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Abstract

-

During the years 1910—1912, approximately 1300 khlack
férmers frqm Oklahoma 1mm%grated'to'Alberta and Saskatyh-
ewan,. Unlike most immigranés, they were motivated more by
the desire to escape racdism and discrimination than by the
attraction of free' land and the oppaortunity to make a fregh
start. During the early ye?rs of this tentury, the south:\
ern United States was cha?acterized by racial hatred.
Politically, this raéism was manifested through disfranch-
isement and segregation and socially, through increasing
lawlessneéss and violence. Indirectly, this turmoil was a
source of strength to many blacks. It produced in them a
sense of identity, a stubborn self-sufficiency and an
imperviousness to insult. These wefe all qualities which
would serve them well in Alberta. |

As a safety valve when outbursts ofracial repression
became unbearable,‘American blacks developed a tradition of
migration. : Small numbers of discpnleﬁtgd bla;ks emigrated
to the African natioms owaiberiavénd Sierra Leone?yhile
thousands more joinéd well-organized migration movemenﬁgvto
the newly opened south-western :states of Kansas and Oklahoma.
The immigration of Oklahoma blacks to Alberta aﬁd Saskatch-
ewan shared many of the characteristics of these e%rlier |
migrations. .
As the number of blacks entering the Géﬁadian‘west

increased, public opinion in Alberta became inflaﬁed. "The

iv



‘
Oklahoma blacks were perceived as a grave tnreat; in part
hecauserthey were believed go be the vanéuard_ef another
one hundred thpusand, but also because of fears that thelr
ptesence would undermine Anglo;Saxon clvilization. Alberta
society during the settlement petiod was ethnocentric and
nativistic. The prevalence of these attitudes made it in-
ebitable that blacks wbuld be viewed‘as unacceptable immi-
;érants and that efforts would be made to exclude themt
| Albertans pressured the federal government to strength-
en its unofficial opposition to black immigration by in-
troducing restrictive legislation. Although discriminatory
measures had already been imposed egainst Asian immigrants,
Ottawa was reluctant to take overt ection agginst American
blacks because of possible domestic and international reper-
cussions ., Finally, a compromise eolution was found. No
diseraminatbry legislation was enacted but existing immif
gration regulations were rigorousiy ang selectively enforced
S0 as to exclude the vast majority of prospective black
immigrants.‘

This unhappy immigration experience and memories of
Atierican oppression were the forceg which shaped the settle-
ments established by the black immigrants The black immi-
grants sought isolation from the dominant society and the
opportunity to establish their own closely knit, self suf-
ficient communities. The focus Qf‘thie thesis is Amber
Valley, the largest settlement’established,by Oklahoma

blacks in Alberta and the gne which best exemplifies the

black immigration experience.
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CHAPTER 1: Introduccion

3>‘

\.
Duri¢g the yea;341910 19{2,wapproximate y 1300

~v\\\ ‘.‘

black farmers from Oklahﬂma immigy Qted to Albkrta and

Saskatchewan. This\{hesisris a study of that immlgratiow
and of an Alberta community that resulted frdm it. Al -
though not&important in terms of numbers, bldck immigration
was significant because of what it revealOd bout Alperta
50ciety.and the nature of ethnic settlement.
No meigrants to Alberta have ever re eived a ‘more
hostile xeception than the Oklahoma blacks.

/ .
perceivéd as a threat; in part because they| were believed

!

They .were

!
to be dhe vanguard of another one hundred .

housand but also
because of fears that their Presence would,undermine Anglo-
Saxoa civilization. By its very nature, lberta society
in the early part of this century was racist. Tﬁis
obsession w1th racial matters madé it inevitable that-
blacks would be viewed as unacceptable immigrant; and
that efforts‘would be made to exclude them. ‘
Rapial hostility was certaidly not a new eiperience
for the Oklahoma blacks. The SOutherﬁ\United States was
characterized at that time by facial hatred. This racism
was manifested politically through segregation and dis-
franchisement, and socially ‘through increasing lawléss—
ness and violence.“ Indiréctly, this'turmoil was .a 50urcé

of strength to many blacks. It produced in them a sense -

of identity, a stubborn self-sufficiency and an impervious-



ness tovin3ult. These were all‘hualities which would a
serve them well “in Alberta.

As the number of blacks entering Alberta rose and
rumors spread of %housands more conVérging.on the border,
'public<opinion in Alberta became inflamed. The federal
government found itself uﬁdér intense pressure to strengthen.

its unofficial opposition to black immigration by passing

)
8

res;rictive legislation. Qttawa was fgluctantito Eake this
action fo; fear of offending both the United SAates and
black voters gp eastern Canada. Finally, a combromise
solution was found: Nosdascriminatory,législation was
enacted but.ﬁrgspective black immigr;hts were sﬁbjected to
an/dnusualLy ze&lous sgfutiny by Immig;ation Branch offi-

, y ©
cials at thé border<and all regulations relating to Heaith
anﬁ'finances were.rigidly'enforqed. Black‘immigration
soon dwindled ts'a tricglé.

This'thappy immigratioh exﬁeriencé and memofieé of
Americgn >ppression were the forces wbich shgﬁed the settle-
ments eséab;ished-By black immigrants. The focus of tgis - f?{
Eheéis 15\Ambe¢’Valyey,‘a~biack community ;ﬁ northern .

Alberta. It was the lafgest of the-black settigmenfs and

also the.one which bést.exemplifies the black immigrant

-

expériéncg:- éor Amber Valléy was an uﬁusual phenomenon on
the Alberta scehe; a compact_settiemenbvqf blacks, isolated,
closely‘kﬁit‘and large enOUéh}to be self-sufficient. .

The establishment qftﬂlack agri;ultural settlements

in Alberta and Saskatchewan also represents a unique episode



in the history of blacks in Canada. The majority of
Canada's blacks had arrived in Ontario and the Maritimes
. - -

_fifty or a hundred years earlier and under c¢ mpletely dif-

ferent c¢ircumstances. Most were slaves or efugees from

sla?ery with few }esourcgs and skills with yhich to begin
life in a new land. Some .were est;blished b\ white philan-
thropists on poordy managéd colgﬁies while the rest received
.little assistance beyond the allotment of small plots of
inferior land. A large proportion failed as farmergrbm\
becom%ng wards of the state, beggars or peddlers and facing
considerable discrimination from the white popdlagion.l

The establishment of settlements such as Amber Valley vindi-
cated these earlier failures, proving that under more favor-
abie conditions, blacks could become successful, independent

farmers.

But all this was still far in the %uture on that
spring day in 1910 when the first contingent of black set-
tlers from Oklahoma stepped off the train at Edmonton. 1In
man} ways the society they were about to enter was similar
to the one they had left. Like Oklahoma, the five year old
~province of Alberta was rugged and dynamic, a soclety in the
midst of rapid change. The vast emptiness_pf Alberta's
prairie and parkland was filling with settlers from all
parts of Canada, the United States and Europe. To these
newcomers, enticed to the 'Last Best"Wést' by the heady
p;omisés of immigration prppaganda, Alberta offered a chance

to make a fresh start, to attain a higher material standard
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and better opportunities for their children. Most new
. ) . -
Albertans settled on homestead lands, taking advantage of . Lt

the Dominioﬁ Lands Act's promise of 160 acres, previding

they could clear it, crop 1t afd live on it for three
/ J ;

years. .

-

The procéss of settlement proceeded at an astonishing
rate. By lbll,.Alberta bhad a populafion of,3i;?363. In
1901, there had been onlx 73,022; most of them concentrated
near the provinca‘s two railway lipes, the/CPR transcontin-

ental ldine qn ﬁhe south of. the province0and the Calgqu and
{

Edmonton R;ilwiy As the pace of immigration quickened-

N

homeseekers soon outstripped the railway, pushing up rapidly

through the parkland past Edmonton. As early as 1905, areas
[ X Ei ' ’ .
as far north as Westlock and Swmoky Lake were heavily settled.

-

. | B . .
By the end of 1911, there would be little ‘unoccupied arable

-

land south of the .Athabasca River and as far eas€‘as Lac ®la
Biche.3 The only_sizaﬁle'area ofﬁrich'soil‘untbuched by

) . K . . ’ \
the plough was located far to the north, in the Peace River

country. But even here«the first intrepid settlers- had

ventured as early as 1908, greatly outdistancing the rail- “ﬂ“'
. T
ways which would not arrive until 1916. Those hargz souls

"

who ventured to Peace River faced a grueiing_SOO mile winter

journey by foot from Edmonton along narrow tréils hacked .
gthrough the\buap.a Small wonder that manf of them became
disheartened and were easily persuaded by thé‘boostergﬂand

. | v .
real estate agents of the tiny cdmmunity of Athabasca to

settle there instedd.

T
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In general though, railroad construction kept pace

with settlement. Their relationship was symbiotic; settlers
needed railways to Eransport their agricultural produce to
market and railroads needed settlers to generate traffic
for their lines. During the years between 1§05 and 1910,
railroad construction in Alberta proceeded at a furious
pace. Canada's second tra&scontinental line, the Canadian
Northern Railway, Teached Edmonton in 1905, facilitating
the settlement of central Alberta. A third nation-spanning
lin?, the Grand Trunk Pacific, reachgd the city in 1909.5
During this period,'politics in Alberta were dominated by
railroads and the scandals assoclated with them. Every
tiny hamlet envisioned itself as a major railway centre
ané.the'first Alberta Legislature was pressured to charfer
a humber of . 21 lines. One of the most important of these,
a branch of tﬁe Canadian Northern, reached Morinville in
1906 and Prv--ede. by way of Clyde and the luwatinaw River

valley, arriving in Athabasca in 1912.6

‘Most of the new railroads wogld soon be hauling farm!
'pfoducts. ‘For Alberta, with 61,496 farms in 1910, was over-
Ghelmingly agricultural.7‘ Becauée se;tlement had proceeded
across the prairiés from east to west, élberta was a1t a
somewhat earlier étage-of agrifﬁiéural developmens than its
neighbors. Alberta's populatioﬁﬁwas 24% less than that of
Saskatchewan in 1911 and its acreage of improved land was

63% lower.8 The nature of agriculture in the two provinces

also differed. Alberta's earliest ‘settlers had concentrated

i e w15 G A AR e - L
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&
on raising livestock rather than grain. As the new century
began, field crops became increasingly important. But in

19170 the total value of Alberta's animal production sti}l
exceeded ?hé; of field crops by 40% contrasting with Sask-
atchewan where field crops b?ought in fhree times more
revenue than animal..products.

A number of factors during the first decade of the
century encouraged a change in emphasis from iivestock to
grain crops, particularly wheat. Internafiogally, grain
prices were favorable and steadily rising, due largely to
thekrapid pace of Industrialization and urbanization®™ in
Europe, the United States and eastern Canada. Between
1896 and 1914 the price of exported Canadian grain rose
by 66%.10

At the same timé, improved agricultural technology
and the develépment of dryland farming techniques were
making ag;iculture feasible in the semi—aridugrasslands of
southern Alberta. Ranching declined as homesteaders, en-
couraged by several yearsvof unusually heavy rainfall,
moved into areas which they had previously s.hunned.11

In the central and more northerly areas of the
province, improvements in grain varieties made pogsibAe a
-
shift in emphasis from oats to wheat. Marquis wheat, with
its Aigher yield and shorter maturing period, was tééted
in'western Canada in 1908 and was widely used by 1911.12
Bj that time, wheat had beqomé Alber%a's dominant field

.....
y v

crop. Whereas in 1906 dnly 27.67% of the total grain crop e



acreage was in wheat, by 1911 the figure had climbed to
o 13 }
547. Yet in most areas of the province, farmers would

continue to combine grain production with livestock raising.

* The average Alberta farmer owned twelve cows and oxen, four
pigs and seven o; eight horses.14 Although 617% of the farms
were under 200 acres in area, the provincial average was
288.6 acres, with 70.7 acres of improved land per farm.15
The majority of the larger farms were doubtless located in
the arid regions of the proviﬁce where most homesteaders
soon found their original 160 acres inSufficient.

Rapid urban development accompanied the settlement
process because of the need of Alberta farmers for agri-
cultural support industries and professional and financial
services. At varilous points along the railway line a number
of serv;ces would congregate; perhaps a grain elevator or
two, a general store and a post office. In time these
modest enterprises would provide the basis for ;\ngw town.

By 1911, 38%Z of the province's population were urban‘&vel-

1eré.¥6 Alberta boasted five cities, twenty-four towns énd

thirty-three villages. The largest urban centre was Calgary -

with 43,704 residents; Edmonton with iés population of

24 00 was a distant secoﬁd.17

Yet despite its smaller size, Edmoppon“ﬁad several

advantages over its southern rival. It was the provincial

e
N

»

capital, home.of Arthdf Sifton's Liberal government, and its

Y

:sistéfﬂéity of Strathcona was the location of the fledgling

University of. Alberta. Edmonton itself was gtowing at an

S :winwaj 23 _!&Wﬂ.‘mu‘x;m-::;' S e
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unprecedented rate as settlers poured into the northern
half of the province. The city enjoyed a real estate boom
during the years 1910 and 1911. New residential subdivi-
sions were launched almost daily in an effort to accommo -

.
date the several thousand tent-dwellers on the outskirts
\

of the city. The price of land rose at a rate out of all
proportion to its real value. Downtown property on Jasper
Avenue was priced at $10,000 per front foot:.18 With good

reason, Edmonton's real estate agents and businessmen fore-
saw a rosy future for thg young city.

At ieast part of Edmonton's‘prosperity was derived
from industry. A lafge proportion of Alberta's 290 manu-
fécturing concerns were located in the city, each employing
aﬁ}average of three people.. For the most part these were
processors of raw materials; saw mills, b:ick:works, flour
mills and butter and cheese producé}sxlg

p—

Resource extraction was another im;irtant Source of

the Edmonton

wealth. Twenty-three coal mines operated i
area, and another thirty-six mines were located elsewhere

in the province notably at Banff, Lethbridge, /and in the

Crowsnest lfass.20 A bright future was predicfted for the

province's newly-launched 0il and natural gas industry.

In 1904, the Premier had himself participated in the North-

West Gas and 01l Co. which drilled a number of wells inside
21

the boundaries of Edmonton. And in 1906 the Athabasca

0il Company had commenced drilling operations near Fort

McMurray. 22



Newcomers to the province were dazzled and bewildered
by the complex melange of peoples from virtually every nation
imaginable. By choice and sometimes out of necessity the
province'; smaller ethnic groups tended to segregate them-
selves, congregating in separate areas of the province. As
a result, the region around Edmonton contained numerous
lérge ﬂockets of ethnic settlement; Ukrainians to the east,
Austrians and French north.of the city, Germans and Scandin-

avians to the south.23 Dispersed fairly evenly throughout

the province and forming the majority of the population in

the urban areas, were the three major nationalities; Cana-

dians, Americans and British. This dominant community

believed assimilation 'to the Anglo-Saxon norm to be essential

and were often dismayed at the fierce determination of'soae
of the more exotic ethn%c groups to fefain their own cul-
tures and languages. With fear and helpless frustration,
they watched the rising proportion of southern and eastern
"Europeans among the province's newcomers. Albeftans and
.their brov&ncial government had little control over how
their provigce was settled. The Feder;l Government had
sole jurisdiction in ipmigratibn matters and when thé\pro—
vince was formed, had retained the power to administer its
natural resources and public iands in the interests of
efficient settlement. Tgé motives and policies of the
central government were often profoundly mistrusted by
Albertans. By 1910, when the first large contingent of
Oklahoma blacks arrived, Albertans were very testy on

issues 1nvolying ethnic,immigrafion.
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CHAPTER 2: Canadian Immigration Policy:

Closing the Open Door

I - The Canadian View of Race

[

.

Albertans were not alone in the emphasis they placed

A g B e s A s

on racial matters. The 19th and e€arly 20th centuries were
the heyday of racism, a time when the origins and attri-
butes:idof the various races of mankind were earnestly dis-

cussed by the elite circles of western Europe, Britain

;
¥
1‘ .
!

and the United States. Central to this racism was the
notion of white supremacy. The 19th century mind; accus-
v.témed to htierarchies, was unable to_visualize’afsociety
in which two.or more racesvcould exist in a staté'df har-
monious equality.< Where two races co-existed, one must of
necessity accépt a subordinate status or be eliminated.

This belief contradicted both traditional Christian teach-

ings and 18tt century notions of egalitariqnism. So new
doctrines . invented, cloaked in the garb of science
ang anthrope¢ -+, to make the new racisﬁ~credible and
acceptable. ‘ "”““-&h
E Social 2ar ism an offshoot of Dafwin's biological
theory of the gra .Lia: ev:lutior of plants and anima1§, was ;
one of thgse new -ac’al theories Extremely popular during . g

the 1870s and 1880s, Social Darwinism held that the pro- ]

gress of civilization results from a process of natural

selection and unrestricted competition. The strongest and

best societies tend to prevail over the others. Not
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surprisingly, Social Darwinians believed that European
civilizat;on was superior to all others. .
2Nd{European nation adopted the mew racism with more
enthusiaéﬁ than Rritain. By the mid 19th century, the
British had developed a sense of racial uniqueness, a firm
belief that the Anglo-Saxon race possessed superior phys-
ical and intellectual qualities. The British viewed them-
selves as a stalwart, morally upright beople, with a special
capacit; for constitutional self-government and a ta 'nt
for administering justice.3 Not far behind came the notion
that the benefits of the British way of life should be
shared with the less enlightened peoples of the world.
This racism became a justification for imperialigm as the

-British accepted the 'white man's burden' of conquéring
“ 1 . X

and ruling the supbosedly inferior races.

As a bastion of the empire, Canada shared fully in
!

this belief in the superiority and;unique destiny of the

pd

nglo-Saxon race. It Was,natpral'that it should, as the

le who set the social and intellectual tone in Canada,

outsid®\of Quebec, were primarily of British stock. By

pe

the end of ¢t 9th century, a sense of Canad "identity

was emerging; one element o the dgvelopment of
a belief in a mythical no?thern race. This racial theory
characterized northern_races as strong,-self-reliant,

ene;getic and individuélistic, superior in all ways to the

supposedly weak, indolent and emotional southern races.

Many Canadian nati?nalists believed that a new northern

&
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race was being created in Canada, tempered by a harsh angd
demanding climate.

This developing sense of racial identity and pride
was an important consideration for Canadians whenever the
Subject of immigration was discussed., In the years after
1896, the open immigfation policies of the Laurier Govern-
ment resulted in a stampede of newcomers from Britain,
Europe and the United States. Many-Canadians, pdrcicularly
in the west, began to feel] uneasy about the quality of
this immigration. An emerging sense of ndtional identicy
made them more certain of the nature of the new society
they wishga to create and fearful that the Government's
indiscriminate immigration»policy would haveg}ong—tqrm
damagi%g effects. Stephen Leacock, the humorist and

’&ons%;vative gconomist expressed thié view,

'vfhé prairies of the Ves%\blossomed and wither-
ed under the suns of unnumbered ages before the i
coming of the harveste;; the forestsof British..
Columbia have slept in silence for counflegs
winters before the proprietor measured them into .
their billions of feet of timber. Let them: ’
stand a little longer t1ll we can rest assured

that the men who fell them will belong to a nation
worthy of the task.5 ‘

The basic criterion for- being judged 'worthy' was
whiteness since "Canadians were nearly unanimous in their
wish for a homogenous white society.6 But not all white

immigrants were welcomed with equal fervor, Canadians

-
Ll T

were most anxious to recedive those whose language, values

ety an

and traditions were most similar to their own. Immigrants

from the mother country were naturally regarded as the most |

/

/
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\
desirable, except if they were semi—litekate charity re-
cipients from London's, east end. Almost as highly regarded
: |
as the British were settlers from the Uni%ed States, wel-
comed perhaps as much for the machinery, ckpital and farm 3
i .
skills they brought with them as for their\cultural attri-
butes.7 Third on the 1list of desirable immigrants were

members of the non-British 'northern races', the Germans,

Dutch; Scandinavians and French. These‘nationalities, it

was thought, possessed the same sterling qualities as the

British, and after surmounting the languyage barrier would . ‘
- e

make excellent citizens. .

Of the white immigrants it was thosg from Eastern ’ :
Europe who caused Canadians the mosSt concenn. To the 3
avefagé Bfitish Caﬂﬁdiaﬁ, these people were ﬁnmistakably ?
foréign. They were pover;y—sﬁricken, often igiiterate,

and their language, culture and dress were exotic. In the

west, fears were expfésggd,xhat this seemingly dignorant
peasanfry would'debaseithe'culfpral level of the entire

afea, and beingdfa@iliar only with autocratic rule, would

undermine B: .1ish trgdifions of self—govgrnment.8 Civili-~

‘zation was cléarlf\in“dangerg claimed the alarmists.

o

%
X
i
1
'i
i

$\\¥ost A glo—Caﬁédians were much'more‘optimisticg

~ i~ " .
,however,\Bélggying that the problems of European immigra-

/ B i i
tion could pe solved by assimilation. They demanded that

-

immigrants renounéeithétt:traditional culture in favor of

N . ~
PN

. ) ‘ o
'Anglo-Saxo%'customs'aBd values,\f goal which would be

accomplishéd through miSsiouary wérk, languagéﬂtraining,

| ~ SN

AN
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and above all by the schools which became virtual train-

ing grounds for citizenship.9 B

Clearly, Canadians early 1in tgis century, had little
patience with notionsrof muiticulturalism. They feared
heterogeneity, believing it would destroy their capactty ‘ ;
to perpetuate the values and traditions they had inherited
frn;\britain. As well, they feared it would make phe
creatign\of a strong, unified Canadian nation impossible 10 4

Hoping that the East European immigration problenm-
would be solve&\by assimilation, Canadians were 1th facing
an even more pergisxing immigration issue: a “steady influx
of non-white 1mmigr; ts. Without hesitation, most Canadians
subported the demagoZié\tallying cry that Canada must remain

AN

a "white man's country". “Most of the turmoil centred in

British Columbia, the unwill g recipient of a substantial

immigration of Chinese, Japanese'and East Indians during

the thtee decades preceding 1910. he Cbinese were the
firgt to enter the Province, brought i by the thousands

to work on the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway.
Its completion in 1885 threw them out of wo;k\fnd into
direct competition with whites for jobs. Accuetomed to a

or standard of living, their willingness to accept wages

from 302 to 50% 1less than white labourers, led to intense
\_

hostility.11 The problem was exacerbated by the arrival \\
after 1899 of the Japanese and of East Indians in 1906 and N
1907. After a'time, the convictio- that the Japanese were \\

gaining eontrol of certain industri:-: notably fishing and




market:gardening, made many whites feel doubly thréatened.
British Columbia's Asian population increased rapidly.

In 189l‘there were 8,910 Chinese, out of a total population
of 98,173. By 1901 the Chinese community had grown to
14,869.12 Public feeling against the Chinese rose in
Proportion and thé west coast province attempted to deal
with 1ts-unwanted alien presence. In 1884 and 1885, the
fedéfai gévernment disallowed three Acts passgd by the
British Colﬁmbia legislature, "An Act to Prevent Chinese
fr;m Aéqhiring Crown Land", "An Act to Prevent the TImmi-
gration aof Chinese" and "An Act to Regulate the Chinese
?opulation of British Columbia".13 Undaunted, British
Columbians changed their tactics in later years and con-
centrated anpressuriﬁg the federalngovernment to restri
Chinese immigration. Meanwhile, anti—Oriental'activity
within the general population of Britisﬁ Columbia progressed
beyond the customary t;unts, discriminat}Qn, vandalism and
assaults. 1In 1907, Vancouver was rocked b; a serious race
riot as enraged mobs inflicted extensive damage on the |
Chinese and.Japanesé sections of the city.14 .

