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~ AIshan Owan and Urhobo h secondary purpose 'was to determlne

- "(Benin), but that tojalgreat'eXtent they. were alSO'culturally‘

there‘was a low d1V151on of\labor strong soc1aL and polltlcal

h"age grades, the re11g10us r1tuals and the fe

ABSTRACT

L

The purpose of. the study was to gather, deScribe and

document the traditional games of childrenwamong four groups of’pf B

’ ' o ..“ .,.
Edo s eaklng people in Mid- Western N1ger1a These were the Benln,K.\

[

the: extent to whlch the hypotheses generated from Allardt s game

typ010gy could be supported by the data. gathered through the fleld ‘

research in N1ger1a . . - "; ' ;

A rev1ew of some ethnographlc surveys coupled w1th thy

personal knowledge and experlence of the writer formed “the. basrs}

[\ 0

for the cultural materials about the people Itiwas noted that

P

-fthe'f°9r groups were not °n1Y hlstorically from:the same origin

4

homogeneousl “An investigation'into~three social CharactéristiCS-

as hav1ng causal 1mpact on game form W1th1n a g1ven soc1ety as

,perosed by Allardt revealed that among the people in questlon, j:“h”

lr-.

'constraints and a severe ch11d obedlence tra1n1ng Whlle these

"lsoc1et1es, as well as. the chlldren s games, are rap1d1y undergorng

—

j_changes, on the whole the conscrence collectlve 1s predom1nant

- and the key 1nst1tut10ns are the nuclear and xtended famlly, the.'

eak support was found for Allardt‘s f1rst and fourth

— . /

‘~hypotheses These stated that "the h1gher the d1v151on of labor, L

_aiv



~“and th1rd hypotheses These’ponjectured that "the stronger the

's]wer br fl examlned e 'e”u
- were brie Y ; ,~xﬂ~’J

- { 'f A maJor1ty of the seventy-frve games were of a group;

"jthe chleren

i51m11ar studles of other cultural groups in N1ger1a for comparatlve
?.:analy51s, and that such studles would help preserve the fast dylng

’-'1nd1genou§ games whlch could serve a w1der usé. ,[}

the more formalized the rules of the ‘games;" and "the lower the“f
. . . . » * .

“division’ of ‘labor and the stronger the social.constraints; the-more

;popular are team sports, and also the hrgher the d1v151on of laHor L

~and the weaker the constralnts, the more popular are team sports"

-

\‘(. -

respectlvely The flndlngs in the study did not support the second‘

i g
’ i
N

' i
,soc1a1 and polltrcal constralnts, the more 1mportant is phy51cal

,.4,

"'Sk111 and the less 1mportant technlcal sk111 ;! and "the more

<

respectlvely The strengths and weaknesses of Allardt's typ logy

! . //\

',;_nature rather than of an 1ndry1dua1 or. team type ThlS category

L ! '
seems to exempllfy ﬂhe communal type soc1et1es of the Edo~speak1ng

l

people A h1gh 1nc1dence of games\of physlcal strength was also

Ry o

/

«'fOUnd. In constrast, games 1nv01v1ng technlque were in the mlnérrty.

.1 BN LI

§ fThe great number of non aggre551ve games seems to 1nd1cate that ;.IJ

i

"aggreSSIOH 1s bqth a psychoblologlcal and "cultural" human tralt

i e N N

z‘]Generally, the 51mply structured game act1v1t1es of éas11y comprehended

' rules and unrestrlcted team or group membersh1p permltted max1mum fde”

!

'part1c1pat10n Thus games serve as medla of 1nforma1 1earn1ng for ;"f s

BRI
.“t\" .

g ) .*

,._o
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®

o
P

;,severe the obedlence tralnlng, the more - aggre551ve are the actlvrtles"\

Based on the f1nd1ngs, recommendat1ons were made suggestrng'-

P
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CHAPTER I

rd
e

INTRODUCTION
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

 With rare-éiception the peoples of most cultures which

have existed have had, as a cultural element games or organized play

¢

_ patterns Wthh were unique to them. These act1v1tles were shaped~or

structured by many factors 1nclud1ng the env1ronment (both phy51ca1,

N

. and soc1a1)rlh15tory, 1nteract10n with adJacent peoples and seasons
cture has, to a great extent, failed to draw the sharp Yol

The game st
eye of ethnOgraphers th anthropologlsts who have worked " d111gently . a
to capture cultural data about numerous groups and i:fa consequence

. a w1ndow whlch glves a unlque prespectlve relatlve to the soc1a112at10n
process o‘Pind1v1duals and the soc1al 1nteract1on among people 1s often
lost for given sects, soc1al units’ o§ cultural group$‘ Odum (1947) .
has also stated that SOClétle& can best be e;plarQEd through a careful
exanlnatlon of race, sex rellglon, ceremony, war, work, rural 11fe,

_ - ,
d1et play, etc. He concluded that "when we h e ascertalned the ;

relatlonshlﬁs between these elements and cultuge ._} ..we have gone;a

w

long way_towardsuunderstandlng.any early.societyﬂ»(. 47;130).i Murdocka
(1965). has ‘echoed ‘this same idea.
- 'A_nunber of researchersl”have prOVided,valuabieicontributions .

L s
R They are Callioas (1957) Salter (1967) Jones (1967),

Lansley (1969), Roberts and Sutton- Smlth (1962 and 1966) _Roberts,- Arth
and Bush (1959), Allardt (1970) ‘Roberts, ‘Sutton-Smith and Kozelka (1963), _
Roberts, Sutton-Smith-and. Kendon (1963) Glassford (1976) Luschen (1967), ,
and Riesman (1954) ‘ . -

v

v
T e p—d



~

\towards’a structured and meaningfu¥f classification of games and as well

. . s e s : 2 . N -
have prov1ded 51gn1f1cant insight into the role of games™ within the broad
' b
conflnes of a g1ven socio-cultural system.
A social structure is composed of patterned social relatlons

among individuals and groups,.lncludlng the recurrent conduct‘1n which -

these relations find expression gslau, 1967:283). The continuity of the

'hsocial structure like that of an.organic structure is-hotldestroyed by
chauges inuthe unitsr. Social institutipns; modes‘of behavior,“norms,
mores and folkmays cohstitute theimachiuery;by Whlch“a soCial structure;
a;network‘of social‘relat;%ns,.maintains its-existehceAand Ets‘contiﬁuity
.(kadcliffe—Brown, 1952;200). The d1V131on of 1abor can also- help in

social cohesion (Durkheim 1964'62) Thls is: true both in soc1et1es
t
;'w1th low d1v151on of labor based malnly on sex and also very developed

commun1t1es w1th hlgh spec1allzat10n The k1nsh1p system wh1ch 1s
: & .
the core of the 1hst1tutiona1_ complex-;n a~soc1ety, assures.every
member of the society an integrated position iq a network’of cohesive

soc1a1 relatlons and SOClO emot1ona1 support. Values and norms- shared
by members of a collect1v1ty constltute external constralnts w1th whlch

.each person must functlon or run the rlsk of cenSure.‘ Slm11ar1y, these
_ 7
‘trad1t10na1 values and . the1r external 1nst1tut1onal forms c0nst1tute '

+

'fa hlStOTlC framework to whlch the soc1a1 structure at any one t1me -

must adapt (Blau 1967)

- Games ‘and play patterns are a. 51gn1f1cant part of the "complex

i : M : '
4 . .‘.""s

. 2'I‘he concept of "Games" in the study groups is d1fferent ‘
from the modern Western one. In éach groupy\ there -is a blanket term, 4
. for’ example,'"Ikh1ren” in Owan,; hat 1ncorp es all forms of fi o
i children's play activities. . -~ - T

e o



whole" of society and may well serve-as important'indiCators of social.
. characterfstics;when societies ave juxtaposed'for purposes of.examinatlon .
and'explanation " In a cross- cultural study of games hy Roberts, Arth and_
Bush (1959), it was suggested that'the expre551ve‘and model characterlstlcs
of games ylelded spec1f1c kinds of relat1onsh1ps with" the ChlId rearrng
_pract1ces of a g1ven culture ~The conclus1ons drawn from thlS same study‘
 were that games of strategy appeared to be related to, mastery of the soc1al
.system, games of chance tended to be lrnked W1th mastery of the super-
.‘vnatural and games of physrcal sklll were p0551b1y assoc1ate w1th ‘the f"
mastery both of self and env1ronment : In'another stu;;; y Roberts and. -
'Sutton Sm1th (1962) it ‘was found that varlatlons in’ the dlstrlbutlon of
"games relate to the var1at10n 1n the ch11d tra1n1ng | |
| | Play theories propounded by Groos (1911) Hall (1904) Plaget
d(1951) Hu1zrnga (1955), to mentlon a few have also glven us 1n51ght |
‘1nto other functlons of play and- games | |

, _ :
Based on his work on sol1dar1ty and cohe51on and coupled w1th

theoretlcal concepts postulated by Durkhelm (1964) Radcliffe Brown (1952), -

Parson¥(1966), as well as the work of Roberts and Sutton Smrth (1962),/
Allardt (1966), a Flnnlsh so&rologlst dev1sed tﬁ: four follow1ng |

1A,'Pr°P051tlons whlch led to the typology or c1a551f1cat10n of games set 5

' /‘out in Flgure 1 It Was Allardt s contention that the greater the

‘ﬁi,dlvrs on of labor the more formal1zed would be the rules whlch govern
ey

P

, the p ay1ng of games Such forma11zat10n occurs where 1nter group
| .relat1 nshlps are carefully spec1fred in. order to av01d role confllcts

The second propos1t10n was that the stronger the socralxand
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d15c1p11ne at home, school etc g1ve rlse to aggre551ve tendenc1es

a of any form of aggre551on whlch 1s not daggerous to the socrety s]ould

:, have cathartlc effect dhd can be pérmltted " (Dollard John M11

and political constraints, the moré_important would be strength-and ‘

"physical skills and the_less‘impoitant would be technical skills and

skills of strategy in the playing of‘games. 'To‘an.extent'this ‘

-~

prop051t10n is tled d1rectly to the confllct enculturatlon hypothe51s

of Roberts and Sutton- Sm1th who noted that conf11cts, whlch result »

from soc1a1_1earn1ng 1n ch11dhood and‘adolescence
N _ .
. lead to. 1nvolvement in expre551Ve models, such
as games, through which these conflictd are assuaged
and as a result .of which a process of buffered.
learning occurs which hds enculturatiye value. for
~the. competencies required in culture (Sutton Sm1th
:,Roberts and Kozelka," 1963: 15). ‘

'These,researchers found evidenee,to ind;cate'that-where social con-

*

straints weré*severe'or where there was"a high‘level offconfliot :

»relatlve to self rellant behaV1or games -of phy51ca1 sk111 and tests

of strength tended to be more prevaant Zf.',w ﬁ_x ‘ f_ﬁﬁl"“ ~i=g,-
_ . - 5.

It was further proposed by Allardt that the more seVere r’

';was the child obedrence tra1n1ng, the more the games of that soc1ety
- would be typ1f1ed by aggressrve behaV1or patterns It has been suggested .

.that the lack of ach1evement and that repre551ve and authorltarlan

"Somet1mes aggre551on 15 sa1d to. be developmental ""The expressron .

e
er
i

' and Doob, 1939 183) o o ‘."-i B

The fourth propos1t10n was that the greater the solldar1ty

‘.and cohevaeness 1n a soc1ety, the mo@e popular would be team sports

' Sblrdar1ty and cohes1veness w1th1n SOCICfleS wh1ch have x:! hlgh diV1s1on



ot labor are obtalned when there are weak social constralnts ‘In y
) such‘soc1et1es as these, what really counts 15 the outcome of the -
exchange of the’ many d1551m11ar act1V1t1es and goods Some tolerance
;towards d1$51m11ar1ty in- such a 51tuat19n has to be deJ&loped

- The- typology and the propos1t1ons generated by Allardt s
'theoretlcal work have not been examlned through fleld re;earch and :
as a\consequence the value of the theory has not been determ1ned

Assum1ng the acceptance of the underlying theoretlca premlses,_-‘

1t 1s st1ll necessary to operat1onallze many of the varlables uSed

N O

by Allardt in constructlng the typology and the prop051t10ns before _

the model can be tested

The var1able labelled "d1V151on of labor" whlch 1s 1htegra1
-'to two of the prop051t10ns requlres con51derably more elaboratlon N
K than is glven by Allardt who states the the "d1v1510n of 1abor 15p ;

’deflned in terms of the number of 1tems for exchange the hlgher

.the number of 1tems for exchange the greater the d1v151on of labqr

._»F,(1966 171) Whlle thls varlable could concelvably be measured by m~f§ :
txfdetermlnlng the number of 1tems w1th1n the study group Whlch are. 2
"avallable for exchange,the task would be onerous 1n the extreme;:cM.;gi;“
v'.1f not lmpos51b1ef_ To put the concept of d1v151on 3} labor 1nto anothet :fnfykni

: 4

'fcontext, 1t can be V1ewed as the development of a d1v151on of tasks .1“1,,

r“

’:(whether among 1d61v1duals or among 1nst1tutlons) Whlch result

'_-w1th1n a- group or. soc1ety as’ a consequence of thelr struggle tO

'hhfsurv1ve In its 51mp1est form labor was d1vided among people on the |

r'.’ba51s of sex OVer t1me a speclallzatlon of labor roles evolyed and

CilNa




b

'intgeneral;‘the greater the'degreeiof task differentiation the . &

o .

greater the complex1ty of the system It seems eésential tovview
th1s var1able as be1ng on a contlnuum with very few, if- any, socretles
currently éxistent whose d1v1s1on of labor 1s based 51mp1y on: the -
d1V151on o;vtaeks between‘the sexes On the other extreme,,there p
are emerglng a greater number of groups W1th a complex or hlghly
dlfferenplated'leiSIOQ'Of labor. - ln the‘latter‘env1ronment:

:lrole eifferentietion;Contlnueeétodevelop eeemingly_ln'an erponentiel

manner,: = e S ..[f" S ;

E

For the purposes of analysis w1th1n th1s study,»an attempt R

is made to determlne merely Whether the d1v151on of labOr w1th1n

the V111ages of the Edo speaklng grou S more closely f1t the low
P

51de.of-the contlnuum-or the h1gher 51de . It is. con51dered that a )y

‘ 'soc1ety w1th a low d1v151on of labor oqcurs where a glven 1nd1V1dua1

‘ w1th1n a- group performs 51mllar tasks (a "lrkeness" of roles) to.,'”'

e

hlS mates where mutual a1d and helpfulness 1s a norm Conversely,.

-

1
the hlgher 51de of the contlnuum is: cons1dered to be typ1f1ed by

a complex set of labor roles In the latter case a. compllcated

“ structure of tasks is, the norm whereln the productlon of -even: 51mp1e

.-"

goods relles upon an 1ntr1cate 1nterweav1ng of d1fferent1ated roles.’;;:g'_v"

Lo RO
A

Some degree of subJect1v1ty 1s an obv1ous 11m1tat10n e
1n any attempt to determlne the place that a soc1a1 group should
occupy along th1s loosely def1ned contlnuum bounded by two polar

‘f»_i_-iAt._..'i}‘ie"fp‘re's'efn,t., no’other means of operationalizing Allardt's .. = -

I SRR

Lv



"high" and:"low" diviSion of labor‘eXists or is r d11y 1dent1f1able'

. ) . »-

TWo other 1ndependent varlables 1dent1f1ed by Allardt
r.andewhich he 11nked m1th,games of phy51ca1 strength and_technlcal '
Askill were the cogﬁtraints to which a: group of peopie mereisubjected
.‘of a‘social and politicalinature.4 The-concept”of constraint embodres
vthe ideas_of controi,icompulsion and,regulation4either‘sé1f%imposed'.

El

-or. externally 1mposed

The need for "social control or COnstralnt" reflects the”

\, .

need for standard1zed response patterns w1th1n a group to v1olat10ns §
» of the group s norms 1n order to protect the 1ntegr1ty of the system';

The most 1nconsp1cuous form of soc1a1 constra1nt is- self control RO
el e

: exerted by 1nd1v1dua1 members as a consequence of thelr ab111ty to -

7 ’

;ﬁ‘\lmaglne the negatlve reactlons of other members or becauSe of thelr

con501ent10us censorshlp More consplcuous forms of 5oc1a1 constralnt*

: v
are suéﬁ soc1a1 mechanlsms as class or age group structures each

L

c w1th the1r own regulat1ve norms, or hlerarchlcal structure.- ;'hf’g=)1{ g_fj:

<

DeV1at10n fr?m or V1olatlon of thesé norms re;ults 1n the appllcatlon _~i~5‘*f“'

of negatlve sanctions agalnst the non conformlst by q&her members
B ﬁ; of the group In some Soc1et1es these sanctlons are r1g1d1y applled

and such groups are sa1d to have strong soc1al constraxhts whereas rn

0

5 ﬁ other soc1et1es, V1olat10ns of norms may result 1n an amblvalent

response by group members and hence soc1a1 constra1nts are sald to

be weak i 7 (R SR /

Pol1t1ca1 1nst1tutrons are spec1allzed unlts that affect

the soc1al structure as ‘a wholg They contaln rather formag




+

-‘prov151ons for allocatlng the power resources and fac111t1es of a
ﬂsoc1ety among the varlous subgroups wh1ch comprlse the "whole "

.. . : ey . . Lo

‘QbVlOUSly the various subgroups w1th1n the\gaven socrety are. concerned

with'the'manner in'Which SUchIresourtes are distributed - becisidns’
[ >

ﬁpade by those 1n control of the state must necessarlly bear unequally

,-.

on groups and 1nd1V1duals As a. consequence, there must be some

mechanlsms whrch lead 1nd1v1duals to: accept the pndg~iety bf the

‘

dec151on maklng process -< mechan1sms whlch w111 make them obey

'.or carry out deélslons whrch they do not llke Conversély and

‘51nce d1sagreement abou?‘the p011c1es establlshed by the membersny_
.ﬂof the polltlcal group 1n control frequently occur pol1t1es must }'
."rformulate mechan1sms through wh1ch concerned groups ‘can marlmlre.}
.the1r ab111ty to brlng pressure on the dec151on maklng strueture.

. The degree of control or’ constralnlng of members of a’ L
soc1ety by the p011t1ca1 structure varres from soc1ety to SOC1ety

'In,sOme cases the controls are r1g1d and v1olat10n of dec151ons

'*made or oppos1t10n to p011C1eS structured can, and often do, v

"x,aresult 1n the levylng of severe negatlve sanctlons. Legrtlmacy

o ;;1n these cases 15 frequently, but not always,‘achreved through

ffﬁ}_»l/ductatorshlps" (1970 27) Conversely, other'pol1ttca1 1nst1tut10ns

Ytrad1t10n Allardt stated that "Socaal and polltlcal constralnts ;’_ 7V'i ,d

V-are assumed to‘be partlcularly str “in, a) small tr1ba1 soc1et1es,_§7"’.
IR i .

: b) soc1et1es w1th r1g1d class structure, and c) modern p011t1cal fﬁf~i;_f3}ffk

-are: characterlzed by weaker controls or constralnts. Notable among

W -y' thesesls the democrat1c system Whlch 1nvolves the hlgheSt degree _Q’ ,f?f};v

N "'. PR

e




'constralnts and\what are strong soc1al constralnts?-

.

of‘accesstto the decisioh-making_structure'by various groups and
1nd1v1duals in the pollty '

.

-~

The questlon of how.to determlne the place that a soc1a1

.group occuples along the contlnuum of strong to weak SOClal and

+

polltlcal constralnts-rs drffrcult'ln the extreme.‘-In the‘flrst ‘

instance, one isfhard pressed to @ustify the pooling of the, two

separate concepts soc1a1 constralnts and p011t1ca1 constralnts.

Soc1et1es whlch .are typ1f1ed by strong soc1a1 congrorimechanlsms

,are not necessarlly those wh1ch are alsa typlfled as, haV1ng strong

pOlltlcal controls as an 1ntegral part of thelr pollty As an f

example, Ben1n approaches be1ng a central1zed state w1th r&ther

jstrong polltlcal and soc1al constralnts whereas Owan nears K

»condltlon of dlffused and decentrallzed governmeﬁt and therefore R

,rather weak polltlcal constralnts yet the1r soc1a1 controls are

f“.well establlshed and strong

3

.‘t

'7'recognlzed (1970 27) Operatlonally def1n1ng the 1ndependent

rvarlables is d1ff1cult What, precisely, are strong polltlcal

/

”For purposes

aof thls @tudy strong p011t1ca1 constralnts are vleﬂed as occurrlng

Y

i

?:where legltimacy of pol1t1ca1 actlon 1s galned €h¥oygh tradltlon,"'

% A_k‘

v*7*where severe penaltles are 1ev1ed agalnst thoseamemberSeo soclety

.,‘_"\¢_“ . -'»'-‘?,.

Zf.who attack or V1olate the polxty Strong soc1a1 cog!trarnts occur

S

'where a soc1ety rs typlfled by a r1g1d class strUcture (a heredltary

‘ 'v_caste system), strpng taboos, tradltlonal customs and r1tes

.‘a- DL e

The secOnd maJor dlffltulty 1s one that Allardt hlmself



s . : L :

As. is the case with-the ”divislon‘of-labor” variable

. . . . A A N ’ i ) v oL
 it'is difficult;to determine with-any'precision the degree of

‘ strength in. the sqglall/nd p011t1ca1 constra1nts Generaliiatiéns

'of the broadest types must’ suff1ce ~_' .

The f1na1 1ndependent varlable set out. by Allardt 1s;' 2

o
o™ e

that. Wthh relates to tng degree of severltyuof Chlld tra1n1ng
;.practlces~ The ch11d at b1rth 1s largely helpless, he is. dependent
‘upon adults for his- surv1val and: for tralnlng., Moreover, the _1 |
‘process by Wthh adults traln h1m s not left to the1r ungu1ded
l1ngenu1ty On the contrary, ways of traln1ng ch11dren are- part
‘-of the culture of every soc1ety, and the task 1s performed by
;:deflnlte 1nd1v1duals The fam11y, 1n partlcular, 1s organlzed
--to carry out thls tash Wlthout enter1ng 1nto a lengthy dlscuss1on
Von the process of soc1a11zat10n and the systems of reward and K
.‘rppunlshment, suffrce it to say that those respon51ble for the f“
Lrearrng of the chlldren use thlS techn1que 1n vary1ng degreeslﬁ)i§~75 '
: Among the Commanche Ind1ans of the western Unlted States and the f.ﬁ;

_.‘

f._Esklmo of the c1rcumpolar reg1on, ch1ld rear1ng practlces were non-
;severe there was a h1gh dependence upon reward and an avoxdance

‘of punlshment.‘ No doubt the av01dnnce of punrshment 1n the soc1a11zat10n

‘ ’ﬁ[process of the. ch11d was functlonal among these groups for the

..,.

,7cond1tlon of 11fe was so exactrng that the abrllty to act autonomously, L

"7“sw1ftly, and courageously was a v1rtua1 necess1ty-for surv1vdﬂ : ;{;x;“,j

Nevertheless, there are good reasons for not avo1d1ng the
”‘_,use of punlshment altogether. Some acts are dangerous, and 1t 1s

'r.



’-’punlshments and reprlmands related to bowel tra1n1ng, feedlng,

not always possible to provide an.environement in'which the child
will not be able’to hurt‘himSelf.V-Hence the'use of controlled

" punishment can be used to develop an avoidance response. Further,
.‘: . . . D . ) ¢ . ‘ - 4. ‘ .l -
it is desirable to make a child sensitive‘to disapproval early,
»
so- that 1n later 11fe he can be. gulded in hlS responses by h1nts

':,. . .

‘. YA

of dlsapproval from others

The quest1on of operat10na11zlng the varlable of the ‘:

T

degree of severlty of ch11d rearlng practlces must necessarlly

».§ff0cus upon “the’ system of reward and pun1shment w1th1n a sqglety

f\relat1ve to bowel tralnlng, feedlng pract1ces, respect for adults

A 4L R

' and others, and respons% to soc1eta1 taboos.: Where corporal punrshment :

RN ~
4-A1s frequently applled ‘to chrldren who dev1ate from\the expected
responses the ch1ld rear1ng|pract1ces.are-vlewed as. severe._Jth.df
"the contrary, in those SOCletleS where such behaV1ors are not‘
punlshed and where pos1t1ve acts only are rewarded the chlld-..e"

rearxng practlces are cons1dered as non severe.; There 1s hardly

..any soc1ety where some elements of both systems of chlld-rearlng

C‘

o practlces do not Operate It 1s also true that pract1ces that may

.Q,.

"-”be con51dered severe by members of one soc1ety may not be so V1ewed
. o g

'fé’by others._ But for the purpose of thlS study, the frequent corporal ;clikcz":':

/
“~

RN

| ‘respect for elders etc whlch are prevalent in these four cultural

;ngroups w111 be caes1dered as severe ch11d-rear1ng practlces.,'§,77

Below are stated w1thout any amendments the four hypotheses

postulated by Allardt for further 1nvest1gat1on/con51derat1on

S



",the soc1al constralnts the more popular are team sports and "

‘”’-rgftradltlonal games of these people are rap1dly dlsappearlng as a

'"tzvfrecorded ?%t is of vrgal 1mportance that the descr1pt1on be set

13

-

& ... .- HYPOTHESES A "

/' The following hypotheses'bylAllardt:were based on the o
'above'variables » - AR | o .

‘, L

@ The hlgher the d1V151on of labor the more formallzed

- . the rules of the phy51cal act1v1t1es oY games of a g1ven cultural Av» ',__ ;

. group." | ; S ! .f : 'f o 't gg' .

'__. (2) .lhe stronger the social and p011t1cal constralnts, "

the more/;uporteht s, phy51cal strength and the 1ess 1mportant |

‘technibalﬂskill?in the game-structure..A B
..:(3) i%he'mbre?serere'the Obedie;ee'trainihg,'the more

. fégg?¢5$iVe;are’the aétivities - : | ? |

‘i-;éﬁ)f The lower the d1V151on of labor and the stronger

R

. also the hlgher the d1v151on of labor and the weaker the constralnts,

‘_the more popular are team sports

},PukposﬁfOEfTHEfsrupy:pf{?"

The purpose of thrs study 15 to collect descr1be and
?‘analyze the organ12at1onal patterns of the games of chlldren among

-;,four groups of Edo speak1ng people 1n M1d Western N1ger1a The

.4‘1

PR :
R y -

ff51gn1f1cant part of the1r da11y reg1men. e

”As th1s is’ the first t1me that these games are to be f L




*/
. 14

ro . |
down in great: detall It is also important to obtain photographs

.and sketches’ to accompany these descrlptlons wherevef p0551blo
N - A
.The second purpose is to attempt to: determlne the extent

- to which Allardt s hypotheses can bd!supported in an-lnvestlgatlon
r

of the trad1t10nal games of chlldren among the four groups ‘These
- four érOups~are Benin (wh1ch includes Asaba), Ishan, Owan and Urhobo;
and are selected because they may contrast cdlturally w1th one
another in a 51gn1flcant manpner. In point of fact they are qu1te
' i,slmilar in manydaspeCts. Allardt s hypotheses may be seen as

“1mply1ng a causal relat10nsh1p between games and soc1a1 factors

h‘It 1s?1mportant to make it clear that in the §4eseht study no'
.lsuggestlon'of a causal'relatronshlp is 1ntended. :These’factorst d.lﬁ . .
‘f such as - the d1v151on of. labor, soc1a1 and p011t1ca1 constralntsh;, |
‘ and chlld rear1ng practlces are sxgnlflcant hut others not con51dered

by Allardt could also be.. as 1mportant or. more 1mportant An attempt :;

is made to. assess the quest1on of whether or not a s1mp1e relat10nsh1p ‘5'
5ex1sts among these factors suggested by Allardt and the éame pref- e'l

-'erences of the people The 1ntent 1s to understand better the

3

~overall culture of the Edo speaklng peoples .f'[j,iifiﬁd~5;;”e:-‘ B

' l JusTiFiCATION': Tl T TR SR SV
s In Afrlca, a a whole,_and 1n ngerla 1n part1cu1ar,:‘
'l'.phy51ca1 educatlon as 4 forma1<gcadem1c d1sc1p11ne is relatlvely :
l'young Ev1dence of th1s can be sgen 1n the dearth of llterature?’j‘d__“,
: G e
Wand research studles on th1s subJect 1n Afr1ca If phy51cal 2
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educatlon is to project into the future, a study based on the

1nte111gent 1nterpretat10n of the trad1t1onal games is, con51dered

)
a worthwhlle endeavour. ‘

The physical edycation curriculum in Nigeria and sporting
activities in~all educational institutions"reflect little or. °

. none of the cultural her1tage of the forefathers It is be11eved
N _
that flndlngs in th1s study can be used to 1mprOVe thlS 51tuatlon

il

. and also complement lectures in phys1cal educatlon 1n institutipns

of hlgher learnlng whloh tend to be biased toward a western cultpral .

ethic.. ' . . } ’
If sport and games are hlghly symptomatlc in the sense :
/ : .
that they are culture prone beyaV1ors, soc1olog1ca1 studles of games

B

in culture can_ be "of great 1nterest to those 1nvolved 1n sport o A%4

as well as those not 1nterested 1n sport ‘and athletlcs per se

: R
It 1is tTue that the kind of 1nformat10n requlred for an analy51s

‘of games in culture determ1nes the method of. approach of the researcher.v
AIn order to determ1ne the structure of the system of - games themselves

and the1r 1nterrelat1onsh1ps w1th the socio- culturalcsystem at

R

large and its sub systems, such. studles as the one proposed are

.essent1alistart1ng points;: It 1s 1mp0551b1e to overlook the fact

»
o

that sport and games in one . culture ‘Ma

ave d1fferent meanlngs L

[

} or functlons in another (Glnl, 1939;.85t299) !;_ /;~ "

SR There has been a 11m1ted number of studles conducted in

ot

the fleld of phy51cal educatlon wh1ch focus upon the play and game,

patterns-of non-llterate peoples; Studles such as those of Stumpf



.and Cozcns (1947), Dunlap (1951), balter (1067), Jones (1967)
Lansley-(1969) and Glassford (1970);arc just a few. Sadly enough
there isjnone'on Africe. 'Thisistugy is consideredito,be a con-
tribution'toward the maintenance of Africa's.heritage:of sport.

- DELIMITATIONS

Thf follow1ng dellﬁltatlehs ﬁmply to this study

’ A(' The geograph1ca1 locatlon is the cultural area as
class1f1ed in the Human Relatlons Area F11es as the Edo speak1ng
peoples The selected cultural areas are Benin (thlsilncludes ‘
Asaba), Ishan,' Owan ‘and yrhobob (see Appendlx AJ | |
| >~:B.~ Although cultural dance mu51c, songs, drama legend'
.and many phy51ca1 pastlmes are very 1mportant 1n the 11ves of the
: people, each-ls a separete study. They w111 only be dlscussed
briefly.e;' ‘ |

S

"_C. Th1s study is on chlldren s trad1t10nal games

.f,b.“ ance the 1ntru51on of the Europeans and other peoplesf

>

from the Western World 1nto the. area under cons1derat1on some

)

_ aspects of the tr1ba1 cultures have,_ln varylng degrees, been

:subJected to acculturatlon and have undergone a process of decul—‘

'V1iturat10n The d1ff1cu1ty of determlnlng 1nd1genous patterns of '

X behav1or, beliefs, etc is apparent Where the or1g1n of a game 1s
: : * s ‘ ST .
, unknown .or undetermlned 1t 1s/hoted

‘:L'LIMITATIONS; R

~ ~The following-eretsone Of'the'fectors;thet-lihit.the‘Studyé'5;'"A

16



. commupication.

. ) . ~ . :
A. Very little, if any, wr{ting has been done on the .

tOplC of trad1t10na1 games of the people. 'There were,Vtherefore,

“very limited ethnOgraphlcal reports ava11able for data verlflcatlon

“

B.' Although the common- language is thg "plgeon Engl1sh "o

o ¢
. this was not spoken by the ma30r1ty of the 1111terate 1ndlﬁrduals /

> ) LN

jThe researcher spoke a few out of the many tr1ba1 languages

: Assistance of interpreters was needed on a few occasions to improve

| ’ C ) . . . e
‘\.‘ . . . . ) ., . <~

DEFINITION OF TERMS .

: ocietx An organlzed aggregate of human belngs 11v1ng

as anfzntlty and sharlng a self~5uff1c1ent system Iactlon wh1ch

] is capable of exlstlng longer than the 11fe span of an 1nd1v1dua1

Soc1a11zat10n. The process whereby a per50n acqu1res

sen51t1v1ty to soc1al st1mu11 and learns to get along w1th and

- behave llke others 1n hlS group or culture

17 -

.

Culture ' That complex,whole Wthh 1ncludes knowledge, ';/Ip‘f !

bellefs art morals, law, custom, and any other capabrlltxes and :

i‘hablts acqulred by man as a member of soc1ety (Tylor, 1871 1)

Culture area A geograph1ca1 reglon, occup1ed'by a

-number of peoples, 1n whlch a character1st1c culture pattern 1s

. recognlzable through the repeated assoc1at10n of spec1f1c tralts,

‘i_and through kS mode or. modes of subsrstence related to the partlcular

-;env1ronment (Ehrlch and Henderson, 1968 563)

1 ¢Rural area A geograph1ca1 locatlon 1nhab1ted by people

o '_-1,1:y; : ,m-'.-,L_v



by
) oy . . . ’ ) » . - ‘

living a predominantly -traditional life style. The major focus
of the economic System is upon'agriculture- hunting‘or-gathering.

L1ngu1st1c famllxr A number of 1nd1v1dual languages

grouped together accordlng to a genetlc relatlonshlp
Rellglon. A un1f1ed system of bellefs and practlces that

_formallses the conceptlon of the relatlon between -man and hls_"

i3
»

,env1ronment Re11g1on embod1es the 1dea -of supernatural agenc1es N
j'exlstlng beyond the observable unlverse, that are belreved to,‘

1nf1uence dlrect or - c0ntrol the course of nature and human llfe.

18

R1tua1 The establlshed form for a ceremony or. any formal L

,and customarlly repeated act or- serles of acts.‘

D1v151on of labor.i Allocatron of1tasks customarlly

. endorsed 1n a glven soc1ety The greater the degree of task
\d1fferent1at10n the greater the complex1ty of the system and
the number of 1tems for exchange, hence the hlgher the d1v1s£bn;:t'

:of labor _fﬁ, ft“A_‘ ”\:

Obedlence tralnlngf The dependence of ch11d tralnlnggf:.{'ﬁ*

practlces updn the ma1ntenance systems of a soclety It 1s the S

1n1t1a1 1ndulgence or. non 1ndulgence and subsequent severe or

L

B _non sever 50c1allzat10n process of t e ch11d Such factors L

~mode of expressron t011et traln1ng,,dependence, sexual and/or

"faggre551ve behav1ors are of great 1mportance.,f:.ft'-

SOC1al constrarnts._ Ex1st1ng soc1al norms wh1ch are

’ ,;Zspeclflc and related to strong sanctlons and are applled w1th

’»great consrstency.v'



/f\

¥ Pol1t1ca1 constra1nts | Mechanisms formulated by the

‘ pol1t1es (government body) thCh lead 1nd1V1duals to obey or carry .
p'out the estab11shed policies whether or not they 11ke them:

.Aggre551on. A form of psychoblologlc energy e1ther :
'1nnate oriarlslng in response to or 1nten51f1ed by frustratlon,
wh1ch _may be manlfested by (1 overt destructlon flght, 1nf11ct10n
of pain, etc. s (2) covert hostlle attltudes. (Webster s Thlrd

‘New Internat10nal chtlonary of the Engllsh Language ) It 15

also culture prone

19

Pl y . A voluntary and distmct actgty”carried 'out' within-". ;

‘arb1trary boundarles in space and tlme, separate from dally roles,

concerns,‘and 1nf1uences and have o ser1ousness, purpose, meanlng .7'

or goals for the actor beyond those emerglng with1n the boundarles

~_and context of the play act 1tse1f (Edwards, 1973 49)

Phys1ca1 act1v1t1es Act1v1t1es wh1ch 1nVOIVe gross ,A

'<human movement and/or 1nc1ude, as a maJor component the executlon “f MRS

H',.of phys1ca1 sk111 A competltlve element may or may not be present

S : -
= Game An exerc1se of voluntary control systems 1n whlch

.there 1s an opp051t10n between forcbs conflned by a procedure

’:?and rules 1n order to produce a d15equ111br1a1 outcome (Avadon and

z Sutton Sm1th 1971 7) In some cultures such as those under study

! there 1s a blanket term, such as "Ikhlren" 1n Owan, that 1ncorporates

e

:,,all chlldren play actlvitles rfvf,,fﬁe”ﬁﬂ':‘_ ”l,}f('ifl];f‘sg
Games w1th formallzed rules Games that are formally

‘structured and organlzed w1th1n the context of t1me, score and

.l‘f
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| o
N O L“ . N
" . space conStraints w1th speC1f1ed number of - players, and exp11c1t R
B R

rules of behavlor wh1ch deménd sanctlons when v1olated

Games wlth non- formallzed rules Games that are structured :

.and organ1zed WIth no flxed tlme score space and number of players,gi:m
:j’1n wh1ch the rules may or may not. be changed w1thout r1g1d sanctlons |

. Team g e' Any game in wh1ch two or more players compete S
iagalnst two'-or more opp051ng players S0 that the outcome of the B

game will depend on: 301nt or collectlve efforts of the players,_”"*s~g VR

o and 1n wh1ch Fhere is more than a 51ngle w1nner

roup g es Any game in. whlch one or more players s

"acompete aga1nst opp051ng players so that the outcome of the game

’W1ll depend on- 1nd1V1dual efforts of the players

Ind1v1dual game Any game 1n wh1ch one pé%son competes

aga1nst another, a group or agalnst establlshed norms or ObJeCthES
.conta1ned w1th1n the structure bf the game or agalnst nature 'In,l”f

"»:gsuch a game there is: only one w1nner or loser o

.Games of chance.g Act1V1t1es in whlch the outcome 1s j hfﬂ-;
',*-p':, idetermlned by guesses and/or uncontrolled artlfacts (Roberts and
"“.VSutton Smlth 1962 166~185) | .[

‘ - Games of strategy_ Act1v1t1es -in whlch the outcome 1s

determlndd by a ratlonal ch01ce of the p0551b1e courses of actlon

Games of phys1cal strength Game actmvitles 1n whlch

SRR e 5 fg',-f* N
_.the 1nnate phy51cal strength of the partlclpant 1s tested Skrll; Ll

(, Lo )

thnls of secondary 1mportance g }g;_pjg

Games of techn1ca1 sk111 Game act1V1t1es 1n whlch the
'.w-gjftgioutcome resldes heaV11y on the technlque, f1ne motor control,
' manual dexterlty and knowledge of the game "_:}Qi;~ﬁﬁfvi;f>j?ff}";fffgfff;ff;
3 . . . R Fbﬂ 3 " L K :‘ - . i . . '. ., ’v" e
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CHAPTER II '
; | fTHE“FIELDfwoRx'Exhsklence.ﬁ-
I SO . (.

- It has been sa1d that "f1eld research is’ a challenglng

sc1ent1f1c undertaklng, .an adventure of both the m1nd and the sp1r1t

[ 1

n It is also a memorable human experlence ;';"" (Casagrande 1960 x11) hd-
‘The problems of be1ng the "flrst" makes th1s experlence an 1mportant o

;v,and rewardlng ome, - ..o Tt Q?ﬁ% SR

-

- :4»usmovoi,ocya i

R A f1ve month perlod was 1nt1ally planned for the f1e1d work dhi'

ffhowever 51x months were spent collectlng data The perlod October to:b w

_'«n.March was chosen,‘flrstly, because 1t was the dry season wh1ch made ?v,

' 1»trave111ng frOm place to place ea51er,;and secondly, 1t was a peraod of

Tt

':Q_'harvest1ng for the farmers - a time of fest1v1t1es Preparatory to the T_ﬁf'f

"‘~”ngen1n (thCh 1nc1udes the Asaba), Ishan, Owan and Urhobo 1n the cultural '?*

”f'area c1a551f1ed as "Edo" 1n the Human Relatlons Area F11es (Murdock

; ;f1e1d work a few prellmlnary dec151ons had to be made. The flrst was to o

. f_select the ethnlc groups to be studled These were restrlcted to the :'

m:;

uf“1972 48) See map in Appendix A In Bradbury s (1957) eth“°8raPh1° S“INQY

: eof West Afrrca the Ben1n kmngdom and the Edo speaklng peoples Were ?}ff.re)?”

: rf,’class1£1ed 1nto four ma1n ethn1c groups.. The four ethnlc groups selected

frepresent thls c1a551f1cation. The second dec1sron was tQ prepare a (_v;*]'{

.-hjbudget for the entlre f1e1d work Thls uas done and seqt along w1th;




1

S a copy of a letter explalnlng the purpose of the study to the M1d West
State Government Clrcular letters dn the pIOJ;Lt were also sent to
both the State Mlnlstrles of Informatlon, the Local Government and
Chieftalncy Affalrs, and the Pr1nc1pals of ‘the n1ne Teacher Tralnlng

) Colleges 1n the State (see Appendlx ). The'travel to N1ger1a waS\.t'
. arranged for September 9, 1974 .;d d ‘;" jf-.‘? o rd“

' Although the researcher was born and ralsed at Ora 1n Owan

- D1v151on, and had taught 1n several schools and colleges 1n the State,

- it was necessary to pay short reconnalssance v151ts upon arrlval to

N1ger1a to_some. parts of Urhobo,_Ishan and Ben1n whlch were unfam111ar

Journeys w1th1n the research area were made ma1n1y by publxc L

'nr."

'transport On few occa51ons the researcher-had free r1des from fr1ends

o :and 3150 in SChool vans Contacts w1th the people were made through

’:E'games of the target area ThlS survey proved al

oy e

:_the schools and colIeges Courtesy v151ts were pald to some v111age
,”,heads and to counc11 offrces ‘in compan<‘of some members of staff
%mﬂwthh%@of&Mﬂs ;ﬁgggX¢:“A S '

~3L‘Q. Preparatory to the organ1zat19n of the study, an examlnatlon

"iof ava1lab1e 11terature was carrled out to amassldescr1ptlons of the g’]7 S

ost fru1t1ess.A The

-

= ;fonlycavallable materlal uncovered on the games of the Edo speaklng

?'lgpeoples was a Small booklet‘entltled Ben1n Games and Sports (1951)

'“"ﬁ;fwrltten by the noted Benln h1storlan and fbrmer curator of the Benln '

& T

tl‘Museum (the Obakhavbaye of Ben1n) Ch1ef Jacob U Egharevba.«ﬂﬂ o

Data as. to the types of games wh1ch were preferred were
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Ny

""frewarded. The latter techn1que appears to span cultures and centur1es S

o 'reference or dlscu551on

23

noted and, in add1t10n, 1nformat10n as. to where or from whom the games
. . \ -

had been learned when and why 1t was played ThlS was a d1ff1curt task
‘and the mater1al gathered is 1nc0mp1ete When exam1n1ng game patterns,
-1t ig easy to overlook the fact - that a person s attltude to a: g1ven game,

, and for that matter hlS way of playlng 1t, 1s 1n a state of flux durlng

the ChlldhOOd years due to the process of maturatlon - For thlS reasgn' o
L I
A' ) .

