the conmon 1nterest" and must 1gnore 1nd1v1dua1 partlcular, pr1vate-~

‘1nterests.

'I'ne general mll of the\body polltlc 1s represented by law

g _'j_“By the soc1a1 compact we have g1ven the body polltlc exlstence and
"11fe we have now by 1eglslatlon to glve 1t movement and w111 "9 As a -

B general w111 the law 1s created by a conventlon among the people, who

”and is observed by the people themselves. No dlfferences are adm1tted

\

"between those who leglslate and those Eor vhom the law 1s decreed

they are "two aspects of : the entlre object, w1thout there belng any

210

‘id1v151on of the v\hole. B >It 1s thlS equallty of the two aspects of

- the whole lwhlch makes the body p011t1c a _"republlc —.every State

.that ls governed by such laws ma be@ dered a: republlc - and
| v, 9\

Rather, _the general w111 con51ders only -

:by the oontract transformed themselves from 1nd1v1dua1 natural men, ‘ R
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“which differentiates it from the “old -mag\istracy _E"or,' in fact, ‘the
| "law" of the maglstrate was actually r\ot a law, but a "decree or .an

_ "act" of the maglstrate as an 1nd1v1dua1 prlvate gerson.- hhat then
T, .

1s the form and’ content of the law" Law is a. determ1nat1on of what
. the pol1t1cal State must do for 'the preservatlon of the contract, ‘and -

therefore the people . Fundamental to leglslatlon and the exerc1se of‘

'y

———‘—'-—~the—1aw—1s— 3ust1ce"——wh1ch~1s—~by defmltlon—a soc1al expressmn of——————
‘natural rlght's for the preservatlon and freedom of men.. "Doubtless,,

' t:here 1s a- umversal Justlce emanating from reason alone, but thls

,.11

A ]ustlce ' to be adnltted among us, mu§’t be mutual Through laws,

' accordlngly, all the natural demands wh1ch brought men to a soc1a1
o -"contract are translated lnto publlc regulatlons whlch cons1der the

" 'people en masse and act 1n the abstract"" 'Ihe effect of leglslatlon” '
. \‘ : . . . : . ‘
FARE 'on the 1nd1v1dual 1s as follows PRI T {' I, U
Lo T Letus 1draw : up the whole ~actount  in terms eas1ly” S
IR _commensurable. - What man loses by the social contract 'is his o
T . natural liberty and an unlimited right to everythmg he ‘tries .~ S
o 00 to get and: succeeds in gettmg, what he. gains is civil. llberty_»j»
.. and’ the - proprletorshlp of all he. possesses...We mlght, over -
“ o and above. ‘all this, ‘add, to ‘what .man acquires in the- civil =
. -state, moral 11berty, .vkuch alone  makes him tr v master of .
" himself; for’ the mere  impulse . of appetlt:e is slavery, while- =
"~ lobedience to a. 1aw vd'uch e prescrlbed ko ourselves is -~
'Ullberty 12 - : S ‘ T

. All the‘ enllghtenlng of the natural 1nc11nat10ns 1n an 1nd1v1dua1 man,\; '.
'.;‘i,'lncludmg his de51re for freedom,. is now replaced by the pr1macy of
) ‘fsoc1a1 ]ustlce, whlch 1s a balance between dlfferent 1nterests. Man"‘
- “‘then- regulates hlmself by a moral value—system.‘ The domlnatmn of law :
2.'.‘_"15, to sum up, a rule of the general w:.ll over the partlcular mlls, ':
o ‘the sub]ugatlon of natural llberty , whlch 1s "bounded only by the
strength of the 1nd1v1dual"," to —av11 llverty ', whlch is "11m1ted by;'}

,the general w111 "13 . o :', _'."_,'," R i



"HOMME" "CITOYEN" - 'I‘ne subjugatlon of the 1nd1v1dual,'

partlcular w1lls to the general w111 does not - 1mp1y the ob11terat1on~.

' of the former. For if the 1nd1v1dua1 demands are sacr1f1ced on behalE
of the comnon and publlc cause, which is by- nature' an '\abstractlon '
- the resultant tota11tar1an government would be in contradlctlon to the

’1n1t1al motlve for the establishment of the contract ‘the preservatlon

_polttlcal State is_to
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ofmen 1n—“1ndependence —and freedom

e11m1nate is not the~ 1nd1v1dua11ty of man but the dependency created

b, by the confllctmg 1nd1v1dual ifterests whlch hlstorlcally resulted 1n‘ i
the creatlon of the c1v11 state. By g1v1ng himself to the. State man:

- allows ~ hlmself to be "Eorced to be free" rather - than to be

)

':extermlnated.o So the formatlon of the polltlcal State,_and that of
the gené\‘al w111 presupposes the emstence and malntenance, rather
_than the obllt ratlon, of the individual w1lls. It is only 1nl its
relation w1th the 'in%iyldual that- the State - the, '!Sovere:lgnty" - c‘an

© function properly.

~ The relationshib 'of the bolitita_l State with its ,subjects is

»not that “between" a 'superior and-'an inferior"'; it 'is rather a
e 4 )

relatlonshlp "between the body and each of 1ts members. " With the -

‘f.establlshment of pol1t1cal government, accordlngly,v the convention '

among 1nd1v1duals that gave blrth to- the oontract transforms 1tse1f

‘1nto ‘a. conventlon between the - State and 1ts c1t1zens, between the -

'whole and its parts.‘ Fbusseau elaborates this relatlonshlp in the :

.‘well known sentence. '

" "It [the conventlon between the body -and _each  of 1ts members]

is 1eg1t1mate, because based on the social. contract, and .

equ1table ‘because - common. to all useful, betause it can have

o other object than the general good, and stable, because :
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guaranteed by the pubnl‘ic force and '_th‘e supreme power.lS

As a member of the polltlcal State . an 1nd1v1dua1 becomes a

)
"c 1toyen Insofgr as the polltlcal State is  a moral body, a
conceptual belng, purposefully 1naugurated by the partlclpants to the

contract, membershlp in it 1mp11es a set of rnoral relatlonshlps. - In

Rousseau’ s termlnology 1t is a persona flcta. m the other hand, the.

-

fundamental p.\rpose of the contract to preserve the natural rlght to

k%

exist and enjoy freedom enables man even: ‘under the rule of the
polltlcal State to sustaln hlS 1nv101ab1e rlghts, wh11e at the same"'

t1me be1ng obllged by the contract to fulflll the duty 1mposed upon

' h,1m as a "c1toyen . An 1nd1v1dua1 becomes Janus—faced m- the -one

a

-51de, as a "c1toyen“ he is- a p051t1ve participant to the "Soverelgnty
of the . State; on the other 31de he remams st111 a natural man, anx

“honme . Such a sp11t w1th1n an. 1nd1v1dual man is secured by the~

5 actual condltlons of the oontract mlch desplte the theoret1ca1
1mperat1ve of requlrlrg the 1nd1v1dua1 to a11enate "totally" ,A w1thout
_any reserve hls‘entlre 1nd1v1dua11ty,‘_exacts from h1m "only such part ‘

...powers goods--and liberty as 1t. is important for the conmun1ty to

control. "16 :
Every service a c1toyen can render the . State he ought to
" render as soon as the Sovereign demands it; but the  Sovereign, -
for its part, cannot impose upon its subjects any fetters that
are useless to. ’t/he community,’ nor can it even wish to do so;
for no more by the law of reason than by the law of nature can’
,anythlng occur w1thout a cause 17 o - .

",';'Ihe spllt of homne from c1toyen does not remaln merely as a

theoret1cal opp051t10n. (h its pract;cal 51de oft_entl_mes it produces_

clashes over oonfllctlng 1nterests.

w

In fact, each 1nd1v1dual, as an- homme, may have a partlcular

L}
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) w1ll contrary or dlsSLmllar to the general will which he has
~as a citoyen. His particular interest may speak to-him quite -
differently from - the common interest: -his absolute and .

naturally independent existence may make him look upon.what he

owes .to the common cause as a gratuitous contribution, the

loss of which will do less harm to others than the payment of

it is burdensome to himself; and, regarding the moral person

* which contributes the State as a person ficta, because not an

I honme he may wish to enjoy the rights of c1t1z°nsh1p w1thout

_ belrg ready to’ fulflll the duties of a subject.18 | o

o : challenged “Forced to struggle w1th nature or soc1al 1nst1tut1ons,'

Such egmstlc incllnatlons are mcompatlble mth ‘the- bas1c needs of .
the - p011t1cal State. As an "antlthesm of natural man" the State

requlres h1m to abandon "hls m01 whlch 1s replaced by a share in. thef

l\arger umt oE soc1ety "19 E‘go—centr1c1smvmust be suppressed in order

‘to presery'_e the’ advantages,_mich,'the"s:‘)cial contract has brought

about . o

In order then that the soc1al compact may not be an °mpty o

formula, it tacitly includes. the undertakings, which alone can
‘give - force to the rest, that .whoever refuses to obey the

"~ general will shall be compelled to do  so by the whole
body...In this~ lies the key to. the working of the pol1t1cal‘
‘machine; - this alone legitimises civil: undertakmgs, which,

. without 1t, would  be absurd tyrannlcal, and llable to the, ,
' ,most ‘frightful_ abuses 20 - RS

* An attempt has been made by P: D. Jlmack to explam the homme '4

ln th1s connect1 2il by referrlng to the notlon of amour—propre "In"» :
- ;fact" he wr1tes, “self love w111 only'confhct necessarllz with the_

: requ1rements of 5001ety when it becomes self—preference . 'I’nerefore, K
_Jlmack contlnues, __"’I’ne self—love he [Rousseau] descrlbes [as belng: 5

1ncompat1ble ‘with the necessary qualltles of the true c1t1zen does

"seem in fact to be self-preference, amour—propre rather than amur de '
. _ Amour de

501."21> But when we con51der carefully the oppos1tlon between homme

' and c1toxen in the Emlle, whlch Jlmack refers to, hlS argunent can be

[wrltes Fbususeau] one has - to choose elther to be an homne or- a-
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.citoz'en _,because he cannot be both at the same time," ™" The
: fundamental questlon posed by Rousseau, then, , is not whether man must

‘choose either o be homme or. to be c1toxen. .Rather, ‘}t is ‘whether he

should cling to an«existence 1ived in natural conditions and‘reject
A

socxal and polltlcal llfe, or seek soc1ety in order to cope with the'

'ev1ls whlch the development of human perfect1b111ty will - 1nev1tably )
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‘br1ng about If alife 1n'soc1ety is chosen, one must become a
.c1tox because . be1ng 1tozen is the only pos51b1e way to solve the
, ex1s§:1ng problems of natural 1nd1v1dual men 4“(hommes) So i
'Rousseau s theory: of - the soc1al contract, it 1s the natura\/,'
‘i‘ndividual man  (homme) hlmself ‘that - is opposed to the pollt1cal",”
‘conceptual man. (c1tozen) Th' "elther-or demonstratlon oE the two‘
"men shows merely the fact t‘hat one. can - become a- c1toy_'en only by
ceasmg to be an homme In this sense, JlmaJ:k s attempt to £ind the.