In Alberta,'news of the Vancouver riot was applauded
by a large segment of the population. Alberta's own Chinese
community had increased from 31 in 1891 to 235 in 1901 and

would reach 1,787 by 1911.15 Most of the Chinese were

-

migrant; from British Columbia who had congregated in Cal-
gary, Edmonton, Macleod and Lethbridge'where they operated

restaurants and laundries serving the male-dominated frontier

16
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Soclety. Hostility todthe Chinese was widespread, prevent-
ed only by the small size of the Chinese population and
Albertq's greater concern over East European immigration,
from becoming as xrulént as ib British Columbidlléu Never- N
theless, ana}—Chinese actions were common, particularly in
the southern cities and the coal-mining distri&ts which had
the heaviest c&ncentratiéns of Chinese. NQmerouS‘attempts
were made to limit Chinese economic a;tivitiss by imposing
heavy taxes on their businesses, and restricting them to
certain districts of Alberta cities.17

Because of their smaller numbers, the Japapese es-~
caped the brunt of Alberta'sranti—Orientalism. Aiﬁ‘i9ll
‘the e were only 247 Japanese in the pr'ovince.‘18 ﬁonethe_
less;\phe announcemen® in 1908 that a colony of’fifty Japan-

\ , .

ese farmers would be established at Gleichenbmet with intense

!
hostility. As a result, only a few of the wbuld-be sugar
19 o ;

beet farmers settled in the area.

Anti-Orientalism in Alberta consisted merely f small:

kb ot Bt e T :

isolated disturbances directed against a tiny minority
group. Yet it has significance for this thesis. The Al-
berta respon to the Chinese and Japaneﬁe suggests how

little tdl ance existed in the province for non ‘white im-

PR

migration! As well, the Oriental presence in the province

7
J

served qﬁ sensitize the population to non-white immigrants.

Albertans would be on guard against future influxes of

Orientals Or any other non- whites

Ostensibly, Alberta's and British Columbia's oppos-
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ition to Asian immigration was economic in‘origin, the . é; “
result Jf workiﬁg class fears of cheap Asian labour. , In-

deed, trade unions and working class demagogues werl/lsual-

ly prominent among the leaders of anti-Oriental agitation.

But ; closer look will reveal a deeper psychological cause,‘
derived from the racism and ethnocentrism which permeated‘

every level of Canadian socilety. Canadians had developed

a detailéd_and contemptuous mental image of the character-

istics of each non-white group. To a large extent the&se

racial images were derived from traditional European and

f generations

20

- MNorth American views developed as a result
tacts. These

of commercial, diplomatic and missionary co

images were reinforced by subsequent Canadign experience

with members of the groups.
China's isolated fewgal society seemed exoé}c and A

decadent to ;osf 18th‘and 19th century‘observers. *A popular he

belief developed in western Europe that iénorance, pervérs—

ity, cruelty and poverty were common characteristics of

Chinese society.21 Residents of British Columbia and | ¢

Alberta embellished‘iﬁis'derogatory image with observations

of their own. The ChiAese were believed to be untroﬁbled

by over-crowded hoﬁsing and unsanitary cdnditions.b Théy

were seen as disease-ridden, inclined to drug agdiction;

gambling, theft, and on the distaff side, to ptostitutioﬁ.

Chinatowns were viewed by Canadians as centres of yice and ~

depraVif;, places wﬁere the bizarre mingled with éz; dis-

gusting. Canadians were also convinced that the Chinese

el




contributed almost nothing to their adopted land, that
ﬁhey sent all ;heir money home to relatives in China.22

'The"Japanese suffered equally from the common belief
that all Asian peoples. were unclean, diseased, and a threat
to public health. But Japan's.rapid modernization and
aggressiye militg;y stance made immigrants from that nation
seem doubly s;nister. Most Canadians were convinced that
the Japanese were intensely patriotic and loyal only to
Japan; a potential fifth coiumn of spies and saboteurs in
the event of war.23 N

‘That Canadians did not hesitate to acéept racial
Stereotypes based on hearsay, exaggeration and ignorance
is clearly shown by the Asian immigrant expérignce. These
stereotypes pFovided Canédians with émple‘fodder to form
their opposition to Asian immigration, an oppésitiqn which
relied more ﬁeavily on emotion than reasoﬁfand was motivated
not so much by:fegr of economic dislocation as fromcgimple
racial prejudice; )

Perhaps the Canadian penchant for unquestioning accept-
ance of stereotypes derived ffom the experience of other
nations is moét striiing in the case of blacks. In 1901,
Canada hédva substantial community of 17,437 blacks, the
vast majority centred in.Ontario and Nova Scotia.24 Yet
despite having this domestic experience to draw upon, Cana-
‘dians seemed to prefer to import their views of blacks from

the United States. During the period 1870-1910, the Cana-

dian opinion of blacks deteriorated drastically, in part as

19
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a xesult of the increasing racism of the times, but fuel-
led as well by a massive immigration of white Americans

and the lurid portrayals of blacks common to American pub-
lications circulating in Canada.25 The Canadian attitude
towards blacks changed from passive acceptancé to active
dislike as negative stereotypes which emphasized -  ;ace's
su@posed characteristics of criminality, love of pleasure,
kunUSual sexual appetites, offensive odour, laziness anﬂ
generél unreliability became widely ac 3@ted.26 From their

southern neighbors, Canadians adopted the notion that blacks

represented the sort of threat to mogzlity and womanly vir-

-
~.

tue illustrated in a passage written by an American in

1901, R
When a knock is heard on the door (the Southern
woman) shudders with nameless horror. _The black
brute is lurking in the dark, a monstrous beast,
crazed with lvst. His fury is demoniacal. A mad
bull- or a tig.r could scarcely be more brutal. A

-whole community is frenzied with horror, with e

blind and furious rage for vengeance, 27

Tﬂe Canadian belief in black criminality isvreflected in
the prison statistics. In 1911, blacks fotmeg only .23%
of the Canadian population, yet almost 3% of convicts
were black. 8 To these American stereotypés, Canadians

added their own bit of folk wisdom, that since American

9

blacks originated in equatbrial climes, they were unadapted

for survival in cold climateé.zg

‘&

Given these convictions, it is not surprising that

the average Canadian was not eager to have black neighbors.

But Canadians feared the immigration of blacks and other -

/
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non-white peoples for yet another reason, a firm conviction
that racfal conflict and violence would be an iﬁevitable
consequence., Canadians viewed the escalating racial prob-
lems of thé United States with combined feelings of horror
and moral s;periority.3o Slavery in. the racial degener-
ation and conflict which accompanied it was a southern
phénomenon, they claimed, inherently unnatural go northerq
climates, Nevertheless, Canadians were unwilling to test
their immunity to the 'American virus' of racial prejudice.
Given the presence of a substantial body of blacks, Cana-
dians did not trust themselves mnot to discriminate, to
become as racist as the Americagp society they deplored.31
The most logical means of forestalling this situation was
to stop it at its source, by preventing blacks from enter-
ing the cougtry.

The prospect of a multi-racial society inevitably
elicited demands for a racially restrictive immigration
policy. Few Canadianslbelieved that. assimilation, the
panacea for immigration from eastern and southern Europe
was possiblé or even desirable for the growing numbers of
non-white newcomers. Canadians believed that facial charac-
Vteristaps were permanent and immutable, the color barrier
alone.being enough to prevent the social assimilation of
Asian or black immigrants. And the idea of the biological
assimilation of these racial minorities through intermarriage

with the Caucasian population evoked reactions of horror.

It was commonly believed that intermarriage between such
Y :
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diverse racial types would produce a physically and ment-
ally inferior mongrel race.32 Most»Canadians agreed that
the only possible result of substantial non-white immigra-
tion would be fhe formation of a permanent alien presence
and inevitable racial conflict. Wilfrid Laurier himself

expressed this fear during his 1910 tour of western

Canada,

Nor should we allow too many Asiatics to enter.
Nature has apparently prohibited their ready as-
similation with us, and we see in the United States
what grave problems may arise from the presence of
a race unable to become full members of the same
social family._e_ls‘qurselves.33

Rather than cope with the demands of multi-racialism,
Canadians, even social reformers such as J.S.'WoodsWorth,
opted for the easy answer of racial homogeneity through

immigration restriction,:

Ultimately then, the question resolves itsélf
into the desirability of a white caste and a yel-
low, or black caste existing side by side, br above
and below, in the same country. We confess: that
the idea of a homogenous people seems in accord
with our democratic institutions and conducive to
the general welfare...The idealist may still dream
of a final state of development, when white and
black and red and yellow shall have ceased to exist, 3
or have become merged into some neutral grey. We ?
#

‘may love all men and yet prefer to maintain our own
family life.34 :

IT - Theory into Action: The Development and Administration

of Canadian Immigration Policy

The responsibility for interpreting Canada's immi-

gration needs and putting them into action fell jointly




upon the Minister of the Interior and the aivil servants -
of the Immigration Branch. Large-scale settlement of

western Canada coincided w%th the election of the Laurier
government in 1896 and the appointment of Clifford Sifton

as Minister of the Interior. Upon taking office, Sifton

devoted his energies to the daunting task of peopling the

west as quickly and as successfully as possible. To this

end he continued the policy of relativelynunréstrictedEuropean
immigration initiated by his Conservafive predecessors,
often resisting publia sentiment which called for a more
careful selection of immigrants. Prime Minister Laurter
also favored the "open door" approach to immigration. His
classical 'iberal philosophy made the idea of discrimin- /
-atdon repugnant. And on a practical level, he was fully//
aware of the enormous political power of thbse business
tycoons whose wealth was based on labour 1nteésive Indust-

~ries. ?? Iq 1896, entry to Canada was forbldden Ehdy to the

"-\
diseased, the criminal and those likely to become a™ public
charge. These conditions applied only to immigrants ar:

riving at ocean ports; those crossing the border from the

PRSI I

United States were unhindered.>? Sifton's only further
discrimination applicable to European immigfan;s was embodied
in the Alien Labour Act of 1897, intended to discourage the
admittance to Canada of labourers and other urban-bound
"immigrants.37 Determined that the desti&atidn of most im-
migrants wauld‘be the empty prairie and parkland of Manitoba

and the North-West Territories, Sifton was anxious to re-
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ceive only those with agricultural backgrounds. The

nationality, culture and language of the immigrants were

secondary considerations. The aim of Sifton's liberal

fmmigration policy is well illustrated by a statement made

in 1900 by James Smart, Deputy Minister of the Interior,
If a settler is one who has been engaged in agri-
cultural pursuits in the old land, is possessed of
his full faculties, steady, honest, sober and will-
ing to work whether he be rich or poor, Galician,
Austrian, Russian, Swede, Belgian or French, we be-
lieve it most desirable to encourage him to occupy
our land and to break up our soil and assist in

developing the resources of the country and in this
way enrich himself and Canada.38

The Immigration Branch, under Sifton's direction,
also made very generoﬁs provisions for the establishment
of ethnic and religious group sett?ements, sponsoring such
diverse groups as the Mormohs, Mennonites and Doukhobors.
The lattef two sects were granted a -number of special’priviF
leges; including exemption from miiitary service and the
riéht to hold their 1land comﬁunally.39

But while Sifton was willing to tolerate the peculi-
arities of Eurépean religious groups, he was reluctant to
admit large numbers of non-white immigrants. During his
period%in office, the government was under great ﬁreSSure
ffom British Columbia to introduce stronger restriction§
on Chinese immigration.. The 1885 Chinese Iﬁmigration Act,
6;nada's first racially‘discriminatory immigratién legis-
.lation, had imposed a $50 head tax on Chinese immigradté

and permitted ships to bring in only one Chinese per fifty

tons of ship’S’weight.Ao In 1900, Prime>Minister Laurier

[ L T T
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responded to the urgings of west coast residents by rais-
ing the head tax to $100 and appointing a Royal Commission
to investigape the problem of Chinese immigration.Al Act-
ing on the Commission's recommendations, the Government
raised the head tax to $500 in 1903 and entrenched it in

the new Chinese Immigration Act of 1904, exempting only

diplomats, merchants, sclentists, students and Canadian-

Born Chinese.42

The mammoth task of implementing the Laurier govern-
ment's immigration pdlicies fell to the Immigration Branch
which Sifton had organized and staffed with his political
allies and fellow westerners. The responsibilities of the
Immigration Branch' lay in two broad areas: attracting im-
migrants to Canada and éettling them successfuily. :Too
fulfillithe first df these obligations the.Branch conducted
an aggressive publicity.Campaign in Britain, Eurépe and the
United Stqtes. Trdditionally, immigration éctivities in

Britain were controlled by the High Commission. Finding this

arrangement unsatisfactory, the Immigration Branch estab-

lished its own office in London in -1903 and soon opened
branch offices throughout the country. As a result, immi—

gration from Britain rose rapidly from 11,800 in 1901 to

123,000 in 1911.%3

Recruiting 1mmigrants from continental Europe proved
more difflcult Most European nations were reluctamt to see
their citizens depart and Sseverely réstricted Canadian immi-

a

gration activities. ~The French government, for example,
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actively campaigned against emigration while Germany out-
lawed Canadian immigration agents and establishedhheaQy
license fees for ships carfying immigrants.44 Ne;ertheless,
the Immigration Branch emerged victorious as total European

immigration increased from 19,352 in 1901 to 58,000 in

1911.45

Much of the Immiggdtion Branch's success in atﬁracting
immigrants to western Canad; resulted from ch;nging iﬁter—
national pc itical and economic circumstances. The rabid
~pace of industrialization and urbanization in the United
Stétes and Europe produced sharp'increases in the price of
raw materiéls, particularly food. Concomitantly, a signi- / 

ficant decline in trans-Atlantic freighf’rateslkept the )
. Y
 pri§e of Canadian grain competitive on the world market.  /' ¥

K
£

.These advantageous circumstances coincided with the devgfop—
“,

' _ : /
ment of rapidly maturing strains of wheat, new dry-léﬁd
farming techniques and improved agricultural machiﬂéry;k

scientific advances which greatly increased thg/giain— v
s //’ "
producing potential of western.Canada.’ And Afinally, demo-

graphic pressufes in Europe and Britain aﬁa the imposition

of harsh restrictions on minority groiig/in the Austro-

Hhﬂgarian and Russian empires swellgd the numbers of poten-

tial immigrants. Given a choicg, most of these people /

would undoubtedly have chosen: settle in the United States.
But the dimisaishing availéb%’ity of American homestead lands ;

B ' «
made western Canada Seem a attractive alternative. Un- §
l . é

doubtedly, it was the foftunate coincidence of these

1
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external factors during the 1890s“and éarly 1900s which
virtuailyzguaranteed the success of the Immigration Branch's
campaign in Britain and Europe.46

The Immigration Branch was also very active in the

United States,'concentrating its efforts on attracting far-

mers from the prairiés and mid-west. Alrea. miliar with
the conditions of prairie agriculture and dr: farming
techniques, they were expected to be extremely wucce ssful

farmers and a good example for’sett;ers‘from Europ - 141
eastern Canadal- By tﬁe beginning of the century, ecc-or o
opportunities for Americén farmers were diminishing rapid.y.
As the éupply of free homestead land dwindled, land prices
skyrockeped.ﬁ In' North Dakota and South Dakota, for'examplé,

a, .
land values increased 321% and 377% respectively between

the years 1900—191'0.47 Farmers could no longer afford to
enlarge their Hold}ngs or purchase nearby farms for their
grown sons.,

The Immigpation Branch acted quickly to tu;n this
‘situation to Cénada's advantage. é; 1904, Canadian Govern-
ment Agents were established in éightéen offices across the
A&erican mid-west and plains. An extensive gdvertising
campaign was launched in the rural and agricuitural press,
reaching éver 4000 ?éwspapers by 1-902.1.8 The newspaper‘
advertisements which extolled, and often exaggerated, the
- fertility and favorable climate of the Canadlan West were

accompanied by a blizzard of’ pamphlets, the most famous

being 'The Last Best West'. Other publicity techniques

[FACOXY ¥ AR SR
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included exhibits of Canadian agricultural produce at county
fairs and special free tours of western Canada for newspaper
editors, groups of farmers and delegates of American ethnic
groups.[‘9 A final inducement to prospective American immi-
grants was the greatly reduced transportation rates offered
by the ;mmigration Branch in cooperation with the Canadian
Pacific Railway. Canadian Government Agents operating in

. the United States issued to intending settlefs 'Canadian
Land Seeker's Certificates' which, when presented to CPR
station agents, allowed the bearer to travel at the rate of
.01¢ per mile.so

Largely as a result of Immigration Branch activities,

immigration from the United States rose from 17,987 in 1901

to reach a peak of 121,451 in 1911.51 Most of these immi-

o SAERT e e E Ean

grants were American-born, but a substantial number were ' ;

Eurbpeans, Scandinavian or German for the most part, who had

settled only briefly in the United States.52 The impact of 4

ey

this heavy American immigration was greatest in Alberta én¢
Saskatchewan where Americans made 40% of the homestead
entries during the years between 1907 and 1915.53

Aside from their knéwledge of prairie agriculture,

RN X o A&» L

American immigrants were especially welcome because of ;hgi;
wealth. In 1909, the average American brought with him an
estimated $811 Qorth‘of cash, household good; and agri-
cultural equipment. By 1911 the figure had risen to $1539_54'

In contrast, European immigrants were much poorer, possess-

Y TN B PP RSOV CI S

ing in 1909, according to an estimate by J.S. Woodsworth,




amounts of capital ranging from $41.51 for Scots to a low
bf $9.94 for immigrants from Poland.‘55

The immense increases in immigration from Britain,
Europé, and the fnifed States during the firék decade of
the century are indicative of the tremendous success of the
publicity campaign conducted by Siftonfs efficiently organ-
ized Immigration Branch. In 1905, Sifton resigned from
the Cabinet following a dispute about education in Alberta
and Saskatchewan. His successor, Frank Oliver, was an

outspoken critic of unrestricted immigration. An Edmon-

W

toﬁian with a reputation as a political firebrand, Oliver
had béiieved as early-as the 1880s that immigration should'
be closely regulated, that only 'quality' immigrants from
Britain and the United States should be sought. Much of
Oliver's hostility in his pre-Ministerial days was directed
at the Eastern Europeans who were settling in the choice
parkland near Edmonton, |

<..there 4is nothing (the qgsterners) more earnestly
resent than the idea of settling up the country with
.Peoplle who will be a drag: on our civilization and

\ - progress. We did not g0 Qut to .that country simply
to produce wheat. We went, to.build up a nation, a
civilization, a social sysitem that we could enjoy,
be proud of and transmit t our children; and we re-
sent the idea of having the millstone of this Slav
population hung around our lnecks in our €f§orts to
build up, beautify and impr%ve the country and so
improve the whole of Canada -

156 T

Once in offiég; 01 rer im;?diately transformed his
opposition to Sifton's unrestrict¥d immigration pblic& into
legislation. In 1906 an entirely\revamped Immigration Act
was introduced. Principal clauses\of the Act dnlarged and
| =t

|
| i}
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more clearly defined.the types of igmigrants liable to
rejection and deportatien. Entry tg Cangda was forbidden
to the feeble—minded, epileptic or insane as well as to
those suffering from éontagious, infectious or 'loathsomé'
diseases,. Significantly, the Act did not define the term
?'loathsome' disease; presumably leaving it-to the dis-
cretion of the Minister or the immigration official at the
scene. Also-iﬁ:g prohibited plass of immigrants, unless
accompanying“S? j;iniqg family members, were the deaf and
dumﬁ, blind and infirm. Prostitutes or persons convicted
of crimes involYing moral‘thpitude were similarly banned
as we%e pauperé, vagrants, and those deemed likely to'becomé .
a public charge. ‘Moreover, the latter three conditions
became grounds not only for rejecgionrbpt also for subse-
quent deportation.57 “ .
It was not merely this lengthened list of proﬂibited
immigrants which made the 1906 Act truly restrictive. The
essence of the legislation was the unprecedented arbitrary
power it assigned to thé Minister of the Interior. e
Minister“was"a;thorized by section 30 of the‘Act to igsue
Orders in Council "to prohibit the landipmg in Canada of any
specified class of immigra;ts". Section}ZO empowered him
to impose minimum financial requirements for immigrants
"which amount may vary according ts the c;gss and destin-
~ation of such fmmigrant and otherwise acéordidé tqftfréum—
w58 ' ’

stances. These clauses allowed a new emphasis tb‘bg

placed on racial or ethnocultural restrictions. At will,




_the Miniéter could require cer;ain Broups to possess greater
than average amounts of money or could entirely ban them
from entering the country for an unspecified length of time.
For the most part, the restrictive measures 1in the
1906 Imﬁigration Act were aimed at curtailing undesirable
immigration from Europe. The sections related to the in-
spection. and medical examination of immigrants applied only
to thqse arriving at ocean ports. Immigrants who entered
Canada by frain were still unimpqded. In time, this became
a loophole for Europeans who, féariﬁg rejection by Canadian
immigration'officials, began'landing in the United Stat@s
as tourists and then crbssing the border into Canada. ‘To‘
halt this'traffic, Oliver institutgg a medical and character

¢ I

inspection of immigrants at American border crossing points
beginning in 1908.59 While originally aimed at Europeans,
these examinations would become the p%incipal means of
excluding blacks from Canada.

Although Oliver's péfsonal animosi;iésiwére directed
primarily at Easte;n‘EurOpeans,'he cgrtainly sympathized
with Canadiansiwhohwere intent on keeping Canada 'a> white
man's gountry', As Minister of the Interior, he introduced
a number‘of lmaginative measures aimed at limiting non-
white immigratioh. By the middle of the decade, the pres-
sure from British Columbia for the imposition of measurés
to stem the rising tide gf Japanese immigration had becom;

\
‘intense. Ottawa hesitated, fearing that the imposition "of

anti-Japanese legislation would violate the Anglo-Japanese

8
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treaty of 1894 and injure diplomatic and trade relations
between the mother country and Japan. Finally though, a
tactful solution was found. In 1908 a 'gentlemen's agree-

>
ment' was concluded with the government of Japan, limiting

the immigration of Japanese labourers to 150 per yea:.GO

In the same year, Mackenzie King was sent to the west
coast to investigate the troublesome problem of East Indian

immigration. He concluded that the native of India was by

ﬂature'unsuited to the rigorous Canadian climate:- L
. . |1

.their inability to readily adaﬁt themselves tow
surroundings entirely different could not do .other
than: entail an amount of privation and suffering
which render a discontinuance of such immigration
most desirable 1in the interests of the Indd,ans
themselves 61

But India, a fellow member of the British Empire, was another
hation which Ottawa was anxious not to offend. Conséquently{
an“oblique path was chosen to end the Indian influx. Sec~ -
tion 30 6f the 1906 Immigration Act was amended, allowing

the Minister of thae Iﬁteriory;o prohibit the lénding in
Canada "of any immigraﬁts‘who ave come‘gb Canada otherwiséA
than by continuous journe} from the country of‘which they"
ére natives or citizens an& upon thfough tickets purchased

0'16 2

in that coudtry. Since there existed no means by which

a continuous journey from India to Canada could be accom-

" i
plished; this amendment proved a simple and effective solu-

tion to the problem of Indian immigrqt{;h. It also,~by
happy coincidence, curtaiied_the movem@kﬁ of . Japamese to

. Canada via the Hawaiian Islands. But deedless. to ssay, the
. - N -

!
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/
'continuous journey' regulation;@id not hinder the arrival

of European-born immigrants fyom the United States,

Those few Indians and Asians who still managed to find

/

their way into Canada becane subject to yet another discrim-
inatory measure in Jungdi908. Oliver enacted an Order in
/

/
Council under Sectiopm’ 20 of the Immigration Act which re-
quired Asian immigrants to have $200 in their possession

6 ,
when they entered Canada. 3 This measure applied to all

Asians except those from countries with which Canada had

. Special arrangements or those to whom special statutes ad{

|
plied, *namely the Japanese and Chinese.
Immigration levels dropped abruptly with ithe imposi-
|

tion of each new sanction. The number of Chinese immigrants
4

had fallen from.a high of 5,245 i?,19b3 to a low:'of eight in

1§O4—05’after the $500 head tax came into effect.?4 The

"gentlemen's agreement" brought about a decline in Japanese

igmigration from 7,601 in 1908 to 271 in 1910, The amend-

ment to the Immigration Act in 1908 which required % contin-

‘uoustjbufney to Canada from the country of birth cauised the

number of East Indian iﬁmigrants to drop from 2,623‘in 1908
to six in 1909.65 .

