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What do instructors 
need to know about 
copyright in the 
classroom?



Session Outline
● Introduction to copyright at the University 

of Alberta
● Use of © materials in the classroom 

(traditional and e-classroom) 
○ Copyright Office review and 

permissions service
● Academic author rights and open licensing 

(e.g., Creative Commons licensing (CC))
● Questions

required 
for course 
packages



http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/ http://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/2125/index.do?r=AAAAAQATQ2FuYWRhIEV2aWRlbmNlIEFjdAE
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https://policiesonline.ualberta.ca/PoliciesProcedures/Policies/Use-of-Copyright-Materials-Policy.pdf
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Updates 
Coming
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What does 
this mean in 

the classroom 
right now?

● *link* to resources instead of 
providing copies to students

● *distribute* copies under an 
exception or from a resource 
licensed for classroom use 

● use Copyright Office course 
review and permissions service 
for *course packages* or when 
you are unsure about terms of 
use

● *present / display* content for 
educational purposes



*linking* to resources 
is not copying and 
the Libraries can help 
you link to licensed 
resources

What does 
this mean in 

the classroom 
right now?



Link to Resources
Licensed Library Resources 
http://guides.library.ualberta.ca/linking-to-library-online-resources
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Library Reading List Service
Library staff will create a reading list or place material on reserve 
http://www.library.ualberta.ca/readinglist/index.cfm
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*distribute* copies (in 
paper or digital 
format) under an 
exception or from a 
resource licensed for 
classroom use 

What does 
this mean in 

the classroom 
right now?



CC0 https://pixabay.com/en/conditions-period-
624911/ 

“...the University has acquired licences allowing users access to specific 
works for limited uses pursuant to negotiated contract terms.” - UA policy 

https://pixabay.com/en/conditions-period-624911/
https://pixabay.com/en/conditions-period-624911/
https://pixabay.com/en/conditions-period-624911/


Distribute Licensed Articles
Many eResources licensed through the U of A Libraries allow for classroom use.  
Check first: https://www.library.ualberta.ca/ 

https://www.library.ualberta.ca/


Distribute Licensed eBook chapters



Distribute Print 
Resources
Fair Dealing Exception:

● Fair Dealing Guidelines 
(created by UofA) 

● Fair Dealing 
Assessment (your 
judgment with input 
from Copyright Office)



http://www.copyright.ualberta.ca/UofA_FairDealing.pdf

Updates 
Coming

Distribute resources 
under the fair dealing 
exception as 
interpreted by the 
University of Alberta
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Distribute resources under the fair dealing exception 
as interpreted by the Supreme Court of Canada
Two-step test (NOT A CHECKLIST):

1) Does use fall within accepted list of purposes? (as stated in Section 29 of 
the Copyright Act, e.g., research, private study, education, criticism, review…) http:
//laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/

2) Was the dealing fair? (paragraphs 54-60 of CCH Canadian Ltd. v. Law Society of 
Upper Canada, [2004] 1 SCR 339, 2004 SCC 13 (CanLII), http://canlii.ca/t/1glp0)

○ purpose (could be interpreted as ‘intention’ instead of ‘category’ as in step 1)
○ character 
○ amount
○ alternatives
○ nature 
○ effect of the dealing on the copyrighted work

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/
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Confused?
Need permission? 

Using a course package?



Copyright Review Request Form (required for course 
packages, email as attachment to Copyright Office)
http://www.copyright.ualberta.ca/ copyright@ualberta.ca
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When do I use 
the Copyright 
Office course 
review and 
permissions 

service?

● When you are compiling a 
course package that will be 
published by SUBPrint. 

● When you are unsure about 
whether or not you can 
distribute materials in your 
classroom.



*present / display* 
course content for 
educational 
purposes

What does 
this mean in 

the classroom 
right now?



Presentation of Course Materials
● Check the terms of use for 

conditions, restrictions, or 
limitations when using 
resources accessible via 
licence or subscription. 

● Cannot display material that 
is commercially available in 
a format suitable for this 
use. 



Author Rights 
and CC 

Licensing

● Tell others how they can use 
your work: assign a Creative 
Commons licence https:
//creativecommons.org/ 

● Read your publisher / copyright 
agreement carefully before you 
sign; negotiate if needed

● Work with publishers that 
support your needs 

https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/


Remember:
1. Link to resources where 

reasonable, distribute 
with care in the 
classroom.

2. Plan ahead for course 
packages, copyright 
course reviews, and 
permissions.

pedagogically 
sound

via a licence 
(library or CC)

fair dealing 
exception

permission

6-8 weeks

requested by 
CRO or you?



Questions?

Amanda Wakaruk, MLIS, MES
Copyright Librarian
Copyright Office, Learning Services 
University of Alberta

amanda.wakaruk@ualberta.ca
@awakaruk (personal)



Copyright Office
http://www.copyright.ualberta.ca/

copyright@ualberta.ca

support for faculty, staff, and students
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