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A B S T R A C T  

 

T h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e ( Dj O e-6) is a l o c all y w ell -k n o w n hist ori c sit e  a n d pr o vi n ci al r e cr e ati o n 

ar e a a f e w kil o m et ers n ort h of t h e t o w n of E ast e n d, S as k at c h e w a n i n t h e s o ut h w est er n  c or n er of 

t h e pr o vi n c e. L o c at e d al o n g t h e e ast er n sl o p es of t h e C y pr ess Hills, t h e sit e h as a d e e p hist or y as 

p e o pl e  fr o m v ari o us c ult ur es a n d er as h a v e c all e d t his pl a c e h o m e. T his t h esis us es hist ori c al 

ar c h a e ol o g y t o d el v e  i nt o t h e M étis c ult ur al e x p eri e n c e at t his sit e w hi c h t h e y us e d t o c all “ F o ot 

of t h e M o u nt ai n ”  (Pi e d d e l a M o nt a g n e ). It w as visit e d a n d o c c u pi e d b y v ari o us M étis 

i n di vi d u als a n d f a mili es b et w e e n t h e y e ars of 1 8 7 0 a n d 1 8 8 2. This t h esis i n v esti g at es M étis 

hi v er n a nt  c o m p o n e nt t o t h e sit e  t o b ett er u n d erst a n d  t h e r esi d e nts of t his c a bi n a n d t h eir lif e w a ys  

t hr o u g h hist ori c al ar c h a e ol o g y. T h e hist ori c al a n al ysis pr o vi d es  t h e c o nt e xt t o t h e li v es a n d 

ki ns hi p c o n n e cti o ns  of t h e i n di vi d u als a n d f a mili es w h o c all e d t his ar e a t h eir h o m e. T h e 

ar c h a e ol o gi c al a n al ysis of a c a bi n f e at ur e h el ps t o gi v e a b ett er u n d erst a n di n g t o w h e n  it w as 

o c c u pi e d a n d s o m e  c o nt e xt i nt o t h e d ail y li v es of t h es e i n di vi d u als. T o g et h er, it is ar g u e d  t h at 

t his sit e w as o c c u pi e d b y t h e M étis d uri n g t hr e e disti n ct p eri o ds. T h e first w as b et w e e n t h e y e ars 

of 1 8 7 0 a n d 1 8 7 4 w h e n it  w as pri m aril y o c c u pi e d o n a n i nfr e q u e nt b asis b y m ostl y  h u nt ers a n d 

tr a d ers b as e d fr o m n e ar b y s ettl e m e nts . T h e s e c o n d o c c u p ati o n p eri o d w as b et w e e n 1 8 7 4 a n d 

1 8 7 8 w h e n 7 0 f a mili es  s ettle d  o n t h e sit e a n d i n v ari o us ot h er r a vi n es a n d c o ul e es i n t h e ar e a . 

Wit h p er h a ps as m u c h as  4 0 0 p e o pl e o c c u p yi n g t h e sit e a n d s urr o u n di n g ar e as , it c o ul d h a v e 

b e e n  a m o n g t h e l ar g est M étis hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts  i n t his p art of t h e c o u ntr y. T h e fi n al 

o c c u p ati o n p eri o d w as d uri n g a p eri o d  b et w e e n 1 8 7 8 a n d 1 8 8 2 w h e n m e m b ers of t h e  

L afr a m b ois e f a mil y w er e t h e m ai n o c c u p a nts at t h e sit e. T h e 2 0 1 7 ar c h a e ol o gi c al fi el d s e as o n 

f o u n d r e m ai ns of a c a bi n w all wit h m a n y hist ori c a n d d o m esti c  ass o ci at e d artif a cts m ai nl y 



 iii 

c o n c e ntr at e d o n o n e si d e of t his w all. T h e 2 0 1 8 fi el d s e as o n c o nfir m e d t h es e tr e n ds. T h e artif a cts 

ar e disti n ctl y ass o ci at e d as b ei n g M étis i n st yl e a n d hi g hl y r efl e ct a n ar c h a e ol o gi c al d at as et t h at 

p ar all els ot h er fi n di n gs at pr e vi o usl y i n v esti g at e d hi v er n a nt  sit es. M a n y d ail y a cti viti es s u c h as 

b e a di n g, s e wi n g, a n d t e a c o ns u m pti o n ar e w e ll r e pr es e nt e d a m o n g s u c h artif a cts. R e m ai ns of 

p ers o n al a n d d e c or ati v e it e ms s h o w a hi g hl y d e c or ati v e a n d artisti c lif est yl e pr a cti c e d d uri n g t h e  

l o n g pr airi e wi nt ers. T h e d o m esti c n at ur e of t h e artif a cts a n d  di a g n osti c d at es a c q uir e d s u g g ests 

t h e c a bi n w as pri m aril y o c c u pi e d i n t h e s e c o n d o c c u p ati o n p eri o d  ( 1 8 7 4-1 8 7 8) a n d i nt o t h e t hir d 

o c c u p ati o n p eri o d  ( 1 8 7 8-1 8 8 2) . T his c a bi n r efl e cts a hi g hl y d o m esti c at e d s p a c e of a M étis 

hi v er n a nt  f a mil y li vi n g at t h e sit e f or s e v er al  wi nt ers d uri n g t h es e  ti m efr a m es.  
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A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S  

 

T his j o ur n e y h as b e e n a l o n g o n e wit h m a n y p e o pl e, e v e nts, a n d e x p eri e n c es i nt er w o v e n 

t hr o u g h o ut. First a n d f or e m ost, I w o ul d li k e t o t h a n k m y wif e Si ets k e f or t h e c o u ntl ess  s u p p ort 

o v er  t h e y e ars. Y o ur h el p a n d d e di c ati o n t o m e h as c arri e d us t hr o u g h t h e m ost diffi c ult of ti m es . 

T o  o ur d a u g ht er F e n n a w h o g a v e m e t h e m oti v ati o n t hr o u g h t h e fi n al p us h t o e n d t his pr oj e ct. T o 

m y fri e n ds a n d f a mil y w h o s u p p ort e d m e al o n g t h e w a y. A bi g t h a n k s t o e v er y o n e i n t h e E MI T A 

f a mil y w h o eit h er dir e ctl y or i n dir e ctl y h el p e d a n d s u p p ort e d: A ar o n C o o ns, E mil y H ai n es, 

D a w n  W a m b ol d , K at h y G a d d , S ol è n e G a ut hi er , Li a m  W a ds w ort h , R e b e c c a B o ur g e ois, T e e g a n  

B o y d , C o n n or M c B et h,  Fr a n cis  B a art m a n, D al e Fis h er , a n d e v er y o n e els e . I w o ul d li k e t o t h a n k 

m y s u p er vis or Dr. Kis h a S u p er n a nt f or all  h er s u p p ort o v er t h e y e ars. A bi g t h a n ks  t o all t h e 

l o c als of E ast e n d a n d M a pl e Cr e e k i n cl u di n g J o a n H o d gi ns, M el Fit c h, R o b ert G e b h ar dt, a n d 

D o n n y W hit e. Y o u all h e l p e d i n c o u ntl ess w a ys i n cl u di n g hist ori c al l e a ds, a c c o m m o d ati o n,  

v ol u nt e eri n g wit h t h e  e x c a v ati o n , a n d g etti n g m e o n m y f e et d uri n g t h e e arl y ti m es of t his 

pr oj e ct. Fi n all y,  a bi g t h a n ks t o all t h e v ol u nt e ers, i n cl u di n g B er n W ei n h ol d, Eli z a b et h Br y a n, 

J uli a C o utts, R o b ert W a m b ol d, Vi ct ori a H a v er o e n, M att h e w Os w al d, S ar a h R o bi ns o n, a n d t o 

e v er y o n e els e w h o assist e d  wit h t h e fi el d w or k . 
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C H A P T E R 1  I N T R O D U C T I O N  

B y t h e mi d dl e of t h e 1 9 t h-c e nt ur y, m a n y M étis w er e e n g a g e d i n a pr a cti c e of o v er wi nt eri n g or 

hi v er n a nt , as it w as c all e d. T h e y h a d b e e n m o vi n g w est w ar d a cr oss t h e pr airi es f o u n di n g n e w 

wi nt er s ettl e m e nts a n d a b a n d o ni n g ol d o n es i n t h eir p urs uit of t h e bis o n h er ds. T h e C y pr ess Hills 

h a d l o n g b e e n k n o w n t o t h e M étis a n d h a d b e e n a d esir a bl e pl a c e a m o n g v ari o us c ult ur es 

( B o n ni c hs e n a n d B al d wi n 1 9 7 8: 1 9-3 9 ; D e ni g a n d H e witt 1 9 3 0: 1 6 -1 7, 8 1 -8 8 ). V ari o us s o ur c es 

s h o w t h at s o m e M étis w er e usi n g t h e hills i nfr e q u e ntl y i n s o m e c a p a cit y pri or t o 1 8 7 0. It w as 

d uri n g t h e 1 8 6 0s t h at t w o wi nt eri n g s ettl e m e nts w er e est a blis h e d r el ati v el y cl os e t o t h e e ast er n 

e d g e of t h e hills a n d t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e ; W o o d M o u nt ai n ( M o nt a g n e d e B ois ) w hi c h w as 

a p pr o xi m at el y 1 7 0 kil o m et ers t o t h e e ast a n d W hit e Ri v er ( Ri vi èr e Bl a n c h e ) a p pr o xi m at el y 1 5 0 

kil o m et ers s o ut h -e ast i n w h at w as t h e n t h e T errit or y of M o nt a n a i n t h e U nit e d St at es. E mi gr ati o n 

of M étis f a mili es w est w ar d t o t h es e s ettl e m e nts i n cr e as e d aft er t h e R e d Ri v er R e b elli o n b et w e e n 

1 8 6 9 a n d 1 8 7 0. G e n er all y, t h es e e mi gr a nts w er e b ot h diss atisfi e d wit h c o n diti o ns i n R e d Ri v er 

aft er t h e cr e ati o n of t h e pr o vi n c e of M a nit o b a a n d  w er e  a d diti o n all y dr a w n w est w ar d b y t h e 

r a pi dl y s hri n ki n g bis o n h er ds an d t h e e c o n o mi c o p p ort u niti es t h e y still pr es e nt e d  ( E ns 1 9 9 6: 1 1 4-

1 2 2) . It is fr o m t h es e s ettl e m e nts t h at a m or e r e g ul ar e x c ursi o ns i nt o t h e hills o c c urr e d b e gi n ni n g 

ar o u n d  1 8 7 0.  

T h e ar e a ar o u n d t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e w as k n o w n t o t h e M étis as t h e F o ot of t h e 

M o u nt ai n ( Pi e d d e l a M o nt a g n e ) or T ail of t h e M o u nt ai n (Q u e u e d e l a M o nt a g n e ). F or t h e 

C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e, a d efi n e d o c c u p ati o n o c c urr e d b et w e e n t h e y e ars of 1 8 7 0 a n d 1 8 8 2. T h e 

first o c c u p ati o n p eri o d w as  r o u g hl y b et w e e n t h e y e ars of 1 8 7 0 a n d 1 8 7 4 a n d is b est c h ar a ct eris e d 

b y a n i nfr e q u e nt s ettl e m e nt a n d visits  b y s m all gr o u ps of M étis h u nt ers a n d tr a d ers. T h e s e c o n d 
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o c c u p ati o n p eri o d o c c urr e d  b et w e e n r o u g hl y 1 8 7 4 a n d 1 8 7 8 w h er e a p pr o xi m at el y 7 0 f a mili es 

c o nsisti n g of a b o ut 4 0 0 i n di vi d u als li v e d o n t h e  sit e a n d t h e s urr o u n di n g ar e a. T his s e c o n d 

o c c u p ati o n p eri o d c orr es p o n ds t o t h e est a blis h m e nt of t w o ot h er m aj or hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts i n 

t h e C y pr ess Hills; F o ur Mil e C o ul e e a n d t h e H e a d of t h e M o u nt ai n.  T h e l ast o c c u p ati o n p eri o d 

o c c ur r e d b et w e e n 1 8 7 8 a n d 1 8 8 2 w h er e t h e sit e w as  m ai nl y o c c u pi e d b y m e m b ers of t h e 

L afr a m b ois e f a mil y a n d s e v er al ot h er M étis tr a d ers. T h e sit e w as fi n all y a b a n d o n e d i n 1 8 8 2 as 

t h e r e m ai ni n g o c c u p a nts m o v e d t o v ari o us l o c ati o ns o n t h e n ort hsi d e of t h e hills al o n g t h e n e wl y 

est a b lis h e d r ail w a y li n e, t h o u g h m ost h a d a b a n d o n e d t h e sit e i n t h e y e ars pri or. S o m e i nfr e q u e nt 

p atr ols a n d t e m p or ar y s u m m er o c c u p a n c y b y t h e N ort h -W est M o u nt e d P oli c e ( N W M P ) o c c urr e d 

i n t h e f e w y e ars pri or u ntil a p er m a n e nt N W M P p ost w as est a blis h e d at t h e c urr e nt t o w nsit e of 

E ast e n d, S as k at c h e w a n i n 1 8 8 7. F or t h e r e m ai n d er of t his t h esis, t h e E n glis h n a m es f or v ari o us 

hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts will b e us e d w hil e “ F o ot of t h e M o u nt ai n ”  will o c c asi o n all y b e us e d t o 

r ef er t o t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e d uri n g its ti m e of o c c u p a n c y as a M étis hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nt. 

T h e n o n -M étis o c c u p ati o n at t h e sit e o c c urr e d c o n c urr e ntl y i n t h e l ast y e ar of t h e s e c o n d 

o c c u p ati o n p eri o d a n d t hr o u g h o ut t h e  t hir d o c c u p ati o n p eri o d aft er t h e d e v el o p m e nt of a s m all 

N W M P  o ut p ost w hi c h w as est a blis h e d first t e m p or aril y i n 1 8 7 7 a n d p er m a n e ntl y aft er w ar ds 

u ntil t h e e arl y 1 8 8 0s. F or t h e r e m ai n d er of t his t h esis, t h e n a m e E ast E n d P ost will r ef er 

s p e cifi c all y t o t h e N W M P o ut p ost.  

T h e ar e a w as o p e n e d t o s ettl e r c o m m u niti es d uri n g t h e l at e 1 8 9 0s a n d t h e l a n d 

s urr o u n di n g t h e sit e w as  pri m aril y p art of a r a n c h a n d p ast ur e f or m u c h of t h e 2 0t h-c e nt ur y. 

S e v er al c ult ur al d e pr essi o ns a n d c hi m n e ys w er e t h e o nl y visi bl e r e m ai ns of t h e M étis hi v er n a nt  

c a bi ns a n d w er e w ell -k n o w n f e at u r es i n t h e l o c al c o m m u nit y, g ar n eri n g t h e sit e n a m e - C hi m n e y 
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C o ul e e. N u m er o us a m at e ur ar c h a e ol o gists a n d hist ori a ns h a v e c oll e ct e d artif a cts fr o m t h e sit e 

o v er t h e y e ars a n d  l ar g e-s c al e d estr u cti o n t o o n e p art of t h e sit e o c c urr e d d uri n g t h e 1 9 7 0s w h e n 

a l o c al r o a d w as e x p a n d e d . T h e sit e w as f or m all y s ur v e y e d a n d m a p p e d i n t h e 1 9 8 0s b y B url e y 

et al.  ( 1 9 9 2). S o m e ar c h a e ol o gi c al  i n v esti g ati o ns o c c urr e d d uri n g t h e 1 9 9 0s w hi c h i d e ntifi e d o n e 

c a bi n f e at ur e w hi c h w as e x c a v at e d a n d  is c o m m o nl y att est e d t o b e t h e l o n g h o us e o c c u pi e d b y 

H u ds o n’s B a y C o m p a n y ( H B C) tr a d er Is a a c C o wi e. It h a d b e e n b uilt b y his M étis g ui d es i n a n  

hi v er n a nt  st yl e d uri n g t h e l att er m o nt hs of 1 8 7 1 b ef or e b ei n g b ur nt d o w n  t h e f oll o wi n g s pri n g. 

T h e e x a ct l o c ati o n of t h e M étis hi v er n a nt  c a bi ns  fr o m t h e ot h er s ettl e m e nt p eri o ds ar e g e n er all y 

n ot k n o w n as t h e c hi m n e y r e m ai ns w er e m ostl y dis pl a c e d b y visit ors a n d l o c als  o v er t h e y e ars 

al o n gsi d e si g nifi c a nt o v er gr o wt h of v e g et ati o n o c c urr i n g o n  t h e sit e. T h e i niti al r es e ar c h f or t his 

t h esis w as first c o n d u ct e d i n 2 0 1 3. Dr. Kis h a S u p er n a nt fr o m t h e U ni v ersit y of Al b ert a c h os e t h e 

C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e t o b e p art of t h e E MI T A ( E x pl ori n g M étis I d e ntit y T hr o u g h Ar c h a e ol o g y) 

r es e ar c h pr oj e ct b e c a us e of its a c c essi bilit y a n d k n o w n M étis hi v er n a nt  c o m p o n e nt . T h e 2 0 1 3 

i n v esti g ati o n r e v e al e d a s m all artif a ct c o n c e ntr ati o n i n a 1 0 0 c m x  5 0 c m e x c a v ati o n u nit wit h a 

s us p e ct e d M étis ass o ci ati o n.  

I n v esti g ati n g t h e M étis c o m p o n e nt t o t his sit e is i m p ort a nt f or v ari o us r e as o ns. As will b e 

d es cri b e d i n C h a p t er 4, f e w hi v er n a nt  sit es h a v e b e e n i n v esti g at e d ar c h a e ol o gi c all y.  T h e  M étis 

as a gr o u p ar e, i n  g e n er al , a f airl y u n d err e pr es e nt e d p e o pl e i n t h e hist ori c al r e c or ds d es pit e b ei n g 

s o i nt e gr al t o t h e C a n a di a n W est. Ar c h a e ol o g y at hi v er n a nt  sit es c a n h el p t o pl a c e t h eir c ult ur e , 

v ast ki ns hi p n et w or ks , a n d i nfl u e n c e i n ti m e a n d pl a c e. F or t h e r esi d e nts of t his sit e  i n t h e 1 8 7 0s, 

t h eir tr a diti o n al bis o n-b as e d lif est yl e w as q ui c kl y c o mi n g t o a n e n d. H o w t h e y w er e usi n g t h eir 

c ult ur e t o a d a pt t o a n u n c ert ai n f ut ur e is o n e s u c h q u esti o n t h at li k el y n e e d m a n y st u di es li k e t h is 



 
 

4  

t o h el p a ns w er. Fi n all y, pr o vi di n g a gr e at er visi bilit y t o t h eir c ult ur e a n d hist or y o n t h e l a n ds c a p e 

is i m p ort a nt t o h el p a ns w er br o a d er q u esti o ns of r e c o g niti o n i n t h e f a c e of t h e c ol o ni al n a rr ati v es 

( S u p er n a nt 2 0 1 8). T his st u d y ai ms t o pr o vi d e a b as eli n e st u d y f or f ut ur e hi v er n a nt  st u di es at t his 

sit e a n d ot h ers i n a n d ar o u n d t h e C y pr ess Hills. 

 

Fi g ur e 1 .1  L o c ati o n of t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e i n  s o ut h w est er n S as k at c h e w a n.  

 

1. 1  R e s e a r c h Q u e sti o n s  a n d G e n e r al M et h o d s  

T h e r es e ar c h q u esti o n f or t h e 2 0 1 7 fi el d s e as o n w as f airl y m os d est i n s c o p e. It w as to si m pl y 

e x p a n d o n a  s m all e x c a v ati o n u nit fr o m 2 0 1 3 w hi c h c o nt ai n e d a pr o misi n g artif a ct c o n c e ntr ati o n  

a n d t o s e e h o w r efl e cti v e it w as t o t h e hist ori c all y k n o w n  hi v er n a nt  c o m p o n e nt o n  t h e sit e. 

D uri n g t h e 2 0 1 7 e x c a v ati o ns , s e v er al dis c o v eri es l e d t o t h e d e v el o p m e nt of m or e  r es e ar c h 
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q u esti o ns a n d p ossi biliti es . A s us p e ct e d c a bi n w all f e at ur e w as f o u n d w hi c h pr o vi d e d 

o p p ort u niti es t o s p ati all y d et er mi n e t h e si z e , e xt e nt , a n d distri b uti o n p att er ns of artif a cts. A  

r eli a bl e fi n e s cr e e ni n g m et h o d w as als o est a blis h e d fr o m pr e vi o usl y s u c c essf ul m et h o ds f or a n 

a c c ur at e r etri ev al of  hi g hl y fr a g m e nt e d  artif a cts . T h e dis c o v er y of a u ni q u e fl o w er b e a d w or k 

p att er n, w hi c h is disti n ctl y M étis i n st yl e, g a v e a n i n di c ati o n t h at t his c a bi n c o ul d pr o vi d e g o o d 

r es e ar c h o p p ort u niti es i n a m ostl y w ell -pr es er v e d c o nt e xt . L astl y, b ei n g pr o vi d e d  g o o d hist ori c al 

d o c u m e nt ati o n b y l o c al hist ori c e nt h usi asts, i n cl u di n g a p h ot o gr a p h of t h e M étis r esi d e nts at t h e 

sit e i n 1 8 7 8, g a v e a d diti o n al m oti v ati o n t o e st a blis h a r eli a bl e a n d d et ail e d hist or y t o gi v e gr e at er 

c o nt e xt t o t h e m at eri al r e m ai ns a n d t h e sit e i n g e n er al.  

T h e pr e cis e hist or y a n d c ult ur al e x p eri e n c e of t h e M étis o c c u p a nts  at t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e 

sit e m a y n e v er b e f ull y k n o w n. T h e p ur p os e of t his t h esis is t o gi v e t h e b est  a p pr o xi m ati o n 

a v ail a bl e  t o t h e lif e w a ys a n d m oti v ati o ns of t h es e r esi d e nts a n d a n a n al ysis of t h eir m at eri al 

r e m ai ns. Wit h hist ori c al ar c h a e ol o g y w e c a n f ull y utili z e all t h es e a n al yti c al t o ols t o b e gi n t o g et 

a m or e c o m pl et e u n d erst a n di n g of t h e m at eri al  ass e m bl a g e f o u n d a n d t o  a c c e nt u at e t h eir 

m e a ni n g. Hist ori c al r es e ar c h w as b as e d u p o n e x h a usti v e  ar c hi v al w or k as w ell as ot h er p u bli cl y 

h el d  s o ur c es. Ar c h a e ol o gi c al r es e ar c h first i n v ol v e d e x c a v ati n g t hr e e, 1 . 0 m x 1. 0 m e x c a v ati o n 

u nits a n d e x a mi ni n g t h e  c ult ur al m at eri als f o u n d. T h e s u c c ess of t h e 2 0 1 7 fi el d s e as o n l e d t o a 

s e c o n d i n t h e s u m m er of 2 0 1 8 w hi c h e x p a n d e d o n t h e fi n di n gs b y a d di n g f o ur m or e e x c a v ati o n 

u nits of t h e s a m e si z e. A d diti o n al i n v esti g ati o ns o c c urr e d i n t h e s u m m er of 2 0 1 9 b ut wit h a 

diff er e nt r es e ar c h f o c us. Wit h t h at e n d, t h e 2 0 1 9 d at a h as b e e n m ostl y o mitt e d fr o m t his st u d y . 
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1. 2  C h a pt e r O v e r vi e w  

C h a pt er 2 pr o vi d es t h e r e a d er wit h t hr e e diff er e nt ar e as of b a c k gr o u n d k n o wl e d g e i nt o t his 

s u bj e ct. First , is t h e g e n er al b a c k gr o u n d of t h e M é tis as a disti n ct c ult ur al a n d et h ni c i d e ntit y. 

S e c o n dl y, is a b a c k gr o u n d t o  t h e pr a cti c e of hi v er n a nt  a n d v ari o us hist ori c al i m pr essi o ns 

pr o vi d e d  b y M étis a n d n o n -M étis  s o ur c es . L astl y, is a g e n er al b a c k gr o u n d t o t h e n at ur al a n d 

h u m a n hist or y of t h e C y pr e ss Hills  a n d ar e a s urr o u n di n g t h e sit e.   

C h a pt er 3 will pr o vi d e a c o m pr e h e nsi v e hist or y of t h is sit e a n d t h e ot h er hi v er n a nt  

s ettl e m e nts i n t h e C y pr ess Hills. T h is c h a pt er is br o k e n d o w n i nt o f o ur p arts. T h e first will b e a 

bri ef m e nti o n of e arl y M étis e n c o u nt ers wit h t h e C y pr ess Hills pri or t o 1 8 7 0. T h e f oll o wi n g t hr e e 

p arts of t h e c h a pt er will o utli n e t h e t hr e e pri m ar y o c c u p ati o n p eri o ds of t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e  

b y t h e M étis . S o m e s n a ps h ots i nt o w h at lif e w as li k e at t h e sit e pri or t o its e v e nt u al a b a n d o n m e nt 

ar e f o u n d wit hi n  as w ell .  

C h a pt er 4 first dis c uss es t h e p ost-o c c u p ati o n p eri o d of t h e sit e fr o m t h e l at e 1 9 t h-c e nt ur y 

t o t h e pr es e nt d a y. T his c h a pt er will o utli n e a n y pr e vi o us hist ori c al or ar c h a e ol o gi c al r es e ar c h 

c o n d u ct e d b y b ot h a m at e urs a n d pr of essi o n als. It will o utli n e s o m e of t h e ot h er st u di es i n 

hi v er n a nt  ar c h a e ol o g y a n d t h e n it will d es cri b e t h e p ast r es e ar c h c o n d u ct e d o n t h e C hi m n e y 

C o ul e e sit e.  

C h a pt er 5 pr es e nts t h e ar c h a e ol o gi c al d at a r e c o v er e d fr o m t h e 2 0 1 7 a n d 2 0 1 8 fi el d 

s e as o ns. T his c h a pt er will st art b y d es cri bi n g t h e m et h o d ol o g y us e d i n e x pl ori n g a n d e x c a v ati n g 

t h e hi v er n a nt  c a bi n at t h e f o c us of t his st u d y . T h e n it will o utli n e t h e artifa ct cl assifi c ati o n us e d 

t o i nt er pr et t h e d at a. T his c h a pt er will t h e n pr es e nt t h e s e v e n e x c a v ati o n u nits, t h eir 

s e di m e nt ati o n, n ot a bl e fi n ds,  a n d t h e artif a ct t ot als  f or e a c h.  
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C h a pt er 6 is t h e fi n al c h a pt er w h er e s o m e of t h e s p ati ali z e d artif a ct d at a will b e pr es e nt e d 

a n d dis c uss e d. T h e r es ults fr o m t his st u d y will als o b e c o m p ar e d t o t h e r es ults of o n e ot h er  

hi v er n a nt  sit e, P etit e Vill e. I nt er pr et ati o ns, dis c ussi o ns, a n d t h e or y will f oll o wi n g wit h s o m e 

i nsi g ht i nto p ot e nti al f ut ur e dir e cti o ns a n d r e c o m m e n d ati o ns f or f ut ur e hi v er n a nt  e x c a v ati o ns .  
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C H A P T E R 2  B A C K G R O U N D  

2. 1  I nt r o d u cti o n  

T his c h a pt er o utli n es t h e v ari o us b a c k gr o u n d  i nf or m ati o n n e c ess ar y t o u n d erst a n d t his r es e ar c h 

s u bj e ct . T h e t o pi c of M étis hi v er n a nt  lif est yl e a n d c ult ur e is n ot w ell d es cri b e d hist ori c all y a n d, 

as w e will s e e i n C h a pt er 4, r ar el y st u di e d i n a n ar c h a e ol o gi c al c o nt e xt. T his c h a pt er first br o a dl y 

a d dr ess es t h e t o pi c of M étis as a p e o pl e fr o m w h o t h e y ar e, t h eir ori gi ns, a n d h o w t h e pr a cti c e of 

hi v er n a n t pl a y e d a r ol e i n t h eir d e v el o p m e nt as a p e o pl e. T h e n a bri ef hist or y of h o w t h e pr a cti c e 

of hi v er n a nt  c h a n g e d o v er ti m e i n t h e e arl y 1 9 t h-c e nt ur y. F oll o wi n g t h at ar e s o m e hist ori c al 

d es cri pti o ns a n d i m pr essi o ns of t his c ult ur al pr a cti c e fr o m b ot h a n o utsi d er a n d a n i nsi d er’s 

p ers p e cti v e. T h e f e w M étis d es cri pti o ns of hi v er n a nt  c a bi ns a n d lif est yl e ar e us e d as m u c h as 

p ossi bl e fr o m t h e li mit e d s o ur c es. L astl y, t his c h a pt er gi v es a n e n vir o n m e nt al b a c k gr o u n d of t h e 

C y pr ess Hills , t h e sit e, a n d its d esir a bl e n at ur al f e at ur es  t o h u m a n o c c u p ati o n. 

 

2. 2  M étis B a c k g r o u n d  

2. 2. 1  D efi ni n g  M étis  

T h e M étis ar e b est d efi n e d as a p ost -c ol o ni al I n di g e n o us p e o pl e of C a n a d a. T h e et h ni c gr o u p w e 

r ef er t o as “ M étis ” ar e g e n er all y s e e n as a di v ers e p e o pl es w hi c h e n c o m p ass e d m a n y 

b a c k gr o u n ds a n d w er e all c o n n e ct e d t o t h e hist ori c al C a n a di a n F ur Tr a d e. T h e y w er e c all e d b y 

m a n y diff er e nt n a m es b y b ot h I n di g e n o us a n d n o n -I n di ge n o us  p e o pl es s u c h as B ois -Br ul é, h alf 

br e e ds , or Oti p e misi w a k  “ t h e p e o pl e w h o o w n t h e ms el v es ” ( P a y m e nt 1 9 9 0). T h e  n a m e “ M étis ” 

is d eri v e d fr o m t h e Fr e n c h t er m m étis/ m étiss e, t o r ef er t o p e o pl e of a mi x e d h erit a g e. T h e t er m 

“ M étis ” wit h t h e a c c e nt e d “ e ” is g e n er all y a c c e pt e d as r e pr es e nt ati v e of tr a diti o n all y Fr e n c h a n d 
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E n glis h s p e a ki n g ass o ci at e d c o m m u niti es t h o u g h s o m e pr ef er t h e t er m “ M etis ” t o b e m or e 

i n cl usi v e of all ( A n d ers e n 2 0 1 4: 4 4-5 3) . I n g e n er al, t h e Fr e n c h s p e a ki n g ass o ci at e d c o m m u niti es 

b as e d ar o u n d t h e R e d Ri v er a n d n e ar b y s ettl e m e nts w er e hist ori c all y l ar g er i n p o p ul ati o n a n d 

m or e p oliti c al ass erti v e of t h eir p e o pl e h o o d. F or t his r e as o n, t h e t er m “ M étis ” is n o w m or e oft e n 

us e d f or t h e e ntir e c oll e cti v e of b ot h Fr e n c h a n d E n glis h -s p e a ki n g  c o m m u niti es a n d t h eir 

d es c e n d a nts. F urt h er m or e, i n t his st u d y w e ar e e x a mi ni n g t h e M étis hi v er n a nt s w h o li v e d i n t h e 

vi ci nit y of t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e a n d t h e C y pr ess Hills d uri n g t h e 1 8 7 0s a n d e arl y 1 8 8 0s. 

T h es e f a mili es w er e ass o ci at e d wit h t h e Fr e n c h s p e a ki n g M étis c o m m u niti es of t h e R e d Ri v er 

a n d P e m bi n a s ettl e m e nts a n d w o ul d li k el y h a v e i d e ntifi e d t h e ms el v es as M étis. It is als o 

i m p ort a nt t o n ot e t h at t h e M étis w er e n ot li mit e d t o s ol el y Fr e n c h or E n glis h c o m m u niti es i n 

t er ms of l a n g u a g e. Mi c h i ef a n d B u n gi w er e l a n g u a g es t h at h a d als o  d e v el o p e d a m o n g M étis 

c o m m u niti es a n d a v ari et y of I n di g e n o us l a n g u a g es w er e us e d b y m a n y . M ost M étis k n e w 

s e v er al l a n g u a g es a n d li v e d wit hi n a f e w diff er e nt c ult ur al -li n g uisti c w orl ds ( C h ar ett e 1 9 7 6: 9 0; 

W e e ks 1 9 9 4: 1 5 0 -1 5 1; St -O n g e a n d P o dr u c h n y 2 0 1 2: 7 0 -7 3).  

 O n a wi d er s c al e, t h e t er m “ M étis ” is g e n er all y li mit e d t o d es cri b e p e o pl e w h o f or m e d a 

n e w c oll e cti v e i d e ntit y d uri n g t h e F ur Tr a d e er a b et w e e n t h e  1 7 t h a n d  1 9 t h c e nt ur i es i n t h e Gr e at 

L a k es r e gi o n a n d w h at  w as  hist ori c all y  c all e d R u p ert’s L a n d. W hil e i n cl usi v e of m a n y p e o pl es, 

t h e e x a ct d efi niti o n of “ M étis ” h as n ot c o m e t o a c o ns e ns us a m o n g a c a d e mi cs a n d d es c e n d a nt 

c o m m u niti es  ( A n d ers e n 2 0 1 4: 4 4-5 3 ; G a u dr y a n d L er o u x 2 0 1 7). A  st u m bli n g bl o c k r el at e d t o 

t his d efi niti o n g e n er all y r e g ar ds t h e m a n y ot h er c o m m u niti es a cr oss e ast er n C a n a d a w h o ar e 

ass erti n g t h eir o w n u ni q u e hist ori es a n d p e o pl e h o o d b ut h a v e n o d efi niti v e c o n n e cti o n t o t h e F ur 

Tr a d e or t h e p e o pl e i n t h e C a n a di a n W est. M étis i d e ntit y a m o n g d es c e n d a nt p e o pl es ar e still a 
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p oi nt of c o nt e nti o n a n d l e g al dis p ut es ( A n d ers e n 2 0 1 4; S u p er n a nt 2 0 1 8). A  m aj or pr o bl e m i n 

cr e ati n g a cl e ar a n d s p e cifi c d efi niti o n li es i n t h e l ar g e g e o gr a p hi c al ar e a a n d ti m efr a m e i n w hi c h 

w e ar e dis c ussi n g. W olf art ( 2 0 1 2: 1 2 0 -1 3 4) i d e ntifi es t h e pr o bl e ms wit h g e o gr a p hi c al 

m e m b ers hi p a n d ar g u es a g ai nst a s p ati ali z e d et h ni cit y. I n d e e d, m a n y p e o pl es of v ari o us 

E ur o p e a n a n d I n di g e n o us c ult ur es c o ntri b ut e d t o w h at w o ul d b e c o m e t h e M étis p e o pl e. 

H o w e v er, it is oft e n t h e si mil ariti es i n  c ult ur al e x pr essi o n t h at ar e t h e f o c us of m o d er n 

s c h ol ars hi p.  St -O n g e a n d P o dr u c h n y  ( 2 0 1 2: 5 9-8 3)  us e hist ori c al e x a m pl es fr o m m a n y p e o pl e 

s h ari n g si mil ar b ut diff er e nt lif est yl es a n d pr of essi o ns a cr oss t h e l ar g e g e o gr a p hi c al ar e a of t h e 

C a n a di a n W est  d uri n g t h e f ur tr a d e.  T h e k e y p oi nts t h at t h e y t a k e a w a y ar e t h e c o m m o n aliti es of 

ki ns hi p, m o bilit y, c ult ur al, a n d hist ori c al c o n n e cti o ns. E x e m plifi e d b y a hist ori c e x a m pl e, L o uis 

G o ul et ( C h ar ett e 1 9 8 0: 4 3) e x pl ai ns t h at:  

“ B a c k t h e n, f a mil y ti es a m o n g t h e M étis c o ul d str et c h t o i nfi nit y, s o t o s p e a k. If 

t w o gr a n df at h ers tr a d e d d o gs o n e d a y, t h at w as e n o ug h f or t h eir 

gr a n d c hil dr e n t o c all t h e ms el v es r el ati v es. C hil dr e n of c o usi ns t w o or t hr e e 

ti m es r e m o v e d t ur n e d i nt o u n cl es a n d a u nts. T h e i n-l a ws of c hil dr e n u nit e d b y 

m arri a g e w er e c all e d ditt a w a w o k. ”  

T h er ei n li es a c o m m o n  e x pr essi o n of et h ni cit y a n d i d e n tit y. T h e M étis as a s h ar e d n ati o n h o o d 

a n d ar e a p e o pl e e m er g e nt fr o m t h eir hist ori c al a n d c ult ur al c o n n e cti o ns ti e d t o t h e f ur tr a d e 

l a n ds c a p es ( S u p er n a nt 2 0 1 8). 
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2. 2. 2  Et h n o g e n esis T h e o r y  a n d t h e M étis  

A n y st u d y r e g ar di n g M étis p e o pl es or c ult ur e r e q uir es a fir m hist ori c al c o nt e xt. C ol o ni al 

o bj e cti v es  o v ers h a d o w t h e n arr ati v es of e m er g e nt p e o pl es li k e t h e M étis a n d t h e C a n a di a n W est 

is a pri m e e x a m pl e as a s ettl er d o mi n a nt n arr ati v e ( A n d ers e n 2 0 1 4: 2 0). T h e t ur b ul e nt str u g gl e o f 

M étis r e c o g niti o n of p e o pl e h o o d t hr o u g h o ut t h e 1 9 t h-c e nt ur y r es ult e d i n a n e ar sil e n c e of c ult ur al 

s elf -d e cl ar ati o n u ntil t h e s e c o n d h alf of t h e 2 0 t h-c e nt ur y. T his is r efl e ct e d i n t h e e x pl osi v e ris e i n 

s elf -r e p ort e d a n c estr y i n t h e l ast f e w it er ati o ns of t h e C a n a di a n c e ns us ( A n d ers e n 2 0 1 4: 7 8 -8 9) . 

T h e fi el d of h ist ori c al a r c h a e ol o g y is es p e ci all y p ois e d t o assist i n t h e v ali d ati o n a n d st u d y of 

M étis p e o pl e h o o d. N arr ati v es a n d c ult ur al e x p eri e n c es, i n t his c as e a st u d y of wi nt eri n g  or  

hi v er n a nt , c a n b e b ett er u n d erst o o d, hi g hli g ht e d, a n d e v e n r e dis c o v er e d w h e n a p pl yi n g s u c h 

m et h o ds.  Ors er ( 2 0 1 0: 1 2 4)  i d e ntifi es t h at t h e g o al of m o d er n hist ori c al ar c h a e ol o g y s h o ul d b e t o 

b e n efit t h e d es c e n d a nt c o m m u niti es. I n t his c as e, t o c o ntri b ut e t o t h e n arr ati v e of t h e M étis 

f a mili es a n d t h eir c ult ur e t o o n e  s p e cifi c  l o c alit y w hi c h w as eff e cti v el y er as e d  b y l at er s ettl er 

n arr ati v es . A d diti o n all y, N e w m a n ( 2 0 1 4: 1 3 0) i d e ntifi es a t h at t h e l a c k of a c o m pr e h e nsi v e 

tr a diti o n al us e s ur v e y h as b e e n l ar g el y d etri m e nt al t o t h e M étis. R el ati n g t o  t h e C y pr ess Hills i n 

p arti c ul ar, t his st u d y c o ul d b e of assist a n c e t o  d es c e n d a nt c o m m u niti es a n d t h eir o n g oi n g 

str u g gl es t o ass ert t h eir hist ori c ri g hts t o t h e ar e a ( Dr a k e 2 0 1 3).  H el pi n g t o r e d efi n e  t his 

p arti c ul ar sit e a n d s urr o u n di n g ar e a is i m p ort a nt b e c a us e m u c h of t h e  d es c e n d e nt c o m m u niti es 

h a v e l o n g si n c e m o v e d els e w h er e  wit h f e w r e m ai ni n g . W hil e t h e y m a y b e a w ar e of t h eir hist or y, 

t h e s p e cifi cs s urr o u n di n g t h eir  r el ati o ns hi p t o t his sit e is li k el y l ost d u e t o t h e l o n g pr o c ess of 

dis p oss essi o n a n d t h e t e m p or ar y n at ur e of its o c c u p a n c y . 
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M u c h of t h e a c a d e mi c lit er at ur e a n d p ast r es e ar c h r e g ar di n g M étis ar c h a e ol o gi c al sit es 

h a v e f o c us e d o n  q u esti o ns of et h n o g e n esis. M étis hist or y a n d c ult ur al pr a cti c es, s u c h as 

hi v er n a nt , ar e s u bs e q u entl y i nt ert wi n e d wit h dis c ussi o ns of et h n o g e n esis w hi c h r efl e ct t h e 

a nt hr o p ol o gi c al q u esti o ns r e g ar di n g c ult ur al e m er g e n c e a n d c h a n g e  ( S u p er n a nt 2 0 1 8). St urt e v a nt 

( 1 9 7 1: 9 2-1 2 8)  pr o p os e d t h e c o n c e pt of et h n o g e n esis a n d h as si n c e b e e n d efi n e d as a s eri es  of 

tr a nsf or m ati o n al pr o c ess es w h er e a n e m er g e nt gr o u p e x pr ess es t h eir et h ni c i d e ntit y o v er ti m e. 

T his is a c o nti n u al pr o c ess w h er e t h e i d e ntit y of t h e e m er g e nt gr o u p is n e g oti at e d a n d r e -

n e g oti at e d o v er ti m e a n d hist or y, wit h c ult ur al ot h ers  ( Al b ers 1 9 9 6:9 0 -9 2; C a m p b ell 2 0 0 2: 5 4 1 -

5 4 2) . T h e M étis h a v e d e m o nstr at e d t h eir di v ers e a n c estr y t hr o u g h t h e c o n v er g e n c e of s o ci o -

e c o n o mi c f ur tr a d e s yst e ms o n a n I n di g e n o us l a n ds c a p e d uri n g e arl y pr e-c o nf e d er ati o n C a n a d a, 

i n di c ati n g t h eir m ultif a c et e d ori gi ns. As a n as c e nt gr o u p t h at e m er g e d fr o m t h es e s yst e ms, t h e 

c o n c e pt of et h n o g e n esis is hi g hl y r el e v a nt t o u n d erst a n di n g t h e ori gi ns a n d d e v el o p m e nt of t h e 

M étis as a disti n ct p e o pl e.  T h eir hist or y d uri n g t h e 1 9 t h-c e nt ur y c a n b e a d e q u at el y s u m m e d u p as 

a str u g gl e t o n e g oti at e a n d r e -n e g oti at e t h eir i d e ntit y i n t h e f a c e of t h e c ol o ni al e nt a n gl e m e nts  

( R u b ert o n e 2 0 0 0: 4 3 7-4 3 9) . S p e cifi c all y, t his st u d y f o c us es o n t h e t ur b ul e nt y e ars aft er t h e R e d 

Ri v er R e b elli o n of 1 8 7 0, w h er e m a n y M étis m o v e d w est t o f or m c o m m u niti es i n w i nt eri n g ar e as, 

a n d b ef or e t h e N ort h w est R e b elli o n of 1 8 8 5 w h er e t h e y w o ul d st art t o b e c o m e i n cr e asi n gl y 

dis e nfr a n c his e d. T his ti m e p eri o d is  w h e n t h e bis o n -b as e d e c o n o m y w as o n t h e v er g e of c oll a ps e 

a n d t h e M étis w er e t hr ust i n a r a pi dl y c h a n gi n g w orl d i n  t h e f a c e of l o o mi n g w est er n s ettl e m e nt 

a n d a r e -n e g oti at e d l a n ds c a p e.  

St -O n g e a n d P o dr u c h y  ( 2 0 1 2: 5 9-6 1)  hi g hli g ht t h at t h e pr o c ess of M étis et h n o g e n esis w as 

“ m ur k y a n d l ar g el y u n n oti c e d b y t h os e w h o li v e d t hr o u g h it ”. D es pit e a n y c h all e n g es t h at m a y 
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aris e, it is i m p ort a nt t o st u d y a n d e n g a g e i n dis c o urs e p ert ai ni n g t o t h e M étis. T his is d o n e 

pri m aril y t o a c k n o wl e d g e t h e hist ori c al a n d c ol o ni al c o m pl e xiti es t h at h a v e s h a p e d t h eir 

e x p eri e n c es, as w ell as t o a cti v el y p arti ci p at e i n t h e c o n v ers ati o n c o n c er ni n g t h e f a ct t h at 

c o nt e m p or ar y b o u n d ari es d o n ot a c c ur at el y r e pr es e nt  t h e M étis e x p eri e n c e. T h e M étis a n d ot h er 

I n di g e n o us p e o pl es w er e i nt e gr al t o t h e f o u n d ati o n a n d s u c c ess of C a n a di a n n ati o n b uil di n g. T his 

st u d y is i m p o rt a nt i n r e d efi ni n g a s p e cifi c sit e a n d will c o ntri b ut e t o t h e di al o g u e a n d 

hist ori o gr a p h y t o t h e C y pr ess Hills a n d its r el ati o n t o M étis c ult ur e hist or y.  

 

2. 2. 3  Hi v er n a nt  R es e a r c h a n d M étis I d e ntit y  

E arl y  hist ori c al  writi n gs r e g ar di n g  t h e M étis oft e n f o c us e d o n  t h e hist or y of t h e R e d Ri v er a n d 

t h e p oliti c al m o v e m e nts b y L o uis Ri el. T h e l a n d m ar k t w o-v ol u m e w or k b y ( Gir a u d 1 9 4 5) w as 

t h e first of its ki n d t o f o c us o n t h e M étis p e o pl es, t h eir hist or y, a n d c ult ur e i n e xt e nsi v e d et ail. 

T hr o u g h o ut his st u d y , t h e t o pic of wi nt eri n g w as a n i m p ort a nt str a n d r u n ni n g t hr o u g h t h e e ntir e 

b a c k gr o u n d of M étis hist or y a n d t h eir d e v el o p m e nt as a p e o pl e. O v er all, h e l ai d t h e gr o u n d w or k 

f or l at er a n al ysis a n d r es e ar c h i nt o t h e hi v er n a nt  tr a diti o n t h at w as f ull y f or m e d a n d wi d es pr ea d 

b y t h e 1 8 4 0s.  

T h e t o pi c of wi nt eri n g a n d M étis et h n o g e n esis is ar g u e d b y  F ost er  ( 1 9 9 4: 1-1 1)  as a t w o -

st e p pr o c ess. T h e first st e p r el at es t o t h e 1 8 t h-c e nt ur y p oli c y l ai d o ut b y M o ntr e al b as e d f ur 

tr a di n g c o m p a ni es w hi c h w as i nstr u m e nt al i n est a blis hi ng k e y r el ati o ns hi ps w hi c h w o ul d l e a d t o 

a p o p ul ati o n of “ Fr e e m e n .” I n gr ai n e d wit h a tr a diti o n of wi nt eri n g, t h e s e c o n d st e p of 

et h n o g e n esis w as t h e e n d o g a m o us p o p ul ati o n of e arl y -M étis p e o pl es r ais e d i n t h e wi nt eri n g 

tr a diti o n of t h eir f or e b e ar ers w h o r e ass ert e d t h eir i d e ntit y i n t h e e arl y 1 9 t h-c e nt ur y.  



 
 

1 4  

St -O n g e a n d P o dr u n c h y  ( 2 0 1 2: 8 0-8 3)  d el v e i nt o a n d att e m pt t o a ns w er t h e q u esti o n 

“ w h y ar e t h e M étis u ni q u e ? ” S o m e as p e cts of t h eir c oll e cti v e i d e ntit y ar e t h eir e m er g e n c e o ut of 

t h e f ur tr a d e, t h eir m o bilit y, a n d t h eir cl os e r el ati o ns hi p t o t w o diff er e nt e c o n o mi es. O n e c a n s a y, 

t h e f ur tr a d e w orl d, as li v e d b y t h e M étis, w as o n e of “st a bl e m o bilit y.”  T h e hi v er n a nt  tr a diti o n 

w as a n  i m p ort a nt c ult ur al pr a cti c e f or t h e M étis as it b e c a m e a pr o c ess, c ult ur al f u n cti o n, a n d a n 

e c o n o mi c a cti vit y. A str u ct ur al b as e d a p pr o a c h b y B url e y et al. ( 1 9 9 2)  l o o k e d at h o w s p a c e w as 

us e d o n hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts as w ell as i n t h e h o m e. It w as t h e first t o c o m pr e h e nsi v el y p ut t h e 

hi v er n a nt  tr a diti o n at t h e f or efr o nt a n d ar g u e d its i m p ort a n c e t o M étis lif e w a ys w h et h er fr o m a n 

e c o n o mi c f u n cti o n or a s o ci al -c ult ur al f u n cti o n.  

Wit h r e g ar ds t o t h eir e m er g e n c e as a p e o pl e, t h e hi v er n a nt  tr a diti o n w as ess e n ti al a n d 

n e c ess ar y t o t h e M étis i n t h e l at e 1 9 t h-c e nt ur y a n d all o w e d t h e m t o n e g oti at e a n d r e -n e g oti at e 

t h eir n e w c ult ur al p at h w a ys. T h at is h o w w e ar e g oi n g t o a p pr o a c h t his st u d y r e g ar di n g t h e 

hi v er n a nt  tr a diti o n, as a c ult ur all y fl ui d a cti vit y a n d a k e y  p art of a gr e at er M étis pr o c ess of 

et h n o g e n esis.  

 

2. 3  Hi v e r n a nt  B a c k g r o u n d  

2. 3. 1  T h e o ri gi ns of a w i nt e ri n g tr a diti o n  

T h e M étis  p e o pl e as disti n ct gr o u p w er e  i nt er w o v e n wit h t h e tr a diti o n of wi nt eri n g. T h e 1 8 t h-

c e nt ur y w as a p eri o d f ull y wit hi n a p eri o d of  gl o b al c o oli n g k n o w n as t h e Littl e I c e A g e  ( F a g a n 

2 0 0 0) . Pr os p erit y, l et al o n e s ur vi v al, t hr o u g h t h e l o n g wi nt ers of t h e M étis h o m el a n d w as n ot 

al w a ys a g u ar a nt e e . Wi nt ers l ast e d m or e t h a n h alf of t h e y e ar a n d w er e  a n i m p ort a nt ti m e t o 

h ar v est t h e t hi c k  f urs of bis o n a n d ot h er l ar g e u n g ul at es . Cli m at e r e m ai n e d g e n er all y diffi c ult 
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w ell i nt o t h e 1 8 2 0s a n d l at er w hi c h h el p e d i n f ost eri n g t h e m aj or M étis c e ntr es ar o u n d t h e R e d 

Ri v er  ( Gir a u d 1 9 8 6 b : 1 1-1 3; E ns 1 9 9 6: 1 0).  

T hi c k wi nt er f urs w er e a m aj or s o ur c e of tr a d e b et w e e n E ur o p e a n f ur tr a d ers a n d v ari o us 

I n di g e n o us gr o u ps. As m e nti o n e d e arli er, a ut h ors s u c h as F ost er ( 1 9 9 4) hi g hli g ht t h e i m p ort a n c e 

of wi nt eri n g i n t h e gr a d u al et h n o g e n esis of t h e M étis. T h e n e e d f or I n di g e n o us w o m e n’s 

k n o wl e d g e w as of t h e ut m ost i m p ort a n c e  d uri n g t h e wi nt er m o nt hs w h e n s ur vi v al w as m or e 

diffi c ult  a n d w h er e m u c h of  f ur tr a d e r el at e d e c o n o mi c a cti viti es o c c urr e d. Gir ar d ( 1 9 8 6 a: 2 5 2 -

2 6 0) d es cri b es h o w t h es e w o m e n w er e vit al  i n e v er y as p e ct of lif e. I n a m or e c o m pr e h e nsi v e 

st u d y, V a n Kir k ( 1 9 8 0) e x pl or e d  t h e vit al r ol e I n di g e n o us w o m e n pl a y e d i n t h e e arl y f ur tr a d e 

a n d h o w E ur o p e a n tr a d ers a cti v el y s o u g ht o ut t h es e r el ati o ns hi ps t o n a vi g at e t h e p h ysi c al a n d 

c ult ur al l a n ds c a p e. 

M a n y a ut h ors hist ori c all y c at e g ori z e t h e B attl e of S e v e n O a ks ( 1 8 1 6) a n d t h e wi d er 

P e m mi c a n W ars ( 1 8 1 2 -1 8 2 1) as a di vi di n g li n e i n a M étis n ati o n al a w a ki n g a n d et h n o g e n esis.  

E ns a n d S a w c h u k ( 2 0 1 5: 7 1 -9 1) ar g u e t h at t his  i d e a n e e ds r e -e x a mi ni n g i n t h e hist ori o gr a p h y as 

t h e pr oc ess of et h n o g e n esis w as m u c h m or e gr a d u al o v er t h e f oll o wi n g d e c a d es t o t h es e e v e nts. 

T h e m a n y i nstit uti o n al, e c o n o mi c, a n d c ult ur al r es p o ns es t o a c h a n gi n g w orl d b y t h e M étis, s u c h 

as a n e v e nt u al r eli a n c e o n a n  hi v er n a nt  lif est yl e, di d n ot f ull y cr yst aliz e u ntil d e c a d es l at er a n d 

c o ul d b e s ai d w e nt h a n d i n h a n d wit h t h eir et h n o g e n esis.  

F or t h e first Fr e n c h s p e a ki n g tr a d ers w h o arri v e d i n t h e ar e a of L a k e S u p eri or t o w h at is 

n o w M a nit o b a, t h e r eli a n c e o n t h e I n di g e n o us p e o pl es c a n n ot b e u n d erst at e d. T h e a bilit y t o 

s ur vi v e a n d t hri v e i n t h e h ars h cli m at es of t h e n ort h er n pr airi e a n d p ar kl a n d w er e ess e nti al s kills 

r o ot e d i n t h e I n di g e n o us tr a diti o ns of t h e p e o pl e w h o i n h a bit e d t h e r e gi o n. I n t h e 1 7 3 0s, t h e 
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e arli est Fr e n c h f ur tr a di n g f orts w er e est a blis h e d a l o n g t h e R e d a n d Assi ni b oi n e Ri v ers wit h t h e 

g o al of tr a di n g f urs dir e ctl y wit h t h e I n di g e n o us gr o u ps of t h e ar e a  ( E ns 1 9 9 6: 9-1 9; H o g u e 

2 0 1 5: 1 6 -3 8; F ost er 2 0 0 6: 1 7 -2 3).  

M arri a g es t o t h e w o m e n of t h es e gr o u ps w er e vit al f or t h e s ur vi v al f or t h es e E ur o p e a n 

tr a d ers. T h es e u ni o ns w er e c o n d u ct e d t o est a blis h tr a d e r el ati o ns, ki ns hi p ti es, a n d 

c o m p a ni o ns hi p. Vit all y, t h es e w o m e n i ntr o d u c e d g e n er ati o ns w ort h of k n o wl e d g e a n d s ki lls 

n e c ess ar y t o s ur vi v e s u c h a cli m at e. T h e first g e n er ati o ns of t h eir d es c e n d a nts w er e  i ntr o d u c e d t o 

t h e e arl y w a ys of wi nt eri n g. T h e b a c k dr o p of t h e C a n a di a n W est at t his ti m e w as still r o ot e d i n 

t h e l a n g u a g e, c ult ur e, a n d a w a y of lif e d e p e n d e nt o n a n I n di g e n o us s yst e m i n pl a c e  ( F ost er 

1 9 9 4) . F or t h e I n di g e n o us w o m e n i n t h es e u ni o ns a n d t h eir c hil dr e n, t h e y w er e tr a nsl ati n g, 

n a vi g ati n g, a n d e v e n a d a pti n g t h e n e w s yst e ms i nt o t h e ol d r at h er t h a n t h e ot h er w a y ar o u n d. 

E arl y M étis w er e b or n i nt o a b a c k gr o u n d a n d c ult ur al i nfl u e n c e of t h e m atrili n e al tr a diti o n  

( F ost er 1 9 9 4). It w as t h e w o m a n’s c o n n e cti o ns t h at h a d t h e gr e at est i nfl u e n c e. C o m m u niti es of 

fr e e m e n a n d t h eir ki n r el ati o ns hi ps w er e ti e d t o a n d f ull y i n c or p or at e d i nt o I n di g e n o us n et w or ks 

o n t h e l a n ds c a p e ( H o g u e 2 0 1 5:1 6 -3 2 ). 

M a n y s c h ol ars f o c us o n t h e ri v alr y of t h e t w o f ur tr a d e c o m p a ni es i n t h e l at e 1 8 t h-c e nt ur y 

a n d e arl y 1 9 t h-c e nt ur y as est a blis hi n g a cr u ci al s et of cir c u mst a n c es t h at c o ntri b ut e d t o t h e M étis 

t o s e e t h e ms el v es as a disti n ct gr o up. E v e n t h o u g h i n t h e 1 8 t h-c e nt ur y a l ar g e p o p ul ati o n of 

p e o pl es wit h a mi x e d h erit a g e , pr a cti ci n g a disti n ct s et of c ult ur al n or ms , e xist e d a n d p arti ci p at e d 

i n t h e f ur tr a d e as fr e e m e n m ai nl y f or t h e N ort h w est C o m p a n y ( N W C ), a  c oll e cti v e 

c o ns ci o us n ess a p p e ars t o h a v e h a d b e g u n b ut n ot f ull y t a k e n s h a p e. T h e p o p ul ati o n of e arl y-
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M étis p e o pl es h a d  gr o w n l ar g er wit h e v er y p assi n g y e ar a n d s o w as t h eir a w ar e n ess of t h eir 

disti n ct r ol e i n f ur tr a d e s o ci et y  (Gir a u d 1 9 8 6 b: 5 6 -1 1 8; E ns 1 9 9 6: 9 -1 9 ).  

It w as aft er 1 7 8 9 t h at t his p art of t h e C a n a di a n n ort h w est w as f ull y e ntr e n c h e d i n t h e 

c o m p etiti o n b et w e e n t h e M o ntr e al b as e d N W C a n d t h e L o n d o n, U K b as e d H B C. I n g e n er al, t h e 

N W C w as o p er ati n g d e e p i n t h e n ort h w est a n d e m pl o y e d  a  l ar g e n u m b er of fr e e m e n a n d M étis i n 

v ari o us r ol es f or t h e f u n cti o ni n g of t h eir e ntir e e nt er pris e. M e a n w hil e, t h e H B C m ai nl y o p er at e d 

s u b ar cti c f orts o n t h e H u ds o n’s B a y a n d ot h er m aj or cr ossr o a ds d es pit e b ei n g t e c h ni c all y i n 

c o ntr ol of R u p ert’s L a n d. T h e eff e cti v e n ess of t h e N W C’s tr a di n g pr a cti c es, i n p art t h a n ks t o t h e 

e arl y -M étis, r es ult e d i n a d e cli n e of pr ofits b y t h e H B C a n d a c o n c e ntr at e d eff ort t o est a blis h 

i nl a n d tr a di n g f orts. T h es e f orts w er e oft e n i n t h e s a m e l o c alit y as N W C f orts, w hi c h n at ur all y 

s p ar k e d a h e at e d ri v alr y  ( R oss 1 9 7 0; Gir a u d 1 9 8 6 a: 3 8 9-4 0 1; E ns 1 9 9 6: 9 -1 9).  

T o f urt h er c o m p o u n d t h e iss u es, t h e first d e c a d e of 1 9 t h-c e nt ur y s a w s o m e of t h e c ol d est 

y e ars i n t h e c e nt ur y, w hi c h l e d t o a n i n cr e as e i n l o c ali z e d h u nti n g pr ess ur e. T h e H B C p ost at 

C h ur c hill s a w s u c h s e v er e w e at h er a n d s h ort a g es i n pr o visi o ns t h at t h e y h a d us e d u p all t h eir 

l o n g-t er m s u p pli es b y 1 8 1 2  ( R oss 1 9 7 0: 7 7). F or t h e N W C d uri n g t h e s a m e d e c a d e , p e m mi c a n 

pr o d u cti o n i n cr e as e d as a r es ult w hil e f urs w er e d e cr e asi n g ( R oss 1 9 7 0: 1 2 5). I n di g e n o us gr o u ps 

i n t h e ar e a als o s uff er e d fr o m a d e pl eti o n of f ur b e ari n g a ni m als ar o u n d t h e R e d Ri v er v all e y b y 

1 8 1 1 ( R oss 1 9 7 0: 7 6). B y 1 8 1 0, m a n y I n di g e n o us gr o u ps s a w t h e n e e d t o r et ai n m or e f urs a n d t h e 

tr a d e s hift e d t o pr o vi di n g p e m mi c a n t o t h e f orts i n t h e i nt eri or. A d diti o n all y, t h e W ar of 1 8 1 2 

br o u g ht m or e s u p pl y iss u es f or t h e N W C v e nt ur e at R e d Ri v er as t h eir f ort at S a ult St e. M ari e 

w as d estr o y e d a n d cr oss b or d er tr a d e all o v er c e as e d.  
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It w as d uri n g t h e l ast c o u pl e of d e c a d es of t h e 1 8t h-c e nt ur y a n d t h e first d e c a d e of t h e 

1 9 t h-c e nt ur y t h at s a w t h e b e gi n ni n gs of a wi nt eri n g tr a diti o n i n t h e f ur tr a d e. T h e N W C 

c o nti n u e d t h e tr a diti o ns of e arli er Fr e n c h s p e a ki n g tr a d ers b y b uil di n g t h eir f ur tr a di n g f orts 

i nl a n d a n d n e ar  I n di g e n o us gr o u ps i n c o ntr ast t o t h e H B C p oli c y of st a yi n g al o n g t h e H u ds o n’s 

B a y  ( Gir a u d 1 9 8 6 a: 1 7 9-1 8 0) . T h e N W C all o w e d a n d c o nti n u e d t o e n c o ur a g e  t h eir v o y a g er 

e m pl o y e es a n d p art n er s t o f or m u ni o ns wit h first n ati o ns w o m e n. T h e N W C pr a cti c es a n d 

r eli a n c e o n wi nt eri n g i nfl u e n c ed  t h e pr a cti c e b y i ntr o d u ci n g s o m e E ur o p e a n m a n uf a ct ur e d g o o ds 

s u c h as m et al p ots a n d p a ns. A s e m bl a n c e of l at er hi v er n a nt  tr a diti o ns h a d s o m e i nfl u e n c e fr o m 

t he N W C pr a cti c e of s e c uri n g wi nt eri n g pr o visi o ns ( H o g u e 2 0 1 5: 2 1). 

W hil e  wi nt eri n g  st art e d as a pr a cti c e t o s er vi c e t h e n e e ds of t h e N W C, it c h a n g e d 

o v erti m e as t h e n e e ds f or t h e M étis c h a n g e d o v er t h e d e c a d es. T h e l at e 1 8 t h-c e nt ur y f ur tr a d e i n 

t h e i nt eri or h e a vil y r eli e d o n wi nt er f urs of b e a v er a n d ot h er s m all m a m m als, t h e e arl y 1 9t h-

c e nt ur y b e g a n t o s e e a s hift i nt o a pr o visi o ni n g tr a d e as t h e f ur b e ari n g a ni m al r es o ur c es n e ar t h e 

R e d a n d Assi ni b oi n e ri v ers w er e b ei n g o v er e x h a ust e d  ( Gir a u d 1 9 8 6 a:3 6 5 -4 0 1) . P e m mi c a n 

pr o visi o ni n g a n d wi nt er h u nti n g of bis o n b e c a m e a c or e p art of t h eir b usi n ess i n t his ar e a as 

s u p pli es w er e s hi p p e d t o t h eir f orts f urt h er i nl a n d. C ert ai nl y , s o m e e n vir o n m e nt al f a ct ors k e pt it 

as a n e c ess ar y pr a cti c e. T h e d e c a d e of t h e 1 8 1 0s w as  a m o n g o n e of t h e c ol d est of t h e p ast 

c e nt ur y  ( E d d y 1 9 9 2: 1 1; F a g a n 2 0 0 0: 1 7 0). T h es e c h all e n g es w er e c o m bi n e d wit h a n i n cr e as e i n 

p o p ul ati o n fr o m t h e S el kir k s ettl ers a n d it k e pt t h e pr a cti c e of wi nt er pr o visi o ni n g as a dir e y e ar -

r o u n d n e c essit y.  

T his w as t h e sit u ati o n f a c e d b y t h e M étis N W C r esi d e nts, w or k ers, a n d fr e e m e n w h o 

li v e d i n t h e R e d Ri v er s ettl e m e nt b y 1 8 1 2 w h e n t h e first s ettl ers of t h e n e wl y pr o cl ai m e d S el kir k 
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S ettl e m e nt arri v e d. Aft er a s eri es of c o nfli cts b et w e e n t h e t w o tr a di n g c o m p a ni es c all e d t h e 

P e m mi c a n W ar. Ar m e d militi a o n b ot h si d es l as h e d o ut a g ai nst e a c h ot h er’s f orts as pr o visi o ns 

w er e s ei z e d b y t h e H B C e m pl o y e es o nl y t o b e r e c a pt ur e d b y N W C a n d t h eir M étis e m pl o y e es. 