Some‘of the measures directed against non-white immi-
grants were incorporated into Oliver's even more restrictive
Immigration Act of 1910. The new Act more specifically de-
fined the pfohiBited classes of immigrants and enlarged the

list to include immigrants to whom money had been given or

loaned by a charitable organization as well as persons who

33

BERRC Ea N

A L, R




TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Page 34 of "Alberta's Black Settlers:
A Study of Canadian Immigration Policy
and Practise" by Judith Hill is not

missing, but has been misnumbered.
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advocated the overthrow of lawful authority. For the
first time, race was specifically noted as a classifica-
tion factor for immigration to Canada. Section 37 of the
Act specifigd that the amount of.money immi%rants or tour-
ists were required to possess, '"may vary according to the
race, occupation or destination of such imﬁigrant and tour-
ist, and otherwise accord}ng to the circumstances." Sec-
tion 38(c) allowed the Minister to prohibit

for a stated period or pérmanently, tﬁé landing

in Canada, or the landing at any specified port

of entry in Canada, of immigrants belonging to

any race deemed unsuited to the climate or require-

-ments of Canada, or immigrants of any specified
class, occupation or character.66

These clauses gave the Minister of the Interior and Immi-
gration Branch officials an extreme degree of latitude with
which to make decisions regarding the desirability_of dif-
ferent types of immigrants. The Minister was quite free,
if he chose, to reject an immigrant arbitrarily solely on
the basis of his race, colour or nationality,
The primary object of the 1910 Act, as explained by

Frank Oliver, was to prevent undesirable immigrants from
crossing into Canada from the United States.

When the Act of 1906 was introduced, it was

framed with a view of dealing with immigrants from

overseas. Although it applied to immigrants from

across the line, it was especially framed to meet

other conditions. Now it has become necessary to

make similar provision for the exclusion of un-

desirables along the ... frontier between Canada
and the United Stétes.67

The major target of the Act was undoubtedly those unsavory

Europeans who persisted in slipping across the border into
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Canada. But it is quite possible that some of the restric-
tive clauses of the legislation, particularly those which
refer to race and suitability to the Canadian climate, were
drafted in response to the prospect of increased interest
in western Canada on the part of American blacks.

Much of the restrictive legislation introduced by
Oliver was a product of his own prejudices and his personal
interpre;ation of Canada's immigration needs. But he was
undoubtedly influenced by the significant pressure being<
exerted by a number of disparate organizatiqns and elements
of society. The Conservative Party frequently accused the
government of spoﬁsoring 'quantity rather than quality'’
immigration. The 1908 Conservative platform called for a
rigid inspection of immigrants, strict naturalization and
franchise requirements, and careful selection of "the very
best class of settlers froﬁ the British Islands, from the
United States and from chosen and selected races 6} b;gtin—
ental Europe."68 During the federal election of that féar,
Conservative candidates in British Columbia and southern
Alberta appealed to the labour vote by'campaigning\pnder a

'White Canada' banher.69 This stance was likely approved

by labour 5;ganizations, such as the Trades and Labour

Congress, which feared the economic competigion of immi-

grants, particularly Orientals. Numerous p;triotic associ-
. .

ations and Protestant religious groups also pressured the

government to bring in stricter legislation as did French

Canadian nationalists who objected to all non—French.

immigration.70

36
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Of courée, public sentiment itself was a major decid-
ing factor. Most of the restraints placed on Oriental {immi-
gration were a direct result of the agitation and demands
of British Columbians. AndAelsewhere in the west, indeed
throughout all of Canada, the tide of public opinion was
running strongly in favor of a more selective immigration
policy. Most Canadians would doubtless have enthusiastically
applauded Frank Oliver when he told Parliament that the 1910
Immiération Act gave Canada "a policy of restrictive and
selective immigration probably ﬁore drastic than that imposed

by any other country in the world."71 o

Ny
e

Olivér's boasting aside, Canada had formidable com-

~
2

petition for thi; dubious distinction. Concern over the
quality oﬁ immigration, particularly the rising numbers of
Asian immigrants,\characterized all the major immigrang-
receiving nations during this period. Antagonism against
the Chinese had developed‘early in the gold fields of Aus-
tralia and New Zealand for much the same reasons as in Cana-

da: economic competition and fears that the exotic Orientals

e A I Rl b R S I T 2 e

could  not be assimilated. By 1890, both countries had vir-

tually prohibited Chinese immigration and had introduced

T g

numerous discriminatory laws related to naturalization,

employment, landholding and voting.72

[N

In response to a later East Indian influx, Australia

implemented an education test which, although théoretically

il TGt L A BB p - teh s sl

applied to all immigrants was actually administered only to

Asians. Thus, Australia was able to exclude all but two or
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three Asian immigrants each year. Finally {n 1905; Aus-
tralia introduced an Tmmigratic Restriction Act which _

prevented the wives . d Pl of A-"»n immigrants from

entering the country.73

Restrictive immigration was popular also in the United
States., Iﬁ 1875,.tﬁé immigraﬁion of convicts, érostitutes
and Orientals wés restricted and citizenship was reservéd
for whites and those of African descent. Additional legis~

lation to restrict the Chinese was passed in 1882, 1893,

1898 and 1902. Finally in 1904, the immigration of Chinese

labourers was suspended indefinitely.74 In response to

rising Japanese immigration, the American government took
the same action as Canada, entering a 'gentlemen's agree-

ment' with Japan which restricted the number of Japanese

entering the United States.75

Thus by the end of the first decade of the century, 3
the United States, Austtalia, New Zealand and Canada had

almost closed the door on non-white immigration. Never

) -
was there a less propitious time for large numbers of

blacks to contemplate,cbming to Canada.

\\
/
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CHAPTER 3: Blacks in the American South, 1880-1910:

A Tradition olf Migration

|
|

Ironically, just as Canadian agarm over undesirable
immigration reached its peak! black %mericans were becoming
increasingly interested in the ;ékghggn dominion. During
the decades following the Civil War, Ehe social,necbhomic
and politicai position of blacks in tgk southern United
States deteriorated alarmingly. At fiﬁst, during the ten
year peripd of reconstruction, black A&Fricqns had antici-
pated a bright future. 1In the shattere& soci®l structure
of the south, relations between the newﬂy emancipqéed slaves
and their former masters were undefined. i It was not yet
ciear what p081tion blacks would oceupy Qn the new order,
and for a time they enJoyed an unprecedented equality
Taking advantage of their new political péwer, blacks voted
in large numbers, served as judges andbﬁurbrs and were e-

. |
lected to state legislatures.1 However, eeonomic and social
progress proved more elusive. Blacks were&held back both

\

by the sluggish post-war economy and the un%illlngness of
whites to accept them as social equals, It was not long be-
fore many southern whites began to demand.tﬁe removal of
blacks from politics, fearful that<tgey would use the vote
as a means of bettering their position in society. The
agitation for disfranchisementwbegan first iﬁithose local-

ities where blacks outnumbered whites. From Fhere it rapid-

ly spread throughout the south, bringing an a&rupt end to
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th% initial period of political equality. In 1890, Missis~-
sippl became the first state to deny blacks the right to
vote. Other states soon followed suit;‘South Carolina in
1895, Léuisiana in 1898, Alabama and Virginia in 1901 and
Georgia 1in 1908.2 Disfranchisement was easily accdmplished
by means of aﬁga@endment to the state constitution or the
imposition of ;:opgrty or literacy qualifications. As well,
each southerﬂ state imposed a pall tax as a further means

of -reducing the number of éligible black voters. The dis-
franchisement campaign proved very effective. Mississippi
su eded in.reducing its black voters from 250,000 to less
than 77,000. In Louisiana, the drop-off was even more
dramatic. There were 130,344 black voters registered in
the 1896 national election and only 5,326 in 1900».3 In a:
’few short years, southern blacks found themselves politi-;

'
'
1

cally helpless, unable to Qote, stand for election or serv¢
. |

I}

on juries.” Even their old friend, the Republican Party \
which had emancipated them, showed no interest in their \

plight. ) \

Economic factors hastened the rapid dgcline‘of the
black in southern society. The agriculturally based south-
€rn economy was almost completelx dependent on éﬁe crop:
cotton. Dufing the post-war years, cotton pricés plummetted

from .30¢ a pound in 1866 to .06¢ in 1893.4 Southern blacks,

sharecroppers and tenant farmers for the most part, were
hard hit by thisﬁlengthy égficultural depressiogé,/ﬁy/fﬁg////////
B Vﬂ{»/ .

N

1880s, white farmers weri/iiig/sbfuggiing. Although pre-
_ : :

-
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;iously better off than the blacks, they were reduced to
the subsistence level and“forced into economic competition
‘with blacks on equal terms. Seething with 1ﬁdignatidn& the
south sought a.scapegoat. Inevitably, many whites ventéd
their frustration through ruthless mob violence, directed:
primarily'ét'helpless biaéks. Beatings and lynchings be;
came common occufrencesﬂ’ During 1900, the worst year for

lynchings, 106 blacks died at the hands of white mobs‘§

/\ ,
- / .
The campaigns of terrorism Qﬁd political disfranchise-

‘f ment were counfenanced by most southern whites. During the
1890s, blacks were further humiliated by the introduction
.

of a series of segregatidn laws which severely restricted
their social and eéonomic,opportunities. Louisiana was
the first to implement segregation. The state légfslature
in 1890 *wtré%uced“a law for "separate but equal" racial
accommodation én public transportation. This méas;re was
declared valid by the United States Supreme Court %n 1896
in the first of a series of decisions~which paved tﬂe way
for seg;egation.6 More "Jim Crow" laws quickly folloved,

/
each aimed at puShing the black further down. By 1900,
- ] .

segregation was the rule across the south in streetcar§,

“trains, housing, ho ;—dand restaurants. Certain states
N " : ) )
_ﬂﬂiiigffgg; ated steamboats, jails, hospitals, mental in-
stitutions, orphangges, factory ‘workrooms, theatres, public

parks,"libraries, churches, toilets and drinking founféins.
v ’ . K"’i i"

THe reluctance of whites to mix with blacks often reached

&

ridiculous proportions. For example, in Chicago 1in 1912,
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four white murderers, sentenced to be |h

time as a black murderer, demanded segr

"separate but equ
B N L4
gation were a notorious farce.

The purportedly

Almost

facilitles reserved for blacks were of

The education system provides
[ 4

Black schools were invariably dilapidat

L

crowded one room buildings staffed by ¢t

quality.

poorly educated and miserably underpai@.

were characteristic of all public insti
system was particularly well known for

against black offenders. Blacks would

for little cause. When taken to court

up for outrageously long terms for the

offenses.

the myriad infor
8

i

customs of the south were just as odiou

For most blacks,

anged at the same
egated 3caffolds.8

al" terms of segre-

without exception,
vastly inferior
. ",
a good example.

ed, dirty, over-

eachen§ who wer;
Such inequities
tutions. ~ Tbn legal
its discrimination
often be nrrested
they were iocked

?

most trivial of

mal restrictive

s as the segregation

laws themselves. A biack was pérmitte#
home only by the back door.
respectfully aerr. or Mrs., did not e#
games with them; and on encountering a

L 4 ¢
removed his hat and stepped off
10

street,
him pass.

| During the years between 1880 and
blacks reached the nadir of degradation
ly did a day pass without bringing fres

&

terrifying evidence of their 1nferior P

to enter a white

He alwayssaddressed white people

gage in sports or

;whiQe man on the

the pavement to 1let
1910 southern
and despair. Rare—

h humiliating or

ositlon in society
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Undoubtedly most southern blacks would have applauded Bishop

Henry Turner of the African Methodist Episcopal Church‘when,

in liéht of the "lynchings, murders, and outrages perpetr;t—

ed upon our people and the absolute powerlessness of the ‘;
President of the United States and the powerlessness of the

civil and federal laws", he condemned the United Statex as

11
"the worst, the meanest country on the face of the earth".

Throughout the south, blacks adopted a variety of res-
ponses tb their situation. Most resolved to accept the hard-
ships of their inferior status. This attitude was encour-

aged by the emerging black leader, Booker T. Washington,

who urged his people to work hard, become wealthy and there-
by gain the respect of white society.12 Other blacks, less
patient‘dr less desirous of winning white applause, déveloped
a‘éense of black nationalism an; a desire to take more radi-
cal measures to better their condition.

The new spirit of black nationalism toqk a variety of
forms. The most pessimistic of the nationalist leaders had
lost faith completely in American institutions and advocated
emigfation as &he only possibie solution. As early as the
1870s American blacks had shown interest in emigration to
Liberia and Sierra Leone, the black "natural homeland". Un-
fortunately, African emigration was a fruétrating, costly and
hazardous undertaking. Consequently, the efforts ofrmost
Africa promoters met w?th failure, or at best, only part%:l
success. Neverthele:s, by 1910, well over 1,000 American.”

blacks had settled in Liberia alone.13
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For the most part, emigration to Africa appealed to

. ~N
poorer blacks. Those with means were largely opposed to
the movement. To attract these more cautious individuals,

bléck leaAers ana emigration promoters developed a number
of less ambitious emigration schemes. Favored destinations
included the Caribbean, Canada, Mexico and Brazil. One
promoter led sevéral thousand blacks into Mexico 11{-1895.14
The files of Clifford Sifton's Immigration Branch disclose ~F
other evidence 6£7the éffort; of emigrationists. For ex-
ample, 1in 1901;«Barnéy McKay of the Afro-American Literary
Bureau offered toiproQide Canada with 5,000 black males, ail
"thrifty, hardy agricul%uralis;s" who will "build up the
waste places in Canada and make the barren fields and primi-
wtive forests blossom like the rose".15 A year later, an
Atlanta watchmaker informed Sifton that,
a plah is being inaugurated to induce the best
element of the Negroes of Georgia to emigrate to
Canada and take up homesteads....The plan contem-
plated is to get a sufficient number to emigrate
to organize a colony and it is estimated that

company of 1000 of the most industrious negro

can be enlisted.16

“ome writers unwittingly revealed an almost humorous lack
knowledye of Canadian conditions. One Pennsyivanian
olack, for example, proposed establishing one hundred black

families onnrthe shores of Hudson Bay where they would be

close to the '"great commercial centres of the Maritime

provir;ces".17 Nothing resulted “from these grandiose schemes,

nor indeed from most of the other efforts to settle black

Americans_ abroad. Financial resources were too limited,
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distances and organizational problems too great and the
Canadian government and thte southerners too uncooperative.
However unsuccessful their efforts, the blandishments of
emigration promoters at least caught the imagination of
southern blacks.‘ Cbnsequently, increasing numbers of blacks
decided to bull up stakes and leave the south in search of
new opportunities within their own country. Between 1890
and 1910, close to 200,000 blacks migrated to tRe industrial
cities of the north.18 Many thousands more opted for the
prairie grasslands of the newly opened south-westérn states
of Kansas, Arkansas, Texas and Oklahoma. While some mi-
grants hoped to exchange sharecropping for farm ownership

or lucrative 2mployment, mostﬁwere simply fleeing the in-

creasing racism and violence of the south. Since white

southerners resented losing their labour force, the violence

R U e per

often pursued them even as they prepared to leave their .
homes.
o . o Fﬁ
Gy Kansas was the first south-western state to attract k
hs /]
4
the attention of blacks. Beginning in 1878, a number of %
. Ll
$
large groups of blacks fronm Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas : - 45
v .

and Tennessee arrived in Kansas, increasing the black popu- s
:
i

lation of the state fron 16,250 in 1870 to 43,110 in 1880.20
The Kansas migration has significance for this thesis
because it served as a prototypg. ’One of iFs most striking
aspects was its organizatioé; Although occasionally enthusi- l’ g
asm triumphed over cbmmon.sense, on the whole the movement:

. 1

was effectively directed by its black secular leaders. , ¥
. 3

™, P
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Emigration clubs were formed and carefully investigated
economic and social conditions 1in Kansas. Letters were
written to the Governor and meetings were held to debate
the pros and cons of migration. The unity and sense of
purpose which the blacks displayed before and during the
migration was carefully maintained Wfter their arrival in
‘Kansas. Seven all-black towns &e;e established on the
Kansas prairie, each a well—orgaﬁized,‘§elf—sufficent

21
community.

For many of the black settle;sw the migration to Kansas
took--on a strong millenarian flavour. The religious beliefs
of American blacks during the late nineteenth century em-
phasized 1living out the Bible.‘ Hence, many saw themselves
not as migfants but as refugees fleeing oppression and bond-
age. Kansés was often referred to as the "Promised Land".
It has béen syggested that this reverence for the state
resulted in part from the bloody conflict of the 18503 which
made Kansas a free state. A black LlLyuisiarian wrote the
Govérnor of Kansas,

I am anxious to reachiyour state, not because of
the great race now made for it but because of the

sacredness of her soil washed by the blood of
humanitarians for the cause of freedom..22

The millénarian aspects of the movement to Kansas did not
. ¥y

seem to characterize other migrations to such an extent.
Névertheless, it is interesting to speculate whether a de-
gree of such reverence underlay the later migration to Canada,

widely known as the destination of the underground railway

and the home of British justice.
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During the 1890s, another massive migration of blacks
took place. This time, ehe destination was anotbdr south-
western state: Oklahoma. The story of ehis movement, and
of the development of Oklahoma itself, is rather comblex
but essential to this thesis.

As the 1890s commenced, the state of Oklahoma had not
yet been formed. The eastern portion was occupied by the
Indian Territory, th‘)home since 1825 of the Five Civilized
Tribes: the Creeks, Cherokees, Chocktaws, Seminoles and
Chickasaws. To the west lay the largely uninhabited Okla-
homa Territory. As the 1880s drew to a close, the American

west was entering the last stage of homestead settlement.

Even the dry prairie states of Kansas and Texas which bor-

dered on Oklahoma, were rapidly filling as newcomers flooded

in from the east. In response to this pressure, the American %
government decided in 1889 to open the Oklahoma Territor& %l
to homestead settlement. White and black Americans weree ) %
equally attracted by the prospect of settlement in Oklahome, §
In the south, Black leaders had visions of another Kansas- ¥ \ §
style migration. They'extolled the advantages.of Oklahoma \ §
settlement to their people, g §

There never was a more favorable time than now ! ;

for you to secure good homes in a land where you

will be free and your rights respected. Oklahoma
is now open for settlement. The soil is rich, the
climate favorable, water abundant and there is plenty :
of timber. Make "a.new start. Give yourselves and’ ;
your children new chances in a new land where you i
will be able to think and vote as you please 23 ' :

To beleaguered blacks across the south, this was an exciting

prospect. They responded with enthusiasm. "Oklahoma Clubs"
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sprang up in towns and cities across the south. In 1890
alone, over 7,000 blacks entered the Oklahoma Territory.z4
"Oklahoma Fever" among southern blacks was to last
for almostvtwo decades. Much of the enthusiasm resulted
from the efforts‘of one man, Edward P, McCabe, a black poli-
tician from Kansas. McCabe was an unusual character, ;
visiohary with the energy and organizational ability to
give substance to his dreams. McCabe envisioned Oklahoma
“as an all-black state. He hoéed to achieve this goal by
encouraging a massive migration which would establish a
voting majority of blacks in each electoral district. Thus,
blacks would achieve political\dominance and the opportunityrh\
to establish a safe refuge for themselves within the United
States. Of course, McCabe's motives were not eﬁtirely al-
;ruistic. He had ambitions of becoming the black state's
first governor.

Unfortunately for McCabe, the tide of white settlement

-

7

could not be stemmed; blacks would never >h<? more than a

large minority of Oklahoma's population. Yet McCabe's work
had some lasting results. He was a former ;égident of the

all-black Kansas town of Nicodemus, and was responsible for

e S g g i

the establishmént of many similar communities in Oklahoma.
McCabe's first black Oklahoma town was Langston City,
founded in 1890 some twelve miles north-east of Guthrie.

Langston prospered from its inception, largely because of

N

the hard work and cooperative spirit of its first residents.

iy

During the difficult first year of settlement, an eighty

LSS
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acre cooperative garden was planted to feed the inhabitants.
N :
But only a year later, Lang@ton's 600 residents and the sur-

rounding hinterland were served by six retail groceries, one
wholesale grocery, two liquor stores, two blacksmiths, a
feeastore'énd two barber shops. By 1893, a public school
and a high school had been established as well as three

éhurches.26

'

Undoubtedly, Langston's most influential institution

was its newspaper, the Langston (City Herald. McCabe used
the Herald to carry the Oklahoma message to blacks across s

the south. He did not mince words when exhortiﬁg his people

to move west, ‘ ;
What will you be if you stayiin the so. . ? Slaves,
liable to be killed at any time, and ne .r treated
right; but if you come to Oklahoma you will have
equal chances with the white man.27

Yet not all blacks were welcome. McCabe was anxious to
attract only the industrious and prosperous to Oklahoma,

The facts are that we do not invite any to come

here who have not sufficient means to bring them-
selves until such time as they can raise a crop...
We think it is a mistake for any but self-supporting
people to come here.28

To ensure that this elite group of blacks were well-prepared,

Q.

each issue of the Herald contained extensive information

about Oklahoma, including copies of the homesteading regu-

lations.

The impact of the Herald's message is readily seen in

the rapid growth of Oklahoma's black population. Between

1890 and 1910, the black population of Oklahoma multiplied




sevenfold, reaching a total of 138,000.29 At least twenty-
five all-black towns dotted the Oklahoma prairie. One of
them, the town of Clearview, is known to have become the
source of a large migration to Alberta.

