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N /SWRACT ; . ‘ K

Lying in the ,north and west of the southern-. <ican staterof B

¢

anaca, the Ml/toca Alta the "high land of th

i

olood people",

ugged unl°nd area with elevatlona rang1np f-om 5,000 to 9,000 fe t

1he reglon in the present day 15 one of the oOrest territories.of t

‘entire Mex1can Federation, aﬁd‘is‘character1qed by acute snortapes of

~

laﬁd, glzeable out—mvgratlon and ohrohlcally ]ow Stahdardc of li'ihg

s -

Each year the communltles of the ”lYtCCa Alta raise barely enouph food
to attain self—su1f1c1cncy, w1th natural hazards such as droughts
summer frosts and hallstormc; and high ralnfall varlablllty, in conJuncn

,tlon with a scar01ty of cultlvable iapd maklng sub51stence for many
S ) ’ ™ .
cambe31n0> an eternally Drecarlous and 1mponderable concern _-Llfe
evervvhere is dlfflcult, and .each year many famllles choose ta abandcn
b'thelr tradltlonal rural wa"s for a new urban Jife . qtyle, 1eav1np the

drygvdﬁsty, and des olate flelds of the Mlxteca Alta_for the shacke and

‘shanties of Mexico Clty. i .
R ~ _ S ! . W
The Mixteca Alua, however, was not =lways. such an impoverished

. | . - .

:aqd unattractive.region. Dﬁring the fifteenth and early eiXteenth

'-eentdries, the Mi%tecé Alta was one ~17 the ﬁost:fruitfﬁl~and well-

. : . : - R
ordered realms.offMesoamerica,,s‘,porfiﬂg;g/greﬁt number of populous

and.prosperods-communities. gVen during thl‘“"it fifty years of
Spanlsh colonlal rule, after the mllltary Conquest of 15PO 1)25 the

o
reglon was reasonably economlcally broductive and in fdct ‘was one of

the moqt hlgbly vaWULd areas of tho Vlceroyalty of Nev Spaln from the .

901nt of view of sllh ralslnw ara coe%lneal productlon By the end of

 the sixteenth century, however, this: prosperlty had ecllpsed and since -

N . . B B ) o ) ~. _—



LIRS

-

thie‘tiue-ﬁhe commuuities-of the Mixteca Alta he
ccondition ofﬂsocial’and&economio ill;beiﬁ

A The fundamental Droblemg underly;ng the pltht ofvthe reglon
bodey eﬁebthe lack of cult1vahle land ‘and the 1nab111ty ot the “and

under cultlvatLon to supoort a populatlon which. -has been 1ncrea51ng
apldly and unlnterrumtedly since the Mfy1canLRevolutlon ol 1910 - 1921

*

l“hlc is because muﬂh formerly cultivable land has been permanently v

removed.from agrlculturalcutlllsatlon:as a result of disasterous
1 N ., .' '

. - . ‘ v . A g .‘ =
. Bequences of 501i-eroslon. Processes of natural»and !yen human—lnduced

soil erosion were operatlve 1n the Mlxteca Alta before the Spanlsh

Conquest but certeln eventc occurred durlng the first .eighty. years of
~ \ ’ -
Spanish colonial rule‘yhich,:iu unison, precipitated a drastic.accelera;

. : . . / . ; &,
tion of the processes‘of sééi‘erosion. These’ events 1ncluded the decllne

- |

,’of the aborlglnaW nonulatlon through contact Wlth Old World dlseases,
.liudlnv to the abandonment of terraced land on hlll elooes, and'the
Altroduct on b} the Spanlards.of 01d World breedo OL'llVeStOCk partlc—
ulariy sheep and goats, 1nto the agrlcultural econom)‘ present day land

' hunger5 soclal dlstress,.and economic deprlvatlon, therefore, have to ‘be
.v1ewed in an hlstorecal pefspectlve and to a con51derable devree, must

. be seen as couoeouences of the nature of the 1upact whleh Spanlsh oolonlal
rule had on the land and,the people of\gze MlxﬁecavAlta.

e
1

“



ACPWWDTTFDGEFET '
l__l__lw__\___\_

. , ’ .
In under aking the research anﬂ wrjting of this thesis‘T have
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Researeh ana ekperlence in tﬁé fleld was made p0531ble by my
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A god who had the name One-Deer

" and the syrname Snake of the Lion;

andﬁa goddess, Verj_gentle and beautiful;

: who§e name was also One-Deer, ,

- and vhose surname was Snake of the Tiger,
‘had two male-children, very handsome, i/
prudent and wise in all the arts.

The two; brothers, for *their pleasure,
planted a garden; AR

' they put there many kinds of trees, » -

flowers and roses, = - ' '

’

and trees with fruit ~
and many hérbs.

. Men weré restored to life = .
and. in this vay IR TV
began the‘Miﬁ¥%c kingdom......

!
‘ e )
- (Lines from an ancient Mixteoﬂleggpd,)

o
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- : THTRODUCTTON
. 0
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~

The Mixtee Indians of Mexico, numberlnﬂ égound 275,000 in the

. l - w . .
© preseént day, occuoy the north and western parts of Qaxaca state, w1th

some °11ght overspill 1nfo the nelghbourlqg Qtatea of Guerrero and

4

" Puebla (Plggre.l). Together with 3 Mestho populatlon of approx1mately
300,000," the M;xtec poople 1nhdb1t pne of HDAlCO s more 1ntractable

and unw1e1qy habitats, where man hae alwavg been hard presued‘to eke )

(

~ “ ) .
“out-an existence. ?he hlxtecwdomain is rugged, mountainous, and
. Y

Er)hen"throughout; con* ainlng much land wnlch is totally useleos from_

u

’ ; \
an aﬂrlcul tural perspective and much whlch can at bedL%be descrlbed o

. & fe‘ o
as marginal. ILike most parts of fhe central Mexi d an lateau, the
i EN { ,"-l‘..

‘Mixteca hos experienced a lonp oequencedof soil erosion whlch has

S

tr nsformed previously productive and manageable aréag 1nto gullled

B &
%udlands, w1th the removal of the fertlle organic ton301l the alkali-
1mpregnaued hardpan tepebate, a Mex1can anathema .outcrops at the

curface.3 (Plute,l\. Lfery summer, the annua 1 ralns turn }he oth@r—

‘,w1sa w&terl_,J or dlurr 31 strcams of ghn letece 1nto rkglng torrents»

1 ’ y - K
. R."8. Ravicz and A K. Romney, "The Mixtec,' HﬁndbooV of
le Mnerican Indlans Vol. 7, (Austln. Unlverolty of Texas Press,
), v, 371. o - Y
= o &
gThis~i a rounh estimate based on demoerabhle data presented
in M. T. de la Pefia, ”ProblLHQS Sociales y Econdmicos de las Mixtecas,"
_ N‘morlas Gol qubltUbO Nacional Ind1u0n1ata Vol "2, No. 1, (Mexlco
“1950), .pp. 119-126.

-0 . .

o 3B J. Williamsg, ”Tépeta e in the Vallxy of Mex1eo Annals. :
‘of the Ascociation of Amezic% _Geogravhers, Vol, 62, No. b, (197 ), L
&dfr 618 626, Although Williams' study 1is prima rily. concerned” wlth ‘the
? origins and Drollfclatlon of tepetate in the Valley of%ﬁex1co many of

Her observations are relevant” to other parts of .the. central Mexjcan Yk
" plateau wherc tevetate, id one or morh of its formz, occurs a%/aa g
DD LALE, , ,

surface outcrop




0 100 200 300 400

[

' Kiiome#res

~

The Mixteca

Ll *

o
7|

o

. /
" Source - M. A.Smith, Pfcio}[w Writing f}om A

Norman; University 'of'Qﬂ‘(‘ﬂ)omo Press, 1973

7

International boundary

A
- n -
A . .
/ . Mexican State voundaries
- o o,
e A

“neg,

Figure 12 The Location of the Mixteca

OF
" .MEXICO

:n the Mexicaxyr Federation

ﬁenll Southern Mexico, Mixtec Place Signs ond Mcps,

XV

0



Plate 1 . Gully erosion and outcrops of

/ : tepgtate near Yanhuitlan,




which carve deep, narrow barrancas in the landiscape and carry the

, L - ' .
process of soil denudation a step further. Against such hostile
4 " - r l
natial forces, the struggle to survive is eternal.

‘Archaeologicel evidence.suggests that the Mixtec Deople have
OLCUpled northwest Oaxaca for at least two thousand years 5_ The pre—
Conquest achievement of the Mixtec ranks them among the "hlgh" Cultures |
of Mesoamerica, a group_nhose sklllful and elegant craftsmans&};nggi;\ |
unequailed.B& any othervMesoamerican people'with respect tO'codical.
.art;'ceremonial ceramic ware, and the working of gold and other value
materiélsa6 At the tlme of the Spanlsh Conquest of thelr terrltory, kv/()
the Mixtec teople were under the trlbutary Jurlsdlctlon of the Trlple
Alliance, the Tepaneca, the Aeolhuaque andithe Mexiea‘having gair d‘
control over mpcp of the Mixteoa.folloning bitter weffafe lasting
_from 1455 until lh58.7' The Spanlsh Conquest of" the ‘region was fully .

- completed by around 1525, and was executed with a minimum of armed

i N . : /
force,‘the'Mlxtec hatred of their Mexica overlords serving to assist //

t

S . CooP Soil Erosion and Ponulatlon in Central Mex1co r
‘Ibero-Americana: 3L, (Berkeley and Los Angeles' University of
California Press; 19&9) p- 86 ‘ : :

5J. Paddock, ed., Anc;ent Oaxaca - Discoveries im Mexican
Archaeplosy and History, (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1966),
p. 175. E - S

[

\ 6M. Covarrubias, Indlan Art of Me(lco and Central Amerlca
(New York: Alfred Knopf, 1957) D. 300 :

i e

kg
: 7P Gexhard A Gulde to - the Hlstorlcal Gnopranhzrof New
Spain, (Cambrldge Cambridge University Press, 197. ), Dp: .;63, 200,
. and -285, ' . : R i
» | N
3 g '
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the Spanish military entradaﬂa Initial Mixtee-Hicpanic interaction

Y } . : S L ' .
.Was not as tragic as elsewhere in the Tey YWorld, but nonetheless the

7 philosophy and vdlueS'of the Spanish colonial regime did fundamentally ‘

alter'indigenous systems of production~and?distributi@n and%brought
about”a shattering reorganisation of life. TIn the four~and ‘s half

L 4 . g

have participated in the Mexican drive. towards Independence (1821) anda

later Revolntion (1910-21), and deépiﬁe the reforms set in motion by

o~

the latter socfél\moysment,‘the Mixtécavhas'emerged in the present day

. ™~ . . . : ‘
. as one of the most backward;\;mpoverlsheq, and socially-retarded’ r

a

egions

Valley of Miexico, who, by 1519, had come to exercise political and.
i fegemony over much of central and southern Mexico. ' The
Mexica were the descendents of a-group of nomadic Chichimébs\whé‘-_’
enterzd the Valley of Mexico from the north at the -end of the thirteenth
century.. These nonads: settled on a muddy promontory jutting into. -
‘Lake Texcoco and beécame known as Azteca, after their mythical home,
Aztldn. Later they"adépted the name Tenochea, after their tribal -
leader Tenoch, whose memory: was revered in the eity naméd’after'him,‘
K:Tehddhtitlén.‘ Finally, upon accepting the primacy of the Tolt:..
lineage from. Colhuacan, they became known as the Culhua Mexica
~ Around 1430, the lexica formed a treaty with two other tribesg
resident in the Valley of-México,.the‘Tepaheca and the Acolhuaque.
This treaty became known as the Triple Alliance, ang was formed in
.._order' to consolidate forces which would enable the participants’ of
" Tthe Alliance to establish a tributary empire. The forces of the .
- Triple Alliance succeeded in establishing this Impire, but by 1519 the
~ Mexica had greatly overshadQued their allies in power and influehce
and were in effective control. Thus the Empire on the eve of the
. Spanish Conquest was not the Empire of the Triple Alliance but
specifically the Empire‘gf the Culhua Mexica. of Tenochtitldn. See
. B, Wolf, Sons of tHE,Shaking Earth},(chicagof University of
Chicago Pressp=iosgy ) pp. 130-152:for an interesting discussion of
.the'cultqré'ﬁQQEer of the Mexiea. . . ';_

o~

»
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in tne folean Federqtlor GE
The objectives of this thesis are twofold. Firstly, the’

thesis is concerned with examining the nature of the cultural.land-

-

scape of_pagt of the Mixteca, the Mixteca Alta, during the sixteenth

“century, when the Indian and his land weﬁe_e;posed to the'acculturating

forces of'1mper1al Soaln; empha51s in thls persy Ctlvegls placed on -

the evolutlon of the cultural landscauc and the ‘mo 1f1catlon of
aborlglnal patterns of llfe ander Spanwrh colonial rule. Secondly,

“the- theSlS is concerned’ wlth demonstratlng that the prebent soc1al

S . . A,
Ty,

and economic- characterlstlcs of tHEtnglon d1d not always prevall and
’ N

that, on the centrary, the Mlxteca,Alta was one of the most well—i.
ordered and economlcallj fruitful realms of Mesoamerlca during late
pre—Hlepanlc tlmes and aloo, ‘after the Sbanlcﬁ Conquest; of sixteenth
“'_century Hew Spain; 1n.thls sense the thesiS'may be conside;edfa

problem-oriented historical geography'whichiseeks to explain present

~circumstanees»by'studying‘the ev€nts”of the past. <Chapter T outlines .

he monograDh of M..T. de la Pefta, - op. c1t contalns

- detailed 1niormatlon on many standard social par meters, most of Wthh
indicate that 31tuatlons of hardship and deprlvatlon are w1despread
in-the Mixteca. -For example, illiteracy in the Mixteca in 1940 was
78.6%, compared with a national figure of 51. 6%; in some communities
1lllteracv ran as high as 99%, dand for the Mixteca .as a whole an
estimated two-thirds of the population above school - age had received
no formal education. Slmllarlv, infant mortallty rates in lQhO, ranging
from 160 to 120 deaths for each 1000 births in the communities of & ‘
001ttlahuaca Nochixtlan, and Teposcolula in the Mixteca Alta, Werég '
QJgnlflcantlgﬁéiéggnathan the Mexican average of 122. Other social
"statistics coficerning death rates, domestic habltitlon nutrition,
and income further reflect a desperate, depresring and gloomy reallty
Although de la Pefia's data is nov a little. out- dated, more recent
“literature does- not suggest that any -substantial 1mprovements have

" taken place in the Mlxteca durlng the last twenty years, ST

u_‘ ,-.{.

Y . -
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A

£he physical and human geography of the Mixteca Alta in the present

9

day, while the body of the tﬁesis, Chapters II»aﬁd'III, examines the

sixtgenth century, in drder’to-recpnstruct the'cuﬂturél ldndscape of
the region fof the late'pre—Hispanic pegiod and the early colonial
period. The]epilogﬁe,.Chapter Iv, dfaws‘thé pasf and thejpresent'
together and concludes the thesisvby-offering hiétoricaliexplamations..
in'an attempt'to.ﬁnderstaﬁd the fundamental pfoblems confronting the

communities of‘the-Mixteca:Alta to—day;

-
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, A . f
- CHAPTER ONE b

THE GEO-CULTURAL SETTING T

The parched ev1scerate soil
Gabc at the vanity of toil,,
Laughs without mirth.

.This is the death of earth.

T. S. Eliot, "Little Gidding”

J

"~ The Physical Rackground

4

Internally, the part of Mexleo known as "La Mlxteca is.
G )
" Spvtomarllv regarded 'to be comprlsed of three sub- reclons - the Mlxteca

de la Coste, the Mixteca Baja, and the Mlxteca Alta. 1 (See Flﬁure 2 )
Such a division was percelwed by the Domlnlcan friar Antonlo de los
Rejes, wvho was vicar of the monﬂstery of Leposcolula in the Mixteca

o
Alta towards the end of the olfteenth century and who made the dlotinc-

tlon in his grammar, Arte en Lengua leteca, publlghed in Mexico Clty
1n 1)93 rT1he lelSlOn is best underctood as being an environmental
as oppoced to a cultural de 1gnatlon, although the ‘three areas. have

experienced sllghtlv dlfferent hlstorlcal processes and are therefore

»llhely, upon deeper 1nvestigation, to reveal certain cultural BRI

differéncés,3 S o i

’

R. Spores, The Mixteec Kines. and lhOlr Peonle (Nofman:
Universii  of Oklahoma Press, 1967), p. ! ;
T 0 & | .

2I A. Smith, Picture riting From' Anbient Southern Mex1co

Mixtoc Place 3igns and‘V“Ds% (Vozman University of Oklahoma Press,
1273), pp. 3.and f . :

“a

R._S Ravicz and A. K. Romney, "The Mixtec," Handbook of
Middle American India s, Vol. 7, Auetln Unlveralty of Texas Press,
1965), p. 3b9 '

L.,
f\\;é\_,///"\\\\\\_~_/;> 1
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Figure 2- The Ar, oximate Bound@rles of the Muxfecc Alfo
Mixteca Bo;o and the Mixteca de a Costa -

- Source - M. A.Smith, - P:c!ure Wrmng r'rom Anclenl Southern Mex
Norman, University of Oklahoma Press, 1973

-

ico, Mixtec Place ..Signs ond Maps,
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A The Mixteca de la Costa comprises the southern and south-

¢

western parts ofr-the Mixtec realmd. With altltude> rang1ng from sea

4
»

level to around 3, SOO feet, the Mlxteca de la Costa 1ncludes a
substantial part of the tierra-bali;nte\-theaﬁot regions and is

essentlally a tropical’ savannah env1ronment covered by a low forest of

predominantly dec1duous trees, w1th thick growths of thorny scrub and 43 :
. N ) -
[ columnar cactus also present. A1l of the leteca Baja and most rof

\ N

-
RN

J'thé Mixteca Alta are %}thln the tlerra temblada, or temperate zone,

/
I

and have clevatlons ranglng from 3, OOO to 6 ,000 feet, with herbaceous'

and prairie- type vegetatlon prollflc The upper parts of the Mixteca

o

Alta beyond about 6,000 feet are tierra fria, or cold zones, having a -
dry to semihumid climate; in these aregé rarly summer frosts are by

no means uncommon and can have a‘disasterous impact on crop yields.5
w . ! ’ ¥4
The Mixtect Alta comprises‘the northeast and centre while the Mixteca

'Baga COntal\S the western and northwestern ‘pérts of the Mlxteca'~

‘.extendlng westwards 1nto ‘the Balsas basin.

‘Three drainage systems accommodate the surface runoff of" the

Mlxteca two systems draining. to the Pa01flc Ocean and one dlscharglng

EYAN
'

into the Gulf of Mex1co In the northeast,.in the valleys of

L .
R. C. West and J. - P, Augelli, "Mlddle America’ - Its Lands
and People," (New Jersey:, Prentlce Hall, 1966), p. k8. =

4.

P 5M T. de la Pefa, - "Problemas 8001a1es y FEconomicos ‘de las.
‘ @thecas," Mcmor1a°'de* Instituto Nacional Indigenista, -Vol. 2,
No. 1, NCYICO, (19)0) ~. 19, records that the crops of the communlty of

Teposcolula. in the Mixteca Alta were badly affc ted by early frosts in
1927, 1942, 194L and 19L8. ‘For this communlty, the 19hOs must have been .
a bleak and ‘miserable decade for 1n ‘addition to three damaglng summer
“frosts in the abovementioned years, Tenoscolula in 1946, was struck by
~a catastrophic hailstorm which résulted- in a poor and meagre harvest.

With the majority of the population dependent cir the maize crop, these
rccurrent natural hazards- oov1ously make .for _a precarious subsistence.

‘



uCoJﬁtJahuacq and Santa Maria chatlan, utroamo flow into the Rio
drande,xe?trlbutary of the mlyhty Pabaloaban, and henceforth into the
Gulf of Mex1co about flfty miles southeast of Ver dfuz. Most of the
Mixteca, however 50 1S associated with Pa01f1c—oriented drainege_systemss
In the north and northwest streems flow lnto the'Rio'Mixteco(or Rio

' 'Atoyae; these rivers in turn.flow ioto the Rio Balses vhlchtdieoharges \\~-

into the Pacific at Melchor OCampo. The south and southwestern pavts e

of the Mlkteca draln 1nto the Rlo Verde or:one of 1ts trlbutarles and

o

eventually into the Pacific near Tututepec.

In general, land is higher in the nerth and ,letation
deoreaees‘toeafds theroutﬁ, west and east. The'Mixteca Alta, as;itsf
name'suggests 1is an elevated core and is ;oolated from the trend of
'the remalndor of the central Mex1can plateau to the east by the

tectonic depression known as La Cavada To the west and south lies

the lower relief of the Mlxteca Baga and the Mlxteca de la Costa,

respectitely;
: Fluvial erosion and a serles of tectonlc moveﬁeots have
modlfled the surface of the orlglnal Mlxteca component of" the central
Mex1can plateau into a myriad of" valleys and baswns whlch-Have been the
‘prlnc1pal centrea of hﬁwen settlement for over two thousand years Thev
larceot and hlstorlcally most 1mportant velley of the Mlxteca is the‘
Valley oft Nochlxtlan ranglnq in w1dth from flve to ten kllometres ana

measuring aporoy1matel" twenty—flve kllometres in length [ (Plate 2.)

OS. I'.. Cook and . Bormh The Dooulatlon of the Mixteca Alta:

152@ -1960, Ibero- -Americana: | 50, (Ber}eley and Los Angeles: Un1ver51ty‘
“of C CQlllornla Press, 1968), p. T. ‘ -

7R. Soores Set ment, Farming Technology and Env1ronment in-
the Noehlxtlan Valley, uClcuce, October 31, (1960), Vol. 166 No. 3905,
p. 558. : . -



" Plate 2 The Valley of Nochixtldn at S .
Yanhuitlan, looking westwards. . o y

: 1
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- . . ’ . ¢ 1 B . ‘ g
Smaller valley.systems ciurgeterice the landscape at Teposcolula, -
Coixtlahuaca, Tarmazulapan, Tlaxiacoj and Juxtlahuaca, (Figure 3.)

'Precipitation regimés. in the Mlxteca dorrespond’ to the Tyt

“patterns found. throughout central and- southern Mexlco, with some

varlatlons at the local level Rainfall is hlgh 11 the Mlxteca de la

Costa, lower in the Mlxteca BaJa ar ;lowest rp the dry- uplands of the

. Mixteca Alta. _ (Graphs l, 2 and 3.) Most Drec1pltatlon takes place‘ .

durlng the summer months, althouéh’the Mlxteca Alta occasuonally

eypervences w1nter storms brought by northerly wlnds blow1ng 1nland

from the Gulf of Mexlco ' The summer ralns generally occur in the form '

of v1olent thunderstorms during the alternoon and evenlng

The concentkatlon of ralnfall 1nto the summer months from

%

May tnrounh to October-poses one of the Mlxteca s most Derslstent

env1ronmental problems,'as sporadic and 1ntense fall of raln.are

24 S .
»,‘ -~ 3

largely respon51ble for many of the reglon s chrbmlc er051on syndromes

characterlstlc espec1ally 0r the Liteca Alt° For tne greater part of’

the year the streams or arroxos of tue Mlxteca Alta/are dry or contain
C

but llttle water ) Towards the end oo Marr, relatively light rains*may

’ : l . )
‘glve way to a heavy cloudburst Wthh< in He snace of an afternoon, can .
. flll stream channels to a capac1ty sufl ’ “nt to brlng ahout the rapld

o removal of earth, stones, and‘small rocks Rlvuleus dralnlng from the f‘

hlllslopes of the Mlxteca Alta to a. larver stream Jn turn begln a‘
4

process of 5011 removal and together w1th the maln stream channels

-
»r

1nat1gate 2 steady process of detrlt’ 1n this way, each year, more

and more potentlallv cult v&b

.'«A~ .

le land is lost to the fluv1al forces of ’

nature

R
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Rainfall Reglmes of the Mixteca Alta ( Teposcolulc ),
~ the Mixteca Baja ( Juxtlahuocc ), and the "Mixteca de

/I>Costo ( Jomllfepec )

3 -Tepéascol'uh: ( Mixteca Alta ) - 75.1 cms. bgr o'nn‘pm ) ‘
W (19261930) ' | |
0

“0
J FooM A M A s..0 N D
n" S Gréph] ‘ o .
.3é [ Juxtlahuaca ( Mixteca Baja ) - 109.4 cms. p'eqi' annum
ol o (1945-1949) ‘
o |
R VN o1 A s 0. N D
T, “raph 2 .
o T : . . ) o ‘ U <
s | ‘ Ja ltepec ( Mlxtecd de la Costa)
. . 206.2 chs. per annum :
w0 }
(1928-19327 ) .
30 :
w20 b .
0t
0 T
J F M- A o
. l fGroph 3 o

» Source - M.T. de ln Pena, JProb/emos Socro/es y Ecogom:cos de los erltcos Memorias del .
Inshlulo Noc:ono/ Ind/genrsro Vo/ume 2. No.l Mexico, 1950 Ty ’




}@a]nfall conatltutco yet another natu. 1 hazard by virtue of

its high varlablllty Trom one year to the noxt. Thus, for example, in

1

Juxtlahuaca between 1906 to 1“13, the annual rainfail varied from 53 mm

to T(h_g@d\ln 001xtlah b durlng the Sume years the varlatlon was
2

r

from 85 mm £o S5T5 mm and in Nochlxtlan betxeen 1927 and 1936 ralnfall &5

varled_from 152 mm.to 651 mm}8 Drought years,‘W1despread crop fallures;

and consequent hard and hungry winters are therefore wery much a reality
. . . : ( 4 ' \ i% ‘ -
of life, especially to the people of thﬂ‘ijteca Altay such was their

exnerlence in ]939 when a v1rtua]ly rainless summer resulted in the

,"' total ioss of the malze cron 15 the communltles of Noch1than,

Teposcolula ’I‘laxlaco.9 and 001xtlahuaca 9
, ¢ - . ,

“The'Huhgn Backpround

~

-

Althouyh three dlsttnct natural.or eﬁv1ronmental hab*tats.oan
be ldentlfLLd subolstence patterns throughout the Mlxteca are_firmiy
based on a alngle Lrop pattern - the cultivation of malze, beans and
‘squash.‘ Malze, everywhere, is the fundamental subSistenceierop To ..
the Mixteca'eaﬁrt51no the grow1ng orf this Crop- 1s more than 31mply a
routie necessity; for him it is a way of life, has been so for
centurles, and’ despite the waves of change‘rlpollng constantly through '
peasant 11fe,'w1@§ contlnue to be‘for many years to come.