T h e c o nfr o nt ati o ns a n d r et ali at or y a cti o ns b et w e e n t h e t w o gr o u ps c o nti n u e d f or t h e f oll o wi n g 

y e ars r e a c hi n g a b oili n g p oi nt wit h t h e B attl e of S e v e n O a ks o n J u n e 1 9 t h, 1 8 1 6 w h e n a gr o u p of 

N W C M étis e m pl o y e es d ef e at e d a milit a of H B C e m pl o y e es tr yi n g t o s ei z e a s u p pl y of 

pr o visi o ns. W hil e t e nsi o ns c o nti n u e d i n t h e y e ars aft er w ar ds, it n e v er a g ai n r e a c h e d q uit e t h e 

s a m e l e v el of o p e n c o nfli ct. Ri v alri es fi n all y s u bsi d e d w h e n t h e t w o c o m p a ni es w er e f or c e d t o 

m er g e i n 1 8 2 1 w hil e r et ai ni n g t h e H B C n a m e  ( E ns 1 9 9 6: 9-1 9; F ost er 2 0 0 6: 2 9 -3 1; E ns a n d 

S a w c h u k 2 0 1 5: 7 1 -9 1;  H o g u e 2 0 1 5: 1 6 -3 8).  

F or t h e M étis, t h e d e c a d e l o n g c o nfli ct w as a n i m p ort a nt c at al yst i n h el pi n g t o cr e at e a 

c o m m o n i d e ntit y fr o m a s h ar e d hist or y. W hil e it s e e ms cl e ar t h at hi v er n a nt  c ult ur e w as i n its 

i nf a n c y b ef or e h a n d, t h e d e c a d es f oll o wi n g t h e m er g er w o ul d l e a d t o m or e f or m ali z e d w a ys of 

lif e t h at s pr e a d t h eir n e ar n o m a di c bri g a di n g c ult ur e a n d hi v er n a nt  pr a cti c e  a cr oss t h e n ort h er n 

pr airi e a n d p ar kl a n d  a cr oss t h e C a n a di a n W est.  

 

2. 3. 2  C o m m u nit y g r o wt h  

T h e M étis f elt t h e m a n y c h a n g es t h at o c c urr e d i n t h e R e d Ri v er c ol o n y  aft er 1 8 2 1 , as t h e n e wl y 

m er g e d c o m p a n y  t o o k eff orts t o r estr u ct ur e t h eir o p er ati o ns. F or t h e m ost p art, t h os e w h o w er e 

l o y al t o eit h er c o m p a n y, b e it t h e E n glis h or Fr e n c h s p e a ki n g M étis c o m m u niti es, p ut d o w n t h eir 

diff er e n c es. I m p ort a ntl y, t h e H B C c o ns oli d at e d t h eir f orts a cr oss t h e w h ol e of R u p ert’s L a n d as 

m a n y of t h e pr e vi o us c o m p a n y  f orts h a d b e e n i n cl os e pr o xi mit y  of o n e a n ot h er. M a n y c o m p a n y 
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e m pl o y e es w er e l et g o fr o m t h eir c o ntr a cts i n t h e y e ars aft er t h e m er g er w hi c h r es ult e d i n a l ar g e 

i nfl u x of M étis tr a d ers a n d l a b o ur ers t ur n e d Fr ee m e n i n t h e y e ars t h at f oll o w e d  ( F ost er 2 0 0 6: 3 0-

3 2) . A l ar g e s e g m e nt of t his n e w p o p ul ati o n of Fr e e m e n t ur n e d e ast a n d r el o c at e d wit h t h eir 

f a mili es t o t h e R e d Ri v er a n d t h eir s pr o uti n g n e ar b y  c o m m u niti es s u c h as W hit e H ors e Pl ai n a n d 

P e m bi n a  ( E ns 1 9 9 6: 1 9-2 7) . T h e c o n v er g e n c e a n d gr o wt h of t h e v ari o us M étis c o m m u niti es w er e 

a n i m p ort a nt p art of t h eir c o al es c e n c e i n a s h ar e d i d e ntit y a n d hist or y  ( Gir a u d 1 9 8 6 a:2 3 -2 5).  

T h e s ettl e m e nts al o n g t h e R e d Ri v er as w ell as t h eir s at ellit e c o m m u niti es s a w si g nifi c a nt 

g r o wt h i n t h e f oll o wi n g d e c a d es aft er t h e m er g er d es pit e t h e c h all e n g es t h e y f a c e d. L ar g e 

a m o u nts of  p e m mi c a n w er e still n e e d e d b y t h e H B C f or t h eir c o ns oli d at e d o p er ati o ns a cr oss t h e 

n ort h w est a n d t h e y c o ul d dr a w u p o n t h e l ar g e p o ol of Fr e e m e n a n d t e m p or ar y tr a d e c o ntr a cts t o 

fill t h e or d ers. F or t h e M étis, t h e y b e g a n t o or g a ni z e s u m m er h u nti n g bri g a d es fr o m t h e 

s ettl e m e nts t o f ulfill t h eir p ers o n al n e e ds a n d  t o s atisf y t h e q u ot as f or t h e c o m p a n y (Gir a u d 

1 9 8 6 b: 1 3 2 -1 5 2) . A m o n g t h e r e m ai ni n g p o p ul ati o n of S elkir k s ettl ers, f ar mi n g w as still b ei n g 

att e m pt e d d uri n g t h e 1 8 2 0s a n d 1 8 3 0s w hil e t h e M étis als o t o o k u p li mit e d s u m m er f ar mi n g  ( E ns 

1 9 9 6: 2 3 -2 9 , 3 5-3 7 ). It w as d uri n g t his ti m e t h at s a w a stri n g of p o or h ar v ests a n d cr o p f ail ur e 

al o n gsi d e a p o or  s u m m er bis o n h u nt  (Gir a u d 1 9 8 6 b: 1 6 6 -1 6 8) . F or t h e M étis, t h es e s u bsist e n c e 

u n c ert ai nti es w er e c o n vi n ci n g e n o u g h t o i niti at e a gr e at er e x p a nsi o n of  t h e s u m m er bri g a d es a n d 

t o c o nti n u e wi nt er h u nti n g f or b ot h s u bsist e n c e a n d wi nt er hi d es f or t h e e v er-gr o wi n g p o p ul ati o n 

of t h e c ol o n y a n d n e ar b y c o m m u niti es  (Gir a u d 1 9 8 6 b: 1 0 9 -1 3 5) .  
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2. 3. 3  A  Hi v er n a nt  C ult u r e F o r ms  

As dis c uss e d pr e vi o usl y, e arl y hi v er n a nt  c ult ur al pr a cti c es h a d t h eir ori gi ns i n b ot h I n di g e n o us 

lif e w a ys a n d w er e l at er i nfl u e n c e d b y N W C pr a cti c es. It w as d uri n g t h e ris e of or g a ni z e d 

bri g a d es i n t h e 1 8 2 0s a n d t h e y e ars t h at f oll o w e d t h at hi v er n a nt  c ult ur e st art e d t o t a k e o n a 

disti n ctl y M étis f or m. T h e s u m m er h u nti n g bri g a d es r e q uir e d t h e p arti ci p ati o n of e ntir e f a mili es 

f or t h e pr o c essi n g of p e m mi c a n a n d  t h e wi nt er h u nts w er e e q u all y l a b o ur i nt e nsi v e f or t h e 

pr o c essi n g of bis o n m e at a n d t h eir t hi c k wi nt er hi d es. W h e n hi v er n a nt  c ult ur e e x p a n d e d i n s c o p e 

a n d s c al e , t h e y b e g a n t o r efl e ct t h e s u m m er bri g a di n g c ult ur e wit h ki ns hi p gr o u ps st a yi n g 

t o g et h er a n d s u p p orti n g o n e a n ot h er as wi nt er hi d e h u nti n g r os e i n d e m a n d. T h e r eli gi o us 

i nfl u e n c es i nt o b ot h bri g a d e a n d hi v er n a nt  c ult ur e is als o i m p ort a nt t o n ot e. V ari o us r eli gi o us 

or d ers w er e i n vit e d t o est a blis h t h e ms el v es i n t h e R e d Ri v er c ol o n y i n t h e 1 8 1 0s a n d 1 8 2 0s .  

M a n y M étis a d o pt e d C at h oli cis m wit h t h e C at h oli c or d er of O bl at es b e c o mi n g pr o mi n e nt i n 

j oi ni n g al o n gsi d e t h e s u m m er h u nt a n d l at er wit hi n hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts  wit h s o m e of t h e first 

o c c ur r e n c es of t his h a p p eni n g  i n t h e l at e 1 8 4 0s ( Gir a u d 1 9 8 6 b: 1 5 2-1 5 7) . 

 

2. 3. 4  P ull F a ct o rs a n d P a n d e mi c  

S p urr e d o n b y t h e r estri cti v e m o n o p ol y a n d l o w pri c es  i m p os e d b y t h e H B C, M étis tr a d ers 

w er e c o nst a ntl y b ei n g p us h e d  a w a y fr o m t h e R e d Ri v er distri ct a n d dr a w n els e w h er e b y v ari o us 

p ull f a ct ors. Fr o m its f o u n d ati o n, P e m bi n a h a d b e e n a k e y a c c ess p oi nt t o t h e A m eri c a n m ar k ets 

n a m el y t o St. P a ul. Wit h t h e e x p a nsi o n of v ari o us A m eri c a n f ur tr a d e c o m p a ni es al o n g t h e u p p er 

Miss o uri a n d n e ar t h e b or d erl a n ds, t h e r ol e o f hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts s u c h as t h os e at T urtl e 

M o u nt ai n b e c a m e m or e i m p ort a nt  ( Gir a u d 1 9 8 6 b: 1 6-1 9) . T h e r e as o n f or t his e x p a nsi o n d uri n g 
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t h e 1 8 3 0s a n d 1 8 4 0s w as t h e r a pi dl y d e cli ni n g B e a v er p elt tr a d e a n d t h e gr o wt h a n d e x p a nsi o n of 

t h e Bis o n r o b e tr a d e. T h e 1 8 3 7 N ort h er n Pl ai ns E pi d e mi c als o pl a y e d a k e y r ol e i n s hifti n g t h e 

tr a di n g d y n a mi cs as A m eri c a n f err y tr affi c br o u g ht a w a v e of s m all p o x w hi c h d e ci m at e d t h e 

l o c al n ort h er n pl ai ns I n di g e n o us gr o u ps al o n g t h e Miss o uri  (Gir a u d 1 9 8 6 a : 8 5; H a c k ett 2 0 0 4). 

T h a n ks t o a s u c c essf ul i n o c ul ati o n c a m p ai g n b y t h e H B C , m a n y M étis tr a d ers a n d a w h ol e 

g e n er ati o n of c hil dr e n w er e m ostl y  s p ar e d t h e f ut ur e h orr ors br o u g ht o n b y t h e dis e as e  ( H a c k ett 

2 0 0 4: 5 9 4 -6 0 6) . T h e t e m p or ar y ris e i n r o b e pri c es l e d t o m a n y m or e M étis s e ei n g t h e b e n efit of 

p arti ci p ati n g i n t h e w i nt er ro b e tr a d e  ( E ns 1 9 9 6: 7 2-7 6) . 

 

2. 3. 5  H B C M o n o p ol y B r o k e n  

T h e 1 8 4 0s c o nti n u e d t h e tr e n d of M étis s u b v ersi o n of t h e H B C m o n o p ol y i nt o A m eri c a n m ar k ets 

a n d t his w as d u e i n p art t o t h e s u c c ess of t h e hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts. S u m m er bri g a d es h a d 

i n cr e as e d i n si z e t o 1 7 0 0 c arts a n d t h e bis o n h er ds w er e n o l o n g er f o u n d i n t h e R e d Ri v er distri ct 

n e c essit ati n g l o n g er j o ur n e ys  ( Gir a u d 1 9 8 6 b: 1 4 1). T h e p att er n of m o vi n g s o ut h w est i nt o t h e 

n ort h er n Miss o uri f or b ot h t h e wi nt er r o b es a n d a m e a ns t o s ell t h e m , w as a str o n g m o vi n g f or c e 

f or m a n y M étis. It w as d uri n g t his ti m e t h at t h e H B C m a d e r e p e at e d att e m pts t o e nf or c e t h eir 

c h art er e d m o n o p ol y b ut t o n o a v ail. T h e G uill a m e S a y er tri al i n 1 8 4 9 s a w M étis ass ert 

t h e ms el v es a n d sh o w e d t h at t h e M étis w er e i n c h ar g e of t h eir o w n tr a di n g v e nt ur es. A r es ult of 

t h e e v e nts ar o u n d t h e tri al w as t h at m a n y f a mili es m o v e d fr o m R e d Ri v er, b ot h s o ut h t o P e m bi n a 

b ut als o a cr oss t h e n ort h w est b or d erl a n ds. T h eir d e cisi o n t o m o v e i nt o m or e dist a n t l o c aliti es 

als o r es ult e d i n a d e cisi o n t o r el y o n hi v er n a nt  pr a cti c es a n d t o p arti ci p at e i nt o t h e r a pi dl y 

e x p a n di n g Bis o n r o b e tr a d e  (E ns 1 9 9 6: 7 7 -7 8; H o g u e 2 0 1 5: 4 8 -4 9) . 



 
 

2 3  

 

2. 4  I m p r e s si o n s of Hi v e r n a nt  S ettl e m e nts a n d Lif est yl e  

2. 4. 1  Hi v er n a nt  Sit e S el e cti o n  

Fr o m t h e o uts et, hi v er n a nt  sit es a n d s ettl e m e nts s e e m t o m ostl y c o nf or m t o a s p e cifi c s et of b asi c 

e n vir o n m e nt al crit eri a. T h e t w o m ost o b vi o us  crit eri a  b ei n g t o est a blis h o n es elf  n e ar f or est e d 

ar e as a n d t o b e n e ar a w at er s o ur c e. M a n y o utsi d e o bs er v ers t o hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts  r e c or d e d 

t h e s a m e or si mil ar n e c essiti es. At t h e T ail Cr e e k s ettl e m e nt, J e a n D’ Arti g u e ( 1 8 8 2: 1 2 5)  

o bs er v e d t h at it w as w ell s h elt er e d fr o m t h e wi n d a n d n e ar a pl a c e of w o o d a n d w at er w hi c h 

w er e a m o n g t h e m ost i m p ort a nt f a ct ors i n s el e cti n g a pl a c e t o b uil d t h eir c a bi n. Ot h er 

c o nt e m p or ari es w h o visit e d a n d li v e d a m o n g hi v er n a nt s s u c h as O bl at e f at h er D e C or b y a n d 

H. M. R o bi ns o n r e c or d e d si mil ar s u c h o bs er v ati o ns  ( Bl ais e 2 0 0 0: 8 3; R o bi ns o n 1 8 7 9: 2 5 4-2 6 0).  

T h er e d o es n ot s e e m t o b e a n y dir e ct r ef er e n c es fr o m M étis s o ur c es t o c o nfir m t h es e 

o bs er v ati o ns. H o w e v er, t h er e ar e s o m e r ef er e n c es t h at s e e m t o i nf er s u c h pr ef er e n c es i n sit e 

s el e cti o n  ( C ar p e nt er 1 9 7 7: 4 9-5 0; Milt o n a n d W. B 1 8 6 5: 7 6 -7 8; W e e k es 1 9 9 4: 1 5 0 -1 5 2 ). M ost 

k n o w n hi v er n a nt  sit es s u c h as t h os e n e ar C y pr ess Hills, B uff al o L a k e, a n d P etit e Vill e s e e m t o 

c o nf or m t o t h es e l o gi c al n e c essiti es. F urt h er t o t his, c o m p ar ati v e  r es e ar c h h as s h o w n t h at 

hi v er n a nt  sit es s e e m t o m a k e us e of n at ur al c o nt o urs of t h e l a n ds c a p e a n d t h e s ettl e m e nt t o b e 

pl a c e d o p p ort u nisti c all y o n t h e s urr o u n di n g ar e a  ( B url e y et al. 1 9 9 2: 9 5-1 0 6; W ut z k e 2 0 0 9: 2 3 4 -

2 3 8) . It c o ul d als o b e a c as e t h at sit es w er e c h os e n b as e d o n ot h er f a ct ors s u c h as t h e k n o wl e d g e 

of or e vi d e n c e of p ast h u m a n  o c c u p ati o ns  at t h es e pl a c es.  O f t h e f e w hi v er n a nt  sit es e x c a v at e d,  

m a n y h a v e h a d a pr e -c o nt a ct c o m p o n e nts t o t h e m . It c o ul d als o b e t h at sit es w er e s el e ct e d b as e d 
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o n or al hist ori es or pl a c e n a m es r el ati n g t o p ast o c c u p ati o ns  or ot h er f a ct ors n ot y et e xt e ns i v el y 

st u di e d.  

 

2. 4. 2  B uil di n g C a bi ns  

S e v er al e xt eri or s k et c h es of hi v er n a nt  c a bi ns e xist al o n gsi d e  r ar e e x a m pl es of hist ori c al p h ot os. 

T h e d et ails r e g ar di n g h o w t h e y w er e b uilt ar e s o m e w h at  k n o w n b y a c c o u nts fr o m b ot h o utsi d er s 

as w ell as s o m e M étis  s o ur c es . B y t h es e esti m at es, t h e c a bi ns  s e e m e d t o h a v e b e e n t y pi c all y b uilt 

wit hi n t h e first w e e k u p o n f irst arri v al at a n e w s ettl e m e nt ( Bl ais e 2 0 0 0: 8 3). 

S e v er al o bs er v ers m e nti o n e d t h e t e a m w or k e m pl o y e d fr o m e v er y o n e i n n e w  s ettl e m e nt  

( C ar p e nt er 1 9 7 7: 4 9-5 1; D’ Arti g u e 1 8 8 2: 1 2 4 -1 2 6).  L o uis G o ul et s p e cifi c all y o utli n es a pr o c ess 

of r e ci pr o c al h el pi n g wit h i n t h e c o m m u nit y w hi c h h e c all e d a “ c or v e e ”:  

“It w as a l o n g -st a n di n g c ust o m wit h us. If a j o b w as t o o m u c h f or o n e m a n’s 

str e n gt h or t al e nts, e v er y o n e w as r e a d y t o l e n d a h a n d. T h at w a y, p e o pl e 

s h ar e d t h eir s kill or l a b o ur a ut o m ati c all y a n d a n e ntir e h o us e  c o ul d b e b uilt 

fr o m s cr at c h i n o n e d a y wit h s p o nt a n e o us h el p fr o m n ei g h b o urs. N o b o d y e v er 

h a d t o b e as k e d. ”  

( C h ar ett e 1 9 8 0: 4) 

T his e x a m pl e of a  c o m m u n al w or k tr a diti o n is als o e c h o e d b y ot h er s o ur c es m ost n ot a bl y i n  

C ar p e nt er ( 1 9 7 7: 4 9 -5 1)  a n d  W e e k es ( 1 9 4 5: 1 6 7 -1 6 9) . 

As pr e vi o us m e nti o n e d, hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts w er e l o c at e d wit hi n or n e ar w o o d e d ar e as 

f or b ot h f u el a n d b uil di n g m at eri als. T h er e  ar e s o m e  r ef er e n c es of l o c al b uil di n g m at eri als t h at 

s e e m t o s u g g est b ot h t h e m ai n tr u n ks of l o c al tr e es a n d t h eir br a n c h b o ws w er e us e d i n t h e 
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c o nstr u cti o n i n wi nt er c a bi ns  ( C ar p e nt er 1 9 7 7: 5 0; R o bi ns o n 1 8 7 9: 2 5 4-2 5 5) . T h e m ost c o m m o n 

t y p e of tr e e us e d for c o nstr u cti o n w er e t h e v ari o us s p e ci es of p o pl ar tr e es ( P o p ul us tr e m ul oi d es , 

P o p ul us d elt oi d es , a n d P o p ul us b als a mif er a ) f o u n d i n t h e u p p er Miss o uri. W h er e t h e y w er e 

m or e a b u n d a nt,  W hit e S pr u c e ( Pi c e a gl a u c a ) a n d L o d g e p ol e P i n e (Pi n us c o nt ort a ) w er e us e d  as 

b uil di n g m at eri al  es p e ci all y i n pl a c es s u c h as t h e C y pr ess Hills  ( C h ar ett e 1 9 7 6: 4 1).  

T h er e a p p e ars t o b e s o m e c o nstr u cti o n v ari a bilit y t o hi v er n a nt  c a bi ns r e g ar di n g t h e si z e 

a n d d esi g n w hi c h mi g ht h a v e b e e n  b as e d o n t h e l o c all y a v ail a bl e m at eri als a n d  e v e n t o ols. 

B url e y et al. ( 1 9 9 2: 1 0 0 -1 0 6)  dis c uss es t h e v ari o us str u ct ur al diff er e n c es i n l o c alit y a n d ti m e.  

B as e d o n v ari o us s o ur c es, i n cl u d e d hist ori c al p h ot o gr a p hs, t h e y r a n g e d fr o m o n e t o t hr e e r o o m 

h o us es  (B url e y et al. 1 9 9 2: 1 0 0 -1 0 6 ; Br a n d o n 1 9 9 5 , 2 0 0 1; W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3: 7 1 -7 5 ; R o bi ns o n 

1 8 7 9: 2 7 4 -2 7 5) . A w ell -k n o w n p h ot o gr a p h of a m ulti -r o o m c a bi n e xists fr o m o n e of t h e v ari o us 

W o o d M o u nt ai n  hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts d uri n g t h e e arl y 1 8 7 0s.  
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Fi g ur e 2 .1  M étis s ettl e m e nt –  W o o d M o u nt ai n.  

T a k e n i n 1 9 7 4 b y t h e Britis h N ort h A m eri c a n B o u n d ar y C o m missi o n. ( P A M –  P 8 1 6 7/ 9) . 

 

C a bi n c o nstr u cti o n b e c a m e e asi er o v erti m e wit h t h e i ntr o d u cti o n of a v ari et y of w o o d w or ki n g 

t o ols s u c h as t h e t w o-m a n cr oss s a w, a u g ers, pl a n es, a n d dr a w k ni v es ( C h ar ett e, 1 9 8 0: 1 2-1 4) . 

O n e o utsi d ers a c c o u nt of a c a bi n’s c o nstr u cti o n  w as  d es cri b e d  i n d et ail: 

“ T h e r o of w as c o nstr u ct e d wit h p ol es p l a c e d i n r o ws a n d c o v er e d wit h h a y a n d 

e art h. H ol es w er e c ut i n t h e w alls f or d o or a n d wi n d o ws, t h e l att er b ei n g 

cl os e d i n w h e n s o r e q uir e d wit h t h e s ki ns of a ni m als; w hil e t h e d o ors w er e 

m a d e of sl a bs of w o o d s plit wit h t h e a x e a n d f ast e n e d t o g et h er wit h t h o n gs of 

r a w hi d e. T h e c hi m n e y w as c o nstr u ct e d wit h u n b ur n e d bri c ks c o m p os e d of h a y 
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a n d m u d, a n d t h e fl o or f or m e d of h e w e d l o gs c o m pl et e d t h e c ar p e nt er w or k. 

T his d o n e, t h e y pl ast er e d t h e cr e vi c es w ell wit h m u d a n d t h e c a bi n w as r e a d y 

f or o c c u p ati o n. T h e eas e wit h w hi c h t h e y ar e c o nstr u ct e d, a n d t h e w a n d eri n gs 

of g a m e, will a c c o u nt f or t h e n u m b er of t h es e c a bi ns t o b e f o u n d t hr o u g h o ut 

t h e w h ol e N ort h-W est.  

( D’ Arti g u e 1 8 8 2: 1 2 5) 

M a n y M étis a n d n o n -M étis s o ur c es g e n er all y d es cri b e h o w u bi q uit o us t h es e hi v er n a nt  c a bi ns 

w er e a cr oss t h e C a n a di a n W est . N or b ert W els h cl ai me d  t o h a v e h a d o v er a d o z e n of t h e m a cr oss 

t h e n ort h w est ( E ns 1 9 9 6: 7 9). D es pit e t h eir e x p e di e nt c o nstr u cti o n, m a n y s ur vi v e d int o t h e  e arl y 

s ettl e m e nt p eri o d if t h e y di d n ot  f all vi cti m t o fir e ( M a c o u n 1 8 8 2: 2 6 0). S o m e w er e s ai d t o h a v e 

b e e n still st a n di n g o v er fift y y e ars si n c e t h eir ori gi n al c o nstr u cti o n  ( C h ar ett e 1 9 7 6: 4 1). 

T h er e ar e  als o s o m e r ef er e n c es of t h es e c a bi ns b ei n g i nfr e q u e ntl y  o c c u pi e d b y n o n -M étis . 

A f e w p assi n g d es cri pti o ns  als o  s h o w t h at s o m e b uil di n gs w er e us e d f or st or a g e. S o m e 

r ef er e n c es st at e t h at t h e c hi ef tr a d er i n an  hi v er n a nt  vill a g e w o ul d h a v e a bi g g er b uil di n g, wit h 

p er h a ps o n e or t w o e xt e nsi o ns  t o t h e m ( R o bi ns o n 1 8 7 9: 2 7 4-2 7 5) . N or b er t W els h’s a c c o u nt of 

t h e F o ur Mil e C o ul e e  s ettl e m e nt , f or e x a m pl e, m e nti o ns t h e pr es e n c e of st or a g e c a bi ns a n d 

c h a p el  ( W e e k es 1 9 9 4: 1 5 7-1 6 9) . 

 

2. 4. 3  Hi v er n a nt  H u nti n g  

T h e m aj or e c o n o mi c a cti vit y of hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts w as h u nti n g a n d tr a p pi n g f or t h e 

a c q uisit i o n of t hi c k wi nt er f urs a n d pr o visi o ns. W hil e i n its f or m ati v e y e ars e arl y i n t h e 1 9t h-

c e nt ur y, it s e e ms as t h o u g h wi nt eri n g w as n ot pr a cti c e d b y all M étis or at l e ast w as c o n d u ct e d f or 
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s h ort er p eri o ds t o r e pl e nis h f o o d s u p pli es ( Gir a u d 1 9 8 6 b: 1 5 2-1 5 7) . It w as d uri n g t h at ti m e t h at 

s m all g a m e s u c h as b e a v er p elts h a d a m or e pr o mi n e nt r ol e i n t h e e c o n o mi c a cti vit y of hi v er n a nt  

s ettl e m e nts . As pr e vi o usl y m e nti o n e d, t h e e x p a nsi o n of t h e Bis o n r o b e tr a d e t o w ar ds t h e e n d of 

t h e 1 8 3 0s a n d 1 8 4 0s , hi v er n a nt  s ettle m e nts i n cr e as e d a n d wit h it a s hift i nt o a f o c us of wi nt er 

bis o n h u nti n g . 

T h e s u m m er h u nt w e nt h a n d i n h a n d wit h t h e wi nt er h u nt t h o u g h, as d uri n g ti m es of 

s c ar cit y d uri n g t h e wi nt er m o nt hs s o m eti m es t h e p e m mi c a n o bt ai n e d d uri n g t h e s u m m er w as t h e 

o nl y t h i n g pr e v e nti n g st ar v ati o n  t h e f oll o wi n g s e as o n  ( R o bi ns o n 1 8 7 9: 1 3 6). I n t h e l at er y e ars, 

G o ul et  ( C h ar ett e 1 9 8 0: 5 0) n ot es t h at wi nt er h u nti n g w as al w a ys a b o ut m e at ; h o w e v er , t h e pri c es 

f or t h e hi d es a c q uir e d still m a d e it a m or e pr ofit a bl e v e nt ur e t h a n s u m m er h u nt. D uri n g s pri n g,  

m a n y tr a di n g p osts s a w a r e g ul ar  i nfl u x of M étis wit h t h eir wi nt er Bis o n hi d es ( R o bi ns o n 1 8 7 9: 

3 2 6 -3 2 8) . Wi nt er h u nts h a d t h e a d v a nt a g e of b ei n g l ess l a b ori o us as t h e m e at fr o z e a n d st a y e d  

g o o d  f or l o n g er. T h er e w as n ot as m u c h of a r a c e a g ai nst ti m e t o pr o c ess t h e a ni m al  li k e t h er e 

w as d uri n g t h e s u m m er h u nt  ( C h ar ett e 1 9 8 0: 5 0-5 1) . 

T h e a ct u al t e c h ni q u e of wi nt er h u nti n g s e e ms t o h a v e b e e n m u c h m or e v ari a bl e t h a n t h e 

or g a ni z e d a n d r e gi m e nt e d c ult ur e of t h e s u m m er h u nti n g bri g a d es.  A n o n -M étis o bs er v er,  R oss 

( 1 9 5 7: 2 4 7), d es cri b e d  o n e t e c h ni q u e of h u nti n g w h er e:  

“ T h e h alf -br e e d, dr ess e d i n his w olf c ost u m e, t a c kl es t w o or t hr e e st ur d y c urs 

[ m o n gr ols] i nt o a fl at sl e d, t hr o ws hi ms elf o n it at f ull l e n gt h, a n d g ets a m o n g 

t h e b uff al o u n p er c ei v e d. H er e t h e b o w a n d arr o w pl a y t h eir p art, t o pr e v e nt 

n ois e; a n d h er e t h e s kilf ul h u nt er kills a s m a n y as h e pl e as es, a n d r et ur ns t o 

c a m p wit h o ut dist ur bi n g t h e b a n d. ”  



 
 

2 9  

M e a n w hil e, G o ul et  ( C h ar ett e 1 9 8 0: 4 9) d es cri b e d  a diff er e nt t e c h ni q u e w hi c h w o ul d utili z e p o or 

wi nt er w e at h er:  

“ Wi nt er b uff al o h u nti n g w as d o n e o n s n o ws h o es or wit h a tr aî n e, a l ar g e sl e d 

p ull e d b y a h ors e or o x. T h e h u nt ers w o ul d l e a v e e arl y i n t h e m or ni n g, at t h e 

first li g ht of d a w n. T h e b est ti m e w as d uri n g b a d w e at h er, e v e n i n a blizz ar d, 

b e c a us e t h e n t h e a ni m als h a d a h a bit of l yi n g d o w n wit h t h eir h e a ds l o w, 

f a ci n g t h e wi n d, t h e b ulls f or mi n g a h alf -cir cl e at t h e e d g e of t h e h er d. All t h e 

h u nt ers h a d t o d o w as c o m e u p q ui etl y fr o m d o w n wi n d u ntil t h e y w er e at p oi nt -

bl a n k r a n g e –  bl asti n g dist a n c e w e c all e d it –  a n d t h e y c o ul d kill all t h e y 

n e e d e d i n a v er y s h ort ti m e. ”  

T h es e diff er e n c es i n wi nt er h u nti n g t e c h ni q u es li k el y r el at e t o a d a pt a bl e t e c h ni q u es f or diff er e nt 

g e o gr a p hi c al c o n diti o ns a n d diff er e nt w e at h er c o n diti o ns. Ot h er d es cri pti o ns of wi nt er bis o n 

h u nti n g d es cri b e t h e us e of sl e ds, g u ns, a n d d o gs  ( D’ Arti g u e 1 8 8 2: 9 1-9 6) . T h e us e of d o gs a n d 

sl e ds ar e a c o m m o n t h e m e f or hi v er n a nt  lif est yl e. M a n y d o gs w er e k e pt y e ar-r o u n d j ust f or t h eir 

us e i n t h e wi nt er w h er e t h e y c o ul d n a vi g at e t h e s n o w y c o n diti o ns b ett er a n d h a ul sl e ds of g o o ds 

a n d p e o pl e. It is m e nti o n e d t h at d o gs w er e f e d s cr a ps of bis o n, fis h, a n d ot h er l eft -o v er a ni m al 

p arts  ( R o bi ns o n 1 8 7 9: 1 1 8; R oss 1 9 5 7: 2 4 6-2 4 7) . Tr a p pi n g w as als o a s el d o m m e nti o n e d 

hi v er n a nt  a cti vit y. T h e ot h er a ni m als h ar v est e d d uri n g t h e wi nt er m o nt hs i n cl u di n g pi n e m arti n, 

fis h er, mi n k, f ox, b e a v er, m us kr at, l y n x, w ol v eri n e, b e ar, a n d e v e n r a c o o n ( R o bi ns o n, 1 8 7 9: 3 4 0-

3 4 6) .  
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2. 4. 4  S o ci al a n d D o m esti c A cti viti es  

A m aj or f o c us  st u d y r e g ar di n g M étis hi v er n a nt s ar e t h e s o ci al a n d c ult ur al as p e cts of lif e s p e n t i n 

t h es e c a bi ns. B ei n g q ui nt ess e nti al p l a c es of M étis c ult ur e, t h er e h a v e b e e n s o m e d o c u m e nt ati o n 

r e g ar di n g t h e a cti viti es w hi c h a p p e ar i n t h e m at eri al c ult ur al r e m ai ns, b ut t h e d a y -t o-d a y  n u a n c es 

ar e diffi c ult t o f ull y u n c o v er.  

F o o d w as a l ar g e p art of t h e hi v er n a nt  h o m e. H os pit alit y a n d f o o d w e nt h a n d i n h a n d a n d 

w as r e c or d e d b y m a n y diff er e nt o utsi d ers t o hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nt s. R o bi ns o n ( 1 8 7 9: 2 5 8) 

d es cri b es s u c h a n i n vit ati o n:  

“I n e v er y h ut f e asti n g is k e pt u p fr o m m or ni n g till ni g ht, a n d it is i m p ossi bl e t o 

e nt er t h e d w elli n g of a h alf -br e e d wit h o ut b ei n g i n vit e d t o di n e. As a r ef us al is 

r e g ar d e d i n t h e li g ht of a n i nt e nti o n al sli g ht t o t h e h ost, it h a p p e ns t h at t h e 

u n w ar y g u est g o es a b o ut i n a hi g hl y s urf eit e d c o n diti o n. T h e i n vit ati o n t o e at 

f or ms, h o w e v er, t h e m ost pr o mi n e nt f e at ur e of half -br e e d h os pit alit y, a n d is 

al w a ys e xt e n d e d i n t h e ki n d est a n d p olit est m a n n er. ”  

T his d es cri pti o n  g e n er all y  m at c h es w h at G o ul et ( C h ar ett e 1 9 8 0: 4 3) s p o k e a b o ut r e g ar di n g a 

t y pi c al hi v er n a nt  e v e ni n g:  

“ T h e m ost i m p ort a nt e x pr essi o n of h os pit alit y w as s h ar i n g t h e f o o d o n y o ur 

t a bl e, s o a m e al of r e c e pti o n f oll o w e d s o o n aft er p e o pl e arri v e d fr o m t h eir 

j o ur n e y, a n d it b e c a m e a n e x c us e f or a bi g p art y a n d c el e br ati o n t h at mi g ht 

l ast f or d a ys a n d w e e ks. Y o u s h o ul d h a v e s e e n w h at w e nt o n u n d er t h e r usti c 
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r o ofs o f t h os e wi nt er c a bi ns. A n i n vit ati o n d eli v er e d j ust aft er s u ns et w o ul d t ell 

p e o pl e w h er e t o g o f or t h e p art y. ”  

H i v er n a nt c a bi ns w er e  c ert ai nl y  t h e c o m m o n l o c ati o n of f esti viti es r a n gi n g fr o m d a n c es t o 

w e d di n gs. T h es e e v e nts w er e t y pi c all y al w a ys a c c o m p a ni e d b y m usi c a n d s o n g. G o ul et pr o vi d es 

a d es cri pti v e d es cri pti o n f or a M étis p ers p e cti v e o n t his.  

“If t h e h o us e h a d a w o o d fl o or, it w o ul d b e cr e a ki n g u n d er t h e st e a d y r h yt h m 

of d a n ci n g f e et. If t h er e w as n o fl o or, w hi c h w as us u all y t h e c as e wit h t h os e 

wi nt e r h o us es, t h e b ar e gr o u n d t o o k all t h e st a m pi n g fr o m o ur m o c c asi ns a n d 

t h e s p e ct at ors w er e f or c e d o ut m a n y ti m es i n t h e e v e ni n g f or a br e at h of air 

b e c a us e t h e d ust i nsi d e w o ul d b e s uff o c ati n g …  

O n e ni g ht w e w er e all j a m m e d i nt o O mi c h o u c h e G o di n’s h o us e i n t h e J u dit h 

B asi n o n t h e Miss o uri Ri v er. T h e d a n c e st art e d. T h er e w as n o w o o d fl o or a n d I 

d o n’t r e m e m b er a n y ot h er i nstr u m e nt t h a n a n I n di a n dr u m. S o m e m e n w er e 

sitti n g o n t h e gr o u n d ar o u n d t h e d r u m, p o u n di n g a w a y li k e m a d e t o t h e r h yt h m 

of t h e R e d Ri v er Ji g w hil e t h e d a n ci n g m e n a n d w o m e n t o o k t ur ns wit h wil d 

e nt h usi as m. S p e ct at ors s at o n t h e gr o u n d all ar o u n d t h e r o o m wit h t h eir b a c ks 

t o t h e w all, al m ost c o m pl et el y i n visi bl e b e c a us e of t h e d ust a n d pi p e s m o k e. 

T h e d a n c ers k e pt ti m e b y cl a p pi n g a n d s n a p pi n g t h eir fi n g ers o v er t h e h e a ds, 

a d di n g a n e xtr a t o u c h t o t h e r h yt h m of t h eir d a n ci n g f e et. ”  

( C h ar ett e 1 9 8 0: 43 -4 5 ) 
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O n e of t h e m ost d es cri b e d  a cti vit i es w as t e a dri n ki n g. I n all a c c o u nt s of hi v e r n a nt  lif est yl e, t h er e 

is a n e m p h asis o n t h e fr e q u e n c y a n d e n or m o us  q u a ntiti es of t e a t h at w as c o ns u m e d all wi nt er 

l o n g a n d at all ti m es of t h e d a y. A n ot h er c o m m o n a cti vit y  fr e q u e ntl y d es cri b e d w as s m o ki n g 

w hi c h w as  t y pi c all y d o n e  b y t h e m e n of t h e s ettl e m e nts  ( C h ar ett e 1 9 8 0: 2 3; R o bi ns o n 1 8 7 9: 5 0; 

R oss 1 9 5 7: 1 9 3).  

T h e d o m esti c a cti viti es b y t h e w o m e n a n d c hil dr e n of a n  hi v er n a nt  h o us e h ol d ar e l ess 

k n o w n a n d s el d o m d es cri b e d. It is k n o w n t h at m u c h li k e t h e s u m m er h u nt , t h e y w er e cr u ci al i n 

t h e pr o c essi n g of bis o n m e at a n d s ki ns. H o w e v er, it w as li k el y t h at l ess ti m e w as us e d f or  

pr o c essi n g bis o n d uri n g t h e wi nt er m o nt hs b e c a us e p e m mi c a n w as t y pi c all y m a d e d uri n g t h e 

s u m m er . M u c h of t h e ti m e w o m e n w er e li k el y e n g a g e d i n diff er e nt a cti viti es. I n d es cri bi n g t h e 

v ari o us t y p es of cl ot hi n g f or b ot h m e n a n d w o m e n , G o ul et  ( C h ar ett e 1 9 8 0: 4 8) n ot es:  

“ M o c c asi ns w er e si m pl y mitt e ns f or t h e f e et, m a d e at h o m e, us u all y b y t h e ol d 

M étis w o m e n d uri n g t h e l o n g wi nt er ni g hts ….. ”  

S o m e es p e ci all y f a n c y m o c c asi ns a n d gl o v es h a d n e e dl e w or k, p or c u pi n e q uills, or b e a d w or k o n 

t h e m (C h ar ett e 1 9 8 0 : 4 8 - 4 9 ). B ut s u c h p assi n g d es cri pti o ns d o n ot d o j usti c e t o t h e r a n g e  of 

a cti viti es r e q uir e d t o m ai nt ai n a f a mil y a n d h o us e h ol d t hr o u g h o ut t h e wi nt er.  

T h e o nl y k n o w n s o ur c e w e h a v e fr o m a M étis w o m a n’s p ers p e cti v e i n a hi v er n a nt h o us e h ol d 

c o m es fr o m  M ari e D el or m e S mit h. Fr o m h er r e c oll e cti o ns w e g et a wi n d o w i nt o v ast w orl d  of 

n e c ess ar y t as ks a n d  a cti viti es t h at w er e r e q uir e d a n d s u bs e q u e ntl y p ass e d d o w n fr o m m ot h er t o 

d a u g ht er ( C ar p e nt er 1 9 7 7: 4 9-5 3) . T h er e ar e s o m e r ef er e n c es t o e d u c ati o n a n d r eli gi o us 

k n o wl e d g e of y o u n g er c hil dr e n f alli n g o nt o t h e r es p o nsi biliti es of t h e  el d est d a u g ht er ( R o bi ns o n 
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2. 5  C y p r e s s Hills B a c k g r o u n d  

2. 5. 1  N at u r al Hist o r y of t h e C y p r ess Hills  

T h e C y pr ess Hills ar e a disti n cti v e a n d u ni q u e  f e at ur e o n t h e int eri or p l ai ns of N ort h A m eri c a. 

T h e y ar e l o c at e d e ntir el y wit hi n C a n a d a, di vi d e d b et w e e n t h e pr o vi n c es of t h e Al b ert a a n d 

S as k at c h e w a n a n d, o n a v er a g e, a p pr o xi m at el y 7 5 kil o m et ers n ort h fr o m t h e C a n a di a n -U nit e d 

St at es b or d er a n d t h e A m eri c a n  st at e of M o nt a n a. Wit hi n t h e pl ai ns, t h e hills ar e a m o n g a gr e a t er 

pl at e a u r e gi o n c all e d t h e C ot e a u d u Miss o uri, or t h e Miss o uri Pl at e a u. Wit hi n C a n a d a, t h e 

C y pr ess Hills l a y o n t h e s o ut h er n p art of t h e s e mi -ari d st e p p e c all e d P allis er’s Tri a n gl e.  

T h e a c c e pt e d e xt e nt of t h e hills  ar e a p pr o xi m at el y 1 3 0 kil o m et ers e ast -w est a n d r a n g e 

fr o m a p pr o xi m at el y 2 5 k m n ort h-s o ut h o n t h eir n arr o w est a n d w est erl y p arts a n d u p t o 4 0 k m 

n ort h -s o ut h o n t h eir wi d est a n d m ost e ast er n p orti o ns  (J u n g eri us 1 9 6 6: 3 0 7-3 1 8) . T h e y ar e a 

b e dr o c k -s u p p ort e d pl at e a u c a p p e d b y t h e U p p er E o c e n e t o Mi o c e n e a g e C y pr ess Hills f or m ati o n, 

r a n gi n g i n el e v ati o n fr o m ar o u n d 1 2 0 0 m et ers i n el e v ati o n o n pl a c es o n t h e e ast er n si d e of t h e 

pl at e a u a n d risi n g t o a m a xi m u m el e v ati o n of 1 4 6 5 m etr es el e v ati o n o n t h e w est er n si d e  ( L e c ki e 

a n d C h e el 1 9 8 9: 1 9 1 8 -1 9 3 1) . S e v er al p arts of t h e w est er n si d e of t h e pl at e a u r e m ai n e d 

u n gl a ci at e d d uri n g t h e Pl eist o c e n e a n d i nt o t h e H ol o c e n e  ( St al k er 1 9 6 5: 1 1 6-1 3 0) . T h e C y pr ess 

Hills pl at e a u is  m ostl y c o v er e d i n c o ars e silt l o ess wit h s o m e ar e as of b e dr o c k e x p os ur e ( C att o 

1 9 8 3)  

T h e pr o c ess of d e gl a ci ati o n f or m e d m a n y m elt w at er c h a n n els  ar o u n d t h e hills , i n cl u di n g 

t h e e ast er n si d e, a n d r es ult e d i n t h e d e p ositi o n of h u m m o c k y disi nt e gr ati o n m or ai n e a n d a s eri es 

of r e c essi o n al m or ai n es  ( K uli g 1 9 9 6: 5 3-7 7; Vr e e k e n 1 9 8 6: 2 0 2 4 -2 0 3 8; W es t g at e 1 9 6 8: 1 2 1). T w o 

n ort h -s o ut h fl o wi n g m elt w at er c h a n n els s e p ar at e t h e pl at e a u i nt o t hr e e g e n er al g e o gr a p hi c 
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di visi o ns r ef err e d t o as t h e W est Bl o c k, t h e C e ntr e Bl o c k, a n d t h e E ast Bl o c k  ( B o n ni c hs e n a n d 

B al d wi n 1 9 7 8: 2) . T h e m ar gi ns of t h e C y pr ess Hills ar e s u bj e ct e d t o hi g h d e gr e es of er osi o n. 

S e as o n al w at er fl o w t hr o u g h t h e v ari o us v all e ys, c o ul e es, c h a n n els, a n d str e a ms h a v e gi v e n 

s h a p e t o t h e r e gi o n t o pr o vi d e d a m bl e s h elt er a n d e n vir o n m e nts f or a hi g hl y di v ers e v ari et y of 

fl or a a n d f a u n a. T h e m aj or s o ur c es of p ost gl a ci al g e o m or p hi c pr o c ess es h a v e b e e n fl u vi al 

er osi o n a n d m ass w asti n g vi a l a n dsli d es  ( G o ul d e n a n d S a u c h y n 1 9 8 6: 2 3 9-2 4 8; S a u c h y n a n d 

L e m m e n 1 9 9 6: 7 -1 4).  

T h e ar e a ar o u n d t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e ( Dj O e -6) is l o c at e d o n a n all u vi al f a n wit h a 

d e e pl y i n cis e d c o ul e e r u n ni n g t hr o u g h it  ( Br a n d o n 1 9 9 4: 4). A c o ul e e, b ei n g a t er m f or a d e e p 

r a vi n e t h at h a d b e e n pr e vi o usl y f or m e d b y r u n ni n g w at er. T h e sit e o v erl o o ks t h e E ast e n d C o ul e e 

a n d t h e S h a u n a v o n Pl at e a u t o t h e s o ut h -e ast. T h e E ast e n d C o ul e e is a m aj or gl a ci al m elt w at er 

c h a n n el e n c o m p assi n g t h e e ast er n b or d er of t h e C y pr ess Hills. T h e sit e is l o c at e d o n t h e e d g e of 

t h e c o nti n e nt al di vi d e w h er e w at er fl o wi n g fr o m t h e sit e tr a v els s o ut h al o n g t h e E ast e n d C o ul e e 

i nt o t h e Fr e n c h m a n-Miss o uri dr ai n a g e a n d e v e nt u all y t h e G ulf of M e xi c o. W at er fr o m t h e 

a dj a c e nt c o ul e es i m m e di at el y n ort h -e ast of t h e sit e fl o w i nt o S wift C urr e nt -S o ut h S as k at c h e w a n 

dr ai n a g e a n d e v e nt u all y i nt o t h e H u ds o n’s B a y. I n hist ori c ti m es a s h all o w l a k e l a y i n t h e 

E ast e n d C o ul e e o n  t h e c o nti n e nt al di vi d e n e ar t h e sit e u ntil t h e e arl y 2 0t h-c e nt ur y. T h e 

S h a u n a v o n pl at e a u is l o w er t h a n C y pr ess Hills b y 5 0 t o 1 0 0 m etr es a n d is p o c k et e d b y s e v er al 

gl a ci al dr u mli ns  ( H a n n a 1 9 9 5: 5). 
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2. 5. 2  Cli m at e a n d E c ol o g y of t h e C y p r ess Hills a n d t h e S h a u n a v o n Pl at e a u  

T h e pr es e nt -d a y cli m at e of t h e C y pr ess Hills is d es cri b e d as a c o nti n e nt al, s u b h u mi d cli m at e 

c h ar a ct eri z e d b y l o w pr e ci pit ati o n, c ol d wi nt ers, a n d s h ort, w ar m s u m m er. I nt e ns e l o c ali z e d 

r ai nf all is c o m m o n i n s pri n g a n d e arl y s u m m er, b ut l o w s u m mer pr e ci pit ati o n a n d d a yti m e 

h e ati n g cr e at e a str o n g m oist ur e d efi cit t hr o u g h o ut s o ut h e ast er n Al b ert a a n d, t o a l ess er e xt e nt, 

al o n g t h e  C y pr ess Hills. T h e eff e cts fr o m b ei n g a hi g h er el e v ati o n  r es ult i n hi g h er s n o wf all a n d a 

c o ol er a n d m oist er c o n diti o ns t h a n t h e s urr o u n di n g pl ai ns. T h es e diff er e n c es i n el e v ati o n, 

m oist ur e , a n d t e m p er at ur e c a us e v e g et ati o n i n t h e h ills t o b e diff er e nt a n d ri c h i n fl or a di v ersit y  

( V a n c e et al. 1 9 9 8: 1 8-2 5) . T h e cli m at e al o n g t h e  n ei g h b o uri n g  S h a u n a v o n Pl at e a u is sli g htl y 

diff er e nt fr o m t h e C y pr ess Hills o n a c c o u nt of b ei n g sli g htl y l o w er a n d t h er ef or e w ar m er s, a n d 

dr y er , a n d m u c h m or e e x p os e d t o wi n d ( H a n n a 1 9 9 5: 5). 

M u c h li k e t h e s urr o u n di n g ar e a, t h e w e at h er al o n g t h e C y pr ess Hills t y pi c al l y fl u ct u at es 

gr e atl y b et w e e n y e ars a n d t hr o u g h o ut t h e s e as o ns.  T o s h o w c as e t h e t e m p er at ur e v ari a bilit y, 

wi nt er t e m p er at ur es c a n a p pr o a c h cl os e t o n e g ati v e 4 5º C elsi us a n d i n t h e s u m m er m o nt hs it c a n 

a p pr o a c h 4 0º C elsi us  ( Hil d e br a n dt a n d H u b n er 2 0 0 7: 1 5). M ost ar e as c a n s e e a g e n er all y hi g h 

a v er a g e r ai nf all b et w e e n 4 3 0 t o 5 2 0 m m, m ost of it o c c urri n g i n t h e s pri n g alt h o u g h l o n g dr y 

s p ells ar e n ot u n c o m m o n  ( T h or p e 1 9 9 9: 1 3 7). H e a v y r ai nf all is als o k n o w n w hi c h c a us es l o c al 

fl o o di n g c a n c a us e m aj or er osi o n  o f t h e sl o p es. I n g e n er al, t h e pr e v aili n g wi n ds bl o w fr o m w est 

t o e ast wit h c ol d er wi nt er w e at h er t y pi c all y c o mi n g fr o m t h e n ort h w est t h o u g h dr y C hi n o o k 

wi n ds ar e p ossi bl e i n t h e wi nt er m o nt hs ( Hil d e br a dt a n d H u b n er 2 0 0 7: 1 5). T y pi c all y, t h e 

C y pr ess Hills pl at e a u e x p eri e n c es a c o ol er a n d w ett er e n vir o n m e nt t h a n t h e s urr o u n di n g pl ai ns 
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es p e ci all y o n t h e n ort h er n a n d w est er n si d es of t h e hills a n d i n t h e v ari o us s h a d e d n arr o w c o ul e es 

a n d r a vi n es  ( C o w ell 1 9 8 2). 

D uri n g d e gl a ci ati o n ar o u n d 1 3 0 0 0 y e ars a g o, t h e C y pr ess Hills w as c o v er e d b y mi x e d 

d e ci d u o us a n d c o nif er o us f or ests  m ostl y o n t h e w est er n si d e of t h e hills t h at s pr e a d t o t h e e ast er n 

si d e  ( Kl ass e n 1 9 9 4: 1 8 3 1). I n g e n er al, t h e C y pr ess Hills v e g et ati o n is tr a nsiti o n al fr o m l o w er t o 

hi g h er el e v ati o ns a n d s o ut h f a ci n g t o n ort h f a ci n g sl o p es. Pr e d o mi n a ntl y mi x e d s h ort gr ass 

pr airi e v e g et ati o n o n l o w er el e v ati o ns a n d s o ut h f a ci n g sl o p es. O n n ort h f a ci n g sl o p es, u pl a n d 

v all e ys, a n d ot h er g e n er all y s h a d e d a n d w ett er tr a nsiti o n al ar e as c o nt ai n mi x e d W hit e S pr u c e 

(Pi c e a gl a u c a ) a n d Tr e m bli n g As p e n (P o p ul us tr e m ul oi d es ) as s e e n i n t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e ar e a 

w hil e t h e hi g h est u pl a n ds of t h e C y pr ess Hills ar e d o mi n at e d b y L o d g e p ol e Pi n e ( Pi n us c o nt ort a) 

c o m m u niti es  ( Br eit u n g 1 9 5 4: 5 5-9 2; Vri es a n d Bir d 1 9 6 8: 9 8 -1 0 0) . 

C o m p ar e d t o t h e s urr o u n di n g pl ai ns, t h e hills s u p p ort a hi g h e c ol o gi c al di v ersit y w hi c h, 

i n t ur n, h a v e li k el y b e e n a n attr a cti v e f e at ur e t o a h ost of s p e ci es a n d t h e I n di g e n o us p e o pl es w h o 

r eli e d o n s u c h fl or a a n d f a u n a ( B o n ni c hs e n a n d B al d wi n 1 9 7 8 : 1-7) . Of t h e si x pr es e nt -d a y 

v e g et ati o n c o m m u niti es i n t h e C y pr ess Hills as d es cri b e d b y  ( S a u c h y n a n d S a u c h y n 1 9 9 1), t h e 

C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e is a mi x e d W hit e S pr u c e f or est a n d Tr e m bli n g A s p e n w o o dl a n d wit h a 

d o mi n a n c e of t h e f or m er hi g h er u p t h e c o ul e e a n d a pr e v al e n c e of t h e l att er l o w er d o w n t h e 

c o ul e e. T his l o c al e n vir o n m e nt s u p p orts a hi g hl y di v ers e u n d erst or y of b err y s p e ci es a n d ot h er 

s m all er pl a nt c o m m u niti es. T h e n e ar b y S h a u n a v o n Pl at e a u is cl assifi e d as a Mi x e d Gr assl a n d 

wit h s e v er al mi n or gr assl a n d pl a nt c o m m u niti es wit h a b u n d a nt P ast ur e S a g e ( Art e misi a fri gi d a ) 

( M c C a n n y 2 0 0 0: 1 1-1 9) . I n t h e m a n y m elt w at er c h a n n el v all e ys a n d c o ul e es s urr o u n di n g t h e hills 
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ar e ri p ari a n s hr u bl a n d as a tr a nsiti o n al b arri er b et w e e n t h e hills a n d t h e s urr o u n di n g mi x e d gr ass 

pr airi e  ( W yli e 1 9 7 8: 1 3). 

T h e C y pr ess Hills a n d t h eir s urr o u n di n g e n vir o n m e nt h as b e e n a n i m p ort a nt o asis f or a 

l ar g e v ari et y of f a u n a. T h e u n gl a ci at e d p arts of t h e C y pr ess Hills a n d t h e ar e as i m m e di at el y 

s o ut h w o ul d h a v e b e e n i n h a bit e d b y all t y p es of Pl eist o c e n e f a u n a. I n cl u d e d w o ul d b e t h e 

a n c estr al Bis o n ( Bis o n a nti q u us ). Aft er l ar g er Pl eist o c e n e m a m m als w er e e xtir p at e d, m o d er n 

Bis o n ( Bis o n bis o n ) b e c a m e t h e d o mi n a nt h er bi v or e of t h e mi x e d gr ass pr airi e e n vir o n m e nt a n d 

e xt e nsi v el y us e d t h e hills as a wi nt er r ef u g e. Ot h er u n g ul at es f o u n d i n t h e hills ar e W hit e T ail 

D e er, M ul e D e er, Pr o n g h or n, El k , a n d M o os e. L ar g e pr e d at ors i n cl u d e d Gri z zl y B e ar, A m eri c a n 

Bl a c k B e ar, C o u g ar, L y n x, B o b c at, W ol v es, a n d C o y ot es. Ot h er m a m m als i n cl u d e B a d g ers, 

B e a v ers, M us kr at, F o x es, P or c u pi n e, S k u n k, Ri c h ar ds o n’s Gr o u n d S q uirr els, a n d H ar es a m o n g 

m a n y ot h ers. Bir d S p e ci es i n cl u d e T ur k e y V ult ur es, B al d E a gl es, G ol d e n E a gl es, v ari o us h a w k 

s p e ci es, P eli c a n, S w a n, v ari o us O wl s p e ci es, v ari o us c or vi ds, a n d m a n y ot h er s m all er bir d 

s p e ci es.  F ull lists of fl or a a n d f a u n a k n o w n t o b e us e d b y I n di g e n o us p e o pl es i n t h e C y pr ess Hills 

a n d t h e s urr o u n di n g ar e as c a n b e s e e n i n Elli ott ( 1 9 7 1: 1 0-1 6) , B o n n i c hs e n a n d B al d wi n 

( 1 9 7 8: 6 0-6 2), a n d H a n n a  (2 0 0 3: 6 -1 0 ). I n th e hist ori c p eri o d, t h e l ar g est e n vir o n m e nt al c h a n g es 

i n cl u d e t h e e xtir p ati o n of Bis o n fr o m t h e hills w hi c h o c c urr e d c o n c urr e ntl y wit h t h e W olf a n d 

Gri z zl y B e ar p o p ul ati o ns. S h ortl y aft er w ar ds, t h e El k a n d C o u g ar w er e g o n e fr o m t h e hills. 

A gri c ult ur e h as h e a vil y r e d u c e d t h e n ati v e gr assl a n ds o n t h e pl at e a u a n d ar o u n d t h e C y pr ess 

Hills.  
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2. 5. 3  E a rl y H u m a n O c c u p ati o ns of t h e C y p r ess Hills  

A n c est ors of First N ati o ns o c c u pi e d t h e C y pr ess Hills f or m ill e n ni a. Wit h m u c h of t h e hills fr e e 

fr o m gl a ci ati o n, th er e h a v e b e e n a n u m b er of t h e e arli est fl ut e d p oi nts  f o u n d ( H all 2 0 0 9: 8 6-9 1) . 

A s a m pl e of t h e k n o w n sit es ar o u n d t h e C y pr ess Hills c a n b e f o u n d i n B o n ni c h es e n a n d B al d wi n  

( 1 9 7 8: 2-6 ). T h e St a m p e d e sit e ( Dj O n-2 6) is a  p arti c ul arl y n ot a bl e a n d hi g hl y  str at ifi e d 

ar c h a e ol o gi c al sit e n e ar El k w at er L a k er wit h at l e ast 1 4 c ult ur al l a y ers ( Wis e m a n et al. 

2 0 0 2: 2 8 2) . Pr oj e ctil e p oi nt tr a diti o ns a cr oss m ulti pl e t h o us a n ds of y e ars ar e f o u n d at t his sit e 

r e pr es e nt ati v e of t h e l o n g h u m a n o c c u p ati o n a cr oss t h e hills an d t h e n e ar b y l a n ds c a p e  ( M e y er, 

Bl a k e y, a n d R o e 2 0 0 9) .  

 T h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e ( Dj O e -6) als o c o nt ai ns at l e ast o n e pr e -c o nt a ct c o m p o n e nt t o it 

a n d h as m a n y n at ur al f e at ur es t o it w hi c h mi g ht h a v e m a d e it a d esir a bl e pl a c e of p ast 

o c c u p ati o n. T h e a b u n d a n c e of w o o d fr o m b ot h L o d g e p ol e pi n e, W hit e S pr u c e, a n d Tr e m bli n g 

as p e n ar e f o u n d all t hr o u g h t h e d e e pl y i n cis e d r a vi n e w hi c h c o nt ai ns a s e as o n al w at erfl o w  

( Br a n d o n 1 9 9 4: 1-6 ). As m e nti o n e d, t h e e ntir e sit e is l o c at e d a b o v e a n ol d  l a k e l o c at e d i n t h e 

gr e at e r E ast e n d C o ul e e w hi c h is l o c at e d at t h e c o nti n e nt al di vi d e b et w e e n t h e Miss o uri a n d 

S as k at c h e w a n w at ers h e ds. As a r es ult, t h e l o c al pl a nt c o m m u nit y at t h e sit e is p arti c ul arl y ri c h i n 

di v ersit y  a n d mi g ht h a v e  attr a ct e d p e o pl e t o t h e ar e a. A n xi et y B utt e, a  p arti c ul arl y pr o mi n e nt 

p e a k a b o ut 2 kil o m et ers n ort h e ast of t h e sit e, c a n b e s e e n e ast w ar ds a cr oss t h e pr airi e l a n ds c a p e 

u p t o a p pr o xi m at el y 3 0 kil o m et ers a w a y. T his mi g ht h a v e b e e n a us ef ul f e at ur e o n t h e l a n ds c a p e 

w hi c h mi g ht h a v e assist e d i n l o n g er dist a n c e tr a v el i n t h e s urr o u n di n g ar e a. 

O v er all, t h e u ni q u e  f or est e d isl a n d t h at is t h e C y pr ess Hills  att a c h e d l ar g e n u m b ers of 

Bis o n,  El k, a n d m a n y ot h er wil d g a m e. As a r es ult, it is u ns ur prisi n g  it h a d a n e ar c o nti n u o us 
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h u m a n pr es e n c e a n d a hi g hl y pri z e d  pl a c e t o li v e p er m a n e ntl y or s e as o n all y. T h e q u a ntit y a n d 

di v ersit y of fl or a a n d fa u n a al o n gsi d e e v er yt hi n g ot h er r es o ur c e m a d e it a hi g hl y d esir a bl e pl a c e 

t o o c c u p y a n d c o ntr ol . E v e n i nt o t h e hist ori c p eri o d, t h e hills c o nti n u e d t o b e a pl a c e t h at v ari o us 

p e o pl es s o u g ht t o v e nt ur e. As dis c uss e d i n t h e n e xt c h a pt er, t h e hills w er e a m o n g t h e l ast pl a c e i n 

t h e C a n a d a t h at t h e pl ai ns bis o n w er e s e e n a n d s a w a l ar g e i nfl u x i n M étis a nd ot h er p e o pl es 

d uri n g t h e 1 8 7 0s.  

2. 6  C o n cl u si o n  

T h e g o al of t his c h a pt er w as t o b ett er pr e p ar e t h e r e a d er i n u n d erst a n di n g t h e p e o pl e, t h e 

pr a cti c e, a n d t h e e n vir o n m e nt dis c uss e d i n t his st u d y. T h e M étis h a d d e v el o p e d a u ni q u e a n d ri c h 

c ult ur al pr a cti c e of fi n di n g a n ar e a of wi nt er s ettl e m e nt a n d m a ki n g it t h eir o w n. T h e C y pr ess 

Hills w er e si mil ar t o m a n y ot h er l o c ati o ns of hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nt i n t h e first h alf of t h e 1 9 t h-

c e nt ur y. D uri n g t h e s e c o n d h alf of t h e 1 9 t h-c e nt ur y, t h e r etr e ati n g bis o n h er ds p ut t h e  M étis i nt o a 

dir e ct c ollisi o n c o urs e wit h t h e C y pr ess Hills. T h e f oll o wi n g c h a pt er a d dr ess es t h e s p e cifi c 

hist or y of t h e M étis hi v er n a nt s at t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e.  
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C H A P T E R 3  H I S T O R Y  

3. 1  I nt r o d u cti o n  

As o p p os e d t o t h e m aj or c e ntr es s u c h as F ort E d m o nt o n a n d t h e R e d R i v er s ettl e m e nts, st u d yi n g 

M étis hi v er n a nt  hist or y pr es e nts u ni q u e c h all e n g es. T h e t e m p or ar y, is ol at e d, a n d m o bil e n at ur e 

of hi v er n a nt  lif est yl e h as l eft us wit h li mit e d d o c u m e nt ati o n a n d al m ost al w a ys fr o m o utsi d ers of 

t h es e s ettl e m e nts. As s u c h, m a n y stra n ds of t h es e f e w s o ur c es r e q uir e t o b e c orr o b or at e d f or 

a c c ur a c y a n d s p e cifi cit y. R el yi n g o n pri m ar y s o ur c es d o c u m e nt ati o n is n e c ess ar y i n t his st u d y as 

m a n y s e c o n d ar y s o ur c es w er e f o u n d t o b e u nr eli a bl e at b est or c o ntr a di ct or y a n d s u bj e ct t o 

c ol o ni al a g e n d as at w orst.  