‘spec1al attentlon was glven to notlng the age of players of dlfferent

_ fogames.‘ Slmllarly, the 5ex. role was carefully scrutlnlzed

An often reveallng d1mens1on of games is the persrstence of -

' 7}‘certaln r1tuals or. hab1tua1 practlces whlch apparently have no central

.i

f51gn1f1cance.: For example many of the games of the Edo speaklng groups .

h_studled contaln w1th1n them the conventlon that the player who performs -ffh;f
';poorest dur1ng the game be meted out some form of punlshment._ Thls 1s

: j1n oppos1t10n to the convent1on that the player who performs best be _"./7

g S
S

'hand 1t 1s d1ff1cu1t to assess the underlylng ratlonale as to why so

- many Of the games dealt w1th 1n th1s study conta1n a prov1slon for _11“*"'

i

“the pun1shment of the losers Slmllarly, the rltual of conflrmatlon that L

A ..'.l

“h;ja player has been-baught by a power "It" prevalls 1n many cultures Asg.f‘iiﬁ

W

B 'a consequence, these features and others were carefully noted for future

Due to the.fact that four separate groups formed the baSIS of the ;5

”ifstudy, 1t was necessary to note and document var1at10ns of the games both

3~f'§W1th1n an area and among the areas.; The level of forma11ty or rule structure .

‘;fﬁwas examrnedfas well as the leVel of popular1ty when thls could be determlned

As most of the games were played behlnd houses, 1n the streets"”

-
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"of.these facilities' There were group, team, but hardly any 1nd1v1dual
\ ‘ games. A majorlty of the &ames wero of phys cal strength and a few

otherg were of sklll, endurance and chance."

' It was also de51rable to collect data on the varlables set
out in the hypothesesto be tested the d1v131on'of labor, the ch11d
-'rearlng practlces and the strength of soc1al cons ralnts The dependent
: varlable was the relatllve pctl\)ularlzy of the ad1t10na1 games ’I‘h_e :
hgames collected were catalégued and some p1ctures accompany the'
descr1pt1ons For a. most practlcable approach th research was gu1ded
. by the four pr1nc1p1es for £1eld work (Edgerton and{Langness, ’:1£$p_ -.f
(1) That man ls unlouely sulted to. under:tand}h1s fellow man :“
and- the meanlng of 11£e in any other culture ‘The fpartlclpant =
.[tobserver" is one of the bestﬂways to do thls.‘f..ﬂ : S
Apart from the researcher s past ch11dhood1ekperience,[heﬁ}}

- also took part 1n some of the games studled

(2) That culture must be seen through the eyes of those who
511ve 1t 1n ddd1t1on to the eyes of the sc1ent1f1c ob erver One of

'the greatest of the anthropologlcal fleld workers, ronlslaw Mal1nowsk1, -f7*

“helped to set the task _j to gxasp the natlv"s po1nt of v1ew,::gh; ' ;

Sy

‘d[}hls relatlon to l1fe, to realrée hlS V151on of his'world" (1922 25):V;];ff-'

(3) There must be involvement to understand as well as :

: *,*1nte11ectua1 detachment to analyse the 1nsrder s v1ews.'

! . s ’ '. RN . f
(4) The pr1nc1p1e of hollsm d1ctates that culture~must be?tg}ﬂ'

L ?{fseen as a whole. Cultural behav1or must not be 1solated from the --f}ip:' o
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R
context»in.which they occur or to those4they are related,>
3‘:' Various methods were used‘for.the varlous asoects}of_the
study. | | R |

»Literary sourees. In add1t10n to Ch1ef Egharevba's booklet

’

;Benln Games and Sports which had been mentloned earlrer, a few other

‘.wrrters only made references to some trad1t10nal games wrthout g1V1ng
det3115>0f these games bNo record of these were kept 'i
On Chlld rearlng practlces, the study by Uka (1966) of the ~_:7
| Inst1tute of Educatron, Unlver51ty of Ibadan on "Chlld Development": ‘
'jby tralned 1nformants was. used for ver1f1cat10n Durlng the work 1n.:
vuthe f1eld the researcher had access to Health Eduoat1 students 1ni‘-;'
a postgraduate class _ Theseastudents were requested t:Twrlte short dy;u'
1papers on the chlld rearrng pract1ces in: the1r localltres These |

materlals were also used to verlfy the f1nd1ngs of thls study

Part1c1pant-- Observatlon As the researcher travelled throughtn1'

“ ‘the. v1llages and towns, chlldren and adults were seen play1ng games,.;‘
5wadanc1ng and part1c1pat1ng 1n‘bur1al ceremonles and other festlvals
‘?It should be noted that 1n these aspects of the people s way of 11fe,__»”

;‘» formal 1nv1tat10ns are not needed 1n order that one JOlns the group
A casual V151tor is welcomed and thlS hecame a method of galning»accessdhf*“'
‘75;: to 1nformants i:?dft??ﬁ'?{a' S o e
| i In most of the v111ages and towns, chlldren were at school
';:?( durrng the day and.were only at home to play‘most Qf the evenrngs and

durang moonllt nlghts.. Most of these towns andevxllages have no

L electrlc llghts, and W1th the bushes and forests around them, they

‘.\-. BT A
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are so dark that only the brlght moon11t nlghts offer opportunltles
for chlldren s games to be pursued after sunset. . o

'In thevschools the phy51cal educat1on programs con51sted
'ma1n1y of callsthenlcs and forelgn games such as Soccer, Volleyball
.Rounders, etc Durlng recess perlods or when the chlldren are on )
-thelr own, many. of them could be seen engaged in- some form of |
'i tradltlonal games such ‘as. they play at home 1n the evenrngs and
‘durlng’moonllt’evenlngs. In some schools, the researcher made spec1a1'
requests for- chrldren to demonstrate some of: the1r trad1t1onal games
) Trad1tlonal festzvals are celebrated at d1fferent tlmes
‘“‘w1th1n the year . throughout varlous parts of the State So, also,
.;are dances These festrvals mark harvest seasons, appeals to gods .
'ﬁ'for the purlflcatlon of the u;llage and towns, commemoratlon of ancrent :

-/ l'expedltxons and remlnlscences of tr1ba1 wars, or tr1bute to heroes

and.her01nes Some festlvals feature proce551onal danc1ng 1n.organ12ed

th masqueraﬁe parades In Benln C1ty, for example, the "Igue" o

;fs most 51gn1f1cantl ;n Urhon1gbe the "Olokun“, in Warrl the .H:f{7,a
:“{ .1n Ishan the "Igbabonehlmrn",.ln Owan the "Oduhomon" festlvals
vgthese are descrlbed elsewhere 1n thlS study As many of these ;50;;>
;rals are seasonaI» the researcher could seevbnly a few’durlng the |

,i work | Apart from the rellglous 51gn1f1cance of the fest1vals,

fralso prOV1de for communlty 11v1ng whlch 1s reflected in the .

n dance of group and tegm games ,
_ R

VlSltS were made to markets to observe varlous 1tems of

i']‘;ércnange., These provrded the opportunltles for systematlc observat1on




‘.iiprofe551ona1 experlence and pos1t10n 1n State made h1m ea511y

27

» of the way of :life of the people and to examlne the place of play and
hgames w1th1n the cultural pattern _ ‘ |

| Intervrews« It had been noted that in almost all of the e;f.\
places V151ted contact w1th ‘the people of the V111age or. town was. elther

g through the schools or the Teach & Colleges The followlng were the

‘main reasons for'this method_of ap , h* Flrst, a school or college

_.1s held in h1gh esteem 1n every v111age or town, due to the fact that :

/ people care a- great deal about the educatlon of the1r chrldren The

’ pr10r1t1es o{\soc1al amen1t1es of any v1llage Qr town are the schools,«
.A.the Health Centres, p1pe borne water and 11ght, rn that order As_a

‘consequence, whatever prOJect or enqu1ry that the people v1ew ‘as hav1ng

",!:

some benef1ts for the1r chrldren 1s very acceptable In thls way

h:the researcher was never m1staken for a p011t1ca1 agent or for a"tax D

h

'.assessment off1c1a1 The second reason was that the researcher s gn'”,”

"7acceptable in any educatlonal 1nst1tut10n Many of the teachers were
ex-puplls or ex colleagues 3
e

-

The 1nterv1ews were conducted personaﬂly and those w1th the

‘key 1nformants-were very 1nformal There were no structured questlonnalres o

: .{3us‘d “Sets ef top1cs were 1ntroduced durgng conversatrons and the
: o R

‘llnformants talked freely Short notes of 1mportant polnté\were noted
';and these were developed later Another method used was to ask_ e
L'.about a: top1c e1ther nertanent to the soc1a1 OTganlzatlon or to’rigifﬁ
A_?rthe ch11d rearlng pract1ces 1n many dlfferent ways untll 1t wasif;]i_r]‘77;

}certaln that one was not mlsunderstood Sometlmes a general quest1on 3fj_75




-

Sl ) : & e '
" was asked'and the informant was left to talk freely. Examples of Such

£ questlons were: - & o SR e

\

(l)FAWhy are market days observed as. rest1ng days for farmers?
(2)“What do men do on market days whenuwomen go»to-the'market? :
t3) .Apart from Wrestllng matches, what ‘other . games or sports |
were staged on an 1nter-quarter or v1llage ba51s?
(4) Whlch chlldrens' game was most popular when you‘were
young? ‘ . R e
| (5) WOman, what do you do when your chlld 15 beaten by :?fvv3'f;
»:your mate s child? ((A polygamous famlly) | | - B
| " It was beyond the scope of thls study tO\attempt to 1nterprete;t. a
' ’the many rlteS and tab005.that were connected w1th the ch11d rearlng .',f
:practrces , Attentlon was then focused on the relatlonshlps of the
“ch11d w1th other members of the famrly Some experlenced women students:4op
in the Teachqfs’ Colleges helped to 1nterv1ew some mothers on the""‘ g
abOVe ' In such polygamous soc1et1es as those which were be1ng stud1ed
..vthe 1nherent r1va1ry among mothers and 31b11ngs was consrdered pert1nent ‘f‘
:1ncthe study Some chlldren were alsoArnterv1ewed ‘on the spot to'talk
‘vabout the games they play Other people 1nterV1ewed 1ncluded Ch1efs,;ag;?;ff_
.and some elders in; towns and v1llages heads of schools men and women :fffu?z
’.‘imholdlng spec1al p051t10ns in the local communlty Examples of such |
people were craftsmen and women; prlests specralasts who perform
‘ic1rcumc151ons etc 5 and faculty members of the Department of African 1fff'°h
x;’uifand A51an Studles Un1ver51ty of Lagos.vtf»*‘hi;”ﬁ”' 2 “ly_“
Among some of the many problems encountered was the d1ff1culty

<>
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A

- of gaining'information as to the origin of the games, and the fact

that people were always more interested in:talking-aboat ritualsiand
taboos,which vary from one group to'another;than ahout‘games As‘-

was mentloned earller, 1t was not w1th1n the scoge'of this: study to
attempt to 1nterpret these aspects of the peoples way of life. 5 Ef o

spec1al words had to be used for mean1ngfu1 explanatlons, the researcher )

_had on some occa51ons, the a551stance of 1nterpreters On the whole,

the 1nterv1ews revealed many . areas for further studles in the trad1t10na1

games -and .1j fe. patterns of the peoples of Mid- Western ngerla, No

' ,attempt was made to quant1fy the responses for stat1st1ca1 analysls

Q_est1onna1res. In order to reach a large number of persons
. ,]V -
and ‘also-to’'be able to. gather moré}games, a questlonnalre was de51gned

33
(Appendlx B) Those who admlnlstered 1t were some prlmary school

- _teaehers and students 1n the Teacher Tra1n1ng Colleges All the Teacher"

' Tra1nrng Colleges and some ngh Schools 1n the State have boardlng

fac111t1es There are. compet1tive entrance examinations and students

'afare drawn from all parts of the State for these inst1tut10ns. .Ehchfd-“ija;t,-

Y

fcollege or school conducts 1ts own entmance examlnatloniwhlch 1s
dxopen to candldates wlthln and'out51de the State A Very small.per-.-
| -fcentage of candldates from out51de the State 1s acéepted The colleges

- and schools are State owned and are open to a11 ﬁatgﬁens of the State.u-;; @

~.Th1s s1tuat10n made the 1nformat10n about games from the students 1n

"l}thevTeachers Colleges most reward1ng as 1t permitted Verlficatlon..u,;, {“ﬂ;ftj

o

*It was p0551b1e to recelve 1nformat10n about some games from students e
ﬂ,1n dlfferent tolleges in, the State who were of the same ethnlc group L




© for the collectlon ‘of the forms and 1n some cases; for some practlcal

-

- Each student.was requested'to'describe a traditional children's game

in his or‘her place of origin _ Another advantage was that most of

¢

these students had taught in v1llage schools where they had observed ‘

. some af these games before gaining adm1551on 1nto these colleges

It was the pattern that in every Teachers College or school

the researcher would give a talk on the research pro;ect explaln g

sdetalls in the questlonnalre, entertaln questlons before glvrng out”

the questlonnalre to the 1nformants A subsequent v151t was arranged .

RV

demonstratlons of a few games The problems assoc1ated with this

.method were, f1rst that not a11 the students and téﬁchers returned

° .

“the’ questlonna1re although seventy percent.dld However, th1s was -

:]to be”expected Many of the 1nformants had d1ff1cu1ty 1n expre551ng_':

: .themselves whlle descrlblng the games. In thls respect, the best

30

*results were from the two hlgher 1nst1tut10ns. College of Educatlon,__j’

:Education, Afuze l"t was obv1ous that the 1deal method was to see

‘ 'Flrst,there‘were othef aspects of the study that needed attentlon

' S
Second the games and play-forms were so numerous that 1t was not

wffp0551ble to see every one played w1th1n the perlod of the research

"#§.‘{ Radxo Talks. It was not found necessary to present the

a}and the Press) but a br1ef mentlon of the study was sandw1ched 1nto

(Physrcal Educatlon Department) Abraka, and the 0011ege of Phy51ca1t,f’$"*'

"g:every game played But because of pressure of tlme this was not possxble.. -

h‘pro;ect to the people through the Infqrmation medla (rad1o, telev1sxon flj:;«_t7

L ,three cultural telev1sion programs 1n the State On the natlona1 ‘.Afzii'F:

- "?’L — . .b' )



.network of . the ngerlan Broadcastlng Corporat1on, there were 51x serles
of talks on "Edo Culture" durlng the research perlod by Mr EV1nma
v0g1e of the Department of Afrlcan and A51an Studles Unlver51ty of f
1Lagos .‘ : | | | |

Role Playlng Thls was found to be an 1nterest1ng way of

:_.studylng the people s way Of‘llfe The researcher took an . act1vev R
part in a bur1a1 ceremony of a dead Chief was a spec1a1 gUest 1n
‘:;a natrve marr1age 1n Efurun near Warrl where he \had to: break the ..‘ i
,tradltlonal kola1 nuts and led a delegatlon of<)oung men and women ;i
from Lagos to Ora in the M1d West State for a communlty development
_prOJect - qhe bu1ld1ng of a town\ li: Some Prlmary School chlldren
on one playgound at Benln requested the researcher to umplre ‘a Volleyeh;

ball match. The researcher also tpok part in many of the chlldren s

-games,

. ‘1"-

S ]Thrs 1s a very 1mportant symbolrc frult used 1n many aspects
’<of the soc1a1 and r1tua1 lrfe of the people Lt ls grown locally

v -



hv"d;f1fteenth and 51xteenth centurles durlng the reigns of the great

© . CHAPTER III
" OVERVIEW OF ‘THE MID-WESTERN.NIGERIA -
- HisTORchLﬁAND POLITiCAL—BACKéROUND o

‘%he M1d West State, as 1t 1sbtoday, 1s a part of the old

: Ben1n‘Emp1re The varlous ethn1c communltles of Owan, Etsako Ishan,'“-'
+  Akoko- Edo, Itsek1r1, Urhobo Isoko Asaba, Ika, Aboh and IJaw all "‘f'
o m1grated from Ben1n and had 2 common or1g1n there even though several
 .now speak dlfferent languages and d1a1ects Both Talbot and Murdock
'.have however, c1a551fred them 1nto four llngu1st1c stocks namely,eltT
_;Edo Yoruba, IJaw and the Ibo a11 of whom have been traced back to : d;.
: one - of the flve clusters of the Kwa sub famlly (Talbot l926:28;~_:??l
._.Murdock 1945 242 244) ']:};gi~_"}.jf;“g{:i fff_7:77u.f}iy§lla?“']_ fags”f»f
The Ben1n Klngdom eX1sted from about.the n1nth unt1l the | :
“”l'late e1ghteenth cehtury. The progen1tors of the Benln people were sa1d

tito have moved from Egypt.southwards through the Sudan 1n search of
| bf:fertile land unt11 they settled in an- area whlch the) called "Igodom1godo"Lflﬁ
A~7;(Egharevba 1968 1) The Empire of the f1rst per1od or dynasty was : N
lfb founded about 900 A. D and the rulers or. klngs were commonly known iff_f :”“’E

3 as VOgrso " The Benln Emplre emerged as a c1v11121ng force 1n the |

'bwarr1or-k1ngs such as Ewuare (1440 - 1472) Ozolua (1481 - 1503),;_;;;wjﬂ§}_ffﬁ‘

vf;551g1e (1504 - 1549) Orogbua (1550 "1578) and Eghengbuda (1578 . ?, ?];f;g;g;‘
. ) ' . : o U f_‘z . ; e
\ ,



-1606),'and under'their leadership“attained'the greatestdexpansion~durrng o
"those perlods (Egharevba 11968: 13 33) Its influence"extended”as?far'_
west as present Ghana and beyond the. r1Ver Nrger to the east._'ThefriSetA o

T T

and expan51on of the Emplre were marked by external trade w1th nelgh- ~'

- bor1ng States

- By the early 1500' the splendour of Benln attracted both.
Am1551onar1es and merchants to 1ts c1t1es and settlements A precursor ﬂllfdﬁ

‘,event occurred in’ 1493 wh1ch had wrde spread 1mp11cat10ns for many e
3.parts of-the world On that date a Papal Bull d1V1ded the undeveloped R
r:parts of the earth between Sparn and Portugal for the purpose of L
efpropagatlng Chrrstlanlty A substantral part of Afrlca was allotted :ifi:‘}
'hto Portugal 1nc1ud1ng the Benln Emp1re. The flrst Eur0pean Rey de A

Sequelza V151ted Benln 1n 1472 and was followed by Portuguese merdhants f

‘Aand other m1551onar1es by 1485 (Roqh 1968 4) | |

L lehe recessron and fall og the Benrn Emprre began when European

| h__rrva1r1es for-. the monopoly of slave trade on the West Coast of Afr1ca g

Fbecame reckless and b1tter Much -as thlS profrtable but cruel bu51nessi

b-'1'1mproved the economy and soc1a1 11fe of some of the pe0p1e, 1t 3150 ;.”gi~~--

& generated~1nterna1 ambltlons and strrfe The decay whrch was to lead ‘;;"7">

:,”f‘to the eventual dlslntegratlon of the Emprre had begun._ In 1897 the

) fiflnal blow to the Bmplre was struck when the Brltrsh 1anded*a;puni'1ve}ff[7ﬂ[:

.“force agarnst 1t follow1ng the hlstor1c/massacre of seven Engllshmen_{eé

anhese men had been warned that strangers were not allowed to wltness T_

'f';lthe "Igue" festlval (annlversary of the death of past "Oba“ (kings), :;f[f by

e

"f;;but they,had chosen to 1gnore the warnlng and Pald the consequences.,f“%ﬂd;jgf
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. It was tradltlonal that dur1ng this annual ceremony, the "Oba" (klng)

! . . N
must ‘not be seen by strangers (Egharevba, 1968: 49) - ;,j;.'

The upshot of the Brltlsh attack was, of great 51gn1f1cance ,t'
for, the pe0p1e of Benln In 1898 the relgnlng k1ng‘was captured
hand deported to’ Calabar As the "Oba" was 1eav1ng the c1ty he lamented

'Q,I appeal to the Almlghty and the Sp1r1ts of the v 1:@i‘fﬁjiﬂ-;"'"
’-rdeparted "Obas" of Benin, my . fathers, to Judge L
. between me and the Pinis who ill advised and
'cunn1ng1y sold me into 'the. hands of .the - BrltISh R
- troops in search of their own liberty and benef1t ‘ g;"’i'l‘?g_?;ﬁﬁ;
"'~ .Oh} Benin, Merciless and: chkedl Farewell R R LI
"f:Farewell (Egharevba 1968 59) L

S a

G

_He d1ed 1n ex11e 1n 1914 and Eweka II who succeeded hlS father was

B forced to subm1t to Br1tlsh rule.- In nger1a, a colonlal governmental

;'Fns_lfUnfortunately, however, each Reg1on had a pre5 mlnent trib”ri

nin"of the mlnorlty groups. The mlnorlty sentiments and the lack of econoni

“i.,‘fdevelopment 1n these areas gave rlse to drssatasfactxon wh1ch expressed

ﬂf'mechan1sm had remalned 1ntact unt11 October 1 1960 when ngerxa atta1ned
‘ _ ~1‘ Before the M1d West was establlshed at a State 1n 1963 N1ger1a fﬂ*&fﬂ
':::?had been dEV1ded 1nto three separate Regxons the North, East,vand West

illhln add1t10n to the Federal Terrltory of Lagos. The1r boundarles e

;iuere flxed 1n a. rather fortultous manner.. An apprec1ab1e degrée °f

| ';pol1t1ca1 homogenelty had grown w1th1n each of thefhover thef”ears.“[ 5L‘.

';a_'lnev1tably domlnated the polltlcal and‘culturauiaffalrs torthe discontent

y fh‘lgﬁelf in the demand for new States.: In the'M1d~ 7;€h;fdh'

" n The rzver nger and.lts maxn t "utary; r1Ver Benue,
‘jithe natural boundarres for the three Region of N1g
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.

pol1t1cal movements to thlS end were most actlve

P011t1ca1 ag1tat10n for a re de51gnat1on of States was flTSt _",

actlvated by Dr Nnamd1 A21k1we (former Pre51dent of the Republlc of

'ln:;ngerla) Az1k1we set the stage for much changes 1n a speech g1ven 1n

"€f1948 when, in oppos1t10n to the R1chard's Constltutlon (whlch 1nvested

\"-greater powers in the Regions) he advocated a Federatlon compris1ng -

o ,elght Reg1ons (one of Wthh was a Benzn—Delta Reglon) and a strong

t icentral government Follow1ng th1s declaratlon by Azlk1we the Benln i ;r(

{TCommunlty was organlzed to Jo1n 1n a concerted effort wh1ch would

e br1ng about the creatlon of a Benln Delta State The name soon changed '

”b;from "Ben1n Communlty" to "Benln Delta People s Party" to ﬁake 1t :”f“'.fgr’”

fﬂ*ﬂj{rmore embraclng (Sada, 1965 3)

‘ '-thtate Movement "’ Thls Ch

Tf

“f’}chegional Government“

S0 ‘broke away and- fo;me‘lthe"igerl
”'*;f;ln the_Western _

Durlng th1s per1od the Oba (k1ng) of Banxn,.nevertholéss, ,7?3 ;f]1fgf

i retalned the leadershlp Of“theiparty whlle B nin continued' o serveiiiq"'“““’:‘“

ft Thf Nationa :Counc1 ‘of Nigerian C
controls the Bastern RegionalvGovernmen ‘and
Federal Government ‘oalition which

(2) The Nofthern‘Peop
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(NCNC), the opp051t10n party in- the Western Reglon Leglslature under

.the same lcadcrshlp Fhe maJorlﬂy of M1d Westerners belong to thlS

B "party Second the organlzatlonnwas to cater for more than polltlcal

~

'matters
bflff'r o AS a result of the Macpherson s Constitutronvan 1951 there: X
'evolved for the f1r$t tlme a ngerlan controlled government in Western
ifAlegerla under the‘Actlon Group Party, a party closely assoc1ated w1th j

:'nthe Yoruba ethn1c group 1n the West and con51dered superc11110us and .

* e“fd1scrrmrnatory to the M1d Westerners who were all non-Yordbas (Sada,

“'L.;1965 3) Thls close a550c1at10n of‘the government W1th the Yoruba group
»!'”f;trled to 1ncreased dlstrust of the reg10na1 government by the M1d Western |

v'.fleaders and accentuated thelr des1re for polltical separation,l There :f;f-,f'?z

*'fwere notable changes 1n the Movement character1sed by a serles of

o B

"lyconferences and p051t1ve actxons demand1ng the creatlon of the new State. :

Meanwhlle, the reg1ona1 government was beglnning to fee;

e

”:hﬁﬂh‘<'the p011t1ca1 threat of the MOVement, and mueh more so as the oppos1t10n

"f1fparty had been exploatlng the State issue to underm1ne the'governpent f””

::;;party 1n the area of the proposed State (Sada, 1965 4) Apparently, NS

; "fto forestall the opposrtzon party. the government party mad ”a mot1on

't‘_ln the Western House of Assembiy 1n 1952 requestlng'HethaJesty

' o government to make constxtutronal arrangement for the creathon“of 3

.”;ﬁ;fM1d-West State

However when the Western Region-became'




?:jj of the a111ance Was the 1mmed1ate creatlon of the M1d West State'

| on October 1 1960

i was app01nted by the Federal Government to enqu1re 1nto the fears
. M 6‘ - .
. of m1nor1t1es,_reJected the demand for the ‘creation of more States

They argued that
_ vThe powers left to the reglons by ‘the dec151on of _
1953 are considerable and as we have ‘'said. elsewherea'.'“
- we do not’ regard it as reallstlc ‘to ‘suppose that any. .
* - of the. reglons will forego the powers they now _ o
.- have'. . ... A new state:created today- would'have U
© T tor compete w1th ‘the. existlng regions and: the cost ,
Lin overheads, not only in financial but in resources . -
partlcularly in the tralned mlnds would be hlgh

".:_}jwlth the approach of 1ndependence there has been_-]l”
' ,d.sharp recrudescence of tribal feellngs ST SR § T,
. 'wouldbe a pity if, at the moment when: Nigeria ach1eVed R
~-independence,. separate states had been'created which '"7vh70v-”’
- .enshrirnied tribal ‘separation in a p011t1ca1 framework SRR
(Willink, 1958:88). .o

' Thus the creatlon of the State appears to have been undertaken 1n e
df~ apparent dlsregard of the recommendat1ons of the Commzssron
S The 1959 Federal electlon brought to power a coa11t10nh ;*7:?fg?,*fﬂa’%
déovernmeht conpr1sed of the N1ger1an Counc11 of N1gerlan Cltlzens S o
(NCNC), (a strong suppo;ter of the creatlon of the Mldﬂhest State)
and the Northern People 5 Congress, (an arch enemy of the Actlon iﬁid!:

Group, the ru11ng party in. Western ngerla) One of the cond1t1ons

But th1s could not be done unt11 after N1ger1a had attalned 1ndependence
, L N BT e o R S

In the Federal Legrslature two years later, a,motlon to

create the Mid-West State was moved on Thursday:'March 22nd 1962

by the Prrme Mlnlster thus



; 'h‘tlelltary Government of ngerla General Yakubu‘Gowon by decree, I

<

SRR ‘that th1s House approve a. proposal for ah alteratlon
8. to Section 3 of the Constitution of the. Federation -
" of ngcr1a for ‘the purpose of CStdbllShln& a_fourth - ,
- .region within the Fedcration of. N1Lor1a consisting - *,,, e
" territorially of Benin Province in Western N1ger1a ' -
“‘1nc1udxpg Akoko-Edo Dlstrlct in Afenmai DlVlSlon, :
* and Delta Province in Western-Nigeria“ ihcluding Warri .
»DlVlSlon and ‘Warri Urban TOWn shxp area (Balewa and v
Epelle, 1964 115) ' SR . ‘

“;:Thls motlon was carrled And so the Mld Western N1ger1a became the

Vfourth autonomous reglo 1n ngerlan Federatlon on August 9 1963
: after a pleblsc1te conducteq\to ascertaln the w1sh of the people L

0“ January 15 1966\ the Federal Government of ngerla was ,at;; fiff p

":overthrown by a. M111tary coup On May 27, 1967 the Head of the Federal

¢‘

'[5:created twelve States out of the old four Reglons The M1d—west

f,State was constltuted as one of these tuelve States

- THE 'j-i:siurs-x_m; svmowenT

The M1d-West State of ngerla 11es aPPrOXJNately betweenf‘-g‘--“h":”

. 71?'5 OO'E and 6 4S'E and betweea‘,;tltude 4 4S'N and 7'30'N. It covers ?ﬁf:i;;‘]hﬂ

i rf~;twe1ve States qf the Federal Republ;c of N1ger1a.

‘J;’an area of 14 922 square mlles, and is the elghth largest of the

1he populatzon' |
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Cow .

north to south for approx1mate1y 200 m11es wh11e its. greatest w1dth _-;‘

. is about 110 m11es _' , S S I P

Three large rrvers flow through the State southwards to:
the delta, the nger 1n the east, and the S11uko and Osse Rlvers 1n'

the west The State can’ be d1V1ded 1nto three phy51ograph1c reglons,

o namely, the northern the central and the southern sectors ' The

.—A'

hrghest and most rugged areas lie at the 0ut1y1ng northern sectron

' 9';where hlghlands of over 600 feet can be observed The corrldors, | hf,g’;

’are covered w1th weathered fertlle sorls and maxed vegetatron, and

cdnstltute very r1ch agrlcultural land These are the areas of

'i~fpopulatron concentratlon 1nj§goko Edo, Etsakon and Owan D1v1srons

¥

’*PThe Edron Orle lowlands wh1ch separate the northern from the southern

E 1

reg1on 1s a belt of low-1y1ng flat area of some 200 feet above sea
~J.."J. B¢

"}level covered w1th dense vegetatlon and 1ts clrmate and ratnfall

V,:make 1t surtable for the cultlvatlon of yams Part of these low-« S

A&

) w&,lands con51sts of clay shales thCh g1Ve rrse to a maJor pottery 1ndustry_575'-:h

W1th1n the central sector are the Ishan and Asaba Plateaus

v

"’?nsplrt by the Igukpu R1ver The Ishan plateau reaches a maxrmum elevat1on'”‘3;}fl

}

”ffffof 1, SOO feet above sea level and slopes southwards gradually.aif;ft;jr:fy?7u'"

7:5011 1s porous and has no surface dratnagee'




40

is' a major r1ce produc1ng and marketlng centre for N1gerla Much of

the Asaba plateau has been cleared as a resuIt of hlgh den51ty of-

ﬁ;’d the land 15 NOW- ma1n1y secondary bush and farm land
_yrtlng areas of the State The water table, 1y1ng
ﬂ"adequate source of water supply (Sada, 1973 S)

f, 1s v1rtua11y a level plaxn sloplng from an e1evat1on of

;;et in the northern margln to ;ea leVel 1n the south It 1s
2}1 plaln.b The most 1mportant of’these r1vers 1s R1ver Osse

?‘uts through the clay lowlands. The ra1nfu11 1n thls area

.d_has produced a dense forest The Warrl delta1c p1a1n

There are two major sea&ons,

frt11e and the areas around Agbor and Ub1aruku are some .

21y d1ssected by r1vers whxch have thelr headwaters 1n the upper"‘

\jhd 850 feet below surface, 1s a problem from the stand- ;*~

}i The southern sector wh1ch covers both the Benln and Warr1;.qu?‘l‘




o :

to 60, nches in the extreme north
. to 60gnghes in

__in,Julymwith‘the average'being-s

1) The rainy season wh1ch commences dur1ng the latter

part of March or the f1rst part of Apr11 and extends to 0ctober,»\

iy August.. Ra1nfall is heav1Tst

‘nches in the coastal areas

‘ 4

“\ t\.

unt11 late March or early Aprll December to February are usually

"ieast)- .vé, ;
Thepe var1at1ons 1n cllmatlc seasons affect the type of
crops the farmers grow as’ well as the play patterns of the ch11dren,

cipopular 1n the ra1ny season

5inepartment 1970 P 18)7‘ SRR

for example,v"Eko" game (a form of archery played outdoors) 1s not

Tome ECONOMY - .

o R o 1 L ; ) AR
. Soe T : ve_‘~"-v5¢‘/

-.)vv

A Agrlculture 15 the econom1c mainstay of the State( Locally, v.r'”7'

T'agr1cu1ture accounts for about 56 percent of the gross domestlc

-

?1n the State experlment farms and a few\pravately owned ones, bdt

| 'lthe change w111 requlre tlme and extens!ve education programs

. Mld-Western Nﬁjgz;alﬂandbook (Beni‘ City
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3(2) The dry seaSon begl“S 1“ early November and predomlnates R

rmarked by dry wlnds of the harmattan (a dry, cool w1nd from the north-s f~‘

vﬁeconomy At the moment, mechanlzatlon of farmlng is be1ng carrled out jﬁii.':



Y

is st111 in small 'scale product1on A f1sh farmlng system was - 1ntroduced

cin the State n 1968 but the 1mpact of thlS 1nﬂustry is yet ‘to be felt

in any 51gn1f1cant degree Plans are on hand to map out the terr1tor1al

watebs of. the State for marlne l1fe and phy51cal env1ronment Coupled
- w1th the\development of flSh farmlng, a poultry 1ndustry has recently
been 1ntroduced w1th the nucleus of the development scheme located
f in- %he Ogba poultry centre Th1s centre at present ‘produces over

2 000 day old CthkS weekly for d1str1but10n to farms 1n the State l_' “

— P
There are; currently, three cattle farms and these w111 soon be
‘ : e e :
o7 transferred 1nto a sultable central b1g farm at Igarra at Akoko-Edo
SRR Dlv151on The three p1gger1es 1n the State sell weaners to farmers o

x._

at subsrd1zed Prl_,.F“ The only Feed M111 located at Benln C1ty 1s

"°t meetlng the needs of the farmers and plans are in hand to haye ST

‘ add1t1ona1 ones constructed The rap1d emergence of these agricu1tur31 ,?:,”“"

developments has placed an 1nord1nate straln on the veterlnary d1v151on f“
e of the m1n1stry and an expans1on 1n the area w111 soon be a nece551ty

The hardwood forests have yet to be heaV1ly harvested but

4/. .

. '-/

recently a plywood plant the«only one- in nger1a, has been located

t Sapele in the M1d West State. It exports annually about 1 2 mlllloﬂ *”7¥:

B cub1c feet of plywood and lock board

Over the past few years a number of new 1ndustr1es5have 35;5 e

.‘,




~';51ze and types of structures they are usually characterlzed by .one.

\“rfrom the road and a large playground 1n front of the housebls thereby

'-f l'made a feature of the landscape architecture., These large playgrounds

fwh1ch have been dlSCOVered in the delta area are produelng petroleum

; .products -for export at an average daily output of about 500 000 barrels.‘

»

In add1t10n to these f0551l fuels, about 62 m1lllon tons of 11gn1te -
near Asaba 1s avallable for m1n1ng The presence of llmestone at

: Ukprlla in Etsakon D1V151;n has made the 51t1ng of a cement factory
there necessary The glass factory at Ughe111 1n Eastern Urhobo

has also been made poss1b1e by a large dep051t of 5111ca. ‘1'

Taa-.'PsopLEu-AND THEIR LI‘FS-ST_YLES}
It has been reasonably well estab11shed that the varlous hd
_ethn/k groups 1n M1d-Western N1ger1a mlgrated from Benln (Talbot

-1926 Murdock 1945) Thls dlscu551on, therefore, w111 be based on

the - common and dlstlnct1ve cuItural features of these peoples.,

ghys1cal Layout of Settlements. Whlle v1llages vary ‘as to

‘main road Wthh runs through the v111age wrth the houses be1ng bu11t
1. b

1Aon e1ther 51de In general theSe houses are bu11t some d1stance

in front of the hOuses serve as an arena for many of the re11g1o-”u';;f

T_”,soclo-dramatlc performances whlch are characterlst1c of the PeOPle:

_fas well as for chlldren s games g second general pattern 1s wheré

H":lf:;a bush path leads to an. open central arena W1th houses bu11t 1n a

'c1rcular fringe. These houses are homes for several extended families;h7f~{5¥

:”The typ1ca1 v1llage 1s based essent1ally on an agricultural pattern




’,'un1nte111g1b1e to the people of the Benln Kmngdom

.= and soc1a1 head of the fam11y HlS word is final 1n most 1ssues.__, f-v

iximod1f1ed s0° that the household 1nc1udes w1ves and chxldren of the f,.f;j"
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. of'life' There are also towns such as Ben1n Warrl, Sapele, Agbor,

=

Asaba, IblaJa, Auch1 and Bomad1 w1th modern.amenijles

‘ L1ngu151t1c Relatlonshlp,‘ The Edo language is spoken -

~throughout the Ben1n Klngdom w1th only mlnor varlatlons Edo dlalects
j are spoken 1n Ishan and 1n sectlon of the northern area such as ',.,_
_Owan and Itsako Although the(Urhobo and Isoko dlalects are some-
what 1nf1uenced hy Edo proper, generally speak1ng they are qulte'u

K1nsh1p Groups The famlly structure is . composed of

N

A' several layers The 1mmed1ate or nuclear fam1ly con51sts of members
E-:;who are t1ed together by common mar1tal or parental relatlon:Z;ps
"Father is the head who settles d1sputes and represents the family in.
‘fhall re11g1ous ceremon1es and other 1mportant neet1ngs He 15 also ~h-:'h
\'-the 1ntermed1ary between the famlly and the fam11y ancestors who h
| are belleVed to protect the family Thus a father 1s both the relxg1ous

f'Where a man has more than one w1fe, the nuclear pattern is accordingly

l

3]

rl. dlfferent w1ves The common and.the unlversally desired marrlage
.lpattern 1s polygyny There are varlous systems of d1fferent1a1
jmarrlage-payments A fu11 marrlage-payment secures the afflliatxon Vf”jiﬁ

”ifof all chlldren of the marrxage to the husband's Iineage whlle with \

g fsmaller payments the ch11d en ezther go to the wife s father s !

9 s
ffllneage or are d1v1ded between the two groups. Amon“psome de,».;;<.*

’*'rafthough net among any of the groups studaed here, there 1s evxdence

"'of a. double descent system whereby every ‘ndivarhal belongs both to




e

a localrzed patrlllneage and to a d1spersed matr111neal éroup
iThe f1rst wife has control over the other wlves 1rrespect1ve
of her chronolog1ca1 age She is the only one who can. be conferred
, ‘.WIth the ch1efta1ncy t1tle w1th the husband The Edo speaklng
people not only show a marked patr111nea1 b1as in- thelr k1nsh1p

Al .

and 11neage organlzatron but also an emph351s 1n prlmogenrture. v
In areas where chleftamcy 1s hered1tary,_the firstborn son assunles
the t1tle from the father A flrstborn son 1s accorded a spec1al '
'place 1n the fam1ly eSpec1ally when 1t comes to sharrng of the R
late father s property T SR ‘\ S |
R Most nuclear and polygynous fam111es are parts of layer
.ifam1lf un1ts the extended famlly where1n an elderly man 11ves

; ’1n a compound w1th hls wlves s unmarrled chlldren and hlS marrled

'sons and the1r w1ves and offsprmg In such a case each nuclear e

‘ '.'segment re51des m a portmn of the compound but the whole 1s

-
-

' under the headshlp of the elder male.~ It is to be noted that
V.‘re51dence then on marrlage is. patrilocal o

Sometlmes these extended fam111es are of a. Joint nature

,. in, that several marrled brothers w1th the1r marned sons and S o

rfamxlles w111 re51de in nelghbormg house% ; o

g
Famly groupmgs are often aff111ated w1th one another so
o ,‘as to form patnlmeages., Meni)ers of a smgle patrilmea‘ge tencl [v
'.'_'to preva11 in a given ne1ghborhood or even a whole vilslage. As an

o ) ;ndrvidual hps obllgatxons to lus fam11y so also he has obligations

FRLIP

Rt :"to fellow members of hls patrllineage.




To any of these'grouplngs may be added divorced and
w1dowed mothers, daughters and 51sters . '

An 0n1y son mho remalns 1n hrs father's hoose may . contlnue.-‘
to farm 301nt1y w1th hrs father durlng the latter s 11fet1me.'%0n‘35_.'

ithe other hand when a man has a number of sons, the senlor sons

) 3 may begln to farm on the1r oMnﬁeven wh11e 11V1ng 1n the same house "

as the1r father. In most cases, sons farm pleces of land ad301n1ng
that of thelr father in order to a551st the latter.u_-t;‘; ;[_'%'d',_',;fff':}'
o Each of the types of famlly llsted above is a qua51~n - o
'pol1t1ca1 un1t 1n that 1ts members are under the 1mmed1ate c6ntrof
¥ for certaln purposes, of the oldest male who can'apply sanctlons |
agalnst them The three klnds ofﬁmuly form a h1erarchy in'so far;}:f_f'
.as the head of the nuclear or compound famlly may be under the .‘7 g
‘:";.author1ty of the head of a Jo1nt famlly aho may 1n turn be subJect o

: e
‘:;to the head of hlS extended fam11y i

A famlly head has the rlght to apply phyflcal sanctlonsbdﬁff?fﬁ
'-eilagalnst those under hls authorlty though he would not attempt to

,%;beat hlS adult sons and brothers., In each household or fam11y

" s’

f-;there is a series of h1erarch1es wh1ch determlnes the moral rlghts:fh_
. and ob11gat10ns of the members towards each other.;,gf‘””

"'j WldOWS pass to éhe helrs of the deceased in hlS patrlllneage,;ru

[T

';f”generally to hlS sons or, falllng sons, to h1s brofhers.»;,;.f.

C =
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1n1t1dt10n ceremon1es and the functlons.of thcsc age grudes4iare ;h

'more slgn1f1cant than an others Thc younger age gradcs are';fgitJ.th

: respon51ble for such: communal work as bu1ld1ng the looal markets, :

'-brldges, schools and health centres They also perform some spec1f1c

roles in certain of the trad1t1ona1 festtvals and ceremon1es S
f;_W1th1n each group, members work as.a. team in; rotatlon on each ,fl3

member’s farm Thé roles and resp0n51b111t1e5 sh1ft for‘the older 'g:i;L"gf;:

k%

age grades who help 1n the admlnlstratzon of the v1llage or town.f7,

Dlsputes among members or among fam111es are sometlmes settled »"E;;e'*izﬂ
'w1th1n the age grade organlzatlon Another 1mportant functxon of o
’:fthe age. grade organlzatlon 15 the preservatlon of‘the customs and “i;”
}trad1t1ons of . the people.: They are 1nvolved 1n the soc1al and .

f'rltual act1v1t1es,,and haVe the power to sanctlon defaulters.r»lng":>a-

- some areas, the authorlty of the v1llage 15 vested 1n the age gradee..; _afihj

Pol1t1cal Structure., Hered1tary rulers are

‘ 'fffof the BenmS and Ishan sectlons of the Edo-speaklngJ eoplesfand are' G

’ ”_{passes through first second thlrd anv"l.[;,‘:

f..found among some parts of UrhobolifThe fzrstborn son nherits.the

- iy A e rade., All chlldren born w1thin:three consecutl_
' years are 1n1t1ated into' an ‘age ‘grade at. about*the ‘age ‘of
‘»and are g1Ven a name. from the tradltlonal tist.,

" ,_* : lhe chlldren 1n1t1ated at a. glveﬁﬁtlme constltute'
'whf!h in. the course. of time- passes- through the. several’ ~grad
" western parallel is a Unxverslty class -of 1979 ot"

IR S"B1n1" is’ used by Europeans :
o ‘domlnant people of the Benin,Klngdom and t
B A P .



