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Synopsis of the Opera

ACT I

Three Ladies, attendants of the Queen of the Night, save the fainting Prince Tamino
from a huge serpent. After killing the beast, the Ladies linger to admire the
unconscious youth. Deciding to leave together rather than allow one of them the treat
of staying to protect him, they exit to inform the Queen of his arrival. The birdcatcher
Papageno bounces in and introduces himself, saying he pines for a pretty wife, then
boasts to the waking Tamino that he himself slew the serpent. The Ladies return to give
Tamino a portrait of the Queen's daughter, Pamina, who they say is enslaved by the
evil Sarastro, and they padlock Papageno's mouth for lying. Tamino feels himself
falling in love. The Queen herself appears in a burst of thunder and laments the loss of
her daughter. She charges Tamino with Pamina's rescue, ordering the reluctant
Papageno to escort the prince. The Ladies hand a magic flute to Tamino and magic
silver bells to Papageno to ensure their safety, appointing Three Spirits to guide them.
Sarastro's slave Monostatos pursues and recaptures Pamina, who has tried to escape,
but he is frightened away by the feather-covered Papageno, who tells Pamina that
Tamino loves her and intends to save her. The two join voices in praise of love.

Led by the Spirits to a grove with three temples, Tamino is turned away from the first
two gates before a Priest emerges from the third to advise him that it is the Queen, not
Sarastro, who is evil, and that Pamina is safe. Left alone, Tamino plays his flute,
hoping to make his beloved appear. She is nearby, attempting to escape with Papageno,
who replies to the flute with his bird pipe. Monostatos appears with his slaves, but they
are rendered helpless by Papageno's magic bells. Before Papageno can spirit Pamina
away, Sarastro, entering in ceremony, promises the girl eventual freedom but warns
against her proud mother. When Monostatos brings in the captive Tamino, the slave is
punished by Sarastro for attempting to molest Pamina. The latter is enchanted by a
glimpse of Tamino, who is led into the temple with Papageno.

There will be a fifteen minute intermission between acts

A

The priests inform Tamino that he has only two more trials. Pamina is relieved when
Tamino speaks to her but worries about his new ordeals. Sarastro says the lovers will
meet again and separates them.

Papageno has failed his trials, happily settling for a glass of wine. When he wishes
again for a pretty girl, the old lady reappears, turning into a young Papagena when he
vows fidelity, but the priest returns to spirit her away. The despairing Pamina,
contemplating suicide, is saved by the Spirits, who lead her to Tamino. At the caverns
of fire and water, two Amoured Men proclaim that Tamino must brave the elements.
With Pamina at his side, he undergoes trials by water and fire, protected by the magic
flute. Sarastro leads the triumphant lovers into the temple. Papageno too is talked out
of suicide by the Spirits, who remind him to use his magic bells to summon Papagena.
Papageno is delighted to have finally found his Papagena. The Queen of the Night, her
Three Ladies and Monostatos attack the temple but are defeated and banished as the
throng hails Sarastro, Pamina and Tamino.

Program Notes

The Magic Flute was the last opera completed by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. When
he died, aged thirty-five, two months after its premiere, the work already had enjoyed a
success. On his deathbed, Mozart consulted his watch each night to see how far along
the performance had progressed.

Because of its spoken dialogue. The Magic Flute is technically not an opera but a
singspiel (song play). In the premiere, at the Theater auf der Wieden, September 30,
1791, Schikaneder played Papageno; the Queen of the Night was Mozart's vocally
brilliant sister-in-law Josefa Weber Hofer. Tamino was Benedikt Schack (an excellent
flutist, who played his own magic flute), and the composer conducted the orchestra.

ACT II

Sarastro tells his priests that Tamino is prepared to undergo initiation rites. He calls on
the gods to favor both the youth and Papageno. The Speaker and a Priest swear their
two initiates to silence. When the Queen's Ladies appear, Tamino is impervious to their
dire warnings, but Papageno is easily derailed from his course of virtue.

Monostatos, finding Pamina asleep in the garden, tries to steal a kiss, but is ordered
away by the Queen of the Night, who gives her daughter a dagger with which to
murder Sarastro. Monostatos returns when the Queen vanishes, but Pamina is rescued
by Sarastro, who knows of the Queen's plot but assures Pamina that love is his answer
to revenge.

Papageno is approached by a flirtatious old lady, who vanishes when asked her name.
The Spirits bring sustenance and return the magic flute and bells. When Pamina
appears, Tamino steadfastly refrains from speaking to her. Misunderstanding his
silence, she goes away broken-hearted.
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