T his c h a pt er o utli n es a d et ail e d hist or y of t h e M étis at t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e. D uri n g its 

pri m ar y y e ars of o c c u p ati o n b et w e e n 1 8 7 0 t o 1 8 8 2, it w as k n o w n b y t h e M étis as F o ot of t h e 

M o u nt ai n ( Pi e d d e l a M o nt a g n e ) or T ail of t h e M o u nt ai n (Q u e u e d e l a M o nt a g n e ). T hr e e g e n er al 

p eri o ds of o c c u p ati o n ar e pr o p os e d f or t h e sit e. T h e first o c c urr e d b et w e e n a b o ut 1 8 7 0 t o 1 8 7 4 

a n d w as c h ar a ct eri z e d m ai nl y b y s m all gr o u ps of M étis h u nt ers a n d tr a d ers w h os e f a mili es 

m ostl y  r e m ai n e d at t h e p eri p h er y s ettl e m e nts of W o o d M o u nt ai n a n d W hit e Ri v er. T h e s e c o n d 

o c c u p ati o n p eri o d o c c urr e d b et w e e n 1 8 7 4 a n d 1 8 7 8 w hi c h w as c h ar a ct eri z e d b y e ntir e e xt e n d e d 

gr o u ps of i nt er c o n n e ct e d f a mili es a n d w as t h e p e a k of M étis s ettl e m e nt i n t h e C y pr ess Hills. T h e 

t hir d p eri o d o c c urr e d b et w e e n 1 8 7 8 a n d 1 8 8 2 w h e n t h e sit e h ost e d m e m b ers of t h e L afr a m b ois e 

f a mil y a n d s e v er al ot h er s m all tr a d ers.  

 



 
 

4 2  

3. 2  E a rl y M éti s e x c u r si o n s a n d u s e of t h e C y p r e s s Hills  

3. 2. 1  I n di g e n o us t e r rit o r y a n d t h e C y p r ess Hills i n t h e 1 9t h -c e nt u r y  

T h e C y pr ess Hills h a v e b e e n a n i m p ort a nt pl a c e f or I n di g e n o us p e o pl es f or t h o us a n ds of y e ars. 

T his  tr e e d o asis attr a ct e d a l ar g e di v ersit y of l ar g e m a m m ali a n r es o ur c es a n d as a r es ult t h e y 

w er e a d esir a bl e pl a c e f or v ari o us I n di g e n o us gr o u ps of t h e n ort h er n pl ai ns. B ut t h e n at ur e of 

h o w t h es e v ari o us gr o u ps or g a ni z e d t h eir t errit ori alit y a n d c o nt est e d c o ntr ol of t h e hills is still 

o p e n t o d e b at e. B y t h e 1 8 7 0s diff er e nt s o ur c es c ert ai nl y i d e ntif y t h e hills t o b e a d esir a bl e 

l o c ati o n a n d a b o u n d ar y b et w e e n v ari o us n ort h er n tri b es a n d w as o n o c c asi o n d es cri b e d as a “ N o 

m a n’s l a n d ” w h er e g a m e w as pl e ntif ul  ( C o wi e 1 9 1 3). I n t h eir st u d y of t h e et h n o gr a p h y of t h e 

C y pr ess Hills, B o n ni c hs e n a n d B al d wi n ( 1 9 7 8: 3 5 -3 9)  dir e ctl y c h all e n g e d t his n oti o n a n d i nst e a d 

pr o p os e d t h at t h e y it w as m or e li k el y a n “ E v er y m a n’s l a n d ” a n d n ot u nli k e m a n y ot h er l o c aliti es 

wit hi n  or o n t h e p eri p h er y of t errit ori es . T h e y ar g u e d t h at m u c h li k e a n y f e at ur e o n t h e pr airi e 

l a n ds c a p es, if c o nt est e d a n d c o ntr oll e d t h e n it w o ul d r e m ai n wit hi n o n e’s  o w n s p h er e a n d 

pr o vi d e a w e alt h of p erti n e nt e x a m pl es (B o n ni c hs e n a n d B al d wi n 1 9 7 8: 3 1 -3 4) . D e ni g w h o w as 

a n e x p eri e n c e d f ur tr a d er a n d e arl y et h n o gr a p h er i n F ort U ni o n, a p pr o xi m at el y 4 0 0 k m t o t h e 

s o ut h e ast of t h e C y pr ess Hills, d es cri b es m a n y diff er e nt I n di g e n o us gr o u ps t h at s h ar e d t h e hills 

i n t h e e arl y 1 9t h-c e nt ur y ( D e ni g a n d H e witt 1 9 3 0: 1 6-1 7, 8 1 -8 8) . W h at d o es s e e m t o b e cl e ar is 

t h at t h e hills w er e m ost d efi nit el y c o nt est e d a n d, at v ari o us ti m es, a cr ossr o a d b et w e e n v ari o us 

gr o u ps wit h t h e Niitsit a pi ( Bl a c kf o ot C o nf e d er a c y ) t e n di n g t o c o ntr ol t h e w est er n a n d 

n ort h w est er n si d e, t h e A a nii i h (Gr os V e ntr e ) a l o n g t h e s o ut h a n d s o ut h w est er n si d e, t h e N a k ot a 

(Assi ni b oi n e ) al o n g t h e s o ut h e ast, a n d t h e N ê hi y a w ( Pl ai ns Cr e e ) al o n g t h e n ort h a n d n ort h e ast. 
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M ost of t h es e gr o u ps w er e r e c or d e d t o h a v e o c c u pi e d a n d li v e d n e ar t h e c e ntr e of t h e hills at  

diff er e nt p oi nts i n ti m es.  

 

3. 2. 2  M étis b ri g a d es a n d t h e C y p r ess Hills  

M o bilit y w as a c or e f e at ur e i n M étis c ult ur e , i n cl u di n g t h e n e e d t o m ai nt ai n t h eir bis o n -b as e d  

e c o n o m y t hr o u g h o ut t h e 1 9 t h-c e nt ur y. T h e s u m m er bis o n h u nti n g bri g a d es gr e w  i nt o a r e g ul ar 

f e at ur e of M étis c ult ur e si n c e at l e ast t h e 1 8 2 0s as it pr o vi d e d a d diti o n al e c o n o mi c o p p ort u niti es 

w h e n it w as i nt ert wi n e d a n d c o or di n at e d wit h t h e pl a nti n g of t h eir cr o ps i n t h e R e d Ri v er 

s ettl e m e nts ( E ns 1 9 9 6: 3 5-3 6; E ns 2 0 0 8: 1 5 2 -1 5 4) . W hil e t h e pr a cti c e of M étis wi nt eri n g 

g e n er all y pr e d at es t h e pr a cti c e of t h e s u m m er bri g a d es, t h e c ult ur e of hi v er n a nt  c o al es c e d 

al o n gsi d e t h at of t h e s u m m er bri g a d es. I n d e e d, wi nt eri n g h a d s e e n a gr e at e x p a ns i o n d uri n g t h e 

1 8 4 0s i n p art d u e t o risi n g bis o n r o b e pri c es a n d a fl o uris hi n g A m eri c a n m ar k et al o n g t h e u p p er 

Miss o uri  ( E ns 1 9 9 6). I niti all y t e m p er e d b y t h e H B C tr a d e m o n o p ol y n ort h of t h e i nt er n ati o n al 

b or d er, i n pr a cti c e it w as c o m m o nl y fl o ut e d i n s e c r et b y m a n y M étis tr a d ers a n d t h e n a cti v el y 

i g n or e d aft er  t h e G uill a m e S a w y er tri al. T h e tri al c o n cl u d e d i n 1 8 4 9 a n d wit h t h e pr ess ur e 

a p pli e d b y S a w y er’s ki n, it r es ult e d i n tr a nsf or mi n g t h e af or e m e nti o n e d H B C m o n o p ol y i nt o a 

t o ot hl ess g ui d a n c e w h er e t h e M étis ass ert e d t h eir fr e e d o m t o tr a d e a cr oss t h e ill -d efi n e d 

i nt er n ati o n al b or d er ( F ost er 2 0 0 6: 3 9-4 0; H o g u e 2 0 1 5: 4 6: 4 8) . T h e d e c a d es f oll o wi n g s a w a l ar g e 

e x p a nsi o n of M étis p arti ci p ati o n i n t h e A m eri c a n f ur tr a di n g v e nt ur es a n d it w as d uri n g t his ti m e 

th at M étis tr a d ers fr e q u e nt e d t h e ar e as b et w e e n F ort U ni o n a n d F ort B e nt o n a n d al o n g t h e Mil k 

Ri v er ( H o g u e 2 0 1 5: 4 8: 5 4). 
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B e gi n ni n g i n t h e 1 8 5 0s, t h e M étis s u m m er bri g a d es b e g a n e x p a n di n g t h eir b o u n d ari es 

f urt h er a n d f urt h er w est, a n d it w as d uri n g t his ti me t h at t h e first s u c h e n c o u nt ers wit h t h e 

C y pr ess Hills o c c urr e d. S o m e M étis s cri p r e c or ds fr o m l at er i n t h e 1 9 t h-c e nt ur y i d e ntif y 

i n di vi d u als w h o w er e b or n or m arri e d i n t h e C y pr ess Hills i n t h e t w e nt y-y e ar p eri o d b et w e e n 

1 8 5 0 –  1 8 7 0  ( M ori n 1 9 9 7). A s m a ll h a n df ul of s cri p r e c or ds c o nt ai n i n di vi d u als w h o s elf-

r e p ort e d t o h a v e b e e n b or n i n t h e C y pr ess Hills d uri n g t h e 1 8 5 0s a n d 1 8 6 0s,  b ut t h e y a p p e ar t o 

b e o utli ers t o t h e g e n er al tr e n d of M étis b or n a cr oss t h e w est d uri n g t his ti m e ( H a milt o n 2 0 0 7). 

T h e g e n er all y a c c e pt e d tr e n d of wi nt eri n g s ettl e m e nts m o vi n g w est hi g hl y s u g g ests t h at pl a c es 

ar o u n d W o o d M o u nt ai n ( M o nt a g n e d e B ois) t o b e r e g ul arl y visit e d st arti n g i n t h e e arl y 1 8 6 0s 

( E ns 1 9 9 6: 7 7-7 9; F ost er 2 0 0 6: 6 0) . T h is pl a c es a n y pr os p e cti v e M étis s ettl e m e nt i n t h e C y pr ess 

Hills pri or t o t h e 1 8 6 0s g e n er all y at o d ds wit h t h e e asil y c orr o b or at e d e vi d e n c e t h at c o m es fr o m 

W o o d M o u nt ai n. H o w e v er, wit h t h e v ari o us c o ul e es of t h e W o o d M o u nt ai n ar e a b ei n g o c c u pi e d 

d uri n g t his ti m e , e arl y M étis e n c o u nt ers wit h t he C y pr ess Hills, b ei n g a p pr o xi m at el y 2 0 0 k m 

w est of W o o d M o u nt ai n, w as a n e ar c ert ai nt y.  

It w as d uri n g t his ti m e t h at a n a cti v e cr oss b or d er tr a d e n et w or k w as fl o uris hi n g i n t his 

p art of t h e n ort h w est w hi c h br o u g ht m a n y M étis tr a d ers n e ar a n d e v e n t hr o u g h  t h e C y pr ess Hills. 

A n a c c o u nt fr o m L o uis G o ul et d es cri b es b ei n g p art of a bis o n h u nti n g bri g a d e  w hi c h cr oss e d 

t hr o u g h t h e C y pr ess Hills at v ari o us ti m es d uri n g a f or m ati v e p eri o d of his y o ut h, c orr es p o n di n g 

wit h t h e mi d -1 8 6 0s  ( C h ar ett e 1 9 8 0: 1 3 -2 0) . At s e v er al ti m es d uri n g t h e l at e 1 8 6 0s, J o h n n y Gr a nt 

als o p arti ci p at e d i n l o n g dist a n c e tr a di n g a cti viti es al o n g w ell -us e d c art tr ails b et w e e n t h e ar e a of 

W o o d M o u nt ai n, al o n g t h e Mil k Ri v er, a n d t o F ort B e nt o n w hi c h br o u g ht hi m wit hi n pr o xi mit y  

of t h e hills ( E ns 2 0 0 8: 1 5 9-1 6 7) . D uri n g t h e 1 8 5 0s a n d 1 8 6 0s, t h e n u m b er of r o b es t h at M étis 
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tr a d ers w er e bri n gi n g i nt o t h e tr a di n g p osts al o n g t h e u p p er Miss o uri d w arf e d t h os e e n di n g u p 

wit h t h e H B C p osts ( F ost er 2 0 0 6: 5 3). Ot h er M étis tr a d ers s o u g ht t o b e n efit fr o m t his a n d 

est a blis h e d t h e ms el v es al o n g t h e Fr e n c h m a n Ri v er  n ort h of t h e f or ks of t h e Mil k Ri v er  at a pl a c e 

c all e d W hit e Ri v er ( Ri vi èr e Bl a n c h e) t o t h e a n n o y a n c e of A m eri c a n b as e d tr a d ers ( F ost er 2 0 1 6; 

H o g u e 2 0 1 5: 7 5 -7 6) . 

W hil e it s e e ms l i k el y t h at hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts di d n ot o c c ur  r e g ul arl y i n t h e C y pr ess 

Hill pri or t o 1 8 7 0, t h e M étis m ost c ert ai n  k n e w of t h e e xist e n c e of t h e hills a n d a cti v el y us e d 

t h e m. T h e e xt e nt of  t his i nt er a cti o n is n ot k n o w n. B y t h e l at e 1 8 6 0s, M étis  hi v er n a nt  s e ttl e m e nts 

h a d alr e a d y b e e n l o n g est a blis h e d dir e ctl y e ast a n d s o ut h e ast of t h e hills at W o o d M o u nt ai n n e ar 

t h e Mil k Ri v er.  

 

3. 3  O c c u p ati o n P e ri o d I  –  M étis H u nt e rs a n d T r a d e rs  

3. 3. 1  H u nt e rs f r o m W o o d M o u nt ai n  

W hil e t h e C y pr ess Hills w er e li k el y k n o w n a n d us e d b y t h e M étis e arli er, it w as n ot u ntil 1 8 7 0 

t h at writt e n d o c u m e nt ati o n of e arl y hi v er n a nt  i nt er a cti o ns e m er g e. It w as als o d uri n g t his ti m e 

w h e n t h e R e d Ri v er R e b elli o n o c c urr e d w hi c h, a m o n g ot h er t hi n gs, e v e nt u all y pr e c e pt e d a l ar g e 

e x o d us of M étis w est w ar d t o v ari o us hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts i n t h e f oll o wi n g y e ars. M a n y of t h es e 

f a mili es w er e dr a w n t o t h eir ki n n et w or ks w hi c h l e a d t h e m t o m a k e n e w t e m p or ar y h o m es i n o n e 

of t h e m a n y w o o d e d v all e ys i n t h e W o o d M o u nt ai n ar e a ( E ns 1 9 9 6: 7 7-7 9; F ost er 2 0 0 6: 6 0 -6 2) .  

I n l at e 1 8 7 0, O bl at e F at h er J os e p h J. M. L e St a n c w as c all e d t o L e br et fr o m St. B o nif a c e 

w h er e h e w as i nstr u ct e d t o visit t h e r a pi dl y gr o wi n g hi v er n a nt  s ettle m e nts ar o u n d W o o d 

M o u nt ai n. Aft er arri vi n g i n O ct o b er 1 8 7 0, h e w as i m m e di at el y gr e et e d wit h o p e n ar ms b y t h e 
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l ar g e n u m b er of f a mili es a n d c hil dr e n w h o, h e n ot e d, h a d n ot r e c ei v e d h ol y s a cr a m e nts f or y e ars 

if at all (L est a n c, J o es e p h -J e a n-M ari e o mi: S o u v e n irs d e 1 8 6 0 à 1 8 8 0, 1 9 1 0, P R 1 9 7 1. 0 2 2 0/ 6 8 7 3, 

Missi o n ar y O bl at es of M ar y I m m a c ul at e. Pr o vi n c e of Al b ert a -S as k at c h e w a n , Pr o vi n ci al 

Ar c hi v es of Al b ert a, E d m o nt o n ). It w as i n N o v e m b er w h er e h e d es cri b e d h o w m a n y of t h e 

h u nt ers i n t h e s ettl e m e nts h a d r et ur n e d fro m t h e “si d e of t h e hill ” i n t h e w est w h er e m a n y bis o n 

h a d b e e n s p ott e d ( C orr es p o n d e n c e of J e a n -M ari e L e St a n c t o J ul es D e C or b y , 1 5 N o v e m b er 1 8 7 0, 

T -5 2 5 2 3  t o T-5 2 5 2 6, C or p or ati o n ar c hi é pis c o p al e c at h oli q u e r o m ai n e d e S ai nt -B o nif a c e, C e ntr e 

d u P atri m oi n e, Wi n ni p e g, M a nit o b a ). C o nsi d eri n g  t his d es cri pti o n, it is m or e t h a n li k el y t h at h e 

w as r ef erri n g t o t h e e ast er n si d e of t h e C y pr ess Hills t h at t h e h u nt ers h a d r et ur n e d fr o m w hi c h 

w as a p o p ul ar wi nt eri n g gr o u n d of bis o n. It w as als o d uri n g t h at ti m e t h at h e es ti m at e d t h er e 

w er e o v er 1 0 0 f a mili es i n fi v e vill a g es ar o u n d W o o d M o u nt ai n a n d n ot e d t h at e v e n m or e 

f a mili es w er e c o mi n g fr o m L a c Q u’ A p p ell e b ef or e t h e st art of t h e wi nt er ( C orr es p o n d e n c e fr o m 

J e a n -M ari e L e St a n c t o Al e x a n dr e T a c h é, 1 D e c e m b er 1 8 7 0, T 8 1 9 6 -8 2 0 3 , C or p or ati o n 

ar c hi é pis c o p al e c at h oli q u e r o m ai n e d e S ai nt -B o nif a c e , C e ntr e d u P atri m oi n e, Wi n ni p e g). H e 

n ot e d t h at t h e f oll o wi n g wi nt er m o nt hs ( 1 8 7 0/ 1 8 7 1) w er e a nti ci p at e d t o b e m u c h m or e diffi c ult 

t h a n t h e pr e vi o us f e w as t h e l at e arri vi n g f a mili es f a ce d gr e at er h ar ds hi p t h a n t h e o n es alr e a d y 

est a blis h e d i n t h e ar e a ( R o n d e a u 1 9 7 0: 3 5). T h at wi nt er c o nti n u e d t o s e e h u nti n g f ar w est of 

W o o d M o u nt ai n n e ar t h e C y pr ess Hill s a n d al o n g t h e Fr e n c h m a n Ri v er  i n M o nt a n a ( R o n d e a u 

1 9 7 0: 3 5 -3 6) . Wit h s u c h a s u d d e n i n cr e as e of hi v er n a nt  f a mili es c o m bi n e d wit h a diffi c ult wi nt er, 

t h e r eli a n c e o n t h e wi nt er h u nt c a n n ot b e u n d erst at e d. It w as d uri n g t h es e p arti c ul arl y l o n g a n d 

diffi c ult wi nt ers t h at bis o n h er ds w o ul d s e e k s h elt er i n t h e w o o d e d r a vi n es  a n d c o ul e es. Attr a ct e d 
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b y t h e r eli a bl e bis o n h er ds, t h e e ast er n C y pr ess Hills h a d li k el y b e c o m e  a f a v orit e h u nti n g s p ot of 

t h e W o o d M o u nt ai n hi v er n a nt  h u nt ers.  

 

3. 3. 2  M étis T r a d e rs al o n gsi d e Is a a c C o wi e  

Si n c e t h e 1 8 4 0s, t h e H B C h a d l o n g f elt t h e eff e ct of l osi n g t h eir tr a d e m o n o p ol y t o A m eri c a n f ur 

tr a di n g v e nt ur es al o n g t h e u p p er Miss o uri a n d its tri b ut ari es. Hi v er n a nt  tr a d ers w o ul d tr a v el l o n g 

dist a n c es t o o bt ai n b ett er pri c es a cr oss t h e ill -d efi n e d b or d er r e gi o n ( C o wi e 1 9 1 3: 4 3 7; H o g u e 

2 0 1 5) . S o d es p er at e w e r e t h e y f or wi nt er bis o n hi d es, t h at s o m e H B C ali g n e d tr a d ers tr a v el e d t o 

hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts t o p ur c h as e t h e m dir e ctl y fr o m h u nt ers b ef or e t h e y c o ul d b e s ol d a cr oss t h e 

li n e ( H o g u e 2 0 1 5). Is a a c C o wi e w as o n e s u c h H B C e m pl o y e e b as e d at F ort Q u’ A p p ell e d uri n g 

t h e l at e 1 8 6 0s w hi c h r e c o g ni z e d t his tr e n d i n t h e r o b e tr a d e a n d st a y e d cl os e t o t h e e v er -

e x p a n di n g  M étis fr o nti er.  

C o wi e h a d m a d e s e v er al tri ps wit h his M étis e m pl o y e es n e ar t h e C y pr ess Hills i n t h e 

y e ars pri or t o 1 8 7 1 b ut it w as n ot u ntil t h at y e a r t h at t h e y m a d e t h e d e cisi o n t o tr y a n d m a k e a 

tr a di n g e x c ursi o n t o t h e e ast er n si d e of t h e hills ( C o wi e 1 9 1 3: 4 3 2). Wit h pri or k n o wl e d g e of t h e 

ar e a, his f ell o w tr a d ers tr a v el e d t o w h at w o ul d b e c o m e t h e hi v er n a nt  sit e of C hi m n e y C o ul e e a n d 

b uilt v ari o us  wi nt eri n g c a bi ns  t h er e. T his is t h e first a n d e arli est d es cri pti o n of t h e sit e a n d its 

s urr o u n di n g f e at ur es. Of n ot e is h o w t h es e c a bi ns w er e arr a n g e d:  

“ T h e C o m p a n y’s b uil di n gs w er e i n a r o w, n ot i n a s q u ar e, a n d t h os e of t h e 

fr e e m e n w er e si mil arl y arr a n ge d i n t h e s h elt er of s cr u b at t h e f o ot of a hill …. ”  

( C o wi e 1 9 1 3:4 3 4)  
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A c c or di n g t o C o wi e m ost of t h es e str u ct ur es w er e b ur nt d o w n b y  a gr o u p of  h ostil e Bl a c kf e et 

u p o n C o wi e’s d e p art ur e i n t h e s pri n g of 1 8 7 2  ( C o wi e 1 9 1 3: 4 3 5) a n d t h e y w er e li k el y r e b uilt 

wit hi n t h e s a m e or si mil ar str u ct ur al f o ot pri nt i n l at er o c c u p ati o ns as e vi d e n c e d b y l at er s ur v e ys 

( B url e y, H orsf all, a n d Br a n d o n 1 9 9 2). C o wi e st at e d t h at his i nt e nti o n w as t o est a blis h tr a d e 

r el ati o ns wit h t h e Bl a c kf o ot w h o w er e k n o w n t o o c c u p y t h e hills. Pri or t o t h eir d e p art ur e, his 

l ar g e p art y of M étis a n d ot h er Assi ni b oi n e alli es w ar d e d off a n y c o nfli ct d uri n g t h eir l e n gt h of 

t h eir st a y i n t h e wi nt er of 1 8 7 1/ 1 8 7 2. T his mi g ht h a v e b e e n i n p art d u e t o t h e l ar g e i nfl u x of 

hi v er n a nt  h u nt ers a n d fr e e m e n  fr o m W o o d M o u nt ai n w h o r e g ul arl y visit e d d uri n g wi nt er. O n e 

w ell k n o w n M étis tr a d er fr o m W o o d M o u nt ai n h e n ot es w as A nt oi n e O u ell ett e a n d his ki n 

( C o wi e 1 9 1 3: 4 3 3-4 3 4) . T h e wi nt er w as e xtr a or di n aril y s u c c essf ul f or C o wi e a n d all t h e M étis 

w h o visit e d t h at wi nt er as t h e h er ds r e m ai n e d cl os e at h a n d al o n gsi d e ot h er l ar g e g a m e  ( C o wi e 

1 9 1 3: 4 3 6 -4 3 7) . 

A c c or di n g t o C o wi e’s n arr ati v e, t h e Bl a c kf o ot d es c e n d e d u p o n t h e sit e o n c e t h ey  

d e p art e d a n d a v oi d e d c o nfli ct e x c e pt f or  a f e w Assi ni b oi n e str a g gl ers . H e n ot e d t h at t h e r e m ai ns 

of t h e f e w f all e n Assi ni b oi n e w er e f o u n d a m o n g t h e b ur n e d c a bi ns i n t h e f oll o wi n g J u n e b y 

M étis h u nt ers r e visiti n g t h e sit e ( C o wi e 1 9 1 3: 4 3 5). Alt h o u g h C o wi e r e c or d e d his bri ef n arr ati v e 

of wi nt eri n g i n t h e C y pr ess Hills d e c a d e s l at er i n 1 9 1 3, it is g e n er all y c orr o b or at e d wit hi n gr e at er 

c o nt e xt of t h e hills a n d L e St a n c’s d es cri pti o ns at t h e ti m e of hi v er n a nt  m o v e m e nts i n a n d ar o u n d 

t h e W o o d M o u nt ai n a n d W hit e Ri v er s ettl e m e nts. 
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3. 3. 3  W o o d M o u nt ai n a n d W hit e Ri v e r  

T h e s a m e wi nt er t h at  C o wi e h a d r esi d e d o n t h e sit e w as t h e first wi nt er t h at L e St a n c visit e d t h e 

W hit e Ri v er hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nt fr o m his n e w b as e i n W o o d M o u nt ai n. B ei n g sit u at e d j ust 

a cr oss t h e i nt er n ati o n al b o u n d ar y, m a n y f a mili es of hi v er n a nt s h a d b e e n dr a w n t o t h e ar e a n e ar 

t h e f or ks of t h e Mil k a n d Fr e n c h m a n ri v ers ( H o g u e 2 0 1 5: 7 5-7 6). O n e pr o mi n e nt tr a d er w as 

Fr a n c ois J a n e a u x w h o est a blis h e d t h e s m all tr a di n g p ost of F ort T.J. T ur n e y w h er e ot h er M étis 

hi v er n a nt s h a d b uilt  a  s ettl e m e nt  n e ar b y  ( F ost er 2 0 1 6; H o g u e 2 0 1 5: 75 -7 6) .  

L e St a n c visit e d t h e s m all s ettl e m e nt al o n g t h e W hit e Ri v er i n J a n u ar y 1 8 7 2 w h er e h e 

a d diti o n all y r e p ort e d t h at t h er e w er e 2 0 f a mili es of hi v er n a nt s li vi n g i n t h e C y pr ess Hills 

(C orr es p o n d e n c e fr o m J e a n -M ari e L e St a n c t o Al e x a n dr e T a c h é, 1 5  J a n u ar y  1 8 7 2 , T 9 8 6 3 -9 8 6 6 , 

C or p or ati o n ar c hi é pis c o p al e c at h oli q u e r o m ai n e d e S ai nt -B o nif a c e, C e ntr e d u P atri m oi n e, 

Wi n ni p e g ).  T his is diffi c ult t o as c ert ai n if t his w as a r ef er e n c e t o t h os e w h o w er e li vi n g at t h e 

sit e al o n gsi d e C o wi e a n d t h e ot h er fr e e m e n or if t h e y  w er e a diff er e nt gr o u p alt o g et h er. I n 

g e n er al, t h e d e m o gr a p hi c tr e n ds of M étis hi v er n a nt s at W o o d M o u nt ai n a n d W hit e Ri v er s h o w e d 

t h e v ast m aj orit y r e m ai ni n g at t h es e pl a c es u ntil at l e ast 1 8 7 4 ( H a milt o n 2 0 0 7: 4-2 9) . T his 

a n al ysis s e e ms t o b e c o nsist e nt wit h a d es cri pti o n b y L e St a n c i n M ar c h 1 8 7 3 w h e n h e n ot es t h at 

t h e W o o d M o u nt ai n a n d W hit e m u d ri v er s ettl e m e nts w er e b olst er e d b y e v e n m or e f a mili es 

arri vi n g fr o m t h e e ast  ( C orr es p o n d e n c e fr o m J e a n-M ari e L e St a n c t o Al e x a n dr e T a c h é, 3 0 M ar c h 

1 8 7 3, T 1 1 7 8 9 -1 1 7 9 2 , C or p or ati o n ar c hi é pis c o p al e c at h oli q u e r o m ai n e d e S ai nt-B o nif a c e, C e ntr e 

d u P atri m oi n e, Wi n ni p e g ).   

A c o m m o n n arr ati v e of t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e d es cri b es 6 0 f a mili es m o vi n g t o sit e i n 

1 8 7 3 a n d t h at t h e y c all e d t h e pl a c e C h a p el C o ul e e ( H. S. J o n es  - L ett er r e E ast E n d d et a c h m e nt i n 
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t h e 1 8 9 0s. 1 9 5 5, M 9 4 6 0-1 2 5, W o o d F a mil y F o n ds, Gl e n b o w A c hi e v es, C al g ar y ). H o w e v er, t his 

n arr ati v e s e e ms i n c o nsist e nt wit h ot h er li n es of e vi d e n c e. Ot h er r es e ar c h ers h a v e i d e ntifi e d t his  

as a li k el y err or w hi c h c o nf us e s t h e l o c ati o n of C hi m n e y C o ul e e  wit h o n e of t h e s ettl e m e nts at 

W o o d M o u nt ai n w hi c h w as c all e d C o ul e e C h a p p ell e w hi c h r e c ei v e d a l ar g e i nfl u x of n e w 

f a mili es i n 1 8 7 3 ( E ns 1 9 9 6: 7 9; Br a n d o n 2 0 0 0; Br a n d o n 1 9 9 5; Br a n d o n 1 9 9 4; M cC ull o u g h 

1 9 9 0: 2 5 6 -2 5 7) . W h at is cl e ar t h o u g h is t h at t h e p o p ul ati o n of t h es e s ettl e m e nts w er e pr o b a bl y 

r e a c hi n g t h eir c a p a cit y b y 1 8 7 3 w hil e t h e bis o n w er e als o  cl os er t o t h e C y pr ess Hills  b y t h e n . It 

a p p e ars as t h o u g h  t h e hills w er e still r e g ar d e d as u ns af e d u e t o t h e Bl a c kf e et a n d t h e n e wl y 

arri v e d A m eri c a n w his k e y tr a d ers. T his l att er gr o u p arri v e d b y 1 8 7 2 a n d p os e d a u ni q u e t hr e at t o 

t h e ar e a. 

 

3. 3. 4  C o nfli ct i n t h e Hills  

B y 1 8 7 3, t h e C y pr ess Hills h a d b e c o m e a n e v e n m or e d a n g er o us pl a c e t o v e nt ur e. A n A n gl o -

M étis fr e e m a n a n d e x -H B C e m pl o y e e, E d w ar d M a c K a y, w as a w ar e t h e sit u ati o n a m o n g his ki n 

a n d t h e pr o bl e ms t h at t h e A m eri c a n w his k e y tr a d er s p os e d t o t h e ar e a.  Fr o m F ort Q u’ A p p ell e , h e 

g a v e a d et ail e d a n d pr o p h eti c r e p ort of t h e C y pr ess Hills sit u ati o n at t h e ti m e:  

“ T h e w h ol e c o u ntr y a n d p e o pl e ar e i n a r estl ess st at e t h e l a ws a g ai nst li q u or 

a n d p ois o n ar e utt erl y i g n or e d … …  

T h e st at e of m att er o n t h e pl ai ns is m ost criti c a l a n d d a n g er o us a n d d e m a n ds 

i m m e di at e att e nti o n of t h e G o vt … …. 
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T h e M etis, Britis h, a n d A m eri c a n s u bj e cts ar e als o m a ki n g t h eir li vi n g o n t h e 

pl ai ns, a n d will c o nfi n e t o d o s o as l o n g as t h e b uff al o e xists o n t h e pl ai ns o n 

t his si d e al o n g t h e fr o nti er, t h e A m eri c a n M etis ar e m ost n u m er o us, a n d wis h 

t o r ul e t h e ot h ers. T h e Si o u x als o wis h t o h u nt n ort h of t h e li n e, a n d ar e 

gr a d u all y p us hi n g t h e ms el v es f or w ar d i nt o t h e Cr e e h u nti n g gr o u n ds. T h er e is 

u n d erst o o d t o b e a n alli a n c e d ef e nsi v e a n d off e nsi v e b et w e e n t h e T et o ns 

[ Si o u x]  a n d t h e M etis. T h e Cr e es a n d S alt e a u x ar e hi g hl y dis pl e as e d wit h t h e 

M etis a n d Si o u x f or h u nti n g o n t h eir gr o u n ds, a n d o nl y all o w t h e m b e c a us e 

t h e y ar e afr ai d of t h e m a n d u n a bl e t o dri v e t h e m off ….. 

A m eri c a n tr a d ers fr o m B e nt o n, a n d t h e Miss o uri h a v e est a blis h e d fi v e p osts i n 

Britis h T errit or y at C y pr ess Hills w h er e t h e y tr a d e i n li q u ors p ois o n a n d ot h er 

c o ntr a b a n d g o o ds. At o n e of t h eir p osts al o n e t h e y h a v e b o u g ht 3 0 0 0 of t h e 

b est q u alit y of b uff al o r o b es fr o m I n di a ns a n d h alf br e e ds w h o  h a d t h e 

A m eri c a ns n ot b e e n t h er e wit h li q u or, w o ul d h a v e s ol d t h e m t o britis h tr a d ers. 

T h e t ot al n u m b er of r o b es fr o m o ur t errit or y b o u g ht b y A m eri c a n s m u g gl ers is 

v ari a bl y esti m at e d fr o m 6 0 0 0 t o 1 0, 0 0 0 r o b es a n d s ai d t o h a v e cr oss e d t h e li n e 

t his y e ar …..”  

Ur q u h art t o M c K e a g n e y. S u b mits r e p ort gi v e n b y ( E d w ar d) M c K a y r e N ort h w est T errit ori es , 2 9 

M a y 1 8 7 3,  Al e x a n d er M orris F o n ds , M 1 3 4, It e m 1 6 5, P 5 2 7 8/ 5 , Pr o vi n ci al Ar c hi v es of 

M a nit o b a, Wi n ni p e g, M a nit o b a, C a n a d a  
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I n d e e d, M a c K a y w as e ntir el y c orr e ct wit h his ass ess m e nt r e g ar di n g t h e dir e sit u ati o n at h a n d. 

L ess t h a n t w o w e e ks aft er h is r e p ort, t h e C y pr ess Hills m ass a cr e o c c urr e d w h e n a s m all gr o u p of 

A m eri c a n w olf ers a n d w his k e y tr a d ers kill e d a c o u pl e d o z e n Assi ni b oi n e m e n, w o m e n, a n d 

c hil dr e n. It t o o k s e v e r al m o nt hs f or t h e n e ws t o r e a c h Ott a w a a n d t h e p u bli c . T h e o utr a g e t h at 

r es ult e d d e m a n d e d an or g a ni z e d  r es p o ns e fr o m t h e f e d er al g o v er n m e nt t o t his gr u es o m e a ct a n d 

s o v er ei g nt y crisis  ( H o g u e 2 0 1 5: 8 3-8 5; Cli p p ert o n 2 0 1 5) . 

T h e i m m e di at e r es ult of t h e C y pr ess Hills m ass a cr e w as t h e est a blis h m e nt of t h e 

N ort h w est M o u nt e d P oli c e i n l at e 1 8 7 3. T h e y w er e t o b e d e pl o y e d  a n d  tr a v el a cr oss t h e pl ai ns 

t h e f oll o wi n g y e ar w h er e t h e y w o ul d e v e nt u all y arri v e, i n O ct o b er 1 8 7 4, at t h eir d esti n ati o n of 

t h e A m eri c a n o p er at e d F ort W h o o p-u p i n w h at is n o w L et h bri d g e , Al b ert a ( Cli p p ert o n 2 0 1 5). 

Aft er b ei n g e v e nt u all y tr a c k e d d o w n, t h e tri al of t h e A m eri c a ns r es p o nsi bl e f or t h e m ass a cr e s a w 

m a n y Assi n b oi n e a n d M étis wit n ess es t estif y. Fr o m t h eir a c c o u nts, t h e s ur vi v ors fl e d t o t h e 

v ari o us M étis h u nti n g c a m ps dis p ers e d  t hr o u g h o ut t h e hills at t h e ti m e ( Cli p p ert o n 2 0 1 5). B y 

t h ese  a c c o u nts, it s e e ms as t h o u g h t h es e c a m ps w er e d es cri b e d as t e nts a n d m a n y of M étis 

cl ai m e d t o b e still r esi di n g at eit h er W o o d M o u nt ai n or  W hit e Ri v er.  

 

3. 3. 5  B attl e f o r t h e C y p r ess Hills a n d t h e Bi g C a m p  

It w as i n 1 8 7 4 t h at m a n y M étis hi v er n a nt  f a mili es fr o m W o o d M o u nt ai n a n d W hit e Ri v er w o ul d 

r el o c at e t o t h e C y pr ess Hills d es pit e t h e f e ars a n d u n c ert ai nl y t h at e c h o e d i n t h e l a n ds c a p e. M u c h 

of w h at w e k n o w fr o m t h e m o v e m e nts of t h es e gr o u ps c o m e fr o m t h e a c c o u nts of t h e b o u n d ar y 

c o m missi o n w hi c h tr a v el e d t hr o u g h t h e ar e a t h at y e ar. T h e i nt er n ati o n al b o u n d ar y c o m missi o n 

h a d b e e n f or m e d b y t h e C a n a di a n a n d A m eri c a n g o v er n m e nts i n 1 8 7 2 t o d e m ar c at e t h e 4 9 t h 
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p ar all el ( H o g u e 2 0 1 5: 9 2-9 3) . T his p os e d a n iss u e f or t h e M étis hi v er n a nt s w h o w er e li vi n g a n d 

tr a di n g o n bot h si d es of t h e b or d er as A m eri c a n e nf or c e m e nt of t h e b o u n d ar y h a d i n cr e as e d i n 

t h e u p p er Miss o uri i n cl u di n g t h eir tri b ut ari es. S o m e hi v er n a nt  tr a d ers n e ar t h e W hit e Ri v er 

s ettl e m e nt h a d b e e n r ai d e d b y A m eri c a n l a w e nf or c e m e nt i n 1 8 7 1 a n d h a d t h eir g o o ds st ol e n 

( H o g u e 2 0 1 5: 7 7-7 8) . Si n c e t h e n, tr a v eli n g al o n g t h e c art tr ails b et w e e n W o o d M o u nt ai n a n d F ort 

B e nt o n h a d b e c o m e a sli g htl y m or e pr e c ari o us v e nt ur e f or a n y M étis  w h o wis h e d t o s ell t h eir 

g o o ds a cr oss t h e li n e. B et w e e n A m eri c a n l a w e nf or c e m e nt a n d t h e r ai di n g t hr e ats p os e d b y ot h er 

gr o u ps, s af et y f or o n e’s lif e a n d c ar g o w er e m u c h l ess c ert ai n t h a n it h a d b e e n j ust a f e w y e ars 

pri or. A n y f e ars t h at t h e W hit e Ri v er s ettl e m e nt h a d w er e r e c o nfir m e d w h e n t h e hi v er n a nt  

r esi d e nts w er e a g ai n r ai d e d i n M a y 1 8 7 4. T h o us a n ds of d oll ars’ w ort h  of g o o ds w er e s ei z e d b y 

A m eri c a n l a w e nf or c e m e nt o n a c c o u nt of ill e g all y tr a di n g i n t h e U nit e d St at es ( H o g u e 2 0 1 5: 8 2-

8 3) . F or m a n y t his s e e ms t o h a v e b e e n  t h e fi n al str a w. F ost er ( 2 0 0 6: 5 9 -8 9)  d es cri b es t h e st ori es 

of s o m e  M étis f a mili es w h o h a d b e e n l o c at e d first at W o o d M o u nt ai n a n d t h e n Mil k Ri v er/ W hit e 

Ri v er ar e a w h o w er e f or c e d aft er 1 8 7 3 a n d 1 8 7 4 t o r el o c at e i nt o t h e C y pr ess Hills a n d t h e n 

e v e nt u all y s ettl e d i n M o nt a n a s o m e y e ars l at er. It a p p e ars t h e W hit e Ri v er Métis t e m p or aril y 

r el o c at e d t o b e wit h t h eir W o o d M o u nt ai n ki n a n d w er e li k el y a m o n g t h e m ost e a g er t o m a k e t h e 

C y pr ess Hills t h eir n e w h o m e.  

T o a d d t o t his dil e m m a, m a n y of t h e l ar g e bis o n h er ds h a d c o m pl et el y l eft t h e W o o d 

M o u nt ai n ar e a b y 1 8 7 4 a n d h a d r el o c at e d m u c h f urt h er s o ut h w est i n t h e ar e a n ort h of t h e Mil k 

Ri v er a n d s o ut h of t h e b o u n d ar y  ( H o g u e 2 0 1 5: 6 4; E ns 1 9 9 6: 1 1 4-1 2 0) . Wit h t h e W o o d M o u nt ai n 

p o p ul ati o n gr o wi n g t o u ns ust ai n a bl e l e v els, t h e M étis n e e d e d t o m a k e t h e m o v e t o t h e C y pr ess 

Hills. T h e hills pr o vi d e d a pr o xi mit y  t o t h e bis o n h er ds, pl e ntif ul w o o d e d v all e ys, fr es h w at er, 
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a n d m a n y alt er n ati v e g a m e r es o ur c es. W h e n t h e b o u n d ar y c o m missi o n arri v e d i n W o o d 

M o u nt ai n, D a ws o n n ot e d t h at:  

“ W o o d y Mt. h as pr o b a bl y s e e n its p al m y d a ys. B uff al o & i n di a ns alr e a d y t o o 

f ar w est. M ost of f a mili es s p e a k of wi nt eri n g n e xt at C y pr ess Hills. ” 

G e or g e M er c er D a ws o n  Di ari es, J u n e  2 2,  1 8 7 4 , G e or g e M er c er D a ws o n F o n ds, Gl e n b o w 

Ar c hi v e, C al g ar y  

 

As m e nti o n e d, M a c K a y h a d r e p ort e d t h at a l o c al gr o u p of T et o n Si o u x h a d  m a d e a t e n a bl e 

d ef e nsi v e a n d off e nsi v e alli a n c e wit h t h e M étis i n t his p art of t h e c o u nt y b y e arl y 1 8 7 3. It 

a p p e ars  t his alli a n c e c a m e i nt o f ull eff e ct i n l at e J u n e or e arl y J ul y 1 8 7 4. C orr o b or at e d b y s e v er al 

diff er e nt a c c o u nts, a s o -c all e d b attl e f or t h e C y pr ess Hills o c c urr e d d uri n g t his ti m e b et w e e n t h e 

T et o n Si o u x a n d M étis o n o n e si d e, a n d a gr o u p of Pi e g a n Bl a c kf o ot o n t h e ot h er. O c c urri n g i n 

t h e mi d dl e of t h e C y pr ess Hills, t his s kir mis h r es ult e d wit h t h e Bl a c kf e et d e p arti n g fr o m t h e hills 

a n d, a t l e ast i n t h e e y es of t h e vi ct ors, c e di n g c o ntr ol of t h e ar e a. 

T h e l ar g e M étis bri g a d e w h o h a d li k el y b e e n e n g a g e d i n t h e b attl e w as a gr o u p c o m pris e d 

of m a n y W o o d M o u nt ai n a n d f or m er W hit e Ri v er r esi d e nts w h o w er e c oll e cti v el y r ef err e d t o as 

t h e “ Bi g C a mp .” M u c h of t his is r e p ort e d i n t h e p ers o n al j o ur n al of G e or g e M er c er D a ws o n 

w h e n h e w as a c c o m p a n yi n g t h e C a n a di a n B o u n d ar y C o m missi o n i n 1 8 7 3 a n d 1 8 7 4. It w as 

d uri n g J u n e 1 8 7 4 t h at t h e y r e a c h e d W o o d M o u nt ai n a n d h e ar d of t h e s u m m er bri g a d e c o m pris e d 

of W o o d M o u nt ai n a n d W hit e Ri v er M étis. A c c or di n g t o D a ws o n t his gr o u p w as c all e d t h e “ Bi g 

C a m p ” w hi c h h a d s e v er al h u n dr e d p arti ci p a nts i n cl u di n g O bl at e F at h er L est a n c w h o h a d still 
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b e e n wi nt eri n g wit h t h e M étis at W o o d M o u nt ai n . It w as w h e n D a ws o n arri v e d at Wo o d 

M o u nt ai n, t h at h e first m e nti o n e d s o m e of t h es e d et ails : 

“ T ol d t h at all h alf br e e ds of t his r e gi o n n o w at " bi g c a m p " w hi c h sit u at e d 

n ort h w ar d of C y pr ess Hills. E n g a g e d i n h u nti n g b uff al o. T h e y cl u b t o g et h er 

f or pr ot e cti o n & as it w er e a tri b e of t h e ms el v es. As m a n y as 1 0 0 t o 2 0 0 

f a mili es c o n gr e g at e d t h er e n o w. ” 

G e or g e M er c er D a ws o n  Di ari es, J u n e  2 5,  1 8 7 4 , G e or g e M er c er D a ws o n F o n ds, Gl e n b o w 

Ar c hi v e, C al g ar y  

It w as i n t h e f oll o wi n g m o nt h t h at D a ws o n a n d t h e b o u n d ar y c o m missi o n cr e w w o ul d arri v e at 

t h e “ Bi g C a m p ” at a l a k e al o n g t h e b or d er b et w e e n t h e Mil k Ri v er a n d t h e W est F or k. H a vi n g 

st a y e d wit h t h e c a m p f or a c o u pl e of d a ys, h e d es cri b es t h e M étis c a m p i n d et ail n oti n g ar o u n d 

2 0 0 ti pis, 2 0 0 0 h ors es, a n d m a n y R e d Ri v er c arts. H e als o d es cri b es h o w a pri est w as a m o n g 

t h e m a n d t h at d uri n g t h e wi nt er t h e y all r esi d e i n c a bi ns at W o o d M o u nt ai n a n d W hit e Ri v er. H e 

als o n ot es t h at:  

“ T h e y h a v e j ust h el d a c o u n cil &  d e ci d e d t o g o N. t o t h e C y pr ess Hills, s c o uts 

h a vi n g r e p ort e d pl e nt y b uff al o i n t h at dir e cti o n. T h e y h a v e n ot c o m e fr o m t h e 

hills m or e t h a n a w e e k or t w o & w er e t h e n e n g a g e d i n a n i n di a n fi g ht. T h e y 

t o o k si d es wit h t h e [ T et o n] Si o u x a g ai nst t h e Bl a c kf e et & dr o v e t h e l att er of 

killi n g 8 or 9 of t h e m. It w o ul d a p p e ar h o w e v er t h at t h e Si o u x di d t h e h ar d est 

p art of t h e fi g hti n g. ”  
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G e or g e M er c er D a ws o n  Di ari es, J u n e  1 9,  1 8 7 4 , G e or g e M er c er D a ws o n F o n ds, Gl e n b o w 

Ar c hi v e, C al g ar y  

 

T h e pri est t h at D a ws o n m e nti o ns t o h a v e b e e n wit h t h e gr o u p w as n o n e ot h er t h a n O bl at e F at h er 

L e St a n c w h o h a d j oi n e d t h e bri g a d e f or t h e s u m m er h u nt i nt o t h e C y pr ess Hills. It w as d uri n g t h e 

s u m m er m o nt hs aft er g ai ni n g c o ntr ol o v er t h e hills t h at t h e “ Bi g C a m p ” b e g a n s etti n g u p t h eir 

n e w s ettl e m e nts i n t h e c e ntr e of t h e hills. I n L e St a n c’s p ers o n al m e m oirs h e r e c all e d:  

“ It w as at t h e b e gi n ni n g of A u g ust 1 8 7 4 t h at I r e c ei v e d m y o b e di e n c e f or St. 

Al b ert a n d I l eft t h e M o nt a g n e d e C y pr es w h er e t h e bi g M etis c a m p w as 

l o c at e d. ” 

“I l eft C y pr es M o u nt ai n ar o u n d A u g ust 1 9, 1 8 7 4. I w e nt t o Q u’ a p p ell e. A b o ut 

h alf w a y b et w e e n t h e C y pr es M o u nt ai n a n d Q u’ A p p ell e, I m et t h e first 

d et a c h m e nt of t h e M o u nt e d P oli c e w h o s ol d i n t h e c o u ntr y a n d w h o w e nt t o 

j o u n c e t h e t o w n of M a cl e o d. I w e nt t o gr e et t h e offi c ers at C ol. Fr e n c h a n d 

C ol. M a cl e o d. I di n e d wit h t h e m a n d g a v e t h e m s o m e i nf or m ati o n. ”   

L est a n c, J o es e p h -J e a n -M ari e o mi: S o u v e nirs d e 1 8 6 0 à 1 8 8 0, 1 9 1 0,  P R 1 9 7 1. 0 2 2 0/ 6 8 7 3, 

Missi o n ar y O bl at es of M ar y I m m a c ul at e ( O MI), L a c o m b e C a n a d a f o n ds, Pr o vi n ci al Ar c hi v e s of 

Al b ert a, E d m o nt o n  

 

L e St a n c w as c orr e ct i n his r e c oll e cti o n of e v e nts. It w as o n A u g ust 2 1, 1 8 7 4,  w h e n t h e N W M P, 

w h o h a d b e e n sl o wl y pr o gr essi n g w est o n t h eir ill pr e p ar e d “ M ar c h W est ”, e n c o u nt er e d L est a n c 
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n ort h w est of W o o d M o u nt ai n. L e St a n c m et wit h t h e N W M P a n d r el a y e d d et ails of t h e c o u ntr y 

t h at l a y w est of t h e m, b ut t h e n e ws of t h e b attl e h a d alr e a d y r e a c h e d t h eir r a n ks. It h a d o nl y b e e n 

ei g ht d a ys pri or w h e n t h e N W M P e n c o u nt er e d a gr o u p of T et o n Si o u x w h o d es cri b e d t h e e v e nts 

of t h e s kir mis h a n d, f r o m t h eir a c c o u nt, t h e y w er e att a c k e d b y t h e Bl a c kf e et w hil e i n t h e C y pr ess 

hills ( B a gl e y, Fr e dri c k A u g ust us, Di ar y ( c o p y) of Fr e dri c k A u g ust us B a gl e y, 1 8 7 4, M 4 4, Fr e d 

B a gl e y F o n ds, Gl e n b o w M us e u m Ar c hi v e, C al g ar y ).  

It is fr o m t his p ers p e cti v e t h at w e c a n s ur mis e t h at t h e M étis bri g a d e h a d h o n o ur e d t h eir 

alli a n c e wit h t h e T et o n Si o u x t o d ef e n d t h e m i n t his b attl e. Fr o m t his e v e nt, it s e e ms t h e M étis 

fi n all y s a w t h e o p p ort u nit y t o m a k e p er m a n e nt cl ai ms of r esi d e n c e withi n t h e C y pr ess Hills b y 

t h e e n d of t h e J ul y 1 8 7 4. S ettl e m e nt w as i n f ull s wi n g b y A u g ust, as m a n y tr a v el e d b a c k t o b e gi n 

tr a ns p orti n g t h eir w ar es w hil e m a n y ot h ers pr o b a bl y  st a y e d b e hi n d t o g u ar d t h eir n e w cl ai ms i n 

t h e hills. T his n e ws s pr e a d f ar a n d wi de t hr o u g h t h e M étis ki n n et w or ks, as N or b ert W els h of 

Pr airi e R o n d e a n d m a n y ot h er f a mili es m o v e d s o ut h a n d est a blis h e d t h e F o ur Mil e C o ul e e b ef or e 

t h e e n d of t h e y e ar ( W e e k es 1 9 4 5: 1 5 0-1 5 7) . O n his r et ur n tri p fr o m t h e R o c k y M o u nt ai ns i n 

e arl y S e pt e m b er,  D a ws o n a n d cr e w e n c o u nt er e d a bri g a d e of M étis, li k el y ki n of t h e “ B i g 

C a m p ”, wit h all t h eir p oss essi o ns tr a v eli n g w est w ar ds  fr o m W o o d M o u nt ai n (G e or g e M er c er 

D a ws o n  Di ari es, S e pt e m b er  1 0,  1 8 7 4 , G e or g e M er c er D a ws o n F o n ds, Gl e n b o w Ar c hi v e, 

C al g ar y ). 

T h e C y pr ess Hills w er e a d esir a bl e l o c ati o n b ut p os e d a diffi c ult c h all e n g e f or t h e 

r esi d e nts of W o o d M o u nt ai n a n d els e w h er e i n t h e e arl y 1 8 7 0s. Aft er s o m e e x pl or at or y wi nt er 

r esi d e n c y al o n gsi d e C o wi e d uri n g t h e wi nt er of 1 8 7 1 a n d 1 8 7 2, t h e y c o nti n u e d t o t est th e hills. 

W hil e t h e A m eri c a ns w his k e y tr a d ers c a us e d tr o u bl e a n d t hr e at e n e d st a bilit y, t h e M étis a n d t h eir 
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v ast n et w or ks of ki n g at h er e d  f or s af et y a n d m a d e a c o n c e ntr at e d eff ort t o ass ert t h eir cl ai m i n 

t h e hills. T h e s kir mis h t h at o c c urr e d i n t h e s u m m er of 1 8 7 4, g a v e t h e M étis a n d t h eir alli es f ull 

c o ntr ol t o s et d o w n n e w r o ots a n d o p p ort u niti es i n t h e f a c e of a r a pi dl y c h a n gi n g l a n ds c a p e.  

 

Fi g ur e 3 .1  M étis H u nt ers & Tr a d ers o n t h e Pl ai ns.  

M e m b ers of t h e “ Bi g C a m p ” s o ut h of t h e C y pr ess Hills i n 1 8 7 4.  

N ot e t h e fl or al p att er n o n s at c h el. P h ot o b y t h e Britis h N ort h A m eri c a n B o u n d ar y C o m missi o n 

( P A M –  P 8 1 6 7/ 6 3).  

 

3. 4  O c c u p ati o n P e ri o d I I  –  M étis  Hi v er n a nt s  at t h e F o ot of t h e M o u nt ai n  

3. 4. 1  M ass M étis S ettl e m e nt of t h e C y p r ess Hills  

T h e d y n a mi cs of t h e C y pr ess Hills h a d c h a n g e d r a pi dl y i n j ust o n e y e ar. B y t h e s u m m er of 1 8 7 4 

t h e M étis h a d ass ert e d t h e ms el v es a n d h a d b e g u n st a ki n g a cl ai m al o n g t h e f a mili ar c o ul e es t h at 

t h e y h a d alr e a d y h u nt e d i n a n d k n o w n w ell. T he v ari o us ki ns hi p n et w or ks a n d f a mili es of W o o d 

M o u nt ai n a n d W hit e Ri v er b e g a n m a ki n g l ar g e a n d s e mi -p er m a n e nt s ettl e m e nts i n t h e w o o d e d 
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v all e ys, r a vi n es, a n d c o ul e es of t h e C y pr ess Hills. T h e fl o w of hi v er n a nt s s ettl ers w er e n ot 

li mit e d t o j ust t h es e l o c ati o ns as t h e i n cr e as e of n e w r esi d e nts t o t h e hills di d n ot sl o w f or t h e r est 

of t h e y e ar. W or d s pr e a d a m o n g t h e e ntir e M étis ki ns c a p e of t h e n ort h w est. N or b ert W els h a n d a 

l ar g e gr o u p of his ki n m o v e d d o w n fr o m R o u n d Pr airi e i n l at e 1 8 7 4 a n d b uilt t h e ms elv es a 

c o m m u nit y i n t h e F o ur Mil e C o ul e e  ( W e e k es 1 9 4 5: 1 5 0-1 5 3) . T h e  M étis w er e tr a nsf or mi n g t h e 

hills i nt o a pl a c e t h at w o ul d b e t h eir o w n.  

N e w  h i v er n a nt s ettl e m e nts w er e st art e d i n t h e m a n y pl a c es of pr e vi o us e n c a m p m e nts . 

T h e M étis  p o p ul ati o n i n cr e as e d  i n all c or n ers of t h e C y pr ess Hills b y 1 8 7 4 a n d t h e y all b e g a n 

r e a pi n g t h e b o u ntif ul h ar v est of wi nt er r o b es i m m e di at el y. E arl y i n t h e s pri n g of 1 8 7 5, i n F ort 

B e nt o n it w as r e p ort e d t h at a “l ar g e gr o u p of h alf -br e e ds br o u g ht t h eir f ur s ” ( T h e B e nt o n R e c or d. 

B e nt o n, M. T. , 1 9 J u n e 1 8 7 5 , p a g e 3. C hr o ni cli n g A m eri c a: Hist ori c A m eri c a n N e ws p a p ers. 

Li b r ar y of C o n gr ess ). T h e hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts of t h e C y pr ess Hills attr a ct e d t h e att e nti o n of t h e 

N W M P w h o h a d b e e n t e m p or aril y s et u p i n t h e b uil di n gs of t h e ol d F ort W h o o p-U p. Arri vi n g s o 

l at e i n t h e y e ar i n 1 8 7 4, t h e y w er e pl a n ni n g o n b uil di n g t h eir f ort n e ar t h e l o c ati o n of t h e 

m ass a cr e t h at h a d o c c urr e d n e arl y t w o y e ars pri or. N o d o u bt t h e a b u n d a n c e of M étis li vi n g i n t h e 

hills w as als o a n at tr a cti v e b e n efit f or m o vi n g i nt o t h e ar e a as t h e y c o ul d b e  a s o ur c e of tr a d e, 

tr a ns p ort ati o n, s c o uts, a n d tr a nsl at ors. In M a y 1 8 7 5 t h e H el e n a N e ws p a p er r e p ort e d t h at: 

“ A b o ut t h e first of J u n e a tr o o p of fift y m e n, of t h e N ort h w est er n M o u nt e d 

P oli c e, u n d er t h e c o m m a n d of M aj or W als h, will m o v e fr o m F ort M a cl e o d t o 

C y pr ess Hills, w h er e t h er e is a s ettl e m e nt of h alf -br e e ds n u m b eri n g a b o ut 8 0 

h o us es. A p er m a n e nt p ost will b e est a blis h e d a n d b uilt, a n d will pr o b a bl y b e 

n a m e d aft er t h e c o m m a n di n g offi c er. T h e C y p r ess Hills is w h at is c o nsi d er e d 
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n e utr al gr o u n d b y t h e I n di a ns, a n d it is a f a v orit e h u nti n g, fi g hti n g a n d tr a di n g 

gr o u n d. ”   

T h e H el e n a i n d e p e n d e nt. ( H el e n a, M o nt.), 6 M a y 1 8 7 5, p a g e 4  

 

N ot o nl y f or b ei n g t h e sit e of t h e m ass a cr e a n d h a vi n g a n a b u n d a n c e of  M étis l a b o ur a v ail a bl e t o 

t h e m b ut t h e p h ysi c al e n vir o n m e nt als o  pr o vi d e d a hi g hl y d esir a bl e pl a c e f or s ettl e m e nt. W als h 

n ot e d i n his r e p ort t o Ott a w a t h at:  

“ H alf -Br e e ds fr o m M a nit o b a t h at h a v e b e e n a b o ut t h e [ C y pr ess] M o u nt ai n f or 

y e ars, s a y t h at t h e s oi l a n d cli m at e ar e li k e t h e R e d Ri v er C o u ntr y ”  

Asst. C o m m. J. F. M a c L e o d r e p orts b uil di n g of p ost at C y pr ess Hills b y I ns p e ct or J. M. W als h, 

A u g ust 2 8, 1 8 7 5, R G 1 8 -A -1, V ol u m e n u m b er: 7, Fil e n u m b er: 3 4 5 -7 5 , R o y al C a n a di a n M o u nt e d 

P oli c e f o n ds , Li br ar y a n d Arc hi v es C a n a d a, Ott a w a  

 

T h e b uil di n g of F ort W als h c o m m e n c e d i n J u n e 1 8 7 5 a n d r eli e d h e a vil y o n M étis l a b o ur. T h e 

M étis c o ntri b uti o n t o t h e cr e ati o n, gr o wt h, a n d s u c c ess of F ort W als h c a n n ot b e u n d erst at e d. T h e 

s u c c ess fr o m t his v e nt ur e w as pi v ot al i nt o att r a cti n g m or e t o t h e ar e a. B y t h e e n d of t h e y e ar 

e v e n m or e p e o pl e fr o m ar o u n d t h e pr airi es f o u n d t h e ms el v es s etti n g i n t h e hills. 

“ O v er fift y h o us es h a v e r e c e ntl y b e e n b uilt  i n t h e i m m e di at e vi ci nit y of F ort 

W als h, a n d a b o ut si x mil es e ast a b o ut fift y m or e b uil di n gs h a v e b e e n p ut u p, 

all of w hi c h ar e o c c u pi e d b y S c ot c h a n d Fr e n c h h alf -br e e ds. ”  

T h e B e nt o n R e c or d. B e nt o n, M. T. , 2 0 N o v e m b er 1 8 7 5, p a g e 2   
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Fr o m t h e  ti m e it w as built , t h e F ort W als h t o w nsit e a n d t h e N W M P r eli e d o n b ot h m e n a n d 

w o m e n fr o m t h e M étis s ettl e m e nts a m o n g t h e hills. L a b o ur ers, tr a d ers, fr ei g ht ers, tr a nsl at ors, 

s c o uts, l u m b erj a c ks, s e a mstr ess es, wi v es, a n d c o m p a ni o ns, t h e st or y of F ort W als h is a st or y of  

t h e C y pr ess Hills M étis. M a c L e o d w o ul d l at er n ot e t h at t h e i n t h e l at e 1 8 7 0s t h at all of s o ci et y 

w as “ d e p e n d e nt o n t h e h alf -br e e ds ” (L ett er fr o m F ort W als h , 2 8 N o v e m b er  1 8 7 9, C A A C U G B A 

F 1 2 1 2, J a m es F. M a cl e o d f a mil y f o n ds,  Gl e n b o w Ar c hi v es, C al g ar y)  

 

3. 4. 2  T h e  C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e as t h e F o ot of t h e M o u nt ai n S ettl e m e nt  

All  C y pr ess hills s ettl e m e nts c o nti n u e d t o pr os p er i n t h e c o u pl e of y e ars aft er 1 8 7 5. M a n y s m all 

i n d e p e n d e nt tr a d ers f o u n d t h eir pl a c e a m o n g t h e s ettl e m e nts. O n e tr a d er t h at r et ur n e d t o t h e ol d 

C h i m n e y C o ul e e wi nt eri n g s ettl e m e nt  w as H e nr y J or d a n, a fri e n d of Is a a c C o wi e, w h o t h e n 

tr a d e d o n b e h alf of I. G. B a k er & C o. ( C o wi e 1 9 1 3: 2 5 6). It w as d uri n g t his ti m e t h at m a n y 

I n di g e n o us p e o pl es  f o u n d t h e ms el v es i n t h e hills as w ell  t o t a k e p art i n t h e pr os p erit y . T h e 

a b u n d a n c e of bis o n i n t h e ar e a a n d t h e mil d wi nt er s of 1 8 7 5/ 1 8 7 6  a n d 1 8 7 6/ 1 8 7 7  o nl y assist e d i n 

m ai nt ai ni n g a p e a c e f ul a n d pr os p er o us e xist e n c e i n t h e hills a m o n g all t h e di v ers e p e o pl es  

( B e nt o n W e e kl y R e c or d; S at ur d a y, F e br u ar y 2 6 , 1 8 7 6, p g. 2). F or t h e M étis , t h e hi v er n a nt  

s ettl e m e nts h a d e v er yt hi n g t h e y n e e d e d e x c e pt f or  t h e s er vi c es fr o m t h e c h ur c h. 