T IR

.,[i-qhe heredltary chieftalncy 15 fhlly deVeloped and 1s accompanied
'ibY a system of state ranks and t1t1es.J h' e FR
C The sacred klngshlp is the focal p01nt of the Ben1n o

o polltxcal system The Oba (klng) 1s cred1ted ﬁﬁth a11 k1nds of

5if;\mag1ca1 powers Apart from hls r1tua1 and economlc prerogatlves, e

i there are certaln we11 deflned mechanlsms through whlch the Oba f.r;:“r’7

tj\Tmalntalns .or ma1nta1ned hls pos1tion as polltlcal head Of state

ﬁIn Owan and some parts of Urhobo there are "t1t1e assoc1at1ons"' T

L3

"'"f'5wh1ch can be entered by any freeborn male of the communlty for

"’37hfffwh1ch 1t 1s 0perat1ve by the paymentfof fees to the exxstlng ‘57'""' ; e

'ﬁ"l?ﬂlacklng Membershlp 1s essentlal for any person

“r'.’:_polltlcal authorlt)"

-

Sen1or1ty 1s generall_ reckoned y "t1t1e

"‘assoc1at1on. The man with;the most'“enlor




a9

There 1s no un1form1ty 1n the trad1t10na1 1nst1tut1ons

ntf'W1th regard to the pun1shment of offences or’ the settlement of

"fVM;f3d1sputes among the study groups But one thlng wh1ch is’ unlform B

1Vlj;the penaltles are flnes floggxng, compensat1on, ordeals‘ oaths

%JsmapMHMMmamo&mswady“mmuuweRMrWtu 'fe;f”

: e;age groups the fam11y head dr the elders.l Generally, most of

'“fe and ostrac1sm‘: People suspected tu possess w1tchcraft were, 1n'

3.

, ‘3'Ethe past glven sasswood p0150n1ng =

'“if;today.ﬂ_.
':f“f;”; -




S TS0

In some v111ages ihe farmers have 301nt bwnershlp :f barns }:ff o

. to store crops both for consumptlon and for sale, After t‘o or g'_fu?”“'x R

o e
» kthree years, a farmer would Shlft to new portlons of land,

:and the

;cocoa and rubber are left beh1nd to grow 1nto plantatxons.e]Thé_lr;;ff7.

;- :jr}:regular aspects of farm work falls under the domaln of t e hquand

- f{Although hlS many w1ves and children constltute hls labfr force,

'”‘.1Q_certaln aspects of farm work such as clearlng. felllnf of trees and

; ’fffcu1t1vate Peoplef TO!

’-’f_jmaklng of mounds for the plantlng Of crops are'done fY the communal ;ﬁlfflf;g

","";’,_lme a@ groups» and a fII-

’rf:sea has produced anether dlmens1onf' ‘the  economi féﬁriA"df'tﬁé;Iﬁ




| ?-thogether on the farms by trad1t1on, only women, asslsted by thelr

s
' | » | ‘ ‘r/: . _» ~Iv‘ +
E In the delta reg1on flshlng 15 done on a. large scale and the flSh
B Pare sold to purchase other food 1tems.‘{,' 'h |
. : .

Wh11e 1t is the practlce that men, women and chlldren work

°“fffch11dren, do the cookxng:of food It 1s taboo for a. marrled man to j;f:ihf7"'

’ ‘bee found in the k1tehen, eook1ng or assxstlng the w1fe wOmen are -

o J'also not expected to make mounds or fe11 trees 1n the farms

T e the blacksm1ths, the carvers the weavers, dyers, the'

'tgiiiagrlculturally-based groups is the market.days Which 1n the M1d-- T

= 5} Although every fam11y is capable of prov1d1ng for most ,
;a,of thelr needs, thlS 1s not alwa%s practicable f the v1llage, t;f' E

}jtherefore, there are those who speC1allze 1n various crafts These

pot makers
';'and so on, who supply those 1tems that the dedlcated farmers are -

‘“:ﬁiunable to produce e1ther 8§ a result of lack of t1me or due to lack | {;;“°‘

.:€f;iof sk111 (F1gure 2) .j;i;;isg';;hlffhiftl;n?fiihéf;inihih;ﬁii*if;ﬁh;’ﬁi

A soc1a1 and econom1c feature that 1sﬂoften prevalent among f°i

Sy

"’;{Western State, are held every f1vejdays fIn v111agej”arkets women

‘;(sell surplus farm products and fish, while craftsmen%and omen also o

~

larger wholeSale dlstributors.

Chlld Rearxng.,>1he newborh ch11d“,s received_everywhere










L older, at about the age of seven, the boys eat w1th thelr father and L

' g1rls w1th ehelr mother Parents do not eat together Table manners

k chlldren the f1rst thlng in the morn1ng Dependlng on the tradltlonal

.» 54

&

5ﬂwith Warmth and treated w1th 1ndulgence Chlldren are "bless1ngs"
j-fand one cannot have too many No stlgma 1s attached to ch1ldren‘
:;born out of wedlock Un11ke some cultural groups in N1ger1a, _twins

-_are happlly recelved. Male chlldren appear to be part1cu1ar1y

h1gh1y valued and are g1ven greater soc1al recogn1t1on than

are female ehlldren Breast feed1ng 1s the trad1t1ena1,pract1ce

\ .

and th1s 1s g1ven on demand Hard food is- 1ntroduced early to the

‘ch11d and weanlng, whrch 1n most cases is abrupt and severe, occurs

\.,

0
after two, three or more‘."rs, Chlldren of all the w1ves eat together

"as food is~ usually not shared out 1nd1V1dually As the ch11dren get

! \

are metlculously taught and enforced :.' f;ff;'g,f'f~f7:‘:j;i'?.'f*fff'”"‘

Greetrngs play a partlcularly 1mportant role 1n the 1nter-”"

i .personal relatlonshlps Husbands must be greeted by the1r w1ves and

practlces and,hab1ts‘of the tr1be young people and chlldren bend

hflibow or kneel upon greet1ng thelr elders. Fa11ure to do thls earns &

s

ch11d some reprlmand beatlng or both'“ f?f;.ffg fl;f. -f

If the baby t011ets whlle the mother is eatlng and gny‘§art

ffdfalls 1nto the food the tradltion 1s that the mother should not

'fﬂA grown up ch11d Who st111 wets the bed is elther flogged or 15 r1d1cu1ed: |

'tfabandon the food The trad1t10n holds only for bables up to the age

‘”of three months._ When a baby Wets a v1s1tor, 1t 15 regarded as greet1ngs.u;,:p

'”.but as’ from the age of about nine months t011et tra1n1ng becomes severe.,, el




‘in_the presencejof his or her age<matest ‘Age seems_synonymousjﬁith
vstrength and'wisdom.' Nolparent expeets his child toiheaheaten or

fled by those:junior to him'iniage.'bA child‘is severely reprimanded .
’or flogged for fa111ng to be respectful to hlS senlors in the ":h

'trad1t10na1 way. If a mother has. to resolve a tr1cky case, the

~ mere threat that:the chald would bevreferred to_the-father to‘accounti‘
~ for his ‘misconduct makes‘him behave'welll T

1 o ' ' _
[ S Every adult regards hlmself or. herself a parent or guardlan

\
Af with regard to the tra1n1ng or upbr1ng1ng of the chlldren It 1s.rare
'g\to flnz parents offended 1f any adult reprlmands or beats a ch11d for i
mlsbehav1or. Chlldren at early age, are taught to share thlngs W1th
:thelr mates | .' V

", Many ch11dren go naked although glrls wear beads., C1rcumc1s1on13

1s done for the boys and c11toridectomy for g1rls ’,f :‘“;': n:y‘;a: »'{"'

Fest1vals, Ceremon1es and thes In th1s study no attempt 'ﬁﬂggéﬂ‘dfu

VlS made to g1ve detalls of the many festlvals and other tradltlonal.':;.q. .

- frltes among the peoples as most of them are shrouded with secrecy

. (see Flgures 4 & 5) ThlS has made 1t 1mp0551b1e for both the - *ﬁit

;Lsethnographers and the researcher to record these events correctly ahd 1; :{g' o

T completely The folloW1ng comments are 1ntended to srmply note the jfﬁi_q‘

h-role of these SOC1a1 phenomena among the people studled

.

The sacred bellefs that help to develop the patter of life ;::Ji:;fgﬁf

"ﬁfof the people can’ be c1a551f1ed thus S S
. L : e A S P
(a) Ceremon1es assoc1ated w1th ancestraﬂ gods whose ';’ '
.J L

7{7;fworsh1p was passed from father to the chlldren through the generatlons j-:" -




~ - -t

¥
The de1t1es are, represented by carved SthkS or baked clay 1mages

To these gods, goats, ch1ckens (and in the old days human berngsi)

,are sacrlflced S . A

(b) Ceremonres assocrated w1th v111age de1t1es whlch serve a
Nas the focus of worshlp for the whole V111age | .

(c) Ceremon1es assocrated WIth the concept of the un1versa1
" God who - controIs a11 other delties -

If for example there has been too much raln or: 1f the

- harvest has been poor on the farms it is belleved that these mlsfortunGSt

must haVe been: caused by some aggrleved gods These bellefs and fears_;ﬁ -

T
‘ are assoclated wrth the many festlva;s, ceremonles and soc1a1 occa51ons

The da11y rout1ne 15 that the head of the famlly requests
the bless1ng and protectlon of the ancestral delty before the days work
Market days are,restlng days for the farmers and are also days set L
aparf for soc1a1 occa51ons and for sacr1f1ces to the gods. f: L

LT

W1tchcraft and the fear of w1tches present real problems to o

\

';the people Every form of 111 health or. death 1s assoclated-w1th
',;w1tchcraft.. | e
.: N .. o Tl‘lE STUDY GROUPS ,v: e : L e - %

Although much has been sa1d above about the common or1g1n a;ffﬁv' -

V'ﬁaﬁ'and other eultural aff1n1t1es of the Edo-speaklng peoples, each °f

5;”;the four groups under study (Benln, Ishan Owan ahd Urhobo) exhiblts

'1,certa1n distlnct 11ngu15t1c, soc1al and other cultural features.

‘TiifThe hlghllghts of these d1stinct features a;e d1scussed below. z_fy';”
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&

© Benin. Benin Division occupies the western and central

' parts of the State w1th Benin C1ty, as the heart of the anclent Benln

'4{ .o
Emplre be1ng the cap1ta1 c1ty At present it has a populatlon of over

- one hundred thousand whereas that’ of the ad301n1ng V111ages ranges
between one thousand and less than four hundred | Durlng the he1ght |
of the Ben1n Emplre, the cap1ta1 city uas enc1rc1ed by a ma551ve earth
‘wall w1th d1tches some s;x mlles in c1rcumference, and the re11cs -

. . .
can st111 be seen 1n“Ben1n C1ty today The Palace was the rellglous “
and adm1n1strat1ve centre of the. Klngdom There have been remarkably
few changes over. the years The ma1n palace bu11&1ngs comprlse three
ma;or lelSlOﬂS each under‘the adm1nlstrat10n of a host of chlefs

The strength- of“the palace organ1zat10n can be seen as an 1nstrument

of centrallzatlon and stabrlxty 'Aﬂ- ‘: _ 'e.f

The Clty of Benln is d1v1ded 1nto a number of wards Withinr‘i'“

-~

each ward the male populatlon is strat1fied in grades roughly parallel

.a varlety of pr1nc1ples. These wards atre affllrated to some palace

aSSOCIatIODS through whose leaders they make contact w1th the Oba (k1ng)

e

ALY Ben1n V1llages are, by trad1t10n harmonlously unlted

’ under the1r h1gh mystlcal head the Oba (klng), (see Flgure 6) The

heredltary chlefs,_"Uzama" and two other groups of ch1efs "Eghaebho"

constltute three great orders of ch1eftalncy whlch, among them, are

responslble for the contlnulty and government of the State The

/.

51derab1e prestlge and moral authorlty The "Iyase" 1s the leader

57 .

- ¥

’

_ to those 1n-the.v111ages. Leadershlp w1th1n the ward 1s ascribed On S

uUzamasn are the guardlans of custom and klngshlp They retaln con- ”n”;jifgﬁ



f(Prime MiniSter)voﬁﬁ he town chiefs Therc are hosts of other ch1ef5~

euch wfth\his ownffunctions Ihc krngs of Benln secm to have had

more seCurlty of tenure than many of- the1r Afrlcan counterparts rOf‘:'

/

“the Oba of Benin, Bradbury has this to say:

PR d1v1ne klng, the 11v1ng vthcle for those L
..mystical forces by which his predecessors, from .
the inception of the dynasty, has “ensured - the V1ta11ty
" and continuity of the nation . . . to fostér his own
magical powers and to employ them for the good of -
his- pe0p1e (Bradbury, 1973 74) .

¢ -

~In the- v111age, the predomlnance of éommun1ty over kin= group
'1nterest is ma1nta1ned through a three t1er age !!ade organlzatiOn --1 ‘

"Edlon," “Ighele" nd "Iroghae " The oldest man 1s the headman or 1,f'“

, "Odlonwere" of the V1llage In some v111ages however, there are -

i'heredrtary headmen or "Onogre" whose offlce descends Hy prlmogenltary :‘?
"success1on The Onogre s jurisdrctlon usually encompasses more than -

- a srngle V111age Both "Onogle" and the "Odlonwere" form the 11alson } >
‘{'between the Oba and hrs people (Bradbury, 1973 50) Both hoid therr
.~w,off1ces at- the Oba s w111 The v1llage counc11 is made up bf the two -de

headmen and the ”Edlon" age grade Non-members, 1nc4ud1ng women,

"'~-may be 1nv1ted when necessary, to counc11 meetrngs ~The other two er

7lower age grades perform the communal tasks in the v111age Although
'-_aF .
there 1s no ceremony 1n the app01ntment of the dlfferent age grades, S

Py

- there are heredltary practlces w1th wh;ch every member must conform.

One other 1mﬁortant aspect of the soc1a1 11fe of the people ] ;yf'

d~;1s the b1rth of a new ch11d There 1s no strpulatron as to the place

T‘tof b1rth or who sheuld be present A woman could glve birth to a chlid

erther in the husband's house or in’ her mother 'S, place.; When the cord

.\



" and other ceremon1a1 funct10nar1es.»

"‘rsome cases, ‘the Oba of Ben1n va11dates the ascendency of the Onogle

. 59

RN

\‘falls from the Chlld, it is planted 1n the ground w1th the seed of a
FKola or Coconut tree in the hope that the Chlld w1ll gTow. 11ke the tree.
The namlng of the ch11d is on the sevend@ day after the blrth ThlS .

'-jlsfdone by the father at the altar of -the’ ancestors

As has been stated earller ch1ldren,_at the age of about .

'-seven are 1ntroduced to farm work Glrls accompany'the;r_mothers»to

the common open markets (Flgure 7)

Although a maJorlty of the people are farmers there are- many

' sk111ed craftsmen Ben1n arts and crafts have been obJects of serlous

studles and attract:on to scholars The most famous art works are

A

hthe bronze casts and. statues Among the members of the communlty are 5_.- S
'spec1al1sts such -as blacksmlths brass smlths, leather workers woed
and 1vory carvers, tapestry weavers drum makers hunters and bullders., .

--There are also many d1fferent groups of prlests, d1v1ners m;nstrels

Y

shap The v1llages that make up Ishan are located 1n the ~f;5'

- .north eastern part of the State It has a populatlon of over two hundred
'-Jand seventy thousand (accordlng to 1973 cenSus prOV151ona1 f1gures)
| .':ZDur1ng the collapse of the Igodo dynasty, a prlncé knOwn as Ikhanbl
mlgrated to the north probably to evade Just1ce or escape oppre551on, S
‘:gvfto found Ishan, a name whlch 1s sa1d to be derlved from the word

' v"Esafua" meanlng "those who fled " Warrlors, messengers and others

o

'*;'frOM'Benin 301ned wlth Ikhanbl 1n the foundlng of Ishan.,A“

T

Ch1efta1ncy is heredltary 1n most parts of - Ishan and, 1n S

v
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' water and m1x the mud

| .~

o power The Onogle (Chlef and Headman) recelves various- entltlements o

| from hlS subJects “All the numerous t1t1e holders are\collectlvely

called "Ekhaevo" and represent the Onogie 1n var1ous v111ages actlng
P

through the Odlonwere (Headman) There are - no t1tle assoc1at10ns

e
€

V1n Ishan as there are in Owan but 11ke Benln, there are three marn 3

age»grades. - f S . ‘jﬁ N L. ‘;[f“ub__"" fﬁr
- (l); Egbonughele - TheSe are young boys below the age of

- :

;twenty who are . employed to clear, sweep and ma1nta1n farm roads,

'A’meetlng places, shrlnes, and durlng any bU11d1ng perlod they fetch

/.

’,f( 2) Igele or Igbama -‘Jhese are young men between/the ages}"i'

:'fof twenty and th1rty who are no longer engaged 1n Jobs such as those

llsted above They are engaged in other types of communal work such

-7j_as buzldlng of houses, helplng to.. stop flre outbreaks and assistlng 1n

.,other emergenc1es They are not odd enough to part1c1pate 1n full [ﬂfu 7

}u{v1llage meetrngs

(3) Edron - The Edlon are the elders of a V111age who are

; not requ1red to do communal work The1r maJor respon51b111ty res1des

ffjln thelr role as governors of the V1llage, and as a consequence, they

"comprlse the V1llage counc11

One common 1“1t13t1°" ceremony t° "Edlon" 8rade 1s "Irhue" o

o whlch 11teraly means "ty1ng on the cloth i and has various soc1al

A\l

6In the study groups, the term "Onogle" is used for a t1tle

Headman over one or more chiefdoms, that is, ‘@’ collgction of v1llages. ;;?:,;;---~
. MOdionwere" is ‘a V1llage Headman. who ‘is usually the.oldest man: in the

V1llage In most 1nstances the "Odionwore" also has a chieftaincy




meanlngs for the varlous sub éroups 1n Ishan. The social aspects of
11fe in the v111age are qu1te s1m1lar to those 1n Ben1n B

. A newborn ch1ld is washed at the frOnt o{Dthe house and
the mother at the back when the placenta is bur1ed When the baby

1s three months old the parents enterta1n the1r relat1ves, and a-

31 name 1s glven to the ch11d by the father. In many parts of ;shan ff‘d'

' 7:-the flrst man or. woman (who 1s not a. close relatlve) to enter the

1“?house when a child 1s born becomes the ch1ld's guardlan for llfe

' 'A Chlld is nursed and cared for by the parents, other relatlves and

'i‘:” the guard1an ---members of the ch11d's extended fam11y -#f!»»ﬁlﬁ.?“

.~;‘:' o Unt11 recently, when pipe-borne water was made avallable, gz';

S chlldren were expected to trek long distances to fetch water for

':; household use ' In the ent1re State, water sup ly has been a roblem,.~l{h’f"u
9 P e

; but thls problem has been most acute 1n Ishan Water conservancy

g -

= ipractlces wh1ch have been 1naugurated 1n the é}ate, have yrelded

7fgb s1gn1f1cant changes 1n the 11fe style of the v111ages.3»f7f5 ?f-’

Due to the type of so11 avallable, most Ishan farmers do j7jﬂ”“

N A-.

'ff not make mounds for their yams but rather d1g holes 1n the ground

"f houses Thls 1ndustry was 1nher1ted from the1r forefathers who

1nto which the yams are planted These people also utllxze the typ1ca1

o slash and burn form of agr1cu1ture hii*f*“hw,fffffffv.t,{iafj[7ivﬂff,df aif

e
L

N°t °n1Y are the people of Ishan expert farmers but many
°5lmembers of thls group are excellent wood-carvers and clay—workers ]yzjf

. _ who produce obJects for the decoratlon of shrlnes and the chrefs

".f:mlgrated from Ben1n where artlsans produced magnlflcent pxeces of art”




‘Jafwork 1nclud1ng canoe bu11d1ng, a craft whlch has developed among thOSe
-‘people who 11ve near the r1ver nger ‘One other very spec1a11zed

) >H1ndustry 1s cloth weaV1ng A very spec1a1 type of cloth 1s woven by fif~"

“'f_women at Ewoh1m1 Other crafts practlsed are the maklng of mats, ropes

,“J'

‘ .

‘5'and 51sa1 bags..' eb ;f'* "_;f .: V“d'gffffili
‘;%. The speetal gymnastlc prowess of the Ishan people 1s”worthy
y?of note Whether th1s spec1a1 feature can be!attributed to the presence f;}ii;
df:of the red loose sand whlch is prevalent or: a: comblnatlon of thls and
fayother'factors remarns to be 1nvest1gated ‘_ ~va‘;‘ v. R
» .;;QE_;. The Owan Dlv1510n is" located at the-north-western

vf]iipart of the State, and deriVes 1ts name from the miln rlver’that blsects }dh;ff
"'i;the area . It was Oba Ozolua s. son Oraekpen who, w1th others emlgrated

E ;from Benln and founded Owan 4 The Yoruba and Nupe War ra1ds from the }{h;x{;u
v':_west and tﬁe north of ngerla respectlvely had con51derable cultural e

4

".1nf1uence on the people.: The Yoruba language 15 spoken by many people,vl»h

"oand there are many Moslems 1n some v111ages.

‘fdtf: A famlly 1n Owan can be descrlbed as "a group of people

*{aifWOrShlpplng the Sp1r1t °f a common grandfather"lwho is: represented %;_~,difhv

;i by 2 carved st1ck known as. "Ikute.V The "Ikute” remains 1" thevfamlly

- ?f3and 15 passed onto the most elderly man As was the case'w1th Benln,--Q’;:“

‘vjf, }age strat1f1cat10n of the male.populatlon 1s an 1mportant element¥

e T

fﬁln the social structure." The younger ones help 1n su" ~cqnmpnal,gprk

e ‘as bu11d1ng and ma1ntain1ng publlc places and markets.,:}ﬂnf}ﬁif

The older ones help 1n the general administratlon of_the

v111ages Many manr cases and ciVll dlsputes are settled




";*fupon at> any t1me for any labor serV1ce 1n the v111age

w7_thc agc grades and famlly groups Only in veryvrare cascs are dlsputes'; 9

vtaken to the: vlllage councrl Contrary to Ben1n and Ish, ch1efta1ncy
.‘rlls not heredltary, and the V111age head is usually the eldest tltled
| ;man T1t1e assoc1at10ns are very well Leveloped Age grade ln1tlat10n
: ioccurs once every three years, and each group 1s glven a name frOm the
f;tradltlonal 115t The 1n1t1at10n is a maJor ceremony and all men and %:i7;;;i1f
'~.»women take part There are.three groups of age sets V.fpd”:ft_:‘;d}vh"y;e_.Wﬁ;

(1) The "Otulslrln” comprlses nlne age grades 1n the age

_set (18 - 50 years) The respon51b111ty of these 1nd1v1duals 1s to

jprov1de the labor foce for the village, and the members can be called ;rbﬁfjfx_

(2) The "Otuleha" are the three age grades who have been ,fff

IfoWpromoted from the n1ne age grades of the "Otu151r1n,"band are usually

””fthe most senlor age grades They, together w1th the t1tle chlefs ;"Pjs'd »;;}*;

”;ffand the v111age head form the council of the Elders._ In addltlon,

"'rnthey COﬂStltUte the executlve arm pf the c0unc11 whose ma1n functlon ,*4*'v15

z,nlt is to adm1nlster the town.;"!;f” B

;,.Y-a‘ < L LR e S
SR (3) The ”Edlon" are the elders, and each holds the common

Uf]»tltle known as "EJere."' Membershlp to t1t1e assoclatlons 1s achleved

;"V

:f“:by payment of fees wh1ch are shared by the ex1st1ng members. A man
_who 15 unable to become a member of the t1t1e-assoc1jtlon has an opprobrlous ffpwf

i5t1t19 "OZO:" meanlng "a commOner "_ In a: counc1i'aEet1ng, ommoners are i

/

f,_.rarely aIlowed to speak In add1t1on,,commoners are never g1ven full

P**.igbur1al r1tes.. In famlly and V111age counc11‘meet1n88, women are. On ;ifi;;ﬁ;“~ =

,spec1a1 occa51ons, allowed to speak. ,,y,j,,-gva
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!

band"in mostwparts,of thrs'Diyrsion;:is particuiarlylsuited
'to the growlng of cocoa and thls fonms ‘the ma1n cash crops of.thefregion,
;h‘;At present there has been a- con51derab1e decrease of food productlon ash -
dffa consequence of the fact that many farmers have concentrated on ralslng fh o
fcchap . . , . SRS L
Cooperatlve farmlng 1s non erlstent 1n Owan ThekState, ,V'd o

‘”:-;Khowever operates an. exper1menta1 farm whlch 1s 1ocated at Waranke."_ 'f']”f

L The Uhonmora people of Owan'area are among the best pot
'-‘:fmakers in the-State ThlS has been made p0551b1e because of tth‘
“‘7,fp esence of spec1al clayey sorl Pots of varlous types and 51zes
:"hyare produced Regretably, no. attempt 1s be1ng made to develop thrs

'uklndustry Dy1ng and weavrng of clothes are popular 1n Otwa Other -?fi
"]icrafts are carving and soap maklng o Al

Customs relatlng to the b1rth of ch11dren are samrlar to those ;jt-f

e txof Ben1n and Ishan 1n many respects One 51gn1f1cant dlfference 1s ;f;,}}*f?

§~

that 1n the f1rst two years of a chlld's 11fe 1n Owan, there 15 a’
7.{Speclal ceremony, the "Oghare;" whereby mothers are able to ascertain ;f'ph'

‘the blrth days and the rlghtful p051t1ons of thelr chlldren 1n the

‘ v o
-«age group (There 1s ‘no- regrstratlon of blrths and deaths 1n the B

‘"v111ages and towns 1nc1uded 1n thlS study ) Durlng thlS ceremony,
_whlch 1s held once a.year, (tw1ce only for each ch11d 1n hlS 11fe-i f“
',"tlme) mothers assemble 1n the most sen1or ch11d’s place.u Any ch11d

Qi'born 1mmed1ately after one of these ceremonles 1s the senror of a11 ‘?7*"”"

i those born that year Mothers br1ng food whlch 1s shared by all

'f _present ThlS 15 the beglnnlng of communal 11fe for the chrldren.




L Boys and glrls have the1r own separate "Oghare" ceremony even though 3'

T:f; the nelghborrng Western State to farm and engage in the1r most favorltev»
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“they are both 1n1t1ated 1nto age grade at the age of about emghteen
Urhobo The Urhobos occupy the central southern parts of

l

;sfthe State, but\many of them have mlgrated to parts of the State and to

3

:' :occupat1on .palm 011 productlon 'ﬁ?’i‘~” t.'%i::d.fl:’ff“’“ _‘p:‘ o _x: e

L1ke other Edo speaklng peoples, there ex1sts among the

‘:f",.Urhobo s the broad three fold age grade d1v151ons < yoUng boys, adults

o Vand the Elders There are also age grades for women But as Bradbury ‘

o l'recorded the pattern of authorlty appeari to vary so much from one

"trlbe to another that 1t 1s 1mp0551ble to generallze sat1sfactor11y

=.ti;(BradburY: 1957 144) ThlS has been so because of ﬂhe 1nf1uences of

| “g'the varlous tr1bes from the eastern and western parts of N1ger1a and ';;[

*".from Ben1n that have settled 1n the Urhobo reglon in some areas,-r;nvbuvu

ﬁ‘;p there are counc1ls w1th the "0v1e" (the klng) as the head In others, '

"};u'ﬁevery dlspute is: referred to "0v1e" as the sole authorlty Many of

:1the age group t1t1es are of Benln or1g1n. Becomlng one of the "Odion" .1i:f” -

"""tltle holders 1nvolves conS1derable expense A man who cannot afford |

?’1jf1t is passed OVer Polltlcal author1ty 1s vested on the b851s of '1VT,;.5}~f
"‘~kinsh1p groups, age grades,,tltle assoclat1on, pr1esthood and sometlmesl? YL

V1nd1v1dua1 wealth There 1s no un1form1ty 1n the mode of succe551on ,7i"t:; R

SR

ijto the t1t1es ':‘lﬁlwif=

Most of Urhobo towns and lelages have a stretch of creek

‘h30r numerous ponds, 1n close physlcal prox1m1ty, whlch make the people Lo

:“f;noted frshermen and expert canoelsts.. FlSh are valued as food and

'",ifygf,f7f,._§ e




- use canoes to create a form of‘purse se1ne

[,;,w1thout them there could be no feasts ~ Thére are ‘many methods of -

. .

' collect1ng f1sh » - . .
(a) People collectlvely bale water out of ponds and r1vulets
;'after constructlng dams L -:cl3- o P. . _', o 7"-v' | R

(b) Nets are. used both by 1nd1V1duals and by groups who s

'(Cje Spears of up to. five prongs are also.used \\lheseespearss‘
~bgare locally made by the blacksmlths . B
| 1(dj .Hooks, balted w1th frogs and worms are also used
Ju_(e)ﬁhFlsh traps and barrages are frequently set by the.-
: .fis})‘e‘m_nen-: | s - 4 A . g R
e

3

o RUNRET I CL
Fishes.: T =

v_”f.(g)f:On occa51on, p01son 15 used 1n such d1stant water from ;ff RE

:Lrthe v111ages 7f}:ﬂ}fg.{\?f=‘“ s

The Urhobos are great experts in: palm 011 and palm kernel
:productlon Canoe bu11d1ng 1s a maJor 1ndustry Pottery, basketry
1and mat mak1ng are w1despread Wooden staffs and flgures are carved

The soc1a1 11fe of the people 1s 51m11ar in many reSpects ';“ '_

"1Jto those already dlscussed

o
‘.»

The b1rth of a ch11d usually takes places 1n the back verandah

Tg'of the house Chlldren are named on the elghth day followlng blrth, L ef':ﬁf

:"9ﬁ“jand the name is’ selected by the oldest man in the famlly C1rcumc131on Sl

ol ;15 done for both boys and glrls but the process of c11t0r1dectomy

:ifls extremely costly By about the agiiof srx the beys beg1n to follow h’}fiﬁg:'

"f‘!affg":.sl”‘



'emerged as a c1v11121ng force in the f1fteenth and 51xteenth centurles

-;transformed 1nto modern towns.g-_»"

,fare formal centrallzed polltrcal structure w’:‘
_,;:nnonogleu or. uov1e" respect1Ve1y as the ar1stocrat1c head In contrast,:.yhf-
'5§fthe p011t1ca1 structura 1n Owan and some parts of Urhobo 1s more

a}f:d1ffused and decentra11zed w1th a form of formal local government on

Nmfls the str§t1f1cat1on of the male populatlon 1nto age'grades organrzed

68

‘.thelr fathers to the bush to the streams and ponds, where the flshlng
»Als done, or. to the1r place of work on the farms. The glrls also begln

\~about this age to learn about domestlc dut1es from the1r mothers

Unjike other parts of the State, Urhobo women tend to be more actrve .1-
. ! - B

farmers than is the case" rn the other three areas* o

| '. _ggm_gy The four cultural groups under study (Benln, N

.Ishan Owan and Urhobo) are part of the old Benln Krngdom that ex1sted \j'

'}from about. the nrnth until the e1ghteenth century The Benln Emplre f:

oy

'and attracted early European contact

The M1d West State, as 1t 1s today, is. a nucleus of the old

‘Benrn Emplre : gt 1s a well deflned geographlcal unlt bounded by

”.rzrrvers. ]r"---ﬂg'gg'

The physrographlc features of fertlle 50115 m1xed vegetatlon

- {and a good amount of ra1nfa11 account for a predomrnantly agrfcultural
[State As Q reSult of ava11ab1e natural resources and modern techndlogy, 7._ ‘;f

;{new 1ndustr1es have emerged Many of the V111ages are fast berng

A 3 o
.

: and to some extent, parts of Urhobo, i;;“-vﬂh5jy;
o B LR LS
l*kmg "Oba" and

o— f

-"th% V111age leVel A common character15t1c feature of soc1a1 organlzat1oniff5;?“T
A L




)

?

‘ ;_ohAa village ieveli It.is only in Urhoboithat_there'are female age
grades. These age grades perform_ihportant political ahd-sociall'A
functlon in the communlty : |

The famlly structure in the four cultural groups rs composed -

_of several layers =~ the nuclear, 301nt and extendea famlly The

',unlversally de51red form of marr1age 1is polygyny and famllles are

>patr111nea1 Newborn bables are recelved with: warmth and treated
w1th 1ndu1gence, but as, the ch11dren grow up, tralnlhg becomes severe '
in form of reprlmands and corporal punlshments for mlsconduct

. Wh11e the maJorlty of the people are farmers, there are

I"those who. 5pec1allze in various crafts Many of the festlvals,ﬂ_

.'-é Ceremonles and rltes are shrouded w1th secrecy But on the whole, '

| the'peoplerare.bound'together;hy-the1r:very respected_trad1t;ons‘

o
-and -customs. -
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. - CHAPTER 1V SN
DESCRIPTION OF THE GAMES OR PLAYFORMS

The game struetures'of tﬁé four groups of Edo-sPeaking'peoples
who»formed,the,dore of-this study were noteworthy for‘several‘germaine;
. reasonsrﬂ In-the‘first instance; the'great yariety of struetures, the .. -
‘number of heterosexual based games, the extent ‘of the age range of
.'the part1c1pants and the 1mp1ements used were\of spec1§l s1gn1f1cance
’ Most games requlred a m1n1mum of group organlzatlon and preset tlmes

'for part1c1pat10n were not frequently requ1red On many occa51ons, '.A'N ;’.'Vai
:-the services of an’ ump1re were. not needed %&Part1c1pants would mutually |

. . SN L
play to the rules of the games

Although some of the games de5cr1bed below are assoc1ated Th
wrth some r1tua1$, no attempt 5& made e1ther tollnterprete or g1ve
'detalli of these rltuals as they are shrouded w1th secrecy.l The u“‘,

: focus 1s on the chlldren & play forms or play acts of these sa1d |
h r1tualsr Custom would not permlt chlldren to "play" the real r1tual
;:1f at. all they know ': 'hu ﬁ% S

Some ag111ty exerc1ses t at do not qu1te f1t the deflnltlon

"“

: vof a game are 1nc1uded malnly becau e. such play forms help to soc1a11ze S
~“fthe l‘lldren There 13 one term for all playaforms 1n these cultures.‘v‘g'iﬂ.

. Wrestllng actlvitles are not 1ncluded as games because,

among these cultures, they are not voluntary control act1v1t1ésl'»'?7

/ -

‘\*Anger frustratlon and hostrllty are often precursors of these



N

\'\\k»A . | o . 71.'

S ye

. activities and as a‘consequence'they were not deemed a part of the

1

. ‘p.analysis They are kept in Appendlx B. <§:pv;} '

game structure of the\studylgroup. E B ‘ P

All the games th could be collected.from l1terature, oral

descrlptlon personal experlence and observatlon were recorded . No N

¢

e

¥
sampllng was done. The folloW1ng descrlptlons are based upon the

materrals gathered durlng the f1e1d work phase In some cases two -or
three éames of a 51m1lar type have been: descrlbed in order to create .an

Y

1mage of the d1ver51ty of game structure from group to group among the Edo. -

P

" Benin Klngdom) already referred to Asaba was 1ncluded ‘in Benan DlVlSth

But because of the close prOX1m1ty of Asaba to the nelghborlng

B State (East Central State) 1nhab1ted by the Ibos, the pedple 'S (Asaba)
] way of life has been greatly 1nfluenced by t?p{r nelghborsfand no study-.'»'

about the people was done L d' 2 //:_i:_; =

[

; ' The games of Asaba were colledted ‘and ‘were. not sub;ected to
7. .

PR - '1.".. “T“i T e o )
' .li ISSE Isse was’ a game. whlch drew part1c1pants from boys

)

‘ and g1rls between the ages of four and twelve.- Apparently there was

h * no spec1fic place de51gnated where the,game was tb be played In p01nt

~ l‘

of fact,plt could be played both 1ndoors and outdoors The number of

R

: players fell between two and 51x wlth the 11mit1ng factor bernz the _-h

R

quantlty of Isse seeds wh1eh were avallable These seeds (IsseJ were

In Bradbury s ethnographlc survey of Sbuth~Wéstern N1ger1a (the o
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usually collected whenvfarmers‘undertook»to clear-thefbushland‘tor-thelr”
4 farms. The ,seeds were drled and stored away‘so‘that they could be |
used all the yearrround o | | | - ’_?‘
‘ The rule structure was basically the followlng pattern As
soon as two or more players agreed to play, they seated themseIVes in
a c1rcle w1th the Isse seeds placed in the centre. The game was
started w1th a player taklng a handful of seeds whrch were thrown 1nto

the alr and caught on ‘the back of the hand The quantlty of seeds |

.so caught Were again- tossed 1nto the air off the back of the hand

oo

| and the player then attempted to catch them in the palm The player

- was restrrc%gd to the use of one hand The seeds caught on thlS

- / '
second toss were kept The other players follow one at a t1me proceedlng'

' counter-clockw1se around the c1rcle _ The seeds caught by each on the

t

‘f1rst round became the obJect for garn or loss on subsequent rounds of

| play . _
}‘f If on the second and subsequent rounds the number of seeds

ai‘caught in the palm was odd the plaxer to the rrgh had to grve an
"equal number ‘of seeds to the tosser. If howeVer, the number of seeds

'_caught was even then the tosser surrendered the seeds to the player on :

s
A .

'_his rrght. Some sk111 was requlred by good players as well as good -
| ‘_‘ In the event that a player 1ost all of hls seeds he w<§:?1Ven y;nf?c
". a second opportunrty to contlnue 1n the game in’ the followlng manner

&<

5;The person to whom the seeds were surrendered secretly placed a few

-s

";seeds in hrs palm and asked the unfortunate mate to guess 1f the number

'?*-.» . o e
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. was odd or even. ‘If the.guess was.correct .the seeds were g1ven to -

bthe player, 1f not, the player w1thdrew and the game contlnued
No eV1dence was uncovered as - to the or1g1n of this game -and
Cin fact the game appeared to be- of 11m1ted popularlty in that it was 1
not found amOng the Owans and Ishans Chlldren play the game throughout.
the rarny and dry season but because of the sklll d1men51on and hand- S
| .eye coord1natron, 1t was not played durlng the moonllt perrodsl
The scarorty of Isse. seeds, due to the very d1stant farms,-.d
. makes the games not .as popular as 1t was in: the past )

2. ASEDJEVWO AsedJevwo is a common varlatlon of Isse w1th -

a few 51gn1f1cant changes The game tended to be’ popular among boys

: : z
'w;and g1rls between the ages of four and ten w1th number of players béﬁng

y

'restrlcted by the quantlty of seeds ava1lab1e No spec1fic space

','requlrements were st1pdlated and t1me 11m1ts are non ex1stent There_iii‘.'

-_[ 1s no spec1f1c or formal arrangement of players. At the outset, all ">>;1"‘

'“.of the seeds were shared equally by the players and one part1c1pant
1n1t1ated the game by secretly plac1ng a number of seeds 1n hls palm _'
and asklng the person next to h1m t01§ness whether the number was. ase~ j=»*ﬂ

<

':(an odd number) or od1 (an even number) If the guess was rlght thev.f

o player forfelted all of‘the seeds he held ;n h1s hand If the guess ;{:;k“‘

’.‘. ~ 1

- was, Wrong, the player*was pald angequal number of seeds to those in e

::the Palm‘ A partlcrpant w1thout seeds w1thdrew from the game and the?;hff'f"?ls

<‘

L ;last rema1n1ng player was named the wxnner.

‘.S;f ODO RERE ODO Odo rere odo 1s a game of endurance thatg

hf,pls played by both sexes of Urhobo chlldren but vthh is a part1cular e

4,\.



.
:taVOUrite among girlsd Two groups of .equal number are needed to create
a playlng un1t and the odd person, should one be present walts 1n
the 51de11nes to JOln the group on the next round ThlS person 1nvar1ably
pJolns 1n w1th the 51ng1ng A con51derable amount of space 1s requ1red .
and ‘as a consequence, the game is pr1nc1pally plqyed outdoors 1n the ,.fl_;f.
'streets or at the back of the house A number ‘of pebbles or seeds areli

gathered and the two groups of chlldren form up 1n rows fac1ng each i’f

'other at a. dlstance of some ten to f1fteen yards.. (ThlS dlstance 15

:

*rf;varred accordlng to the age of the players ) Each group selects 1ts

_.own leader, most frequently on the bas1s of age, d pr1nc1ple followed

-by the. adult Urhobo 1n selectlng the1r leaders. Théafeaders decrde on

i the number of seeds to be used and then they commence the game._ The ""‘

,leader of one group, holdrng all of the seeds for that group, hops from
dlfhls p051t10n to the other group, c1rcles the group and then returns fff
-'.ﬂ"home" where he hands seeds one at a time to each of hls fellow players.-i-uh‘“
.dOnce the player starts to hop towards the opp051ng srde he must not |

. E . (
5fuchange legs If the tra111ng leg touches the ground that person 1s

V'j:dlsqua11f1ed_ Should the player drop a seed, 1t can be recovered wrthout

I3

penalty The process contlnues untll all the seeds have been glven {]"

g o

";;out to one. side It is then the,turn for the opp051ng sxde to follow

the same pattern When all the rounds are made, tH@‘team which has v?f*¢,~ -
, LA o

. ’..fewer players dxsqual1f1ed 1s the w1nner (see Figure Shg

Throughout the whole perzod of play, players of one team

- lslngs a song to cheer on the actlve player thus._‘;f

SRR Odo rere odo jfﬁ;”57:5f7 j',7 ST A

-rz Odo rere odo kpo ovo.;ff"




s played all year ronnd L 1 '-‘74 ;

~_twelve was the street game, Oko An 1ndef1n1te number of players

- could part1c1pate and‘the game was popular dur1ng moonlzt1 perlods

:fThe youngsters themselves would construct these balls by weaV1ng the f;:'
: flbrous materlals 1nto a sphere whlch 1$ l1ght in welght but not very

‘durable .f tf-:A "f.;:d{f,7--f¥’ ff:fbiflffpl j@;~;.

| The other players scattered (1n a des1gnated area) 1n an attempt to

f_"flttlng;trlbute” to thlS player '7;3f}-upg.: -

.moon at Wthh time the area .is- brlghtly llghted by the - clean white L
. light permitting many. forms of activity. It should be noted ‘that day11ght -
- -'and -dark. perlods are approxlmately equal all year‘round;;
' y.to 1ts prox1m1ty to the equator S e e '

""J'lproperly when he was born. It ds.a soc1al st1gma.<,,p.fg}__ ,V:V\Z'An”}ftf'

This sonﬁaprov1desia‘beat or rhythm for the active player. The game

-

4 959.~ A favourlte game amOng boys, aged about‘f1ve to

v

¢

The only equlpment requlred was a bhll some 3" to 5" 1n d1ameter andwa '

1mprovrsed from the trunk and leaves of plantalns and banana plants.h o

One player was de51gnated as "It" and was glven the ball

: ;‘av01d be1ng h1t by the ball When 1t was thr0wn by "It ". Any player,;;
f;upon belng struck by the ball became the new "It" and the game contlnued ;;}7"
mtunt11 ended by the group leader The last "It" was often rid1cu1ed by

L "the other players as belng the one wlth the most offen51Ve body odour.?;ptp" o
;‘lh;As ‘a mark of thlS St1gma the last "It" had to retazn the ball until -
o the next game The ball by thls t1me 1s tattered dlrty and thls .;7‘;;”C‘

fcoupled w1th the natural and strong odour of the planta1n makes 1t i,

.l

\.g‘.

