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ABSTRACT

The efficacy of collaborative-interactive teacher inservice in promoting
computer adoption in Elementary schools was investigated.  Thirty-four
teachers who attended a “Writing Process Using the Word Processor”
Workshop sponsored by Alberia Educatior: in 1988 and 1989 were inciuded in
the study. Questionnaires and selected interviews were used to assess teacher
attitudinal changes and pedagogical response two to three years after attending
the Workshop. Qualitative and quantitative data analysis revealed that while
collaborative “hands on” activities support effective computer inservice, other
elements make important contributicns towards the success of a computer
adoption effort. In order to promote computer use in Elementary schools, school
administrators and teachers need to: 1. Refocus teacher computer inservice
towards an ongoing process, 2. Employ effective inservice techniques, 3
Increase computer access time, 4. Stress integration by promoting a “tool”
focus, 5. Establish electronic support networks for teachers, and 6. Promote
teacher personal use of computers.
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Chapter I: The Research Problem
Introduction:
In this chapter, | will:

. Provide an Introduction to the Area of Research

. Outline the Purpose of the Study.

. Highlight the Significance of the Study.

. Review the Delimitations of the Study.

. Examine the Limitations of the Study.

. Otfer a Definition of Terms.

. Provide an Overview of the Organization of the Study.

NOOHAWN =

Part 1: Establishing the Research Focus:

Personal computers exploded onto the educational scene in the early 1980's
and their numbers quickly rose, along with the optimistic expectations made of
them to revolutionize education. While statistics for Canadian schools are
somewhat scarce, the American experience illustrates the proliferation ot
computers. By 1988, a U.S. Government Office of Technology Assessment
survey “found that 95% of the nation's public schools had one or more
computers and estimated there were at that time between 1.2 and 1.7 million
computers in public schools alone.” (Campoy, 1992). Another five years has
elapsed since then, and while the number of computers in schools has
continued to expand, it has become abundantly clear that the computer has not
made a significant impact on the learning activities conducted in most
elementary classrooms. Kinnaman (1990) cited a synthesis of research from
nearly 1000 studies regarding the use of computer-related technologies for
instruction by Williams and Brown (1989). “Williams and Brown conciude that
while there is some evidence that well-designed computer assisted-instruction
can be more effective than traditional instruction, the findings to date can be
described only as moderately positive.” This characterization has also been
confirmed by many other researchers - most recently by Dunn and Ridgeway
(1991), cited by Katz {1992) as concluding that “the computer has not as yet
become the potent force in the educational system as was expected. (p. 39)
This unfulfilled promise has generated a pessimistic attitude towards computers
in the minds of some educators, and has prompted some educational observers
to pronounce that “schools are unrevolutionizable” (Bosco, 1986, p. 112). Ina
commentary tinged with “black” humour:

Jackson and Deal (1985) summed up their concern about the future tfor
the use of computers {in schools] with a story about two imaginary computer
companies trying to capture the school market. One of them manutactures
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real computers that work. The other produces less expensive devices with
the external appearance of real computers which do not contain any working
parts. They argue that the wise investor would do better to buy stock in the
company manufacturing the phony machines, since schools respond to
reform efforts through a display of symbols which provide a facade of
change and advancement while the learning environment is unchanged.
(cited in Bosco, 1986, p. 112).

While perhaps overly pessimistic, the aforementioned story characterizes a
genuine educational concern - one that | have a perscnal interest in: Why
haven't computers made a greater .mpact in the day-to-day conduct of
elementary classrooms, and in particular, in Language Arts instruction? |
specify Language Arts instruction, as nearly all microcomputers on the market
offer word processing capabilities which offer the potential for enhancing
reading and writing competencies. Through my own teaching experience
however, I've noted that many teachers simply don't use computers in their
classroom programs, or if they do, they restrict computer use to “skill and drill”
activities or remedial work. | wondered whether this was a commonplace
occurrence, and if it was, how teachers could be encouraged to adopt more and
better uses of computers in their elementary Language Arts programs.

As I've considered the problem in recent years, I've come to the conciusion,
as have many others, that the solution lies with the teachers themselves, and
not with improved technology. “As Fullan (1982, p.107) points out, educational
change depends on what teachers do and think - it is as simple and as complex
as that.” (cited in Corbett et al., 1987).

Some computer proponents have argued that to increase computer
utilization in classrooms, one must convince or “convert” teachers through more
inservice training sessions. Somewhat skeptically, I've wondered whether the
solution is as straightforward as that. Will a dedicated training program
incorporating co-operative learning strategies facilitate increased computer
utilization by elementary classroom teachers in developing Language Arts
competencies in their students? This question forms the basis for my study.

Part 2: Defining the Purpose Of The Study:

Teacher inservice is one method that has been traditionally used to facilitate
the adoption of educationa! innovation by teachers. The introduction of the
microcomputer into the schools has followed this pattern. Computers differ ,
however, from most educational innovations previously attempted, in that their
integration into the school infrastructure demands simultaneous change - to
both a deeper and broader extent - of : “a) new materials, b) changes in
structure, c) new teaching approaches, and d) possible incorporation of new or



revised beliefs” (Fullan, 1983, p. 217). This situation raises doubts as to
whether or not inservice techniques are an effective means to promote the
incorporation of word processing in elementary classroom programs.

Using an investigative approach combining a questionnaire survey with
follow-up personal interviews, this study attempts to characterize the
subsequent pedagogical response of a selected group of elementary teachers
who attended the “Writing Process using the Word Processor” Inservice
sponsored by Alberta Education in March 1988 and March 1989, and to report
on what the participants felt were the inhibitors and facilitators to them adopting
word processing in their own classrooms.

Statement of the Problem:

Does exposure to word processing techniques through interactive and
collaborative inservice promote teacher adoption of this computer application in
their Language Arts programs?

Focussing Questions:

1. What word processing experience did the study subjects have prior to
attending the Workshop?

2. What word processing expertise did the subjects gain from attending the
Workshop?

3. How have the subjects applied their word processing expertise in their
subsequent Language Arts teaching?

Part 3: The Significance of the Study:

To date, as Neilsen (1986, p. 728) commented, “the didactic model of
teaching that has a stranglehold on inservice in North America minimizes the
likelihood of educational change. Tne ‘learning’ remains superficial.” He also
asserted that “If the primary function of inservice education is to bring about
change or, at the very least, to engender re-examination of beliefs and
practices, then inservice programmes must involve participants in knowledge
building.” (p. 727)

The Wiiting Process Using the Word Processor Workshop sponsored by
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Alberta Education seemed to reflect this concept of co-operative “knowledge
building” in its design and execution. | was curious if any evidence could be
found to show if this different approach to inservice would indeed be more
effective than traditional inservice methods.

The 1986 official report of the Computers In Schools Strategic Planning
Symposium stated: “It is our view that the teacher is the single most important
factor in effective classroom instruction. Any consideration of the impact of
computer technology on education that fails to acknowledge what teachers do
in classrooms is likely to be ineffective.” (p. 181)

It is my hope that my study might provide additional insight into how to further
facilitate the contribution of the teacher component of the hardware - software -
teacher triad in educational computing. As James Bosco (1986, p.127) notes:

“ ... computers will have to be woven into the fabric of schooling. Without
explicit attention to these issues, computers will continue to be in schools but
they will too frequently be installed in a way which replicates the past fimsy use
of technology in schools.”

Part 4: Delimitations of the Study:

This study required the co-operation and support of the following agencies
and individuals:
i. Alberta Education senior staffers
ii. Schoo! Superintendents and their stafts
iii. Teachers who attended the criginal Workshop.

It raust be noted that:
1. Some Superintendents did not wish their teachers to participate in this study.

2. Some school jurisdictions had operational policies restricting access to
teachers for educational research purposes.

3. Some teachers did not wish to respond to the studv questionnaire. Also,
some of those teachers who did participate in the study did not wish to engage
in personal interviews regarding their questionnaire responses.

4. Some teachers who had participated in the Workshop had relocated to
another province or had left teaching, obviating their inclusion in the study.

5. At the time the study data was being collected (Spring 1991), two, and in
some cases, three years have elapsed since the subjects participated in the



original Workshop. This time-lag may have affected the accuracy of some
specific recollections on the part of the subjects.

Part 5: Limitations of the Study:

1. As the Workshop participants were nominated from their respective school
jurisdictions to attend the inservice, an unrepresentative number ot the
participants may have been enthusiastic supporters of computer integration
prior to their attendance at the Workshop. Other teachers may have been
directed to attend the inservice even if they themselves had no interest in
computers in Language Arts. These two sub-groups of the study population may
not be truly representative of the general teacher population.

2. The Workshop inservices were primarily oriented towards training teacher
leaders in inservicing other teachers, not to develop specific word processing

competencies in the participants themselves. This ditference in emphasis may
affect the generalizability of the results.

Part 6: Definition of Terms:

Word Processor - a hardware / software package that allows a computer to be
utilized for creating, displaying, editing, storying and printing text.

The Writing Process - a writing methodology characterized by three recurring
and interwoven stages: PreWriting, Writing, and Post Writing.

Part 7: Organization of the Study:

Design of the Study:

Although this study has elements of both quantitative (survey questiorinaire)
and qualitative (personal interview) research design, the overall design can be
characterized as qualitative in nature. This approach has been chosen
because:

1. The relative small size (34 respondents) of the target population sample may
not fully support quantitative analysis.

2 Much of the data collected involves complex and elaborate personal
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response, which may not be easily accommodated by quantitative analysis
methods.

Ethical Considerations:

1. Throughout the study, the researcher made efforts to ensure that participation
in the study itself was voluntary, with the subjects retaining the right to withdraw

from the study at any time.

2. Prior to data collection, permission was solicited from Alberta Education, who
was responsible for organizing the Workshop, and from respective school
superintendents, to contact the teachers identified in the target population.

3. Throughout the study, participants were assured of confidentiality by the
researcher. The identity of the study participants was known only to the
researcher. Data elements which offered the potential of revealing participants’
identities have been deleted from the database prior to analysis.

4. Analysis data was reviewed by the researcher and another graduate
researcher. who acted as a second “reader” for validation purposes. On the
rare occasions where differences in interpretation resulted, the contentious data
were excluded from the study database.

Data Collection Methods:

After permission had been obtained from the jurisdictional parties involved
(Alberta Education and respective School Superintendents), the study was
conducted in two main stages.

Stage 1.
In Stage 1, a list of Workshop participants provided by Alberta Education was

reviewed to select study candidates. A preliminary list of 106 candidates were
selected from the general pool of Workshop participants. These initial study
candidates were those individuals listed as elementary teachers, or those
participants not specifically identified as administrators, juniior / senior high
school teachers, or central office personnel. Permission was sought from 76
respective School Superintendents to contact teachers identified on the
preliminary list. Eight Superintendents did not respond to the request for
research access, consequently eliminating eight teachers from the potential
study population. In addition, of the Superintendents who did respond, some
identitied Workshop participants who could not be included in the study for
various reasons. Twelve additional participants were thereby subsequently
eliminated from the study population. Consequently, at the beginning of the
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data collection stage. the potential study population had been reduced to 86
Workshop participants.

Letters of introduction and survey questionnaires were then mailed out to the
86 Workshop participants identified for possible inclusion in the study. They
were asked to participate in a mail-back survey.

The mail-back survey itself had three main elements of focus:

1. Background Information About the Participants

2. Participant Perceptions Of the Effectiveness of the Learning Activities
Conducted During the Workshop

3. Participant Application of Expertise Gained From the Workshop to Their Own
Teaching

Along with the survey itself, Workshop attendees were asked if they would
agree to a personal interview to allow for more elaborate response.

Fifty-four responses were received from the initial survey mail-out - a 63%
return rate. Twenty of these responses were found to be inappropriate for
inclusion in the study, however, as the survey questionnaire had not been
completed. Among reasons given by the respondents for not completing the
questionnaire were the following:

* 7 respondents identified themselves as Junior / Senior High school teachers
who had not been listed as such in the Workshop Attendee List. They felt that
their perceptions / experience would not be applicable to the elementary
situation.

* 6 Surveys were returned - unopened, as the address of the participant had
changed and Central Office personnel in each jurisdiction were unable to
provide a forwarding address.

* 2 respondents indicated that they had not in fact attended the Workshop,
although their names had been included in the Workshop Attendee List.

* 3 respondents identified themselves as Administrators and did not complete
the questionnaire as they felt that they were outside the bounds of the target
population for the study.

* 1 respondent was identified as a Central-Office person, having no direct
student contact and therefore having no way to comment upon application of the
skills they had gained in the Workshop.

" 1 response was received with the questionnaire incomplete. Some sections of
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the survey haa been completed while other sections were left biank. As the
responses could not be properly contextualized, this survey was eliminated.

Taking into account the aforementioned survey questionnaires that had been
eliminated, this left a population of 34 responses to base the actual study upon.
Of these, 9 respondents indicated that they would agree to also participate ina
telephone interview.

Stage 2:

Having established a study population, the survey data were then examined
for recurring trends or themes. This information was elicited from the checkilist
responses and the more elaborate written responses from the completed
questionnaires. This information formed the organizational framework for
follow-up interviews with the 9 Workshop participants who had indicated a
willingness to be involved in a personal interview. One interview of
approximately 40 -60 minutes duration was held with each of the 9 respondents.

The questionnaire and interview data were then reviewed and resuits were
tabulated for the following categories:

1. Age Grouping

2. Teaching Assignment At the Time of the Workshop

3. Years of Teaching Experience

4. Computer and / or Language Arts Teaching Experience

5 Prior Attitude Towards and Experience With Computers In a Classroom
Program

6. Subjective Evaluation of the Ultility of the Collaborative-Interactive Nature of
the Workshop

7. Subjective Evaluation of the Utility of the Workshop Methodology in
Promoting Word Processing Adoption By Teachers

8. Identification of Inhibitors or Facilitators Towards Personal Adoption of Word
Processing instructional Applications.

Conclusion:

In this chapter, | have introduced the area of research - teacher inservice, as
a method for promoting the use of computers in schools. | have also outiined
the investigative approach used, which combined a questionnaire survey with
follow-up personal interviews, and have described the limitations and
delimitations involved. The study itself attempts to characterize the subsequent
long-term pedagogical response of a selected group of Alberta teachers who
attended a computer inservice in 1988 or 1989, and to report on what the
participants felt were the inhibitors and facilitators to them adopting word
processing in their own classrooms.



Chapter lI: Review of the Literature

Introduction:

In this chapter, | will examine the issue of computer utilization in the
classroom. While this issue bounds on a multiplicity of areas, it can be most
profitably examined from the following perspectives:

1. Statistical Data On Recent Computer Utilization Levels In Elementary
Schools

2. The Computer As A Technological Innovation In Education
3. Resistance-To-Change Behaviour Manifested By Teachers
4_The Efficacy of Teacher Inservice As A Curriculum Innovation Facilitator

| will offer a brief overview of pertinent findings from each of the
aforementioned perspectives.

Part 1: Statistical Data On Recent Computer Utilization Levels In
Elementary Schools

Data on comouter utilization levels in elementary schools is somewhat
fragmented, often sketchy, and mostly derived from the American school
experience. Even the information inat is available is ditficult to compare, as
many agencies use different ways to quantity computer use in schools. The
available data however does support the commonly held perception that
teachers are not using computers in their ciassroom programs as much as was
anticipated when computers first entered school systems. A 1985 survey of
over 2,300 elementary and secondary schools in the United States conducted
for the National Institute of Education and the national Center For Education
Statistics indicated that only 6% of all English teachers used computers as a
teaching tool. (Evans & Collis, 1987, p.387). In another American survey
conducted in 1985, Beckert reported that “. . . a typical elementary school
student who had access to computers at all used computers in school for about
35 minutes per week on average, but not necessarily every week. Many
students never had access to computers at all." (cited in Carnoy, et al, 1986, p.
20)

A 1984 survey (Nelson & Waack) conducted in 108 lowa schools reported
more favourable computer utilization levels. The average utilization level for Gr.
1 -6 was 75.7%. Of the respondents, 42.7% characterized their utilization as
“Average To Frequent.” It must be noted that the Nelson & Waack study did not
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attempt to characterize what kind of computer activities the students were
involved in, leaving the significance of the data open to question. For example,
if the preponderance of utilization data was composed of low level “skill and
drill” or remedial-type activities, the signiticance of the computer use would be
downgraded. As was reported in the Becker study 1985, “the main use of
computers in elementary schools (56%) has been for drill and practice.” (cited
by Bosco, 1986, p.114)

The British experience with computer utilization in elementary schools has
peen no less disappointing. As characterized by Heywood and Norman (1988,
p.34) “Recent British research has shown primary teachers to be ignoring the
computer altogether as a learning aid (Gardner, 1984), to be using it very little
(Opacic & Roberts, 1985), or using programs representative of limited learning
capacities (Bleach, 1986, Ewen & Roberts, 1985). Bleach reported
“indifference” to be the prevailing attitude to the computer amongst teachers in
her study.”

And what of the Alberta experience? In a comprehensive Alberta Education
sponsored study by Dr. MW. Petruk of the University of Alberta (Alberta
Education, 1986), it was found that “11.8% of the teacher population in the 580
elementary schools surveyed” were characterized as “extensive users’ of
computers in the classroom. (p.10) While the study did not specifically address
the question of student utilization levels, it did report on student exposure to
keyboarding instruction - a utilization subskill. “In 45.4% of the schools
surveyed, less than one fifth of the students in the school have received
instruction in keyboarding, while in only 8.4% of the schools surveyed, between
one fifth and two fifths of the students received instruction in keyboarding.”

(p.188)

In a follow-up to the 1986 Petruk study, Alberta Education (1993) reported
data for student access to computers under the category of “Integrated
Computer Time Per Week.” This data is summarized in Table 1.

Table 1: Computer Utilization Levels For Alberta Students (1993)

Utilization Level % Of Responding Schools % Of School Week
No time per week. 3% 0%

Less Than 1 houwr per week. 43% 0.1-24%

From 1 - 2.5 hours per wesk. 47% 25-6.25%

More than 2.5 hours per week 7% 6.3+%
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This data would seem to confirm the view that “there is . . . a gap between the

actual and potential use of computers in education.” (Forman, 1983, cited in
Evans & Collis, 1987, p. 387) A statement attributed to Bork in 1984 would
appear to be mostly valid in the context of the present day situation in both
American and Canadian schools "Despite the growing presence of computers
in U.S. schools and colieges, computer-based learning remains a very small
fraction of the total instructional system . . . " (Cited by Steier, 1985, p.22)

It would appear that how to improve computer utilization in elementary
classrooms has been and remains a genuine concern for educators.

Part 2: The Computer As A Technological Innovation In Education

“In the 1980-81 school year, there were thirty-thousand computers in [American]
schools, . . . at the beginning of the 1987-88 school year there were 1,253,486
computers in the [American] schools.” (Bosco, 1986, p.113)

In the decade from 1980 to 1990 . .. “the number of microcomputers and
computer terminals in U.S. schools increased by nearly 50-fold from fewer than
50,000 to roughly 2,400,000." (Becker, 1991, p. 385)

To gain a better sense of the magnitude of the increase in the number of
computers in American schools, ihe data is represented in Figure 1.

Figure 1: Increase In the Number of Computers In American Schools
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The Alberta growth exparience tor computers in the schools has been no
less explosive. From an initial 256 computers reported in school use in 1981,
computer use grew to 22,752 in 1986, (Alberta Education, 1986, p.22) , - an 88
fold expansion. From 1986 to 1993, a further 23,584 computers were added to
the equipment base in Alberta schools. (Alberta Education, 1993, p.ii}, an
increase of 125% in seven years. This data is similarly displayed in Figure 2 to
allow comparisons with the American experience.

Figure 2: Increase of Computers In Alberta Schools (1981-1993)
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As can be seen by the two charts, the Alberta experience with computer
proliferation in schools appears to match that of American schools. The
numbers of computers in schools has been growing by leaps and bounds.
However, while it appears that computers have had a definite impact on schools
in terms of the numbers of machines placed, and their collective cost, the
educational impact has been less dramatic.

Accordingly to Glenn and Carrier (1986, p.73), th :ducational impact of
computers as an innovation “can be conceptualized iric four broad categories:

(1) Effect on student outcomes

(2) Effective design strategies

(3) Implementation concerns including computer literacy, and

(4) Teacher training.”

With regards to the effect on student learning outcomes, Glenn and Carrier
(1986, p. 73) report that “The general conclusion from reviews of this research
has been that [computer] technology instructs in some areas at least as well as
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other methods and thai =tuaeiits often prefer it . . . Despite these generally
positive results, many ir.d.vidual students have reported littie benetfit to using
computers for specific tasks within specific subject matters or for specitic
students.”

This view has been supponrted by the work of more recent researchers. In a
1991 meta-analysis of 40 independent studies concerning the achievement
effects of microcomputer applications in elementary schools, Ryan (1991, p.
177) concluded that “The underreporting of study and sample characteristics in
primary research inhibits the develcpment of new insights into relationships
among variables and limits the potential of meta-analysis [concerning this
topic).”

Cochran-Smith (1991, p. 107) confirms the need for more research. "What is
most needed in this area are additional studies that consider the complexity of
many elements and interplay of many relevant factors over time and within
various learning contexts. We need to consider not only the outcomes of using
word processing for writing with students at many levels but also the factors that
affect these outcomes.”

Kinnaman (1990, p. 32) addresses the research issue with the question
“What's Wrong With the Research?’ He cites researchers Brown and Williams.
“They suggest that the lackluster results may be attributed to researchers’
preoccupation with the ‘comparative research’ paradigm - the research model
that pits CAl [Computer Aided Instruction] against traditional instruction. They
fault the comparative research paradigm for its failure to distinguish between
the media and the message. Under the comparative paradigm, researchers
have a tendency to view technology as an experimental variable, independent
of the instructional context in which it is employed. . .

This perspective was also touched on by Krendl and Lieberman (1988, p.
370) in their earlier research where they commented that "Unfortunately, much
of the research on computers and content learning has presented an ‘either-or’
scenario by comparing CAl with classroom instruction.”

Other researchers have been more positive in their outlook concerning the
potential benefits of using computers in classroom instruction. Bransford et. al.
(1986, p.22) outline “. .. three general areas in which [computer] technology
can facilitate learning: it can be used to help students develop fluency, to
provide rich problem-solving contexts that invite thinking, and to enable
students to create products that catch the attention of their teachers and peers.
A fourth arez in which [computer] technology can facilitate learning involves
motivation.”

These potential benefits to students, particularly with reference 10 Language
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Arts instruction, are corroborated by Steier (1985), Miller (1986), Barker (1987),
Evans & Collis (1987), Riel (1989), and Swich (1989).

Some researchers insist that more attention must be paid to the school
organizational structure and the role of teachers it computer innovations are to
become fully realized. Corbett et. al. (1987, p.39) comment that “Researchers
have proposed many reasons for . . . [the] dismal portrayal of [past] innovative
efforts: poor administrative planning and heavy logistical burden on teachers,
insufficient time to learn new practices and inattention to latter stages of the
change cycle, and the need for principals to be more dynamic leaders.”

Brown (1980) argues that innovators must take into account the balance
between the "rewards” offered to those [teachers] implementing innovations and
the “costs” that are imposed. Brown (1980, p.36) adds that “one of the most
crucial issues is to ascertain whether or not teachers have the skills necessary
to implement the innovation.” The central role of the classroom teacher as the
initiator and facilitator of innovation is confirmed by Fullan (1982), Glenn &
Carrier (1986),Constable (1986), Orstein & Hunkins (1986), David (1991),
Kearsley & Lynch (1992), and Ringstaff & Dwyer (1992).

