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The APA Manual: 6th Edition (2009) 
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The APA Manual: 6th Edition (2009) 
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http://www.facebook.com/APAStyle 

RELIABLE RESOURCES 

http://blog.apastyle.org 
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http://owl.english.purdue.edu 

RELIABLE RESOURCES 
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U of A Library and Librarians 

RELIABLE RESOURCES 
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C4W @ U of A 

RELIABLE RESOURCES 
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Faigley, L., Graves, R., & Graves, H. 
(2011). The Brief Penguin Handbook. 
(2nd Canadian Ed.). Toronto: Pearson 
Canada. 

RELIABLE RESOURCES 
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Styles of writing  

Writing Style 

> 200 
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Writing Style 

Source:  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/

2012/09/11/hurricane-isaac-crop-
damage_n_1874763.html 
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APA Format Style 
•  APA Format: typeface, line spacing, 

margins, length, alignment 

•  APA Style: established set of procedures, 
standards, and rules chosen by your 
discipline to communicate with your readers 
and engage in (written) discourse.  

 

Writing Style  
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Academic Writing: 
•  Discourse-driven: FON = “evidence-based; 

CBL; CARNA; reflective practice; scholarly” 

•  Research-driven: requires you to read, 
summarize, and respond according to your 
discipline’s academic requirements 

•  Genre-driven: Scholarly paper is very different 
from an English essays; other FON genres: 
reflective journal, learning goals, care plan 

 

Moving from High School to University Writing 
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Your N190 Scholarly Essay 
•  Locate credible information i.e., sources  

•  Reflect on what these sources tell you 

•  Acknowledge all of sources that you have 
used in writing your assignment 

 

APA Style in Faculty of Nursing 
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Your N190 Scholarly Essay* 
*What’s most important? 

•  Content, evidence 
•  Personal response, growth 
•  Organization, structure, cohesion 

 

APA Style in Faculty of Nursing 



Wr i t ing in  Nurs ing	

          APA Style 

Your N190 Scholarly Essay* 
*What creates the most anxiety? 

APA 
 

APA Style in Faculty of Nursing 

The dreaded 
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Your N190 Scholarly Essay* 
*What creates the most anxiety? 

APA 
 

APA Style in Faculty of Nursing 

The dreaded 
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APA Style in Faculty of Nursing 
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APA Style in Faculty of Nursing 
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Scholarly essay: Crediting sources 
1.  In-text references 

The author and year of your source are written into the paragraph.  
 

2.  The reference list 
At the back of your assignment is a complete list of all the sources 
you used in your assignment.  

 

APA Manual of Style: Sections 6 & 7 
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In-text references: 
1. Summary: Concise overview; You briefly restate the 

author’s main points and conclusions  
2. Paraphrase: You use the ideas from the source and 

put them into your own words 

3. Quote: You copy the exact words from the source and use 
it in your assignment 

APA Manual of Style: Section 6 
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APA Manual of Style: Section 6 

In-text references: 
1. Surname of author(s)    WHO    

2. Date published       WHEN   

3. Page number (for direct quotes)    WHAT 
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Summary:one or two authors 
Reves (2009) studied university instructor’s self-esteem 
and concluded that the fear of students’ judgments made 
teachers overly self-conscious about their own mistakes. 

Cheung and Hyland (2005) investigated the academic 
performance of 420 Hong Kong university students and 
found that  females outperformed males in math and 
science.  

Spot the order?  
 

APA Manual of Style: Section 6 
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Paraphrase:one author 
Attachment is the special emotional bond that we feel 
for those who we are very close to (Berk, 2004).  
 

Berk (2004) described attachment as the special 
emotional bond that we feel for those who we are very 
close to. 

Spot the difference(s)? 

APA Manual of Style: Section 6 
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Paraphrase:two authors 
Media has a huge influence on the way people assess 
their health needs and view healthcare professionals 
(Dew & Kirkman, 2002). 
 

Dew and Kirkman (2002) reported that media has a 
huge influence on the way people assess their health 
needs and view healthcare professionals.  

Spot the difference(s)? 