Si n c e O bl at e F at h er L e St a n c w as r e c all e d t o E d m o nt o n mi d -1 8 7 4, t h e m aj orit y of M étis 

w h o h a d m o v e d i nt o t h e C y pr ess hil ls w er e wit h o ut a n y s pirit u al g ui d a n c e. T o  st e m t h e n o m a di c 

lif est yl e of t h e hi v er n a nt s, F at h er T a c h é , w h o w as t h e l e a d er of t h e O bl at e or d er, iss u e d a b a n o n 

a n y m or e O bl at e F at h ers fr o m li vi n g or visiti n g a n y n e wl y f or m e d s ettl e m e nt s ( H u el 2 0 0 3: 1 5 2-
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1 5 3) . Pri or t o t his, t h er e h a d b e e n a str o n g dri v e b y t h e o bl at e or d er t o tr y a n d c o n vi n c e t h e M étis 

t o r ej e ct t h eir n o m a di c w a ys a n d a d o pt a s ettl e d a n d a gri c ult ur al lif est yl e. T his w as j ust a n ot h er 

att e m pt at d oi n g j ust t h at. Ulti m at el y, F at h er D e c or b y w as s el e ct e d as t h e r e pl a c e m e nt f or F at h er 

L est a n c t o s er vi c e t h e alr e a d y est a blis h e d s ettl e m e nts w est of L e br et , pr o vi d e d h e di d n ot visit 

a n y of t h e n e w s ettl e m e nts. H o w e v er, t his b a n w o ul d n ot l ast as t h e sit u ati o n h a d r a pi dl y b e c o m e 

u nt e n a bl e as t h e C y pr es s hills w er e t o o p o p ul at e d wit h n e w M étis r esi d e nts a n d t h eir f a mili es 

w h o n e e d e d  D e C or b y ’s s er vi c es. I n e arl y 1 8 7 6, aft er h a vi n g visit e d t h e s ettl e m e nts of W hit e 

Ri v er a n d al o n g t h e Mil k Ri v er, D e C or b y wr ot e t o T a c h é i n h o p es h e w o ul d r e v ers e t his 

d e cisi o n. Li k el y e m b ellis hi n g t h e dir e n at ur e of t h e sit u ati o n, h e wr ot e : 

“ T h e y di d n ot c el e br at e E ast er b e c a us e t h e y di d n ot w a nt t o d o it a n d b y m y 

P art I di d n ot pr ess ur e t h e m B e c a us e t h e y al w a ys g et m e i n tr o u bl e w h e n t h e y 

c o m e. Ot h ers, I w o ul d li k e t o  s a y, still h a v e a r eli gi o us b a c k gr o u n d a n d k n o w 

t h at t h e y h a v e t o e n d ur e o n e w e e k w h e n t h e y d es er v e d it a n d w er e s atisfi e d, 

a n d d o n ot d esir e m or e t h a n a pri est n e xt wi nt er. T h e y f a ct is t h e y n e e d it. Y o u 

t h e M étis, m y L or d, a n d y o u k n o w w h at t h e y ar e c a pa bl e of w h e n r e u nit e d i n 

l ar g e n u m b ers i n ti es of pl e nt y, o utsi d e all c o ntr ol, a n d wit h o ut t h e pr a cti c e of 

r eli gi o n. T h e c hil dr e n t h at d es c e n d e d i nt o i g n or a n c e a n d b ar b aris m i n w h os e 

f at h ers t h e first missi o n ari es h a d hi g h h o p es. I h a v e, u n d er m y e y es, a st at us of 

t h e est a blis h e d p o p ul ati o n of t hr e e or f o ur t h o us a n d wit hi n 3 or 4 mil es of t h e 

F ort of t h e M o u nt e d P oli c e. Si n c e t h e p a p er t h at w as h a n d e d t o m e b y Mr. 

F arl a n d, d o ct or of t h e C a n a di a n g o v er n m e nt, a n d w hi c h is o nl y a c o p y of t h e 

g o v er n m e nt s ur v e y.  T h er e w o ul d h a v e b e e n, t his wi nt er, 1 3 3 M étis f a mili es a n d 
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1 2 1 f a mili es of s a v a g es ar o u n d t h e f ort; n e xt wi nt er t h er e will pr o b a bl y b e as 

m a n y, if n ot m or e. T h er e ar e still m a n y s m all wi nt eri n g sit es of si x, s e v e n, 

ei g ht, f a mili es s pr e a d t hr o u g h t h e m o u nt ai n w hi c h I d o n ot t hi n k ar e i n cl u d e d 

i n t h e c urr e nt c e ns us. 

I b eli e v e C y pr ess M o u nt ai n will b e t h e r all yi n g pl a c e of all wi nt eri n g sit es i n 

t h e ar e a. It is i n t h e mi d dl e of t h e pr airi e. T h e A m eri c a ns h a v e est a blis h e d 

m ulti pl e st or es w ell st o c k e d wit h e v er yt hi n g t h e y n e e d t o attr a ct h u nt ers a n d 

h a v e a c c ess t o t h eir n e e ds a n d t h eir a m e niti es, t h e g o v er n m e nt h as a b arr a c ks 

i n cit e d t o m a k e a c e ntr al pl a c e i n o ur pr airi es f or s o m e ti m e. I h a v e s ai d f or 

s o m e ti m e b e c a us e it will s ur el y n ot b e f or a l o n g ti m e. T o  s e e t h e di n n er pl at e 

al w a ys s hri n ki n g, t o s e e t h e M étis al w a ys n u m er o us a n d t h e s a v a g es of all 

s orts a n d of all l a n g u a g es t h at si n c e t h e c o n cl usi o n of t h e p e a c e a p p e ar 

t e n a ci o us f or e v er y s cr a p, w e c a n n ot d o u bt t h e c o mi n g of t h e dis a p p e ar a n c e of 

t h e b uff al o i n t his ar e a. W h at will b e f or t h e M étis a n d t h e s a v a g es, t h e 

c h ar a ct er of t his dis a p p e ar a n c e I d o n ot k n o w –  or t o s a y t h at t h e tr u e visi o n is 

n ot ni c e t o s e e, s o I cl os e m y e y es t o s a v e t h e m fr o m m y si g ht.  

M e a n w hil e, s h o ul d t h e y, is t h er e n o w a y t o st o p t h e wi nt eri n g a n d a b a n d o n 

s u c h a l ar g e p o p ul ati o n wit h o ut t h e s e c urit y of r eli gi o n. Y o ur a ns w er will b e 

t h e j u d g e … I pr o mis e d t h e m I s h o ul d s p e a k t o y o ur gr a n d e ur a b o ut it i n or d er 

t o as k f or a r es p o ns e a n d tr a ns mit t o t h e m. If t h e f or m er w as f a v o ur a bl e, t h e y 

w o ul d assi g n t h e m a pl a c e w h er e t h e y c o ul d g at h er t o g et h er a n d t o er e ct a 

pr o visi o n al c h a p el a n d w e w o ul d t a k e t h e m e a ns t o off er t h e m a s c h o ol t o 



 
 

6 4  

a v oi d t h e i n c o n v e ni e n c e, f or us a n d t h e m, of s e n di n g t h ei r c hil dr e n t o t h e 

s c h o ol of a f e w pr ot est a nt mi nist ers li k e t h e m a y or of t h e g o v er n m e nt w a nts t o 

d o. ”  

 C orr es p o n d e n c e fr o m J ul es D e C or b y t o Al e x a n dr e T a c h é, 2 0 M a y  1 8 7 6 , T 1 7 4 8 1 -T 1 7 4 9 2 ,  

C or p or ati o n ar c hi é pis c o p al e c at h oli q u e r o m ai n e d e S ai nt -B o nif a c e, C e nt r e d u P atri m oi n e, 

Wi n ni p e g, M a nit o b a, C a n a d a  

 

D e C or b y w as li k el y e x a g g er ati n g s o m e cl ai ms i n his l ett er t o T a c h é s p e cifi c all y t o hi g hli g ht t h e 

dir e n ess of t h e sit u ati o n a n d cl ai mi n g t h at  t h e M étis w er e t o f all t o Pr ot est a ntis m or s a v a g er y. 

R e g ar dl ess, his r e p ort w as eff e cti v e i n p ers u a di n g T a c h é t o r e v ers e his b a n a n d all o w f or 

D e C or b y t o pr e p ar e  his visi ts t o t h e s ettl e m e nts a m o n g t h e hills. It w as t h e f oll o wi n g a ut u m n t h at 

D e C or b y d e p art e d fr o m F ort Q u’ A p p ell e t o a n  hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nt t h at, b as e d o n t h e  

g e o gr a p hi c al d es cri pti o n, a p p e ars t o h a v e b e e n t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e. I n mi d -1 8 7 7, h e 

d es cri b e d his wi nt er a m o n g t h e M étis:  

“ T h er e w er e m a n y h u nti n g gr o u ps i n t h e hills. I n t h e gr o u ps t h er e w er e 5 t o 5 0 

f a mili es. W e c all t h e wi nt eri n g pl a c e a pl a c e w h er e h u nt ers h u nt f or t h e wi nt er. 

T h e gr o u ps fi n d s h elt er e d pl a c es, wit hi n a w e e k t h e y b uil d h o us es w hi c h t h e y 

will a b a n d o n i n t h e s pri n g. T h e first gr o u p vill a g e I c a m e u p o n w as m a d e u p of 

5 0 f a mili es. T h e y off er e d t o b uil d m e a littl e h o us e a n d a s m all c h u r c h 4 0 f e et 

l o n g. Fr o m t his littl e c h ur c h I visit e d ot h er gr o u ps of wi nt er r esi d e nts, s a yi n g 

M ass, t e a c hi n g s c h o ol, c at e c his m, si n gi n g a n d pr a yi n g wit h m y p e o pl e.  



 
 

6 5  

E v er y e v e ni n g I w o ul d g o t o t a k e m y m e als wit h a g o o d h u nt er w h o I c all m y 

c o usi n. I w as w ell  f e d all t hr o u g h wi nt er b y t h e c a us e of t h e g o o d h u nt ers. I 

p ass e d a b e a utif ul wi nt er a m o n gst t h es e g o o d h u nt ers. M ost of t h e gr o u ps w er e 

b ut 3 d a ys a w a y. O n c e, f or criti c al r e as o ns I m a d e it i n l ess t h a n 1 d a y a n d 2 

ni g hts. It is tr u e t h at it w as ur g e nt t h at w e h a d m a n y h ors es a n d t h at t h e y m a d e 

g o o d ti m e. B ut w e h a d g o o d h ors es t o g et t h er e. T h at is h o w I s p e nt m y wi nt er 

wit h o ut n oti ci n g it. ” J u n e 3 r d, 1 8 7 7  

( Bl ais e 2 0 0 0: 8 2-8 3)  

 

T h er e ar e s e v er al t hi n gs a b o ut his d es cri pti o n t h at ar e w ort h n oti n g. His t r a v el d es cri pti o n a cr oss 

t h e hills t o t h e ot h er s ettl e m e nts is g e n er all y c o nsist e nt wit h l at er a c c o u nts of tr a v el b et w e e n F ort 

W als h a n d t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e. Als o, t his a p p e ars t o b e t h e first pl a c e al o n g t h e C y pr ess 

Hills h e tr a v els t o fr o m t h e e ast w hi c h w o ul d b e c o nsist e nt wit h its g e n er al l o c ati o n. L astl y, i n a 

l ett er writt e n l at er i n t h e y e ar, h e d es cri b es h o w h e d e p art e d fr o m t his sit e a n d m o v es t o t h e F o ur 

Mil e C o ul e e s ettl e m e nt w h er e t h e y b uilt hi m a diff er e nt c h a p el. T h e n a mi n g c o n v e nti o n f or t his 

l o c ati o n is als o w ort h dis c ussi n g as h e r ef ers t o it as “ a pl a c e w h er e h u nt ers h u nt i n t h e wi nt er ”. 

T his is i nt er esti n g as it e c h o es t h e g e n er al f u n cti o n fr o m t h e p ers p e cti v e of e arli er W o o d 

M o u nt ai n d es cri pti o ns w h er e t h e h u nt ers w o ul d tr a v el w est t o t h e e d g e of t h e  hills t o h u nt. T h e 

wi nt er w h e n Is a a c C o wi e a n d his gr o u p w er e at t h e sit e w as a n ot h er s n a ps h ot of h o w s o m e 

W o o d M o u nt ai n h u nt ers a n d tr a d ers w o ul d fr e q u e nt t his ar e a. H o w e v er, t his n a mi n g c o n v e nti o n 

w o ul d cl e arl y c h a n g e ar o u n d t h e s a m e ti m e  it gr e w i nt o a n est a blis h e d hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nt. T h e 

n a m e “ F o ot of t h e M o u nt ai n ” ( a n d l ess c o m m o nl y “ T ail of t h e M o u nt ai n ”) b e c a m e wi d el y us e d 
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i n t h e hist ori c al r e c or ds of t h e ti m e. T h e first s u c h m e nti o n w as i n t h e F ort B e nt o n n e ws p a p er b y 

t h eir C y pr ess Hills c orr es p o n d e nt : 

“ T h e h alf -br e e ds ar e n ot c a m p e d i n gr e at n u m b ers i n t his vi ci nit y t his wi nt er. 

T h eir c a m pi n g pl a c es b ei n g at t h e h e a d of t h e m o u nt ai n w h er e q uit e a 

s ettl e m e nt is alr e a d y est a blis h e d. At t h e f o ot of t h e m o u nt ai n a n ot h er wi nt er 

s ettl e m e nt is st art e d. ”  

 B e nt o n W e e kl y R e c or d , N o v e m b er 1 0 , 1 8 7 6, p g. 3 

It is u n c ert ai n fr o m t h e a b o v e d es cri pti o n if t h es e ar e as w er e alr e a d y w ell est a blis h e d or n ot. It 

c o ul d b e t h at t h e F o ur Mil e C o ul e e a n d t h os e alr e a d y i n t h e ar e a of F ort W als h c o m pris e d of 

m ost  M étis f a mili es w hi c h l eft ot h er ar e as o p e n f or hi v er n a nt  f a mili es. It c o ul d b e t h at pl a c es 

li k e t h e “ H e a d ” a n d “ F o ot ” of t h e m o u nt ai n alr e a d y h a d est a blis h e d s ettl e m e nts a n d, fr o m a F ort 

B e nt o n p ers p e cti v e, t h e k n o wl e d g e of s u c h pl a c es w as  o ut d at e d,  or t h e y w er e t o o s m all t o b e 

w ort h m e nti o ni n g pr e vi o usl y. T h e m ai n  p oi nt t o t a k e a w a y is t h e g e n er al c o nsist e nt n a mi n g 

c o n v e nti o n. Als o, h a vi n g t h es e hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nts s tr et c h e d o ut a m o n g t h e w o o d e d c o ul e es 

w as b y d esi g n as t h e li mit e d w o o d a n d g a m e r es o ur c es w er e v al u a bl e f or all M étis. Li k e t h e v ast 

arr a y of M étis ki n s hi p  gr o u ps , t h es e s ettl e m e nts w er e c o n n e ct e d b ut als o w a y p oi nts b et w e e n 

l o n g er n et w or ks t h at t h e y c o ul d r el y o n. W hil e B e nt o n a n d ot h er pl a c es w est a n d s o ut h of t h e 

C y pr ess hills r e c ei v e d a n i n cr e as e i n r o b es a n d  tr a d e, t h e M étis c o n n e cti o ns t o R e d Ri ver 

r e m ai n e d i nt a ct. As n ot e d b y t h e B e nt o n n e ws p a p er:  

“ T h e h alf -br e e ds at t h e “ H e a d ” ar e pr e p ari n g t o m a k e a m o v e f or t h e f ort a n d 

t h e “ T ail ”, pr e p ar at or y t o st arti n g f or t h e R e d Ri v er s ettl e m e nt. ” 
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 B e nt o n W e e kl y R e c or d , A pril 1 3 , 1 8 7 7, p g. 3 

 

T his n a m e s e e ms t o p ersist i n v ari o us d o c u m e nts u ntil aft er t h e N W M P est a blis h e d t h eir o ut p ost 

i n 1 8 7 7. T h e y ori gi n all y r ef er t o as “ F o ot of t h e M o u nt ai n ” a n d t h e n l at er as t h e “ E ast E n d p ost ” 

w h e n m or e p er m a n e nt N W M P b uil di n gs ar e est a blis h e d aft er 1 8 7 7. F or a ti m e, it s e e ms as 

t h o u g h t h e n a m e b e c o m es i nt er c h a n g e a bl e i n d o c u m e nts u ntil t h e n a m e “ E ast E n d p ost ” b e c o m es 

pr ef er a bl y us e d aft er 1 8 7 9. O n e s u c h e x a m pl e t h at hi g hli g hts t his i nt er c h a n g e a bilit y is a st or y 

fr o m t h e di ar y of Willi a m P ar k er i n M a y 1 8 7 8 a n d t h e n o v elisti c v ersi o n of t h e s a m e e v e nts b y 

D e m ps e y (P ar k er, Willi a m, p h ot o c o p y of t y p es cri pt of di ar y, 1 8 7 8, M -9 8 3 6 -1 2 4, Willi a m P ar k er  

f o n ds, Gl e n b o w Ar c hi v es, C al g ar y; D e m ps e y 1 9 7 3) . T h e n a m e “ E ast E n d ” e v e nt u all y b e c a m e 

t h e n a m es a k e f or t h e t o w n of E ast e n d, S as k at c h e w a n .  

 

3. 4. 3  M étis O c c u p a nts of t h e S it e 

T h e “ F o ot of t h e M o u nt ai n ” h a d li k el y alr e a d y r e a c h e d its p e a k ar o u n d t h e s a m e ti m e t h e N W M P 

est a blis h e d a n o ut p ost i n l at e 1 8 7 7. W h e n s e nt t o s ur v e y t h e ar e a, Cl ar k e r e p ort e d i n his j o ur n al 

i n A pril 1 8 77 t h at t h e M étis w er e l e a vi n g f or t h e s u m m er n oti n g “ o v er 4 0 0 p e o pl e i n t ot al wit h 

c arts a n d d o g es. Will r et ur n i n t h e f all. ” ( Cl ar k e, S.J. Cl ar k e’s H a n d writt e n Di ari es 1 8 7 6 -1 8 8 6., 

1 8 8 6 , M 2 2 9, Si m o n J. Cl ar k e f o n ds, Gl e n b o w Ar c hi v es, C al g ar y ). All t h e r esid e nts di d r et ur n i n 

t h e f all al o n gsi d e D e C or b y, w h o h a d p ass e d t h e pr e vi o us wi nt er at t h e “ F o ot of t h e M o u nt ai n ”. 

H e r et ur n e d t o his c h a p el -h o us e at t h e s ettl e m e nt b ut aft er a m o nt h w as br o u g ht t o li v e at t h e 

F o ur Mil e C o ul e e  ( W e e k es 1 9 4 5: 1 6 7-1 6 8) . P er h a ps, t h e m ost i m p ort a nt d es cri pti o n of t h e “ F o ot 
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of t h e M o u nt ai n ” a n d ot h er M étis s ettl e m e nts i n t h e C y pr ess Hills c a m e fr o m o n e l ett er writt e n 

b y D e C or b y i n 1 8 7 7 : 

Y o ur gr a c e, a f e w n e ws fr o m C y pr ess Hills mi g ht pl e as e y o u. I will g et t o w or k 

t o gi v e y o u s o m e. It is l at e n e v ert h el ess, n e ari n g mi d ni g ht. B ut I m ust writ e 

t o ni g ht. If I d o n ot w a nt t o d el a y m y l ett er b y 1 5 d a ys or m a y b e a m o nt h. H er e 

y o ur Gr a c e, I at l e ast h a v e t h e c o ns ol ati o n of n e v er b ei n g al o n e. L o af ers, 

dr u n ks, s c h o ol c hil dr e n or c at e c his m  c hil dr e n, m y h o us e is n e v er e m pt y. Aft er 

h a vi n g dis miss e d a g a n g of y o ut h w h o m e et h er e e v er y ni g ht t o l e ar n t o r e a d 

a n d si n g i n Cr e e, I a m n o w al o n e. I h a d 1 0 0 tr o u bl es g etti n g ri d of 2 or 3 

i ntr u d ers w h o w er e s ai d, t o b e gl u e d, t o t h e s e ats of t h e h o us e. I m e nti o n t h es e 

s m all d et ails o nl y t o s oli cit i n a d v a n c e y o ur i n d ul g e n c e if m y l ett er pr ess es it.  

Alt h o u g h m a n y of o ur M étis h a v e g o n e t o s ettl e o n t h e ot h er si d e of t h e 

i nt er n ati o n al li n es, t errifi e d b y t h e n e w l a w r e g ul ati n g t h e b uff al o h u nt, 

C y pr ess H ills is n ot e ntir el y a b a n d o n e d. O n t h e c o ntr ar y, it h as n e v er h a d s u c h 

a l ar g e p o p ul ati o n. At t h e f o ot of t h e hill, t h at is s o ut h -e ast, is f o u n d a 

s ettl e m e nt n u m b eri n g a p pr o xi m at el y 7 5 f a mili es, t h er e is a c h a p el a n d a 

s c h o ol h o us e f u n cti o ni n g w ell e n o u g h u n d er t h e dir e cti o n of a Miss M ari o n, 

M ari e -R os e. Aft er t h e l e n gt h of o n e m o nt h i n t h at pl a c e, t h e littl e Pri est w e nt t o 

w h at I w o ul d c all t h e c e nt er of t h e s ettl e m e nts. Si n c e it is f o u n d b et w e e n t h e 

s ettl e m e nts of t h e h e a d a n d t ail of t h e Hills at 4 or 5 m il es fr o m F ort W als h. I 

h a v e n ot t a k e n t h e c e ns us y et, b ut I w as t ol d t h er e w er e 6 3 h o m es. M y p e o pl e 
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h a d st art e d a n d n e arl y a b a n d o n e d t h e h o us e -c h a p el of 5 8 f e et l o n g b y 2 2 f e et 

wi d e ….  

A d oz e n s ol di ers fr o m F ort W als h c o m e t o M ass o n S u n d a y. T h e M étis fill e d 

t h e c h ur c h t o t h e bri m t o d a y a n d n e arl y e v er y ot h er d a y of t h e w e e k, m or ni n g 

a n d ni g ht.  At t h e h e a d of t h e Hills, t h at is o n t h e w est, is y et a n ot h er s ettl e m e nt 

of f ort y f a mili es, I will n ot b e a bl e t o visit t h e m till aft er t h e N e w Y e ar. If t o 

t h os e t hr e e m ai n gr o u ps y o u a d d a n ot h er 2 0 is ol at e d f a mili es, l ost h er e a n d 

t h er e, y o u will h a v e a n i d e a, Y o ur Gr a c e, of t h e n u m b er of y o ur c hil dr e n li vi n g 

h er e …  ( D e c e m b er 1 2, 1 8 7 7) 

( Bl ais e 2 0 0 0: 9 6) 

 

T his l ett er is of vit al i m p ort a n c e i n u n d erst a n di n g a n d c o n n e cti n g t h e m a n y hist ori es a n d 

n arr ati v es of t h e C y pr ess Hills M étis. Firstl y, it c orr o b or at es his pr e vi o us l ett er as h e r et ur ns t o 

t h e pl a c e w h er e t h e y b uilt hi m t h e first c h a p el ( 4 0 f e et i n l e n gt h). It als o c orr o b or at es N or b ert 

W els h’s n arr ati v e w h er e h e  d es cri b es tr a v eli n g fr o m t h e F o ur Mil e C o ul e e s ettl e m e nt t o t h e e ast 

e n d of t h e C y pr ess Hills i n t h e wi nt er t o r etri e v e a pri est w h o w as r esi di n g t h er e. H e als o 

d es cri b es t h at t h e y t h e n b uil t a l ar g e h o us e -c h a p el f or t h e pri est t h at w as 6 0 f e et b y 3 0 f e et  i n 

di m e nsi o ns  ( W e e k es 1 9 4 5: 1 6 7-1 7 2).  D e C or b y d o c u m e nts t h e s a m e j o ur n e y a n d a si mil ar si z e d 

h o us e -c h a p el t h at w as b uilt f or hi m i n t h e F o ur Mil e C o ul e e s ettl e m e nt at 5 8 f e et b y 2 2 f e et. 

I m p ort a ntl y, t his is dissi mil ar t o t h e 4 0 f o ot c h a p el h e d es cri b e d t h at w as b uilt f or hi m t h e 

pr e vi o us wi nt er at t h e F o ot of t h e M o u nt ai n  w hi c h h e r ef ers t o as b ei n g o c c u pi e d a n d l e d b y a 

M étis girl, M ari e R os e M ari o n. S h e is of p arti c ul ar i m p ort a n c e i n t his l ett er b e c a us e it hi g hli g hts 
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t his i m p ort a nt r ol e t h at s h e pl a y e d i n t h e c o m m u nit y. It w as n o d o u bt  a l ar g e h o n o ur t o t a k e o v er 

t h e r eli gi o us a n d e d u c ati o n al s er vi c es at t h e s ettl e m e nt a n d s h o ws a n i m p ort a nt c ult ur al r ol e 

y o u n g w o m e n h a d i n hi v er n a nt  s o ci et y. Fi n all y, w e k n o w t h at s h e w as t h e d a u g ht er of E d o u ar d  

M ari o n  a n d Eli z a M c D o u g all , t h at s h e w as 1 9  y e ars ol d at t h e ti m e of t h e l ett er ( M ori n 1 9 9 6: 1 9), 

a n d s h e w as p art of t h e gr e at er M ari o n -O ul ett e bri g a d e w h o, A nt oi n e O u ell ett e a n d his ki n, w er e 

at t h e s a m e sit e w h e n Is a a c C o wi e a n d c o m p a n y w er e t h er e i n t h e wi nt er of 1 8 7 1 -1 8 7 2 ( C o wi e 

1 9 1 3: 4 3 3 -4 3 4) . It w as m or e t h a n li k el y t h at t his ar e a w as a n i m p ort a nt h u nti n g a n d wi nt eri n g sit e 

f or t h e m f or m a n y y e ars. I nt er esti n gl y, t h e wi nt er of 1 8 7 7-1 8 7 8 w as li k el y t h e l ast o n e at t h e 

F o ot of t h e M o u nt ai n as m ost of t h e br i g a d e m o v e d  n e ar t h e F ort B el k n a p s ettl e m e nt i n l at e 1 8 7 8 

w h er e t h e y r e m ai n f or a f e w y e ars tr a di n g wit h t h e M ari o n f a mil y a n d e v e n h osti n g L o uis Ri el  

( F ost er 2 0 0 6: 9 3-9 9) . It w as d uri n g t his ti m e t h at M ari e R os e r ej e ct e d Ri el’s aff e cti o n a n d  

e v e nt u all y m arri e d  a tr a d er n a m e d S al o m o n V e n n e w h er e t h ey  t h e n m o v e d t o N ort h D a k ot a a n d 

t h e n Est e v a n, S as k at c h e w a n i n t h e e arl y 2 0t h-c e nt ur y  ( M ori n 1 9 9 6: 1 9-2 2; C a m p b ell a n d 

Fl a n a g a n 2 0 1 9: 2 -1 2) .  

I n s h ort, t h e M ari o n a n d O u el ett e f a mil i es w o ul d f oll o w t h e tr e n d of m a n y of t h eir 

A m eri c a n ali g n e d ki n a n d p er m a n e ntl y m o v e a w a y fr o m t h e C y pr ess Hills i n mi d -1 8 7 8. T h e r e al 

s c ar cit y of t h e d wi n dli n g bis o n h er ds w as f elt b y m a n y f or y e ars b ut b y 1 8 7 8 t h e h er ds w er e 

m ai nl y f o u n d s o ut h of t h e b or d er al o n g t h e Mil k Ri v er i n M o nt a n a T errit or y. Virt u all y all  t h e 

m e n a m o n g t h e M étis s ettl e m e nts si g n e d t h e C y pr ess Hills p etiti o n i n 1 8 7 8 w hi c h w as a l ast -

dit c h eff ort t o pr es er v e t h e bis o n a n d cr e at e a l a n d b as e f or t h e M étis w it h a l ar g e stri p of l a n d i n 

s o ut h w est er n  M a nit o b a i n cl u di n g t h e T urtl e M o u nt ai n ar e a. M a n y fr o m t h e M ari o n /O u el ett e 



 
 

7 1  

bri g a d e  w o ul d si g n a n ot h er p etiti o n i n 1 8 8 0 st art e d b y L o uis Ri el i n M o nt a n a T errit or y 

r e q u esti n g f or t h e est a blis h m e nt of a M étis r es er v e ( H o g u e 2 0 1 5). 

T h e dir e sit u ati o n i n t h e C y pr ess Hills c o nti n u e d f or t h e M étis f a mili es w h o st a y e d. B y all 

a c c o u nts, t h e wi nt er of 1 8 7 8 -1 8 7 9 w as diffi c ult as pr airi e fir es s e e m t o h a v e k e pt m u c h of t h e 

r e m ai ni n g bis o n h er ds s o ut h of t h e hills. 

“ T h e b uff al o ar e v er y s c ar c e a n d it is f e ar e d t h e I n di a ns will h a v e a h ar d 

wi nt er. T h e t y p h oi d f e v er h as q uit e dis a p p e ar e d. Tr e m e n d o us fir es h a v e r a g e d 

ar o u n d t his vi ci nit y d uri n g t h e p ast w e e k; o n c e it w as f e ar e d it w o ul d g et i nt o 

t h e pi n es n e ar t h e F ort a n d d o s o m e d a m a g e. ”  

N e w N ort h w est N e ws p a p er; D e c e m b er  6 , 1 8 7 8, p g. 2  

 

Ulti m at el y, t his l ar g e i nfl u x of C a n a di a n M étis w o ul d e v e nt u all y l e a d t o t h e ir arr est i n t h e 

s u m m er of 1 8 7 9 b y t h e A m eri c a n ar m y. Wit h m a n y of t h eir p oss essi o ns s ei z e d t h e y w o ul d b e 

f or c e d t o c h o os e w h er e t h e y w er e t o b e r el o c at e d p er m a n e ntl y ( F ost er 2 0 0 6). F or t h e C a n a di a n 

ali g n e d M étis w h o r e m ai n e d i n t h e C y pr ess Hills, t h e y w o u l d c o nti n u e t o li v e i n t h e s ettl e m e nts 

of F o ur Mil e C o ul e e a n d F o ot of t h e M o u nt ai n f or a c o u pl e m or e y e ars.  
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Fi g ur e 3 .2  N W M P b uil di n gs at C hi m n e y C o ul e e.  

N ot e t h e s m o k e c o mi n g fr o m o n e b uil di n g  i n t h e b a ck gr o u n d w hi c h c o ul d b e a M étis hi v er n a nt  

c a bi n  ( arr o w).  T his p h ot o is oft e n mis attri b ut e d as b ei n g t a k e n b y  G e or g e A n d ert o n i n 1 8 7 9. It 

w as ori gi n all y t a k e n b y Willi a m E. H o o k i n l at e a ut u m n of 1 8 7 8 w h e n h e visit e d t h e E ast E n d 

P ost. ( G e or g e K us h , p ers o n al c o m m u ni c ati o n.)  
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Fi g ur e 3 .3  V ari o us N W M P a n d M étis p osi n g at t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e.  

T h e b uil di n g i n t h e b a c k gr o u n d a p p e ars t o b e  t h e s a m e o n e wit h t w o c o v er e d e ntr a n c es s e e n i n 

Fi g ur e 2 .1 . P h ot o t a k e n b y Willi a m E. H o o k i n l at e a ut u m n of 1 8 7 8. ( G e or g e K us h p ers o n al 

c o m m u ni c ati o n.)  

 

3. 5  O c c u p ati o n P e ri o d I I I –  L af r a m b ois e’s C o ul e e  

T h e ki ns hi p ti es a m o n g t h e M étis hi v er n a nt s i n t h e C y pr ess Hills w er e q uit e str o n g e v e n w hil e 

f a ci n g a n u n c ert ai n f ut ur e. W hil e s pr e a d o ut a m o n g t h e v ari o us c o ul e es a n d s ettl e m e nts, m a n y 

f a mili es still w or k e d h ar d t o s h ar e t h e s u c c ess of t h eir l a b o urs a n d m ai nt ai n a str o n g c o n n e cti o n 
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b et w e e n f a mil y. T h e m or e A m eri c a n ali g n e d M étis f o u n d t h e ms el v es m o vi n g a w a y fr o m t h e sit e 

w hil e t h e o n es wit h str o n g er C a n a di a n ti es r e m ai n e d. O n e s u c h e x a m pl e of t his w er e t h e ki ns hi p 

ti es b et w e e n t h e Tr otti er a n d L a Fr a m b ois e f a mili es w hi c h w er e dis p ers e d i n t h e F o ur Mil e 

C o ul e e a n d F o ot of t h e M o u nt ai n s ettl e m e nts, r es p e cti v el y.  

T h e L a Fr a m b o is e f a mil y r e m ai n e d at t h e F o ot of t h e M o u nt ai n s ettl e m e nt as s o m e of t h e 

l ast r e m ai ni n g M étis li vi n g at t h e sit e. It w as l at e i n t h e y e ar i n 1 8 7 8 w h e n t h e A m eri c a n 

p h ot o gr a p h er Willi a m E. H o o k arri v e d at t h e E ast E n d P ost a n d p h ot o gr a p h e d  t h e sit e ( G e or g e 

K us h p ers o n al c o m m u ni c ati o n) . O n e of t h es e p h ot os ( Fi g ur e 3. 4 ) is a p h ot o of t h e M étis f a mili es 

w h o ar e still li vi n g at t h e sit e  i n l at e 1 8 7 8. B as e d o n t h e 1 8 8 1 c e ns us a n d t h e d es cri pti o ns b y 

N or b ert W els h r e g ar di n g t h e r esi d e nts of t h e F o ur Mil e C o ul e e, it is li k el y t h at at l e ast t h e 

w o m e n i n t h e p h ot o ar e p art of t h e L a Fr a m b ois e f a mil y  ( W ut z k e 2 0 0 9:t a bl e A 1). A p art fr o m t h e 

t hr e e N W M P m e m b ers, s e v er al of t h e m e n w er e li k el y p art of t h e L afr a m b ois e f a mil y w hil e 

ot h ers w er e t h e v ari o us tr a d ers a n d fr ei g h t ers t h at r e m ai n e d at t h e sit e.     
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Fi g ur e 3 .4  M étis at C hi m n e y C o ul e e.  

T a k e n b y Willi a m E. H o o k d uri n g his visit of t h e E ast E n d P ost i n l at e a ut u m n 1 8 7 8. P h ot o 

c o urt es y of D o n n y W hit e.  

 

T h er e is al w a ys a p ossi bilit y t h at t h es e w o m e n ar e n ot t h e L afr a m b ois e w o m e n b ut t h er e is a 

str o n g li k eli h o o d t h at t h e y ar e b as e d o n s u p p orti n g a n d c orr o b or ati n g e vi d e n c e. J o h n a n d 

M ar g urit e L afr a m b ois e w er e w ell -k n o w n r esi d e nts of M a pl e Cr e e k w h o h a d al w a ys r e c o u nt e d 
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li vi n g at t h e sit e d uri n g t h at ti m e  ( E ast e n d Hist or y S o ci et y 1 9 8 4) a n d t h eir n e p h e w P et e 

L afr a m b ois e w as b or n o n t h e sit e i n 1 8 8 2 .  

 Wit h t h e pr es e n c e of M étis tr a d ers at t h e sit e as l at e as 1 8 8 1 ( C o x. W. H., “ Di ar y of a 

M o u nti e 1 8 8 0 -1 8 8 5 ” p h ot o c o p y of arti cl e p u blis h e d i n L et h bri d g e H er al d, J ul y 1 1, 1 9 3 5, M -

9 8 3 6 -8 4,  J a c k F. D u n n c oll e cti o n,  Gl e n b o w  Ar c hi v es, C al g ar y ), o n e c a n o nl y ass u m e t h at t h e 

ar e a ar o u n d t h e sit e w as still a v al u a bl e pl a c e t o c o nti n u e tr a di n g. Eit h er a m o n g t h e Si o u x r el a t e d 

t o Sitti n g B ull’s c a m ps or a m o n g t h e N W M P r el at e d t o t h e W o o d M o u nt ai n-F ort W als h r o ut e, 

tr a d e r e m ai n e d i m p ort a nt i n t h e ar e a as h u nti n g, fis hi n g, a n d ot h er i nfr e q u e nt j o bs w er e  

a v ail a bl e . As f or h u nti n g, t h e L afr a m b ois e m e n w er e list e d as “ C h assi er ”, Fr e n c h f or h u nt ers , o n 

t h e 1 8 8 1 c e ns us. O n e g o v er n m e nt e y e wit n ess w h o visit e d t h e E ast E n d p ost o n O ct o b er 3 1/ 1 8 7 9 

s a w:  

 “ S o m e h alf br e e ds li vi n g h er e h a v e l ots of m e at fr es h kill e d.  & t h e P oli c e t ol d 

m e t h er e a l ots of B uff al o n ort h of t h e li n e..t h e B ur nt  C o u ntr y will dri v e t h e m 

W est & N ort h. . ”  

D e w d n e y , E d g ar , E d g ar D e w d n e y Di ari es, 1 8 7 9, M -3 2 0 -1 0 3 9, Gl e n b o w Ar c hi v es , C al g ary  

 

T his s e e m e d t o h a v e b e e n a m o n g t h e l ast l ar g e i n c ursi o ns of bis o n i nt o C a n a di a n t errit or y. T h e 

W o o d M o u nt ai n p ost di d r e p ort pl e nt y of bis o n b et w e e n t h e m a n d t h e E ast E n d p ost o n O ct o b er 

1 4 t h, 1 8 8 0 ( W urt el e, J o n at h o n W olfr e d L ut h er, Di ar y, W o o d M o u nt ai n 1 8 8 0, M -9 8 3 6 -1 3 9 , J a c k 

F. D u n n c oll e cti o n, Gl e n b o w Ar c hi v es , C al g ar y) b ut f or a n y l ar g e h er ds, t his mi g ht h a v e b e e n 

t h e l ast. Wit h bis o n n ot b ei n g g u ar a nt e e d, o n e of t h e m e m b ers of t h e N W M P r e c or d e d s o m e of 

t h e ot h er pr o visi o ns  t h e y at e d uri n g t h e wi nt er of 1 8 7 9/ 1 8 8 0. T h es e i n cl u d e d v ari o us l o c al g a m e 
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b ut als o Gri z zl y B e ar a n d m a n y fis h fr o m t h e n e ar b y l a k e  ( Fit z p atri c k 1 9 2 1). It w as li k el y t h at 

t h es e m et h o ds of a c q uiri n g l o c al s o ur c es of f o o d w er e l e ar n e d fr o m t h e M étis o n t h e sit e. 

T h e s ettl e m e nt pr o b a bl y  s a w its e n d i n eit h er  t h e s u m m er of 1 8 8 2 or 1 8 8 3. T h e r ail w a y 

li n e w as b uilt al o n g t h e n ort hsi d e of t h e C y pr ess Hills a n d all r e as o ns t o c o nti n u e  li vi n g at t h e 

sit e e n d e d . T h e N W M P st o p p e d m a n ni n g t h eir o ut p ost at E ast E n d a n d b y 1 8 8 3 b ot h F ort W als h 

a n d t h e p ost at W o o d M o u nt ai n w er e dis m a ntl e d wit h t h e f or m er b ei n g r el o c at e d t o t h e r a pi dl y 

gr o wi n g t o w n of M a pl e Cr e e k. T h e L a Fr a m b ois e f a mil y r el o c at e d al o n gsi d e t h eir ki n t o t h e 

t o w nsit e b y 1 8 8 3 w h er e t h ey  a n d t h eir d es c e n d a nts t o o k u p r a n c hi n g a n d f ar mi n g  w hil e ot h ers 

w o ul d r el o c at e t o M o nt a n a i n t h e d e c a d es t o c o m e.  

A g e ol o gi c al s ur v e y or tr a v el e d  d o w n t h e E ast e n d C o ul e e i n 1 8 8 3 w h er e, i n his s k et c h 

b o o k, l a b el t h e b uil di n gs at t h e sit e t o b e “ a b a n d o n e d ”  (N ot e b o o k B o w a n d R e d D e er ri v ers 

distri ct, Al b ert a - Vi ci nit y of C y pr ess Hills , 1 8 8 3, R G 4 5, V ol u m e n u m b er: 1 6 2, Mi cr ofil m r e el 

n u m b er: T -2 0 1 9 9, Fil e n u m b er: 3 2 9 5, G e ol o gi c al S ur v e y  of C a n a d a s o us -f o n ds, N at ur al 

R es o ur c es C a n a d a f o n ds, Ott a w a, O nt ari o ). H o w e v er, t h e N W M P w o ul d t e m p or aril y r e -o c c u p y 

t h e sit e i n 1 8 8 7 a n d i n 1 8 8 8 t h e y w o ul d m o v e all t h e ti m b ers fr o m t h e c a bi ns a n d ot h er b uil di n gs 

t o t h e c urr e nt t o w n of E ast e n d. O n e di ar y e ntr y fr o m t h eir bri ef st a y i n 1 8 8 7 w o ul d r e c or d t w o 

m e n n a m e d L afr a m b ois e tr a v el i n g n e ar b y  t h e sit e o n h ors e b a c k ( Hist or y a n d R e mi nis c e n c es of 

E ast e n d a n d Distri ct. S as k at c h e w a n G ol d e n J u bil e e 1 9 0 5 –  1 9 5 5 C o m m e m or ati v e V ol u m e.  

1 9 5 5) . 
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Fi g ur e 3 .5  G e ol o gi c al S ur v e y s k et c h of t h e  e ntir e E ast e n d C o ul e e i n 1 8 8 3.  

At “ F o ot of t h e M o u nt ai n ” i t d es cri b es “ E ast E n d P ost N W M P ( a b a n d o n e d) ”. N ot e t h e 

b uil di n gs, p ossi bl y hi v er n a nt  c a bi ns, i n m or e t h a n o n e c o ul e e.  ( N ot e b o o k B o w a n d R e d D e er 

ri v ers distri ct, Al b ert a - Vi ci nit y of C y pr ess Hills, 1 8 8 3, R G 4 5, V ol u m e n u m b er: 1 6 2, Mi cr ofil m 

r e el n u m b er: T -2 0 1 9 9, Fil e n u m b er: 3 2 9 5, N at ur al R es o ur c es C a n a d a f o n ds, G e ol o gi c al S ur v e y 

of C a n a d a, Ott a w a, O nt ari o).  
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3. 6  C o n cl u si o n  

T his c h a pt er o utli n e d a d et ail e d hist or y of t h e M étis i n t h e C y pr ess Hills a n d at t h e C hi m n e y 

C o ul e e sit e. T h e g o al of t his  c h a pt er  w as t o o utli n e  s o m e of t h e b a c k gr o u n d  a n d m oti v ati o ns of 

t h e M étis, h o w t h e sit e w as f or m e d , a n d w h y it w as o c c u pi e d w h e n it w as. I m p ort a ntl y, t his 

hist or y w as gi v e n wit h a n e m p h asis o n t h e M étis e x p eri e n c e b y fi n di n g a n d c orr o b or ati n g  t h e 

pri m ar y s o ur c es a v ail a bl e. I n g e n er al, hi v er n a nt  hist or y is fr a g m e nt ar y a n d diffi c ult t o c o m pil e i n 

p art d u e t h eir c ult ur e of m o bilit y, t e m p or ar y s ettl e m e nt p att er ns, a n d a hist ori c bi as of pri m aril y 

b ei n g writt e n a b o ut b y o utsi d ers . A n a d diti o n al c h all e n g e e n c o u nt er e d w h e n r es e ar c hi n g t his 

hist or y w as t h e a m pl e n u m b ers of s e c o n d ar y s o ur c es wit h r e p e at e dl y misl e a di n g a n d  oft e n 

i n c orr e ct i nf or m ati o n r e g ar di n g t his sit e. 

O v er all, t h is s e cti o n ar g u es t h at t h er e w er e t hr e e g e n er al o c c u p ati o n p eri o ds at t h e sit e 

e a c h b ei n g ar o u n d f o ur y e ars i n l e n gt h. F or t h e M étis, it w as p art of a n at ur al m o v e m e nt 

w est w ar d f oll o wi n g t h e bis o n h er ds w hi c h h a d b e e n o c c urri n g f or s e v er al d e c a d es. T h e e v e nt u al 

m o v e i nt o t h e hills t h at o c c urr e d d uri n g 1 8 7 4 s e e ms t o h a v e b e e n f o ll o wi n g a s kir mis h i n w hi c h 

t h e M étis  a n d t h eir alli es w o n. As f ar as t h e a ut h or is a w ar e, t his e v e nt a n d m u c h of t h e 

i nf or m ati o n pr es e nt e d i n t his c h a pt er r e g ar di n g t h e sit e its elf h as n e v er b e e n e xt e nsi v el y writt e n 

a b o ut pri or t o t his st u d y. W hil e i n v al u a bl e fr o m a g e n er al sit e p ers p e cti v e, t his hist or y d o es  littl e 

i n gi vi n g a n u n d erst a n di n g of t h eir  lif est yl e a n d d a y t o d a y e x p eri e n c es . O nl y ar c h a e ol o gi c al 

r es e ar c h a n d a n al ysis c a n assist wit h u n c o v eri n g t h e h a bit u al d ail y p att er ns i nsi d e a hi v er n a nt  

s p a c e.   
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C H A P T E R 4  O T H E R H I V E R N A N T  A R C H E O L O G Y A N D P A S T 

R E S E A R C H O N T H E C H I M N E Y C O U L E E S I T E  

4. 1  I nt r o d u cti o n  

T his c h a pt er o utli n es a s u m m ar y  of M étis hi v er n a nt  ar c h a e ol o g y i n w est er n C a n a d a a n d a 

d es cri pti o n of t h e  g e n er al  r es ults at e a c h sit e. T his c h a pt er o nl y o utli n es sites t h at h a v e b e e n 

e x pl or e d ar c h a e ol o gi c all y a n d yi el d e d m at eri al r e m ai ns, as s o m e ot h er ar e as of k n o w n hi v er n a nt  

s ettl e m e nt h a v e b e e n p arti all y (f or m all y or i nf or m all y) s ur v e y e d b ut h a v e n ot h a d r es e ar c h -b as e d 

e x c a v ati o ns o n t h e m  ( H a milt o n a n d Ni c h ols o n 2 0 0 0; W o n d ers 1 9 8 3; B al d wi n 1 9 8 0) . T h e f o c us 

o n M étis hi v er n a nt  r es e ar c h ai ms t o f o c us o n t h e u ni q u e c ult ur e a n d p att er ns  of t h es e s p a c es a n d 

c a n b e c o nsi d er e d diff er e nt fr o m ot h er M étis sit es s u c h as ri v er l ot sit es. I n g e n er al, t h e 

c o ns u m pti o n of tr a d e g o o ds, us e of a v ail a bl e m at eri als, e c o n o mi c f o c us, us e of s p a c e a n d pl a c e, 

a n d o v er all c ult ur e w o ul d b e u ni q u e t o a n  hi v er n a nt  lif est yl e as o p p os e d t o a m or e s ettl e d or 

f ar mi n g lif est yl e ( S u p er n a nt 2 0 1 8). I n t h e c as e of ri v er l ots, t h er e w o ul d als o b e a gr e at er c h a n c e 

of mi x e d ass e m bl a g es as m a n y of t h es e pl a c es l at er i n ti m e c h a n g e d h a n ds b et w e e n M étis a n d 

n o n -M étis p e o pl es. Hi v er n a nt  h o us e h ol ds ar e u ni q u e f or b ei n g disti n ctl y M étis s p a c es l o c at e d i n 

is ol at e d pl a c es f or a t e m p or ar y wi n d o w of ti me. D es pit e t h e u ni q u e o p p ort u niti es i n t his fi el d of 

st u d y, f e w sit es h a v e b e e n i n v esti g at e d ar c h a e ol o gi c all y  ( S u p er n a nt 2 0 1 8). M et h o ds i n 

e x c a v ati o n a n d r e p orti n g h a v e c h a n g e d c o nsi d er a bl y si n c e t h e first hi v er n a nt  c a bi n w as 

e x c a v at e d o v er 5 0 y e ars a g o a n d dir e ctl y c o m p ari n g t h e r es ults b et w e e n  t h es e sit es c a n b e 

pr o bl e m ati c. T h e f oll o wi n g ar e t h e d es cri pti o n s of si x ar c h a e ol o g y sit es of a k n o w n hi v er n a nt  

c o nt e xt r o u g hl y c o nt e m p or a n e o us of o n e a n ot h er  b ut a cr oss diff er e nt g e o gr a p hi c c o m p o n e nts.  
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Fi g ur e 4 .1  Diff er e nt a n gl es of “ T h e L ast C hi m n e y ” at C hi m n e y C o ul e e.  

Pi ct ur e d at ri g ht ar e Fr a n k B e n n ett, H. A. Cr a wf or d, a n d H. S. J o n es. P h ot o gr a p h er u n k n o w n. 

( D a vi d J a m es W yli e f a mil y f o n ds, a c c essi o n n u m b ers 0 3 7 8. 00 4 4 a n d 0 3 7 8. 0 0 4 5, Es pl a n a d e Arts 

& H erit a g e C e ntr e).  

 

4. 2  T h e K aj e w s ki C a bi n s Sit e  

T h e first M étis hi v er n a nt  sit e t o b e s ur v e y e d a n d e x c a v at e d is k n o w n as t h e K aj e ws ki c a bi ns sit e. 

It is sit u at e d i n Al b ert a, o n t h e w est er n si d e of t h e C y pr ess Hills a p pr o xi m atel y 2. 5 k ms 

s o ut h w est of El k w at er L a k e o n a n ort h f a ci n g sl o p e. T h e sit e is n a m e d aft er t h e l o c al l a n d o w n ers 
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w h o h a d k n o w n a b o ut t h e sit e f or m a n y y e ar s b ef or e it w as first d o c u m e nt e d b y B o n ni c hs e n  a n d 

his fi el d cr e w d uri n g a n i niti al s ur v e y of hist ori c al sit es i n 1 9 6 6  ( B o n ni c hs e n 1 9 6 7: 2-7) . T h e y 

r et ur n e d t o t h e sit e a n d e x c a v at e d o n e c a bi n ar e a i n 1 9 6 7 w hi c h w as r etr o a cti v el y d esi g n at e d as 

C a bi n A ( B o n ni c hs e n 1 9 6 7; B o n ni c hs e n et al. 1 9 7 3). Elli ot, w h o w as pr es e nt i n t h e 1 9 6 6 a n d 

1 9 6 7 i n v esti g ati o ns, r et ur n e d t o t h e sit e i n 1 9 6 9 t o s ur v e y m or e c a bi n l o c ati o ns at t h e sit e a n d 

e x c a v at e t w o m or e c a bi ns r ef err e d t o as C a bi n B a n d C a bi n E ( Elli ott 1 9 7 1: 1-7) . T h e r es ults of 

t h e 1 9 6 9 e x c a v ati o ns f or m ed t h e b asis of his m ast er’s t h esis t hr o u g h t h e U ni v ersit y of C al g ar y.  

 I n t ot al, a p pr o xi m at el y 9 0 m/s q f or t h e ar e a ar o u n d C a bi n B a n d a p pr o xi m at el y 6 0 m/s q 

w as e x c a v at e d f or C a bi n E ( Elli ott 1 9 7 1: 1, fi g ur es 4 a n d 5). T h e ar c h a e ol o gi c al m et h o ds a p pli e d 

w er e st a n d ar d f or t h e ti m e of e x c a v ati o n b ut w o ul d b e c o nsi d er e d o ut d at e d fr o m a m o d er n 

p ers p e cti v e. Elli ott’s st u d y pr o vi d e d a v al u a bl e b as eli n e st u d y f or hi v er n a nt  hist or y a n d 

ar c h a e ol o g y w hi c h ot h ers h a v e si n c e b uilt u p o n. S p e cifi c all y, it w as t h e first d o c u m e nt ati o n of a 

M étis hi v er n a nt  ar c h a e ol o gi c al ass e m bl a g e w hi c h r efl e cts l at er r es e ar c h o n hi v er n a nt  sit es. T h e 

r e p ort f or C a bi n A ( B o n ni c hs e n et al. 1 9 7 3) h as si n c e b e e n l ost a n d t h e pr e cis e m et h o ds a n d 

r es ults of t h e 1 9 6 7 st u d y c a n o nl y b e gl e a n e d fr o m s e c o n d ar y s o ur c es ( B o n ni c hs e n 1 9 6 7; D oll et 

al.  1 9 8 8).  B o n ni c hs e n ( 1 9 6 7: 5-6)  w as t h e first t o pr o p os e t h at t h e lit hi cs, st o n e s cr a p p ers 

s p e cifi c all y, f o u n d i n ass o ci ati o n wit h t h e hist ori c al m at eri als w er e us e d b y M étis hi v er n a nt s. I n 

g e n er al, t h e r es ults fr o m C a bi n A s e e m t o fit wit h t h e ass e m bl a g e n ot e d fr o m C a bi n B a n d E b ut 

wit h t h e fi n ds r efl e cti n g a m or e d o m esti c ass o ci at e d s p a c e  ( B o n ni c hs e n 1 9 6 7: 4-6; D oll  et al . 

1 9 8 8: 2 1 6 -2 1 9) . T h e r es ults fr o m t h e K aj e ws ki c a bi ns r es e ar c h o utli n e d a n  hi v er n a nt  ass e m bl a g e 

t h at i n cl u d e d b ut n ot li mit e d t o v ari o us b e a ds, c er a mi cs, n ails, v ari o us p ers o n al a n d r eli gi o us 

it e ms, v ari o us fi n ds r el ati n g t o h o us e h ol d f o o d st uffs a n d h u nti n g, lit hi c t o ols, a n d v ari o us l o c al 
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f a u n al r e m ai ns w hi c h w er e d o mi n at e d b y b ut c h er e d bis o n r e m ai ns ( D oll et al . 1 9 8 8: 2 1 6-2 1 9; 

B o n ni c hs e n 1 9 6 7: 2 -7; Elli ott 1 9 7 1: 1 7 8 -2 8 1) . B as e d o n t h e di a g n osti c a n al ysis, t h e artif a cts at t h e 

K aj e ws ki c a bi ns sit e pr o vi d es a r a n g e of w h e n t h e y w er e o c c u pi e d wit h a li k el y ti m efr a m e 

r efl e cti n g t h e mi d-1 8 7 0s , m a ki n g t h e o c c u p a nts c o nt e m p or ar y t o t h e M étis at t h e C hi m n e y 

C o ul e e sit e ( B o n ni c hs e n 1 9 6 7: 5-7; Elli ott 1 9 7 1: 4 7 -5 1) . T h e sit e c a n li k el y b est b e i nt er pr et e d as 

p art of t h e hist ori c “ H e a d of t h e M o u nt ai n ” hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nt bri efl y  m e nti o n e d i n C h a pt er 3. 

O v er 5 0 y e ars h a v e p ass e d si n c e t h e K aj e ws ki c a bi ns sit e h a v e b e e n e x c a v at e d a n d t h e m at eri al 

c ult ur e  w o ul d b e n efit fr o m a f ull r e-a n al ysis a n d r e -i nt er pr et ati o n of t h e ar c h a e ol o gi c al fi n ds. 

 

Fi g ur e 4 .2  All hi v e r n a nt  sit es m e nti o n e d i n t his c h a pt er.  
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4. 3  T h e B uff al o L a k e M éti s S ettl e m e nt  

T h e B uff al o L a k e M étis S ettl e m e nt  is l oc at e d n ort h e ast of t h e l a k e t h at b e ars its n a m e i n t h e 

C e ntr al P ar kl a n d n at ur al r e gi o n of Al b ert a. A m o n g t h e l ar g est l a k es i n t h e ar e a, it attr a ct e d m a n y  

M étis hi v er n a nt  f a mili es d uri n g t h e 1 8 7 0s a n d p er h a ps e arli er. K n o w n b y l o c al f ar m ers f or 

d e c a d es, t h e  sit e w as first f or m all y r e c or d e d as a si g nifi c a nt hist ori c al sit e i n 1 9 5 9 ( D oll et al . 

1 9 8 8: 3) . V ari o us e x c a v ati o ns w er e l e d b y diff er e nt r es e ar c h ers b et w e e n 1 9 7 0 a n d 1 9 7 9, 

i n cl u di n g Ki d d, D oll, Ar n ol d, a n d Cr o n e ( D oll et al . 1 9 8 8: 3). D oll l e d m ost of  t h e e x c a v ati o ns i n 

t h e 1 9 7 0s a n d a g ai n i n 1 9 8 2 wit h v ari o us i n di vi d u als fr o m n u m er o us a c a d e mi c b a c k gr o u n ds 

assisti n g wit h fi el d w or k a n d a n al ysis  wit h a r es ulti n g c o m pr e h e nsi v e st u d y of t his sit e ( D oll et al . 

1 9 8 8: 1 -8) .  

 I n t ot al, t h e s ur v e y of t h e sit e l o c at e d 8 8 k n o w n c a bi n f e at ur es wit h a p ossi bility of 

al m ost d o u bl e t h at n u m b er if all t h e n e ar b y k n o w n wi nt eri n g ar e as w er e i n cl u d e d ( D oll et al . 

1 9 8 8: 2 1 1) . S e v e n c a bi n f e at ur es h a d s urf a c e fi n ds c oll e ct e d fr o m t h e m  wit h  fi v e c a bi ns a n d 

ass o ci at e d f e at ur es e x c a v at e d  ( D oll et al . 1 9 8 8: 1-8, 2 0 3 -2 0 9) . A cr oss t h e fi v e e x c a v at e d c a bi ns 

( n a m e d C a bi ns 1-5 ) a n d t h eir ass o ci at e d f e at ur es, a p pr o xi m at el y 1 4 8 m/s q w er e e x c a v at e d i n 

t ot al ( D oll et al . 1 9 8 8: fi g ur es 1 0, 3 5, 4 3, 5 3, 6 0 b). E m pl o yi n g st a n d ar d ar c h a e ol o gi c al m et h o ds 

a cr oss all t h e c a bi ns e x c a v ati o ns, t h o us a n ds of artif a cts wit h a M étis hi v er n a nt  ass o ci ati o n w er e 

f o u n d gi vi n g a c o m pr e h e nsi v e pi ct ur e of t h eir lif e w a ys d uri n g t h e 1 8 7 0s. N ot a bl y, w h e n t h eir 

st a n d ar d ¼ i n c h si z e d m es h s cr e e ns w er e d e e m e d i ns uffi ci e nt, l ar g e q u a ntiti es of s e di m e nt w er e 

c oll e ct e d a n d r e m o v e d fr o m o n e f e at ur e i n C a bi n 3. T his s e di m e nt w as fi n e s cr e e n e d i n t h e l a b 

a n d r e c o v er e d a t ot al of 1 1 7 6 2 gl ass s e e d b e a ds ( D oll et al . 1 9 8 8: 1 0 6-1 1 5) . T his st u d y w as 

si g nifi c a nt b e c a us e i t gr e atl y e x p a n d e d t h e M étis hi v er n a nt  s a m pl e si z e a n d k n o w n ass e m bl a g e. 
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All as p e cts of t h eir hist ori c lif e w a ys w er e r e pr es e nt e d w h e n all artif a cts a n d a n al ys es ar e 

c o nsi d er e d.  

 Hist ori c all y, t his sit e w as k n o w n a n d r e c or d e d b y v ari o us i n di vi d u als d uri n g t h e 1 8 7 0s. 

D oll  et al.  ( 1 9 8 8: 9-7 7)  pr o vi d e d a hist or i c b a c k gr o u n d b ut f or a n e x c e pti o n all y d et ail e d hist or y 

of all k n o w n s o ur c es i n cl u di n g M étis i n di vi d u als w h o li v e d at t h e sit e  s e e B e al et al  ( 1 9 8 7). 

A d diti o n al r es e ar c h o n t h e sit e w as l e d b y Dr. Kis h a S u p er n a nt i n t h e f or m of a n e d u c ati o n al 

fi el d s c h o ol i n 2 0 1 4 ( C o o ns 2 0 1 7: 3). A t ot al of 6 m/s q w er e e x c a v at e d b y C a bi n 3 wit h s e di m e nt 

r e m o v e d a n d fi n e s cr e e n e d at t h e U ni v ersit y of Al b ert a wit h s e v er al h u n dr e d artif a cts of v ari o us 

artif a ct t y p es f o u n d , pr o vi di n g i nsi g ht i nt o ar e as o utsi d e of t h e C a bi n 3 ( S u p er n a nt et al. 2 0 2 3). 

 

4. 4  F o u r Mil e C o ul e e  

F o ur Mil e C o ul e e o n  t h e w est er n h alf of t h e C y pr ess Hills a p pr o xi m at el y s e v e n kil o m et ers 

n ort h e ast of t h e n ati o n al hist ori c sit e of F ort W als h. T h e c o ul e e is l o c at e d o n t h e f or est e d n ort h 

f a ci n g si d e of t h e hills a n d s o ut h of t w o n e ar b y l a k es, C o ul e e L a k e a n d A d a ms L a k e. T h e sit e 

h a d b e e n w el l k n o w n a m o n g t h e r esi d e nts of t h e F ort W als h t o w nsit e a n d t h e k n o wl e d g e of t h e 

sit e p ass e d d o w n a m o n g s o m e ol d er r esi d e nts, l a n d o w n ers, a n d l o c al hist ori a ns i n M a pl e Cr e e k, 

S as k at c h e w a n.  

T h e sit e w as first f or m all y s ur v e y e d a n d r e c or d e d b y B url e y a n d a fi el d cr e w i n 1 9 8 6, 

t h e y m a p p e d o ut v ari o us d e pr essi o ns a n d f e at ur es al o n g a str et c h of al m ost t w o kil o m et ers u p t h e 

c o ul e e. A t ot al of 8 w ell -d efi n e d m o u n ds a n d o v er 1 0 0 d e pr essi o ns w er e r e c or d e d a n d gr o u p e d 

i nt o 1 0 g e n er al cl ust ers ( B url e y et al.  1 9 9 2) . B url e y  et al.  ( 1 9 9 2: 7 6-7 7)  n ot e t h at t h er e mi g ht b e 

m a n y m or e f e at ur es t h at h a v e y et t o b e f o u n d a n d r e c or d e d  d u e t o t h e d e ns e v e g et ati o n . S o m e 
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ar c h a e ol o gi c al t esti n g w as c o n d u ct e d o n s o m e f e at ur es. A gri d of s e v er al 5 0 c m x 5 0 c m t est u nits 

w er e c o n d u ct e d  a n d  s u c c essf ul t ests w er e e x p a n d e d f or a t ot al of 5. 7 5 m/s q e x c a v at e d ( B url e y et 

al.  1 9 9 2: 7 7 -8 0) V ari o us artif a cts r efl e cti n g a M étis hi v er n a nt  ass e m bl a g e w er e f o u n d s u c h as 

b e a ds, c er a mi cs, b ottl e gl ass, p ers o n al a n d h o us e h ol d w ar es, n ails, f a u n al r e m a i ns, a n d fi n ds 

r el at e d t o h u nti n g ( B url e y et al.  1 9 9 2: 7 7 -8 0) . Wit h t his t esti n g m et h o d, a pr o p os e d hi v er n a nt  

c a bi n w as l o c at e d b as e d o n t h e hi g h c o n c e ntr ati o n of artif a cts a n d ass o ci at e d f e at ur es  ( B url e y et 

al.  1 9 9 2: 7 7 -8 4) . 

Hist ori c all y, t h e sit e w as a w ell -k n o w n M étis hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nt i n t h e C y pr ess Hills 

a n d w as pri m aril y o c c u pi e d d uri n g t h e mi d -1 8 7 0s. It w as k n o w n a n d fr e q u e ntl y visit e d b y t h e 

r esi d e nts of F ort W als h a n d t h eir t o w nsit e d u e t o its pr o xi mit y . T h e M étis resi d e nts of t h e sit e 

a p p e ar t o h a v e h a d cl os e ki ns hi p ti es t o t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e. S o m e of t h e hist or y of t h e F o ur 

Mil e C o ul e e M étis is t o u c h e d u p o n s e v er al ti m es i n C h a pt er 3 of t his st u d y. T h er e w er e still 

M étis li vi n g t h er e u ntil at l e ast 1 8 8 2 w h er e  s o m e of t h e r esi d e nts r el o c at e d t o n e wl y f o u n d e d 

t o w n of M a pl e Cr e e k.  
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Fi g ur e 4 .3  K n o w n C y pr ess Hills hi v er n a nt  sit es.  

 

4. 5  Kis -sis -a w a y T a n n e r’ s C a m p  

Kis -sis-a w a y T a n n er’s C a m p is i n t h e Dirt Hills w hi c h ar e a p pr o xi m at el y 7 0 kil o m et ers 

s o ut h w est of R e gi n a a n d i m m e di at el y e ast of Ol d Wi v es L a k e. T his ar e a  is a hi g h er pl at e a u of 

l a n d al o n g t h e pr airi e  of s o ut h -c e ntr al S as k at c h e w a n  t h at c o nt ai ns v ari o us cr e e ks a n d c o ul e es 

t hr o u g h o ut t h e hills off eri n g tr e e d r ef u g e t o b ot h bis o n h er ds a n d h u nt ers ali k e.  

T h e sit e w as first r e c or d e d i n 1 9 7 1 t h e n r es ur v e y e d a n d m a p p e d b y B url e y a n d a fi el d cr e w 

i n 1 9 8 6 w h er e t h e y r e c or d e d fi v e cl ust ers of o v er 2 0 f e at ur es a n d d e pr essi o ns ( B url e y et al.  

1 9 9 2: 6 2 -6 7) . T est u nits of v ari o us si z es w er e pl a c e d o n a f e w f e at ur es i d e ntifi e d as b ei n g hi g h 

p ot e nti al. A n ar e a of a p pr o xi m at el y 5 m/s q w as e x c a v at e d i n t ot al wit h m ost of it c o n d u ct e d o n 
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t w o d e pr essi o ns d e e m e d t o b e t h e r e m ai ns of a hist ori c c a bi n; o n e of t h e m c o nt ai ni n g s e v er al 

f a u n al r e m ai ns a n d hist ori c artif a cts ass o ci at e d wit h a t y pi c al M étis hi v er n a nt  ass e m bl a g e 

( B url e y et al.  1 9 9 2: 6 7 -7 1) .  