) In addition to the three staples of maize, beans and squash
T

the Mlxtec dlet‘1° supplemented by~ the fruits papava anona, man?o

‘ S. F. Cook, Santa Maria Txcatldn: ’}abltat Populatish and
Subsistence, Ibrlo Americana: ul, (Berbeley and Los Angeles
UnlvercluJ of Callfornla Press, 19)8), p. 9

9

-

[
oo

k

&

o ' a . . '\

M. T de la Pena it., p. 19. \

)
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reaches and pomegranates are also\grcwn. - Chile and-

¢

and banana, while

tomatoes .re always clos&~at hand and some cacao is fouhd in the Mixteca

" de la Costaﬁ Due¢ to the intermit t nature of much of the drainage

network, there is 11ttle freshwater, flshlng, ut small scale hunting is

‘1mportant,w1th rabbits, partridge and the occasional\deer providing a

, : .t
me:t component.: Chickens and turkeys are ubiqu@tbus and a™ariety of

H

‘ ' 10
wild herbs and plants are ga Jnered to dlverslfy further tho family diet.

All these above-mentioned products<\\Ve freely from one part of the.

w

. Mixteca to another,

Throughout much of the Mlxteca crops. are ralsed by the age— : =

]

'old agrlcultural technlque of slash and burn A1nv01v1ng the clearlnp of

small plot of land and the burnlng of drled branches and lops ” The

- _ , |
residual wood-ash, containing such rich minerals as phec . iorus. and

o

potassiwn then serves as a gobd‘fertilizer for crops "hich are planted

at the start of the ralns in: Mav and harvested some three to six months

‘

Jlater Croo yields are good for the first’ few years but then dlmlnlsh

-

and after about four to flve years contlnual cultlvatlon, the plot is

'abandoned for perhaps elghg to twenty years to permit reguvenatlon of ~
the soil and’ allow fozest shrub, and grass growth to be re~ establlshed
Attentlon is then focused on nelghbourlnp Dlots unt11 they too become
exhausted by whlch tlme the fertlllty of the pther pa rcels of‘land‘
prev1ously worked has hooefully been renlenlsyed ‘ In this way a cycle
of cropp;ng and-abandonment,1S’establisheﬂ\ with the farmen»continually,'

. . ‘ ' T ’ SR o '
shifting his focus of activity. . , .

Léndholding,systems overative in the MHixtec- entail private E

£33

. Aavicz and Rominey, op. cit., p: 372.



% o ;
‘ : l ’ ' ' 11 ‘
ownership, collective ownorshlp and a combination of both Under

the prlvate system of ownership, land may be dwsposed of at w1ll ag it

is the,rlghtful‘and personal,property of an individual Collectlve

ownership, however, embraces the community as ‘a whole and as land

v, px

belongs to the entire communlty, no 51ngle person has ‘the rlght to .

'sell his plots- though he does have the right to designate heirs.

Flequent]y, these two types of ownershlp are’ practlsed 51de b, side,

. wwth crOpland belng held prlvately and gra21ng and wooded land, often

’ v1llage and is controlled as such.

referred to as the monte belng held communally Usufruct-of collec-
tlvely owned land is generally determlned by v1llage off1c1als Most
communltles are affected to a varlable degree by e21 leglslatlon,

whereby both arable and gra21nv land is the collectlve property of the
12

A Mixtec farmer usually works several non- contlguous plots of

land scartered at varylncr dlstances from each other around a focus of
k3

populatlon 13 Because of the dlstant locatlon of some fle ds, the

dally walk from the home out e} the land to be worhed <can last as long

: .as two hours As in ancient lees, the coa, or dlgglng stlck, and the ‘

hoe are the baslc 1mplements of the Indian sub31stence farmer lh Most

of the agrlcultural work.is done by men and older boys, but at'planting.

“and harvest the women of the famllv also lend assw stance. For the few

11M: T. de la Pena, op. cit., pp. 35-49 dlSCU°Seo at some

length the ownersr -of land in uhe Mlxteca and has detailed break-
‘downs for each district concernlng the amount worked as ejidos, comunales,-
“and so forthy L B o : '
< 12 ' . ' SR e
M.‘T‘ de la Pefia, op. t., p 37 o '

3Ravwcz and Pomney, oD. cit., p- 389. R

) .
1 Robert S. icz, 'Organlzac1on Social de los Mlxtecos,

Jexico City, 1965) p. 35.

Instltuto Nacional Indlgena,
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o

days when the, work is intensive, the whole. household may e;ect small o
. 5 k

tenporary huts known as chozas, at the scene of 1abour, where they
live until_the work load diminishes,l’

Plantlng and-harvest are 31gn1f1cant events in Mixtec Indlan
llfe and are accompanied bylrltual services undertaken to placate tHe
snlrlts whlch the Indlan belleves 1nhab1t the natu 1 world. ’Before

labour beglns, offerlngs-of copal (incense), candles, and animal . i oz

.

sacrifices are madée to Sabi, the spirit'of the rains, and TabaX uku,

. L 16
" the splrlt of the hlllsf% thuals take place elther in the fields or

.

in caves in the neazby h11151des, the rltes belng performed on natural

- rock or man—made shrlnes at these locatlons 17 If offerlngs are not

-

- made, it is belleved that the splrlts will oe offended and w&ll—retOrt'ci ' °

[

fby SD0111ng the Crops sown through too llttle or too much rain. Land =~ . ¢
is thus percelved by the Indlanﬁgs a llVlng entlty, a force of nature
w1th 1ts own dynamlc nersonallty Wthh must always be respected and

never’ abused the emotlonal and splrltual bond which the Indlan feels

-

betwcen hlmself and the land cannot be overst}essed

<

The Mlxteca contalns no Warge Urban centres \but is rather a

land of scattered towns of one’ thousand to three thousand 1nhab1tants,
around Vthh are grouped Vlllage and hamleu communltles The densest

v

'concentratlons of people are to be found in those valleys of the ' ’

Mixteca AltaAand Mlxteca BaJa w1th temnerate cllmates and relatlvely

15S.__F. Cook, Santa Maria Ixcatlan, op. cit!, p. 27.

Yravics, op. cit., p: 39.

lTHavicz_and Romney, QE,'cit.,'p; 373. o —"

)



fertile soil s such as the velleys of Nochlxtlan, Coixtlahuaea;
lcnoscolula; Juxtlahuaca, and Tlax1aco Fer administratiOn purbosee,
 the region 1s dividea into distritos and municiﬁios, each of which has
e.cabecera, or head toyn, set amidst open rhral territory and |
surrounded by several low—brder settlements

. The cabecera functlons as. a market and service centre for the
smaller dispersed communltles of‘the surroundlng area and generally
~conbains a block of aqunlstratlve offlces a market place, a church
a school, a surgery, and a. few commer01al premises. 'Wlthin‘such eentres,
fe{ semple Jamlltepec in the Mixteca de la Costa and Juxtlahuaca in
_ the MlxtecacBaJeP Indian re51dents oocupy one partlcular quarter,
: usually referred to'as a barrio, and 1nteract only occas1onall&;w1th )
18

the Mestlzo element of the town

Although Sherburne Cook ider® \ifles three dlstlnct styles of

domestlc habitat at. Santa Mdkla Ixcatlan, 1n the Mlxteca Alta,l?‘the s

%

l8K Romney and R. Romney in thelr studv of Juxtlrhuace' The E

M1x+ecuns of Juytlahuaca, NeY1co, New York: John Wiley, 10 dlscovered .

that a situatigpn of great stress exists between the pure Iidiun component
‘of the town and®the Mestizo counterpart. The’ Mlxtec Indians, who are
physlcallj isolated from the rest of the town and who live in the barrio
of Santo Domingo, are effectively treated as 1nferlor belngs by their
‘Mestizo neighbours’ for exalee, the Indians farm the poorer land of the
%urroundlng hlllsldes while the Mestizos work the more fertile and
irrigated valley land. Social as well as economic nregudlces were -
uncovered by the Romneys on their Way to school, which leads them ,
through the Mestizo part or town, Indlan chlldren are -frequently spoken
to in a derisory manner and at school often flnﬁ themselves being faced-
up to by Qggrec.fve Mestizo children.” Life in the- segrcpated barrio of
. Santo Domingo 1. dépicted as being one of ¢hronic poverty, but the
eternal: otrugglegzor food and the contemnt hurl- 4 upon him by the -
 Mestizo never tear the heart of the Indian from the barrlo,,ewen those
who migrate elsewhere 1n search ‘of a better world alwajs return to thelr
home in the end o

19Cook, Santa Marfa Ixcatldn, QEr ciﬁ.,_p,.ST; ‘

13

Ve
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dominant house type throughout rural Mixteca is a low, rectangular, and

windowless strUCture~w1th walls of adobe, brushwood or wattle and daub

_(Plate 3.) Roofs are most commonly made of palm thatch and slope inwards

to head or shoulder level Recently, tin and corrugated iron have been
used as-a roofing material. A 81ngle entrance gives access to a room

measurlng about twelve feet by twenty, in which all members of the Vf
il ‘,-

. '
aQ

family sleep Although some .two room structures occur,,the traditional
one-room structure is still most prolific | |

| The materlal posses51ons of a householi are sconty and
,contaln few 1tems whlch are‘not put to constant‘uSL Furnishings
cons1st of a range of cooking uten51l§'la1d on the dlrt floor or hung‘
on the wall, a number of woven palm mats‘on which the famlly sleeps, and

a few “low. chalrs A roughly-hewn wooden table functlons also as an

altar and holds candles, incense, herbs, and some rellglous keep sakes.

: Images of the Virgin de Guadalupe or the Salnts may decorate a wall and

watch over all those who enter the house 20

<

JIn the rural areas, most dwelllng houses are assoc1ated w1th

/smaller nelghbourlng.structures partlcularly the tro1e or cozcomate,
. used to store corn, and some with a cook shack The EEQQE_IS usually
bullt of logs and adobe w1th a palm or brush roof, whereas cooklng, 1f’
‘not done 1n31de the house,_ls undertaken in a. rudlmentary brush hut
- Wood from the encino (oak) and gggzg_(plne) is used to erect a. _small
lcorral for sheep and goats whlle a shelter con51st1ng of a brush roof

- 21
on posts serves for -horses, mules,” burros, oxen,-and pigs.

ORav1cz and Romney, oD. c1t., P. 385

lRav1cz and Romney, gp,-c1t., p. 385 °

®
AR

1k
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Plate 3 Mixtec houses _near Coix

P

tlahuaca.

015
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Althougn li}elandlthc daily pattern of acuivityvare baeed

firmly on;winning a subsisfenceifrom the_land, a variety ef non-

'agricultural pursuits,including weaving, pottery, and candlemaking,

are 1moortant and can senve to supplement the’ famlly income. Weav1ng

of cotton and WOOl is everywhere a partlcularly common prdctlce and
”although carried out_predomlnantly by women and older glrls, men é;elvﬁ- : %
‘also to be found at thls act1v1ty. The worklng of palm is a well—‘: -
recognlsed Mlxted culture trait and this material is 1nten31¢ely o

utlllsed ‘to produce a uealth of artlcleg 1nclud1ng bags, matgyirain i
'capes,.rope, and sacks. 22 Straw hats, however; are the regionel' ' &
Speciallty, dnd surplus populatlen dpéft,‘constituﬁe the Mixteca{sv. I

principal ‘export,. -shipments ‘being sent to such tourist nentres as : ,ﬂ; - Lo

‘ Puebla, Veracruz, and Mey1co Clty, about, - one mwlllon straw hat% are

a . i 2
manufactured 1n,the Mixteca each‘year 3 ThlS nraetloe is partlcular]y

~, kS

'51gn1flcant in Uochlxtlan and 001xtlahuéca whnre sérlous 5011 eros 1on e

T
. Y

and land ohortages ‘make it 1ncumbent unon famllles to supnlement their

2l SR
income’ from a non—agrlcultural source.. v . : v

Problems and Prosnects o ' S

The leteca in the nlesent day is a lard of poverty, neglect
v»and denrlvatlon, w1th the communltles of the Mixteca Alta. being in the

most depressing social and economlc predlcament of the entire Mixtec

u/r 2gRavicz-, op. cit., p. 3b.

230axaca Gréfico - Bl Diario de la Provineia, May 27, 197k

).L . B : g ’ . : . Y
2 Ravicz,-gg,_cit., p. 34, . : ' ' :
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. f)' .
realm.LS A distinct atmosrihere of desolation and 8pupall inhabits the

landscape of thle parched and CVloCCTatP mountaln terrltory, the

'cfumbllng stone of once majestic monasteries? abandoned'agriculturai
terraees,.empty tivers awaitiﬁg rain, dead and dying vegetation, a
gusty afternoon wind rilling the air with topsoil,'the red glare of
the valley slopes in the bright morning.sun, thousands of campesinos
sctatching theit rlots for a meagre livelihood‘ Fach year, the people
of the- Mlxteca Alta are at best barely able to prov1do themselves with -
enough food 26 casting a bitter shadow, the vntermlnable spectre of
vmalnutrition and//d;dshlb is never too far awaj
One of the most Tecognieable symntems of the region's _ | {
'malaise ie out-mlgratlon a trend which has been in operation 51gn1f1~ ’vi
cantly for about .the past two or three generatloﬁs Unfortunately, |
tllke many other asnects of the 5061=l scene in the Wlxteca Alta, o V"
, emlgratlon has received but llttle attentlon and only one otudj of
:J:any great depth that of Douglas Butterworth for the community of ‘

]

2
Tllaqtonco, T Vlelds 1ntereat1ng 1nformatlon

’

’25J Paddock a dlstlnpulshed spec1a110t in Oaxaca studies,

has 'described the Northern dixteca as having ' dlsasterous economic,

geographic, and demographic conditions", J. Paddock, Ancient Oaxaca —
' Discoveries in Mexican A”ChanlOFV and History, . (Staniord Stanford

University Press, 1966), :369. Paddock's perspective is shared by

5. F. Cook and W; Borah fleld veterans of 1nnumerable studles of mane.
e ;p larid relatlonshlps throaghout central Mexico, who cliim that the Mixteca
f; © Alta"is one of the poorest . Tegions 1n the Mex1can Federatlon” (Cook
ot and Borah, op. cit. . l)

L3

26Cook and Bérah ~E_ ¢y, Pl
E o l" ?7D S Buptcrgorth ”A Study of the Urbanlzatlon Process
Amvﬂg letec Mlgrané§4'a‘ ‘Tilantongo in Mexico City," Amerlca.Indlgena,.
Vol. (1962), Pp. PHEE2TL. o - ~ ‘ -

J,,-
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Wlth a Dopulatlon of around 3,700, rilantonho 1ike most of -
the myrlad communities of the Mixteca Alta, is an agricultural community
based on the cultlvatlon/of maize and to a 1csser deéree, wheat. The
‘people of Tllantongo are snread out over a munlclplo area of some

260 squarejkllometres, thus glVlng a nopulatlon denolty of about 1k

. . 8 7
persons-per square kllometre.2 Hovever, as -less Eﬁﬁn 10% of the

municinio territory is suitable for cultlvatlon, such a number of
roople represents-a severe straln on the available land resources and,
indeed, constitutes a very chronic overpopulatlon proéblem; under such

conditions many 1nd1v1duals and families make the decision to mlgrate

Butterworth is in no doubt as to the reasons and motlves behlnd thls

outward drift: _ : ‘ T A Lo % .
~ A high natural birth- rete combined with fragmentatlon of
- land, ‘poverty of the soil, and frequent crop failures
have ‘caused many Tllantonpuenos to nigrate to uEBan centres.
The- prlnc1nal motlve for mlgratlon 18’ economic, i

Emlgratlon from Tllantongo to ‘Mexico Clty began in large
numbers durlng the l9hOs and since 1950 the drlft to the 01ty has

accelerated to such a degree that the Dopulatlon of the communlty is

/ L.
\

" now decreasrng Although the de51re to 1mprove thelr flnan01al situa-.
tion was: foremost in the m1L antsf mlnds, an important con51derat10n
'was that of educatlon with an 1111teracy rate in Tllantongo of over
.807 the majorlty of the migrants 1nterv1ewed exbressed a- strong de51re
to educate both themselves*and their chlldren.3o ' e

NS

In absolute terms, the population of the Mixteca Alta has been’

?8Butterx¢orth, op. cit., p. 2(n,

29Butterworth, op. cit., p. 260.

30Butterworth, op. cit., p. 270.

o,

N
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increasing steadily since its, nadir of 30,000 in the mid-seventeenth
31, o

century. However, the overall rate of increase, éspecially over the

past twenty to thirty years, has been mucn slower than the national

-

average.beoause'of'he'vy ouﬁ-migration from the region. .FQr example,
the population of the .nicipio of Coixtlahuacae was 6,336 in 1940 and
— T o) : : ‘

in 1960 was down to 4,938; during this period of time population was
increasing at a rate of around.3% per annum for Mexico aSia whble.32

Similar overall decreases in populatlon for the ten vear perlod between

- 1950 and.ﬁ960 are recorded for the mun1c1ploo of Nochlxtlan, Teposcolula,

Santa,Marla Ixcatlan, and scores of others{33 Therefore, although some.;»

~

communities, such as Tlaxiaco .nd Tamazulapan, register a slight increase

‘“‘%Dopuletion, most of the Mixteca Alta's surplus population is being
Fred to, other parts of Mexico. It isflikely.thatninvestigation
into the .socio-economic backgrohmd of»migrants from communitieé"eﬁher

" thah Tilantongo would reveal similar‘eirCumstanceé and motives behind™-
- : . . . B . \

.

emigraﬁion ro tgose'encountered by Butterwerthvamong ex;Tilentongueﬁoee
'i%‘Meiicd City.: | |

‘G# : 'The inability of the lend'to sﬁpport the inereaee in popula~
tioﬁ'at an acceptabie eeenomic lerel is the fu dameﬁtal caﬁee offoﬁt47“
migrapioﬁ from the region. Laﬁd.ie'eVerywhere 'nfshort“éﬁégiQ and for
the pastAtwo thousand years has beee exﬁerienciﬁg a s&ndroﬁe which in

some communities has removed up to. one-third of the area formerly u

Cultivat:OH - unchecked soil ero‘si_on.3h o ,/i}
' Cook 3nd Borah _E cit., p. 5T. L : P
— . ‘ o
32

West and Auvelll, op- c1t s p- 310.

‘33Cook and Eorah, op. Cit;,_pp.‘80—88{

Spores, "Nochixtlén," op. cit., p. L6T:
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Of all bhe problerpu w1th which the communltles of: the Mlxtcca

Altakhdve to contend that dfaSOll eroslon is the most baslc, complex,

and far‘reachlng, for it .ffoa s dlrgctly every famlly dependent on

Winning a ‘subsistence from=i} Oyer much of the open rural

'landscape; subsoil or bedrock isrexnosed at the surface At Yanhuitlén;

this. subs01l is” the red clay of the . ~1nhu1tlan Huaguapan serles of

: dep051to and is resnons1ble for the v1v1d complexlon of the hill slopes

S

around thls communlty35 (Plate 1) throughout other communltles, such .
as 001xtlahuaca and Santa Marla Ixcatlan, 1t is tegetate whlch is

6
exposed after top-soil removal.3 The processes and consequenses. of
. ¥ :

t

. erosion at Santa Mar{a Ixcaplén are outllned by Cook: L ; - ,:?."

The existence of g tepetate base .is’ 51gn1f1cant in many ways-.
Tt determines, the type of erosion to wvhich agrlcultural lands
may be subjected. Because of its freouently shallow depth,
the overlying top-soil, uhless bound together by forest or
other permiunent vegetatlon, tends to wash of f'; ultimately
leaV1ng the tepetate exposed in white sheets that dazzle the
eyes i the sun. Cultlvatlon, partlcularly deep Dloughlng, ]
facilitates the process, thus diminishing the depth of the .
soi} layer. As the th]nnlng continues, there are: left
exppsed on thc surface~vast numbers of small .stones and
. Tro ks which in turn make plantlng and cu¥tivation more diffi-
t. A vicious tycle is thereby set up which tends to '
51ntens1fy'the detcrloratlon of the soil by brlnglng to the
surface more and more unveathered fréémcnts of 'the soft
tepetate. In the end; the fine soil washes. out to such -an
extent that the field becomes nothing but a mass of rocks
and has to be. abandoned This sequence of ‘events may  be
seen 1in all its stages on the low-lying plain adgacent to the
© Rio Ixcatléan, where great areas .0f once fertlle‘mal7e fields
 have beCQme practically useless S k¥

P

70 cruC1a1 factors whlch Engnlflcantly affect s01l

‘erosion in the Mlxteca Alta are flrstlﬁ,1the nature of the rainfall’

3?5pﬂres, "Nochixtléng"'gg, cit., p. 558. -

4ax1cz op. ecit., p. 3k, &laims that the sequences of 5011

. erosioft ‘around C01xtldhudca are the most ~advanced in Mex1co

.(/ 375 T Cook . Santa ﬁhrja Itcatldn, 92_ p. 7.
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regime and secondly, the degree or amount of vegetatlon cover. Intense

summer rainfall and’ 1ts consequences on.the landscape through the actlon‘

of temnorary fast flowlng, hlgh energy streams, or arroyos, ‘have been
discussed previously.38 With: respect to vegetatlon cover,lthe presence

of tree, shrub, and grass communltles lessens the 1mpac; of the’

sporadlc summer rains by giving the top501l some cohe51on conversely,

-an absence or pauc1ty of tree, shrub, or grass communltles 1ncreases'

susceptlblllty to erosion as the top—soil is held together only
loosely, if at all\ and could be remdved by a heuvy fall ofﬂraln.‘ The

latter blogeogranhlc condltlon Drevalls throughout much of the Mlxteca

Alta due to the comblned actlon of deforestatlon ‘the unregulatedAgrazing

of llvestocn, eSD001ally sheep -and goats, and the widespreéd practice

i

ofskmhamiMEna@umdmme}9

SOll er051on has long been recognlsed as constltutlng a
;r

prlnClpalblnvredlent of the reglon S pllght but to date only the work

of the Paoaloapan Comm1ss1oh 1n the 001xtlahuaca area has to any . marked

t

degree combatted the denudatlon of the land hq However, with the

Y'ecent dlsclosure of a l 000 mllllon peso loan from the World Bank to

O

flnance a federal camoalgn for the reforestatlon of the Mlxteca,_lt can

N
oy

,38See p.«6.
39

S. F Cook, Santa, Warll Ixcatlan, Op.. git,, p. 12,

. gOA field. conversatlon»w1th a member of the Papaloapan )
Commission in C01xtlahuaca established that for about the past twenty =
years a project of “iéPorestation has been carried out by the- Comm1551on
in the .extreme northeast of the Mixteca.  The reforestation programme

entails the planting of- seedlings, pr1nc1pallv of oak and cedar but Wlthy

a- few pine species abrso. JIn’ addition, the commission has encouraged
theﬂcultlvatlon of a species of nooal, or prlcklv pear (Optunia

polveantha), a nultrltlous vegetable cactus of diverse culinary use.
*——;_ﬁ_ Lo : v ) ,

e
hY
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only be hoped that the Mexican ”OVLrnmCHt hlu now seen Lhc urgency
and nccd of an effcctlve conservatlon and rejuvenation programme in

. . b1 e
thlS gutted highland terrltory.

The Mlxteca Alta, thenJ is one of the most acutely 1mpover—

. ]
1shed reglons of. Me71co, a . land plagued by soil erOSJOn, out—migration,
and an abysmally—low materlal Standayd. of living.. That this should be

the present nredlcament of a. reglon once Tfamous for}lhe resourcefulness

~and Droduct1v1ty of 1Ls populous communities. 1nev1tably leads to retro~

VA

- .
speftion and the need of an hlstorlcally oriented pers pective to

1llum1nate the . processes and events of the past ‘A study, of the -

51xteenth century fac1lltates the tr“c1ng back of symptoms of present—c

day decline to thelr ,root causes £3°wi’l be shown.that the seeds’of \j/
poverty, neglect; and dep;ivation “re v by the historical events
which took place during'the sixteénti ~rnf oy, .Length§ discussion of

:the pfesent spcio—ecdncmlc characteristics of tne Mixieca and’the way cf
life of ifs inhabinants has been nccessaryAto nrov1de the background for
a study of the chanves which the cultural landscape of the Mixteca under—
went four centurles ago. A dctalled examlnatlon of culuurdl change in

t - xyteenth century will now be undertaken, w1th a snatlal empha81s

on .the peonle and landscape of the Mltteca Alﬁa

f .0

o

¥

Loaxaca Gréfico, June l 197h, carried a front page story
on the World Bank loan‘and the” Drosncctlvc reforestation campaign. The,
. Oaxaca Fozonazo of the same day revealed that the Mexican oecretdry of

Hydraulic Resources was avnlylfg to the Banco Interamericano de

- Desarrollo for a grant to devellop a series of aquifers discovered in

the Nochixtlin Valley. The Sécretarv claimed that there is a sufficient
quantity of subterranean water to 1rrlgdte uhousands of hectares of land
at present not under cultlvltlon B o

[ I
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CHADPTLER TWO

THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE IN THE LATE PRE-HISPANIC PERIOD

o

After the klngflsher S w1ng
Has ansvered. llght to light, and is silent, the llght is stlll
At the still p01nt of the turnLng world.