- T‘V#

The term mOOn-llght refers to thb-per;od of half to full

Y

n- N1ger1a.dueun

2A person w1th a’ strong body odour 1s one' who was not bathed
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5. AI‘L(‘UA. 'Boys.and girls 'bet'wecnv the ages of 'five- and' ‘
' thIVC play thls bamc mdrnly outdoors Fherc is u 51mllar game in o

many parts of the btate popularly known as. Okeleke Okeleke where ) v‘a'_f; f,f”

'u\,
v

s st1cks.are used. But 1n Ategua, palm kernels are used Th;s 1s

'v expected as there are many palm trees 1n thbs part of the State-; tt.73::

o

The players all s1t 1n a c1rc1e each w1th a palm kernel
f To the rhythm of a’ song, each player taps the ground w1th the palm

,'kernel But to the rhythm of the refraln of the song, the palm'kernel
: o

is passed Contlnu°051y t0 the next person ant1 clockwxse 1; dOes f_ff"='

‘.happen that some players are unable to keep to the rhythm and flnd them— f**'fﬁu

S “selves in posse551on of more than one palm kernel at a: tlme At other ﬁ\_ P

‘”}'_No -one 15 allowed to pass more thanxone palm kernef at a 1me.. There ﬁzf f{%§§

dli’;people (see F1gure 9)

"f}trmes, some pTayers dellberately keep‘out of the rhythm to make the ?jj;f"r

;5_next player possess more than‘gne kernel at one tlme. The only rule J’f»"';"v

’1n the game 1s that anyone 1n posse351on of two palm@kern"lsils e11minated

ffare perlodlc stops to check defaulters.:a:;;;fip'“

EMENI RE METE Dur1ng the moon11t perlods of the'dry

R

‘nlseason,,the young g1rls (aged 7 = 12 years) in Urhobo»frequeﬂtly part1c1pate

kvln an actlvity wh1ch 1s termed Em1n1 re Mete The grrls 51t close

'together‘an two 11nes facxng 1nwards., The~positlons are establlshed

'}so that one player s legs are extended alternately between those of

It 1s usual for an'even nmmber of_grrls to




‘ :iff materlals to and from the V111age )

.-77_

composed of one of the glrfs'Asmall 101n ciothes) in. such a way that

the pad 1s prOJected off the end The two end teams attempt to keep

the bundle "1n play" on the 11ne for 1f the pad ot bundle should fall

to the ground on thelr end they must w1thdraw from the game If the jh B
pad or bundle falls to the ground between the iegs of the players |

1t is put back 1nto play w1thout forfelt or punlshment

As the vigorous up and down movement of the legs continues

the players chant thlS rhythm

Em1n1 Re Mete
Gbe Gbe Re Gbe P
Kl Ru Rue Rn Kerhe ,i‘d

L1tera11y translated the sonE means that thlS pad, 11ke other_'tfﬁﬁﬁ .

pads for carrylng loads, 1s a "flow1ng r1ver " '(The pad iSyllke those '#'Tif"'

w

used by people to ease thelr burden as they carry their loads The

I

" concept of ”flow1ng r1ver“ would be ak1n to the "flow1ng" of goods
__r

along the Vlllage paths as people carry foodstuffs, water and other f{fif}[iyw“7

A game w1th 51m11ar outward charaoter1st1cs 1s played by

.

OMANU RA YO GU‘. ThlS 1s a gam?wfor boy and

to 1nhab1t the bush that-surrOunds thé;v;llage




*f,catch whoever 1s unable to run back 1nto the c1rc1e.: Runnlng 1nto
iythe clrcl;)represents safety If he succeeds, then the person caught
. . L
uf" becomes t

) f’and thrown 1nto a nearby bush

‘jiﬂthe cruel treatment, yet thevfun of the game 15 e

B

78
durlng the day lhe player who is desrgnated the "caller" who phy51ca11y -.l‘
tags other players, represents the prlest of the gods and so anyone ;..
caught by the prleSt must surrender hlmself or- herself to the gods

In the follow1ng manner one ch11d draws a c1rcle on the ground

?fw1th the r1ght foot ‘ He stands at the centre of the c1rc1e wh11e others _,f,_

\ i

.'place only thelr rlght foot at the edge of the c1rcle One person’!rvggid_l_

f:j 1s the "caller" f He calls, "whatever 15 glven to\Orogun!" the rest f'?f U

reSpond "Orogun accepts'" As thlS 1s belng repeated they move round

‘:~{ the c1rcle ant1 clockw1se When the "caller" saysv"The last to leave
"A';the c1rc1e," all respond "Orogun takes h1m.". Wlth thlS they all run j“)"';

h out of the c1rc1e, chased by the."caller " Anyone touched by the "caller" B

vl

lfv1s the VICtlm who 1mmediate1y announces to the others that he had been ‘:v'**"

J*caught In order to'redeem hlmself the V1ct1m has to cHase others to

\...

"caller" and the game is. repeatedii But 1f he fadls to A _;ﬁﬂf:

He runs back t@3301 :hrs mate g

C

EJE EGBO



“.both adults and chlldren kceb away from these Spots
| lhrs Lame is played by about twenty to th1rty chlldren, both
,_eé' 'hhlboys and g1rls A very large c1rc1e is drawn on the ground w1th the
: h.::foot.i One Chlld represents the sp1r1t from the V1rg1n forests, and e
”remalns at the centre of the c1rcle He shouts "EJe Egbo" to hlS mates
‘rh‘who stand out51de the c1rcle and they in turn respond "Gbo'" | Thek;lfs
hhh'"splrlt" ch11d then exPla1ns that whoever he catches becomes the new e
” ”;ﬁﬁsplrlt He chases hlS mates who run to a11 dlrectlons . But as.soon R

; as any of them runs back to the c1rc1e, the player is safe -Anyone~_ijf,h '

ncaught/plays the "sp1r1t" and the game 1s repeated l~d:l[ ;tf_f-

it e
Sha

iBI HE E E Thls 15 One verslon of the'"BteathholdIng Game"{}af

i ;that 1sbcommon 1n the State \ It 1s malnly played by glrls andﬁln the o

1';diopen space dur1ng moonllght, apparently because of the fresh air needed
kh;{Qulte often boys act as a source of d1srupt10n by dorng o; say1ng funny

“saf.thlngs to d1stract the gtrls. The exerclse 1s a test to determsne

'how long a glrl can hold her breath Any g1r1 who breaks her song ‘}-"fl“

'h.[becomes a. loss to her g;oup (see Flgure 10)

In thls partlcular verson, fourteen glrls;formed two groupsi?

'"f:of seven on each 51de : Each group formed a row faci gxthe other group.

“f;the dlstance between‘the:two_groups 1s about?fifteen feet. (depending

‘gf;on the age of the chtldren) whlch is. shorte than.that'of anotherAl,
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"‘to each member of her group CIf she breaks the song before she: completes j
"'the total rounds her group loses a po1nt After every member of the
two groups has had a turn, the group w1th the greater number of success-»h .
H ful ones 'is the w1nner. The game can be repeated "” t‘ ’ | H
i .flo,> IBIEFRE In many ways the game of Ib1efre has thei.~
B characteristlcs of the European game of "Jacks" and 1t is- also 51m11ar’

°

to Isse Any number of players, usually g1rls between the ages of seven*p';'

"fffand twelve may play The g1rls gather a large number of dr1ed uncrackedih“ :

"fl'palm nuts aPProx1mately about two hundred wh1ch they crack remove the ‘51¢ .

-the game) commences the game by takmg two handfuls of nuts, tosses , .

LR X
PR

‘:f[kernelssand place 1n the centre of the rlng or c1rc1e All players thenfiﬁibf

"srt around the nuts and the flrst player (usually the one who 1n1t1ated

;:,Tthemﬁln the a1r 51mu1taneously and attempts to catch them on the back el

.

>R70f the hand The player tosses the nuts a second t1me and attempts .Qiﬁf¢.;-*7

- to. catch them in her palms.. Dur1ng these two processes, some of the nuts;;_ffi

s

:TZfifall to the floor or the earth ' Havlng captured a number of drred

'731nto the a1r and attempts to se1ze as many nuts as p0551ble from the

- palm nuts the same player contlnues by tossmg one of her "captlves" ' el

\

‘{‘centre r1ng before catchlng the nut wh1ch she had ear11er thrOWn into

The person who amassl‘

aptured
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‘j}fjt’ﬂmm.haO“' f:\b757 meLMNmﬁfﬁ&“fxz

bf‘Méaningﬁj;”MY Chlldrenln,~ **,ff i U;' "Yes!" g’ﬁi’;ﬁ

o  12 FEKO FEKO Chlldren of both Séxes. between__the ages of

i 7
[

S

11, UBI klA Boys and~girls betkeeh the agos-of'fivc,and

ten love'this.game It is alwa)s plaved at the front of the house

;The leader represents a mother whose trad1t10nal place 1s the home

The boxs and glrls -who part1c1pate in the game are all ch1ldren to

<

thls “mother e Thls "mother“ has a glft for the chlldren whlch she

: _uants the chlldren to. struggle to possess. ’%;",_

fe, .

The game takes th1s form The "mother" stands at the front o

: of the house w1th the g1ft All the other chlldren stand outs1de,'
’“kllttle dxstance from fhe "mother" who holds a round obJect possmbly

f}a frult, and Calls on other ch11dren thus

. "Emone 0'"lf:"ff fﬁ _:[frivt They answer.»'"Eh!n';f“;}n-
'"Emone ,OJ t,» ‘ v. They answer: v':"'Ehl"' :A : R
L "Ewo de mu r1e O!" - fiffﬁft:?héY3éhsﬁeif}}"Eh'"f’;[

.;;;”MY chlldren'"‘tgf;ﬁj”n,ji "Yesl" e

S"Jf.]"A seed 15 com1ng" (money) . UYesIU-.”':

”:75‘"For you to buy foodﬂﬁ t?f"~ "Yes!"

"I‘he seed (money) fausn- L e e

And she throws the obJect to the chlldren.

'I‘he game contlnues._-'_v
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.
|
!

| of chlldren in.a group, the happaér they are. A leader, perha s one‘
- who has a good voice leads others in the song for the game. |
The players form a c1rcle Jo1ng hands The leader le&ds |
and they all sing thlS song | |
: Feko Feko Feko Iye. Iye
: Feko Feko Feko Iye Iyev_,-
Ofagbe boroma no Feko '
.E - e - e~ e ofagbe boroma no Feko Iyeye
"As‘they 51ng,‘they dance round 1n a c1rc1e ‘One ls’allowed ff:-c.
to dance to the centre of the c1rc1e and also to change places 1n the E
:.Cerle Wh11e slng1ng and dancrng, all are expected to stoop at the end
m’of the‘song ‘The last to do thlS is elfm;:atedb A player so e11m1nated
bgoes to the centre of the c1rcle to. help both 1n 51nglng and enforc1ng 3

"the-rule At the 1n1t1al stage, all the player& take part 1n po1nt1ng

out. the player who stoops last. The game contlnues An thlS fashlon hf{;gﬂfg}‘f
o X3 AR S Sl

o Quntll the ch11dren t1re of the act1v1ty~“1255f15ftfdi‘ lf“;:'ir7'5jl?v o
'”':13{7.559 Eko is one of the many marble games 1“ the State "{fvlﬁ?f

‘fi.Many marble games are played both by adultg.and chlldren a11ke Over

,_'4~..

”'~ﬁy;[the years Eko has become a game for chlldren only in some v111ages.py"“'

'“;7_3Forty eight marbles, four 1n each hole are'used The g eﬁcan b

'ihjf;fklnds and both grow wild 1“ the 1°°al buSh

[} ? i R

B lA p1ece of wood carved w1th twelve holes (as 1n Flgurell) 1s the 1deal

"Ifapparatus for the game Bﬁt ch11dren usually d1g holes 1h:the grOUnd ixb:

. -

There are many ver31ons of thls game of marbles.

' h’holes to players

e
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. . \ . . ) . —. .. . g . T . .'~_. ‘ . ‘ _' . .‘ »‘ .
})'——*”— -4,\ - "Only-one marble at a time is dropped into each hole anti-clock-

wise whlle playlng Only four marbles in a player}s_hole ¢an be ion.
| o o L
by hlS opponent

v . =‘.(, o

Where the wooden frame is used the game can, be played both
S . .

1ndoors and at the front of the houses Marble games are played all-

the Year;round A game of Eko by two players is descrlbed below.-'~': "i;lj;*?

PR G
e

Each player possesses six holes : There are four marbles in

¥ 2N <

eath?hole The senlor, g age, of thé“tWo starts the game“’,The player

1takes all four marbles from one hole and drops one marble 1n each 'ﬂ, foi~?'ﬁ
| hole anti- clockwlse and where the last marble drops, he carrles all the ;;3§vip;
marbles 1n that hole and contlnues dropplng unt11 the last marble‘drops L #
in an empty hole The opponent starts w1th that one marhle wh1ch he

fplaces in the next hole and carr1es the whole marbles 1n that hole and

o jcontlnues the same exerc15e But as the marbles are. dropped round 1nQ:315 ff,f

‘l. all the twelve holes, each player 15 watchful to see 1f anymof h1s s1x
‘ v,s...

' holes conta1ns four marbles and these he removes as hav1ng won them |

The 1mportant rules are

"’l'y(l)b Players alternate when a player- 4ﬁast marble drops»1nto l;aff

(2) Only one marble is dropped 1nto one, hole at a t1me

”‘an empty hole ’.:hff;ff*

C g}fts) IrreSpectlve of who 1s play1ng, a. plafer who at any one

VR s

When the marbles are too fewvto

equally among the p1~yers. The player w1th.|>




- A4

marb les is the winner. The loser or the one with the' least number of

P .
marb]es is glven the Opportunlty to\§tart a second game,

14. OTOLERARA In this game'and in some others like it, -

. Sl i
. . 7’

: tJe Chlld who 1n1@xates it is usually the leader. .This is a game for
)

boys, and as many “as twenty can play it in the street and at the back

4

of the house. It is played mainly during the day, with the only .implement

N f . . .
o ! | C e . 2 )
being an uprooted‘grass or shruf which is used to hit a person.

* The leader becoues‘the flrst "It," and holding the implement
.

asks, "Who took ‘my grass”" to Wth‘ all others w{lll respond that

&

"I did!". The leader then chases the others and 1f he succeeds in
h1tt1ng anyone, that person becomes the new "It." The game contlnues}

. - . f ‘
When the ?It” chases‘any particular individUal, others stop to watch .
‘and enjoy the §ﬁh.” » ' L. H_ - ' R

In order,to put a stop to the chasing and also»the game,.the;

v

leader puts some sand on his chest and shouts that he 1s no more a
‘.member_of the grOup.- ThlS is echoed by the rest and so ends the game
15.. ABOKI. Of all tﬂe gue551ng games played in the State,;
bok1 15 one of the most d1ff1cult Although boys and g1rls play 1t,-
1t tends to attract boys more than glrls It. 1s layed»both 1ndoors
- and outdoors A large squaregdrawn on. the grovun(d f T the game is - .
shown on.Flgure‘lZ.» The small c1rcles (twelve 1n number) are numbered
s well as‘being narked with dlagonal_anes Each of the double d1agona1; o
lines. ha$ a name;—}“Gidigidi"'and “dbi‘ A seed or: ;ebble 15 put in H

‘ each of the twelve small c1rcles The central large c1rc1e 1s used

. to store the seeds durlng the' play B s *-fa

.



~seventh c1rc1e )
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.

The guesser is allowed otilly one guess at a time. Although

. ) X ' :
two groups or teams are selected ‘for the game, only a member from each
LY, ’ i : ’ ’ ’

team can take active part at a time. Other members are not expected

to help their teammates but must wait for their turn.

L}

\

Each group elects one person to-startvthe_game: One decides

to do. the guessing and the'other po{nts to the circles and'lines.

The guesser turns his back to ‘the large square The one who p01nts Coa

says ”AbOkl" and the guesser repldes, ”Take that seed to the centre'

]

"Take. that seed to the Centre.circlethdiThe pointer pdinting to circle

N : r

.

ﬁhumbii'one asks;, "Is 1t this?" The guesser if he knows the game

answers "No" because the seed had been -removed. The p01nter then

4
circle." The p01ntep p01nts to cifcle number one and asks, ”Is it
this?”’to which the guesser mEQIies,'”Yes.”-~Th6‘seed is-then‘removeddm“.
to the centre circle.. The pointer repgats "Aboki."  The guesser replies, .

'\' . .'»v

'p01nts to c1rcle number two to whlch‘the guesser says ”Yes" and the

seed is removed to the centre c1rc1e The same process 1s repeated

N

- for, c1rcle number three ‘to which two ”No” answers are expected (for

c1rcles number one and number two) ‘before "Yes” for c1rcle number thred,

that-rs '"No," ”No,ﬂ ”Yes." The c1rc1es and the d1agonal 11nes are

-

‘treated the same«except that when_the p01nter touches the 11ne numbe?”n'

I i o
P

‘four _the guesser is expected td‘say ”G1d1g1d1 " So 1f the p01nter, B

3

Tfor examp}e, polnts to c1rc1e numbe; SeVen, the rlght answer expected

answers represents the prev1ous C1rc1es, the dlagonal 11nes and the

o N I3 .

‘ iS'”NO-”‘”NO'” ”No " "Gldlgldl,"t”obl,"‘"No,' and "Yes '(Each of'thef EE



e
~

\
s

VO at any pcﬂnt the gueéser’ﬁuils to*suy the rléht answer,

he cxchanges place W1th the p01ntor - The~ person who has the greatcst

N

number of seeds in the centre c1rc1e is the w1nner Other members of
the group who have been watchlng Wlth keen 1nterest are then glven a

K\ 4 \\
~_chance to take part. .lt could be an rnd1v1dual or team victory.~

‘ 16. AKHUE. xhere appears | to beaas'manyAversions‘of thﬁs“..
,marble game as there are ethnic groups in the State But one common_”
feature 1s that it is a game enJOYed by both boys andta:ths . AA.i T
.51mple ,court for the gamee(shown in F1gurel3), whlch is drawn by foot
-on the‘ground, is placed in any open space either at the front or back .- i
‘of the house It is. nevtr layed atan1ght because the spec1al marbles‘
used for thejgame;Awhrch gr%w\wlld in farm places, are dark coloured
The game is played by=two or-four players Each team under-

-

takes to "plant" the marbles on 1ts own half of the court The
”K1ng” marble is planted at the centre as shown 1h the dlagram One
~marble 1s left to start’ the game, ‘which is’ commenced by a member who

“spins hi's last remainrng marble toward the opponent s court 1ﬁ an, attempt

wto drslodge as many marbles -as possrble The dlslodged marbles are

used by members of the opp051ng team 1n return The two teams alternate ’AT“”,:

land the team that flrst succeeds 1n dlslodgxng all the opponent's marbles

. s
s

'There are few rules 1n the game

*(l) To make a: throw valld a marble must - spln

RN

_(2) If“ by mlstake, player knocks or dlslodgea hls own marble

A,1t should be to the credlt of the oppOnents and should not be replanted

A . o ST T :



P

C o ise

" Figure 13." Akhue or Ise.. . - .

L)

R



‘courts at the start. of the game. .

»

.. ‘ ’ . . .
‘e " EE
o

(3) Any player who dlslodges the‘"0v1e“ (Klngi is not

allowed to show h15 teeth unill he is able to dislodge another marble

_*}

CIf h1s teeth are’, shown, the,"Klng” is replanted (The show1ng of" teeth :t"

- . is a form{of rldrcule, and the "Klng" 1s above r1d1cule ) f‘ o o 3;5

(4) There shall be an’ equal number of marbles rp the two* t'

(5) A player can dlslodge as many marbles as p0551b1e durlng v

t

L‘

onethnm _ l S - N E | ,.f_ . : o

17. FIEGE. Flege is a type of Tug ~of- War contest Hlstorlcally,(;.

7

a cow was strangled to, death by two contestlng V1llages 1n honor 0 the _

'god of war.k Each V1llage elected ab%e bodied men. who would undergo a Z

~ local priests

l 11ne, they are the w1nners Some members of the two grOups stand by

serles of preparatlons for the contest The tra1n1ng perlod lasted or !{

. l . AN
three.lunar months Part of the preparatlons 1nvolved rltuals w;th thev”""

'd

At the app01nted date and place, a b1g cow was presented by _;.;':

:‘the elders of the two contestlng V111ages The cow was held at each

r,end by only f1ve men from each v1llage Wh11e the cow. was be1ng strangled

'to death, other members sang_warﬂsoﬁgs.; o '04' ':”bft

'1Today,'instead of a'cow; children use'any strong twine orl

. ‘rope forrthiS'cOntest There 1s ‘a 11ne of demarcatlon and 1f one team

‘succeeds 1n pulllng the flrst member of the oppos1ng team beyond thlS

E

' 5'to cheer the1r team Where a rope is not ava1lab1e, chlrdren form a’

bjcha1n by holdlng to each others walst " The contest can be seen 1n

F1gure14 Adults a150'part1c1pate,‘ fiif: - o :i-:_-'jdff- ‘[ulff"[ o

T S AR S R ISR BT




.18._ EDA. - This is a very old target'shoqting play activity.

It is played~mainly by boys‘and young adults (aged fivewto twenty) at,

s

Y

thc hack of houscs. The twa 1mplomcnts uscd dre 1llustratcd in llgurq, 15§

The "Eda“ is. made of soft mater1als from banana and plantain trunks

\

| Th ’”Edada” is a carved p01ntedJ§t1ck

‘;Rart1c1pants,,each with his own "Edadaﬁf form d wide circle .

&

. . ,
] . S ° '
. N A

with one.perSOn at the centre. As the per;on at the centre sw1ngs .

the ”Eda" round above h1s waist he1ght, each person attempts to ‘hit

it w1th the "Edada" wh1ch st1cks to it. There are few rulés to be

Yow

observed in ‘this game.

(1) ~T@ W1n a point -a player must.flrst str1ke the wh1r11ng

.

"Eda" w1th hlS "Edada,”'and .then remove 1t after one complete revolutlon
- "._(2) But 1f someone else H1ts the "'Eda" before one complete

revolutlon the p01nt 1s 1ost

(3)‘ F1ve p01nts are requlred for a W1nner to leave the c1rc1e

'(4) The last person 1n the c1rc1e is subJected to all klnds‘:~‘

‘

h'of hum111at1ng treatment, and could be thrown rnto a nearby bush

_19."-' UDODO. A game smllar to Eda 15 that of Udodo in that
. -(——-

' both reqblre a hlgh level of hand eye coordanatlon, and are played predomlnan

by boys and young adults, and -are popular a11 the year round Unllke d

' A

e

_ E;a wh1ch is: played 1n\S:e back of the houses, Udodo 15 a street game ’t

A splnner or top Jlke il lement is’ created by carv1ng a p1ece of woo&b

.1nto @ con1ca1 shape (see F1gure 17), an "Ugbuda"‘ht whlp 1s constructed

from a thread-llke flbre of one of the local shrubs and is: t1ed to the
end of a short s}i&k (see Flgure 18)
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. Figure 14. Fiege.
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© Figure 20.
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Figure 17. Udodo or Agbe.
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Figure 22
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’ plant it 1n the sand before wh1pp1ng it into motlon

4 l Y

The first player sets the "Udodo" spinning then whips it with

whlle it is stlll sp1nn1ng for another dlstance ‘Two or more players'

could have a race w1th thelr "Udodo." .
- .

. . ‘4 i 4 N
"The first player to whip his "Udodo" (still spinning).to a

given destination is the winner, ' A competltor whose "Udodo" stOpped

soa

mﬁwsplnnlng,durlng the race. WLthdraws . w_m,,,ﬂ,w;;_”www»v,,wswws_-;”;,uu,w_

T A reasonably h1gh level of sk111 is requlred to play thls

'»‘the ”Ughuda" for a distance. The player then runs to whip the "Udodo"

game, and the younger chlldren often hav d1ff1cu1ty in settlng the _f

. ”Udodo" into a sp1n w1th the1r hands As a consequence they oftenf

-/

&
€

' A variation of thls game is for two players tp compete to

. i

see who can keep hxs ”Udodo" splnnlng for the longest tlme w1th a.
. .

to. play a 51m11ar game (Glassford 1970 198) e 1_ j_ ,

20 UKEGBO. Both boys and g1rls play thlS h1de and seek

game{' As many chlldren as ‘are able to get<£ogether can play the game

Cf? Amo Te 51u51
'"-,Oro SlUSl ,’je"'-;]*‘y R '_,,_J'f;~a _
R . ,V'"_Ow'o,lr'o'ni nlre Ye L

e

s ’ _V.'Obru dJO Khore

thlS w111 have hlS mother s and father s legs cut "

.s1ng1e wh1p Esklmo ch11dren 1n¢&he Canadlan arct c have been known) E

The players form a 51ng1e 11ne and beg1n to- 51ng thls song i"

“Owo ro. se\fe“ye f»f‘ R ,f._’_"vQ;;;;',“f St

’“f Meanlﬂg*‘\"Oh come and let us make a c1rc1e ' Anyone who fa;ls to do S



-

-t

" and plcks one to beg1n or

As no child wants gis parents legs to be cut, all make a
. g T - ~

GirNe with their toot on the ground.”

One player is called ”Egbo" (Ram) -and. he is the f1rst "It "

o4

- %
All*ogher players then go to hide. The ""Egbo" announces that he is

ready to come oqtﬁ“hnd,those in hiding reply'”No.V- When-therevrs no

A

further reply to his stdﬁement the "Egbo“ tries to catch or tag one

gﬁught is the new ”It"'(Egbo) Any Agbo' “It" who fails to tag anyone

LIRS

' is called‘"Ukegbo"‘and is carrled into a nearby bush. . P

. k»‘ . B A~ v
R . ;

~ L

.

. OWAN

- L UKPISAVBIOGHO ThlS is a popular marble game played by'

" .men, women and ch1ldren of Owan and is 51m11ar, 1n many respects

best su1ted for the game People 51t 1n a c1rculir form '

- to take the1r turn ant1 clockW1se 3 There are-several stages>1n the i

game " and fallure at any of the stages means a turn for the next person.

./ "‘
: There are two d1fferent ways to. start the game

' (a) The . player spreads the seven marbles on the‘é‘ound
: A .

Pty

£

s

D R

e

R R

o

ropean game ‘of - "Jacks " Seven marbles are used and/a sandya"

. 5A common - way in whlch chlldren de51gnate therr 1nd1v1dualf'_ﬁ,
- ‘area or space is by draW1ng a clrcle or r1ng by uslng one leg as the~=\“
’-'plvot po1nt of a compass : . , S

94

r.of the players as they_run:back,to thelr crrgles for safery Anyoneimwﬂr‘r“j“

A - . N J,{ f.'
(b?‘)Holdxng the whole seven marbles the player beglns vag 4%

‘Afthrow1ng one of them up and dropp1ng the other 51x before he catchesd_‘d:j'



Cope

" the onc tossed up.

-__ground, ..,.ﬁ;;

:.tossed marble..*af

One of thes'e two is .i‘ntrodufto#:.o each of the other
. o

subsequent stages , ’

A

<« In the secondstage;/the player”¥puld then toss one ‘marble

'up, p1ck one. of those on the ground before catch1ng the one tossed

1 ' 1 3

up. This process is repeated for each of the six marbles,on»the'

e T e et e e e et AT e — o bpre S Ay Ca e A e e g e A Sl L e e e s e S e S

The th1rd stage 1s s1m1lar to the second stage but at

.this time the player plcks two marbles at’ a’ time. Th1s 1S«repeated
three times for the six marbles on the ground

)

The fourth stage 1s also a repetition'of the‘pr0ceduresf

in the second stage except that the player at thlS t1me plcks

*three marbles at a time. Thls is repeated twice’ for the 51x marbles

|

on the ground - - o »\/ _ 7.1_ .‘.{}_ : ff. .

-~

In the flfth stage, the player tosses one marble up whlle | .

he attempts to arrange the six. marbles in two groups” of two and

four before catchlng the one tossed up. The one marble tossed up

a-

can be repeated several t1mes w1thout penalty in order to arrange

[y

the 'six marblesia Once the arrangement has been created “the. 51ngle
AR :
marble is aga1n tossed hnd the player attempts to capture the two'.

)

yymarbles from the ground If ‘he succeeds then a second toss 1s 2

e
.

,.._

As 1n the other stages, the 51xth stage beglns w1th one

'marble tossed up whlle the player attempts to-grrange the s1x ;7

p“vv_j.

fﬁ made and he attempts to selze the four marbles before catch1ng the S o
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s . ..', ) "
marbles in. two groups ‘one and five before_catching‘the tossed ;
marbe. The toss is repeated to pick first the one marble tossed
. S o - & ' c
? up and next the Tive marbles,
J : N : .
In the seventh'stage the player tosses one marble up
. Y
2 repeatedly wh11e he tries to place one marble over the other f1ve

on the ground. If he succeeds, then bne .marble is tossed up and
. S ' -
the whole pyramld of marbles on the ground is p1cked up. There )

s e s B e S AT ek e e e em S .' 5 P

is no time 11m1t and no penalty 1n settlng the’ pyramld of marbles

!

The ‘eight 'is the last and final stage The player tosses

one marble up and plcks two marbles one at a tlme. W1th three marbles

‘4

" in the hand.and foUr on (he ground the player tosses the three

marbles up, pleS ‘up theifour on ¢he ground and attempts to catch '

one of the three tossed_up marbles. ThlS leaves two marbles to.'
e G * . . . ' S - 3
drop.’ o o .. : . _

-
oy

oo ' It should be noted that only one hand is used for the game

™

There is no assistance from the second hand or. from fellow contestants

N

Fa11ure to go through the—whole serles of stages means that the contestant

~has to begln afresh’ when it is his or her turn agaln In SOme parts of
- the State, a- player 1sxallowed to cont1nue the game from'the last stage

where fallure occurred The many steps to be gone through 11m1ts the nVMber ;d
_ of players to f1ve or 51x Any player who 5uccessfu11y goes through all the

steps w1ns and watches others cont1nue the game There are no prlzes or reward

~

‘_2u~nUREGHE: ThlS game is the same‘is the one abOVe but w1th ‘~qd‘:

One’major>difference In p1ck1ng any one marble or a’ number of marbles,.’ :
T] other marbles should never be touched by hand Such a v1olat1on causes
the contestant to lose hls or her turn w,,flnfﬂ _.pﬂ,« - ﬁgf‘-vA;']-t

_:.3 IMIYEN An exc1u51uegame for glrls played at any t1me ;_h}é
: _ R S R ,vaa,yf




& 0 ' i a [ . ’
in,any available'space. It is the most common of a11 the games and yet

A\ ‘ (

qulte compllcated There are three stages to the game. It is not com-

| pulsory that all the stages be gone through each time,« About four to

N

ten glrls stand 1n 2 semi-circle to begln the gamé (See Flgure 19)

-

In the first stage, one girl at a trme comes*out to try to
Q 1

”outstep" her mates “to, win: geven p01nt§ . She fal8es each Member and to
-" PRI

TaT rhythm both- lrft one:- 1eg srmultaneouslyp If,_for examplellthe con—

-

testant 11ft5°her right leg and the oppos1ng member* 11fts her own right -

leg, (whlch wh11e face to face, w1ll be aJternate legs), then the
contestant wins a. point and moveS'to another member. But 1f opp051ng

legs are llfted twice, a’ third llft helps to dec1de the p01pt In-a~case

“of a dead-1lock where ‘both g1r15 1ift the same oppos1ng 1egs thr1ce it 1s a .

loss of p01nts to the contestant who then exchanges places w1th that

particular player. The new contestant repeats the ‘same process ab0ve *)

If in a round a contestant W1ns seven p01nts, then she

1eaves the competltlon and wa1ts w1th other w1nners to see ;he last in

-

. the group I . - .’ ‘. B ". ‘ _‘.‘.

x :» In the second stage, the last in the group srts on the ground_.

w1th one leg stretched out Bach of the other g1rls hops back and

forth over the outstretched leg seven tlmes If while hopplng, the

DT RN

outstretched leg ‘is touched the glrl hopplng exchanges places w1th

S8

s

the g1rl 51tt1“g If e hopplhg exercise is- successxully done by all Lo

N

the members, the th1rd and last stage 1s that each g1r1 places a flngerlgfu;,

'
. on the head of the one 51tt1ng and trles to walk round her w1thout

touchlng her If the g1r1 walklng rqhnd touches any part of the body

R
. . '.\



of the'girl sitting, the penalty is that she repiaces the girl sitting.
Quite often thls stage 1is. gone through without a defaulter where the
sizes of the glrls are unlform ‘ Short glrls f1nd dlfflculty in gettlng
7through this stage when a tall g1rl is sitting w1th one outstretched leg
No one ‘is allowed to step,OVer the outstretched leg.

4. ESEQ YE. ‘Most of the partrcrpants in this play-forn are, -
by.tradition, “betrothals' to young men. .This is rot a game but'an agility
exercise for.young ladies between the'ages of twelve'and fifteen Boysl
Aand young men are usually around o watch ‘The main interest. of the boys
is to ridicule any g1r1 who falls durlng the exerc1se

' About seven to flfteen girls form a sem1 c1rc1e - One girl runshti\f
forward in front of the other glrls to a dlstance of about/frfteen to
twenty feet and runs back ‘with her back to her mates wh£ hold her by
the_arms to throw her forward To help'her balance after the throw | o
the g1r1 streﬂlﬂes one leg as other members lower her before the throw. .l
The exercise is a test of strength for-b th the contestant and those

r

‘who.do the throwlng Members take thelr turn The song that goes .t) bh; o

with this exercise is, b

Ese O ye Ese 0 ye
ye - ye - yed

'*-UKPEMIYEN&BEN Th1s is another ag111ty g"e for g1rls

S

The ‘girls form a c1rc1e kneellng w1th one leg outstretche .

All the
outStretchea legs are 1nter-locked and members hold hands to help them:

.f.get up, each stand1ng ‘on bne leg (see Flgure 20) When they all stand‘l
they clap and sing thus; e | --f o h
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\' ’Okpemlyengben CCARERTRTE ;.v,.ff.{. iyenghen
) Okpemiyengben .................. l,;'iyengben
(hoﬁo@h.v ..... ;.”.“hf.ﬁ.“..iﬁmgmn.' i
Erai Ukpekhokho .,;..;..;.:.‘ ...... . iyenghen
Iyoni.Uhpihanren ........... \.;..::.‘iyengbenl '
Ukpeniyengben ........ lg....;..,.,.; 1yengben )

All that. the song 1s about is that any weak person who drops her leg -

‘w111 have her parents nick- named as one Fbcal sour fTUIt Onoe one member. -

‘drops her leg, it is always d1ff1cult for the rest to keep together

’ -8
They often start all over agaln ~ This g e 1s played prlmarlly dur1ng the

K

moonllt period. = . e Lo
. :

6. OVBIEKIRIN 'I’OLOGHERE RE. Girls' be/tween the ages of e1ght ; :
-~ and fourteen enJoy thlS game durlng moonllght In ausoclety where '
vrrglnlty in women is oflf.hlgh soc1a1 1mportance , "boys are always around '
dur1ng this gami to rldxculemthose among the g1rls whom they thlnk have :'
“had sexual relations. o ﬂf'~ o - "‘;;,L.‘ » |
| 'About ten to,twenty glrls:sit'in two’rows‘facing'éach'other _

and legs interlocked Each person holds onto the partner s toes. ,iA~hih
plece of cloth is t1ed 1nto a pad and thlS is dropped on the legs
‘LFThIS ‘pad 15 tossed up and down w1th the legs If the pad rests on. any

"of the girl's laps, the g1rl is suspected to have had sexual relatlons.j_‘¥
| The song whlch is chanted is "0vb1ek1r1n ,i;:,..;._tologhere re" whlch

; means that the pad should p01nt out wh1ch g1r1 has had sex No g1r1

d'fwants to be so 1abe11ed even though 1t is all fun (see Flgure 9 ).

'7. OGOLEMERE GOLOKO Boys and g1rls take_part 1n th1s act1V1ty.=e"
SR B



100

Each boy or gtrl ties a piece of:cloth around the waist leaving a littIe
l behind‘tobbe heid.' A long‘line Wasjformed by holding onto the cloth
tied‘round the Waist of the person in front The smartest and most
fearless boy or girl was usually at the front of the 11ne ;'6ne group .
' wo\Td\challenge the other by trying to break sthrough the 11ne This
may result in a flght After formlng the long line by holdlng onto |
each’ others cloth the group would 51ng this song:

Ogelemere ....,pt,;t.}..goloko

Ohlokpareqt.;.....;.;.. lojedo,‘

‘This‘is repeated several timesi The wordlng of the song

v

is boastful - 1nd1cat1ng the strength and supremacy of the group

- 8?_ GOGO IYO E - E E Th1s is malnly played by glrls about

the ages of ten and upwards. They form a circle and_hold eaqh'others
arms. - The whole c1rc1e moves“wrth short.stepsrfirst to the»right,
thenhto the ieﬁt, 'while they mome, thebwhole'groop_sdngs together the -
_folloming‘song:}: ; ‘ M | o |
6o Go Iyo‘ft,w' | Blj_E!

e ye BB

- Oreme r1a sobo vbudu khemeQ . | | , ./" :
' Go 6o Iyo .‘:/".E—E! | | |

40nce aga1n these words are boastful and all they mean 1s that -

they, the srngers, are equal to any challenge from thelr age mates

It is. not.umt ual that after such a song that chrldren from other

quarters in t e same V111age would be attracted to a f1ght.1 It appears
'

T

a. pre11m1nary r1tua1 performed by ch11dren Wthh 15 designed to create edflf,-'~’



an old woman &ith sores, haggard and nasallzed in, speech. She walks

A | . T e —

v - Coal
ki

a conflict environment that other childrcn cannnottreadily;ignore;,f

e K} . ‘

9. OBEGURE LOFIHUE. A group of ten to flfﬁeen gi‘is take

-part in this tYpe,of gamet One of them is de51gnated "Obegure o that 15,

w1th the help of a stlck She has a 51ck daughter

All the other glrls s1t in a row w1th outstretched legs.

The sick daughter is put on the laps of these girls and is rolled’ up

’and down the legs. as they | 51ng th1s song

~Obegure lofihue E' Bl Obegure 0 E!
| Obegure’lofihue E! E! Obegure 0 E'
'Ukp1V1n 0- degbomovblhue E' E! Obegure O E'
":_Ukp1v1n 0 degbomovuzhue E' E! Obegure 0 E!
._"Omo 1rem1 o denode E! E! Obegure 0 E!

<0mo leghea leghe leghe E' E' Obegure 0 Elv -

C e i

" The song is to tell. the old mother that the. daughter had been starv1ng

%.and was later stoned

- -

N

The old WOman comes to enquxre about the condltlon of the

t daughter,' Before her arrlval, the s1ck daughter hgf been h1dden.and

. the glrls have subst1tuted a p1ece of cloth v When the old woman comes
‘ b_back a second tlme she is told by the glrls that the 51ck daughter 15 fz»f"
dead ThlS sad nem breaks the old woman S heart and she chases a11

the g1rls to demand her daughter Of course all the g1rls flee leav1ng the f d”"“

poor old woman alone

'_10t¥ SILAGBADAGBA ThlS is an- act1v1ty where phys1ca1 strength

isttested‘ Boys and glrls play separately A C1rcle 1s formed w1th all ' pfﬁ

A
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| players kneellng They'grasp hold of each others arms.' As they 51ng the
follow1ng song, they rock to the r1ght anh then left, and -at the last -
yword ”Awe " they pull each other to see who would e1ther fall or touch .
' the ground with the hand or any part of the. arm, Anyone who does thlS is
e11m1nated . ‘The last person 1n ‘the group is the w1nner The song, the
.or1g1n\of whlch is unkown, is as follows
| :Srlag'adagba-.

‘Silogbodogbo
’Dauneia; AweT”(This is repeated)l _
: 11. AGBE. This is a game pr1mar11y for boysl aithough’on

. "
occa51on men sometlmes partlclpate A spe01al wood (Uguomlgho) is. ca?Ved

- in a con1ca1 form as shown in F1gure 17. The obJect thus formed 1s known

AN

yas "Agbe " From spec1al shrubs (Ebasomon) a matertal shown in- the plcture
.1svmade. The purpose of thlS is to: wh1p ‘the carved wood ThlS 1mp1emént
is known as an "Ugbagbe " The open streets are 1dea1 for thlS game. in L
"most respects thlS game is 1de1t1cal to the Urhobo game of Udodo o

il

The con1ca1 carved wood is. e1ther planted on the ground before

it is wh1pped or the hand is. used to sp1n 1t before wh1pp1ng The Whlpplng'”r e

1s dOne to sp1n the - "Agbe " When it 1s whlpped to travel a d1stance,-“
the carved wood should contlnue sp1nn1ng on the spot and from there 1t

d;yls whlpped'agaln for another dlstance ’ A poorly prepared "Ugbabe" w111

'M"a not make the "Agbe"*spln

Four, f1ve or more boys usually 11ne up to make a race w1th -

‘.thelr "Agbe‘"* The follow1ng p01nts help the!Judges to dec1de the w1nner

Q

-

. -‘

(a) How many t1mes a player re startSs\hls "Agbe" dur1ng the gtkhv,fﬂ"
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‘race. . .
. . ’ BN

(b) The”first to'getrto the'finishing point with the "Agbe"

\.

The game of Agbe is’ one of technlcal sk111 and: 1t is* not 63511y

" still sp1nn1ng on the ground is declared the w1nner

'Tii--_(.' 12 fJEDO JEDOZ A s stlck about 51X 1nches to one fOOt 10“8

is planted on a con1ca1 mound of ground and two to four boys sit around

mastered.