Not. all of McCabe's towns were located in the Oklahoma
Territory. As that territory rapidly filled up, black and
white settlers began to overflow inEo the adjoining Indian
Territory. Members of thexFive Civ&lized Tribes watched as
the unwelcome intruders took over large sections of their
tribal lands. Exasperated by the tribal government which
ruled thg/indién terri;ory, the white interlopers sooﬁ’peti—
tioned'tﬁe federal government to seize comtrol of the terri-
tory and open its lands to homestead settleﬁent.' InAresponse,
a coﬁmission was apﬁbinted to negotiate tﬁe extinguishing of
the national title of the Five Civilized Tribes and to allot
the tribal lands to individual Indians; By 1900, the govern-
ment had reached agreem:nt with all the tfibes. Since th;‘
Five Civilized Tribes had formerly owned slaves, %mong the

\

300,000 claimants to tribal lands were 23,40@ blacks. The"
amount of land distributed to this’indigenous black popu-
lation éf“Oklahoma differed according to tribe. The Creeks
allotted 160 acres to eachsIndian and black citizen. The
Cherokee tribe granted Indians and blacks 110 acres each
while the Chocktaws allotted 320 acres to each Indian and
only forty acres to each black;30

It is quite possible thaz the allotment of deian lands

brought yet another influx of blacks into the Indian Terri-

ARG B it s
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tory. Althqygh most members of the tribes had been removed
to Oklahoma P%’lBZS, some remained behind on their original
tribaI/lands in Tennessee and North Carolina and to a lesser
extent, in Geargia, Alabama and Mississipéi. Living among
these Indians were large numbers of blacks, formerly their
slaves. Upon hearing of the distribution of Indian lands

in Oklahoma, many of these blacks, especially those with
Indian blood, may have moved into Oklahoma, hoping to share
iﬁ the‘allotment.31 /

By the turn of the century, Oklahoma had a substantial
black population. Most had Hoped to find in the territories
a refuge from the racism of the o0ld south. For a time they
were successful. Life in Oklahoma, though pervaded with a

"Wild West" style of violence, was éertainly more tolerant.
But it was not to remain so for long. Both the white and
Indian‘popplations of the territories were opposed to ex-
tensive settlement by blacks. As the stream of black migrants
threa;ened to become a flood, their tolerance wore thin.
Ironically, trouble erupted first Becween'the blacks
and the Indians. Relationé between the tribes and their
former slaves had been deteriorating for a long time. The
Indians believed that the Civil War was the cause of most of °
their social and ecogomic problems. Because one chief had
supported the Confederacy, the tribes were treated harshly by
the victorious federal government. Angered b& this injustice,
the Ihdians tended to place ;he blame-on the blacks, over

whom the war had been fought. And as more and more southern
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blacks intruded onto tribal- lands the Indians' resentment
grew. The Chocktaws, located in the south-east corner of
the Indian Territory, were the first to take action. In

1891, the Lexington Leader reported the ejection of blacks

from Chocktaw lands: "The Chocktaws are driving the Negroes
out of that Nation. Anyone employing a coloured servant is
n32

subjected to a $50 fine. Oklahoma's white population .

o~

showed equal determination to force blacks out of the té{ri-

tories. In 1891, there were even disturﬁances in all-black

Langston City.33

These racial problems were not yet serious, at least
not compared to what ﬁhe blacks had known in other states.
Yet many blacks became so alarmed that they made‘plans to \d
leave the United States entirely. During the 18905, Okla-

homa gave rise to a number of African emigration movements
/

/

i .
which attracted national attention. In 1897, Samuel Chapman

of Muldrow in the Indian Terri;ory attempted unsuccessfully ?k$“
to purchase a ship with'bﬁack money, fill it with emigrants

and send it to Libéria. Two years later, 104 blacks from
Kingfisher County, Oklahoma Territory, hired a train and set

out to New York to board a ship for Africa. Instead, they

ended up in New Jersey, somewhat short of their original

goal.34

For those blacks who remained in Oklahoma and for the
thousands more'still trooping into the state, the situation

slowly deteriorated. Excerpts from Oklahoma newspapers of

the period provide ready evidence of the growing oppbsition



to black settlement, :
|
"Major H.C. Miller has issued a proclamation to
the citizens of Sapulpa stating that if thﬁy are
determined to rid the town of Negro popula ion,
let them do so in a peaceable, law-abiding/manner."
g Chieftain, August 29, 1901. o

|
to the Negroes to vacate the community

" X The Beaver Jourhal, November 29

|

A ‘ . !
>rb and §He white man wounded in an effort
of a numb®r of whites to run negroes out of] Claremore.
The white man was wounded fatally." - The Cherokee

Messenger, August, 1905.35 |

Neverthgless, blacks were still better off in Oklahoma
than in the old south. As a territory, Oklahoma was undér
the direct administrative control of the federal government.
‘Oklahomans ‘were péwerless to transform their racial pre-
judices into segregation or disfranchisement legislation.
Blacks, tﬂough increasingly harassed, were stil# free to'
vote, to serve as jurors, and t§ travel, live and dine where-
ever they pleased. Moreover, their economic oprortunities
were almost unlimited. An industrioué Oklahoma| black might

i

easily become an independent farmer or small bukinessman or

. v . 3
enter the professions.

*

v ‘
But with thé coming of statehood to Oklahoma all this

was to change. In 1907, the Oklahoma Territory and the

Indian Territory were united to form the nation's forty-

sixth state. Almost, immediately, the new governor introduced

laws of segregation, commencing with streetcars and rapidly

exténding to include all forms of public transportation and

37

accommodation, even teléphone booths. In 1910, a special

57



session of the Oklahoma legislature was convened with the
object of disfradchising black voters. A so-called "Grand-
father clause" was adaed to the Oklahoma constitution which
disallowed the voting of illiterates except those who were
descendants of persons eligible to vote before January 1,
1866. The clear intention was to ensure the VOging eligi-
bilicy of illiterate whites while disfranchising illiterate
blacks. 8 |

Segregated and largely disfranchised, Oklahoma blacks
found themselves reliving their previous experience in the
0old South. Most of them must ﬁave wondered why. Oklahoma
whites could not use Lhe traditional southern argument that
political and economic pressures drove them to discriginate.
The black population was nei;her large enough nor concen-
trated enough to constitute a political threat. And since
Oklahoma's agriculture and oil-based economy was booming,
economic competition between white and black labour was un<
likely to become a problem. Oklahoma had opportunities
enough for everyone. The inevitable conclusion is that
racism was the sole motive for the segregation and dis-:
franchisement of Oklahoma blacks.

In times of trouble, emigration inevitably became a
popular topic of discussion among American blacks. In 1910
the disillusioned and embitteréd black Oklahomans were prime
candidates for emigrafion. Most of them were néwcomers to

the state, unencumbered by ties of sentiment. Moreover,

nationalist feeling wgé strong among Oklahoma blacks, as

4

'
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evidenced by the establishment of separate communities and
the unsuccessful attempt to form'a black state. Although
they had failed in Oklahoma, the dream of a black homeland
lived on. As might be expected, Oklahoma became a promising
field of activity for African emigration promoters. At least
one emigration scheme even enjoyed a degree of success. In
1913, sixty Oklahomans set sail.for Africa, accompanied by
Chief Alfred C. Saﬁ of the Gold Coast Colony. Huyndreds of
other would-be emigrahts were left behind.39

But distant nd'exoéic Africa held little appeal for
most Oklahoma blaﬁks;: Although anxious to leave the United
States, they yearned for a closga, more familiar destination.
Canada was fhe obvious choice., As mentibned earlier, there
had already been several unsucqaasful attempts to promote

migration to Canada. Black pugiications, such as the Buf-

falo based Gazetteer and Guide«had long extolled the merits

of Canada

No better opportunity affords itself to the
agricultural Negro than in western Canada. And _
more especially those who live in the Southland _
and have a little capital. The one salvation of -
the Negro is to migrate to a section where he can
be a component part of building up an undeveloped
country under favorable conditions... With a good
strong arm a man can go to this section of Canada
and in two years he can make enough money to send
for h;gﬁgﬁmily...do

IR %5

Even the Governor of Illinois, addressinéva black audience
in Chicago in 1909, had advised young blacks to seriously
consider homesteading in western Canada.['1 Moreover, the

mythology which presented Canada dsithe fugitive's haven
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was still very strong. éﬁekblecks-ﬁeld‘desperately to a’
naive belief that they would be heartily welcohed'by the
northern Dominioen.: Itonicaily: this belief was heightened
by the activities of the Canadian Immigration Branch in
Oklahoma.

Most American blacks, centred in the south or in urban
areas, were geographicelly removed from the activities of
the Immigration Branch. Even Oklahoma was ngt considered
a.fruitful field for immigration work. The nearest Cana- ,
dian Government Agent was stationed in Kansas City. But
nonetheless,%0klah6ma was 1included in thc extensive.immi-‘
gration ptomotipn campaign of newspaper edvertisements and
pamphlet distributfon. Naturally, although no mention was
made of race, .the Immigration Branch wished to attract cnly
vwhige Oklahomwans. But blacks'could not be prevented from
’ ; reading the advertisements and assuming thet the invitation

was extended to them as well. In 1909, a series of adver- -

tisements was,placed in.the Wellston News. In an interest-
ing, juxtaposition, two contrasting articles-appeared side

by side in the May 7 edition The first,qheadlined ‘iynchers
not Indictedu concerned the'ﬁnand Jury's failure to indi.rt
those responsible for the l"c ing~of fQur blacks at Ada,
Oklahoma. The second article, entitled 'ﬁcliar Wheat has
Come to Stay', extolled the wheat growing potential of the
Canadian west and predicted that the priigof wheat would

-nevergpink below $1.00 per bushel The a ;icle ended by

noting that millions of acres of free land were still avail-

[ 4
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t .
able.42 Whether or not they were influenced by these, arti-

cles,.it is interesting thad Wellston was cl%se to the black
community of ChandlerL the home of several of the first
blacks to settle in Amber Valley. Qné of these was Jetferson
Davis Edwards,, the'future patriarch of the community.

The black Oklahomanq who were tolemigrate to Alberta
and establish the‘Amber Villey settlement were a dive;s(

group. Although few sources of information concernin¥ them

are available, interviews?w h.Liwir descendants and study

of the Homestead Records nakﬂ it %ossible to determine at l
least some of their characterist‘cs. Most of ’hem lived in -
the central ané eastern parts of Oklahoma, the former Indian
territory. However, they could not have been the orig&mal

Creek blacks written about by the historian Harold Troper,b

those former slaveg of the Indians who shared in the distri-

bution of tribal landSQQB Because the Indians and their

former slaves had been settled in Oklahoma since 1825, it

/is 1ogical to assume that almost all of the blacks who claim-

ed tribal membership had been bomp in Oklahoma In contrast

the vast majority of the Alberta- boung(blacks were - relative—

‘ly recent arrivals in the state. Of the -ninety- five original

T

Amber Valley homesteaders studied, seventy two had been born

elsewhere in the south, most in Texas, Alabama, Tennessee

'and Arkansas. Conaequently, they could not have belonged

to Oklahoma's indigenous black population. Instead,ﬁthey
had likely moved into‘Oklahoma during the massive migrations

of southern blacks sponsored by Edward McCabe and others.
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This view 1is strengthened by statements from the descend-
ants of the Amber Valley settlers that rhei_. families ar- s
rived in Oklahoma bétween 1903 end 1909.

More%ver,‘ic 1 unlikely thnf even the twenty-two

D

Amber Valley ‘homesteaders who had been born in Oklahoma
: were p‘?t of the ®reek slave population. Thirteen of them
, were under the age of twenty five when they filed on their
Albqrta homesteads in 1910 or 1911. Therefore, they had
4been_born when the mig;etions into Oklahoma were beginning
“and could éuite easily have been‘the Oklahoma-born children

of migrating families.
»

Nevertheless, it is possible that some of the future
: immigrants were connected with the Five Civilizad Tribes.

‘Some .of the Am " Valley settlers were of partly Indian des-

{
cent, most commonly Cherokee. They may have originally be-

Y

longed with those remnants of the tribes who lived outside

.Oklahoma. They had likely jogrneyed to Oklahomaket the time

i
of the allotment of the tribax lands, noplng to establish

a claim.aa-

The va§é:majority of the Albefta—bound blacks were
independent fefﬁers. Beeause there werd no racial impedi-
“ments to .homesteading in Oklahoma most blacksAowned their
farms. By 1910, these farms were very valuable. "~ Sold to

railroads or wﬁite settlers, they would bring their ownérs: -

v

$40 orj; $50 peraﬁcre.45 - Some Oklahoma blacks had also branEh-

«,

ed into more @E%italistlc undertakings. One family1 although .

only recently arrived from Tennessee, owned a cotton mill

", 5 v



63

and a small hotel. " ‘he general prosperity of the‘ijghoma

blacks would be r apparent in the quantities’gf'.buse—
hold goods, agricultural equipment and cash which t ey
brought with them to Alberta.

Oncé interest in Canada had been awakened, the intend- “é;»

ing immigrants largely duplicated the methods of planning

and organization utilized during the black migrations to Kan-

sas and Oklahoma. Meetings were held to debate the merits
of the move. Letters were written to Canadian lmmig¥ation )
(H =

authoritie® requesting information about homestead reguli—

§

» r s

tions, possible places for settlement and racial relatipns
. ‘ 5

in Canada. One such letter, written by Rev. Will Hunt of

Weweka, Okla., outlined poignantly the reasons for black
. ”
interest in Canada, R

. You ask me what is my intention of odng to Canada?
Well, I will tell you the truth. The Firsf®. I am
deprived of life (and) liberty..{ ,Second. Our women
is not treated well at all. Third. We have no schools
that is any count. Forth. I am tyird raising cotton
and the other man get it all and I get nothing. Fifcth.
I want to change government. I am tyird of this one.
Six. I like your law better. They are good. Seven.
(illegible) Eight. T want to live 1in peace if 1 can
for god sake.47 .

Many of the details concernhing the organization of the
movement are unknown. Why, for example, was Alberta chosen
as a destination? Likely, the Immigraéioﬁ Branch's publi-
city had sgecifically mentioned the province by name. Or
posisibly thé first few bléck‘immigrants from Oklahoma ar-
?Evea in Alberta by accident and' the reig3followed. There ;
appeafft& have been no trﬁe leaders. fgkfﬂlberta movement .

lacked an Edward McCabe figure in the background, directing

e
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operations and dfumming up enthusiasm. Doubtless, clergymen,

such as Rev. Hunt were influential in Promoting Canadian im-
migration within their own communities, A black Baptist

minister in Edmonton, Rev. C. Taylor, was apparently also
’ ”n

L] .
influent}al in encouraging Oklahoma blacks to move north.
J.Bruce Walker, Commissioner of Immigration at Winnipeg, re-

ferred to his wbrk in a report to the Superintendent Qf Immi-

gration in October, 1910, N
I questioned the reverend gentleman as to thé work
he was doing in immigration by writink to his people ’

in the South, and he said "I expect some 40 families"¥;zg

to arrive here on the last of December 1910" and pro-
duced some letters to prove his statement. He says

I am constantly receiving letters from coloured people
in the south & he looked. to me as a sgrt of adviser,
to his people in thessouth and one wh“ﬁwas doing
considerable immigration work.48

That Taylor was well informed of the details of the 1mmigra;
tion movement is Proven by the fact that a‘party of Oklahoma
blacks did indeed srrive in Edmonton on December 29, 1910.49
Nevertheless, much of the movement appears to have been
Spontaneous, small groups of people arriving independently
at the same decision. Somehow though, a degree of cohesion

was preserved.

The sequence of events which preceded the first large
G .

B e

mig;étion of Oklahoma blacks into,fhe Amber Y}lley area is
'fair¥§ well documented?‘ Sometime during Jan;hry or February
of 1910, the first party left Oklahoma. They were a small
all-male grqup, led by two middle—aéed men, Jordan Murphy

of Chaéﬁlerﬁand Nim‘Ioles of Clearview. Their init 1 des-

- L4
tinatiq&fﬁgs Kansas City, where they made arrange’knts Por
™ ,

. {
their immigration through J.S. Crawford, the Canadian Govern-
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ment Agent. From Kansas City they travelled by traig, cros-
sing the border at Emerson, Manitoba, énd prdceeding direcuv-
ly to Edmonton.so It seems likely that this group was sent
to reconnoitgr. They must have beén pleased with what they
saw for they filed on tﬁ%&?ﬁa&whomesteads in the Amber Yii:
ley ‘area that spring and sent enthusiastic reports home to
Oklahoma, urging their friends and relatives to joiq them.
As a result, another small group of blacks set out from the
vicinity of Chandler and Clearview in July, 1910. Nine
Amber Valley homesteads wefe filed on by members of this
group, including one by the young Jefferson Davis Ed%ards
who hdd abandoned his original plans of becoming a Baptist

missionary in Africa. One member of the group, Henry "Parson"

4,

Sneed, returned to Oklahoma after only a few days ih Alber-

ta.SI Once home, Sneed set about organizing and publicizing

a large-scale migraﬁion of blacks to Alberta. A black
newspaper in Enid, Oklahoma reported.

lﬁiﬁﬁ?n’the next few months it is estimated that )
at l1east one thousand Negroes will leave from thew
*aorthern and central part of this state for Alberta
-where they will form colonies in the vicinity of
g 3 :

Edmontagsjz

. i ‘I‘\A \s{-’

Jhe rfsponse waf;eﬁthusiastic. Large family groups volun-

Y . .

teered from all over OK;ahoma, with a particularly large

' A S
contingent coming“fﬂdﬁ the black town of Clearview. Sneed

screened his volunteers carefully{)selecting only prosperous

well-to-do farmers who wbuld easily satisfy Canadian immi-

. 53
gration requirements.

. Transporting the‘%etxlers and their possessions to

]
.-
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Canada proved surprisingly easy. Local land companies and
railroads, particularly the So;thern Pacific Railway and the
Burlington Railway, were happy to see the blacks leave Okla-
homa.54 They hoped to attract supposedly more desirable
white settlers in their place. The railways made special
arrangements for the group to charter a train of coaches and
freight cars to carry them to the Canadian border. And so,
one day in March 1911, Snee&'s party of 174 men, women and
children left Oklahoma. They were an optimistic group,
expecting a warm welcome and ex;ellent opportunities in a
land desperate for hard-working homesfeaders. Instead, tgéy
were destined to become embroiled in a major immigration

controversy. Real’™

& EE
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CHAPTER 4: The Immigration Branch ang
Black Immigration, 1899-1923

“Thg arrival of Snee:\s party at the Canadian border
in ﬁarcﬂ‘19ll, sparked an immigration crisis which had been
brewing for well over a decade. As early as 1899; the Cana-
dian Government. Agent in Kansas City had been instructed to
discourage black intefest in Canada, ”...}t is not desired
that any Negro immigrants should arrive in Western Canada,
under the auspices of our Departmént, or that such immi-
gration should be promoted by 0ur”:"agents."1 A tgrser di-
rective, hWe do not want these people"”, was cabled to the
Agent in Chicago.2 Yet, as the Immigration Branch was well
aware, these forceful commands were sheer bluster. Despite
the generai Canadfﬁn dislike of blacks, no legislative
statute or>departmen* regulation restricted their imii—
graglon. In fact, lumigration Branch records did not even
classify American immigrants on fhe basis of race. Under
these circumstances, the Immigration Branch's anti~black
pol{fy was informal anf’unwritten.

For myriad“reasons, the government did not care to
Systematically define or make public its views on black
immiérgghﬁn. For a gbvernment which quite openly discrim-
inated4;ga@nst other non-white imiigragts, this was a curi- "
ous phenomenon. But the case of the ﬁgack immigrants was
fraught with domestic and international compl%cations. The

government was reluctant to offend Canadian blacks, es-
t

[
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/
pecially those residing in narrowly held Ontardio and Nova

Scotia constituencies. Equally pressing was the need to
maintain good political and economic relations with the
governments of the West Indieg aud the United States. Ot-
tawa could ill afford to anger either of these nations by
publicly discriminating against theilr citizens.
Consequently, during the years 1900-1910, the Immi-
gration Branch'"s dealings with ptosbectiQe black immiéfants

were circumspect and tagctful. Whenever possible,.blacks were

excluded from the intensive publicity campaign ¥

the Imgigration Branch throughout the United States.  No

advertising appeared in the black press and no special pub-

lications were issued to attract the intérest of blacks as
_ 3 :
was -the case with other American ethnic and religious j

v

groups:3 Individuals who sought information regarding the

immigration of blacks were politely but firmly discouraged. -

-~

The urgings of a white Texas clergyman that Canada acﬁept
black settlers elicited a typical response,

In ,the matter of % settlement of Americans of
African descent in the Canadian North-West, I
would say that I havye observed after some years
experience in Canada, that these people do not
take readily to our climate on account of the
rather severe w,inte'rs.4

Ironically, while advising blacks that Canada's climate was
too harsﬁ, the Immigratjon Branch was simultaneously making
enormous efﬁorts to_conviqg%lwhite Americans- that the oppos-

. n.y

ite was true.S And as the Immigration Branch was well aware,

e
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Canada's own sizable black community Had survived countless

Ontario and Maritime winters, with nb discernible i1} ef-
_.fgctg.%.But nevertheless, the Canadian climate became a

piigcip;l weapon 1in ;he Immigration Branch's campaign to

discourage black immigration. Letters sent to black pros~

Pective immigrants almost invariably made mention of bliz-

7/
zards and sub-Arctic conditions.

However, the Immigration Br.nch was n"ht completely
Systematic in its discouragement of b lac ks, In the absence

of a clearly defined policy, much was left to the aiscretion
of individual officials. In some instances, Canadian Gov~-
ernment Agents and Department‘bureaucrats were quite help-
ful, providing black immigration organiie;s with promotional
literature and instructions about how to‘obtain Canadian
Land Seekers' Certificates entitling them to reduced train
ratesy Occasionally, even very senior staffers seemed to
*forget thét they were supposed to discourage black inquirers.
Thus, in.l905, W.D. Scott; the Superintendent of Immigration,
replied warmly to a black Oklahoman's proposal for settling
Jéeventy-five families 1in Canada,

I am sending you some Printed matter showing the

. terms on which the free grant lands are open for en-

try in western Canada...Any persons that are willing to

come and take oyr lands on the terms mentioned in these

publications will be welcomed, but I would not like to

éncourage anyone to, come in the hope of getting work
in a trade other than farming.6 : ‘

That the Prospective immigrants were black did not seem to

bother the Superintendent of Immigration at all. His only

>
concern was that they might be tradesmen, not farmers.

a
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As late as 1909, Scott wrote a note to a black in Ohio

N

.which, while not exactly warm, was not xxstoureging either:

~concerned.
»

The coloured line as you call it, is uot drawn in
Canada in the eyes of’the law ar. all men have exactly
the same rights in this country, irrespective of race,
colour or religion and- if you decide to go and settle
in Western Canada, there is nothing to stop you doing

so, so far as the law and government regulations are

7

This on-again, off-again Bﬁposition to black immigra-

tion was adequate during the first few years of the new

century when there was little fear of a massive immigration

of blacks. But as the decade wore on, it became clear that

the government would have to take more definite action,.

Because of the ‘deteriorating social and political condition

of southern blacks, the prospect of immigration to Canada

was becoming increasingly attractive.

ies in the Immigration Branch's black immigration file,

The steck of ‘dnquir-

known inform%lly as the "Coon fileﬁ,lgrew steadily. Dozens

~of letters were received from black and white Canadians and

Americans, all interested in promoting the immigration of

American blacks. Interestingly, un}il 1910 letters from
Oklahomans did not predominate
in roughly equal'proportions from a latge‘number of states.
Most inquiries vere from persons j

~ to arrange for the settlement o
. /

4

large groups of blacks.