So what is preventing teachers from more fully adopting computer
innovations in their classroom programs?

Part 3: Resistance-To-Change Behaviour Manifested By Teachers

Orstein & Hunkins (1988, p.232) observe that “Teachers frequently view
change as just signalling more work - something else to add on to an aiready
overloaded schedule for which little or no time is allotted . . . Often they view
new curricular programs as requiring them to learn new teaching skills, develop
new competencies in curriculum development and the management of learning
resources, or acquire new skills in interpersonal relationships.”

In the area of integrating computers into classroom programs, all of the
aforementioned unfortunately apply. Heywood & Norman (1988, p.35) offer the
concept of “spectres of resistance [that] are assembled both outside the school
as well as within it to obstruct the change process.” They focus on the “resisting
individual” - the teacher, and explain that the resistance to change is quite
understandable, given the consequences of adopting the innovation. “Work
load increases and loss of confidence as the innovation de-skills the previously
proficient teacher are valid and real problems: Genuine innovation begets
incompetence.” (p.35)

McAlpine (1987, p.259) noted that “. . . in many cases adults need to unlearn
something before they can learn something new. Even when a change is
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desired by an individual, extensive practice may be required to develop the new
skill because old habits must first be extinguished.”

Lest we judge teachers too harshly for not rushing to adopt computer
innovation, Bosco (1986, p.117) cautions that: “Teachers are not people with
philosophic predispositions which lead them to reject technology in their lives.
They are not a “back to nature” group who eschew technology. They leave
school each day and return to their homes with dishwashers, clothes dryers,
televisions, VCRs and computers. in that environment they make amply use of
technology.”

Citing Williams & Williams, the authors of the 1984 book entitled
Microcomputers In Elementary Education: Perspectives On Implementation,
Glenn & Carrier (1986, p.77) provide the following set of teacher concerns and
anxieties as reasons for the computer adoption “roadblock”:

a) “fear of uncertainty about the technology”

b) “fear ot change in the classroom environment’

c) “concern about the way technology may change the teacher / student
relationships that exist in

the classroom™ and . .

d) “concern about increased accountability brought about by technology.”

Over and above these concerns, there is another phenomena manitesting
itself with regards to computer use. It has been labelled by researchers as
“computer anxiety” or “computerphobia.” As defined by Leso & Peck (1992, p.
469), computer anxiety is “the tear or apprehension felt by individuals when
they used computers or when they considered the possibility of computer
utilization.”

Levin & Gordon (1989, p. 69) report that computer anxiety “manifests itself in
negative attitudes towards computers which can have a substantial effect on a
person’s ability to master skills associated with computers.”

Citing a report by Cambre and Cook in 1984, Woodrow (1991) observed that
“teachers often exhibit higher levels of anxiety regarding the use of computers
than do their students.” (p. 475)

Fortunately however, while it appears that computer anxiety on the part of
some teachers is a deterrent to their using computers, the percentage of the
total teaching population affected is small. In a recent review of the literature
on teachers’ attitudes towards computers, Dupagne & Krendl (1992, p. 424)
concluded that “The literature reviewed . . . demonstrates that teachers’
attitudes toward computers are generally positive. They view the medium as
having great potential for classroom instruction. However, teachers share a



16
number of concerns about computers in the classroom. These apprehensions
focus on hardware and software issues (including availability and quality), the
necessary investments of the teacher’s time to fully integrate computers into the
curriculum, and the lack of adequate training programs to build teachers’
confidence and abilities to use the technology to its fullest potential.”

Some researchers have hypothesized that one way to reduce the impact of
computer anxiety, and to increase confidence levels in adult learners in their
ability to eftectively use computers would be to provide them with more
computer experience through short courses. Massoud (1991, p. 281) found that
“Computer knowledge is . . . significantly related to all of the attitudes studied:
anxiety, confidence, and liking.”

Savenye, Davidson & Orr (1992, p. 32) cited “Studies such as those of
Koohang (1987,1989) and Loyd and Gressard (cf. 1986) indicate that teachers’
computer attitudes are related to their degree of experience with computers;
hence the effects of an intervention, such as a computer training course, on
attitudes are of interest to teacher educators. Maden and Sebastiani (1987), for
example, found that a 15-hour computer course positively influenced the
attitudes of inservice teachers. Berger and Carlson (1988) have reported
similar results.”

So is the provision of appropriate computer courses the most effective way to
promote computer use by teachers?

Part 4: The Efficacy of Teacher Inservice As A Curriculum Innovation
Facilitator

Carnoy et. al. (1986) list “teacher training” as one of the four important
barriers to overcome if the full potential of computers is to be attained in
education. One traditional method used to encourage teacher adoption of
curriculum innovation, and to tacilitate on-going teacher training, has been the
inservice. In a 1988 survey of inservice practices in the United States and
abroad, Blair reported that while 94% of American child school administrators: *
__ranked inservice as important when compared to their educational activities
in their districts” (p.50), “ . . . 75% of the American teachers canvassed about
their inservice experiences categorized these experiences as tair to bad.
Among areas found lacking were: Little time allotment for observation, direct
teedback, teacher involvement, release time, follow up activities, and
fragmented nature of presentations.” (p.52)
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Neil (1985, p.53) offers “. . . five major reasons that inservice has not
succeeded [in the past] are:

1. oversimplification of the inservice process

2. existing social ambiguities of the school milieu

3. galvanizing teachers’ personal commitment can be ditficult

4. the universities exert normative influences, and . . .

5. evaluation practices are usually weak or absent during inservice teacher

education.”

In a synthesis of research on inservice, Showers et. al. (1987) noted the
following as critical factors for the eventual success of the implementation effort:

1. The importance of teacher attitudes towards the prospective innovation
and the inservice itself.

2. The design of the inservice.

3. The post-inservice support provided for the innovation effort, and . ..

4 The basic level of skill or knowledge required for the teacher to "buy into”
the innovation.

These factors have been essentially confirmed by Broyles & Tillman (1985),
Glenn & Carrier (1986), Neilson (1986), Sparks (1986), Evertson (1987),
Daresh (1987), Johnson (1987), and Ingvarson & Mackenzie (1988).

In spite of the generally poor track record of the teacher inservice in effecting
genuine change in the classroom, as typified in the aforementioned studies,
some researchers insist that there is no other credible alternative. Citing
Lawton & Gerschner (1982), Gressard and Loyd (1985, p.203) suggest “ .. that
the most effective way of alleviating ‘computerphobia’ and improving the
computer attitudes of teachers in general may be the implementation of staft
development [inservice] programs which provide opportunities for teachers to
learn about and work with computers.”

Madsen & Sebastiani (1987, p. 72) report that “. . . teachers who have
participated in an inservice computer literacy course show significantly
improved attitudes towards microcomputers” and also thatthey noted a “. . .
significant improvement in: teachers’ knowledge about computers . . ."

Pepple (1986) concurs with this assessment, providing that teachers are
involved with and participate in the development, field testing, and
implementation of the innovation effort.

Carrier et. al. (1985, p. 18) state that “Currently there are at least two distinct
groups of teachers who may wish to participate in inservice computer training.
One group includes teachers who are motivated to learn about computers but
who have little or no familiarity with them and perhaps a great deal ot anxiety. A
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second group consists of teachers who have worked with computers in their
classrooms and on personal tasks. They are comfortable with the technology
and wish to learn how to integrate the computer more systematically into their
instruction in a variety of subject matter areas.”

It is interesting to note that the teacher population sample accessed in this
research study consisted of representatives from both of the teacher groups
identified above.

Glenn & Carrier (1986, p. 77). citing Sparks (1983), summarized five
components that characterize eftective staff development approaches
measured by changes in teacher behaviours:

“1. Diagnosing and prescribing - Begin with teacher's current level of
expertise.
2. Giving information and demonstrating
- Sensitive presenters.
- Live models, videoiapes, simulations.
3.Discussing application - Sharing ideas.
- Teacher-to-teacher interactions.
4. Practicing and giving feedback - Microteaching.
- Peer observation.
5. Coaching - Receiving feedback.
- Non-threatening assistance.”

Specifically addressing the field of computer inservice, Scrogan (1989, p. 81)
identified eight keys for training success emerging from a U.S. Office of
Technology Assessment report focussing on the integration of new technology
in schools:

“1. Emphasize hands-on training.
Use credible instructors.
Build in close support.
Increase [teacher] access time.
Build a ‘tool’ focus - help teachers view and use the computer first as a
productivity tool.
. Integrate technology.
_Go online - use electronic networks to enhance teacher support and
education.
8. Don't leave home without one - provide teachers with computers for their
own personal use.”

oA
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A number of more recent researchers have confirmed the importance ot
these elements to inservice success - Jones & Lowe (1990), Benjamin et. al.
(1990), Tulder & Veenman (1991), and Dusen & Worthen (1992), .

Some researchers have begun to explore in greater depth the possible
advantages offered by inservices featuring a collaborative approach. This
investigative thrust grew from the conceptual development of the writing
process, and the realization that “word processing is a natural partner for writing
process instruction.” (Montague, 1990). Persky (1990, p. 37) concluded that:

“When teachers engage with others in ongoing reflection about their
instruction use of technology, they are more likely to critically evaluate their
practice and redesign instruction to better meet student needs and
curriculum goals.

...and. ..
In order to support teacher development, administrators must put structures
in place so teachers can communicate and collaborate on a reguiar basis.”

In reporting on the results of a massive collaborative inservice education
effort in New York State spanning the the 1980's, Conway & Stevens (1991)
concluded that “Changing . . . education statewide was a massive undertaking
and a difficult process. However, the collaborative model produced the desired
changes . . . Students benefited . . . and [the course] renewed the vigor of the
teachers.” (p. 194)

Repman (1993), in a study concerning collaborative computer-hased
learning, reported that “A growing body of research indicates that the
effectiveness of collaborative, computer-based learning groups is related to the
kinds of elaborated verbal interactions that take place during group processing.
.. Training led to increased rates of giving explanations and higher self-esteem,
while structure (with and without training) resulted in improved content area
achievement.” (p. 149)

Similar benefits of collaborative learning involving computers have been
reported by Johnson & Johnson (1985), Johnson et. al. (1986), Cosen (1989),
Reilly (1990), Schechter (1990), Mevarech, et. al. (1991), Anderson, et. al.
(1991), Whyte et. al. (1991), Makuch et. al. (1992), and MNastasi & Clements
(1993).
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Conclusion:

The literature appears to offer the following conclusions about the issue of
improving computer utilization in elementary schools:

1. Most classroom teachers do not make extensive use of computers.

2. When compared to other educationa! innovations, computer integration into
the classroom program suffers from more than the usual problems involved with
curriculum change.

3. Many teachers have not adopted computers in their classroom programs due
to doubte about the utility of computers, lack of training, and concerns about the
educational role of computers.

4. Inservice offers one method of improving teachers attivudes towards
computers and their knowledge of how to effectively employ computers in their
classroom programs.
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Chapter lil: Research Design and Methodology

Introduction:
In this chapter, | will:

. Outline the research focus.

. Identity the criteria used in establishing a research study population.
. Describe the research population surveyed in this investigation.

. Describe the research study time frame.

. Describe the survey instrument used.

. Elaborate on data collection procedures.

. Outline how the data was analyzed.

NOOHLWN =

Part 1: The Research Focus:

The design and methodology of this study was primarily driven by the
fundamental research question: Does exposure to word-processing techniques
through interactive and collaborative inservice promote teachers’ adoption ot
these applications?

Inservice was chosen by this researcher as a research focus, as this is the
most common method employed by educational administrators for initiating and
facilitating curricular innovation or change.

The Criteria Used In Establishing A Research Study Population:

Having chosen inservice, the field of potential research study candidates was
further restricted to satisfy the following criteria:

1. That the study focus on one specific inservice instead of surveying a
number of similar but different inservice efforts. This design decision was an
effort to enhance comparability of data elements.

2 That the chosen inservice involve elementary teachers, as changes
effected at lower grade levels have a better chance of influencing student
learning over a longer period of time.

3. That the inservice focus on computer techniques or applications, as
computer use by teachers is primarily driven by satistying instructional
needs, rather than reilecting any specific philosophic orientation.
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4. That the inservice was Alberta based, to facilitate access by this
researcher, and to make the results perhaps more generalizable to the
Alberta educational setting.

5. That the inservice design feature active collaboration and interaction on
the part of the teacher participants. This design element has been promoted
by Pepple (1986) as a way of enhancing the effectiveness of inservice.

Part 2: Description Of The Workshop:

With the previously mentioned criteria in mind, various study candidates were
examined. The inservice program chosen as the focus of this particular
research study was the Alberta Education sponsored “The Writing Process
Using the Word Processor” series of Workshops. These Workshops were held
in four widely geographically separated regions of the province of Albena:
Calgary - March 1988, and Edmonton, Grande Prairie, and Lethbridge, in March
1989. The dispersion of the Workshops ensured that a broad diversity of
teachers could be studied, once again enhancing the generalizability of the
study results to the general ieacher population.

The original purpose of holding the ‘Norkshop, and the procedures followed,
were concisely outlined in the Forward to the Alberta Education supplied
Inservice Leaders' Reference Manual (1988, p.iii): “School jurisdictions
selected teacher leaders who attended a provincial information session and
were provided a set of inservice materials. These ‘leaders’ were then to help
others in their school jurisdictions who wanted to start using the new approach
[to integrate computer use with Language Ars instruction).”

Each Workshop session was conducted over a period of 2.5 to 3 days. The
Workshop was structured to provide training in the areas of:

1. The Writing Process Using Computers

2. Instructional Strategies

3. Strategies For Evaluating Writing

4. Inservicing Procedures

Various instructional formats were employed in the Workshop sessions,
including:

1. Traditiona! lecture format.

2. Small and large group discussion.

3. Partnership learning activities (pairs or trios, depending on the number of

Workshop participants.)
4. Learning activities requiring Individual response or personal reflection.
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It should be noted however that greater emphasis was placed on partnership
learning ac:ivities, requiring collaboration on the part of the participants, and
interaction with computers. The organization of the individual partnerhsip
learning groups was also changed at various times during each Workshop
session. Participant grouping assignments were repeatedly changed, usually
prior to the start of a new learning activity. In this manner, Workshop
participants had an opportunity to collaborate with a variety of learning panners
- mimicking the organizational changes that might occur in the day-to-day
running of a classroom program.

Part 3: Description Of The Study Population:

The participants of each regional Workshop included teachers, school
principals and senior administrators from elementary, Junior High and Senior
High School levels. For the purposes of this study however, the research focus
would primarily be on the pool of elementary teachers.

Using the Workshop as a research base provided the tollowing benetits in
addition to meeting the previously stated criteria:

1. Wide Dispersion of Workshop Attendees:

The four Workshop sessions were held in widely separated geographic
locations in the province. Additionally, due to scheduling and travel
considerations, participants from all over the province attended each session.
Participation was not restricted to attendees from just the local area surrounding
the Workshop site.

2 The Same Format Was Maintained For All Workshop Sessions

Although the Workshop was held in four different geographic locaticns, and
at different times - the same inservice format was essentially utilized for all
Workshop sessions.

3. Wide Diversity of Attendee Experience Levels:

The Workshop attracted participants with widely differing experience levels in
both Language Arts and computers. Some participants had extensive computer
expertise, but had little or no experience in Language Arts instruction This
contrasted with other participants, who were primarily Language Arts teachers
who had had little if any computer experience prior 1o attending the Workshop.
This wide diversity of experience ievels made the study population more
representative of the general teacher population, once again enhancing the
generalizability of the study results.

4. The Workshop Was Focussed On Integrating Computers With Language Arts:
This element pertained directly to the primary research question, as it
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involved a computer / Language Arts interaction.

5 Extended Time Interval Between the Workshop and the Research Sampling:
At the time the data collection component of the study was conducted, two
years, and in some cases, three years, had elapsed since the participants had
attended the Workshop. As the study was intended to examine the long-term

effects of inservice exposure, the extended time-lag between Workshop
attendance and data sampling promoted more generalized and reflective
responses from the participants. This related directly towards the overall
objective of the research study: Was the Workshop effective in the long term?

6. Personal Experience With the Workshop By The Researcher:

As | had also had an opportunity to participate in the Workshop, | felt that this
would allow me to better contextualize survey responses and participant
interviews.

7. Contextualization Aids:

A substantial effort was made by the researcher to gather information about
the character of the study population (ie. teaching experience, computer
experience, etc.) to aid in the contextualization of the data collected, and to help
in comparing the study population to the general teaching population. This
information was collected as part of the survey instrument. As was discussed in
Chapter |l, 34 subjects were ultimately included in this study. The gender and
occupational position characterization of the study population is shown in Table

2.

Table 2: Study Population Gender And Occupational Position Distribution

CATEGORY MALE FEMALE TOTAL PERCENT
Teaching 21 8 29 85%
Administration 2 0 2 6%
Other (Consultants, etc.) 1 2 3 9%
Total 24 10 34 100%

Males made up 24 of the 34 participants included in the study, or 70.5% of
the study population. Females made up 10 of the 34 patrticipants included in
the study, or 29.5% of the study population.
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Corresponding information for the general teacher population in Alberta was

reported by Alberta Education (1989, p.29) in December 1989. and is shown in
Table 3.

Table 3: Alberta Teacher Population Gender and Occupational Position

Distribution
CATEGORY MALE FEMALE TOTAL PERCENT
Teaching 7,310 14,481 21,791 80°
Administration 2,785 1,015 3.800 14°
Other (Consultants, etc.) 549 1,092 1,641 6%
Total 10,644 16,588 27,232 100%

Males made up 10,644 of the 27,232 personnel in the general Alberta
teaching population, or 39% ot the total group. Females made up 16,588 of the
27.232 teaching personnel in the province, or 61%.

When compared in this manner, it can be seen that the study population did
not match the general teaching population in gender distribution. but did closely
match in terms of the distribution of identified occupational positions (ie
teacher, administrator, etc.).

The following additional data points were collected in order to characterize
the study population:

Age Grouping

. Teaching Experience

. School Origin

. School Population

Teaching Concentration

Previous Language Arts Experience
Previous Computer Experience

Noohob -~

This data was solicited from the study subjects as the literature base
indicated that these factors might unduly influence the study resuits. For
example, Workshop attendees might characterize their Workshop experience
difterently according to their teaching background and experience. By cross-
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referencing background data with perceptions of the Workshop itself for each
individual, any distinguishing patterns of response would be made more easily
apparent.

A report on relevant background factors for the study population follows.

1. Age Grouping:

Respondents were surveyed as to their age at the time they attended the
Workshop, according to a 10-year interval scale, beginning at 20+ years and
concluding at near retirement age. This is shown in Tabie 4.

Table 4: Study Population Age Distribution

Age Group Distribution Percent of Study Population
20 - 29 years 2 6%

30 - 39 years 14 41%

40 - 49 years 16 47%

50 - 59 years 2 6%

60+ years 0 0%

The bulk of the study popuiation (88%) were in the 30 to 43 age group. This
generally compares with the age distribution of the Alberta teaching population
for the year 1988-89, as reported by Alberta Education, which was 70.4% of
teachers being between the ages of 31 and 50. The median age of the general
teacher population was 39.25 for the 1988-89 school year. It must be noted
however that a selection effect may have occurred in the response to the survey
questionnaire, and for attendance of the Workshop itself. As teachers or other
representatives were nominated by their respective jurisdictions for attendance
of the Workshop, Workshop participation may not have been representatively
drawn from the full range of age groupings. For example, some
Superintendents may not have been willing to nominate first-year te=chers.

2. Teaching Experience:

Teaching experience was surveyed from the Workshop participants, as it
may act as an inhit.tor or facilitator in acquiring new knowledge. Inexperienced
teachers may respond differently to a new pedagogical approach than might
experienced teachers, with specific response being ditficult to predict. For
example, an inexperienced teacher may be more willing ic adopt an
ecicational innovation, as they have had fewer negative experiences in their
teaching career to base judgements upon and thus may also have a lower
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resistance to change. On the other hand, another inexperienced teacher may
be less willing to adopt an educational innovation, as they may lack confidence
in their own judgement and may be more willing to accept the status quo.
Similar positive and negative responses my be attributable to experienced
teachers, influencing their receptivity to educational change, as typitied by the
Workshop.

This researcher felt that it would be helpful when interpreting the survey
results to consider the teaching experience leve! of the study population, in
order to aid in characterizing the receptivity of the group to the innovation under
study. For the Workshop study population, the experience distribution was as
shown in Table 5.

Table 5: Study Population Teaching Experience

YEARS OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE NUMBER PERCENT

Under 2 years 1 3%
310 9years 8 24%
10to 19 years 19 56%
20+ years 6 17%

The largest proportion of the study population (56%) was teachers with 10 to
19 years experience, indicating that the group as whole had an extensive
teaching experience base. This compares with a median of 13.33 years of
teaching experience as reported by Alberta Education for the teaching
population as a whole (1989, p.87) for the 1988-89 school year. The study
population generally reflected the teaching experience levels of the general
teacher population in the province ot Alberta.

3 School Location (of School of Teacher Origin):

The location of a school may indirectly influence a teacher’s receptivity to
educational change, particularly if the educational change requires extensive
support services. For example, the close proximity of support services available
in an urban setting may positively influence a teacher to embrace an
educational change. In contrast, the difficulty in accessing support services in a
rural setting may act as a deterrent for adopting an educational innovation,
particularly one requiring a high level of external support.
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The study population categorized the predominant origin of the students in
their home schools, and indirectly, the characterization ot their school location,
as shown in Table 6.

Table 6: School Origin For Study Population

STUDENT ORIGIN NUMBER PERCENT
Rural 15 44%
Rural / Urban Mix 12 35%
Urban 7 21%
Total 34 100%

In its 1989 report, Alberta Education indicated that the four largest (and
urban) school districts “had 46.2 per cent of the total provincial enrolment in
elementary / secondary schools in 1988-89.” (1989, p.16) On this basis, it might
seem that urban schools were under-represented in the study population, but
this may be untrue. It must be recalled that the Workshop was originally
designed and produced for elementary and Junior / Senior High school
teachers, and that attendance was on a per-district basis, rather than being
based on respective student population levels. With 143 school jurisdictions in
the province in 1988-89, the four jurisdictions with the largest student
population would represent less than 3% of the total number of jurisdictions,
while administering to the needs of 46% of the provincial student population.
Suffice to say that the study population represented both rural and urban
teachers.

4. Student Population (of Teacher School Origin):

The size of a school student population may indirectly influence a teacher's
receptivity to educational change. As schools are funded on a per-student
basis, rather than a program basis, small schools may not be able to match the
diversity of programs offered by larger schools. This may be particularly
important when considering programs tied to the availability of computers.
Below a certain threshold number, some computer-based programs such as
word processing may become too difficult to efficiently manage. For example,
the one-computer per classroom scenario would certainly constrain what a
teacher might be able (or willing) to attempt versus a one-computer per student
situation.
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The study population characterized their home school student population as
shown in Table 7.

Table 7: School Population Of Study Population Origin

NO. OF STUDENTS NUMBER OF RESP. PERCENT
511099 1 3%
100to 199 7 20%
20010 299 6 18%
300 to 399 9 26%
400+ 9 26%
Other (District Responsibilities) 2 7%
Total 34 100%

Student population levels (and hence school size and resources) would not
appear to offer an undue influence on the teachers participating in this study.
While 52% of the respondents originated from schools having more than 300
students, 42% of the respondents came from schools having less than 300
students.

