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About CircHOB
 international collaborative 

health information system

 engaged in systematic, 
standardized, and consistent 
data collection and analysis

 produces data for all northern 
regions in all circumpolar 
countries

 monitors trends and patterns in 
health status, health 
determinants, and health care

 provides qualitative and 
quantitative evidence for 
planning and evaluation of 
health programs and services.

 on-going and sustainable with 
periodic updates.



Origins
 CircHOB is a project proposed 

by the Arctic Human Health 
Expert Group and authorized by 
the Arctic Council at its Senior 
Arctic Officials meeting in May 
2010.

 Initial funding for CircHOB was 
provided by the Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research
and Health Canada.

 CircHOB has its origins in the 
2008 Circumpolar Health 
Supplement entitled, “Circumpolar 
Health Indicators: Sources, Data 
and Maps.” The original 
monograph is available from the 
International Journal of 
Circumpolar Health website @ 
www.ijch.fi.



The Data Centre
 The Observatory is located at the Institute for Circumpolar 

Health Research Data Centre in Yellowknife, NT, Canada.

 The data centre will include:
 a physical library,
 a Statistics Canada Research Data Centre, and
 a searchable and interactive databank of both print and 

electronic resources drawn from across the circumpolar world.

 The Data Centre will produce periodic Data Briefs 
highlighting specific aspects of the data collection, to be 
published by the International Journal of Circumpolar Health.



Coverage 
Area



Data Sources
 National population registries,

censuses and intercensal estimates

 Vital statistics

 Mortality/morbidity/health care utilization databases

 National/regional health surveys

 Statistical reports





Select indicator



Select year

Select region

Select indicator

Additional options



Access to data spreadsheets

Select data table





Caveats
 CircHOB does NOT involve 

access to individual-level health 
records nor do any such records 
cross national borders. It involves 
the preparation of tables of 
aggregate data only.

 Data capture for 2000-2004 for 
both single years and the 5-year 
period has been completed; 2005-
2009 update is underway.

 Data on health-related behaviours, 
attitudes, and practices currently 
available from health surveys done 
in various circumpolar countries 
and regions are not directly 
comparable, due to differences in 
the construction of variables, 
sampling techniques, and 
contextual meanings of underlying 
concepts.

 Substantial international 
comparative research is needed 
before such data can be presented.



Contact

 Kue Young, kue.young@utoronto.ca

 Susan Chatwood, susan.chatwood@ichr.ca

 Rajiv Rawat, rajiv.rawat@ichr.ca
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