T h e Kis -sis -a w a y T a n n er’s C a m p w as n a m e d aft er a M étis tr a d er k n o w n t o h a v e h a d a 

c o u pl e of c a bi ns i n t h e Dir t Hills d uri n g t h e l at e 1 8 6 0s a n d e arl y 1 8 7 0s. T h e l o c ati o n of t h e 

a b a n d o n e d c a bi ns w as n ot e d as l at e as 1 8 7 4 ( B url e y et al.  1 9 9 2: 6 1 -6 2, 6 9 -7 1) . If t h e 

i nt er pr et ati o ns ar e c orr e ct, t his sit e w o ul d b e t h e e arli est d at e d M étis hi v er n a nt  sit e s o f ar t o b e 

e x c a v at e d.  

 

4. 6  P etit e Vill e  

P etit e Vill e is l o c at e d al o n g a l ar g e b e n d of t h e s o ut h S as k at c h e w a n Ri v er i n t h e c e ntr al As p e n 

P ar kl a n d e c or e gi o n of S as k at c h e w a n. T h e sit e is a p pr o xi m at el y 6 0 kil o m et ers n ort h e ast of t h e 

cit y of S as k at o o n a n d a p pr o xi m at el y 1 5 kil o m et ers s o ut h of t h e hist ori c M étis s ettl e m e nt of 

B at o c h e. T h e sit e is l o c at e d o n a w ell tr e e d a n d l o w -l yi n g c or n er t err a c e o v erl o o ki n g t h e m aj or 

ri v er w a y a n d al o n g hist ori c r o ut es us e d b y M étis tr a d ers t hr o u g h o ut t h e e arl y t o mi d dl e 1 9 t h-

c e nt ur y ( W ei n b e n der 2 0 0 3: 2 1 -2 5) . 

T his hist ori c sit e h a d b e e n k n o w n b y t h e l o c al l a n d o w n ers b ut w as br o u g ht t o t h e att e nti o n 

of ar c h a e ol o gists w or ki n g at t h e B at o c h e sit e d uri n g t h e mi d -1 9 7 0s. It w as first f or m all y 

s ur v e y e d a n d v ari o us f e at ur es o n t h e sit e w er e i niti all y m a p p e d i n 1 9 7 9  ( Gr ai n g er a n d R oss 

1 9 8 0) . T h e sit e w as t h e n r es ur v e y e d b y B url e y a n d a fi el d cr e w i n 1 9 8 6 w h er e a t ot al of 1 7 7 

f e at ur es s u c h as d e pr essi o ns, m o u nd s, a n d tr a c es of c hi m n e ys w er e l o c at e d i n 2 6 diff er e nt 

cl ust ers o v er a p pr o xi m at el y 8 0 h e ct ar e s ( B url e y et al.  1 9 9 2) . I m m e di at el y aft er t h e r es ur v e y, a 
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t ot al of 1 5. 5 m/s q w as e x c a v at e d i n a s eri es of tr e n c h es a n d t est u nits s urr o u n di n g a cl ust er of 

f e at ur es ass o ci at e d wit h t w o a dj a c e nt c hi m n e y r e m ai ns ( B url e y et al.  1 9 9 2: 5 0 -5 2) . T h e 1 9 8 6 t est 

e x c a v ati o ns r e v e al e d w h at a p p e ar e d t o b e t h e s u bs urf a c e r e m ai ns of a l ar g e c a bi n str u ct ur e a n d a 

t ot al of 1 9 6 artif a cts al o n gsi d e 6 9 0 f a u n al fr a g m e nts w hi c h w er e r e c o v er e d ( B url e y et al.  

1 9 9 2: 5 5 -6 0) . T h e artif a cts a p p e ar e d t o r efl e ct a M éti s hi v er n a nt  ass e m bl a g e w hi c h i n cl u d e d 

b e a ds, tr a nsf er w ar e c er a mi cs, c o nt ai n er gl ass, ot h er h o us e h ol d a n d p ers o n al w ar es, m a c hi n e c ut 

n ails, a n d v ari o us f a u n al fr a g m e nts  ( B url e y et al.  1 9 9 2: 5 5 -5 8) . It w as d et er mi n e d t h at t h e sit e 

w as li k el y t h e hist ori c P etit e Vill e hi v er n a nt  s ettl e m e nt t h at w as pri m aril y o c c u pi e d b et w e e n 

1 8 7 0 a n d 1 8 7 4  ( B url e y et al.  1 9 9 2: 5 8 -6 0) . 

T h e c a bi n f e at ur e w as t h e n t h e f o c us of t h e U ni v ersit y of S as k at c h e w a n ar c h a e ol o g y fi el d 

s c h o ol i n 1 9 9 8, 1 9 9 9, a n d 2 0 0 0. L e d b y Dr. M ar g ar et K e n n e d y, t h e sit e w o ul d h ost s e v er al 

st u d e nts a n d v ol u nt e ers i n t h e pl a n n e d r es e ar c h e x c a v ati o n of 6 2 m/s q i n a n d ar o u n d t h e c a bi n 

f e at ur e ( W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3: 4 6-4 8) . A g r a d u at e st u d e nt, Ki m b erl e y W ei n b e n d er , w o ul d e v e nt u all y 

c o m pil e a n d a n al y z e t h e r es ults f or h er m ast er’s  t h esis ( 2 0 0 3). Wit h br us h cl e ari n g assist a n c e 

fr o m t h e l a n d o w n ers, a d diti o n al f e at ur es a n d d e pr essi o ns w er e f o u n d a n d r e c or d e d i n 1 9 9 9 

h a vi n g b e e n miss e d i n pr e vi o us s ur v e ys. Artif a cts w er e r e c o v er e d b y q u a dr a nt d uri n g t h e 1 9 9 9 

a n d 2 0 0 0 f i el d s c h o ols ( W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3: 4 6-5 0) . T h e e v e nt u al si z e of t h e c a bi n w as esti m at e d 

t o b e at l e ast 2 0 m et ers l o n g a n d b et w e e n 5. 6 m et ers a n d 6. 5 m et ers wi d e, diff eri n g i n wi dt h at 

o p p osit e e n ds ( W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3: 7 0-7 1) . A m o n g t h e f e w st u di e d c a bi ns  at pr e vi o us l y 

i n v esti g at e d M étis hi v er n a nt  sit es, t h e P etit e Vill e c a bi n is u ni q u e f or its si z e a n d n u m b er of 

r o o ms. T h e c a bi n li k el y h a d eit h er t w o or t hr e e r o o ms wit h W ei n b e n d er ( 2 0 0 3: 7 1 -7 5)  ar g ui n g f or 

t h e l att er b as e d o n t h e f e w w o o de n  r e m ai ns of w alls a nd r o o m di vi d ers. Pr e vi o us e x c a v ati o ns 
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us e d st a n d ar d ¼ i n c h s cr e e n m es h b ut e arl y i n t h e 1 9 9 8 e x c a v ati o n t his w as d e e m e d t o b e 

i n eff e cti v e f or t h e s m all si z e of t h e artif a cts b ei n g f o u n d. All s e di m e nt u n d er t h e first l a y er fr o m 

t h e n o n w as fi n e s cr e e n e d wit h wi n d o w s cr e e n t o e ns ur e t h at virt u all y all artif a cts w er e b ei n g 

r e c o v er e d ( W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3: 4 7-4 8) . I n t ot al, o v er 1 4 0 0 0 artif a cts w er e r e c o v er e d n ot i n cl u di n g 

a r o u g hl y e q u al a m o u nt of f a u n al r e m ai ns. Of t h e artif a cts r e c o v er e d, t h e m aj orit y w er e t h e 

t y pi c al c ol o ur e d dr a w n gl ass s e e d b e a ds f o u n d i n l ar g e q u a ntiti es at e v er y ot h er M étis hi v er n a nt  

sit es t o d at e. T h e ass e m bl a g e g e n er all y m at c h e d t h e f e w ot h er hi v er n a nt  sit es st u di e d w hi c h 

i n cl u d e d b e a ds, tr a nsf er w ar e c er a mi cs, p ers o n al a n d r eli gi o us it e ms, v ari o us f or ms of gl ass 

fr a g m e nts, l e a d t e a b o x f oil, ar c hit e ct ur al m at eri als, a n d v ari o us it e ms r el at ed t o h u nti n g. U ni q u e 

t o t h e P etit e Vill e ass e m bl a g e w as t h e l ar g e q u a ntiti es of str ai g ht pi ns, b e nt pi ns, a n d pi n h e a ds 

( W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3: 7 5-1 0 9) . W hil e str ai g ht pi ns w er e n ot e d at ot h er sit es li k e B uff al o L a k e, t h e 

q u a ntit y a n d t h eir a p p ar e nt m a n n er of u s e w as u ni q u e. W ei n b e n d er cr e dits t h e us e of wi n d o w 

s cr e e n f or t h e c o m pr e h e nsi v e r e c o v er y of artif a cts a n d r e c o m m e n d e d t h at all f ut ur e w or k o n 

M étis hi v er n a nt  s p a c es t o b uil d o n t h e m et h o ds us e d at P etit e Vill e ( W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3: 1 5 6-1 5 8) . 

P etit e Vill e is w ell d o c u m e nt e d as b ei n g t h e pr e d e c ess or of t h e M étis a gri c ult ur al vill a g e of 

B at o c h e. B ot h l o c ati o ns ar e al o n g t h e s o ut h S as k at c h e w a n Ri v er b ut l ess t h a n 4 0 kil o m et ers e ast 

fr o m t h e n ort h S as k at c h e w a n Ri v er a n d, s u bs e q u e ntl y, F ort C arlt o n. T h e ar e a b et w e en t h e t w o 

ri v ers, p art of t h e U p p er S as k at c h e w a n Distri ct, w er e fr e q u e nt e d b y M étis h u nt ers a n d tr a d ers f or 

m ost of t h e 1 9 t h-c e nt ur y s o it st a n ds t o r e as o n t h at t h e ar e a s urr o u n di n g P etit e Vill e h a d b e e n 

k n o w n t o t h e M étis f or d e c a d es pri or its est a blis h m e nt  ( W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3: 1 6-1 7) . Ot h er 

wi nt eri n g vill a g es i n t h e ar e a h a d b e e n i n us e i n t h e 1 8 6 0s b ut a n y d o c u m e nts p ert ai ni n g t o P etit e 

Vill e o nl y b e gi n t o a p p e ar ar o u n d 1 8 7 0 ( W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3: 2 3-2 4) . T h e p e a k of M étis o c c u p ati o n 
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at t h e sit e a p p e ars t o b e t h e y e ars b et w e e n 1 8 7 1 a n d 1 8 7 4 w h e n it w as a b a n d o n e d a n d t h eir 

r esi d e nts m o v e d t o B at o c h e. It w as d uri n g t h os e y e ars, t h at t h e p o p ul ati o n is esti m at e d t o 

b et w e e n 4 0 a n d 6 0 f a mili es of s e v er al h u n dr e d i n di vi d u als. Wi nt er bis o n h u nti n g st o p p e d b ei n g 

vi a bl e i n t h e ar e a aft er 1 8 7 3 a n d t h e c o m m u nit y m ostl y d e ci d e d t o a d o pt a m or e a gri c ult ur all y 

b as e d lif est yl e a n d w as t h e m oti v ati o n f or t h eir r el o c ati o n  ( W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3: 2 5-2 6) .  

 

4. 7  C hi m n e y C o ul e e  

4. 7. 1  P ost -d e p ositi o n al a n d s ettl e r hist o r y of t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e  

T h e sit e of C hi m n e y C o ul e e b e c a m e w ell k n o w n t o t h e e arl y s ettl er c o m m u nit y w hi c h w o ul d 

e v e nt u all y f or m t h e t o w n of t h e E ast e n d, S as k at c h e w a n. T h e sit e b e c a m e w ell k n o w n i n t h e e arl y 

y e ars d u e t o t h e m u d bri c k  hi v er n a nt  c hi m n e y r e m ai ns t h at w er e still st a n d i n g at t h e sit e. O n e of 

t h e first r esi d e nts a n d l a n d o w n ers n e ar t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e w as a n ot a bl e r esi d e nt k n o w n as 

H ar ol d S. “ C or k y ” J o n es. M ost of t h e sit e w as o n J o n es’ l a n d f or t h e first h alf of t h e 2 0 t h-c e nt ur y. 

H e c a n b e cr e dit e d wit h pr o m oti n g a n d pr ot e cti n g t h e l o c al h erit a g e at t h e sit e. H e pr o vi d e d l o c al 

t o urs of t h e sit e a n d k n e w t h e  l o c ati o n of t h e v ari o us b uil di n gs t h at h e c o ul d as c ert ai n as r el ati n g 

t o t h e v ari o us gr o u ps t h at o c c u pi e d t h e sit e. H e i nstill e d a s e ns e of pri d e i n t h e l o c al hist or y a n d 

li k el y c o ntri b ut e d t o h el pi n g t o pr ot e ct t h e sit e. J o n es r e c or d e d s o m e hist or y C hi m n e y C o ul e e 

a n d w as t h e first t o d o c u m e nt t h e L afr a m b ois e f a mil y as b ei n g a m o n g t h e M étis r esi d e nts at t h e 

sit e ( Hist or y a n d R e mi nis c e n c es of E ast e n d a n d Distri ct. S as k at c h e w a n G ol d e n J u bil e e 1 9 0 5 –  

1 9 5 5 C o m m e m or ati v e V ol u m e.  1 9 5 5: 2 -3) . J o n es r e c all e d s o m e fr a g m e nts of t h e hi v er n a nt  

hist or y, as h e cl ai m e d, s p e a ki n g wit h J o h n L afr a m b ois e i n M a pl e Cr e e k pri or t o his p assi n g i n 

1 9 3 9. T h e J o n es n arr ati v e cl ai ms t h at t h e sit e w as c all e d “ C h a p el C o ul e e ” a n d w as o c c u pi e d b y 
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6 0 M étis f a mili es i n 1 8 7 3 b ut t h es e s p e cifi c d et ails ar e  dis p ut e d b y m a n y i n cl u di n g t h e a ut h or 

( M c C ull o u g h 1 9 9 0: 2 5 6-2 5 7) . T his n arr ati v e b est r efl e cts a diff er e nt sit e at W o o d M o u nt ai n 

k n o w n as C h a p e ll e C o ul e e t h at w as o c c u pi e d i n 1 8 7 3. 

 

Fi g ur e 4 .4  E arl y C hi m n e y C o ul e e.  

C a pti o n e d as “ C hi m n e y C o ul e e, 1 9 1 2. Mrs. M c L e o d a n d Mrs. M orris o n st a n di n g b esi d e t h e l ast 

r e m ai ni n g c hi m n e y. ” P h ot o gr a p h er u n k n o w n.  ( E ast e n d Hist or y S o ci et y 1 9 8 4) 
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Fi g ur e 4 .5  P e o pl e o n h ors e b a c k b esi d e a  c hi m n e y.  

P h ot o gr a p h er u n k n o w n.  ( E ast e n d Hist or y S o ci et y 1 9 8 4) 

 

S o m e e arl y 2 0 t h-c e nt ur y p h ot o gr a p hs of t h e sit e e xist wit h m a n y diff er e nt p e o pl e p osi n g n e ar a 

t all c hi m n e y. I n all p h ot o gr a p hs t his c hi m n e y a p p e ars t o b e t h e s a m e a n d w as all e g e dl y t h e l ast 

c hi m n e y w hi c h c oll a ps e d ar o u n d 1 9 1 5 ( Hist or y a n d R e mi nis c e n c es of E ast e n d a n d Distri ct. 

S as k at c h e w a n G ol d e n J u bil e e 1 9 0 5 –  1 9 5 5 C o m m e m or ati v e V ol u m e.  1 9 5 5: 2 -4) . T hr o u g ho ut  

t h e 1 9 4 0s t o 1 9 6 0s, p h ot o gr a p h er E v er ett B a k er w as a tr a v eli n g s al es m a n a n d w as d e e pl y 

i nt er est e d i n t h e c ult ur e-hist or y of r ur al S as k at c h e w a n. T h a n ks t o his i nt er est i n t h e sit e, m u c h of 

t h e sit e w as d o c u m e nt e d t hr o u g h d et ail e d p h ot o gr a p h y of t h e sit e. I n cl u d e d i n t his, ar e s o m e 

p h ot os fr o m w h e n J o n es l e d a l o c al t o ur of t h e sit e.  

T h e l ar g est i m p a ct of t h e sit e o c c urr e d i n t h e e arl y 1 9 7 0s w h e n t h e n e ar b y r o a d w as  

e x p a n d e d wit h o ut a n y hist ori c al or c ult ur al c o nsi d er ati o ns. T his eff e cti v el y r e m o v e d a l ar g e 
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s e cti o n of t h e sit e a n d t h e ar e a t h at w as k n o w n t o c o nt ai n m a n y of t h e hi v er n a nt  c a bi ns  ( B url e y 

et al.  1 9 9 2:) . B ef or e t his o c c urr e d, a n a m at e ur hist ori a n fr o m M o nt a n a a c c o m p a ni e d B a k er a n d 

m a d e s o m e r u di m e nt ar y s k et c h es a n d m a ps of t h e sit e r e c or di n g t h e st o n e pil es w h er e t h e 

c hi m n e ys o n c e st o o d. T h o u g h T h ai n W hit e’s r e p orts ar e h a n d writt e n a n d n ot gr e atl y d et ail e d, 

t h e y d o pr o vi d e s o m e i nt er pr eti v e v al u e as h e re c or d e d t h e c hi m n e y pil es t o b e at s e mi -r e g ul ar 

i nt er v als a n d al o n g t h e c o ul e e e d g e (a m at e ur hist ori c al r e p orts b y T h ai n W hit e 1 9 6 7). I n his bri ef 

r e p orts, h e o utli n es t h e v ari o us artif a cts h e r el at es t o t h e N W M P o c c u p ati o n at t h e sit e, b ut h e 

als o i n c or p o r at es m usi n gs a b o ut t h e M étis a n d n ot es t h e m a n y c ol o ur e d gl ass b e a ds a n d tr a nsf er 

w ar e c er a mi cs f o u n d ( a m at e ur hist ori c al r e p orts b y T h ai n W hit e 1 9 6 7, 1 9 6 8, 1 9 7 4, 1 9 7 5).  

 

Fi g ur e 4 .6  T h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e i n 1 9 4 9. 

P h ot o b y E v er ett B a k er.  
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4. 7. 2  P ast A r c h a e ol o g y  

T h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e w as first ar c h a e ol o gi c all y r e c or d e d b y  B o n ni c hs e n (1 9 6 7: 2 -3)  a n d fi el d 

cr e w i n 1 9 6 6 as p art of a g e n er al st u d y of t h e l at e hist ori c p eri o d i n t h e C y pr ess Hills w h e n t h e 

l o c ati o n of t hr e e hist ori c c a bi ns w er e n ot e d. T h e sit e w as f or m all y s ur v e y e d a n d m a p p e d i n 1 9 8 6 

b y D a vi d B url e y a n d fi el d cr e w as p art of a pr e vi o u sl y m e nti o n e d l ar g er pr oj e ct t o 

ar c h a e ol o gi c all y s ur v e y v ari o us M étis hi v er n a nt  sit es pri m aril y i n S as k at c h e w a n. B url e y 

r e c or d e d t h e sit e o v er a c o u pl e of d a ys t h e s a m e y e ar it w as d esi g n at e d a Pr o vi n ci al R e cr e ati o n 

Ar e a. T h e y offi ci all y m a p p e d e v er y c ult u r al f e at ur e o n a n d ar o u n d t h e sit e o n b ot h si d es of t h e 

hi g h w a y  ( B url e y et al.  1 9 9 2: 8 9 -9 3) . Dr a wi n g h e a vil y fr o m J o n es’ hist or y of t h e ar e a, t h e y wr ot e 

t h e first c o m pr e h e nsi v e s u m m ar y of t h e M étis hist or y at t h e sit e ( B url e y et al.  1 9 9 2) . U nli k e t h e 

ot h er hi v er n a nt  sit es s ur v e y e d t h e y di d n ot c o n d u ct a n y e x c a v ati o ns d u e t o ti m e c o nstr ai nts. 

T h e y w er e als o n ot ifi e d b y l o c al i nf or m a nts t h at t h e sit e h as s e e n e xt e nsi v e l o oti n g o v er t h e y e ars  

( B url e y et al.  1 9 9 2) . W hil e bri ef, t h eir s ur v e y w as v al u a bl e f o r f ut ur e r es e ar c h ers t o h el p 

n a vi g at e t h e v ari o us, n o w o v er gr o w n, c ult ur al f e at ur es.  

I n 1 9 9 4, t h e first e x c a v ati o ns at  C hi m n e y C o ul e e t o o k pl a c e. L e a d b y J o h n Br a n d o n a n d 

t h e c o ns ult a nt fir m S E D A R, t h e r es e ar c h pr oj e ct o n t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e o p er at e d in 1 9 9 4 

a n d 1 9 9 5. T h e pr oj e ct’s ai m w as t o fi n d t h e Iss a c C o wi e l o n g h o us e m e nti o n e d w h e n h e st a y e d at 

t h e sit e wit h his M étis e m pl o y e es d uri n g t h e wi nt er of 1 8 7 1-1 8 7 2. E x c a v ati o ns c o nti n u e d as a n 

i nf or m al R e gi n a Ar c h a e ol o gi c al S o ci et y ( R A S) fi el d pr oj e ct i n 1 9 9 8 a n d as a fi el d s c h o ol i n 

2 0 0 0 ( Br a n d o n 2 0 0 1: 1-2) . T h e e x c a v ati o n w as c o n c e ntr at e d o n fl at p art of t h e sit e b et w e e n t h e 

k n o w n N W M P o c c u p ati o n ar e a a n d t h e hi v er n a nt  o c c u p ati o n ar e a l o w er al o n g t h e c o ul e e e d g e. 
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T h e r e m ai ns of a n ol d er b ur nt l o n g h o us e  str u ct ur e, w hi c h d o es n ot a p p e ar i n t h e 1 8 7 8 hist ori c 

p h ot o of t h e sit e, w as f o u n d a n d t h e r e m ai ns of t h e N W M P b arr a c ks w as als o i n v esti g at e d 

( Br a n d o n 1 9 9 5: 1 5-4 8) . E x c a v ati o ns d uri n g t h e f o ur s e as o ns m ostl y c o n c e ntr at e d o n t his 

l o n g h o us e str u ct ur e. T h ei r int er pr et ati o ns c o n cl u d e d t h at t h e y h a d f o u n d t h e r e m ai ns of C o wi e’s 

l o n g h o us e b uilt b y his M étis g ui d es i n l at e 1 8 7 1, w hi c h w as s u bs e q u e ntl y b ur n e d d o w n t h e 

s pri n g of 1 8 7 2 ( C o wi e 1 9 1 3: 4 3 2-4 3 7) . T h e artif a ct ass e m bl a g e r e c o v er e d fr o m t h es e e x c a v ati o ns 

r e v e al e d a mi xt ur e of m o d er n artif a cts o n t h e s urfi ci al l a y er, hist ori c E ur o -C a n a di a n  a n d M étis 

ass o ci at e d artif a cts o n t h e s u b -s urfi ci al l a y ers, a n d pr e -c o nt a ct artif a cts o n t h e l o w est l a y ers  

( Br a n d o n 1 9 9 4,  1 9 9 5 , 2 0 0 0, 2 0 0 1) . P ri m aril y wit h t h e us e of v ol u nt e er l a b o ur , o v er 6 0 m/s q w as 

e x c a v at e d o n t h e sit e . Br a n d o n als o e m pl o y e d t h e us e of w et s cr e e ni n g wit h fi n e m es h wi n d o w 

s cr e e n i n t h e 2 0 0 0 fi el d s e as o n a n d r e c o v er e d l ar g e q u a ntiti es of artif a cts w hi c h w o ul d h a v e b e e n 

miss e d wit h tr a diti o n al 1/ 4 -i n ch  or 1/ 8 -i n c h m es h.  

 

Fi g ur e 4 .7  C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e i n 1 9 6 2.  

N ot e t h e c ult ur al d e pr essi o ns. P h ot o b y E v er ett B a k er.  
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4. 7. 3  C u r r e nt A r c h a e ol o g y  

C o n d u cti n g r es e ar c h u n d er t h e E MI T A pr oj e ct, Dr. Kis h a S u p er n a nt l e d a  pr eli mi n ar y s ur v e y of 

t h e M étis hi v er n a nt  ar e a  of t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e i n 2 0 1 3. T his s ur v e y i n cl u d e d m o d er n 

di git al m a p pi n g of t h e sit e f e at ur es n ot e d b y B url e y et al. ( 1 9 9 2) a n d t est e x c a v ati o ns. T h e t est 

e x c a v ati o ns r e v e al e d a l ar g e c o n c e ntr ati o n o f artif a cts n e ar t w o c ult ur al d e pr essi o ns r el ati v el y 

dist a nt fr o m t h e c o ul e e e d g e. T his c o n c e ntr ati o n of artif a cts w as pr es u m e d t o b e ass o ci at e d wit h 

a M étis ass e m bl a g e d u e t o t h e pr es e n c e of gl ass s e e d b e a ds a n d tr a nsf er w ar e c er a mi cs. T h e 

r es ults of 2 0 1 3 t est e x c a v ati o ns b e c a m e  t h e b asis t h at t his pr oj e ct w as  b uilt u p o n d uri n g t h e 2 0 1 7 

a n d 2 0 1 8 fi el d s e as o ns  w hi c h will b e dis c uss e d i n t h e n e xt c h a pt er.  

 

4. 8  C o n cl u si o n  

As s h o w n i n t his c h a pt er, t h e fi el d of M étis hi v er n a nt  ar c h a e ol o g y is still a r el ati v el y n e w o n e. I n  

a ti m e p eri o d of  o v er 5 0 y e ars, a t ot al of si x sit es h a v e b e e n e x pl or e d ar c h a e ol o gi c all y wit h t w o 

of t h e m h a vi n g l ess t h a n 6 m/s q e x c a v at e d. F urt h er m or e, t h e m et h o ds of e x c a v ati o n, a n al ysis, 

a n d r e p orti n g h as c h a n g e d c o nsi d er a bl y as w ell. S u p er n a nt ( 2 0 1 8) als o hi g hli g hts t h e p ot e nti al 

f or diff er e nt r e gi o n al v ari ati o ns as a v ail a bilit y t o l o c al n at ur al r es o ur c es a n d tr a d e g o o ds w o ul d 

diff er. As a r es ult, t h e fi n di n gs fr o m t h es e st u di es h a v e diff er e n c es b ut still r et ai n i m p ort a nt 

el e m e nts of si mil arit y. In g e n er al , t h e M étis hi v er n a nt  m at eri al ass e m bl a g e , b as e d o n t h e li mit e d 

s a m pl e si z e,  is c o nsist e nt b ut t h e n u m b ers a n d pr o p orti o ns of artif a ct t y p es f o u n d v ar y 

c o nsi d er a bl y  ( S u p er n a nt 2 0 1 8). T h e r es e ar c h at P etit e Vill e , i n p arti c ul ar, w as b uilt o n t h e 

m et h o ds of s cr e e ni n g t h at yi el d e d a si g nifi c a nt i n cr e as e i n m at eri al r e m ai ns r e c o v er e d. D u e t o 
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t h es e s u c c ess es, t h e e x c a v ati o ns at C hi m n e y C o ul e e, o utli n e d i n t h e n e xt c h a pt er, h a v e b uilt o n 

t h e r es e ar c h fr o m all of t h es e p ast st u di es.  
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C H A P T E R 5  A R C H A E O L O G I C A L R E S U L T S  

5. 1  I nt r o d u cti o n  

T his c h a pt er pr es e nts t h e ar c h a e ol o gi c al r es ults fr o m t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e f or t h e 2 0 1 7 a n d 

2 0 1 8 fi el d s e as o ns.  E x c a v ati o n a n d s cr e e ni n g m et h o ds w er e b uilt u p o n t h e s u c c ess  of pr e vi o us 

r es e ar c h o n M étis hi v er n a nt  ar c h a e ol o g y , m ost n ot a bl y W ei n b e n d er ( 2 0 0 3) . I n t ot al, s e v e n 1. 0 

m etr e b y 1. 0 m etr e u nits w er e e x c a v at e d a cr oss t h e t w o fi el d s e as o ns. Gr e at c ar e w as t a k e n i n 

b ot h t h e e x c a v ati o n a n d artif a ct r e c o v er y st a g e w hi c h yi el d e d a hi g h artif a ct c o u nt ( n = 1 2 0 1 3), 

c o nsi d eri n g t h e s c o p e of t h e st u d y . T h e artif a ct c o u nts a n d n ot a bl e fi n ds ar e pr es e nt e d f or e a c h 

u nit. A w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e w as f o u n d t o tr a ns e ct all b ut o n e  of t h e s e v e n u nit s. T his f e at ur e is 

i nt er pr et e d as t h e p oorl y pr es er v e d r e m ai ns of a c a bi n w all  w hi c h w as li k el y r e m o v e d s o m eti m e 

aft er  t h e sit e w as a b a n d o n e d w h e n t h e ti m b ers w er e r e us e d i n t h e m o d er n t o w nsit e . Artif a cts 

r el at e d t o a cti viti es s u c h as b e a di n g,  s e wi n g, a n d t h e us e of d e c or at e d tr a nsf er w ar e c er a mi cs w er e  

f o u n d i n m u c h gr e at er q u a ntiti es o n t h e w est er n si d e of t his f e at ur e . It w as o n t his s a m e si d e  

w h er e m a n y  ot h er artif a cts t y pi c al of a d o m esti c  ass o ci at e d h o us e h ol d  w er e f o u n d , s u g g esti n g 

t h at t his w as t h e i nt eri or of t h e c a bi n. T h e t ot al artif a ct ass e m bl a g e str o n gl y c orr el at es wit h a 

M étis hi v er n a nt  ass e m bl a g e of a f a mil y u nit b as e d o n t h e  f e w si mil ar sit es r es e ar c h e d.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .1  C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e.  

 a. T h e c a bi n w hi c h is  t h e fo c us of t his st u d y. b. A p pr o xi m at e ar e a of t h e Is a a c C o wi e l o n g h o us e 

st u di e d b y  Br a n d o n  ( 1 9 9 4; 1 9 9 5; 2 0 0 0). c. Ar e a of N W M P b uil di n gs als o st u di e d b y Br a n d o n  

( 1 9 9 4; 1 9 9 5; 2 0 0 0; 2 0 0 1). 
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5. 2  R e s e a r c h G o als  

5. 2. 1  R es e a r c h g o als f o r t h e 2 0 1 3 Fi el d S e as o n  

T his r es e ar c h b e g a n i n 2 0 1 3 as a f o u n d ati o n al E MI T A ( E x pl ori n g M étis I d e ntit y T hr o u g h 

Ar c h a e ol o g y) pr oj e ct l e d b y Dr. Kis h a S u p er n a nt at t h e U ni v ersit y of Al b ert a. T h e pr oj e ct s et o ut 

t o r e vi v e a n d b e gi n t o fill  t h e v ast k n o wl e d g e g a p t h at is M étis ar c h a e ol o g y i n w est er n C a n a d a. 

Br o a dl y s p e a ki n g, t h e r es e ar c h g o als f or t h e 2 0 1 3 fi el d s e as o n w er e e x pl or at or y i n n at ur e. It 

b e g u n b y r e-e x a mi ni n g a k n o w n M étis hi v er n a nt  ar e a . C hi m n e y C o ul e e w as i d e al f or t his as it 

h a d b e e n a d esi g n at e d Pr o vi n ci al R e cr e ati o n Ar e a si n c e 1 9 8 6 a n d pr o vi d e d e as y a c c ess f or st u d y. 

A n ot h er r es e ar c h g o al w as t o r es ur v e y t h e sit e m ai nl y b as e d o n t h e 1 9 8 6 st u d y c o n d u ct e d b y 

B url e y  et al.  (1 9 9 2: 8 5 -9 4) . Fr o m t h er e, t h e y tri e d t o i d e ntif y t h e ar e a w h er e M étis hi v er n a nt  

c a bi ns w er e k n o w n t o h a v e e xist e d. T o d o t his, t est e x c a v ati o ns w er e c o n d u ct e d t o att e m pt t o  

l o c at e o n e of t h es e c a bi ns b as e d o n a g e n er all y k n o w n ass e m bl a g e . Ulti m at el y, t h e 2 0 1 3 st u d y 

f ulfill e d its r ol e i n est a blis hi n g a f o u n d ati o n f or f ut ur e r es e ar c h as a n artif a ct c o n c e ntr ati o n 

i n cl u di n g hist ori c tr a nsf er w ar e c er a mi c a n d c ol o ur e d gl ass b e a ds wer e f o u n d i n a 5 0 c m x 1 0 0 c m 

t est u nit. D u e t o ti m e c o nstr ai nts, t h e u nit w as l eft u nfi nis h e d a n d b a c kfill e d.  

 

5. 2. 2  R es e a r c h g o als f o r t h e 2 0 1 7 fi el d se as o n  

T h e first m aj or e x c a v ati o ns f or t his st u d y b e g a n i n t h e 2 0 1 7 fi el d s e as o n. T h e r es e ar c h g o als 

w er e b as e d o n t h e fi n di n gs fr o m t h e pr e vi o us s ur v e y  wit h t h e i niti al t as k of  c o m pl et i n g a n d 

e x p a n d i n g t h e 2 0 1 3 t est u nit t o 1. 0 m et r e b y  1 . 0 m etr e i n si z e. Fr o m t h er e, t h e g o al w as t o 

e x pl or e a n d e x p a n d t h e e x c a v ati o n i nt o t h e dir e cti o n wit h t h e m ost hist ori c artif a ct p ot e nti al. 

T his w o ul d b e b as e d o n b ot h q u alit y, q u a ntit y, s e di m e nt ati o n, str ati gr a p h y, a n d pr o xi mit y t o 
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a dj a c e nt sit e f e at ur es. T h e o v er ar c hi n g r es e ar c h q u esti o n , if p ossi bl e, w as t o c o nfir m or d e n y t h e 

pr es e n c e of a M étis hi v er n a nt  c a bi n b as e d o n t h e m at eri al fi n ds a n d f e at ur es f o u n d t hr o u g h 

e x c a v ati o n. T h es e m et h o ds wi ll b e dis c uss e d l at er i n t hi s c h a pt er. O v er all, t h e r es e ar c h g o als of 

t h e 2 0 1 7 fi el d s e as o n w er e m o d est, str ai g htf or w ar d, a n d, as dis c uss e d l at er, s u c c essf ul.  

 

5. 2. 3  R es e a r c h g o als f o r t h e 2 0 1 8 Fi el d S e as o n  

T h e e x c a v ati o ns f or t h e 2 0 1 8 fi el d s e as o n w er e , i n ess e n c e, a f oll o w u p o n t h e s u c c ess es fr o m t h e 

pr e vi o us y e ar. T h e r e m ai ns of a pr o p os e d M étis hi v er n a nt  c a bi n h a d b e e n i d e ntifi e d a n d a l ar g e 

s a m pl e of hist ori c artif a cts s u p p orti n g t his h y p ot h esis h a d b e e n r e c o v er e d. O n e f oll o w -u p 

r es e ar c h q u esti o n  w as t o i n v esti g at e a w o o d y tr e n c h f e a t ur e w hi c h w as b eli e v e d t o b e t h e 

fr a g m e nt ar y r e m ai ns of a n e xt eri or  c a bi n w all. T o d o t his, a s eri es of 1 . 0 m x 1 . 0 m u nits w er e t o 

b e pl a c e d t o fi n d t h e e xt e n d of t his f e at ur e. S e c o n dl y, it w as d et er mi n e d t h at a l ar g er s a m pl e si z e 

of artif a cts w as  n e e d e d , a n d o n e u nit w as pl a c e d i n a n ar e a t h at w as d et er mi n e d t o b e w h oll y 

wit hi n t h e pr o p os e d c a bi n f o ot pri nt. A n a d diti o n al g o al of t h e 2 0 1 8 fi el d s e as o n w as t o bri n g 

a w ar e n ess t o t his r es e ar c h a n d , m or e br o a dl y , M étis ar c h a e ol o g y as a fil m cr e w w as o n sit e f or a 

p orti o n of t h e e x c a v ati o ns.  

 

5. 2. 4  R es e a r c h g o als of t his st u d y  

I n t h e br o a d est t er ms, t his r es e ar c h is d esi g n e d t o pr o vi d e a c o m pr e h e nsi v e b as eli n e st u d y t o t h e 

M étis c o m p o n e nt of t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e sit e. T his  st u d y h o p es t o a d d v al u a bl e i nsi g ht a n d d at a 

t o t h e li mit e d s p h er e of hi v er n a nt  ar c h a e ol o g y i n w est er n C a n a d a. T o d o s o, t h e g o al  is t o 

c o m bi n e c o m pr e h e nsi v e  hist ori c al a n d ar c h a e ol o gi c al d at a t o pr o vi d e a b ett er u n d erst a n di n g of 
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t h e sit e a n d t o f ut ur e r es e ar c h ers. A n ot h er g o al is t o bri efl y l o o k at t h e ar c h a e ol o gi c al d at a 

s p ati all y a n d t o c o m p ar e t ot al fi n ds r e c o v er e d t o o n e ot h er st u d y wit h si mil ar r es ults . D oi n g s o 

will h el p t o c o ntri b ut e a n d  f urt h er est a blis h a n y i nsi g hts t o t h e c urr e ntl y k n o w n M étis h i v er n a nt 

ass e m bl a g e. Fi n all y, a m aj or g o al i n t his st u d y is t o b uil d u p o n s u c c essf ul a n d u ni q u e m et h o ds of 

e x c a v ati o n l ai d o ut b y pr e vi o us r es e ar c h ers i n t his fi el d ( W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3). I n ess e n c e, t his 

st u d y h o p es t o pr o vi d e a str o n g b as eli n e st u d y of t h e  hist ori c M étis of C hi m n e y C o ul e e f or ot h er 

r es e ar c h ers t o s u c c essf ull y b uil d u p o n.  

 

5. 3  M et h o d ol o g y a n d P r o c e d u r es  

5. 3. 1  C o nsi d e r ati o ns f o r hi v er n a nt  a r c h a e ol o g y  

T h er e ar e a f e w u ni q u e f e at ur es of hi v er n a nt  ar c h a e ol o g y w hi c h w arr a nt dis c ussi o n. T h e first of 

w hi c h is a g e n er al li mit ati o n of b a c k gr o u n d i nf or m ati o n. As hi g hli g ht e d i n t h e pr e vi o us c h a pt er, 

o nl y a h a n df ul of st u di es h a v e o c c urr e d o v er t h e p ast h alf c e nt ur y, w hil e m et h o ds, t e c h n ol o g y, 

a n d a v ail a bi lit y of i nf or m ati o n h a v e c h a n g e d d uri n g t h at ti m e. A d diti o n all y, w hil e t h e f e w 

e x a m pl es pr es e nt h a v e s o m e w h at i d e ntifi e d a c o nsist e nt ass e m bl a g e, t h e t ot al q u a ntiti es of 

artif a cts ar e m ostl y i n c o nsist e nt d u e t o fr a g m e nt ati o n ( W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3:7 5, 1 3 5 -1 5 6 ). T h e  

li mit e d s a m pl e si z e of sit es als o o p e ns  t h e p ossi biliti es f or f ut ur e e x c a v ati o ns t o r e v e al 

u n e x p e ct e d r es ults. I nt er pr et ati o ns of artif a cts a n d t h eir us e ar e  als o o p e n t o v ari o us  r e-

i nt er pr et ati o ns as m a n y a m bi g uiti es aris e. T his is d u e i n p art of  t h e li mit e d hist ori c al a c c o u nts, 

es p e ci all y fr o m M étis p ers p e cti v es, w hi c h r estri ct o ur f ull u n d erst a n di n g a n d i nt er pr et ati o ns of 

fi n ds. M a n y of t h e pr e vi o us st u di es h a d c h all e n gi n g  n at ur al d e p ositi o n d u e t o t h es e sit es e xisti n g 

i n a n as p e n p ar kl a n d e n vir o n m e nt s u c h as B uff al o L a k e  a n d  P etit e Vill e. C hi m n e y C o ul e e m ostl y 
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di d n ot h a v e t h es e iss u es a n d pr es er v ati o n w as g o o d  d u e t o t h e  dr y  pr airi e e n vir o n m e nt  a n d 

c h er n o z e mi c s oils . H o w e v er, i nt er pr et ati o n fr o m t h e str ati gr a p h y c a n b e diffi c ult d u e t o w h e n 

t h es e sp a c es w er e l ast o c c u pi e d ( 1 5 0 -1 7 0 y e ars a g o) i n c o ntr ast t o t h e t ot al l e n gt h of ti m e 

o c c u pi e d ( 5 -1 0 y e ars). T h e p h ysi c al si z e of artif a cts f o u n d at hi v er n a nt  sit es als o  pr o vi d es a  

u ni q u e  c h all e n g e  w hi c h will b e dis c uss e d l at er (s e e. W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3 :1 5 6 -1 5 8 ). L astl y, 

t e c h n ol o g y h as c h a n g e d si g nifi c a ntl y i n t h e t w o d e c a d es fr o m e v e n t h e l ast m aj or st u d y of 

hi v er n a nt  ar c h a e ol o g y. As a r es ult, o pti m al m et h o ds ar e al w a ys b ei n g e x pl or e d a n d f o u n d  (s e e. 

W a ds w ort h 2 0 2 0) . 

 

5. 3. 2  E x c a v ati o ns i n v ol v e d i n t his st u d y  

T his s e cti o n c o v ers t h e m et h o ds a n d pr o c e d ur es fr o m t w o fi el d s e as o ns  at t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e 

sit e, 2 0 1 7 a n d 2 0 1 8. T h e c o m bi n e d t ot al ar e a e x c a v at e d w as s e v e n  s q u ar e m etr es , all wit hi n o n e 

e x c a v ati o n bl o c k. T h e w or k c o n d u ct e d w as di vi d e d i nt o s e v e n e x c a v ati o n u nits wit h t h e 

ass o ci at e d l a b els of E U 1 t hr o u g h E U 7. T h e y w er e all c o m pl et e d i n t h eir s e q u e nti al n u m eri c 

or d er wit h E U 1 b ei n g e x c a v at e d first a n d E U 7 l ast. T h e 2 0 1 7 fi el d s e as o n s a w  u nits  E U 1 –  3 

c o m pl et e d wit h u nits E U 4 –  7 e x c a v at e d  i n 2 0 1 8. E a c h u nit w as f urt h er br o k e n d o w n i nt o f o ur 

e x c a v ati o n q u a dr a nts:  n ort h w est, n ort h e ast, s o ut h w est, a n d s o ut h e ast. All f o ur q u a dr a nts wit hi n 

e a c h u nit w er e e x c a v at e d si m ult a n e o usl y. T h e a ut h or w as a cti v el y i n v ol v e d i n t h e e x c a v ati o n of 

e v er y u nit i n b ot h f i eld  s e as o ns a n d w as t h e pri m ar y s u p er vis or i n 2 0 1 7 a n d a n assist a nt  fi el d 

s u p er vis or f or t h e 2 0 1 8 e x c a v ati o ns u n d er t h e dir e cti o n of Dr. Kis h a S u p er n a nt. A c o u pl e of 

hir e d t e a c hi n g assist a nts fr o m t h e U ni v ersit y of Al b ert a w er e pr es e nt f or t h e 2 0 1 8 e x c a v ati o n a n d  

b ot h st u d e nt a n d v ol u nt e er h el p w er e utili z e d f or b ot h y e ars. T h e 2 0 1 7 e x c a v ati o ns o c c urr e d o v er 
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a f o ur -w e e k p eri o d i n A u g ust a n d S e pt e m b er wit h artif a ct s cr e e ni n g o c c urri n g o v er a n a d diti o n al 

t w o-w e e k p eri o d i n S e pt e m b er a n d O ct o b er. T h e 2 0 1 8 e x c a v ati o ns  o c c urr e d o v er a t hr e e -w e e k 

p eri o d i n J u n e a n d J ul y wit h artif a ct s cr e e ni n g  o c c urri n g o v er a n a d diti o n al t w o -w e e k p eri o d i n 

J ul y a n d A u g ust. A d diti o n al e x c a v ati o ns w er e c o n d u ct e d i n 2 0 1 9 a n d 2 0 2 2 w hi c h will n ot b e 

dis c uss e d i n t his st u d y as t h e y i n v ol v e e x p eri m e nt ati o n wit h diff er e nt m et h o ds , t e c h n ol o g y, a n d 

m ostl y diff er e nt ar e as of t h e sit e  ( W a ds w ort h 2 0 2 0; G a ut hi er 2 0 2 3). 

 

5. 3. 3  E x c a v ati o n m et h o ds a n d a rtif a ct r et ri e v al  

F or t h e m ost p art, t y pi c al e x c a v ati o n m et h o ds w er e e m pl o y e d d uri n g  t his r es e ar c h. E x c a v ati o n 

w as i niti all y c o n d u ct e d wit h tr o w els  a n d li n e l e v els wit h t hr e e -p oi nt pr o v e ni e n c e i n t h e 2 0 1 7 a n d 

t h e us e of a t ot al st ati o n i n 2 0 1 8 f or artif a ct r etri e v al. T his w as t h e first m aj or e x c a v ati o n u n d er 

t h e E MI T A pr oj e ct,  s o e xt e nsi v e c ar e w as t a k e n t hr o u g h b ot h y e ars of t h e st u d y. T h e i d e a w as t o 

r etri e v e as m a n y artif a cts as p ossi bl e  a n d m ai nt ai n  f e at ur es i n t h eir ori gi n al c o nt e xt. C o nti n u al 

ass ess m e nt of  e x c a v ati o n m a n n er a n d s p e e d  w as c o nsi d er e d . G e n er all y, m or e c ar e  w as t a k e n 

wit h i n u nits wit h l ess dist ur b a n c es  a n d wit hi n a pr o p os e d c a bi n l a y er , t h a n i n u nits wit h 

o bs er v a bl e n at ur al dist ur b a n c es. E x p eri e n c es a c q uir e d  h er e will b e a p pli e d i n f ut ur e E MI T A 

st u di es . 

 As pr e vi o usl y m e nti o n e d, a  t ot al of s e v e n 1 . 0 m x 1 . 0 m u nits w er e e x c a v at e d i n f o ur 

i nt er c ar di n al q u a dr a nts. T h e u nits w er e e x c a v at e d i n n at ur al str ati gr a p hi c  l a y ers usi n g ar bitr ar y  5 

c m  l e v els. O v er all, t h er e w er e s o m e diff er e n c es b et w e e n t h e u nits , as t h er e w as a sli g ht n ort h -

f a ci n g sl o p e. I n t ot al t h er e w er e f o ur l a y ers d esi g n at e d a cr oss all u nits. L a y er “ A ” w as t h e l a y er 

of t o ps oil wit h a hi g h c o n c e ntr ati o n of gr ass r o ots a n d mi x e d m o d er n s oils. L a y er “ B ” w as t h e 
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l a y er dir e ctl y u n d er n e at h t h e t o psoil a n d w as m ostl y u nif or m a cr oss all t h e u nits. L a y er “ C ” w as 

t h e d esi g n at e d o c c u p ati o n l a y er f or t h e pr o p os e d c a bi n f e at ur e, a n d it v ari e d c o nsi d er a bl y 

b et w e e n t h e w est er n a n d e ast er n si d es of t h e e ntir e e x c a v ati o n bl o c k . I n t h e u nits d et er mi n e d t o 

b e o u tsi d e of t h e c a bi n, it oft e n r es e m bl e d t h e “ B ” l a y er or “ D ” l a y er b ut still c o nt ai n e d hist ori c 

artif a cts . I n t h e u nits , or q u a dr a nts of u nits , wit hi n t h e pr o p os e d c a bi n, t h e c o m p a cti o n, 

c ol o ur ati o n, a n d artif a ct q u a ntit y w er e q uit e a p p ar e nt. L a y er “ D ” w as d et er mi n e d t o b e b el o w t h e 

o c c u p ati o n l a y er a n d w as c o nsist e nt a cr oss all u nits. T his b ott o m l a y er w as al w a ys k n o w n b y t h e 

s u d d e n c ess ati o n  of hist ori c artif a cts c o m bi n e d wit h a cl e ar s oil c h a n g e. Ar bitr ar y 5  c m l e v els 

w er e us e d a cr oss all u nits wit h m ost l a y ers h a vi n g o n e, t w o, a n d o c c asi o n all y  t hr e e l e v els. 

 Artif a ct r etri e v al diff er e d  sli g htl y b et w e e n  b ot h fi el d s e as o ns. W hil e s u bst a nti al eff orts 

w er e m a d e t o r etri e v e as m a n y artif a cts as p ossi bl e  i n sit u, t h e v ast m aj orit y w er e f o u n d i n t h e 

s cr e e ni n g pr o c ess d u e t o t h e s m all si z e of t h e artif a cts. F or t h e s a m pl e t h at w er e f o u n d i n sit u, 

t hr e e-p oi nt pr o v e ni e n c e m e as ur e m e nts w er e t a k e n wit h a li n e l e v el i n t h e 2 0 1 7 e x c a v ati o ns. I n 

a d diti o n t o t his , a n ar bitr ar y d at u m w as us e d f or m e as uri n g d e pt h a n d w as k e pt c o nsist e nt f or all 

u nits f or b ot h y e ars. A t ot al st ati o n w as us e d f or all i n sit u artif a cts f o u n d i n t h e 2 0 1 8 fi el d 

s e as o n. T h e i n sit u d at a h as n ot b e e n c orr e ct e d a n d c o or di n at e d f or t his st u d y. I n g e n er al, m a n y 

of t h e m e di u m t o l ar g e artif a cts w er e f o u n d a n d r e c or d e d i n sit u. O v er all, t h e i n sit u artif a cts 

r e pr es e nt a s m all n u m b er of t ot al artif a cts f o u n d a n d ar e b ett er r e pr es e nt e d i n u nits wit h b ett er 

pr es er v ati o n a n d l ess n at ur al dist ur b a n c es . 

 T h e m et h o d of fi n e s cr e e ni n g w as b uilt o n t h e r e c o m m e n d ati o n a n d s u c c ess of pr e vi o us 

e x c a v ati o ns i n M étis hi v er n a nt  st u di es ( W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3 :1 5 6 -1 5 8 ). T h e l a y er “ A ”  t o ps oil w as 

f o u n d t o o diffi c ult a n d c u m b ers o m e f or eff e cti v e us e  of fi n e m es h s cr e e ni n g t h at w as e m pl o y e d 
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i n ot h er l a y ers. I n a d diti o n, t h e “ A ” l a y er w as f o u n d t o yi el d v er y f e w hist ori c artif a cts of 

r el e v a n c e a n d w as mi x e d wit h m o d er n m at eri als. As a r es ult, all t h e “ A ” l a y er s e di m e nt w as 

s cr e e n e d i n 1/ 8 ” i n c h s cr e e n ( 3. 1 8  m m ). F or all ot h er l a y ers, t h e s e di m e nt w as c oll e ct e d i nt o 

w o v e n p ol y pr o p yl e n e b a gs a n d fi n e m es h s cr e e n e d offsit e. T h e s p e cifi c m et h o d of fi n e  m es h 

s cr e e ni n g wit h hi g hl y r efl e cti v e m et al s cr e e n w as d e v el o p e d fr o m tri al a n d err or wit h s e di m e nt 

pri m aril y fr o m E U 1. A hi g hl y d ur a bl e, bri g ht al u mi ni u m (< 1. 5 m m) m es h s cr e e n w as f o u n d t o b e 

t h e m ost eff e cti v e t y p e of f or t his w or k a n d r e q uir e d c o nst a nt r e pl a c e m e nt . T his s cr e e n w as l ai d 

o nt o t w o r e g ul ar 1/ 8 ” i n c h (3 .1 8  m m) st a n di n g s cr e e ns t o c o m pl et el y c o v er t h e t o p s cr e e n  (s e e 

Fi g ur e 5 .2 ). S e di m e nt w as pl a c e d o n t h e fi n e m es h a n d a c o nti n u o us l y fl o wi n g s o ur c e of w at er 

w as us e d t o mi x a n d sl o wl y dr ai n a w a y t h e s e di m e nt. T h e r e m ai ni n g artif a cts w er e r etri e v e d b y 

h a n d or, i n t h e  c as e of s e e d b e a ds, wit h  d e nt al pi c ks a n d t h e n pl a c e d i nt o pl asti c b a gs. T h is 

s cr e e ni n g m et h o d w as f o u n d t o b e eff e cti v e i n fi n di n g all hi g hl y fr a g m e nt e d  artif a cts of s u b -

milli m et er si z e  t h o u g h hi g hl y ti m e c o ns u mi n g.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .2  E x a m pl e of w et s cr e e ni n g s e di m e nt wit h r efl e cti v e wi n d o w s cr e e n.  

J o a n H o d gi ns a n d M el Fit c h i n p h ot o.  

 

5. 3. 4  A rtif a ct a n al ysis  

Artif a cts w er e c at al o g u e d a n d ar e a n al ys e d a c c or di n g t o a f u n cti o n al c at e g or y s yst e m  si mil ar t o 

pr e vi o us st u di es (s e e W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3) . It cl assifi es hist ori c artif a cts a c c or di n g t o t h eir 

f u n cti o n al c at e g ori es a n d s u b-c at e g ori es. T his s yst e m is b as e d o n pr e vi o usl y d e v el o p e d s yst e ms 

b y S pr a g u e ( 1 9 8 1) . T h er e ar e s o m e  li mit ati o ns t o t his s yst e m of cl assifi c ati o n as w e c a n n e v er b e 

c ert ai n w h at f u n cti o n s o m e of t h es e artif a cts w er e us e d , r e us e d, or m o difi e d as i n a s p e cifi c  

hi v er n a nt  c o nt e xt. D u e t o t h e g e n er al r e m ot e n at ur e of t h es e s ettl e m e nts, m a n y artif a cts mi g ht 

h a v e b e e n us e d or r e -us e d i n diff er e nt w a ys a n d i n m a n n ers n ot f ull y k n o w n. S o m e of t h es e 
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li mit ati o ns i n si mil ar c o nt e xts h a v e b e e n dis c uss e d b y ot h er r es e ar c h ers o n  b ot h M étis a n d n o n -

M étis sit es  ( S z ot 2 0 2 2: 3 5-3 6; W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3: 5 3 -5 5) . T h e a ut h or s u g g es ts t h at f ut ur e 

r es e ar c h ers d e v el o p a s yst e m m or e c o n d u ci v e a n d i n cl usi v e f or a M étis s p e cifi c d at a b as e  w h er e 

p ossi bl e.  

T h e  us e of t h e  f u n cti o n al c at e g ori es a n d s u b-c at e g ori es i n t his st u d y w er e m o d el e d , w h er e 

a p pli c a bl e,  aft er W ei n b e n d er ( 2 0 0 3: 7 5 -7 6) . I n t ot al, si x f u n cti o n al c at e g ori es w er e us e d f or t his 

st u d y. T h e “ P ers o n al a n d R e cr e ati o n al ”  c at e g or y w as f urt h er br o k e n i nt o t h e s u b -c at e g ori es of 

“ A d or n m e nt ” , “ Cl ot hi n g ” , “ Rit u al ” , a n d “ Mis c ell a n e o us ” . T h e “ Ar c hit e ct ur al ”  c at e g or y c o nt ai ns 

t h e s u b-c at e g or y of “ M a c hi n e C ut N ail ” , “ Wi n d o w Gl ass ” , a n d “ C hi n ki n g ” . T h e c at e g or y of 

“ H o us e h ol d A cti viti es ”  w as s e p ar at e d i nt o “ S e wi n g ” , “ B o d y C ar e ” , a n d “ L a m p Gl ass ”  s u b -

c at e g ori es. T h e “ Kit c h e n ”  c at e g or y i n cl u d e d “ C er a mi c ” , “ L e a d F oil ” , a n d “ Gl ass C o nt ai n er ”  

s u b -c at e g ori es. T h e “ H u nti n g a n d D ef e ns e ”  c at e g or y c o nt ai n e d t h e s u b -c at e g ori es of “ L e a d 

S h ot ” , “ A m m u niti o n ” , “ Fir e ar ms ” , a n d “ Mis c ell a n e o us ” . A c at e g or y f or “ B usi n ess a n d 

T r a ns p ort ati o n”  w o ul d h a v e b e e n us e d b ut n o artif a ct w as f o u n d t o f all wit hi n t his c at e g or y. 

L astl y, a n e xt e nsi v e “ Mis c ell a n e o us ”  c at e g or y w as us e d f or m a n y ot h er artif a cts r e c o v er e d s u c h 

as “ Fl or a ” , “ F a u n al ” , “ Lit hi cs ” , a n d v ari o us ot h ers s u b-c at e g ori es n ot t h e pri m ar y f o c us of t his 

st u d y. F a u n al a n d lit hi cs w er e m ostl y n ot i n cl u d e d i n t his a n al ysis a n d ar e c urr e ntl y b ei n g 

e x a mi n e d  b y ot h er s c h ol ars. W h er e a p pli c a bl e, e x c e pti o n al artif a ct s fr o m t h es e c at e g ori es will b e 

i n cl u d e d f or a bri ef d es cri pti o n. 
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Fi g ur e 5 .3  U nit l o c ati o ns a n d y e ar e x c a v at e d  wit h  c a bi n w all i n di c at e d.  

 

5. 3. 5  Li mit ati o ns  

A dis c ussi o n r e g ar di n g t h e li mit ati o ns of t his st u d y is n e c ess ar y t o hi g hli g ht. Firstl y, t h e m ost 

o b vi o us li mit ati o n i n t his r es e ar c h is si m pl y t h at t h er e ar e n ot m a n y pr e vi o us st u di es t o dr a w 

u p o n. F or t h os e i n v ol v e d i n t his st u d y, i n cl u di n g t h e a ut h or a nd all t h e v ol u nt e ers, pr e vi o us 

e x p eri e n c e e x c a v ati n g a M étis hi v er n a nt  c a bi n  w as a bs e nt. T his li mit ati o n i n b a c k gr o u n d 

k n o wl e d g e w as a c o nsi d er a bl e l e ar ni n g c ur v e a n d t e m p or aril y aff e ct e d t h e c at al o g ui n g a n d 
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i nt er pr et ati o n of artif a cts. I n a d diti o n, v ol u nte er l a b o ur fr o m i n di vi d u als wit h n o pri or 

ar c h a e ol o g y e x p eri e n c e w as gr e atl y n e e d e d a n d a p pr e ci at e d b ut, o n o c c asi o n, at t h e e x p e ns e of 

a c c ur a c y i n v ari o us st a g es of t h e r es e ar c h.  

S o m e m et h o ds f o u n d t o b e eff e cti v e w er e t h e r es ult of c ar ef ul e x c a v ati o n, tr i al a n d err or, 

a n d a g e n er al att e m pti n g t o d o c u m e nt e v er yt hi n g. All eff orts w er e m a d e t o c orr e ct f or u nf or es e e n 

err or s b ut at t h e e x p e ns e of ti m e. F or t h at r e as o n, o nl y t hr e e 1 . 0 m x 1 . 0 m u nits w er e e x c a v at e d 

d uri n g t h e f o ur w e e ks of t h e 2 0 1 7 fi el d s e as o n . It w as als o d uri n g t h at y e ar t h at t hr e e-p oi nt 

pr o v e ni e n c e w as us e d b ut h as li mit e d a c c ur a c y  f or artif a cts of s u c h a s m all si z e. R e g ar di n g  

artif a ct si z e, p arti c ul arl y t h e t h o us a n ds of dr a w n gl ass s e e d b e a ds  l ess t h a n 2 m m i n di a m et er, w as 

a n iss u e t h at w as  diffi c ult t o w or k wit h i n al m ost e v er y p art of t h e e x c a v ati o n, r e c o v er y, a n d l at er 

c at al o g ui n g. S o m e b e a ds w er e l ost d uri n g t h e v ari o us pr o c ess es , b ut t h e o v er all n u m b er is s m all 

e n o u g h t o b e st atisti c all y i nsi g nifi c a nt. 

F or t h e p h ysi c al e x c a v ati o n, t h e s e di m e nt a n d c o m p a cti o n c h a n g es w er e n ot al w a ys cl e ar. 

T h e b est p ossi bl e j o b w as a c c o m plis h e d at t h e ti m e b ut r o o m f or i nt er pr et ati o n c ert ai nl y e xists. 

N at ur al dist ur b a n c es w er e n u m er o us a n d disr u pti v e i n s o m e u nits, p arti c ul arit y i n t h e u nits o n t h e 

n ort h e r n h alf of t h e e x c a v ati o n. T o f urt h er c o m pli c at e m att er s, t h e sit e h as s e e n a n e xt e nsi v e 

hist or y of p ot h u nti n g a n d ill e g al c oll e cti o n of artif a cts. A c c or di n g t o l o c als, m u c h of t his 

h a p p e n e d o v er t h e y e ars pri or t o  est a blis h e d  h erit a g e l a ws i n t h e pr o vi n c e . D es pit e t his, 

p ot h u nti n g h as p ersist e d  i n r e c e nt y e ars b ut h o p ef ull y t o a s m all er d e gr e e. W h e n t h e fi el d cr e w 

arri v e d o n sit e i n 2 0 1 7, e vi d e n c e of r e c e nt  h ol es li k el y m a d e b y a  m et al d et e ct or ist w er e  pr es e nt 

o n t h e sit e. T h e ar e a i m m e di at el y wit hi n t h e 2 0 1 7 a n d 2 0 1 8 e x c a v ati o ns a p p e ars t o h a v e b e e n 

fr e e fr o m t his t y p e of h u m a n dist ur b a n c e b ut m a y  h a v e o c c urr e d i n t h e p ast.  
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5. 4  U nit  R e s ult s  

5. 4. 1  E x c a v ati o n U nit 1  

5. 4. 1. 1  U nit D es cri pti o n  

T his u nit w as ori gi n all y st art e d as a n e x pl or at or y t est u nit of 5 0  c m x 5 0  c m i n si z e d uri n g t h e 

2 0 1 3 fi el d s e as o n. T his t est u nit w as pl a c e d i n t h e g e n er al ar e a d e e m e d  t o b e hi g h p ot e nti al f or 

fi n di n g M étis ass o ci at e d m at eri al r e m ai ns. B as e d o n t h e  pr e vi o us sit e s ur v e y  c o n d u ct e d i n 1 9 8 6 

b y  B url e y et al. ( 1 9 9 2: 8 5 -9 4) , t he ar e a b y t h e t est u nit w as cl os e t o  f e at ur es d es cri b e d as 

d e pr essi o ns a n d  a c hi m n e y pil e . T his l o c ati o n w as c h os e n f or its ass o ci ati o n of t h es e n e ar b y 

f e at ur es b ut als o f or b ei n g o utsi d e of a tr e e d ar e a a n d t h er ef or e l ess r o ots a n d dist ur b a n c es. T h e 

ori gi n al t es t u nit w as e x p a n d e d t o a si z e of 1 0 0 c m x  5 0 c m u p o n r e v e ali n g hist ori c artif a cts s u c h 

as c orr o d e d s h e et m et al, b e a ds, a n d a n ail. M ost of t h e s e di m e nt w as c oll e ct e d fr o m t h e t est 

e x c a v ati o n a n d w er e s cr e e n e d wit h a fi n e m es h s cr e e n at a l at er ti m e. D u e t o ti m e c o nstr ai nts, t h e 

e x p a n d e d t est u nit w as l eft u nfi nis h e d. I n t h e 2 0 1 7 fi el d s e as o n, t h e t est u nit w as first c o m pl et e d 

b ef or e t h e d e cisi o n w as m a d e t o e x p a n d it i nt o a 1 . 0 m x 1 . 0 m u nit. It w as e x p a n d e d t o t h e w est 

t o fi n d t h e e xt e nt of a l ar g e pi e c e of  b uri e d s h e et m et al. T h e w est er n h alf of t h e u nit w as n ot a bl e 

f or h a vi n g m or e artif a cts a n d s p e cifi c all y a l ar g e c o n c e ntr ati o n of dr a w n gl ass s e e d b e a ds i n a 

d ar k gr e y silt y l o a m ar e a i n t h e n ort h w est c or n er of t h e u nit i n l a y er “ C ” . T his ar e a a p p e ar e d 

u ni q u el y  tri a n g ul ar a n d t er mi n at e d i nt o t h e n ort h a n d w est pr ofil es.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .4  E x c a v ati o n U nit 1:  L o c ati o n , o v er vi e w , a n d w est pr ofil e str ati gr a p h y.  

