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Local Contexts
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Alberta is home to many diverse Indigenous communities, including Blackfoot 
(Niitsítapi), Cree (Nêhiyaw), Dene, Nakoda (Stoney), Saulteaux (Anishinaabe). 

There are 45 First Nations in three Treaty areas (Treaties 6, 7 and 8), as well as 
other groups who have not signed treaties. The most commonly spoken First 

Nations languages are Blackfoot, Cree (mainly Plains Cree but some Woods Cree), 
Chipewyan, Dene, Sarcee and Stoney (Nakoda Sioux). Métis people live 

throughout the province, including in the Métis Settlements. In Alberta the 
Indigenous languages spoken by Métis people include Cree and Michif.



Indigenous Initiatives
● Indigenous internship program
● Personal librarian program
● First Nations Information Connection
● First Peoples House & Transition Year Program support
● Nantâwihiwêwin FNMI Student Zine
● Research Support Services for the Field of Indigenous Studies
● Indigenous graphic novel collection
● Indigenous language collection development
● And more ...



Decolonizing Description Working Group (DDWG)

To investigate, define and propose a 
plan of action for how the University 
of Alberta Libraries can more 
accurately, appropriately, and 
respectfully represent Indigenous 
peoples and contexts through our 
descriptive metadata practices.
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DDWG
Members:

● Metadata Coordinator
● Cataloguing Coordinator
● Associate University Librarian
● Public Service Librarian 
● Indigenous Initiatives 

Coordinator
● Indigenous Intern

Activities:

● Literature review
● Environmental scan
● Consultations
● Data analysis



Literature Review
● Acknowledgement of challenges 

of describing Indigenous 
materials with current standards

● Differences between Indigenous 
and Western approaches to 
knowledge organization

● Appropriate descriptions and 
subject access are social justice 
issues and moral imperatives

● Need for relationship building 
with communities
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Consultations & Environmental Scan
● To better understand importance 

of the initiative, interests and 
concerns
○ Internal Libraries 

stakeholders
○ Students, alumni

● To learn from others
○ University of British 

Columbia
○ University of Manitoba
○ Library and Archives Canada
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Data Analysis
● Not only metadata in ILS but also 

metadata for local digital 
collections, institutional 
repository materials, etc.

● Begin with subject headings, will 
look to classification systems as 
next phase

● Looking to understand potential 
scope and scale of problematic 
terminology 
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Manitoba Archival Information Network (MAIN)
● Multi-year process to engage community members and experts in reviewing 

and assessing LCSH
● Proposal for revisions, additions, deletions
● Available at https://libguides.lib.umanitoba.ca/c.php?g=455567&p=3278374
● Used this as the basis to take a snapshot of our metadata

https://libguides.lib.umanitoba.ca/c.php?g=455567&p=3278374


← Subject headings by 
count (ILS)

Subject headings by count 
(Local Repositories) → 



Final Report and Recommendations
● That UA Libraries

○ collaborate with communities, organizations, and groups across Canada to cooperatively 
develop and incorporate revised subject headings that more accurately, appropriately, and 
respectfully represent Indigenous peoples and contexts, and which can be seen as a model 
for change and widely implemented.

○ take the lead on working with Indigenous communities and partners to develop revised subject 
headings reflective of the Alberta and appropriate Northern contexts.

○ engage an individual to coordinate and conduct consultation and outreach which is 
groundwork critical to the success of moving forward with this project.

● Report available at http://bit.ly/2wvArQh

http://bit.ly/2wvArQh
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Initial Steps 
ATEP - Aboriginal Teacher Education Program

Peel’s Prairie Provinces

Communications
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