' the perlmeter of the mound Each person in turn d1gs the sand w1th
: . -

both hands as he sings the follow1ng song

o . R —

Jedo Jedo L

Alapame sa1g1d1gb1 ya

"'_J

"Meaning Each player boasts of h15 strength The song ends w1th the¢'
T R

':back of the dlgger s hands be1ng knocked gently on the ground
’ The dlgglng out of the sand contlnues from all the sxdes off-*e o
“the mound or h1p of sand unt11 the planted st1ck falls to one 51de.5:‘;,}'
Whlchever 51de the st1ck falls the person s1tt1ng there w111 placeb..
::hls palm On the ground for’ each other member to. knock w1th a flst | “'
once. If the knocks are too hard they could result 1n a flght *
R Tk
:d'ES:Z?A'Jf(f e

: }between the players

:13. EKO‘ An 1nterest1ng game Whlch 15 played predomlnantly

»

'77tby boys is a form of archery know as Eko The 1mp1ements con51st of a 1f.3‘ S

. .

('bow made from a shrub cdlled "A51m1ghone," the "Ukan" or cane (see
' =h1F1gure 21), arrows constructed of palm 1eaf r1bs and fletched w1th
- ;feathers taken from fowls (see Flgure 22), and a target whlch 1s a

"ﬁf,type of fru1t known as - the "Eko" (see F1gure 23) The "Eko" 1s not o

%
e




.widely aVailable;and as a COnsequence the boys frequentiy substitute

" the paw paw which is also a fruit thCh grows in the gardens of the N

nunber of arrows, part1c1pate in the game The players assume a

- which he was standlng when he made the successful shot and ﬁhe other'

/ o104

-~ .t
v

;

v1llage5 or in the areas behlnd the houses B A7ff -

Two or more players, each of whom possesses a bow and a.

e v

p051t10n behlnd the "Eko" orxtarget wh1ch is ‘then thrown 0T klcked

forward A11 players then attempt to hlt the target w1th thelr arrows

as it rolls across the ground Thé‘flrst to: do so marks the spot upon .

. 1

”imembers of the group Ere challenged to dupllcate hls performance\,
VAny member of the’ group who falls in hlS attempt to. h1t the target e

from the marked spot must surrender one of h1s arrows to the champlon.*

After each member has attempted the feat the game contlnues as- per

.8

the or1g1na1 pattern. . '; 31‘7,:f/:id

'5 - ‘ In order that a h1t be con51dered va11d 1t must strlke the ;ﬁ~""‘"°

'_ "Eko" or target (whrch is" about the 51ze and shape of a Canadlan ,'A'yf"*-'Z‘

\

B ,football) 1n the m1dd1e portlon A h1t on. the head (Ukhanl) or the ;

/

ta11 (Uhl) are not con51dered va11d target areas

Slnce the game is of a z6ro- sum form 1t is not uncodﬁon D

4

' o for players to return honew1th only a few arrows or none at a11
f_E'Older brothers and fathers help the younger boys 1n the constructlon

‘,fof arrows and bows Wthh tradltlonally, were of conS1derab1e 1mportance

CA

= rf‘j~~_1n the 11fe style of the people Due to the obvmus dange/rs of the /‘

'_daCthltY the bOYS are requlred to play 1n the area behlnd the houses.gvfjxff; o

14. UKPODOVBIOJEIKA Thls 1s another ver51on of Ise 1n
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s

' {;, flrst dlslodg1ng all ‘the marbles cf the other team

o remalns at the centre of the C1rc1e (see Flgure 24)

105

Owan' and Akhuetin~Benin It is a_game for boys and m§§\ Instead of
the usual three vertlcal and hor1zonta1 l1nes, there is only one:
stra1ght llne | Each team plants the’ marbles: on each half of . the

. 11ne h:h K ;‘* \) -\ ’ o

Un11ke the other ver51ons, both teams start at both ends

*

N
e
-t T 8

cont1nuously to aim at: dlslodg1ng each others marbles As soon as one - -

Y

' team succeeds in dlslodglng any of the opponents marbles, members of -
the team would use hands to protect further attacks from the opponents
-But -as soon as the opponent succeeds in breaklng the blockade by d1$-
lodglng one or more marbles, the game contlnues w1th each s1de a1m1ng
at each other s marbles The w1nner\if the team that succeeds 1n |

.

The 11tera1 meanlng of the t1tle of the game 1s that the

.
.

road that leads to- the royal house 1s always busy w1th pedple

_ 157 UKPOGHOGHO A c1rcle game whlch is s1gn1f1cant from

the—standp01nt of group solldarity or cohe51veness is that called Ukpoghogho.;i

It is a c1rc1e game played by both boys and grfls Jo1nt1y or separately

_f who 11nk hands and form a r1ng around a pre establlshed cr;cle The

srze of the c1rcle determlnes the number of players. One 1nd1v1dual

l
z=“

bl

The player attempts to break out of the c1rcle and back
wlthout beang touched by any of those out51de the c1rcle Such a !j:;'
) ' '
feat produces a- p01nt for the successful player, and should a player

gather seven p01nts then he or she is declared champlon If whlle

E runnlng out of or 1nto the c1rcde, the?player LS touched the tobcher :T}ﬂ;f

'\ .
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.and touched exchange places’ and the game contlnues

© 106

S :
The score of the\players is conta1ned in the song whlch

s chanted g& the other players as follows -»lt ‘
'Ukpoghogho ...;,;f.;,..;;;...;.;;.;Aoého 3§- ' |
¥ Omorokpa ...;.... ....;;...; ..... ;;‘Okpa' i.f'l ;E’.
OMOTOVE « . & i eer i, e Eva | ._{ 2 ;- -
Omoteha ... .veun.' i, i Bha bl
OmoTene ....vvvuivuinennyinerunnnns Ene -.d a
\ iﬁOIilOI';(ihe.n‘ren: B f:; e o .. bIh‘e.ann'en‘ -5 .
Omoreehan .t.;}.;.?%i.;.rg;.;.r..;.;Ehan. i;‘é o
'Omorihiron .;,..f{.,;f.}....l.l;;;.‘Ihlron"-L7 | '
The song is-mainly cOUnting'the‘polnts.- | _ .
| ,16. OTURKAR Oturkar 1s.augame pecullar to the.northern/ VE.'}‘:_ ,‘e

‘ . .
soctor of Owan DlVlSlon " As’ many as twenty or more boys and glrls form
. . : U:‘

1n two groups each under a 1eader chosen by the chlldren Each group

has a’ collectlon of cobs of corn (thokar) wh1ch the leader throws

P

one at a t1me away to be plcked by members of the groups Every ""

’ ’/;}kyer strlves to galn the cob The flrst member of each group to brlng

’ one leg stretched Every member of the group Jumps over the leg If "'ﬂ

"ﬂ‘ftge,.. szthe end of the 3ump1ng exerc1se, all the players close;igf_fw

is made to kneel down&wrth ‘arms stretched\igdeways._ EVery other Chlld

T

back a cob to the leader stays w1th h1m or her Thls exerclse is

repeated unt11 all but one player are w1th the leader ThlS last ch1ld v_

4

runs around the one kneellng The ch11d (the same one) s1ts down w1th

any Jumper touches the ch11d 51tt1ng, they w111 exchange places

i ‘ .



thcrr eyes for dlsmlssal ‘The 1eadcr thcn says ”Pcpepo e! _UrlchT” thch .
11tera11y means"ﬂlsmlssedl"'. The.geme'can'be repeatco. It is a'gamé |
L played durlng the deytlme. . o
| A7 TEEQQE.;TThis'exeTusive game for‘girls-is started with
‘a songi. - | o | - _!: Sl o f |
| :Iwoeje.ImOeje!Q;Twoejei G, | R
Bai rhue vbiSevbaSlhoeje
. Laoba laomuru IwoeJe ‘ "»;'j_-_; " 4N
T'Meaningf 'Mrs X, what is your_111'01*nir.1’gfVSéilp‘utz_itli-on?"I
| After this soné has'heeh repeeted'seuerei'times;;epparently'-'
K<Tto ettract or 1nv1te other glrls, those who would llke to part1o;pate
‘_form two groups The two groups form two- 11nes some ten to flfteen
' yards apart fac1ng each other The arrangement 1s s1milar to that of

L

the ”Breathless" game’ o
| Each member hops from her 11ne to.the other group and back
to her place The two groups take turns alternately As the hopplng
“exere1se is on the two groups 51ng a soné to warn the "hopper" that 1t
115 dlsastrous for her not to-be able to complete her round Any g1r1
'hhwhose tralllng leg touches the ground lS d1squa1rf1ed and she 1s not f;
;?:allowed to Jorn the group The age of the part1c1pants dec1des the T

= \

i “dlstance betWeen the groups There should be seven p!eyers 1ﬂ‘each

] : | s
: ‘ grgup but thlS 1s not str1ct1y obServed Players who are squé?sfhl
'A,heer themselves w1th thlS song fif -1'; ~ j:-' i ;;Lgp:;‘~f-
Ilegboye n1peken 1h1ron, Aroye :gfj[,if‘;ig-,”f-f ]“V 'f;i‘ Y;iﬁf"
e T .'- R R SN S e
t ./‘\’ :

Ukha roe sotore ogbe ukpere 0 Aroye RPN : _;[p;f;rhf'
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_ Meaning: The player is warned that fallure to complete the seven

rounds would .remove a year from her ~age. This is 51gn1f1cant in a
O :

- soc1ety where senor1ty is {;spected

18. OLEMINI 0 JEKURE. Thls is the Only water play form

recorded in-Owan Divisionf' Although there are a few r1vers they are
rough and some are fast flowf%g o ;--"
Most frequently this is an act1v1ty played by glrls They

travel to the part of the r1ver whlch is chest deep (non swlmmers), and

hold hands in a c1rcle . They . 51ng,a song and at the end ‘of the song, :

they bteak hands and fall back They all go under- the water, and the o

person who rema1ns under the longest is the winner. No 1eader or

'several-tlmes Anyone who becomes t1red is allowed to rest

The song 01em1n1 0 Jekure e

'_.umplre is - needed 1n that as each person emerges from the water, 1t

1s easy to know the last person to emerge The exercrse 1s repeatedﬁ

_*E;ha'le Je Je,éJekdrc' 'l'd l:’. S fl575 . ;',ﬁ':'

lyon je j’e.-' je, Jekure

- h.Ewe tobo we 0 Jekure

f'In th1s song, reference is made to the female prlvate part wh1ch

should be carefully taken care of _ [, ;iﬁl”gyyﬁi",Hﬁ-7

119 OVBIOVBIME Ovblovblme 1s a h1de and seek game played ‘fgvax’:

"‘;by boys and glrls A group of chlldren persuade someone a 11ttle /

older than they are to play the role of a 1eader | The leader 1s prov1ded:"*fl'

.Va seat One g1rl or boy 1s b11ndfolded by the leader and all other

: chlldren go to hlde ThlS b11ndfolded Ch11d (nItn) calls on those 1n Lf4nih o
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hiding and they all_answer. They_are_advised by the child ("It") to
make sure they are in proper hiding places. Then.the seeker asks
1f he or she could come to find them out., If the answer is "yes'l_
then the Chlld (”It”) attempts to ferret out thelr mates who are .in .

_h1d1ng, and they all Tun out to where the leader 1s - AnyqQne’ caught ” >

becoms the next. person to be bllndfolded ("It") Butvif the child

"(”It") fa1ls/to tag or: catch anyone, he T she is carrled by all the

Tmates‘to +here all refuse in the‘v1llage,as:dumped; It-1;_never,a

.blé?eant eipérlencéi | R - S

e 26; ISE One of the‘most popular recreat1ve games among A
.

| '"the adult males 1n Owan 1s a voluntary part1c1pat10n 1n -this chlldren s

f¢ game. Ch11dren play thlS game any t1me of the day The adults 301n
in the evenlngs when they are back from the1r farms K \"
The court is very\\1m11ar to the orie shown 1n Flgure 13

-The s1ze depends on: the number of marbles ava11ab1e These marbles-

-'.are planted as shown, and those at the back row of the court are of :

-spec1al des1gnat1on The court 1s made w1th the foot, and the 11nes ;.
,_'ahd interséctions are very»carefu11y draWn ‘.The;seedS»are-dlvlded;'
f equally among the two groups Who are. to play the game The‘most'senior :

. R
of one of the groups starts the game w1th one marble wh1ch has been left

N

| f: out for thlS purpose,; The player sp1ns the marble one- handed or two gg lff

lvany marble d1splaced“\together Wlth the or1g1na1 one are used ty the

: to the other court 1n -an attempt to d1splace‘as many marbles as he can

-f_f'opp051ng team for a return attack The marbles dlsplaced DO NOT become s

..

g_’ o "".._ e ’

z'the property of the team dlsplac1ng them Every member of the team :~“x
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takes part as the marbles ar¢ usually shared as the game progresses.

Ihc team that succeeds fl:st xn knocking all thc marbkéf\ot the othcr
o

team is the winner.
'The‘foiloWing rules govern this game in this part of the .
State. ' .

(1) After one marble has been dlsplaced, yit is 1eg1t1mate

.

for a player to prevent e1ther by foot or hand, a marble from dis-
‘ »
) plac1ng or knocking down more than one marble in his court bl
(2) - Itis legltlmate to dlsplace more than one marblepwith

one marble service.,

j(3) “For a Service to'be valid, the player must be behind -

the line at the back of the court de51gnated "Uhonmokl "

]

(4) A serv1ce marble sp1nn1ng must be allowed to be "dead"

before it 1s.p1cked by the opponent
5 (S)' If a serV1ce marble lands in the neutral place at the

centre of ﬂhe court, the tlrst person from e1ther 51de to plck it up
r ] . o

has 1t

(6) A game must always be started by the ‘oldest member of o

“'the “team. He can delegate-thls rlght to any member of the team that

he con51ders as adept in the game

,(7) If a team by mlstake knocks hlS own marbles wh11e

‘ . Lo ; S o e ) o .
* ’ . R . . .. ' M

serV1ng, the marbles .are replanted

It is regarded as hum111at1ng for a serv1ce marble that hasd'ﬂVh
knocked or dlsplaced a marble in. any part of the court to d1sp1ace,'.jff

':. in addltzon, any of the spec1a1 marbles that are planted 1n,strateg1cdikf

¢

r g "7‘* %’ T :

110
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places. Every effort is made to prevent this. These-special marbles
: ‘ : il '
are expected to be’ the last to be displaced. It is an extraordinary
W‘\ o . ' : . ’ . » : - .
achievement for a player to displace a special marble. ¥Yet it must be
done in every game in order for a team to g ‘declared a winner.
v B . . .
. | | . .
ISHAN

- Ishan people ‘are reputedrfor their very excellent acrobatic

displays. 'Their popularT"Ighaboleimi"4dance'features:brominently in

many ngerlan art festlvals | .

Although research studles haNe not been undertaken as to what

.factorsiare responsibIe for the popularity of-ealisthenles in Ishan,
many.people have attributed it to the presence of the.red-loosé sand
‘whith is prevaient in the Viliages‘ Aeute water.shortage'(whieh is now‘>
being solved w1th p1pe -borne water) had made children trek long dlstances‘

to the r1vers These da11y long treks on sandy paths offered opportunltles
a . :

for gymnastlc practlces

Some Ishan games are descrlbed below - :
° e

L UPE - E - E - E - 0 ThlS is a breathholdlng game for g1r;s, W
‘primarily between the ages,of nlne,and twelve. 'There are tWO grOupS.f 521“7f749
Eaéh'group stands»in.a single row .some distance from the other group

(S

hand fac1ng each other , ‘ |

N One g1r1 at a tfme gays ”Upe e- e,ﬁ eontlnuouslx saylng the
'.glast ”e".as she runs from her groap to the other, runs round them and
“{back home If wh1le d01ng thls, sgp breaks what she is: saylngu thbn

)

ﬁshe has to: Join the other group But 1f she succeeds 1n g01ng to the

o
2



.

to get to. her court w1thout haV1ng to take a second breath or w1thout
:breaklng the long sound

112

other group and back w1thout breaklng the sound then her group. welcomes
her with "Iyare"

v

mean1ng,”1 have arrived." (Figure 10)

The two teams alternate in contestlng, and the team that has
P A

the greater number when every member has had her: own turn, w1ns the

game,

S

- -
¢

A participant could be teased ‘as she says the iong breath
song with jests, Y WG

funny words or humorous antics by the'opbosing tean
members. :

It is a game.whichjfs played predominantly during the moon-
lit period. | ‘

s

In a second version of thlS game, the players organlze

v.u

@

themselves 1n a manner 51m11ar to Upe e e-e-o0, but the game has the

follow1ng un1que characterlst1cs

. A
1. There is a 11ne of demarcat1on between the two teams, -

and a court for each-team A compet1tor is a11 rlght 1f‘she is able

-

2. The contestant touches a player 1nothe other group, and

.the person so de51gnated must be the next to compete.

a hunter~hunted act1v1ty named Ogbe.

ThOSe who - fa11 to cOmplete the1r tr1ps go to 51t 1n

-their opponent 'S court and no 1onger take par B '

' The game is. repeated after all h

| 2. OGBE Among the p0pu1ar games- of the Ishan ch11dren is

gﬂhad the1r turn

Both sexes can play, and the

game is started when the leader (de51gnated due to age) selects a
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' N,
player who will be the power figure "t " ‘The .child so’ chbsen must

. close hlS eyes wh11e the: others run to h1de Once thls is accomplished

/
£} / ~

the leader releases the. central player who then attempt%‘to "capture”
4

N

‘as many of his mates as he can, -Those caught must join ‘the "It" in
the hunt and capture process of the other players ‘When everyone-hasn-
been caught the gam@ is started again, The game is a popular‘activityi>
durlng the moonlit period. _(, _ "L.; |

| - As;the:%hildren run, they sing:

-‘Ogbie,lo lo 1o lo lo lo
Ogbie 1o lo 1o 1o 1o 1o H B
Onu kare nya mu lo-lojlo;‘ |

'Meaning: fCatch anyone yOu can_get.ﬁ A person'can_only he caught once

htaga@. ' .‘ S n'h. tt o | | |
| 3. AYAN-NTHIEN A favor1te group game played Jo1nt1y by

¥

_opth boys and g1r1$ is Ayan N1h1en. It 1s ba51ca11y a gue551ng game

fwhereln the names of frults and seeds are given to the players and -

' _1n thlS way the ch11dren learn the1r names for future use ' TwO leaders,

most frequently the oldest players 1n the group, d1v1de the chlldren 1nto ,7‘~

l .
two groups (by selectlon) and each group 51ts in a row oppos1te the

-_other group, and/separated by some twenty yards
In one ver51on, the leader g1ves the name of the frult or a
VAR .

:seed to each player in. hlsifroup, belng careful to keep the 1nformat10n L

' a secret from the opp051ngl51de In a?second ver51on members select

I

hfthelr OWn name" and secretly 1nform the1r leader.

_ The.leadernof’group "A"‘goes_to groupnﬁB",ana:blindfoldSQatTf‘h
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member of:that'group; He then calls on one' of his team members by .

his secret name and thlS player crosses the 1nterven1ng space, touches

:the "blind" person on. the toe and races back home The "bllnd” player s
eyes are unbound and he or she goes to the other‘groupland 1dent1f1es |

‘the ‘player who made the touch If the player succeeds 1n guess1ﬂg

: the toucher,‘that player must Cross- over and 301n the opp051ng side.

The successful ‘side- re301ces in the ga1n1ng of a new member by chantlng

" the follow1ng song ‘ 'd ’ ' _“'.'. o o o
Iyémhan gbo b1e 3 |

' Oyo 0y0.yo yo Oyo yo

,Meaning '% mdther has glven b1rth to a ch11d 'Let us.all rejolce,ﬁ‘

The "new" member takes\on a new name and the game contlnu" CIf,

T

. however e/guess is wrong then that member must. rema1n in the opposing ’

camp, who, in turn, reJo1ce by s1nging the above song After playlng

‘ .the game for a perlod of t1me the group w1th the larger number of

\\.

players is con51dered to be the w1nner No sanctions are 1nst1tuted
_agalnst the defeated group

4, UKOKlZAGHENLEN Glrls usually borrow the1r mother s ;f ,.f -

.head t1e or the natlve belt for packlng bables, and they use thls for .

making a pad wh1ch is a prlmary 1mp1ement for thls game.' The nature

of the game is such that 1t is. mostly played durlng moonllg t and a
“f:sandy surface is most su1ted as a play area -
| As many ‘as twenty glrls can- play together in ‘a group They
'f'all s1t opp051te each other w1th legs stretched between the legs of

' ._.the partner Each person holds the others toes | -Ihey 51t:soeclose,; \
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b ."\ ‘
‘that the pad which is the game implemeﬁt'5cannot-fall between the

ey

legs The pad is. dropped at the centre of the 11ne on top of the legs,

\

and w1th v1gorous movement of the legs up and down the pad is tossed
from one person to another

. The pad should not rest on anybody s legs or drop at any

person s 51de If thlS occurs, such a person is n1cknamed a "thlef "
L]

In one ver51on, the person SO n1cknamed w111 run and be chased by the_

other chlldren for a wh11e before the/game is repeated

In another ver51on, it is suff1c1ent to r1d1cu1e the "thlef"

and contlnue the game AN ’

As w1th s0 many games of thls area, a song is an 1ntegra1 _ -

part of the’ act1v1ty , Th1s is the song that goes W1th thls game

:Ukok1zaghen1en ,;;g;.;,,,;;{;}'ia:ghgﬁ :
) Ukok1zaghenlen_;,;t,..,gi.i.:.'ia'gheni‘.' ‘
0kh1 nabhobo me de .:;};.t;.,;:ragghenf_jf.w
.Oboyl ada de o ;.5;;;;;,;{;..;'z;‘gheﬁtvfh_."

A llteral translatlon 1is "thlS plece of cloth w111 not fall

\ T ’ .

from’ me but only from a th1ef "

OBHORUGBOMEN Thls chas1ng game 1s played separately by

boys and glrls One of the ch11dren is:: the ”farmer" and the'bthers

are the ”thleves " The "th1eves" stay some few yards away from the ‘k_“;'“

‘ When the "farmer" asks "who is- 1n my farm?" the “thxeves" reply

hat they a‘% there The "farmer" requests that they should walt for h1ml;fj,i

.

~-QBUF,aSgthe‘"f er" approaches the "threves," they all take to thelr R
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heels. If the farmer manages to catch some of the thieves, those
caught become farmers The game cont1nues untll all the thleves are

'&aught and become farmers

6. ERAN TOVBATO RUNE. ‘Bays. and~girls'mix uell together‘to:'

1,enjoy the fun ‘of thls game. They form a large c1rcle w1th one child
”standing:behindva.partner The leader stands at the centre and chants
"Eran tovbato" (there Ys. f1re on the'm;untaln), and the chlldren answer
"Rune' Rune'" (run), asizhOSe standlng behxnd the1r mates run’ round
“the c1rcle anti-clockwise. When the leader says "Eran wele" (the f1re "
'_1s out), those runnlng‘palr up W1th the1r par s;‘ The last to

pa1r up come to sit 1n the centre of the c1rc1e | The pa1rs standlng
.exchange places, allow1ng the other person to have hlS or her turn,_

and the game contlnues ,,od

No one 15 allowed to run elther clock wase or across the
._c1rcle to hlSPOI her partner when the leader says "the f1re 1s ‘out. " ;;f*f~
More fun is added to the game 1f pa1rs are told to hang on. the shouldersu
-,yof thelr partners both at the start and the end ofsthe runnlng..' e
A It 15 51gn1f1cant to note that many people 11ve 1n grass
houses- Any outbreak 0§ flre usually afﬁects a con51derab1e number S
'::of people Thls game appears to’ take the form of a f1re dr111 .
| 7 KALA / The Kala guess1ng game 1s¢very simllar to the‘"di% L
}"Abokl" played 1n Urhobo (The dlfferences can be seen in: Flgure 25 :)

'Boys and g1rls can play thls game together and four people are Tequlred

A

at a t1me One player 1s de51gnated to do the guess1ng and the other

jthree do the p01nt1ng and questlonang The pattern noted 1n the d1agram fr

o C

Sl
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A " . :
- can bc drawn on the. ground outs1de or on the. floor 1n51de w1th wh1te

chalh'or charcoal Lach c1rcle,1n the patternrhas a.seed. The start1ng ¢
po1nt is marked "x.'" The 11nes at r1ght angles are named "Agadaga "

The player who does the guessing sits w1th h1s back to the pattern

He is allowed only one- guess at a t1me |

. [ .
One of the other three players touches the startlng p01nt and
' says "Kala," to whlch the guesser replles "Agadaga." The po1nter next *
p01nts to the flrst c1rcle and the guesser~rep11es "1seﬁ (seed) The
J\lll ‘seed is’ removed from that c1rcle The po1nter p01nts to the empty CIICIe
and the guesser ls expected to reply "1ho1” (empty) The p01nter then
p01nts to c1rc1e number two to wh1ch the guesser replles "ise" (seed)
ST
’ The seed is: removed The po1nter then polnts to c1rc1e number one, number
) two and number three; to wh1ch the(guesser is expected toireply "1h01 " ':"i
“i('"1ho1" "1se " Each t1me the po1nter p01nts to the 11nes at rlght angles,;
- the p01nter replles "Agadaga . The p01nter is expected to progress o
systematlcally w1thout Jumplng any 11ne Or c1rcle.b If at any t1me the o
guesser farls to. say the rlght answer he exchanges place w1th thevpo1nter-f ;
The w1nner 1s the one who g1ves all correct'guesses The p01nters take "
'lnefvturns to p01nt R g v | . ‘ |

’ 8 ARE UVIN FI (Coconut fru1t) Thls 1s a game for boys and

g1rls, and is played durzng moonl1ght The chlldren organlze themselves
1nto two groups each w1th & leader who does the throwlng of the only 7ffv
“.i 1mp1ement used wh1ch 1s~a coconut fru1t The two groups stand a: 11tt1e .f
g g 3 . B

- . . . { o o 3
far away from the two leaders One of the leaders throws the coconut

frult to the two groups who struggle to catch 1t
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Anyone who catches the coconut fru1t scores. a p01nt for hlS

“or her group, and at the same. time wins an opportunlty for his or her

;;.

" The few ruleSvfor’the»game arer
L

leader to make a. throw

(1) The thrower is not. allowed to throw the coconut fruit t\‘
_to an 1nd1v1dua1 L

(2) The two groups must’ $tay together - o ) .

(3) No one 15 allowed to struggle w1th whoever is in posse551on'

of the coconut fru1t : »11_‘ ":hd' _ o .;' "-Q?f)n -

. (@), The group that has the greater number of p01nts W1ns

9;‘ UGBOLO GBE EVA Th1s 1s a favorlte game for g1rls but

Thyounget boys between the ages of f1ve and seVen somet1ms take part lee :
-fjimost games it 1s more commonly played dur1ng moonllght than at other t1mes,i.:
. The chlldren all 51t cloSe w1th legs fully stretched forwa{d
v-‘f‘One ch11d cbmes up to count the feet of hls or her mates As\he'ort;hgi“':'p

; counts, the follow1ng is sung | 'f }'ﬂ :"' ST
<f ;Ugbolo gbe eva vlﬂ"‘ O
V;Teke teneghe S

r} Tegule nokpa S
Onusen n010gho | -‘ , 4 i
”:afOnode ya-a; f' R i St PR
:i“iTamokpa kameva
11_‘Nugba akele akelei‘ji }f;h:?f;lfg',f'f‘;;ﬁ,,wtf5;:??"t
v:ﬂGbobodo nomon 1dere‘_i,:l | S L

*.‘-Adumenke Owe L R A B AP A T
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I
Durlng the countlng and’ 51ng1ng, whichever foot is counted or touched

N . :
dur1ng the lines "Onode ya-a-a" ‘and ”Adumenke Owe 0,'" the person draws

‘up ‘the knee “of the 11mb touched . The remalnlng legs are counted as

. above Whoever is unfortunate enough to have to draw up both knees

must leave the group, and the countlng continues w1th the remalnlng

chlldren The ellmlnatlon goes on unt11 every player save- one is”

xﬁ;eliminated W1th the last one leg, the counter counts one of h1s or'her

‘ legs along to enable her to ‘éliminate- the. last person (Thls aspect
. ) . N R
of the game 15 S1m11ar, in many ways, to the European game of Ennl—Menni—;

NP

ﬁMlnnl Moe )
Zv The chlldren now form a 51ngle flle, stand1ng | Before each
:Chlld srts, the counter enQUlres from the ch11d her favorlte dlsh to "f
n'whlch each responds The counter then~g1ves words of cautlon about |
:uwhat a Chlld should do w1th favorlte dlshes ik"Do not steal "o -
‘ One 51ng1e ch11d 1s left standlng, and th15(1s known as the ;31«’v’d
'Tmystlcal the extraordlnary person w1th seVen heads, the "OJogbol1mhe." B
| The other ch11dren now beg the "OJogbollmhe" not to k111
”.vvtthem’ and entreat h1m to k111 50meone w1th a blg navel because such a: i'f' o
“hlblg navel c0nta1ns 011 and eggs The chlldren put th1s 1nto a song o
Yan bho yan bho yan |
Egbemhen le : 'i »lu ,
Yan bho yan bho yan'yiiﬁiff
Azukhun Ua gbele 1:T: '
Yan bho yan bho yan

Abh111 Abh111 no ,ff

- o . LT
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"

Yan bho yan bho yan
Ekenken Ekenlen no .
Yan bho_yan bho yan
Ojogboiimhenile' G
Yan~ bho yan bho yan. |

~The "OJogbollmhe".ls asked if he would st111 want to eat up the chlldren

;&a

The offer is. reJected and the ch11dren now stand _They try to ridrculev_‘
.'and t1ck1e "OJogbollmhe" and 1f he laughs,f.all.w111‘iaugh,with himr'd
"-But if he resrsts,: e_1s_pra15ed by all'the Children;i;Thehéamepmaygbe
irePeatedfT ‘ o S | C

10;' ARHIU UKPON 'BHI IKEKE Thls is a game for boys and

glrls A p1ece of cloth is needed for the game. They all 51t in a ‘

1 c1rc1e'and one ch11d runs round the cxrcle beh1nd hls mates w1th the.

5 p1e¢e of’cloth As he or she runs the ch11d 51ngs ”Arhulkpon bh1 }
'.1keke yo. yo" (meanlng 'H have placed a p1ece of cloth behlnd someone'q
.lend the other ch11dren answer w1th the chorus "yo yo yo " The cloth

i.1s quxetly dropped on someone s back If the person knows he ot she ?“'N

| jqulckly pleSqiz up and runs after the ch1ld who dropped 1t v Thls x';?:hﬁ

' .ch11d who dropped the cléth runs to occupy the space left by the ch11d

r..

:,;cha51ng h1m or. her ' If the ch11d who has the cloth behind h1m 15 unaware R

' 'u“of the cloth,:the ch11d who dropped 1t come; to beat h1m up before-;; }ﬂ” '

‘.‘

g1v1ng h1m the cloth to contlnue the game The beatlng 1s’ m11d1y severe S
No one 1s allowed to look back whlle 51tt1ng 1n the clrcle e
l

"11 OLAGEDE OLAGEDE. Among the games of phy51ca1 strength

':;],played by Ishanfboys and glrls 1s that wh1ch is called Olagede Olagede f";f’-

6
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. Players kneel in a circle and grasp_the playersvto'their left and
right firmly on the arms. -ﬂavlng'sccured their grip, the'players~chant:

¥,

Y -OlagcdczOlagc%eiolealuwhcn_ o - "f.g - - »_;
 Aba ba”ohehe Rhulete Zagiah B o ‘l . ;_.'.
At the end of ‘the chant the players attempt to pull one another in such -
a way as- to make them fa11\¥rom thehr kneellng posxtlon ‘ Any player who

N [

~falls is e11m1nated and must stand in the7centre o’he circle. The

: game continues untll‘only,one player remalns.. ‘This person_ls ‘declared

the winner.

.h12; AKPAKPA KPAE RE. In thls game, g1rls stand 1n palrs | ;
in a:circlet' Each g%rl beglnnlng from the leader 1s,expected to:s1ng
w1th her name thus ,ili__;'"kpae re" to wh1ch others respond "kpae re " .,f
Any member who out of 1nattent1on breaks the rhythm of the song or =
'hes1tates 1n 51ng1ng w1th her‘name is e11m1nated and goes to 51t at f

hthe centre of the c1rc1e.v The last to be e11m1nated is the w1nner

13,. EKIORUMI YE DOMIALyroml Market) | It is dlfflcult to

11nk the phy51ca1 exerc1ses 1nvolved in. th1s game w1th the ex1stence

L I
rx

'Algof one of the blgéest markets 1n thlS part of the State One p0551ble o

;1nterpretat1on is that for a trader to be able to buy the best fOOd-
hﬁstuffs or make a good sale 1n the locaJ markets, 1t 1s 1mportant to dfdé-
‘A:'Tbe there early, and the earl1er the better s Ea e

| | ThlS le 2 game for glrls ﬂurlng moonllght hours. The older
*gglrls uaually help 1n the organlzatlon of the game,‘and only glrls w1th £

';f?beads on the walst canttake part There are d1fferent k1nds of beads

"fSome are coral beads, and the most common ones are made out of coconut



- by each group

shells.  As early as the age'of.about five, girls start to wear beads .
on their waist. The number. of beads on a g1r1's wa1st is an 1nd1cat10n

of the social status of the parents Girls w1th.one or two beads are’

from poor.homes._ In thlS'game,-glrls who.have no beads borrow soime

from their mates. - Twelve wooden . stools (most common'seats)-are used

]
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Two teams of twelve girls in each group compete The stools_-'

" are 11ned up in ‘two stralght rows. A member of each group Jumps over
eachgof.the stools There is v1gorous shake of - the walst after everyL
1and1ng Thls flrst pa1r is followed by other pa1rs unt11 all have
‘had thelr chance The song that goes W1th this Jump1ng exercise 1s
Ykiorumi ye dom1>‘ ye ha 1-e,-'4 ‘ |
-jMeaning{'."Is:ﬁromi'market-stlll'exlsting? .Yes;;of,courser”
| At.thensecond round,:the;songlis;_- o A
k'Ekpakpafyehribho byebha -‘e{
B ’Meaningil‘"Can I st111 have corn to buy? Yes, of course ”_',:'

At the thlrd round, the beads wh1ch are normally'worn on the
walst by glrls are pulled up’ to the chest for the Jumps Tl

~ The only rule 1n the game 1s that knocklng down any of the

wooden stools 1s a fault aga1nst the competrtor.“ The number of girls‘

:who fell durlng the competltlon and the number of stools knocked down". : -:?=

f :
S
Lo

{help to dec1de on the w1nner

3[144" IMUOMON RE EDE The mean1ng of the t1tle of thrs game#”{flf'vi‘

'"I have brought a ch11d to the r1Ver L Thls 15 a ch351ng game.,17

'ifEach player carrles one other player on h1s back (The;gn?tom.among?
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the people is for women to carry their children on their backs tied with

.the tradltlonal 101n cloth ) There is one "It” to‘beglnpthe_game. Who-

ever’theaﬂlt” touches, surrenders his child (the partner carried on

" the back).” The fun of the game is in the difficulty of the players to = .

Tun with someone on their backs. . The last pair t® be caught are the -
winners.

15. EKPEN KHA MUEN EWE This game 1is. very popular and is
: 5

_ played any t1me of ‘the year by both boys and glrls between the ages

. ]
of six and twelve Any number of players between ten and thlrty can

X

'play at a given t1me

<

‘ The ch11dren form a b1g c1rcle by joining the1r hands. A

) ch11d is at the centre who represents "Ewe" (goat),'and another player

A

','stays outs1de the c1rc1e who represents "Ekpen" (leopard)

' The "leopard" attempts to catch the ”goat " and those in the

_ c1rc1e do the1r best to prevent_thls ' As the c1rcle _moves. round

t{ng th1s song

1 Xha mue eye kh1 OJe nu o
AgJolemu S __--';’ (‘fdr ?:'
,Jienu»no mu'so OWaIQT:" B

TIrO
B

Jolemu | 7
,dThe leopard who llkes to catch a goat should be allowed neo

_;Sometlmes the leopard succeeds 1n gettlng at the goat

The game contlnues when other chlldren take the1r turns 1n fi.'h

. - .vplaymg the "leopard" and the "goat "

;7. The rules are sxmple F1rst the "goat" statloned at the centre fﬁf

L
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,?" ~

e . ,

- of the circle must not run outside the circle when7then"leopard"
~attempts to catch it. Second, a break of hands in;the:circleAshOuld .
" not be used by the ”leopard" for the catch Such'a.catch is neyer».- | .
a_valld.one. ‘
16. AKHUE Thls is  one ver51on of the. marble game descrlbed
earller under the head1ng "Ise " TWO players are, 1nvolved The marbles o

‘are d1v1ded equally and each- person plants h1s marbles on hlS own 51de

. of the court. In the plantlng, pyramids of four marbles are made,.'

' that is one marble is placed on the top” of three marbles.~ Like .
f'other vers1ons, one marble is left over to start\the game |

- | The whole idea is to f1rst scatter or break down the pyramlds
. of marbles befOre attemptlng to knock each marble Any marble that

is knocked is added to the marbles to be used 1n throwlng 3 Marbles
“that are throyn must sp1n towards their targets The person who first
succeeds 1n knocklng all the marbles of hlS opponents 1s the wlnner
l:ThlS gamg 1s popular among boys, and 1% frequently v1ewed 1nfthe open' :
tareas at: the front of the houses . - & L

S

l7 OJEMELE (K14§ of Monkeys) Th1s»game ls for boys and

i girls ‘The chlldren pa1r up holdlng each others upper arm face to face

t:eThese pa1rs fonm a l1ne The smallest or 11ghtest of the chlldren is »ﬁl

'Lhelped to Cllmb up to walk across the brldge formed by h1s or her mates.,;{:;;f

S o5 _ .
_ ThlS ch11d c11mb1ng is the "K1ng of Monkeys RS He supports hzmself py r;"‘ﬂl
: plac1ng hlS hands on the heads of hlS mates As the "Klng of Monkey"”'f{55‘

tmcompletes g01ng over the f1rst pa1r, they qulckly move to extend the
: R Yh
'l1ne Thus a contlnuous cllmb is. ensured the "King of Monkey n- f.3fx-.*v




e

o




126

_ Rqadagada

.O.

 Figure 27.° Ikoto,
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" The children sing the following song in praise-of.the‘monkey:
Ojemele hele oran no ajie helen | \ |

.;Obhakl jie helen Uhelen obhebhe ', ‘

«OJemele helen oran no aJle helenA.
| Meaning: '"Thou K1ng of Monkeys, climb the trees that pleases you. ’Ifi
. any tree is d1ff1cu1t to c11mb skip 1t and c11mb another "o .
) 'The "Klng of Monkeys" cdn- be played by one or two players at

’.ia time : When the "Klng" sllps he 1s“he1ped to,contrnue the c11mb (see

Flgure 26)
BENIN-
f;l. OLATORO A popular m1xed act1V1ty for boys and g1rls

betWeen the ages of seven and twelve 1s a seeklng game entltled "Olatoro " B
.\ . ,/_.,

: It is most frequently played dur1ng moonllght hours and typ1ca11y 1nv01ves . )

i

some ten to twenty players | 7 1;,'?’ 1‘ f:}_;v”

. The ehlldren Joxn hands ‘and form a b1g c1rc1e As they move ,'
ws around the c1rc1e, they s1ng a song In th1s song, each part1c1pant s
name ls mentloned and he 1s requested to drop hls dress 1n the centre’:*::
»of the c1rc1e . If a member has no dress on he poznts a f15t to the |

R S . .
- centre of the C1rc1e as a, substltute for dress Thetsong goesvllke%thls;

. A' tOlatoro‘;,;,{ﬁ},a Latoro; "‘n,,f- | o S
- 1 ~'Olz‘itoro"' t;,f.. hatoro‘ h':v.'h-hg>nb ; vidf.;njihz'ihr
S Atoro ghi tore rhamwen vbo rerh1mw1n‘ Q;.;ﬂtlhatoro::
’ ”;Atoro gh1 tori yevben Vbo- e rhrmW1n }-{;:lf;;erétd?aA”;?f"”‘,

“'Olatoro }.L;;.;;.. Latoro



01atoro .......... Latoro.
Ojo.banukponfnu.rie'ya toro, .;,i_;:..L Latoro
When every member has dropped his or her dress the ch11dreh
form two groups One group collects all the dresses and goes 1nto h1d1ng
_twhlle others 11e face .down. It is the. duty of the group left behlnd to
find . out those in h1d1ng in order to recover the1r dresses Somet1mes p
| they are successful. But 1f the group 1s.not successful in f1nd1ng out .
'_fhose»in‘hiding; an“appeal in form'oﬁ a-song.ls\vade,for them'to;come ,
out. o | | | | |
Oyi”noerhie vbun ukpon |
erurukponcbben gun'vb;h\ o
.:OY1 ho: me se.” - . vit :'l,"'Oﬁ ’
~In. th1s song, those who are in hid1ng are labelled th1eves flf'
- but wlth a dlfference -- they are beautlful and good thxeves. ,(rﬁ;:‘
h thlS soc1ety, any thlef caught 1s heaV1ly pun1shed ) They f1na11y
' - come . out of h1d1ng and each person takes back hlS or her dress.‘ The
f’.‘éame.can be repeated e .
| In some parts of Benln, there are var1at10ns ofAthls game..‘

:In one area the c1rc1e wh1ch the ch1ldren form wh11e 51ng1ng the song

'moves so- sw1ft1y that some players are unable to keep up Any player ff'

: ”ﬁi‘who breaks the cha1n must leave the c1rc1e The last two in the clrcle L

B :are dep051ted

fcollect a11 the dep051ted,dresses and are permltted to hlde w;th them.»l(';"
'f:In one other ver51on chlldren who have no clothes on are requested each

to touch thelr navel prlor to p01nt1ng to the CltCle where the dresses

Vo



_ The game is then repeated

51ng thls song

e

-'2. OGBLTUTU LENOGIE Fhls is another fbrm of "hlde and

scek" game (of the btay whcrc you arc- unt11 found var1ety) plnyed by

129

boys and g1rls A group of ch11dren appo1nts a leader among themselves,

This - leader is called "Og1e " ThlS leader b11ndfolds one member "It "k;,.

found a place fD\hlde the "It" is" left to frhd those in. h1d1ng The

'_ flrst person to be caught becomes the new "It" 1n the subsequent game

Where the "It" falls, those 1n h1d1ng come out on the leader s call
| : » , S T PR
: 3. EKPENGHA MUEN EWE VBUDEZI There Seems to be unlformlty'

1n th1s game all over the State The song pattern however, var1es

'~;h from one ethn1c grOup to the others even though they all convey the same

meanlng

)

Boys and glrls get together and form a b1g clrcle Jo1n1ng

Y

One’ or two other chxldren stay outs1de the clrcle representing the

"llons.ﬁ ”Those 1n the c1rc1e move anti clockw1seﬁa$*fast as they

can to prevent the "11ons" from gett1ng at the'"goat" whzle they

.7*§}H gloremu ff. -
B G1oremu no mu gbe re

Ve! gloremu._ Me. Me

N whmle others go to hide. When the leader is sure that every member haS‘-

. hands A ch11d goes to the centre of the c1rc1e to represent a "goat "'5




i "Umogun" thrOugh hlS own court across the d1V1d1ng 11ne to dlslodge R

-one or more of hlS opponent's marbles. If he sucteeds 1n dlslodg1ng

| 'imarbles Marbles are usually shared among the team members on the

'ﬁ-bas1s of sk1ll and age The most sklllful player of the team receives

iplaylng T:{,g):f} ﬁfhhbfftT;filhe;af'f;;ff; QA -3ji.=f’
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.~

. for both position and the game continues

4. .AKHUE- The game of "Akhue" as played in Benin is more )

°

’Adetalled than in any other part of the State SIn Urhobo the game is
.'also ealled‘Akhue'but lt is Ise’ 1n Owan and Ishan The court.slb

‘-tis the.same~in the‘four groups A few spec1al marbles known as‘.