"passmn of amour—propre, wh1ch lS developed only in soc1al relatlons,‘

'S

in‘ the theoretl_cally natural man (homme) is not successful.

Rousseau is in no doubt that man cannot remain 1n the state of

~

-

nature. . E‘lndlng the solutlon to the problems of the ex1st1ng soc1ety |
Ain: the ooncept oE c1toxen, Fbusseau lays all hlS prlorltles on its
"reallsatlon. ' The goal of the polltlcal government ‘i-s"'thef‘
’preservatlon and prosper1ty 3 of 1ts c1toxens, the c1tozen, on ‘the
_.other hand has to g1ve even ‘his life. whenever the government wants.]
. ‘Moreoser, the government is empowered to ellmmate the | person who, by_.b
'v1olat1ng the 1aw,‘ attempts to return to “merely an homme._24.

U 'Iheoretlcally, m the pol1t1ca1 State homne 1s not allowed to exlst A

-Nevertheless, the c1toxen as the object of the goverrment s protectlon,
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) -remaips in himself still an homme. 'Ihe‘man whom the Yovernment isA to

to'support hlmself, in. everyday 11fe 51tuatlons, _1n private,

protect is not other than the man who lives, 1oves, and works in ‘order -

'1ndlv1dua1 relatlons w1th others. Homne 1s st111 there. = It is this

relatlvely small ‘and therefore’ somewhat ignored domaln of the prlvate

____man__whlch_can,__eyentually, ferment egolsm and cause the degeneratlon
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of the polltlcal State to a mere formula, though Rousseau was - not yet

aware of 1t | ThlS danger 1s partlcularly ev1dent 1n the problems

assoc1ated w1th mrk and property in the new soc1ety

woax AND PROPERTY IN THE NBW socrm - TheOretically, the,

soc1a1 contract makes everythlng a man has, 1nc1ud1ng the man hlmself |

a-: possessmn of . the State. -All the resources at .one's conmand, alli

the goods one possesses, come under the proprletorshlp of . the‘

-

polltlcal government‘. ', W1thout thlS "natlonallsatlon the soc1al

contract lS meanlngless because the ba51s of the oontract is a "total~

“alienation". But, as the loglc of the"'total allenatlon"'ls "to glve

to. nobody by g1v1ng to 'all" the proprletorshlp of the state 1mp11es. ;
that no- change is to occur 1n actual proprletorshlp Indeed, the
fact’ that the forces of ‘the State are “1ncomparably greater than'\_,

| those of any 1nd1v1dua1 ensures that the property of the 1nd1v1dua1-

man has now. a "stronger and 1rrevocab1e“ 1eg1t1macy

"I"ne pecull'ar Aot - about thls allenatlon is that, in taking'ff
over the goods -of 1nd1v1duals, the oomunlty, so far “from .
"despoiling them, only -assures them legitimate’ possessmn, and
‘changes usurpatlon into "a true ‘right. and -enjoyment into
- proprietorship. Thus ‘the possessors, ‘being regarded as- -
depositories of' the ‘public good,_ and having. their . rights -
-~ respected by all the members of the ‘States and malntalned»
agalnst forelgn aggressmn by a11 1ts forces, have, by a )
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cessmn which beneflts both the publlc and st111 ‘more |

. themselves, acqulred, so to speak, all that they gave .up. 25

‘.‘_By puttlng their property mder the 1ega1 or nommal possession of the'

* State the people make thelr rlght to thelr property 1nv101ab1e and
sacred. Such a paradox1cal theory of the ownershlp 1n the polltlcal

State bears two 51gn1f1cant 1mp11catlons for 1nd1v1dual econonuc 11E
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A

‘First, the rlght to property is percelved as a. natural r1ght,
'.a'nd,‘ 'therefore, not -to be 1nfr1nged by anythlng,‘ and protected:

'p051t1ve1y by ‘the State: "Every man has naturally a right to

e 'everythlng he needs. 26 'I'he r1ght of the "first occupier ’ Whi»ch was"
"90 weak" in the ,natural state of thlngs, now becomes a "lalm, through o
the s0c1a1 contract, avallable to every man in soc1ety The_ ,

underlylng aSSumptlon of such a 1eglt1mlsatlon of property is- that the

property ofr-an in'di.vidual is‘ »hls__"share" in the soc1ety he 11ves ~m, .

N

Secondly and oonversely, prlvate property,\ the r1ght whlch -

.'each 1nd1v1dual has to hlS 1and and goods, 1s always to be subordlnate ’
i to the rlght which’ the State 'has over all. ‘ 'I‘he State, belng the."'
"_ruler oE 1ts sub]ects, c1a1ms a rlght to all the gOOds they have, thus ,. .
establlshlng legal grounds to 1ntervene in the pr1vate sector in order

to prevent dlsparltles in wealth For the pol1t1ca1 government, "it

'1s not enough to have c1tlzens and to protect them, 1t 1s also

28'

necessary to con51der thelr subslstence. It 1s 1n thls sense that

the State reserves a r1ght to the property of the 1nd1v1duals

hd

In the DlSCOLlrS sur 1’ Econoﬂrie Polltl{e Rousseau stresses the‘

'r1ght °f property as belng "the mOSt sacred Df all the rlghts of

Ry
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‘C1tlzensh1p,,and evennmore 1mportant in some respects thHan lrberty‘
’1tse1f "29 . The. ground for thlS contentlon is: . 1) property affects
'rthe : preservatlon of hfe, 2.) property deserves a greater legal_
i'-attentlon because it is more dlfflcult to defend than 11fe,' and 3)»

property is the true foundatlon of c1v11 soc1ety, and the real -

‘ guarantee that 1nd1v1duals w111 réap the reward of the1r 1abour.30

120

\

Such’ a p051t1ve perceptlon of property, ev1dent1y m oontrast to the
negatlve view of it as the source of all the evils - oE the civil state,

- is derwed from the model of the "natural soc1ety" of ‘the second stage' |

_of "‘the state .of nature.- W1thout dependlng on -others,- the savage

rked on the lard he océupled managed an autarklcal domestlcll'_ -

_veconomy, and enjoyed 1ndependent, mutual 1ntercourse w1th his,

-“nelghbours Just: as such a "self—suff1c1ent" ‘economy was the ba515 of

o 'a natural equallty, the egalltarlan pollcy of " the pohtlcal State can

'; be sustalned only by the enjoyment of self—suff1c1ency by 1nd1v1duals. l
t'In order to be " free and 1ndependent", man must not depend on others,-

‘ he must be - economlcally 1ndependent and meet his- needs by means of his-
work on- hlS 1and 31 ’I‘hat property 1s con51dered in the pol1t1ca1 a
"‘State as a means to a self—suff1c1ent 1nd1v1dua1 11fe is 1nd1cated 1n_

.'..'_the Contrat Soc1a1 in a dls¢ussmn on the precondltlons for the,js

'establlshment of property as-a rlght. : -'

C—

In general, to establlsh the rlght of the first occupier over‘

a. plot of ground, the Eollow1ng ‘conditions .are necessary:

" first, the land must not yet be inhabited; ‘secondly, a man'
must occupy only -the amount he needs for his subsistence; and;
in the third place, possession must be’ taken, not by an empty .-

" ‘ceremony, but by labour and cultivation, the. only sign. of |
proprietorship that should be reSpected by others, in default S

of a legal t1t1e.32

The rlgtg. to a plot of 1and of 1ts flrst occupler 1s recogm.sed only

when 1t is worked on for self—preservatmn and 1ndependence When ‘1t'

\



exceeds 'that needed' for the fulfilment of.naturalvneed's, or when it is

more than that whlch can be cultlvated by one man, then it is

111eg1t1mate..' It must therefore °1ther be given up or become ‘the.

source of 1nequa11ty and slavery It is. w1th thlS view in mind" that

Rousseau suggests E1nanc1al measures to -obtain and ma1nta1n economlc'.

33
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: fequal dlstrlbutlon of property 1tse1f

‘ equallty in -the Discours sur l'Economle Pollt1que.

| When property is v1ewed as a means to the self—suff1c1ent"

1ndependence of the 1nd1v1dua1, it becomes an. external, legal -

€

R apparatus ‘necessary . f&r the 1ndependent Eree ~economic’ act1v1ty of

man. . Slmllarly, when property is' seen as the "true Eoundatlon oE'

1 01v11 soc1ety it is because property 1s the only "real guarantee ofﬁ N ;'

.'the undertaklngs, that 1s of . the work of . c1t12ens."?_4-

: 1mportant, therefore, in any egalltarlan ‘policy of the polltlcal

'-goverrment is 1ts securlng equal condltlons of work ,rather than an .

‘ ,Prov151on for the. pub11c wants is. an obv1ous mference from'.:
the general will, and the third" essentlal duty of government..-

. This duty is not, we should feel, to- fill the. granarles of =
_individuals and thereby to grant them-a dispensation ' from .
’labour, but to keep plenty so within - the1r reach that 1abour ‘

ilS always necessary and never useless for 1ts vaUISItlon 35 -

;Under such a government man must work for- his sub51stence Eor the one

who does not work w111 be unable to achleve a means of sub51stence.