One of the most ambitious was/A;A. Crimm of I¥linois who

requested that 500,000 acres be set aside for a colony of

o

black farmere.s Other unrealistic propqphls included the

b

previously mentioned plans pf Barney McKay of theggfro-

Corr_spondence was received

7
t/orgénizations who wished

73
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American Literary Bureau and an Atlanta watchmaker smport
respectively 5,000 thrifty, hardy agriculturalists" and

1,000 of Georgia's "most industrious negroes".g‘ K'blaok
Pennsylvanian wished to move one hundred families trom :ﬁ%
north-western stages to the Canadian west. 0 And'George

Simmons of AiabaJL wrote of fifty familfes wno were willing )
to immigrate if the Canadian government would provide trans-
portation.l1 Some of the schemes involved Canadian -owned

land companies.- For example in 1908, the Calgary-based

German ~American Colonizamion Company joined with G.W. Mitch-

ell, a black\Minnesotan, in requesting that four to six
. ']

townships be reserved\for‘a black colony in,Alberte. Like

aii‘theuotper;prop0lqls,it was politely declined by immi- .
™~ gration authorities.lzi‘

Despite these many»indications of black interest inm
~ v . :
Canada, the Immigratiow\&rench ‘showe 1 iittle'serious concern
qhtil 1908. During that year, the ngernmeit was served a
clear yarning that black immigration was, toeally unacceptl~
R

able to western Canadians. ~—The ddads ive iécident_heggn

-

[ v
e e e e

,innocently enough. Every-suamer " the CPR transported train& ' A o
s :

;L loafs of harvest workers to the prairie prgvinces. Among

\ w o V -

‘these men in August,fI?GB, were forty bf&cks brought by

tne CPR fron\Barbedoe.' All had return tickets and no in- i a ‘
té’htion of remaining permanently in Canada. Nevertheless, é i
their reception in the west was hostile.,.Sixteen of the

garbadians were stranded at the railway station in- Virden,%%i 'J;

Manitoba, when local farmers refused to hire them. The six
r’ '

A
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who were sent to Estevan, Shskatchewan, were arrested B§'é}
. RS

“vigilant R.N.W.M.P. constable on the morning of their artd - . ;

val, charged with vagrancy, and fined $§1.50 eac‘h‘._l3 Some
} ' v g '
residents of the towns involved were sympafhetitt towards the

4
L

)

harrassed West Indians. In a letter to the Immigration
Branch, D.R. Davies of Estevan wrdte,

I characterise the arrest yesterday a hold-up and a
dirty Business on British subjects who were honestly

looking for work and molesting no ~ ~. They certainly
weren't vagrants.14

/

- v

But other locals reactéd with self-rig a8 énger. *The
Mayor of Virden expfessed'thé%feelingé of tho who.felt '
. o “« / o
themselves ill-used by both the government an he 'CPR:
F oo . N . : . Bs TR ‘
They were sent to Qur. town, arriving here Monday
. morning 17 inst, by the CPR at Winnipeg,‘}s,or 16
2 Negroes or Wes 2kpdians. They certainly were not
asked for nor wan g,ubut‘éimply'dumped upon us. We
have telegraphed théﬁCPR'but they ignore us. These
men cannot secu work a8 farme;p' wives are afraid
of them and theéfate de;titute,'the town ‘now pro-
) -

vidigg for them.ls .

This episode erased whatever doubts the Immigration
Branch may have had regarding the undesirability of black
immigrants. The Superintendent of Immigration began to

cast about for effective ways of preventing black West In-

dians from entering the count’l':‘-y‘."- But the ptv'was a
. \ . .

. ! ,
delicate one. As the Immigration Officer at Halifax pointed

out, the'hea;thy, well-educated Barbadians had fulfilled all

‘-

Canadian. immigration feqoirements.l6 Moreover, the nécess—
ity¥of maintaining good tradgwrelations witi the West Indies

had to be comsidered. So in the end, no action was taken. -
) . ) -

' ! ' T v

The Superintendent of Immigration contented himself with

g
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‘rappanglfse knickles of an"uncharacteristically repent-

& o v Q‘
ant C ‘

Wighin a few months, the West Indian dilemma would be

almost forgotten, eclipsed by the prospect of an imminent

sy |
iﬂgg}ion of Oklahoma blacks. ,As early as 1908, the Cana-

o

an

& oy

4

dian Government Agenc“in Kansas City had reported an unpre-

/
cedented interest in Lanadian fmﬁ&gratibn on the psrt of
3

%
intelligent and well to do" blacwﬁhklahomans 1? During the

'y o WS
) XY * PLag N
next_two‘years almost allospe letters”&f inquiry received
Olr
by the Immigrition Branch from black Aﬂgﬂ&cans would origi—
L] 4

-nav‘ in Oklahona. Increasin y distrau ht eports from the
B

b/leaguered Kansas City agent James S. Crawford told of

1 -,. ' ‘

fmore and more: blacks leavinl o

l » 7

¥orfexample, Crawford repb;ﬁyéﬁthat a §askatcheQan bound
N

In March 1910

group of"- blacks had arrived in Kansas City,wiﬁh;eigha'
W

freight cars of belongings 19 ,

The first recorded group Qf black - 1mm1grants from

Oklahoma stepped off the train a&’Edmonton in Aprisl, 1908.

v

The party consisted of seven families who intended to settle

at Junkins, along therrailway line some one hundred'miles

20- )

‘west‘of Edmonton. " In October of the following year,

Saskatchewan received its first black settlers 21 But 1t

wasn't until 1910 that the movement begaufir earnest. In

'

January, the Edmonton Capital xeported the arrival of

twenty nine blaci srmers from Clearview Oklahoma accoé\

panied by a}newspaper .editor whose slogan was "Alberta, th&

A

home for the coloured race, After accompanying his charges

o
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to Junkins, xhe edftop,vowed to "set the tide of coloured

emigration in the direction of Edmonton."22 & &
Western Canada's prior experience with blacks was very
: ™
limited. A few had ‘een employed by the' Hudson's Bay Com-
- I‘
pany. In 1@?4, a black whiskey trader earned the dubious
-~ & ,0” h ‘ﬂ '
. distinction of being bot N f,person arrested by the
i . »

6t
e

newly established North

T R I S D I PP

gb.ed Porice and the first

»

to escape theirvcustody 2 A wan of mixed blacﬂylndiag

v

R paradﬁege worked as an¢%na§fpreter at a, southe;valberta

N

"'ﬁﬁiskey fort during- Ehe 1870s am@ latgr became,&nterpreter

for the firsmﬁlndian agent in Blackfo.byterritory In 1880, ’ K

a

ﬁd% giant em&sl@we, known as "Nigger Dan" Williams tas badged

R 3
-y

1
-

. . w )
for myrder at Fqrt Sasketchewan.' And ahother former d&ave ’xx
. John Ware, became one of A]%f\s "foremost ramchérs and ’
. cowboy ddfingﬁbhe 1880s and 1§ 05.24- . . .
. ", . - . .
. . . a

4

f%lzgpughémaqy‘Q€Stern Canadians may have had little

-

first-hand expefience with blacks, they we®e all tqo . fami-
liar with the popular racial stereopypes. Consequently,

3
they were not enthralled with the prospect of having black

neighbors. In what would became a predictable pattern, the

local business community was the first to protest. In
April 1910, the Edmonton Board of Trade sent the following
resolution to the Minister of the Interior,

That the Edmonton Board of Trade call the attention
of the Dominion Government to the recent marked in-
crease in negro immigration into western Canada which ‘ .
in the Edmonton district has already worked serious C
detriment to certain localities by preventing the
settlement of white people in localities in which Ne-
‘groes have settled and which has the appearance of
being the foundation of a 'Negro problem- for western
Canada' . &

o | :
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, . ‘ - e .
‘ Many of these people likely brought anti-black prejudices

- 78
And that in the opin ~this Board the negroes
a most undesirahle &% ; and it.is mest res-
v tfully urged that sueWy ediate steps be taken
the Dominion-Government as will result in this
nflux being s;opped.25 N
The resolution was supported by a letter from the
Secretary-Treasurer of the Bowden Board of Trade and by a
report by Edmonton Police Chief, A.C. Lancey. While claim-
ing that 20% of Edmonton's blacks were either prostitutés
or pimps Lancey's report stated of tﬁexblack community, L
"They have taken up much morcv,a of & time and attent,;[on Eed

J
than any of the other foreign people fesiding in our @aty ”26

In contrast with their westérn neighbers, r@%idents

“ -

of Saskatchewan calﬂhy aécepted the blacks who‘thered their

v . g

ovince in 1910. Throughout the years of the black immi-

o - ’

gration controversy, public protesgywould be’ consistently

ét;onger in Alberta. This was understandable since most
. : b TN ?
of" the+b.ack immigrants were headed for that province but

1t méy also | si&nificant that Alberta had a larger Ameri-

can-born populatifon. In, 1911, 21% g¥.Alberta's population é

27

qagre‘hmerican immigrants, compared wit@vlaz in Saskatchewan.
N =~

’ . 2

]

-

withf;hem when they crqossed the bordef( At least one con-
temporary observer thought so. In a letter published by
. - %

the Edmonton Bﬁlletin3 Joseph A.*Clark claimed, ."This pre—’

judice and violence towards- Negro citizens comes almost

exclﬂsively from former residents of the southern states.”28

One of the people Clark was referring to was 1 ly John

Powell, the instigator of the 1910 Edmonton”. Board of Trade

- ~.
. “ -
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. n
resolution. Powell was a Canadian yho had lived in the

American south for fourteen years. In March 1910, he ex-

pounded on. his theory of racial relations 1in a letter to

»
A

Frank Oliver,

‘ﬁP A small number of egroes settled in any,new town- o
ship will be sufficient to blacken and make the neigh-~
borhood undesirable f6r white settlement... If all
Negroes were good I would still consider it unwise for
Canada to receive any of them, for the simple reason
that they’ cannot be assimilated. ‘Good white people
will not mix or intermarry with blacks, and it would :
not be desirable fo hite Canadians of any class or . Ry
description to do sgfy o o

. ‘ BTN . P

Powell>ended'thapfetter_wigg a stern admonishment, "Peopley
N h e ’ ' AN . “ . 4 u

o w29

he g2 ar%ﬁbeginning to discus§ £he movement and if it
- . ):‘)" g > - . .
on increa%ing it will only lead té6 trouble. .

The warning was not lost on_Fqgnk Oliver: The/apéear-
h " , ) . v
ance foﬁignifigant nu;bers of-black iﬁmigrants and the
first rumblings qf negati?é public oéinion in Alberta ¢on-
vinced the Minisfer that his personal intervention was need- s

ed. The sense of urgency wa€ heightened by reports of the

poverty and gepéralxinfipness o% *the blpck’settlers moving

L ‘\. . o 5 p
into the Junkins area. ‘dk\MarthIA,‘l910, the Commissiongé ;C}:-
. - - - Ce ST
of'ImmigraEion/at Winnipeg reported,
e ’ . . . A
They_arp,gxtremelx poor, some of them destitute, ,

‘inﬁdﬁ%ave no means' td.pb" f4rkifNg’, are huddling together

in .large numbers, they have generally very large !
families, have little or nothing to clothe or main- _ :
tain themselves with...and are not a class of persons’

as we ought to encourage to enter the'country.30

. ‘

In a strange coincidence, Oliver signed an Order in Council
: } > | - {

the next day, which required immigrants to have ~in their ¢

possession a ticket to their destination in Canada énd cash

\

amgﬁ%iing to $25 during the months from March to October

v

s - '
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and $50 if theygrrrived between November and February.31 >
° ! o 5
Although not directed specifically at blacks, the Immigra-
L Y

tion Branch was confident that this money qualification &

o'
~

would discourage the immigration of the ;o&test black Amer—///
//

icang. ’ 1,2' . . /// e
' ' ‘/, ¥ ﬁ

-

Almost immediately aftér the Order in Coungil was o
&
issued, %‘e Superintendent of Immigration ordéred Agent
Cfgwford in Kansas City to use the new moﬁey requirement Tt

32
to stop the biack immigration movemenx A week later,

Crawfd'rd was dih yted to cease issding Canadian Land- Seek-%

* ers' Certificates ‘to prospggnnﬂe’black immigrants 33 Later

in 1910, the government was able to secure the CPR's co-
; , / ,// B 3

operatiod in denying reduted train rates to all-black immi-

grants, This meashre aombined with the new financial*

qualifi ation, was expected to deter all but the wealthlest
and most determined of the black immigrants.
Hampered by/the total absence of reliable infd&mation'

concerning thefmovement OIiver decided that the Inspector

of U.S. Age cies/%hould personally investigate the condition ‘

of Oklaho a' black population 3f* Consequently, W.J.~White

spent fﬁve days touring the geavily black Oklahoma counties

oE Muﬁkogee, 0 mulgee andt%bweta . His report, submitted to,
7 . ’
the Minister»in September, was alarming.f In black .centres,

White“répprted e "laziness is .abundant and seems to have put
its haiimark everywhere ' Oklahoma bl'acks swere indifferent
farmers. Their farms were dirty and full of veeds and their
crops ;ere poor. Even though they had more money than ‘the

‘ whites in the area, they lived in rundown shanties. White

. “
b t 1{

i
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claimed that the c¢ariie region's prosperity was '"kept

‘back_and held back by the preponderance of the coloured

people wholpwn mosgzgj .the: land." Moreover, to his horror,

s o T E Y :
the Inspector had didcovered that“the<”progressive element

in Oklahoma" was urging the blacks to emigrate to Canada.

!

hh te’farmers in the localit huped to - acqufre black land
b4

preferably-at bargain rates. The 50uthern railroads we"

N

’ K
- - N

anxious ‘to gain qhe revenue which would " arise from transport-

b

Jing the'blacks‘andﬂfheir possessions northward .They also

”~

hoped to replace the blaeks with Supposedly more produﬁtive

white farmers and thus guarantee themselves increased fu-

. -

ture revénues. Black Cclergymen completed the unlikely

= LS

triumvirate. Disapproving of the increasing urbanization

of Oklahoma's’ black population,bthey h%ped to ref@stablish .

3 35 -

their charges onjfarms in' the Canadian west. - White*was

convinced that ending thg Canadian emigration movemenq
would be in the best interest of both Canada and th

themselves. . J . /_"

A L

s v
e o

-

hblacks

e
.

I£ undesirable to’ Oklahoma why ‘not undesirable to N

-Canada? More so. In Oklahoma, he has lived the life-

that suits him b . All the Fies that haye been

81

since his birth e there, the climate is one to which )“r‘

he is best fitted He has social relationg and he has
t.he surroundings that he has partly‘?reated. In Canada
he has a different climate, he is removed from all the

" things which to. his not overactive mind are part of hi®

being, and he will never:be able to fit himself to the -
changed conditions. He will/not have the happiness and
contentment he has enjoyed all his life. He will be

,called into greater activity‘than his system can meet.3g

White s report did little to "dllay Bhe growing concern

of'theiMinister of the Interior. and his officials. C.W.

Speers, a Canmadian Government Agent, was immediately sent
:"‘A ° ‘ B

B e
.
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on an Inspection tour of the nq’hsettlements being estab—
lished by black Oklahomans in Alberta and Saskatchewan

In his report, submitted late in October, 1910, Speers esti-
mated that the two provinces had a combined‘black population;

i .
of 634. For the.most part, they were concentrated in a few
W . .

' areas. In Saskarchewan, a small party of four black far- -

mers had settled in the Lashburn district. A'larger group
of sevent -six were' homesteading in y Maidstone and
*Y y- g r;ﬂ-e-v'lg

anoqher hundredgﬁﬁ*the Wilkie colony south-east of Batﬁtb—

Il

ford Albertaﬂ

‘Nhuch larger black community There

were ieportedly 175 blacks in Junkins, 150 in Edmonton,

”".

sixtylfive in Amber Valley, thirty in +he settlement of .

Campsie near Barrhead, and ten at Breton, southiwest of
‘ N ’

. : : L]
Edmonto .37 Almogt all the blacks~residing in Alberta and

Sasketch wan-had arrived from Oklahoma during the preceding

twelve manths, L S - . i

<
w‘

Undoubtedly to everyone s 3urprise the black home-
stea%&ghw Pde a favorable impression on Agent Speers. His -
findings c ntrndicted both Walker's report on-the Junkins
settlers and ‘White's portrayal of the blacks-in Ok%ehoma.

Generally, Speers found the black sentlers'dndustrious and e
] .
doing as well as could be expected 4n a wooded country dar-

.

ing their initial year." Unn’fpily though, their efforts

were unappreciated by their neighbgrs particularly Ameri-
v
-cans. . White s ttlers complained that the value of their
¢ }{
land had deprec ated becau§! of gﬁeir proximity»to blacks

and white lagop ers frequeg;}z_réfgsedrfo work with/ them.




In both provinces,.the Prejudice against blacks was fmost'

83

general most unanious (Sici’and ls assuming an acute stage."
{

Speers feared that the pre&ence of blacks would deter highly

N

desirable American settlers from coming to the west, "it

w

would be unwise to retard the prospective advent ofﬂﬁb0,000
good white péoplé on account of the admission of a limited
number of coloured people." The only .solution, Speers con-

cluded, was to exclude black Ameficans,

I am obliged co'%ppreciate and recognise public
opinion and make the recommendation that this work
T of bringing in numbers of coloured people be inter-
cepted by such prohibitory means a¥® thaea wisdom of
thevnqpartment may deem expedig_nt:.::§8
1 .
Thus, with%n two months, two official Immigration Branch

o

[y

reports recommended the exclusion of black immigrants from
- . s

Canada. The next mer was up to the Minister of the
! ,

Interior.

While all this w;s;goiﬂg on, Crawford, t ill-starred
t . ¢

Kansas City Agent, was labouring under a dense cioud of

0y 3
3

ministerial disapp;&&al. Despite direct-orders to the con-~-
trary, he had apparently been issuing blécks with Canadian .
N ’ T Y

\ ’ {
Land Seekers' ?ertificates. Complaints about Fhe errant
N / .

"\

agent had reaEded Oliver's desk, I

Over a year ago White advised Mr. Crawford, of

Kansas City that it was not in the interest of the
work that he should issue .certificates to coloured
people from the South. Thqy were a different class
altogether from those whbd h'ave. been re: ent in Canada
for a 1gpng time and they are not farmers in the way
that we apply the term. The farming that they did was
indifferent and careless and they were not dgsirable//
for Canada. I supposed that Me had been living up to
my verbal instrguctions. otwithstanding this he has
issued certificatesmrig;:Yalong and only as recently

as ékmonth‘ago.39 : | o ‘/,

¢ ~

» : \
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Deluged with a series of suggestions; instructions and -
thinly veiled threats, .Crawford gamely'defended hinSelf
by declaring, "I h;;e stood in the way or there would have
been not only a few hundred but many thousands of them. n40
His‘major problem, was the impossibility of determining if _
the hundreds of written inquiries which reached the Kansas

City agency were from blacks or whites. Completely exasper-
ated by Septemher,'he dumped the problem 1n the Superin-
tendent;s lap, sending him dozens of unanswered.letters

from Oklahoma. ch& devise‘a imaginative tactic. Tele- "

grams were sent to* ostmas??%s in the towns wyere the
{

correspondence origiaated asking if the writers wpre black )

or white. The Postmasters did not mince words. "Black as
" " ' A 41
hell.", ane replied. -Nigger!", scrawled another.
1 , :
But creative as this innovation wasy it would not A

Prevent black Oklahomans from crogsi%&.the border into Cana-'iQ
’

da. By the early autumn of 1910, the Immigration Qranch{was

in a quandary. Every Subtle and not so subtle ploy:it conld
&

Teasonably wuse to dissuade blacks from immlgrating had been

tried and had only partially Succeeded. Stronger measures
R

'were clearlﬁﬁheeded if the black Oklahomans were to be Barred -

¥ ] -
. . . L]

from Canada. . ‘ -

L4

14 .
Yet, not only did the need for discretion still exist'

AN 8

Aduring the autumn of 1910, it was more urgent than ever.

Within a year, the&government would be fighcing for its life

in a general electian“’ Every vote would be crucial and ghe

government could i11 afford to lose the support of black or

w

) F * :

I
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liBeral-minded Canediane. Moreover, the all-{important

reciproc¢ity negotiations with the United States had reached .

a critical stage. An ill-timed controversy could destroy

Canada's reciprocity hopes forever. West Indian trade was

also becoming increasingly importantl Canadian'businessﬁén

were calling loudly for federation with one or.more of fthe ’
British West Indianjcolonies.“ And a Royal Commission in

.\

1910 had recommended the strengthqung of trade relations .

M.

with the islands.42 Clearly, if“ﬁo‘d leaked out, either at

home or abroad, that Canada was %pfively discriminating
K ot .

against black imm-igwts " the, resuﬂ%"

for Laurier's Liberal government . ﬁ%

f d pe disastrous o B
N »2#

‘thosg‘c1rcumstan§es,
restrictive legislation was out of the question. But ‘the

creq@ive minds in the Immigration Branch devised a simple ‘ //f~g

¢ e
but brilliant alternative. Existing immi ation regulati&

o

~would be~ strictly and selectively ‘Lforced becomiug an in-
)

surmountable baffier for blacks wishing to enter Canada.

a

Thus the government could discrqgapﬁte against b¥acks with-
&~ '\
out saeming to do so. And it could continue to boast about

AN 9
the impartiality of its immigration policies -

[}
Exactlx when or, how the progrgm was introduced wigl
likely never he known. As‘latelas 1934, a longtime Immi—'
. ’ - . -
gration Brénch official was still wunwilling to divulge the -
‘ -

M,

-

Specific details, even in a. letter to an Alberta M.P., "The =«
means used ds one of the chapters in Immigration that has
never been written and while familiar with it I do ‘not cage .

to put it on record now."43 Undoubtedly though, the key

R
i
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element was the medical and character inspection of immi-

o

grants which had been established at American border cross-

4
4 g
ing points in 1908. The.inspection had been originally *

instituted to Prevent undesirable European’immigrants ftom

o

slipping into Canada from the United "States. Now 1t would
be adapted to enforce a whites—only admissions policy.
Immigration Agents at, key points of entry received new in-

structions Outlining the plan,

. s
, . v .

There is not. ..any provisionﬁ%br excluding a man
on the ground of his cplour, but at the same time
there are certain nationali;ies who. are’ required to ‘

Pass more stringent regulat %hs than othef national-
ities .

" 44 ‘ ‘ - ’
a ’ o ‘ i .
The vast maJority of whtite immigrants would cong inue'tO\cros§
s, . i :
the border ~unimpeded. - But' every black would now be subjected

~
to a thorOugh and hqmiliating medicaleexamination designed

to eliminate all but ' the very fittest. d

o

Medically prohi ited classes pf immigrants under the

Immigration Act of 1910 were very broad and loosely défineu-
- “ﬁ

As a result,.a medical cause could‘%e found to bar the entry

s -

imto»Canada of virtually any imm;grant. Department records

-t

indicate that some immigrants were rejected because of such

) ‘l

¢

medical conditions as bronchitis eczema,,fractu&es;’hareliﬁ,_

high temperature pregnandy, psoriasis ulcers, ‘and varicose

veinslﬁs‘ The Immigration Branch $ policy of paying Medical

Inspecto¥% on’ the ‘basis of the numbet of black immigrants
, ¥
they rejected undoubtedly contributed to their zeal.z‘-6

Under these circumstances even the most robustly healthy
»

black Amé€rican could not be certain of passing the medical

¥

e

-~
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examination at the border. : £ -~
Strangely; the Immigration Branch does not'appear(to
have keot a record of the number of blacks who either success-

fully emtered Canada or were rejected. However, records do

indicate that the é’gal number of immigrants rejected at
. - .

' Amé@%pan'border crosging points rose precipftiously. In

1908-09, 4, 589 immigrants were turned away by immigration

officials. The HumBer ‘leaped to 15,404 in 1910-11 and’

i

peaked ar 22,033 in 1911-12.,47 In, 1ight‘of the efforts made‘

Gto exclude them} it seems likely that a large prqportion o

f these rejected immigrants were black.

bAn indication of the success of the informal exclusion

< ﬁé -

*.campjﬁgn was the angr reaction of .Fran] Oliver to the arri-
24

val in Edmontog of thirty four bla@k Oklahomans in December

B

1910. @The grgpp had-taken the precaution of crossing the

»

.borf;: at White Rock, iC., where Immigration Officers were

~¥
.