T. 8. Eliot, "Burnt lNorton"

&

Origins and Growth of;Mixtec Clilture

The naﬁe_Mixtec is of Nahua'tl origin and was used by the Indian

PO
3

communities of the Valley &f Mex1co in the flfteenth and 31xteenth

centuries to describe the 1nhab1tants of Mlytecanan "the land of the - {

n

cloud people- *which lay abort two hund“ed kllometres to the south of ‘

the great c1ty of Tenochtltlan . lee thelr ZapObQC relphbours who

=

boccupled the fcrtlle ltqu of the’ Valley of’Oaxac the south c.d
east thc Mlxtec belleved that they were an autochthonous people of

Oaxaca.z' Numerous myths and legends which deal with thelr orlgln have

been preserved in Mixtec culture LT
. e

_One legend tells that the flrst 1nhab1tants of the Mlxteca
were the offspring of two trees erW1ng on the banks of a river at

- Achiutla. One of these first off'springs was a cacigue, or lord, by the

name of Yacoﬁooy,3”a.brave‘and adventurous warrior. One day Yacofiooy

lrphe Nahuatl word hlxtec is & translation of that whlch the

Mlytec Deoplt call themselves - the cloun people i

v

n

B A, Caso, "The Mlxtec and Zapotec Cultures,ﬁ Boletln de
A EstudiOS‘Oa<aouenos, No. 2 (1966 > D. 22,

3Yaconooy is the Tlxteco word for "monkey". See Caso, op. cit.
. N _——
D. 22. e . : ‘ 7

)
3
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left~Achiutla in g earch of lands for-his people to" colonise, but the

.
«

‘lands whlch he encountered were unoopulated, and only the sun shone
brlghtly, high in the,sky;,,Yacoﬁooy believed the sun to be lord of

. this terrltory, cnallenged him to flght, and shot many~arrows into him.

[

As,the sun slowly set, the: sky turned red Yaconooy bellev1ng that he'
“had kllled thls mysterious lord and that it was the ‘blood of hlS v1ct1m
which was- colourlng the twilight hOTlZOD The sun'hav1ng dlsappeared
bghind thelmounteins in the west,’Yaconooy declared victory and

‘claimed the territory of the sun-lord for his,people.._Here he founded

e el ) C ' "
- the city of Tilantongo, or in Mixteco, %Lcunoo, "Black Mountaln" .,

EY

The Fran01scan frlar and chronlcler Bernardino de Sahagin,

however, had.a less romantlc version o% Mixtec origins. Accordlng to

the scholarly  friar, the Mixtec were related to the Olmec peo- le, who
invaded northwestern Oaxaca after establlehlng'an empire i. the area

of the modern Mexican states of Tlaxcala and Puebla arotnc 30 A.D.

A

Aé there is much simila- b between the archaeologlcal records of the

Tlaxcala—Puebla reglon and the Plxteca the friar's documentation is

BN

certainly plausible.6 : ’
S , , ‘

The pauc1ty of 1nformat1on concernlng the archauology-of_

the Mlxteca Alta and therefore the origins'and development of Mixtec

. LThe most complete Fnglish version of’ tnls legend is to be »
found in Caso,'on cit., pp. 22-23. Hubert H. Bancroft's Works - Native -
Races, Vol. V: Primitive Hlatory, (San "neisco, 1883), pp. 527-528
- also narrates this legend 1n a rather ler aubstantlal form than Caso' s

FSJ Paddock, Ancient Oaxaca - Discoveries in Mexican Arche-- 4
olomyv and History, (Stanford - Stanford University Pres_, 1966) p. 12.

6Cqso, op. cit., p. 22,

_‘_-___
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culture as-a'whole has long been bemoaned by'a number of schol’a‘rs:v7

In recent years howeveér, the research of;Ronald-SporeQ has done imich

to augment knowledge @f the Varlous Processes which have been operatlve

“in shaping the cultural landscaoe of the region. Spores'“research has

concentrated Particularly on the Valley of Nochixtl4n, which heiféels
to be the area most, worthy of investigation:

It was probably the 51nglemost 1mportant ¢ :a 1in the Mixteca '
throughout its occunatlonal hlthTV and ¢ tinues: torbe thé
st fertlle nroduc e, and 1nten°1ve uettled of” the

everal vallewo o the reglon

' Th@ earl \st occutatlonal phase fdontified'in.the chixtlan,

Valley dates back to Late Formatlve #S- 9 ar nd 700 B.C., and is

belleved to have lasted uhtll abous .200 B,C ; - 'eriod of occupationv‘
is termed the Cruz phase by Spores,; (O N T ;xamined.i2l con-'
;taine&&features“relating to iateﬁrorn',fv - oment and 8 are class1—

’ _ W e .
fied as Veing ' 1ntenszvely occupied or utlllsed n10 The location of

- b

most »f the 31ﬁes was on low—lylng piedmont’ Dromontorles that protrude
into the valley from surroundlng hlllS and ranpes This location abofe

ibut adJacent to the productlve and relatlvely well-watered tands of the:

'-valley floor conforms to the pattern alreadv established for the Valley - -

i

. 7R Spores, The Mlxtec K#ﬁr and Thefr'Peonle, (Norman:
Unlver51ty of Oklahoma Press, 1067), ‘Pp. 30-32, and I. Bernal,"The
Archaeology of the Mlyteca,' Boletln de Estudlos Oaxaquenos, No Ty

1958,

-~ . o
i

. R. Spores ”Settlement Farmlng Technology and Env1ronment in
the Nochlxtlan Valley " Science, October 31, (1969) Vol.. 166, No.,3905,
p. 558 : : '

9Spores,‘”Nochixtlan,ﬁ op. cit., p.‘559‘

'lOSporeS5 "Nochixtl&n," op. ., P. 559.

1



of Oaxaca during Early Formative times.ll About this primary phase
~of dettlement much remains to speculation:

very little is known of the total material culture or
- architecture of these earlv valley farmers Some of the
structures found in test trenches were bullt of cut or
roughly shaped stone ‘and formed into straight-sided masonry -
walls which intersected to form contiguous apartment-like
cells of indeterminate use.” Associated shallow pits were dug
- for cooklng, rubbish disposal, or for other purposes and
were found to contain. animal bones, ash, pottery grlddles,
large pottery fragments, manos, and metates , Very few .
‘chipped stone 1mplements have been encountered in Cruz phase
- contexts.12 o }

The. inhabitants of Late Formative settlements tilled the
Iower'hill'slopes as well. as the valley floor, although the latter, W1th
4 generally more fertlle, black s01ls would have been preferred There

was nrobably no pressure on. land resources since so few sites were .

i 1ntens1vely occupled the populatlon of the entire valley at thls time -

is estlmatcd at around L, OOO 13

e

The next phase of occunatlon that of the Farly Cla551c perlod

began around 200 B.C., and lasted until. about 250 or 300 A.D.; Spores
) S
~-has terméd thls perlod of settlement the Ramos phase o The number'of

51tes asooc1ated with thls phase, 56 in all, 1s greater than that of

the Cruz phase. Early Class“c communltles tended to locate once more -

Q&
‘lK V. Tlannery et. E%té "Farming Systems®and Politicali
Growth in Anéient Oaxaca;" Science; October 27 (1967) Vol. 158 No
3800, p. Lhs-hsh - ,

ESpores, "Nochlxtlan,' on. cit., p. 559* A metaté” ié a a
stone quern upon which maize kernals are ground by a rounded oblong .
stone, the mano into flour. This way of grind’ag corn is stlll

Dredomlnant tnrouvnout most of Indian Pexlco and Central Amcrlca.

1 . .
3Spores,‘"Nochlxtlan, "op. cit., p. 566.
L ' ‘

l+Spores,_"Npchixtlén," op. cit., p. 560.

i
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o
on the piedmont spurs, with some sites being established on nearby
hilltops. A definite increase in the size and architectural eomplexity

»

" of the communities is evident, with.a major charaeteristiCVbeingfthe ’
E appearance'of elabéﬁate'ceremonialAstructures. The valley population

now numbered around 10, OOO with farming’ act1v1t1es stlll focused on the

15

I

flat lands:of the valley bottom
Late Classic settlement is belleved to have begun around
3OO A. D. and to have continued until about llOO A D.; this period of
occupation ls termed the Las Flores phase by Spores.l§ buring this 7
phase the Nochixtléanalley supportedffive major‘eivic—ceremonlal
complexes, that of Yueuita,17 which hdd emerged in the F%S&y Cla551c,
18 '

and four others at Iucunudahul, Etlatongo 19 Cerro Jasmln, and

;Jalteoec. These complexes either had hill or mountaln—top locations or

e 5 ST ST

Spores, - "Nochlxtlan, op. cit., p. 560.

ooores,"Nochlxtlan, op. cit., p. )60 1100 A D is a
‘rather late date for the end of the Late Classic in central-Mexico.
Teotihuacan collapsed in 650 A.D. (Paddock Fop. ¢it., p. 233) ‘and
Monte Alban. was abandoned before 1000 A. D. (Paddock, op. cit., p. th) .
even early Post Classic Tula had fallen- by. 12007 A.D. Tﬁaddock, op- cit. N
Sp. 12).0 It may well be that further arcnaeologwcal research in the
Mixteca by Spores or others. will prompt a. reapnraisal -of this. date of
1100 A.D., or enable temporal breaks to be 1dent1f1ed w1th1n the Las
Flores phase :

r»\

A"L o ’ . >

17Yuculta is Mlﬁteco for 'Flowery Flll” " See M. A. Smith,

Picture Writing from Ancient Southern Mexico: HMixtec Place Signs and.

Maps, (Norman University of Oklahoma Press, - 1073), p . }_”>-
l8Yucunudahu1 is Mlxteco ‘for: "Cloud Mountain" See Caso,

op. cit., p. 2k, ' o
19Etlatont;o is Nahuatl for "llttle place of beans . See’

Cayetano Tsteva, Hlociones Elementales de Geoprapnla Histdrica del )
Fstado de Oaxaca, (Oaxaca, 1913), p. 128, -Also useful is Smith, op. cit.,
p. 78. ; . - e 1




clustered around buttes or ridges rising from the valley {loor.. In
addition to the five civic- ceremonial complcxes 92 sites were
'assoc1ated with Late Classic occupation’ and the entlre valley supported

an estlmated Dopulatlon of around 25 000. Settlements tended to be

o

|V located at slightly higher elevations than those of earlier pe}iods.

C e

A significant development'during the Late Classic was tﬁe brolific“
utilisation ef highef slopes using thevtechnique of hillside terracing,
‘a practiee whigﬁjeeabled more land than ever beforebto be brought'uhder
cilltivetion.?O Archaeological evidence in-the ferm of architectural f
techniques and styles, ceraﬁlc inventories, and.site locations also

(\

points to ~ontact- with the northerh*ﬁixtec.communities in the valleys

of Tamazulapan and Huajapan, and to contact with the grand citilisations
. o :

‘centred at Teotihuacan and Monte Albén. 1

The Post Classic occupational phases in ‘the Nochixtlédn

Vallef date from about. 1000 A D. untll the Snanlsh Conquest of the

revlon in the early lSQOs, SDores has termed thlS perlod of settlement
—_— )

\
the Nativids

Over 100 31tes reveal features of Post‘Classic-

ocenvation. During this<phase many hilltop settlements and even some

N

“ef tne 1- “ger civie- ceremonlal compleyes were abandoned, populatlon
tending to concentrate once more along piequnt spurs and ridges.
Architecturally, settlements were not as sophisticated as during the’

Las Flores phase, but the proliferation of broken pottery and stone

2OSperes, ”Nochixtlén,v op. cit., p. 561.
21 " o n S A P vvr . : L.
Spores, "Nochixtlin," op. cit., p. 561.

2%Spor’es,'"Nochixtlan," op. cit., pp. 561-562.
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" suggests that communltles vere more extensive and more densely ,obﬂv‘/////

1nh1b1ted Populatlon now numbcrnd around 50,000, which meant that
unprecedented pressure was being exerted on the agrlcultur 1 resources
of the valley.

Four’principal phases of occuootion, then, have been
established for the Nochlxtlan Valley from an 1nvest1gatlon of the
archaeological pallmpsest of the regiOn. Although, as Spores and. -
'others have indlcated, much basic archaeological research remalns to‘be
-done, the pattern of the cultural development of other valleys in the -
Mlxteca Alta, such as Tlax1aco, Teposcolula Tamazulapan, end COltha—
huaca, is unllkely to dlverge greatly from that already establlshed
for the Valley of Nochlxtlan A steady growth of populat;onvfrom
'Late,Formatlve times until the Spanish Con@uest iswlnferreé from the
increase inlthe number, $ize, and complexity of settlements occupied.
JPopulation growth, moreover, was ass001ated wlth A related 1ncrease in
- the level of technolOﬁy and the amount of land brought under cultivation.
4Mlxtec soc1ety, in short was evolv1ng lee other human groups in
Mesoamerlca the people of the Mltteca Alta ~during the late Pre— ' f
‘Hlspanlc perlod had deflnlte views about the organisa‘*ion of‘society;

o

‘ and 1nteracted with their habltat in such a way as to produce certaln

&
.recurrent patterns of settlement landholdlnv, and agrlculture.

Land snd>Settlement' e ) o

The populatlon of the Mixteca Alta around the turn of the
51xteenth century llved in scattered, non- urban communltles of varylng

size. These communltles usually contalned four main components held
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together in g loos~ly-nucleated form of settlement; flrstly, a ciyic
or administrativeleore,.which the Spaniards termed the cabecera;
secondly, several outlying hamlet dependencies, called sujetos.by the
Spaniards; thlrdly, a religious Or ceremonial precinct; and fourthly,
>msurround1ng fazmland 23

The‘cabecera, sited 1n many 1nstences on the break of slope
between steep hillsides and the level farmlng lands of Valley floors,
was a random’ conflguratlon of dwelllng houses and commer01al bulldlngs
surroundlng a centrally—located market place Internally, the cabtcera ’
was d1v1ded 1nto barrlos within, which llved Lhe members of the
. community. Each barrlo was granted to a member of the noblllty for
the purpose of Supervision and admlnlstratlon and most wouldvreside in

the barrlo of thelr Jurlsdlctlon Barrlos were almost autonomous
22rrio 22i T10S

eaeh barrio ‘had the right to farm.?h

Barrio dwellings were generally small vindowless, cell-
shaped unlts w1th flat or, gently- sloplng thatch roofs ‘and packed—earth
or stucco floors Walls were made of worked stone, adobe, or wood,
.dependlng on the potentlal bulldlng materlal of the locallty Some - |
structures like the dwelllng house of a’member of the noblllty or -

perhaps the res1dence of a wealthy merohant, would,be consplcuously

23

EMSDores, Mixtec hwngs op., citi, p. 92 At present there
exists no conv1n01ng evidence that barrlos wvithin the cabecera comprised
klnshlp ‘units or lineage. DProperty holdlngs similar to those recorded
for the Mexica of the Valley of NGYICO »

Spores, Mixtec Kings., gp.,cit., D. :D.

—

T
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larger and more eleborately furnl)hed and decorated, but the bd“:;
building materlals rcmalned the samey 25

Most communltles were assoc1ated w1th smgller, outlying
hamlets or su]otos Such dependent settlements Vere located a few
- hours' to a day's walk from the cabeceri, and consisted of an irregular‘
grouping of simple dwelling houses. Within each sujeto, neighbouring‘
bu1ld1ngs were‘freouently sebarated by.a number of fields, and were
'thus not as closely spaced as those in the cabecera. The'people who
lived in;sujetos made occasional-visits.to “the cabecera to undertake

) N . ‘

various‘duties,required of them there and to part1c;nate in communlty

26

serv1ces and celebrﬁtlons

R
: ’: v

€asy access to a rellglous Noly ceremonlal comnlex, located near or

adJacent to the cabecera. Places of worshlp and ceremony wvere generally

' situated on domlnatlng hwll or mountaln tops, «nd in addition to pro-

v1d1ng the communlty w1th a focus for thelr religious activities, also

functlor:&'as a centre‘for varlous festivals and celebrations. A .

highly venerated senctuary was Achiutla, the legendary place of 01Lg1n
i

of the Mixtee, which attracted pllgrlms from every part of the Mlxteca

Alta.?T

5Spores, Miktec Kings, op. cit., p. 91.

6Spores, Mixtec Klnos, op. cit., D. 9&.

7Mlxtec rellglon was very similar to that: practlsed by the
Mexica of the Valley of Mexico. Both paid homage to a divine pair, the
Mixteca to One-Deer - ‘Lion Snake and One-Deer - Tiger Snake, and the
Mexica to Ometecuht11 and Omec1huatl the divine pair gave birth to all
other gods and goddesses. . Common- ground also-existed between the Mixtec -
and the Mexica with resnect to the worship of the sun and the practice
of human sacrifice. Quetzalcoatl, the god of 1life and ailr, was an

1mportant deity for the Mixtec; he was the Mixtéc tribal hero in much the

same way as Hu1t21lpochtll was to the Mexica.-

31
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The fourth component of communities was the agricultural and

collecting landg surrounding the cabecera, sujetos, and the ceremonial .

complex. TFarmed intensively,vth’productiVity and output of these
lands formed the foundatlons upon which the prosperity of the communl—
- ties of the Mlxteca Alta prlmarlly rested Wlthin-communities, two/

distinct landholding unitS'could be distinguished;‘firstly, the lands
| o8

x;zg\.a“

xgkhe community and secondly, the lands of the nobillty.

Mixtec'eommunity land was'distributed.among peasant recip—

1ents on an allotment ba51s,_a pattern very s1m11 ar to.that of the

4

$;system of land dlstrlbutlon practlsed by the Mex1ca in the Valley of

Mex1co.29 Communlty agricultural holdlngs were Dlots of land to Wthh

Y

recipients and their dependentsvhed usufructuary rights, but which were

‘the property of the community as a whele ! In this sense,llnd1v1duals

could not legally own tracts of communlty land but rather. recelved

the prlvllege of worklng plots entrusted by ‘the communlty to thelr care

The‘lands,of the nobility were private estates held by high—

ranking royal lineages and were worked in a joint effort by groups of

N

servile commoners - ' Of these lands by far the most extensive and

productive belonges’ to the cacigue, the term used by the Spanierdé for

the native ruler of each community. .Land belonging ‘to the cacique was

known as the cacicazgo and was, like the léter*Spanish;derived hﬁcienda,

£

B 28

S. F. Cook and W. Borah, The Populatich of the Mixteca Alta

(1520-1960), Tbero-Americana: SO'(Berkeley and Los Angeles: University

of California Press, 1968) Pp- 1h-15,

9 .

25 “The Mexica procedure of land dls*rlbutlon on a family
allotment basis within the boundaries of the ca 1oulli, or kinship
grouping, is discussed in detail in Chapter 12 of Charles Gibson's The

Aztecs Under Spanish Rule, (Stanford: Stanford University Press), 196#.

Feook and Borah, op. ¢it., p. 15.

32
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a veritable socio-economic institution. The major characteristics of
. . , . :

the cacicazpgo are outlined by Spores:
=2cltazio

The cacicazgo ... was 1nst1tutlonal in nature rather than

territorial. Tt consisted of the sum total of the duties,

prerogatives, foods, and prorerties, and the prestlge, power,

and influence derived from and pertaining. to the title and

rocition of a native ruler - cacigue. Although these: ¢onstit-

v2nt elements of a cacicazgo were normally related to a single
community, it must be noted that in some cases, like that of - -
Yanhuitlén, caciaues claimed, as part of their roval vatrimony, N
gcods and prorvorties located within the territorial llmlts '
of another community. 31

Cacicazgos in the Mixteca Alta were of Varying size but

certelnly large by the standards of the allotments of commoners, the=

o ,l' .
ca01ca7go of nghuﬁggan Jjust after the arrlval of the Spanlards being
} r;» .

estimated at ollghtly under one thousand acres.32

‘Further research by Rcnald Spores has revealed two dlfferent
patterns of settlement for the communltles of” the Mlxteca Alta in' the T

early 51xteenth century. 'Eype number one Spores 1dent1f1es as contaln—

ing all four components dlscussed above, and can be thought of as a

..cabecera w1th outlying hamlet dependenc1es I/me number two, on the

. other hand had only three of the components mentioned, namely a
cabecera, a ceremonial prec1nct, and - surroundlng farmland and can be

thought of as a cabecera w1thout outlylng denendenc1es Of twenty;four.

communltles examlned by opores, thlrteen were of tvve number one, and

elght were of ¥yne number ' two, wh1le three communltles did not conform

exactly to either pattern Essentlally, dlfferent comblnatlons of:

- four dis tlnct components ‘gave Mlxtec communlt’es two ba81c settlement

~

3““Spores, Mixtec Kinés,'gp}?cit.,_p. 155. . 3 . Qy/

. E

32 R. Snores, 'The Zapotec and Mixtec at Snanlsh Contact "
‘Handbook of Middle American Indians, Vol. 3, Part IT1, (Austln Texas
- University Press, 1965), p. 978. ‘

R
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Con51deratlon of a number of factors - facljltates an explana-
tlon of the morphology of the characterlstlc settlcment patterns of the
Mixteca Alta The tendency to congregate around a centre reflects the
communal splrlt of ertec culture for although communlty allotments.

'lwere probably farmed on an-: 1nd1V1dual famlly/basls such: tasks as the
. :{0
clearlng of vcgetrtlon and the excavatlon and malntenance of 1rr1gatlon
/.
canalo requlred an organised, co- operatlve effort, a nucleated communi-~-

Ly therefore made easieéer the co—ordlnatlon of people for varlous

L .
collectlve projects. 3 In addition, defence and brotectlon must have

v

also bcen foremost in mind, particularly during the instabilities of

the Post Classic perlod when 1nter valley warfare vas W1despread and

f
| \

fthc Mixteca Al ‘as a whole vas threatened by the expan31on and encroach—_
. AN

.ment of thefpowerful Culhua Mex1ca south from the Valley of Mex1co
Populatlon duxlng the early Yéars of the 31xteenth century
'_was therefore concentrated in dlsperoed clusters prlncrpally for

reasons'of cOmmunLty co-ordination and protection. A conaplcuous

two distinctive landholding units, one. for the use, of the commoners and
Lhe other for the use of Derlleged rullng llneapes.; Such‘a division in
the fundamental material possession of Mixtec soclety 51mply reflected

:the very real d1V151on that ex1sted within that s001ety

P - 338Dores, Mlxtem Ilnr\, oD. » DD. llO 173

M S

‘ Bhw. Sanders and B Price, Ne>oam/rlca - The. Fvolutlon of &
Clv1117atlon, (New York: Random House, 19685, D. 176
- . . /’// . ) . .

e L
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The Social Scene

Mixtec soc1ety durlng late pre- Hlspanlc times was lelded 1nto

two broad social classes the noblllty and the commoners, each of whlch

9 AN
housed numerout~ sub grouns 3 The noblllty was comprlsed of two groups,

ca01oues -and prjnc1na1es, whlle at least flve groups can be dlstlngulshed

v

w1th1n the commoners, namely artlsans, carpadores, macehuales, mayeques, -

and slaves. In adaitron,two groups of influence pervaded soc1ety, the

) _ . . R
priesthood -and commercially~or1ented merchants and trader: '
- \ .
A cac1gue was the heredltary ruler of an enti- somm:nity \\\$§\;

2

and, as such, vas a very pr1v1leged 1nd1v1dual hav1ng the rlght Zo

exact a personal levy cof ribute from hlS communlty, as well as belng

" a wealthy landholder. R .dce 1n the cabecera with his famlly an&

"relatiVes, the caci ‘ue and hlS 1mmed1ate kln constltuted a powerful ruling

caste who lived off the toil and output of ‘the commonets. Thf uthority

: ofvthe ca c1oues of. 1anhu1tlan36 was attested by a number of" older Deople

D.-Fyend Smith, op. cit., p. 63 and p 80

queotloned by the Spanaards about life'in. the Mlxteca Alta before the -

conquest:
the witness[es] stated. that in the time of the
infidelity of the Indians, the natlves of this pueblo
of Yanhuitlan and its Jubgects recognised their caciques
"and seliores in every way and served and respected. them
in everjthlnv, providing them with personal serv1ces,
" working fieélds for the sustenance of ;their houses, and
. gave them great gquantities of clothlng, precious stcnes,
precious feathers from, Guatemala ‘fowl, and all that they

o
v +

35Cook and Borah op. eit-,Ap 13.

) 36 Yanhultlan is’ derlved from the Nahuatl "YancuLtlan thch

means "new place". Tts Mixteco name, Yodzo Cahi, means "wide plain".
For fuller discus ssion see José CGorbea Trueba, Yanhu' 1n, ‘a publication’

of the Instltuto Nacional de Antropologla e Hlstorle,-YﬁéXlCO, 1962)

v N
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asked and commdnded as <nnoro° absolutos of the said puchlo

and its province, wdtil the ary rival of the Spaniards.37
< .

‘Pfincinales, who constit&ted the majority of the noblljty,
werg a looser ellte whose maJor role was the admlnlstratlon of govern-

ment and the malntenance of law ano order among the communlty 38 As

officials, they received th01r 3 pointments and assignments from the@,,‘\Q
cacique and °re required to sdpervise affairs either in a barrio of .w/
: - - A : ’ T Ny

'_the cdbecera of in a sujeto in the coﬁnﬁryside 39 . Their dutles alaﬁﬂ\

1ncluded the collection of tribute and the organlsatlon of the: cckm ners

v

for  community projects, such as land clearance, canal constrqu%on and

a \\ ‘

’ ' o . ..
rehabilitation, and militaryﬂderv1ce.§9 Like the caciaue, principales

were exempt . from a tribﬁtary lévy and were supported‘by the energies

of the commoners, rece1v1ng serv1ces food “and other commodities

~

elter as &ﬂreward for executwng communlty functlons or from thelr

e
private es_tates.“1

o . . :
Together, therefore, Cd01oues and Drlnonnales constltuted

o

‘the dominant social angd polltlcal forces operatlve w1th1n Mlxtec
éommuniti§57A As the noblllty, they werp clearly set @part from the
"r@malnder of scciety, and malntalned their pr1v1legcs by adhering to

rlgld patterns of lineal descent Moreovor, strong klnahlp tles

~existed w1thin the noolllty ”chh in some cases reachnd beJond the

'n,_) .

.