 

5. 4. 1. 2  U nit S e di m e nt ati o n  

Aft er t h e i niti al l o os e r o ot fill e d t o ps oil, t h e first l a y er u n d erl yi n g c o nt ai n e d v er y d ar k gr e y silt y 

l o a m of m e di u m c o m p a cti o n. T h er e w as a n u n cl e ar  tr a nsiti o n fr o m t his s e c o n d l a y er t o t h e t hir d 

ot h er t h a n t h e a p p e ar a n c e of a s m all s e cti o n i n t h e f ar n o rt h w est c or n er of t h e n ort h w est q u a dr a nt 

of t h e u nit w hi c h c o nt ai n e d a t hi n l a y er of pi n kis h gr e y silt y l o a m t ur ni n g t o bl a c k w hil e t h e r est 

of t h e u nit r e m ai n e d a d ar k gr e y. T his c or n er w as n ot a bl e f or t h e n u m b er of artif a cts it c o nt ai n e d 

a n d w as p ot e nti a ll y s u g g esti v e of a f e at ur e . T h e fi n al l a y er w as of a m e di u m c o m p a cti o n of v er y 

d ar k br o w n t o bl a c k c h u n k y l o a m y cl a y wit h a t er mi n ati o n of hist ori c artif a cts.  

T h e str ati gr a p h y w as f o u n d t o b e u ni q u e i n t h e n ort h w est q u a dr a nt. T h e n ort h w est c or n er 

of t h e n ort h w est q u a dr a nt s h o w e d a cl e ar c o m p a cti o n c h a n g e i n t h e n ort h a n d w est pr ofil es. It 
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w as pr es u m e d at t h e ti m e t o b e p art of a f e at ur e or str u ct ur e d u e t o t h e tr a c e of w o o d ass o ci at e d 

wit h t h e c o m p a cti o n i n t h e pr ofil es as w ell as t h e artif a ct c o n c e ntr ati o n f o u n d i n t h at c or n er. 

S o m e as p e n r o ots a n d t h e o c c asi o n al g o p h er h ol e w er e n ot e d b ut t y pi c all y c o n c e ntr at e d i n t h e 

n ort h a n d n ort h e ast si d e of t h e u nit.  

 

5. 4. 1. 3  Artif a ct t ot als  

T h e t ot al artif a cts f o u n d i n t his u nit ar e pr es e nt e d i n  T a bl e 5 .1 . O nl y ar o u n d 5. 5 % of t h e b e a ds 

f o u n d w er e i n t his u nit (n = 1 8 4) w hi c h w as  t h e s e c o n d f e w est of all s e v e n u nits. T h er e w as a 

c o m p ar ati v el y l o w n u m b er of c er a mi cs (n = 2 3) f o u n d w hi c h w er e  ar o u n d 4. 6 % of all c er a mi cs , 

t h e f e w est of all u nits . T h e r e m ai ns of 8 0 % of all t h e wi n d o w gl ass ( n = 4) w er e als o f o u n d i n 

E U 1. O v er all, t his u nit h a d artif a cts r e pr es e nti n g all t h e diff er e nt f u n cti o n al c at e g ori es b ut i n 

s m all a m o u nts . It w as l at er d et er mi n e d t h at t his u nit l a y m ostl y o utsi d e of t h e pr o p os e d c a bi n 

str u ct ur e.   

 

F u n cti o n al C at e g o r y  Q u a ntit y  

A r c hit e ct u r al  4 3  

C hi n ki n g  3 2  

M a c hi n e C ut N ail  7  

Wi n d o w Gl ass  4  

Kit c h e n  2 3  

C er a mi c  2 3  

P e rs o n al  1 8 4  

A d or n m e nt  1 8 4  

S e e d B e a ds  1 8 4  

H o us e h ol d A cti viti es  2  

B o d y C ar e  1  

C o m b  1  
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L a m p Gl ass  1  

H u nti n g a n d D ef e ns e  1  

L e a d S h ot  1  

Mis c ell a n e o us  1 2 5 6  

Gl ass Fr a g m e nts  6 0  

M et al Fr a g m e nts  9 7  

Lit hi cs  4 5  

St o n e Fr a g m e nts  1 0 5  

W o o d  3 3 6  

F a u n al  5 5 5  

Fis h  1 3 5  

Ot h ers  4 2 0  

Fl or a  6  

C h ar c o al  4 5  

Ot h ers  7  

 

T a bl e 5 .1  Artif a cts of E U 1  

 

5. 4. 1. 4  N ot a bl e Artif a cts  

T h e first n ot a bl e artif a ct w ort h dis c ussi n g is t h e  fi n e-t o ot h e d b o n e c o m b ( Dj O e -6 : 1 1 3 5 9). T his 

w as f o u n d i n sit u  i n t h e s o ut h w est q u a dr a nt i n t h e o c c u p ati o n l a y er “ C ”. It is n ot a bl e f or b ei n g a 

c o m m o n t y p e of fi n e l o us e c o m b w hi c h h as als o b e e n f o u n d i n t w o ot h er hi v er n a nt  c a bi ns ( D oll 

et al. 1 9 8 8: 1 7 5,  3 1 4; W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3: 7 8) . S m all c o m b t e et h fr o m t his or a si mil ar c o m b ar e 

f o u n d i n e v er y u nit at t his e x c a v ati o n. A n ot h er p art  of t his or a si mil ar  c o m b w as f o u n d i n E U 6 

a n d will b e dis c uss e d l at er i n t h at u nit.  

M or e t h a n h alf of all t h e u ni d e ntifi a bl e m et al fr a g m e nts r e c o v er e d i n t his st u d y w er e f o u n d i n 

t his u nit (n = 9 7) . I n cl u d e d i n t his w er e a c o u pl e of l ar g e fr a g m e nts of s h e et m et al w hi c h w er e 
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h e a vil y r ust e d. N ot m u c h c a n b e d es cri b e d ot h er t h a n t h e y w er e fl at  wit h cri m p e d si d es. O n e 

m et al fr a g m e nt w as fr o m a c or n er pi e c e a n d c o nt ai n e d a s m all m et al h a n dl e (Fi g ur e 5 .7 ). 

A c o u pl e of pi e c es of fl at wi n d o w gl ass w er e als o f o u n d  (n = 4) . T his is i nt er esti n g as m ost 

hi v er n a nt  c a bi ns w er e oft e n d es cri b e d as h a vi n g t hi n str et c h e d p ar c h m e nt wi n d o ws. T h e 

pr es e n c e of wi n d o w gl ass s h o ws t h at at l e ast o n e of t h e m w er e n ot m a d e of p ar c h m e nt. T h e 

hist ori c p h ot o gr a p hs of t h e ot h er str u ct ur e s o n t his sit e als o a p p e ar t o h a v e gl ass wi n d o ws  

( Fi g ur e 3. 3). 

As m e nti o n e d, f e w c er a mi cs w er e f o u n d i n t his u nit  a n d o nl y f o ur c er a mi c fr a g m e nts w er e 

di a g n osti c. T w o w er e c o m m o n S p o d e a n d C o p el a n d p att er ns, s p e cifi c all y El c h o a n d 

M a c a w/ P a g o d a p att er ns  ( S uss m a n 1 9 7 9: 1 0 9, 1 4 6) . T h e El c h o p att er n h a d pr o d u cti o n y e ars of 

1 8 6 3 -p ost 1 8 7 3 a n d t h e M a c a w/ P a g o d a p att er n of 1 8 3 7 -p ost 1 8 7 2  ( H a milt o n 1 9 8 2: 6 2). A r e d 

b o d y s h er d of C o nti n e nt al Vi e ws/ L o uis Q u at or z e w as als o f o u n d. T his w as t h e o nl y r e d fr a g m e nt 

of t his  p att er n t h at w as f o u n d i n t h e e ntir e e x c a v ati o n a n d is r e pr es e nt ati v e of its o w n v ess el. T his 

p att er n h a d pr o d u cti o n y e ars of 1 8 4 5 - p ost 1 8 8 2   ( H a milt o n 1 9 8 2; S uss m a n 1 9 7 9). O n e l ar g e 

fr a g m e nt of a W & E C or n m a k ers m ar k w as als o f o u n d ( Dj O e-6: 1 1 3 0 2). T his st yl e of w hit e w ar e 

is f o u n d at  a n ot h er hist ori c sit e i n c e ntr al S as k at c h e w a n d uri n g t h e 1 8 8 0s ( Gi bs o n 2 0 1 0: 6 6-6 7) . 

T his fr a g m e nt i n di c at es t h at it w as m a n uf a ct ur e d w h e n W & E C or n w as l o c at e d at B ursl e m, 

St aff or ds hir e w hi c h w o ul d pl a c e t h e r a n g e of pr o d u cti o n b et w e e n 1 8 6 4 -1 8 9 1 ( G o d d e n 1 9 9 9: 2 2 0; 

S uss m a n 1 9 7 9: 2 2) .  



 
 

1 1 7  

 

Fi g ur e 5 .5  B o n e C o m b.  

Dj O e -6: 1 1 3 5 9  

 

 

 

Fi g ur e 5 .6  L ar g e s h e et m et al fr a g m e nts . 

a.  Dj O e -6: 0 2 7 9 a n d b. Dj O e -6: 0 2 8 1.  

a.  b.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .7  Ot h er artif a cts i n E U 1  

a. Wi n d o w gl ass (Dj O e -6: 0 3 3 4 ), b. s h e et m et al wit h h a n dl e (Dj O e -6: 0 2 7 7 ), c. c hi n ki n g ( Dj O e-

2 0 2 3 6) , d. l ar g e st o n e fr a g m e nt (li k el y a c hi m n e y st o n e, Dj O e -2 0 2 3 7)  

 

a.  b.  

c.  

d.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .8  C er a mi cs  

a. El c h o p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 0 3 2 6), b. gl az e d st o n e w ar e (Dj O e -6: 1 1 3 5 3 ), c. u n k n o w n bl u e p att er n 

Dj O e -6: 2 0 2 0 1) , d. C o nti n e nt al Vi e ws/ L o uis Q u at orz e (Dj O e -6: 1 1 3 1 0), e. M a c a w/ P a g o d a 

p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 1 1 3 5 2), f. W & E C or n w hite w ar e ( Dj O e -6: 1 1 3 0 2) . 

a.  

c.  

b.  

d.  

e.  

f. 



 
 

1 2 0  

5. 4. 1. 5  U nit S u m m ar y  

T his u nit w as i m p ort a nt f or i n cr e asi n g t h e s a m pl e of hist ori c artif a cts f o u n d at t his l o c ati o n. At 

t h e ti m e it w as e x c a v at e d, th e l ar g e n u m b er of artif a cts fr o m a “ P ers o n al a n d R e cr e ati o n al ” 

c at e g or y g a v e w ei g ht t o t h e i d e a t h at a c a bi n mi g ht h a v e b e e n l o c at e d. T h e s e di m e nt ati o n a n d 

str ati gr a p h y w er e i m p ort a nt t o s h o w p art of a u ni q u e f e at ur e t h at w as f o u n d i n t h e f ar n ort h w est 

c or n er of t his u nit. T his f e at ur e w as n ot a bl e f or t h e d ar k er c ol o ur s e q u e n c e, hi g h n u m b er of 

art if a cts f o u n d wit hi n, a n d t his c h a n g e b ei n g r efl e ct e d i n t h e pr ofil e c o nt ai ni n g ass o ci at e d w o o d 

al o n gsi d e c o m p a cti o n c h a n g e.  

 

5. 4. 2  E x c a v ati o n U nit 2  

5. 4. 2. 1  U nit D es cri pti o n  

T his u nit w as c h os e n as it w as dir e ctl y a dj a c e nt t o E U 1 o n t h e n ort h si d e. T h e u ni q u e 

str ati gr a p h y f o u n d o n t h e n ort h pr ofil e of E U 1 a n d t h e c o nti n u ati o n of t h e s h e et m et al artif a ct 

b e c a m e t h e pri m ar y r e as o ns f or t h e pl a c e m e nt of t his u nit. E arl y o n, t h e e x c a v ati o n of t his u nit 

pr o v e d t o b e diff er e nt as t h er e w as i m m e di at e e vi d e n c e of e xt e nsi v e r o d e nt dist ur b a n c e i n t h e 

first l a y er. T his p att er n w o ul d c o nti n u e t hr o u g h t h e e ntir e u nit. A d diti o n all y, t h er e w er e  m a n y  

as p e n r o ot dist ur b a n c es as t his u nit w e nt cl os er t o t h e e d g e of t h e a dj a c e nt tr e e d ar e a. I n t ot al, 

t his u nit s h o w e d a hi g h d e gr e e of n at ur al dist ur b a n c e w hi c h o bs c ur e d m a n y att e m pts at 

i nt er pr eti n g f e at ur es a n d d e p ositi o n o n t h e sit e. T h e m ost n ot a bl e as pe ct of t his u nit w er e t h e 

artif a cts f o u n d i n b ot h t h eir q u a ntit y a n d u ni q u e q u alit y.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .9  E x c a v ati o n U nit 2: L o c ati o n, o v er vi e w, a n d n ort h pr ofil e str ati gr a p h y.  

5. 4. 2. 2  U nit S e di m e nt ati o n  

T h e s e di m e nt ati o n f o u n d i n t his u nit p os e d a u ni q u e c h all e n g e t o b ot h e x c a v at e a n d i nt er pr et. 

T h e bl a c k l a y er of t o ps oil w as f o u n d t o b e sli g htl y m o u n d e d a n d r el at e d t o t h e n u m er o us g o p h er 

dist ur b a n c es f o u n d. It w as li k el y a n ol d g o p h er m o u n d t h at w as s u bs e q u e ntl y c o v er e d u p wit h 

s e di m e nt o v er ti m e. T h e n e xt l a y er w as of m e di u m c o m p a cti o n a n d d ar k br o w n l o a m wit h 

a b u n d a nt as p e n r o ots a n d g o p h er dist ur b a n c e. T h e u n d erl yi n g l a y er c o nt ai n e d t h e m ost artif a cts 

b ut als o t h e m ost dist ur b a n c e. T h e s e  i nt ers p ers e d wit h m a n y l ar g e as p e n r o ots m a d e t he  

pr es u m e d c a bi n l a y er diffi c ult t o e x c a v at e a n d i nt er pr et. T h e c o m p a cti o n a n d s oil c ol o ur ati o n 

v ari e d c o nsi d er a bl y i n t his u nit d e p e n di n g o n  if o n e w as e x c a v ati n g wit hi n a n ol d b urr o w or n ot. 

T h e c o m p a cti o n r a n g e d fr o m h ar d cl a y t o p at c h es o f l o os e s a n d y l o a m. S oil c ol o ur ati o n v ari e d 

fr o m br o w n t o d ar k gr a yis h br o w n, t o v er y d ar k gr e y i n a v ari et y of ar e as i n t his l a y er. Artif a cts 
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w er e als o f o u n d at a l o w er d e pt h t h a n t h e pr e vi o us u nit. T h e b ott o m l a y er w as i d e ntifi e d a g ai n 

wit h a t er mi n ati o n  of hist ori c artif a cts at ar o u n d 2 0  c m d e pt h b el o w d at u m ( D B D)  a n d a 

u nif or mit y i n v er y d ar k gr e y a n d v er y d ar k br o w n l o a m y cl a y.  

T h e str ati gr a p h y r efl e ct e d t h e s e di m e nt ati o n i n t h at t h er e w as littl e i nt er pr et ati o n t o b e 

g ai n e d. T h e f e at ur e n ot e d i n t h e p r e vi o us u nit w as h e a vil y o bs c ur e d a n d n ot visi bl y pr es e nt w hil e 

e x c a v ati n g i n t his u nit. T h e n ort h pr ofil e of t his u nit a p p e ar e d t o s h o w s o m e c o m p a cti o n 

diff er e n c e i n c o m p aris o n t o t h e e ast pr ofil e b ut w as als o o bs c ur e d wit h g o p h er dist ur b a n c e. T h e 

w est er n  pr ofil e s h o w e d a bit m or e u nif or mit y a n d cl e ar er c o m p a cti o n t h a n t h e ot h er pr ofil es. 

O v er all, n ot m u c h c o ul d b e i nt er pr et e d fr o m b ot h t h e s e di m e nt ati o n a n d  t h e str ati gr a p h y i n t his 

u nit d u e t o t h es e dist ur b a n c es.  

 

5. 4. 2. 3  Artif a ct T ot als  

T h e t ot al artif a cts f o u n d  i n t his u nit ar e pr es e nt e d i n T a bl e 5 .2 . 

T h e q u a ntit y  of artif a cts f o u n d i n t his u nit ar e i m pr essi v e. A t ot al of 9 5 5 b e a ds w er e f o u n d i n t his 

u nit a c c o u nti n g f or 2 8. 4 % of all b e a ds f o u n d , t h e m ost of all u nits. If o n e w er e t o e x cl u d e all t h e 

b e a ds f o u n d i n t h e fl o w er b e a d w or k p att er n (n = 3 7 6) fr o m t his u nit a n d t h e t ot al , t h e n E U 2 still 

a c c o u nts f or 1 9. 3 % of all b e a ds f o u n d. T his w o ul d b e t h e t hir d hi g h est n u m b er of b e a ds aft er 

E U 3 a n d E U 4, wit h sli g htl y m or e t h a n E U 6. T his c o ntr asts wit h  t h e c o m p ar ati v el y l o w n u m b er 

of c er a mi cs r e c o v er e d fr o m t his u nit. C er a mi cs r e c o v er e d  (n = 4 9)  a m o u nt e d t o o nl y 9. 8 % of all 

f o u n d. T his is t h e t hir d l o w est n u m b er of c er a mi cs f o u n d aft er E U 1 a n d E U 5. O v er all, t his u nit 

c o nt ai n e d artif a cts r e pr es e nti n g all  t h e f u n cti o n al c at e g ori es. It w as d et er mi n e d t h at r o u g hl y h alf 
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of t his u nit w as wit hi n  t h e pr o p os e d c a bi n str u ct ur e. T h e hi g h l e v els of g o p h er dist ur b a n c es i n 

t his u nit mi g ht h a v e c o ntri b ut e d t o t his u nit b ei n g a n at ur al tr a p f or artif a cts, b e a ds i n p arti c ul ar. 

 

F u n cti o n al C at e g o r y  Q u a ntit y  

A r c hit e ct u r al  2 4  

C hi n ki n g  1 2  

M a c hi n e C ut N ail  1 2  

Kit c h e n  5 3  

C er a mi c  4 9  

L e a d F oil  3  

Gl ass C o nt ai n er  1  

P e rs o n al  9 5 8  

A d or n m e nt  9 5 5  

S e e d b e a ds  5 7 8  

S e e d b e a ds i n fl o w er b e a d w or k  3 7 6  

B e a ds Ot h er  1  

Cl ot hi n g  2  

Cl as ps  2  

Mis c ell a n e o us  1  

H o us e h ol d A cti viti es  1 2  

S e wi n g  4  

Str ai g ht Pi ns  4  

B o d y C ar e  5  

C o m b T e et h  5  

L a m p Gl ass  3  

H u nti n g a n d D ef e ns e  1  

Mis c ell a n e o us  1  

Mis c ell a n e o us  1 2 0 2  

Gl ass Fr a g m e nts  1 4 4  

M et al Fr a g m e nts  2 3  

Lit hi cs  9 1  

St o n e Fr a g m e nts  1 4  

W o o d  4 3  
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F a u n al  7 8 6  

Fis h Fr a g m e nts  2 4 2  

Ot h ers  5 4 4  

Fl or a  1 5  

C h ar c o al  3 4  

Ot h ers  5 2  

 

T a bl e 5 .2  Artif a cts of E U 2  

5. 4. 2. 4  N ot a bl e Artif a cts  

M a n y n ot a bl e artif a cts w er e f o u n d i n t his u nit. O n e of w hi c h w as a cr u m pl e d b all of l e a d  f oil 

( Dj O e-6: 1 2 8 4 9) . T h es e h a v e b e e n f o u n d i n ot h er hi v er n a nt  sit es as l e a d f oil w as us e d i n t h e 

li ni n g of t e a b o x es. S o m e of t h es e f oil p a c k a g es c o nt ai n e d m a k ers m ar ks o n t h e m b ut w h e n 

p arti all y u nr a v el e d, t his artif a ct di d n ot a p p e ar t o h a v e o n e.  

 S e v er al fr a g m e nts of a t hi c k o li v e c ol o ur e d gl ass w er e f o u n d. T h e gl ass is  c ur v e d  w hi c h 

c o ul d i n di c at e it w as fr o m a b ottl e or s o m e ot h er c o nt ai n er. O nl y b o d y s h er ds w er e f o u n d s o it 

f ell i nt o t h e “ Mis c ell a n e o us ” c at e g or y u n d er t h e “ gl ass fr a g m e nts ” s u b-c a t e g or y. Oli v e c ol o ur e d 

gl ass is s o m eti m es i n di c ati v e of a s a u c e or c o n di m e nt b ottl es,  b ut t h es e artif a cts w er e t o o 

fr a g m e nt e d f or a n y i n di c ati o n of t his. A d diti o n all y, a r o u n d cl e ar gl ass c o nt ai n er b ott o m w as 

f o u n d i n t his u nit. 

 T w o fr a g m e nts of a n u n gl a z e d gr e y cl a y c er a mi c b ott o m w er e als o f o u n d. T h e y r efit 

t o g et h er wit h o n e a n ot h er a n d a p p e ar t o b e t h e b ott o m ri m of a v ess el . M or e of w h at a p p e ars t o 

b e t his, or a si mil ar v ess el w er e f o u n d i n E U 4 a n d E U 5. It is u n cl e ar w h at t his c o ul d b e fr o m a n d 

w h at it  w as us e d f or ot h er t h a n a utilit ari a n b o wl or v ess el . 

 M or e of t h e s h e et m et al t h at w as f o u n d i n E U 1 c o nti n u e d  i nt o E U 2. O n e l ar g e pi e c e w as 

f o u n d tr a ns e cti n g b ot h u nits ( Dj O e-6: 1 7 0 7 3) a n d it w as l o os el y att a c h e d t o a n ot h er pi e c e w hi c h 
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w as al m ost f ull y wi t hi n E U 2 ( Dj O e-6: 1 7 0 7 2). W h at e v er t h es e fr a g m e nts of s h e et m et al w er e 

us e d f or , t h e y all h a v e  cri m p e d e d g es a n d ar e li k el y all fr o m t h e s a m e l ar g er pi e c e or si mil ar 

pi e c es.  

 T h e m ost si g nifi c a nt artif a ct f o u n d i n t h e e ntir e e x c a v ati o n t o d at e w as t h e Fl o w er 

B e a d w or k p att er n. T h e b e a d w or k c o nsists of s oli d c ol o ur e d li g ht gr e e n b e a ds ( n = 2 1 1), cl e ar d ar k 

bl u e -gr e e n b e a ds ( n = 5 5), d ar k pi n k b e a ds ( n = 1 0 3), a n d li g ht pi n k b e a ds ( n = 3). T h e fl o w er b u d 

p att er n its elf h as 3 7 1 b e a ds w hil e t h er e a s m all c o n c e ntr ati o n o f fi v e cl e ar d ar k bl u e-gr e e n b e a ds 

o utsi d e of t h e p att er n a n d mi g ht h a v e b e e n p art of a d e c or ati v e tri m. T h e  dis c o v er y a n d r e c o v er y 

of t his pi e c e i nt a ct c a n b e attri b ut e d t o t h e c ar ef ul e x c a v ati o n m et h o ds a p pli e d d uri n g t his 

pr oj e ct. T h e b e a d w or k w as f o u n d  u n d er n e at h t h e pr e vi o usl y m e nti o n e d s h e et m et al w hi c h li k el y 

pr ot e ct e d it fr o m t h e el e m e nts a n d p er h a ps e x c essi v e r o ot d a m a g e. I n t h e pr o c ess of e x c a v ati n g 

it, t h e t hi n l a y er of s oil t h at w as c ar ef ull y r e m o v e d fr o m m ost of t h e b e a d w or k h a d a s o m e w h at 

fi bro us a p p e ar a n c e w hi c h mi g ht h a v e b e e n t h e r e m ai ns of  s o m e  l e at h er t h at it h a d b e e n d esi g n e d 

o nt o . M a n y ot h er m et al fr a g m e nts as w ell as v ari o us f a u n al r e m ai ns w er e f o u n d dir e ctl y a b o v e it 

a n d ar o u n d it w hi c h s u g g ests  t h at it mi g ht h a v e b e e n p art of a r ef use  pil e. H o w e v er, o n e c a n 

n e v er r ul e o ut t h e p ossi bilit y of a n ot h er m e a ni n g. T h e s m all p att er n a n d t h e d esi g n of a fl o w er 

b u d mi g ht b e s u g g esti v e t h at it w as cr aft e d f or a y o u n g c hil d or i nf a nt. O n e mi g ht g o f urt h er a n d 

s u g g est t h at t his b e a d w or k w as i nt e nti o n all y b uri e d a n d t h er e mi g ht b e  s o m e d e e p er c ult ur al or 

s y m b oli c m e a ni n g t o it . R e g ar dl ess, t his p att er n w as m e a ni n gf ul t o t h e p ers o n w h o m a k e it at t h e 

ti m e b ot h i n t h e pr o c ess of cr e ati o n a n d t o w h o m it w as m a d e f or. F or b ei n g k n o w n as t h e 

“fl o w er b e a d w or k p e o pl e ” , t his fi n d is hi g hl y i n di c ati v e of t h e M étis w h o li v e d h er e ( Br ass er 

1 9 8 5: 2 2 5) . T his p att er n w as f o u n d i n t h e s o ut h e ast q u a dr a nt of t his u nit i n a n ar e a t h at is o utsi d e 
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of t h e p r o p os e d c a bi n. A w a x s e al a nt w as us e d t o st a bili z e t h e b e a d w or k a n d it w as r e m o v e d 

i nt a ct al o n gsi d e a l ar g e s e cti o n of s oil s urr o u n di n g it. T o t his d a y, t h e p att er n r e m ai ns m ostl y 

i nt a ct, b ut s o m e cr a c ki n g of t h e s oil h as f urt h er d a m a g e d it.  

 S e v er al m or e c er a mi cs st yl es w er e f o u n d i n t his u nit  al o n gsi d e  a n u n k n o w n r e d p att er n 

a n d t w o l ar g e s h er ds of a w hit e e art h e n w ar e c er a mi c. T h e Britis h Fl o w ers p att er n pr o d u c e d 

b et w e e n 1 8 2 9 -2 0 t h c e nt ur y ( H a milt o n 1 9 8 2: 6 1; S uss m a n 1 9 7 9: 6 1) a n d Fl o w er V as e p att er n 

pr o d u c e d b et w e e n 1 8 2 8 -2 0 t h c e nt ur y ( H a milt o n 1 9 8 2: 6 1 -6 2; S uss m a n 1 9 7 9: 1 1 5) w er e i d e ntifi e d 

as w ell.  

 Of t h e v ari o us ot h er s m all it e ms f o u n d, a f us e d l e a d b all o bj e ct w as f o u n d. It a p p e ars t o 

b e  fr o m t w o l ar g e l e a d s h ots t h at w er e f us e d t o g et h er. It w as c at al o g u e d as o n e artif a ct u n d er t h e 

“ H u nti n g a n d D ef e ns e ” f u n cti o n al c at e g or y. T h e y mi g ht h a v e e n d e d u p f us e d t o g et h er b y 

a c ci d e nt or i nt e nti o n all y. Alt er n ati v e us es c o ul d h a v e b e e n us e d as si n ki n g l ur e or a n et w ei g ht. 

A n ot h er u n k n o w n artif a ct w as cir c ul ar m et al r i n g. It r es e m bl es a ri n g t a b fr o m s m all ti n c a n or it 

c o ul d h a v e b e e n p art of s o m e j e w elr y. T h e a m bi g uit y of t his it e m r es ult e d it b ei n g c at e g ori z e d i n 

t h e “ M et al Fr a g m e nts ” s u b-c at e g or y. M or e b o n e c o m b t e et h w er e f o u n d al o n gsi d e  a bl a c k 

v ul c a ni z e d  r u b b er c o m b t o ot h. A n ot a bl e  artif a ct r e c o v er e d w as a s m all d e c or ati v e it e m m a d e  of 

a v ul c a ni z e d r u b b er or g utt a p er c h a i n t h e f or m of h ol y l e a v es wit h gr a p es o n it. F or m or e 

dis c ussi o n o n t his artif a ct  s e e W a m b ol d ( 2 0 2 2: 1 1 7 -1 1 8). It a p p e ars t o h a v e b e e n att a c h e d  t o 

s o m et hi n g els e a n d w as c at al o g u e d u n d er t h e “ P ers o n al ” f u n cti o n al c at e g or y u n d er its o w n 

“ Mis c ell a n o us ” s u b -c at e g or y.  

 



 
 

1 2 7  

 

Fi g ur e 5 .1 0  Fl o w er b e a d w or k p att er n i n sit u.  



 
 

1 2 8  

 

Fi g ur e 5 .1 1  Fl o w er b e a d w or k p att er n.  

N ot e t h e sli g ht d a m a g e t o d u e t o pi ns us e d t o m ar k artif a cts f o u n d a b o v e t h e p att er n. Als o n ot e 

t h e s m all cl ust er of gr e e n b e a ds a w a y fr o m t h e m ai n b e a d w or k i n t h e b ott o m ri g ht . 
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Fi g ur e 5 .1 2  Cr u m pl e d l e a d f oil , b ef or e a n d aft er u nr a v elli n g. 

Dj O e -6: 1 2 8 4 9  



 
 

1 3 0  

 

Fi g ur e 5 .1 3  Oli v e g r e e n gl ass fr a g m e nts.  

P ossi bl y fr o m a s a u c e/ c o n di m e nt b ottl e.  Dj O e -6: 1 3 6 5 1 , 1 3 7 0 8 , 1 3 7 1 1 , 1 3 7 1 5 , 1 3 7 3 4.  



 
 

1 3 1  

 

Fi g ur e 5 .1 4  W o o d fr a g m e nts  

Dj O e -6: 2 0 0 1 0 , cat al o g u e d as o n e s a m pl e.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .1 5  Gr e y u n gl az e d c er a mi c b as e.  

a. Dj O e -6: 1 7 2 3 8 , b. Dj O e -1 7 1 0 2 (ri g ht)  c. b ot h fr a g m e nts r efitt e d.  

a.  b.  

c.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .1 6  L ar g e s h e et m et al  

a. Dj O e -6: 1 7 0 7 2 ( all fr a g m e nts), b. Dj O e -6: 1 7 0 7 3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a.  b.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .1 7  C er a mi cs  

a. U n k n o w n r e d p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 1 7 3 3 7), b. M a c a w/ P a g o d a p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 1 9 9 8 4 -1 9 9 8 8), c. 

Britis h Fl o w ers p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 2 0 0 9 6), d. M a c a w/ P a g o d a p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 1 7 2 7 1) , e. Fl o w er 

V as e p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 1 7 2 6 9), f. Fl o w er V as e p att er n (Dj O e -6: 1 7 1 1 7), g. u n d e c or at e d w hit e w ar e 

(Dj O e -6: 2 0 0 2 0 -2 0 0 2 1 ) 

a.  b.  c.  d.  

e.  f. g.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .1 8  Artif a ct pl at e  

a. F us e d l e a d b alls ( h u nti n g a n d d ef e ns e, mis c ell a n e o us; Dj O e -6: 1 3 7 3 7 ), b. u n k n o w n m et al ri n g 

t a b (Dj O e -6: 1 3 7 3 8 ), c. sm all cl as p  (Dj O e -6: 1 2 4 3 9 ), d. c ir c ul ar gl ass c o nt ai n er b ott o m ( Dj O e-

1 7 0 9 9), e. iv y a n d g r a p e  ( p ers o n al, mis c ell a n e o us; Dj O e-6: 1 3 1 3 8) , f. b o n e c o m b bristl es  (Dj O e -

6: 1 2 3 1 2 -1 2 3 1 4 ) a n d a bl a c k v ul c a niz e d  r u b b er c o m b bristl e ( Dj O e -6: 1 1 7 2 6 ) 

 

5. 4. 2. 5  S u m m ar y  

T h e s e di m e nt ati o n a n d str ati gr a p h y of t his u nit pr o vi d e d  littl e i nf or m ati o n f or i nt er pr eti n g t h e 

n at ur e of t h e o v er all str u ct ur e b ei n g e x c a v at e d. H o w e v er, t his u nit w as i m p ort a nt f or t h e 

s u bst a nti al artif a cts r e c o v er e d t h at w er e dir e ctl y ass o ci at e d t o t h e M étis. T h e b e a d w or k w as a 

u ni q u e a n d s p e ci a l fi n d t h at c a n n ot b e u n d erst at e d as v er y f e w b e a d w or k p att er ns h a v e e v er  b e e n 

r e c o v er e d i n a M étis c o nt e xt .  

a.  b.  c.  

d.  e.  f. 
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5. 4. 3  E x c a v ati o n U nit 3  

5. 4. 3. 1  U nit D es cri pti o n  

M u c h li k e E U 2, t his u nit w as c h os e n d u e t o t h e p ot e nti al str ati gr a p hi c f e at ur e f o u n d i n t h e n ort h 

a n d w est pr ofil e i n E U 1. A n ot h er r e as o n f or t his pl a c e m e nt w as t h e l ar g e n u m b er of hist ori c 

artif a cts t h at h a d alr e a d y b e e n r e c o v er e d fr o m t h e pr e vi o us t w o u n its. T his u nit w as dir e ctl y 

a dj a c e nt t o E U 1 o n t h e w est si d e. I n t ot al, t his u nit w as t h e m ost pr o d u cti v e of t h e t hr e e 

e x c a v at e d i n t h e 2 0 1 7 fi el d s e as o n. A d diti o n all y, t his u nit h a d littl e dist ur b a n c es b e y o n d o n e 

n ot a bl e g o p h er h ol e al o n g t h e e ast si d e i n a  n ort h t o s o ut h  dir e cti o n . T h e pr es e n c e of a cl e ar 

b uri e d w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e als o h el p e d t o c o nfir m a cl e ar p att er n t h at w as i nt er pr et e d as a c a bi n 

w all as t h e artif a ct t y p es a n d q u a ntit y w er e  als o r efl e cti v e of t his.  

 

Fi g ur e 5 .1 9  E x c a v ati o n U nit 3: L o c ati o n, o v er vi e w, a n d s o ut h pr ofil e str ati gr a p h y.  
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5. 4. 3. 2  U nit S e di m e nt ati o n  

T h e s e di m e nt ati o n i n t his u nit w as t h e m ost i nt a ct of all t h e t hr e e u nits e x c a v at e d i n t h e 2 0 1 7 

fi el d s e as o n wit h f e w n at ur al dist ur b a n c es. T h e bl a c k l a y er of l o os e t o ps oil w as u n d erl ai d wit h a 

l a y er of v er y d ar k br o w n t o d ar k y ell o wis h-br o w n l o a m of m e di u m c o m p a cti o n. It w as u n d er t his 

l a y er t h at w as l at er d e e m e d t o b e t h e c a bi n l a y er of o c c u p ati o n. T his c a bi n l a y er w as 

a p pr o xi m at el y 1 0 c m t hi c k at its m a xi m u m a n d w as m a d e of c o m p a ct l o a m y cl a y. T h e s e di m e nt 

c ol o ur i n t his c a bi n l a y er v ari e d i n t hr e e disti n ct ar e as. A p pr o xi m at el y 7 0 % of t h e w est er n a n d 

c e ntr al  si d e of t h e u nit  w as  d et er mi n e d t o b e wit hi n t h e c a bi n  a n d  c o nsist e d o f a d ar k y ell o wis h 

br o w n t o li g ht br o w n c o m p a ct l o a m y cl a y. A p pr o xi m at el y 2 0 % of t h e u nit i n t his l a y er 

c o m pris e d of a str ai g ht w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e of m ostl y d ar k br o w n l o os e t o m e di u m c o m p a cti o n 

l o a m i nt ers p ers e d wit h w o o d fr a g m e nts of v ari o us si z es. T h e l ast p art of t h e u nit c o nt ai n e d i n t h e 

s o ut h e ast er n si d e w as d ar k gr e y t o d ar k br o w n c o m p a ct l o a m y cl a y a n d w as r e mi nis c e nt t o m ost 

of t h e s e di m e nt fr o m E U 1. T h e b ott o m l a y er w as a g ai n i d e ntifi e d wit h a t er mi n ati o n of hist ori c 

artif a cts n e ari n g 1 9 c m D B D a n d a u nif or mit y of v er y d ar k gr e y t o v er y d ar k br o w n c h u n k y 

l o a m y cl a y. T h e str ati gr a p h y s h o w e d a cl e ar diff er e n c e i n c o m p a cti o n all ar o u n d t h e u nit e x c e pt 

f or t h e e ast er n si d e of t h e s o ut h pr ofil e w hi c h li n e d u p wit h t h e w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e.  

 

5. 4. 3. 3  Artif a ct T ot als  

T h e t ot al artif a cts f o u n d i n t his u nit ar e pr es e nt e d i n  T a bl e 5 .3 . I n g e n er al, t his u nit w as n ot a bl e 

f or t h e l ar g e q u a ntiti es of artif a cts r e c o v er e d b ut als o th e di v ersit y of artif a cts r e c o v er e d. It 

c o nt ai n e d 2 1. 6 % of all t h e b e a ds ( n = 7 2 7) f o u n d w hi c h w as t h e s e c o n d hi g h est n u m b er of b e a ds 

aft er E U 2. E x cl u di n g t h e b e a ds i n t h e fl o w er b e a d w or k p att er n  i n E U 2, t his u nit w o ul d h a v e t h e 
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hi g h est n u m b er of l o os e b e a ds  r e c o v er e d. T his u nit als o c o nt ai n e d t h e hi g h er n u m b er of c er a mi cs 

(n = 1 4 7) f o u n d at 2 9. 5 % w hi c h is al m ost a t hir d of all c er a mi cs. F or m a c hi n e c ut n ails, t his u nit 

c o nt ai n e d t h e s e c o n d hi g h est n u m b er of n ails r e c o v er e d ( n = 1 7) aft er E U 6. E x a ctl y a t hir d of all 

t h e l e a d s h ot (n = 5) r e c o v er e d c a m e fr o m t his u nit a n d t h e o nl y p er c ussi o n c a p w as f o u n d i n t his 

u nit ( n = 1). All f u n cti o n al c at e g ori es ar e w ell r e pr es e nt e d i n t his u nit a n d hi g hl y r efl e cts a  k n o w n  

M étis hi v er n a nt  ass e m bl a g e.  

 

F u n cti o n al C at e g o r y  Q u a nti t y 

A r c hit e ct u r al  3 9  

C hi n ki n g  2 2  

M a c hi n e C ut N ail  1 7  

Kit c h e n  1 5 0  

C er a mi c  1 4 7  

Gl ass C o nt ai n er  3  

P e rs o n al  7 3 3  

A d or n m e nt  7 2 8  

S e e d B e a ds  7 2 5  

B e a ds Ot h er  2  

Br ass Ri n g  1  

Cl ot hi n g  4  

B utt o n  4  

Rit u al  1  

R os ar y  1  

H o us e h ol d A cti viti es  1 1  

S e wi n g  4  

Str ai g ht Pi ns  4  

B o d y C ar e  4  

C o m b T e et h  4  

L a m p Gl ass  3  

H u nti n g a n d D ef e ns e  6  

L e a d S h ot  5  
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P er c ussi o n C a p  1  

Mis c ell a n e o us  9 0 7  

Gl ass Fr a g m e nts  7 4  

M et al Fr a g m e nts  1 3  

Lit hi cs  9 2  

W o o d  5 7  

F a u n al  6 1 1  

Fis h Fr a g m e nts  2 0 9  

Ot h ers  4 0 2  

Fl or a  1 4  

C h ar c o al  1 1  

Ot h ers  3 5  

T a bl e 5 .3  Artif a cts of E U 3  

 

5. 4. 3. 4  N ot a bl e Artif a cts  

As m e nti o n e d, t his u nit c o nt ai ns m a n y u ni q u e p ers o n al it e ms. T h e mi d dl e of a h e art s h a p e d 

m e d alli o n C at h oli c r os ar y  w as r e c o v er e d . Hi g hl y r ust e d, t h er e ar e n o m ar ki n gs ass o ci at e d wit h it 

li miti n g its di a g n osti cs p ot e nti al,  b ut it r es e m bl es ot h ers f o u n d at hi v er n a nt  sit es ( D oll et al. 

1 9 8 8: 1 1 6, 2 9 0; W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3: 7 9 -8 0). F or a m or e d et ail e d d es cri pti o n of t h e t y p es a n d st yl es 

of r os ari es s e e W ei n b e n d er ( 2 0 0 3: 7 9 -8 5). T h e ot h er p ers o n al it e ms i n cl u d e f o ur diff er e nt t y p es 

of b utt o ns. O n e is a f o ur -h ol e, w hit e c er a mi c Pr oss er b utt o n wit h pi n k s p e c kl es ( Dj O e -6: 2 0 6 0 7). 

T his c o m m o n t y p e of b utt o n w as m a d e i n t h e d e c a d es b et w e e n 1 8 4 0 –  1 8 8 0 ( S pr a u g e 2 0 0 2: 1 2 3). 

T h e t w o c o m pl et e b utt o ns ar e a f o ur -h ol e m et al b utt o n ( Dj O e -6: 1 7 7 8 7) a n d a f o ur -h ol e b o n e 

b utt o n ( Dj O e -6: 2 0 6 1 8). B ot h st yl es ar e c o m m o nl y f o u n d at all hi v er n a nt  sit es st u di e d . L astl y t h e 

fr a g m e nt of a d e c or ati v e cl a y b utto n fr o nt w as f o u n d w hi c h a p p e ars t o h a v e b e e n i n t h e d esi g n of 

a n a n c h or ( Dj O e -6: 2 0 6 0 3). A u ni q u e br ass ri n g wit h a n i m pr ess e d d ott e d p att er n w as als o f o u n d 
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( Dj O e-6: 2 0 6 1 9). T his is i nt er esti n g b e c a us e it w as cl e arl y a p ers o n al it e m t h at t h e o w n er w o ul d 

li kel y b e h a bit u all y w e ari n g a n d , pr es u m a bl y , s o m e w h at  diffi c ult t o l os e. 

T his u nit h a d t h e hi g h est n u m b er of c er a mi cs r e c o v er e d b ut t h e y w er e m ostl y p att er ns 

alr e a d y f o u n d i n t h e pr e vi o us t w o u nits. O nl y t h e S h a mr o c k p att er n , pr o d u c e d b et w e e n 1 8 6 1 –  

1 9 1 0  ( H a milt o n 1 9 8 2: 6 3; S uss m a n 1 9 7 9: 2 1 1), w as n e w t o t his u nit. S e v er al of t h e Britis h Fl o w er 

a n d S h a mr o c k ri m s h er ds r efit t o g et h er d es pit e b ei n g f o u n d i n diff er e nt q u a dr a nts of t h e u nit. 

O n e fr a g m e nt ( Dj O e -6:  2 0 7 1 1) of a l ar g e s h er d wit h t h e Fl o w er V as e p at t er n w as f o u n d t o r efit 

wit h a n ot h er s h er d i n E U 4 w hi c h will b e dis c uss e d l at er. A d diti o n all y, a fr a g m e nt of pr e -c o nt a ct 

c er a mi c w as f o u n d i n t his u nit b ut u n d er n e at h t h e hist ori c c o m p o n e nt i n t h e “ D ” l a y er.  

B ot h lit hi cs a n d f a u n al ar e n ot t h e f o c us of t h is st u d y b ut t his u nit h a d t w o w ort h 

dis c ussi n g.  T h e  ri g ht astr a ga l us of a bis o n w as r e c o v er e d i n t h e A/ B l a y er ( Dj O e-6: 1 3 6 4 2). It is 

u ni q u e f or b ot h b ei n g o n t o p of m a n y l a y ers b ut als o f or h a vi n g si g ns of b ut c h er m ar ks al o n g t h e 

si d e of it. O n e c o ul d i m a gi n e it w as o n e of s e v er al f a u n al r e m ai ns ar o u n d t h e sit e t h at e n d e d u p 

d e p osit e d aft er t h e sit e w as a b a n d o n e d. T h e pr es e n c e of a lit hi c s cr a p p er (Dj O e -6: 1 7 5 5 9) m a d e 

fr o m a B r o w n C h al c e d o n y or K nif e Ri v er Fli nt w as f o u n d i n t h e o c c u p ati o n l a y er.  
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Fi g ur e  5 .2 0  H e art m e d alli o n r os ar y.  

Dj O e -6: 2 0 6 0 4  

 

Fi g ur e 5 .2 1  H u nti n g a n d d ef e ns e artif a cts  

a. P er c ussi o n c a p  (Dj O e -6: 1 9 3 4 6 ), b. L e a d s h ot  (Dj O e -6: 1 7 8 3 2 -1 7 8 3 3, 1 9 3 9 4, 1 3 5 7 1, 1 3 1 6 3, 

l eft t o ri g ht) 

a.  

b.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .2 2  Ri g ht astr a g ul us of a bis o n wit h b ut c h er m ar ks.  

Dj O e -6: 1 3 6 4 2.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .2 3  Pl at e of artif a cts.  

a. Gl ass b ottl e ri m ( Dj O e -6: 9 8 3 5 -9 8 3 6 ), b. W o u n d b e a d, br o k e n ( Dj O e -6: 1 3 2 1 2 ) ( br o k e n w o u n d 

b e a d), c. Lit hi c s cr a p er, br o w n c h al c e d o n y or k nif e ri v er fli nt i n a p p e ar a n c e ( Dj O e -6: 1 7 5 5 9 ), d. 

Br ass ri n g ( Dj O e -6: 2 0 6 1 9 ), e. M et al b utt o n ( Dj O e -6: 1 7 7 8 7 ), f. Pr oss er b utt o n, w hit e wit h pi n k 

s p e c kl es ( Dj O e -6: 2 0 6 0 7 ), g. B o n e b utt o n ( Dj O e -6: 2 0 6 1 8), f.  B utt o n fr a g m e nt, br o k e n wit h 

a n c h or s y m b ol ( Dj O e -6: 2 0 6 0 3).   

 

 

 

 

 

h . 

c . a.  b.  

g.  e.  
d.  

f. 
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Fi g ur e 5 .2 4  C er a mi cs.  

a. Britis h Fl o w ers p att er n, ri m s h er ds ( l eft t o ri g ht, Dj O e -6: 2 0 7 0 0, 1 9 7 3 3, 2 0 7 0 5 ), b. S h a mr o c k 

p att er n, ri m s h er ds ( l eft t o ri g ht, Dj O e -6: 2 0 7 1 3, 1 3 5 6 7, 1 9 7 3 2, 2 0 6 9 4 -2 0 6 9 5 ), c. El c h o p att er n 

( Dj O e-6: 2 0 5 8 4 -2 0 5 8 5),  d. Britis h Fl o w ers p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 2 0 7 0 6 ), e. U n k n o w n bl u e p att er n 

( Dj O e-6: 2 0 7 0 4 ), f. Fl o w er V as e p att er n ( Dj O e-6: 1 9 7 3 5 ), g. C o nti n e nt al Vi e ws/ L o uis Q u at orz e 

p att er n, r e d ri m s h er d  ( Dj O e-6: 2 0 7 0 1 ), h. Fl o w er V as e p att er n, r efits wit h Dj O e -6: 5 3 5 2 i n E U 4 

( Dj O e-6: 2 0 7 1 1 ).  

 

 

 

 

h . f. c . 

a.  b.  

e.  d.  g.  
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5. 4. 3. 5  S u m m ar y  

T his u nit w as i m p ort a nt f or t h e w e alt h of hist ori c artif a cts t h at w er e r efl e cti v e of t h e k n o w n 

M étis hi v er n a nt  ass e m bl a g e. Als o, t h e w ell -pr es er v e d s e di m e nt ati o n r e v e al e d t h e pr e s e n c e of a 

w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e t h at s e p ar at e d t h e artif a ct ri c h ar e a of t his u nit fr o m t h e, c o m p ar ati v el y, 

l ess i nf or m ati v e E U 1. T h e s u c c ess fr o m t his u nit l ai d t h e f o u n d ati o n f or t h e f oll o wi n g 2 0 1 8 fi el d 

s e as o n a n d t h e f oll o wi n g f o ur u nits e x c a v at e d.  

 

5. 4. 4  E x c a v ati o n U nit 4  

5. 4. 4. 1  U nit D es cri pti o n  

T his u nit w as t h e first t o b e e x c a v at e d  i n t h e 2 0 1 8 fi el d s e as o n. It w as c h os e n t o f urt h er 

i n v esti g at e t h e w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e u n c o v er e d i n t h e 2 0 1 7 fi el d s e as o n  a n d t o b ett er u n d erst a n d 

t h e pr o p os e d c a bi n. T his u nit w as a dj a c e nt t o b ot h E U 2 a n d E U 3, w est of t h e f or m er a n d n ort h of 

t h e l att er. B as e d o n t h e dir e cti o n a n d a n gl e of t h e w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e, t his u nit w as pr e di ct e d t o 

b e 1 0 0 % wit hi n t h e c a bi n. T his w o ul d b e d et er mi n e d b as e d o n t h e a bs e n c e of a n y s u c h  f e at ur e, 

t h e a b u n d a n c e of p ers o n al it e ms, a n d a s e di m e nt t y p e a n d c o m p a cti o n m or e si mil ar t o  E U 3 a n d 

l ess si mil ar t o E U 1. A c h all e n g e f a c e d i n t his u nit w as t h e a b u n d a n c e of g o p h er h ol es a n d n at ur al 

dist ur b a n c es b ut o v er all  it fit t h e e x p e ct ati o ns l ai d o ut b as e d o n k n o wl e d g e of pr e vi o us u nits . 
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Fi g ur e 5 .2 5  E x c a v ati o n U nit 4: L o c ati o n, o v er vi e w, a n d w est pr ofil e str ati gr a p h y.  

5. 4. 4. 2  U nit S e di m e nt ati o n  

D es pit e t h e n u m er o us g o p h er dist ur b a n c es, t h e s e di m e nt ati o n i n t his u nit w as f airl y i nt a ct e n o u g h 

f or a d e q u at e i nt er pr et ati o n. T h e v er y d ar k br o w n l a y er of l o os e t o ps oil w as sli g htl y m o u n d e d a n d 

w as u n d erl ai d wit h a l a y er of m e di u m h ar d d ar k gr e y s a n d y l o a m. It w as i n t h is s e c o n d l a y er t h at 

t h e g o p h er dist ur b a n c es w er e pri m aril y  u n c o v er e d. T h e n e xt l a y er w as t h e a nti ci p at e d c a bi n l a y er 

t h at w as a p pr o xi m at el y 1 0 c m t hi c k a n d w as m ostl y a m e di u m h ar d t o h ar d c o m p a ct gr a y t o li g ht 

br o w nis h gr e y l o a m y cl a y. T h e g o p h er dist ur b a n c e r e v e al e d m a n y p o c k ets of s a n d y l o a m a n d ol d 

c h o k e c h err y s e e ds of w hi c h a l ar g e s a m pl e w as c oll e ct e d. M u c h li k e t h e pr e vi o us u nits, t his 

c a bi n l a y er w as i d e ntifi e d wit h a t er mi n ati o n of hist ori c artif a cts at  a p pr o xi m at el y 2 0 c m D B D 

al o n gsi d e a  c h a n g e o f s e di m e nt t o a u nif or m c h u n k y d ar k gr e yis h br o w n l o a m y cl a y. T h e 

str ati gr a p h y w as f airl y u nif or m i n c o m p a cti o n f or b ot h t h e w est er n a n d n ort h er n pr ofil es.  
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5. 4. 4. 3  Artif a ct T ot als  

T h e t ot al artif a cts f o u n d i n t his u nit ar e pr es e nt e d i n  T a bl e 5 .4 . 

E U 4 is t h e o nl y u nit of t h e s e v e n w hi c h is e ntir el y l o c at e d wit hi n t h e pr o p os e d c a bi n. T his is 

r efl e ct e d i n t h e hi g h n u m b er of artif a cts wit hi n t h e Kit c h e n, P ers o n al, a n d H o us e h ol d Acti viti es 

c at e g or y. T his u nit h a d t h e t hir d hi g h est n u m b er of b e a ds f o u n d ( n = 6 9 6 ) w hi c h is ar o u n d 2 0. 7 % 

of all b e a ds r e c o v er e d. T his u nit als o c o nt ai ns t h e s e c o n d hi g h est n u m b er of c er a mi cs f o u n d 

(n = 1 0 0) w hi c h a c c o u nts f or a p pr o xi m at el y 2 0 % of all s h er ds r e c o v er e d . L astl y, t h e s e wi n g 

c at e g or y is r e pr es e nt e d b y str ai g ht pi ns ( n = 8) of w hi c h 2 1 % of t h e ass e m bl a g e w er e f o u n d i n t his 

u nit, t h e s e c o n d hi g h est of all u nits. All f u n cti o n al c at e g ori es i n t his u nit ar e r e pr es e nt e d. 

A d diti o n all y, t his u nit h a d  t h e l o west n u m b er of f a u n al a n d m et al fr a g m e nts f o u n d.  

 

F u n cti o n al C at e g o r y  Q u a ntit y  

A r c hit e ct u r al  9  

M a c hi n e C ut N ail  9  

Kit c h e n  1 0 1  

C er a mi c  1 0 0  

Gl ass C o nt ai n er  1  

P e rs o n al  7 0 1  

A d or n m e nt  6 9 9  

S e e d B e a ds  6 9 5  

B e a ds Ot h er  1  

E arri n g  3  

Cl ot hi n g  2  

Cl as ps  2  

H o us e h ol d A cti viti es  1 2  

S e wi n g  8  

Str ai g ht Pi ns  8  
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B o d y C ar e  2  

C o m b T e et h  2  

L a m p Gl ass  2  

H u nti n g a n d D ef e ns e  6  

L e a d S h ot  6  

Mis c ell a n e o us  5 2 2  

Gl ass Fr a g m e nts  5 1  

M et al Fr a g m e nts  9  

Lit hi cs  3 7  

W o o d  3  

F a u n al  3 9 7  

Fis h Fr a g m e nts  1 0 7  

Ot h ers  2 9 0  

Fl or a  1 1  

C h ar c o al  1  

Ot h ers  1 3  

 

T a bl e 5 .4  Artif a cts of E U 4  

 

5. 4. 4. 4  N ot a bl e Artif a cts  

As dis c uss e d, t his u nit c o nt ai ns t h e s e c o n d hi g h est n u m b er of c er a mi cs r e c o v er e d. M a n y l ar g e 

fr a g m e nts w er e r e c o v er e d a n d, if o n e w er e t o m a k e  a r o u g h esti m at e  at t h e si z e a n d w ei g ht of all 

c er a mi cs r e c o v er e d , t his u nit w o ul d li k el y b e a n o utli er. T w o l ar g e b o wl b ott o ms w er e r e c o v er e d 

fr o m t his u nit. O n e w hi c h w as f o u n d i n m a n y fr a g m e nts wit h t h e tr a nsf er w ar e Fl o w er V as e 

p att er n ( Dj O e-6: 5 3 6 2 -5 3 7 3). T h e ot h er w as a l ar g e w hit e e art h e n w ar e c er a mi c fr a g m e nt 

r e c o v er e d fr o m a g o p h er h ol e ( Dj O e-6: 5 1 1 1). A n ot h er n ot a bl e c er a mi c w as t h e b ott o m fr a g m e nt 

of a pl at e wit h t h e “ C o p el a n d ” m a k ers m ar k o n it ( Dj O e -6: 5 3 5 2). T his s h er d h a d a d et ail e d 

v ersi o n of t h e Fl o w er V as e p att er n o n it a n d r efit wit h a fr a g m e nt f o u n d i n E U 3 ( s e e Dj O e -
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6: 5 3 5 2). M or e ri m s h er ds of a Britis h Fl o w ers p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 5 4 0 0 -5 4 1 3) w as f o u n d  a n d  li k el y 

b el o n g e d  t o t h e s a m e or si mil ar v ess el as i n E U 3 (s e e Dj O e-6: 2 0 7 0 0, 1 9 7 3 3, 2 0 7 0 5). A n ot h er 

fr a g m e nt of t h e u n gl a z e d gr e y c er a mi c b ott o m s h er d w as f o u n d ( Dj O e-6: 6 0 4 4) w hi c h w as f o u n d 

t o r efit wit h a fr a g m e nt i n E U 5 (s e e Dj O e-6: 6 5 6 2).  

As f or ot h er  fi n ds, t h er e w er e n ot m a n y u ni q u e artif a cts r e c o v er e d i n t his u nit. M a n y of t h e 

s a m e si mil ar it e ms ar e f o u n d s u c h as l e a d s h ot, a l ar g e m et al b e a d, str ai g ht pi ns, bl a c k 

v ul c a ni z e d r u b b er c o m b t e et h, s m all m et al cl as ps , a n d m or e lit hi cs (si mil ar t o t h e s cr a p p er f o u n d 

i n E U 3; Dj O e -6:  1 7 5 5 9) f o u n d i n t h e o c c u p ati o n l a y er. O n e u ni q u e p ers o n al b el o n gi n g w as a n 

e arri n g f o u n d i n s e p ar at e p arts ( Dj O e -6: 6 0 7 0 -6 0 7 1, 6 0 6 9). As dis c uss e d, f e w m et al fr a g m e nts 

(n = 9) w er e f o u n d i n t his u nit a n d t h e y all li k el y c a m e fr o m t w o l ar g er pi e c es f o u n d ( Dj O e -6: 

5 6 8 7, 5 4 2 0. Dj O e -6: 5 4 1 4 -5 4 1 5). T his u nit i s t h e o nl y o n e t o b e c o m pl et el y wit hi n t h e pr o p os e d 

c a bi n a n d t h es e artif a cts h el p t o s u p p ort t h at ar g u m e nt.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .2 6  L ar g e d e c or at e d tr a nsf er w ar e pl at e b ott o m.  

Fl o w er V as e p att er n, b ott o m s h er d ( Dj O e -6: 5 3 6 2 -5 3 7 3 ).  

 

Fi g ur e 5 .2 7  L ar g e d e c or at e d pl at e.  

Fl o w er V as e p att er n , r efits wit h Dj O e-6: 2 0 7 1 1 i n E U 3  (Dj O e -6: 5 3 5 2 ).  
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Fi g ur e 5 .2 8  U n d e c or at e d w hit e gl az e e art h e n w ar e b o wl b ott o m . 

F o u n d i n a g o p h er h ol e wit hi n t h e u nit  (Dj O e -5 1 1 1 ). 
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Fi g ur e 5 .2 9  E arri n g f o u n d i n s e p ar at e pi e c es.  

(Dj O e -6 0 7 0 -6 0 7 1, 6 0 6 9 ). 

 

 

Fi g ur e 5 .3 0  A n u n gl az e d gr e y c er a mi c b ott o m s h er d.  

R efits wit h Dj O e -6: 6 5 6 2 i n E U 5  ( Dj O e-6: 6 0 4 4).  
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Fi g ur e 5 .3 1  C er a mi cs f o u n d i n E U 4.  

a. El c h o p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 5 3 9 1 ), b. El c h o p att er n ( Dj O e-6: 5 3 5 6 ), c. M a c a w/ P a g o d a p att er n 

( Dj O e-6: 8 0 6 4), d. U n k n o w n r e d p att er n, ri m s h er d ( Dj O e -6: 5 3 9 0), e. U n k n o w n r e d p att er, 

( Dj O e-6: 5 1 3 0 ), f. S m all s h er ds wit h p art of a n i m pr ess e d “ C o p el a n d ” m ar k ( Dj O e-6: 5 8 9 9 -

5 9 0 4 ), g. Britis h Fl o w ers p att er n, ri m s h er d (Dj O e -6: 5 4 0 0 -5 4 1 3),  h. Britis h Fl o w ers p att er n, ri m 

s h er d ( Dj O e -6: 5 1 6 2 ), i. Fl o w er V as e p att er n ( Dj O e-6: 5 3 7 5), j. S h a mr o c k p att er n ( Dj O e-

6: 5 4 1 9), k. S h a mr o c k p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 5 1 7 0), l. S h a mr o c k p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 5 0 9 6).  

 

l. 

d.  a.  

b.  c.  

k.  g.  

f. e.  

j. i. h.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .3 2  Ot h er artif a cts f o u n d.  

a. Cl as p ( Dj O e-6: 5 5 5 7), b. Cl as p ( Dj O e -6: 5 2 9 5).  c. R u b b er c o m b bristl e  ( Dj O e-6: 5 0 8 5 ), d. 

R u b b er c o m b bristl e ( Dj O e -6: 5 1 5 7 ), e. W o u n d b e a d ( Dj O e-6: 5 1 5 1 ), f. Le a d s h ot, fl att e n e d 

( Dj O e-6: 6 0 6 8 ), g.  L e a d s h ot ( Dj O e-6: 5 6 2 2 ), h. L e a d s h ot ( Dj O e-6: 5 9 7 5 ), i., j., k. , Lit hi c 

d e bit a g e, b r o w n c h al c e d o n y or k nif e ri v er fli nt i n a p p e ar a n c e (l eft t o ri g ht, Dj O e -6: 5 5 2 4 , 5 7 4 0 -

5 7 4 1) , l. Str ai g ht pi ns  (t o p t o b ott o m, Dj O e-6: 5 2 6 7, 5 0 6 4, 5 1 0 9, 5 0 9 7, 5 0 9 3).  

 

5. 4. 4. 5  S u m m ar y  

D es pit e t h e g o p h er dist ur b a n c es, t his u nit w as f airl y str ai g htf or w ar d  t o u n d erst a n d a n d i nt er pr et. 

I n o n e i nst a n c e, t h e pr es e n c e of a g o p h er h ol e s e e ms t o h a v e h el p e d t o pr es er v e a l ar g e p art of a 

w h at a p p e ars t o b e a tr a nsf er w ar e t e a c u p. T his w as t h e first u nit t h at w as c o m pl et el y wit hi n t h e 

c a bi n a n d c o nt ai n e d a hi g h n u m b er of artif a cts ass o ci at e d wit h t h e “ P ers o n al a n d R e cr e ati o n al ” 

a.  b.  
c.  

d.  

l. 

i. 
h.  g.  f. 

k.  j. 

e.  
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c at e g or y. W h e n j u st l o o ki n g at t h e b e a d t ot als, it r a n k e d t h e s e c o n d hi g h est i n n u m b er. As 

pr e di ct e d, t his u nit hi g hl y r es e m bl e d E U 3 i n b ot h s e di m e nt ati o n a n d fi n ds w hil e l a c ki n g t h e 

w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e.  

 

5. 4. 5  E x c a v ati o n U nit 5  

5. 4. 5. 1  U nit D es cri pti o n  

T his u nit w as t h e first of t h e 2 0 1 8 fi el d s e as o n t o i n v esti g at e a l ar g e p orti o n of t h e w o o d y tr e n c h 

f e at ur e f o u n d i n t h e pr e vi o us y e ar. T h e pri m ar y r es e ar c h q u esti o n w as t o a ns w er if t h e tr e n d of 

artif a ct distri b uti o n wit h i n t h e pr o p os e d c a bi n f o u n d i n E U 3 c o nti n u e d  a n d if it w as s e p ar at e d b y 

t his tr e n c h f e at ur e. T his u nit w as pl a c e d  dir e ctl y s o ut h of t h e a dj a c e nt u nit E U 3. It w as pr e di ct e d 

t o b e m or e li k e E U 1 i n b ot h artif a ct c o u nts a n d s e di m e nt ati o n wit h t h e w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e t o 

b e c o nt ai n e d m ostl y i n t h e n ort h w est er n q u a dr a nt of t h e u nit. O v er all, t his i nt er pr et ati o n h el d tr u e 

as it c o nt ai n e d l ess “ P ers o n al ” ass o ci at e d artif a cts t h a n E U 1 a n d a p pr o xi m at el y h alf of t h e m 

w er e c o nt ai n e d i n t h e n ort h w est er n q u a dr a nt w h er e t h e w o o d e n tr e n c h f e at ur e l a y.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .3 3  E x c a v ati o n U nit 5: L o c ati o n, o v er vi e w, a n d s o ut h pr ofil e str ati gr a p h y.  

