
Fun with File Formats in FRDR
@Risk North 3 - November 21, 2024
Amanda Tomé, Preservation Coordinator, Digital Research Alliance of Canada



Background 

● Federated Research Data Repository (FRDR) is a general 
purpose, bilingual repository

● Accept datasets from all research domains
● Wide range of file formats

● ~400 file formats unknown or misidentified



Hex editor example for rawacf format

● Development of file format signatures

● File format signatures can be external or internal

File Format Work



PRONOM Interface

● Submission of format 
signatures to PRONOM

● Reach wider digital 
preservation community

● Reach a variety of tools and 
software

● PRONOM Drop-Ins increase 
collaboration

Community

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/PRONOM/Format/proFormatSearch.aspx?status=new


Next Steps

● Create documentation about unknown formats

● Share documentation with the Alliance’s Network of Experts

● Share with larger digital preservation community
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