5. Concentration of Teaching Assignment:

In the initial planning stages of this research study, it was decided to focus on
the responses of elementary teachers who had attended the Workshop.
Potential study candidates were identified by means of a participant list
distributed by Alberta Education. This list was compiled from lists of individuals
who had indicated an intention to attend the Workshop as well as those who
had attended. In many instances, the list turned out be both incomplete and
inaccurate, making precise targeting of elementary teachers difficult. For
example, many teachers thought to be elementary teachers due to their
designation on the Participant List turnen out to be Junior High school teachers
who had failed to denote their teaching concentration on the attendance list.
For this reason, and in order to preserve an adequate study population, 5
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Junior-High respondents were included in the study, along with 5 other
administrators and central-office personnel.

Participating teachers were surveyed to confirm their actual teaching

concentration at the time they had attended the Workshop. The teaching
concentration for the study population is shown in Table 8.

Table 8: Study Population Teaching Concentration

TEACHING CONC. NUMBER OF RESP. PERCENT
Grade 110 3 1 3%
Grade 4106 23 67%
Grade 7109 5 15%
Principals, Administrators 5 15%
Total 34 100%

Elementary teachers made up 70% of the population sample, with the
remaining 30% made up of Junior-High school teachers and administrators
who indicated that they had had some teaching experience at the elementary
level, or taught elementary students on a part-time basis. On the basis of this
distribution, this study can be said to have an elementary bias, as was intended
in the study design. Primary teachers were under-represented by a wide
margin however.

6. Previous Language Arts Experience:

The Workshop was designed to integrate computer word processing into a
formalized approach to writing - called the Writing Process. Prior Language
Arts experience and training therefore would be very helpful, it not absolutely
necessary, in fully contextualizing the information and teaching strategies
presented in the Workshop. The study population characterized their prior
Language Arts experience as shown in Table 9.
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Table 9: Study Population - Prior Language Arts Experience

PRIOR L.A. EXPERIENCE NUMBER OF RESP. PERCENT
Minimal 9 26%
Moderate 9 26%
Extensive 16 48%
Total 34 100%

On a 3 point weighted scale, the prior Language Arts experience of the study
population as a group could be depicted as 2.2, lying between moderate and
extensive:

Figure 3:
0 1 2 3
777777777772 77777A |
None Minimal Moderate Extensive

7. Previous Computer Training:

As with Language Arts, facility with computers might have a major influence
on the ability of the Workshop attendees to fully contextualize the information
and strategies presented in the Workshop. The focus of the Workshop was
word processina, so prior experience with word processing would be very
helpful in being able to apply workshop knowledge and techniques.

The study population characterized their prior computer experience as
shown in Table 10.
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Table 10: Study Population - Prior Computer Experience

PRIOR COMP. EXPER. NUMBER OF RESP. PERCENT
None 2 6%
Minimal 8 24%
Moderate 17 50%
Extensive 7 20%
Total 34 100%

On a 3 point weighted scale depicting prior computer training or experience,
the study population as a group could be characterized as 1.85, being slightly
less than “moderate” in computer experience overall.

Figure 4:
0 1 2 3
V7777777%77%777 A ]
None Minimal Moderate Extensive

8. Prior Computer Application Experience In the Classroom:

Workshop strategies were intended for application in a classroom setting
using computers. As such, prior experience with computer applications in the
classroom would aid Workshop participants in fully contextualizing the
strategies and information presented in the Workshop. The study population
characterized their prior computer application experience in the classroom as
shown in Table *1.
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Table 11: Study Population - Prior Computer Application Experience

PRIOR COMP. APPLIC. NUMBER OF RESP. PERCENT
None 2 6%
Minimal 6 18%
Moderate 16 47%
Extensive 10 29%
Total 34 100%

On a 3 point weighted scale, the study population as a group measured 2.0,
lying exactly on the “moderate” experience level.

Figure 5:
0 1 2 3
V777777 |
None Minimal Moderate Extensive

9. Nature of Prior Computer Applications In the Classroom:

While characterizing the level of prior computer application by the study
population might be important in determining the receptivity of the Workshop
participants to the new strategies presented, the nature of that computer
experience might be of equal if not greater importance. For example, if the
study population had a great amount of prior experience with skill development
/ testing / remediation software, this might prove to be of littie help in
assimilating the word processing techniques presented in the Workshop.
Conversely, prior experience in word processing would detinitely allow the
Workshop participants to fully concentrate on the Language Arts aspects of the
inservice, requiring little extra effort to cope with the computer word processing
demands.

The study population were surveyed as to their prior experience utilizing 7
different types of productivity software, including word processing. A summary
of their responses is depicted in graphic form on a 3-point weighted scale for
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comparison purposes, as shown in Table 12:

Table 12: Study Population - Prior Experience With Productivity Software

Software Type Experience Level

None Minimal Moderate Extensive
0 1 2 3
1. Skitl Development / %
Testing / Remediation ‘

(1.29)

2. Word Processing W 20 )
3. Graphics Design W (1.0)

4. Music Applications % (0.26)
5. Information Processing / (0.73)
Datahase / Spreadsheet Y
6. Professional Applic. W (1.47)
7. Interactive Teaching (1.02)
Programs m
0 1 2 3

None Minimal Moderate Extensive

Summary of Study Population Characteristics:

1. Gender Distribution:

The study population did not reflect the gender distribution of the general
teacher population. In the study population, men over-represented women in
an approximate 2 to 1 ratio, an inverse reflection of the gender distribution in the
general teacher population in the province of Alberta at the time the Workshop

was conducted.

2. Age Distribution:
The study population generally reflected the age distribution of the general
teacher population at the time.
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3. Teaching Experience Levels:
The study population generally reflected the teaching experience distribution
of the general teacher population at the time.

4. School Origin:
The study population originated from both rural and urban schools.

5. Size of Origin Schools:

The study population originated from bot: small and large schools, with the
predominant group characterized as originating from schools of abouit 300
students.

6. Teaching Level:
The majority of the study population (70%) were Upper Elementary based.

7. Language Arts Experience Base:
The study population was characterized as having moderate to extensive
experience in teaching elementary Language Ars.

8. Prior Computer Experience:
The study population was characterized as having slightly less than
moderate prior computer experience and training.

9. Prior Class Experience With Computer Applications:
The study population characterized their application of computers in a
classroom program (prior to attending the Workshop) as being moderate.

10. Nature of Prior Computer Experience:

The study population indicated that their most extensive utilization of
computers prior to attending the Workshop was for word processing
applications.

Part 3: Description of Research Study Time Frame:

This study was initiated in March of 1990 when the Curriculum Support
Branch of Alberta Education was contacted. Permission was requested by this
researcher to canvass teachers who had participated in the Alberta Education
sponsored “The Writing Process Using the Word Processor” series of
Workshops in 1988 and 1989. In granting research access, Alberta Education
suggested that the respective superintendents of Workshop participants also be
contacted. This suggestion was subsequently followed up in May 1990 after
formal assent had been received from the University of Alberta Ethics Review
Committee to proceed with the research study. Request For Research Access
letters were mailed to 76 Alberta school superintendents among whose 106
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teachers were listed as having attended the Workshop. These particular
teachers were selected on the basis of being identified as elementary teachers,
or of not being specifically identified as being Junior / Senior High School
teachers or administrators.

Due to the normal summer hiatus of school operations, replies were received
from school superintendents from June 1990 until the end of September 1990.
A prototype survey questionnaire was concurrently progressively refined with
exposure to faculty advisors, graduate student peers, and four selected
“evaluators”, comprising one experienced elementary school administrator, one
experienced elementary teacher who also had doctoral qualifications, and two
experienced Junior / Senior High school teachers - one of whom had attended
the Workshop as well.

The survey questionnaire was finalized in Ncvember of 1990, and copies
were forwarded - along with a letter of introduction - to 84 Workshop participants
whose school superintendents had granted permission to contact. Fifty-four
survey responses were received between December 1990 and March 1991. A
preliminary review of the collected data was made in April and May of 1991 by
the researcher and by a second “reader” to identity common themes or
concerns. This review was followed up by a series of nine telephone interviews
with Workshop participants who had agreed to be involved in an interview. The
40 - 70 minute interviews were conducted within an 11 day interval in June of
1991. Survey and interview data was subsequently reviewed, collated and
summarized in July and August of 1991.

Part 4: Description of the Survey Instrument:

The survey instrument was designed to collect information in three main
areas:

1. Background information about the study population.

2. Characterizations of the perceptions of the study population as to the
effectiveness of the learning activities presented in the Workshop, and how
applicable these might be to their teacher colleagues.

3. Subsequent application of the Language Arts and computer expertise gained
from the Workshop on the part of the participants to their own teaching
situations.

Information collected about the background of the respondents was used to
help contextualize their responses regarding their perceptions of the
effectiveness of the Workshop, and to characterize to what extent the Workshop
participants had applied what they had learned to their own teaching situation.
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The survey instrument was organized into five main sections:
Part 1: Background Information About the Workshop Participants
Part 2: Participant Perceptions About the Workshop
Part 3: Teaching Implications of Having Participated In the Workshop
Part 4. Personal Written Response
Part 5. Request For A Personal interview

Part 1.

Part 1 of the survey instrument was made up of 14 questions, collecting
information on 20 distinct data points. These questions were used to
characterize the respondents with regards to:

a) age

b) teaching experience

c) school location

d) school student popuiation

e) teaching assignment

f) experience in teaching Language Arts at the Elementary level

g) experience with computers

h) attitudes towards computer integration into Language Arts

i) organizational support for computer integration both prior to and
subsequent to attending the Workshop

j) personal importance ascribed to integrating computers into iLanguage Arts
teaching

k) report on opportunity to inservice others on Workshop techniques and
strategies.

These questions were presented in a check-off format for ease of respc 1se.

Part 2;

Part 2 of the survey instrument dealt with the perceptions of the
respondents regarding the effectiveness of certain format aspects of the
Workshop, as well as an overall evaluation of the effectiveness of the
Workshop format in facilitating educational change. Nineteen distinct data
points were surveyed in this section of the questionnaire, presented in an
agree-disagree spectrum characterized by a 5 point circle-the-answer scale.

Part 3:

Part 3 of the questionnaire focussed on characterizing the participants’
application of the knowledge and expertise gained from the Workshop, and
on identifying difficulties in applying that knowledge. Seven data points
were surveyed in a check-off format.

Part 4:
Part 4 of the survey instrument provided an opportunity for the
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respondents to make more elaborate comments in written form about the
inservice format, or to make suggestions about aiternatives to inservicing to
tacilitate educational innovation. Twenty-four out of the thirty-four
respondents (70%) took advantage of this opportunity to make additional
comments, although many were about specific Workshop features rather
than more generalized comments.

Part 5:

Part 5 of the survey instrument requested permission to contact the
respondent in order to .:'range for a personal telephone interview to allow
for further elaboration and discussion about the respondent’'s Workshop
experiences. Thirteen of the thirty-four respondents (38%) agreed to
participate in an interview session. This researcher was subsequently able
to conduct interviews with nine of the resporidents - 26% of the study
population.

Description of Follow-Up Interview Inquiry:

Foliow-up telephone interviews were conducted with 9 of the 34 (26%)
questionnaire respondents. Telephone interviews were conducted due to the
wide geographic dispersion of the respondents, making in-person interviews
impractical due to the travel costs involved, and the time required. The
interviews that were conducted were of the semi-formal type, with clarifications
of survey responses (where needed) requested, along with response to six
additional aspects ot the Workshop, comprising:

1. Identification of which specific Workshop session the respondent had
attended (i.e. Edmonton, Calgary, etc.)

2. Explanation of how the respondent came to be involved with the Workshop
(i.e. selected, volunteered, requested, etc.)

3. Elaboration of the respondent’s expectations of the Workshop (if any), prior to
actual attendance.

4. Characterization of the respondent’s personal response to two specific
aspects of the Workshop, what sort of balance they felt was established in the
Workshop between theory and practice, and how they viewed the duration of
the Workshop in terms of its’ effectiveness (i.e. too long, too short, of satistactory
length, etc.).

5. Characterization of what the respondent felt were the long-term effects - both
positive and negative - on his or her teaching practice of having attended the

Workshop.
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Description of Data Collection Methods:

Data was collected by means of an 11 page - 40 question survey instrument
seeking information concerning 48 separate data elements. This data base
was supported and reinforced by an additional 9 telephone interviews with
those respondents who had indicated a willingness to participate.

Data collection was hampered in this study however by a number of factors:

1. The Length of Time That Had Elapsed Since the Participants Had Attended
the Workshop Sessions:

In most cases, two years, and with some respondents, three years had
elapsed since they had attended the Workshop sessions. This was a concern
on the part of the researcher not so much regarding the ability of the
respondents to recall specific features of the Workshop, as the study would
focus on the long-term effects, but on the mobility of the participants themselves.
Some of the teachers contacted had retired from teaching, others had changed
school jurisdictions or jobs, while still others were no longer working in a
classroom teaching situation. Nonetheless, 54 of the 84 individuals (64%)
contacted responded to the survey.

In addition, since a number of school superintendents had changed or been
promoted since the Workshop had heen held, many were unaware of the
participation in the Workshop on the part of teaching personnel from their
jurisdiction. Understandably, some superintendents were reluctant to allow this
researcher to contact the teachers requested.

2. The Ambiguity of the Workshop Participant's List:

As noted in a previous section, the Workshop Participants’ List contained
many inaccuracies or lacked adequate information about the participants. In
many instances mailing addresses were incomplete, precluding contact by mail.
A number of teachers also failed to indicate such information as their teaching
concentration (ie. elementary vs. Junior / Senior High) or position, and which
jurisdiction they worked in. This necessitated the researcher contacting the
Workshop participants through their respective school boards, a circuitous and
inefficient procedure. Thirteen of the 106 (12%) potential candidates for
inclusion in the study were directly eliminated as their survey correspondence
was returned “Address Unknown.”

3. The Involvement of Three { evels of Educaticnal Bureaucracy:

As this study required contact with teachers who had attended an Alberta
Education sponsored inservice, official sanction to contact the participants had
to be sought from the appropriate Alberta Education departrent officials prior to




40

initiating the study. Subseguently, permission also had to be obtained from
each teacher's respective school superintendent to allow them to be contacted.
Finally, the teachers themselves had to be canvassed to determine whether
they wished to participate in the study. This multiplicity of bureaucracy
extended the time that it took to conduct the study, and compounded the
probiems normally encountered with a survey-based study.

4. The Geographic Dispersion of the Respondents:

As had been outlined eartier, the participants in this study were drawn from
the entire province of Alberta. While not a factor in the mail-back survey data
collection stage of the study, the wide geographic dispersion of the respondents
created difficulties for the interview stage of the study. The interviewees were
an average of 4C0 km fiom each other, and 600 km from this researcher,
making in-person interviews prohibitive in terms of travel costs and time
requirements. This necessitated a telephone-interview approach. It should be
noted that while two of the respondents were within one day’s traveli of the
researcher, it was felt that it would be better to conduct all of the interviews by
telephone in order to preserve the integrity (and comparability) of the resulits.

5 The Time Constraints imposed By the School Year:

Access to the study population was not unrestricted, as the participants were
effectively only accessible during the normal school year. School holidays and
vacation breaks effectively reduced the access time to approximately nine
months per year, providing a disjointed time-line for study completion. For
example, when respective school superintendents were first approached in May
1990 concerning permission to conduct the study, many did not in fact respond
to the research request until September of 1990, imposing a three month delay
in progression to the next stage of the study - contacting the Workshop
participants themselves. Similar delays were incurred during the questionnaire
mail-out / data collection stage, due to Christmas holidays and various semester
breaks. As a teacher myself, | did not wish to impose on the Workshop
attendees during their vacation or personal time.

6. Access Restrictions Due to Teaching Load:

Nearly all of the interview participants were full-time teachers or
administrators who provided their school or office telephone numbers for
contact. The researcher was also a full-time teacher at the time the study was
conducted, creating problems in not just contacting the individuals who
expressed an interest in participating in an interview, but also in determining a
mutually agreeable interview time.

This access difficulty was somewhat ameliorated by the participants’
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willingness to accommodate the researcher. For example, some interviews
were conducted during lunch breaks or out-of-class times. Other interviews
were conducted on the participants’ own time, including an interview with one
dedicated teacher on a Saturday morning. The researcher was impressed with
the attitude manifested by all of the interviewees contacted. Many rearranged
their personal schedules in order to participate in interview sessions. As a
group, they demonstrated a strong willingness to help in the research process,
and were both frank and eloquent in their responses.

Description of Data Analysis Procedures:

Both questionnaire and interview response data was collected in the course
of this study. Questionnaires were initially checked to determine it they satistied
the criteria for inclusion in the study population. Of the 54 questionnaires
received back from the survey maii-out, 20 were rejected as not being suitable
for inclusion in the study. Among the reasons for exclusion were:

1. The respondent had not actually attended the Workshop, even though

their name had appeared on the Workshop Participant List.

2. The respondent had not completed the questionnaire, or had ieft many

sections blank without any explanation being provided.

3. Incorrectly identified respondents. Some Senior High School teachers

and administrators were incorrectly denoted as elementary based. In other

cases, no identification as to teaching level was provided.

Ultimately, after all of the questionnaires had been screened, 34
questionnaires remained for inclusion in the study population.

Actual data analysis began with establishing a computer database for the
survey questionnaire responses. Categories for each data element (question or
sub-question) were created in an AppleWorks database master file. The
responses to each data-element for each individual respondent were then
appropriately recorded. This computer organizer facilitated the consolidation of
all of the data collected from all of the respondents into one master file,
providing the researcher with the ability to easily organize, compare and cross-
reference respective responses. Preliminary print-outs were then made ot all of
the data entered in a spreadsheet format, with an identifier attached to
corresponding entries for each respondent. Numerical tallies were
subsequently made for group responses to each question in the survey - each
data column - and converted to percentages for ease of interpretation. This
data was also converted to pie and bar-graph representations, one and
sometimes two different kinds for each data element category tally. The
objective for doing this was to provide another way of looking at and interpreting
the data, seeking hidden trends or commonalities.
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One additional interpretive tool was created as well. For questions that
shared a common response technigue (ie. a characterization of None, Minimal,
Moderate, and Extensive), a weighted horizontal scale was created. This was
tacilitate easier characterization of the group response, as opposed to
individual responses.

Three different scales were created and are duplicated below for illustrative
purposes:

Figure 6: Agreement Scales:

Version 1:
Disagree Neutral Agree
l | ] | |
-2 -1 0 +1 +2
Version 2:
Mostly Highly Neutral Mostly Enthusiastic
Against Doubtful In Favour Supporter
| | ] | |
-2 -1 0 +1 +2

Figure 7: Frequency Scale:

None Minimal Moderate Extensive
1 | ] |

0 +1 +2 +3

Written comments and responses were collected from the survey
questionnaires and were transcribed and recorded on a word processing file.
This offered two advantages:

1 All comments were transiated into printed text, eliminating difficulties in
reading comments in cursive writing. This also removed the potential for
evaluating the comments on the basis of their appearance, rather than their
content as was intended.
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2. Printed text could be more efficiently collated, compared, stored. and
retrieved at a later time.

A similar transcription strategy was adopted for the interview records. Prior to
the interviews, a specific interview format was created from common themes
emerging from the questionnaire data. Each interview consisted of two parts:

1. Claritication of questionnaire responses, and . . .

2. Response to seven specific inquiries.

As the same interview format was used for each individual contacted,
comparison and contrast of the group responses was enhanced.

Final data analysis was a blend of the two data collection techniques
employed - the survey questionnaire and the personal interviews.
Questionnaire and interview data were used to support one another. In both
cases, and particularly with the questionnaire data, qualitative aspects were
stressed. The intent of the analysis effort (and the study as a whole) was to
formulate a characterization of the Workshop participants’ response to inservice
techniques employed, rather than the establishment of a precise numerical
stimulus-response type of evaluation.

Conclusion:
In the this chapter, | have outlined and discussed that:
1. Inservice was chosen as the research focus of this study.

2. An Alberta Education sponsored inservice program - “The Writing Process
Using the Word Processor Workshop” was chosen as a research base.

3. Thirty-four Workshop participants were chosen as research subjects.

4. With the exception of gender ratio, the study population was generally
representative of provincial teaching population of the time. Seventy percent of
the subjects were elementary teachers.

5. The study was initiated in 1990, with data collection conducted by means of
mail-out questionnaires and follow-up telephone interviews. Substantial
difficulties were encountered in collecting data for the study.

6. Data analysis was begun in 1991, supported by both quantitative and
qualitative data.
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Chapter IV: Analysis of the Data

Introduction:
Data for this research study was collected by means of a mail-out survey

questionnaire followed up by selective telephone interviews. In this chapter, |
intend to:

1. Examine participant response - both individually and as a group - towards the
various components of the survey questionnaire.

2. Review supporting data collected by means of telephone interviews.

3. Collate and compare various elements of the study data base.

Survey Questionnaire Data:
As has been previously stated, the survey questionnaire gathered
information concerning three main aspects of the Workshop experience:

1. Background information about the Workshop participants.

2. Participant perceptions of the effectiveness of the learning activities
presented in the Workshop.

3. Subsequent participant application of Workshop expertise and knowledge in
their own teaching situations.

This information was gathered in order to:

1. Characterize the population of the study so as to aid in generalizing results to
the teacher population as a whole.

2 Gain an insight into the participants’ evaluation of the effectiveness of
collaborative-interactive inservice technigues.

3. Form an estimation of whether this particular type of coliaborative-interactive
inservice benefited the study population in the long term - years as opposed to
days, weeks, or months after attendance.

In Part 1 of the survey questionnaire, background Information was requested
of the Workshop participants concerning their:

1. Age
2. General teaching experience
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3. School location and student population
4. Teaching concentration
5. Prior teaching experience in Elementary Language Arts
6. Prior computer training and/or experience
7. Prior application of computers in their classroom programs
8. Utility of specific computer software applications

This information was gathered in survey questions 1.00 to 1.08 and was
reported earlier in this study in the Description of the Study Population. The
second part of the questionnaire section, comprising questions 1.09 to 1.13,
sought to characterize the participants’ attitudes and commitment towards, and
the organizational support provided for, computer integration in their respective
classroom programs prior to their attendance of the Workshop. Detailed
reports of the participant responses for these aspects are reponrted in the
following section.

Question 1.09: “Characterize your attitude towards computer integration into
your classroom Language Arts program prior_to your involvement in the
Workshop.”

This question was included in the survey questionnaire to gain some sense
of the overall receptivity of the study population to educational change, and in
this specific case, the concept of computer integration in the area of Language
Arts instruction. If Workshop participants had a negative attitude towards the
concept of computer integration, their willingness to accept the Workshop
activities and strategies which stressed computer integration would be
compromised or even inhibited. Polling individual's attitudes towards this
aspect was also considered important on the part of this researcher for the sake
of the Workshop group dynamics. As Workshop participants had been
expected to work with a partner in small group situations, individual attitudes, it
negative, could affect group dynamics, and uitimately influence group
receptivity to adopting the innovation promoted - in this case, computer
integration. Individual and group characterizations are represented in Tabie 12.

Analysis:

The overall positive attitude towards computer integration demonstrated by
the study population was not surprising, considering that the original intent of
the Workshop was to train inservice leaders in process writing using word
processing. Personnel demonstrating a negative attitude towards computer
integration would not have been selected to attend the Workshop, nor would
they have volunteered to attend if that was their choice. Why would somecne
commit themselves to an enterprise demanding preparation, commitment and
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time, when they did not believe in it? What is perhaps unexpected however
was the number of participants (47%) who characterized their attitude towards
computer integration as “Mostly In Favour” or “Neutral.” One might have
expected an ever: larger majority of the participants to be enthusiastic
supporters, given the focus of the Workshop, and the fact that the participants
had been selected by their own jurisdictions to attend.