5. 4. 5. 2  U nit S e di m e nt ati o n  

T his u nit r es e m bl e d E U 1 i n s e di m e nt ati o n. T h e l o os e s a n d y l o a m t o ps oil w as u n d erl ai d b y a 

l a y er of gr e yis h br o w n c h u n k y a n d s o m e w h at c o m p a ct l o a m. Li k e E U 1 t h e c a bi n o c c u p ati o n 

l a y er w as n ot pr es e nt b ut i nst e a d t h e t hir d l a y er r e v e al e d a p at c h w or k of diff eri n g s e di m e nt. T h e 

e x c e pti o n t o t his w as t h e w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e t h at w as pr es e nt i n t h e n ort h w est er n q u a dr a nt 

w hi c h c o nt ai n e d s o m e d ar k gr e yis h br o w n s oil i nt ers p ers e d wit h w o o d fr a g m e nts a n d s o m e p al e 

r e d c o m p a ct l o a m y cl a y i n t h e v er y f ar n ort h w est c or n er of t h e u nit. O v er all, t his t hir d l a y er 

c o nt ai n e d m a n y diff er e nt a n d diffi c ult t o i nt er pr et s oils b ut w as m ostl y a bs e nt  b y a p pr o xi m at el y 

2 2 c m D B D. Li k e t h e ot h er u nits, t h e b ott o m l a y er w as i d e ntifi e d wit h t h e t er mi n ati o n of hist ori c 

artif a cts a n d t h e a p p e ar a n c e of a u nif or m l a y er of v er y d ar k gr e yis h br o w n c h u n k y l o a m y cl a y. 

T h e str ati gr a p h y i n t his u nit o n t h e w est er n pr ofil e w as n ot r e c or d e d d u e t o E U 6 h a vi n g alr e a d y 
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b e e n p arti all y e x c a v at e d b y t h e ti m e E U 5 w as c o m pl et e d. T h e ot h er pr ofil es o n t h e e ast er n a n d 

s o ut h er n si d es w er e u nr e m ar k a bl e as t h e y w er e d et er mi n e d t o b e o utsi d e of t h e pr o p os e d c a bi n.   

 

5. 4. 5. 3  Artif a ct T ot als  

T h e t ot al artif a cts f o u n d i n t his u nit ar e pr es e nt e d i n  T a bl e 5 .5 . O nl y ar o u n d 3. 3 % of all b e a ds 

w er e f o u n d i n t his u nit (n = 1 1 1) w hi c h w as t h e f e w est  of all s e v e n u nits. T h er e w er e  als o f e w 

c er a mi cs f o u n d (n = 2 8) a c c o u nti n g f or o nl y ar o u n d 5. 6 % of s h er ds r e c o v er e d . T his is t h e s e c o n d 

f e w est c er a mi cs f o u n d aft er E U 1. A p art fr o m t h e f e w fr a g m e nts of wi n d o w gl ass f o u n d i n E U 1  

(n = 4) , t his u nit h a d  t h e o nl y ot h er pi e c e of wi n d o w gl ass w hi c h is a si n g ul ar l o n g fr a g m e nt. 

A d diti o n all y, t his u nit h as t h e f e w est n u m b er of n ails (n = 6) r e pr es e nti n g o nl y ar o u n d 7. 3 % of t h e 

t ot al f o u n d. T his u nit c o nt ai n e d artif a cts r e pr es e nti n g all  t h e f u n cti o n al c at e g ori es b ut, m u c h li k e 

E U 1, at l o w l e v els.  As m e nti o n e d,  it w as d et er mi n e d t h at t his u nit l a y m ostl y o utsi d e of t h e 

pr o p os e d c a bi n str u ct ur e.  

 

F u n cti o n al C at e g o r y  Q u a ntit y  

A r c hit e ct u r al  7  

M a c hi n e C ut N ail  6  

Wi n d o w Gl ass  1  

Kit c h e n  2 8  

C er a mi c  2 8  

P e rs o n al  1 1 1  

A d or n m e nt  1 1 1  

S e e d B e a ds  1 1 1  

H o us e h ol d A cti viti es  6  

S e wi n g  4  

Str ai g ht Pi ns  4  

B o d y C ar e  2  
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C o m b T e et h  2  

H u nti n g a n d D ef e ns e  3  

L e a d S h ot  3  

Mis c ell a n e o us  8 6 6  

Gl ass Fr a g m e nts  5 0  

M et al Fr a g m e nts  1 0  

Lit hi cs  7 8  

St o n e Fr a g m e nts  1  

F a u n al  6 1 9  

Fis h Fr a g m e nts  2 9 8  

Ot h ers  4 2 1  

Fl or a  6  

Ot h ers  2  

 

T a bl e 5 .5  Artif a cts of E U 5  

 

5. 4. 5. 4  N ot a bl e Artif a cts  

T h e first n ot a bl e artif a ct w ort h dis c ussi n g is a n ot h er b ott o m fr a g m e nt of a n u n gl a z e d gr e y 

c er a mi c ( Dj O e -6: 6 5 6 2). T w o m or e fr a g m e nts of w h at s e e m t o b e a si mil ar or t h e s a m e artif a ct 

w er e f o u n d i n E U 2 a n d a n ot h er fr a g m e nt w as f o u n d i n E U 4 w hi c h r efit wit h t his o n e ( Dj O e-

6: 6 0 4 4). T his is i nt er esti n g b e c a us e t h e fr a g m e nts ar e f o u n d o n eit h er si d e of t h e pr o p os e d c a bi n 

w all. A r e as o n a bl e e x pl a n ati o n w o ul d b e eit h er p ost -d e p ositi o n al m o v e m e nt or t h at t h at t his 

pi e c e w as si m pl y dis c ar d e d o utsi d e of t h e c a bi n w hi l e t h e ot h ers w er e d e p osit e d i nt o t h e c a bi n  

fl o or. 

  T h e ot h er artif a cts w ort h m e nti o ni n g ar e t h e c er a mi cs f o u n d i n t his u nit. T h e m ost 

n ot a bl e b ei n g a  si z a bl e  a n d d e c or at e d ri m s h er d ( Dj O e -6: 6 3 7 5). It is a T histl e p att er n pr o d u c e d 

b y S p o d e a n d C o p el a n d wi t h a m a n uf a ct uri n g d at e 1 8 6 9-e arl y 2 0 t h-c e nt ur y ( H a milt o n  1 9 8 2 : 6 3; 
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S uss m a n 1 9 7 9: 2 1 9). T his is u ni q u e as it w o ul d b e r e as o n a bl e t o esti m at e a ti m eli n e of pr o d u cti o n 

t o tr a ns p ort ati o n t o t his sit e b ei n g ar o u n d t w o s e as o ns. T h er ef or e,  a r e as o n a bl e e arli est ti m e of 

arri v al at t his sit e b ei n g ar o u n d 1 8 7 1. T his p att er n is als o f o u n d i n ot h er u nits. T his artif a ct is t hi n 

a n d c ur v e d i n a m a n n er s u g g esti v e of a t e a c u p. T h e o nl y ot h er di a g n osti c c er a mi c fr a g m e nt w as 

a n ot h er c o u pl e pi e c es of t h e El c h o p att er n as s e e n i n ot h er u nits. M or e fr a g m e nts of a li g ht 

br o w n gl a z e d st o n e w ar e v ess el w er e f o u n d. 

 

 

Fi g ur e 5 .3 4  T histl e p att er n.  

L ar g e ri m s h er d, li k el y fr o m a t e a c u p  (Dj O e -6: 6 3 7 5 ).  
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Fi g ur e 5 .3 5  Gl az e d st o n e w ar e c er a mi cs.  

(Dj O e -6: 6 3 7 1 -6 3 7 2 ). 

 

 

Fi g ur e 5 .3 6  U n gl az e d gr e y c er a mi c v ess el b ott o m.  

R efits wit h Dj O e -6 0 4 4 i n E U 4  ( Dj O e-6: 6 5 6 2).  
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Fi g ur e 5 .3 7  W i n d o w gl ass. 

(Dj O e -6: 6 3 7 6 ) 

 

 

a.  

e.  c.  

b.  

d.  



 
 

1 6 2  

 

Fi g ur e 5 .3 8  D o m esti c Artif a ct Pl at e.  

a.  Bl a c k v ul c a niz e d  r u b b er  c o m b bristl e ( Dj O e-6: 7 2 0 2 ), b.  Str ai g ht p i ns (t o p t o b ott o m, 

Dj O e: 6 7 2 0 0 , 7 1 6 2 -7 1 6 4 ), c. W hit e w ar e c er a mi c ( Dj O e -6: 6 5 4 8 , 6 5 4 5 ), d. El c h o p att er n ( Dj O e-

6: 6 4 0 6 ), e. El c h o p att er n ( Dj O e-6: 6 3 8 6 ).  

 

 

 

Fi g ur e 5 .3 9  M et al fr a g m e nts  

a. L e a d s h ot , fl att e n e d (Dj O e -6 6 8 3 ), b ., c., d., e., M et al fr a g m e nts  (s e q u e nti all y, Dj O e -6: 6 5 5 6, 

6 5 5 3, 6 5 5 5 , 6 5 5 4), f. M a c hi n e c ut nails ( t o p t o b ott o m, Dj O e-6: 1 6 0 1 7, 6 3 8 7, 6 4 0 7, 6 4 1 7).  

 

 

c.  

a.  

b.  
f. 

d.  
e.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .4 0  Fis h s c al es  

(Dj O e -6: 7 0 4 0 -7 0 9 7 ).  

 

5. 4. 5. 5  S u m m ar y  

T h e cl e ar c o nti n u ati o n of t h e w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e f o u n d i n 2 0 1 7 w as t h e m ost n ot a bl e p art of 

t his u nit. D es pit e t h e r el ati v e s h ort c o mi n gs of hist ori c artif a cts, t his u nit s er v e d its p ur p os e i n 

h el pi n g t o a ns w er t h e r es e ar c h q u esti o ns r e g ar di n g t h e pr o p os e d c a bi n. M u c h li k e E U 1, m ost of 

t h e hist ori c artif a cts w er e i n t h e n ort h w est er n q u a dr a nt, t h e o nl y p art of t h e u nit al o n g t h e w o o d y 

tr e n c h f e at ur e. T he l a c k of d at a i n t his u nit still pr o vi d e d  cl e ar d at a wit hi n t h e l ar g er c o nt e xt of 

t h e r es e ar c h pr oj e ct. 
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5. 4. 6  E x c a v ati o n U nit 6  

5. 4. 6. 1  U nit D es cri pti o n  

T his u nit w as t h e s e c o n d o n e of t h e 2 0 1 8 fi el d s e as o n t o c o nt ai n t h e w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e. B as e d 

o n t h e a n gl e a n d dir e cti o n  of t h e f e at ur e i n E U 3 a n d E U 5, t his u nit w as pr e di ct e d t o b e m ostl y 

wit hi n t h e c a bi n a n d t o c o nt ai n a hi g h n u m b er of p ers o n al it e ms m u c h li k e E U 3. O v er all, t his 

pr e di cti o n h el d tr u e as it c o nt ai n e d t h e  t hir d hi g h est n u m b er of b e a ds a n d ot h er p ers o n al it e ms 

w hi c h w as c o m p ar a bl e t o t h e ot h er t w o u nits  w hi c h w er e d et er mi n e d t o b e wit hi n t h e c a bi n , E U 3 

a n d E U 4. T h e w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e w as pr es e nt al o n g t h e s o ut h e ast er n q u a dr a nt of t h e u nit a n d 

c o nti n u e d al o n g t h e pr e di ct e d a n gl e. T his u nit w as pl a c e d dir e ctl y w est of t h e a dj a c e nt E U 5.  

 

Fi g ur e 5 .4 1  E x c a v ati o n U nit 6: L o c ati o n, o v er vi e w, a n d n ort h pr ofil e str ati gr a p h y.  
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5. 4. 6. 2  U nit S e di m e nt ati o n  

T h e first l a y er c o nsist e d of t h e t y pi c al l o os el y c o m p a ct d ar k br o w n s a n d y l o a m t o ps oil 

i nt ers p ers e d wit h gr ass r o ots. Fr o m t h er e, e a c h s u bs e q u e nt l a y er w as m ostl y i nt a ct a n d fr e e of 

a n y n at ur al dist ur b a n c es. T h e s e c o n d  l a y er c o nsist e d of a d ar k gr e yis h br o w n sli g htl y s a n d y l o a m 

of m e di u m c o m p a cti o n. B e n e at h t h at l a y er w as t h e t y pi c al “ C ” o c c u p ati o n l a y er wit h t h e 

ass o ci at e d w o o d y tr e n c h. U ni q u e t o t his u nit, b as e d o n t h e s e di m e nt ati o n, t h e o c c u p ati o n l a y er 

w as o nl y ar o u n d 5 c m d e e p i n t his u nit. M u c h li k e E U 3, m ost of  t h e u nit w as d et er mi n e d t o b e 

wit hi n t h e c a bi n a n d c o nsist e d of a li g ht r e d dis h br o w n a n d c o m p a ct m ottl e d l o a m y cl a y. M u c h 

li k e t h e ot h er u nits, t h e w o o dy tr e n c h f e at ur e c o nt ai n e d a m ostl y d ar k br o w n m e di u m c o m p a ct e d 

l o a m wit h m a n y s m all w o o d fr a g m e nts. T h e b ott o m l a y er c o nt ai n e d t h e t y pi c al d ar k gr e yis h 

br o w n c h u n k y l o a m y cl a y a n d h a d a s u d d e n t er mi n ati o n of hist ori c artif a cts.  

T h e str ati gr a p h y al o n g t h e n ort h er n a n d w est er n pr ofil es s h o w e d si mil ar c o m p a cti o n t o 

t h e pr ofil es s e e n i n t h e n ort h er n a n d w est er n pr ofil es of E U 3. T h e s o ut h er n pr ofil e s h o w e d 

si mil ar c o m p a cti o n wit h t h e e x c e pti o n of  a n alt er e d  c o m p a cti o n of t h e w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e i n 

t h e e ast er n c or n er of t h e pr ofil e.  

 

5. 4. 6. 3  Artif a ct T ot als  

T h e t ot al artif a cts f o u n d i n t his u nit ar e pr es e nt e d i n  T a bl e 5 .6 . E U 6 w as al m ost f ull y wit hi n t h e 

c a bi n ar e a a n d w as e x p e ct e d t o b e m or e r efl e cti v e of E U 3 a n d E U 4. T his u nit c o nt ai n e d t h e 

f o urt h hi g h est q u a ntit y of b e a ds (n = 5 7 3 ) wit h a p pr o xi m at el y 1 7 % of all r e c o v er e d. It als o 

c o nt ai n e d t h e f o urt h hi g h est n u m b er of c er a mi cs ( n = 5 5) at ar o u n d 1 1 % of all r e c o v er e d. E U 6 

w as e x c e pti o n al f or t h e n u m b er of str ai g ht pi ns f o u n d , c o nt ai n i n g t h e gr e at est q u a ntit y  of str ai g ht 
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pi ns ( n = 1 8) at wit h 4 7. 4 % of all r e c o v er e d. T his w as al m ost h alf of all pi ns f o u n d wit hi n t h e 

e ntir e e x c a v ati o n. S ur prisi n gl y, t his u nit l a c k e d a n y ot h er u ni q u e p ers o n al  it e ms li k e s p e ci al 

a d or n m e nts. It m ostl y h a d c o m m o n p ers o n al it e ms  f o u n d i n ot h er u nits s u c h as c o m b t e et h a n d 

kit c h e n it e ms s u c h as l e a d f oil. T his u nit als o l a c k e d artif a cts wit hi n t h e “ H u nti n g a n d D ef e ns e ” 

f u n cti o n al c at e g or y. T h e gr e at est  n u m b er  of n ails ( n = 2 0) w er e als o f o u n d i n t his u nit at 2 4. 4 % or 

al m ost o n e q u art er of all n ails f o u n d. L astl y, t his u nit h a d t h e s e c o n d m ost a m o u nt of f a u n al 

r e m ai ns (n = 1 1 4 4) w hi c h c o ntr ast s wit h  E U 4 w hi c h h a d t h e f e w est  a n d w as als o f ull y wit hi n t h e 

c a bi n . T his mi g ht b e o n a c c o u nt of E U 7, t h e a dj a c e nt u nit, h a vi n g t h e hi g h est n u m b er of f a u n al 

(n = 1 2 5 8).  

 

 

F u n cti o n al C at e g o r y  Q u a ntit y  

A r c hit e ct u r al  2 0  

M a c hi n e C ut N ail  2 0  

Kit c h e n  5 8  

C er a mi c  5 5  

L e a d F oil  6  

Gl ass C o nt ai n er  1  

P e rs o n al  5 7 5  

A d or n m e nt  5 7 3  

S e e d B e a ds  5 7 2  

B e a ds Ot h er  1  

Cl ot hi n g  2  

Cl as ps  2  

H o us e h ol d A cti viti es  2 4  

S e wi n g  1 8  

Str ai g ht Pi ns  1 8  

B o d y C ar e  6  
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C o m b  1  

C o m b T e et h  5  

Mis c ell a n e o us  1 5 2 5  

Gl ass Fr a g m e nts  2 3 2  

M et al Fr a g m e nts  1 1  

Lit hi cs  1 2 9  

F a u n al  1 1 4 4  

Fis h Fr a g m e nts  4 3 8  

Ot h ers  7 0 6  

Fl or a  3  

Ot h ers  6  

 

T a bl e 5 .6  Artif a cts of E U 6  

5. 4. 6. 4  N ot a bl e Artif a cts  

Fi v e fr a g m e nts of bl a c k v ul c a ni z e d  r u b b er c o m b t e et h w er e f o u n d i n t his u nit. T hr e e of t h e t e et h 

( Dj O e-6: 8 0 4 9, 8 4 5 4, 8 4 5 5) r es e m bl e d t h e ot h ers f o u n d i n t h e e x c a v ati o n. T w o of w hi c h w er e 

f o u n d t o b e fr o m a diff er e nt st yl e of c o m b wit h t hi n n er a n d m or e p oi nt e d t e et h ( Dj O e-6: 8 9 6 2, 

8 6 8 6). P ar t of a l o us e b o n e c o m b ( Dj O e-6: 8 8 7 0) w as r e c o v er e d of t h e s a m e or si mil ar st yl e as 

t h e o n e f o u n d i n E U 1 ( Dj O e-6: 1 1 3 5 9).  

A si g nifi c a nt fi n d i n t his u nit w as a li n e of ei g ht w hit e b e a ds f o u n d. It w as r e c o v er e d o n 

t h e t o p of t h e o c c u p ati o n or “ C ” l a y er. T his sti n g of b e a ds ( Dj O e -8 8 6 0 -8 8 6 8) w as f o u n d i nsi d e 

t h e c a bi n a n d it is f urt h er r e pr es e nt ati v e of t h e c ult ur al a cti vit y of b e a di n g w hi c h h a d o c c urr e d  

h er e. M u c h li k e t h e fl o w er b e a d w or k, t his stri n g of b e a ds w as f o u n d a n d r e c o v er e d t h a n ks t o t h e 

c ar ef ul e x c a v ati o n m et h o ds t h at w er e e m pl o y e d f or t his pr oj e ct. T h e y w er e r e m o v e d s e p ar at el y 

b ut c at al o g u e d a n d k e pt t o g et h er.  
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As m e nti o n e d, t his u nit c o nt ai n e d al m ost h alf of all t h e str ai g ht pi ns f o u n d i n t h e 

e x c a v ati o n. K n o wi n g t h at b e a di n g h a d  li k el y o c c urr e d  i n t his u nit, it d o es n ot c o m e t o m u c h 

s ur pris e t h at s o m a n y pi ns w er e als o f o u n d. P ossi bl y  us e d f or s e wi n g , t h e dis c ussi o n s urr o u n di n g 

t h e f u n cti o n al utilit y of str ai g ht pi ns c a n b est b e s u m m ari z e d i n W ei n b e n d er ( 2 0 0 3: 9 5 -9 8) . 

Str ai g ht pi ns ar e str o n gl y ass o ci at e d wit h v ari o us d o m esti c s kills a n d a cti viti es. As d es cri b e d b y  

W ei n b e n d er (2 0 0 3: 9 5 -9 8) , P etit e Vill e w as n ot a bl e f or t h e l ar g e q u a ntiti es of str ai g ht pi ns f o u n d 

w hi c h h a d b e e n s e e mi n gl y b e nt i n v ari o us s h a p es f or u n k n o w n p ur p os es. All t h e pi ns f o u n d 

d uri n g t his r es e ar c h h a v e b e e n eit h er str ai g ht, r ust e d, or h a d a sli g ht b e n d. O nl y o n e pi n ( Dj O e -

6: 7 8 8 5), f o u n d i n t his u nit, h as b e e n cl e arl y b e n t i n t h e s h a p e of “ U ” or “J ”. T h e p ur p os e or 

f u n cti o n of t his pi n is u n k n o w n. 

T his u nit c o nt ai n e d m a n y of t h e s a m e c er a mi c p att er ns as f o u n d i n ot h er u nits. T h e 

H o n e ys u c kl e p att er n , pr o d u c e d b et w e e n 1 8 5 5 –  p ost -1 8 8 2 ( H a milt o n 1 9 8 2: 6 2; S uss m a n 

1 9 7 9: 1 2 6) , w as t h e o nl y n e wl y i d e ntifi e d p att er n. A n ot h er s h er d of t h e u n k n o w n r e d p att er n 

( Dj O e-6: 8 9 7 7) w as f o u n d i n t his u nit. A d esi g n of w h at a p p e ars t o b e a Gr a p e H y a ci nt h e p att er n 

c a n b e s e e n  o n t his p att er n.  M a n y ri m s h er ds a n d t w o b o d y s h er ds of a S h a mr o c k p a tt er n e d 

t e a c u p w er e  als o f o u n d ( Dj O e -6: 9 0 8 0, 8 9 7 4, 8 9 9 7, 8 0 5 0 -8 0 5 2, 8 0 5 9, 7 3 6 1).  
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Fi g ur e 5 .4 2  C o m b  

a. L o us e b o n e c o m b (Dj O e -6: 8 8 7 0 ), b., c., d., e., f. Bl a c k v ul c a niz e d  r u b b er c o m b t e et h  

 (S e q u e nti all y , Dj O e -6: 8 0 4 9, 8 4 5 4 , 8 9 6 2, 8 6 8 6, 8 4 5 5). 

a.  

b.  

c.  

d.  

e.  

f. 
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Fi g ur e 5 .4 3  L ar g e u n m ar k e d gl ass b ott o m.  

(Dj O e -6: 8 9 7 6 ). 

 

Fi g ur e 5 .4 4  B e a ds  
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W o u n d b e a d, bl u e ( Dj O e -6: 8 0 0 0) , W hit e s e e d b e a ds, f o u n d i n sit u i n o n e sti n g ( Dj O e -8 8 5 9 -

8 8 6 6 ). 

 

 

Fi g ur e 5 .4 5  L e a d F oil.  

a., b. ( Dj O e -6: 7 7 9 8 -7 7 9 9 ), c., d., e., f. (Dj O e -6: 8 8 8 9 -8 8 9 2 ). 

 

f. d.  c.  

a.  

e.  

b.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .4 6  M a c hi n e c ut n ails.  

L eft c ol u m n  (t o p t o b ott o m, Dj O e -6: 8 0 2 1, 8 0 5 6, 8 0 6 3, 8 9 8 1, 8 0 2 2, 8 0 2 4, 7 8 1 2 ), Mi d dl e c ol u m n  

(t o p t o b ott o m, Dj O e -6: 9 3 1 0, 8 9 0 9, 8 8 8 7 ), Ri g ht c ol u m n  (t o p t o b ott o m, Dj O e -6: 7 7 7 1, 7 9 0 1, 

7 9 2 2, 7 9 0 2, 9 1 2 3, 9 1 2 0, 9 1 1 9, 9 1 2 4, 8 9 9 3 ). 
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Fi g ur e 5 .4 7  Str ai g ht pi ns  

L eft c ol u m n  (t o p t o b ott o m, Dj O e -6: 7 3 5 4, 8 8 8 5, 7 7 7 2, 8 8 1 0 -8 8 1 1, 8 6 8 2 -8 6 8 5, 8 0 5 7 ), Ri g ht 

c ol u m n (t o p t o b ott o m, Dj O e -6: 8 3 4 2 -8 3 4 3, 8 4 5 2 -8 4 5 3, 7 8 8 5, 7 9 2 8, 7 9 2 9, 7 7 6 3 ). 
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Fi g ur e 5 .4 8  C er a mi cs.  

a. S h a mr o c k p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 9 0 8 0 ), b. S h a mr o c k p att er n, ri m s h er d ( Dj O e -6: 8 9 7 4 ), c. 

S h a mr o c k p att er n, ri m s h er d ( Dj O e -6: 8 9 9 7 ), d. S h a mr o c k p att er n, ri m s h er ds ( Dj O e-6: 8 0 5 0 -

8 0 5 2 ), e. S h a mr o c k p att er n, ri m s h er d ( Dj O e -6: 8 0 5 9 ), f. S h a mr o c k p att er n ( Dj O e-6: 7 3 6 1 ),  

g. U n k n o w n r e d p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 8 9 7 7 ), h. El c h o p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 8 9 8 9 ), i. El c h o p att er n ( Dj O e-

6: 7 3 5 0 ), j. H o n e ys u c kl e p att er n ( Dj O e-6: 7 3 5 6 -7 3 5 9 ), k. C o nti n e nt al Vi e ws/ L o uis Q u at orz e 

p att er n, ri m s h er d ( Dj O e -6: 8 9 6 5), l. M a c a w/ P a g o d a p att er n ( Dj O e-6: 8 0 2 3), m. T histl e p att er n 

( Dj O e-6: 7 9 1 2 ). 

b.  c.  d.  e.  

m . 

f. 
a.  

j. i. 

h.  

g.  

l. 
k.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .4 9  W hit e b e a d stri n g i n sit u.  

5. 4. 6. 5  S u m m ar y  

T his u nit f urt h er h el p e d t o gi v e w ei g ht t o t h e i d e a t h at t his w as a hi v er n a nt  c a bi n  b as e d t h e 

artif a cts f o u n d . E U 6 c o nt ai n e d a hi g h n u m b er of p ers o n al artif a cts c o m p ar a bl e t o  E U 3 a n d E U 4. 

All t hr e e of t h es e u nits l a y o n t h e w est er n si d e of t h e w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e a n d , c oll e cti v el y, 

c o nt ai n  t h e o v er w h el mi n g m aj orit y of  d o m esti c ass o ci at e d artif a cts. T h e stri n g of w hit e b e a ds 

h el p e d t o c o m pli m e nt all t h e pr e vi o us e vi d e n c e t h at s u g g est e d t h e o c c u p a nts of t h e c a bi n w er e 

e n g a g e d i n b e a di n g a cti viti es at t h e ti m e of d e p ositi o n. T his u nit w as als o r e m ar k a bl e f or t h e 

n u m b er of str ai g ht pi ns f o u n d. O v er all, t his u nit pr o vi d e d a v al u a bl e s a m pl e of artif a cts t o 

s u p p ort t his st u d y.  
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5. 4. 7  E x c a v ati o n U nit 7  

5. 4. 7. 1  U nit D es cri pti o n  

T his w as t h e l ast u nit e x c a v at e d i n t h e 2 0 1 8 fi el d s e as o n. T h e w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e cr oss e d 

t hr o u g h all b ut t h e n ort h w est er n q u a dr a nt wit h a p pr o xi m at el y 6 0 % of t his u nit b ei n g wit hi n t h e 

c a bi n. S e di m e nt ati o n w as c o m p ar a bl e wit h w h at h a d b e e n s e e n i n t h e pr e vi o us u nits. T h e hist ori c 

artif a cts w er e s o m e w h at l o w er t h a n e x p e ct e d i n t his u nit. T h e t ot als w er e m or e c o m p ar a bl e t o 

E U 1 a n d E U 5 w hi c h w er e al m ost c o m pl et el y o utsi d e of t h e c a bi n. O v er all, t his u nit c o nti n u e d t o 

s u p p ort t h e pr e vi o usl y o bs er v e d tr e n ds i n t his st u d y.  

 

Fi g ur e 5 .5 0  E U 7 lo c ati o n, o v er vi e w, a n d s o ut h pr o fil e str ati gr a p h y. 

5. 4. 7. 2  U nit S e di m e nt ati o n  

T h e t o ps oil l a y er c o nt ai n e d t h e t y pi c all y o bs er v e d l o os e d ar k br o w n l o a m. T h e s e c o n d  l a y er 

c o nt ai n e d d ar k gr e yis h br o w n l o a m y cl a y of m e di u m c o m p a cti o n wit h s o m e p at c h es of s a n d y 
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l o a m. A d diti o n all y, t h is s e c o n d l a y er a ls o c o nt ai n e d a s ur prisi n gl y di a g n osti c artif a ct i n t h e f or m 

of a c o nt ai n er b ottl e w hi c h will b e dis c uss e d l at er i n t his s e cti o n. T h e o c c u p ati o n “ C ” l a y er w as 

s m all er t h a n e x p e ct e d b ut f oll o w e d a n ort h er n sl o pi n g tr e n d o bs er v e d a cr oss all u nits. T his l a y er  

w as m ostl y a li g ht r e d dis h br o w n a n d c o m p a ct m ottl e d l o a m y cl a y i n t h e r o u g hl y 6 0 % of t h e u nit 

d et er mi n e d t o b e wit hi n t h e c a bi n. T h e w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e wit hi n t h e o c c u p ati o n l a y er w as a 

m ostl y d ar k br o w n l o os e t o m e di u m c o m p a ct e d l o a m. T h e f e at ur e w as e x c e pti o n all y a p p ar e nt i n 

t his u nit a n d w ell d o c u m e nt e d as a r es ult. T h e s o ut h e ast c or n er of t h e o c c u p ati o n l a y er w as a 

gr e yis h br o w n c o m p a ct l o a m y cl a y. T h e b ott o m l a y er s a w t h e t y pi c al t er mi n ati o n of hist ori c 

artif a cts a n d c o nt ai n e d a d ar k gr e yis h br o w n c h u n k y l o a m y cl a y.  

T h e str ati gr a p h y w as c o m p ar a bl e t o w h at w as o bs er v e d  wit h th e ot h er u nits  tr a ns e ct e d b y 

t h e w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e. T h e w est er n pr ofil e s h o w e d a cl e ar c o m p a cti o n r e pr es e nt ati v e of t h e 

o c c u p ati o n l a y er w hil e t h e e ast er n pr ofil e l a c k e d a n y si g ns of t his. T h e s o ut h er n pr ofil e w as a 

c o m p ar a bl e s plit b et w e e n t h e t w o wit h t h e tr e n c h f e at ur e as t h e di vi di n g li n e.  

 

5. 4. 7. 3  Artif a ct T ot als  

T h e t ot al artif a cts f o u n d i n t his u nit ar e pr es e nt e d i n  T a bl e 5 .7 . E U 7 w as a n ot h er u nit t h at w as 

m ostl y h alf s plit i nsi d e a n d o utsi d e of t h e pr o p os e d c a bi n m u c h li k e E U 2. S ur prisi n gl y, t his u nit 

c o nt ai n e d t h e s e c o n d l o w est n u m b er of b e a ds f o u n d ( n = 1 1 7) at ar o u n d 3. 5 % of t h e t ot al 

r e c o v er e d. E U 7 w as als o o n e of t w o u nits t h at c o nt ai n e d n o str ai g ht pi ns. T his w as u n e x p e ct e d as 

t h e a dj a c e nt u nit, E U 6, c o nt ai n e d t h e gr e at est n u m b er of str ai g ht pi ns. I n c o ntr ast, t his u nit 

c o nt ai n e d t h e t hir d hi g h est n u m b er ( n = 9 6) of c er a mi cs f o u n d at ar o u n d 1 9. 3 % of all r e c o v er e d. 



 
 

1 7 8  

All f u n cti o n al c at e g ori es i n t his u nit ar e r e pr es e nt e d. A d diti o n all y, t his u nit c o nt ai n e d t h e hi g h est 

q u a ntit y of  f a u n al r e m ai ns r e c o v er e d (n = 1 2 5 8).  

F u n cti o n al C at e g o r y  Q u a ntit y  

A r c hit e ct u r al  5 2  

M a c hi n e C ut N ail  1 1  

C hi n ki n g  4 1  

Kit c h e n  1 0 4  

C er a mi c  9 6  

L e a d F oil  4  

Gl ass C o nt ai n er  4  

P e rs o n al  1 1 7  

A d or n m e nt  1 1 7  

S e e d B e a ds  1 1 7  

H o us e h ol d A cti viti es  2  

B o d y C ar e  2  

C o m b T e et h  2  

H u nti n g a n d D ef e ns e  1  

A m m u niti o n  1  

Mis c ell a n e o us  1 5 5 8  

Gl ass Fr a g m e nts  9 0  

M et al Fr a g m e nts  2 1  

Lit hi cs  1 4 7  

St o n e Fr a g m e nt  4  

W o o d  2 2  

F a u n al  1 2 5 8  

Fis h Fr a g m e nts  2 0 4  

Ot h ers  1 0 5 4  

Fl or a  3  

M o d er n  3  

Ot h ers  1 0  

 

T a bl e 5 .7  Artif a cts of E U 7  
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5. 4. 7. 4  N ot a bl e Artif a cts  

T his u nit h as t w o di a g n osti c gl ass c o nt ai n ers t h at w er e r e c o v er e d i nsi d e t h e c a bi n ar e a. T h e first 

is a c yli n dri c al gl ass b ottl e b ott o m ( Dj O e-6: 9 3 7 9) wit h t h e l ett ers “ G. W. ” i m pr ess e d o nt o it. T his 

m ar k c orr es p o n ds wit h t h e Gr e at W est er n Gl ass C o m p a n y/ Gr e at W est er n Gl ass W or ks i n St. 

L o uis, Miss o uri  ( W hitt e n n. d.). F ort B e nt o n i n M o nt a n a T errit or y h a d b e e n r e c ei vi n g s u p pli es 

fr o m St. L o uis b y st e a m b o at si n c e t h e 1 8 6 0s w hi c h li k el y hi g hli g hts t h e p at h t his pr o d u ct t o o k  

( C or bi n 2 0 0 6: 2 4-3 0) . T his c o m p a n y pr o d u c e d m a n y b ottl es of m e di ci n al pr o d u cts s u c h as C ast or 

Oil f or e x p ort t o t h e fr o nti er d uri n g t his ti m e. I nt er esti n gl y, t h e d at e of pr o d u cti o n f or t his b ottl e 

ar e t h e y e ars b et w e e n 1 8 7 4 –  1 8 8 7  ( W hitt e n n. d.). It t o o k s e v er al m o nt hs f or a st e a m b o at t o 

r e a c h F ort B e nt o n fr o m St. L o uis s o t h e e arli est t his b ottl e c o ul d h a v e arri v e d  at t h e sit e w as 

li k el y 1 8 7 5 ( C or bi n 2 0 0 6: 2 4-3 0) . T his d at e r a n g e c orr es p o n ds with t h e s e c o n d ( 1 8 7 4 -1 8 7 8) a n d 

t hir d ( 1 8 7 8-1 8 8 2) o c c u p ati o n p eri o d of t his sit e as i d e ntifi e d i n C h a pt er 3 . T h e f a ct t h at t his 

b ottl e w as f o u n d i n t h e “ B ” l a y er a b o v e t h e m ai n o c c u p ati o n l a y er “ C ” gi v es m or e w ei g ht t o i d e a 

t h at t his c a bi n w as pri m aril y o c c u pi e d d uri n g t h e s e c o n d a n d n ot t h e t hir d p eri o d. T h e s e c o n d 

gl ass c o nt ai n er ( Dj O e -6: 9 7 1 4 ) h as a r e ct a n g ul ar s h a p e i m pr ess e d wit h “ 4 1 1 ”. T o d at e, n ot hi n g 

c a n b e f o u n d p ositi v el y i d e ntif yi n g artif a ct  t o a m a n uf a ct ur er. T his c o nt ai n er w as als o f o u n d i n 

t h e “ B ” l a y er.  

A n ot h er di a g n osti c artif a ct f o u n d w as t h e s p e nt . 4 4 H e nr y c e ntr e -fir e c artri d g e. T his t y p e 

of a m m u niti o n w as c o m m o n f or t h e p eri o d a n d f o u n d at ot h er hi v er n a nt  sit es ( W ei n b e n d er 

2 0 0 3: 1 0 2; D oll et al. 1 9 8 8: 8 6 -8 9). T h e r a n g e of pr o d u cti o n f or t his a m m u niti o n  w as 1 8 6 0 -1 8 9 8. 

F or m or e dis c ussi o n r e g ar di n g H e nr y rifl es a n d t h eir k n o w n us e a m o n g t h e M étis, s e e D oll et al.  

( 1 9 8 8:8 6 -8 9 ). E U 7 als o c o nt ai n e d m a n y ot h er c o m m o nl y f o u n d artif a cts s u c h as c o m b t e et h, l e a d 
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f oil, a n d m a c hi n e c ut n ails. T h e i d e ntifia bl e c er a mi cs f o u n d i n t his u nit w er e all p att er ns f o u n d 

t hr o u g h o ut t h e e x c a v ati o n i n ot h er u nits. At l e ast t w o n e w u ni d e ntifi a bl e p att er ns w er e r e c o v er e d 

( Dj O e-6: 9 6 7 9 & 9 3 3 4, 9 7 4 5, 9 7 2 9).  

T his u nit als o c o nt ai n e d t h e o nl y m o d er n artif a cts f o u n d i n t h e e n tir e e x c a v ati o n 

r e pr es e nt e d b y a s h er d of br o w n b e er b ottl e gl ass ( Dj O e-6: 9 3 8 6), a wir e c ut n ail ( Dj O e -6: 9 3 8 2), 

a n d a b ottl e c a p  ( Dj O e-6: 9 3 8 3). T h e y w er e all f o u n d at t h e tr a nsiti o n al ar e a b et w e e n l a y ers A/ B 

o n t o p of t h e “ B ” l a y er. Cl e arl y 2 0 t h-c e nt ur y i n tr usi o ns, t h e y r e pr es e nt t h e s ettl er hist or y of w h e n 

t his sit e w as p art of a r a n c h a n d t h e n l at er as a p o p ul ar h a n g o ut s p ot f or l o c al y o ut hs. L astl y, 

a n ot h er lit hi c s cr a p p er w as f o u n d i n t his u nit,  a n d it a p p e ars t o h a v e b e e n m a d e fr o m s o m e t y p e 

of w hit e c h ert or S w a n Ri v er c h ert ( Dj O e -6: 9 7 0 0). It w as f o u n d at t h e b ott o m of t h e “ B ” l a y er i n 

t h e ar e a o utsi d e of t h e c a bi n. 

 

 

 



 
 

1 8 1  

 

Fi g ur e 5 .5 1  G. W. b ottl e  b as e.  

F o u n d i n t o p of “ B ” l a y er i n t h e n ort h w est q u a dr a nt  o n t h e i nsi d e t h e c a bin ( Dj O e -6: 9 3 7 9 ). 

Gr e at W est er n Gl ass C o m p a n y/ Gr e at W est er n Gl ass W or ks: 1 8 7 4 –  1 8 8 7. St. L o uis, Miss o uri. 

T h e y  pri m aril y m a d e m e di ci n e s u c h as C ast or Oil  ( W hitt e n n. d.). 
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Fi g ur e 5 .5 2  Gl ass C o nt ai n er wit h t h e n u m b er “ 4 1 1 ” o n it.  

N o hist or y of m a n uf a ct ur er w as f o u n d (Dj O e -6: 9 7 1 4 ). 
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Fi g ur e 5 .5 3  H e nr y Rifl e C asi n g.  

(Dj O e -6: 9 7 1 7 ).  

 

 

 

a.  

b.  
c.  d.  e.  
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Fi g ur e  5 .5 4  C er a mi cs.  

a. U n k n o w n r e d p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 9 7 2 2 ), b. H o n e ys u c kl e p att er n ( Dj O e-6: 9 3 4 7 ), c. U n k n o w n 

bl u e p att er n ( Dj O e -6: 9 6 7 9 , 9 3 3 4 ), d. U n k n o w n bl u e p att er n ( Dj O e-6: 9 7 4 5 ), e. U n k n o w n bl u e 

p att er n ( Dj O e-6: 9 7 2 9 ). 

 

 

 

Fi g ur e 5 .5 5  Ot h er artif a cts of E U 7  

a.  

j. 

f. 

e.  d.  

c.  

i. 

g . 

h.  

b.  
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a. B o n e c o m b t o ot h ( Dj O e -6: 1 0 9 9 6), b. Bl a c k v ul c a ni z e d  r u b b er c o m b t o ot h ( Dj O e-6: 9 4 1 3 ), c. 

L e a d f oil ( Dj O e -6: 1 0 5 3 3 ), d., e. L e a d f oil ( Dj O e-6: 9 7 9 0 -9 7 9 1 ), f. L e a d f oil ( Dj O e-6: 9 7 9 4 ), g. 

B ottl e c a p, m o d er n ( Dj O e -6: 9 3 8 3),  h. Wir e dr a w n n ail, m o d er n ( Dj O e -6: 9 3 8 2 ), i. B e er b ottl e 

gl ass, m o d er n ( Dj O e -6: 9 3 8 6 ), j. Lit hi c s cr a p p er, w hit e c h ert p ossi bl y s w a n ri v er c h ert ( Dj O e -

6: 9 7 0 0 ). 

 

5. 4. 7. 5  S u m m ar y  

T his u nit w as l ar g el y u nr e m ar k a bl e b ut still i m p ort a nt i n att e m pti n g t o a ns w er t h e r es e ar c h 

q u esti o ns l ai d o ut i n t h e 2 0 1 8 fi el d s e as o n. It s u p p ort e d all pr e vi o us l y i nf err e d tr en ds e x c e pt f or  

h a vi n g f e w er t h a n e x p e ct e d hist ori c artif a cts. T h e artif a ct t ot als c o ul d b e wit hi n a n e x p e ct e d 

r a n g e of a u nit b ei n g  p arti all y wit hi n t h e c a bi n,  b ut it c o ul d als o b e r efl e cti v e of a gr a d u al c h a n g e 

i n a cti vit y ar e as. R e g ar dl ess, t h e f e w di a g nosti c artif a cts f o u n d i n t his u nit h el p e d t o gi v e a b ett er 

u n d erst a n di n g of t h e d at e of o c c u p ati o n of t his hi v er n a nt  d w elli n g.  
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Fi g ur e 5 .5 6  M e as uri n g t a p e a cr oss all u nits s h o wi n g t h e l o c ati o n of t h e w o o d y t r e n c h f e at ur e.  

M el Fit c h, Eri c T e b b y, a n d Eliz a b et h Br y a n i n p h ot o.  

 

5. 4. 8  E x c a v ati o n T ot als  

T h e f oll o wi n g t a bl e o utli n es t h e t ot al artif a ct ass e m bl a g e fr o m all s e v e n u nits. I n t ot al t h er e w er e 

1 2 0 1 3 artif a cts r e c o v er e d , of w hi c h 7 8 3 5 ( 6 5. 2 2 % of t h e t ot al ass e m bl a g e) w er e i n t h e 

“ Mis c ell a n e o us ” c at e g or y  as t h e y w er e hi g hl y fr a g m e nt e d a n d u ni d e ntifi a bl e or w er e o utsi d e of 

t h e s c o p e of t his st u d y. A t ot al of  4 1 7 8 ( 3 4. 7 8 % of t h e t ot al ass e m bl a g e) w er e i n ot h er f u n cti o n al 

c at e g ori es. Of t h es e , 8 0. 5 6 % (n = 3 3 6 7 ) w er e i n t h e a d or n m e nt  s u b -c at e g or y of t h e “ P ers o n al ” 

c at e g or y. T h e n e xt l ar g est n o n-mis c ell a n e o us s u b -c at e g or y w as  “ C er a mi c ” (n = 4 9 8) a n d it 
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a c c o u nt e d f or 1 1. 9 %  artif a cts wit hi n a n i d e ntifi e d f u n cti o n al c at e g or y . A s p ati al a n al ysis a n d 

c o m p aris o n b et w e e n si t es will b e a d dr ess e d i n t h e f oll o wi n g c h a pt er.  

 

F u n cti o n al C at e g o r y  Q u a ntit y  

A r c hit e ct u r al  1 9 4  

C hi n ki n g  1 0 7  

M a c hi n e C ut N ail  8 2  

Wi n d o w Gl ass  5  

Kit c h e n  5 2 1  

C er a mi c  4 9 8  

L e a d F oil  1 3  

Gl ass C o nt ai n er  1 0  

P e rs o n al  3 3 7 9  

A d or n m e nt  3 3 6 7  

S e e d B e a ds  2 9 8 2  

S e e d B e a ds i n fl o w er b e a d w or k  3 7 6  

B e a ds Ot h er  5  

Br ass Ri n g  1  

E arri n g  3  

Cl ot hi n g  1 0  

B utt o n  4  

Cl as ps  6  

Rit u al  1  

R os ar y  1  

Mis c ell a n e o us  1  

H o us e h ol d A cti viti es  6 9  

S e wi n g  3 8  

Str ai g ht Pi ns  3 8  

B o d y C ar e  2 2  

C o m b  2  

C o m b T e et h  2 0  

L a m p Gl ass  9  

H u nti n g a n d D ef e ns e  1 8  
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L e a d S h ot  1 5  

P er c ussi o n C a p  1  

A m m u niti o n  1  

Mis c ell a n e o us  1  

Mis c ell a n e o us  7 8 3 5  

Gl ass Fr a g m e nts  7 0 1  

M et al Fr a g m e nts  1 8 4  

Lit hi cs  6 1 9  

St o n e Fr a g m e nts  1 2 3  

W o o d  4 6 1  

F a u n al  5 4 7 0  

Fis h Fr a g m e nts  1 6 3 3  

Ot h ers  3 8 3 7  

Fl or a  5 8  

C h ar c o al  9 1  

M o d er n  3  

Ot h ers  1 2 5  

 

T a bl e 5 .8  All artif a cts fr o m E U 1 –  E U 7 r e c o v er e d i n b ot h fi el d y e ars.  

5. 5  C o n cl u si o n  

I n t ot al, s e v e n 1. 0 x 1. 0 m etr e u nits w er e e x c a v at e d a cr oss t h e t w o fi el d s e as o ns. T hr e e w er e 

e x c a v at e d i n 2 0 1 7 a n d f o ur i n 2 0 1 8. T h e y w er e e x c a v at e d wit h tr o w el a n d t hr e e-p oi nt 

pr o v e ni e n c e  wit h all b ut t h e t o p l a y er of s e di m e nt b ei n g c oll e ct e d a n d fi n e s c r e e n e d t hr o u g h 

(< 1. 5 m m) wi n d o w m es h. T h e 2 0 1 8 e x c a v ati o n w as c o n d u ct e d wit h a t ot al st ati o n f or m or e 

a c c ur at e artif a ct r e c o v er y. O v er 1 2 0 0 0 artif a cts w er e r e c o v er e d i n t h e s e v e n e x c a v ati o n u nits. 

Artif a cts w er e pl a c e d i nt o si x diff er e nt f u n cti o n al c at e g ori es wit h t h e m ost f alli n g i nt o t h e hi g hl y 

fr a g m e nt ar y “ Mis c ell a n e o us ” c at e g or y. T h e ot h er fi v e c at e g ori es c o nsist e d of o v er 4 0 0 0 artif a cts 
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w hi c h r efl e ct a k n o w n M étis hi v er n a nt  ass e m bl a g e. T h e m ost n ot a bl e artif a ct f o u n d w as a u ni q u e 

fl o w er b e a d w or k p att er n m a d e i n a disti n cti v e M étis st yl e (Fi g ur e 5 .1 0  a n d Fi g ur e 5 .1 1 ).  

T h e pr es e n c e of a w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e w as f o u n d a cr oss t h e e x c a v ati o n. First i d e ntifi e d i n t h e 

2 0 1 7 e x c a v ati o ns, t h e 2 0 1 8 e x c a v ati o n w as c o n d u ct e d al o n g t h e l e n gt h of it. T h e f e at ur e 

a p p e ar e d  i n a str ai g ht li n e a n d is i nt er pr et e d as t h e p o orl y pr es er v e d r e m ai ns of a c a bi n w all. T his 

is s u p p ort e d b y t h e str ati gr a p h y as m or e c o m p a cti o n is n ot e d o n t h e w est er n si d e of t h e f e at ur e. 

A d diti o n all y, t h e v ast m aj orit y of p ers o n al ass o ci at e d art if a cts l a y o n t h e w est er n si d e of t his 

f e at ur e r efl e cti v e of t h e i nt eri or li vi n g s p a c e of a c a bi n. T h e f oll o wi n g c h a pt er dis c uss es t h e 

s p ati ali z e d n at ur e of t h e artif a cts a n d dis c uss es t h e o v er all i nt er pr et ati o ns of t his st u d y.   
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C H A P T E R 6  S P A T I A L O V E R V I E W, D I S C U S S I O N , A N D 

C O N C L U S I O N S  

6. 1  I nt r o d u cti o n  

T h e f oll o wi n g c h a pt er l o o ks at t h e s p ati ali z e d o v er vi e w of t h e artif a ct s r e c o v er e d, f oll o w e d b y a n 

a n al ysis b as e d o n s o m e di a g n osti c attri b ut es, a c o m p aris o n wit h o n e ot h er hi v er n a nt  sit e, a 

dis c ussi o n h o w t his st u d y fits wi t hi n a t h e or eti c al fr a m e w or k of M étis i d e ntit y , a n d a n o v er all 

c o n cl usi o n of t h e st u d y. T h e d at a pr es e nt e d fr o m a  s p ati ali z e d  o v er vi e w  is c o n d u ct e d t o e x pl or e 

t h e distri b uti o n of artif a cts t hr o u g h o ut t h e u nits. T his is t o s h o w h o w t h e artif a cts al o n e, i n 

a bs e n c e of t h e c a bi n w all f e at ur e, c a n  pr es e nt a st or y fr o m t h e s p ati ali z e d d at a a n d t o g ui d e  

p ossi bl e i nt er pr et ati o ns. F oll o wi n g t h at is a dis c ussi o n of t h e t ot al artif a cts.  M u c h of t h e t ot al 

artif a cts r e c o v er e d r efl e ct w h at h a v e b e e n f o u n d at ot h er hi v er n a nt  c a bi ns st u di e d. W h at m a k es 

t h es e r es ults u ni q u e is t h e s h e er q u a ntit y b ut als o t h e u ni q u e q u alit y of artif a ct  r e c o v er y w hi c h 

c a n b e attri b ut e d t o t h e m et h o ds a n d c ar e p ut i nt o t his st u d y. T he s u c c ess f ul m et h o ds a p pli e d 

h er e w as d u e i n p art t o a  si mil ar sit e, P etit e Vill e. A bri ef si d e b y si d e c o m p aris o n of t h e r es ults 

b et w e e n t h at sit e a n d t his s h o w si mil ar b ut diff er e nt q u aliti es. T his is f oll o w e d b y s o m e 

r e c o m m e n d ati o ns f or e x p a n di n g f ut ur e w or k o n t his c a bi n a n d ot h er hi v er n a nt  sit es. L astl y, t h e 

c o n cl usi o ns of t his st u d y ar e pr es e nt e d.  

 

6. 2  S p ati ali z e d o v e r vi e w of r es ults  

T h e f oll o wi n g fi g ur es ar e a s p ati al r e pr es e nt ati o n of t h e artif a cts of t h e v ari o us f u n cti o n al s u b -

c at e g ori es. T h e pr e vi o usl y m e nti o n e d w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e is a n ass u m e d c a bi n w all  a n d will 

n ot b e hi g hli g ht e d i n t h es e o v er vi e w m a ps. T his is f or t h e r e a d er t o i d e ntif y p att er ns pr es e nt e d 
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fr o m t h e artif a cts al o n e. A d diti o n all y, all t h e b e a ds ( n = 3 7 6) fr o m t h e Fl o w er B e a d w or k p att er n 

h a v e b e e n r e m o v e d fr o m t h e a d or n m e nt c at e g or y i n  Fi g ur e 6 .2 . T his is d o n e t o s e e h o w all ot h er 

b e a ds r e c o v er e d g e n er all y r e pr es e nt t h os e w hi c h h a v e b e e n l ost i n di vi d u all y a n d h o w t h e y r el at e 

t o t h e h o us e h ol d c o nt e xt. A l o g arit h mi c s c al e of c ol o ur h as b e e n us e d t o pr o vi d e b ett er vis u al 

cl arit y.  

 

Fi g ur e 6 .1  All s e v e n e x c a v ati o n u nits a n d q u a dr a nt r ef er e n c e . 
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Fi g ur e 6 .2  Artif a ct t ot als i n f or t h e P ers o n al a n d Kit c h e n f u n cti o n al c at e g ori es a n d t h eir s u b -

c at e g ori es.  
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Fi g ur e 6 .3  Artif a ct t ot als i n f or t h e H o us e h ol d a n d H u nti n g a n d D ef e ns e f u n cti o n al c at e g ori es 

a n d t h eir s u b -c at e g ori es.  
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Fi g ur e 6 .4  Artif a ct t ot als i n f or t h e Ar c hit e ct u r al f u n cti o n al c at e g or y a n d its s u b -c at e g ori es.  

 

As s e e n fr o m a s p ati ali z e d pr es e nt ati o n of t h e artif a cts, t h er e a p p e ars t o b e a tr e n d of artif a cts 

r e c o v er e d. I n p arti c ul ar, t h e f u n cti o n al s u b-c at e g ori es of a d or n m e nt, cl ot hi n g, c er a mi c, gl ass 

c o nt ai n er, a n d s e wi n g all s h o w a cl e ar tr e n d. T h es e c at e g ori es ar e o v er w h el mi n gl y f o u n d o n t h e 

w est si d e of t h e c a bi n w all  f e at ur e w hi c h is f o u n d i n a str ai g ht li n e fr o m t h e t o p ri g ht t o b ott o m 

l eft of t h e e ntir e e x c a v ati o n bl o c k (s e e Fi g ur e 5. 3). All  of t h es e f u n cti o nal s u b -c at e g ori es 

r e pr es e nt a cti viti es t h at ar e f o u n d wit hi n a h o us e h ol d or d o m esti c c o nt e xt. B as e d o n t his al o n e, it 

c a n b e ass u m e d t h at t h e i nsi d e of t h e c a bi n c a n b e f o u n d w est of t h e c a bi n w all.  T h e c o m p a cti o n 

a n d str ati gr a p h y pr es e nt e d t hr o u g h o ut C h a p t er 5 f urt h er s u p p orts t his i nt er pr et ati o n. T his artif a ct 

p att er n w as m ostl y  ass u m e d b y t h e e n d of t h e 2 0 1 7 fi el d s e as o n b ut l a c k e d s uffi ci e nt d at a t o 

pr o p erl y s u p p ort t h is i d e a. It f or m e d t h e b asis of t h e m ai n r es e ar c h q u esti o n f or t h e 2 0 1 8 fi el d 

s e as o n.  
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Di a g n osti c A rtif a cts ( E U 1 –  E U 7)  
D at e of fi rst 

m a n uf a ct u r e  

C e r a mi c   

Britis h Fl o w ers  c a. 1 8 2 9  

C o nti n e nt al Vi e ws/ L o uis Q u at or z e  c a. 1 8 4 5  

El c h o  c a. 1 8 6 3  

Fl o w er V as e  c a. 1 8 2 8  

H o n e ys u c kl e  c a. 1 8 5 5  

P a g o d a/ M a c a w  c a. 1 8 3 7  

T histl e  c a. 1 8 6 9  

S h a mr o c k  c a. 1 8 6 1  

W. E. C or n w hit e w ar e  c a. 1 8 6 4  

Gl ass C o nt ai n e r   

G. W. Gl ass W or ks  c a. 1 8 7 4  

A m m u niti o n   

. 4 4 H e nr y c e ntr e-fir e c artri d g e c a. 1 8 6 0  

A r c hit e ct u r al   

M a c hi n e c ut n ails  c a. 1 8 3 5  

P e rs o n al   

V ul c a ni z e d r u b b er c o m b  c a. 1 8 4 4  

Pr oss er b utt o n  c a. 1 8 4 0  

 

T a bl e 6 .1  E arli est d at e of m a n uf a ct ur e f or di a g n osti c artif a cts fr o m t his st u d y.  

( A d a ms 2 0 0 2: 6 8; B ar k er 1 9 4 0: 3 4-3 5; D oll, Ki d d, a n d D a y. 1 9 8 8: 8 6; H a milt o n 1 9 8 2; S pr a g u e 

2 0 0 2 : 1 2 3; W hitt e n n. d.) 

 

6. 3  Dis c u s si o n of t h e r e s ult s  

T h e f oll o wi n g is a g e n er al dis c ussi o n r e g ar di n g t h e t ot al r es ults of t his st u d y. A p art fr o m t h e 

e x c e pti o n al fl o w er b e a d w or k p att er n, t h e m at eri al r e m ai ns fr o m C hi m n e y C o ul e e m at c h m u c h of 

w h at h as b e e n r e c o v er e d at  pr e vi o us hi v er n a nt  st u di es. T h e o v er all r es ults c o ntri b ut e t o, a n d 
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r e affir m, a k n o w n  M étis hi v er n a nt  ass e m bl a g e r e pr es e nt ati v e of t h e 1 8 7 0s. T h e d at a h as  

est a blis h e d  w h at t his c a bi n is, w h e n it w as o c c u pi e d, a n d, i n a g e n er al s e ns e, w h at a cti viti es 

o c c urr e d h er e. W h e n c o m p ar e d  t o ot h er sit es, m a ny of t h e s a m e f u n cti o n al c at e g ori es a n d s u b -

c at e g ori es o v erl a p b ut wit h s m all er o v er all n u m b ers. T h e P etit e Vill e sit e , as a n e x a m pl e, 

c o nt ai ns a m u c h m or e r o b ust o v er all r e pr es e nt ati o n of t h e f u n cti o n al c at e g ori es. Hi g h 

pr o p orti o ns of b e a ds r el ati v e t o t h eir t ot al ass e m bl a g es h a v e b e e n n ot e d at ot h er sit es ( W a m b ol d 

2 0 2 2: 8 3 -8 6) b ut w h at m a k es t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e ass e m bl a g e u ni q u e is o v er all d e nsit y of 

artif a cts wit hi n o nl y s e v e n 1. 0 m x 1. 0 m e x c a v ati o n u nits. T his is c ert ai nl y cl e ar w h e n l o o ki n g at 

t h e dr a wn gl ass s e e d b e a ds.  A hi g h d e gr e e of fr a g m e nt ati o n of m a n y artif a ct t y p es s u c h as gl ass, 

m et al, c er a mi cs, f a u n al, a n d ot h ers , c o m bi n e d wit h a n eff e cti v e fi n e s cr e e ni n g m et h o d , 

artifi ci all y i nfl at es o v er all n u m b ers  w hi c h is n ot e d at ot h er sit es b y ot h er s c hol ars  ( W a m b ol d 

2 0 2 2; W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3: 7 5, 1 1 8 -1 1 9) .  

A cti vit y ar e as ar e diffi c ult t o dis c uss as n o cl e ar p att er n e xists  a p art fr o m t h e c a bi n w all 

di visi o n . O n e c o ul d possi bl y  s a y t h at b e a di n g o c c urr e d  al o n g t h e  n ort h  si d e of t h e c a bi n  i n t h e 

ar e a ar o u n d E U 4 b ut si mil arl y  hi g h r et ur ns i n E U 6  als o e xist al o n gsi d e a stri n g of b e a ds f o u n d . 

T h e p h ysi c al gr o u n d sl o p es sli g htl y n ort h w ar ds w hi c h c o ul d b e a f a ct or i n artif a ct d e p ositi o n. 

Wit h o ut m or e of t h e c a bi n ar e a  e x c a v at e d , it is diffi c ult t o m a k e a n y c o n cl usi o ns t o a cti vit y 

ar e as . O n e c o ul d m a k e t h e c as e t h at c er a mi c us e w as m or e  c o n c e ntr at e d t o t h e ar e a of E U 3 a n d 

E U 4. W hil e si z e a n d w ei g hts w er e n ot c o nsi d er e d , t h e l ar g est c er a mi c fr a g m e nts w er e all f o u n d 

i n E U 4 (Fi g ur e 5 .2 6 -Fi g ur e 5 .2 8 , Fi g ur e 5 .3 0 -Fi g ur e 5 .3 1 ). A hi g h c er a mi c fr a g m e nt ati o n  

i nfl at es t h e o v er all t ot als  f or t h e s o ut h w est of E U 7.  
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D ati n g of t his c a bi n b as e d o n t h e artif a cts is str ai g htf or w ar d  (s e e T a bl e 6 .1 ). S e v er al of 

t h e c er a mi cs eff e cti v el y r ul e o ut a n 1 8 6 0s o c c u p ati o n. T h e pr es e n c e of s e v er al s h er ds of t h e 

T histl e p att er n , first pr o d u c e d i n E n gl a n d i n 1 8 6 9, w er e f o u n d i n m ulti pl e  u nits a n d pr o v i d es a 

g o o d esti m ati o n o n its o w n . O n e n e e ds t o c orr e ct f or t h e ti m e of first m a n uf a ct uri n g u ntil it 

w o ul d arri v e i n t h e p oss essi o n of a M étis  f a mil y i n t h e C a n a di a n W est. As a n e x a m pl e, i t w o ul d 

n ot b e u nr e as o n a bl e t o ass u m e its arri v al a c o u pl e of y e ars aft er its first d at e of m a n uf a ct ur e at  

t h e H B C p ost  at  F ort Q u’ A p p ell e , w h er e t h e W o o d M o u nt ai n b as e d M étis w o ul d oft e n tr a d e at . 

Wit h t his i n mi n d, it c o ul d h a v e arri v e d at t h e sit e at t h e e arli est  d uri n g t h e y e ars  of t h e 

o c c u p ati o n p eri o d I ti m efr a m e ( 1 8 7 0 -1 8 7 4 ). D es pit e t his, a c c o u nti n g f or th e  l ar g e n u m b er of 

d o m esti c r el at e d artif a cts i n t h e m ai n c a bi n l a y er “ C ”, w hi c h is  t h e hi g h est c o n c e ntr ati o ns of 

artif a cts,  t h e d ati n g of t his c a bi n b est fits t h e hist ori c al o c c u p ati o n p eri o d II ( 1 8 7 4 –  1 8 7 8). 

A g ai n, it  w as d uri n g t his ti m e t h at m ost M étis f a mili es  wit h  w o m e n a n d c hil dr e n  m o v e d i nt o t h e 

C y pr ess Hills  e n m ass e  a n d t h e ass e m bl a g e h er e b est r efl e cts t his m o v e m e nt . A d diti o n all y , t h e 

u p p er “ B ” s e di m e nt l a y er c o nt ai n e d a b ottl e fr a g m e nt a n d m a k ers m ar k fr o m t h e  Gr e at W est er n 

Gl ass C o m p a n y f o u n d i n E U 7 (Fi g ur e 5 .5 1 ). T he  e arli est d at e  of m a n uf a ct ur e f or t his artif a ct 

d at es t o 1 8 7 4 m a d e i n St. L o uis, Miss o uri  ( W hitt e n n. d.). St e a m b o at tr a v el d uri n g t his ti m e 

w o ul d t a k e a n e ntir e s u m m er s e as o n a n d w o ul d bri n g pr o d u cts s u c h as t his t o F ort B e nt o n, 

M o nt a n a i n 1 8 7 5 at t h e e arli est  ( C or bi n 2 0 0 6: 2 4-3 0 ). T his b ottl e w as li k el y d e p osit e d at t h e sit e 

s o m eti m e aft er 1 8 7 5 a n d c o ul d c orr es p o n d t o eit h er o c c u p ati o n p eri o d II or III. T h es e ar e n arr o w 

ti m efr a m es of a f e w y e ars b ut  s h o w s o m e c o nsist e n c y as t h e l at er m a n uf a ct ur e d b ottl e w as f o u n d 

i n t h e u p p er “ B ” l a y er a b o v e t h e m ai n “ C ” o c c u p ati o n l a y er w hi c h c o nt ai n e d t h e e arli er pr o d u c e d 

m at eri als . T a ki n g t h es e d at a t o g et h er, it c a n b e ar g u e d t h at t h is hi v er n a nt  c a bi n  w as li k el y 
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o c c u pi e d pri m aril y d uri n g t h e y e ars of 1 8 7 4 -1 8 7 8  w hi c h cr e at e d t h e e ntir et y of t h e “ C ” l a y er . It 

w as t h e n fr e q u e nt e d d uri n g t h e l att er y e ars w hi c h  c o ntri b ut e d t o artif a cts i n t h e “ B ” l a y er.  

As m e nti o n e d, t h e s u c c essf ul fi n e  s cr e e ni n g m et h o d r es ult e d i n a hi g h artif a ct r et ur n b ut 

o v eri nfl at e d a m o u nts of hi g hl y fr a g m e nt e d m at eri als. T h e “ M is c ell a n e o us ” f u n cti o n al c at e g or y 

a c c o u nts f or 6 5. 2 2 % of t h e t ot al ass e m bl a g e ( n = 7 8 3 5)  of w hi c h t h e l ar g est s u b -c at e g or y is 

fa u n al. W hil e a n  a n al ysis of t h e f a u n al r e m ai ns w as n ot i n cl u d e d i n t his st u d y, it still w arr a nts a 

bri ef dis c ussi o n. T h e v ast m aj or ity of t h es e r e m ai ns w er e  hi g hl y fr a g m e nt e d a n d u ni d e ntifi a bl e . 