Hereln 11es the essence of the egalltarlan pollcy of the polltlcal""ﬁ

goverrment ”“Man 1n soc1ety 1s bound to work rlch or poor, weak orf

""”strong, every 1d1er 1s &thfef "36

' How then can t-hls p051t1ve notlon of property - property as an"

" , external apparatus of 1ndependent 11fe through one S own work 4 ..ber

What 1s‘ :
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reconcxled w1th the negatlve ooncept - property as the source of human

,mlsery =~ 'in the new soc1ety” How can the possessmn of property be

controlled so t:hat every man w111 11ve accordlng to "nece551ty by 2

"means of his’ "1abour"37

compet1t1on, and ‘in conf11ct, ‘with: others’> How can the property of

1nd1v1duals be protected when, in order to’ do so, it’ is nece'"ssary to: |

when the search for it ‘tends to put. one in .

122 _

llmpose oonstralnts upon 1nd1v1duals and upon ‘the dlsp051t1on of the1r .

‘ goods”38 - For. u1t1mately 1t may not be enough s1mp1y to obey the

' _'-general w111 to respect the laws, to love the patrle, it may not be .

even enough to “11ve s1mply 1n such _way that the péduce of one's
: "

) land, approved by the government, is suff1c1ent to meet one 's needs.
:vPrlvate‘property, once 1t 1s recogn1sed as an entrenched pr1vatew_

- '~_.doma1n must arouse amour—propre in the honme and dlsturb the balance

between need and avallable resources. Consequently, the 1dea1 of the

pollt1ca1 state must °ventually be endangered ’I‘hls 1s the 'dllemna
_ N _

--that Rousseau s solutlon,,“un 1dea1 ..de 1a bourge0131e, 39

;resolve .

’I'ne separatlon of homme from c1toy_'en and the establlshment of -

A ‘_',-'property as a prlvate area under governmental protectlon and as tha, o

" basis of the 1nd1v1dua1 s work for hls preservatlon prov1de some\

: Flrst of all work as the means to support 1nd1v1duals 1s regarded as

a prlvate affalr rather than a soc1a1 concern. : E‘.ach 1ndlv1dua1 1s

respons1ble of hlS own preservatlon and the government ‘is to protect

hlS work act1v1ty by provldmg approprlate economlc condltlons for hlmi’_ o

- Ato feed h1mse1f by means “of his work and be 1ndependent of others. No

.A_-fc:ould 'not_ -

" o

‘-ground for 1nferr1ng the status of work in' the new "c1v11 soc1ety I



1

E blic measuries are oon51dered in Fbusseau S theory of "pollt1cal
economy" for - those who become dlsabled and cannot work ‘or to man whose.

‘OCCUpatlons requ1re hlgher techn1ca1 experlence and skllls. Rather,

the pract1ca1 measures elaborated in- the Dlscours sur 1' Economle

- Politique OonSlSt, generally, in d1rect1ng "the whole COrm\erce of the .
_____J.__ _

State...lnto such channels ‘as’ to prov1de Eor every need,-wlthout,'
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appearmg to- mterfere,"4p

'_money (aerarlum or flsc) and land. (domalne publlc) and through,

‘dellberate appllcatlon of taxatlon. In other words, the backbone of
governmental pollcy is to ma1nta1n "the dlstrlbutlon of prov151ons,”

money, and merchandlse in. jUSt proportlons" SO that every 1nd1v1dual

"may conduct hlS work act1v1ty in: an approprlate econom1c envlrorment

In splte of the 1egal State possessmn of all the property under 1ts‘
'Soverelgnty,‘ the. governmentl is 'not, actual-ly, allowed to lay L
.constralnts upon "the diSpoSltlon of goods"' of the people. - As ‘a :

: result of thlS somewhat "negatlve“ pollcy o\f the government, “work"'ls

- ,"A1n rea11ty subject to natural cond1t1ons of “the market 1nstead of to -
"soc1al control. ’ ThlS apparently contradlctory v1ew of work -
contradlctory to the theory of "total allenatlon" - 15 due d1rectly to.

. the- theoret1ca1 weakness in Rousseau s argument that allows the '

[
ex1stence of honme as a separate domaln. Ind1rect1y, it can be traced

N

to the soc1al and economlc context of Rousseau s tlme, 1n whlch human

work was ma1n1y agrarlan and commerce and forelgn trade were’ percelved'

through su1tab1e dlspos1t10n of pub11c'

fby;-lntellectuals-llke :Rousseau as_somethlrgi.unnatural_,_ and 1mproper. S L



-

2. Work in E}ducation‘ for Politicisation

"-.In. ~l>757" Madame dl"Epinay .'wr'ote_‘.to_', Grimm, recalling a
conversatlon ‘with Rousseau- Z‘ . B

But after all, we are not - savages, sald I to hlm, for good or -
bad, ‘education is a necessity. How is it to be managed? It
is certalnly very difficult, he:. replied...To make your mrk;f

easiersrsit—would—be— necessary~—to begln——w1 th—a.total:
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’reconstructlon of society. Otherwise, if you seek ‘the-

advantage of your ‘child, you ‘will. constantly be in “the

'predlcament of prescribing to him in his youth- a crowd’ of very :

wise max1ms wh1ch he w111 have to abandon 41

A "total reconstructlon of soc1ety" means, in effect, a reductlon of o

\

'ﬂall the establlshed advantages in- the exlstlng,' "corrupt"‘soc1ety to

. - those requ1red by all men, that is, by a rnere "man" n thls ground

‘ .."man" may ‘be - reshaped 1n natural condltlons to a member of a totally'-,. PR

>

-ydlfferent 5001ety Rousseau S educatlon of "a natural ‘man", 'whlch we
: have examlned, pursued 1n thls line the formatlon\ of man g1v1ng the"'.‘,'
‘Chlld a vocatlonal sk111 to support his "1ndependent and free" llfev

g and ‘an emotlonal readlness to share w1th hlS fellow men a. mutual and ’
".cooperatlve 1ntercourse. ,. Once thlS goal is reached however,_lr
educatlon has to J:hange 1ts d1rect10n towards a transformatlon of thlS-."

' ‘-"man"“ J.nto a ‘member of the soc1ety whlch 1s the result of “total,"."f

[

'reconstruction".f This 'new soc1ety,‘ whlch is to“achleve a true
'successmn of “the state of " nature, clalms to be a: truly "polltlcall-

: assoc1at10n for solvmg the problems that men could not cope w1th by. o

-

" 1nd1v1dua1 efforts or. by unthorough polltlcal"’measures. Iherefore,_' L
o “"the next step 1n Rousseau s edu,catlonal scheme is characterlsed by 1ts j .

':'endeavour to' "p011t1c1se the young man. In thlS sectlon we w111f_'._'
exam1ne in. the flrsf: place the aspects of the p011t1c15at10n in the_

new "c1v11 soc1ety4, 1ay1ng. _fo‘cus on .the sta_tus‘ of ‘work", and then " '
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turn to-the "politicijs,ation of Emile at the t1me when he becomes an.

'adultj.':' 'Ihis‘»v'ii"l_l' be foilowed, flnally, by an assessment of the
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_meaning of work in the. new political solution, both in pol1t1cs,and_. R

' _education.

WORK AND PUBLIC EDUCATION = As~ Totg & the new politicali—

: State conS1sts in. the "assoc1atlon of "lfree' and 'indep'endent"\.'

1nd1v1duals,f all ex1st1ng forces w1th1n ‘its terrltory w111 be

'rfvlntegrated. Such a State. demands educatlonally, that its chlldren be

'-.bound to the oomnon cause whlch the State pursues me 1nd1v1dual, \48 :
o .-__{\#.

' ".‘.:'Chlld who 1s merely a natural belng, must become a c1toy ‘a part of'_

\

"'_'the Soverelgnty All the chlldren born in the oorrmunlty must be

educated to partake in "the rlghts of c1tlzensh1p and to exerc1se the‘

e

f"duty" of c1toyen.‘ .' ThlS nece551ty for.c1v1c educatlon 1s.

.p011t1cally represented 1n the notlon of educatlonal "patrlotlsm'.“"

) wh1ch accustoms chlldren from thelr early years "to regard thelr“
1143

1nd1v1dua11ty only 1n 1ts relatlon to ‘the body of the State. O
/

Chlldren must come . to know that they are parts and members of the"'b

o whole soc1ety, and, moreover\, to 1dent1fy themselves w1th the State,_;' '

“to love 1t, and even to be able to sacr1f1ce themselves for it when )

BN o

N 'needed Patrlotlsm in Rousseau S educatlonal doctrme beglns w1th the S '

'i"bi_need to mteqrate all the forces to the State, 1t develops mtO the"'

view that Ea_trle - a patrlotlc perceptlon of the State --is the sole'." E |

,_*'f body that can transform '_'men'f , 1nto a "people d15t1ngu1shed from‘f
others.-,' "It is the natlonal 1nst1tutlons that form the gemus, theﬁ 3

_{charact_'er , the tastes, and the morale of a people v and make it



S .
; !

dii'i»fere"ntj from :every'"oth'er' people.. The "natlonal physiognomy’

'whlch characterlses a people comes’ as a. natural consequence of a
’“conmon polltlcal 11fe w1th1n a country, one vhlch calls for solldarlty-

..amorg’ the people, and prov1des a ba51s for "that ardent lOVE' oE"f

n44 ‘ S, - .-: S ll45

126

"',country w Patrlotlsm and the natlonal physmgnomy fall Lnto a .

reciprocal relatlonshlp splralllrtg each other upwards to a strong

natlonal entlty ; Consequently, a’ Pollsh chlld becomes at twenty years
,46 -

"of age "a Pole and nothlng but a Pole._ This mutual effect | of_*
. patrlotlsm and natlonal physmgnomy is to be encouraged,. rather than.'