Taken from a sixteenth century legal document housed yin the
Arcnlvo General de la Nacidn, Mexico. Clty; and 01ted in Spores, Mlxtcc
- Kings, op. cit., p. 157. -

B 38 . V~ w"‘ . i

Cook and Borah, op. cit., p. 1b.

2
o

39830res, Mixtoc hvnos, op. cit., p. 9k,

- : OSpofés, Mixtec Kings,‘gﬂ, cit., p. 9%; S @.

Yo, —_—

thook and Borah, op. cit., p. 1k.

(03]
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boundaries of one community into another adjacent to it. In this way
. P .
':Qr . 8
- the status quo was firmly preserved from generation to generation and
2t i Jguo

llfe in 1he communltles of the Mlxteca Alta domlnatod, without inter—

o

‘rUptlon, by poWerful ruling 'neages. ‘ ‘ o ‘ W

The bulk of.the Commoners was comorlsed of macehual , free~

)“} ) a
‘men who were entitled, to the rlght to farm an 1nd1V1dual allotment of
) Y .
communlty land in return for a variety of services and' trlbute 3 Much
of the Droductlvc capac1ty of this group was channeled into the maln—

[ 2 .
tenance of the nobility and the prleothood and &s'commoners they were
“ubJect to-restrictions pertalnlng.to certaln-aepecﬁs of clothing, and
diet; a macehual; for example, was permitted to eat meat only on

NG
certain occasions,‘such as a rellglous festival or the marriage of a

~ hh | ‘ . C"

member of the noblllty
Aiéo‘holding "freeman' otatus vere guilds of ~.“isans and
craftsmen whose Skllls Were once more exolowte( nd enjoyed by the
nobillbj.and the priesthood.' The hlgh quallty and. elegance of Mlxtec
o craftworP was rcnowned throughout Moooamerlca during 1ate Post Cla831c
'[tlmes the Mex1can archaeoloclst Alfoneo Caso has halled the Mlxtec
achievament 1n the flne azts as’ outSuandlng by any standards
It may be sald wiithout exagﬂeratlon that the Egyptlans,'
“the Sumerlars, the Greeks, the & uruscans, and -the Romans’
all:failed to achieve the borfoctlon of workmanship which
_scbaracterlsed the Mixtec goldsmiths. We must -go to
- Renailssance Europe to find artists comparable to them.

The Spanish chroniclers of the "sixteenth centlry speak
with ama/ement of the technical skill shown by the

Jhe

Spores, Miltec Kings, op. cit., pp. 131-15k,

Ll3éook and Eorahgngg, cit., p. 1h. | N

hhs Meo e - L
-Spores, "Spanish Contact," op. cit., p. 967.



Indian goldsmiths. ’ When their Droducts appeared in Furope,
the best goldsmiths were surprised to discover some pieces
which thcy did not know how to make, 5

’ Besides the working of gold, high ouallty craftamanahlp was

also achleved in the worklng of silver, Jade, alabaster, wbod, and in

the field of pottery Vzuel’ Covarrubias,neatly summarises the aesthetic
: AT .
and artlstlc achievement of the Mixtec: - f ’
In the applied arts the Mlxteco were master craftsmen; they
created the finest style of decorative pottery - the Cholula
polychrome; produced the most spectacular ornaments of gold,
the finest gems of Jjade, crystal, turouoise, and so forth.
In general it can be said that they were llttle'concerned'
with monumental art, but concentrated on the decorative and
precious, with an emnha51s on highly developed techniques
.and fine craftsmanshlp o //

Mavegues constituted a'gfoup of unfree commbners who wérked
on the-laﬁdo and ih the homes’ of the noblllty and were entlrely subor-
:dlnate to either a.cac1oue or Dr1n01nal Belng of serf—like status and
'hav1ng few 1f any,‘01v1l rights, maxeoues,‘unllke macenuales, viere not
entltled to a tract of communlty land and were thercfore wholly at the

bt

merey - of +helr masters "No formal trlbute lmvy wvas placed on them as

~

‘ p. 28, Unfortunatelj, few piecés of Mixtee
goldwork hav~ urv1ved~;rfvheaneognt day, owing chiefly -to the" 1nsat1able
Svanish decire for bullioa whion wa c ¢e$1un51ble for the melting down of. -
most gold obJjects sand: orné?ents durlng the sixteenth century. Caso's
excavation of Tomb 7 of lonte Alban, bowever has ensured that at.leacgt
‘'some examples of Mixtec Foldwork will surv1ve as works of art. Thig

tomb, excavated in 1932, was found to contain a wealth of objects made

-of materlals con51dered precious by the people of Mesoamerica: gold and
silver, in the form of necklaces, pectorals, rings and oracelets,
turqu01se, pearl, mother of pearl, Jadc, conper, elabaster or tecali,
amber; jet, rock crystal, . ob51d1an, and the decorated boned of humans,
Jarwqrs,‘and cagles. This beautiful Cﬁ]lecblon 35 d1°plaved in the

Museo del Estado -in ‘the Ig1e51a de Santo Dorlﬂvo 1n Oaxaca City.

, AGM. Cowerrublas Indian Art of ”@Xlro and Cerfral Amerlca,
(New York: A. Knopr, 15,*), pp. 310- 311 B :

5Caso, op. 01t 5

_—

h70001{ and Bor;hg op. cit., p.vlS.
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they cre essentlally a %erv1lc claos whose labour and eﬁfort were.
solely for the beneflt of the noblllty 1n any . case. Ekemption fnom
tribute also applled to a noble's slaves, who.Shared‘with the maiegues
“an Enfree and menial status at’ the base of society.

Also present'and functlonal w1t%1n soc1ety were two extremely ~:
‘1mDortant groups of 1nfluence - the prlesthood and merchants Invsuch
a profoundly religious socliety aS’that of the Mixtec, icbyas inevitable_"
thet the nrleetnood should come to command an offic .- great pcwer end

prestige. Contnolllng not only pa 50T worShin th"functioning

also as a source of . consultation = orrltlon for thc noblllty, the
priesthood was revwarded for its sé. 5 w1th the perllege of rece1v1ng
tribute from the "commoners. Mixtec riests, called taXsaauingere keen

astronomers, and in conjunction wi the best artlsts wvere respon81ble

for the creation of picture manuscrlpts concernlng the hlstory of thelr--“
La
',people 8

Another- Very lnfluentlal factlon Were the merchants vho'

controlled the trade and commerce of communltles Long dlstance trade

was . an *1ally lucratlve concern w1th merchants belng 1nstrumental

B
!

Six of these picture manuscrlnts, known ' as the Mixtec
codlces, have mlraculouCIy st ~vived. TFach cedex is.made of a series of

‘folded leather strips upc- 'h are painted coloured figures and
hlerOUlVDthS which tell history of the ma ajor Mixtec Penealogles
One codex, known as.<the ¢ codex, provides a continuous penealoglcal

history covering 762 years, om 79h A.D. until 1556. According to
~Alfonso Caso, who has spent many years 1nternret1ng their content,. .the
codices "served as frameworks to remind the man reciting a hlstory'af ]
‘the names of the personages depicted, their birth dates, thein weddlngs,
or their deaths as well as the dates of thelr conquests, the ddtes on
swhich they had carried out. the ceremonies that consecrated -them as
lords or Tecnhtli, or the dates when they became the- rTulers of their .
people." (£. Caso, Interprétacion del Codlce Selden 3135 (A2), Socie-
dad Mexicana de Antropologia, Mexico, 196k, Pp. 68:) The codlces also
recorded klnuhlb groupings, allia nces, and the names of communltles
conquered during warfare.



in organising groups of eargadores to transport goods from oe part of
the Mixteca to another; frequently, an assignment would take the carga~—
dores outslde the MleGC& and into other parts of Mesoamerlca Carga—

. : S
«dores were professional human carriers who covered . hundreds of miles

X

:distributing\wares which they carried on their backs throughout Oaxaca

and were responsible for the carriage of various commodltles,‘such as
o v

:cotton from Jalapa and NeJapa, and’ salt .metals, precious stones, feathers,
flsh, and anlmal skins fror,lehuantepec h9 The merchants who organised

1nter—valley and dong-distance trade 1n the Mlxteca Drobably eonstltuted

¥ -

a small but affluent sec1al group in. much .the same way as the rohteca

o
or oztomeca did in Mexica soc1ety 5 @
Mlxtec 5001etv on the eve of the Spanlsh Conquest was thus

‘made up of a mosaic of groups of dlfferlng status, each with thelr own

\
v

destlnles, roles to peeform, and duties to carry out. Soc1ety was

broadly d1v1ded 1nto two classes, the noblllty and the ‘commoners \esch ’

E'of which 1nternally qgcomodated dlfferlng sub~groups Also present and
fic151ng an 1nfluence in the affairs of the communities were the
prlesthood and merchants The noblllty and the priesthood were essen-
‘tlally privileged soc1al groups and vere malntalned by the labour ‘of the\
ihdcommoners, a relatlon th whlch owed much to the productlvlty of agrl— v

—. . . N

'nculture,.

o

Agriculture and Land'Utilisation'

/.

”n‘ £ The dense;J£Elley—basedepopula€ion of the Mixteca Alta'was.

9Soores ”Sﬁanish Contact ™ op. c1t,, Dp. 967 968,

' %, wolf sOna of the qheklnp Earth, (Chicago: University of
‘ Ch1cago Press,,l959) D, 63 .

hOﬂ



supported in the late pre-Hispanic period by a diversified and well-
'developed agriculture. A large number of domcsticated plants were

raised u51ng several agricultural techniques developed either within

o

the reglon or a531milated from peripheral areas with- which contact had

long been established, such as the Puebla—Cholula region, the Tehuacan
Valley, or the Valley of Oaxaca. 5% Through tne steadily increasing
eff1c1ency of agriculture, characteristic of the Late Pormative period
onwards,‘food surpluses were produced, freeing some members of thet

‘community from‘this fundamental task and enabling’them to pursue other
. 4
flelds of 1nterest for the ultimate beneflt and advancement of society

V’as a whole. In the words of “Eric Wolf

A society which can divert some of. its members from the
‘food quest into full-time spvecialisation can at the same
time free skills and knowledge from the narrow.confines of
the 1nd§v1dual household and- speed their development into
‘a multitude of crafts and occupdations.... . Surpluses- zre...
more chendable and need no longer be ploughed back to meet
. needs of elementary subsistence; cultivation and its yiélds
seem more assured. It was thus possible for groups of men
to develop a lien on the disposal of that surplus, to employ
it for ends which transcended subsistence. If it is true
that man does not live by bread alone, he must first attend
to gaining the daily bread that keeps him alive. Yet no _
human society restricts its purposes to the. pursuit of the
food guest; as soon as this basic need is met, it raises
its sights and strives to transcend 1ts e@yth%oumd ’
limitations, :

Agriculture therefore, formed the cornerstone of the emergent

Mixtec ‘culture and was the foundation upon whlch the pr@ﬁperlty and
development of llfe throughout all Mesaamerica was essentially based
’Permanent agricui%ure was centred around- the cultivation of malze,

" beans, and squash, a combina%lon referred to by Wolf as "theuTrinity of

Slovores ; "NochixtTdn," op. cit., p. 559 and pp. 567-568.
-

E. . Wolf, op. cit., p. 19 and'p;a69.

1;.1



Lo
the American Indiad".ga ”Yieldiﬁg a fairly well—balanfédldiet this
staple plant trilovy,through centuries of cultlvatlom developed in the
ﬁfw Mixteca Alta, as elsewhere throughout Mesoamerlca, a symblq%lc relation—
shlp in which. the maize stalk served as a support for the cllmblng bean
.whlle squashes occupled the space and soil below Supplementing the

dlet were Chlle peppers, tomatoes, a variety of fruits and herbs, and

maguey, the last—mentloned being a multl—purpose plant suited. to
cultlvatlon in less prodictive: upland areas, and used either for its
_ fibre orjfor the preparatlon of the drlnk, pulgue. Meat»consumption

was low and was conflned malnly to the noblllty, there"being few

\

domestlc anlmal in the agricultural economy .

”

According to field studles_undegtaken by Sherburne Cook 1n7-

env1ronmental niches. Wllllam Sanders and Barbara Prlce have correlated

ical types and Asystems of cultlvatlon for,numerous culture

G .
RIS

‘Mesocamerica, and their correlations establlsh two baslc

NE AT .‘3;-:;";" P

agﬁg?ult ral systems for the. communltles of the Mlxteca Alta flrstly,
burn farmlng, on the steep broken terraln of the

er slopes, and se'ondly, varylng forms of 1nf1eld—outf1eld farmlng

; ort il lands of valley floors. 55
K. cit., ppr 19 and 69. R
5118 . 011 Frosion ang Population in Central Mexico, -

Ibero~ Amerlcsna Bxrigley and 1os Angeles: Unlver51ty of Ca llforf
nia Press, 1949), pp. 2-2 '

» cit., pp. 101- 105, and 1h5 151 _
50 suggest this two-fold lelslon of-
re- Hlspanlc tlmes.~ L

SLSSaLnders and Price;
Cook aud Borah, op. cit.,-p. 9
agrlculture for the region durfng
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Swidden agriculture entailed the clearing of vegetation by

fire tovards the end of the dry seasoﬁ and, cultlvatlng the area burned

untll dlmlnlshlng crop ylelds were experienced. VWhen this stage was

reached, fields were abandoned for perhaps eight to'twenty'years and

other plots in the surrounding area opened up for exploitation in a

A

similar,fashion. In thls way a snlftlng pattern of agrlculture was

teotabllshed on the less manageable upper hill : slopes 1nvolv1ng the

contlnual relocatlon of the area of cultlvatlon ' e

Infield~out€1eld vas -a much‘more 1nten51ve agrlcultural
system, 1ncorporat1ng tﬁe permznent cultlvatlon of favoured and fertile
erea\ of land in conjunction w1th the sooradlc farmlng of a less—produc-
tive and unw1eldy hlnterland In the Zapotec communities of the Vallevv
ovaaxaca the zone of 1nf1eld was developed on areas of high water

]

table and alluv1al soils, whilé the &dJaCLnt hill slopes, with their
B2

: 1ncrea¢ed susceptlblllty to er051on and hlgher probablllty of experlenc1ng

frosts, conatltuted the outfleld Areas of infield in the Mlxteca Alta

were located similarly on valley floozs and were 1rr1gated bylwater

drawn: from .canal netvorks runnlng from h11131de0 down,on to‘the velley

56

bottom.”: ,.,V ‘ o - e

)

: The'evgntilcanCe of 1rr1gatlon in the cultural development of

the various peoplee of" Mesommerlca hac long been’recognised. In the

words of Sanders and Price:

.'1rr10atlon was widespread in Mesoamerlca at the time
of 'the Spanish Conguest, dates back to at least the Late .
and Termlnal Pormatlve phases and was of conSLderable

)

Cook and.Borah, op. cit., p. 9.
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demographic and, derivatively, of political and economic
importance.5T =~ /A C

v

Unlike the»Zathec of the Valley of Oaxaca, the Indians of

Y a

, the Mixteca Alta appear not to have pfactised riego a brazo, or pot-

irrigation, but the teéhnique of canal irrigation was known to them and

58

was extensively applied. Under ﬁhis system, water was dfverted from:
: o i : _ ‘ o .
streams inio a network of. canals and carried down to the communities

located on piedmont cpurs, where a." ster-canal distributed water to
. _ ' o .
the surrounding fields. ~The practice of canal irrigation was a major
- factor behind the agricultural productivity of the communities of the %
, > _ A HH v

Mixﬁeca.A{ta, and indeed of all Mesoamerica.
Terrécing wés another agriculfﬁfal technique known and

applied by farmers in order/ﬁo eke as ﬁ;éhlfood-as possible from steeély

sloping\apd brpken ﬁérfain. Aimed at ﬁrevegfing e;osio; and the free

runoff of-rainwater, terraCf' were“baéicaljv féténtion devices‘éonétruc—

ted either of stone or agave hedges which, dhce'laid along the contour

of a hillside, held back the soil and reduced the angle of the slope.

o7

. ! . ‘ ' e
Sanders and Price, op. cit., p. 1L9. Trrigation and its

social, economic and political implications are also discusseg;in Wolf,
on. c¢it., pp. T6-78, S C g
. . 4 S . s o1,
58.. .

. : . 3. :
Indian and Mestizo farmers in the Valley of O@xacaﬂ§§9%his;;*
day still practise riego a brazo. In pre-Hispanic bimes,:'the agpas &
watered by'#his system of irrigation were located predgiinantly where the . .,
vater teble lay near the surface of the valley floor.‘LRiégo a brazc en~
tailed the digeging of sewveral shallow wells in areas under ¢ultivation, water
‘being drawn in pots and voured at the bottom of various plants growing
around the wells. Tapping the water supoly which lay one to three metres
below ground level, this method” 6f manual irrigation enabled communities
» 1n the Valley of Oaxaca to frequently reap two or three harvests a year. ., .
Ri=go a brazo was thus an extremely intensive and productive system and fgaj):
coutributed much to the creation of a food surplus. in the Zapotec state.
A similar system of irrigation was carried out in the Valley of ’
Teotihuacan. See ®lannery, et ali, op.-cit,, po. 450-L451, and Sanders
~and Price, op. cit., p. 148, ' ‘ ' '




As a . mothod of- J)ll conscrvation, “terracing was an effectiwe and worth-

while practice of particular utillty in deeply dissected uppcr slopes.

o
The technique of lama—bordo terrac1ng was extens1vely

v

-employed in the Mlxteca Alta and was a dec151vc factor in supportlng oL

the dense popul: * ‘non of thc region durlng late pre-Hispanic tlmes

. Lama- bordo terrac1r* 1nvochd the constructlon of stone and rubble dykes
_across stream beds durlnCr the perlod of:heavy summer runoff in order o

trap water and erodlng 501ls as they moved from upper slopes down toward“

tbe'valley floors. Dykes varied between one to four metres ‘in helght
and ten to two hundred metres 1n length and created plots of: cultivable
lend ranging from a few, hundred square feet to- teu hectares. >9 .The
lama—bordo‘system|is Sulll.used today, for in two or three years there
is a sufficient accumulatlon of soil behlnd djkes to support a gglpg
(See Piate b4.) ’ |

| In the Valley of Nochvfthn fertile black < dark brown sorls
overli. a laver of tepetate whlch in. tUlH rests upon the red clays of

the Yanhultlan depOolto. -nce the t_ack or dark brown 501ls from *“he

upper lopes had been removed: through utlllsatlon or’ er051on the

léms—bordo-terrace,system could be malntained only by ~utting down

throu*h the tcpetate layer to the fertlle clays of the Yanhultlan beds,,

S0 that they would wash down and accumulate behind the dykes The % ”_'

implicstioﬁs of.this procedure are outllned by Ronald Spores:
' » o
- Once an initial experiment or accident of this sort had
occurred, the predictable sequence must have been clear
to every farmer in the Valley. Gullying cut back the .
red Yanhwitlan beds, progressively undercuttlnv the
‘caliche layer upslope. ~Below the gulllcd area, farmers

Q2

598pofes',' "Nochixt14n," op. cit., p. 563.

bs



Plate b Lama—bordc terrace supporting a
crop of maize near Yanhuitlin.

)
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could trav and farm the red £0il which was washing down and

crecate new farmland.: Level ang well-watered farm plots -

could thereby be produged in areas that had previously. been

considered unsuitable: for agriculture, and local productivity
 vas dubstantially increased. A ' '

The conclusion which must be drawn is that the
 5Hi§a3ﬁeTousverosion so apparent in the Nochixtldn Valley
,“ftqd'y-vas not ‘simply the result of.deforestdﬁﬁbn, intem-
Joberate grazing, or agriculture that followed £he Spanish
*53@quuest, butl that it was in large pdrt inten%ignally

induced ang ericouraged by breé-Hispanic. Mixtec- farmers who 60

- wanted to -expand gnd'improve the lama-bordo Yerrace system. -
; ‘ B — v :

N

An importaﬁt'commerciai product of the lands of the Mixteca

- Alta was the dyestuf? coéhineal; derived from the -dried bodies of the

tiny insect'COCcﬁs cacti which bred on the leaves ahd jbinté of the

nopal céctﬁs~(bptqnia”coccehelliféra). The collection of mature

A . . . d PR .
insects was g slow, laborious. task as the insects weére of miniscule
. ‘ y . - Vel

‘ . o ) : e~ .
size and some 25,000 needed to’' be gathered to make a singlér/pound.6l

After drying, grana was.forﬁed,havdyestuff which was highly vélued

by the Indians of all Mesoamerica.

Cochineal was used extensively in inter-regional trade and

" was employed bylMixtec craftsmen to colour various textiles,lyoods, and

stone; artist. » used the dye to obtain“briliiéﬁf purple, scarlet

: & s 4
- ¥he tributé® records of the Culhua Mexica attest to
Z,i A C : - )

the significance of grana im.ﬁhe fégion, both'Coixtlahuaca@and Tlaxiaco

. : 62
and crimson hues.

OSpores, "Nochﬁxtlép," op. cit., p. 563.
o -6lR. L. Lee, " 21l Production and Trade 'in New Spain/;o
160" The Americas, Vol. .ou8), p. bsi, - - DR R

: L) T R : : e

oo "Cochineal appears to have enjoyed multiple usage in highland = 3§

Mesoamerica. Apart from the above-mentioned uses, it was utilised by
- women as a cosmetic with which to paint their nands, bredsts, and necks,
~and when made into a lotion with burnt incense was applied as a

Y

beautifying agent. or their faces. Prostitutes are reputed to have been
in the habit of staining their teeth a lurid cochineal red. , See Lee,
op- cit., p. L5z, - . S _
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prov1d1nrr the dyestuff as® vart of tqc1r trlbutary 1cvy to Tenochtitlén.§3

P

The _communi® vy of Nochixtldn .sas IamOuo for its prana output and it was‘

ek
for the productlon of cochlneal that the communlty derived its name. 6

Polltlcs Trade and Pooulatlon

In the early s1xteenth century the people of the: Mlxteca Alta
v -
were organlsed polltlcally into- many small klngdoms, each of which was

controlled by powerful rullng llneages vhlfw in every sense, domlnated

the social and economic as well “&s “the polltlcal life of the Mlxteca _

ey

s o SN N
Alta. 65 Within e%eh klndgom“uere & number ofTQommunltaes, ranglngwln """

size from?tyo or threedhundreqﬂto severgl.thousand'jnhebitéﬂts, with “.
o ‘ o C 66 67
only a lew ‘of the blgger communltles such as Tlax1aco, Teposcolula,

’COWthahuaca,68 and Yanhultlan suoortlng DODUlltlono of aroupd ten

63R H. Barlow The Extent of the Fmpire of the Culhua Mexica, .

¢ Ibero-Americana: 28, (Berkeley and Los Angeles University of Callfor—
. nia Press, 1949), pp. 112-118. .

hNochlxtlan is Nahuatl for- Dlace of cochineal” (Nahuatl

ﬂOCthCll [cochlneel and tlan [th place of] See Caye ano Esteva,‘
Op. cit., p. 2hk.  The Mixtech name for, Nochlxtlan is Atoco which .
means "at the place of the nopel cactus" . See Smith, ov. cit., p. 81,
P LT 65B Dahlgren de Joragﬁ‘ "L wlxteca - Su Cultura E Hlstorla ¢
Pre- Hlsranlca (Mex1co 1966), pp. 127—161 C
. 66Tlaxwaco is a corruotwon OL the Nahuqtl mlaohoulauco whr@h
means "place of the ball court ovicide of the town". The Mixteco name -
for Tlaxiaco is Naisi Nuu. which is best translated ag clearly seen" or
"the good v1ew” For further dlscus51on, see Smith, op. cit., pp. 59 60

S 7Teooscolula is referred to in Mlxteco as Yucu Ndaa whlch
means’ 'hlll of the maguey cactus” See Smlth _n. eit. . bo.

8C01xtlahuaca 1 Nahuatl for olaln of the serpent", -;Its
' Mlxteco nam& Yodwzo Coo, means exactly the same. - See Smith, op. cit.,



- thousands. 9 Bach kingdom, therefores con81sted of ‘a larger cerehonjal

and administrative centre, the cahecera, around. which were scattered a ~

»
QU v

myriad of lbwer—order.settlements of dependent status.' Populatlc
consequently, was dlspersed throughout the terrltory of each ko
and tended not to agglomerate ma551vely in one Dartjcular locatlor.

‘With thls type of Dopulatlon dlstrlbutlon no single settlement could be

percelved as’ belng a truly urban’ entlty such as Teotlhuacan, Tenochtlt—
1&n, or Monte Alban; rather, the kingdoms of the Mixteca Alta resembled'

in size, charactgr, and -morphology the "city-states" of ancient Greece

or Italy [N . : i - o L PR

Although they shared many cultural attrlbutes such as lan"uu"c,

rellglon and a belief. in legends whlch told of a common orlgln Mlxtec.
h;ngdoms remalned polltlcally 1ndebendcnt ofveach other Alliances

Aand treatles were forged frombtlme to tlme, partlcularly if two or -
more hlngdoms vere threatened by the same external aggressor, but most
were short—llved. Indeed, nelghbourlnrr klngdoms vere. Just as llhely to -
b waging warru: n each other than to be’ 1n*a state of truce or alllance-71

:It vas in this 10ot important pOllth<l sense that the Mlxtec dlffered

 from the«éaootcc of the Valley of Oaxaca;_the Zapotec communltles had»a '

&

b d N
!

698bores, Mixtec Kings, op.. cit., p. 101.- o

, 7OThls analogy. is dlscussed in some- detall ln Cook and Borah
op. cit. 5 .- 11. The thes1s which holds that although the Mlxtec people.
achleved a high level ar cultural. development in many fields of the arts
and sc1ence, thef did not attain an advanced form of urban life is a
- eontention of Ronald. Snore° See Mixtec Kings, op. Eiﬁra p. 8 and

‘Chapter IV, and ”Wochlxtlan, op. cit., p. 568 o ‘ '

_ 71Caso, The Mixted ahd Zapotec Cultures , op. cit., p. 22,
. An 1nterest1ng dlscu551on of warfare in the ”1xteca durlng pre- colonlal
times is contained in Dahlgren, op. c1t 3 pp 163-189..