‘v "Abode,ﬁ_"0d1bog1e" anﬁ "Og1e" planted behlnd the last 11ne make ﬂ';ﬁ

o the Ben1n vers1on dlfferent from the others : The two teams dec1de on i:
~who 1s to start the game after all the marbles have been planted
'mOne marble wh1ch 1s supposed\to be the most beaut1ful one, called ;f }'

1f_'”Umogun" ‘is used to start the game. t'f' ;?f"m"".tﬁﬁ:'f--fu

The leader of the team starts the’ game by Spinn1ng the B

g,any marbles, the oppos1ng team 1n return w1ll use both the~"Umogun"‘fj!f??]”'-7

”ﬁj*and the dlslodged marble/s in an attempt to dlslodge the other team's'A jh-*h"'

1the greatest number of marbles to use 1n thelr attempts to dlslodge o

or dlsplace the opponent's marbles The team that succeeds 1n d1slodg1ng

R all the opp051ng teams marbles 15 the w1nner

_,j"gules.‘:;fl;. Each player must sp1n the marble. No throw1ng 1s allowed

A player must stand or be behind the "Ogle" before
. \\v.‘”‘ U .

V?-l's Any marble that passes the dlvidlng llne known as "Uwu"

‘5y,r is va11d A méible whlch displaces both the player s and the opponents' i;rlf'.:’




' ‘__sandy spot

'marblcs is returned to: the player and the dlslodged marbles-h

‘replanted N .t- i"' o ,'ﬁf ']jA o S

o~

24 A marble splnnlng along in- the opponent s court should
never ‘be obstructed by the opponent It can only be stopped after it Lh
"<had dlSlOdged one marble. A sk111fu1 playem can dlslodge as many

z‘ ‘;.",

'marbles at one. t1me as p0551b1e w1th fast sp1nn1ng

_— S

‘ ".S,: A serv1ce marble that ends up at “the, neutral space can ;fﬁd;.d
: be plcked by any player‘.:k’:‘.ypir;"'ij ,?f:f..;;v“ficﬁs'h%{:;lq";_!-[»*V‘
‘5.' IKOTO A game that demands much sk111 and dexerity 1s
h‘Ikoto played by boys 0n sandy places A wh1te sheil of a dead sna11

"cut 1nto a. conlcal shape 1s/the only 1mp1ement needed (Flgure 27 )

~,'I‘WO or more players 51t or squat ln a c1rc1e around a weil prepared

The oldest player starts the game by sp1nn1ng the con1ca1

Lo i . ]
- shapped shell on the sand cuts the sand beneath the sp1nn1ng shell y3

dh with the flngers so that 1n turns ups1de down

Each player takes h1s turn ‘in an ant1 clockw1se dlrectron

; hh;At the end of the f1rst round a11 the players WhO were unsuccessful

O [by all others ;jff flhigffvhflJ;'j‘;:l~ T!: :fr"

;- in the1r attempts are penallzed by the suecessful ones._ The penalty
; 1s that all those who were successful would g1ve each of those who
L ffalled a knock w1th the shell on the back of the1r palms Sometrmes ;.ddw'v=
tthe number of knocks could be two’ or more.il;fifi}"’ e

e Another Vers1on of the game is to allow the unsuccessful

” *Lplayers a second or. more rounds untll one player s left to be penallzed;fdiﬁfk1
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i
One other method of play is to.spln the shell in the a1r
_and allow it to fall on the palm sp1nn1ng before sk1llfully maklng .
'1t to turn face down on ‘the’ sand Only_the exper1enced ‘and sk;lltulv: .
-players use th1s method 1-.”': y_".? ?;ﬁd‘fl ‘:‘. L . ; o E';":,:
'I'here are two rules in th.e éame ‘.
The shell must sp1n before 1tk15 made tOIturn upsxde '
zi;}; If by chance the shell turns up51de down befbre the -
‘sand underneath 1t 1s cut the player must qurckly draw a short 11ne
T?'on the ground W1th afinger to make the play va11d 5 If the player Vﬁ:
\.isallows any other player to make thlS 11ne before h1m, then the play
115 made 1nva11d and the player 15 glven a second chance f S
v The paln that results from the penalty‘of the game makes i
‘.._Vparents or some adults dlsapprove of chlldren 1ndulg1ng in the :
.Lgame -.. - _.- i.’}ﬁ R ' .. '.',. } g 1 _
v-j; o ,.ﬂé?u ULOKD TUE EBE Th1s game‘ls 51m11ar‘to Okereke Okereke ;3f¥reih't
hf;descr1bed below . Instead of a Sthk the’palm kerned is the 1mp1ement:fd”.A
;?ueed: o | h_ ; S | 1_;;5“ : | - i
: About seven to flfteen ch1ldren 51t or squatdln a‘c1rc1e .;ﬁ?‘i?;l;'":

H7;fformat10n The leader d1str1butes the palm kernels one to each player
vilﬁand leads 1n a song "Uloko tue ebe" to whlch the others respond |
'n"Emue de emuen ": As they a11 s1ng, the palm kernél nuts are passed
.,_?rhythmlcally from one player to the other 1n an ant1 clockw1se drrectlon.wlzlff;f
;;Any player who 1s found to possess two palm kernels at a t1me rs o

.fVLLpenallzed wlth a gentle knock on the head by each member of the group{ﬁfufi*ufiin
: SR A e S .

e i A SR

[T
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Fhe game contlnues unt11 members atree to dlSperse

'vﬁ73 BHA GHI HORE The content of thls actlng game for 81rls,.._'f;
as well ‘as the style,.ls trad1t10nal A queen or any 1mportant woman
f

. in the tradltlonal soc1ety would need the serV1ces of house servants "h

‘ ‘and malds Thus this aspect of SOClal 11fe 1is, belng preservedsfor gﬂi”'

. o

us-in thlS actlng game
: About ten to twenty:glrls break 1nto two equal groups each‘}ff
| under an elected leader who 1s de51gnated "Queen " One "Queen" goes
' to ask for the serv1ces of a. house-ma1d from the other Thereupon ait-f,‘
o set d1alogue takes place‘(llteral translatlon] s L

theader B: "What do you cone for7";”5“

J";” {ﬁe-h’f7k"What do you want to do w1th a.chtld?n}afef;fd*':
1‘v""?hh }'_f "To help me 1n.my domestlc work Queen "
- hi,aﬁ'f'Blff“91_"W111 YOu take thls?" | | ‘d' i

: ﬂj: }Af;ft.l,"Queen thlS Wlll f;ght my husband and I together s 5." -
.h?utalfgr;h;fft"WOn 't you take this7" ;5f RN o ff,ﬂ h
v'"if:;A;{l;:.f"Queen thlS w111 steal ‘my. soup SLE e
Z{?L:::fh'-h '?Q"What of thls’".:“{f"h‘""" -
:l_7h 1d;hi45jeif”Queen, thlS 1s btgger than I an'"
“’hﬁﬁilgﬁi'_i i."Don 't You 11ke th157"_;gﬁdi.fh' |
ylﬁk,nlAET;;&:g“Queen, thls Wlll take my husband from mé % ’?i-f'ihhirii

k -”Qf'ﬁA.ff_'f;"Queen a Queen does not take a,Queen “’;7 ST R

‘_fuﬂit: h;;iidg]"Okay, choose the One you llke i

*ifuf:::A;;iui::"It 1s what one 11kes that ono takes "

,‘(-
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She f1na11y makes her ch01ce and goes with one- of the g1rls
'The other leader does the same until each g1rl is- taken by the leaders
~The only rule is that once a g1r1 is takenby a leader, she does not "

A

- go back to her former gTOUP

OKEREKE OKEREKE ThlS game is 51mllar to the game of B

)

‘*Uloko Tue.Ebe descrlbed earl1er ol The 1mp1ement used for thls 1s a
1short.st1ck about 51x 1nches long Abou;‘ten to twenty ch11dren :
srt in-a c1rcu1ar formatlon each holdlng a st1ck “A leader or someone
E ‘who knows. the game leads in a song "0kereke Okereke”'to whlch others';
'.respond "Dlm, d1m, kpom kpom " 4Th1s song 15 repeated several t1mes
h_as each player knocks hlS stlck on the ground to the rhythm of the
’=:song When the leader says "Oganaga" all respond "Oganaga Y1m" and o
',eeach player passes hlS st1ck to the player on hlS r1ght The song 1s

- repeated several tnmes to ensure contlnuous passxng of the stlcks._: *;f*m?-fff

. f_The leader would look out for any player who had two st1cks w1th hlm h-,, o

sas a: result of hls 1nab111ty to keep up w1th the rhythm.g Such a

of the cxrcle wh11e the,game

play together.

They Jorn hands and make avblg

7.3'iuj§f' L
"fWJ partner s shoulders At a second s1gna1 the hangers come

ant1 ClOClese around the c1rc1e Wlth the follourngrsong‘-'




IErhen”ha'VBuhunwoke f
Le seaerha hiaree
' e"-Lease'i&ure hiare
o . :
:fTule Tule Tule o . f. e
theaning; "There 1s f1re on fhe mountalnti Leave your father and
'hmother and run- for your 11fe " Players who are not- runnlng clap
b"hands to cheer others At the 51gna1 by the leader that the f1re 1s
out, the players who are runnlng try to get back to thelr partners |
'-,The last palr is made.to kneel down at the centre of the c1rc1e
The e11m1nat10n contlnues w1th the repetltlon of the game
| At the 51gna1 that the f1re 15 out no runner 15 alloued

1

to run back or across the c1rc1e to hlS partner

v l

As there are often 1nc1dents of f1re outbreaks because of

gl ::7‘ }.'}

_3the grass houses in- the v111age, th1s game seems to be a rem1nder to

| "the ch11dren that everyone has to run for dear 11fe.. But thls runnlng

dlhmust be d1rected by the older members of the commun1ty

'.'?‘\

'“tisyf:’f_{~_10;{‘ se® (A game of chance) A gue551ng game enJoyed by

. boys and g1rls allke 1s Ise.l_It is played w1th any t¥pe of the local

""ff,seeds ava11ab1e4e1ther 1ndoors or outdoors. Bach player 1s expected

R *‘:.—'to brmg some seeds 11n. order to ’part1c1pate in thfi:game ‘ R
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v -

that is one, three, five and seven, -

: i v Lo
2, "lzu" is an even number betweén one and seven, that

" is two, four and six

- 3. "Oyo" 1is any number above seven

1f the guesser guesses correctly,_the caller surrenders all the seeds

in his palm. .But 1f the gueSs is. wrong, there 15 n0-loss of seeds"

o S .-
to either party The wrnner is. the player who succeeds in ga1n1ng

~all the seeds of the other players .-'T V:.Jf

|

ff :\7, _ AGHADAGHADA Thls game i s1m11ar to the games of

‘ Abok1 in Urhobo and Kala 1n Ishan )

The only dlfference 1s§g§at 1n thrs Ben1n ver51on the guesser

"fls glven a- second chance to re~start the game after a wrong guess.-

"l2 OKHOKHO NA GBEVA Thrs game 1s 51m11ar to the games

strcks palm kernels or pebbles from one player to the other

PENEY

,orn a c1rclihformat1on already recorded 1n thls study

Ih thls versron the leader holds all the stlcks or palm

”T_Lhwhlch others respond "Toloza;" the 1eader begrns t° pass the 5t1°k5

'wl,for palm‘kernels to other players Thls he does at a fast speed to the

g

’;frs not 1n po%sess1on of the 1mp1ement. Such a player 1s ellminated

fﬁthat no one 5 all?ﬁ?d to scramble for the lmplement..; 177*f:f"

.:KOKOYE OYE Th1s rs a h0pp1ng cOntest OVer 4 g1Ven' S

E S

Tikernels at’ the start of the game as qpposed to the 1nd1V1dual hold1ng ;" s

.,~h1s st1ck or palm kernel At the start of a song,."IV1n vbare," to 4ilv}1;ff

' vother players The leader watches out for any player who at one moment ;f‘lf-”

The oniy rule whlch is strrctly enforced by the Ieader 1s :;aj;?.77"




':;,across the space The person so. carr1ed goes back to carry another

137
u'diStance- The hoppers (boys or girls) form two groups and- dec1de on

the length of the space Each group goes to each end of the spaces wh1ch1,>‘

could be ’"Hhards or more depend1ng on the age of the hoppers

| “mhops from hlS p051t10n across the space to the -
:w1thout changlng legs or touchlng the ground w1th |
,sy hopper who is unsuecessful gOes to 301n the f;: 5“f..;
ﬁ{group w1th the greater‘number of players after f;;;;:hl*:;
gad hlS turn, is the wlnner _;:;%*111‘§';?] ';;'};p i

? song that goes w1th the hopplng exerc1se 1s.; fr1f= N

1?Yowe’Ramot¢’

_ayewe Ramoto.;_fxi-’

Meaning} i:;that your second foot does not touch the ground " r.j"

ULELE Th1s game 1s a test of strength for boysﬁf;,ufTJ

';. 'groups/Ebmpj carry1ng each other prggy-Back over a glven d1stance..}f;f,ﬁ“;

. iAivaria ) , ih wyour partner on the shoulders.¢_f

: ;place One member of each group stands at the end of the 81Ven dlstance;*}’
At a g1ven command by the leader, the two members at the end of the '.:;QI:

- 81ven dlstance run to carry the f1rst person on each line plgg';“"”

~~.;.

member and so on.( The flrst group to complete the rpunds 1s the winner.

The game can be repeated

, 15 OGBO Thls is. a type of "Tug of-War" and 1t is more




.popular with boys than girls. As soon as there are enough boys to

pa1r up for the contest a 11ne 1s drawn on the ground and each member

R

- of the pa1r stands on each 51de' f the 11ne The palr grlp each other s

hands and the contest beglns‘ P xercxse 1s 5 to: see how many -

to pull thelr partner oVer‘the line

L g'jiéfijVBOMI It was recorded that the eldest son of Uba fﬁ-

Y \ -

a_Ozolua (1481 - 1503) fell fractured hls 1egs became cr1ppled and 5o could not

';f;relgn as K1ng of Ben1n He and others were Jumplng over "Agbodo" B

1n

4Efp0nd (Egharevba 1951 18ﬂ There are stllli'g ‘exercises among
'jafnthe ch11dren } ma1nly Jump1ng for dlstance

'"rl7. OFEN OYEYEKUYE Th1s 1s l1ke the Engllsh game of

. '"cat and mouse " One player is chosen "cat" and one "mouse " The

"ffrest form a clrcle holdlng hands tlghtly The "cat" is: outsxde, and

FO the "mouseP is 1nsxdeﬂ3he clrcle The "cat" attempts to catch the f{if*;ffg

!

. "mouse" who is” free to rUn ;n and Out of the c1rc1e. If the "cat" if};r”“

Sl

'esucceeds 1n catch1ng the "mouse," thelr roles are reversed But'1f

‘ *,replaced The "mouse" 1s not allowed to rqn far‘awayjfrom the c1rcle.
ﬁ”__q._, ) R .
: S OGIUROISE Although th1s gam vls playedey}boys>ahd

».\

.'mf-game thau the boys.,fThere are two playéQE"“.

There are three ver51ons of the game.



: ',’f alternately unt11

W1nner 1s the one who has won the most seeds

. Rules..- 1 To begln the game, each hole must COntaln four seeds

"\

'dthefseeds or~marble5' Each hole contalns four seeds or marbles

Each player has the 51x holes at hlS 51de

A player starts by tak1ng the whole four seeds 1n any of

hls sim holes and d1str1butes one seed to each hole ant1 clockw15e,; f_gf o

both 1nto‘h1s holes and those of h1s opponent The opponent does the '

same th1ng and they alternate thlS process No seed is: ever put 1n ff."'

the‘hble from where thé seeds have been carrled for d1§tribut1on -;f';

.‘ ToA

To w1n a seed or seeds,ba player's dlstrlbutlon-se%d must

”'1 be e1ther the secord or. thlrd seed 1n aﬁy of ‘the opponent hoIes.-M'}ET'

Where thls occurs the two or three seeds 1n such holes have been won ff'

S

by the player The dlstrlbutlon and w1nn1ng of the seeds cont1nue ﬁ]{:

";e remain1ng seeds are too few for the gamet; The

':57:?;25~ In d1str1but1ng the seeds dur1ng play, only one seed at

‘a tlme is dropped 1nto a hole.‘”vlgf13ffjit ]‘ﬂm = “*pihffif"'

“'7“?\{ f No seed is placed 1n the hole from where seeds were '

collected for dlstr1butlon

.'}:4; To win seeds, the d1str1but1ng-seed makes the number of

the seeds in ﬁhe h01e e1thef‘two or three. ,Ti

Once a seed 1s won, 1t 1s never used in play agaln

"f,.6 There 1s no 11m1$.t0 the number of'seeds that can be s u;ﬁfff;
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®a

Summa Y. “Several 51gn1f1cant characterlstlcs emerged in
i '

- the game patterns of the Edo speak1ng people. Flrst the maJorlty

of the games were of a group nature rather than a team or: 1nd1V1dual

gorm Second very few overtly aggre551ve games were located and

descr1bed. Nerther boxing ner wrestllng ‘were popular act1v1t1es among

o

the four groups in questlon and, in p01nt of fact those examples
- ¢

of wrestl1ng whlch were found were often assoc1ated wlth r1tual

Thlrd gambllng games were non ex1stent thle chance d1d affect

the outcome of some games,,no wagerlng occurred

Many of the games : of the area were coupIed W1th chants ”-"

S e

or szggs. In many cases translataons have been 1nc!pded but 1n others '

only the broad conceptual meanlngs were set out ' In part thlS was

due to a lack of 1nformat10n whlch accrued as a result of taboos

.-

\

assoclated w1th the s1tuat10n or as a. consequence of 1gnorance as to

the or1g1n. }
- L

A characterlstlc of the’ Edo speaklng groups' games was -

that they were played at. hight (durlng the "moonl1ght" tlme) Ch11dren

spend most of the day11ght hours - at school w1th thexr paréhts in )l’
farmlng act1v1t1es, at the markets, or in huntlng exercxses. Most

frequently the play area was located w1th1n the village compound or.

1n close prox1m1ty The 1mp1ements used were ' those 1tems found 1n

) L

ready supply in the 1mmed1ate enV1r0n5v'

.‘/



. to constant 1mprovements.‘

CHAPTER V

_GAMES ™ IN -THE CULTURAL PATTERN AND ~

THEIR RELATION TO THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK -
| THE‘N_A'TURE' AND ROLE OF THEORY'

| There are many def1n1t10ns of.a theory because each -2:}a'
def1n1t1on has 1mp11cat10ns for the process of theory constructlon
Generally, a theory ‘can be taken as a set of proposit1ons or 1nter- ,t
'.related concepts, it 1s ‘an, attempt to create a model of realx;z/ v

' and not rea11ty 1tse1f It 1s for predlctlve purposes.. Soci oglcal

r

iy

-theorles, therefore, are models of soc1a1 reallty ' "Theorles are 4'.lf‘l
R best seen as approxlmat1ons to knoWledge" (Hage, 1972 183) In essence,,ﬂ'
'_.theorles are never true or false, rlght or wrong, but are probab11st1c,.;7

'that is partly true part of the t1me. Th1s qua11ty lends theorles

s

The role of theory in research accord1ng to Merton (1948),'
115 not a one way relatlonsh1p Whlie the functlons of theory in A,f o

'research are to 1n1t1ate de51gn and prosecute emp1r1ca1 enqulry,

'the f1nd1ngs in retim help in_ the development of improved theorles j';f},»ff,”

fEdplrlcal research therefore goes far beyond the pass1ve role of
‘.verlfylng and testlng theory (Merton, 1948 505) ,,One example of

Lthe act1ve role of emp1r1ca1 research is in the cdhmon experlence SRRy

*"of«observ1ng unantlclpated anomalous and strateglc data., The 1nvestigatbr

jdraws 1nferences from the observat1ons, and dependlng On hls general : iuﬁr’fi“’
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gtheoreticaihorrentatiOn these 1nferences mrght lead u1t1mate1y to

‘a new ‘or extended theory It 1s also a common pfactlce that theoretlcal
1nterest tends to Shlft to those areas where approprlate research N

’ technlques have been desrgned which enable a researcher to create

models wh1ch permlt ver1f1cat10n or refutatlon of the ba51c propositlons;f_;
«.Thls makes for.a flow of relevant data whrch helps to 1mprove the '
‘vquallty of a theory Furthermore, new technrques dlscovered durlng
"Aan emp1r1ca1 research study mlght help to re focus theoreflcal 1nterest
: Another frequent result of an emp1r1ca1 researchA1s the clarifrcatlon r
of concepts Thrs the researcher does by establlshlng 1nd1ces of |

‘the varlables under con51derat10n.l "The entlre movement of thought ”f p'"*"

iwhlch was- chr1steneda'operatronallsm' 1s only one consplcuous case '

of the researcher demandlng that concepts be deflned clearly enoughe'f'h?}'i"

”'for h1m to go to work" (Merton, 1948 505) The 1nd1ces of the con-ﬁfsf.;Ea"h

ceptualrzed 1tems must correlate w1th what they 51gn1fy /&n recog-t'fiv: R

. !

';antlon of the need for dev151ng 1nd1ces of concepts. Durkhelm asserted
that "1t is necessary ;;;_.,t substltute for the 1nterna1 fact L
wh1ch escapes us an external fact that symbollzes 1t and to study
‘lthe former through the latter" (Durkhelm, 1933 66) The dlfficulty

-~ of establlshlng thls relatronshlp 1s onéaof the cr1t1cal problems

, |
'-of research Notw1thstand1ng thls d1ff1cu1ty, attempts have been

;»7made to analyse the funct1ons of games or, playforms 1n soc1ety -’iqu'« i:;}ff:

j;fhrough some emp1r1ca1 research
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THE APPLICATioN'OE THEORY TO THE.STUDY,OF,GAMES. =

- At present the development and ut1112at1on of models f.ﬁ-f.
and theor1es w1th1n the soc1o cultural dlmens1ons of phy51cal

: g
educat1on is at a rud1mentary level in compar1son w1th other flelds

o j.'of research Very few researchers 1n thxs area have addressed :

\

| 'themselves to the "why“ questlons primarlly because of the early

'ailUrhobOIln an attempt to better understanding of the culture of

;<:f-dev1sed by Allardt, and Allardt h1mself through personal communicat1on,;:

' ’:,‘stated that such research was necessary 1n order to determlne dj*ff"“

‘:pstages in the development of thls area of study but also 1n part
because of the fragmentary nature of the research that has been
'-undertaken Among those who have are Roberts and Sutton Sm1th

A'f}(1962 and 1966) Hulzlnga (1955), anget (1951) Salter (1967), ._:

Jones (1967) Kenyon (1968) and Glass{ord {1970) | '

| '. One of the most recent ones is Allardt whose central

{thesms‘ls that certaln types of physxcal act1v1t1es are assoclated

h.w1th certaln SOClal character1st1cs such as’ the d1v1s1on of labor |

‘ o

hﬁwand ch11d rear1ng pract1ces Th1s theory is here applied 1n a

rf.study of the trad1t10nal chlldren s games of four selected cultural

-

'l?groups of the Mad Western Nigerfa namely Benxn, Ishan, Owan and

.the people To the present t1me there has been no fleld research

1undertaken to verlfy, refute, Qp>alter the conceptual schema

' *-»-‘whether the model corresponds 1n any way w1th the reallty.l;l;”e'?ﬁ;f:~;f4ffidw

'ef;~other words, wh11e Allardt has developed an 1nterest1ng theoret1ca1

'model from the standp01nt of theory constructlon, 1t 1s now requrred
F2s S R R

A S
| .
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‘~-ﬁenthu51asm is’ often evoked by models (such as that developed by

| V"Allardt), and they often lead to an oversimpllflcation of the {5-#'J. :

' Allardt's in the study of games 1n culture has merlt. Based on

. '»»'_‘144'

that the heur1st1c model be tested At Watklns has p01nted out

'P}The two categor1es of the "model of " emp1r1ca1 :
' and heuristic, serve two separate funct1 ns' in - -
' regard to the grudient.of uses. .The emprrlcal
.. .model is limited to ‘the work of pictor1a11y
fﬁpresentlng data, whereas, - the- heuristic, with -
- its-secondary relatlonships to:theory and the = =~
. ‘test of theory, operates at -the rémaining levels.'
-i': Owing to its inmate limitations’ ‘therefore, ‘the
":l;emplrlcal model ‘should only play a tran51tronal
“role-in the methodolog1cal process. ~This in - .o ¢ R
. ‘effect, 'should be the first Step- that ‘the = -‘;?.,_14‘51;: L
e researcher embarks ﬁbon, during which: observatlons,” R
. are ordered according to factors which he deems
.-+ as important. - In studies. dévoted to the .- e
. historical aspects of ‘our field far too often B
_they both: start' and finish.at this point,, although,
.. .. there'is a movement to push past this =
- mere descr1pt1ve level (Watklns, 1971: 12 13)

8. B
~¥urther, there 1s a danger 1n that a hlgh level of

.reallty or- to an over—empha51s on symbols or*form. These 11m1tation$f.”?'.?

lﬂmust be kept clearly in. m1nd when such a model 1s applled for
'”:the results that accrue are 1nd1cat1ve of the model's worklng

.di.Eand not of rea11ty Thls po1nt 1s clearly enunc1ated by Kuhn

‘q.One\of the dangers of uslng models is that the ;;211.;5Ta.' .

~".user .may forget that his model is. not of e
;?reallty, and start making unrealistic prescrlptrons R SR T
. for treating troubles of the real: world .on“the:. . ‘_" e
1}assumpt10n that 1t 1s 11ke the model (Kuhn, 1963"? I

If however, a model 1s v1ewed as useful means toward the

end of better understandlng, then the app11cat16n of models as

&

thlS assumpt1on the dec151on was taken to seek out the descraption
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‘of the games of selected groups of the Mid- Western ngerlans -

: (all groups had or1g1nated from the Ben1n Emplre) Once thlS had
‘ifbeen done, it would be p0551b1e to determlne whether or not the L

- games f1t 1nto the categorles as predlcted by Allardt 's model. .-
o An overv1ew of éthnographlcal 11terature wh1ch was - based
:hipon the four study groups (the Benin, Ishan, OWan and Urhobo),_coupled f‘

. w1th persdnal knowledge of the area prov1ded data on thelr d1v151ontitd .
:f:of labor, soc1a1 and p011t1ca1 constralnts, and ch11d obedlence :f'fj;._. e
_ltralnlné These have been dealt w1th extens1ve1y 1n an ear11er.
: ;sect1on but 4 br1ef summatlon of these three soc1a1 characterlstlcs ;““;fff~h
\ is necessary 1n order to keep the Allardt typology in focus.};;f-‘:“.

oo

In attemptlng to exp1a1n evolutlonary, structural and

51nst1tut1onal characterlstlcs of soc1et1es Allardt selected as R

' ‘,‘_,hls p01nt of departure two general assumptlons._:‘Tjjtpf'if]*f'l?;'f;lﬁf;c‘i;-~

= (1) In the development of. soc1et1es there occurs
- a transition from partlcularlstic lqyaltles, or

. from mechanical solidarity -, ‘to.a more " .
,,unlversallst1c loyalty, or. to organlc solldarity

7

- S The wrlter was born and’ ralsed 1n Owan Div151on of the Mzd- L
!jWestern State and. had’ taught in ‘Schools” and .Colleges in: Ben1n ‘Owan, .-

{“beshan and. had conducted exam1natlons for Teachers Colleges 1n Urhobo.,~t

bsz soc1a1 Tife --’similitude of consciousness and’ division- of labor, In ,""
- Durkein's . famous theory on the division of lsbor, 'the two socialftypes

J'fﬂ?induced by a communlty’of representatlons '
'“.ﬂ.obta1ns among pr1m1t1ve socxetles. The second soctet

- struggle for existence that only through progress

Th1s concept 1s tied: up w1th Durkhelm 5. twofold sources _}n-.<v~1'v

3 were those which ‘he term as‘ being: based on. "mechanical solldar1ty" ‘and
* those based on "organic solxdarity "N soczety 1n whlch solidarity uas

*nof represslve measures

o solldarlty " In th1s, the 1ncreased populatlon resulted reas
1ve-differentiati“

_:ff’func§1ons was ‘made ‘possible. (Durkhein, 1946:62).
*ujﬁmost rndustr1a11zed countrxes toda o
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'f3(2) In exp1a1n1ng the degree and k1nd of solldar1ty,<
two theoretical variable, the degree of division . =

of labor and the degree of pressure toward un1form1ty
seem to be of cruc1a1 1mportance :

.4'There are many results and theorles indlcatlng that
' 'sol1dar1ty increases when the pressure toward un1form1ty
1ncreases (Allardt, 1969 77) ST

ﬁfThe p01nt 1s made that people who 11ve in 51tuat1ons thTt are ‘

s undlfferentlated need strong norms, tradltlons, and part1cularlst1c

“';‘loyaltles 1n order to be . able to or1ent themselves 1n the soc1a1

”’gf'env1ronment._ Conversely, in srtuatlpns that are hlghly dlfferentlated

u‘;}‘(w'hlgh d1v1510n of labor) patterns of the exchange of goods become tffﬁg,'“t‘
";.1mportant and constltute a b351s for SOlldarlty | L |

The varlable, d1V1szon of labor, ls a theoret1ca1 term

‘J:Jbut Allardt attempted to operatlonallze by def1n1ng it as ". .ﬂ. the

vdf umber of d1551m11ar 1tems for exchange the h1gher the'number of

r'fﬁltems for exchange,_the greater the d1v1s1on of 1abor" (Allardt,

'*?fother and: are . later re-comb1ned into more complex structur

”}:.1969 78) For purposes of gross comparlson or analys1s of soc1et1es
o Cand commun1t1es i, h' the degree of 1ndustr1a112at1on or indiees

;«of economlc development may he taken as suff1c1ent1y prec1se indicatorsn t:;:thﬁ

'~'ﬁ<{(A11ardt, 1969 78) of the.degree of d1v151on of labor whlch has been

“ﬁi_achleved

By and large, the peoples of Ben1n. Ishan, Owan and Urhobo}

‘ ”‘are pr1ncha11y farmers. Modern technology has had 11tt1e 1mpac_ on

'w'fdiffer1ng components which became relatirely;an‘"pm c:t.'ﬂt

ubwhlch the dlfferentlated un sxfunction
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‘thelr own ba51c needs The consc1ence collectlve 1s»predom1nant :
and the key 1n5t1tut10ns are the age grades, the oxtended fam11y,

- the nuclear famlly, the re11glous rltuals and festlvals.k

| A central mechan1sm for d1v1d1ng 1abor is the age grade or

age strat1f1cat1on system wh1ch 1s common among the groups stud1ed

*,5and whlch d1ctates that the young peOple below the age of approx1mate1y

511twenty years do men1a1 work (1 e. ; sweeplng the market, carry the '

-fmud to bu11d hou;es, clearlng the bush around the houses, carry the

h water), those between the ages of twenty and forty engage 1n such

“communal work as bu11d1ng the houses and the market places,‘the older_y-' '_5 )

'_’age groups carry out those dutles necessary 1n the adminlstrat1on

'”_,Ioﬁ the V111age p011C1ng the v111age and metlng out sanctlons kAff i];:dif;h;°

f 53.;“funct1ons 1s present among all groups studred Prrmarlly app01ntedf

'.fdlst1nct separatron of tasks related to rellglous and Sp1r1tua1 o

:,as a consequence of heredlty, the sp1r1tua1 leaders of the ylllages;eﬁf

'”ﬁ.Jealously protect thelr roles in- matters wh1ch perta1n to re11g1ousli?‘~

: '.'Sand sooth sayers who prov1de these specrallzed serv1ces

".@}’date back to the early development of the Emp1re”

':j,and spxrltual functzons Among these are the pr1ests wztch doctors:ygi'f;afﬁé'
There also have been some spet1a11zed products and serv1ces/

‘f'among the people of Ben1n The Ben1n wood carvers are wqud famous

:,;for the1r craftsmansh1p In addrtlon, the skllls of metal casting '7t'fh?:fl»lf

‘hSome members of

:Althe V111ages speolallze 1n mask maklng, basket weav1ng, poftery

"5rw0rk and the weaving of cloth lhese goods are sold 1n the V111age 2o

o f'markets ;'ff‘%ﬁf;“fff"”
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At the nuclear fam11y level the father provrdes the bulk

of the food whlle.the mother prepares the meals w;}h the a551stance :‘”

\ .

of the Chlldren In the- operatlon of the farm the males are responfe“‘“

s S1b1e for clearlng the bush fe111ng the trees, f1r1ng the slash

'Jand maklng the mounds or forﬁang the holes 1nto wh1ch the seeds
;are planted Women and ch11dren a11ke ald in. the plantlng and .
a~harvest1ng process._h” ‘ | | s B R
v‘;C In addressrng the questlon of the study grOgB S plaee on
'f‘the ‘continuum- of the "d1v151on of labor" (as suggested by Allardt)
‘idt 1s neeessary to establlsh a. reference group If'the soc1al

"groups 51tuated An the cont1nent of Afrlca south of the Sahara

.are used as the ba51s of comparlson theh the Edo speaklng group 'i}f;;,f o

":fOf M1d Western N1gerla would fall on the cont1nuum of "d1V1510n

' "iof labor" toward the h1gh end of the scale Taken as a whole,
B at. thls p01nt 1n tlme and 1n comparxson w1th the industrialized

diTnatlons of the world the Owan Urhobo, Ishan‘and Benln have a

-»»reasonably small number of d1531m113r prbducts and serv1ces w1th1n

",‘;"thelr commun1t1es, a reasonable small number of d1551m11ar labor

“"U,that there 15 a. degree of occupatlonal spec1a11zat10n, spec1a1

*7gtasks Thus, in thlS comparatlve f1e1d they would be 51tuated
’.ytoward the end of the contlnuum 1abe11ed "10w d1v151on of labor ";ff_.7”" L

@

:'~"Wh11e the groups under study are dom1nated by 1nst1tut1ons such as ;ﬂ’fgffifkﬁl

‘iﬁthe nuclear famlly, k1nsh1p groups, and age grades, 1t must be noted’:?;ift'

'..'_.‘.schoolmg proglzams, and the oppOrtun:Lty for 1)011t:1_<=al part1c1pation.

L¥51ndustr1allzat10n 1s deve10p1n8 as typlfied by the plywood plant
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Conversely, a non formallzed rule structure was con51dered to be

il

cement factory, experlmental farm, f05511 fuel product1on and

‘,:on the scale than 1ndustr1a11zed natxons but they are deflnltely

a._ o S
o r

not at the low extreme

In applylng the varlable of d1v1s1on of labor to hls

theoret1cal model of games 1n soc1ety, Allardt noted that many game.'jf‘!?':hif
| BRI A

o act1V1t1es started w1th1n the boundarles of a commun1ty, 4 nerghbor-fi

i .

hood or the k1nsh1p group leed or formallzed rules governlng
play in such enV1rdnments were not requ1red and those that d1d
ex1st were subJect to. ready alteratlon ‘Vp;{fifi’g' o :
o iiffJW1th 1ncre351ng dlfferentlatlon these games and

.. sport’ activities have become. more ‘formalized and

,Jifforganlzed by new institutions,. In the course of
- development’ $port activities have themselves '

::,become 1ncreas1ngly dszerentlated (Allardt, 1970; e

v:.p.h_zs)

:‘;

i It was based upon thls rat1ona1e that the flrst hypothe51s was

formulated "The hrgher the d1v1sxon of laborlrthe more formalrzod

the rules of th games " T,i€f §iph ;';Lf}m .

i s L

In order to test th1s hypothes1s the general dependent

‘

L 5 varlable was determlned that 1s, the frequéhcy of occurrence or

number of games found w1th1n the study groups wh1ch had formallzed

'j as occurr1ng 1n those games wh1ch had clearly spee1f1ed or prec1se '

procedures whlch demanded sanotlons when v1olated those whlch

contalned a, tlme-bound or scbre«bound component, and those which

had a clearly de51gnated and recognlzable space or play format.

oy :

SRR L R

i 31355 fa°t°ry ThUS the grouP may bi subJect1ve1y placed 10wer~m 57;‘_:"33'

'hf”-rules For thls purpose, forma11zed rules were operat1ona11y def1ned ﬁi}i““i"'
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L ;“one whereln alternat1ons\an controls or guldelrnes for behavior

150

N could‘be rn1t1ated by players wrthout danger of sign1f1cant sanctlons, ar

;'>,?games wh1ch were organlzed w1th no f1xed time, score space and/ér

e

ﬁnumber of players ?];r; f,f,lf}ff'f;};;fgf_:e‘j:fftﬁ{“

Us1ng these deflnltrons, the seventy f1ve 1dent1f1ed . _i;;f
B '”tradltlonal games of Ben1n Ishan, Owan and Urhobo were c13551f1ed

ﬂfgias haV1ng a h1gh level of formallzed rules or as haV1ng a: non-,a.;A

'}formalxzed rule strpcture (see Charts A B C and D of Appendlx B)

T The results of thls analys1s are summar1zed in Table I

N _" S .ig L f', L .

TABLE I
‘ GAMES AND DIVISION OF LABOR :
FORMALIZED AND NON-FORMALIZED STRUCTURE

e ~;~~ : - r*.p;3;;;5n;:.* :

T el T

"fquharacterisfidAf_-‘- Beninj;f3fx_Ishan

" Fomalized - .| 3. | -

e | oamo |

’NQh4Faﬁméii2§dfif:'1fﬁ“;§bﬂ-.i,a;_?is'};:“

e ff ae

et?;}_ g;1;gj;?}j;;;} j‘;(gssj};;iiaftggg;;{;y;,i;§¢;5;:;g;;tgpgi;t S

In order to determ;ne whether these numbers of the two

¥

groups of games were dlfferent, a series of tests o£.

s1gn1ficance

'»*f; of the dlfferences between percentages was carrred out (see Table 2)




o ”COMPARISON OF GAMES WITH FORMALIZED RULES AND STRUCTURE "

T R U
TABLE 2 i;i,i'§;4.1f§ TR N

AND GAMES WITH NON FORMALIZED RULES AND STRUCTURE

| CutfuRe o CLASS OF GAMES™ | cRrticaL |

’;CROUPS'-_» ”*Formalized Non Formallzed .i
B £ Rules { :.; ' Rules e

Cooss g

:=zi;,of labor 1s low there 1528 tendencY for the gamev:°f the people to

: ilfsbe Character1zed by an informal rule st[“cture.

:':others as leaders 4

._;Q-'g matches of rough-house’ box;ng
o be games :in’ ‘that there weére no

.. there: ‘Were no controls between the: battlbrs,'

‘-Pi.*f become arbitrators and. separate ‘them. -
S relative‘strength‘or toughness was establxshed“among thewchild;e

“ '? *S1gntflcant at the ,10 Ievel.‘-vrs13?i~

The results of these analyses were taken as evidence to :;ss:;:_aga

"”partlally support Allardt's hypothes1s that 1n areas.where the éwis:~ n: :j;@

Indeed, when exam1n1ng;}*;ﬁf

Thls 1nforma1 manner of orgj;;zing the leader s:;i';3

4Frequently ch11dren tested thelr strength through>w :stllng X
‘Thsse act1v1ties were not considered.to

and host111ty were often’ precursc of: these ,gg}

“Through’ these. fights a hierarchy of
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_rolc is qu1te dev1ant from the formal games ‘of Europe and Amer1ca It =
"also becomesapparent that the roles played by ch11dren in the1r \ \
. tradltlonal games are homogeneous - spec1f1c roles are seldom },. l_-

establlshed ThlS situatlon 15 rapldly changlng in the M1d West R 3‘h2,-"

‘-State, and games w1th marked degree of role dlfferentlatlon are ‘.

- vvbecomlng popular notably as a result of dlffu51on Among these

‘are soccer crrcket volleyball fleld hockey and basketball Soccer {:_"
is. w1despred throughout the reglon of study and other act1VLt1es
.:'w1th a. formal organ1zat1on component are be1ng 1ntroduced by teachers R

Yoo

'vaOf phys1cal educatlon.v.,”};

N

A concept of t1me is a cr1t1ca1 characterlst1c of a soc1ety

’1ifW1th a hlghly structured d1v151on of labor 1n that the 1nter-play of

:'”Vitﬁwh1ch are characterrzed by a lower level of d1v1s1on of labor, L

‘f-funct1ona11y d1fferent roles must be comblned often 1n a tlme-bound
o 11near sequenCe 1n order to produce a complex whole., In many games of l“f,f}
r.va formal nature; t1me plays a 51gn1f1cant role to the po1nt where :
pistrategles of play wh1ch ut111ze the t1me ava1lab1e for Play emerge and :5f1f’;”
.':,are shaped and re shaped as a result of thelr.success and fallure. Not\{ h:f‘ff-
:ltf'a 51ng1e tradxtronal game 1ncorporated any element of tlme conStra1nt ;ifaijffd

W1th1n the more fam111st1c soc1al organ1zat10na1 patterns, DRI

R ; R .

: 'ticontractual relat10nsh1ps are llmlted and COVer a very narrow sector ROSRIEE P

”f,lin the 11ves of the people As the soc1ety sh1fts more towards

"'t‘}what Tonnles termed a Gesellschaft 11ke soc1ety, cOntractual relatlon- o

'fi’shlps take on an 1ncreas1ng1y 1mportant role._ The games of a
. el

g ”ifh‘SOC1ety tend to be reflectlve of the d1fferences as we&l Thefp,f;*-yl;_;7;ill'\
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Atradltlonal games whrch have been ‘described tend to be organlzed

~on the ba51s of hablt, where behav1or is more spontaneous, and those
R rules that .do ex1st are handed on by Mord of mouth The hlghly
\formallzed games of ‘a soc1ety requlre a h1gh level of contractual
b',deweTopment Rules and sanctlons are clearly spec1f1ed in elaborateﬁ
texts de51gned to ensure 1n1t1al equallty and standardlzed sanctlons .
for rule-v1olatronr Change is often sought after and 1deal1zed
:bas progress ‘ Informal sanctlons are weak and formal law preva1ls,d
but 1n most cases offence agalnst the law 1nvokes 11tt1e sohlal
'dlsapprgval :;,'fk:‘ ‘»:lf%: "fi - ﬁfw»f;"; :;". "? ;T-a

In rev1eW1ng the gamesvof the Benln, Owan, Ishan and

h'Urhobo w1th1n the framework set out by Allardt there seems to be
some Just1f1cat10n on the ba51s ‘of the data gathered for acceptlng

the hypothe51s that the hlgher the d1V151on of’labor w1th1n ‘a soc1a1

»_group, the more formallzed w1ll be the rules of the1r~games.