A}
\ ki
rumored to b@ more lenient than at the uSuql port of entry at

~Emereon, uanitoba, Oliver demanded to know if a medical

-

examigation-had been made emd if-the‘party had benefittedﬂ

from the reduced train nate.48 The Immigration Agent at

Edmonton was inggructed teo have the blacks deported if - o

T T e : . v
possible, , . : | \.-‘ : o B
If you can digcover any reason why any of the
thirty -four frome Oklahoma should be deported take
action. If .you are suspicious,that there are any-
who would not come up to the phy&ical qualification
call in City Health Officer to examine.49

-

SOmetime during February of 191f, the routine rejecti&h-h

»of a large group of blacks on financial groumds prompted

'

@ ol ' P

T
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fears of an international incident.“ The episode was wide-
ly represented in the American press as an:indication that
; L .
. ' . LI |
Canada had adopted a harsh new policy‘toward black immi-

gration. Underythe headline "Bar~Negroes‘frgm Canada",

the Boston Post reported,

The Dominion Government today decided to stop the =
immigration of Negroes from the ‘United States...The v
exclusioh?of Negto immigrants at! Winhipeg is 4n line
with ‘the general ‘policy of the quinion to encourage

! whit mmigration\and to keep out the yellow and black L
race#f¥ The law has not been changed to exclude Negroes
but the officials are more- strdct in interpreting the
provisions of the aet which forbids the admission of

¥ persons not likely to make desirable citizens.50 .

., These reports caught the agtention of the American =

o

State Department. The Edmonton Journal announced tﬁat the '*“'}'“é:“

¢¢Secretary of‘State, Philander C Knox[ had asked %he U S b'
Consul, John E. Foster; at Q€tawa to .ascertain 1f. Munder CL

the Canadian- law, any American citizens as a class ‘could be,
- . b .
excluded on aceount of their- colour 51 Satisfi?d that T \\
1 . ) \. N

there were no ia‘igration regulations specificayly discrim— s
» .
inating agaimst blacks, Knox advised his officiéls in Canada

that the United States could not intervene. ‘ . They were in—A
/ .
structed: not even to varn prospective black immigrants of

the likelihood of rejection until Canada seemed about to

'jtake decisive action.52 The worst fears of the Immigra;ﬁon.

Branch were now allavyed. The State’ﬁepartment had decided

‘not to ma ¢Ean§issne of the matter.“

2 - r‘

' alarmed by the newspaper accounts of discrimination. -W:E B.{ .

,Dubois, Pregident of the National Association for the Advance-'

Voo N
]
B

v
Nk SR sas L a e e -

~he leéﬁers of the American black community were also l-, f,,’“
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mont of Coloured People and eoitor of the widely read
publication, Crisis, wrote a Jetter of protest to the
Immigratioh Branch. In response, a department official,
denied that any attempt had been made to bar black immi-
grants. However, he- pointed outs, it was considered signi—

ficant that few blacks from eastern Canada had settled on

J

prairie homesteads, - !

-..a fact, which leads the government to believe that
Westerniﬂanada will not be found very suitable aE’/
field of settlement to coloured people from the 1ted
States when similar people from Canada do not go west
to take up land

5.

Realizing that this red herring was unlikély to put off Du-
bois, the official frankly warned him that black immigrants
would be rejected at the border,

There is nothing in Canadian Immigration Law which
disbars any person on the ground of colour, but since’
coloured «people are not considered as a class likely
to do well in this cauntry all other regulations res-
pecting health money etc., are strictly enforced and
it 1is quite possible that a number of your fellow
countrymen may be rejected on such grounds.53

Crisis published this lerter and a numbar of other a}ticles
relating to Canada's exclusionary policy. In doing so, .it
unwittingly alded the Immigra;ion Branch by making, American
blacks awdre of .the policy 24 -

But as the Immigration Branch was learning, black o

Oklahomans were at least as determined to get to Canada as

the government was to stop them. By the spring of 1911, it

regulations eliminated a large proportion of >lack immigrants,

it could not keep them all out. To the government's con-

89

>

.

‘'was evident that although rigorous enforcement of immigration
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sternation, the blacks hgd found ways of cif{{mvenfing the
regulations, &any seemed intent.on'takkng advantage of s.19
of the Immiération Act which pérmittéu re cetes immigrants
to appeal to.the Ministér.55 W.H. Roger - ~iuwford's re-
placement as Caﬁagian GBO;rnment Agent in Kansas City,
reported that some black 1mmigrant§ Qere bringing doctors

> . .
and lawyers with the&l "the former to certify to Fheir
physical fitness, and the latter to argue the 1egai side of
Fhé _matter."56 A party of forty blacks, rejected at the |

border because two of them had tuberculosis, hired a black

lawyer, James Watson of Vancouver, to appeal their case to

57

4

‘the Minister. A black woman with several children, unlaw-

'fully‘rejécted by immigration auth:iities while attempting

to join her husband in Canada, enlistgd the aid of an Assist-
ant State\AttorneZ in Minot, North Dakota.58 Moreover,

black igmigration organizers, aware of the‘stringent‘ﬁ%dical

and financial requirements, were car §u11y screening their

charges. On March 21, Sneed's pa§£ ’ofj17b black Oklahomans

)

passed the border inspection with flxing colours:and eﬁfered
Canada. Sneea himself attested to the excellent health of
his group, "There ain't noth%n' the matter with.us,'mister.
Sick! AAﬁ'd.liké”youn to~show me whar we have any sick

n59

people. Their wealth was equally undeniable. Sneed's

immigrants brought with them nine freight cars of goods in-
cluding twenty-nineﬁ%eams of horses and as much as $2,500

each in cash.60 To their consternation, Immigration Offic-

ials could not reje£t~a single one.

90
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Sneed's gxoup does not appear to have been unique.
Manr of the black immigrants brought with them a great deél
ot wealth, at least as much as the avé}age white American
-and many times more than most Edropean immigrants. For
example, one lady appeated at Edmon}qn's Immigrétion Hall

. ) .

with $1,000 sewn 1into the hem of her petticoat.61 In Dec-
ember 1910, Agent Cfawford in Kansas City reported that a
large group of prospectiie black 1mmigrgnts possessed an
‘average wealgh of $l,%§?.§2‘ And in April 1911, the Calgar;
Herald egé}ﬁated that each faﬁily\of.andthbr party. of blacks
had brought with them between $1,000 .and $4,000.63 There
was certainly no dangér that these people would become an
economic burden~on the community. Indeed, were it not for
their color, fhey would have been considered a superior
class of immigrants.

The success of Sneed's group came as a rude shock to
\fhe Immigration Branch and the west. On March 21, the ¢

. ' ‘ ?
Edmonton Bulletin had confidengly assured its readers that

~

Immigratiéﬁxpfficials intended to block the group at the

) border.64 Thefr\failur{ to do so prompted fears that many

more blacks would attempt to follow. The Assistant Super-
ﬁ’

g . . :
intendent of Immigration\igi?rmed Oliver that 1,000 more

blacks were expected to érriGa\during the course of -the

year.65 This view was supported : an article in an Okla-

~
N

homa newspaper, N

Many other Negroes are making prepgrgtions to start and
indicatiens are that there will be a general exodus.

It develops that the Canadian colonization\erk among
the Negroes has been in progress for several hqgths,



menacing in light of an incident which occurred in Edmonton

92

the intention being to move 1,000 families or about
7,000 negroes this spring, of which the Clearview
negroes formed the advance guard.66

bR

N
Canadian newspapers were filled with rumors of an impending

black deluge. The Manitoba Free Press reported that Sneed's

group would be joined in Appil by another party of 200

blacks.67 The Edmonton Journal raised this total to 2,000,

e

and reported that the bt7ék;\were destitute and being funded

by 4 colonization company duridg their first year in Cana-

da.68 In a folksier vein, the.Edmonton Bulletin reported

the claims of an ambitious immigration promoter, Colonel
® - ' .
Tom J. Harris of Sapulpa, Oklahoma,
Ah'11 pilot 5000 niggers into British-American
soil before the summah goes, suh. Ah'll put a
niggah and a team of hosses on every quarter section

of land I can get my hands on in Alberta, British
Columbia and Saskatchewan.69

The prospect of a black deluge appeared particularly
on April 4 or 5, 1911. A fifteen year old girl, Hazel Huff,
was found bound, gagged ;sa apparently robbed on the floor
of her home. Her assafilant was reported to be a "black,
burly "Negro”.7o Steeped in‘fhe myth of black criminality,

Albertans M4d long dreaded such an attack. This dread had

~

been heightened by infiammatory statements made. by Calgary's
Chief of Police in March:

I believe it would be a good thing if the commis-

6loners of the city would take some action to exclude

Negroes fraom the rights of cltizenship and prevent

them from coming into the city. Most of the Negroes L
in this city are of the class that breeds crime and

although it is hard to convict them in court , for they

will all swear in favor of the black prisoner, we will

=4



endeavor to chase them out of the city, Every
Negro with few exceptions, 1is connected with crime
of some description in the city; they are vagrants
in a sense and do no work only that of an immoral
character.7l

Considering the prevalence of these attitudes, the

over-reaction of the western Press to the Hazel Huff incid-~

ent is perhaps understandable. The Regina Leader Post des-

cribed the incident as "the first of the negro atrocities".72

“A Calgazz Albertan editorial, reprinted by the Journal,

eéxpounded upon the general undesirability of black immi-
e

grants,

This sort of thing is bound to happen and will con-
tinue to occur as long as Negrogse are in this country.
This kind of crime will continue and increase, in pro-~
Portion as the Negro population increases. The govern-
ment should take the necessary steps to keep these
People out. They are a menace to the welfare of the
country. They are undesirable citizens of the worst
kind. The best of them are not wanted for the reason
that they cannot assimilate with the white population.
We do not want a coloured Alberta. ‘

Not many of the coloured people are here yet, byt a
black cloud is.looming up from the south which is
dangerous enough. The first stép”of‘thE"Departm;ﬁt of

" the Interior should be to shut out all the coloured
People from homestead rights. Close out the yeffow
man, the.red man and the black man. They are ngt good

settlers. They cannot become good Canadians. They are

undesirable, particularily upon homesteads.73

Similar sentiments ¥gre expressed by the Lethbridge Daily

§gg§,.in an editorial entitled, '"The Black'Peril".744

To the embarrassment of the press, the Hazel Huff
episode was soon diséovered to be a hoax. The girl had
tied herselfrup and/invented the attack to‘keep ‘her parents

from learning thaf she had lost a ring and some money.

Uniuckily for Hazel, Edmonton's ever alert police nqtiéed

93 °



-
Mk i VEW M A e - e w .

. <)
' -
. 94
.
“Y

she had "made the error of tying an eye bandage Bver_her

foréhead‘instead of her eyes".75

Unfortunately, the retraction of the story came too

late. Public opinion was already inflamed. During the

months“of April and May, 1911, the Immigration Branch_was
deluged_with angry letters and resolutipns frpm Alberta énd
Saskatchewan. Once again, the fi;st off the mark was the
Edmonton Board of Trade. John Powell was évcentral figure
at the Board's April 13,meet1ng,/regaling the membership
with lurid tales of the unassimilability and crlminality
of the blaék race. The Board of Trade passgﬁ a resolution,

similar to its 1910 resolution, cbndemning“black immigration.

As wéll; it sponsored a petition to Prime Minister Laurier:

It is a matter of common knowledge that it has been
proved in the U.S. that Negroes and whites cannot live
in proximity without the occurrence of revolting law-
lessness, and the development of bitter race hatred,
and that the most serious question facing the U.S. to-
day 1s the Negro problem. We are anxious that such a
problem should not be introduced into this fair land
at present enjoying a reputation for freedom from such
lawlessness as has developed in all sections 1in the .
U.S. where there is any considerable Negro element. ~*
There is no reason to believe that we have here 'a higher’
order of civilization, or that the introduction of a
Negro problem here would have different results.76

. : e
Edmontonians responded enthusiastically to the petition. It
was displ%yed at a number of prominent &owntowﬁ locations," -
including Watson Realty, The Windsor Hotel, The KingEEdward

Hotely The Merchant's Bank, The Union Bank and The Board of

s -
Trade offices.77. During the several days it was on d}splay.

the petition was signed by over 3,400 people, 14% ofs the

city's populatibn.z.8 =

-
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The only recorded opposition came from 'eve;al mem-

L 4

bers of Edmonton's black community who harasskd those cir-

~culating the petition. Sécretary-Treasurer Fisher of the

Epard of Trade, was amazed by their\reaction,

e
2

They do not seem to appreciate the spirit in which
. We are approaching the question. We have nofhing to
say against the Negro or those that sympathize with
him. We are merely. trying to prevent that happening
which has already happened in the states and if the
'Negroes in the country woluld only recognize that their
position would be a thousand .t €s more intolerable
with a vastly increased Negro p ulation, they would
not be so eager to increase the .numbers. Those
‘Negroes who have been here some tige have had a Square
deal and been treated as whites, bult if you would get
a few thousand more in, conditions would be much
changed. They would then be - treated as they are in

south.79

Boards of Trade throughout the .west were quick to
support the Edmonton initiative. Resolukions opposing
blaék_immigration were sent tolOttawa from ten other Boards
in Alberta and ¥§”e in Saskatchewan and Manitoba.so“Some
outdid the Eambntﬁh Board by calling for even harsher meas-

> 1o

ures. The Stréthcona and Morinville Boards}qﬁ Trade demand-
‘éd th;t blacks be ségregated into certain aréaS‘of the pro-

vince and that whites be removed froé those are;s.81 The

Red Déér, Saékatoon and Battleford Boards requested that

blacks be prohibited fréﬁ filing on homestead(le-mds._s2

fTHe Athaﬁasca Board‘of-Trade sent two plaintive letters

to Oliver;~assdring him of their oppositdon to black immigra-

tion and wdrqing him of dire;ponsequeﬁces shoﬁld more blacks

settle 'in the area, "when it:was learned around town that

these negroes were coming out there was indignation and many

threatened’violence, threatened to meet them on the trail



t

out of town and drive them back." The Board ended by tact-
fully suggesting that the blacks be segregated in certain
areas, preferably near Junkins.83

" The only dissentiﬁg volce came from the Regina Board

to

"of Trade, which "regarded the existence of the 'negro prob-

lem' as anvimaginary evil and decided to take no action in

w84 '

the matter. But Regina's defection went unnoticed in

the resougding chorus of western pro&est. On April 28,
the Edmonton City Council joined the oﬁtcry, calling on
the fgderal government to-stop tﬁe expected influx and de-
manding that those blacks already in the province be segre-
‘gated from the rest of the poﬁﬁlation.SS. The Edmonton
T;édes and Labour Council and five United Farmers of Alberta
locals also sent:resolutions of protest.86 At an emergency
meeting, the I.0.D.E. sponsored. a petitién which éutlined p
Ehe épecial danger blapk'immigration posed for white

women,
We do not wish that the fair fame of Western Canada
should be sullied with the Lyngh Law but we have no
guarantee that our women will %ﬁgsafer in their scat-
tered homesteads than white women in other countries
with a Negro population.87. :

The W.C.T.U, followed suit with a petition signed by "sixty
intelligent women members."88 And finally, thete was a

petition frém fifey dejected white residents of Junkins,

«

We entered'upon our homesteads in these districts.
enduriné.éheerfully the discomforts and privations
incidental to early settiement of a new country in-
advance of roads and ratlroads and other conveniences,
in the belief that we would be able to make happy,
contented and prosperous homes for ourselves and our
families. After establishing ourselves, with high

. Hopes of getting other white .settlers to help us

3
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'
develop our country, the vacant lands have been

largely settled upon by Negroes from the U.S. and

our hopes of happinéss and contentment are destroyed.
Without wishing to disparage our coloured neighbors,
we submit that the two races cannot live together in
amity and concord. It 1s a matter of common knowledge
that, wherever the two races have intermingled in the
U.S., there have developed conditions which are a dis-
grace to civilization. We have no hopes that the con-
ditions would be materially different here. We have
the same Negroes and the whites are not materially
different. There is no reason to suppose that we have
here a noticeably higher order of civilization which
will better stand the strain when put to the test.

Our families no longer ‘1ive here in contentment and
security. .We cannot sell our places on obtaining pat-
ents, with a view of moving elsewhere, for the reason
that no one will buy in a negro settlement. We there-
fore, respectfully urge that the Government of Canada
make arrangements either to remove the coloured home=
steaders into some Segregated area; or to move the
white settlers into some other district which will not
be open to negroes, giving us some adequate compen- ’
sation for the money and ,labour we have expended upon
our places.

'Only a few brave souls dared to publicly defend the
’ s

beleaguered black . immigrants. In a sermon on May 8, Rev.

J.E. Hughson of McDougall Methodist Church condemned the

Board of Trade resolution and called for tolerance,
These are the voices of commercé and industry...
They say the Negro must go. But Christianity tells
us that the Negro is our brother, made of the same
essential humanity. He may be our weaker brother.
He may need our stronger hand to guide him, but he
is our brother and we must act the part of a big
brother toward him...When our commercial and indust-

rial systems:are really Christian, our Negro problen
will settle itself, because there will be no problem.90

Members of Edmonton's black community were doﬁbtlesé encour-
aged; if not particularly flattered, by t%e reverend gentle-
man's sentiments. Similar viéws were expressed in several
letters published in the Edmontén newspapers. One writer
adviséd white Albertans to associate with blacks and if

possible, "educate the Negro to our own standard."91

97
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’Josepth. Clarke of Edmonton reminded ;hé Bulletin that

: S U PR ’

other immigrant groups were mdre ' to bgifk rdd than blacks,
. ) i . . K P AT

There are other race _mn§4col&@¥§?being velcomed
by these same people intq Cana&%i&qﬁo are just as
much),’or more, crilinals _and immotal and a far worse
menace to the laboﬁrihgsmajqritx of Alberta or any ,
other country or previnge they invade, and boards of
trade and other capitalistic appendages have no
objeqtions'to»offer.gz.

\ i ' ‘
And finally, a woman from Heilburg, Saskatchewan, reminded

Albertans ghat the black settieré were not, after all, very

numerous, "Sureﬁy you Canadians can tolerate a few hundred
|

Negroes if tlie people' of the South can live with thousands

of them/"93

That vast majority of Albertans who felt threatened
by the immigration of blacks soon found a champion in the

political arena. The provinceﬂs Liberal 'government, led by

4

Arthur Sifton, brother of the former Minister of the Inter-
ior, steered clear of the issue. But the opposition Con-

servatives seized upon it eagerly. In April, a Conserv-

™

ative meeting in Edmonton was treated to a rousing address
by C.E. Simmonds of Leduec,

Like the province of British Columbia being calleé T
'Yellow British Columbia', our own province might be
called 'Black Alberta'...We do not want to have this
name attached to us, nor do we want to have the pro-*
vince black in spots. I can only seé one way out of <«
this difficulty and this is to put the present govern-
ment out of power and bring in one who will listen to
our pleas...94 . ‘ °

’

Two weeks earlier, as Sneed's grdup neared the..border,
the issue had surfaced in Parliament. Surprisingly, it was

not the‘bonservative opposition nor the Liberal M.P;fs from

' B -
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Alberta and Saskatchewan who first demanded ’an explanation

-

of the government's policy rgga:diﬁglh%ack immigration.
Instead it was A.H.‘Cla;k%; a Liberal from the heavily;bla;i
Ontario constituéncy,of South Fssék‘who spoke first. ‘While
qpestionihg Olivgr, Clarke showered praise upon Canada's
black comﬁunity, "Coloured people in my expe}ience‘has been
amoﬁgst the most loyal citizehg of this countryt They have
been true to tﬁe.British flag and I think they are worthy

to be reckonea amongst the people of Canada.'" Clarke's
question had most Iikely been pre—arranged,Aan invitation

to the Minister to make a speech explaining and justifying
the gerrnment's’stand on Black‘immigratioq. Oliver's res-
ponse assured black voters that Canada's immigration policy
was absolutely impartial, '"the exclusion officers take
measures to prevent the entry of all peréons who may be con-
sidered undesirable under our law, without any distinction
of racegxzalour or previous condition of servitude." But\
tglappeasg‘the west, Oliver also suggested';hat existiﬁg

ivmigration regulations were infinitely flexible, and could

easily keep out undesirable blacks,

~...There are many cases where the admission or ex-
clusion of an immigrant depends upon a strict or a
lax interpretation of the law, so that if the immi-
grant is of what we might call the desirableé class
then they are administered laxly, and if he is of
the presumably less desirable ¢tlass then they are
administered more restrictedly.95

In April 1911, the easfern Canadian press seized eager-
ly upon the black immigration issue, ﬁhblishing a number of

sensationalized accounts. For example, headlines in the

> .
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Montreal Héréld read, "Negroes Ousting Whites in Alberta."

1

The Ottawa Free Press reported, "Negro Settlers Troop 1into

West,_Edménton'PeoplejComplaiﬁ to Minister of the Intefidr

of ,the_Influx."96

1 The.résbonsg of ne&spgpef§ in Alberta( was generally

much more subdued. At first, even after the arrival of

Sneed's~cont{ﬁgent of 174 blacks, they found little cause )

- for alarm. Ia ay; March 24, 1911, editorial headed "Jack-

Frost as Immigra{igﬁﬁgfficeg”, the Edmonton Journal confi-
[ ‘ . i
dently asserted that "the climate of our western countryﬁq?i

to that of the South."97

’

Several days later, the Journal's editor extended a luke-

’
»

warm welcome to the newly arrived blacks,

Under the circumstances we can but wish him well

in his new home and express the hope that he may so-
conduct himself that he will live, down the unfriendly
and distrustful spirit which exists towards him.98

And the Calgary Herald reassured its readers with the head-

line, "Negroes Not Menace to Morals."> 2 Soon after, this
attitude chaﬁged.drastically as the press became caught up

in the wavel of panic which déVeloped from the Hazel Huff

affair. However, after the initial excifement dief~downv

‘énd the incident was proved to be a hoax, the newspapers

returned to their cautious and conciliatory stance. The

&

amount of news and editorial space devoted to the black

4

immigration issue was surprisingly small. Perhaps the news-

wen were so preoccupied by the intricacies of the reciproec=-,

b / Y .
ity debate, that they were unaware of-tze controversy which

raged on their doorsteps. A more likely\EEETznatlgn is
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,blaﬁks alteady in- the province, .they were

L ) <. ’ ~
' »

that tHey‘did not wish to'agéramate'an already dangerously

inflamed pubIic opinion. JEven the Edmonton Journal, a
Lonservative newspaper, seemed intentvon’calﬁing the situ-
ation., dn May 13, 1911, the Jou!%al tecorded an.American
visitor's impressions of the btacks in the Jun*ins settle—

ment. Under the -headline, "This Virgiqian Says‘tﬁe Junkins

~

Negro- Makes a Good Farmer'", the visitdt‘mildly rebuked Al-

.

bertans for their éppositidn to black settleﬁ nt,

You seem to have a wrong imﬁressibn of these ne-

groes, 1f I may say so. There are Negroes in the
South whé lay around in the sun and neVver do a hand's"
turn of work, but that isn't your Junkins Negvo. =~ =

You're going to see the day when you'll be proud of
him. He 1is'a worker, he's educated he's.intelligent.
I tell you sir, he's a very advanced agriculturalist.
Some of the Junkins Negroes have 'sent to Chicago ta,
get their dairy stock. They have cows, pilgs and .
chitkens and crops and lots: to eat. They are hospit—
able and intelligent. They are doing the besg work

we saw being done in all that countryV .I'm surprised .
and proud to have to say it, sir.loo . =

This glowing report was pronounced’ "gratifying" by the

Journal's editoria{ists.lOLﬁff .