In contrast however, it is also significant that there were no individuals
surveyed who had a negative attitude towards computer integration. In this
manner, a potential inhibitor group towards adoption of the “innovation”
presented in the Workshop was avoided.

Table 13: Study Population - Prior Attitude Towards Computer Integration

Individual Responses:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERCENT
Mostly Against 0 0%
Mostly Doubtful Of Utility 0 0%
Neutral Feelings 4 12%
Mostly In Favour 12 35%
Enthusiastic Supporter 18 53%
Total 34 100%

Figure 8: Characterization of Group Response: (+1 4)

Mostly Highly Neutral Mostly Enthusiastic

Against Doubtful In Favour Supporter
L | P A |

-2 -1 0 +1 +2
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Analysis (Continued):

In terms of receptivity to change, the Workshop could not however be
characterized as an exercise in "preaching to the converted.” While perhaps
more "bullish” on computers than what the general teacher population might be
- 53% of the study respondents characterized themselves as "Enthusiastic
Supporters”, they cannot be described as a monolithic computer “fan club.” In
essence then, the study population can be said to be somewhat more positive
towards computer integration than the general teacher population, but not
overwhelmingly strong in their support.

Question 1.10:

“Characterize the amount of support (program fiexibility, computer hardware,
software, administrative and collegial supponrt, etc.) that you had available to
you in your teaching situation in order tc integrate computers into your
classroom Language Arts program, prior to_ your participation in the Workshop.”

Sufficient and sustained support is critical to the success of any innovation
effort, and this holds true for inservice initiatives. This particular question,
however, sought to canvass the respondents’ characterization of the support
they had received for their computer efforts prior to their attendance of the
Workshop. Computer innovation is somewhat more fraught with difficulty in this
aspect than other types of educational change, as computer innovation cannot
proceed without sufficient hardware, software and personnel resources.
Provision of adequate resources to the task demanded is made more difficuit
due to the relatively high cost associated with computers and their related
support components (ir" “ing, maintenance, etc.). While traditional educational
innovations such as the ...troduction of a new curriculum do incur substantial
costs, computer innovation adds expensive hardware and software costs to the
total cost equation. In more specific terms, if an individual had not received
adequate support in prior computer efforts, they would be more likely to be
skeptical as to the advisability of another computer associated innovation effort,
such as that represented by the Workshop. This lowered receptivity to the
promoted change would directly impinge on the individual's willingness to
adopt the innovation, calling into question the potential for the ultimate success
of the effort. Individual and group response to this question is reported in Table
14.

Analysis:

As greater than three-quarters of the study population characterized the
support that had been provided to them prior to their attendance of the
Workshop as being moderate to extensive, the support issue appears (from this
data) not to be a major concern affecting receptivity. The overall support level
could be expressed as 1.82 on a 3 point scale, and characterized as slightly
less than moderate for the group. This might be considered optimal for a group
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prior to exposure to an inservice on a related but new innovation. Individuals
who had experienced little or no support in prior computer innovation efforts
might have begun the Workshop with a disillusioned attitude, convinced that the
innovations presented in the Workshop woild require further improvisation as
well as extra work and effort on their part. This could be construed as a definite
inhibitor to positive adoption of the innovation. Conversely, individuals who had
received extensive support in previous innovation etforts might become
frustrated it similar or better support levels were not provided as part of the
innovation effort represented by the Workshop.

From the data collected by this particular question, it appears that this was
not a relevant concern. Only four of the thirty-four respondents (127%)
characterized their prior support as being non-existent or at the other end of the
spectrum, extensive. The majority of the study population would not have the
resource issue as an important determinant in their receptivity to the innovations
presented by the Workshop.

Table 14: Amount of Support Provided In Prior Computer Integration Etforts

Individual Response:

SUPPORT CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
No support 1 3%
Minimal Support 7 21%
Moderate Support 23 68%
Extensive Support 3 8%
Total 34 100%

Figure 9: Group Characterization: (+1.82)

None Minimal Moderate Extensive
i Y 75 Z l J

0 +1 +2 +3
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Question 1.11: "Prior to attending the Workshop. what importance did you
assign to integrating computers into your classroom Language Arts program?”

This question was included in the survey to attempt to gauge the commitment
the study population felt towards integrating computers into the classroom
program. While this attitude (positive, negative, or neutral) might give some
indication of possible response towards an innovaticn, it might also indicate a
past commitment towards efforts of a similar nature. In this manner, the
receptivity of the study population might be estimated in an indirect way. if, for
example, an individual already ascribed high importance towards integrating
computers in the classroom program, then the chances of that person adopting
an innovation related to the same concept would be much improved.
Conversely, if an individual ascribed little or no importance to implementing
computer integration in their classroom program prior to attending the
Workshop, then the possibility of the inservice effort doing so might be reduced.

Table 15: Prior Ascribed Importance to Integrating Computers In Classroom
Program

individual Response:

ASCRIBED IMPORT. NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
No importance 0 0%
Low Importance 6 18%
Moderate Importance 10 29%
High Importance 15 44%
Top Priority 3 9%
Total 34 100%

Figure 10: Group Response: (+2.4)

No Low Moderate High Top
Importance  Importance importance Importance  Priority

] |
A
0 1 2 3 4




50

Analysis:

Prior to attending the Workshop, 25 of the 34 respondents (74%)
characterized their feeling about the importance of computer integration as
being “Moderate” to “High”. In contrast, 26% felt that computer integration was
of “Low Importance” or, alternately, of “Top Priority”. The later statistic supports
the view created in other responses gathered in the study, in that the study
population was neither totally convinced of the utility of computer integration,
nor entirely skeptical. The weighted group score reported above confirms this
estimation, showing the group as judging the importance ot computer
integration as “Moderately High.” This evaluation also shows that while the
study population were perhaps more amenable to computer integration than the
general teacher population might be expected to be, they were not as
convinced as might be expected for a selected group of computer entnusiasts.
Essentially, these results show that there was potential to positively change the
affect of the study population towards the concept of computer integration, with
some commitment still reserved.

Question 1.12: “Characterize the amount of support (program flexibility,
computer hardware, software, administrative and collegial support, etc.) that you
had available to you in your teaching situation in order to integrate computers
into your classroom Language Arts program following your participation in the
Workshop.”

This question was included to enable a comparison to be made with
characterization of support prior to attendance of the Workshop. Innovation
efforts are often accompanied by the provision, or at least the expectation of
new or higher levels of support. Expectations realized would tend to contribute
towards the overall success of the innovation effort, while expectations denied
would hinder the adoption process. In the case of the Workshop, expectations
were heightened in the minds of both the participants and the associated local
school jurisdictions due to the nature of its’ sponsorship by Alberta Education.
In their written comments or interview replies, some respondents indicated that
this perceived expectation - particularly on the part of school superintendents,
actually contributed towards situations where some school jurisdictions
provided even less money for computer acquisition and support than they had
before, feeling that Alberta Education would be providing increased funding for
this.

It must be noted here that the two support-reiated questicnswere spatially
separated by a different type of question. This was done to avoid creating
confusion on the part of the respondent, as the questions ditfered only in the
“before” and “after” the Workshop designation. it was hoped that this would
ensure a more accurate response.
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Table 16: Individual Response: Characte ization of Support Provided For
Computer Integration Following Attendance of the Workshop

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
No Support 0 0%
Minimal Support 12 35%
Moderate Importance 16 47 %
Extensive Support 6 18%
Total 34 100%

Figure 11: Group Response. (+1.82)

None Minimal Moderate Extensive
B A | |
] +1 +2 +3

Analysis:

Ali of the respondents reported that they had received some measure of
support for computer integration following attendance of the Workshop. Twenty-
two of thirty-four respondents (64%) characterized their post-Workshop support
as “Mcderate” to “Extensive.” This compares with 26 of 34 respondents (76%)
who characterized the support that they had received prior to attending the
Workshop as being “Moderate” to "Extensive.” This was a net reduction of
perceived support of 12%.

When compared using the weighted group scale however, the Before and
After characterizations were identical, at +1.82, slightly less than “Moderate”
support provided overall. How to resolve this apparent contradiction? It
appears that while the overall group characterization did not change, the
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distribution of the individual responses did change. For example, 7 of the 34
respondents (20%) characterized the support that they had received prior to the
Workshop as being “Minimal.” This particular category increased to 12 of 34
respondents (35%) for the period after the Workshop. Conversely, while 23 of
34 respondents (67%) characterized their support as “"Moderate” prior to the
Workshop, this decreased to 16 of 34 respondents (47%) for the period
succeeding the Workshop.

In overall terms, 11 of the 34 study respondents (32%) reported changes in
the level of support they had received for computer integration following their
attendance of the Workshop. Five respondents reported their support to have
increased after attending the Workshop, while six respondents surprisingly
enough reported an actual decrease in support. Those who reported an
increase in their support levels were equitably distributed between males and
females, rural and urban based. The reduced-support group however, while
generally balanced between urban and rural origin, were exclusively male.

In an attempt to find any further correlations, support characterization was
compared to the respondent’s teaching position, and to the population of their
school base. A simple weighted scale was used to aid in comparing the
characteristics. The increased-support group was calculated to be at 3.0 on the
scale - corresponding to a schoo! having a population of 300 to 399 students.

In contrast, the decreased-support group was calculated to be at 3.4 on the
comparison scale, corresponding to a school having a population closer to the
400+ range. When examining teaching position as a possible tactor, the
Increased-Support Group almost exclusively originated from the Gr. 4 - 6 level,
while the Decreased - Support Group was mostly Junior-High based.

Since all of these comparisons were based on such a small sample
however, i1 of the 34 respondents, the calculated differences may be more an
artifact of the small sample size rather than a generalizable trend.

Question 1.13: “The original intent of the Workshop was to inservice teacher-
leaders on inservicing techniques applicable to the introduction of process
writing using computers. Did you personailly have the opportunity to inservice
other teachers in your jurisdiction? Characterize your own experience.”

This question was included in the questionnaire to provide some estimation
of the efficacy of the “trickle down” model of inservicing, whereby a select group
of inservice attendees are expected to share their knowledge with their peers.
The Workshop was based on this model, and it might be useful to compare the
participants’ perceptions of how effective the inservice was as a means of
introducing innovation to their own teaching, as opposed to its’ effectiveness as
a “transmission vehicle” for others. In essence, the participants could not expect
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to effectively communicate the knowledge and techniques presented during the
Workshop to others if they themselves had not had some experience in
applying them to their own teaching.

Table 17: Individual Response: Characterization Of the Amount of
Inservicing That Was Performed By the Respondents After
Attendance of the Workshop

AMOUNT OF INSERVICING NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
No Inservicing Was Performed 9 26%
Minimal Inservicing 14 419%
Moderate Inservicing 8 23%
Extensive inservicing 3 10%
Total 34 100%

Figure 12: Group Response:. (1.15)

None Minimal Moderate Extensive
227277777, | |
0 +1 +2 +3

Analysis:

From the response of the study population, it appears that the primary intent
of the Workshop was not fulfilled to any great degree. Twenty-three of the thirty-
four respondents (68%) reported that they performed “Minimal” or “No Follow-
Up Inservicing” for their peers in their home school jurisdictions. Only three
respondents (9%) reported that they were able to conduct extensive inservice
efforts.

This was a major shortcoming of the Workshop, and one that must weigh
heavily in the overall evaluation of the worth of the of the “irickle down"
approach in facilitating statf development.
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Analysis of Part 2 of the Survey Questionnaire Responses:

Part 2 of the survey questionnaire was composed of a series of statements
concerning various design and format aspects of the Werkshop. The intent of
this part of the survey was to gain some sense of what the participants felt were
effective and not so effective elements of the Workshop design. Response was
also requested from the participants coricerning design elements which they feit
might have been improved in effectivenss, as well as suggestions about the
nature of possible improvements.

To facilitate ease of data collection, respondents were instructed to indicate
their agreement or disagreement with a series of declarative statements using a
5 point scale, which rarnged from Strongly Disagree to Strongly Agree.

Question 2.00: I gained a lot of useful information from my exposure to
computer applications for Elementary language arts.”

Although this question was posed to gain an overall impression of the
participants’ valuation of the Workshop, anaiysis of the response was more
complicated than might be superficially evident. Interpretation of resporise to
this question may be significantly dependent upon:

1. The Expertise level of the Respondent in Computer Applications For
Elementary Language Arts Prior To Attending the Workshop.

For example, an enthusiastic user of computer appiications in elementary
language arts might respond that they had not learned much from the
Workshop. as they were already fully emiploying the techniques presented.
Alternately, someone who had little computer experience might respond that
they had not gained much from attending the Workshop, as they lacked the
skilis to utilize the information presented.

2. The Instructional Contact the Respondent Had With Elementary Students

A participant may not have been an elementary teacher, or it an elementary
teacher, may nct have been involved in teaching language arts. This would
affect their response to this particular question as they might not find the
information presented in the Workshop relevant to their personal teaching (or
non-teaching) situation.

In this manner, a negative response to this survey question on the part of a
respondent might not necessarily indicate a weakness or tailing in the
Workshop design itself, but be more indicative of situational factors.
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Table 18: Individual Response: Characterization of Workshop Utility - Computer
Appiications For Language Arts

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 0 0%
Moderately Disagree 2 6%
Neutral Feelings 10 29%
Moderately Agree 13 38%
Strongly Agree 9 27%
Total 34 100%

Figure 13: Group Response: Degree of Agreement (+0.85)

Strongly Moderately Moderateiv Strengly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree
L | zzzza | !
-2 -1 0 +1 +2
Analysis:

While 22 of 34 respondents {65%) characterized their response to this
question as moderate to strong agreement, the remaining 35% indicated
neutral feelings or moderate disagreement. Closer scrutiny of the responses,
grouped according to prior experience with word processing, and to teaching
position, produced the following characterizations:



56
Table 19: Response According To Prior Word Processing Experience

PRIOR W. P. EXP. GROUP RESPONSE

None +1.16 (Slightly better than Moderate Agreement)

Minimal +0.33 (Tending Towards Neutral feelings)

Moderate +1.0 (Moderate Agreement)

Extensive +0.55 (Between Moderate Agreement and Neutral
feelings)

When this information is plotted in graph form, a trend line can be discerned.
It appears that those participants who had no prior word processing experience
felt that they gained more from the Workshop than those who had moderate to
extensive. W.P. experience. The higher the level of pricy word processing
experience, the less the respondents felt they gained from the Workshop in
terms of knowledge and expertise. This observation would confirm a common
sense expectation. Individuals who began the Workshop with a high level of
prior word processing experience might be expected to gain less than someone
who had little or no experience, especially since the Workshop was focussed on
word processing applications.

It must be noted that the response of the Minimal W.P. experience group did
not follow the apparent trend line. Perhaps, due to the fact that this
characterization was based on the response of only three individuals, individual
differences within the group obscured or negated any group trend.

Table 20: Response According To School Position:

SCHOOL POSITION GROUP RESPONSE
Gr. 4 - 6 Teacher +1.0 (Moderate Agreement)
Gr. 7 - 9 Teacher +0.66 (Reserved Agreement)
Administrators / +0.6 (Reserved Agreement)

Consultants
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When this data is graphed, an apparent trend is evident once again. it
appears that as a group, the Gr. 4 - 6 Teacher panticipants felt that they had
gained more from the Workshop than their Gr. 7 - 9 Teacher or Administrator
colleagues. This concliusion may be misleading however, as by design, the
study population was primarily composed of elementary teachers (66%), and
were twice as well represented. On this basis then, no definitive conclusion can
be drawn from this data in isolation.

Question 2.01: “I felt that the teaching strategies demonstrated during the
Workshop were applicable to my teaching situation.”

This question was included in the survey questionnaire to gauge the
situational match between the intended target group of the Workshop and that
of the actual Workshop participants. The closer the match, that is, the more
relevant the inservice is to the situational background of the participants, the
greater potential there is for the participants to adopt the innovation being
promoted. In an indirect manner, this was another way of establishing the
potential receptivity of the Workshop participants towards the Workshop
innovation - utilizing computer word processing for process writing
development.

Table 21: Individual Response: Agreement of Applicability of Workshop
Teaching Strategies To Teaching Situation

Note: Thirty-two responses were included in the analysis for this question. Two responses,
those of the district consultants who attended the Workshop, were excluded, as they were
not directly involved in a teaching capacity.

CHARACTER'"ZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 1 3%
Moderately Disagree 3 9%
Neutral Feelings 7 22%
Moderately Agree 12 37%
Strongly Agree 10 29%

Total 32 100%
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Figure 14: Group Response: Characterization of Agreement - Teaching
Strategies Demonstrated in the Workshop Were Applicable To
Teaching Situation (+0.84)

Strongly Moderately Moderately Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Ag.ee Agree
L ! Yz J
-2 -1 0 +1 +2

When the data for the Gr. 4 - 6 and Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers was separated from
the composite, the following characterizations emerged:

Table 22: Comparison of Responses For Gr. 4 - 6 and 7 - 9 Teachers

SITUATION GROUP RESPONSE
Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers +1.09 (Slightly Above Moderate Agreement)
Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers +0.5 (Reserved Agreement)

Analysis:

As with Question 2.00, a difference in characterized response emerged
between those of the kzlementary teachers and Junior-High teachers.
Elementary teachers felt that the teaching strategies demonstrated during the
Workshop were more applicable to their teaching situation than did the Junior-
High teachers. For this particular question however, the responses for the
Elementary teachers outnumbered those of the Junior-High teachers by an
approximation of 3 to 1, once again calling into question the valiaity of the
contrasting responses for the respective groups.

The overall characterization for this question by all of the respondents can be
assumed to be more accurate. The +0.84 weighted response would translate to
a level slightly below that of “Moderate Agreement” for the question as stated in
the survey. This indicates that the relevancy of the Workshop - the match
between the teaching situations presented and their applicability to the
respondents was good, but not superior.
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Question 2.02: “I| felt that the teaching strategies demonstrated during the
Workshop were applicable to the teaching situations of many of my colleagues ™

This question was included in the survey questionnaire for three purposes:

1. To act as somewhat of a cross-check on the response given for Question
2.01.

2. To translate the question from personal affect to a less threatening, more
removed target group. Question 2.01 requested a response characterization
based on an estimation of the personal relevancy of the Workshop. In contrast,
Question 2.02 asked for a response characterization based on the relevancy of
the Workshop to teacher colleagues.

3. To gain an estimation of the “transterability” of Workshop teaching strategies
to other potential teacher audiences. It should be recalled that Workshop
teaching strategies were primarily intended to be communicated to other
teachers through the Workshop attendees - in the manner of a cascade. |if the
participants themselves did not view the teaching strategies demonstrated in the
Workshop to be particularly relevant to their teacher colleagues, then their
subsequent motivation for inservicing others, or even adopting the innovation
themselves, would be diminished.

Table 23: Individual Response: Workshop Teaching Strategies Were
Applicable To Teaching Situations of Colleagues

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 0 0%
Moderately Disagree 2 6%
Neutral Feelings 9 26%
Moderately Agree 17 50%
Strongly Agree 6 18%

Total 34 100%



60

Figure 15: Group Response: Characterization Of Agreement That The
Teaching Strategies Applied To The Teaching Situations of Teacher
Colleagues (+0.79)

Strongly Moderately Moderately Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree
| | A | |
-2 -1 0 +1 +2

Data for individual groups, Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers, Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers, and
Administrators, are shown in Tabie 24.

Table 24: Comparison of Group Response For Gr. 4 - 6 and 7 - 9 Teachers,
and Administrators

PARTICIPANT GROUP GROUP RESPONSE

Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers +1.0 (Moderate Agreement)

Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers +0.43 (Reserved Agreement)

Administrators +0.5 (Reserved Agreement)
Analysis:

As in Question 2.00 and 2.01, Elementary teachers among the study
population showed the greatest agreement with the stated question. Junior-
High teachers and administrators were much more reserved in their agreement.
It is interesting to note that the Gr. 7 - 9 teachers and the administrators nearly
matched in their characterizations, adding to the probability that this was a real,
as opposed to an apparent difference in perception on the part of the various
participant groups. While statistica!l influence cannot be dismissed as
possibility, the results would seem to indicate that Elementary teachers telt that
they could better apply the teaching strategies demonstrated in the Workshop
than their Junior-High or administrator colieagues. This could be interpreted as
an indicator of the effectiveness of the Workshop design, as the Workshop had
been intended to be targeted at Elementary teachers.

Comparisons between the responses given in Question 2.01 and 2.02 also
show good agreement, strengthening the credibility of the overall
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characterization for this issue. This is illustrated in Table 25.

Table 25: Comparison of Group Responses

PARTICIPANT GROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION
Question 2.01 Question 2.02 Difference

Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers +1.09 +1.0 0.09
Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers +0.5 +0.43 0.07

As can be seen by the resuits shown in Table 25, the results for both
questions were essentially duplicated, indicating that the respondents did not
make any appreciable differentiation between gauging the relevancy of the
Workshop to themselves or their colleagues. It should also be noted that in the
case of both groups, the agreement characterization was positive.

Question 2.03a: “The hands on approach employed during the Workshop
really raised my confidence level in applying the Language
Arts techniques demonstrated [in the Workshop] to my
teaching.”

One of the characteristic design teatures of the Workshop was the utilization
of a significant amount of “hands on” type activities - an identitying component
of interactive / collaborative type inservices when contrasted with the more
traditional didactic lecture type inservice. Question 2.03a was included in the
survey questionnaire to characterize the participants’ perceptions of the
effectiveness of this design feature. Language Arts and computer aspects were
differentiated from one another for clarification purposes, aithough in reality,
both components were integrated in the Workshop presentation itself. The
intent of the question was to gain some sense of the participants’ evaluation of
the value of “hands on” activities to the effectiveness of the overali Workshop
effort.

Analysis:

Respondents with moderate prior experience in Language Arts showed the
highest level of agreement with the statement. Respondents with minimal or
extensive prior experience indicated less agreement with the statement. This
pattern fits in well with Vygotsky's paradigm of learning. The Moderate
Experience group would correspond to individuals attaining Vygotsky'’s "zone of
proximal development”, having sufficient knowledge and resources to expand
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their learning. The Minimal Experience group would have too little knowledge
to effectively manage additional learning, while those with Extensive
Experience would have already mastered the requisite knowledge. Further
learning effort would be either frustrating or redundant for these groups.

Table 26: Individual Response: Characterization Of The Benefit Of "Hands
On” Language Arts Activities To The Effectiveness Of The Workshop

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 1 3%
Moderately Disagree 5 15%
Neutral Feelings 6 19%
Moderately Agree 14 44%
Strongly Agree 6 19%
Total 32 100%

Figure 16. Group Response: (+0.59)

Strongly Moderately Moderately Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree
l | Y7z 1 |
-2 -1 0] +1 +2

The response data for this question was further examined to investigate the
influence of prior Language Arts experience, as well as teaching position,
towards the perception of the value of “hands on” type activities as presented in
the Workshop.
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Table 27: Characterization of the Value of “Hands On" Language Arts
Activities According to Prior Language Arts Experience

DEGREE OF L.A. EXPERIENCE CHARACTERIZATION
Minimal Experience +0.125 (Near Neutral Response)
Moderate Experience +1.1 (Moderate Agreement)
Extensive Experience +0.4 (Reserved Agreement)

Table 28: Characterization Of The Value Of “Hands On" Language Arts
Activities According To Teaching Assignment (Position)

PARTICIPANT GROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION

Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers +0.66 (Reserved Agreement)

Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers +1.0 (Moderate Agreement)
Analysis:

By the nature of their teaching assignment, where Elementary teachers are
responsible for teaching most subjects, nearly all Gr. 4 - 6 teachers are involved
in teaching Language Arts. (From the study population of Elementary teachers,
13 of the 22 Gr. 4 - 6 teachers - 53%- characterized their prior Language Arts
experience as "Extensive.”)