« long tradition of political unity nover attained by their Mixtec
T2 - - v :

counterparts.

Mixtec kingdoms developed principally in Valléy pockets. @

o

galned hegemony over lando in c]o e proxlmlty 3 Intire valleys

constituted the'kingdoms of.Tlaxiabo,fAchuitla Teposcolula and

-

. L : )
Teozacoalco, with some control belng exercised over neighbouring

vaileys. ’cher kingdoms oharcd\\&1lrys. In thls way the Valley of

. 3 .
| : 3 »
Nochixtlan, the largest in thc entire ”1xteca Alta, was divided between

" the prosperous kingdom of Yanhuitlin and the.less—influential kingdom
of Nochixtldn, vwitn the former having control over mos .- “he land in

S . 7 '
the: valley floor) while the \atter held the more brokon roothill country

?o the ndrfh and eaét;TS Slmllarly, the 1ong, sinuous, fertile valley
ofVTamﬁzulapan waéydiviagd between the kingdom of Tamazﬁlapan, which .
.conthlled the northe;n.end,'and the;kingdom of Tejunan,76 wHich éxerted
control over the éouthern end. i

At the tlme of“the Spanish Conounst in the cquy 1520s, xgst”’ 
of the llngdoms of the Hlytccq Alt wvere part of the great tributary:

empire of the Culhua Yexica. The;lords and‘wealthy merchants of

'7“Caso, "The Mixtec ‘and Zapotec Cultures," oo. citi, p: 22.
n'v .v ’ 73 » . E .....
a r‘ool’ and Eordh on. cit., p. 11. i .
—— —— . i
7&, ) : . . e s [N h~'v oo .
e , Tcornacoalco is referred to in Mixteco as Chiyo Ca'nu, which
means "large platform”.  See Emith, 6p. ¢it., p. 80. P '
S T5 ' L . R
Cook and Borah, op. cit., p. 12. ~
, 76

_ The Mixteco.name for Tejupan is Tuu M'aa, which meaws-
"blue town". See Smith, op. cit., p. 80. .

¢ . . .
Bl 4 4
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Tenochtitlan,, fhe'lakeQbéund,stronghold of the Mo:icx{YY had 1ong_

locked on the prosperous Mixtee kingdoms with the intent of one day
incbrporating them into the great empire. The firgt major Mexica. -
oifcnolve was against the Mixtec: llngdom of Tlaxiaco, which fell to the

f‘orr‘cu of Tenochtltlan in thS 78 After thls succegsful military
~Venture, the JGXLca then turned to the richest. market kingdom of the

Mixtecs Alta - Coixtlahuaca.
) o .

The economic;prosperif” of Coixtl huaca was rooted in its
e ec MG PTOSD! -

function ds a highland'entrepf ur,thé land of the Panaloapan River

e

to the east. Over the mountains I ‘om the countrv°ide watered by the

mlghty Pamaloanan came’ Fol s quetzal feathers be]ts, rubber balls, and

. /
cacao the bfwns of vhlch jwere uqed to propare a bevezage drunt by the

nob111ty, chocolatl and Whlch al o'oe rved as ‘a medium of ey haize.79
The cacigue of C01xt1ahq;ca in the mid- flfte@nth centuvy va ‘onzl,--

--who had tradltlonally DJ%mltted Mexica merchant caravans unhir -~ ce”
d

passage through his kinv om en route to Tenocntltlan With the fell of
| . . /

TIaxiacop the suonlc1oup Atonal believed the caravans to be reconalssance
expeditions sent out b/ the‘hexlca as a Drelude to a mllltary offen51ve,

and. the Mlxtec ruler rf‘ponded by orderlnf7 the mussacre of all such

( 3 - c

l .
.mercanullo grouns locqtod within his terrltory. Once the news of =

YTLHOCht1 tlédn is Nahuatl for "nla ce of the tenocchtli cactus!” l
© This pzapd c1LV was - -referred to by the Mixtee as Juu Co' ¥o which means .
"the town of the qu"h grass'. See B. C. B*undﬁge, A Rain of Darts - |
The Mexica Arteces, (Austin: Unlver 5ity of Texas Press, 19(2) pp. 33- [
34, and Smith, on. cit., p. 81. .

PRt

B
8Brundage,-9é,'cit., . lSOf

QBrundag on. cit., p. 150. On the uses® of cacao bJ the
peonle. of Wncoam>“1gi see J. F. Bergmann, "The Dis tribution of Cacao
Cultivation in Pre-Columbian: America," Annals of the Association of
Ame - oan fnoN*ﬁnhPrs, Vol. 59, (~769),Mppi 85-96. "
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~declared war.

,MeX1ca had q1rtady e

qforcés dﬁd Jere detcrmine

o, : finr

Atonal's actions reached Tenoct:tit1édn, an cnraged Moctesuma -immediately
80 . .

7 It
Ll

i
The. first attack of th& MDXlCQ on C01xtlahuaca ended in their

resoundinv defeat,‘something of a4 new experiencefto a- people who believed

themselves to befinVinCJble After a two year recess during which forces

- Were reorganésed und new-strategies dGVloOd Moctezuma mounted another

Y

offensuveo A massive ﬂrmj being assembled for the second campaign The

ed their first defeat at the hands of Atpnal’

to re- assert their inVinCibility and regain

J

o

[

;io*t prestige u,For the sécond encounter COixtlahuaca received military

'assistance fiomythe powerful c1ty states of Tlaxcals and Huexot21nco,

but the onslaught of the HeXica was so . great that even this support
could not hold back Moctezuma 'S advanCing army. Coixtlahuaca'fell in- -
lh)R thL hrave Atonal was . assaSSinated, and the Mexica moved in to

tahe’control o? the trade and commerce pas51ng through this rich and
fruitful highland territory

e ’ .Thewfall of'Coixtlahuaca,‘whibh hobert Barlow-has deseribed
ghe‘pmeat events of the fifteenth centurv 81 opened the way

3 7, P
‘iﬁthe evpans1on of the Empire of g;Z Culhua- Mex1ca into the lands of

\
the Gulf Coast When word of Atonal s defeat reached the communities
of the Papeloap n east of 001xt1ahuaca, they sent'forth dignitaries to‘
I
pay homave to Mbctezuma and to render themselves tributary to

Tenochtitlan. One 'such community was‘iochtepec, which soon develooed

into~one_of.th— most active markets of the entire Mexica Empire. - Under

OD /lgren, op. cit., p. 59.
81

| -

Barlow, op. cit., p: 11bL.

I <
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Mexica hegemony, Coixtlahuaca functioned as & commerrial intermediary,
F]

pas 1ng on the” productu of  Tochtepec. and the Fast to the lords and d -

QF'\!_.'.-’ [t

82 ‘ '
priests of the Valley of Mox1co One of Noctezuma s succes sors,
Tizoc, who ruled Tenochtltlan.from 1481 until 1486, was respons1ble
for»further extendlng Mexlca trlbutary Jur13d1ct1on over the Mixteca

Alta by rendering the kwngdom of Yanhultlan subservient after much~
83 S -

Mixtec resistance.
The pattern of Mexica domination,. however, was by no means

contjnuously effective or unhampered, but was rather broken and -
P

1nterrunted In the course of thelr drlve tovards establlshlng a “
ast trlbutary emplre, the Mex1ca suf'fered perlodlc setbacks through

,numerous Mixtec uprlslngs arid rebelllons both C01xtlahuaca and

k1

Yﬂnhultlan for example, had to be reconquered after a successful .
counter-offeﬁsiye had.temporarlly removed «the trlbutary yoke'of«the

Mexlca.8 Even Tlax1aco, Wthh supported a 51zeab1e Nex1ca garrison,
mounted troublesome 1nsurrectlons. The most comolete subJugatlon of

the Alxteca Alta was accombllshed by Noctezuma the Younger “who ruled

9

8
Tenochtitlan from 1503 to 1520, 2 and who. ordered mllltary cd&ﬁ@%gns
I to be wvaged in the rtglon from lSOh to 1512, After thksﬁserles of

campaigns;the Mexica held not onlv the Mlxteca Alta, but also much of.

tbe Mlxtoca qua as well as the Vallev of Oaxagar86 The MlXtGC klnvdoms

82Brundage, QE,‘cit;, p. 151.
3Dahlgren, op. cit., b. 61.
Cook “and Dorah, op. cit., p. 19.

85Brundage, op. Cit-; p 337.

K

Cook and Borah, on 1t.,‘n..l9.



of'Tututépec;87 Putla,88 and ZacatepécBQ in tHe Mixteca de la .Costa,

ﬁhowevef, sucéesSfuliy resisted the ehcroachment of the Mexica, and
' . o ‘ 90

yielded only %o the Spaniards. _

The Mexica organised the Mixteca Altn into two tributary

pzov1nces onntred arcund rqulago and 001xtlahuaca both of vhlch are

_1lsted in Lhe imperial tribute recordo of the Mqtrlcula de Trlbutos

9
and the Codo» Nondoc1no 1u Tlaxiaco adm*nlstered the southern parts of

the Ml/teca Alta and had two sﬁb51d1qry trlbute colleéting centre§ at
Achuitla and Zanotlan This.pgovince éeht yearly to Téhochtitléh
twenty Vesqels of gold dust, five sacks of cochlneal four hundred
bunches of quetzal feathexs, one warrlor ‘s costume and ohleld, and
eigﬁt gdndred 1arge_mahtles, the lqsb—mentloned belng dlspatched in

two half- yearly ohlpments of four hundred. 92 , . -

601xt1a@uaca was the 1arger of the two provinces and

87Tutufonec is Nahuatl for . "hlll OI the bird". TIts Mixteco
name, Yucu Dzaa, mpans Pyactly the same. Sege umlth, op. cit., p. 38,
‘ 88 e

The name Putlu 1s derived from th@ Nahtatl pochtlidn which
means ''place of smoke' or "place of mists". Tts Mixteco name, Tu fluma,
also has this meaning. See Smlth, op. cit., p. 97, and Cayetano
CEsteva, on. cit., p. 293 '

zwcate 1s a yr s:—llke Dlant used. rrimarilk as f¢ £ or anlmals. See

o T

S 91’1“M Natr:cula de Trvbu'os was the ledﬁor ken% by the Culhua
Mexlca to record the amount of Lr{ﬁfte paid bj tﬁ -erl Uus provinces
under their gdmlnlstratlon 'The dex Mendocin REch aqﬁony of the
‘original tribute list made -in the l}TDB\Pﬂdcr¢ph® Qrdero of Vlceroy
Mendoza, after whom: the copy was ndmed. See Barléw, op. cit., pp. k-5,

Q - I . . :
’gBarlow, 923'c1t., p. 113.

3arlow, op. cit., p. 118, and Cook and Borah, op. cit., p' 0.

Sk
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administefed the northern parts of the Mixteca Alta. A densely-

settled and resoufceful province C01xtlahuaoa had eleven subsidiary

tribute collecting oentres, at Cuasimulco, Cocolan, Cuicatlén,

Mitlatongo, Nochixtlén,hTamazola, iamazulapan, Teposcolula TeJupan;

Xalteped, and Yanhuitién. The ‘tribute of thlS province is llsted {

below.

-

I

\
Ly

 YEARLY SHIPMENTS

2 warriors"' costumes togethcr with shields
2 strings of chalchiuites
800 bunches of ‘quetzaX¥ feathers
1 royal emblem called tlapllonl
L0 saeks or cochlneal
20 bowls of gold’ dust

HALF-YEARLY ,SHIPMENTS

400 bundles of qullted mantles, richly decorated
400 bundles of mantles,‘strlped red and whl%e ‘

- 400 bundles of b%&ck—and—wh1te~mantles )
400 bundles of loineloths

'hOO bundles of women' E blouses and- sk1rts93

. In addltlon to the above payments the conquered communltles

K

'wjre also rcqu1red to support Mcxlca éarrlsons and numerous offlclals

and administrators. Although the Mex1ca reblaced some Mixtec. lords

with others of MeXica orlcln or alleglance, the 1nterna1 admlnlstra—

tion and government of the Mixtec: klngdoms vas not dlsrupted Under

tne trlbutanr

Jurlsdlctlon of Tenochtltlan, conouered klngdoms retained

their traditional boundarles, ruling llneages, customs, and 1nst1tutlons

In the words of Ronald Spores.'

Despite the Texlcan overlordshWD virtual _.ocal autonomy-

MCXlL‘ﬂo

were wnte;ested more in acquiring tribute than

in Dby51c11 domwratlon or acquisition of land. The
desired end codﬂd best be obtained by~ mdlntaln%ng ‘

93Barlow, op. cit., pp.~115;117_ oy

4
i
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tradltlonal lines of authority, and there seems to have been
little effort on the part of the Meclcans to upset traditional
local patterns.?
The camnalgns waged against the- Mexica, in conJunctlon with }
the freduent battles fought between rlval kingdoms, . resulted in perlodlc

fluctuatlons in the size of the Dopulatlon of the Mlxteca Alta. As

well as those kllled outrlght in battle, numerous Mixtec warriors would

- be rounded‘up after a Mex1ca v1ctory and sent. to Tenochtltlan to meet ¢

uhelr death upon the sacr1f1c1al altat For examnle, one thousand

Captlves were taken back to Tenochtltlan for sacrlflce to the sun god

: follow1ng the uDrlslng of Tlax1aco 1n 1506. 95J However the 1mpact of

warfare on -the populatlon was made less severe by the practlce of

bpolygamj, which ensured that females left without male partners killed

either in battle or cacrlflced ceremonlously contlnued.to reproduce. 9

Therefore,.despite the ravages of warfare.and Mexica ceremonial customs,
. g . : _

the Mixteca Alta at the end of.the second'decade of the sixteenth

'icentury was still densely settled, suppoptihg & population estimated by

4

Cook and Borah of between 600,000 to 8OO,OOO./7 Moreover, the patterd

of.life'under»the tributary control of'the lords of Tenochtitlan was

l _ : ‘ - T
‘SDOTGS "Spanish Contact," op. cit., p. 980

/SS -F. Cook, HumapQSacrlflce and Warfare as Factors in- the
Demogranhy of Pre- Colonlal Mexico,”" in J. A. Creham'(edﬁ), Ancient - \
Mesoamerica - -Selected Readings, (Berkeley: Peek Publications, 1966), .. ‘
p. 290. The Mexica believed that each nlyht the sun waged’ var against . S
the stars in defence of the existing order of the universe. Prisoners =~ |
of war wvere sacrificed in order to sunbly the sun with energy to prolong
dits strug gle If sacrifices were not offered the Mexica believed the
sun-vould succumb to the Torces of night and ev1l and that the- unlverse
would fall asunder. "The Mexica llved in constant fear of thls cataclysm
See Wolf, op. cit., p. 130 :

'

9.Cook.and-Borah; op. cit., p. 21. . : e

. _97000k and Borah, op. cit., p; 21 . a
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de that experienced under the Mixtec kings. It was

until after the arrival of the Spanish' colonial regime that events

occurred which boldly ushered in a new era and precipitated a traumatic




CHIAPTER THRER

At

THE CULTURAT, LAWDSCAPE I THE EARLY COLONTAL PERIOD

Time and the b .1 have buried the day,
The black cloud carries the sun away.

T.'S. Eliot; "Burnt Norton"

The Hispanic Dream

The Spaniards who sailed across the Atiantic‘to a new life in’
' ' . !
America were drawn from all walks of life: Doubtless they were highly
individual in’ certain respects, insofar as every human being has person-

al characteristics which can be considered unique. However, in coming

- <

‘to the New Werilad the:first Spaniards were united in sharing a number of -

attitudes;bbeliefsz and perééptioné which, initially,}ﬁound thém.tégethef

more thaﬁ‘differencés and disagreement; rendered thgﬁvapart. s ‘ <
U Three broad gfoups éf‘men comprised thé %ainstay of the early - L

colonial regimé. Fifstly, there were those ﬁho'péme 1.1 search of richéé

a§3 fortuné; particﬁlarly-gold and siiyer,~wi£h Yhicﬁxthé;'sought”to/ . :‘ ';,

_ becomne wealthy and to‘return to 'Spain to lead‘the:privileged life of an \\\Q' -

S . . . L L G P :
aristocrat. "This desire is embodied in one &1 Hernando Cortés! most
famous statements, "the Spaniards are troubled with a disease of the

ﬁeart for which gold is the smecific remedy”,l Secondly,'there vere

lCited in A. G. Frank, Capitalism and Underdévelopmént in .
Latin America, (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1971), p. 310. Cortds is reput-
ed to have said this to the first member of the Mexica with 'whom he con-'
versed. Col: “bus himself shared similar sentiments, declaring that "the
best thing 1 the world is £old - it ¢an even send souls to heaven".  The
Church, also, was affected by a passion for precious metals, the Francis
‘can Ordar stating categorically that "where there is'no'silver, religion

does not enter". These statements appear alongside that of Cortds on 2
D. 310 of Frank's interesting collection of essays. - o
J

2
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those whose objective was to serve the King of Spain by eroreising con-

trol «ver communities o%,native people in the King's name, in much the

same ‘way as a member of the nobility in Spain ruled.over vassals on his

feudal estate.- Thirdly. there were those who aSpired chiefly to serve

God'by saving the soﬁls>of'pagan Indians and by spreading the Gospel in

.an attempt to establish the.kingdom’of heaven on earth.2

the introductiohl

Corporately, these‘thfee groups of men were responsible for

&

of the "Spanish way of 1life" intoAAmefica, a wvay of life

with a tightly circumseribed system of values and attitudes which diff

“§

,fered in many fundamental aspects from that led by the native peples of

America. According to George Foster, the "Spanish vay of life'

[§ i

was manifest in the character, personality, personal habits,

and beliefs

of the first conquistadors and later settlers who

went to America. It was manifest,,pérhaps even more sharply, in
a philosophy about God, sovereign, State, and man which was re-

markable as

much for its effectiveness &5 a guide to action as .

for its inﬁernal consistency and‘complgggness. " This philosophy
was instrumedta; in producing a-colbnid¥molicy which has as its

86 the spiritual and legal conguest; of,
America, the suprression or modificatipn [o!
indigenous cultures, and the replacement &

fe native peoples of

aboriginal ways with
teved by Church ang -
sforms of Spanish @

It musp.be renembered that the discove

Columbus in 1k92

campaign of the Reconquista and the final defeat of
hands of the Christian Crusaders. At the time of't"
America, therefore, there'prevailed.inithe now'comple%“;‘
Spain-a -crusade bsycnology which had been vital to the! eme

ﬁégz,”

Was. contemporaneous with the Fallif

* Christian

slightly over seven hundred years. It. was natural, then, that thé con-

quest and colonisation of the New World should- be conceived in terms of
_ & crusade, as a religious as well as military campaign to save the souls
'(/ of Indian infidels who, in a land of spiritualidarkness and isolation,

\\\§Eid not heard the VWord of God.

3

G. M.

‘Foster, "Culture angd Conquest: America's Spanish

Heritage," Viking Fund Publication in Anthropelosy, HNo. 27, New York;

. (1960), p. 2.

rging state for
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Sranish Coneg o o based’esoentidlly on a system of
dde , Pods o ted oA e o ef in Christianity, legalism;_Order;
ar ac e Tife. This 7 oeole a1eld that the Indians of~theoNew'
We oo 1 te e the % rid of e passea on to them through the work
ol A Lis el gery . the priests of Spain. Gold and silver,
in addit " TC acim Jverseas;~wore to be omployed in thé-founa;J
ing of churche; ~us3 newly established towns were to be.laid éﬁt\’

. . \

in accordance with . preconceived plan, vwere to huve a regular,vgrid—iyon

mornhology, and were to be clean, spacious, and uncrowded. ' The churches
of the planned settlements were to be sumptuously decorated and of

elegant and gréceful-construction ' In return for solrltual 1eadersh1p,

the Indians would 1abour on the land and nrov1ae their Spanlsh overlords

with goods and sérv1ceq A Bpa niard, as a 16*d of the .land, would see f
to it that Indians entrusted to hlc care and attentlon would be taught
the scrlptures‘and would be adeqﬁately fedﬁqclothed qnd hoﬁseﬁ4fwith
each Indian EQBLE) or family dwelllng house, having ; garden vlot
sufficient to malntaln the members. of a household Such idéaLs, and
maoy others, were fostered by sixteenth century~8paniards and 1ndeed
were often explicitly 1ncoroor fed into colonzal loplslatloo concernlng
.exactly how the land and Dmoole of the New World snould be Foverned h
1HOWevez, although to some degree the 1dealc materwallsed the Utopla’
" which they were to collectlvely brlng into being remﬂlned elu31ve In

[

the course of t‘o ”1xtcenth centurv internal fe-4s and dislocation35

Porhabs the bCot cxample of this type of leglqlaLlon are the
Laws of Burgos, drawn- up in 1512 and cutlining, in thirty-five articles,
fundamental procedures of govermment and: lCUlal$}7OH for Soanlsh'colo—‘
nices in the Iew Horld. - See i. B. Svmosor The Fncomicenda in New Spain,
(Lermeley and’ LOb Angeles: University 01_Ca11fornla Fress, -1950),
pp. -29-38. : : ’ '
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disrespect corruption and blatant non 1mn‘ementatlon or 'recH nltlo o
5. 5 {f '

certain'law 5 confllct between eccle31aotlcal and :ecular 1nteECuvs,

dlotance from ‘the dlrcct authorlty of the Spanish court,lanl a uecllnlng

~n~ P

Tndian population all served to flustrate the ambltlons of 1mDer1al

Spain. Between the vision and the reallty the Hlspanlc dream faltered,
: . /
o

decayed, and eventlally Der;fned deaving only the 1deals which gener— .

ated it to live on ftezuﬁ“ds as‘oestlmony to what might have been.

The First Military Entradas and Initial Hisvanic Impressions of the
s : o ' Mixteca

The fqut Spanish- entrada of the erteca Alta was undertaken
in 1520, when- Gonzalo de Umbrla and a small narty of Snanlards passed
through the northern parto of the reglon . Thls band of men' apnarently
lencountered no natlve rﬂglstance, and 1ndeed the r1ch and populous ‘ }
krngdom-of COlftlahuaca °ent“enyoys to Cortes in September of lS?gq*!"

OLferlng the peaceful-surrender of their provinCe.5 A second'entrada

}. S - .
in 1521 under %az leadershln of Francisco de’ Orozco puahed into the

vsouthern parts of the leteca Alta, to be met with some re51otance by a

=

5Mex1ca—M1xtec alliance at'Itzcuintepec, about 35 mlles southcast of

Nochithén.6 In the onrlng of 1522 a thlrd entrada leﬁ by the conguis—'

tador Pedro de Alvarado CrOerd the Fﬁyteca Alta en route to the Mlxteca
SRR S : ;
de la COot&, where the Spaniards encountered str(ng ndthL 1e31stance

'Irom the poverful klnbdom of Tututepee 7 Although dieeontent was

o

=

5

'(Camhrldge Cambrldve University Press, 1972), p.:285. The hostility
of the Mixtec towards their Mexica cverlords in this part of the Mixteca
: douotless *551sted the Snanlards in tneir attempt to win control over
the region. =~ . . - : U

Gerhard, op. cit., v, 200,

]
e
(—+.

Gerhard, op.

., D. 380T

P.-Gerhard) A Guide to the I]otoJlea% Geonranbv of New Spain,
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manlfest in periodic u rlsln S whlch TlUD eﬂ through . Indian communltles
D &

in the carly 1520s, by dbout the mlddle of the decade the Spaniards

- excercisged CLfPCtht mllltary control over.all varts of the hlxteca

Moreover, although some Mixtec klngdoms forcefully re51sted the opanlsh:f”x

.

occupatlon of thelr land mljltar conquest by the colonlal reglme was

achieved w1thout the v1olence and bldodlettlng tha 1t eccomnanlwd the
subjugation of the native peoples of, Cholula or Tenocht1tlan.‘

“osslbly the flrst Spaniards to sce the Mlxteca were -two

soldiers seleéted by Cortes to accompanf a palr of Indlan guldes'

ordered by Pocte7uma to undertake a reconalssance of the nroVinces of ??;

) . B _,.."""")"f"’v;\ e o
the HMexica Emolre Wlth the Drthlpal obJectlves oflgéggmhg the Spanlards

C‘

those terrltorles where gold‘was mined. The SDanlsh soldlers were
shown one such mine at Sosola, a communlty smtuated on the southern mar—

'glns of uhe Mlyteéa mlta Thls m1351on vas recorded in the second letter

;

- of Cortes to: Emoeror Lharles V sent.. to Madrid on the BOth‘Of October;
1 1520:

Oné’oarty went to a Drov1nce known as‘“Cuzula (Sosola) eighty
leagues from the capital (Tenochurtlan) whose natives are
subject to HMuteczuma, and there. they were shown three rivers
from all of which tqey brought me samples of gold of good ~
quality, although obtained by very primitive apraratus simi-
lar to that used by other Indian trlbes on the way my: men,
informed e they passed through three DrOVlnceS, very fertile,
with many towns, cities and other smalleér centres, and with so
many fine bulrdlngs that, so they said, there are not finer in
gll Spain.” In Dartlcular they reoorted that they had seen a
Tortified garrison.which g larger, stronger and better built
~than the castle of Burgos. The peonle, moreover, of one of
these Drov1nce>, called Tamavul apa, were more. fully clothed
than others ve have seen. ﬂnd as 1t appeared to then very
intelligent.
. 8iu .en from Flve Letters of Coyues to the PmLfIOL, translated

and edited by J. 'B. worrls (how York: W. W..Norton, 1962), p. 78. The
"fortifiecd garrison” alluded to may “have been one .ot the Mexica strong-
holds et C01xthhuaca or T11Y1uco : ; o
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Some fifteen years after Spanisu domination of the Mixteca, a
favourable impres ion of the land and re%ourcea of the region was
.'rccorded by the Franc1acan fflar Torlblo'Motolinia; a diligent percep—
tive, and w1dely travelled Drlest ‘writing in the: first years of the lShOs:'
. ~ In this l nd of Mixteca ‘there are many provinces and towns,
< " and though it is very mountainous it is all settled. It forms
; some valleys and plains, but there is no plain in the ‘whole
country more than sne league wide. It ig a thlckly settled.
territory ang rich, with mines of gold and silver cvee . It is

a healthy- country, all the towns are hwgh and in dry placeo,
and the climate is tomoerate -...9

Anotlur man of the cloth who had a favourable 1mp10051on of .
the Mlxteca was the BlShOD of Oaxaca, Pray Bernardo de Albuquerque
Altnough wrltlng around 1570 flfty years after the flrS* entrada, the

Bishop' S comments are 1nt°rest1ng and worthy of mentlon

The province of the Mistecsa ce. ds a land w1th a good
climate, "nd rich in maize; it produfes whe very well,
cand all - | fruits of ubain and of tHis land There is plenty

of wvater, hood lumber, 11rewood stone) and llme ev+.  The
[U“xtec] province of the South Sca, [tbe Mixteca de 1a Costa]
is good land; and the Mixteda BaJa e 19 also good, [but] the
fwlxtec ] Alta 1s Yetter. 10 :

In Spanish eyes, thefefores the Mixteca in general and the

.