_' to be. dlscouraged by the polltlcal goverm\ent, not only because the:-"
"i-'power of the State is- grounded on 1t but also because true human‘~ i
»relatlons_ a_rei p0551ble , only when men dlscard the mask of,""

cosmopol1tanlsm whlch oonceals selflsh drlves and see themselves as".

".belongmg to a country., By belng a c1toy one can complete hls“'}-’ R

,».belng as .an homme.47z

*'fiundertakm; to "educate" 1ts people is one of the fundamental rules

- of popular or legltlmate government "48 The State undertakes the"

14

'In thls "ontext, Rousseau thlnks, the :

.'enterprlse of formlng ltS chlldren 1nto 1ts c1toye not along the”__,'.:

'partlcular w:.lls of 1nd1v1duals, but along the general w111 for the"v" S

common cause.- hlS educatlon,.whmh Rousseau characterlses as"-'

‘ B publlc -or "natlonal" educat1on, comblned w1th the "patr1otls'n" whlch‘--

"’:‘1s to 1nsp1re 1n the m1nd of chlldren, 1s a centrally 1mportant

‘ "=>_act1v1ty of the new soc1ety

CLow g

In publlc" educatlon, unllke "domestlc“ educat1on, the place

.‘famlly over hlS chlldren,‘ the State assumes over 1ts c1toyens an i

- _:‘_Aof the father 1s taken by the publlc authorlty._ lee the father of a' -
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authorlty as v»ell as a duty to’ meducate” them. ’Y'Un'lik'e the - father,

however, the State a1ms at formlng a soc1al man, ‘a part of the State, '
and ot a. natural Man s In the polltlcal State, -

. ....as the reason of each man is ot - left to the sole arblter
of his duties, government ought the less - 1ndlscr1m1nate1y to”

~ abandon to. the intelligence and prejudices. of - fathers ‘the .
“educatlon of - thelr chlldren, as . that ‘education is  of- still
greater 1mportance ‘to the State than to the fathets:  for,
according to’ the oourse of nature, the death of the father

—often— deprlves—hlm—of the- fmal—frultS—of educatlon,_but_hls-___
~country .sooner ..or later percelves its" effects. E‘amllles :
' " dlssolve, but the State remalns 49 ' ) oo
N ' o
As® far as the task of the State as the educator of its c1toyens is to

‘.>d1rect them to the publlc cause, the educatlon 1t ‘conducts )

"‘-v(‘constltutes the sole mode of" educatlon whlch 1s perm1551ble 1n the

‘. '-‘polltlcal State. Domestlc | educatlon,i wh1ch depends on’ the |

" 1nte111gence of the father, ~an. 1nd1v1dual "natural man\,,must be
'eLther suppressed or | controlled 1n a s’u1table way so’ that the
.‘-.1nf1uence ‘of the father s personal prdjudlce on hlS chlldren may be

"‘_.:av01ded : Thus, 1n the polltlcal State the governmgnt prescrlbes
'b-regulatlons for 1 publlc educatlon, determmes the materlals, }

.order and form of the study of the ch11<:1ren,50 hlres teachers, and

:,_.'controls the1r educatlon at the hands of maglstrates.._ I-bwever, such a

.v\\.'

prlorlty 1a1d upon pub11c educatlon does not actually extermlnate

"‘v>-want "to have the1r chlldren brought up under the1r own eyes. y

R domestlc educatlon, whlch may - st111 be preferred by some: parents “who '.' -

' 51
‘_’-v"b'_’Iheoretlcally; domestlc educatlon is able to ex1st 1nsofar as it 1s B
' 'fltted to the partlcularlty of the ch11d, or: of the famlly, and as
. _long as 1t is not contradlctory to the general mll. -;' L

The political aim of public ‘ducation- is deliberately sought
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by selectin'g suitable teachers, determining appr'opriate educat’ional
methods/\and env1ronments,_ and adoptlng a- proper sequence of
educational stages. ' Patriotism belng the major goal of educatlon,

3

teachers are selected among those who have been good examples in

servmg the State.- "Illustrmus ’v;arrlors, bent under the weight of -

. thelr laurels are h1red to . teach "courage", and "upright Maglstrates,
w52

——grom—mlte—m—memplrple and om-the-bench" to teach_ "justice.,"
| Supported by . thelr authorlty .and example, " such. teachers would get
themselves v1rtuoUs successors,“'and "transmlt from age 8 < age,' to
generatlons to ‘come, ‘the experlence and talents of rulers, the courage :
b_ and v1rtue of c1t1zens, and~common emulatlon in all to 11ve and d1e
for thelr country.“s'3 That the teachers must be good c1toye is also
. related to other quallflcatlons Eor teachlng. Of course a teacher
must be - the c1toy of the country No fore1gner is allowed to teach
In addltlon to thls, "these teachers should 1f p0551ble all be marrled
men, dlstlngulshed for character and problty as well as for good sense

and 1nte111gence ." 54

Unmarrled men are seen as . unsultable -for
teachlng because they are not en]oylng a nor.mal and proper soc1a1 e
llfe. Even excellent teachers are not expected to regard thelr job as.
-a profess1on because in the polltlcal State no permanent p051t10n is
allowed except that of c1toyen. "I\eachers are encouraged by a prom1se 8

of an occupatlon of -even greater repute after the1r term and thus .

thelr authorlty as well as thelr reputatlon 1s preserved

Ry The presentatlon to chlldren of the good example of the1r
teachers in service to the State oonstltutes by 1tse1f an educat1ona1
74

Lo m_ethod. : Such examples may stlmulate chlldren to model themselves or%;



thelr teachers' env1able achlevements. A second method adopted in

"'publlc educatlon con51sts in collectlng chlldren together and
teachlng them through group actxv1t1es. Citoyen, the. soc1a1 man, is

to be brought up, not in solitude, but in a collect1v1ty

",'They—[ch1ldren]_should_not_be__allowed to_ plav separately_

- at their own fancy, but made to play altogether and in publlc,
so, that there may always be a common end to which they aspire,
and by which they-are moved to rivalry and emulation., Parents
who - prefer domestic education and want to have their &hildren

' brought up under their own eyes, ought nevertheless to send
" them to these exercises. 55 ’ ; .

It is through such a collect1v1st educat1on that children come to have '
sturdy“ constltutlons, and are accustomed to "dlsc1pl1ne, ‘to
equallty, to fraternlty, to r1valry, to living under the eyes of their
fellow—c1tlzers and seekmg pub11c approbatlon."‘56 E‘lnally, publlc |
educatlon adopts a method of ‘edugation which lays’ emphas1s on thel.
physmal growth of the chlld Each school should have a gymnasmm or .

place of phy51cal exerc1se for chlldren. ."-'Ihe tralnmg of _the_body", \

Rousseau says in the Cons1derat10ns sur le Gouvernement de Pologne,
"though much r‘eglect\ed, 1s, in my oplnion, the most anortant part of
ve&ucatlon", not onlyg, because 1t makes the chlldren "healthy and "
robust“ but gfym because 1t brlngs about moral effects, whlch are

o -
generally neglected altogether, or sought by teachlng the ch11d a.
¢
number of pedantlc precepts that are only so- many mwspent words wST
By ke%plng chlldreh engaged in phys1cal act1v1ty, the grow1ng’

o amour—propre, of whlch 1d1eness is the hotbed 1s suppressed _ and'

amour de soi is developed 1nto soc1a1 plty and fraternlty

It is extremely easy to effect th1s in a good system of publlc
educatlon.A The method  is to keep the children always busy, .
not with troublesome lessons beyond thexr oomprehensmn, which: =
-they hate, ‘because (if for nothing else) they are compelled to
= remain: in one place, but ‘with exercises  which give . “them. -
v pleasure by sat1sfy1rg the needs of the grow1ng body, and in |




I | .
other ways besides.58 N

| The same pr1nc1p1e of "negative" educatlon employed in the education

. of Bn1le to a natural man applles now in the education oE chlldren to,'

soc1a1 men.
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The educational methods of utilising good examples,

collectivi'stic ‘group ‘activities ‘and physical activities may be

o

su1tab1y applied to chlldren accordlng to thelr developmental phases.
Rousseau seems to apply the developmental 1aws of h1s Emile to‘
"publ,lc" educatlon vhen he wrltes. “If there are 1aws for the age of

maturity, there ought to be laws for 1nfancy, whlch teach obedience to '

- others."59 In accordance w1th the natdral 1aws of development in. the

‘child, publlc educatlon must endeavour to suppress bad 1nc11nat10ns'
'from the early years of the’ chlldren ‘and to dlrect them to the public
-good. .'"It is too 1ate ' Rousseau says, “to chahge our. natural
, inclinations, when they have taken the1r course,' and .~.eg01sm 1s :
’conflrmed by - hab1t "60 Ps far as purely polltlcal educatlon 1s

\ :
concerned Rousseau prov1des in the Consxderatlons sur le Gouvernement.

de Polgne a few very short passages on the sequent1a1 allocatlon of

educatlonal materlals.- \ o

A Chlld ought to 1ook upon his fatherland as soon as hlS eyes

open to the light, and should continue to do so t111 the day,. .

| of his death.5l .