In contrast, Junior-High teachers are more often subject specialized, with
only some teachers having Language Arts teaching assignments. In the case of
the Junior-High teacher participants in this study however, 3 of the 5 teachers -
60% - characterized their prior Language Arts experience as "Extensive”,
virtually the same as the Gr. 4 - 6 teachers.

How then to explain the difference in response to the question for the two
groups? Statistical variation is of course a possibility, as only 5 Junior-High
teachers were surveyed compared to 22 Gr. 4 -6 teachers. Another explanation
may be associated with the Junior-High curriculum in the province of Alberta at
the time. The Junior-High curriculum included a special initiative in process-
writing which had been introduced a short time prior to the Workshop. In
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comparison, the Elementary curriculum at the time lacked a comparable
exposure to process-writing. Junior-High teachers therefore might have
responded more positively to the “hands on” Language Arts features of the
Workshop as an affirmation of what they had already been exposed to, and to
some extent, were already familiar with. Gr. 4 -6 teachers may have had less
exposure to process writing at the time, and were therefore more hesitant to
accept the concept, “hands on” activities notwithstanding.

Question 2.03b: “The ‘hands on’ approach employed during the Workshop
really raised my confidence level in applying the computer
techniques demonstrated [in the Workshop] to my teaching.”

As a counterpart to Question 2.03a, this question was included to gauge the
perceived effectiveness of the “hands on” computer techniques demonstrated in
the Workshop.

Table 29: Characterization Of Agreement As To The Perceived Value of
“Hands On" Computer Activities To The Effectiveness Of The

Workshop
CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 2 6%
Moderately Disagree 5 16%
Neutral Feelings 8 25%
Moderately Agree 13 41%
Strongly Agree 4 12%

Total 34 100%

Figure 17: Group Response: (+0.38)

Strongly Moderately Moderotaly Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agiee Agree
[ ] v | J

-2 -1 0 +1 +2
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Analysis:

From the response data, the study population appeared to value the "hands
on” Language Arts activities of the Workshop slightly more than the computer
“hands on” activities - assigning +0.59 characterization to the former and +0.38
to the latter.

Table 30: Characterization Of The Value Of Computer “Hands On" Type
Activities To The Perceived Overall Effectiveness Of The
Workshop - According To Position

PARTICIPANT GROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION
Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers +0.29 (Tending Towards Neutral)

Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers +0.57 (Moderate Agreement)
Administrators +0.25 (Tending Towards Neutral)

The Gr. 7 - 9 teachers showed the greatest agreement with the statement,
while the Gr. 4 -6 teachers and the administrators shared a comparable levei of
lesser agreement. As in question 2.03a, the response for this response
distribution may be attributable to a greater familiarity with and enthusiasm for
process-writing by Junior-High teachers, as they had already been exposed to
a major process-writing initiative as included in the Junior-High curriculum. In
this context then, word processing might be viewed by the Junior-High teachers
as a more efficient means to conduct process writing activities. Consequently,
the “hands on” computer activities demonstrated in the Workshop might be
seen by Junior-High teachers as an effective means of attaining a higher level
of word processing skitl.

Table 31: Characterization Of The Value of Computer “Hands On" Type
Activities To The Overall Eftectiveness Of The Workshop
According To Prior Word Processing Experience

PRIOR W.P. EXPER. RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION
No Experience 0 (Neutrai Feelings)

Minimal Experience +0.66 (Reserved Agreement)
Moderate Experience +0.53 (Reserved Agreement)

Extensive Experience +0.63 (Reserved Agreement)
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A possible theory for explaining this response distribution is once again
closely allied to the Vygotstky model referred to in Question 2.03a. In this
instance, the "No Experience” [With Word Processing] group would lie below
the boundary of the zone of proximal development in terms of their experience
base. All of the word processing techniques would be new to them, and they
would be struggling to gain an understanding of the basic operating concepts.
Applying those concepts to facilitate Language Arts learning would be even
more challenging, involving another level of difficulty. In effect then, having no
prior experience with word processing, the “No Experience” group would have
little basis to judge the effectiveness of the "hands on" approach, perhaps
prompting a cautious “Neutral” characterization.

The Minimal Experience group would be positioned at the lower range of the
proximal zone of development. Prompts and procedural algorithms provided by
a “hands on” approach would probably be accepted as a real help in assisting
their learning. As this group expressed the highest positive affirmation on this
question, perhaps it might confirm the operation of Vygotsky's learning model in
these circumstances.

The Moderate Experience group, having a good basis for understanding
already, would be positioned at the upper boundary of the zone of proximal
development. They might gain some benefit from the "hands on" approach, but
this would be less than that of the Minimal Experience group. This opinion was
reflected in the characterization of their response.

The Extensive Experience group response does not fit the pattern of
response for this question, and this may indicate that another mechanism is
operating. Having surpassed the zone of proximal development due to their
extensive experience base, their response might be less of a reflection of
personal utility than one of affirmation. Being confirmed computers users, this
group of individuals might be taking the opportunity in their responses to the
question to affirm their own practices.

Question 2.04: “Through the Workshop, | gained more confidence in my ability
to share my knowledge with my colleagues.”

This question was included in the survey questionnaire to gain some sense
of the perceived effectiveness of the collaborative / interactive inservice
techniques utilized in the Workshop towards raising personal confidence levels.
The degree to which an educational innovation is propagated is dependent on,
among other factors, the willingness of the individual to transmit the knowledge
and / or techniques involved. Williingness to share knowledge or expertise is
often a tunction of personal confidence. If an individual is not comfortable in
their understanding of the innovation, s/he will be less likely to transmit the
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innovation to others. Indirectly then, the level to which personal confidence (in
sharing the innovation) is raised through participation in the inservice is an
indicator of the effectiveness of the techniques employed.

Table 32: Individual Response: Characterization of Agreement As To The
Degree The Workshop Raised Personal Confidence levels

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 0 0%
Moderately Disagree 3 9%
Neutral Feelings 9 26%
Moderately Agree 16 47%
Strongly Agree 6 18%
Total 34 100%

Figure 18: Group Response: (+0.73)

Strongly Moderately Moderately Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree
L 1 v zzzA. A il
-2 -1 C +1 +2

The response data for this question was aiso differentiated according to the
position of the respondents (i.e. Gr. 4 -6 Teachers, Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers, etc ). as
shown in Table 33.
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Tak%le 33: Comparison According To Position

PARTICIPANT GROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION

Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers +0.59 (Reserved Agreement)

Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers +1.14 (Moderate Agreement)

Administrators +0.50 (Reserved Agreement)
Analysis:

For the study population as a whole, agreement with the stated question was
characterized as +0.73, placing the level of agreement as somewhat below that
of “Moderate Agreement.” When the responses were broken down accerding to
teaching position however, the Junior-High teachers showed almost twice the
level of agreement with the statement than did the Gr. 4 - 6 teachers or the
administrators. This response profile resembles that found for Question 2.03b.
indicating that similar influences were operational. It would follow that if the
Junior-High teachers felt that the teaching strategies demonstrated in the
Workshop were personally relevant, and the response to the “hands on”
apprcach used in the Workshop was positive, then the Junior-High teachers
would also feel that they had gained a higher level of confidence from the
Workshop that had their Elementary and administrator colleagues.

Question 2 05: | found working with a partner during the Workshop to be very
helpful for my own learning about computer applications to the
writing process.”

This question was included in the survey questionnaire tc gauge the
perceived value of collaboration in an inservice effort in a more direct manner.
One type ot collaboration involves working with one or two partners.
Partnership learning, as used in the Workshop, was the focus of this question.

it must be pointed out however that the response to this question might be
predicated on the amount of learning that had taken place for the ingividual
pollea. Someone who aitended the Workshop with a high degree of computer /
Language Arts expertise might not actually learn much from their Workshop
exposure. Their response to this particular question, if neutral or negative,
might indicate that they didn't finid working with a partner useful, as they had in
fact a'ready mastered the know'2dge or techniques presented in the Workshop.
If the experienced user actually resented having to work with a partner, negative
response might then be even accentuated.
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Analysis:

As can be seen from Table 34, prior Language Arts and word processing
experience did indeed seem to influence the respondents’ valuation of
collaborative learning as utilized in the Workshop. Those with both extensive
Language Arts and word processing experience valued partnership learning
the least for this Workshop.

When the data for this question was examined according to teaching
position, the Junior-High teachers valued partnership learning the most, while
Gr. 4 -6 teachers showed less agreement. Interestingly enough, the
administrators in the study population held a negative opinion of partnership
learning, characterizing their response as "Moderate Disagreement” with the
stated question.

The response profile for this question might be explained in terms of
familiarity with coliaboration. As subject specialists, Junior-High teachers would
be used to consulting with similar-subject colleagues, and this experience
would transiate well to a collaborative learning situation as typified by
Workshop activities. Gr. 4 -6 teachers, for the most part managers of self-
contained ciassrooms, might reasonably be expected to be less familiar with
sollaborative learning, aiid therefore value it less in a new situation.
Administrators, due to the supervisory and managerial nature of their positions,
might also be expected to have less experience with collaborative learning
situations, being more comfortable with a didactic learning style. The response
to Question 2.06 might confirm or invalidate this possible explanation.

Table 34: Individua!l Response: Characterization Of The Value Of
Collaboration Towards The Etfectiveness Of The Inservice

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 0] 0%
Moderately Disagree 6 18%
Neutral Feelings 7 21%
Moderately Agree 15 45%

16%

€]

Strongly Agree

Total 33 100%



70
Figure 19: Group Response: (+0.57)

Strongly Moderately Moderately Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree
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The distribution of the response data for this question according to teaching
position (i.e. Gr. 4 - 6 teachers, Gr. 7 - 9 teachers, etc.) is shown in Table 35:

Table 35: Comparison According To Teaching Position

PARTICIPANT GROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION
Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers +0.61 (Reserved Agreement)

Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers +0.81 (Moderate Agreement)
Administrators -1.0  (Moderate Disagreement)

The data was also reviewed to investigate whether prior experience in
Language Arts and / or Word Processing influenced the participants’
perceptions of the value of collaborative learning. Responses were compiied
for three sub-groups as well as the whole study population. This is shown in
Table 36.

Table 36: Comparison According To Subgroup
PARTICIPANT SUBGROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION

Whole Study Population +0.57 (Reserved Agreeinent)
Extensive L.A. Experience +0.6 (Reserved Agreement)
Extensive W.P. Experience +0.44 (Reserved Agreement)

(
Extensive L. A. & W.P. Exp. +0.33 (Some Agreement)
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Question 2.06: “! found the group sharing sessions to be informative and
worthwhile for the expansion of my own knowledge”

Collaborative learning can also be facilitated through group sharing
sessions. To evaluate this aspect of the inservice design, and tc confirm the
data collected in Question 2.05, this question was included in the survey
questionnaire. Response data for this question is shown in Table 37.

Table 37: Individual Response Characterization of Agreement With the
Perceived Value of Group Sharing Sessions To The
Effectiveness Of The Inservice

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 0 0%
Moderately Disagree 1 3%
Neutral Feelings 8 24%
Moderately Agree 18 55%
Strongly Agree 6 18%
Total 33 100%

Figure 20: Group Response: (+0.87)

Strongly Moderately Moderately Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree
L ! Pz | |
-2 -1 0 +1 +2

To test whether a participant’s prior knowledge of word processing or
Language Arts affected their response to the question of the value of
collaborative learning (group sharing), responses from individuals having
extensive knowledge in these respective areas were separated out from the
pool of data and compared, as shown in Table 38.
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Table 38: Comparison According To Subgroup

PARTICIPANT SUBGROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION

Whole Study Population +0.87 (Near Moderate Agreement)

Extensive L.A. Experience +1.0 (Moderate Agreement)

Extensive W.P. Experience +0.88 (Near Moderate Agreement)

Extensive L.A. & W.P. Exp. +1.16 (Moderate Agreement)
Analysis:

From this data, it would appear that having extensive knowledge or
experience with Elementary Language Arts or word processing (or both) did not
negatively influence a participant's evaluation of the worth of collaborative
learning, at least in the form of group sharing sessions. The opposite appears
to be the case. Participants having extensive word processing experience
responded to the question in almost exactly the same way as the study
population as a whole, a +0.87 characterization for the former group vs. +0.88
for the latter group. Participants having extensive Language Arts experience
responded even more positively to the question than did the study population
as a whole. Those participants having both extensive Language Arts and word
processing experience responded the most positively of all, perhaps an
indication of the affirmation effect previously referred to in conjunction with the
analysis of other questions. There did not appear to be any major difference in
the participants’ responses according to their teaching position - a consensus of
opinion is quite apparent with regards to this particular aspect of the inservice.
All participants felt that the group sharing sessions were a positive feature.

When considering various forms of collaborative learning, the study
participants were more positive towards the value of group sharing than they
were of partnership learning. This may be a function of the difterent nature of
the two collaborative experiences. Partnership learning as used in the
Workshop typically involved working one-to-one or a group of three on a
practical application - developing writing technique, familiarization with word
processing procedures, etc. The nature of the group sharing sessions was
somewhat different however, focussing more on phiiosophic and pedagogic
concerns. In tha former situation, differences in participant experience level
would tend to create a negative affect for the more experienced partner, as s /
he would be predeminantly involved in assisting the lesser experienced
partner. The latter situation would be more positive for the experienced
participants, as they could apply their prior knowledge and experience to help
resolve group problems or uncertainties.
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Question 2.07: “I found the Workshop format to be an effective way to develop
in teachers new computer applications for the Writing Process,
and Language Arts in general.”

This question was inciuded in the survey questionnaire to gain some sense
of the participants’ general response tc the Workshop format - that is, how
effective they felt all of the design elements were when combined together into
a “package.” This evaluation also reflected on what advantages this approach
might lend to other inservice etforts.

Table 39: Individual Response: Characterization Of Agreement With The
value Of The Workshop Format Towards The Perceived
Effectiveness Of The Inservice

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 0 2%
Moderately Disagree 2 6%
Neutral Feelings 7 21%
Moderately Agree 17 50%
Strongly Agree 8 23%
Total 34 T 100%

Figure 21: Group Response: (+0.91)

Strongly Moderately Moderately Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree
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-2 -1 0 +1 +2
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Analysis:

Response to this question was the most positive encountered up to this point
in the survey questionnaire. The data for this question was examined from two
main perspectives: a) The Teaching Position Of The Pa-ticipant (ie. Gr. 4 - 6
teacher, etc.), and b) The Prior Knowledge / Experience Of Language Arts and /
or word processing that the participant brought to the Workshop. These factors
were examined to determine if they significantly influenced the participants’
perceptions of the effectiveness of the Workshop format.

Table 40: Characterization Of The Effectiveness Of The Workshop Format
According To Prior Language Arts And Word Processing

Experience
AREA OF EXPERTISE EXP. LEVEL CHARACTERIZATION
Language Arts Minimal +0.66 (Reserved Agreement)
Extensive +1.0 (Moderate Agreement)
Word Processing Minimal +0.44 (Reserved Agreement)
Extensive +1.1 (Moderate Agreement)
LA & WP. Exp. Extensive  +1.0 (Moderate Agreement)

Characterization For Whole Study Population = +0.91

Response to this question appeared to be influenced by the degree of prior
Language Arts and word processing expzrience. Those participants with
minimal Language Arts experience returned a characterization much lower than
that for the whole group. In contrast, participants with extensive Language Arts
experience provided a characterization that was higher than that of the whole

group

Similarly, participants with minimal word processing experience responded
with a characterization one half that of the study population as a whole.
Participants with extensive word processing experience returned a
characterization again higher than that of the whole study population. The
difference between the “Extensive” and “Minimal” experience level
characterizations was higher for the word processing sub-group than it was for
the Language Arts sub-group, indicating that prior word processing experience
was more influential ant in evaluating the format of the inservice. Those with
both extensive Language Arts and extensive word processing experience
responded with a higher characterization than that of the whole group. Once
again, the affirmation mechanism for those with extensive prior experience
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appears to be evident in the response to this question.

In addition, the response pattern for the different position sub-groups (ie. Gr.
4 - 6 teachers, administrators, etc.) as demonstrated in the responses for
previous questions was also repeated for this one. Gr. 7-9 teachers gave the
most positive characterization, followed by the Gr. 4-6 teachers, with the
administrators and consultants providing the lowest characterization of
agreement. Table 41 illustrates the distribution ot responses.

Table 41: Characterization Of The Value Of The Workshop Format To The
Perceived Effectiveness Of The Inservice (According To Position)

PARTICIPANT GROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION

Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers +0.86 (Less Than Moderate Agreement)
Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers +1.14 (Moderate Agreement)
Administrators +0.75 (Less Than Moderate Agreement)

Survey Questions 2.00 through 2.07 attempted to characterize the
participants’ response to the Workshop in the form of which it was presented.
The subsequent group of questions - 2.08 to 2.16, attempted to survey and
characterize the participants’ evaluative response to possible changes in the
Workshop format. The possible changes surveyed were:

1. Extending the length of the Workshop.

2. Staggering the presentation of the Workshop over a period of several
months, allowing for classroom application in the intervening time.

3. Including a follow-up session for the Workshop, some months after the initial
presentation.

4. Providing more inservice trainers / leaders.
5. Using another word processing software package instead of AppleWorks.
6. Organizing the Workshop on the basis of smaller groups.

7. Increasing the number of lecture sessions in the inservice.
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8. Providing separate inservices for elementary and junior-high audiences.

9. Establishing an on-going formal support group for the Workshop, facilitating
on-going consultation.

Detailed examination of these inservice design aspects follows in the next
section.

Question 2.08 *“1 would have found the Workshop more useful if it had been of
a longer duration.”

As presented, the Workshop was conducted over a period of two to three
days. This particular question was surveyed to characterize the participants’
opinion of the duration of the inservice, to help determine if they thought the
length of the inservice was insufficient, adequate, or excessive. This perception
could influence the overall affect the participant might form towards the
inservice effort, and therefore indirectly impinge on the potential fcr the
innovation to be adopted. For example, if the majority of the participants felt that
the inservice was too long, they might be negatively infiuenced to adopt the
innovations presented. On the other hand, if the majority of the participants felt
that the inservice was too short, they may feel frustration in not having gained
suificent expertise and confidence to begin the innovation process.

One other ele nent must be considered when interpreting this aspect of
inservice length - the nature of teaching practice in elementary schools. Unlike
industrial workers, teachers (and administrators to a lesser degree) must
prepare extensive plans for their fill-in counterparts to continue the functioning
of their classroom programs (or school) in their absence. The longer the
absence - as in this case for attending an inservice - the greater the amount of
preplanning (and subsequent follow-up) is required. This acts as a disincentive
for teachers to attend longer inservices as was the case with the Workshop. In
addition, another disincentive for participation was the traveiling required on the
part of rural-based teachers, further adding to the time required to be away from
regular teaching duties.

Response to this particular question then, may partially reflect concerns
about planning and follow-up workload, in addition to concerns about the
inservice itself.
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Analysis:

The study population as a whole characterized their agreement as +0.29,
slightly above that of Neutral Feelings, meaning that they felt that the length of
the inservice was adequate. Alternately, this could also mean that they did not
wish to invest the longer classroom planning / follow-up etforts demanded by a
longer absence. In either case, the participants felt that a longer inservice
probably would have been counterproductive.

When the data was broken down according to position and experience leveis
however, a somewhat different picture emerged. Prior Language Arts
experience did not appear to influence the participants’ response to this
question significantly. The ditfference between the highest and lowest
characterizations was only 0.11, with the "Minimal / No Experience” group
exactiy matching the response of the “Moderate” experience group.

Prior word processing experience appeared to be more influential.
Participants with minimal or =0 prior word processing experience indicated
greatest agreement with the option of extending the iength of the inservice.
Participants with extensive word processing experience also saw benefit in
extending the inservice, although to a lesser degree. Participants with
moderate word processing experience responded to the question with neutral
feelings, indicating that they felt the inservice length was adequate. Response
characterizations for the “Minimal” and “Moderate” groups were predictable and
understandable. Those with minimal prior word processing experience would
welcome the opportunity to learn more, while those with moderate prior
experience perhaps felt that they had learned as much as they were capable of
absorbing at the time.

The response of those participants with extensive prior word processing
experience did not follow the expected trend. Rather than avoiding the
prospect of extending the inservice, as one might expect, they generally
indicated a preference to do so. How to explain this response? A number of
factors, acting alone or in comhination may offer an explanation. One might be
the “affirmation” phenomena referred to in previous sections, whereby those
with extensive expertise might welcome the opportunity to demonstrate or share
their knowledge. Another factor might be that those individuals with extensive
expertise or experience do not often have the opportunity to meet and interact
with others of their ability level. The Workshop provided such an opportunity,
facilitating thie sharing and trading of knowledge not just confined to the writing
process / word processing material ccvered in the Workshop itself, but also
covering a broad range of techniques and information related to computers.
From this perspective then, the Workshop (or any similar inservicej would be
regarded more as a means to an end - “networking” - than an end in and of
itself.
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Table 42 Individual Response: Characterization Of Agreement With The
Value Of Extending The Length Of The Workshop

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP._ PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 1 3%
Moderately Disagree 7 21%
Neutral Feelings 12 35%
Moderately Agree 9 27%
Strongly Agree 5 14%
Total 34 100%

Figure 22: Group Response: Characterization Of Agreement With The Value
Of Extending The Length Of The Workshop (+0.29)

Strongly Moderately Moderately Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree
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-2 -1 0] +1 +2

The data was also reviewed according to position and to prior Language Arts

and word processing experience. Position data was correlated to investigate
whether the different sub-groups of the study population (i.e. Gr. 4-6 teachers,
Gr. 7-9 teachers, etc.) evaluated this aspect of the inservice differently. Prior
experience data was correlated to determine whether experience influenced
perception of the optimal length of the inservice.

Table 43 Characterization Of /~-jreement According To Position

PARTICIPANT GROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION
Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers +0.09 (Near Neutral Feelings)
Gr 7 - 9 Teachers +0.86 (Near Moderate Agreement)

Administrators +0.25 (Slightly Greater Than Neutral)
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Table 44: Characterization Of Agreement According To Prior Experience
With Language Arts and Word Processing

AREA OF EXPERTISE EXP. LEVEL CHARACTERIZATION

Language Arts Minimal / None +0.55 (Reserved Agreement)

Moderate +0.55 (Reserved Agreement)

Extensive +0.44 (Reserved Agreement)

Word Processing Minimal / None +0.66 (Reserved Agreement)
Moderate 0 (Neutral Feelings)

Extensive +0.44 (Reserved Agreement)

Question 2.09: “I would have found the Workshop more useful if the training
sessions had been staggered over a period of months, allowing
for ciassroom application in the intervening time.

The Workshop was presented over two to three consecutive days This
guestion was included in the survey to gauge response to the concept ot
splitting the inservice into a series of mini-sessions spread over a period of
months. The intent of this design option would be to permit a better focus for
each mini-session, and to allow for application of the techniques / strategies
learned in the inservice, in a classroom setting.