APA Manual of Style: Section 6 
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Paraphrase:multiple sources 
There is a high rate of comorbidity with alcohol abuse 
or dependence and major depression (Bowlby, 2006; 
Engeland & Kreutzer, 2010;  Werner, Smith, & Laub, 
2011). 

Alphabetical order by first author 

Separated by semi-colons 

“&” inside parenthesis 

APA Manual of Style: Section 6 



Wr i t ing in  Nurs ing	

          APA Style 

Paraphrase:organizations 
Among standards of nursing practice, 
communicating with the patient’s family or 
significant others is an integral part of nursing 
services (CARNA, 2008, p. 1). 

Notice the order? 

Name, date, page (optional for paraphrase) 

 

APA Manual of Style: Section 6 
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Quotes:one author 
Berk (2004) stated that “attachment is the strong, 
affectional tie we have with special people in our 
lives” (p.185). 
 

Berk (2004, p. 185) stated that “attachment is the 
strong, affectional tie we have with special people in 
our lives.” 

Spot the difference? 

APA Manual of Style: Section 6 
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Quotes:definitions 
Eagly and Chaiken (2003) define attitude as “a 
psychological tendency that is expressed by evaluating 
a particular entity with some degree of favor or 
disfavor” (p. 1).  
 

For the purposes of this assignment, attitude is defined 
as “a psychological tendency that is expressed by 
evaluating a particular entity with some degree of favor 
or disfavor” (Eagly & Chaiken, 2003, p. 1) 

APA Manual of Style: Section 6 
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Crediting sources in-text 
See table 6.1: Basic Citation Styles 

on page 177 

pp. 170-179 

APA Manual of Style: Section 6 
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APA Manual of Style: In-Text Citations 

Purpose? 
So readers can easily follow and assess 
your engagement with nursing discourse 

            (who influenced your knowledge) 
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Reference List: 

It’s a list 
Of all the sources in your text 

In alphabetical order 
 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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Reference List: 

Last page  
           of your 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 

assignment 
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Each entry is in this order: 
1. Who 

2.  (When) 

3. What 

4. Where 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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Each entry is in this order: 
1. Surname of author(s), then initials 

2.  (Date) 

3. Title 

4. Location 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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Reference List:Who 
 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 

Authors of my sources 
Order within my text 

Reference List                
Alphabetical Order 

Paul Spoonley Marieb, E. N. 
David Pearson Memmler, R. L. 
Elaine N. Marieb Pearson, D. 
Dr. Ruth L. Memmler Spoonley, P. 
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Reference List:(When) 
 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 

Frequency Date published 
Year (2002). 
Monthly (2002, March). 
Weekly, Daily (2002, March 11). 
No date (n.d.). 
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Reference List:What 
•  Title of the source 

•  Capitalize the first word of the entire title, 
any subtitles, and proper nouns. 

•  Finish the title with a period. 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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Reference List:What 
 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 

Periodical title (article, newspaper): no italics 
Mental and nervous diseases in the Russo-

Japanese war: A historical analysis. 
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Reference List:What 
 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 

Non-periodical title (books, reports): italics 
Development of entry-level tests to select 

FBI agents. 
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Reference List:Where 
•  Location of the source 

•  Periodicals (journals) entered differently 
than non-periodicals (books, reports) 

•  Finish the location with a period. 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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Reference List:Where 
 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 

Periodicals: give journal title, volume(issue), pages 
Journal of Nursing Education, 7(1), 313-320. 
Social Science Quarterly, 84, 508-525. 
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Reference List:Where 
 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 

Non-periodicals: give location and publisher 
New York: Sage. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Penguin Books. 
Toronto: Pearson Canada. 
Pretoria, South Africa: Unisa. 
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Reference List:Where 
 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 

Electronic locator information: URL 
 

http://www.cna-aiic.ca/en/ 
 

http://www.nurses.ab.ca/Carna-Admin/Uploads/
Guidelines%20for%20Assignment%20(2008).pdf 
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Sec07 
APA Manual of Style: Section 7 