Although Alberta's hewspapers‘qrged ac‘eptance qf‘those

-«

ther black immigration. A Journai editorial suggested the.
, N o o o
implementatiog/$¥ Section 38(c) of the Immigration:Acgf

"which prj}iéas that the Governor-General in Council may pro-

hibit the

\

Slandiﬂg of any class of immigrants deemed unsuit-

able to 'hg‘climate or requirements of Canada."loz\

In an
editoriaixon ‘May 30y the Bui;étiﬁﬂundertook the task of

explaining the west' -8 opposition to black immigration,

It would be wrong to assume that all or even the
majority of those who look with disfdvor on the pros-
~>

101

pposed to any f'ur"/,w
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pect of a large influx of coloured people into
the Canadian West are animated by any sentiment‘a
of hostility toward the. Negro race, or that they
are even lacking in a proper sympathy for the .

— members of this unfortunate and outrageously used //
branch of the. human family.
The objections of white Albertans, intoned the Bulletin,
were motivated not by racial Prejudice or the dread of
R ‘ 3
economic competition, but by the fear that the immigré}ion
of large numbers of blacks would spark racial confl%ct such
103 |
as that which plagued the United States.,
Immigration Branch officials were both disma&ed and

alarmed at the west's,ppen display of anger during th{ spring

of 1911. -Obviously some action had to be taken, and quickly,

before the situation got completely out of hand. Oliver de-

~——

cided to attack the problem at its source: Oklahoma. 1In

4

-

May 1911, Speers was once more dispatched on a mission, this . //
. NG

time an exceedi ... delicate_one. His principal task was \—\\V//. é
to persuade blaick clergymen and educators that tnéir people %
should remain :~ OkMzhoma. Thus, the Canadian Governmen; :
found itself‘conducLing two propaganda campaigns in the /f

e
C

United States, with opposite objectives. The intensive ef-'

W R e

H

fort aimed at luring white Americans to Canada would now be
countérbalénced by an equally Vigorous campaign to convince

-

black Americans to stay home. ‘

.,
e

A~
-
In retrospect, Speers' tactics appear bizarre. Much

of his campaign had a religious flavor, meant to appeal to
the beliefs and emotions of the black clergy. Rev. S.S.

‘Jones, President of the O oma Baptist State Convention,

received a particularly) eloquent plea, —/////




The jewish [sic] people, for example, in their
strange wanderings and vagaries over the world, are
scattered in every country and are still looking
for their return to Jerusalem, and you know by their
history, how they have suffered in many countrifs.
They say to this day... 'Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Name
ever Dear to me'. I might add that many coloured
people who persist in going to other countries,
breaking up their homes, wasting what they have ac-
cumulated through frugality and industry/ dissatis-
fied in their own sphere,_unles?\&hgy’?%ie‘the advice
set forth by you, will use the words, 'Oklahoma,
Oklahoma, Name Ever Dear to Me. When will my troubles
have an end, in Joy and Peace and Thee"lOA

Speers' methods Qere apparently effective. A highly impres-

sed Rev. Jones promised to use his influence "to retard the
.
movement of my people to that cold country, believ!ng it to

w105 ¢

be in their interest, In an editorial, the Baptist

Informer, a widely read black newspapef, agreed wholehearted-
~nlorme ‘

ly with Speers' arguments,

..s0 far as I am concerned I don't expect to go to

Canada, nor Mexico nor any other place. I am going
to stay in Oklahoma; when I leave here I am going to
heaven. ’

The Negro in Oklahoma should quit selling his land
and possessions and running.around over these United
States and foreign countries.  Let your bucket down
and fight it out right here.loe‘ ’

May 12}1, was an auspicious ménth for the Immigration
o
Branch. fgeve£;1 significant events made a gradual waning
of black interest in Canada seem likely. Fir%t, there was
the conspicuous success of Agent Speers' trip to Oklahoma.
Speers was confident that he had made a lasting impréssion

on many influential black leaders and that he had also con-
. Iy ~
vinced a number of Ametican railways to dease encouraging

blacks to emigrate. Then, on May 22, the United States ®

Supreme Court ruled that the "Grandfather Act', which had

103
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disfranchised much of Oklahoma's black population, was

unconstitutional. The Immigration Branch hoped this action

would eliminate much of the discontent among Oklahoma

blacks.107 Finally, on May 23, the Department learned that

the Haslam Land and Investment Company haa abandoned its

Previously announced plan to bring 150 blacks into Alberta.

N

A ghblic opposition and government pressure had soured them

on the proposal.108 Encouraged by these reports, W.J. White

assured the Edmonton Bulletin on June 5, thag "the immi-
gration of Negro settlers qum/fﬁé U.S. has been effectually
checked by a quiet campaign." According to the Bulletin,
the Inspector of U.S,. Agencies was certain that changes to
existing legislation would not b; necessary.109

But'in actual fact, Oliver had tried to introduce
restrictive legislation only the week bdfore. On May 31,
he presented to Cabinet an Order in Council undéf Section 38¢
of the Immigration Act, "...that for a period of one year...
the landing in Canada shall be prohibited, of any immigrant
belonging to the Negro race, which race is deemed unsuitable
to the climate ana&requirements of Canada."110 It seems odd
that Oliver chose this time to introduce new. regulations.
He ha. been struggling with the problem for well ;ver a yeéf
withou’ﬁresorting to such drastic measures. And events dur-
ing gﬁg month of May made it seem likely that the govern-
ment's campaign of dissuasion and informal restriction would

soon  be crowned with success. From a practical- standpoint,

the new regulations were unneéessary.\ But politically, they

mj&wﬁ;d‘l‘-ﬁb A £ IR LR



may have been essential. On March 23, Edward G. Robinson,
the Assistant Superintendent of Immigration, had warned
Oliver to expect a serious political backlash from the west,
You are well aware Hf the manner in which the
.residents of British Columbia received what they
termed the neglect of action on the part %o f the
government and the manner in which they expressed
* their disapproval...I fail to see wherein negroes
are more desirable than the ye#low races, and 1if
some drastdc acf{on to prevent the threatened influx
is not taken, the Government 1is likely to recelve

the same reprimand from portions of Alberta and
Saskatchewan to which the Negroes are broceeding.111

Oliver was forced to khoose between two equally undesirable
alternatives. He‘could quietly continue the informal ex-
clusion campaign and risk losing his political power base.
Or he could appe;se'his constituents by taking strong peas-
ures to counter the immigration of blacks and accept the
risks éntailed in openly disériminating. Oliver chose the

latter optionl Undoubtedly, it was the choice -which most

appealed to his own views on immigration._'Nevertheless, the
Order in Council was never enacted. Ldkely, it was vetoed
by Laurier. With a federal election in the near future,

the Prime Minister wished to avoid irritating black voters
unnecessarily. Moreover, there waé the,donstant risk of a
d{plomatic gift with the United States. And lastly, Laurier
may have considered the informal program of restriction al-
ready in effect, sufficient to keep black Americans out of.
Canada.112

— With legislative action rulgd out, the Immigration

Branch renewed its propaganda activities in Oklahoma. Mind-

ful thét many black clergymen were actively encouraging the

105
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movement, Immigration officials decided to oppose it on

~N
\\ \the same terms. They hired a black clergyman, G.W. Miller

\\of Chicago and sent him to Oklahoma to preach against emi-
\

gratlon. During the months of June and July, Miller sent

the Supe}igtendent of Immigration daily reports of his

sits to the heavily ‘black Oklaghoma towns of Muskogee,

Okmu \‘/Bgleetkav Clearview, Boley, Guthrie, Oklahoma City,

Watongo, Bristow, and\§apulpa. In one of his progress re-
' N
) ~
ports, Miller described his tactics

I begin by describing min&(ely what happened to
me at the boundary when 1 entered Canada and con-
tinue by describing my intervi with the Commis-
sioner of Immigration...the des iption of the snow-
storm which I witnes ed during my\krip to Canada;
the short season, thelate frost in June and the
early frost in August...My aim in talking to these
people is not only to discourage their éoing to
Canada but to make them see that they have “much to
be thankful for here in this country so rich"™ 1n

‘soil and climate. 113 ‘;\ | -

Repoftedly, Miller also told his 1listeners that he had\
"seen the coloured people frozen along the roadside, just \\\

like fencepo%ts and that they would remaiﬁ in that position

until the spring thaw out,"11%

Miller's stories were apparently as effective as they
were lurid. On July 17, he reported that his unfavorable

depictions of Canada had spread throughout the state and as

a fesult, "The Canadian boom-is rapidly dying out."llS
For a time, it seemed that Milier was correct. The
last few months of 1911 were relatively quiet. In November,

Oliver boasted to Parliament that the immigration of blacks

w116

had "to all intents and purposes, ceased. At that point,

-
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Oliver was no longer speaking as Minister of the Interhor.
On September 21, 1911, the Laurier government had been de-
feategd at the polls by Robert Borden's Conservative party.

}ut the lull in black immigration for which Oliver claimed

~credit, proved to be only temporary. In Fébruary 1912, the

Kansas City agent reported that not all blacks had given up

their dreams of Canada,

For a time it appeared as if the 'Coloured Movement'
from this field Canada-ward had been checked to such
an extent that it seemed reasonable to suppose this
problem would furnish little if any further difficulty.
But recent developments clearly point to the facdt that
the question is by no means settled. Evidences are
multiplying which show beyond all doubt that hundreds
of coloured families are planning to move to western
Canada when spring opens.117 .

Conditions in Oklahoma had not improved with the judi-
cial overturning of the ”prandfaﬁhgr Act". In fa*t,<they
were becoming worse, makiﬁg blacks more anxious thgn ever

. y
to léave the state and less apt to be discouraged by the
Immigration Branéh'§ stories of hard work and a har'sh clim-
ate. One‘hopeful black i@pigrant wrote the Branch, "I am
not afraid of'cdld and hardspips as I know nothing else.”118

Robert Rogers, the new‘bonservative Minister of the-
IAterior, and the Immigration Branch acted swiftly to counter
the renewed threat of black imﬁigration. A Canadian Govern-
ment Agent was posted directly to Oklahoma City to cut ofg
Fhe\iﬁmigration at its source. Dr. Jones, the b}ack clergy-~
man who had been so impressed by Agent Spelrs' propagénda,
was placed on the Department payroll and assigned the task -

of dissuvading blacks from emigrating.119 And White caution-

107
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the American railways which operated betw!&n Oklahoma

and the Canadian border, that they would have to bear the
cost of returning rejected black immigfants to Oklahomai

There is no doubt that, unfitted as they <are, a

great many of them will be rejected at the boundary

and the railroads will be forced to take them back,\//‘

whi would mean an expense and inconvenience to the N
lroads.lzo ‘ ,

The assist;nce of the American rallways gré§t1y4a{Qeg the
gdvernment's exclusion effort. It wés bad enough that
'b&ack‘immigrants had to pay more for rail transportation in
Canadg than other immigrants. No; it would be increasingly
difficult for them to find a railway willing even to trans-
port;them %g}fﬁ§~§3Tdef. ‘But thé government did not vet
feel compietely.secure. The final precaution came in Jul§
1912, when it informed the American Consul-General iﬁ Ot -
tawa that blacks would no longer be permitted to enter
Canada even as tourists.lz2

After 1912, information in the Immigration Branch's

black immig.atisn file becomes sparse. Perhaps black Okla-

homaﬁs gradua. ‘ost interest in Canada, pursuing instead
the more promis . economic opportunities;fffered by the
northernlindustrle: cities. As well, reports of the ever-
increasing numbers o D)acks‘}ejected at the Canadian border

undoubteély discouraged many frou attempting‘the trek. -And
finally, the'outbreak o the First World War in 1914, had.
a generally dampening effect on all forms of immigration.
But for whatever reason, the immigration of thousands of

Oklahoma blacks into Canada was no longer a serious threat.

108
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Nevertheless, the Im?Igration Branch remained vigilant.
In 1916, despite the severe wartime labour shortage, the
Immigrayion Branch denied a Welland Canal contractor per-

mission to import twenty-five black labourers from Baltimore.
[ :

Blacks were also excluded from the department's campaign to
obtain American farmhands to help with wartime harvests.

And black Americans were refused permission to join an all-

black Canadian Army Construction Batallion.123
! .

)
The Immigration Branch's caution was justified by -

casional increases of black interest in4Canada. In 1924,
American newspapers published an article claiming that Cana-
da was offe;ing‘special inducements to black immigrants.
lTﬁe article prggptéd ; barrage of eager inquiries to the

Immigration Branch from all over the United States.lza Some

' i
black residents of Alberta actively encouraged those still_~

in the U.S. to'immigrate. In 1920, the Manitoba Free Press

reported that Rév. George W. Wasﬁington of St. Mark's Church

of the First-Born in Edmonton planned to settle American

blacks in the Peace River district.125 In 1923, the Alberta

v

Negro Colonization and Settlement Society was established 1in

Edmonton. Its goal was "to colonize and settle Negyoes from

i nl26

the different partsgof the world on Alberta lands. The

-ambitious nature of the society's recruitment effort is in-
dicafed by the fact that the 1mmigration Branch received a
"copy of the society's by-laws from the Canadian Government

Agent in Harrisburg, Pen‘lylvénia.= It seems that the society

may even have succeeded‘in convincing some Pennsylvania -

. .

®



woram Ty

110

blacks to emigrate, as the Harrisburg Agent requested in-
structions for dealing with a certain black who wished to
immigrate. He received an interesting response,

It would be well to write to Mr. Moody and explain

to him that some years ago there was a similar move-
ment started to western Canada and while, at the first,
it was hoped it would succeed, the Department found it
necessary, after seeing the numerous failures, to close
down on the movement for the protection of the settlers

themselves.127

Even at this late date, after almost fifteen\&ears of inform-
al exclusion, tdg\ﬁgve;nment was"unwilling t§ be candid a-
bout its attitude gowérﬁs black immigrants. In fact, it was
unabashedly attempting to create a new myth, that the Immi-
gration Branch had initially encouraged the immigration of
glacks to Canada And regretfully withdrew its support only
after rgpeéfed failures.

N u

Throughout Ehe 1920s, the prospect of renewed black
v

immigration continued to concern Immigration officials.

Border inspectors were exhorted to reject as many black immi-

grants as possible. Sections of the Immigration Act cited
as particularly useful were those cdncerning immigrants con-
victed of crimes involving moral turpitude (3d), prostitutes
or those living off the avails of prostitution (3e&f), those
likely to become a public charge (3j), and individuals of
chroni}ﬂpsychopathic inferiority (3k),

Some inspectors seem to -be under the impression

that if a coloured person is an American citizen,

and appears to be in good health and has the required

amount. of money, he must be admitted. A strict exam-

ination, however, will often reveal some statutory _

cause for rejection under section,3(d) (e) (f) (j) or
(k)...Special attention should be paid to persons



claiming to be coming to Canada on a visit or return-
ing to homes in Canada’ Under Section 33, s.s.13, a
cash deposit may be taken from a non-immigrant, and
Inspectors are requested to enforce this section in
the case of non—immigraﬁts.128

And so the vigorous excluﬁion compaign continued, long
after Ehe danger of large-scale Elack immigratioﬁ had passed.
It will likely never be known how many Ameriéan blacks suc-
ceséfully avoided the pitfalls of propaganda, border in-
spections and immigration regulations and entered Canada as
immigrants. .The records of thg Immigration Branch ibed no
-1light on the matter since no distinction was made between
American immigrants on the basis of raée. The only black
immigrants enumerated gggarately in immigragiéz 'statistics
were those arfiving at’ocean ports. Récords iﬁdicabe that
between the years‘1907—l914,'843 biacks came to Canada by
ship.129 Most were from the West Indies and we?e bound for
Ontario'and the Maritimes, regions which already had large
black populatiéns. Apart from the inciéents in Estevan and
Virden, they caused QO'controversy and attracted Iittle
attenfion from ::-her the public 6? the Immigration Branch.
Yet ironmically, in the west, the arrival of oniy a few hun-
dred more blacks was enough to spark a serious crisis.

According to the Cen5us,“there were only thirty~seven
blacks in the North—hest Tefritory in 1901.130 By 1911,
there were 979 blacks in Alberta and 336 in Saskatchewan.131
After 1911, few black Americans succeeded in croséing the

border into Canada. The 1921 Census indicates that Alberta's

black population increased by only 69 in the preceding decade
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and Saskatchewan's by.60. Probably, the added numbers

were the result of natural increasg rather than 1mmigrdtionf
It seems reasonable to conclude thereforiﬁ that apbrox#mate—
1y 1,300 blacks'arrived in Alberta And Saskatchewan f;om
the United States during the first two decades of the cent-
ury. This figure is miniscule considering that a total of
658,587 Americans immigrated to Canada during the years
between 1901 and 1911. During the péaL year of 1911 alone,
121,451 Americans crossed the\botder.133

The panic engendered by the arrivai of such a s;éil
group of black immigrants séems grossly disproportionafe,
Similar oppositioh fo Asian immigrantsjdid not'develop until

many thousands h;d actualiy entered the country. But {it"

seémed that even the thought of black immigration was offen-

e Gtekesma

sive.to western Cénadians. Aware of the acute racial strife
in the Uhitgd States; many of thém having experienced the

situation first—hana;’they feared the development of simi- i
lar prbBlems in western Canada. ' Another reason for the over , . i

reaction may have been the propensity of both promoters and

’
Y.
i

opponents of the ‘movement to exaggerate the ﬁ;mber of blacks -

v

who had immigrated to Canada or planned to immigrate. Al-

most every week, newspapers reported the arrival of untold.
[
thousands of black Americans. In the absence of more reli-

able information, Canadians could only imagine themselves

being inundated in a black tidal wave. Thus, much of the - ;

hysteria was directed at immigrants vho existed only in the

public imagination. -




Yet, it is possible that the much féared massive

“immigration of blacks could indeed have taken place. Ameri-

can blacks had established a long tradition of migration
movements, culminating in the massive migrations to Kansas ;
d‘aﬁd Oklahoma. The social and political cOnditioﬂs for a -\th
“other migration certainly existed in the Oklahoma of 1 Of}lf
In the light of this, and given the attitudes of western( \\ -
Canadians, the Immigration Branch may have been justified ‘ _J1
in the measures it took‘tq restrict black immigration. ,
These measures, heavy—handed though they may have Seen;wac—
curately reflected both the public willvand the Immigration_
Branch's long-established and widely accepte& policy of

discouraging the immigration of seemingly unassimilable

peoples.
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CHAPTER S5: Amber Valley: The Establishment and

Development of a Black Community

As a result of the immignation from Oklahoma, Alberta
had several well-defined pockets of black settlement by 1911.
Almost 40% of the black immigrants settled in the province's
two majo; urban centres where they found employment as con-
struclion labourers or railway porters. —~The Targest number ‘\
lived in Edmonton which had 298 black residents compared
with Calgary which had only seventy-two. Another forty %~
blacks were scattered among the towns and villages of cen-

. Q
tral and southern Alberta.‘ Most of the remaining 581 black

Albertans lived on\homesteads in four heavily-black rural
centres: Campsie near Barrhead; Breton, south-west of Edmon-
ton; Junkins (now known as Wildwood) on the Canadian North-
ern line east of Edson; and Amber Valley (originally Pine
Creek), located east of the tOWn.Of Athabasca.1 The focus C:>T<:
of this chapter is Amber Valley, the largest and most |
successful black settlement in Alberta,?

In many ways, the story of Amber Valley ie a familiar
one. Its peqple shared the same hopes and dreams and the -
same moments of bleak despair of most Alberta homesteaders.
They faced the challenges of isolation climate, crop fail-
ure and unending labour. ~And yet, because they were black,
they were nifferent. Unlike other homesteaders, the blacks
of Amber Valley brought with them indelible memories of |

prejudice and racial violence; memories which inevitably



.affected their attitudes towards the outside world as well
as the type of community they ultimately developed. More-
over, the province's white majority did Nt expect the |
blacks of Amber Valley to succeéd, believing them to be
lazy, mentally inferior, latently criminal and unsuited Eo
e climate.‘ This was a heavy burden of false perceptions
with which to begin 1ife in a new country. Even today,
misconceptions~aboutiAmber Valley abound. Many maintain
at the Oklahoma blacks were not given a free choice of
locations, that Dominion Land Agents purposely guiéed them
to an isolated area of inferior land. Another comm§n im-
pression is that the blagks were indifferent farmer;\and
the settlement ultiﬁately unsuccessful, But perhaps the

7

"most pervasive belief concerning Amber Valley is that from
ghe outset a spirit of harmony and goodwill prevailed be-
twépé the black homesteaders and their white neighbors.

/ This chapter will examine the process of settlement
and community development in Ambér Valley in the light of
the mythology which surrounded the settlement at‘its in~
ception, and still persists in altered form today.

At first glance, the Athabasca region éeems a peculiar
choice for homestead settlement. In 1910, the littlé town
of Athabasca was isolated and.uninviZing, tenuously linked
to the outside world by'a narrow muidy trail. The trip to
Edmo;ton took two days on4the stage. Those who travelled
by foot could hope to cover a maximum of twenty—five miles
per day.3 As contemporary accounts indicate, the trip was
~_ . -

N

N
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arduous 4t the best of times, and eéﬁecially so if the
trail was wet,
The road winds about through the dreary scrub;
one mudhole succeeds another, each apparently deeper
than the former, and at length the buggy sinks in
a creek where mud 1s bottomless, till nothing is
visible but the box which seems to float. In such
circumstances the driver is helpless till a friendly

freighter comes along and with his heavy team pulls
the vehicle onto terra firma. 4

Upon reaching the Athabasca district, prospective
settlers could hardly be blamed for mondering if the trip
~was worth the effort. Most Jf the land was covered by
swamp and demnse poplar or sprdce forest. The soil, classi-
fied as a '"grey, woogad" type, was much inferior in‘quality
to the black loam still available on homesteads elsewhere
in the provimce. Only with careful management could‘it be -
expect:d to produce well. In short, from an agricultgral
point of view, the Athabasca region was far from impressive.
Yet curiously, in 1910, it was considered a highly desir-
able location for homestead settlement. ‘b

The reasons for this unlikely popularity of the~
Athabasca district may be found in the little known stoty
of the town of Athabasca itself. By 1910, it had already
enjoyEd a relative%y leng amd exciting history. Founded in
1875 as a Hudson;s Bay Cempany transportation centre’, it
achieved world-wide fame during the 1890s as part of the
‘ "All-Canadian" route to the Yukon goldfields. Durimg the
decade following the gold f:?h, the first intrepid home-

steaders arrived, filing on quartef sections close to the

existing sett:]:ement.5 But until 1910, Athabasca's growth
B ) w

[
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was slow. Then, fuelled by rumors of railways, reports df
bumngr crops and unabashed boosterism, the slewpy settfé—
meﬂt was suddenly transformed into a boom town.