.When he is. learnlng to read, I want h1m to read about hlS own
country. .~ At ten, he should be acquamted with all 1its
.productlons and at twelve, with all its provmces hlghways,%
- and towns. At flfteen, he. should know..all - 1ts hlstory at,

. 51xteen, a11 its laws .52

‘At twenty. years of age a- Pole ought to be a Pole...63

E‘rcm—l his birth the chiid ’Wili be exposed'to\the 'nati-onal -

- .
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identity of hls country and" step by’ step guided to an mderstandmg of

‘its economlc, geographtcal hlstor1cal, and p011t1ca1 llfe. ‘ "’I'hi_s
‘procedure of guldance is basmally the same as that by whlch Emlle was

1ntroduced to mater1al productlon through physmal act1v1t1es, to the

development of reason, and fmally, as we w111 ‘soon see, to ' pohtlcal
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' natural man - ‘the free 1nd1v1dual'64 - in adaptmg h1m to soc1ety

A.‘.w111 what is w1lled by the general will.

relatlonshlps. T As a pr1nc1ple of these educatlonal procedures,

Rousseau emphasmes ' "E:verythmg depends on not destroylng the

\

"I‘he end result is the- "patr10t1sm of the grown—up c1.toyen', a
part1c1patlon which gu1des partlcular w1lls to- be "1n all thlngs

conformable to the general w111"' and makes 1nd1V1duals "voluntarlly '

66

In the new pol1t1ca1 State educatlon is open to, and requ1red

ffo'r, all. ' Slnce the c1toye " be they rlch or poor, are equal under, |

‘the oonstltumon, "they should ‘be educated together, and in the same -’

way.") p7 For thlS purpose,. if a completely gratultous system

1mp0551b1e, Rousseau sﬁggests 1ower1ng fees to 1evels whlch the.
: poorest can pay and establlshlng "a certam number of free places" for
the poor 1n\ every school at the expense of ‘the State ' 0'1 the otheru
: band, in order to enable schools to meet the needs of the- government,
'Rousseau recommends the Berne system of "1 E:tat exterloeur" which, by’

organlsmg schools as a oopy 1n m1n1ature of a11 that constltutes the '

government of .the republlc produces for the State adm1n1strat1ve

workers such as member of "a senate, chlef maglstrates, offlcers, o
ushers, advocates "68 “The subjectlon of educat1on to the State cause _'

'"constltutes the backbone of the “publlc educatlon.

.o . . . .
% ’ : - .
)

e

w65
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 In Rousseau's 1deal of publlc educatlon, 1t is notable that no .
B mentlon is made of "work" whlch occupled the central pos1t10n in- the.

educatlon of Eh}lle as a natural man. wOrk as an essent1a1 condltlon»:

1Y

for - mamtamlng the "free and 1ndependent" natural -1nd1v1dual man ’

dlsappears when “the focus of dlscussmn 1s brought to’ the publlc and__"
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= polltlcal 51de of civil soc1etyf : Th1s suggests that .for Rousseau

Q‘

man's work is an 1nd1v1dua1 and prlvate affalr rather than a ‘social - -
and publlc concem Even . vocat10na1 tra1n1ng, whlch is today largely'

“ prov1ded by publlc money, lS never ment1oned 1n hlS theory of "publlc- :

education”. ‘

' THE POLITICISATITON 0 EMILE.”- ADULTHOOD ’——: We.have seen. bln.':
the precedlng chapter that Ehule, by acqulrlng work . skllls and the “
emotlonal maturlty to assocxate w1th others on’. equal terms, hasj
: completed h1s development as a natural man and been prepared for
‘301n1ng an egalltarlan soc1ety. 'I‘he flnal step 1n Rousseau s.v"
"edcucatlonal plan is to glve h1m a proper place in soc1ety. 'I'hls
adaptatlon to soc1ety “is oonducted in . a two—fold way " on the one’

Jhand, Enule 1s led to establlsh a fam11y and become 1ts "head" on the_

other, he is mcorporated mto a polltlcal State as 1t:s part,,as a
citoyen. :

~

Rousseau.views marri‘age as a relationship which complemen'ts

~_both man . and Wcman.p-' 'I‘ne fam11y was orlglnally the f1rst society,
’based on-a conventlon between man and woman to fulflll thelr mutua1< o

deilres. All the rlghts and dbl1gatlons in mar1ta1 relatlons-b
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originate from this original agreement.. Insofar as the desires: which -

N

prampt it are natural, marriage is natural; insofar as the convention

"which creates. it. is. "'soc'ial', it is social" = Basically,‘however,‘

Tit secures them. ’Ib the newly marrled Emlle and Sophy, Rbusseau says

'marrlage does not requ1re man to dlscard hlS natural rlghts, rather,-
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’"Remember both of you, that you are fre Tm partners are tled

'together by love, an extensmn of amour de soi and oooperate with each

| other in order to gain what they. lack by the nature oE thelr sex, and

to preserve themselves by mutual a551stance based on a consc1ousness

' of conmon ownershlp and corrmon destlny : In this. sense, Emlle s famlly :

1s a soc1ety v\hlch completes mat he - 1acks naturally. As far as’ the

.external world is. concerned the famlly is an 1nd1v1dual and prlvate :

-,domaln,, just _as it was .in the naturalsoc1ety.

In the natural soc1ety the savage could rema1n somethlng oE a’

hermit w1th1n hlS famlly, for economlcally he was completely

state, where d1v151on of labour 1s a dommant way of productlon, no
' ne can exclude hlmself from others, mutual 1ntercourse ~and’

: communlcatlon are necessary oondltons for one s preservatlon.v' So, as =

"head of a fam11y“ E)nlle, an tlonme must be a c1toy of a "patrle
or the slave of a tyrant 'Iherefore,' shortly before hlS marr1age he

".'lS told.

)

" 'know about .it? You have studied your duties as a“man, but
. what do you know of the duties. of a citizen? Do you know the
" ‘meaning. of such terms as government, laws, country? - Do ‘you

"self—suff1c1ent.v No econcm1c exchange was necessary. But 1n a c1v1l-

R ‘Let us speak of yourself. You bhope to be'a husband. and a -

" . ‘father; have:you seriously- con51dered your duties? When you
e " become the head of a family you "will become “a'citizen of your -
country. = And what is-:a citizen of the State’»“ What do. you -

- knowlthe pr1ce you must pay for llfe, and for what you must be‘-,



prepared to - d1e‘>.. Before you take your place in. the civil
order, learn to percewe and know what is your’ proper place 70

.’Ihus, file must adapt h1mse1f to an external soc1a1 order as’ well -as

a famlly soc1ety For‘ Rousseau, thlS external soc1ety is"

‘hypothet1ca11y d15t1ngu1shed from the exlstlng despotlsm which -vis' |
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characterlsed as "slavery 'Ihe slavery wh1ch emerged—ln—the tnir

N

"stage of the civil state con51sted 1n the subjectlon of men to a.

N,

- partlcular personal 1nterest, and therefore the morallty that governed

:

' ‘-_relatlonshlps was merely the "law of strongest" Whlch governed ‘men in

the natural state. The,a_appearance of slavery 'neant the destructlon of

' - the f1rst pol1t1cal socfgty based on a partlal contract and, actually,_-

lmplled a. retum to the fmal stage oE the natural state, a stage of.:. )
"war oE all agamst all".. In such a 51tuat10n, the notlons of‘mt

"patrle and "c1toyen are 'neanlngless ‘"The publlc 1nst1tutlon no

"longer ex15ts and no longer 1s capable to ex1st because where there’

-

is no. longer patrle there‘can no longer be c1toye These two words,
71

E patrle and c1toyen,' should be struck out of modern languages. g 'me"
' radaptatlon of . Bmle to soc1ety, that 1s, the soc1allsatlon of Bnlle,‘.. o

means at the same tlme a p011t1c1satlon ,' and Emlle s . entry 1nto a

! polltlcal State means hlS part1c1patlon in the soc1al contract | Emﬂ\e
'_-_"whlch unfortunately exlsts only 1n Rousseau s dreams.

A-"In ordérf" to ‘khow what . 1s his proper place ‘in soc1ety Emlle'

‘travels, compares dlfferent ways of 11fe and dlfferent forms Of,"l

government f and oon51ders "questlons of government ' Apubl1c morallty,
"~and polltlcal phllosophy of every k1nd “7

v-,_there is any safe and. lawful way ‘of 11v1ng w1thout mtrlgues, w1thout'-

, AN
must oomplete hls soc1al bemg by becommg a. c1toyen of a patrle, ‘one ’*'f'

~ Being_ taught that "1f.-v;f
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lawsults, mthout dependence on others, it lS...tO live by the labour

of our hands, by the cultlvatlon of our " own land "73

"If my wealth makes a slave of me, I shall Elnd it easy to renounce

W14

1t 1 have har‘ds to work . and I shall get a l1v1ng. He thus

settles down 1n an agrlcultural dlstrlct rhtecause "the‘condltlon

\

Bmle dec1des :
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\
!
te

e .

\

.

natural to homme is to cultivate the earth and’ 11ve on its frults,".’3

and becomes a c1toyen of a "patr1e" whlch actually does not ex1St_yet,

w1111n; to serve 1t like the Romans who "sometlmes left the plough to :

become a consul "76

enclosed w1thln the famlly, as a member of the polltlcal body, which .

/ 1s presumed hypothetlcally to. ex1st at the moment of . thlS-_

: \/

p011t1c1sat10n, he becomes a c1toy Emlle s dual mode d'ex1stence‘
‘1n soc1ety, however,‘ does’ not treat the two elements - homme and :

c1toyen - equally. .- BAs 1ong as one S - preservatlon in freedom and‘
1ndependence 15 possmle in- the c1v1l state only by the- ma1nta1n1ng of.v'
the polltlcal State, Bnlle g1ves prlorlty in hlS value—system to hlsw

w1ll as mtoyen. 'Ihe ooex1stence of honme w1th c1toyen - thls 1s the' ’

ultlmate and 1nescapab1e consequence of the whole Rousseaulst drama of o

o
human development both phylogenlcally and. ontogenc1ally

As the "head of a famlly", he - remalns an - honme

wom( AND THE POL.ITICAL SOLUTION. - 'I‘ne flctltlous 01toyen in

the E:mlle can be oompletely understood only by referrlng to the

c1toyen in the Contrat Soc1al 'I'ne creatlon of a publlc man” v who_’-‘_.

o

1s totally free from all the exlstlng soc1a1 ev11s and works in acc<1rd
w1th the ‘general w1ll Eor the comnon cause in the polltlcal State,"‘

: thlS is the oormnon subject of the two works 'I'ne dlfference is that -



one“deals with the‘subject in po‘litical 'terms‘, while the other treats '

it . m terms of educatlonal procedures. In,the sén_se’ that it ‘produces _ .-

'such a ‘“publlc man"” (c1toyen ' the Bnile is a contribut’ionkto the

’ truly "polltlcal" solutlon to the problems caused by ex1st1ng slavery‘

However, both in" the ‘Emile and in the Contrat Social ‘the’ new "publlc' |
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‘ Aman" (mtoyen) does not completely replace the or1g1nal "natural man"

A(honme) ' Rather, the notlon of pubhc man 1s treated as. a means to

'preserve the natural man 1n the c1v11 state, whlch 15, desplte all its

soc1a1 mechanlsms, eventually a contlnuatlon of the eg01st1c flnal‘

o phase of ‘the natural ‘state. Un1te and overcome all the obstacles to

»the preservat1on of yourselves' - 1t 1s such a 1og1c that conseguently\

secures in the c1<111 soc1ety"'the natural ‘arx:'l prwate, man as an-

1ndependent and 1nv1olable doma1n, and forces the government to

-protect h1m, 1nstead of‘ ma1nta1n1ng hlm under a str1ct control for the' A

-
.

| pub11c good_. S o
: N b? % .