Examples 
Electronic and print versions 

Periodicals: journal articles, newspapers 

Non-periodicals: books, documents     
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Online journal article (with DOI) 
Author, A. A., Author, B., & Author, C. C. (year). Title of 

article. Title of Journal, xx(x), pp-pp. doi:xx.xx 

Kelly, J., Fealy, G. M., & Watson, R. (2012). The image 
of you: Constructing nursing identities in YouTube. 
Journal of Advanced Nursing, 68(8), 1804-1813. doi:
10.1111/j. 1365-2648.2011.05872.x  

 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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Online journal article (no DOI) 
Author, A. A., Author, B., & Author, C. C. (year). Title of 

article. Title of Journal, xx(x), pp-pp. Retrieved from 
http://www.xxxx 

Baldwin, K., Lyons, R., & Issel, L. (2011). Creating a brand 
image for public health nursing. Public Health Nursing, 
28(1), 57-67. Retrieved from http://
onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/pdf 

 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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Online newspaper article 
Author, A. A., Author, B., & Author, C. C. (year, month 

date). Title of article. Title of Newspaper. Retrieved 
from http://www.xxxx 

Brody, J. E. (2007, December 11). Mental reserves keep  
brain agile. The New York Times. Retrieved from http://
www.nytimes.com 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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Print newspaper article 
Author, A. A., Author, B., & Author, C. C. (year, month 

date). Title of article. Title of Newspaper, pp-pp.  

Swartz, J. (2003, September 30). Obesity affects 
economic social status. The Toronto Star, pp. A1, A3. 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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Documents, Reports, Guidelines 
Organization. (year). Title of document. Retrieved from 

http://www.xxxx 

CARNA. (2006). Entry-to-practice competencies for the 
registered nurses profession. Retrieved from http://
www.nurses.ab.ca/pdf/Entry-to-Practice
%20competencies.pdf 

 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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Definitions 
The word. (date). In Title of source. Retrieved from http://

www.xxxx 

Heuristic. (n.d.). In Merriam-Webster’s online dictionary 
(11th ed.). Retrieved from http://m-w.com/dictionary/
heuristic 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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Book 
Author, A. A., Author, B., & Author, C. C. (year). Title of 

work. Location: publisher.  

Shotton, M. A. (1989). Computer addiction? A study of 
computer dependency. London: Taylor & Francis. 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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eBook 
Author, A. A., Author, B., & Author, C. C. (year). Title of 

work. Retrieved from http:/www.xxxx 

Shotton, M. A. (1989). Computer addiction? A study of 
computer dependency. Retrieved from http://
www.ebookstore.tandf.co.uk/html/index.asp 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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Chapter in an edited book 
Author, A. A., Author, B., & Author, C. C. (year). Title of 

chapter. In D. Author & E. Author (Eds.), Title of book 
(pp. xx-xx). Location: Publisher. 

Haybron, D. M. (2008). Philosophy and the science of 
subjective well-being. In M. Eid & R. J. Larsen (Eds.), 
The science of subjective well-being (pp. 17-43). 
New York: Guilford Press. 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 



Wr i t ing in  Nurs ing	

          APA Style 

Episode from TV Series 
Producer or Writer, A. A. (Producer or Writer), & Director, 

B. B. (Director). (year). Title of Show [Television 
series episode]. Country of origin: Studio.  

Egan, D. (Writer), & Alexander, J. (Director). (2005). 
Failure to communicate [Television series episode]. 
In D. Shore (Executive Producer), House. New York: 
Fox. 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 



Baldwin, K., Lyons, R., & Issel, L. (2011). Creating a brand 
image for public health nursing. Public Health Nursing, 
28(1), 57-67. Retrieved from http://
onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/pdf 

Heuristic. (n.d.). In Merriam-Webster’s online dictionary 
(11th ed.). Retrieved from http://m-w.com/dictionary/
heuristic 

Kelly, J., Fealy, G. M., & Watson, R. (2012). The image of 
you: Constructing nursing identities in YouTube. Journal 
of Advanced Nursing, 68(8), 1804-1813. doi:10.1111/j.
1365-2648.2011.05872.x  

Shotton, M. A. (1989). Computer addiction? A study of 
computer dependency. London: Taylor & Francis. 