'.';Certalnly broad genera11zat10ns cannot be made on: the ba51s of the

'lfew games Studled yet 1ntu1t1ve1y as one examlnes the game fOrmat

‘:‘w1th the framework establlshed the propos1t1on take;.on added meanlng

GAMES 'AND: _SOC.IAL IAND --P.’OLVIT-I_CAIJ‘C_QNSTRAI‘NTS T

ln eVery soc1ety, the publlc act as a unlt to regulate
1ts 1nterna1 organlzat1on and 1ts external relatrons But the

’"'hdegree of pressure towards unlformlty varxes from one soclety to ‘>*;*7"

RS

' j'another Accord;ng to Allardt there are two cond1t10ns necessary

\ TN

"f1for strong pressures towards unlformlty 1n a’ soc1ety Flrst 1s that

_;,4~-
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@ﬁ such;a soclety, there are’existing norms which are'specific and
related to.strong sanctions which are applied with_great consistency;
‘The second is that there are no or very few confllcts between |
noTms (Allardt, 1964 171). In the trad1t10nal soc1et1es, the
sanction pattern is 1nformal determlned by cus tom and is rebre551ve

in its penalty prov1510ns. An offence agalnst the common bellefs
P

or sentiments w1th1n the SOClety 1s an offence aga1nst the. common

morallty, and hence agalnst the. system as a whole. In contrast

®

h"sanctlon pattern in modern soc1ety is formal determlned by law and TG

N ;§,rest1tut1ve. Slmllarlx it 1s also possxble to see within modern

society, the‘5ubt1e dlfferenceubetween theﬂpollticalﬂand soc1a1

1.». o

constraints; Qulte often the governmental body (the pOllty or

pOllth&l organlzatlbn) acts or takes declslons on certain nat1onal
blssues Wthh may or may not be 1n the 1nterest of the soc1ety w1thout f

_asklng for publlc op1n10n There are, of course a few exceptlons -

L

‘such as: the Canadlan example whlch is taklng place at the tlme of o
writing - a machlnery set’ up by the’ natlonal government to sollc1t h

pub11c oplnlon (the soc1ety) W1th regard to p0551b1e changes 1n

‘ the "Immlgratlon law "' But in tradltlonal small soc1e1t1es such

- as those found in mqst Afrlcan and developlng countrles p011t1ca1
ilnstltutlons are often cotermlnous w1th k1nsh1p relatlons, and the
: p011t1ca1 structure and k1nsh1p organlzatron is. frequently fused
.‘(Fortes ;;d Evans Prltchard 1940 6-7).. : B

T o As had been p01nted out earller in thlS study, Allardt

”jassumed that soc1et1es w1th strong p011t1ca1 constralnts would also
ST S ’

%

3 . .- - . . . e .
\'..l N . L . . ! 'rl . ’ N 5
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be typ1f1ed by strongv§0c1a1 constralnts This'hasinot been‘the

case w1th ‘the groups under study N ) |

Among the Benis, the‘Ishans and-to‘less eXtent, the Urhobos,
;hereditary r&lers.with thebattendant instdtUtions play anyimportant'
part in-the. ascrlptlon of polltlcal author1ty jbred1tary chlef-
.talnshlpals fdlly developed espeC1a;1y ;n,Benln and_Ishan. ‘Thlsf;s
_Raccompanied by a7SYStem of state,ranks:and‘titles'and‘is‘organized
-into alnumber of coroorate groups Appolntment to nop heredltary

tltles and- succession to the hered1tary ‘ones must be '.nflrmed by

the k1ng or head ch1ef and it is. through these t1t1e holders‘

that the k1ng or head dhlef exerc1ses hlS authorlty over hlS subJects :i'
(Bradbury, 1957 16) --But- among the 0wan people and parts of - o
Urhobo, is found a more decentrallzed.polltlcal system‘w1th authorlty if
' vested.more in the age grade organ1zat1on u Membershlp in "tltle-idl

; assoc1atron" is essent1a1 for. any person who w1shes to exerc1se

p011t1cal authorlty Senlorlty 15 generally reckoned by "tltle-\

‘agé_" fhus in Benln w1th a centrallzed State and a hlerarchy of . .}j f;;
A e 2

.‘chlefs, the polltlcal constralnts would be stronger than 1n Owan

w1th a- decentrallzed state of government It is: only at the v111age;.

1eve1 that the latter has a formal, organlzed government'lnst1tut1on;g

But is must be mentloned that the soc1a1 constralnts 1n these four -

_'groups are s1m11ar and‘gulte strong The trad1t1onal practlces‘h' .

' perta1n1ng .to taboos and the1r attendant sanctlons are well observedf"h

Flnes, compensatlons oaths, ordeals such as; publlc r1d1cu1e are

some of the measures of punlshments for offences agalnst taboos. »'
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The moral authorrty of the husband makes the - relat1onsh1p between ﬁ‘
ﬁhlm and hls w1ves that of guardlan and wards. There is an. open -
E r1valry among wives and also among children \ The four groups | |
all exhlblt strong pressures towardiunrformlty and socral cohesron -
" as a result of common cultural herltage | | .

W1th1n the narrow:conflnes:of this study‘the.social
constraints among the four groups are reasonably unlform and strong | .
The polltlcal constralns are ‘not unlform over the four groups o
The Ben1n and Ishan have stronger p011t1cal constrarnts that do

L

“the Owan and Urhobo
In a soc1ety in wh1ch there are strOng soc1a1 and polltical

4 »

aconstralnts, Allardt contends that act1v1t1es whlch requlre phy51ca1
strength w111 be more 1mportant to the people than those whlch

| requlre techn1cal skllls. These phy51cal act1v1t1es also 1nc1ude

games. It was on thas b851S that the second proposrtron was |

a
.-A\-

N formulated thus "The stronger the soc1a1 and p011t1cal constralnts }f; o

P

the more 1mportant 1s;phxs1cal strength and the less 1mportant téchnrcalf

'¢sk111 "oA game of phys1ca1 strength is deflned as’ one Ln wh1ch the

‘j:outcome depends malnly on the 1nnate phy51ca1 strength of the

" part1c1pant and 1n whlch sk111 1s of secondary 1mportance. In‘a’ ;jV

: egame of techn1ca1 skill the outcome depends on the technlque,

manual dexerlty, and f1ne motor performance of the player. ZSometimesxﬁ

a khowledge of the game is. of cruc1a1 1mportance;',-;?f; f

”'games of Benln Ishan, Owan and Urhobo were c1a551f1ed (see Table 3)

2 . .



B TABLE 3
GAMES AND. SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CONSTRAINTS

GAMES OF PHYSICAL STRENGTH AND GAMES OF TECHNICAL SKILL

is7

e ,»f B AGamer‘ _*' T S CULTURAL GngPs

¢
I

Cheracteristié;f . " Benin - | - »Ishan ' "'Owani}l

Urhobo

Physical -. | - 9 Hﬁ:r'“‘ng."'J,f;,;lsh”

'lStreHgfh: -4_'-DVHLSO$) H,:CH(7§$)._H“ HJLSSéjHE

5113C’f5V¢37'

R

Te;hhiCaI H v!;“7‘197 e

.t

Skill fffeﬂ{(sd%)ff'ﬁfe~(23%)_*'f;ffﬁes%)C

9

©In order to determlne whether these numbers of the two groups

of games were - dlfferent, ‘a ser1es of tests of 51gn1f1cance of t

dlfferences between percentages was carrled out (see Table 4)

| - TABLE 4 |
| COMPARISON OF ‘GAMES op PHYSICAL STRENGTH

AND GAMES OF TECHNICAL SKIL%)A.i

he

"fv:HGROUPS? 77. HuéhY§1¢31ﬂ‘n-:, Techn1c31 ' Wf;'RATIO
Lo Strength . Sk111 _.l SR

e

_ CULTURE. | a7i CLASS OF GAMES o ‘f.L1. CRITICAL;g?C? S

CBenin. o sos ,A‘f Coseyc 0

,;p_Ishaﬁ‘_vA" ..:':jﬁﬁij;Cfﬁ"

oo | e o

o owan | ess . | Twss o owze T

Surhobo sy oo sk | Tlas

*Significant at. the .10 level. . -



From thls analys1s it uould seem that'Allardt's hypothe51s

must be refuted leen the relatlve un1form1ty of the socual controls e

» . v

7-»among the four groups and in recognltlon that the Ben1n and Ishan B

T.g,‘ have stronger pol1t1ca1 constralnts that the other two groups 12 ;'.b '

.‘{ would be expected from Allardt's typology that the f1rst two groups
','should have a greater frequency of games whlch requlre physical

: @

-7strength than the other two groups Such was not the case The

_ Ben1n and Ishan had 22 such games between them and the Owan and

It uas further congectured that among groups that had
'__strong soc1a1 and p011t1ca1 constra1nts .the number of games/éhich
"requlred physrcal strength would outnumber those whlch comprlsed

X

y?a hlgh degree of technxcal sk111 A statlstlcally 51gn1f1eant

“"dlfference 1n these numbers was fOund only 1n the case of the Ishan'j,"'

."/

ﬁ'ialthough among the Owan and Urhobo the numbers of games of phy51ca1

'.strength outnumbered thOSe of teohn1ca1 sk111 ’5:"
o A revrew of the games of the cultural groups under study

. x%howed that wh11e there Were many chasrng, hopping and pu111ng games*f

marble games whlch were technlcal 1n nature Certa1n1y 1t 15

d1ff1cu1t to make general conclus1ons W1th the few data analysed

Altho“&h the latk of modern technology demands more use\ h'iifﬂ.ff_*-"

‘ sk111 in trad1t1ona1 soc1et1es Examples of these are the tradltionaig{“j;;ju}f

crafts.,3f-;"

whlch demanded phys1cal strength there were others such as, the fj e

Ex of phy51cal strength there are many tasks that also need techn1ca1 ;fffft.:f“




Further Allardt s.ba51c proposxt1on leaves much to be |
V”desired The 11nk1ng together of two such varlables as soczaf
) constralnts and polltxcai‘constralnts is . theoretlcallyggnsound
'éIn many soc1et1es 1t“can be found that one varlable 15 hlgh wh11e
;.'“the other 15 low thereby potentlally produclng a sttong 1nter~.€?:
t‘actlon effect In p01nt of fact many theoret1c1ans would argue.fb";f'”
’fthat the placlng of these two varlables together 1n a. s1ng1e..
pred1ct1ve statement is 11ke addlng "apples and- oranges'" ghnibénvjtnvfff#f"
>iexten51ve rev1ew of these soc1a1 characterlstlcs pert1nent.to ;*;v“ T

: thelr relatlonshlp w1th,the games 1n a g1Ven soc1ety 1s requlreg .f

. ‘GAMES' AND:‘_CHiLDﬁ’OBEDI'ENCE‘ T'RA'IN_,{NG BEAR SRty
L . . . : R ‘\ o v ’ B . . B
' It was Allardt's contentlon that severe ch11d obed1ence L

"‘tralnlng 1s assoc1ated w1th aggre551ve behav1or. In the same sense 1ifb"iibbﬂlﬂ
.sSutton Smlth talked about the "ascrlptlve game culfure" whereby
L ”chlldren in the1r play 1m1tate 1n Very c1rcumscr1bed ways the
1; ':nbehav1or of the1r-parents In conc1u51on, Sutton Smlth states
the read1ness of the chlldren to be trlggered off o |
- by the example of adults: also suggests-that ludic -
L _tendencies have. somethlng of an innate character
_j ‘ibut must be-released by approprlate external
' models (Sutton-Smlth 1969 139) =
: In tradltlonal culture, soc1a1 llfe and games appear - efﬁif;"

to have been largely synonymous 1n early chlldhoodf Games are

part and parcel of the cultural systems w1th1n wh Chvthey funct10n

Severe obedlence tra1n1ng could be seen as one other aspect of‘the




”:soc1ct1es dcrlve thc1r cohes1on by the "overla in re resentat1on
. PP 8 P

';:and membershlp of the1r lineage males in: a, hierarchlc serles of‘}:ﬂ;;,*"‘

»

}’her ch11d to be the "best "e Wlth a un1versa11y marked patr111nea1
‘z;f,Of women is ev1dent from early childhood Although the emph8515
”7Jealous feellngs Under a very domlneerlng and perva51ve father,
hg;:tradltlon demands fu11 respect to ohe s, parents‘and seniors.grﬁ:ff'ﬁ

" 'VfafAAmong the Urhobos and a few cases in the other_culturalgsroups;:

B 'a child at the age of three, accordmg tO the QQ&

*pressures towards unxform1ty and cohe31on 1n the soc1ety L1ke<5 o

A'thc Yako sOc;ety and other trlbes of southern N1&er1a, most Afr1can

po

: functlonally dlfferentlated assoc1at10n§'($mith 1968 118)

'fsoc1et1es such as these Sutton Smlth contends that the peOple,~u’

1nclud1ng chlldren’Iuremaln obedlent to the soc1a1 system but : R

i;:relleve the;r amblvalence about 1t by dlsplaced attack 1n the).

| 4m1n1ature soc1al worlds ef strategy games" [Roberts and Sutton-if;?dji_”‘;"
) “f%Smlth 1962 129) Thus people "Express aggre551on w1thout reallty b
’t'dconsequences L hurt people w1thout really hurtlng them k111

'w1thout really k1111ng" (Mennmger 1942 175)

T

"le Among the Benls, Ishans, Owans and Urhobos, 1n most cases,;"-"

'da ch11d 1s born 1nto a ﬁolygamous famlly where he or she 1s faced

7ffw1th perpetual competltlons among the 51b11ngs Every mother wants

R

‘jblaS in the k1nsh1p and 11neage organlzatlon, the subordlnate posit1onﬁ”;5dfi::,

| 'on prlmogenlture 1s an accepted custom, yet 1s 1s not W1thout some

" ‘the. ch11d 1s/constantly sub;ected to tak1ng:orders. Of course,s_ﬁ-f L

""‘ttW1th the materhal grandmother Herd thefe 1s-mol_j'f]“’
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Lo

_tralnlng The two Setsaof standards created by these two "homes"‘

I;gpresent a klnd of/confllct 1n the ch11d C1rcumc1510n or c11tor1dectomy, E
founeral r1tes, cerm0n1a1 observances and 1n1t1at10ns 1nto the age

;_grade systems are but a- few of the soclallzatlon processes of the o

Iy B TR e

'chlld These 1n the1r turn make heavy demands on the chlld aS

N

"they are’ all backed w1th sanctlons Thus the ch11d us constantly

;-SUbJected to threats, reprlmands and even corporal punlshments?”fwi”.ff
§ oo o s

‘fvﬁw1th regard to hlS manner of dress, express1on 51tt1ng p051t¥ons

':for glrls eatlng hablts, and manner of greetlng adults and parents}“ff;;tf
e It 1s 1mp0551b1e w1th1n such a study as thlS to g1ve extensxve r;r.=i‘x;
detalls of the negat1Ve sanctlons and the 1ntensfty and frequenc1es%}3,{fh;*f"

‘gof the pun1shments that are meted out to ch11dren If the above
. o \4

.....

' }1n modern soc1et1es, the ch11d rearlng practlces 1n these four
“'groups under study would be con51dered severe Certa1nly, 1n

f;'comparlson w1th the trad1t10n31 c1rcumpolar Esklmo and the Commanchedfdzjjycbi

.;.;_of the Amer1can Plalns th¥ ch11d obedience tra1n1ng of‘the Edo-v‘:ﬁ S

J"ffe‘speakang groups were very severe In compar1son w1th other subf‘fnnffj,yf S

~"»'~_-S¢1h«:tran groups the contrast 1n practlces would not be great - Bu t’fs’

.

";among the Edo-speaklng peOpIe the varlous sanctrons outlrned abOVe ?ﬁ:'ffv

”ff:;provlded 1earn1ng sxtuations for thelr ch11dren whlch reasOnable

"a'adaptlve strategles




| .ew\tf L :-f“'?7’.7"1:f‘»"-tui;"‘flézzf
or 1nten51f1ed by frustratlon whlch may be manlfested by overt EEECE
'4:{; behav1or such as 1nf11ct1ng pa1n or cowert hostlle attltude, 1t 'Gefilﬁf
is Lnltutt pronc " BAscd on thxs dcflntlon, thc scvonty flve .:nie”;f'f'
tradltlonal games from the four groups were analysed (see Table 5)‘
: ' L R S S : }V;F'~'*

S mmes “?'ﬁf;‘"-f“,"

. GAMES AND CHILD OBEDIENCE TRAINING

. AGGRESSIVE AND NON AGGRESSIVE GAMES .;g ,T{fftg_;;;fﬁiﬁj}ji.i

‘ BEDRERRRY SAEN

"_1;¢aﬁé:f?-,f 1.51_7"‘~;fef"j{f CULTURAL GROUPS

A '_v;fChéréctefiSfiE if' ~j§éﬂihi B t fIshan ‘;'?1}bwanf;ﬂr:.~Urn§§§§§' o

’

e oaggessive kool o2 [ e
o am o ame |oesw |G |

P

. Non-Aggressive | 15+ f1s ol s |l

«

‘°t5fwiff«?,iﬂ;,jﬁ”i'f3ﬂf<bs%>*i‘-iif(sé%if7j>*iiié$%1;f7.}:fteosié?:f*ﬁ'

In order to determlne whether these numbers of the two groups ,"

of games were dlfferent a serles of tests of 51gn1f1cance of the L

N / " .
dlfferences between percentages was carrled out (see Table 6)




TABLE 6 '_ i'

COMPARISON OF AGGRESSIVE GAMES

AND NON AGGRESSIVE GAMES .'

-
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-~1.'quLTURE;.,\ﬁ:{f7‘f

. GROUPS

QCLASS;QFSCAﬁﬁsfeS‘

’*"j~;CR1TICAL

:fNoheAééréssiVef_ijﬂﬁw

RATIO

__Isha

Benin -

“ ;v.iiklbﬁﬂipf”"“'

. Ishan |

Coam o

B

EIFETIER

S Owan

~Urhobs

EEE LI

*Slgnlflcant at

10 level

The results of the ana1y51s do not support Allardt'

‘ 7‘prop051tion that severe ch11d obedlence tra1n1ng 15 assoclated

:'?jw1th aggre551ve act1vit1es

In these four cultural groups, the

'"Sﬁanaly51s revealed that there are more non aggressxve games (57)

75~hﬂthan aggre551ve (18)

‘.;examples of aggre551Ve sports contalned 1n Allardt's typology —‘iﬂff

"5iand Aggre551on
"';!,Spklchard G Slpes (1973)

“*}1dea that there 1s such a th1ng as accumulable aggress 1e;’ension,.;

'”fwigieven on the 1ndxv1dua1 1eve

"‘?‘firugby, box1ng and Amerlcan football.-
Ti [have also been supported by a very recent study °"

An Emp1r1¢a1 Test of Two Rlval Theorles" by :jﬁfl_

is study castsl

ififfjcertalnly on the soc1al 1eve1 and perhaps, under*_ost circumstancﬂs,

The cénclusxve fmdings‘of his

"War Sports

”;“ngvdoubt on the.

None of the games collected f1tted 1nto the

The flndlngs ef thls study ;iﬁij.

B T R T



17*,?.1n1t1at1on rltuals and also for the 1nd1V1dua1 to assert hlS = R

were that
»’War and combat1ve -type 5ports . do not,
. as often claimed, act as. alternatlve channels
. for the dlscharge of accumulable aggressive -
-tensions.  Rather, than be1ng functional - L
alternatlves ‘war and combative sports act1v1tles
. .ina soc1ety appear . to- be .components.of a ST
',-~broader culture pattern (S1pes, 1973 75) f‘“ e

'The relevance of these f1nd1ngs to Allardt 'S th1rd

- prop051t1on 1n partlcular and to the ent1re study 1n general, \ *n,f-.

X

'.must be noted 'i 1'5:1f‘:{;

The taclt 1mp11cat10n 1n Allardt EX prop051t10n that

164

' severe obedlence tralnlng 1s related to aggre551ve games 1s that'-V”' R

there is a bUlld up of host111ty or tensxon whenever strong

'jnegatlve sanctlons are applled This v1ew was not found tenable”?-a B

'by S1pes (1975 80) nor was’ 1t supported by the f1nd1ngs 1n th1s g3“

‘Tstudy The absence of 1nter-group compet1t1ons 1n the many

N festlvals and other ceremOnles among the people are also 1nd1cat1ve 3

o’

','of the prevalence of non-aggressive behav1or patterns among the .4;‘_;5lfﬁ-

‘p*'peop1e As was mentloned earller, wrestllng matches s%rVe as

'.:p051t10n 1n the group In these soc1et1es there ;s more ev1dence

'lljj1s gradually changlng today as people compete to acqu1re modern’t"fd‘

g amen1t1es£§>Ch11dren now engage in aggre551ve sports such as soccer, B

R - A
"frbasketball and boxlng The 1nfusxon of new values and norms w111

}"“dOUbtleSS y1e1d SIgnif1cant Changes 1n the game patterns of the | .75
S I R R
'ﬂ'fﬂChlldre" féff7fl*“}fﬁ'-;v;‘!ﬂin' ﬁ“}u'jl x

'“:a7of cooperatlve 11v1ng than of compet1t10n strategles The 51tuat1on¥;j




| | In concln51on,.thepabove analysrs of the data Fupports
'the val1d1ty of Slpe $ Culture Pattern Model more than the Dr1ve
D1scharge Model of the Psychoanallsts Th1s is no quest1on but -
"that the Dr1ve Dlscharge Model must be further 1nvest1gated -.

ke partlcularly as 1t pertaxns to games and organlzed sport The

ylssue 1s far from being effectlvely and def1n1t1ve1y resolved “i.-. S

GAMES AND INTER.ACTION oF DIVISION OF LABOR EEPR

AND SOCLAL CONSTRAINTS

The.1nst1tutlon of chleftalncy and the age grade system
. 1n the four groups studled manlfest the 1nteract10n between the
| 1‘d1v§51on of labor and the soc1a1 and pOlltlcal constralnts ) As;i.fn
'has been saxd ear11er,v1n some areas, the age grades do not only
;:do varlous types of communal work but also help to preserve the‘
trad1t10na1 practlces There 1s also a form of d1v151on of labqglij
j.among the ch1efs who eXerc1se p011t1cal control It has also

.,been stated that some of the crafts practlsed such as the carv1ng
f{_of 1dols, weav1ng of ceremon1a1 dresses help to preserve some of

'V; the cultural herltage wh1ch often tlmes constltute constralnts

'on the people The soc1ety 1s sacred 1n that tra@m@nd , S

"virltual play al large part 1n the 11fe of the 1nd;V1dua1 K1nsh1p

' ' s-

",_t1es are strong and natlonal behaV1or 1s predomlnant The varlous

i~.§; corporate bod1es and 1nd1v1duals cooperate to achleve peace and

- harmon)' h

the community In such>a soc1ety as this Allardt

- assoclapes a prevalence of team.as compared w1th 1nd1v1dual games.; ;QTT.Q??;'
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7

» This has led to the  fourth proposition that:

"the 1ower«the“ \

division of labor-and'the strohger the'social cohstraints the

1more popular are team sports, and also the hlgher the d1v151on

of labor‘and the.weakerkthe cqnstra1nts,~the more.popular ere
team SEorts.“' |
o o fI'Ihe.seventy-five‘gamesfcolleetedvdhriﬁg,the stwdy were
R analysed on the ba51s of the 1nteract10n of the two 1ndependent

varlables and the results .are shown below (see Tahle 7)

T f5;‘ MR TABLE 7

GAMES AND INTERACTION OF DIVISION OF LABOR

",

AND SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CONSTRAINTS

b TEAM AND INDIVIDUAL GAMES

. Game | CULTURAL GROUPS

vCCharacterjstic‘ - ‘Benihi 15uIshén o :-OwanC' hlUthDO{I{

Team

12‘.:_A>..

b (6?%);?

oowy- |

ooy

'f'16553

Individual

o (3$§j;"f

.‘:;=5Ir;; o

Dgéé?i?ti

>'78e”f~-C

:f;IQOQIff :

”ﬂ;f’4i;I,

ltf”t?é%jStﬁ DL

A ser1es of tests of 51gn1f1cance of the d1fferences between j{_s55-'f'

/

S e

'vf, of g es were dlfferent (see Table 8)

»”

the perCentages was carrled out to determlne whether these two groups vf:.f'“ -



- COMPARISON OF TEAM.GAMES AND INDIVIDUAL GAMES

e

TABLE 8
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.
 CULTURE CLASS OF GAMES CRITICAL"
GROUPS - ‘Team | Individual 'RATIO
*-Benin 67% 33% L4
Ishan 70% 29% 1.57
o , -. L :l:' _
~ Owan 60% 405 - 89 "
" {rhobo o 80% 205 . 2.31%
*Significant at .10 .level. . R

o The results of the analy51s part1a11y support Allardt'

,prop051t10n that soc1et1es w1th a lqy d1V1510n of labor and w1th

-strong social constralnts .are assoc1ated w1th more team than
. . .

1nd1vidua1 games (For pu;poses of the study group games were

f1nc1uded w1th team games = see def1n1t10n of terms - and were o
= : .y o ) S

- more numerous ‘than’ team games per d&f) o

ThlS prop051t10n sets out a prOposed relatlonshlp among

:~var1ab1es Allardt contended that

, f solldarlty and cohe51veness in: soc1et1es SIS
low:division of labor- xs obtalned when soc1al
constraints are strong (197Q 28) ~”

-He further assumed that solldar1ty and cohe51veness 1n a soc1ety

-~ P o . v

. i_generate a popularlty of team sports By contemporary standards
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this proposition appears.tobsuffer;from allack.of face Validity.

, > .‘Team games almost.invariably‘require(a divis}on of lahor:that'is
reasonably high andlisﬁojﬁen extensiye Indeed a.hlgh degree of
-task dlfferentlatrgn requlres a h1gh level of solidarlty .and ,_fe
cohe51veness.1n order to create a flnal product.n

. Among the four groups studled very few "true" team'.
games were\}ound (see Deflnltlon of Terms) but a 1arge number of -

g§lup games were descrlbed For the most part in these games'_ e

[N

-

Q
0 . there ‘was no collectlve.ach1evement as a reSult,of¢a summatron\t.ﬁ

of effort on the part of group members but the gr0up'was‘needed‘;f: ‘
in order te'playfthe‘game If/there is Justlflcatlon for lumplng

the group games wlth team games, then the results tend to support ,> .
‘ .

the prop051tlon set out by Allardt that as

iety that 15 characterlzed

R

by a low d}VlSlOﬂ of: labor and strong soc'al constralnts W111
typ1ca11y have a greater number of team games than 1nd1v1dua11games

In th1s study f1fty two team games were.&dentlfled as. compared N

to. twenty three 1nd1V1dua1 games.. Presumably Allardt generated

thlS prop051t10n because he. be11eved that 1n a socaety that has

v

a system of "o ;‘ascrlptlve solldarltles based on klnshrp and

Lo,

geograph1ca1 prox1m1ty" (Allardt, 1970 16),SOC1a1 1ntegrat1on and o

e LS

pattern malntenance are often developed through group 1nteract10n.,*?‘~

~This concept is summarlzed as follows o '3; ;?1;,“-'3‘ ”“,”ﬁ -
, The more 51m11ar the mnd1v1duals are the greater MR f; .
v .+ the posgiblllty of comparisons’. - Consequently;, the A‘” SR

_ more similar the individuals, the more attractive
the situations, and accordlngly, when cohesion:is -
deflned through attraction, the more similarity,
‘the more cohe51on in 8 soc1a1 group (Allardt 19 T
170) At A Ll

[ T -

~ <



This might well occur through cooperative labor practices or ~ //

through team gamés where the rules of play'and_the-uniformity,ofy,f
‘the roles encouragefthe members-of the,collectivityvto behave

ina unlform way " The rules of any game may- be conce1ved of as .

social norms wh1ch soc1a112ed players have 1nternallzed or 1ntegrated |

- as subsets of the1r own attltudes;- ‘As practlce in conform1ng to, such .

.8

rules contlnues, players develop the ab111ty to conform unthlnklngly,

i.e., reactive. conformlty replaces act1ve confonnlty Thus the

- f1nd1ngs of this study are consonnant with the concept that unlformltyh

'and sol1dar1ty emerge out of 51tuatlons where. there is a h1gh

. p0551b111ty of compar1son w1th others

&

. If however group games (1 e., where there is no collect1ve"

galn) cannot be subsumed under the generlc term "team games"
'sketched 1n by Allardt, then the f1nd1ngs in th1s study do not },;[i
suppodt the Allardt hypothe51s Only a few "team games” were f»
1dent1f1ed among the tradltlonal chlldren s games of the four i
nEdo speaklng groups By the word "team” 1s 1mp11ed a collectlve{'
galn based up0n a group c00perat1ve effort aga1nst an opponent

The Jus:1f1cat10n for lumpmg the two. typ;s of games

resrdes in the fact that Allardt, in. dlscu551ng group solldarltylljﬁ'

| :and soc1a1 constralnts, focused upOn the mechanlsms that createde

- "‘“ e

~~ffa strong pressure toward unlformlty Where these occurred he '

n’

J':belleved there was less 11ke11hood of f1nd1ng legitlmacy COnfllcé::i’::'.:.

Z(Allardt, 19 :171- 172)
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Summary | In“appiying tho‘typology and the propositionsh
_prOpoundcd by Allardt to the gamos gleancd from flcld research

: among. four Edo speaklng groups of N1ger1a many problems occured

| In1t1a11y, there was the dlfflculty in operatlonally deflnlng the N
four 1ndependent var1ab1es 1solated by Allardt (1°e., d1v1sron of 'i
1abor, social constralnts, polltlcal constra1nts, and severlty of 1 ' '
ch11d obedlence tralnlng) ' For purposes of thlS study these were
t.dealt W1th in & largely subJectlve fashlon and an. attempt was made
.to 1dentify the p051t10n that the four study groups seemed best to o

f1t along a cont1nuum bounded by two extreme or polar pos1t10ns

This technlque was 1nadequate for obJectlve comparat1ve purposes
Allardt h1mse1f suggested that the va11d1ty of. é?e 1nd1cators

" mlght best be developed and tested "o using some advanced : }'; -
. L ' S o
‘forms of multlvarrate analysxs" such as transformatlon ana1y51s S

o

(Allardt, 1970 23) Future research whlch uses, as a base p01nt, :

‘t;th1s typology should 1no1ude an exten51ve rev1ew of the character1st1cs -

e ;;whrch are frequently used to theoretlcally deflne the four 1ndependent

-‘varlables These could then p0551b1y be” submltted to transforlation

| ”'ana1y51s so that the factor structures of one- group under study
t;could be compared to’ the fector structures of another.: '

‘ The pr0p081t10n5 genet&ted by the typology vary in both

’face and content valldity The f1rst proposltion that "the hlgher ?l7i-;,d

A'the d1v151on of labor, the more formallzed the rules of the activitles" .fwjfff

lhas face va11d1ty 1n that sec1et1es whrch have a h1gh d1vis1on of
¥ s

'labor must have formalized and well recognxzed mechanisms for ensuring

v

L:,

R
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that the’differentiated unitS'function in’a'compiementary mannerr.f
'.-Slnce games are symptomatlc in the sense that they are conCelved
of as reflect1ng some of the key soc1a1 character1st1cs of a group
p1t would superf1c1a11y appear that complex soc1et1es with hlgh
d1V1s1ons of labor would have a - large number of games wlth hlghly
: jformallzed and rule bound coutrol mechanlsms.» Some theoretlcal
._Just1f1cat10n of. thlS concept can be found in the wr1t1ngs of :
such scholars as Tonnles, Durkhelm, Sorokln Parsons, and others. - : o
| S - ' .
.Further research based upon thls prop051t10n mlght well prove . B '
fruitful 1f a better means of operatlonally def1n1ng hlgh and low _ o
: d1V131on of labor can be formulated f; -'f# vif.laf'h‘“fﬁp;.;"i~: ft],d" s
The second of Allardt's prop051t10ns (that the'stronger -

‘the soc1a1 and polltlcal constralnts, the more 1mportant 1s physrcal-b

v
-fstrength and the less 1mportant techn1ca1 skllls) fa1ls at frrst

ptﬂr",

"blush The d1ff1cu1t1es of 11nk1ng these two concepts together Z_ﬂ

’:af“ Very great and the interact1on of the two cannot be easily

'j{;dealt W1th 1n appllcatlon Indeed the f1nd1ngs of th1s study

IWOuld g1ve credence to- the 1dea that the games wh1ch 1nvolved
o »
'-iteChn1ca1 SklllS are of con51derable 1mportance (based on thexr

‘\

"'7re1at1ve occurrehce in. compar1sou w1th games of phy31ca1 strength)

in soc1et1es w1th relatrvely strong soc1a1 and pol1t1ca1 constralnts.-i o
ae 8 \

‘;.Further research 15 requ1red 1nto ‘sycho alyt;c theory versus o

Llearn1ng theory before t is g posit1on an be adequately handled

The very least that must be done 1s to examlne social constralnt

:'as an entlty separate from polutlcal constralnt Tozsome_e;tent”_kapi;.;t
. . . R i) . .’. N . . . L A

' L el e ‘; SN R
e v




tralnlng, the more aggre551ve the game act1V1t1eg§ also falls.f.p i
'.from the standpo1nt of face and content val1d1ty ThlS 1s shown

i the research f1nd1ngs of Roberts and Sutton Sm1th (1962 166 185,_.

-',confllct whlch leads to 1nvolvement 1n expre551ve models, such as

'J81pes and others.as~, ;lfs-i f:,’l ,,':'v“<~*‘

. p . o : ‘ . o .:“ " .

' Allardt's second prop051t1on runs contrary to the flndlngs of

~o

','Sutton Smlth Roberts, and Kozelka (1963 16},who noted that games :

13

'of phys1ca1 sk111 are assoclated cross cwltunally w1th 50c1et1es'h

_that stress hlgh achlevement.v Th1s form of soclal stress is not v

1 valways found in soc1et1es w1th strong social and polltlcal constra1nts.

The th1rd proposxtlon (that the more sevpre the obedlence

t

‘ .

1966 131- 144) It was the1r contentlon that ch1ld tralnlhg 1nduces o

games and that, among other relatlonshlps severe chlld tra1n1ng

;was related to games of strategy and not to aggressive games.,'

| ’.The f1nd1ngs of thlS study falled to support Allardt's propos1t10n E
;fand more nearly parallels the flndlngs of Slpes (1973) who noted

",f.ithat aggressrve combatlve sports do not act as alternaue channels
2 g

_‘or combaoave Sports R 7.‘ appear to be componentﬁpof a broader

‘iculture pattern" QS1pes, 1973 80) The whole drmen51on of aggressive

‘

ffﬂgames needs to bb re—examlned follow1ng the pattern set out by

o

s

;for dlssrpat1ng tens1qn, frustratlonw or host111ty that mlght be _[[ SR

3

The f1nal prop051t10n (that the lower the lelSiOﬂ of

lia'labor and the stronger the soelal constralnts the more popular

N ;are team sports, and also the h1gher the d1v1s1on of labor and the

EA
; .

B N O
At B TP g Tran e

.fgenerated through severe chxld rearlng practices.» Instead aggre551ve;_;f B




Weaker the social constralnts, the more popular are team sports)

_appears w1th1n the conflnes of th1s tudy and on the b351s of

the face and content valldity chmlncd car11er to be an area ior /

"*\' S

-_'further analy51s It w1ll be necessary to re- trace the theory as

s

“a -

set 'out by Allardt in order»to generat; a more QbJectlve method
of operatlonallzlng the two var1ab1es..- AU ; s 'ff -

It 1s 1nterest1ng to note that not a 51ng1e game of

chance was descrlbed by the chlldren or the V1llage elders dur1ng

1 u‘

the six month perlod of the f1e1d research nor was there found

l

'fmany forms of 1nter v111age competltlons save for the challenges “;. PR

P

“to wrestlmng matches between males of nelghborlng vmllages. Among

'the chlldren’bf the four Edo-speaklng groups there was a predilectlonzfa:;

,‘\f for group games rather than for §a§ts of sk111 or endurance between J;"ff‘”

- two opponents f}}'j_:;»’ﬁq o SR ﬂ“ﬁ';pfw‘:”ﬁ e ,,f‘“




- CHAPER VI
 SUMMARY, CONCLUSICNS AND RECOMMENBATIONS 7 " © .o v

The obJectlves of thlS study were. flrst to collect,‘ e o

K descrlbe and analyse the organlzat1ona1 patterns of the trad1t1ona1
"Western N1ger1a namely Benin, Ishan Owan and Urhobo,_and secondly, .,,;1[at%u:
‘:} to determ1ne the extent to wh1ch Allardt's hypotheses could be

I.supported in an 1nvest1gat1on of the games of the sa1d people dU%:“"

The ethnographlc survey of the Benln K1ngdom by Bradbury

1-f;(1957) and the booklet on, the games and sports of Ben1n by Egharevba

33(1951) were rev1ewed prlor to the f1e1d work exper1ence to collect

S &

‘»_jdata about these people and the1r ch11dren s games It was found

* . . e

'"rthat the trad1t1onal chlldren s games were fast dlsappeartng in ‘_f S

7”fthe c1t1es but were st111 played 1n the v111ages The reSBarCheT S

'E’fiexperlence Qf some parts of the area and hls knowledge of some of frf‘dv

=’:the d1alects were used 1n an attempt to flnd solutlons to some of

Y

:hf{-the many problemsrencountered Personal observatlon photography,

;F,;fused There Was- a m;n;mal use of 1nterpreters

h*ﬁflnformants and helpers were drawn malnly from among students 1n

1"'".'.

- fflnterv1ews quest10nna1res and role play1ng were the maln methods

and most of the key

\’ithe Teachers' Colleges, and from a. few other members who hold spec1alf°

“'q;p051t10ns rn the communlty
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In the study of the people, 1t was found that hlstorlcally,
,;they all mlgrated from Benln Therefore, it is not surpr151ng ‘to”

ﬁd.flnd llngulstlc aff1n1t1es and other common cultural features. ﬁBut~;

'.these people also exh1b1t many d1fferences, such as- 1n thelr p011t1ca1:

'~organlzat10n The compact v111age settlement the strat1f1cat1on of .
'the male populatlon 1nto age grades, and patrlllneal k1nsh1p and -
llneage organlzat1on w1th 1ts emph351s on the prlmogenlture }are oommon,l‘.'

’w-,characterlstlcs of the people L | o -

e It was found that wh11e 1n Benln and Ishan heredltary

r‘rule w1th 1ts attendant 1nst1tut10ns predom1nate polltlcal authorlty

‘Jwas vested on the age grades and t1tle assoc1at10ns An Owan and Urhobo.;fd};*F:‘

"”ﬁ_ln all four groups, there was ev1dence of strong pressure towardsrw“”

'5£soc1a1 cohes1on through the many sanctlons that attend the well-- 'V
'festabllshed and well known codes of morals and laws, conventlons
;and rltuals whrph were hased on’ the people s rellglous and eth1cal

'“bellefs There was nOJiktference in the soc1al structure except that

‘:ggthe Varlety of taboos and r1tuals had d1fferent mean1ngs to dlfferent

i and 1nstitut10na1 funct1onar1es bu1141ng of houses markets, etc., S "ﬁwr": -
"ﬁgﬁ“ln each household or fam1l‘i

v “-1 other These groups can be Ilkened to Tonnles.Geme1ns

~groups T e »,.,".jf' S ).‘a" R TR T

The unlty of the v111age 1s demonstratd?‘flrst /through

"g:the serv1ces rendered bx the age grades 1n the form,of communal protectxon

'5f_and secondly by the speclarxzed crafts and serv1ces of the people.\ff”

there 1s a series of hrerarchies whlchTf

-,- .

determ1ne the;moral rlghts and ob11gat10n _of”the members’towards'eachj.
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aggregate of human belngs renain essentrally.unlted in sp1te of all' o
separatlng factors (Tonn1es, 1940 74) | | |

h _ It 1s 1arge1y in the famlly that cultural cont1nu1ty, the
hand1ng on of the soc1a1 herltage, is accompllshed o

Although there are varylng tradltlonal rltes and ceremonleS'f

N

'durlng ‘the b1rth namlng and c1rcumc1sron or c11tor1dectomy of the

ch11d hlS relat1onsh1p to other members in the fam1ly 1s the same »'tnvh

\,fln all the four groups W1th1n the f1rst 51x months, the chlld 1s .

:'._.treated w1th much 1ndulgence but thlS 15 later réplaced w1th severe B

3,‘eobed1ence tra1n1ng In polygamous fam111es whlch are prevalent there;’r;*al’:“

h}{iprotectlon at’ a11 t1mes from one 1f the other 1s hostlle.J Thls sxtuation
’vils 11ke the one GLuckman desirlbes as "the peace of the feud%,(Gluckman,u .

-1970 57) et q.

'¥:7i1t was found contrary to what Allardt predlcted,,that about 72% of

"‘vgdlfferent Aothers Hence, there 1s open r1va1ry statéo in custom,}li*

'ihav1ng to please everyone At the same t1me» the Chlld can derrve some

. _the ganws were non aggressl\[e. AS haS been mentloned elseWhere 1n

F 2t

':'hare stronger t1es between full 51b11ngs than between those who have i

N ST YR

between brothers and 51sters In addltron, the extens1on of tles  ;l‘fﬁ_3;e -

;5‘\

s'to w1der k1nsh1p groups where the father s or mother s 31ster f?’a"* )23'":"

e g S

,: .