S

In both theor1es, that of the somal contract and of the'_ .

i adaptatlon oE a natural man to the c1v11 soc1ety"‘ : work, together

. w1th property, IS regarded as belongmg to the prlvate domaln. 'Ihey.‘

) "-'are then treated in the same ways as llfe and freedom._‘_ The government_'.:,‘
g "ex1sts to protect these domams, not to attack them. 'Oonsequently,

'_'rany governmental pollcy Eor economlc equah\ty must- secure proper’_»
"'jeconom1c env1ronments _‘"not by taklng away wealth from 1ts possessorsp

but by deprlvmg a11 men. of means to accumulate 1t--not by bu11d1ng"

-hospltals for the poor, but by securmg the c1tlzens from becomlng_“' "

. _poor.,. _ By sultable dlsp051ton of pub11c money and land and by w1se o

""appllcatlon of taxatlon, the people are encouraged to” keep thelr mlnds

4



in "51mp11c1ty and thelr 11ves in "frugallty , and to mrk by thelr
‘hands so that they may be able “to meet the1r needs’ by themselves
- This may be Eor Rousseau, the only way to prevent the accumulation of'

wealth and to prevent "T:he.c1t1.zens from beconung poor .

’:deplcted in  the - Nouvelle He101se,.
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: Such a negatlve perceptlon of the role of polltlcal gov‘ernment
in human work is also reflected in the 1nd1v1dua1 s perceptlon of'

work." Ebr the 1nd1v1dua1 man, work is solely a pr1vate affalr because_

though indi'rect-ly 1t may serve to keep the’ whole soc1ety in

) _ tranqulllty 1t serves to preserve hlmself and hlS Eamlly. E‘m11e is .-~
. supposed to 1eave h1s "plough" in order to. become a "consul" when the'

_State calls. ‘. 'Ihls means that he wlll sacr1f1ce hlS work whlch 1s

central cto hlS pr1vate llfe, in order o serve the publlc cause which

_1s lmportant _for the S_tate.

- v\,

The status accorded to work m Rousseau E polltlcal solutlon'_ .
KR

‘(

'dellmlts the educatlonal role that work can play in p011t1c1satlon and

i in the new- pollt1cal State to . ‘the malntenance of 1nd1v1duals _'in -
freedcm and mdependence in thelr prévate life. . By learmng work’
,.skllls, a Chlld attams a.means by vh1ch he w111 earn, t‘or h1mse1f and-_'
’.-,hls famlly, a sub51stence w1thout whlch nelther.freedom ‘nor
| ',:"~,1ndependence will be posmble.v wOrk for preservatlon, however; does;

V _-"fnot requ1re perpetual labourl.- wOrk is necess_ary only 1nasmu_ch_ as _1t-
’_'1s adequate for procurmg sub51stence. ':mce' what iS- .necessary is.

'-secured, -one should relax and . enjoy ot:her amusements . Thus, as is

bl

78

proportlonately mlxed w1th play and other: Eorms of amusements It is |

work can. be pleasurable andl
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work, however, which secures a. proper élevelopment of personallty from '

_ amour de soi to plty and to love, 1nc1ud1ng fratermty ‘with man as a

specles. Elnploylng man s power both physmally and . mentally,- work

 chiecks the rlslng 1maglnat10n which 1s apt to 1nsp1re amour—propre in

the vypung man: -

‘Readlng, solltude, 1’d1enessn, a soft and -"sedent'ary life, ‘,
intercourse ‘with women and young people,  these are :perilous

 paths for a young. man, and these lead him . constantly into

danger. = I. divert his-'senses by other objects of senses; 1.

trace another course for his’ sp1r1ts by which I distract them’
fram - the course they' would have taken; it-is by bodily
exercise ‘and hard work that I check the .activity of the

‘imagination, which was leadmg him astray. When arms are hard .

at ‘work, the 1magmat10n ‘is quiet; when the body is very
weary, the passmns are not easily 1nf1amed 79

"";Even though the publlc schools w111 play no part 1h'.vocatioha1'

_tra‘lmng or -;work.educatlon ’ _the Almportanc‘e of pro_pe'rly conceived_ )

'work act1v1t1es in ' keeping the’ child' iri"the' path ‘of‘ a sound and

'healthy somallsatlon cannot be overest1mated In'deed' work'ed'ucation “

’ 1s a necessary condltlon for a polltlcal solutlon to the problems of

socxety, that‘s, for _the."horrme_ to become a c1_toyen' "
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CHAPTER FIVE: - .o . -

Conclusion

>,

™S,

. ) Vv
N v . .

""-’"flhis study has .xplored the . ooncept of work in Jean Jacquzs

Rousseau s educatlonal theory Treatlrg the educatlonal 1deas in- the

Emlle as essentlally a progectlon of Rousseau s phylogenlc account of .
the, soc1a1 ‘progress of man, the study examlned the changlng role of

“'mrk act1-v1ty in the educatlon recommended for Emile’ s dlt‘ferent

.

: developmental phases. 'I‘hese varlous educatlonal work act1v1t1es were

related to the hypothet1ca1 hlstory whlch descrLbes the nove from the

. R
. ,.er .

egalltar;an soc1ety e

PRI v VR T /\,\ N2
. - lv . - T . . . . -
Y Lt e I » _ .

I . R PP . «

s S

-

/\ R Chapter Two began w1th an eXamlnatlon of R:usseau s- concept of

the "state' of nature'f Much of hlS ana1y515 was concerned not w1th

the theoretlcally pure "state of nature but w1th the soc1ete
1‘\ .
nalssante, where man had already begun to c1v11lse hlmself 'I'nus,

N

4

. “

':* State of nat@(re through the c1v11 state arx:] utllmately to a new,
 ~‘1‘. b » .

cons1derab1e attentlon was dlrected to the . process by whlch men' -
. emerged out of mere. anlmals.ﬁv The savage man; of thea man of..

' " an1ma11ty (l'honme d'anrmallte) ’ ‘ was hardly dlfferent from other

anlmals. Hls act1v1ty to preserve hlmself was determmed entlrely by -

h1s 1nst1nct. Pb‘wever, in h1s 1nteractlon w1th hlS env1ronment the

‘ o.A_’:'.-.:"-”'.?143

’



' savage man came to develop hls native facultles, in partlcular, hls

drlve for ‘g

control. In the 1ong phyloge 1c process of copmg with the

environment, man’ came to “compare" hlS 51mple sensat1ons and to Eorm

fect1b111ty and hlS free w111, and ultlmately‘

144-
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simple 1deas. He then acqulred more comp11cated conceptual notlons"'
concerning himself, external thlngs and other human belngs,‘andv_
developed a certaln "raison sen51ble ard a w1ll ' W1th thls 'ne‘w-'
mental equlpment, man adopteda more p051t1ve approach to the external‘

"world in order to : transform 1t Eor his ' use. ThlS purposeful and'f'

/ .

1ntent10na1 activity was what we now call "work}‘ W1th work~ act1v1ty,'_j
man secured hls preservatlon and on this ground establlshed equal
' relatlonshlps w1th hlS fellow—men. 'Ihls new. soc1a1 phase, which o

.‘Rousseau calls "the savage soc1ety" or “the natural soc1ety ' meant a. -

(o

'completlon of the process of hommlsatlon, of man 5 dLstlngulshlng'

hlmself from other ammals.

> .

N o

_".‘gi :

In the second part of the chapter Fbusseau S educatlonal

prescrlptlons for the developlng ch11d were exammed. 'I'ney revealed a'._lf g

" prOJectlon of the phylogenlc orogress of man onto the ontogemc

: Adevelopment of a Chlld. A ch11d should be left fram hls blrth to . thev
"u _natural relatlonshlps d1ctated by nece531ty Although the ch11d 1s“'"” '
1argely dependent on others Eor h1s preservatlon,*he must be permltted o

"vand even em‘lraged to fu1f111 hlS natural reeds by hlS own act1v1ty. ’

v,

W1th hls growmg physztal strerv~ , thlS area of spontanelty must be .

lexpanded and the ch11d tagh  wita a new [ZDSltlve and purposeful

0

notlon of utlllty 'I‘he notion .. utllvlty, introduced when the,chlld

..w-,x':, , e



\

is transformed from a mere being of sensation to ‘one of "raison
sen31ble ‘- provxdes a crlterlon Eor the selectlon of act1v1ty to
fulflll _one' s needs. hhat is in service of one's’ natural needs is -

good- and what is not is bad Intellectually, the notlonpof ut111ty~"

R 'helps to Eorm a rat10na1 way of thlnkmg, emotlonally, it promotes ‘the

. 145

natural passmn of amour de soi whlch bec/omes the basis of approprlate

social’ -passions such as "plty

Rl

s
4

The 1earn1rg of work skllls, wh1ch a1ds 1n the chlld S growthv
‘-‘through "useful" act1v1t1es, prepares a: mater1a1 ground ‘on. which he —

may sustam his mdependent 11Ee when he becomes a grown—up man. . For

\

thlS reason, work educatlon is a cruc1al aspect of the formatlon of a L

natural man". The pedagoglcal notlons of "nece351ty", "ut111ty“ and«z N

"work" are all ‘in a llne 1n the sense t:.hat they reflect a certam

e

relatlonshlp of Eorces in the 1nd1v1dua1 and hlS env1ronment cIn o

1nfancy, the chlld lS subjected totally to the nece51ty of nature~"‘.'~r“'-~ .

he then m early chlldhood applles the cr1ter10n of "Utlllty" to his

: . act1v1ty, attemptlng to oontrol himself and hlS env1ronment Elnally,'

he works upon external materlals,. prOJectmg h1s 1mag1nat10n and

: 1nte111gence, and transformmg t'he world 1n accordance w1th hlS needs.