In addition, as with Question 2.08, it must be recognized that a hidden
commitment is attached to a positive response for this question. Attending a
series of smali inservice sessions would probably involve a greater classroom
pregram planning / follow-up effort on the part of the participating teachers and
administrators than attendance of one single inservice session. In this case,
although the total number of inservice hours might be the same tor both options,
the mini-session approach would require a greater commitment of time and
effort. The travel considerations as well as the extra costs involved with muitiple
sessions would even further skew the time / effort equation.
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Table 45 individual Response: Characterization Ot Agreement For Value Of

Staggered Inservice Sessions

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 1 3%
Moderately Disagree 2 6%
Neutral Feelings 12 36%
Moderately Agree 15 45%
Strongly Agree 3 10%
Total 33 100%

Figure 23: Group Response: Characterization Of Agreement For Value Of

Staggered Inservice Sessioris (+0.51)

Strongly Moderately

Moderately Strongly

Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree
L | pzzA |
-2 -1 0 +2

Analysis:

For the whole study population, reaction towards the concept of multi-session
‘nservice could be characterized as “Reserved Agreement.” As with Question
2 08, the response data was further broken down according to position (i.e. Gr.
4-6 teachers, Gr. 7-9 teachers etc.) and by prior word processing and Language

Arts experience.
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Table 46: Characterization Of Agreement According To Position

PARTICIPANT GROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION
Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers +0.41 {Reserved Agreement)

Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers +0.57 (Heserved Agreement)
Administrators 0 (Neutral Feelings)

Table 47: Characterization Of Agreement According To Prior Language Arts
and Word Processing Experience

AREA OF EXPERTISE EXP. LEVEL CHARACTERIZATION
Language Arts Minimal / None +0.33 (Reserved Agreement)
Moderate +0.66 (Reserved Agreement)
Extensive +0.44 (Reserved Agreament)
Word Processing Minimal / None +0.55 (Reserved Agreement)
*Aoderate +0.38 (Reserved Agreement;)
Extensive +0.55 (Reserved Agreement)
Analysis.

The study population as a whole indicated a charactzrization comparable to
“Reserved Agreement” as to the potential usefulness of the mini-session
inservice format. On the basis of position however, the Gr. 7-9 teachers were
the most positive in their response (+0.57), while the Gr. 4-6 teachers were
somewhat less positive (+0.41). The Administrator group were even! < =it m
their opinion, positive and negative, with a net result of a neutral
characterization. (0).

The difference between the Gr 4-6 and 7-9 group characiarizations may be
partly due to the classroom program planning / follow-up “deterrent” factor
previously discussed. Another factor may be the greater experience of the Gr
4-6 Teachers with accommodating curriculum change. As Elermentary teachers
are generally responsible for teaching more subjects than Junior-High teachers,
they are involved with a greater number and more frequent curriculum-change
inservice efforts. This may create a bias on their part against mini-session
iNservices.
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As the Administrator / Consultant group were evenly spilit in their opinion, no
clear pattern of response was evident. Due to the small sample size (4
respondents) and the split opinicns expressed, the resultant characterization
may be more attributabie to differences in personal opinion than to any specific
trend related to position.

When the response data for this question was examined according to prior
Language Arts and word processing experience, and the results plotted in
graph format, each data set appeared to be the mirror image of the other. No
clear explanation, nor possible hypothesis for this pattern has yet been derived.

Question 2.10; “I would have found the Workshop more useful it it had been
succeeded by a follow-up session some months after
classroom application.”

Each Workshop session was a self-contained effort, with no formal follow-up
conducted. Quesiicn 2.10 was included in the survey questionnaire to canvas
opinion as to the potential benefit of a formal follow-up effort. As with Questions
208 and 2.09, it must be recognized that this question includes a hidden aspect
relating to implied additional commitment. A positive response would signity
that the respondent would be willing to commit additional time and resources
beyond that expended for the original inservice session. Alternately, a negative
response to the question would not necessarily mean that the participant did not
wish to expend the additional effort involved. He or she just might not regard
the concept of a follow-up as a good idea.

Table 48 Individual Response:Characterization Of Agreement With Value
Ot A Follow-Up Session To The Eftectiveness Of An Inservice

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 1 3%
Moderately Disagree 1 3%
Neutral Feelings 7 21%
Moderately Agree 21 62%
Strongly Agree 4 11%

Total 34 100%
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Figure 24. Group Response: (+0.76)
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Analysis:

The overall characterization for the study population for this question was
verging towards moderate agreement (+0.76), meaning that the respondents
generally thcught that a follow-up session would have been a beneficial feature

for the Workshop.

When categorized according to position (ie. Gr. 4-6 teachers, administrators,
etc.), the responses showed that the Gr. 7-9 teachers were more than twice as
positive in this response towards the concept of a follow-up session as were the
Gr. 4-6 teachers and the administrator group in the study population. This
disparity may be due to either the “deterrent” factors previcusly discussed in
Questions 2.08 and 2.09, or tc a more positive past experience on the part of
the Gr. 7-9 teachers, or a combinaticn of both.

When characterization of agreement for this question was ccrrelated with
prior Language Arts and word processing experience, the now familiar (for this
study population) “crisscross” graph pattern emerged. For the prior Language
Arts experience graph, the degree of agreement rose with increased
experience, reaching its highest point at the “Moderate” experience level, then
declining once more at the “Extensive” experience level. This trend was
inversely represented when position was correlated with prior Language Arts
experience.

For the prior word processing experience graph, the characterization of
agreement with the question began at a high level when the respondents had
“Minimal” or “No Experience”, declined as the w.p. experience level rose to the
“Moderate” point, then began rising again as w.p. experience rose to
“Extensive.” Once again, this trend line was inversely represented when
position was correlated with prior word processing experience.

Two possible explanations may be posited for this phenomena. On the one
hand, the disproportionate position representation (twice as many Elementary
teachers as Junior / High teachers or administrators) may be creating a
statistical “artifact” unique to this database. On the other hand, the position /
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puir experience relationship may be a real, as opposed to an apparent,
delorminant. In both of these cases, a larger study population base, and more
sorhisticated analysis methods woulc be required to confirm or eliminate these
pc:=ible explanations.

Question 2.11: "I would have found the Workshop more effective it more
trainers / leaders would have been available.”

Table 49: Characterization Of Agreement With Potential Benetit Of Having
More Trainers / Leaders At The Workshop (Individual Response)

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 1 3%
Moderately Disagree 6 18%
Neutral Feelings 22 65%
Moderately Agree 5 14%
Strongly Agree 0 0%
Total 34 100%

Figure 25: Group Response: Characterization Of Agreement With Potential
Benefit Of Having More Trainers / Leaders At The Workshop

(-0.08)
Strongly Moderately Moderately Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree
| J A | 1
-2 -1 0 +1 +2

Analysis:
On a whole study population basis, the respondents characterized their
response to the question of the potential benefit of having more trainers /
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leaders available during the Workshop as near Neutral (-0.08). This means that
they fel: that the number of trainers / leaders was sufficient, and that providing
more would not have been useful.

When the data was examined according to prior Language Arts and word
processing experience, and by position, some differences in characterization
did appear, but these did not appear to be significantly large enough to
represent any real difference in overall opinion for this issue.

The level of prior word processing experience appeared to influence
agreement with the question more than did prior Language Arts experience. As
in previous questions, the characteristic “crisscross” pattern was once again
evident in the graph plot, although this time it was skewed more towards the
"Moderate” experience level range than had been shown in the plots tor
previous questions. As might be expected however, the “Minimal” experience
group was the most positive towards the idea of having additional trainers,
while the “Moderate” and “Extensive” experience groups tended towards
neutral or slightly negative feelings. Even so, the "Minimal” group's response
was not very strong, indicating that they were fairly satisfied with the amount of
training support provided. The Workshop provided a learner-to-trainer ratio of
about 7 to 1, and this level of support was felt to be sufficient by the majority of
the participants. The response data from this survey question suggests that
such a ratio of support might be generalizable as optimal to similar-sized and
designed inservice efforts, at least from the participants’ point of view.

Table 50: Characterization According To Position:

PARTICIPANT GROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION
Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers -0.18 (Slight Disagreement)
Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers -0.14 (Slight Disagreement)

Administrators -0.25 (Slight Disagreement)
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Table 51: Characterization According To Prior Experience With Language
Arts and Word Processing

AREA OF EXPERTISE EXP. LEVEL CHARACTERIZATION

LLanguage Arts Minimal / None +0.22 (Slight Agreement)
Moderate -0.22 (Slight Disagreement)
Extensive -0.19 (Slight Disagreement)

Word Processing Minimal / None +0.33 (Reserved Agreement)
Moderate -0.63 (Reserved Disagreement)
Extensive 0  (Neutral)

L.A and W.P. Extensive -0.16 (Slight Disagreement)

Question 2.12: "I would have found the Workshop more effective if another
software package other than AppleWorks had been used.”

This question was included in the survey to determine the positive or
negative effect(s) of basing the Workshop on one particular software package -
in this case, AppleWorks. The two main educational computers used in Alberta
schools at the time: were Apples and IBM PC's; each having software
incompatible with one another. By choosing an Apple-based software package,
the Workshop designers faced the prospect of alienating IBM-based teachers
and administrators. The question was posed to find out whether the prospect of
alienating IBM users was in fact realized in the Workshop, and to determine
whether this aspect might make a significant impact on the receptivity of the
participants towards the featured innovations.
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Table 52 Individual Response:Characterization Of Agreement With The
Potential Benefit Of Utilizing Another Software Package For The

Inservice
CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 7 21%
Moderately Disagree 9 27%
Neutral Feelings 9 27%
Moderately Agree 6 18%
Strongly Agree 2 7%

Total 33 100%

Figure 26: Group Response: (-0.39)
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Analysis:

The group response characterization for the question indicated that the
surveyed participants disagreed with the question as posed. In fact, the
respondents felt that the choice of AppleWorks was the foundation software
package for the Workshop was the right one, and for the most part, they would
not have wanted ancther one. At the least, this positive affect towards
AppleWorks on the part of the group would mean that the choice of software
was not an inhibitor to the promotion of the innovation, and may have even
benefited the adoption process.
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Table 53: Characterization Of Agreement According To Position

PARTICIPANT GROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION
Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers -C.38 (Slight Disagreement)

Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers -0.71 (Moderate Disagreement)
Administrators 0 (Neutral Feelings)

When the response data for this question was categorized according to the
position of the respondents (ie. Gr. 4-6 teachers, Gr. 7-9 teachers, etc.). Junior
High teachers showed a greater liking for AppleWorks than did the Elementary
teachers. This disparity may be partly due to the higher word processing
experience level of the Junior-High teachers than the Elementary teachers.
Familiarity with AppleWorks itself was not surveyed in the questionnaire.
Interestingly. the administrator / consuitant group, afthough of an equal word
processing experience level to that of the Junior-High teachers, did not similarly
express a preference for AppleWorks. Instead, their feelings were
characterized as neutral, indicating that AppleWorks neither served as an
inhibitor nor a facilitator towards their Workshop receptivity.

Table 54 Characterization Of Agreement According To Level Of Prior Word
Processing Experience

PRIOR W. P. EXP. CHARACTER. OF GROUP RESPONSE
Minimal / None -0.13 (Slight Disagreement)

Moderate -0.06 (Near Neutral Feelings)

Extensive -1.22 (Moderate Diszgreement)

When the response data was sorted according to the participants’ prior word
processing experience, the "Minima! / None” and “Moderate” experience groups
indicated near neutral feelings towards the question. Only those respondents
with extensive prior word processing experience expressed moderate
disagreement with the question, indicating that they in fact modei utely approved
of the choice of using AppleWorks for the Workshop.
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Question 2.13: "I would have found the Workshop more effective if the groups
had been smaller.”

in the Workshop, participants were grouped for the most part in trios. In
contrast, some inservice researcners have promoted the concept of tw~-person
partnerships as the most effective organizational design for inservice
collahoration. Question 2.13 was included in the survey to test the participants’
feelings towards this grouping, and by negative characterization, to determine if
they would have preferred larger groupings than the 3-person design used in
the Workshop.

Table 55 individual Response: Characterization Of Agreement Of The
Potential Value Of Having Smaller Groups At The Workshop

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongiy Disagree 2 6%
Moderately Disagree 9 26%
Neutral Feelings 14 41%
.Moderately Agree 6 18%
Strongly Agree 3 9%
Total 34 100%

Figure 27: Group Response: ,-0.029)
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Anaiysis:

The group response characterization for this question (-0.029) verges on
“Neutral Feelings”, indicating that the group felt that the 3-person learning
arrangement was adequate, and that a smaller 2-person arrangement was not

preferred.
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Table 56: Characterization Of Agreement According To Position:

PARTICIPANT GROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION
Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers +0.05 (Near Neutral Feelings)

Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers -0.14 (Slight Disagreement)
Administrators -0.25 (Slight Disagreement)

According to position, the Gr. 4-6 teachers most indicated neutra! feelings
towards the question, followed by the Gr. 7-9 teachers and the administrator /
consultant group. The overall difference between the highest and lowest
characterizations for this question was very small however, with ail of the
characterizations verging towards neutral, indicating a close unanimity ot
opinion.

Table 57: Characterization Of Agreement According To Prior Word
Processing And Language Arts Experience

AREA OF EXPERTISE EXP. LEVEL CHARACTERIZATION
Language Arts Minimal / None 0  (Neutral Feelings)
Moderate -0.22 (Slight Disagreement)
Extensive -0.13 (Slight Disagreement)
Word Processing Minimal / None +0.11 (Slight Agreement)
Moderate +0.06 (Near Neutral Feelings)
Extensive -0.33 (Slight Disagreement)
L.A and W.P. Extensive -0.66 (Reserved Disagreement)

When arranged according to prior word processing and Language Arts
experience, the responses showed little effect for varying levels ot prior
experience in Language Arts. All experience levels for this element showed
near Neutral responses to the question. This trend, embedded in the tamiliar
“crisscross” pattern for this study population when graphed, was similarly true
for the effects of prior word processing experience.
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Extensive experience in both Language Arts and word processing

apparently haa an additive effect however, ior respondents in this category
showed the largest magnitude response, verging towards "Reserved
Disagreement” with the posed question. One possible explanation for this trend
might be that those individuals having extensive experience in both Language
Arts and word processing would have mastered the technical aspects of the
subjects. They would no longer see themseives benefiting from smail group
sessiors, preferring instead the wider diversity of opinion, and the focus on
more philosophic aspects, fcund in larger group sessions.

Question 2.14: “I would have found the Workshop more effective if the inservice
had contained more lecture sessions.”

Most inservice formats attempt to strike a baiance between theoretical
concepts and practical application. Too much theory without a corresponding
opportunity to apply the knowledge presented would be non-productive.
Similarly, emphasis is placed on practical applications, without an adequate
theoretical foundation being established, then the overall effectiveness of the
inservice (innovation effort) may be decreased. This particular question was
included in the survey to determine whether, in the opinion of the participants,
an effective balance between theory and practice had been established in the
Workshop.

Table 58: individual Response Characterization Of Agreement With Value Of
Adding More Lecture Sessions To The inservice

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 5 15%
Moderately Disagree 14 41%
Neutral Feelings i2 35%
Moderately Agree 2 6%
Strongly Agree 1 3%

Total 34 100%
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Figure 28: Group Response: Characterization Of Agreement With Value Of
Adding More Lecture Sessions To The inservice (-0.58)
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Analysis:

On a group basis, the survey respondents indicated "Reserved
Disagreement” with the question, meaning that they disagreed with the potential
value of adding more lecture sessions to the inservice, and perhaps partially teit
that there may have been too many lecture sessions in the Workshop as it was
presented.

Table 59: Characterization Of Agreement According To Position

PARTICIPANT GROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION
Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers -0.59 (Reserved Disagreement)

Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers -1.14 (Moderate Disagreement)
Administrators -0.25 (Slight Disagreement)

When categorized according to position, all of the participants indicated
some degree of disagreement with the question. The Gr. 7-9 teachers showed
the greatest ievel of disagreement, the administrator group having the lowest
level of disagreement, and the Gr. 4-6 teachers’ characterization talling
somewhere in between those two groups.
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Table 50 Characterization Ot Agreement According To Prior Language Arts
and Word Processing Experience

AREA OF EXPERTISE EXP. LEVEL CHARACTERIZATION
L.anguage Arts Minimal / None -0.44 (Reserved Disagreement)
Mouderate -0.66 (Reserved Disagreement)
Extensive -0.69 (Reserved Disagreement)
Word Processing Minimal / None -0.33 (Slight Disagreement)
Moderate -0.69 (Reserved Disagreement)
Extensive -0.67 (Reserved Disagreement)
LA and W.P. Extensive -0.83 (Moderate Disagreement)

When the response data was categorized according to prior word processing
and Language Arts experience, as expected, the level of disagreement with the
question rose with an increase in the experience level. Those respondents with
the least prior experience showed the least disagreement with the idea of
added lecture sessions, while those respondents with the most prior experience
most disagreed with the notion of additional lectures.

Question 2.15° "I would have found the Workshop more effective if different
sessions had been arranged for Elementary and Junior /
Senior High teachers.”

This survey question was included in order to gauge the eftects of narrowing
the prospective audience of the inservice. By narrowing the audience, the
inservice could be more speciiically targeted towards the needs of the
participants, thereby making the inservice more relevant. Improveud relevancy
should increase the chances of the target audience adopting the innovation
promoted.
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Table 61 Individual Response Characterization Ot Agreement Ot The
Benefit Of Narrowing The Inservice Audience

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 0 0%
Moderately Disagree 9 26°0
Neutral Feelings 7 22%
Moderately Agree 9 26%0
Strongly Agree 9 26°0

Total 34  100%

Figure 29: Group Response: (+0.52)
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Analysis:

On an overall group basis, the respondents showed some agreement with
the statement. When the response data was categorized according to posittion
however, a clearer response pattern emerged however.

Table 62: Characterization Of Agreement According To Position.

PARTICIPANT GROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION
Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers +0.36 (Reserved Agreement)
Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers +0.86 (Moderate Agreement)

Administrators +0.75 (Moderate Agreement)
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The Gr. 7-9 teachers and the administrator group more strongly felt that
narrowing the Workshop audience would have been beneficial to the
effectiveness of the inservice than did the Gr. 4-6 teachers. In fact, the strength
of their agreement was more than double that of their Elementary colleagues.
One reason for this accentuated response might lie in the different natures of
Elementary teaching and that of Junior / Senior high school teaching and
administration. Elementary teachers, being responsible for teaching a wide
diversity of subjects and curricula, might be more accepting of a generalized
inservice format. In contrast, Junior / Senior teachers and administrators, being
more specialized in their functions, might prefer a more focused and specific
inservice approach. All of the groups surveyed however, indicated an overall
preference to some degree of separating the Workshop into different sessions
for ditferent groups, even though some individuals within those groups did
disagree with that position.

Question 2.16: “| would have better assimilated and applied the teacher
strategies / knowledge presented in the Workshop if a formal
support group had been available for ongoing consultation.”

This question was included in the survey to determine the potential value of
an ongoing support group as a design element of an inservice. A criticism of
the traditional one-time inservice has been the lack of opportunity for follow-up,
clarification, and / or consultation. One method of addressing this deficiency
has been the establishment of a follo'v-up support group whose purpose is to
fulfil the needs of the inservice participants.

Table 63: Individual Response: Characterization of Agreement With
Potential Value Of A Follow-Up Support Group For The Inservice

CHARACTERIZATION NO. OF RESP. PERCENT
Strongly Disagree 2 6%

Moderately Disagree 5 15%
Neutral Feelings 12 35%
Moderately Agree 14 41%
Strongly Agree 1 3%

Total 34 100%
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Figure 30: Group Response: Characterization of Agreement With Potential
Value Of A Follow-Up Support Group For The Inservice (+0.20)
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Analysis:

On an overall basis, the respondents slightly agreed with the propositional
statement advocating the provision of a follow-up support group. The
characterization of the group response was more towards neutral feelings than
moderate agreement, however. This may be indicative ot an unfamiliarity with
the form and function of inservice support groups rather than any specific
uncertainty pertaining to a Workshop application. This aspect was further
investigated through examination of the data with respect to respondent
position (ie. Gr. 4-6 teacher, administrator, etc.) and prior Language Arts and
word processing experience.

Table 64: Characterization Of Agreement According To Position

PARTICIPANT GROUP RESPONSE CHARACTERIZATION
Gr. 4 - 6 Teachers +0.14 (Slight Agreement)

Gr. 7 - 9 Teachers +0.71 (Moderate Agreement)
Administrators 0 (Neutral Feelings)

When the responses were compared according to position, the Gr. 7-9
teachers most agreed with the stated question, the Gr. 4-6 teachers showed
slight agreement, and the administrator group oftered a neutral opinion.
There are several possible explanations for this divergence in opinion. One
aspect has to do with prior experience with support groups, as was alluded
to earlier. the Junior-High teachers may have had a more positive prior
experience with support groups than did their Eiementary counterparts, and
therefore would be willing 1o view ancther one as benetficial.
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Another aspect is that of implied commitment, which also has been
mentioned earlier in connection to other responses. The Elementary teachers
may have preferred a one-time, unencumbered inservice where no further time
or effort commitments would have to be made. Provision for a follow-up support
group might imply that the inservice design itself would be more complex, and
therefore more demanding foi the participants.

Table 65: Characterization Of Agreement According To Prior Language Arts
and Word Processing Experience

AREA OF EXPERTISE EXP. LEVEL CHARACTERIZATION
LLanguage Arts Minimal / None +0.11 (Slight Agreement)
Moderate +0.44 (Reserved Agreement)
Extensive +0.13 (Slight Agreement)
Word Processing Minimal / None 0 (Neutral Feelings)
Moderate +0.56 (Reserved Agreement)
Extensive -0.22 (Slight Disagreement)
L. A and W.P. Extensive -0.17 (Slight Disagreement)
Analysis:

When the response data was categorized and plotted according to prior word
processing and Language Arts experience, some trends were evident. Those
respondents with littte or no prior experience expressed near neutral feelings
towards the statement, indicating that they were perhaps adverse towards
committing themselves to an opinion either way. This may be attributable to

their inexperience itself.

Those respondents with moderate prior experience felt that a follow-up
support effort might be beneficial to some degree. In contrast, and as one might
expect, those with extensive experience saw little need for a follow-up support
group, as they themselves would not benefit from one.

in overall terms then, response to the question of the potential benefit of a
follow-up support group depended on two main variables, the teaching situation
of the respondent, and the prior experience of the respondent with the
knowledge focus of the Workshop - word processing and Language Arts.
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Responses For Part 3 of the Survey Questionnaire:
Teaching Applications Of Having Participated In The Workshop

The third part of the survey questionnaire was designed to elicit response
concerning the long term effects ot having participated in the Workshop, in the
nature of subsequent:

1. Changes adopted in personal teaching practice.

2. Difficulties in applying Workshop strategies towards own personal teaching
practice.

3. Changes in personal opinion about the suitability / applicability of computers
in Language Ars.

4. Changes in personal willingness to implement computer applications.

5. Application of computers in personal classroom Language Arts program, and
the inhibitors deterring computer use.

The questions contained in Part 3 of the survey questionnaire are outlined in
the following section, along with an explanation of why they were included, and
the response data that was coliected.

Question 3.00: “I would characterize my application of the knowledge | gained
at the Workshop towards my own teaching practice as:

Table 66: Response Categories

RESPONSE CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERCENTAGE

Nil 2 6%
Minimal 8 24%
Moderate 14 42%
Extensive 5 15%
Full Adoption 4 12%
Total 33 100%
Analysis:

The ultimate purpose of an inservice etfort is to promote innovation. While
the main goal of the Workshop was to train inservice leaders, it is important that
those leaders have a practical familiarity with the innovation being promoted.
One measure of that familiarity is the extent that the Workshop participants
themselves adopted the innovation and applied it in their own teaching practice.
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In this particular effort, nearly one third of the participants either did not apply
any of the knowledge gained in the Workshop to their teaching practice, or else
made a minimal application. More than one third of the participants indicated
that they had made a moderate application of the knowledge they had gained,
while slightly less than one third reported extensive application or full adoption
of the innovation. On the basis of the study population responses, 71% of the
Workshop participants reported significant adoption of the featured innovation -
a good success rate.