It is of n o s ur pris e t h at t h e l ar g er, i d e ntifi a bl e m a m m ali a n r e m ai ns  c a n b e  p ositi v el y i d e ntifi e d as 

Bis o n  (Fi g ur e 5 .2 2 ). T h e r e m ai ns of fis h w er e a n ot a bl e f e at ur e of t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e 

ass e m bl a g e a n d f ort u n at el y h a v e a cl e ar hist ori c al e x pl a n ati o n.  A hist ori c al a c c o u nt of a N W M P 

offi c er li vi n g at t h e sit e d u ri n g t h e wi nt er of 1 8 7 9-1 8 8 0 cl e arl y d es cri b es t h e m et h o ds a n d m e a ns 

of c at c hi n g a n d e ati n g l ar g e q u a ntiti es of w hit efis h fr o m t h e n e ar b y l a k e ( Fit z p atri c k 1 9 2 1). It 

w o ul d b e r e as o n a bl e t o ass u m e t h at t his c o m m o n pr a cti c e w as l e ar n e d fr o m t h e M étis alr e ad y 

r esi di n g t h er e. 

T h e ot h er artif a ct t y p e t h at h a d b e e n m e nti o n e d pr e vi o usl y w as lit hi cs. S o m e t h at w er e 

r e c o v er e d i n a cl e ar c o nt e xt wit hi n t h e o c c u p ati o n l a y er w er e s h o w n ( Fi g ur e 5 .2 3  a n d Fi g ur e 

5 .3 2 ). T h e v ast m aj orit y of t h e lit hi cs list e d i n t h e o v er all t ot als h a v e n ot b e e n a d e q u at el y 

i ns p e ct e d a n d at b est  r e pr es e nt br o k e n de bit a g e fr o m u n d er n e at h t h e o c c u p ati o n l a y er w h er e 

n e arl y all  t h e pr e-c o nt a ct artif a cts w er e f o u n d. T h er e is a n o n g oi n g dis c ussi o n a b o ut w h at r ol e 

lit hi cs pl a y e d i n t h e hi v er n a nt  lif e w a ys wit h u n c ert ai nl y r e g ar di n g w h et h er t h e y w er e 

d eli b er at el y s o u g ht o ut, us e d i n a n e x p e di e nt m a n n er, or ar e j ust i ntr usi v e t o t h e ass e m bl a g es  

( S u p er n a nt 2 0 1 8). T h e c as e f or t h is ass e m bl a g e r e m ai ns u n cl e ar as t h er e is a cl e ar pr e -c o nt a ct 
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c o m p o n e nt  u n d er n e at h t h e c a bi n l a y er a n d e vi d e n c e of p ost -d e p ositi o n al dist ur b a n c es i n t h e f or m 

of g o p h er h ol es.  

 

6. 4  C o m p a ris o n t o  t h e P etit e Vill e sit e  

As d es cri b e d i n c h a pt er 4, t h e o nl y a h a n df ul of hi v er n a nt  sit es h a v e b e e n e x c a v at e d o v er t h e p ast 

5 0 y e ars. C o m p a ris o ns b et w e e n sit es ar e diffi c ult t o m a k e wit h s u c h a s m all s a m pl e si z e of t h es e 

c a bi ns e x c a v at e d, a cr oss s e v er al d e c a d es , i n l ar g el y diff er e nt g e o gr a p hi c al ar e as, a n d wit h 

diff er e nt m et h o ds. R e g ar dl ess of t his, m a n y c o m p aris o ns b et w e e n t h es e sit es h a v e b e e n d o n e  

( D oll et al. 1 9 8 8; B url e y et al. 1 9 9 2; W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3; S u p er n a nt 2 0 1 4; W a m b ol d 2 0 2 2). It is 

b est  t o c o m p ar e t h e r es ults fr o m t his sit e  t o t h e P etit e  Vill e sit e. T h e pri m ar y r e as o n f or t his is t h e 

si mil ar s cr e e ni n g m et h o ds us e d i n b ot h st u di es. A d diti o n all y, b ot h  c a bi ns ar e w ell r e pr es e nt e d as 

li k el y f a mil y s p a c es wit h a l ar g e v ari et y of d o m esti c a cti viti es. F or t his c o m p aris o n, t h e P etit e 

Vill e  d at a h as b e e n c orr e ct e d a n d m o difi e d i nt o t h e t e m pl at e us e d i n t his st u d y t o b ett er m at c h 

t h e r es ults. A d diti o n all y, o nl y t h e 6 2 m 2  fr o m t h e c a bi n pr o p er fr o m t h e 1 9 9 8, 1 9 9 9, a n d 2 0 0 0 

e x c a v ati o ns w er e  us e d. T his c o m p aris o n als o r e m o v es all pr e -c o nt a ct c o m p o n e nts a n d d o es n ot 

c o m p ar e fl or al or f a u n a l r e m ai ns. 

S e v er al i nt er esti n g c o m p aris o ns ar e f o u n d wit h l o o ki n g at b ot h st u di es. T h e a d or n m e nt 

c at e g or y is t h e l ar g est c o m p o n e nt i n b ot h c a bi n l o c ati o ns. F or t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e c a bi n, 

c er a mi cs r e pr es e nt t h e n e xt l ar g est c at e g or y w hil e h u nti n g is t h e n e xt l ar g est at P etit e Vill e. 

W h e n c o m p ari n g d e nsit y of artif a c ts a cr oss t h e w h ol e st u d y, t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e c a bi n h as 

m u c h hi g h er c er a mi cs a n d b e a ds. P arti c ul arl y f or b e a ds , it is i m p ort a nt t o n ot e t h at at P etit e 

Vill e, o nl y 4 o ut of 6 2 u nits c o ntri b ut e d t o a p pr o xi m at el y h alf of t h e e ntir e b e a d c o u nt  
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( W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3). W it h o ut m or e u nits e x c a v at e d fr o m t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e c a bi n , t h es e 

c o m p aris o ns ar e li mit e d b ut i t c a n h el p t o s h o w t h e o v er all diff er e n c es i n d e nsit y of m at eri al 

artif a cts. M or e f u n cti o n al c at e g ori es a n d s u b -c at e g ori es ar e r e pr es e nt e d at P etit e Vill e b ut m or e 

e x c a v ati o ns at t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e c a bi n mi g ht r e v e al a m or e r e pr es e nt ati v e s a m pl e of t h e 

e ntir et y of a cti viti es t h at w er e pr es e nt.  

 

 C hi m n e y C o ul e e   P etit e Vill e  

      

 artif a cts  artif a cts/ m 2   artif a cts  artif a cts/ m 2  

      

A r c hit e ct u r al            

C hi n ki n g  1 0 7  1 5. 3   3 2  0. 5  

M a c hi n e c ut n ail  8 2  1 1. 7   3 8 3  6. 2  

Wi n d o w gl ass  5  0. 7   2 7  0. 4  

Ot h er  0  0. 0   7 5  1. 2  

T ot al  1 9 4  2 7. 7    5 1 7  8. 3  

      

P e rs o n al            

A d or n m e nt  3 3 6 7  4 8 1. 0   9 5 3 0  1 5 3. 7  

Cl ot hi n g  1 0  1. 4   1 0 2  1. 6  

Rit u al  1  0. 1   2  0. 0  

Ot h er  1  0. 1   1 6 8  2. 7  

T ot al  3 3 7 9  4 8 2. 7    9 8 0 2  1 5 8. 1  

      

H o us e h ol d a cti viti es            

S e wi n g  3 8  5. 4   4 7 9  7. 7  

B o d y c ar e  2 2  3. 1   1 7  0. 3  

L a m p gl ass  9  1. 3   0  0. 0  

Ot h er  0  0. 0   3 7  0. 6  

T ot al  6 9  9. 9    5 3 3  8. 6  

      

H u nti n g a n d C o m m e r c e          

L e a d s h ot  1 5  2. 1   7 7 2  1 2. 5  



 
 

2 0 1  

A m m u niti o n  1  0. 1   1 0  0. 2  

Fir e ar ms  1  0. 1   2 2  0. 4  

Mis c ell a n e o us  1  0. 1   3 2  0. 5  

T ot al  1 8  2. 6    8 3 6  1 3. 5  

      

Kit c h e n            

C er a mi c  4 9 8  7 1. 1   1 8 3  3. 0  

L e a d f oil  1 3  1. 9   2 6 2  4. 2  

Gl ass c o nt ai n er  1 0  1. 4   3 0  0. 5  

Ot h er  0  0. 0   4 2  0. 7  

T ot al  5 2 1  7 4. 4    5 1 7  8. 3  
 

T a bl e 6 .2  Artif a ct c o u nts a n d d e nsit y  of t h e C hi m n e y C o ul e e a n d P etit e Vill e sit es. 

 

6. 5  Dis c u s si o n of hi v e r n a nt  i d e ntit y 

C urr e nt d at a fr o m o ur li mit e d e x a m pl es i n M étis hi v er n a nt  st u di es, i n cl u di n g t his st u d y, s e e m t o 

s u g g est t h at t h e artif a ct ass e m bl a g es wit hi n t h es e c a bi n s p a c es r efl e ct a disti n ct M étis i d e ntit y. 

T h e cl os e si mil arit y of artif a ct t y p es a n d q u a ntiti es dis pl a y e d a cr oss t h e sit es of  B uff al o L a k e, 

P etit e Vill e, a n d C hi m n e y C o ul e e s h o w t his. H o w e v er, t his c urr e ntl y o nl y r efl e cts o n e s p e cifi c 

t y p e of r esi d e n c e a n d i d e ntit y, t h at of a d o m esti c hi v er n a nt  f a mil y s p a c e. C urr e ntl y t h e r a n g e a n d 

artif a ct t y p es h a v e o nl y a f o u n d ati o n al b as eli n e a n d w o ul d m or e gr e atl y b e n efit f r o m f urt h er 

st u di es. D efi n e d as t h e fl o w er b e a d w or k p e o pl e, t h e y w er e u ni q u e i n t h eir pr a cti c e of fl or al 

b e a d e d p att er ns al o n gsi d e t h e c o ns u m pti o n of ot h er m at eri al c ult ur e s u c h as tr a nsf er w ar e 

c er a mi cs a n d str ai g ht pi ns wit hi n a c a bi n c o nt e xt. As ot h er s c h ol ars h a v e hi g hli g ht e d, t h er e ar e 

str o n g ass e m bl a g e si mil ariti es b et w e e n t h e f e w hi v er n a nt  sit es st u di e d d es pit e gr e at g e o gr a p hi c al 

dist a n c es a n d a c c ess t o diff er e nt m ar k ets ( W ei n b e n d er 2 0 0 3; S u p er n a nt 2 0 1 8; W a m b ol d 2 0 2 2). 

As m e nti o n e d i n C h a pt er 2, ot h er  c a bi n t y p es e xist b e y o n d t h e d o m esti c s p a c es s e e n i n t his st u d y 
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a n d at P etit e Vill e. If o n e w er e t o r e c o v er a n ass e m bl a g e of a m ostl y l o n e m al e h u nt er -tr a d er it 

mi g ht n ot b e as e asil y i d e ntifi a bl e as b ei n g ass o ci at e d as a M étis hi v er n a nt  s p a c e. C ert ai nl y,  

diff er e nt s p a c es e xist a n d s o m e r es e ar c h h as e x a mi n e d t his ( S u p er n a nt 2 0 1 8). M u c h m or e 

r es e ar c h i nt o t h es e t y p es of n o n-d o m esti c hi v er n a nt  r esi d e n c es ar e n e e d e d. F ut ur e st u di es 

r el ati n g t o t h e t o pi c of hi v er n a nt  ar c h a e ol o g y will u n d o u bt a bl y c o ntri b ut e t o t h e li mit e d m at eri al 

c ult ur e d at as et a n d q u esti o ns s urr o u n di n g M étis i d e ntit y.  

A f o c us o n m at eri al c ult ur e a n d M étis i d e ntit y c o ul d gr e atl y b e n efit fr o m m or e m o d er n 

i nt er pr et ati o ns. Wit h b ett er s cr e e ni n g m et h o ds, t h e l ar g est artif a ct c at e g or y at hi v er n a nt  sit es is 

t h e p ers o n al a d or n m e nt. M o d er n s c h ol ars hi p i n hist ori c al ar c h e ol o g y e x a mi n es h o w p ers o n al 

artif a cts t h at ar e w or n o n t h e b o d y ar e i m p ort a nt i n h o w t h e y ar e a dis pl a y of o n e’s c ult ur al 

i d e ntit y. M o d er n s c h ol ars hi p s urr o u n di n g w or n o bj e cts a n d i d e ntit y ar e s u m m ari z e d b y W hit e 

a n d B e a u dr y ( 2 0 0 9). I n g e n er al, m o d er n st u di es o n m at eri al c ult ur al f o c us o n h o w p e o pl e i nt er a ct 

a n d e x pr ess t h e ms el v es, i n cl u di n g t h eir i d e ntit y, t hr o u g h t h es e s m all a n d p ers o n al o bj e cts. Wit h 

a n a b u n d a nt s a m pl e of s m all a n d p e rs o n al it e ms n o w b ei n g r etri e v e d at hi v er n a nt sit es, a m pl e 

o p p ort u niti es n o w e xist f or a cl os er e x a mi n ati o n of t h es e q u esti o ns of i d e ntit y. N o d o u bt a d e e p er 

i nt er pr et ati o n of t h e o bj e cts f o u n d d uri n g t h e a n al ysis w o ul d gr e atl y e nri c h o ur u n d erst a n di n g of 

t h e M étis o c c u p a nts of t his c a bi n, b ut  it f alls o utsi d e t h e s c o p e of t his st u d y. F or f urt h er 

dis c ussi o n o n m o d er n i nt er pr eti v e m at eri al c ult ur al st u di es i n c o nt e m p or ar y hist ori c al 

ar c h a e ol o g y, i n cl u di n g st u di es i n v ol vi n g s m all p ers o n al a d or n m e nt a n d i d e nti t y, s e e C o c hr a n a n d 

B e a u dr y ( 2 0 0 6) a n d W hit e a n d B e a u dr y ( 2 0 0 9).  
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6. 6  F ut u r e e x c a v ati o n s  

T his c a bi n a n d sit e  c a n still pr o vi d e m a n y g o o d o p p ort u niti es f or f ut ur e r es e ar c h. V ari o us n e w 

a n d n o n -i n v asi v e m et h o ds w er e a p pli e d d uri n g a 2 0 1 9 fi el d s e as o n o n t his c abi n sit e.  S o m e 

r es ults fr o m t h at st u d y c a n b e f o u n d i n W a ds w ort h ( 2 0 2 0) . T h e p ur p os e of t h at st u d y w as 

pri m aril y t o t est v ari o us n o n -i n v asi v e m et h o ds w hi c h pr o v e d s u c c essf ul i n l o c ati n g t h e c hi m n e y 

at t his c a bi n. O n e e x c a v ati o n u nit, 1. 0 m x 1. 0 m i n si z e w as pl a c e d o n t o p of t h e c hi m n e y 

ass o ci at e d wit h t his c a bi n b ut w as o nl y p arti all y c o m pl et e d. F urt h er e x c a v ati o ns at t h e sit e w er e 

a d diti o n all y c o n d u ct e d d uri n g t h e 2 0 2 2 fi el d s e as o n b ut n ot o n t his c a bi n l o c ati o n.  

M or e e x c a v ati o ns at t his c a bi n l o c ati o n  w o ul d gr e atl y h el p a n d c o ntri b ut e t o t h e li mit e d 

s a m pl e si z e of M étis hi v er n a nt  ass e m bl a g e. T h e m et h o ds of e x c a v ati o n a n d s cr e e ni n g w er e 

s u c c essf ul i n r etri e vi n g t h e hi g h est d e nsit y of artif a cts e v er r e c o v er e d fr o m a hi v er n a nt  c a bi n. 

A n y f ut ur e i n v esti g ati o ns s h o ul d r et ai n t h e s u c c essf ul m et h o ds a p pli e d d uri n g  t his st u d y.  

O v er all, t his sit e h as s e e n a ri c h a n d tr a gi c p ost -d e p ositi o n al hist or y. It w as first p art of a n 

a cti v e r a n c h a n d p ast ur e a n d t h e n a r e cr e ati o n al sit e w hi c h attr a ct e d m a n y hist ori c al a d v o c at es 

a n d p ot h u nt ers. T h e e arl y 1 9 7 0s s a w a l ar g e ar e a of t h e sit e d estr o y e d b y t h e e x p a nsi o n of t h e 

n e ar b y r a n g e r o a d  ( B url e y et al.  1 9 9 2: 9 0) . L o c als a n d n o n -l o c als ali k e h a v e e nj o y e d r e cr e ati n g at 

t h e sit e f or d e c a d es a n d es p e ci all y s o si n c e it g ai n e d g o v er n m e nt pr ot e cti o n aft er 1 9 8 6. W hil e 

t his sit e h as b e e n c o nt a mi n at e d  wit h s o m e m o d er n artif a cts i n its p ost-d e p ositi o n al hist or y, it h as 

pr o vi d e d g o o d o p p ort u niti es t o cr e at e a n e w g e n er ati o n of M étis ar c h a e ol o gists a n d m et h o ds 

w hi c h c a n b e a p pli e d els e w h er e.  
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6. 7  C o n cl u si o n s  

T h e ass e m bl a g e pr es e nt e d h er e m at c h es pr e vi o usl y st u di e d M étis hi v er n a nt  sit es. T h e pr es e n c e 

of v ari o us artif a cts i n cl u di n g dr a w n gl ass s e e d b e a ds, tr a nsf er w ar e c er a mi cs, str ai g ht pi ns, l e a d 

t e a f oil, a c at h oli c r os ar y,  a n d v ari o us p ers o n al it e ms i n cl u di n g a n e arri n g a n d a fl o w er b e a d w or k 

p att er n  all r efl e ct a k n o w n hist ori c M étis m at eri al c ult ur e.  A p art fr o m t h e pr es e n c e , t h e s h e er  

q u a ntit y of t h es e it e ms is hi g hl y s u g g esti v e of a M étis hi v er n a nt  ass e m bl a g e. P etit e Vill e w as t h e 

first of t h es e sit es t o e m pl o y fi n e s cr e e ni n g m et h o ds a n d gr e atl y i m pr o v e d o n t h e artif a ct yi el ds 

of t h es e s m all m at eri als. T his st u d y i m pr o v e d o n it f urt h er a n d r e c o v er e d a m o n g t h e hi g h est 

artif a ct d e nsiti es a m o n g all st u di e d hi v er n a nt  sit es. T h e hist ori c al d at a pr es e nt e d i n C h a pt er 3 

o utli n e d t hr e e g e n er al o c c u p ati o n p eri o ds b y t h e M étis at t his sit e. Wit h t h e hi g h d e nsit y of  

tr a diti o n all y d o m esti c r el at e d artif a cts r e c o v er e d, t his c a bi n w o ul d b est fit wit hi n t h e hist ori c al 

o c c u p ati o n p eri o d II ( 1 8 7 4 –  1 8 7 8) . Fr o m s o m e of t h e di a g n osti c artif a cts r e c o v er e d, t his is als o 

t h e l o gi c al ti m efr a m e of t h e m ai n o c c u p ati o n  y e ars . It w as d uri n g t his o c c u p ati o n p eri o d t h at 

m a n y M étis f a mili es, i n cl u di n g m a n y w o m e n a n d c hil dr e n, m o v e d a w a y fr o m ot h er hi v er n a nt  

l o c ati o ns i nt o t h e C y pr ess Hills. T his ass e m bl a g e m at c h es t h at. O n e di a g n osti c artif a ct f o u n d i n 

t h e l a y er a b o v e t h e m ai n c a bi n l a y er w as f o u n d t o r e as o n a bl e fit t h e e n d of o c c u p ati o n p eri o d II 

or o c c u p ati o n p eri o d III (1 8 7 8 –  1 8 8 2 ). Eit h er c as e, t his c a bi n w as li k el y o c c u pi e d wit hi n  s u c h a 

n arr o w ti m e fr a m e of j ust a f e w y e ars  d uri n g  t h e mi d-1 8 7 0s w h er e m a n y h u n dr e ds of M étis 

f a mili es c all e d C y pr ess Hills t h eir h o m e i n a s wiftl y c h a n gi n g a n d u n c ert ai n f ut ur e. D uri n g t his 

ti m e, m e m b ers of t h e M ari o n/ O ul ett e bri g a d e a p p e ar t o b e  t h e m ai n o c c u p a nts of t his sit e. T his 

c a bi n a n d t h es e b el o n gi n gs r e c o v er e d w er e li k el y o w n e d b y v ari o us m e m b ers of t his e xt e n d e d 
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f a mil y at o n e p oi nt. Aft er 1 8 7 8, t h e L afr a m b ois e f a mil y b e c a m e t h e m ai n o c c u p a nts of t his sit e 

u ntil 1 8 8 2 w h e n it w as p er m a n e ntl y a b a n d o n e d . 

T his c o n cl usi o n is a d e q u at e f or u n d erst a n di n g t h e gr e at er pi ct ur e of t h e sit e a n d its 

r esi d e nts, b ut littl e dis c ussi o n h as b e e n m a d e f or w h at t h e artif a cts t ell a b o ut t h e a cti viti es wit hi n 

t his c a bi n s p a c e a n d w h at t h e y c a n t ell us. T h e v ari o us q u ot ati o ns a n d a cti viti es dis c uss e d i n 

C h a pt er 2 c o nj ur e vi vi d i m a g es of w h at lif e w as pr o b a bl y li k e i n t his c a bi n. T h e a b u n d a n c e of 

b e a ds s u g g ests t h at s o m e o n e wit hi n t his c a bi n w as a pr olifi c artist w h o w or k e d l o n g h o urs b y t h e 

fir eli g ht, or b y t h e wi n d o w i n d a yli g ht, a n d mi g ht h a v e b e e n assist e d b y a l a m p. T h e fl o w er 

b e a d w or k is c ert ai nl y a t est a m e nt t o h er s kills a n d artisti c e y e. T h e m a n y str ai g ht pi ns f o u n d 

w er e li k el y us e d f or m e n di n g cl ot h es d uri n g t h e l o n g pr airi e wi nt ers a n d c o ul d h a v e assist e d i n 

t h e b e a di n g pr o c ess. T h e e arri n g f o u n d c o ul d h a v e b e e n  w or n b y t his artist w hil e t h e br ass ri n g 

w as p ossi bl y w or n b y h er p art n er. T h at b ei n g t h e s a m e m a n w h o c all e d u p o n his ki n t o h el p b uil d 

t his c a bi n wit h t h e m a c hi n e c ut n ails, c hi n ki n g, a n d wi n d o w gl ass. M a n y of t h es e m at eri als w er e 

br o u g ht wit h t h e m fr o m pr e vi o us s ettl e m e nts i n t h e e ast a n d p ur c h as e d fr o m t h e H B C p ost i n 

F ort Q u’ a p p ell e . W hil e s o m e w er e p ur c h as e d fr o m t h e tr a d ers w h o h a d tr a v el e d fr o m F ort 

B e nt o n. F or f o o d t h e y h u nt e d bis o n a n d v ari o us ot h er l o c al g a m e w hi c h w er e t h e n br o u g ht b a c k 

a n d b ut c h er e d, w hil e fis h fr o m t h e n e ar b y l a k e w er e c a u g ht a n d c o ns u m e d. F or t h e m e als, t h e y 

us e d t h e c er a mi c b o wls a n d pl at es p ossi bl y r e usi n g t h e v ari o us gl ass c o nt ai n ers m ulti pl e ti m es. 

T e a dri n ki n g w as e nj o y e d i n t h e m at c hi n g c er a mi c c u ps wit h t h e dri e d l e a v es  b ei n g wr a p p e d i n 

t h e l e a d f oil. Pr a y ers w er e m a d e wit h t h e r os ar y a n d t h e t hi n wisp y h air of a n u nr ul y i nf a nt mi g ht 

h a v e b e e n c o m b e d wit h t h e b o n e l o us e c o m b. T h es e i nt er pr et ati o ns c a n h el p gi v e a n i m a gi n e of 

w h at lif e w as li k e i n t his c a bi n a n d bri n gs a s e ns e of h u m a nit y t o t h e n u m b ers a n d d at a pr es e nt e d 



 
 

2 0 6  

h er e. W a m b ol d ( 2 0 2 3) als o gi v es  a p ers o n ali z e d a n al ysis of s o m e of t his  ass e m bl a g e a n d t h e 

b el o n gi n gs fr o m ot h er hi v er n a nt  sit es fr o m a M étis w o m a n’s p ers p e cti v e. D et ail e d 

i nt er pr et ati o ns of t h e d a y -t o-d a y  lif e w a ys of hi v er n a nt  r esi d e nts ar e a f as ci n ati n g a n d g e n er all y 

u n d erst u di e d a p pr o a c h t o sit es s u c h as t h es e.  

I n c o n cl usi o n, t his st u d y h el ps t o a d d t o t h e li mit e d d at a b as e of hi v er n a nt  ar c h a e ol o g y 

a n d e x p a n ds o ur k n o wl e d g e of t h e k n o w n ass e m bl a g e. It als o h o p ef ull y fills a p o orl y u n d erst o o d 

or mis u n d erst o o d ar e a of M étis a n d C a n a di a n hist or y d uri n g t h e 1 8 7 0s. Ors er ( 2 0 1 0: 1 1 4 -1 1 7) 

hi g hli g hts t h e i m p ort a n c e of m o d er n  hist ori c al ar c h a e ol o g y w hi c h ai ms t o h el p a ns w er q u esti o ns 

of i d e ntit y a n d r el ati o ns hi ps b et w e e n gr o u ps a n d wit hi n c ult ur es.  T h e n at ur e of st u d yi n g 

hi v er n a nt  lif e w a ys assists  i n d oi n g j ust t h at, as t h e p e o pl e a n d t h eir ki ns hi p ti es ar e k e y i n 

u n d erst a n di n g m oti v ati o ns a n d tr a c ki n g m o bilit y a cr oss ti m e a n d s p a c es. H o w e v er, w e ar e j ust as 

li mit e d i n writt e n s o ur c es as w e ar e i n t h e artif a cts t h at w e fi n d. T h e hist ori c al ba c k gr o u n d f or 

t his st u d y w as es p e ci all y r estri cti v e o n t his. M a n y ot h er a ut h ors hi g hli g ht t h e diffi c ult y of g etti n g 

a c c ur at e a n d a b u n d a nt writt e n s o ur c es i n M étis hist or y ( M a c D o u g all a n d St-O n g e 2 0 1 3; B url e y 

et al. 1 9 9 2).  Hist ori c al ar c h a e ol o g y o n a M étis hi v er n a nt  sit e is n ot f or t h e f ai nt of h e art. All 

pr o c ess es ar e ti m e c o ns u mi n g fr o m t h e s p ars e hist or y t o t h e s m all a n d t e di o us m at eri al r e m ai ns. 

T h es e ar e i m p ort a nt c o nsi d er ati o ns f or f ut ur e s c h ol ars. T h e a ut h or h o p es t h at t his r es e ar c h c a n 

gr e atl y assist  i n b ei n g a b as eli n e f or f ut ur e st u di es o n t his sit e or a n y of t h e ot h er hi v er n a nt  sit es 

i n t h e C y pr ess Hills. 
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A d a ms, Willi a m H a m pt o n  

2 0 0 2  M a c hi n e C ut N ails a n d Wir e N ails: A m eri c a n Pr o d u cti o n a n d Us e f or D ati n g 

1 9t h -C e nt ur y a n d E arl y -2 0t h -C e nt ur y Sit es. Hist ori c al Ar c h a e ol o g y  3 6( 4): 6 6 – 6 8.  

 

Al b ers, P atri ci a C  

1 9 9 6  C h a n gi n g P att er ns of Et h ni cit y i n t h e N ort h e ast er n Pl ai ns, 1 7 8 0 -1 8 7 0. I n Hist o r y, 

P o w er & I d e ntit y.  J o n at h a n Hill, e d. P p. 9 0 – 1 1 8. U ni v ersit y of I o w a Pr ess, I o w a 

Cit y.  

 

A n d ers e n, C hris  

2 0 1 4  “ M étis ” R a c e, R e c o g niti o n, a n d t h e Str u g gl e f or I n di g e n o us P e o pl e h o o d . U B C 

Pr ess, V a n c o u v er.  

 

B al d wi n, St u art  

1 9 8 0  Wi nt eri n g Vill a g es of t h e M et is Hi v er n a nt s: D o c u m e nt ar y a n d Ar c h e ol o gi c al 

E vi d e n c es. I n T h e M etis a n d t h e L a n d i n Al b ert a  P p. 8 9 – 1 3 9. M etis Ass o ci ati o n 

of Al b ert a, E d m o nt o n.  

 

B ar k er, Pr est o n  

1 9 4 0  R u b b er: Hist or y, Pr o d u cti o n, a n d M a n uf a ct ur e . U nit e d St at es G o v er n m e nt 

Pri nti n g Offi c e, W as hi n gt o n, D C.  

 

B e al, R. F., J. E. F ost er, a n d L. Z u k  

1 9 8 7  T h e M é tis Hi v er n e m e nt S ettl e m e nt at B uff al o L a k e, 1 8 7 2-1 8 7 7 . Al b ert a 

D e p art m e nt of C ult ur e, E d m o nt o n.  

 

Bl ais e, J o a n n D e c or b y  

2 0 0 0  M y R esi d e n c e Is M y C arri a g e.  Ir e n e D e c or b y R e a vi e, é d., C arl yl e, S K. 

 

B o n ni c hs e n, R o bs o n  

1 9 6 7  M e n a n d Mistr ess es: A St u d y of t h e L at e Hist ori c P eri o d i n t h e C y pr ess Hills. 

Ar c h a e ol o gi c al S o ci et y of Al b ert a  1 5: 2 – 8.  

 

B o n ni c hs e n, R o bs o n, a n d St u art J B al d wi n  



 
 

2 0 9  

1 9 7 8  C y pr ess Hills Et h n o hist or y a n d E c ol o g y. Ar c h a e ol o g y S ur v e y of Al b ert a ( 1 0). 

Al b ert a C ult ur e, Hist ori c al R es o ur c es Di visi o n, E d m o nt o n.  

 

B o n ni c hs e n, R o bs o n, R o y H or a n, M a uri c e D oll, a n d St u art B al d wi n  

1 9 7 3  A M etis C o m m u nit y i n t h e C y pr ess Hills of Al b ert a: A n  Ar c h e ol o gi c al 

I n v esti g ati o n. A n u n p u blis h e d m a n us cri pt o n fil e wit h t h e Pr o vi n ci al M us e u m of 

Al b ert a, E d m o nt o n . 

 

Br a n d o n, J o h n  

1 9 9 4  Ar c h a e ol o g y at C hi m n e y C o ul e e P er mit # 9 4 -7 2. S E N T A R C o ns ult a nts Lt d., 

S as k at o o n.  

1 9 9 5  Ar c h a e ol o g y at C hi m n e y C o ul e e P er mit # 9 5 -9 9.  S E N T A R C o ns ult a nts Lt d, 

S as k at o o n.  

2 0 0 0  Ar c h a e ol o g y at C hi m n e y C o ul e e P er mit # 0 0 . S E N T A R C o ns ult a nts Lt d, 

S as k at o o n.  

2 0 0 1  2 0 0 0 Fi el d S c h o ol at C hi m n e y C o ul e e.  T h e R e gi n a Ar c h e ol o gi c al S o ci et y , 

R e gi n a.  

 

Br ass er, T e d  

1 9 8 5  I n S e ar c h of M étis Art i n T h e N e w P e o pl es: B ei n g a n d B e c o mi n g M étis i n N ort h  

A m eri c a. J a c q u eli n e P et ers o n a n d J e n nif er S H Br o w n ( e dit ors), p p. 2 2 1 – 2 2 9. 

U ni v ersit y of M a nit o b a Pr ess, Wi n ni p e g.  

 

Br eit u n g, A J  

1 9 5 4  A B ot a ni c al S ur v e y of t h e C y pr ess Hills. C a n a di a n Fi el d N at ur alist  6 8:  5 5 – 9 2.  

 

B url e y, D a vi d V., G a y el A. H orsf all, a n d J o h n Br a n d o n  

1 9 9 2  Str u ct ur al C o nsi d er ati o ns of M étis Et h ni cit y: A n Ar c h a e ol o gi c al, Ar c hit e ct ur al, 

a n d Hist ori c al St u d y. U ni v ersit y of S o ut h D a k ot a Pr ess, V er milli o n.  

 

C a m p b ell, Gl e n, a n d T o m Fl a n a g a n  

2 0 1 9  L o uis Ri el’s R o m a nti c I nt er ests. M a nit o b a Hist or y  ( 9 0). 

 

C a m p b ell, Gr e g or y R  

2 0 0 2  T h e L e m hi S h os h o ni: Et h n o g e n esis, S o ci ol o gi c al Tr a nsf or m ati o ns, a n d t h e 

C o nstr u cti o n of a Tri b al N ati o n. A m eri c a n I n di a n Q u art erl y  2 5( 4): 5 3 9 – 5 7 8.  



 
 

2 1 0  

 

C ar p e nt er, J o c k  

1 9 7 7  Fift y D oll ar Bri d e: M ari e R os e S mit h, a C hr o ni cl e of M étis Lif e i n t h e 1 9t h 

C e nt ur y.  Gr a y’s P u blis hi n g, Si d n e y, B C.  

 

C att o, N R  

1 9 8 3  L o ess i n t h e C y pr ess Hills, Al b ert a, C a n a d a. C a n a di a n J o ur n al of E art h S ci e n c es  

2 0: 1 1 5 9 – 1 1 6 7.  

 

C h ar ett e, G uill a u m e  

1 9 8 0  V a nis hi n g S p a c es: M e m oirs of L o uis G o ul et . Tr a nsl at e d b y R a y Ell e n w o o d. First 

e diti o n. E diti o ns B ois -Br ûl és, Wi n ni p e g.  

 

Cli p p ert o n, R o b ert  

2 0 1 5  T h e C y pr ess Hills M ass a cr e.  S as k at c h e w a n Hist ori c al S o ci et y, S as k at o o n, S K.  

 

C o c hr a n, M. D. a n d B e a u dr y, M. C.  

2 0 0 6  M at eri al C ult ur e St u di es a n d Hist ori c al Ar c h a e ol o g y. I n T h e C a m bri d g e 

C o m p a ni o n t o Hist ori c al Ar c h a e ol o g y . D. Hi c ks a n d M. C. B e a u dr y ( e dit ors) p. 

1 9 1 -2 0 4. C a m bri d g e U ni v ersit y Pr ess, C a m bri d g e . 

 

C o o ns, A ar o n D.  

2 0 1 7  Ar c h a e o g e o p h ysi cs a n d St atisti c al A n al ys is at t h e B uff al o L a k e M étis Wi nt eri n g 

Sit e ( F d P e -1).  M ast er’s t h esis. D e p art m e nt of A nt hr o p ol o g y, U ni v ersit y of 

Al b ert a, E d m o nt o n.  

 

C or bi n, A n n ali es  

2 0 0 6  T h e Lif e a n d Ti m es of t h e St e a m b o at R e d Cl o u d: Or, H o w M er c h a nts, M o u nti es, 

a n d t h e Miss o uri Tr a nsf or m e d t h e W est.  T e x as A & M U ni v ersit y Pr ess, C oll e g e 

St ati o n.  

 

C o w ell, W  

1 9 8 2  C y pr ess Hills Pr o vi n ci al P ar k Cli m at e.  Al b ert a R e cr e ati o n, P ar ks a n d Wil dlif e, 

E d m o nt o n.  

 

C o wi e, Is a a c  

1 9 1 3  T h e C o m p a n y of A d v e nt ur ers: A N arr ati v e of S e v e n Y e ars i n t h e S er vi c e of t h e 

H u ds o n’s B a y C o m p a n y d uri n g 1 8 6 7 -1 8 7 4.  Willi a m Bri g gs, T or o nt o.  

 



 
 

2 1 1  

D’ Arti g u e, J e a n  

1 8 8 2  Si x Y e ars i n t h e C a n a di a n N ort h -W est.  Tr a nsl at e d b y L. C. C or b ett a n d R e v. S. 

S mit h. H u nt er, R os e a n d C o m p a n y, T or o nt o.  

 

D e m ps e y, H u g h A.  

1 9 7 3  Willi a m P ar k er M o u nt e d P oli c e m a n.  D e ni g, E d wi n T h o m ps o n ( e dit or). H urti g 

P u blis h ers, E d m o nt o n.  

 

1 9 3 0  I n di a n Tri b es of t h e U p p er Miss o uri. E dit e d B y J. N. B. H e witt. B ur e a u Of 

A m eri c a n Et h n ol o g y , G o v er n m e nt Pri nti n g Offi c e, W as hi n gt o n , D C. 

 

D oll, M. F. V., R. S. Ki d d, a n d J. P. D a y.  

1 9 8 8  T h e B uff al o L a k e M étis Sit e: A L at e Ni n et e e nt h C e nt ur y S ettl e m e nt i n t h e 

P ar kl a n d of C e ntr al Al b ert a . H u m a n Hist or y O c c asi o n al P a p er N o. 4. Al b ert a 

C ult ur e a n d M ulti c ult ur alis m, E d m o nt o n.  

Dr a k e, K ar e n.  

2 0 1 3  “ R v Hirs e k or n: Ar e M etis Ri g hts a C o nstit ut i o n al M yt h. ” C a n a di a n B ar R e vi e w, 

v ol. 9 2, n o. 1, 2 0 1 3, p. 1 4 9 -1 7 2.  

 

E ast e n d Hist or y S o ci et y  

1 9 8 4   R a n g e Ri d ers a n d S o d b ust ers.  E ast e n d, S as k at c h e w a n.  

 

E d d y, J o h n A  

1 9 9 2  B ef or e T a m b or a: T h e S u n a n d Cli m at e, 1 7 9 0 -1 8 3 0. I n T h e Y e ar wit h o ut a 

S u m m er ?: W orl d C li m at e i n 1 8 1 6. C R H ari n gt o n ( e dit or) p. 1 1. C a n a di a n 

M us e u m of N at ur e, Ott a w a.  

 

Elli ott, J a c k  

1 9 7 1  Hi v er n a nt  Ar c h a e ol o g y i n t h e C y pr ess Hills.  M ast er’s t h esis, D e p art m e nt of 

Ar c h a e ol o g y, U ni v ersit y of C al g ar y, C al g ar y.  

 

E ns, G er h ar d  

1 9 9 6  H o m el a n d t o Hi nt erl a n d: T h e C h a n gi n g W orl ds of t h e R e d Ri v er M etis i n t h e 

Ni n et e e nt h C e nt ur y.  U ni v ersit y of T or o nt o Pr ess, T or o nt o.  

2 0 0 8  A S o n of t h e F ur Tr a d e: T h e M e m oirs of J o h n n y Gr a nt.  U ni v ersit y of Al b ert a 

Pr ess, E d m o nt o n . 

 

 



 
 

2 1 2  

E ns, G er h ar d, a n d J o e S a w c h u k  

2 0 1 5  Fr o m N e w P e o pl es t o N e w N ati o ns: As p e cts of M etis Hist or y a n d I d e ntit y fr o m 

t h e Ei g ht e e nt h t o t h e T w e nt y-First C e nt uri es . U ni v ersit y of T or o nt o Pr ess, 

T or o nt o.  

 

F a g a n, Bri a n  

2 0 0 0  T h e Littl e I c e A g e.  B asi c B o o ks, N e w Y or k.  

 

Fit z p atri c k, FJ E  

1 9 2 1  S er g e a nt 3 3 1: P ers o n al R e c oll e cti o ns of a M e m b er of t h e C a n a di a n N ort h w est 

M o u nt e d P oli c e Fr o m 1 8 7 9 -1 8 8 5 . P u blis h e d b y t h e a ut h or, N e w Y or k. 

 

F ost er, J o h n E.  

1 9 9 4  R e vi e w of M etis L a n ds i n M a nit o b a. Gr e at Pl ai ns Q u art erl y  1 4 (3 ): 2 2 4-2 2 5.  

 

F ost er, M art h a H arr o u n  

2 0 0 6  W e K n o w W h o W e Ar e: M é tis I d e ntit y i n a M o nt a n a C o m m u nit y. U ni v ersit y of 

O kl a h o m a Pr ess,  N or m a n . 

 

G a u dr y, A d a m, a n d D arr yl L er o u x  

2 0 1 7  W hit e S ettl er R e visi o nis m a n d M a ki n g M étis E v er y w h er e: T h e E v o c ati o n of 

M étiss a g e i n Q u e b e c a n d N o v a S c oti a. Cr iti c al Et h ni c St u di es 3( 1): 1 1 6 – 1 4 2.  

 

G a ut hi er, S o l è n e M all et 

2 0 2 3  Ar c h e ol o gi c al M a p pi n g, R e m ot e S e nsi n g a n d E x c a v ati o ns at C hi m n e y C o ul e e 

( Dj O e-6).  U ni v ersit y of Al b ert a, E d m o nt o n.  

 

Gi bs o n, D e nis e P atri ci a  

2 0 1 0  A Q u esti o n of W hit e w ar es: C o ns u m er B e h a vi o ur a n d C er a mi cs at Cl ar k’s 

Cr ossi n g, S as k at c h e w a n.  M ast er’s t h esis, D e p art m e nt of Ar c h e ol o g y, U ni v ersit y 

of S as k at c h e w a n, S as k at c h e w a n.  

 

Gir a u d, M ar c el  

1 9 4 5  L e M é tis C a n a di e n, S o n Rô l e D a ns l’ hist oir e D es Pr o vi n c es d e l’ O u est. I nstit ut 

d’ Et h n ol o gi e, M us e u m N ati o n al d’ Hist oir e N at ur ell e, P aris, Fr a n c e.  

 

1 9 8 6  T h e M etis i n t h e C a n a di a n W est.  V ol. II.  Tr a nsl at e d b y G e or g e W o o d c o c k.  

T h e U ni v ersit y of Al b ert a Pr ess, E d m o nt o n, U ni v ersit y of N e br as k a Pr ess, 

Li n c ol n, N e br as k a, N E.  



 
 

2 1 3  

 

G o d d e n, G e offr e y  

1 9 9 9  G o d d e n’s G ui d e t o Ir o nst o n e: St o n e a n d Gr a nit e W ar es.  A nti q u e C oll e ct or’s 

Cl u b Lt d., W o o d bri d g e, U nit e d Ki n g d o m . 

 

G o ul d e n, M R, a n d D J S a u c h y n  

1 9 8 6  A g e of r ot ati o n al l a n dsli d es i n t h e C y pr ess Hills, Al b ert a -S as k at c h e w a n. 

G é o gr a p hi e p h ysi q u e et Q u at er n air e  4 0: 2 3 9 – 2 4 8.  

 

Gr ai n g er, D, a n d B R oss  

1 9 8 0  P etit e Vill e Sit e S ur v e y, S as k at c h e w a n.  1 4 3. R es e ar c h B ull eti n. Ott a w a, O N.  

 

H a c k ett, P a ul  

2 0 0 4  A v erti n g Dis ast er: T h e H u ds o n’s B a y C o m p a n y a n d S m all p o x i n W est er n C a n a d a 

d uri n g t h e L at e Ei g ht e e nt h a n d E arl y Ni n e t e e nt h C e nt uri es. B ull eti n of t h e Hist or y 

of M e di ci n e 7 8( 3): 5 7 5 – 6 0 9.  

 

H all, J o n at h a n B  

2 0 0 9  P oi nti n g It O ut: Fl ut e d Pr oj e ctil e P oi nt Distri b uti o ns a n d E arl y H u m a n 

P o p ul ati o ns i n S as k at c h e w a n.  M ast er’s T h esis, D e p art m e nt of Ar c h e ol o g y, 

Si m o n Fr as er U ni v ers it y, B ur n a b y, B C.  

 

H a milt o n, B e c k e y  

2 0 0 7  M étis L a n d S ettl e m e nt at Will o w B u n c h, S as k at c h e w a n, 1 8 4 0 -1 9 1 0. Pr airi e 

P ers p e cti v es  1 0: 1 – 2 9.  

 

H a milt o n, J e n nif er F. A.  

1 9 8 2  C er a mi cs D esti n e d f or Y or k F a ct or y: A n E x a mi n ati o n of H u ds o n’s B a y C o m p a n y 

Ar c hi v al S o ur c es. M at eri al C ult ur e R e vi e w  1 6( D e c e m b er).  

 

H a milt o n, S., a n d B. Ni c h ols o n  

2 0 0 0  M étis L a n d Us e of t h e L a u d er S a n d hills of S o ut h w est er n M a nit o b a. Pr airi e 

F or u m  2 5( 2): 2 4 3 – 2 7 0.  

 

H a n n a, M ar g ar et G.  

1 9 9 5  C h a m b er y C o ul e e S ur v e y.  P er mit # 9 5 -7 0.  

 

Hil d e br a n dt, W alt er a n d H u b n er , Bri a n 



 
 

2 1 4  

2 0 0 7  T h e C y pr ess Hills: A n Isl a n d b y Its elf. P uri c h P u blis hi n g , U ni v ersit y of Britis h 

C ol u m bi a Pr ess , V a n c o u v er, B C. 

 

Hist or y a n d R e mi nis c e n c es of E ast e n d a n d Distri ct. S as k at c h e w a n G ol d e n J u bil e e 1 9 0 5 –  1 9 5 5 

C o m m e m or ati v e V ol u m e.  

1 9 5 5   E ast e n d, S as k at o o n.  

 

H o g u e, Mi c h el  

2 0 1 5  M etis a n d t h e M e di ci n e Li n e: Cr e ati n g a B or d er a n d Di vi di n g a P e o pl e . First 

e diti o n. U ni v ersit y of N ort h C ar oli n a Pr ess, C h a p el Hill, N C.  

 

H u el, R a y m o n d J. A.  

2 0 0 3  Ar c h bis h o p A. -A. T a c h é of St. B o nif a c e: T h e “ G o o d Fi g ht ” a n d t h e Ill usi v e 

Visi o n . U ni v ersit y of Al b ert a Pr ess, E d m o nt o n. 

 

J u n g eri us, P D  

1 9 6 6  A g e a n d Ori gi n of t h e C y pr ess Hills Pl at e a u S urf a c e i n Al b ert a. G e o gr a p hi c al 

B ull eti n  8: 3 0 7 – 3 1 8.  

 

v a n Kir k, S yl vi a  

1 9 8 0  M a n y T e n d er Ti es: W o m e n i n t h e F ur Tr a d e S o ci et y, 1 6 7 0 -1 8 7 0.  W ats o n & 

D w y er, C hi c a g o , I L. 

 

Kl ass e n, R . W . 

1 9 9 4  L at e Wis c o nsi n a n a n d H ol o c e n e Hist or y of S o ut h w est er n S as k at c h e w a n. 

C a n a di a n J o ur n al of E art h S ci e n c e  3 1: 1 8 2 2 – 1 8 3 7.  

 

K uli g, J . J. 

1 9 9 6  T h e Gl a ci ati o n of t h e C y pr ess Hills of Al b ert a a n d S as k at c h e w a n a n d Its R e gi o n al 

I m pli c ati o ns. Q u at er n ar y I nt er n ati o n al  3 2: 5 3 – 7 7.  

 

L e c ki e, D . A ., a n d C h e el, R. J. 

1 9 8 9  T h e C y pr ess Hills F or m ati o n ( U p p er E o c e n e t o Mi o c e n e): A S e mi -Ari d 

Br ai d pl ai n D e p osit R es ulti n g fr o m I ntr usi v e U plift. C a n a di a n J o ur n al of E art h 

S ci e n c es 2 6: 1 9 1 8 – 1 9 3 1.  

 

M a c o u n, J o h n  

1 8 8 2  M a nit o b a a n d t h e Gr e at N ort h -W est.  T h e W orl d P u blis hi n g C o m p a n y, G u el p h,  

O nt . 



 
 

2 1 5  

 

M c C a n n y, S.  

2 0 0 0  G ui d e t o t h e pl a nts of Gr assl a n ds N ati o n al P ar k. I n Gr assl a n ds N ati o n al P ar k 

Fi el d G ui d e  ( K. S. F ar g e y, S. D. L ars o n, S. J. Gr a nt, P. F ar g e y, a n d C. S c h mi dt, 

e dit ors), Pr airi e Wi n d a n d  Sil v er S a g e - Fri e n ds of Gr assl a n ds I n c., S wift C urr e nt.  

 

M c C ull o u g h, A. B . 

1 9 9 0  C hi m n e y C o ul e e: Bri efi n g D o c u m e nt 1 9 9 0 -4 9 . Pr e p ar e d f or t h e N o v e m b er 1 9 9 0 

M e eti n g of t h e Hist ori c Sit es a n d M o n u m e nts B o ar d. Ott a w a.  

 

M e y er, D A, J Bl a k e y, a n d J R o e  

2 0 0 9  St a m p e d e Sit e ( Dj O n -2 6) Ar c h a e ol o gi c al E x c a v ati o ns 2 0 0 8 P h as e 2 

I n v esti g ati o ns. Pr e p ar e d f or t h e Ar c h a e ol o g y a n d Hist or y S e cti o n, Al b ert a 

T o uris m, P ar ks, R e cr e ati o n a n d C ult ur e. E d m o nt o n, Al b ert a.  

 

Milt o n, Vis c o u nt, a n d C h e a dl e W. B  

1 8 6 5  T h e N ort h -W est P ass a g e b y L a n d: B ei n g t h e N arr ati v e of a n E x p e diti o n fr o m t h e 

Atl a nti c t o t h e P a cifi c, U n d ert a k e n wit h t h e Vi e w of E x pl ori n g a R o ut e a cr oss t h e 

C o nti n e nt t hr o u g h Britis h T errit or y, b y O n e of t h e N ort h er n P ass es i n t h e R o c k y 

M o u nt ai ns.  C ass ell, P ett er, & G al pi n , Lo n d o n.  

 

M ori n, G ail  

1 9 9 6  M étis F a mili es: A G e n e al o gi c al C o m p e n di u m,  v ol. 4. Q ui nti n P u bli c ati o ns, 

P a wt u c k et, R h o d e Isl a n d.  

1 9 9 7  N ort h W est H alf -Br e e d S cri p, 1 8 8 5.  Q ui nti n P u bli c ati o ns  P a wt u c k et, R h o d e 

Isl a n d. 

 

N e w m a n, D wi g ht G.  

2 0 1 4  R e visiti n g t h e d ut y t o c o ns ult A b ori gi n al P e o pl es. S as k at o o n, S K: P uri c h 

P u blis hi n g Lt d.  

 

Ors er, C h arl es E. Jr.  

2 0 1 0  T w e nt y -First -C e nt ur y  Hist ori c al Ar c h a e ol o g y. J o ur n al of Ar c h a e ol o gi c al 

R es e ar c h : V ol. 1 8, N o. 2 (J u n e 2 0 1 0), p p. 1 1 1 -1 5 0  

 

P a y m e nt, Di a n e P  

1 9 9 0  T h e Fr e e P e o pl e –  Oti p e misi w a k: B at o c h e, S as k at c h e w a n 1 8 7 0 -1 9 3 0 . Mi nist er of 

t h e E n vir o n m e nt, P ar ks C a n a d a. Ott a w a. 



 
 

2 1 6  

 

Ri el, L o uis  

1 9 8 5  T h e C oll e ct e d Writi n gs of L o uis Ri el.  G e or g e F. G. St a nl e y, e d. U ni v ersit y of 

Al b ert a Pr ess, E d m o nt o n.  

 

R o bi ns o n, H. M.  

1 8 7 9  T h e Gr e at F ur L a n d: S k et c h es of Lif e i n t h e H u ds o n’s B a y T errit or y.  G. P. 

P ut n a m's S o ns, N e w Y or k . 

 

R o n d e a u, Cl o vis  

1 9 7 0  L a M o nt a g n e d e B ois. Will o w -B u n c h  ( S as k). s. n., Gr a v el b o ur g, S as k at c h e w a n . 

 

R oss, Al e x a n d er  

1 9 5 7  T h e R e d Ri v er S ettl e m e nt: Its Ris e, Pr o gr ess, a n d Pr es e nt St at e.  R oss a n d H ai n es, 

I n c., Mi n n e a p olis. 

 

R oss, Eri c  

1 9 7 0  B e y o n d t h e Ri v er a n d t h e B a y: S o m e O bs er v ati o ns o n t h e St at e of t h e C a n a di a n 

N ort h w est i n 1 8 1 1 wit h a Vi e w t o Pr o vi di n g t h e I nt e n di n g S ettl er wit h a n I n ti m at e 

K n o wl e d g e of T h at C o u ntr y.  U ni v ersit y of T or o nt o Pr ess, T or o nt o.  

 

R u b ert o n e, P atri ci a E.  

2 0 0 0  T h e hist ori c al ar c h a e ol o g y of N ati v e A m eri c a ns . A n n u al r e vi e w of a nt hr o p ol o g y  

2 9: 4 2 5 -4 4 6.  

 

S a u c h y n, D J, a n d D S L e m m e n  

1 9 9 6  I m p a cts of L a n dsli di n g i n t h e W est er n C y pr ess Hills, S as k at c h e w a n a n d Al b ert a. 

G e ol o gi c al S ur v e y of C a n a d a, Ott a w a, C urr e nt R es e ar c h  1 9 9 6 -B: 7 -1 4.  

 

S a u c h y n, M A, a n d D J S a u c h y n  

1 9 9 1  A C o nti n u o us R e c or d of H ol o c e n e P oll e n fr o m H arris L a k e, S o ut h w est er n 

S as k at c h e w a n, C a n a d a. P al a e o g e o gr a p h y, P al a e o cli m at ol o g y, P al a e o e c ol o g y  8 8: 

1 3 – 2 3.  

 

S pr a g u e, R o d eri c k  

1 9 8 1  A F u n cti o n al Cl assifi c ati o n f or Artif a cts fr o m 1 9t h a n d 2 0t h Hist ori c al Sit es. 

N ort h A m eri c a n Ar c h a e ol o gist.  2( 3): 2 5 1 -2 6 1.  

 



 
 

2 1 7  

2 0 0 2  C hi n a or Pr oss er B utt o n I d e ntifi c ati o n a n d D ati n g. Hist ori c al Ar c h a e ol o g y 

3 6( 2): 1 1 1 -1 2 7.  

 

St al k er, A M  

1 9 6 5  Pl eist o c e n e I c e S urf a c e, C y pr ess Hills Ar e a. I n Al b ert a S o ci et y of P etr ol e u m 

G e ol o gists, 1 5t h A n n u al Fi el d C o nf er e n c e G ui d e b o o k, P art 1.  C y pr ess Hills 

Pl at e a u Al b ert a a n d S as k at c h e w a n. p p. 1 1 6 – 1 3 0.  

 

St -O n g e, Ni c ol e, C ar ol y n P o dr u c h n y, a n d Br e n d a M a c d o u g all  

2 0 1 2  C o nt o urs of a P e o pl e: M etis F a mil y, M o bilit y, a n d Hist or y.  U ni v ersit y of 

O kl a h o m a Pr ess, N or m a n.  

 

St urt e v a nt, Willi a m  

1 9 7 1  Cr e e k i nt o S e mi n ol e. N ort h A m eri c a n I n di a ns i n Hist ori c al P ers p e cti v e.  R a n d o m 

H o us e, N e w Y or k.  

 

S u p er n a nt, Kis h a  

2 0 1 8  Ar c h a e ol o g y of t h e M étis. I n T h e O xf or d H a n d b o o k of T o pi cs i n Ar c h a e ol o g y. 

htt ps:// d oi. or g/ 1 0. 1 0 9 3/ o xf or d h b/ 9 7 8 0 1 9 9 9 3 5 4 1 3. 0 1 3. 7 0 . A c c ess e d A pril 2 0 2 3. 

 

S uss m a n, L  

1 9 7 9  S p o d e/ C o p el a n d a n d Tr a nsf er -Pri nt e d P att er ns F o u n d at 2 0 H u ds o n’s B a y 

C o m p a n y Sit es. C a n a di a n Hist ori c Sit es O c c asi o n al P a p ers i n Ar c h a e ol o g y a n d 

Hist or y( 2 2). P ar ks C a n a d a, Ott a w a.  

 

S z ot, D a ni el Alfr e d  

2 0 2 2  A n Artif a ct a n d S p ati al A n al ysis of S o ut h Br a n c h H o us e ( Ff N m -1).  M ast er’s 

t h esis, D e p art m e nt of Ar c h a e ol o g y a n d A nt hr o p ol o g y , U ni v ersit y of 

S as k at c h e w a n, S as k at o o n.  

 

T h or p e, J  

1 9 9 9  N at ur al V e g et ati o n . I n Atl as of S as k a t c h e w a n, e dit e d b y K a-i u F u n g, p p. 1 3 3-1 3 7.  

U ni v ersit y of S as k at c h e w a n, S as k at o o n.  

 

V a n c e, R E, S E W olf e, a n d D J P e n n o c k  

1 9 9 8  Cli m at e, V e g et ati o n, a n d S oils.  I n G e o m or p hi c S yst e ms of t h e P allis er Tri a n gl e, 

S o ut h er n C a n a di a n Pr airi es: D es cri pti o n a n d R es p o ns e t o C h a n g - I n g Cli m at e. D 

S L e m m e n, R E V a n c e, I. A. C a m p - b ell, et al., e ds. G e ol o gi c al S ur v e y of C a n a d a 

B ull eti n 5 2 1: 1 8 – 2 5.  
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Vr e e k e n, W J  

1 9 8 6  Q u at er n ar y E v e nts i n t h e El k w at er L a k e Ar e a of S o ut h - E ast er n Al b ert a. 

C a n a di a n J o ur n al of E art h S ci e n c es 2 3 : 2 0 2 4– 2 0 3 8.  

 

Vri es, B, a n d C D Bir d  

1 9 6 8  A d diti o ns t o t h e V as c ul ar Fl or a of t h e C y pr ess Hills, Al b ert a. Bl u e J a y  2 6: 9 8 –

1 0 0.  

 

W a ds w ort h, Willi a m T D  

2 0 2 0  A b o v e, B e n e at h, a n d Wit hi n: C oll a b or ati v e a n d C o m m u nit y -Dri v e n 

Ar c h a e ol o gi c al R e m ot e S e nsi n g R es e ar c h i n C a n a d a.  M ast er’s t h esis. D e p art m e nt 

of A nt hr o p ol o g y, U ni v ersit y of Al b ert a, E d m o nt o n.  

 

W a m b ol d, R os e m ar y D a w n  

2 0 2 2  B e y o n d t h e B e a ds: T h e R e pr es e nt ati o n of M étis W o m e n i n t h e Ar c h a e ol o gi c al 

R e c or d.  M ast er’s t h esis. D e p art m e nt of A nt hr o p ol o g y, U n i v ersit y of Al b ert a, 

E d m o nt o n.  

 

W e e k es, M ar y  

1 9 4 5  T h e L ast B uff al o H u nt er.  Fift h H o us e B o o ks, T or o nt o.  

 

W ei n b e n d er, Ki m b erl e y D.  

2 0 0 3  P etit e Vill e: A S p ati al Ass ess m e nt of a M étis Hi v er n a nt  Sit e . M ast er’s t h esis, 

D e p art m e nt of  Ar c h a e ol o g y , U ni v ersit y of S as k at c h e w a n, S as k at o o n.  

 

W est g at e, J A  

1 9 6 8  S urfi ci al G e ol o g y of t h e F or e m ost -C y pr ess Hills Ar e a, Al b ert a. R es e ar c h C o u n cil 

of Al b ert a, R C A/ A G S B ull eti n  2 2, p. 1 3 7.  

 

W hit e, C. L. a n d B e a u dr y, M. C.  

2 0 0 9  Artif a cts a n d P ers o n al I d e ntit y . I n I nt ern ati o n al h a n d b o o k of hist ori c al 

ar c h a e ol o g y . T. M aj e ws ki a n d D. R. G ai mst er  ( e dit ors) p. 2 0 9 -2 2 5 . N e w Y or k: 

S pri n g er . 

 

W hitt e n, D.  

N. d.  Gl ass B ottl e M ar ks.  htt ps:// gl ass b ottl e m ar ks. c o m/ gr e at -w est er n -gl ass -c o m p a n y -

st-l o uis-miss o uri/, a c c ess e d M ar c h 3 1, 2 0 2 3.  
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Wis e m a n, Di o n J., G arr y L. R u n ni n g I V, a n d A n dr e a Fr e e m a n  

2 0 0 2  A P al e o e n vir o n m e nt al R e c o nstr u cti o n of El k w at er L a k e, Al b ert a. G e o gr a p hi e 

P h ysi q u e et Q u at er n air e 5 6( 2 – 3). Pr ess es d e l’ U ni v ersit e d e M o nt é al, M o nt é al.  

 

W olf art, P hili p D.  

2 0 1 2  A g ai nst S p ati aliz e d Et h ni cit y.  I n C o nt o urs of a P e o pl e: M étis F a mil y, M o bilit y,  

a n d Hist or y , p p. 1 2 0 – 1 4 2. U ni v ersit y of O kl a h o m a Pr ess, N or m a n.  

 

W o n d ers, Willi a m C.  

1 9 8 3  F ar C or n er of t h e Str a n g e E m pir e: C e ntr al Al b ert a o n t h e E v e of H o m est e a d 

S ettl e m e nt. Gr e at Pl ai ns Q u art erl y  3( 2): 9 2 – 1 0 8.  

 

W ut z k e, Ki m b erl y A ar o n  

2 0 0 9  F ort W als h T o w nsit e ( 1 8 7 5 -1 8 8 3): E arl y S ettl e m e nt i n t h e C y pr ess Hills. 

S as k at o o n . M ast er’s t h esis, D e p art m e nt of Ar c h a e ol o g y a n d A nt hr o p ol o g y , 

U ni v ersit y of S as k at c h e w a n, S as k at o o n.  

 

W yli e, A.  

1 9 7 8  Hist ori c a n d Pr e hist ori c Sit e S ur v e y 1 9 7 8, F ort W als h N ati o n al Hist ori c P ar k.   

Mi cr ofi c h e R e p ort S eri es N o. 2 3 0. P ar ks C a n a d a, Ott a w a.  
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A r c hi v al S o u r c e s  

C al g ar y, Al b ert a  

 Gl e n b o w Ar c hi v es  

  Cl ar k e, Si m o n J o h n, Si m o n J o h n Cl ar k e f o n ds  

C o x , W. H., J a c k F. D u n n c oll e cti o n  

D e w d n e y, E d g ar, E d g ar D e w d n e y f o n ds  

  M er c er, G e or g e, G e or g e M er c er D a ws o n fo n ds  

  J o n es, H ar ol d S. “ C or k y ”, W o o d F a mil y fo n ds  

W urt el e, J o n at h o n W olfr e d L ut h er, J a c k F. D u n n c oll e cti o n  

 

E d m o nt o n, Al b ert a  

 Pr o vi n ci al Ar c hi v es of Al b ert a  

L est a n c, J o es e p h -J e a n -M ari e , Missi o n ar y O bl at es of M ar y I m m a c ul at e ( O MI), 

L a c o m b e C a n a d a f o n ds  

 

Ott a w a, O nt ari o  

 Li br ar y a n d Ar c hi v es C a n a d a  

G e ol o gi c al S ur v e y of C a n a d a s o us -f o n ds, N at ur al R es o ur c es C a n a d a f o n ds  

R o y al C a n a di a n M o u nt e d P oli c e f o n ds  

  

Wi n ni p e g, M a nit o b a  

 C e ntr e d u P atri m oi n e  

D e C or b y , J ul es, C or p or ati o n ar c hi é pis c o p al e c at h oli q u e r o m ai n e d e S ai nt -

B o nif a c e  

L e St a n c , J e a n -M ari e , C or p or ati o n ar c hi é pis c o p al e c at h oli q u e r o m ai n e d e S ai nt -

B o nif a c e  

 

 Pr o vi n ci al Ar c hi v es of M a nit o b a  

  Ur q u h art, Willi a m T h or nt o n , Al e x a n d er M orris fo n ds  
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P e ri o di c als  

H el e n a , M. T.  

 H el e n a I n d e p e n d e nt  

 

B e nt o n, M. T.  

 B e nt o n R e c or d  

B e nt o n W e e kl y R e c or d  

 

P ortl a n d, Or e g o n  

N e w N ort h w est N e ws p a p er  
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A p p e n di x  

 

 
C o m pl et e E U 1  
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C o m pl et e E U 2  

 

 
E U 3 i n l a y er C wit h w o o d e n tr e n c h f e at ur e 
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C o m pl et e E U 1 -3 fr o m t h e 2 0 1 7 e x c a v ati o n  

 

 
N e arl y c o m pl et e E U 5 i n l a y er D  
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W o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e i n t h e S E c or n er of E U 6  

 
 

 

 
C o m pl et e E U 6  
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Hi g hli g ht e d w o o d y tr e n c h f e at ur e i n E U 7  

 
 
 

 
C o m pl et e E U 7  