'I'nIs process of chlld development and of educatlonal procedure 1s-

essentlally a pro;ectlon of the phylogenlc process of human progress,v o

by wh1ch the spec1es man’ 11berated hlmself from, and eventually

V_controlled, the L nece551ty of nature in- accordance w1th hlS own =

. ‘needs.

Rousseau's. pedagogi‘c{a_}t program for the development of a



¢ . .
' N - . .

natural man, 1nvolves the Chlld in total engagement: —'"total" in the

~ Sense that he employs both mental and physmal powers - in his actlons

for ‘securing what is "useful“-to hlmself _ E‘rom the Elrst the Chlld.

is to be placed in actual life- 51tuatlons and encouraged to 1earn andl

—_grow. through act1v1t1es 1n1t1ated by hlmself ’Ihe educatlonal effect .

- 146

N

of these act1v1t1es, crowned by - "WOrk" is not . only to produce goods

to be consumed or results to satlsfy h1s d1rect needs, but also a

healthy body and a proper knowledge of . mater1als and human-

relatlonshlps, wh1ch can be applled to actual 11fe 51tuatlons. 'Vbst » '
51gn1f1cantly, work as ‘a productlve and practlcal act1v1ty 1nsp1res-‘

' 1ntellectual cur1051ty Wnlch 1s, in: turn, satlsfled by hlS work. _It EERT

1s thlS cycllcal movement between the mental and physic:gl poles that

| propels the chlld ever forwards and upwards. 'Ihus, worklng llke a\ -

' connectlon Rousseau s educatlonal use of work prov1des a con51derab1e‘

peasant, he comes to be able to thlnk llke a phllosopher. In thlS

) ’support for those who belleve educatlon should aim at the all round

'.develognent of the child. ‘ | s T .'?;;'

a.

Chaptér .'I'nree descrlbed the process of the declme %i the', o

"natural soc1ety" a\nd the rnovement towards the slavery of the exlstlng.f" :

R c1v1l soc1ety.' 'Ihe elements in man and soc1ety that were respon51b1e

>

L 'for thas soc1al and psychologlcal degenerat1on anluded the

B IURE

» 1

notlon of property that emerged in’ the savage conmunlty as a soc1al

' conventlon, recognlsed the 51gn1f1cance of the 1nd1v1dua1's work for"".‘,.»'»‘~

(%

. - hlS self—suff1c1ent" famlly llfe. _ It was thus percelved by Rousseau; - :

1nst1tut1on °f property and the d1v151on of 1abour. | 'Ihe pr1m1t1ve R '

: ' W
~1n a p051t1ve sense.v Indeed, property, wh1ch secured man s‘



L

°

-self-suff1c1ent and therefore "independent"’ l1fe, 'cont'ributed to'

"'ffr-ee and mutual relatlonshlps between 1nd1v1duals \and between ‘

‘families. A cruc1a1 moment in’ the degeneratlon of property 1nto ‘a

_’_soc1al evil was ‘that which saw the~1ntroduct10n oE the arts of

agr1culture and metallurgy, and the oonsequent emergence of the E1rst

. soc1al d1v1smn of 1abour.. By producmg more “than before, man“—forced :

-';hlmself to need more than before and. thus to seek goods produced byv'

'other men .

Rousseau v1ewed thl.S moment as. the beg1nn1ng of human
,b__dependence.' However, in our examlnatlon of Rousseau s theory, the“_ :
‘4 _.‘d1v151on of 1abour 1tse1f was not held to. be respon51ble for the new .'
.'_:de51re of man for more goods._' E‘or 1f man de51red exactly the amount
g of “1ron mlch he oould get by exchanglng the extra "wheat"' he' -
| ",_produced by hlS work, ‘the basm quallty of "self—suff1c1ency" in hls'- .ﬁ
i, llfe would be mamtalned-'consequently he mlght be st111 ."free and','n
1ndependent" o Indeed, if the faculty of "perfect1b111ty whlch: |
"‘resulted Qn man s self-—elevatmn out of mere anlmallty, had been' L
‘\.allowed to operate, 1t may be assumed that the d1v151on of 1abour was_-i:j

) 'Ia stage 1n humarr progress vtnch, properly organlsed, could have*"_ -‘

I\

‘relleved man S. 1abour arrl 1ncreased the lelsure and "amusements , both

L 'of ,men_and,. of' womern., -

If the techmcal progress 1tse1f 1s not held to be responSJ.ble-' S

L4/

Eor the _new. search for more goods,_then the susp1c1on must be lald_.__;‘ -

upon soc1al and psychologlcal factors._' rIhe d1v151on of labour, whlch"-_'

was a totally new way of productlon, destroyed the self—suff1c1ency oE«.‘ L

-':l

[l
N
; .



* the natural man by 1ntroduc1ng a new market system of exchange. This

"1mp11ed an . 1ncrease of contact both between 1nd1v1duals and between

“‘

) 'fam111es. 'Ihls greatly 1ncreased oontact saw the growth of a new

‘_psycholeglcal phenomenon of amour—propre, wh1ch comes - out of the

a8

'comparlson of self w1th others. It was th1s passmn of - amour—propre .

1 ‘tthat provoked the need for more goods, and consequently, by awakenlng

the need to produce more made property a central concern of the wholei'. o

'soc1ety.__‘ Increased product1v1ty and the new. notlon of property as a i 'f S

. means . of endless accumulatlon fed in turn the growmg amour-propre._,

e The whole process of the dec11ne of the natural state and of thef

‘development of the c1v1l state ' exammed 1n O’napter 'IWo may be"'

characterlsed as v1c10us rec1procal 1nteract10n between amour—propre_

. »'and ltS economlc and soc1a1 effects.

i

Amourjropre is' percelved by Rousseau as the major cause of.-"-""'

man s soc1al degeneratlon, lt must thus be retarded and suppressed 1n '
‘a chlld's educatlon._ In the second part of the chapter oonventlonal
educatlon 1n the exlstmg c1v11 5001ety was exammed By means of

i thlS educatlon, men, the slaves of amour—propre, perpetuate thelr‘

ex1st1ng soc1a1 advantages by 1ncu1cat1ng the prejudlce of the‘ o :

T

ex1st1ng soc1ety.‘ But 1f educatlon alms at ‘a natural \man, who lS_

»"free and 1ndependent" arr:l nelther slav1sh nor ° hypocrltlcal the,-'

'-'prejudlce of man, . together w1th amour—propre to whlch 1s fin o

: servme must be suppressed thoroughly. 'I‘herefore, _when the 1earn1ng‘».

,'of w:Jrk skllls comes 1nev1tably to face the "lndustr1a1 arts : that.'

1s, the dlv,lslon of labour, Rousseau carefully e11m1nated the "moral“f'

) effects of th}s rnode of product1on, st,rlctly conflned all 1earn1ng to

~'[:



"1 the technlcal 51de, and developed 1n the chlld's mind a’ notlon of

soc1ety based on exchange between equals and on equal terms

: Such ‘a negatlve measure 1s not 1n 1tse1f enough to suppress

‘the grow1ng amour—propre 1n “the chlld's mlnd "P051t1ve" endeavours:
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| must be mdertaken to preserve in the chlld's m1nd hlS amour de soi,
i . and on thlS ground to develop a healthy soc1al plty, a 1ove of the.;‘-“
.. “i"'\opposme sex, and a fraternl@th his fellow—men. ' 'Ib form “naturalﬂ"
_man ,'lone patterned on the savage in the age d'or. of man, Rousseauy
suggested that soon after the chlld's acqulsltlon of work ablllty, he

.be "taught" to tame h1s passmns and put them under ratlonal control ,

'Ihus 1s completed a _"natural man",‘ able to’ conduct a]"free and

Sy

"1ndependent" 1ntercourse w1th other men in soc1al sxtuatmns. In th1s
:},flnal aspect of the formatlon of a natural man, work ab111t1es prov1de-

_fa ba51s for emotlonal trammg,( not only because they become the i ‘v

because the process of acqu;rlng work ab111ty helps suppress the'

"-;the 1mag1nat10n that dlrect:]s h1m to de51re more than he 1s able to "

""v’,’amour-propre : 1s applled m the whole educatlonal scheme through'

.'-'encouragmg the ch11d to engage in "bodlly exerc1ses and hard work“
By bemg phvsmally engaged m satlsfymg hls natural needs accordmg»‘, -

‘,""to the pr1nc1p1e of "ut1111ty",‘_ the chlld s’ growmg lmaglnatlon 1s~'

aterLal foundatlon of an 1ndependent ‘economic act1v1ty, but also:'*
."“',-'{'_-"-gromng amour—propre. Keep the Chlld'S m1nd in. smpllcu:y and’ check. [N

C.‘W':: ‘procure thlS bas1c formula for combattlng th'e “ev1l“' passmn of_"f_'.. -

,calmed and he remalns content w1th the preservatmn of hlmself 1n'

vsmpllclty and freedom. It 1s actually‘ on thls ba51s that h1s natural;;f

compassmn is developed 1nto soc1a1 "p1ty cand fraternlty w1th other"




-

men. Only when t:he child is brought up 1n thlS fashlon, w111 he be

able to. view other men- as- hlS equals rather than objects of envy or as ‘
'_,tools to satlsfy hls selflsh desxres. 'Ihus Rousseau argues for the'

employment of work act1v1t1es in educatlon as a means to develop a,v, ‘

healthy soc_1‘a1 personal,lty-_.