A hidden factor may also be operating in this situation, making the “real”
adoption rate even higher. It should be noted that some of the respondents
reported “Nil" or “Minimal” adoption because they did not have an opportunity to
actually apply the knowledge they had gained, as they were not involved in
Language Arts instruction or were removed from a teaching situation.

The response for this question was turther categorized according to the
following criteria, in order to determine if they influenced the adoption process:

* Teaching Position (ie. Gr.4-6, Gr. 7-9, Administrator).

* Prior Language Arts Training / Experience.
* Pricr Computer Training / Experience.

Table 67: Group Response: Application Of Innovation According To
Teaching Position

Elementary Teachers:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Nil 1 4%
Minimal 7 32%
Moderate 8 36%
Extensive 3 14%
Full Adoption 3 14%

Total 22 100%
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Table 67 (Continued):

Junior-High Teachers / Administrators:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Nit 1 9%
Minimal 2 18%
Moderate 5 45%
Extensive 2 18%
Full Adoption 1 9%
Total 22 100%

Table 68: Group Response: Application Of Innovation According To
Previous Language Arts Experience

Minimal Experience:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Nil 3 33%
Minimal 2 22%
Moderate 3 33%
Extensive 1 11%
Full Adoption 0 0%
Total 9 100%

Moderate Experience:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Nil 0 0%
Minimal 2 22%
Moo«rate 6 67%
Extznsive 1 11%
Full Adoption 0 0%

100%
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Table 68 (Continued):

Extensive Experience:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Nil 0 0%
Minimal 4 25%
Moderate 5 31%
Extensive 3 19%
Full Adoption 4 25%
Total 16 100%

Table 69: Group Response: Application Of innovation According To
Previous Computer Training / Experience

Minimal Experience:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Nil 0 0%
Minimal 5 56%
Moderate 3 33%
Extensive 1 11%
Full Adoption 0 0%
Total 9 100%

Moderate Experience:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Nil 2 11%
Minimal 3 17%
Moderate 7 39%
Extensive 3 17%
Full Adoption 3 17%

Total 18 100%



Table 69 (Continued):

Extensive Experience:
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CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Nil 0 0%
Minimal 1 14%
Moderate 4 57%
Extensive 1 149%
Full Adoption 1 14%
Total 7 100%

Analysis (continued):

When the response data is grouped and compared in the context of
supporting the adoption of the Workshop innovation - Moderate to Full adoption,

the pattern shown in Table 70 emerges.

Table 70: Application According To Position and Previous Experience

CATEGORY PERC. OF ADOPT. PERC. OF ADOPT. PERC. OF ADOPT.
1. Position Elementary Junior-High / Admin.
64%
2. Previous L. A. Minimal Moderate Extensive
44% 75%
3. Previous Comp. Minimal Moderate Extensive
44%, 85%

It appears that Teaching Position did not have any major influence on the
adoption of the Workshop innovation, as the reported adoption distribution for
the Eiementary teachers and the Junior-High / Administrator group was very
similar, differing only by 8%, well within experimental error for a sample ot this

size.

In contrast, both previous Language Arts and previous computer experience
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did have an effect on the adoption rate. As the degree of prior Language Arts
experience rose from minimal to moderate to extensive, the level of innovation
adoption for the Workshop improved, plateauing at a level in the mid-70 per
cent range. The t-end for the contributicn of prior computer experience was
even more dramatic, topping out at a mid-80 per cent level. From this data, it
appears that prior computer experience was a more important determinant in
predicting innovation adoption levels than was prior Language Arts experience.

Question 3.01: “Difficutties in applying Workshop strategies towards my own
teaching practice have been mostly due to:

( ) Lack of resources. (ie. insufficient computers, software, restricted
access to computers etc.)

( ) Lack of organizational support (ie. scheduling constraints,
Principal’'s non-support, colleagues’ non-support)

( ) Insufficient plaiining / implementation time.
( ) Student grouping factors (ie. large class size, split grades).
( ) Persoral doubts as to utility / effectiveness of the approach.

( ) tinpracticality of the Workshop content and the teaching strategies
presented.

( ) Other”

This question was posed to elicit inhibitors to the innovation adoption
process. The relative impact of the inhibitors would tend to influence the overall
adoption process. For example, some inhibitors such as student grouping
factors or insufficient planning / implementation time could be ameliorated
through other strategies, and therefore might not have a major impact on the
adoption process. Other inhibitors, such as lack of computers or software, might
have a large impact.

For the group response that follows, some survey items were grouped
together to facilitate the reporting process.
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Tabie 71: Group Response: “Difficulties in applying Workshop strategies
have been mostly due to:”

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Lack Ot Resources /Support 16 47%
Insufficient Planning Time 4 12%
Not Teaching L.A. 5 15%
Other 9 26%
Total 34 100%

The response data for this question was also examined in order to determine
it:

1. Teaching Position affected the type or nature of difficulties that were
encountered in attempting to adopt the Workshop innovation. As Elementary
and Junior / Senior High teaching situations are somewhat different in
approach and character, this researcher wondered whether the teaching
situation itself would be an inhibitor to adopting the Workshop innovation.

2 Schoo! Location affected innovation adoption efforts. For example, rural
school jurisdictions might encounter more ditficulty in adopting an innovation
than a large urban school jurisdiction due to distance from support centers (ic.
Alberta Education, technical support, etc.) as well as funding inequities.

Table 72: Group Response: Difficuities In Adopting The Workshop
innovation According To Teaching Position

Elementary Teachers:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Lack Of Resources 12 60%
Insufficient Planning Time 2 10%
Not Teaching L.A. 1 5%
Other 5 25%

Total 20 100%



Tabte 72: (Continued)

Junior-High Teachers / Administrators:
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CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Lack Of Resources 5 50%
Insufficient Planning Time 2 20%
Not Teaching L.A. 1 10%
Other 2 20%
Total 10 100%

Table 73: Group Response: Difficulties In Adopting The Workshop
Innovation According To School Location

Rural:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP

Lack Of Resources 7 54%

Insufficient Planning Time 1 8%

Not Teaching L.A. 1 8%

Other 4 31%
Total 13 100%

Rural / Urban Mix:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP

Lack Of Resources 7 64%

Insufficient Pianning Time 1 9%

Not Teaching L.A. 1 9%

Other 2 18%
Total 11 100%
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Table 73: {Continued)

Urban:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP

Lack Of Resources 2 40%

Insufficient Planning Time 2 40%

Not Teaching L.A. 0 0%

Other 1 20%0
Total 5 100%

Analysis:

In reviewing the data, the most important factor identified by the respondents
inhibiting the adoption process was the lack of sufficient resources, both in
terms of computer hardware / software, and time, in the form of scheduling for
computer access. Computer innovations are somewhat unique in that they
require all of the necessary hardware and software to be in place betfore
implementing an instructional program. While traditional educational
innovations based upon textbook or print resources can be implemented
without sufficient resources for every student, the interactive nature of computer-
based learning requires that a certain minimum staridard of resources be
provided. In the case of the Writing Process innovation featured in the
Workshop, no less than one computer for every two students would be
necessary. At the time the Workshop wac held, many Alberta schools lacked
sufficient computer resources to meet the needs of a class of students - a
condition which to a great extent still continues to the present day.

One additional point must be considered. The question assumed that ihe
respondents did in fact encounter difticulties in adopting the computer
innovations promoted by the Workshop. That was not the case with four
respondents, who indicated that they hadn't experienced any significant
difficulties whatsoever. By definition, therefore, the responses for these tour
individuals could not be accommodated in the analysis for this question beyond
acknowledging that they had not experienced difficulties.

Question 3.02: “Since my attendance of the Writing Process Workshop, my own
personal opinion of the suitability / applicability of computers in
Language Arts has:

( ) Declined
( ) Remained about the same.
( ) Increased.”
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This question was included in the survey questionnaire to gain a
characterization of the “persistence” of the ideas and attitudes promoted by the
Workshop. The long term impact of many inservice efforts in the past has been
minimal, and the question was posed to gauge the influence the Workshop -
with its’ collaborative "hands-on" focus - had had on its’ participants after a few
years had passed.

Interpretation of the responses themselves were somewhat problematic, as
they often required contextual background information to establish a valid
characterization for the participants. For example, while a respondent might
provide a “Remained the Same" characterization to the question, it could be
interpreted in different ways. The respondent might have indicated so due to
the fact that they were unconvinced of the value of the Workshop, and had seen
nothing that might change their opinion. Alternately, the respondent could
already be a very strong supporter of computer applications in Language Arts
and still validly provide a "“Remained the Same” characterization. Similar
interpretation variables exist for the two other possible responses to this
question. While some contextual information was provided by respondents’
written comments and through personal interview, not all respondents
explained their position in this matter, making definitive analysis imprecise.

Table 74: Group Response: “. . . personal opinion of the suitability /
applicability of computers in Language Arts has:”

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Declinad 0 0%

Remained The Same 19 56%

Increased 15 44%

Total 34 100%
Analysis:

The response to this question was nearly evenly split between the
“Remained The Same” and "Increased” categories. It is important to note that
none of the respondents indicated that their attendance of the Workshop had
affected their opinion in a negative way. If by design, inservice efforts are
created to promote educationzal change, the response data for this question
supports the position that the Workshop was reasonably successful in fulfilling
that goal. Nearly one half of the respondents indicated that they had been
positively influenced by their attendance.

The response data was also recrganized according to Teaching Position (i.e.
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Gr.4-6 teachers, Gr. 7-9 teachers / administrators), to Jetermine it teaching
assignment was a factor in the response provided to this question.

Table 75: Group Response: Changes In Personal Opinior. As To the
Suitability / Applicability Of Comptiters
According To Teaching Posiucn

Elementary Teachers:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Declined 0 0%
Remained The Same 13 57%
Increased 10 43%,
Total 23 100%

Junior-High Teachers / Administrators:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Declined 0] %
Remained The Same 5 45%.
Increased 6 55%
Total 1 100%

Analysis (continued):

When the response data for the two major participant groups was compared,
similar patterns emerged. No participant in either group indicated that their
opinion had declined foliowing their involvement in the Workshop. For the two
remaining response categories, the response was nearly evenly split between
the “Remained The Same" and “Increased” categories for both groups,
indicating that Teaching Position did not appear to have any major influence on
the response for this question.

Question 3.03: “Since my attendance of the Writing Process Workshop, my
willingness to implement computer applications in my
classroom Language Arts program has:

() Declined.
( ) Remained about the same.
() Increased.”
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This question was intended as a follow-up to Question 3.02. Question 3.02
requested response concerning the opinion of the participants concerning the
suitability / applicability of computers in Language Arts. Question 3.3
attempted to further define the response in terms of willingness or intent to
actually put into practice the innovation promoted in the Workshop. For
example, while an individual might have a high opinion of the usefulness of
computers in Language Arts, that may not necessarily directly translate to a
willingness to integrate them in their own classroom program. The question
attempted to gain a sense of the willingness on the part of the Workshop
participants to do that.

Table 76: Group Response: “. . . willingness to implement computer
applications has:”

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Declined 0] 0%
Remained The Same 16 47%
increased 18 53%
Total 34 100%
Analysis:

The response to this question was once again nearly evenly split between
the "Remained The Same” and “Increased” categories. Also, none of the
respondents indicated that their attendance of the Workshop had negatively
affected their willingness to implement computer integration in their Language
Arts programs. There appeared to be a near one-to-one correspondence
between the participants’ positive opinion and expression of willingness
regarding computer utilization in Language Arts.

This pattern was confirmed when the resg. - se data for this question was
examined in terms of the Teaching Position of tihve Workshop participants. This
is illustrated in Table 77.

As can be seen in the accompanying table. the response to Question 3.03 for
the two major Workshop participant groups was nearly identical. Teaching
Position did not appear to appreciably influence the participants’ responses
regarding their willingness to implement computer applications in their
Language Arts program.
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Table 77 Groii. 3esponse: Willingness To Implement Computer
Applications According To Teaching Position

Elementary Teachers:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Declined 0 0%
Remained The Same 11 48°,
Increased 12 52%
Total 23 100%

Junior-High Teachers / Administrators:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
DCeclined 0 0%
Remained The Same 5 45°%,
Increased 6 55%
Total 11 100%

Question 3.04: “Indicate to what extent your attendance of the Workshop has
changed your commitment towards and advocacy of the utility of
computers in the Elementary Language Arts program:

( ) No change.

( ) Minimal change.

( ) Moderate change.

( ) Substantial change”

This question was included in the survey questionnaire rnot only as a foilow-
up to Questions 3.02 and 3.03, but also to characterize how etfective the
Workshop was in one of its’ design goals - to create a cadre of inservice
leaders. In order to be an effective inservice leader, one would necessarily
have to have a commitment towards the innovation being promoted by the
Workshop, and also be somewhat of an advocate towards adoption of the
innovation.
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Table 78: Group Response: “. . . to what extent your attendance of the
Workshop has changed your commitment towards and advocacy
of the utility of computers in the Elementary Language Arts

program:”
CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
No Change 5 15%
Minimal Change 9 26%
Moderate Change 14 41%
Substantial Change 6 18%

Total 34 100%

Analysis:

Question 3.04 was phrased in such a manner as to survey the magnitude of
change in commitment or advocacy, not whether the change in attitude itseit
was positive or negative. The results however generally reflected those trends
established in the responses for Question 3.02 and 3.03, in that they showed a
near even split. For Question 3.04, 41% of the respondents indicated that there
had been minimal or no change in their commitment, while 59% reported that
they felt there had been a moderate to substantial change. As more than half of
the respondents indicated moderate to substantial change, anc the nature of
the change itself can be characterized as positive from reference to the
respondents’ written comments, the Workshop could be said to have been
effective in promoting its' innovation.

When the response data wag rearranged according to the Teaching Position
of the respondents however, some differences between the Elementary
Teachers and the Junior-High Teachers / Administrators were evident. While
the trends for both groups were somewhat similar, the Junior-High /
Administrator group showed a higher magnitude of change in the the moderate
to substantial categories. On a percentage basis, almost twice as many
Elementary teachers reported “Minimai Change” in their commitment and
advocacy than did their Junior-High colleagues. Once again however,
establishing whether this was positive or negative is difficult, as those reporting
minimal change in might have already been strongly committed towards the
concept of computer integration in Language Arts prior to their attendance of the
Workshop.



Table 79: Group Response: Change In Commitment And Advocacy For
Computer Applications In Language Arts
According To Teaching Position

Elementary Teachers:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
No Change 3 13%
Minimal Change 7 30%
Moderate Change 9 39%
Substantial Change 4 17%
Total 23 100%
Junior-High Teachers / Administrators:
CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
No Change 2 18%
Minimal Change 2 18%
Moderate Change 5 45%
Substantial Change 2 18%
Total 11 100%
Table 80: Comparison Of Responses:
CATEGORY ELEMENTARY %  JR-HIGH /ADMIN. %
Minimal / No Change 43% 36%

o/

Moderate / Substantial Change 57% 64%

112
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Question 3.05: “At the present time, | would characterize the application of
computers in my classroom Language Arts program as having:

( ) Declined.
( ) Remained about the same.
( ) Increased.”

The question was included in the survey to gain an approximation of how
eftective the Workshop had been in convincing the participants in adopting the
innovation that had been featured. While some indication of this given in
Questions 3.02, 3.03, and 3.04, Question 3.05 focussed in on actual application
of the innovation in the participants’ own teaching situation.

Once again, the “Remained About The Same” response category could be
somewhat deceiving, as a participant might have been a committed practitioner
of the Workshop-featured innovation prior to their attendance of the Workshop.
Having attained full utilization, the respondent could reasonably report their
computer utilization as “remaining the same” as it was prior to their attendance.

Table 81: Group Response: “. .. application of computers in my classroom
Language Arts program as having:”

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF GROUP
Declined 6 18%
Remained The Same 9 27%
Increased 18 55%
Total 33 100%
Analysis:

As more than half of the respondents indicated that their application ot
computers in their Language Arts program had increased, the Workshop could
be judged as having been effective in promoting the featured innovation. The
fact that 9 of the 33 respondents (27%) stated that their computer use remained
the same cannot necessarily be interpreted as a failure on the part of the
Workshop however. When reasons for their response were queried, 6 of the
same respondents indicated that they were being hampered by circumstances
or factors beyond their contro! {ie. Resource Factors). Similarly, the 6
respondents who reported that their computer use had actually declined
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attributed that to factors having to do with their particular teaching situation, and
not being a reflection on the Workshop itself. Specific inhibitors or promoters of
the innovation adoption process were surveyed in a follow-up question -
Question 3.06.

As the Workshop had originally been intended for application to Eiementary
teachers only, the response data for this group was isolated and reconfigured to
find out if it differed appreciably from that of the entire study population.

Table 82: Response Comparison: Classroom Application On The Part Of
Elementary Teachers vs. Study Population

CATEGORY ELEMENTARY% STUDY POPULATION%
Declined 26% 18%
Remained The Same 22% 27%
Increased 52% 55%

Total 100% 100%

While the “increased use" category was very similar for both groups. the
percentage of Elementary teachers reporting “decreased use” was greater than
than of the study population as whole. Nearly one-quarter of the Elementary
respondents reported that their computer use had declined. In absolute terms
however, this was less troubling, as the “Declined” category only involved 6
respondents, 2 of whom attributed their lower usage to the fact that they were no
longer teaching Language Arts.

Question 3:06: “I would attribute my response in 3.05 mainly to:

( ) Resource factors.

( ) Organizational factors.

( ) Time factors.

( ) Student Grouping factors.

( ) Personal opinion about the utility / effectiveness of computers in
Elementary Language Arts.

( ) The Workshop reinforced my prior knowledge and application.

( ) The Workshop motivated me towards greater utilization.”

Question 3.06 was intended as a follow-up to Question 2.05, primarily to
gather reasons for the application levels reported. This information would
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hopefully also help identify those influencing factors pertinent to the design of
the Workshop itself, and those connected with the teaching situation of the
respondent.

As some of the survey elements in Question 3.06 were not selected by any of
the respondents as contributing factors, they are not reported in the following
summary table.

Table 83: Summary Of Inhibiting / Promoting Factors

RESPONSE CATEGORY REASON NUMBER PERC.
Declined 1. Resource / Time Factors 3 50%
2. Not Teaching L.A. 2 33%

3. Organizational Factors 1 17%
Remained The Same 1. Resource / Time Factors 3 33%
2. Not Teaching L.A. 2 22%

3. Organizational Factors 1 11%

4. Reinforced Prior Attitudes 3 33%

Increased 1. Resource / Time Factors 5 28%
2. Changed Personal Opinion 2 11%

3. Provided Motivation 2 11%

4. Reinforced Prior Attitudes 9 50%

Analysis:
From the inhibiting / promotional factors illustrated in the chart above, the
following generalizations can be made:

1. The provision or non-provision of adequate resources and time had a
signiticant impact on the adoption process as reported by the respondents.
When resources and / or time aliocation was limited or even reduced, the
respondents indicated that their computer utilization levels declined or
remained the same. In contrast, five of the eighteen respondents (28%) who
indicated that their computer use had increased attributed this to the provision
of more time and / or resources.

2. Those respondents who indicated that their computer use had declined or
remained the same attributed the reason(s) for those situations to be
circumstances connected with their teaching position, having no reflection on
design elements of the Workshop.
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3. Half of those respondents (50%) who indicated that their computer use had
increased attributed that to the fact that their participation in the Workshop had
reinforced and strengthened attitudes that they had already had prior to
attending the Workshop. Another 22% gave as their main reason that the
Workshop had either changed their personal opinion or had provided them with
the motivation to adopt the innovation.

This data has been reorganized to show attribution in Table 84.

Table 84: Attribution of Change Factors

RESPONSE CATEGORY REA.SON Workshop Non-Workshop
Related Rdated
Dedined 1. Resource / Time Factors X
2. Nat Teaching LA X
3. Organizational Factors X
Remained The Same 1. Resource / Time Factors X
2. Not Teaching LA. X
3. Organizationa Factors X
4. Reinforcad Prior Attitudes X
Increased 1. Resouros / Time Factors X

2. Changad Personal Opinion
3. Providad Motivation
4. Rairforcad Prior Attitudes

x X X

A pattern is clearly evident. Responderts who reported declines or the status
quo ascribed them to factors solely inherent to their teaching situation. In
contrast, those respondents who reported increased computer usage also
reported elements of the Workshop itself that contributed to improving their
computer utilization. From this perspective then, it could be said that the
Workshop was effective in promoting the adoption of the featured innovation
among the participants themselves. However, it must be remembered that the
major purpose of the Workshop was to train inservice leaders to promote the
innovation in their own jurisdictions. As has been related earlier in this Chapter,
this task was for the most part unfulfilled.
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Telephone Interview Follow-Up

As part of the survey questionnaire, the respondents were asked if they
would like to participate in a telephone interview regarding their perceptions
about the Workshop. Nine of the survey respondents indicated that they would
agree to be interviewed. Due to the wide geographic distribution of the
respondents however, a telephone interview format was used. This provided
some advantages and disadvantages for both the researcher and the
interviewee:

Advantages:

1. The researcher did not have to travel to meet the interviewees, saving travel
costs and time.

2 Interviews could be conducted at a time rnore convenient for the interviewee
(ie. early morning, during lunch breaks, late evening).

3. Due to the more “removed” nature of a telephone conversation, some
respondents might be more relaxed, candid and / or forthcoming about their
perceptions and opinions than they might be in a “face-to-face” meeting.

Disadvantages:

1. Technical constraints imposed by the telephone system did not allow
recordings to be made of the interview sessions. This necessitated extensive
notetaking on the part of the researcher. While every effort was made to make
as complete written notes of the interviewee's comments as possible, some
nuances may have been missed.

2. The telephone interview format did not allow judgment of the interviewee's
body language and facial expression, which might have provided better
contextualization of their comments.

3. Some interview participants only had a certain amount of time available in
order to complete the interview. In some instances, this meant that some
questions were not asked, or it asked, answered in only a briet manner.

The Interview Structure:

The telephone interviews were structured around a series of defined
questions which were asked of all interviewees. The questions either directly
originated from commonaiities observed in the survey questionnaires, or else
were included to allow the interviewees to provide further elaboration on facets
of their Workshop experience that might not have been adeguately covered in
the survey gquestionnaire itself.
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The nature of the Interview questions posed were as follows:

1. How was the respondent chosen to attend the Workshop?

This question was included to better characterize the feelings the
respondents had prior to attending the Workshop. For example, participants
who had volunteered to attend the Workshop may have had a different mind-set
than those individuals who had been assigned to attend. Attendees who
volunteered might have been more amenable 1o accepting the innovation
promoted by the Workshop than those who had beer: assigned to attend,
particularly if the “assignees” had no strong interest in computer applications in
Language Arts prior to their attendance.

2. What =xpectations did the respondent have of the Workshop prior to
attending?

The degree to which attendees felt that the Workshop was beneticial might
be somewhat dependent upon how much they expected from the Workshop.
For example, those attendees who had unrealized high expectations might feel
that the Workshop was less worthwhile than those who came to the Workshop
with low or minimal expectations.

3. Response To The Inservice:

a) To what degree did the respondent fee!l that a suitable balance between
theory and practice had been established in the Workshop?

Teachers often have differing ideas as to the optimum balance between
consideration of the theoretical aspects of an idea, and its' practical application.
This question was included to determine if there was a bias towards theory or
practice on the part of the respondents, and to what degree this might have
influenced their appraisal of the Workshop.

b) Was the Workshop too long in duration? Too short? Of satisfactory length?