In relatlng the game structure to ch11d-obed1ence trarnlng,,s;fﬁf;‘ffs~;

*




VI;t‘about 60% requlre more phy51ca1 strength than technlque Thls was 1n

in-another In the further analy51s of the games, 1t was also found
'that about 809 had non formallzed rules. In the tradltlonal communltles
wheére the ma3or1ty of the people are . farmers, the age group often work

' together The average person can prOV1de most of h1s bas1c needs

© The spec1allzed roles of the&1nd1v1duals are not numerous‘ It wasf:"
1._A11ardt s contentlon that the converse 1s true, that 1s,‘a comnunlty

“with h1gh d1v151on of labor w111 have games.w1thfformallzed ruIes
lAs the communltles 1n the four groups progress towards more dlver51f1ed
occupatlons and roies, the ch11dren have begun to engage 1n games o
'\_i”such as soccer crlcket hockey, volleyball etc.,whlch have forma11zed

S The.nressure towards‘soc1a1 cohe51on through sanct1ons has. ‘;lf.txlv-k

. Co R :
’-Dbeen mentloned above The study of the games also revealed that >

- % L BT

‘“f.keeplng w1th Allardt's prop051t10n that phy51ca1 act1v1t1es requlrlng ],};f

' a'phys1cal strength were more 1mportant than those wlth technique to

lﬁjl'soc1et1es W1th strong soc1a1 constnalnts. As a p01nt of departure, it hh:f"éﬂfV'

‘
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iand-interest Cames w1th boastful songs that 1nc1ted others to f1ghtsh B

are 1n a way un1fy1ng forces that help to SOlldlfy 1nterna1 relat1onsh1ps

They also. promote understandlng and soc1al 1ntercourse w1th nelghbors ‘

There were more group than team games In these group games,,apart‘ -
'vg‘t}from the person de51gnated "It" or the leader, all other players |

perform a 51m11ar role In the study, 1t was found that about 70%

rof the games were played in groups as opposed to 1nd1v1dua1 part1c1patlon. :
_"V1ctory ‘was of m1nor 1mportance and there were no- fOrms of reward |

2 . |- .
":On the whole, the games are srmple and easy to organlze in 51mple Sl

o soc1et1es such as thOSe in Benln, Ishan, Owan and Urhobo..,,jzfe‘"ﬁ

Recommendatlons Hlstorlcally, many of the top athletes Sl

l'b"hxziﬁ pléerla are of M1d western orrgrn.. At the #1rst Natlonal Sportsffifrat‘}i},'fs
.:Fest1val held in’ January, 1973 the follow1ng was the rgsult of thefpif:kﬁiﬁ.
l}'f;?goid medal aggragate the Mld-West State,‘w1th a populataon of about &,- o
;’f:*three m1111on, won ixtz-ergh gold medals 1n contrast to a total of |
h:fa eventz two won by all the other ten States w1th a total populatron of“;f'élfifru
.":over 51xty mllllon.va Lagos, the capltal city of Nrgena, whxch is - _-;: '
'";fjfhlgh1y cosmopolltan and a part of Lagos Statb cane soﬁggg urth frftyfjv'“‘
:~:F?two gold medals. These results are strlklngly drfferent and denand
some enqu1r1es. “' 1" — S - R A

'”[l}" It 1s, therefore, recommended that similar stud1es ;ei:5iitﬁﬁfffe§fh

,_‘

~“'s‘hould be carrled out among other N1gerran cultural groups for com- |

[}

: f.f'paratlve analyses whlch would help towards a fuller understandlng of




e

2. nsihilar studies,shohld be eatried.OUt\ihhotder to
& . presere'thezfaét innghttaditional'gemes'fbr QSe“in‘scheoIS!Vcollegeé,
, unxver51t1es ‘and recreetlon centres. | | o

'3} Although photographs show various aspects of the games,

-

motlon plctures could be used to. supplement st111 plctures in future

%:
e ’ studles,

ngerlan games cduld form ba51s for the future 1nc1u51on of such

games 1n the All Afrlca Games

4.. It: 1s recommended that the preservatlon of 1nd1genous D
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ASABA

»

Although the people of Asaba* are historically from»Benin:

.

they. have béen greatly influenced by their neighbors (Ibos) across

thg river Niger; the games which, the children play,are no exception.

‘. 0SIA. The game of Osia is popular among boys and girls

. a

"between the ages og five and twelve: The implement used‘is afhard

. ) s
rounded nut "Osia." There are two groups, each under‘(ts own, leader
- Players stand a 11tt1e far away from the leaders who take turns in’

throw1ng the 1mp1ement Before the throwing is done, the leader.would

' call ”Osia O” three times, to Whichzthe players respond "0, oh!”

When the "Osia™ T 1s thrown, a11 the players rush at it, and anyone '
K J

-who succeeds in catchlng it wins a point’ for h15 or her tegm ~ The

first team to w1n-twe1ye points 1s;the winner. Every sintwon in this

game'has some significance{ ?Traditionaliy, the points ?' -interpreted
-thus: - » ; . .

First point ‘ Picking,a boxful-of money..

‘Getting married,

-~ Second point

- Making mud for bu11d1ng

Third poilt

- Fourth noint Add1ng mofe water to make thg mud soft for

A
7 25N

- s

v'bu11d1ng

Fifth point

/(d\’JSixth point - 'Mak1ng the second.layer
v . ’ : ) ‘%

'ngklng the flrst layer of the bu11d1ng

%;‘,’-- ey

. §éventhrpoint-7'Méﬂ&ng'the thlrd'layer
_Eighth'point»f'fMaklng the f rth la%gr.,' | 77[
a A'  Ninth point "_'i Buylng thlngs for th,é roof\?



= .

* Tenth point ~ - Rodfing:the house. {

N " Eleventh point - Putting a finishing tou¢h” to the roofing. |
) . y ' . Co : " »
i Twelveth point -° Packing into the house to live in it.
' ’ ) ) . ¢ © ¢

" In one other Versiongof‘this‘game; there is a well 'marked out ()‘

.’

g " ‘zone that a player, in posseséion of the implement, can runt into before g
. N ‘< ' . v ‘ ’
B l
- others op chasing him. A ﬁember\of a-team 1s allowed to pass the

"051a" to nother memb€r 3& his team to avdid belng caught, Ln th?s

version, ther”Osia”_has to be returned to the thtower (the leader) to..

.
- . M 4
.

score a point..»

.y

In the two versions, leaders contitfue to throw thé "0sia"

for as long as, the team scores points.” The service changes when a -
.- member of the other team catches the "Osia."
.‘ N ’ T .'v . - - . \{ ' .
‘The ;eader:announces the score for,a team before he makes .
s , a - P - : _ N
-a throw. ‘ C . , :
. 2. OKELEKE-OKELEKE. ThngiS a game played by hoys and
. - /:,_ o e
' glrls between the ages of elght and twelve .The only inStrument uSed ”

A

. is a short st1ck about five to six. 1nches long held by each of the

children.. There are_about three,vers;ons of_thlsvgame in Asaba DlVlSiOﬂ.
- One of the versions is very much like those in other. parts of the N

9

In one ver51on, the chlldren are in three groups of 51x..

‘The most COmmon one 1s descrlbed below..
The ch11dren form a. c1rc1e eaéh holdlng a, stlck They a11 -‘iefs_

‘sit or kneel as the'leader dec1des The leader sangs ﬁOkeleke Okeleké "

. .»and others respond "Din; Dln, Kpomqﬁpom " Thls is’ repeated several

§
QV +
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times as thélchiiar?n gently knock the'sticks on the ground to the rhythm
of«the so;g. When the léaaérs says ”équu Oganéga," they all_resﬁénd,
”dgaﬁaga Yo - o" and af the Séme tiﬁe pass the stick to the person on

the right. ‘The passing of the stick is done ébntinuously to the rhythm

of the song. The entire song goes thus:

Okeleke Okeleke ceein D1m dim’ Kpoﬁ_kpom ,
Okelek¢ Okeleke ..... Dim dim Kpom kp%m ‘ '
Lnyéro Moo so gkara.ka unata

;Ihyero Mob‘go akara ka Qngxa C B o .
Obi sami Mara nma)na_eje~6ga -

. Obi'Sami Mara nma na eje oga . L | ' ‘\\“x;'

"Inyero ﬁbb so akara ké uﬁéta o S | |

Inyero Moo so akara ka unata’ . \' > (
. Obi-Sami Mara nma ha‘qje Oga 9

”
o Sami Mara nma na-eje Oga.
‘Another version of the -song goes like Shis;
’ . ’ { )
Okeleke, Okeleke ".i...Pim dim Kpoi kpoi «*

Okeleke Okeleke ..... Dim dim Kpoi kpoi

Oganaga .,.;; Oganaga iyem
»Onybnamo .. Akara klnata
- Onyenamo een Akara kinata _ N

Onyenamo ..... Akara kinata

“ 0bi ka obi,...,. Manuma na ani anyi.

Durlng the cont1nuous p3551ng of the st1ck ‘no player is

£ a

allowed to be in’ posse551on of two’ stlcks ‘at a tlme. Such a: defaulter L

S A v o
}-p,_ . .



is not allowed to continue with the game.- In some other parts of |
% .
| -
Asaba, such players are asked to kneel g the centre of the circle.
ot : v o o
"In another version of this game, there-comes a time, while

",

- b . N . . . ) .
the sticks are continuously passing from hand to hand, that the leader

decides to collect the sticks The leader can re- start the. game by

\
"dlstrlbutlng the SthkS ‘to the players

»

‘The whole gamevis based‘on a story of two men said to have

"'liVed huridreds of years ago. !

. : T
Thelr names are given as "Okeleke'" and "Obi ‘Sami." '"Okeleke"
. was 4 .greedy, self-centred-man~who.wou4d never compromise on any issue ‘.

4

He; "Okeleke," has a dlspute w1th someone and,pald'hls ll%e for 1t

”Ob1 Sam1,” on the other hand, was a generous and energetlc farmer.
]

He had cultlvated enough yems; had~good harvest, and made sacrifiees
to‘the gdds bf'soilxﬂlkenga."' ﬁob;lSaﬁi's"'§ameihere burnt’by'a haidened
‘criminal, but his kinshen eontrithed twice-the number Of;jahe‘fer:him}-:.
Theg,.the lesson!ef sh;i;ng is»teught ih.the‘pessing of sticks. l

. In some perts of Aeaba,,children above the ege-of twelve
~years are not allewed to eiay the-éame,;'he one ie“aliowed:}e play’
‘ (the game after m;dnlght ) | B | ~{, | i‘ ‘_. | |
3, ONYE ENE NA ANYA NA AZU This" génie, is__'the-.s’é{ne as

.Arhlu Ukpon Bhi Ikeke game in Ishan

/

Whlle the two players Tun around the c1rcle other memberss.;‘
sing. ' S f,f .“\ e s '
N ’ e
Onye ene na anya na azu - .

Mma nwuif_ any1 ge tibue': te O. . ° \d i

o -
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- Meaning: - "Whoever looks behlnd will be beaten up by masquerade "

This song 1s.repeated severaA times.
. Cr )
4. . IKPU OGBE (a community) Thls form of ”Hlde and Seek,"

the stay—where-you-age until found, is popular among béys and girls.
- As soon as chlldren assemble for the game, a leader is app01nted and
someone volunteers to be a seeker The leader sits on a spot and uses

*

a piece of cloth to bllndfold the seeker. As other players go to h1de,\

there is a dlalogue between the leader and the seeker . S

" Leader 'fi kpuea Ofu ("'Bring one p?fson.") |

| §eeker‘ - Oloioh.(“lt!s all right.")

‘Leader - kpu}a Abua_("Bring two.")
Seeker - Oloioh-(”it's fine.") ?

"Leader - Inwetd n gbada 1butalim 0. ("Br1ng a b1rd ")
Seeker - 01010h ("It's fine. ") -
Leader - Inweta agwopilla 0 ("You ma}hhrlng noth1ng "
éeeker'.'-k Mna 0 ("No ")

The se%Rer is left Lo look: for those in h1d1ng If the seeker d
touches any hlder by the ankle then that person becomes the seeker 1n
-th; next #Eund ' If he falls, aqfther person.rs chosen'to seek others ;n
the next round; o :' : : _ L ';h_l'f; L - fie.")
| _ After some t1me, t;e leader calls on all those in h1d1ng to f‘
“come oUt They in turn make sure w1th the leader that they would be B

- safe i

they answer the call ’ The game is repeated as . often as the

v

‘ chiidre ? »i'sh_..~ .,” | N : | ' 1.-“.: ‘i“'? : _i'.”

- e -

"1IKPU OGBE jAnother Versrdhj. The leader who 1s usually . hi_:

"_my{fjif'
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) - . N
.

N ’ \f ~ .
the most senior, assembles* the children and explains the areas to be
' ¢

used for hiding. This is necessary so that those in hliipg could

hear.the’leader The leader then chooses one of . the chlldren as a

seeker, c105es his eyes with his hands and asks others to go to h1de,

As he closes the eyes of - the seeker the leader says:

1,

‘Kpu Ofu -  Ololoh :
Kpu Abua - Ololoh = T ’ '
Kpu Ato - Ololph

Ifu Odudu Iwe Lei

Mana Ifu Nwagvor/mma‘nma Iwete lumn. R S o <;)

Meaning: "Call one - ~ololeh . \ - .
‘call two - _oioﬂbh | o |
. call threeAgl ololoh. |
\v wﬁen you.see a fly you-catch-and'eat{{'
‘ But when‘yOu‘see a beautifu1'gir1 yOu‘sLnd herito'me;h '

The leader releases the seeker and allows him or her to look

s

for those in h1d1ng - After a 11tt1e wh11e the leader calls "Ogbe nmohW -

¢

r

("For the ev11 Sp1r1ts'”) and no h1der will . swer. He then calls
V”Ogbe nmadu" ("For human belngs'") and the hlders would answer and try fif
to come: out. Anyone caught by the seeker 51ts w1th the leader unt11

’7all others are back home and becomes a Seeker in the next round

N

l'.~6;' MBIBO Iﬂ OWan. thls game 1s called Jedo Jedo and is j;""

- .played by two chzldren But in Asaba, more than two can play A" R
‘ N : i
-st1ck about 51x 1nches to one foot _and a mound of sand 1s needed for

- the.game Boys and g1rls between the ages of flve and e1ght have more
e KNI L o Qo

“. . . B 'v‘| L%
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fun in the game than the older onesff e

- First, the two players ma&e a mound of sand in a cohical

_——_—

shape and plant the stick ‘at the apex of the‘ cone-shaped mound. While

preparing the mound, one of the players sings "Kponkpo"‘to which thef-

¢

partner responds "Mbibo. "

~

The game begrns w1th each player d1gg1ng out .the sand on-

A

“his s1de 1'th the f1ngers so that the stick planted at the centre falls

- .

down. The stick must. not be touched. . L ;'

_ The follow1ng SOng accompany the dlgglng act1V1ty
Mbibo  Mbibo |
Kiloto N Ndegene .. “ "":u o . A.j>_a:sg
_.' Qnye- ,Koma ' b .
- _'Onye ayan mblbo Liogo.
- The %?ng is about the Joy of playxng thls 1nterest1ng‘§3me
The lazy dlgger has no chance of w1nn1ng . ' '
| It 1s a p01nt for any dlgger to whose 51de.the st1ck falls

But 1f the st1ck falls to the neutral s1de, 1t is no poxnt for any

. of the dlggers Players agree on the number of po1nts_26'w1n a game SR

beﬁ?fe they start ."‘> L y; ‘ _._i {:5FL-Z ‘g?\_" -

7ﬁ UMUATULU In thrs Hlde and Seek game, boyg and girls
: 3

play different roles The glrls play ghe role of the "sheep" (Umuatulu) zgy?f

o mean1ng chlldren of the "sheep," and the boys play the role of the

"IIQH_S 1" o

' The "sheep" 20 to. h1de in_one, Spot and the "11ons" call on 'j P

"‘ them to come out F1rst the "sheep" a11 aﬂ%wer together that they

P Y
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would not come out or come home for fear of,the ”1ionsrﬁ HThel"lions"
then assure the "sheeo” that-ltvwas all safe for them to.beyout.of
hiding. As the ”sheepP run out, thev"lions” try to'catch them
. The children form a blg c1rc1e and while they &;ng the
followlng song, the leader calls’ on 1nd1v1dua1 players (glrls only) -

o,

to dahce at the centre of the c1rc1e The song as translated isz

4
-

Vo "Who will-dance Nda!
| Who w111 dance Nda' L e o ‘v' 'f_. ".;
! Are you ashamed Ndat- | |
‘,IS YOur husband’here-Ndal"'y
Y0u are ashamed you are ashamed
You are ashamed o Nda-" |
.. 8. IZI JI The game Izi 31 offers an opportunaty for ’
:chrldren to learn the- names of the varlety of spec1es of yams, a most AT/.~"”-
1mportant food product in the loca11ty The game is played only by
_'boys probably because cult1Vat1ng yams is a man s work in the farm f
| Aboutkten to twenty boys between the ages of 51x and n1ne
':elect a leader (most often the oldest in the group) All the players :;55”.

~except one Slt away out of earshot of the leader The leader whlspers-[ fo

"9 0" h»\;.".

" the name of e yam to the playen'who ig: w1th h1m. \Some of the names ;;E;ﬁ? 4711

‘ffof the yams are "J1ocha," "J1oku " "J1asukwu,"_"J10m1," "J1erefu AL etc. R
"tTh1s player goes totthe other players to ask them 1nd1v1dua11y to guess:.fs-
u'fthe name of the yam mentloned by the leader. fﬁ’."" A SRR

_ RIS T -

Any player who guesses rlght goes to 51t w1tthhe leader...;]fhff

B The penalty Of the last. player is that all other players fﬂ[ff‘

. .v> R . | . N . -- B . . : . . . . . - B - . . N ‘C’) . .o i Lo . . i
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would sing a humidiating song about him. But while the song is on,

the player so involved would Chase all the'players and if he succeeded
i

1n catching anyone,, the hum111at1ng song ‘is then d1rected to. the boy

A

caught and so on. The leader puts a!stop to the game.

9. -»UMU AZU  This 'is another game more popular w1th the

]

boys Boys form two groups,‘”Umu-Azu" (small flshes) and "Umu-A311"

‘(small ocod1les) The "flshes“ are always‘more in number For example;‘
Y :
if the "Umu- Azu are’ about twent® in numbeg, then the "Umu A311" w111 be -

“about- six or seven. The "Umu-Azu" have two homes at each - end of the :

I
L

playground Thev%congregate in one of the homes and would 11ke to cross

~over to the other home at the other end of the playground But Yhe ¢

_ "Umu A311" are m1d way, ready to catch them On thelr way to the

e secOnd home, some of the smaFﬂ "f1shes" are caught by the/"crocod1les "

ThlS exerc1se is - repeated unt1l nearly all the small "f1shes" are caught
It should be noted that the ”f1shes" are allowed only about

Ctwo mlnutes rest 1n any one home before mOV1ng to the second home -Thlsj* 3

helps the small "crocod11es" to speed up thelr work of catchlng |

10, EKPU xpu KPU. LEKE A tunnel game popular among g1rIs -

between the ages of nlne and twelve all over the State 1s Ekpu, The

glrls form two 11nes fac1ng each other Hands are ra1sed to clap partnersl_;

hands and all 51ng

Ekpu kpu kpu leke ”ifgfhﬁahlir‘~;'! ;’;€;f_hudﬁdhi.<;;fj%~ B
h;—\%ke no«~(>- o ._A“5;gh;[‘«a%::.”'7"if.7fﬁlb’7?”;:'

xpu leke ::.u.t,k;,f” Sl e e e

e ST e ',.‘.

RN

'bf‘Meaning. "An antelope has passed "-f3;

“
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Each pair from one end, still clapping;iééss'}hrough the ;;j
tunnel.made‘by\the;other players and go’ to ;o?n the ine at'the,Other

end Th;s is done contlnuously,untll every’ pa1r has’ had a turn

‘The game caQ be repeated

11, IGBA UTA A form of archery elmllar to Eko in Owan

)

i;The 1mp1ements of bows, arrows and a frult used .are the same. It_rsp
an exc1u51ve game for boys L | |

In thls version at Asaba the fru1t is; thrown forward and a11
the boys part1c1pat1ng (usually four to f1ve boys, aim at it. If all |
'but one mlsses the target those who m1ssed surrender one arrow each

to the champion. But 1f two- or more h1t the target in one throw,"

no,one‘is fined an arrow. The gamé cont1nues untll the players dec1de

[ . S e

'j“i 212, NWA AWOLO MEE The "110n and the goat"‘game is popular '
‘a11 over the State See Ekpenkha mue Ewe 1n Benln The only 51gn1f1cant _'T‘
d1fference in; thlS ver51on 1s that the players 1n the c1rc1e who were
;;respon51b1e £or the “11on s" entry 1nto the c1rcDe are‘ellmlnated from tf

.the’ game The game contlnues w1th the app01ntment of ino new players '

‘to play the roles of the "110n" and the "goat "»;"i' ‘
-g13t AKPAKOLO Boys and glrls JOln hands and form a b1g '
‘ EirEIe. As the c1rc1e moves: round, a leader leads in the follow1ng
,,tLeader S Akpakolo .v@ =
Playess #?-*”f Kpakolo Lf-wﬁi S AT i ,jj_‘ggﬁff
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', Players - Kpakolo
. Leader - Udumo
. P , . _
Players = - -So gene .
Leader - Onye Osolu = .‘ o
¢+ - Playérs - Ya ya ya so ya.
e '.'In'the last response by the players, they all.stoop at the

»

laSt.word The last player to st00p goes 1nto ‘the cegtxg_of the'clrcle
and helps in the-51ng1ng.n The leader hel?s in 1dent1fying5those whd..:
Stoop\late. Whentmany players are in the centre the game stops .

'14;1 IGHO ISE Th1s game is- Very s1m11ar to the Ukplsavblogho

game in. Owan , The dlfferences are‘ v

-i_ll To take the one and the six marbles, you don t have to -

' place the one seed on top of the other six.
\

S ' ]
‘;2; To f1n15h the game, the s1x seeds are held whlle the’

seventh seed is thrown up, and the player makes a stroke on the ground

:thh the 1ndex f1nger before catch1ng the seed thrown»upr h f B

A3 Play is resumed at the step where fa1lure occurred

‘.T/i\§p: ;.” 15, ITA AFA 0R MULIMULI A gue551ng game for boys %%m girls

. ' between the ages of seven and ten 1s Ita Afa Chlldrenxare 1n two groups:f7f

S each under a leader The leader of eaCh 8r°uP g1ves 5P¢°131 names

/-
to members of ﬁisﬂgroup w1thout the know}edge of members and the

leader of the other group f'.~%.,,ul_: ﬁ g;g}ff‘:-jﬂ-d
The two groups 51t rn a TOW some twenty yards apart faclng

’5;j}"; each other. Each ch11d 51ts w1th legs outstretched

o N The Ieader of one group walks to the other group and uses

ke : “."‘ g



his hands to ciose the eyes of a ‘member of the group He, the leader,‘
then calls one member)of hls group by the spec1a1 name, .to tOUCh the
-person who is b11ndfolded - This the ch11d does and Tuns back : Th1s
leader makes sure that hlS child is properly seated before he opens the

¢

eyes of opponentf‘ Thls same leader 1mmed1ate1y 1nstructs hlS group

either to all laugh o) \tO look serlous@ ThlS 15 done to make 1t
dlfflcult for ‘the ch11d 11ndfolded to 1dent1fy the child who touched
him or her. If the gukss is rxght, the_chrld who.diﬁ»the touchlng _
goes to,the guess 's»home,.lf"the guess'iSTwrong,gthen thegguesser'is
lost to the other- group ; A -

The leaders alternate and the game contlnues _ Theﬁgroup}

w1th the greater number of players is the w1nner

-2 16 NYA NYA NYA UGBO » Thls playfbrm is a reflectlon On

L]

the da11y 11fe of the people who 11ve by the water51de 1n Okpanam

town by the r1Ver N1ger

' 204

L

The ch11dren 51t ina row, each w1th a st1ck to represent 'e?“

'upaddles for boats They a11 paddle to the rhythm of a song. There ;-

i

othery The leader s duty is to e11minate those who»do not keep to the'_y' |

-
-

. The song 151 N : : '.: e S ‘ “@_‘ ,4 .
Nya Nya Nya Ugbo ("Paddle paddle the cenoe,\ﬁ) i “"f

- : ] - LI
: kany1 welu felu v ("so that we\can cross.") '

Ai‘ -

S Nyaglde, Nyaglde Myaglde ("Paddle, paddle, etc.")

o T . . . :

s

‘.; 15 also un1form1ty 1n uhq movement of the paddles from one s1de to thex;,‘

Nt

] kanyl»welu felu (”so that We gan cross ") o L;.;,[iﬁ o
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_ 417, KPUM KPUM_KPOGENE. This game is similar -to Ekpu Kpu

Kpu Leke already described above (see number ten) Qut 1n thls one,
‘each pair of glrls is %Vyen a nﬁ’e of an anlmal e.g-, the flrst is

"Edl," the second "Ef1 " and the last "Ez1 " The leader leads w1th

205

the song ”Kpum kpum Kpogene" and the others respond "Ogene Ogene Ogene "

~ -

<
The leader then beglns to name each pa1r that.passes through the

(4

. tunnel _ R N

.

1s Mpulu wh1ch is popular among boys«and g1rls

Chlldren kneel close to each other 1n a c1rcle ;Thelpalm of

.18, MPULU MPULU‘ ~An act1ng game in the form of do as I ~say -

o -
the hand 1nd1cates white, wh11e the/back 1s black The leader leads T

‘in a.song at: the end of wh1ch every player accord1ng to the demand

.of the song, shows hrs palm or back of hlS hand The player who shows

the wroug srde is e11m1nated and asked to kneel out51de the c1rc1e.h '

The game is repeated and those who remaln longest in the c1rc1e are

Ly .

| thlack is better, 1t 1s black "o

Cor

A L B
The song: | B :
f‘hLeaderivp - T?Mpulﬁ_Mpuiuf?
'Others .;: Mpulu Mpulu »
; 'fALLeader Ff; 08331 °Cha ogad1 °J1 ocha ko kama ko d1 ocha;”.“'“ ”
:,Meaning;' ”W111 1t be black or wh1te7 : '1v,ﬂ R _{{;i

| A3 19,? IFE GHU ANYI EGABA GO Th1s is a gue551ng gamd'for S

o

7.?girls They stand close in a c1rc1e w1th the two hands at the back

¢

One g1r1 who is. the guesser remalns at the centre of the c1rc1e.4AAn;]ff:hj:jfg
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‘.

object is\passed~from one member to the other‘behind the back_whlle'-

<

'»thcy sing-a song‘asking the guesser to make a guess who of them is in

'possesSfon of the object. The guesser makes,an attempt and gives a

name'of’a player - The player opens her hands for all to see. If the
guess IS rlght the g1r1 who has the obJect becomes the new guesser
If the guess is wrong; 4 second tr1al is made before a new guesser is
chosen The_game,cont1WUes

L 20. SUWE The game of Suwe 1s‘the most- popular game for ;'
glrls in the State from the data collected during the research It
is an exc1u51ve game for glrls S A;>V".%. :A :.;. e

v

~* 'The court is. eas11y drawn on theaground by a group of girls

1.
: who want to. play (see Flgure 29 ) They usually ballot for order

__ofzplay. T o . ",_ SN

A g1r1 takes a’ pebble or small stone and throws 1t to Box one

.in a dlagram Then she Jumps over Box one and lands on Boxes two

. . and three w1th each foot on two and three.. She steps 1nto Box four

RN

' w1th a 51ng1e foot .~ This foot must be used each t1me there is- 51ngle 4

i=; stepplng She Jumps w1th both feet 1nto Boxes f1ve and 51x, and a:

.a.

Slngle step 1nto Box seven b/From here she steps lnto the "palace n -
o

She turns ‘round about in the ”palace" and repeats the same process Coonl

»

back to: Boxes two and three Here she bends to p1ck up. the pebble or

1 .
stone in Box one. She now Jumps out51de the court w1th her back to

the whole court S\/ throws the stone or: pebble over her head §_I.

or shoulder backwards If 1t lands on any of the Boxes, she wr1tes her

S

name or make da’ cross "x" in the Box Thls means that she has bu11t

. . N e, RN e T L AT RN
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- * ) X N . . .

A “houﬁé.“ If the stone falls outside the court, no "house" is built.
Others take their turn. | o : F
Bglggs' 1. No‘player'is élldﬁed‘;pibénd to'thrbw theAétonglor
jpebﬁle'at.thé start of thé éame.'l . |
2. Nd piéyef is allowed tbzstéﬁ‘lnto another player's
”houSe."‘ | _.l ‘ | |

3. Double and singhle‘steppings_shbuld be done wherever

- required.

-

, - o
i 2 . . ' T o
4. ,A player who falls wh'ile stepping looses her turn.

- The player with a greater number of 'houses' is the winner.

s . . .
Lo i co .
[¢] . . N . .
. 4 . i .
> - i ’ . .
e . . . .
' ] . - :
. b .
. o
. L o
[T . "
e . ) : .
e
I
»
;
i
.
. ?
R ’
) - )
T o v
e
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v

'For. B

N-For.

St.

1Phys:
Tec

'Agg.

NnggJ

|Tm./Gr.

Ind
Gues.

o
.

RYana

19.;qse;
11.
12,
3,
14,
5
6.
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. OGIUROISE

~ Key:

OLATORO

OGBETUTU’LENociE . \ ‘m/f _1 P

'EKPENGHA MUEN EWE B Y23 | B

AKHUE
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Y
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ORIOKHO NA GaEVA
Kékbyé*dYE' LAI;‘;f-

; UﬁELEﬁi _' }~  |
”bcéb;'“
;-IVBQMiHi

 OFEN OYEKUYE -

“jFOf; t; L
. _'Nstf;_; o
... -Phys. St - S
- 'Tec.. - - "- Games of Technical Skill -
o Ase.
.. Non-Agg. -,
TGy, -

Gues. - Guessing Games. -

1o 8

L eIt

;

'.m/f ' X

. VBUA GHI HORE = S AR |
. OKEREKE OKEREKE .- " | msefl | x-

ERHEN BA VBUHUMWOKE . .. well %

-

-Jm/f.‘fx 

AT
A

.

¢

.

GRS

Formatized Ganes
‘Non-Formalized Games

k15

Gamgs3ofUPhysicaLuStieﬁgfhaff'7; “

Aggressive Skill Games ..~

‘Non-Aggressive Games = -

Team and Group Games . ..
Individual Games -«

f:l?t 
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4. - UKOKI ZAGHELEN , el x x| fx]x

5. osHoRUGBOMEN . [-m/f || |x [x| | [x|x

6. \ERAN TOVBATO RUNE o we x| ]
70 KALA e o e < o
somEwiEr o b |
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”ik'iAii-i&UOMQFfREfpgl;_.52* 3;,ﬁ 1'm}£;i,uT‘5'
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A RESEARCH STUDY OF THE TRADITIONAL GAMES

A _ - OF MID- WESTERN NIGERIA o =
S e 3. C. mmmmu ~N
- DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL EDUCAT ON-

_THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA ~ | T
' EDMONTON, CANADA Ao

‘pEﬂMANENT ADDRESS

... DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL -
~ AND| HEALTH' EDUCATION -

e 'IVERSITY OF LAGOS *‘3;

I TRADITIONAL GAMES (Questlonnalre)

-

Note. A. .- Thevcharacterlstlcs of a Game are: f fIi"ﬁ, iﬂb'ﬁij LT e

si7(é),'1t 1s a voluntary phy51ca1 act1v1ty, aItﬁf

57f(b)I<Systemat1c, 3 €.s. the patterns can be repe_iediﬁ”'”“'x

S :;J f(éligThere is opp051t10n Even in solltary or o,e p;rson games,~f?;f}.*'
Ao .7 the player ‘mentally’ p1ts ‘one aspect of hlms lf or herself
I A agalnst another,v, : , S .

"‘;;.'tfiff,Ilj”f(q)f'There are rules hOWeven s1mple they may be, Ly

'*\L(g] 'There are predicfable outcomes or a goal 1n"*

' fﬁ(f)'fThere isa w1nner or a group of w1nner
.i_~These are Games chlldren play on the1r own '




J*h'; merely voluntary7)

‘DVA

':.(ej Rules of the game

m,,ff) Durat1on of the game., S 'g

4

: ;(d)' How the game 15 played !-M"’

216

What sex (beyvor girl) plays the ghme?

Agcfo? chiIdren mhovﬁiay~thc-geme .

When is the game played? Day or n1ght°‘

Where is the game played’

Why 19 the game played? -(Ié it cenneeted~with ehyucelebrafioh,etha
I T S

= b
X

)

Descr1be fully how the game is played Iﬁciﬁqé'diAg}émS“wﬁéte'n¢¢essary;‘93’
Remember to mentlon -
(a) Sex and age of ch11dren '

[(c) 'I‘he matenals used for the game 1f any
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{
11 DIVISION OF LABOR (ADULTS) .

J sv

' ‘Thls sectlon concerns the parents of the chlldren

1. -What is the main occupatlon of the maJorlty of

. -‘i

T(a) Men

(b) WOmen

2. - LIST a11 the various types of crafts practlsed in th1s Vlllage or'-
T Town Do NOT DESCRIBE , _ v

. :Youa NAME MR "'/MRS '{"MISS
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-Joséph C. Omoruan =
Department of Physical
-~ Education
University of Alberta ,
Edmonton, Alberta - .
“T6G 2H9

. .april's,. 1974

‘ ”Erlc Allardt Esq., Head
Department of Sociology,

- University of Helsinki
" HELSINKI, Finland

"Dear Sir: - o - Co o

o . . SR

- I.am a. Graduate ‘Student from N1ger1a, ‘West Afrlca, currently ' C
study1ng for a Ph. D degree in Phy51cal Educat1on at- the above named R
--Un1vers1ty e N . : , L e

E My area of 1nterest is. on the games and pastlmes of the people
- of the Mid-Western: State of N1ger1a It is-a State of about two and a -

' " half million people in a country of twelve States with about sixty m11110n'

- population.  The Mid-Western State is unique. in: many - respects.  First is:
that unlike the. other. eleven States, it has no common ‘native"- language
except the "pigeon' English. There are about fourteen dialects and some

';groups of these ‘dialects .are easily understandable.. Second, the MLd-_,

: uthat hav1ng considered.some: ‘other odels for' such a- study. .1 would 11ke

.y';'g»fof Sport -and Games, edxted by Gunther . ‘Luschen- of the University of Illi
P & wr1te to ask if s1nce you wrote th1s article, whether our: views “hay

.,.Western State has producedlabout s1xty percent .of the: Natlonal athletes
- over the years I -am-a Mld-Westerner and on that Government's Scholarshxp

e 'ffff"sIQQaTo reV1ve and document the ﬁdigénous games and past1mes
EEERRRE ?'ibefore they are all 1°St-r¢: Wi ' *

| ’-ff'éﬂt:To see how much of the culture of the people'can“be studled
,ij:]vthrough the games.. There might be other ma1n and subsadlary
'T‘ f1nd1ngs Lo : : el

The purpose of my wr1t1ng you thls letter is to lnform you

"to ‘use the one in your article on "Basic Approaches in Comparative .~~~ ' '
Socrolog1ca Res earch and the Study. of. Sport;! The. Cross-Cultural’ Anal'sls :




Eric Allardt, -Esq.

220

<

2- . April Sth, 1974

It will be greatly appreciated,if you can please éend'me

- your comments at your earliest convenience. My dissertation proposal

- and the candldacy ¢xamination .are all due thls summer,

I look forward-to.hearlng from you.

‘Thanks in. advance.

JCO elf

cc

c. Dr. R. G Glassford

Chairman

‘Department‘df'Phy51ca1

Educatlon

“Unlversity of Alberta _13

't»'Aﬁv

. .

Yours sincerely,

L

Jbseﬁh c. 6ﬁofuan;
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y o

IR . January 16,1974

" UNIVERSITY OF HELSINK] o i | T
RESEARCH GROUP FQR COMPARATIVE SOCIOLOGY ( o
 Moriankotv 10 A 13 . S - b ' |

2 00170 Helsinki 17 - - 4 S o -

Finland ' : ' o

-, Hi'. Joseph 'co, Omorua.n . -
-.Dept. of FPhysical Education
University of Alberta -
‘Edmonton, Alberta.
. P6G 2H9 .
- Canada

. - Dear Mr, Omoruan,

; Thank you very much for your kind letter of April 5.
I am of course happy that you have noticed my paper in
- Gunther Luschen's book, I am sorry to say that T have not
worked in the field of the sociology. of sport, and that '
~I.have not tried to expand the:ideas in my.paper any further, o
- My field is general theory and political sociology, and I am =

enclosing a paper. in whith I try to specify'some. of 'the ideas . -
behind the typology in the paper.on sport and games., Some of .
...the same ideas are specified in my paper "Types ‘of Protest: . =

and Alienation", published 'in B, Allardt and S. Rokkan(eds.), =
Mass Politics, New York: The Free ‘Press, 1970, Unfortunately - .
- have no reprints: but the book might be fourd in your university.
- Your research concerns and objectives are very interesting, =
and I would 1like to say something more substantial, However, . - .
. . Bince already someé time has passed since the crogs-~cnltural - o -
~sport pgg:r'was written it is difficult to recall additiomal -

o

ad in mind when writing the paper, ..o . ..
T an sure you have a good topic for your thesis. .

Vith best vegards
. Tows simcerely .

. Erik Allarat
.. Research Professbr .. .

T [N IR
. B 0 ~

»:‘.J . " 1.‘
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FACULTY OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION - C
* THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA . .
- EDMONTON, ALBERTA, CANADA T6G %H’

b

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION’ - July"19, 1974

The Nigerian High Commissioner

Nigeria High Commission

320 Queen's Street = = - . N ,

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada . o L , p
'KIR 5A3 ' ' ‘ ' o e

Dear Sir:
~ RE: Mr. J. C. Omoruan - GOVernment Postgraduate Scholar.
Appllcatlon for a Spec1a1 Research Grant.

~ The. above named 1nd1v1dua1 has been work1ng\w1th me’ for the
past’ year as a Ph.D. Provisional, Candidate. We will be: gorng forward g
"before an examining comm;ttee on August 22nd for ‘the purpose of changlngf
‘his category from a Provisional Candidate for a Ph. D. to a Candidate for
a Ph.D. In the meantime, however, he has._been preparrng materials for a
proposed research study which must be carr1ed out. in Nigeria, ~Notably
this is the collection.and analysis of the trad1t1ona1 games . of .the Edo -
people of Mid-Western N1ger1a Little is apparently ‘being done in ‘the |
brief time availablesto put on record the meaning of 11fe to " these people,
if there is anythzné!prec1ous in the Edo culture, ‘and we believe there is,
it should be preserved -in books and on films. Now that the Edo culture ..
~has begun to.undérgo. significant. changes ‘as a result &f the modernlzatlon
" of Nigeria, the native people themselves are’abandoniftg their ancient.
traditions, and these -are being offered to us briefly.at this moment. -
‘Unless we assume the task of preserving. these traditions for future N

' _generations, a great deal of our cultural heritage will be lost,” Mr. '

Omoruan and I,' as well as other members of his commlttee, haye become
concerned over the need for such a study, and the Department of Phy51ca1
. Educat1on heartlly endorses thlS partlcular pro;ect. PRI

coae e

If I can be: of any further a551stance to. you “in assess1ng

Mr. Omoruan s app11cat1on for a S%ecral Research Grant, p;ease do: not "=v§”f~fh:-fﬁ

he51tate 1n contactlng me’ at your conven;ence

LT

Yours 51ncere1y,_a:ﬂ~‘ h

L | R G Glassford hfﬂiﬂf55»“h
Chalrman j~ e

y

hh,eRGG/sd,'i“ .

£
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B *,_l}studentS.A}_

' some aspects’ of the culture of ‘the peoples of M1d-Western ngerla

“rh'ﬂ;;"; I am On a Mld West Post Graduate Scholarsh1p worklng on 2 Ph D Y
‘degree. - . e ‘ o . R,

© is for me 'to 1nvestigate how much of the culture of the pe0ple can be
‘.tstudled through these games. j._ Lo e -

. Lvisit! . A'would need board .and. lpdging for a week at ‘one-time. Tt is"

- not posslble for me. to send now. an itinerary as my movements depen&\on the o
.”progress I make My studxes w111 be spread from September 23 till January, e
197 I I -

:h without dasruptlng the College program. . I w111
- some lectures on Physacal Educatlon and related sub;ects.,;x,__ L

o .-Thank"youjin”advance.‘f:
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SN T ' ’ v,Joseph c. Omoruan . :
: o o . ¢/o Department of Phy51cal;’v“
A : Education
'#  University of Alberta
o ":Edmonton Alberta

,September>};~1974"

The Prinéipal =

t:Dear Slr/Madam

Not1ce of Research Stud1es of Selected Ethnlc Groups 1n M1d West Nrgerla ‘3?

In two weeks from now I w111 be in: N1ger1a to do some - studles of

. ‘ .
N .

.. My 'main area of 1nterest jgttb reV1ve, document and analyze the | Ll
1ndlgenous games of the people befors: they are all lost. - A second aspect »"'”

I need not wr1te much of the global 1nterest that the State . . &,

'Governor, the Government and the people ‘have shown in sporflng act1v1t1es. RETRE
_The -achievements ‘have been great. - The thesis of ‘the investigator's: pro;ect
. outlined above is that a- good knowledge of the" past will not only help. _
" . the good understand1ng of the’ present but w111 also a551st in better future e
.plans for- sports 1n the State. - ‘,- ‘-; IR SRt . ;

“_..

I would apprec1ate it 1f I couldomake your qulege my base when

I would need some of the students as. k rz!ormants and a531stants
w1111ng to g1ve 'f.f~

: I haVe attached a copy of my v1ta fbr a fuller personal 1ntrodupt10nr

1 look forward to meetlng and worklng w1th you, the staff and the_

’,gYours;sihcerely,

- .

B J. ‘C. Omoruan ﬁ-- ' o
c c Permanent Secretary, M1nlstry of Education, Beﬂ.n C1ty
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L - elo. Department of. Phys1cal
~Education ..

: Un1ver51ty of Alberta
',fEdmonton Alberta o

:istptember 3, 1974 .1' B

o The Permanent Secnetary f

“.-M1d West Ministry of Educatlon - ST
»wBenln Clty, N1ger1a o N ';- o ;g_.\,."‘
'.Dear Slr '5ﬂfs?'*

ﬁNotlce of Research Stud1es of Selected Ethn1c Groups in M1d Western ngerla

: ThlS is to 1nform you that T w111 soon be in. N1ger1a for- some ;' kym.:
‘ethnographlc studles of some . cultural groups in. M1d Western N1ger1a ‘ .

SR I am on M1d West Post Graduate Scholarshlp worklng on my Ph D
hsi‘degree . : . .

N PR

My main- area- of 1nterest is to” rev1ve and document the 1nd1genous

M‘7kfhfgames of the people before they ‘are. all lost.';;_“_ S ,:,-A "7 ;J,x;<

“~:;fe,c; Permanent Secxetary, M1nlstry of Home Affalrs and"i”'

S A second aspect is. to ‘see how much of the culture of the peop}e
‘ ,,'Can be stud1ed through these games. j}_-- e : :

. S The 1nterest that the GOVernor, the GOVernment and the people ;;
ave shown in sporting activities is un1que "‘The achlevement is. equally
henomenal 'If this sporting’ hentage is. V1ewed as‘a’ contmuum, then it .
“beconmes very essential because a good- knowledge of the past- will not’ only
~help us ‘to understand”the present ‘but also plan for' a better future. Thls
.. has been my concern for thls ‘project: whlch 1s not’ only first of ;ts k1nd
cin N1ger1a but 1n Afrlca., _ ga;agl; vn.,, P S : . L
o T need your éo-operat1on as 1 would be work1ng wzth the people
= -,.through the SchoolsQ‘Colleges Counc1ls, etc.,ﬂ'“ ~ O . ;

. It w1ll be- appreclated 1f th1s 1nformat1on is brought to the ?7
, “notlce of a11 those whp may be. of a551stance to ‘me: 1n my research

. " T hope to make a personal call to see you before I resume my
vvfleld work SRR : PR SO

Attached 1s a copy of my V1ta for purposes of 1ntroduct10n.
Thank you 1n advance‘,.i;kfi;;?_irh
‘ Yours 51ncere1y,

1

T R S e TR S

AJ C‘mmnmn.