150

In Cnapter Ebur, Rousseau S v1ews of a new egalltarlan soc1ety L
’ 'was 1ntroduced 4 A polltlcal solutlon to the problems caused by the ':<

ex1st1ng order oould be achleved only by ‘man’ entermg 1nto a new-f)

'“soc1a1 contract" and creatmg a new polltlcal State. .' 'Ihe bas1c-._’ =

»

strategy of the "soc1a1- oontract" was to brlng together all the“
'.'{exlstlng soc1a1 forces 1nto a. "smgle motlve power s as: to abollsh |
: -the establlshed despotlsm and slavery and secure the 1nd1v1dua1 m
freedcm and mdependence. E:ach person in the conmumty part1c1pates,»"" ‘;
‘-‘}_‘_v_-m the contract by totally "a11enat1ng all that he has to the new‘~
. ?vpolltlcal body.v 'I'he body polltlc whlch 1s thus created represents the‘ A : :
i common mterest.of 1ts members, subjugates all t'he prlvate, oartlcular .}
u__hj_w1lls to the general w1ll, 'and forces 1.nd1v1duals to be free ‘and
1ndependent by malntalmng a: soc1a1 justlce wlthln the oonmunlty ,’

~,""I‘here are thus o - more masters, no. more slaves., In reahty, however, e

f-the polltlcal government returns to the 1nd1v1d.:n. what he has g1ven'~f o

'Iup and even protects thlS property w1th an extraordmary power.‘_ o

o

Oonsequently, man in thls new "c1v11 5001ety 2 1n glvmg hlmself to

- .’__d:all ’ actually g1ves h1mself to nobody 3 and renders more secure hls B
,11fe, property and freedom all of whlch are essent1a1 to hls_’;
;1r1d1v1dua11ty 'Ihus the socml contract ensures man thl retentlon of-: _f

hhls partxcular 1nd1v1dua1 bemg (honme) by 1ncorporat1ng h1m as a part_\"',: S

o~
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“of ‘the. body politic (cltoyen) ’In"this' connection, .,individual man
comes to possess a dual character 1n the new soc1ety

a

> e

'The separatlon of homme from c1toyen originates ‘-'from

RoUSSeau s hypothet1ca1 perceptlon of the soc1ete naissante. In .the’

natural soc1ety, that 1s, 1n the second stage of the state of nature, —
- the savage worked, in addltlon ‘to huntmg and flshlng, on the land he 2

/ o
occupled both Eor hls own and hlS famlly s preservatlon._ For the-

rest of tlme, he sang and danced w1th hlS nelghbours for amusements.
Here R)usseau pomts out a pr1mord1a1 separatlon of what 1s prlvate"
frcm what 1s publlc . 'I‘he preservatlon of" oneself and.one's. famlly
.belongs to the "prlvate ’ wh1le ‘play - and other forms of peaceful
1ntercourse fall 1nto the vpub11c doma1n. Slnce preservatlon\ is -
regarded as bemg a prlvate matter, 1ts necessary condltlons -work and
property, are also percelved as condltlons of pr1vate 11fe, although

property is to be protected by a soc1al convent1on.

i
5

'I'nlslbasm separatlon between "prlvate and publlc" in- the
savage soc1ety is to be reproduced in the new "c1v1l soc1ety 'Ihe -
c1toy ‘ as a "publlc man, that is as a part oE the State, 1s
3 concelved as an 1dea1 type 1ncarnat1ng not only all the v1rtues ‘and
powers requ1red to fulflll hls p011t1ca1 respon31b111t1es, but: also
havmg a need to mamtam mutual and 1ndependent"'relatxonsh1ps w1th |
other men, that 1s, other prlvate men. _ 'I‘hus the 1nd1vidual as a. -
natural man, whose essent1al ground of ex1stenceyls hlS famlly, 1s not
to be completely replaced bY the new polltl"al. man-. rather, _ the

polltical man@; to ‘be. concelved in - terms wh1ch help preserve the



natural man. As a c1toyen, an- 1nd1v1dual may regard hls work and.
E property, as well as his 11t'e and Ereedom, .as belonging td. the State,'
_ ‘because this was, de']ure, the precond1t1on for hlS becommg ca
c1toyen, but as an honme he regards hlmself as being authorlsed by the

State to possess an excluswe r1ght over hls work and" property ]USt as'.

—polxtlcal goverm\ent "to

he“dc)“es over_h1s—11fe—and—
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I~

’prescrlbe the cond1t10ns accordmg to mh1ch he [an 1nd1v1dua1 man] can _'

-

-dlspose of them. [hlS goods] 1s in real1ty less to alter hlS rlght as‘
"1t appears, than to extend it in Eact. l-‘ Thus,,both 1n the natural"» '_

and 1n the "c1v11" soc1et1es, work and property as a prerequ1s1te of»

~ 4

'work fall 1nto the prlvate sector and are’ regarded as ;p.ndlspensable
_aspe%ts of man’ s 1nd1v1dua11ty. ! ' S

EIN

Educatlonally, such a  view oE work bears importan-t

, B

R 1mp11catlons. 'Ib begln w1th, as long as preservatlon 1s v1ewed as a

:prlme respon51b11ty oE the 1nd1v1dual, a Chlld s development becomes_.. B

""».“_almost synonymous w1th hlS growth in ab111ty to-procure hls
N ‘sub51stence. ' Just as the , savage became a full man, 4“free and_ .I "
1ndependent" f. only when he came to support hlmself by work that.,

utlllsed h1s mll and 1nte111gence, S0 the formatlon of a ._.'?man"

| ‘(homne) is. canpleted only when he comes to possess developed workv
"fabllltles.“_ 'Ihls v1ew of a: deve10ped work ab111ty as a central element

R ;7"1n the - proper educatlon of man 1s tremendously suggestlve, even today,‘ »

: - for those vho oon51der educatlon 1n terms of the real happmess of the o

However, Fousseau's view of work as a private concern - imposes

‘\

A TR ..
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sewere limits upon ‘the "public" power - in terms of its. respon51b111ty
and mandate to 1mpose the condltlons of WOrk both polltlcally and
i educatlonally ‘It was.-the d1v1sxon 4of l_abour that had -dlssolved, thel
state of nature : and ushered 1n 'civi-'lisati'.on.. In~ the; "resultant‘

soc1ety, work is d1v1ded 1nto various. occupatlons and 1evels. ‘Men

work 1n dlfferent - ways - and thelr- rewards are. extremely varled.

Keepmg work in the prlvate domaln means that ex!stlng and consequent

.and rewards Eall out51de the

1nequa11t1es in worklng co

- e

_ o
. concern of government

property ‘is prlvate, . the

Yet 1t ‘is the exlstence of-

e

.j.thl-s '1ndependent »dom under&-and prnztected by, the A. : ° |

e . . . O % -

"poli'tical" ' g.overmnent,-

’erments ‘ egolsm and ult1mate1y '

degenerates t:he pol1t1cal contract mto a mere “abstractlon RS

‘ '_E"duc_ationaliﬂy‘, such a v1°w of work as a prlvate affalr
L RIS a :
precludes public?' educatlon from the poss1b111ty of encourag mg ST

vocatlonal tramlng -in: schools.. Indeed 1t proh1b1ts any 1ntegrat10n..‘-'

of honme and c1toxen by comb1n1ng the educatlon of oohtlcal man w1th ; R

the educatlon oﬁ the 1nd1v1dual,‘_ natural man. But certamly publlc
educatlon canpot succeed when 1t 1s merely and solely polltlcal" and\‘
1ncu1cates monotonous precepts to sacrlflce 1nd1v1dual well—bemg to =
. the publlc cause.“ Only when the educatlon of the natural man 1s"A
subsmned under, and’ mteg\rated w1th,_that oE the c1tozen 1n pubhcv‘-"“_

educatlon, 1s 1t p0551b1e to produce a man who see in the pubhc cause e

' hlS 1nd1v1dual 1nterest And thlS mt 't mvolve the 1nclu51on of work ]

and educatlon 1n the educatlon sponso'ed by t:he pub11c power.,-



Rousseau 5 partlcular v1ew of the natural man as' an -
. 1ndependent agent in the polltlcal State thus contalns a contradlctlon o
: _to h1s 1dea of a @htlcal remedy fdr the exlstmg soc1a1 evils .
. For, as the “polltlcal revolutions which began to burst out w1th10 a :'
'»'-;'-few decades of his death -were t'D demonstrate, . "conceptual“ and_

"ubstrac'-" 'polxtxcalgpower_was_apt t,o; remam so, the newly created'_

154 .

v

"State was thus 1ncapab1e of 1nterven1ng in- the "war of all agalnst'
all" 1n the emerglrrg capltallst c1v1l soc1ety ' Such a theoretlcalvv"

' weakness reflectsg Rousseau s 1nab111ty to escape Erom the hlstorlcall'.f" -

condltlons_ of hls—own age.'

ThlS study 1s -a- comprehenswe attempt to determlne the';"

‘f51gn151cance of work in,. Rousseau S educatmnal theory. In sp1te of

-some theoretlcal weakness in hlS view of the polltlcal solutlon to'-

.' .-_soc1al problems, hlS 1deas regardlng the pedagoglcal use of work .are

"'presumed to have been ent1re1y new to hlS contemporarles, for whom'

'-. ' educatlon was fomallsed and 1solat:ed both Erom actual 11?e and from"'_ s

the natural development of the ch11d 'Ihat Fbusseau, by adoptlng a

d’"-'methodology of opposm; the state of nature to the c1v11 state, R :

successfully 1n1t1ates a thorough recons1deratlon of educatlon, as

L well as of pOllthS, is’ clearly one of the factors wh1ch have made hlm'f

';‘.‘ one’ of the founders of modern thought As to why Fbusseau proposed_;d';‘

' “such an apparently radlcal pedagoglcal approach- as. to the sources oE"'_ R

f Vh1s theory and hlS oontrlbutlon to general and educatlonal hlstory,‘,:“
all these are 1mportant questlons. ’Ihey must however be answered by’

"_'-fother studles. R LR AN '. f : o EREOE .
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