Mixteca Alta in‘particular wvere v1eded as ‘rich and resourceful Drov1nces,

supuortlng a conSWderable number of. pop ulous Indlan communltles and

[ 0o ,,

haVLng;lertlle,'well—watered valleyu of great agrlcultural Dotentlal

Moreover, altnough an uDland reglon the Mlxteca Alta had an aﬁreeable
(S
climate to knlch the 1ncomﬁng Sranlards hed no great dlfflculty in -

) hray Toribio Motollnla A Histdry’of the Tndién of New Spaln,
'tzanslated by Elizabeth Andros Foster, (Berkeley: Tno qﬁfth oOClPty,
1950), ». 30. - - I b .

10

. Clted in J. Paddoch, Ancient OaXxaca - DiScoveries in MeXiean
Archacolosy and Hl Lorv, (Stanford: Stanford University D’GQS 1966),
5. 365, - A D o




of the land they cal]ed New Spain.

depo its

adjusting. A major Teature of the region was
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g W dream, a new utopiall,

dts gold. Tn the words of }EiC_Wolf, Vthc yeor 14872 .5

n 12

{
\

it have . marked

Orain's awakening to a new r0111ty, 1notead it ‘marked the coming of a

The Spaniards who came to the New World were thus drawn Trom

a feudal—based but emerging capitalist social system, with the balance

w01pn1np in favour of traditiona l Ieud&l-medleval attitudes as opposed

i

<

to more zﬂvolutlonary r)M'uallst R nalssancé Ones. Just as in Spain,

f K

where, gonlmty a5 b adltwona]ly leldod into lords and va usals

masters .

“and serfs, the mrlvtury conqu' anu later socio- cconomlc dovelooment

of the New World was fa :hjon :d 1n1t1ally 1n a- feud 2L foom, although

#

wwitalist conecepts . o also incorporated into Spanish colonial rule.
It vas as a result " this bleuncing of ideas, with feudal ways of

thinking dominant, that- there emerged in America a major feature of

’ N K . ! . .‘ .‘- » . . .
Spanish colonial admin;strat:%g - the cncomienda system,

The encomicnadn
. Leomyenda

tem in the New World. dates from thO A.D.

vhen Coluabus made the first gra?ts’of encomiendn to nunerous benefi-
: , ——-onlenca .

H‘

3

ciaries in the island of Esvaiidla. In essence

means of granting privileges- which permitted the recipient of an

crovomienda, an encone
Ziroallenda

-t

H

Tof a sveci

2d num“oz of Indiansg. THn FDComlﬁp‘l Fvstom vas not,

, the encomienda vas a
> zHcomrenda

nidero, to enjoy, the labour and tributary services

in

Liself, a svitem of reantini land to conquerc s ang colonisXs, but was
b .. Y o " N 4 2

. . N
= %,

ather a methdd of conferring favours and D?iﬁiloﬁes upon certain
i . L B - T

> The Mixten Yf"x and Their Peoplie, (
£ ~ P - . . .
homa kress, ~)07) . TS5,

i
¥

-

vt

orman:
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_1nd1v1duals deemed wvorthy of the honour. ™ B - I

In New len during the 15205 the first grants of encomienda
‘ o ) . g " .
‘were awarded by Cortés,as acting overnor of the colony, to members of

.

the mllatarv 1n repaymnnt for thelr effort and sacrifice in winning the

Empire of,ﬁho Culhua Mexica and adjacent regions for the Spanish Crown.
P J & : ) T

Initial granté df encomienda placed no formal Iimitation on the amount .
. - ) o ] .

of tribute axaoLed or 1 abouwr drafted from Indian commuﬁitloé,vresulting

‘ | ’ /

in widespread excesses on the part of encomenderos. -In 7ésponse ta

these crippling excesses,. the "Spanish colonial administrhtion in the
course .or the sixteenth century formulatéé?a,series of laws which
. N . N
significantly amended the nature of the encomiendaL For equple a
zheomlenda

.

codula real (royal order) of 1540 decrced that tnﬁ Indian labour draft

be totally eliminated from the. encomienda obllr%tion and by 1565

tribute in klnd‘h d been replaced by standard annual naymonto of one

- . 15 . 16
reso and half a fanepa of maize for each tributary unlt The
encomienda was thus a d"n&ﬂlc entlty, the charﬁcter, composition, and
‘ - ) v
privifeges of which were the subgcct ‘of mudh hcxted debate qnd contro-

versy within the Colonial administration. s a well-recognised,

‘ 1h
The word

2

comi¢nda i3 derived from the Somnwsh vaerb.

ernicomzndar, "which transiated 71tcr177v means. "to nnuru"t : vwcomendproD

were thercfore not landholders, ber se, but rather Lrusuooq of specific
In&izn Lommunﬂ*wrs *The title of cncomendero alsce carried with it

- M . . ‘e v . .
g uurrV1 ing the initistion of the Indians

A Tanega is a unit of dry mouqurr of about 1. 5 busncL,, or

ic ‘inches. Seg V. 5. Payior, Tandliorad and ?:lsant'in»Jolo—
-

f

stenford: - Stanford University Fross, 1972), p. 260.

op. cit., p. T7. A married Indian
: and“famiiy’constituted”a u‘lbutdrvo,

a -casndo, togethsr with his wit
or one tribvutary unit.
! [ . . .

<da
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- : . ’ b e . . . . & : e
generally accepted, extencively utilised but, unfortunately, seriously .- -
abused component of colonial legislation,.the encomienda represented a - ¢
¢ood example of the tragic discr pancy.between the ideal and the reality.’

. . . . . — = - . -("
of Spanish coleonial rule. R o
' , Voo
Numerous grants of cncomienda involving commuMities in the
N . . —'———_*‘ N " X . .
Mixteca Alta were awarded by Cortés and his successors to high-ranking
| : ‘ . 2 -
members of the. colonial regime. (See Figure L and Table 1.) One of the
’ » . . N N ’ . - ’
earliest encomiendas to be granted was that of Yanhuitlén, which Cortés
o . ' . . . ~ . L. 17
awvarded to his cousin and liecutenant, Francisco de las Casas, in 1523. -
£ ish las Casas lost the title of encomenderc of Yanhuitlén from
T - ~ hog
L5229 2 about 1535 through veing absent in Spainxgmzregained the
s :nda in 1537 following a series of legal prodeedings with the
— _— _ . - e~ ¢
vies zal covernment. In 1546 Francisco died, and the title.of ’
. .. ’ . . . »“‘ . . :
. 1dero was passed on to his son,®fonzalo de 1las Casas. . Gonzalo ' -

] . . o -
held e encomienda until his death in 1591, when kis son, Francisco Y
to- 2cond, succeaded o the title. Thus, throughout the course of the

. ;. . N B
weenth century the gos Casas family was in a strong position to
o R
“luence the patbern of life in Yanhuitlan., . -
.- I Co . 4 )
In tie early 1530w, when Yanhuitldn was tempornrily. adminis-
vered by the Crown, tribute was assessed at 120 pesos in gold dust;i' .
oro en polvo, to be delivered every: eighty Adays. Moreover, the Indians
. ) . i
o the copmunity were required to nrovide Spanish officials resident in S

(Spores,_ ixtece Kinos, op. cit., p. 77. The granting by
Cortés of what‘waﬁ one of the most nrosvaerous and populous of all the

Cormer Mixtoec kingyoms to a cloze rcelative was clearly an act of favour- =
itism on his beholff. Las Casas also figured in Cortés' life as the _

bearer of Hing Chdrles V ter noming Cortés covernor of Hew Spﬁinbin

N
Ivi

{

o

4=
9
1523, Jee also RoSs-Parosnter, Woek in Yanhuitldn, (Albuduerque: Uni-
. s . = - - Y ~ .
versity of lew MoZico T sz, 126h) ) p. 1L,
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TABLE T .
k| ' . h
| | Y u
KIOWN ENCOMIENDAS TN THE MIXTECA ALTA TH - THE BARLY STATENTH CENTURY

ENCOMIENDA ’ ] - ' RECIPIENT. (ENCOMENDERO)
15’"Aéhiutlal . ) ' ‘ Francisco Maldonado
2; Amoltepec ' . - . :«4
‘3; Apuala and Xocoticapac _ Conzalo de Robles
h. - Atoyaquillo t' Juan Gfiego
5. Cecnzontepec ) , .' ) ‘ " Alonso Zimﬁrén de Vitoria
6. Chachﬁapa Rufic de Benavides
T. ChicaguaBtepec aﬁd_Iitactépec ’  A1onso de Moreillo - L o
8. 1/2 of Coixtlahuaca2 N " ' Fraﬁéisco do'Verduéo‘ L =
8. -1/2.6f Coixtlahuaca . E o P. Diaz de Sotomayor . .
"9, Etlatongo and Guautla - . o Juaﬁ_de Valdivieso -
™0, Tstayutla , ’ Roman Lopez | , : “\\NV
11.. 1/2 of Ixcatlén . e Rodrigo de Legura
1. 1/2 of ikcatlén ' . Garefa Velez
12. Los Pefioles- L Hernin qutes
A3. Malinaltepec . éé,Hernin Martin
14, Mitlatongo . . G. Ruiz de la Mota
15. Ndcthblén ‘ v" - Pedro de ¥ ava . . o
16. Palahuistlaguaca : 7 elchor de Alavés ’ ’
17.. Tandfepec and Tututepetongo : Juan O:hoa de Lexalde -
3 : _ ; e e -Continued...i...n. )
Afnﬂfl“hj” ncomlrnd 'ky‘ 1"rio.lu«tlod thé' cttlements of Atlatlaucal St

.3. ~Yut
sand Y1 l{.C ucuy,

‘. ¥

=nu,  Culculla bhgo,vLﬁtla, Ocotepeb, Tlmtlaltepéé
‘]uzoliopcc a : : o

) "Prosp rous and
were! lrnquentlv shared bot\

Oommunvble , Such ‘as C01Aulahua0a, L

onvorrﬁderos. N o 0
————1———-—*.__ L .

J”th i tho-nam_gL

ffﬁ 2 group of settlements Lhcludlnv
Tscuintepece, Estetla

, ¢, iultepec, Totomachapa. pﬁnd Lanmig
©which wereWelaimed by Cortés As part of his harqu%gido in*the Vallzv

, Gunzolot

v
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. . - TABLE I (continued)
A ' R . \
. ENCOMTENDA ‘ 'RECIPIENT. (ENCO%MDERO).

- 13.  1/2 of Tamazola - o © ‘. Juan de Valdiviéso;
"18. 1/2 of Tamazola Alonso de Contrgrag
MiQ,‘ Tamuzulapan . o ‘Jgan Suére?

20..1/2 éf:Tebzacoalco 7 V Juan Ochoa de Lexalde

20. 1/2.of Teozacoalcd‘ E Mton éé Arriaga’

21.‘MTeposcolula ( ) " . Goﬁzalo de Aivarado.

22. Tequicistepec ' B Meﬂ\cho; de San Mifuel

23. TexotePeq« - R o Sébaétian de Grejalva -

2, Tilantongo » - ) ,> \*/( .Luss de\S&%yegra

25. " Tiltepec . ’ A -~ Gerdnimo deSalinas

26. Tléx?aéo _— . Juan tuliez Sédeﬁo

27 Téhaltepec and Zoyaltepec " , " Juan Astorga i »

28. . Zaltepec . L. ;“;Q‘V_\&\ . :Juan de ia_Tg&ré

2G. _Xaltepecongo//f”“iv”“.:ﬁy_ . *T\\ GeréniTo;gz/éélinas

30.° Yanhuigling/ SR éﬁ ' - Prineiato de las Casas

31. Yolotépec. o o " plonso de Castellanos

‘-

[N

0t

graphy of Mew Spain,

CoSource: - P. Gerhard, A Guide to the Historical CGen

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 19

(2. “The encomiendas

. ar- nurbered to cortespond wilh their aprropriate location

| on Fiure 4. - S
. ! T«

i}
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< Coy e 10 o Ly .
Yanhuitlin with Supplics of food. In_lShS,-w1th the cncomiecnda now

firmly in the hands of “the las Casas family, much ‘more cxcessive
demands vere made uponFthe people and resouréeb,of,YanhUitlén,’tribute
and service being asses ed as follow . i . : 2
L YO N [
I. "An ; nnuql navmont of 78,.) pnsoo in go]d dust Tagp h - RO
year the Indians were also. required to cu]tlvatc anu '
harvest for their encomendero a fle]d plant >d w1th

fiﬁ}er an(raa of maize.

II. Daily payments of four turkeys, two Turopean hens,
’ a small J%r of Hon ey, Tour hundred cacao beans, two
cakes of bLec vax a bundle of gandlefood {tea), six‘_“,- -.kJ .
hundrhd maize tortillun, thirty 25655 a half fanega )
of malze,:one plate each of salt, ¢nili, and tomatoes,
- ten loads (carpgas). of rirewoods and ten loads of ' .
cardas R
fodder. The ddily. ;sso:sment also includod the - o
»rv1ce of th Indlano in the Ducblo.19, ‘
Sixteenthvcéhtury tribute assessments a]so QXlot for'the
engomicendas of Noohixﬁl n3 hcld bj lcdro de Mayo, Tcpo%colulq held by

_Gonzalo de Alvarado, 1nd Teo coalco, ohﬁrod betwoen Juan Ochoa de

Lexalde and Anton de Arriga. Thege are shown below,

T. . Hochiztlan. Assessment of ent»mbpr 7, 15 h( Choo
p250s in r'on dust, UV“TY‘alxtJ days (LhOgP€$OS"-, BT
annually) "and no more'. L . U '
: ‘ L ‘ o T : ‘
18 . i . ,‘"’.' B S L’ e
Snore Mixtee "Kings, op.. cLt. 78'_ In termo of the 1arge
DOhulaLlon of Yanhuitl )

b
3?9;‘uhov0% cons 1dﬂr° tb@ tribute
aSu;oom@nvaQT dest . mqulromenL
laken from Francisco decl Paso y "ironcogor, PO“eTc“ de Neuxa
Ispafia, (?“drld 1905 WQDf)ﬁ Vol. I, p.-131, cited” ih Spores, Mixtec
Vlnﬁ‘,'ou cit., b. {9 Yncrea51rg'cmr:t:i on sthe: “afmont of .gold may
ave been due to Lne decline in the size of the Tndlan nonulthon from

the 15302 and o related rall 1n_th~ labour sunnly. The pepulation of
i:nhuwt]dn in 1548 is recordeéd to have. buén‘comnvfiﬁd of 12,207 persorg - -
of age throee yenrs and above (“novqﬁ p. 73). . carga, or load, was
aboul as mach as anindividual ﬂﬁ]dn could carry on his back, See J.
¥ Bérgman: ibution of Cﬂc'ovCuLJquilnn in Pre olumbian'
america,’ Aan Azsociation or Amerd can “(ieocravhers, Vol. 59,
Jo. 1, (loo()) - — : - . -

T

) 2]
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1I." Teroseolula.  Assessment of July 20, 1546: 50 pesos in -
rold dust every t\'ntv duys (9970 pésos unnually), thé
value of yhich iz to be paid in cash (reales), plus a
'field of wheat of,thrgc fanegas to the planting,
ITI. Teozacoalco. AZsessment of July 20, 1545: one pe°o~'
in gold dust:daily;‘plus small amounts.of chili and beans.

Thd encomienda‘éystem, WJth its probub%y flxcd obligations of

.

service and tribute, thus nlaced no sma ll economlo qnd 0061a1 burden on

'\

the. Indlan communltles of the MlXtOCd Alta, particularly after'about
\ .

15h0 Jhen the 4bor101nul pooulatlon of HNew Spain ncpan its drastic
N ¥

'docllne due to virulent epidemics of 0ld VWorld d1>eases ravaging the

entire_viceroyalty, In fheir own~éyes; encomendefos were lordé‘éf the
.lapd, granﬁed certain pr}vilegés by the Spanish‘Cfown as.ipbaymént fof
their role in the Conquést; and acted in such a wéy as to extract as
much as possible.in terms of tribute'énd-labour‘ffbm'their luckleo

Indian charges.

\

Existing alongside the Spanish encomicnda duripng the sixteenth

centﬁry were‘two Indiaﬁ lﬁﬁdholdin" éntities, thé‘CFCiCQZFO, or large’
hcrrdltarj é:tﬂtoo, and COllCCblelV*WOerd communltj land, both of
whlch‘were features of the pre boldnlﬁl culfur 1 1and“0ane und which
survived the Con/uc4t, although,'like'qll othéf Indian»institﬁtioﬁs,7
.they were subjcet to bhgnge;aﬁd modificétion upderESpanish-rﬁle,

/
4

Cacirazpos were large esiates controlled by hercditary

Indian chieftans and tholr fz mllle . The rcténtion“by local Indian
rulers, or caciaues, of the 7L1v1]nve to rPCOIVﬁ tribute and labour
services frem their former such L5 was a notable Teature of the.

i

communities of the Mixtueca Alta -throughout the sixteenth century.

B
2

2

20 ) . . o s ORI
: Paso y. Troncoeo, OD cit., c1ted'1n_owor\u, Mixbtee Kings
op. c1t., P79 - ' :
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Althougt this pattern of continuity of pfe—Conquoﬁt privilege is by no

cmeans crclusive to the Mixteca Alta, 1t was not common in all parts

of New Spain. In many areas, native ruling families lost completely

“the 11ght to levy trlbube and TGCClVL draf to of 1abour conseqﬁently

forx eiting Lhelr ‘high sbatUs w1th1n Indian society; this was certainly
. SR K\\//\
the casé, for example, in the Valley‘of Mexico, where the Mexica

¢

tlatoaue rclanUT)h@d much to opanlsh terrltorl al and social encroach-

men‘ts.22 V ' t%

" )

Two principal factors were fesponsible for the caciques of the
MiXtGC“oAlLo r tannlng control over land and labour, and maintaining

high}social'position'during the'éixfeenth century;.firstly,‘the pover

.

‘and authorlty they held within Mixtec socicty before the Conquest, and ™
occoodlv, their rapidly 501ng acoulturated to the Spanloh @ay of llfe ;
and participating as mlnor’officials in the Spanish colonial adminis— '
tration.” The second fogtor vas par£icularly crucial. Nauife'fuliﬁg

A

.lineages were recognised by the Spaniards as being a source from which

tho‘rudiments of logal government could be establishéd. It was-to this

©

end $hat muoh effort was expended in the early years of the Conguest

>

by missionaries intent on .converting caciques and members of their

.

families +o Christianity, teaching them the Svanish tongue, and

cacicazgo =md the high social prestige

21

cca ﬂlta aciques retained substantial landholdines and enjoyed
high coeial stqbus'for much of the colonial era, The survival of the

accompanied it. iw this

part of New Spaln was due to the rovwer of the caciauss ?n preéConquést
oclety and the important role they perio,med in the peacerful surrender
P the Vailley of Oaxaca to Spanish domination. . See Taylor, cp. cit.,
Pp. 35-36. e ‘ : D

faylor, on. cit., p. 36.

X

In tlﬂ Vallev-of Oaxacs, ﬁo the south and east of the "';;




Th

i - Tt -l

ins tLllan upon them the system of ideals ,\ﬁititudés, and perceptions
that formed the basis of the Spanish'way of life in America. After
leuural indoctrination,'éaciques énd their rc]atives wefe awvarded

such positions das gobernador (governor) or 3iéuqcil (bolice offiégf)'in
the cabildos (town counc115) ootablluhed bj the Spaniards in communities
 Lhrou"hout New Spain. Organised 1n this fashion, authority at the
commﬁnity level remained, to an imbontant dégrne ‘where it had tradi-
tionalig fested,,ﬁamely, in the hands of the Indian noblllty 23

It was for their part1c1pablon in the- colonlal administration

of New Spain ﬁhat cacdiques were>granted special privilegeé‘bertéining to
tribute and labour services. ' One such Cd01oue vas Don»Domingo de
Guzman, who QCTVCd the oounlsb Crown as gobzrnador of the community of
Yangui%lén around'the middle of “the sixteenth century:

In the city:of Mexico on October 26 15k 8,'the most
1llustrious Lord Don Antonio de e ndo,u, viceroy and
governor Tor His Majesty in tbls Hew Svain, assessed the
food and services that the Indizns of Yanjultlan'are
opliged to -give Don Dominso, ﬁcoernador of the said .
.pueblo, because of hig Olllue end for the time he will .
possess it. ' . . ‘

Firstly, thev are to give the said gobernido“ Qverv day
a tufkey.and ter. . male Indicn ‘servants and ten female
indian servants. . b -

; 2
Further, they are to provide nvory S1X months two Y?GU’DllOo
of cacao gordo, [JL,OOO 0ﬂcqo boans per annum% '

Further, thoy aed] to . >D1n seven carsas of cotton every SlX

¥ +1 - 1 wegyve -+ ;
months ¢nq “eave 1t into mantas. lankets ] . .
«  Further, they are to work a [ield or wheat af three oy
23

Spores, Nxtec Kings, op. cit., p. 120.
1 LrALeC Mangs, op , {

>
C‘); v -
A xicuinil was the sty L Tndian nessure of cacao beans
in pre-Columbian and carly coloniaj rica. [+ was co omprised of
8,000 units, or twenty °Onu]CS See gergmann; ov. cit., n. 87.
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-2 o : : B . : -
hundred brabqj = caring for 1t and harvesting the -
crop. ) :

Further, they .aue 1o work four fields of mailize, two

U Tields mea urlnp four hundred brazas en Cuadra, another—
of three hundred and & nother of olY hundred

And this is what thej have to glve and nothln g more,

~and he may not request or levy‘more under penalty of
being denrlved of the pr1v1le{e and belng punished.gﬁ

- L
Just as the royal native llneapes of the Mixteca Alta retalned

the 1nst1tutlon of the cac1cazgo under SDanlsh~rule, 50 aluo di d Indlan

commoners retain the rlght to work a tract of communlty land.- Indiah

vCommunltj land was supposedly Drotected,by Iaw from any Spanish

,
v

encroachment, a cedula.

b

real of 1532 explicitly stating that "the Indians
~shall continue to possess their lands, both arable tracts and graiing"

lands, so that they do not lack what is nee%ssary”{27

. _ X : 22
25A braza is a unit of measurement of anprox1mately flve and
one-half feet, or two varas. See Tajlor oD. 01L., bpi 259-~ 261
: _ . —_— E—
Taken from

;V?feenth Century ﬁanuocrlnt in the Archlvo
General de la Nacidn, o City, and cited in Spores, Mixtec Kings, .

op. cit. op. 160-16L. privileges enjoyed by Don Domingo beary
considers:le rebemblence,/skve‘

ror the absence of an annual paymenfy of
gold, to those enjoyved e the éncomendero of Yunbuwtlan. Once ag'in,
the burden +that tbj' leVugofw L01te for the cqeloue gether w1th the
'*rlbut( levied under the encomWe"' stem, conutltuted for the communl—
inhuitlin whole has to be uubrec1>ted within: the context of

”w7<abor1 ~population. The point is neatly summarised by

Moolron Borahj G = burden "upon the general Indian vopulation.which
>uxnort of noble" ch~1qufe] and community activities represented, there—
; fore, probabtly became. prunorulon@teW/ heavier as the villages shrank in
; \\Size. In consequence, the ability ot the Indian villages to contribute
" Xto the support of the new Luronoan segment. of  the population introduced
by the Lonqueet was reduced not. only bty the sha 2rp curtailment in: their
"production but by greater pressure IrOI witthin TIndian . SOLlPt" itself
upon the remaining output of food and Qerv1ceg.” (W. Borah, New Spain's
Century of Derrescion, Thero- Kmellcanq' 35, Belknlev and Loo Angeles:
University of C_lliownwa Preqo, 19)1, D. jS )

‘.

- 27 . . » N
reoe . Cited in Taxlor, op. cit., p. 67.




Under - l AW nﬁsued 1n 15(7 whén the Marqués de Falces was
the Viceroy of New Spain, all Indian conmunifies'were entitled to a.
fundo"leyal or town51te of Tive hundred Xéiéi’ apnroximately‘four
; hundred and fifty yardo, in each of the four cardln al dlrectlons from
the edge,of the town_.28 ThlS communlty -owned 1and was divided among
the members of the community and worked in a colleetlve effort With-
in this zone no other‘person Indlan Spendoh or Mestlzo, waolnermltted
to own‘cnltivated land Ideally, each member of the community received
a narcel of the fundo legal con51dered ouff1c1ent to uupport hlm self
and his family from one year to the next. 29

. . uoth.epanish and Indian landholding éntities, tnerefore

existed side by side in fhe Mixteca Alta durlng tbe 51rteenth century‘

Unfortunately, little informati\n at nreuent exlstﬁ'concernlng the

breakdown and diotrlbutlon of 1and between Snanlard and Indlan. Onre

/

1nterest1ng set of data however is a serleo of eatlmqtes made by

Lesley Byrd Slmnson in the 1950s - fﬂf land in the Northern MixteoaBO'

converted to new erlOltatlon between about 1536 and lG“C This

A
T

1nformetlon is Dreeented in Table II - o v;Jd gﬂ

One of the most significant and recognisdble-modifications of

28TaYlor, op. cit., p. 68. ) )

gf%aylor, op. cit., p. 8. -,

_ ‘ The area Simpson deg gignates as thu Northern Mixteca includes

nost parts of the ¥ixteca Alta and the . ”1Vuec /a]a,'lncludwnﬂ the :

communities of.fcatlin (in present day Puebla), Atlatuacs, Coixtlahuaca,

-“n“Juanen Jdltepen, Jnxt]dhuacq _Ialqetenec, Tecomavaca, Telupan :
‘del \Cam ino, Lepoocoluld, Tlaxiaco, Tila ahtongo, nnu Yanhultldn.