The perceived duration of the Workshop may have played a part in the
respondents’ evaluation of the effectiveness of the Workshop. For example, if
the respondent felt that the Workshop was too long, their resulting negative
feelings towards the length of the Workshop may have been transferred to the
ideas being promoted by the Workshop. Similarly, if the respondents felt that
the Workshop had been too short and left them without sufficiens contidence or
knowledge to implement the techniques promoted by the Workshop, they might
once again ascribe their negative feelings towards the ideas being promoted by
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the Workshop, and not the Workshop itself.

4. What Post-Inservice Support was provided?:

Many inservice efforts are often judged to be ineffective due to a lack of
follow-up support. This question was included to characterize the respondents’
feelings about the support (or lack of support) they had received from the
following groups after attending the Workshop:

a) Teacher Colleagues
b) Local School Jurisdiction Administration
c) Alberta Education

5. What were the long term effects [of having attended the Workshop] on the
respondents’ teaching practice?

Ultimately, the effectiveness of an inservice effort can be judged by how
successful the effort was in changing the attendees’ behaviour towards
adoption of the featured innovation. This is perhaps the key question of the
entire interview, as it related directly to the perceived worth of having attended

and participated in the Workshop.

6. Section 6 of the Telephone Interview sessions allowed the respondents to
elaborate on any aspect of their Workshop experiences. Accordingly, some
respondents had a lot to say in this section, while other respondents said little,

indicating that their survey questionnaire characterizations were as good as
their memories served them.

Interview Response Analysis:
Part A: Contextual Information About Interview Participants

Table 85: Workshop Location Attended By Respondents:

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP.
Edmonton 1
Grande Prairie 2
Calgary 5
Unidentified 1

Total 9
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Analysis:

Participants in the follow-up interviews were volunteers from the study
population as a whole. It appears that that the participants from the Calgary
Workshop session were over-represented in the interview group - making up 5
of the 9 people interviewed. This over-representation will have to be kept in
mind when considering the participants’ responses to the interview questions,
as the responses themselves will be contextualized by the Calgary Workshop.

2. Distribution Of Interview Dates:

The Follow-up Interviews were held between June 14 and June 25, 1991.
As these telephone interviews were arranged at the convenience of the
participant, some interviews could not be scheduled as closely together as the
researcher might have wished. In any case, the majority of the interview
sessions were grouped in a relatively compact time frame, to assist the
researcher in attempting to ensure that each interview session was conducted
in a similar manner for comparability of responses.

Figure 31: Distribution Of interview Dates

interview Date

zZ.
7
1 Z 2 é~? y/ % 7 B turbe

As all of the interviews were conducted within a twelve day period, the
comparability of the data would appear to be not an issue.



121
3. How The Interview Participants Became Involved In The Workshop:

Table 86: How the Interview Participants Became Involved

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP. PERC. OF INT. GROUP
Volunteerea 6 66%
Selected 2 22%
Assigned 1 1%
Total 9 100%
Analysis:

Those participants who had volunteered to become involved in the
Workshop were assumed to necessarily have a positive attitude towards the
Workshop. There remained some doubt as to whether the same could also be
assumed for those participants who had been selected, or assigned to attend
the Workshop. As the latter group comprised 3 of the 9 interview participants,
this was further investigated by comparing the participants’ commitment towards
computer integration Before the Workshop and their commitment After the
Workshop. These characterizations are reported in Table 87:

Table 87 Interview Participant Changes In Attitude

CATEGORY SUBJ. ATTITUDE BEFORE ATTITUDE AFTER

Selected 037 Moderate Approval  Full Approval
041 Full Approval Moderate Approval
Assigned 075 Moderate Approval  Moderate Approval

In the one case - Subject 041- where their approval rating dropped after
atiendance of the Workshop, this was caused by a decrease in access to
computer time rather than a change in belief. The subject was stili fully
committed to the idea of the computer integration as demonstrated in the
Workshop, but was unable to fully implement computer integration due to lack of

resources.

From this perspective then, it does not appear that whether the participants
were chosen, selected or volunteered made any difference in their beliefs about
the value of the Workshop.
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4. Characterizations Of Expectations Regarding The Workshop:

The researcher wondered whether unrealized high expectations on the part
of the Workshop participants might affect their subsequent feelings about the
Workshop itself, particularly relating to its value. The Interview Participants’
expectations were surveyed and characterized, as reported in Table 88.

Table 88: Survey of Interview Participant Expectations of the Workshop

CATEGORY NUMBER OF RESP.
No Expectations 0
Minimal Expectations 3
Moderate Expectations 5
High Expectations 1
Total 9

Analysis:

Nearly all of the interview participants expressed Minimal to Moderate
Expectations of the Workshop prior to their attendance. As none of the interview
participants, or any member of the study population, expressed disappointment
with the Workshop. the factor of unrealized expectations can be discounted as
influencing the participants’ evaluation of the Workshop and its’ content.

5. Reflection On The Balance Between Theory And Practice In The Workshop:

Table 89: Assessment of Balance Between Theory and Practice

CHARACTERIZATION NUMBER OF RESP.

Poor 1
Neutral Feelings 2
Good 6
Excellent 1
Total 9

Analysis:

Seven out of nine (78%) of the interview participants indicated that they telt
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that there had been a good or excellent balance maintained in the Workshop
regarding theory and practice. As only 1 of the 9 interview subjects felt that the
balance had been poor, and would have desired more practical activities, this
does not appear to be an important factor influencing the interview subjects’
opinions regarding the Workshop.

6. Workshop Duration:

Table 90: Interview Participant Assessment of Workshop Duration

CHARACTERIZATION NUMBER OF RESP.

Too Long 0
Satisfactory 8
Too Short 1
Total 9

Analysis:

As eight of the nine (89%) interview participants indicated that the Workshop
was of satisfactory duration, the duration of the Workshop did not appear to
influence the participants’ opinions regarding the value of the Workshop.

7. Post Inservice Support:

Table 21: Interview Participant Assessment of Program Support

CATEGCRY None Minimal Some Full Not A Concern
Colleagues 0 (0%) 2(22%) 1(11%) C(0%2) 5(56%)
L ocal Admin. 0(0%) 1(11%) 1(11%) 2(22%) 5(56%)
Alherta Education 2(22%) 5(56%) 0(0%) 0(0%) 2(22%)
Analysis:

A majority of the interview respondents (55%) did not feel that the support
they received from their colleagues or their local administration in implementing
(or at teast promoting) the Workshop innovation to be of strong concern. In
contrast. 7 of the 9 interview participants characterized the post-Workshop
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support they had received from Alberta Education to be "Minimal” or nii. In their
comments, many of the interviewees felt that this was a major deficiency in the
Workshop effort, and in some cases, felt that this iack of support after the
Workshop undermined what they had attempted to do prior to attending the
Workshop.

8. Long-Term Eftects Of Having Attended The Workshop On Teaching Practice:

Table 92: Interview Participant Assessment of Workshop Etfects

CHARACTERIZATION NUMBER OF RESP.

Negative 1
Neutral 1
Positive 7
Total 9

Analysis:

Seven of the nine interviewees (78%,) indicated that they felt that their
attendance of the Workshop had had a positive effect on their subsequent
teaching practice. The one interviewee who reported neutral feelings stated
that their own developmental etffort in computer integration had already
surpassed what was being promoted by the Workshop, and therefore, they did
not feel that what they had experienced in the Workshop itself added
appreciably to their own teaching.

it should also be noted that the one interviewee who reported a negative
influence, explained that this was not due to any failing on the part of the
Workshop itse!f as it was presented, but more attributable to unrealized
expectations, particularly on the part of the local jurisdiction. The local
jurisdiction had interpreted Alberta Education sanction of the Workshop to
signify subsequent funding for computer hardware and training. When this did
not materialize, even less of loca! jurisdiction resources were devoted to
computers, resulting in the respondent becoming demoralized and
discouraged.

All in all however, it appears that a large majority of the inierview participants
were unanimous in their feelings that the Workshop experience had been a
positive influence on their teaching practices. Indeed, a number indicated that
they were still employing techniques or strategies that they had learned from the
Workshop many years later.
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9. Other Issues Emerging From Interview Comments:

Table 93: Emergent Issues Derived From Interview Participants

ISSUE NO. OF RESPONDENTS

1. Alberta Education sponsorship 3
of the Workshop created expect-

ations on the part of teachers and

school jurisdictions - later unfulfilled.

2. “Streaming” of Workshop attendees 5
would have helped make the Work-
shop more eltective.

3. The Workshop required follow-up 7
to be truly effective.

4. The Workshop experience acted as 5
a "reinforcer” for many of the beliefs

and attitudes about computer in-

tegration held by the participants

prior to their attendance of the Work-

shop.

5. More computers are needed in 5
order to implement the strategies

and activities promoted by the

Workshop.

6. The “Hands On™ activities used in 3
the Workshop were effective as a

training tool but ware of no lasting

banefit if sufficien: computer re-

sources are not available in schools

to wmplc them.
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Conclusion:

In this chapter, | investigated the following aspects of the research database:

1. | examined the Workshop participant response towards the various
components of the survey questionnaire. Response data was compared from a
number of different perspectives including:

a) Individual versus Group.

b) Relative position (i.e. Elementary Teacher, Administrator, Jr. High
Teacher)

c) Prior experience with Language Arts and / or word processing.

While some differences were identified from among the various perspectives,
the overall character of the response was generally positive and supportive
towards the Workshop effort as it was presented.

2. | reviewed the supporting data collected by means of telephone interviews. |
found good agreement between the telephone interview data and that gathered
from the survey questionnaires.

3. | also collated and compared various elements of the study data base,
looking for major themes or issues having potential impact on future inservice
efforts. The issues identified are further explored in Chapter V.
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Chapter V. Summary, Conclusions and Implications

Introduction:
in this chapter, | will:
1. Summarize the Survey Questionnaire Data collected in terms of:
a) The Characteristics of the Study Population
b) Participant Response Towards the Design and Organizational Aspects of
the Workshop
c) Participant Perceived Impact of the Workshop Experience On Subsequent
Teaching Practice
2. Summarize Issues Emerging From The Telephone Interviews

3. Offer Conclusions Regarding Participant Response to the Workshop As It
Was Conducted

4 Offer Recommendations Regarding The Planning and Delivery of Future
Teacher Inservice Efforts In the Area of Classroom Computer Integration

5. Discuss the Significance of the Study
6. Identity Implications Arising From This Study
7. Ofter Suggestions For Future Research

8. State Final Conclusions

Part 1: Summary of the Survey Questionnaire Data

A) Characterizing the Study Population:

Thirty-four Workshop participants formed the basis for this study. In
comparing the study population with the general teacher population at the time,
the following conclusions can be made:

1. The study population did not match the general teaching population in
gender distribution - there were more males included in the study than there
were in the general teaching population at the time.

2. The study population did resemble the general teaching population in terms
of:
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a) the distribution of identified occupational positions (ie. the number of
teachers, administrators, etc.).
b) age distribution.
c) teaching experience.
d) representation of rural and urban teachers.
e) size of school of origin.

3. In addition, the study population could be characterized in the foliowing
manner with regards to prior Language Arts and computer training and /or
experience:

Figure 32: Characterization of Study Population - Prior L.A. and Computer
Training and / or Experience

CATEGORY CHARACTERIZATION
None Minimal Moderate Extensive
0 1 2 K
a) Previous Language Arts Experience 777777 (2.2)
b) Previous Computer Training 7777  (1.85)

¢) Prior Computer Applic. Exp. In Classrm.  PZZZZZZ7Z4  (2.0)

Note: With regards to Prior Computer Applications In the Classroom, the study population
were surveyed as to their prior experience utilizing 7 different types of productivity software.
Word processing exparience ranked as the area with the highest group experience level.

4. The study population had a positive attitude towards computer integration
prior to their involvement in the Worksnop. On a scale with “Mostly in Favour”
shown as +1 and “Enthusiastic Supporter” indicated by a +2, the study
population (as a group) scored at +1.4.

5. The study population characterized the support for computer integration they
had :aceived prior to attending the Workshop as slightly less than “Moderate” -
1 .82 on a scale with +1 as “Minimal” and +2 as “Moderate.” The level of support
remained the same after their Workshop attendance.

6. The study population (as a group) rated computer integration to be
“Moderately High” in importance prior to their attendance of the Workshop.

7. The study population characterized as “Minimal” the amount of inservicing
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that was performed by the participants after attending the Workshop.

Figure 33: Characteristics / Attitudes of Study Population

CATEGORY CHARACTERIZATION
None Minima Modarate Extensive
0 1 2 3
a) Prior Support For Computter Integration 727227222223 (1.82)
b) Subsaquent Support For Computer Integration s (182
c) Prior importance Of Compurter integration 772 (2.4)
d) Amount of Inservicing Following the Workshop (1.15)

B) Response Towards Design And Organizational Aspects Of The Workshop

The intent of this part of the survey questionnaire was to gain some sense of
what the Workshop participants felt were effective and not so effective elements
of the Workshop design and organization. Response for this section is
summarized in the following section and accompanying chart, indicating group
agreement or disagreement using a 5 point scale.

Reflections On The Workshop As It Was Presented:

1. The study population moderately agreed with the idea that they had gained a
lot of useful information from the Workshop with their exposure to computer
applications for elementary Language Arts. However, the higher the level of
prior word processing experience, the less the respondents felt that they had
gained from the Workshop in terms of knowledge and expertise.

2. While Elementary teachers in the study population felt that the teaching
strategies demonstrated in the Workshop were more applicable to their
teaching situation than did the Junior-High teachers, the study population as a
whole indicated slightly less than “Moderate Agreement.” The Workshop
appeared to be relevant to the teaching situations of most of the participants.

3. Workshop participants with moderate Language Arts experience most felt that
the “hands on" activities featured in the Workshop benefited them. They
indicated “Moderate Agreement” with a statement positing "hands on” activities
as being a valuable component of the Workshop. Language Arts “hands on’
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activities were more favoured than computer “hands on” activities by this group.
Similarly, Workshop participants with moderate to extensive computer
experience also valued “hands on” activities the most.

4. The study population indicated slightly less than “Moderate Agreement” with
a statement regarding that they had gained more confidence in their ability to
share their [computer / Language Arts] knowledge with their colleagues
through their participation in the Workshop.

5. Group characterization of the value of collaboration towards the
effectiveness of the Workshop was +0.57, halfway between “Neutral” teelings
and "Moderate Agreement.” Group response was differentiated however, with
participants having both extensive Language Arts and word processing
experience valuing partnership learning the least.

6. With regards to group sharing during the Workshop, ali participants felt that
the group sharing sessions were a positive feature. The group was more
positive towards the value of group sharing than they were of partnership
learning, with their valuation of the former being +0.87 as compared to +0.57 for
the latter.

7. The study population expressed their most positive valuation for their
perceived effectiveness of the Workshop (+0.91). Response concerning this
aspect of the Workshop appeared to be influenced by the degree of prior
Language Arts and word processing experience. Those participants with
minimal Language Arts experience returned a characterization much lower than
that for the whole group. Similarly, participants with minimal word processing
experience responded with a characterization one half that of the study
population as a whole.

Reflections On Possible Changes To Improve The Effectiveness of The
Workshop:

1. Extending the length of the Workshop proved to be only marginally attractive
to the survey respondents. Participants with minimal or no prior word
processing experience indicated greatest agreement with the option of
extending the length of the inservice. Participants with moderate word
processing experience responded to the question with neutral feelings,
indicating that they telt the inservice length was adequate.

2 The Gr. 7-9 teachers were the most supportive of the idea ot staggering the
training sessions over a longer period of time. Gr. 4-6 teachers were less
supportive of this idea. For the group as a whole however, support for this idea
could be described as "Reserved Agreement.”
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Figure 34: Summary of Participant Charcterization of Effective / Ineffective

Workshop Elements

CATEGORY

CHARACTER!ZATION

Stongy Modarately Neutral Moderately Strongly

Dsagee Disagree Feelings Agree Agee
-2 -1 0 +1 +2
a) Gainad a lot of ussful ifarmation m (+0.85)
about ccmputer integration from ‘
their Workshop experience.
D) The teaching strategies demonstrated
in the Workshop were applicable to:
* the participants’ teaching situation. vt (+0.84)
* colleagues’ teaching situiation. o (+0.79)
c) 'Hands on” activities were a valuable (+0.59)
component of the Workshop. 223
d) The *hands on" activities employed {+0.38)
in the Workshop really raised L
participants' confidence levels.
e) The Workshop participants gained more (+0.73)
confidence in their ability to share knowledge 2222
with their colleagues.
f) Partnership leaming was very helpful in Y (+0.57)
learning about computer applications.
g) Group sharing was informative and worthwhie ‘ (+0.87)
for the expansion of participants’ knowledge. 22
h) Found the Workshop format to be an effective (+0.91)
way to develop in teachers new computer m
applications for the Writing Process, and L.A.
in general.




132

Reflections On Possible Changes To improve The Effectiveness of The
Workshop (Continued)

3. Most of the Workshop participants surveyed indicated that follow-up would
have improved the effectiveness of the Workshop. although some were more
positive about this than others, depending on their level of prior Language Arts
and word processing experience.

4. Most of the Workshop participants surveyed indicated that the number of
trainers / leaders available at the Workshop was sufficient. While the minimal
experience group was the most positive towards the idea of having more
trainers available, their feeling was not very strong, indicating that even they
were more or less satisfied with the amount of training support provided at the
Workshop.

5. Most of the Workshop participants surveyed felt that tt 2 choice of AppleWorks
as the foundation software package for tne Workshop was the correct one.

6. There was no clear consensus on the part of the Workshop participants
regarding the issue of group size. Some respondents felt that smaller groups
would have made the Workshop more eftective while others preterred larger
groups. The overall feeling on this issue was neutral.

7. On a group basis, the survey respondents disagreed with the potential value
of adding more lecture sessions to the Workshop. Those respondents with the
least prior experience in Language Arts or computers showed the least
disagreement with the idea of added lecture sessions, while those respondents
with the most prior experience most disagreed.

8. The possibility of narrowing the Workshop audience brought mixed reviews.
Gr. 7-9 teachers felt the most strongly about the benefit of narrowing the
Workshop audience, while the Gr. 4-6 teachers were less enamoured of that
option. All of the groups surveyed however, indicated an overail preference to
some degree of separating the Workshop into different sessions for different

groups.

9. Establishment of a formal support group to follow-up on the Workshop also
met with a mixed response. Those respondents with little or no prior computer
or Language Arts experience expressed near neutral teelings towards the
issue. Those respondents with moderate prior experience feit that a follow-up
support group might be beneficial to some degree. Those respondents with
extensive pric. experience saw little need for a follow-up support group.
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Figure 25: Participant Response To Possi~le Organizational / Design Changes
to Improve the Effectiveness of the Workshop

CATEGORY

CHARACTERIZATION

Stongy Moderately Neutral Moderately Strongly
Dsagee Disagree Fesings Agree Agee

a) Extending the Workshop would have
improved its’ effectiveness.

b) Staggering the training sessions would
have been beneficial.

¢) Folow-up to the Workshop would have

made the Workshop more effective.

d) Having more trainers available would
have made the Workshop more
effective.

e) The Warkshop waould have bean
more effective if another software
package had been used.

f) Smaler leaming groups woud have

made the Workshop more effective.

g) Mare lecture sassions would have

made the Workshop more effective.

h) The Workshap would have besn
more eftective if the Inservice
Audience had been narrowed.

i) A formal support group would have
improved the effectiveness ot the
Workshop.

-2

-1 ? +1 +2
%) (+0.29)
A (+0.51)
WY, (076
q (<0.08)
v (-0.39)
i (0.029)
% (0.58)
7 (+0.52)
Z (+0.20)
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C) Perceived Impact Of The Workshop Experience On Subsequent Teaching
Practice:

The third part of the survey questionnaire was designed to elicit response
concerning the long term effects ot having participated in the Workshop. Data
was requested on five elements. with the subsequent response characterized in
the following summary:

1. Application Of Knowledge Gained In The Workshop Towards Teaching
Practice:

It appears that teaching position did not have any significant influence on the
adoption of the Workshop innovation. In contrast, both previous Language Arns
and previous computer experience did have an effect on the [innovation]
adoption rate. Those participants with extensive prior experience in either
Language Arts or computers, or both, indicated a high degree of innovation
adoption (mid 70% to mid 80% range). Prior computer experience was a more
important determinant in predicting innovation adoption levels than was prior
Language Arts experience however.

2. Difticulties Encountered In Adopting The Workshop Innovation(s):

In rank order, the nature of difficulties encountered in attempting to adopt the
Workshop innovations were as shown in Table 94:

Table 94: Difficulties Encountered In Adopting Workshop Innovations

RANK NATURE OF DIFFICULTY PERC. OF SURVEY GROUP
1st Lack of Resources or Support 47%
2nd Other Misc. Factors 26%
* (Combination of 4 factors Identified)
3rd Not Assigned To Teach L.A. 15%
4th Insufficient Planning Time 12%

The most most important factor inhibiting the adoption process identified by
nearly half the survey respondents was the lack of sutficient resources, both in
terms of computer hardware / software, and time, in the form ot scheduling for
computer access. Some respondents even indicated that their computer
access time decreased after inservicing their colleagues on the Workshop
techniques, as demands for computer time rose without commensurate
provision of addition computer resources to meet those demands.
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3. Personal Opinion Of Suitability / Applicability Of Computers To Language
Arts:

in rank order, the changes of opinion after having attended the Workshop
regarding the suitability / applicability of computers in Language Arts were are
shown in Table 95:

Table 95: Changes In Opinion Regarding Suitability / Applicability of
Computers In Language Arts

RANK CATEGORY PERC. OF SURVEY GROUP
1st Opinion remained the same. 56%
2nd Opinion improved. 44%
3rd Opinion got worse. 0%

None of the survey respondents indicated that their attendance of the
Workshop had affected their opinion in a negative way. The other response
data for this question supports the position that the Workshop was reasonably
successtul in improving participant attitude / opinion about th= utility of
computers in Language Arts instruction. Nearly one half of the respondents
indicated that they had been positively influenced by their attendance.

4. Willingness To implement Computer Applications In Classroom L.A. Program:
In rank order, expressed participant willingness after having attended the
Workshop to implement computer applications in classroom Language Arts

program is illustrated in Table 96:

Table 96: Participant Willingness to Implement Computer Applications
(After Having Attended the Workshop)

RANK CATEGORY PERC. OF SURVEY GROUP
1st increased 53%
2nd Remained The Same 47%
3rd Decreased 0%

The Workshop was success{ul in promoting the participants’ willingness to
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implement computer applications in classroom Language Arts programs. More
than half of the respondents reported that they were more willing to implement
computer applications after having attended the Workshop.

5. Commitment Towards And Advocacy Of Computers In Elementary L. A

In rank order, characterization of change in participant commitment towards
and advocacy of computers in classroom Language Arts programs (after having
attended the Workshop) is shown in Table 97:

Table 97: Change In Participant Commitment Towards and Advocacy of
Computers In Classroom Language Arts Programs

RANK CATEGORY PERC. OF SURVEY GROUP
1st Moderate Change 41%

2nd Minimal Change 26%

3rd Substantial Change 18%

4th No Change 15%

Eighty-five percent of the survey responidents indicated that their Workshop
experience had improved their commitment towards and advocacy of
computers in classroom Language Arts programs. Fifty-nine per cent of the
respondents characterized this change as "Moderate” to “Substantial.” Even
among those respondants who reported "minimal” or “no change,” many
qualified their characterizations by stating they aiready were firm believers in
computer utilization, and therefore there was little that could change in the
stren