CARNA. (2006). Entry-to-practice competencies for the 
registered nurses profession. Retrieved from http://
www.nurses.ab.ca/pdf/Entry-to-Practice
%20competencies.pdf 

College and Association of Registered Nurses of Alberta. 
(2005). Standards for the supervision of nursing students 
and undergraduate nursing employees providing client care. 
Edmonton, AB: CARNA. 

CNA. (2008). Code of ethics for registered nurses. Ottawa: 
Author. 

Canadian Nurses Association. (2008). Code of ethics for 
registered nurses. Retrieved from http://www.cna-aiic.ca/
CNA/documents/pdf/publications/
Code_of_Ethics_2008_e.pdf 



CARNA. (2005). Standards for supervision of nursing 
students and undergraduate nursing employees 
providing client care. Retrieved from http://
www.nurses.ab.ca/Carna/index.aspx?
WebStructureID=2228 

CARNA. (2006). Entry to practice competencies for the 
registered nurse profession. Retrieved from http://
www.nurses.ab.ca/Carna/index.aspx?
WebStructureID=4206 

CARNA. (2008). Nursing practice standards with CNA 
code of ethics for registered nurses. Retrieved from 
http://www.nurses.ab.ca/Carna/index.aspx?
WebStructureID=2228 



Alberta Health and Wellness. (2002). Health 
Professions Act: A new law for regulated health 
care professionals. Edmonton, AB: Author. 

 

Alberta Health and Wellness. (2002). Health 
Professions Act: A new law for regulated health 
care professionals. Edmonton, AB: Author. 
Retrieved from http://www.health.alberta.ca/
documents/Health-Professions-Act.pdf 

 



CNA. (1998, June). Ethical issues related to 
appropriate staff mixes. Ethics in Practice, 6, 14-18. 

 

CNA. (1998). Everyday ethics: Putting the code into 
practice. Ottawa: CNA. 

 

CNA. (2008). Code of ethics for registered nurses. 
Retrieved from http://www.cna-aiic.ca/CNA/documents/
pdf/publications/Code_of_Ethics_2008_e.pdf 
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APA Manual of Style: Reference List 

Purpose? 
So readers can easily follow your 

exposure to nursing research 

(your exploration trail) 
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In-text 
•  Author(s) 

•  (Date) 

•  Page(s) 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 

Reference List 
•  Author(s) 

•  (Date) 

•  Title 

•  Location 
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About Authors 
•  In-text (parenthesis): Alphabetize by first 

author of each source 

•  Reference list: Alphabetize by first author of 
each entry 

•  If two sources from same author, list earliest 
work first (2006 listed before 2009) 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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Other aspects of APA Style 
•  Headings: Section 3 

•  Running heads: Section 2 

•  Numbers: Section 4 
•  Below 10: one, five, two 
•  Start of sentence: “Twenty-five percent of adults….” 
•  10 & above: 10, 200, 25% 

•  Footnotes: don’t use them short papers 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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Other aspects of APA Style 
•  Personal communication, class notes not 

included in the reference list (only cited in 
the text of your assignment) 

•  Verify each reference in text appears in the 
reference list & vice-versa 

•  Double spaced (check with your instructor) 

APA Manual of Style: Section 7 
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ADVICE from IAN in Year 2: 
•  Make sure that formatting doesn't get in the way of writing a 

good paper. Don't get too caught up in getting it down 
perfectly, this is your first paper and mistakes are expected. 
Make sure that you spend enough time on the actual flow and 
substance of the essay to get your claim and direction across 
in a focused way. The formatting will come in time, there will 
be many, many opportunities to practise it in the coming 
years. 

•  Use the tools in CINAHL and other databases that are 
available for citation. They save time and are quite accurate. 

WHAT MATTERS MOST? 
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 THANK YOU! 
 Scholarly writing in Faculty of Nursing: 

Referencing APA style 

Presentation available at: 
http://hdl.handle.net/10402/era.25705 
[or] 
Go to www.ualberta.ca and type  
my name in keyword search field: Susan Chaudoir 