See L. 'L‘L ﬂvnloft ation of Land in Conlrﬁl ”cr1oo in the

' ltero-Americana: 35, (Berkeley wnd Los Angeles:

CUni VO“sluJ ot LulLfOlnlu Press, 1952), p._6).= o

! b , . ~
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CA_CONVERTED TO NEW EXPLOTTATION

IN THE NORTHERN MIYTE

- 1620) ¢

v (1536

)4

Cattle

leagues™ Y

- Sheep - . Agricﬁltufe Flgﬁr.
(sduare .  (square = (caballerfas®) Mills.

leagues) .

Spanish Grant

s . 37

‘Indian Srants . .. -

530 " po3s 2

1

of around 2.
105 acres.

Sources: - T,

The Spanish

O mileso

<>

. s e Co
B: Simpson, Exvloitation of Land in fentral Moxico inlthe

ol

v

—— s

i

i"\ - /;

2 o o : R . T ' ' o
The caballeria was a rectangular unit embracing about
Dol LE . NS Y

&

p—— l

A

Cal

ifornia Press, Berkel
,“ .

Sixteenth Contury, Itero-ihericand, Mo.! 36, University of "
ey and-Los Angeles,. 10524 pp. 17 - 59,

p)

W n (. .
g L.

league in the: sixteenth century was/d'distance-

7
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H; of the, ﬂlyteca Alta and’ other partc ol Hew'aggln was made

+ h

by the 1ntroductlon of the concept of" the grid- plan town, a'concept
1

whlch changed Mlxtec communltles from random\fonflguratlons of dwelllng
. ’ L LB °) .
hoﬁses and- ﬁarmland 1nto orderly, organlsed sottlement unlts The

establlshment of the ngd plan town serves as a good example of the

: SR n ey N\

de51re of the Spanfsh colonlal admln&stratloh to create an 1deal soc1ety

in 1ts Amer;can colonles Towns 1n 51xteenth century Spaln were

»

generally of haphazard morpholOgy, characterlsed Ly narrow, tw1st1%§

. N A ‘
streets lack of space, and very cramped llVlng condltlons the
necesslty of defence ‘had much” to do wmth thls pilin#=up’ of bulldlngs

" -
" 31 . . - T : -
ﬂlnto a tlght compact cluster T ‘ e .
R . . i - ) N . &
IR The New World, in Spanlsh eyes, would hrve no need of fortlfl—

v

. catlon,)and setulements would therefore be la1d out on a regular,

o

rectangular grld around a central plaaa, would he spaciOUs andiuncrowded;

‘ . Ny R .
would have no restrlctlng town walls, and, above all, would be pleasant,

3 ¥
et

healthy,‘and c1v1llsed nl ces-ln whic¢h to live. ThlS image of the

9

‘1deal form of settlement based on clas51cel Romati and Greek models,

c - ~

was 1mpr1nted on the; landscape oo the Mixteca Alta w1th new, grld—plar
"tans belng establlshe& and ex1stlng settlemean realigned and. reorganf
1sed to conform with the\}deal Spanlsh 1mage, 51xteenuh centurj t0wn
plans for the communltles of Nochlxtlan and TeJupan (Plates 5 and 6)

exempllfy thls cultural 1mpr1nt . i? :‘ o : B
o AR
Dk !
o ' Anothet 51gn1f1cant alteratlon of the 1nd1genous Mlxtec
o : ;o 4 i

S settlement pattern was the rOlOC&UTOH of the place of worshlp from,

adjacent to a focus of populatlon into the centre of the dommunitj.

?lWolf_, op. ¢it., p. 163.

8
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i'Plate 5 Snanlsh town plan of 1581 for

the communlty of Nochixtldn. -

Sourpel .George Kubler MeY1can Archltecture in the

Sixteenth Century, (New Haven: Yale ST
~‘University Press, 19h8), Vol. l p. 92, o
. Reproduced by kind permlsglon oﬁ1ﬂm&author o
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Plate 6

Source

R

Soanlsh town plan of 1579 for
\the communlty of Tejupan.

. George Kub;er, Mexican Architecture in the
Sixteenth Century, (New Haven: Yale .
University Press, 1948), Vol. 1, p: 9.
Reproduoed by kind perm1551on of the author.
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a

The pre- Hlspanlc ceremonial

Tomplex on the perimeter of the cabccera

wads abandoned, and the nev. place of worshlp, the church, Dlacedwinvthe

LN

;very heart of the communlty, frequently at one end of the zocalo, or

central plaza (Plates S and

6) This symbollc locatlon of the church

at the*centre of town lying across the zocalo from the ClVlC admlnls—

"

tratlve offlces and 31tuated adJacent to- the market place

-~

F . <
e

Sr. current in most towns of the Mlxteca Alta (Plate 7).

‘Agriculture'and Land Utilisation .. . ;

The Spanish conquest of the Mlxteca Alta whlch brought about ;'

'fundamental changes 1n the Mlxtec way of llfe, was accpmpanled by an

economléi agrlcultural and ecologlcal revolutlon of equal 1nten51ty

and c0nsequence Although adherlng flrmly to tradltlonal methods of¥

_productlon and fbod staples,

.years follow1ng the conquest

»
,

the communltles of the Mlxteca Alta in the

were exposed to a host of new’ crops and

\\\\\new breeds of anlmals 1ntroduced by the SDEDl” ds from the 0ld World

A

Moreover Indlnn conmunltles

were swept by -8 more advanced agrlcultural
: \»\

technology, shown more~ref1ned system of productlon, and subJected to

a phllosophy Whlch percelved the lrnd not’ as 'a source’ of sustenance but .

. as- an econoglc entlty to: be

L

e JlOlféd\_Qf/pTOflt In the hands of the

Spanlsh colonlal regime, ° e rural lands n; underwent radical modlil-

_‘;catlon,

;fm‘ = : A ﬁaJog change in
communltles was made‘by the
to L conquest the Indlan‘
anlmal domestlcates and was

» llvestock . Anlmals 1ntroduc

the agrlcultural act1v1t1es of Mlxtec
1ntroductlon.of Old World llvestock Prlor
X rlcultural eoonomy Consplcuousry lacked

51gn1f1cantly altered by -the 1ncu151on of

ed 1nto the. New World by the Spanlards fall

Ve

is a pattern"

A
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T - o " & S . .
. into two broad categories, panado mayor.and ganado menor, the former .

being comprised.of the larger domesticatésg-such as horses,‘mules,"

" donkeys, eafﬁle, and oxen,thile,tné latter'inc}ﬂdedf;ne'smaller domes—f

oo

:tlcates, such as sheep, goats, plgs, and chlckens

-

= kN ’ In the Mlxteca Alta, ‘the most prollflc stock ralsed vere

ganadO“menor5 espec1ally sheep'and goats whlch adapted well to the
cool hl%hland elimate. The raising_of sheep and goatvaas both a

Spanlsh and Indlan occupatlon'(see Table II) nany lndian.communitiesfv

dependlng ‘on thls practlce to- make money for the annual levy of trlbute E

and other communlty expenses 33 Towards the end of the 51xtcenth &

\“\-

v"century the Mlxteoa Alta suppofted forty-four reg1stered flocks of

sheep-estimated at about twd hundredfthousand.head, with graslng centred
around the communities‘of Tejupan,lcoixtlanuaea, Teposcolula, Tlaxiaco,

'

'»Xanhuitlén, and Nochiﬁtlén.
Durlng thé’s;xteenth century sheep and goat ralslng had a

drastlc effect on the landscapé of the Mlxteca Altas. Ow1ng,to the
. ¢ # .
steady decline- in the 51ze of the Indlan populatlon land formerly
¢ 77 \ . . . . R
vcultlvated on, hill slopes was left unworked and subsequently utlllsed

L4

" as pastureland. Uncon%rolled gra21ng of sheep and goats on abandoned

_tracts of land resulted in chronlc overgra21ng whlch* in-a region hav1ng

—— . Al ~

a lengthy dry season. and torrentlal summer raln?all contributed.greatlyi

to the»process of.501l erosion.' Sheep and goat'ralslng was thus largely'

.32

' : R. C. West and J P.- Auyelll, Middié Amerlca - Its Lands
and People, (New Jersey Prentupe Hall;- l966), p. 286.
' : 3 ! \

Slmoson, EKDlOltatlon, op. ¢it~/ p. 2k, As. well as paylng
tribute to encomenderds and civil authorltles, the Indians .were
required to make contrlbutlons for the malntenance of hospltals and
'churches., -

i
-

3hSpores,vMixtec°Kings,'gpf cit;,vp;d83. -
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'deflas‘Casas.

gScda En Oaxaca, (Oaxaca 1933) ‘pa 7

S o o L e _ - "'}..7;V..’.
- : - P ' P e AV LA
, ) ’ LT = / : i ML
.} . . X o L (J}}‘,
respons 1ble for Lhe acdcleratlon of an eros1onal syndrome whlch has - :

re?retfully contlnued unabatedé to the present day, and whlch has ' .“;“‘“t
‘ o . Cy

permanently scarred The lwhdscape of the Mlxteca“Alta (Plate l )

e : 'ﬁg? '{}ﬁw
The Spanlards 1ntroduced many food crops into thé New World &.‘ S

among the most 1mportant of" whmoh were vheat barleyg lentlls,'chlck~ D
‘”x\ ' R t

peas, cabbages,_carrots, turnrps, pomegranates, apnles, peacheu, mangos, .
. =, . : N

B . ) B

' oranges, lemons and sugar cane. %é In the leteca Alta the cultlvatlon

hd
Yo

of wheat the Spanish staff of llfe, was partlcularly 31gn1f1cant the‘

cereal grain belng well sulted to t cllmate of the reglon and

}

adaptlng well to the flat lands of the valleys of Tamazulapan,

6
Tenoscolula, and Yanhultlan 3 Although wheat was tw1ce as co tly to

-

E

ralse as maize and in fact gave much smaller yleldi;>the opanlards

preferred the taste of thelr tradltlonal staple to that of the Indlans,'

“and con31dered maize detrlmental to. the health ofiguropeans 3T Spanlsh -3

demand for wheat thus had much to do w1th 1ts w1desoread cultivaticn in

the Mlxteca.Alta; an 1mportant flgure‘;n frrst-stlmulating«wheat pro-
’ S R

duction in the region was the f%rstfenoomendero of Yanhuitldn, Francisco
38 LA |

Assoc1ated w1§h¥
wooden DloughJ or ardf ¢

—
35

_ 36Blshop Albuoue
t%e flne quallty of Mlxte grown wheat

S cit., p. 369, mentions

2h, and West and Augelll,

op. cit,,ig.'

) 38J F Itur:*?rrrla, Eniayo an%orleo Sobre La Industria De

N




Angalusiq and Extremadura in southern Spain.39 With the plough and

animal traction the Spaniards were able to work the hcavier soils of
» . : “ :

the valley, floors, which were generaL 1y more dlfflcult to cultivate

w1th only 1nd1genous 1mplements such as the dlgglng stlck or coa. Unfor-"

Al

'punately, 1nd1sc;1m1nate use of" the plough on hlll—slopes led to sheet

~.and later gully'erosioﬁ'ené only served.to exacerbate the"erosional
: eeéueﬁees of highiaﬁd regions suco as the Mixteca Alta. The introduc-
tion dnd‘utiliseﬁion of fheAplough;‘therefore, must -also be‘considered
,ias a . .ctor Which‘eontribuoed to tﬁe disesteroﬁs;sequences of soil

_ erosion fesponsible for the deVastation of thet hill slopee of thev
valleys of "Coixtlahuaca, Tamazulapan, and Yanhuitldn.

ejl:;fo As well as introdocing oew croﬁs and new. technologlcal con-
«ceéf;,,the SpaniardS'aiso commercieliseﬁ and ihcreased:ou put of agrlcul—

g Htural Droducts 1mportant durlng the. pre Hlspanlc era. Such was the case

s of cochlneal The Mixteca Alta was the prlnc1pal uburce of cochlneal
a l R ¢

dyeufbr the Culhua Mexica in the years immediétely prior to the Spanish

Conqhest 1uhe Codex Hendoc1no recordlng that for%y—flve bags of gz

xf”;(drled cochlneal i/re pald yearly by the communltles of the Mlxteca

‘Alta to Tenochtltlan }Q sRealising the poteéntial of cochlneal as a dye-
. l )

stuff 1n thé markets of Europe, the Spaniards extended the amount of
ey A
land 11 %he Mlxteca Alta devoted to the nooal cactus, encouraged commu-

- 7

»,”nltlesﬁto,c0ncentrate.on the'raising of the miniscule insect Coccus
A . D ’ - o o . . N B R —_—

R R 7 S \\ L o . ) [ . : Lo
cacti, and ‘eventually increased pre-conquest production of grana
3 _ e I ——

;*39EQster, gpiAEitf;'p;:l6éand p. 68.

5 O AR I .
hOSpores, Mixtec Kings, op. cit., p. 82.

. o . &
R . A
: N o



significantly.
,Dominican brot!
~ who we oir
cultivati

of the re-ion. ¢

latter inn-vatiol

scanty raini-11 «
The Mix

venture of New Spaln, productlon belng centred around those communltleS'

Mu~ o “rease was due to the work'of the |
: _ \

¢ . : o . ‘
m dc “nta Maria and Fray Francisco ﬁarin,

.»a2c: ng the Indians the systematic -

m. e 1d e dimproving the irrigation system :

ineal 7 uetH mefited particularly from the
v Alts thing a relatiuely dry country of

qn 7s at a high premium.uz,

Alca “hm lgured promlnently in the cochlneal
)

1mnortant during pre Hlspanlc tlmes, with Mallnaltepec, Nochlxtlan,

Tamazulapan,,and Yanhultlan belng of particular significande during the

colonial period.

century some 250, OOO to 300, OOO pounds of yrana worth about SO0,000 to

(oee Flgure 5. ) By the close’ of the 31xteenth

600,000 pesos, were exported each'year from New Spain via Sevilla_to.»

the great cloth centres of Europe : Cochineal therefore,renresented a

S

’substantlal contrlbutlon to the economy of New Spaln, and durlng the

 sixteenth century its commer01al 51gn1flcance w1th1n the Mlxteca~Alta l

. ‘was surpassed by only .one. other enterprlse - the raising of 51lk

Thevorlgln;of sericulture in the Mixteca Alta canAbe traced

‘back to around lSBl,nwhen Marfa de Aguilar, the wife of the encomendero

1 \ .~ .
_ lGonzalo Gomez de Cervantéds, La Vida Ec01 .. &y Social de
‘Nueva Esvafia gl Finalizar el Siglo YVI Mex1co, 19L . “omez de.Cer*

-

L2

© . vantes wrote this account towards the end of the sii -enh centUry

R. Rlcard The Spiritual Conquest of Mexico, translated by
L. B. Slmnson, (Berkeley -and Los Angeles University of Cal;fornlaﬁ.

Press, 1966), PP

h3? L.

lh3 145, .
. o ‘ %%V
Lee, "Cochineal Productlon and Trade in’New Spain to

: l6OO " The Americas, Vol IV, (1948), Pp. th 473,

thee, op. cit., p. hT2. i

1
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i ) o . ; s 88 ’
af Yanhuitlan, Francisco de las Casas, recelved a sma’ 1*amount of silk-

s

worm eggs from her husband's cousin, Hernando Cortés. = At Yanhuitlén,

tﬁ&aflrst eggs proé%%ed enough worms to yield- about a: pound of eggs

.whlch were then dlstrlbuted to surroundlng communltles. Through the care~

and attentlon of Marla de Agullar raising enough worms. from the first
gift of eggs to ensure‘reproduction Yanhultlan became asgreat centre of b

-

serlculture where both Indlans "and Spanmards vere ‘taught the art ,of
AR

silk culture and procured s1lkworm eggs " Within ten years‘ser;culture
had spread throughout %he Mlxteca Alta ‘and had establlshed 1tself S0
effectlvely that by about lShO the reglon was renowned throughout all
New Spaln for the quallty and quantlty of 1ts 51Ik.h6_

\ o /;7 An 1nfluent1al force in spreadéng the . art of ralsing 51lk

were the Domlnlcan friars who 1nstructed the Indlans in the rudlments f/ﬂe

of - serlculture while convertlng them to Chrlstlanlty 5 In thls respect

- the vork of Fray, Domlngo de Santa Marla and Fray Franc1sco Marin, ‘who

were also 1nstrumental 1n the commer01a11satlon of coch}neal productlon

was of great‘gignlflcance Under their suDerv151on, the Indlans of

Yanhuitl4n were encouraged to’ plant mulberry trees on communlty land
\ :

and to devote themselves to the ralslng of silk as a source of money

for the communlty treasury hT The 1ndustry and effort of Marln ‘and hlS!
colleague, based at Yanhultlan was largely respon51ble for th@ytremen-

dous success of the silk ventugé in this. communlty Just -how 1mportant

fh' g hSW Borah, Sllk Ralslng 1anolon1al ex1co, Ibero—Amer1cana'
(Berkeley and Los Anggles Unlve&s1ty of.’ Callfornla Press, l9h3)
p P S . : ,

h6Borah, op. cit.;'pn.jéh—QS.

lﬂﬁicara, op. cit., pp. 1hk-1L8,




f | | | U S B
sericulture -was in Yanhuitlén is reflected in the achievement of its

- .
'

seccnd encomendero, Gonzalo de las Casas, beiﬁg the first Spaniard to ’

R4
v

write a lengthy manuel dealing with the bas;awskills inyolved in the
» '. ) : - llv8 » ' ‘ e _*’M-/\ ‘ l o .
raising of 311k. . - - . )

9

From its cradle in Yanhultla 'serlculture spread to the

3

communltles of Achlutla where the Indleﬁs produled "vreat harvests of

such soft, smooth,”and shlny silk which none other'ln the VOrld codld

o R

N - e | . T
excell, 9 Coixtlahuaca, Chachoaﬁan, Ftlatongo, Jaltepee, Malinaltepec;r z@?;’

¢ ’

Mltlatongo, Nochjxtlan, Sosola, Tamazulapan Tejupan, Teozacoalco,

-/<

Teposcolula Tllaniongo, Tlltepec and Tlax1aco (Flgure 5) By about
‘,1580 31lk raising vas a magor cash producing-venture ,pr the communltles.'
‘of the Mlxteca Alta, with’ Mlxtec 51lk being held in hlgh repute not only o

fln the towns of New Spaln but also in the great cloth centres of _

Y .
Euzjope.50 “The 51gn1flcance~of ser;culture in the region was recorded by
. l‘)” . . * [

IR e T : : T \
Fray Toribio Motolinia in his travels through New Spain: . D
e B h" ! T ,‘{1;(;"?})5 ) e b, . - - - )
. L8 Ll A L. e ) - e
i The full tltle of\las Casas' treatlse on sericulture is as
folloqs: " ( . .

A POOK ENTITLED)THE ART OF RAISING SILK, \
. FROM THE ‘CHRYSALTS STAGE .T1LL THE BIRTH OF THE NEW. WORM BN
_ WRITTEN BY GONZALO DE LAS CASAS, - o
- GENTLEMAN OF THE PROVINCE.AND PROPRE OF YANHUITLAN, A
e "WHICH IS SITUATED TIf THE MIXTECA QF WEW SPAIN, ~'* .
_IN CLOSE PROXT' (TY .T0 "HE CITY OF MEXICO ... o
"PRINTED IN GFANADA T# T~ HOUSE OF RENE RABUT
t PRINTER [ BOOKS, Ii “HE YFAR OF 1581..
Translated from the Spanish -itle in Borah, op. cit., p. 51:

§9Fray Francisco de Burgia, Coografica Descripcion, Two
Volumes, (Mexieo, 1934), Vol. 1, ;.- 321L.. Burgoa was one of the prinéi-
~ pal chroniclers of the Dominican Order in Oaxaca and wrote this account
around 1670 With so much information at his disposal, it -is unfortu-
nate “tha™ Burgoa chose to write 1: ngthy Dedantlc discourses in praise
of his colleagues rather than actually recordlng nore exp11c1tly their .
' accompllshments in Oaxaca

soBorahJ op. cit., p. 31. v"uﬁﬁfke




';\‘ j) I spent more than thirty days. in this Tegion I speak: of

\

flesta or paylng the clergy s wages. ol From ‘the Spanlsh p01nt of v1ew,

- In thig land of Mlxteea thoro are i many'eXcellent'

mulberrv trees. It was for thl ‘reason that they ftr t
began the culture of silk here, and, althouphwlt is- only
~a short tlme since the business was started.in New Spain, . «
: they ‘say that there" will be & harvest thls'year of moke than_‘<
flfteen thousand pounds of silk., It is very good silk, and
the exnerts ‘who - handle it say <hat the tonotz:LSl is better

than the ]ovante52 of Granada, and the ]oxante of New Spaln ' :Q
is an extremely good - -silk ... it is worth noting that s1lk .

can be raised all the year round, without missing a month. )
Before I wrote this letter, in the oresent year of 15hl, ;

and 1n the month of February I Saw s1]k-$eed in manwxplaées, - o
"¢ some -of it about'%o hat¢h. T alsd saw wormg-in all stages,
‘the little black ones, whlte ones, worms which had moulted .
some once, some tw1ce, and some. three and four tlmes, blg '
¢ worms , already out of the bagkets and on the- trays, ‘some
_spinning and some in thé‘cocoon, and some moths laying
eggs. - Three things’ are to - be noted in what I have sald' )
first,. that the seed can be hatched without plaClng 1t next )
to the body , or between - coverings, as is done in Soaln,
._second that in’ no season do the worms dle, either from
cold or from: héat, and -third, that there are green leaves
on the mulberries all thegyear round becéause of the ‘tem-
[perate climate of the ldﬁd All this I venture %o aff;rm
becguse I have seen 1t myself and T malntaln that they

-‘vril be able to raise two" large crops of silk a year, and -

a llttle all the- tlme, as I have said. >3 o ‘ T
7'4‘ i

Serlculture was both an Indlan and Spanlsh occupatlon.. At

least some amount of Indlan communlty land was, gﬁg?h overito silk
14 v
ra1s1ng, w1th the,money'derlved4from the sale'of silk:belng used to

¢
NN

flnance such” communlty prOJects as‘malntalnlng Rye chureh, organlslng a

encomenderos were qulck to reallse the tremendous proflts to be galned

Y

G ¥
i

SlTonotza. is. the Nahuatl name for 51lk See Motolinfa; QE;%
¢it., p- -30. : : , S Y S
52 :

Jovante is a smooth lustrous 51lk *ade 1n Granada '4SeeA‘
Motolinfa, op. cit., p. 30. ‘

53

A

sion and detail- of his account

.works of other slxteenth and
such, as Burgoa. :

'characterlstlcs sadly lac@lng in the ,
eventeenth century Spanish dhronlclers

'

51"Bor‘ah, op. cit.,

Motollnla, oth c1t s p 30 316‘Wot011n1a was an enth ‘iastic
advocate of silk culture in New Spain. This is reflected in the , reci-

‘90
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. e o1

&
. a N‘ . . . : . .’ . i
from silk culture, and set the. Indians entrusted to their care to work

. L B . [ )
in mulberry plantations and silk houees.SJ It wasi&ith respect to silk

vraising'that many abuses of the privileges of encomiénda occurred, with

encomehdef65~forcing_their Indian charges to work long hours in'muiberry

'plantations.in,blatantfdisregar& of. stipulated . labour schedules. ad

roydl.decrees.56 '
) . . T ¥ S

Whe most PrOSPErous: years of the silk- venture were from the
1530s until.the 15805, Droduﬂtlon ranldly falllng off after about 1585.

Two princ1pal factors were 1nstrumental in its decline. Elrstly,.the

‘drastic.fall in the size of the Indian population in the course of theé

. ' , . - sy o
sixtecnth century, especdally after the great epidemics which swept

Y

New Spai: from lShS{to 1550 and 1575 to 1585,.eeridusly reduced the
?\rk feree ﬁponthich profitaule sericulture was based; the labour-.
intgnsive ente;briee was simply starved of 1its native-workers, Seeondly;_:-.
fowarde.tue end ofithe'century, Mix£ec 1lk was forced to compete with

Chlnese 317k brought to New Spaln from the Phlllpplnes although the

J

. . ‘ N
former was of superior quallty,,lt could not competb with the low pricé’

of the latter on the opeén market as Chihese silk -was not subjected to;

-

57

high production costs owing to a diminishing labour force.
: S ; -

By the
turn o®the eentury,_thevsilk bubble had burst, and with itﬁénded aﬁ era

'of.economig prosperity'that.the Mixteca Alta was never again to experi-

ence.[-ﬂ ': : f‘ , | f“ : laf "." - : . ‘:v . ke

Spanlsh colonlal rule was thus largely respon51ble for

'1nst1gat1ng major changes in the culturul landscape and the agrlcultural

-55Borah, op. cit., p. hS. : o g : S
o : - . . - : - : B
56 - : : R . . . 7/ AN
)6Borah, op. cit., p. b - | ce ;>ﬁ o

Borah, op. ¢it., pp. hl-h2. . »
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economy of the Mixteca Alta during the eixtcenth‘century;” In the'course
of the fr;st eighty years of Hispanic“involvemeht in the regi. 1, Mixtec
commun&ties experienced a hew system of organiséng'and @%ploit ng, lahd
and labour resource , were introduced to new crops, new livestock, and
new methods of Droductlon, and were'grouped in new planned forms of
settIement »Moreover, the Indian, tradltdonallv a subsistehce-cultivator,
was exposed to. pastora7lsm and the concept of ralsln; crops, such as
wheat zlneal, or 51lk, for cash. Further modrf)catlons to the
culture :ndscape and Lndlgenous patterns of 11fe were brought about by

(v

another’ pOWerful acculturatlng force - the Cathollc Church

The Ecclesiastical Imbrint of SDanish éolonialvRule

The Spanlsh Conquest ‘of Amerlca was a splrltual as Well as

v

military and material campaign and to thls end the Cathollc Church was

devoutly committed. A tgemehgous_amount of authority and influen0v

~

with respect to decision-making and thevoutiining of policies lay in
. : . : ‘ S .

.>the hands of the clergy,na power_which'the church was by no means’

‘reluctant to exercise. . %
. . o o
The evangelization of" New Spain was uhdeataken'principally

I

by the three Mendlcant Orders, the Franc1scan the Domlnlcan and the
v L1 ‘

-Augustlnlan, under whose guldance and superv151on towns were establlshed
gurches erected, communltles go«erg@d and Indlans educated in the Word

n " God. Eccle81ast1cal Jurlsdlctlc 57 much of southern New Spain was
. granted to the'Dominican Order 'whoee members had fﬂgst come to the

bcolony in 1526 and who, by the mid-sixteenth century, vere the secohd
kY - “

largest m1551onary groub operatlng in New Spain, outnumbered only by

92.
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the Pranciscans. - lization of the Mixteca Alta thus fell to the
. L

Dominicans,pwhc i 'sionaries,.Fray Gonzalo Lucerno and Fray

Bernardino de Mir sred the region in 1529, 29 In the same year

.Fray Bernardino established a small mission at Yanhultlan, and in hlS ‘ o
j ;
first year ‘of service there baptised numerous natlve rulers. 60 - The -

mission was abandoned in 1530 and was not re- establlshed untll 1535,

which time New Snaln had a more stable government Just as sericulture-

sDread outwards from its hearth in Yanhultlan to neighbouring communities,

~

Chrlstlanlty diffused from the re- establlshed mission at Yanhultlan e
westwards to Teposcolula Tlax1aco, and Achultla between 15&1 and 15h8

northwards to Coixtlahuaca around 1550 and northwestwards to Tamazulapan

around 1558 61 -3
, _ K
-In ‘the course of the sixtec, th o\atury the Domlnlcans undertook

> .

the constructlon of numerous churches and monasteries in the Mlxteca
Alta, four of whlch, at Yanhuitlén, C01thahuaca, Teposcolula and
: Tlaxiaco have been classified by George Kubler as outstandlng archltec—

' 6
tural achievements. 2 The establlshment of these four’ magnlflcent -

v

58Gerhard vp. cit., |pp. 17—22 and Rlcard op. cit., p. T7.

f ? S9Rlcard op. cit. 1.

OSpores,'Mixtec King

Op . tap 86 ‘ ‘ o
?lRicard, QE: cit., p.'?l. = LT

—

: 2Goorge Kubler ex1can Archltecture in the Slxteenth
Century, Two Volumes, w/haven 1948), Vol. I, pp. 2= 26. Yanhu1tlan
001ytlahuaca, and Tlax1aco are grouved as monum- 1ts of the first class
which hagve "the largest churches, with vaults or richly decorated
éyoggen celllngs, elaborate conventual lay outs in two stories with one
or two courts and vaulted walks; rich and abundant ornament." Teposco-
lula 1s grouped by Kubler among monuments Lf the second class which have’
"medium- sized, well-built churches of permanent constructlon Stwo- ¢ ,
‘storied. conventual bulldlngs with or without vaultlng, may 1nclude large -
establlshments of which constzuctlon extended over several generations",

L



century, the eccle51aSt1cal foundatlons of these four communltles,,

religious edifices demanded a combination o= skill, imagination, co-
ordination and no small amount of physical effort, and their'presence
. ! . .

is itselrf testlmony to the flnances and resources, both human and

phycical, which the Domlnlcans had at their dlsposal The communities

of Yanhuitldn , 001xtlahuaca, Teposcolula and Tlax1aco are to thls day

v1sually domlnated by the churches constructed during the 31xteenth

. which represent conspicuous - components of the rich Spanlsh heritage of

" the Mlxteca Alta w1ll now be dlscussed in some detail.

b

Yanhuitlan

a

Work on the massive church and frlary at Yanhultlan (7 .ates

"8 and 9) was begun around 1550 and lasted - until about 1580 63 The

1

church is s1tuated on an elevated platform to the west of the town*

zocalo and rests upon a small pre-Hlspanlc structure, a s1te frequently

chosen by the clergy when- establlshlng a foundatlon 6h Persons 1nvolved

in the construction of the church were the Portuguese master craftsman

Antonio Barboso, the great religious, artist Andrés de Concha, and_anr ‘//'

unknown ftalian architect. The:last-mentioned was commissioned by the’

: . o
second encomendero- of Yanhuitldn, Gonzalo de las Casas, following

A\l

63Kubler, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 63.

6hThe best examples of this pollcy of locatlon are at Mitla
in the Vallev of Oaxaca, where-the. church is sited on and adjacent to
elaborate pre-~ Hlsoanlc structures, and at Cholu’a Puebla, where the

- Iglesia de Nuestra Sefiora. de los Remddios is bullt on top of the Great

Pyramid. - Evidence of ore—Hlspanlc occupation on the site which the

. church at Yanhuitlin now occupies is present ‘in the form of Post-Classic -

Mixtec polychrome pottery sherds, which can be found around the church
atrlum even on superflclal inspection.’

9l

e



Plate 8 Churchrénd\ﬁriary at Yanhu
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Plate §

a0

The 'north side of the church at
Yanhuitldn, supported by flying
buttresses. ~ ' : S
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- severe criticism of the enterprise by Vicéroy Meﬁdoza, who complained -
" that the Dbminicaﬂs'were undertaking. the construction of ﬁhé.church

w;thoutAproper,technlcal supervision. 5_ In order to hasten completion

of the church, the Dominicans were-nghtéd a cuatequil, or short term _'&

labour draft, of six thousand Indians dﬁring the 1570s3; this work force
was divided into ten shifts‘of sik hundred,e@ch,'and‘charged with the

transportation of stone,VWater, and 1ime.66 Such é commitment_in ann

community of around 12,000 inhabitants67 placed a heavy. burden on the

W

resources of Yanhuiflén and provéked’furthar-c;iticism of the Dominicans,
..the complaint in this instanee being‘l;dgea by a Spanish_fesideﬁ% 52
Yanhgitién, Aloﬁsq Cabaliero; ghé'accused_the'Orde‘ of.ecpnomié gxploi—
tation of thé;iﬁdians.68 Having to“cohtend &ith such a stringenﬁllabour
requiremenf,.theré can be little doubt thgt othefbimportant tasks, such
as the maintenance of ﬁpper—élope;ﬁerracebsystems to'hola‘b;ck soii

. S,
erosion, were sadly .:gl-cted.

65Kubler, op. ¢it., Vol. II, p. 535. Mendoza's criticism
appears to have been guite valid, for the major amendment carried out
under the Italian's supé%vision was the erection of.two huge flying
‘buttresses on the north side of the church to strengthen cracked and

subsiding wgils. (See Plate 9.) See also Burgoa, op. cit., Vol. I, p.

295- o ) . L z.
o 66 L R :
- Burgoa, op. cit.y Vol. I, Pp. 291-292,
& = 67This~meant that about half the entire.communiQy was involved
in the construction of the church. I I

’ .»688pores, Mixtec-Kings, ép, cit., p. 87. -Specifically,
Caballero claimed "that the Dominicans were forcing the Indians to work
long ‘hpurs in the stone quarries for little or no pay, assessing fines
for missing Mass or fiestas, carrying on monopolies in certain commod—
ities, charging excessive prices for goods- and servfces, and conspiring
with the caciques to exploit the Indians". (Spores, p. 87).
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C01xt1ahuaca

\ ) '/ﬂ

The majestic Dominican Poundatlon at 001)v ahuaca (Plate lél'

was abllshed between 1570 and 1580, a friegze above the dottway “of

the main entrance to the church bear]ng the date 1576. lee the earller"

foundatlon at Yanhultlan the churcn at 001xtlahuaca lles on a ralsed

: platform, and is situated across a'broad and arld valley from an 1mpor—
tant pre Hlsoanlc complcx (Plate 11, ) One of the most 1nterest1ng
arch1tectura1 features of the chureh is the Spacious open chapel, a
‘unique invention by the Spanlsh clergy in the New World. (Pl;;e 12. )

The open. chapel wvas designed for use when thc entire communlty was in

atuendance and could not he accommodated w1th1n the church In thl
&

-

event, Mass would be celebrated by the prlest from the ,open chapel w1th
the delans congregatcd in the atrlum of the church where they could

follow the ceremony w1thout dlfflculty 69

4

TN

‘Tevoscolula ' ’ o AR S
————— . - Y

Fray Domingo de Santa Maria first established a mission for

the Dominican Order.at Teposcolula in 1541, follow1ng the temporary

withdrawal of the Order from Yanhuitldn due to 1ack of co- operatlon from'

the encomendero Francisco de las Casas, 70 The slte of the flrst
foundatlon was abandoned some tlme after 1550 and work was begun in a

new locatlon on the well- dralned slones of a hlll ljlng to the east of
Tl

the town

. T
69Ricard _E. _;_,, pp 165 166

70Spores Mlxtec Klngs, QEQ cit., p. 87.

-

71Kubler, . cit.‘_, Vol. II, }. 533.

Like Yanhultlan the Domlnlcan enterprlse at Tepoucolulav .

98
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Plate. 10 The Domlnlcan foundation
v at 001xtlahuaca.
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Plate 11

Church and settlement of - _
Coixtlahuaca, -looking northwards
across the valley from the pre-
Hlspanlc complex.
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© was criticised by Viceroy Mendoza for being too ambltious and being

undertaken w1thout expert archltectural superV1s1oa e The church is at

present undcr901ng modest restoratlon and has a beautiful open c1apel

i

(Plate 13), in llghtlj better condltlon‘than the one at C01xtlahanaL73

~

Tlaxiaco
———————————

The evangellzatlo' : ‘ax1aco was administered by Fray

_Gonzalo Lucerno who entered the’communlty in 15h8 and superv1sed ‘the_
constructlon of a church modelled on the earller Domlnlcan establlshmentA

at Yanhultlan Th wOrk contlnued on the church for about ten years, and

- was stlll belng carrled out at the tlme of Fray Lucerno S death in 1558 T3

The frlar thus never had the satlsfactlon of seeing h1s more conservatlve

scheme completed (Plate lh), and was laid to rest at the rlght of the
76

maln altar.
i

Tl

S

'l i The building actltltles of the Domlnlcan Ordﬁr Wlth some Of
' the more elaborate projeets taklng ten to twentv Years to complete S
vtaxed both the labour force and the natural resources of all the ‘ ~‘
communltles evangellzed by the Domlnlcans in the Mlxteca Alta | Thls‘g

rellglous dr1ve left a consplcuous and frequently 1ncongruous 1mpr1nt

on the cultural landscape with even the most 1ns1gn1f1cant most remote

T2 Kubler,\_p_ cit., Vol. II p. 535 - “ »
73Both these churches sustained damage by the earthquake whlch )
;Shook orthern Oaxaca, Puebla, apg Veracrus states* on August 28th 1973.
The ‘ng of the open chapel at C01xtlahuacaAcollapsed as a result of
these tremors S S
L : ‘
T Burgoa, op. cit., Vol_I, bp. - 305-310.
' TS_Kubler,_gp_. cit., Vol. II, p. 534,
76Kubler, gg,‘cit., Vol. IT, p. 534,
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Plate 13 Church and open chapsl
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-at Teposco#ula.
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rural community supoortlng a church of often substantial proportlons

The'cle?gy played a further role in the modlflcatlon of the cultural
landscape by 1ts 1nt1mete 1nvolvement in teaching the Indlans the ar~ of
“sllk ralslng and in commerc1allzlng and 1ncrea51ng cochineal produc*“'“
‘by 1mprov1ng the 1rr1gatlon system of the reglon ventures already
dlscussed In addltlon the Dominicans were 1nfluent1al promoters of.
llvestock raising, ‘the 1n1m1table Fray Domingo de %anta Maria being
responslble for the establishment of‘numerous sheep ahd cattle
‘estancias throughout the Mixtece.77 Lastly, the, Church was -an 1ntluen—
tial force in the establlshment and organasatlon of hospltals, a

I3

. commltment of crucial 51gn1f1cance 1n v1ew of the catastrophlc decline

’ S

‘of the Indian - populatlon through epldemlcs and‘dlsease.

Demographic Change

!

The: most crltlcal event in New Spaln during the 31xteenth

-

century was the ¢ astlc fall in the s1ze of the natlve populatlon There

is. llttle contentlon among demographers that ths Indlan population

: e
decllned in number there is, hoWever, much controyersy .. - the extent
of the decllne The most lengthy and detalled research vn«o}the

demographlc patterns of colonlal Mexico have been conducted by S. F
Cook, L B Slmpson, and W, Borah who hold thg? New Spain in 1519
supported & populatlon of around twenty two millions which, by 1620 had

fallen,to less than one~mllllon.78 For the Mixteca.Alta (Graph h),.Cook

r('?Ricard _é:‘cit R p"lh3 o ‘ : -

78A briéf but thorough rev1ew of the ponulatlon controversy in
s1xteenth century New Spaln anpears 1n Gerhard _R cit., pp. 22—28
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Population Decline in the Mixteca Alta During the Sixteenth Century
Population ©~ : _ - r
700,000( : . . T y
Smallpox epidemic origjinating in Verd Cruz ond spleading throughout the Cenlrd! Highlands
. . X
&
t Y
- £00,000 .
' . .
s00,000f
b3
e
L
400,000 f
Meades and Mun.1px widespread in New Spain
9 . L .
300,000 |
&
Grec lyphus epidemic spreading eos;-wesf from l'he Yucatan
200,000 t ) * peninsvla to the Chichimeco plains
. ¥irulent plague originating in the Mixteca
and spreading to the Pacific Coast
100,000 |
. .
0 — v v \ v
15000 .10 is4p LY 1580 1600 |
Graph 4 o 7
. . ) . e .
Source - S.F.Cook and W..Borah, The Population of the Mixteca Altal 1520-1960 L
ibero-Americana No 50, Berkeley and Los Angeles, -University of California Press, 1968, -
‘and P.Gerhard, A Guide to the Historical Geography of New Spain Cambridge,
Cambridge University Press, 1972 ;. The curve is based on four sixteenth century-population” .
© estimates, 1520, 1532 1549, and 1590, cgmputed by Cock and Borah from Spanish -
. fiscal and ecc_lesio;ticol_ records . . C
N
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and Porah estimate that the region supported TOO OOO people in. 1520 and >

b

Numerous explanatlons have been put forward to account for the

hY

that this number had dlmlnlshed to 57,000 by -1590.1\

decllne ‘of .the native populatlon but the prlnc1pal cause of death was

o

due to, lndlan communltles being exposed to 01ld World dlseases, to Wthh 37
they had'no natural immunity.8o The threg,most.yirulent killers were
smallpox measles,'and typﬁUs; w1th typh01d, influenza, mumps, and -
malarla also taklng heavy tolls Even before che fall of Tenochtltlan,‘
in August, 1521 an epldemlc of smallDox had swept through the Central

nghlands, kllllng thousands of Indians 1n reglons still unv1s1ted by
1 S

the Spanlards. ‘The most severe epldemlcs, however, occurred from lShS
to 15h8 and from 1576 to around 1581 when flrstly measles, then typhus
. : |

ravaged New Spaln These two epldemlcs inflicted - tremendous loss’ of

life on the Mlxteca whlch also suffered an outbreak of plague from

1591 to 1592.5%

u

The fall of the Indian populatlon had very serious effects on

the economy of the Mlxteca Alta. Much of the prosperlty of the Spanlsh

sllk and cochineal ventures was based on “the use of Indlan labour,_elther
. . ’ .
recrulted wlthout expense as part of the pr1v1leges of holdlng an

encomlenda, or cheaply hlred A decllnlng populatlon deprlved these _,'

two commercial enterprlses of one of thelr essentlal 1nputs, namely a

798 F. Cook and W. Borah, The Populatlon of the Mlxteca
‘Alta (1520 - 1960), Ibero-Americana: 50, (Berkeley and Los’ Angeles:
University of California Press, l”fg) p. 32.  This, represents an
absolute decline of 643,000, or 4%, over the fler seventy years of
Spanlsh colonlal rule : @

BQGerhard, on. cit., p. 23. . . A
81, L B B
Gerhard, op..cit., p. 23. o ” »
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large, unpaid, or lowly- paid work force.  Lack of labopr in conjunction

with strong overseas competition brought about the almost total collapse

of the silk venture in the Mixteca Alta, while shortages of labour also
significantly afgected.thevproduction-of cochineal. A diminishing'
population was thus, to a largevdegree, responsible for plunging the

Mixteca Alta, towards the end of the Sixteenthvcentury, into an economic

reclipse from which it has still to emerge.

Besides economic repercussions, a decreasing Indian population

also contributed to the exacerbation of soil erosion in the region. The

decline in'native-pooulationywas accompanied by the abandonment - of

108

'cultivable land, much of which was terraced ‘hill-slopes. 82 Once desert— -

ed, the terrace systems of the hill slopes were not maintained and soon
fell into‘disrepair. Natural, down~slope soxl erosion took place during

-

‘the rainy'season, remained.unchecked‘frombyear to year, and resulted in

the irrevocable loss of much cultivable land. This chronic;syndrome of
erosion since the end of the sixteenth century has been responsible‘for
the removal, in certain ommunities of the Mixteca Alta, of up to one~-

third of the land formerly under cultivation,'and continues to plague

the impoverished Mixtec.people to this day.

W

“Ancient terraces formerly under cultivation can still be seeh
today on less drastically eroded upper slopes

_ o ‘
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o | CHAPTER FOUR
" EPILOGUE

All time is unredeemable. i !

T. S. Eliot, 'Burnt Norton"

Accordlng to the Mex1can census of 1960 the Mlxteca Alta

’supported a populatlon of approx1mately 26l ,000, a flgure whlch

reflected an 1ncrease of almost 1007 over the populatlon of the

region in 1882.1 - Since~the ehd of the violent and'disruptive revoluf-'

tionary period between 1910 and 1921, population iﬂ fherMixteca Alta
: has'Been steedily'increaslng; but at a slgnlflcantly smaller rate of.
increase than the netlonal amgrage Much of this slower rate Of
increase: has’been due to heavy emlgratlon from the reglon to other

parts of- Mex1co, partlcularly to Oaxaca, Puebla and Mex1co Clty

»
"

The pr1nc1pal reason for mlgratlon is, the Eillure of the land to
support a rlslng populat1on at ag*acceptable level'df prdsperiﬁy.‘
Motives behind migration are thus largely ecoﬁomic and reflect the

desire of the emlgrant to lead a more secure life, without havihg:to

wvorry abcut the shortage of land the poverty of SOll, or the high

i

: rlsks of grop failure whlch characterlse ‘the communltles of the Mlxteca

ls.‘F.JCOok and W. Borah The Populatlon of the. Mlxteca Alta:

1520, ~ 1960, Ibero-Americana: (Berkeley and Los Angeles:
. University of California Press, l968) pp. 62 and 87, estimate the
populatlon of the Mlxteca Alta in 1882 to have been around 1.0,000.

3.
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Alta. These were the main considerations of migrants-from’Tilantongo,
a remote communlty 51tuated 1n the heart of the Tixteca Alta, who were
1nterv1ewed by Douglas Butterworth after resettl

the'eyes of the mlgrants to have remained in’ thelr communlty of birth

would have meant re51gnat10n to a hard, brutal and 1mpoverlshed life. 2

The Mlxteca Alta, therefore cannot absorb the natural.
increase of 1ts populatlon yet,it is probable that the same region
<i§pound hSO years ago»supported about three tlmes its present numbers
This 1nab111ty to malntaln in the present day 2 density of populatlon

ith as prevalled durlng the early part of the slxteenth century is

ng in Mexico City; in

>

because much formerly cultlvable land has been removed from exp101ta—‘.

K1

tion'due to prolonged processes of 3011 er051on Natural amd human—
1nduced soil er051on were characterlstlc of the late pre~H1span1c

perlod in the Mlxteca Alta but eve?%s occured under Spanlsh rule

durlng the sixteenth centﬁry which pre01p1tated a serious acceleratlon

. ¥
of 301l—removal processes. These-events are summarlsed'below.

Vcontact w1th§v1rulent Old World dlseases This Tesulted infbbe<
" abandonment of land on hlll—slopes, the non-malntenance of man—made :
' sterraces to hold back down—slope act1v1ty, and an associated increase’
in the amount of 5011 washed off during the ralny season.
lI. Spanlsh exp101tat10n of Indlan labour rn silk ralslng,
cochlneal productlon, and church constructlon By channelln” an. evar-

¥

-;d1m1n1sh1ng natlve work force into such labourﬁlnten51ve enterprlse

I. The"decline~1n the size of the Indian: POpL i .on throughe

2
“D. 8. Butterworth "A Study of the Urbanlzatlon Process
Among Mlxtec Mlgrants from Tllantongo in Mexico City," Amerlca

Indlgena Vol. 22 (1962), Pp. 257-27h
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the upkeep of hill-slope terrace systems was further neglected
III. The 1ntroduqt10n of llvestock partlcularly sheep and
goats, into the agrlcultural economy Unregulated pasturlng of

sheep and goats on abandoned land resulted 1n overgra21ng whlch, in

‘an arid reglon of sudden summer ralnfall ‘greatly stlmulated eros1onal

- . t
processes.

. 3 . : ‘ .
: - ‘
'The use of the wooden p}ough introducc? from the
prov1nces of Andalu51a and Extremadura in. Southern Spaln, on lower

slopes. Contlnual ploughlng was respon51ble Jor the breaklng and

'loosenlng of tons01l Wthh led to the dlsplacflcn S flne particles’

o

of fertlle soil during the perlod of summer runoff Moreover

employment of the plough in areas*of tepetate suh501l brought to the

surface unweathered fragments of the alkall 1mpregnated hardpan with

: detrlmental effects on soil fertlllty.

Processes of 501lgdenudat10n have continued more or less

_unre51sted 1n ‘the Mlxteca Alta from the S}fteenth century untll the

present day, severely curtalllng the capaﬁaty of the reglon to E _\§

- support a now rapldly expandlng populatlon The problem of land

4

shortage w1th which the Mlxteca Alta is now confronted therefore, is

rooted in events whlch took place durlng the sixteenth century. It 1s

1

for thls reason that an analys1s of this perlod of tlme 1s essentlal

‘to an understandlng of the major 5001o-economlc characteristics of

"the region in the present day.

: Durlng the flrst two decades of the s1xteenth century the

communltles of the Mlyteca Alta, grouped together to form a number of °

L

small kingdoms, were part of-the 7reat'empire‘§% ‘the ‘Culhua Mex1ca

For purposes of trlbutary admlnlstratlon,,the Mexiea d1v1ded the

*r
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Mlxteca Alta into two prov1nces, one centred on Tlaxiaco and the other
;centred on- 001xtlahuaca Both these prov1nces; especiallk\the latter,
were rich, resourceful, and densely‘populated.areas,‘and wereirEEuired
to sendbennual shipments of certain commodities, including gold dust,
cochineal,'and quetzal feathers, to the‘Mexica capital at Tenochtitlén.
. Although under the tributary jurisdiction of Tenochtitl&dn, the Mixtec
kingdoms were politicelly autonomous an& wvere governed by local royal

lineages The Mexica, primarily concerned.with the extraction of

\

;-n—\-‘¢ N
trlbute from subgugated terrltorles, admlnlstered the. exp101tatlon of

the economlc resources of the Mixteca Alta in such a way as to preserve

long-establlshed systems of production and malntaln tradltlonal

‘ LN
o

cultlral o terns. Life in the Mlxteca Alta under the. tributary yoke
of th ca of Tenochtltlan thus 1n fdo. fundamental way dlffered from

- the life led under the Hegemony of Mixtec rullng famllles

~
'

This was not the experlence of the Mlxtec people under

Spanish colonial rule.-' Like the Mex1ca the Spanlards prlncipal

>motives foL the conquest .of the Mlxteca Alta, as with most other
parts of.the New World were economic. ' Spanish intervention and
involvement in the reglon however, subjected the Mlxtec people to a
-radlcally dIfferent cultural 1deology whlch 51gn1f1cantly affected:

thelr pattern of life. The main components of‘Spanlsh colonlal
1deology whlch 1ntroduced change in Mlxtec communltles were the-

-1mp031t16n of the encomlendejg&stem ‘the reorganlsatlon of settlement

o

morphology, the conver51on of the Indlans to Chrlstlanlty 1n conjunctlon

wgﬁh the foundatlon of .often elaborate communlty churches, and the

reshaplng of agrlculture Assoc;ated w1th‘the,last—mentionedjwas’the

¢

mlntroductlon of new crops and new breeds of liVestock,'which‘greatly :

. . . T > . owda
~ o : . CHEAN
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aitered the nature of the nativé agricultural econdmy;‘ Of particular
commercial importaﬁce was silk raising, whiéh was fesponsible_for
much of.the ecbﬁomic pédsperity of the Mixteca Alta.between abéut 1530

: . &
and 1580; After 1580, the prosperity that fhevregioh hag‘enjoygd during
the precqeding fifty years disappeared, due_chiefly to the»éollapsé of
‘the silk venture thréugh foreign cQﬁpetitionbandvthe decline of itéﬂi
essential Indian labour force ﬁhrough the éontraction of Old.World
diseases to which the natiﬁé'pépulétion was now exposed. ' Since.the
end of the sixteenth centﬁ¥y‘thé commﬁnities of the‘Mixﬁeda-Alta ﬂaﬁe . &
exisfed in a condition of social and economic ill—béing ﬁ;oﬁvwhigh they

: *
seem, at present, incapable of ‘emerging. ‘

s
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