The prospect of extensive railway developmen pro-
viéfd'the first:boost to Athabasca's fortunes. In 1910,
the Trans-Canada Pacific and Hudson's Bay Company Railway
announced plans to constrqct a line from Hudson Bay to the
newly opened Peace River district bylway of the town of
Athabasca. The Canadian Northern Railway-prbposed the con-
struction of two lines to the settlement; one from North
Battleford and the other from Edmonton. Even the miéhty
Canadian Pacific Railway was rueprH ts have plans of ex-
tending its line from Lloydminsier to Athabasca.6 Alas,
only one of these railroads was evér to materialize, the
Canadian Northern branchldne from. Edmonton, completed in
1912. But in those heady days of 1910, it seemed that
Athabasca was destined to becéme the most important trans-
portation centre in northern Alberta.

Naturally, the expectation of railway development con-
siderably brightened(the district's agricultural prospects.
Moreover, exéggerated reports of good soil and exceptionally
high initial yields fuelled hopes that the Athabasca district
would become the provincé's‘major gfain producer. Under the
ideal climatic conditions which prevailed during 1909 and
1910, Athabasca farmers producéd a pér acre average of 26
bushels of hheat,'Gl bushels of oats and 38 bushels of bar-.

1ey.7' These figures. are consi&érably higher than the aver-

123



age yield per acre in later years of 19 bushels of wheat,
31 bushels of oats and 23 bushels of barley.8 Optimistic-

ally the Athabasca Northern News urged farmers to grow

wheat, the crop that would "Boom the Landing”.9

Athabasca's numerous boosters energeticallv trumpeted

the town's prospeéks. A blizzard of promotiona . n~hlets
descended upon the,Q&ited States, Britain,and ea: . ‘anada,
courtesy of the ambitious and newly established Ath “as: -

.

Board of Trade. The pamphlets, Predicting that Athaba- a

would become a major industréal centre and Alberta's thir-

largest city, werg also reprinted in the Edmonton Bulletin,

Manitdba.Free Press; Toronto Globe and Montreal's Familz

Herald and Weekly Stéf}o As well, the Athabasca Northern

News, orienttd more to. blatant boosterism than to journal-
ism, was distributed widely throughout Alberta.

The propaganda campaign proved irfesistibly attratg@ve

to settlers and shystersjalike. 7he town of Athabasca vir—‘

’

tually exploded, increasing in po&ulation from 200 i; 1910
to almost 2,000 three years latexl;'.11 With_the people came
bus}ness ana industry and éll th’ trappings of a}metropolis.
By 1912, long distance telephone . service was~eétablished,
| y

an extensive water system was be‘ng installed, gas pipe was
purchased and street cars were or order. As the town grew,
the price of land escalated rapidly. Town lots which were
worth $300 in 1910, sold for $3,obo to $5,000 in 1912.12

Unfortunately, it did not take long for Athabasca's

o .
bubble to burst. The decliqg%Pegan with a fire in 1913
\

NN
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which destroyed most of the business district. Soon after,
all the railroads but one cancelled their plans to build
through Athabasca and the Hudson's Bay Company decided to

move 1its quarters to Fort McMurray: The inevitable result

" of these fateful events was an exodus of townspeople and

settlers from which Athabasca never recovered. Soqp the

ambitious little town was little more than an agricultural

13 ‘ TN
service centre. //

—

Athabasca's heyday may have been short-lived, but
while it lasted, the town was probably the most'exciting
spot in Alberta. Undoubté¢dly thereforé, the earliest black
settlers came to the Athabasca region of their own accord,
attracted by the glowing publicity reports and:;umors of

railways and broductive soil. Later arrivals followed be-
cause of a wish to settle close to relatives 6} friends or

simply to be near Qembers of their own race. For Jefferson
Davis Edwards, this wish was foremost in his mind when he
arrived in Edmonton in July 1910,

When I first came and was wondering where to go

the talk around the Immigration Hall in .Edmonton
was about this land up north. How it was good-
land, good for wheat and mixed farming. So I
wanted to investigate 1t. Also some coloured folks
had already taken up a homestead there. I guess we
are just like other people. Take a Frenchman, if a
Frenchman settles in a place, other Frenchmen will
settle near him. If a Ukrainian locates in a place
then the Ukrainians move in. I guess that is the
way it is with us..,

After completing the arduous trek from Edmonton, the
Oklahoma blacks did not linger long ih the immediate vicin-

ity of the town of Athabasca. By 1910, most of the best

< v
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land near the community had already been taken up by white
homeSteade:s.‘ Americans were the ﬁredominant ;roup, form- N
ing 39%Z of the white population, followed by 25% Canadian,
19% British and 17% F‘.uropean.15 vIn keeping with the tradi-
tion established during the earlier migratidns to Kansag and
Oklahow&, the blacks sought isolation from the white popu~-

lation and the oppditunity to establish a self-sufficient

1

all-black community. Finally they halted some fifteen miles

east of- the town of Athabasca, in a district already known
e . .

as Pine Creek and which they later re-named Amber Valley.
There are few sources of accurate information con-
cerning the establishment of the black settlement of Amber
Valley. The most reliable are the Homestead Records W
of the Department of the Interio; which contain §ﬂwéalth

of information about the origins, age,'famlly size and agri- ;o
. ﬁl"p
“&

cultural "activities of Albefta homesteaders. An examin;._ @@m~

Y I
ation of the records reveals that between 1910 and 1913 .

approximately 317 black men, women and children settled on
ninety-five homesteads in the Amber Valley area. Twenty- .
two homesteads were claimed in 1910, followed by thirty-six

during the peak settlement year of 1911 and thirty-seven

during the two Succeeding years.16

The black homesteaders differed in many ways from

their white neighﬁbtgf\JThe average age of the black set-

. tlers was thirty-six. More than 60% were married, with an

average family size of four.17 In contrast, a study of

129 Athabasca area settlers contained in a M.A. thesis,
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"The Process of Rural Settlement in the Athabasca Area,
Alberta" by Donald Stone, indicates th&{ ;he aVerage age
of Athabasca settlers was thirty-four. Slightly 1;;5 than
half of the Atbabasca ;ettlers studied were married, with
4n average family size of three.18

The pattern of land settlement in Ambe; Valley dif-
fered significantly from other Athabasca districts which
were settled by whites. Mogﬁ American and European immi-
grants arrived in Albert;}as individuals or with members éf
their immediate family. Im contrast, the Oklahoma blacks
immigrated in'large, éxtended‘family uﬂ{?s fypically.con—
sisting of a middle aged man with his married sons and their - ‘
families. In one instance, the family bond was so strong
that a father forced his pregnant daughter to accompany the
family to Canada, even though her husband refused to\léave
Oklahoma.19 Upon arrival in Amber Valley, each extendéd
Nfamily generally settled in a clusterlof,adjoining home -
steads. Proximity to faﬁilywand sometimes to friends,was
. the single most important'faétor in determining a blax
homesﬁsader's choice of location. Consequently, fifty-two
of thé ninety five Amber Valley homesteaders settled on
one township (T66, R20, W4). This township contained the
best quality land and attracted most of the settlers who
.arrived in 1910 and 1911. 'The next most heavily settled
township‘was Té6é5, R21, W4, which attracted seventeen'black
isettled
. ) -
on T66, R21, W4, and the remaining twelve were scéttered

settlers. Another fourteen Oklahoma homesteaders

S
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in clusters on three adjoining townships.zo Frequently,

the blackeigftlers selected inferior land which was located

cloée to their family and friends rather than better quality
" land which was further away."21 o
Proximity to water appears to have been the second

most important factor in determining their choice of location.

-

Perhaps drawing from their experience in hot, arid Oklahoma,

the black homesteaders were anxious to secure a reliable

— N

source of water for their livestock. Hencse, diring the
initial year of settlement, 41% filed on land through which

a creek ran. During the following year, 1911, only 14% of
the new arrivals were able to obtain creek land’."22
In terms of the type of vegetative cover preferred, '

the black settlers differed notably from their white neigh-

bors. Stone found that most Athabasca area settlers select-
"

ed land cbvered with swamp or scrub as it.wasxeasiest to
clear, followed by woodland -and brule. Curiously, the black

Oklahoghns reversed the order of preference, choosing wood-

land (44%) over scrub (31%), swamp (l6%) and bruld (9%).23

a

The reason for their strong préference for wooded land 1is
unclear. Oné factor may have been a desire for a conven-
ient supp1y~of firewood ahd‘building materia%s: Or,lthe
black homesteaders‘may have félt that game would be more
readily available on woodland.2% ) C
At the best of times, life on W northern Alberta
homestead was harsh and demanding. The black settlers of

Amber Valley found the initial period of adjustment to an

3
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entYrely new way of life in an isolated communi parti-

cular difficult. It took two days to make'tﬁe rgturn
trip to Athabasca for groceries and supplies, thrpelor four
-days in et weather. From Athabasca it was at ldast Another
two days to Edmonton and the world outside.25 Furthermore,

the black settlers were as isolated culturally as they were

physically. Accustomed go the large black communities éf
the American south, they now found themselves -forming a
tiny black preéence in an overwhelmingly white province.

The uﬁfamiliar climate of northern Afberta caused
great hardship during the\fifSt fey years. Despite the fed-
eral government's warnings of bliiza?dé and freezing cold,’ F\ :
many of the black Oklahomans arrived without heavy clqth— |
ing and warm footwear. The severe winter of 1910—11 caught

‘thpm unéwares. With the mercury plungiqg to -54°C. in .

TPy AN

Januéry,'the black settlers huddled together in communal
26

shelters whiie most of their livestock died from the cbid.
Once the snow had melted, thegsettlers faced yet an-

other ordeal. Most of them as Jeff Edwards remembered, had

settled on land covered with dense growths of\poplar and
spruce: "It was-nothing but bush. If you wanted to see the &

éhﬁ\you;had to look straight up. You couldn't see anything
w27 '

€learing tHis land ;és a slow,

if ygg 105;;&”siggways.

“backb aking task. Most o ~the work was done by hand, with

. the aid of only an.axe and /a grub hoe. The cut dimﬁer was
piled and burn whi}g t tree sgumpS}.;anging ﬁp to thréé
feet in iametjjj\bﬁrer;ﬁrooted“by teams of‘oxen.28 Hordes

\
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of sandflies and mosquitoes tormented both the helpless
beasts and the me&, who covered themselves with netting
from head to waist.29 Because of the denseness of the
bush, few Amber Valley settlers managed to clear{thirty
acres of land within three years, as required by homestead
regulations. Aware of theirddifficulties, the government
granted them an extension of time and eventually reduced
thé requirement to fifteen acres.BO‘

Even after the land was éleared, the Amber Va'ley
settlement was plagued yith misfortune.Oftm% the draft horse
which the settlers had Brought from Oklahoma did not survive
loné in the Athabasca bush. They readily succumbed to a
variety of diseases, most commonly swamp fever and hoof'rot.
To perform the heavy work of breaking the land and prepar-
ing it for cuitivation the settlers were forced to acquire
smaii butAhardy Indian ponies. They found that five of the
ponies were needed to do the work of two good draft horses.31

Because the Oklahoma blacks were éccustomed to grow-
ing onlyfcotton, tabacco or corn,Athey experienced greater
difficﬁigy,adapting to Alberta's grain-based agftculture
than most homesteaders from Europe, Canada and the northern
Upited States. A succession of dishearteniné crop failures
duripg the early years intensified their problems. The com-
muﬁity's first big seeding year was 1918. Eﬁcouraged by
excellent growing conditions, the black‘seétlers anticipated

high grain yields. But on July 23, the day of the settle-

mént(s'annual pilcnic, calamity struck in the form of a heavy
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frost which wiped out the entire crop. 32 As one settler
remembered, it was almost ten years before many Amber Valley
families sold\their first crops. Before that, all they pro-

,duced was used for animal feed and seed for the next year's

33
crop.

Despite the many hardships and calamities they eneoun—
tered, the vést majority of the Amber Valley homesteader§
persevere?, disproving their critics' claims that blacks\were
lazy and incapable of surviving'in the harsh northern Alberta
climate. Only twenty of the original ninety-five Amber Val-
ley settlers abandoned their homesteads before obtaining
patent. Seven of these refiled on better land elsewhere-iﬁ
the district while the rest likely returned to the United

States. For those who remained, the average length of time

required to fulfill the homestead requirements and receive

patent on their land was 5.25 years, somewhat longer than

the 4.73 years needed by most Athabasca settlers.34 This
difference is besf explained by the blacks' preference for
wooded land instead of the easily cleared swamp and scrub
lana favoreddby white settlers. But nevertheless, 71.5% of
thé black settlers had received patent by 1920, coméared with
only 54%Z of Athabasca area settlers as a whole.35

In terms of the improvements made on their homesteads,
the sixty-eight Amber Valiey settlers who received patent by
1920 comparé'faQOIably with the average Athabasca homestead-
er. The black settlers broke an average of thirty-three

acres of land and cropped twenty-eight acres, compared with
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the regional average of twenty-eight acres broken and
twenty-three acres cropped. The average house constructed
by Amber Valley residents was valued at $312 and the average
barn at $152. According to Stone's findings, the buildings
constructed by their white neighbors were somewhat more
valuable, averaging $366 for a house and $196 for a barn.

The black farmers owned less livestock, averaging
1.4 horses and 2 cows each, compared with the average of
1.8 horses and 3.9 cows owned by other Athabasca homestead-
ers. Over a third of the Amber Valley settlers owned ngither
horses nor cattle ﬁhough some of these used mules in place
of horses and owned considerable numbers-of hogs. ' Virtually
every black homesteader kept chickens.36 |

Like most Alberta homesteaders, the ‘blacks ofJﬁmber
Valley found it necessary to supplement their farm income
with outside earnings. The timber which blanketed their
homesteads was a major source of revenue. The settlers
chopped it into firewood, worth $3.50 a cord, and ;hipped
it out of Athabasca by the carload.37 Some of the women
contribufe& to the family income by working as laundresses
for the residents of Athabasca.38 Dﬁ:ing thé harvest season
and winter months, many men left,"their families on.the home-~
stead and went elsewhere in searcdh of employment. Jeff Ed-
wards worked for another Athébasca area farmer for $35 é‘

: ) X
month during the summer and autumn o_f-/l9ll.39 Other "Amber

~

Vallef settlers worked as farm labourers near Edmonton and

in Saskatchewan.
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During the winter of 1911-12 most of the men worked
on the construction of the Canadian Northern branchline from
Edmonton to Athabasca.ao Following the completion of the
railroad, the most common form of winter employment was
hauling freight to thg trading posts operated by the Hud-
~
son's Bay Company and the Revillon Brothers Company at

!

Wabasca, Lac la Biche, F McMurray and Fort Chipewy%n.

.Freighting_was a difficult, kold and often hazardous way to

earn a living. It too} days for the heavily laden,

horse-drawn sleds to travgi the 120 miles from Athabasca to

.

Wabasca. The men who undertook the trip to remote Fort Chip-

ewyan could expect to be away from their hbmes for two or

three months.4

Understandably, a large number of the Amber Valley set-

tlers found.freighting an unattractive occupation. fhey pre-

ferred to spend the winter months~in Edmonton, working in
the meat;phcking industry, as construction labourers or as
hotel porters. Others travelled further afieldvin their
seérch for employment. The coal mines and légging camps of

, .
British Columbia attracted several, and at least one, Willis
Bowen, worked on the construction of the Banff Springs Hotel
in l9i€$é}

During WWI, the blacks of Amber Valley didinot respond

i
to the nation's call to arms as enthusiasticaliy_as their

fellow Albertans. Between 1914 and 1916, Canadian
were-encouraged to join those local regiments that would

"accept them. Among those who enlisted were two/of the sons-
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of the well-known southern Alberta rancher, John Ware, one
~

\

of whom was killed%in action. Unfortunately many Canadian
whites objected to the prospect of fighting side by side
with black soldiers. Col. Sam Hughes, the Minister of Mili-
tia and Defense, received disturbingly frequent reports of
black volunteers being rejected outright by recruiting of-
ficers in Pictou County, St. John and Edmonton. Despite his
earlier inéistence that the formation of an all-black regi—
ment Qould be as impracticable as "a regiment of one-eyed
‘"men or men with vyellow mustaches or’red hair", Hughes was
forced tq field to demands for a segregated army.43
Consequently, the No. 2 (Negro) Construction Battalion
was formed on Juiy 5, 1916, and sent to France tb underﬁéke
logging, milfﬁng and shipping work for the army. Recruiting
was carried on in\all centres of black population. On Octo-

|

ber 7, 1916, a large article appeared in the Edmonton Journal

exhorting, "Colored men to arms! Your liberty is threatened!".

Prospective recruits were reminded of the good treatment they

A
had received in Canada and the debt of gratitude they owed

- the Bfitish Empire,

The men enlisting in the coloured battalion
will be ‘in a position to add glory to their race
and add to the ever-increasing respect in which
they are held throughout the British Empire. The
British with their love of free play have fought
for the freedom Qf the coloured people for many

- years. The law is the same for all races and for
this reason in this greatest of all wars in which
the great empire has flung down the gauntlet on
behalf of liberty and justice men of every race and
creed are fighting shoulder to shoulder against the
Huns.

The allies are fighting for the liberty of
women and children as well as for the liberty of
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the whole human race. Remember that in Canada
coloured men have the vote, they may take up
homesteads and in every way the law of the country
protects them exactly 1e same the white race.
Remember that in the war or ._helir freedom it 1is
estimated that no less t..u 80,.JU0 of Bricish
race fought that they might btain the .iberty..
The time has come when their freedom nd liberty

is at stake. With this war lost b- the Allies, w
might would become right, and liberty and freedom '
become a"memory.44 ’ ‘

/7 N The blacks of Amber‘Valley proved pesistant to tﬁis

appeal. Only five men joined the_battaiion:aForest Bowen, ’
Columbus Bowen, Joseph Whitaker, Bob Jamieson and Richard ‘ <i»
Liﬁscombe.és, There are several possible_reasons,fér ghe

community's low enlistment rate. The- prospect of éniisting T,

~in a labour battalion was likely not as enticing to young

men as serving in the front lines. Moreover, a war fought

A
i

\ in defence of Imperial interests would have little aépeal
forvrecent immigrants from the United States. But 1likely
the most important factor discouraging enlistment was the
fa&ily and financial responsibilities of most of the Amber

Valleylsettlers. The five who enlisted were all single men

.

‘in their early or mid—?&enties. But the majority of the
eligible homesteaders were men‘in their thirties, with un-
paténted homesteads and families to support. They had tob
m;nf,gespbnsibilities at.home’to consider enlistﬁent.
Despite thé many hardships of the early .years, the

'béékbreaking toil, the cold, the isolation and the bitter

.diéﬁbpointments, the community of Amber Valley flourished.

"“Like most pioneer communities, much of Amber Valley's suc- 3

a Cess may be attributed to the cooperative efforts and commun-
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ify spirit.of its residents. One of the first and most
importaﬁt of the innumerable community endeavors was the
establishﬁent of a school. In 191% the Amber Valley échool
board was created with Jeff Edwards as its secretary-treas-
~urer. During that salme year a 24' x 36' wood-heated frame
schoolhouse was Built by the men of the community. Named
in‘honour of Nim Toles, one of _.e first blacks t@ arrive

in the district, the new schor ~or 'd thirty-six students
on its first day of classes.46 L1 01 * children Qere

black, with the exception of the Godbout family, the only

- M

white settlers in the area. The school was. - open for only .

six months of the year, from May to October, closing for the

TP SR T

‘winter because of the cold.

During its first two years of operations, the Amber
Valley school board hired white féachers from outside the
region, Norﬁii McKee and Donald McLeod. Eagh stayed for
only a year, discouraged perhapsrby the isolation and the

annual salary of $390. Between 1916 and 1918, Charles Virtes,

an Amber Valley.homesteader who had been a teacher in Okla-

L R S 50005 A A ¢ SIS S i e il a2 8

homa, took over the teaching duties. And in 1918, fortune
-~
\-)jémiled on the community with the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. W.

Cromwell, college-educated blacks from the United States.

Prevented by prejudice from securiné employment elsewhere,

they taught at Toles School until the 19405.&7 , Ironically,

the racism which limited the Croﬁ@ells' opportunities guaran-

teed the children.of Amber Valley an education far Superior

to that obtaiBable at most rural Alberta schools. It is in-
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teresting to note that the Cromwells made their mark on the
community in more than one{way. It was Mrs. Cromwell who
in 1932 selected the name of Amber Valley.4‘8

By the time the Cromwells arrived, Toles School was
bursting at the seams. The original thirty-six students had
inqreased to forty-five, more than any other one room school
in the proGince. So severe was the overcrowding that the -
children were attending school in shifts, with many of the
older ones studying at home. Eventually, a second room was
added to the school, making it possible for all the students
to attend at once. The extra space also made it practicable

for the Cromwells to offer grades 9 wnd 10, in addition to

LR £

the eight primary ,grades, an unusual accomplishment for a

rural school.49

¢
For the first few years of its existence, Toleg School

served the community as a church as well as a school. It

was not until 1919 that Willis Bowen and Samuel Carothers -
dismantled an old stone building some miles away and reas-
sembled it to form Amber Valléy's first church. The church

was iﬁterdeﬁominational, serving the Anglican, Methodist, -

Baptist and Church of God faiths adhered to by members of
the community.50 The lack of religious unity of the people
of Amber Valley was likely responsible for the long delay in

establishing the church. As well, it likely diminished the

role that religion played in the community. For although
the blacks of Amber Valley were highly religious, there ,was

no/qne religioﬁs lea&ér or cause which they could all support.
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Amber Valley possessed some of the institutions com- v
monly associated with black communities in the United States.
An almost unbelievable number of clubs competed for.the,home—
steade;s’ time and intellectual'energies: The Literary Club
sponsored debates, poetry readings and theatrical events.

The Garden Club, Women's Institute and an enigmatic organiz-
ation called the Good Community League also flourished. Cur-
iously though, the Eastern Star and black Masonic organiz-
ations whigh enjoyed a lively and controversial existence

in most centres of black population, including Edmonton and
Junk£ns, failed to gain a foothold in Amber Valley.

C&nspicuous among all the intellectual and community-
oriented organizations of Amber Valley is the Marcus Ga;vey
Club. The ultimate aim of this association was emigration
to Africa and with this goal in mind it sponsored nurses'
training and a variety of selflﬁmprovement programs.51 The .
existénée of the Marcus Garvey Club i- indicative of a
spirit of black nationalism in Amber Valley.

Undoubtedly, of all Amber Vallgy's commun. v :ctivi-
ties, the most successful and best known were "8 Lics
and baseball teaas. An annual dommunity picn- became a
tradition veéy early in the settlement's existence. By the
1920s it had begome a mammoth two-day affair, prganizep and
presided over in alternate years by Thomas Mappand Jeff
Edwards. Besides an abundance of southern culinéry special-
ties, the picnic featured horsepulling contests, ho?se and

' 52
foot races, baseball tournaments, concerts and dadies.

.
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Much of ghe musical diversion was provided by Amber Valley's
all-black dance band which regularly entertained throughout
the Athabasca region.53 But for the people of Amber Valley,
the picnic could not be considered a true success unless
~their team won the baseball tournament. Thelall—Black Amber
Valley team, cgpached and managed by Jeff Edwards for some

~—
thirty years, was a dominant force 1in northern Alberta base-

'

ball. The team played in tournaments throughout the pro-
vince, becoming Amber Valléy'p best &nowq institution.54

Most of Amber Valléy's énaeavors we&e successful only
because of the cooperation ofkﬁhe entire community. Yet,
as in all homes‘ecading %ettleménts, thefe were a few individ-
uals who stood .u: ause of their special skills, their \
energy or their - nu: sm. Mrs. Amy Brody, who had trained\\
as a nurse and nidwife in the United States, gended the com-
munity's sick and presided over births. Thomas Mapp was one
of the leading farmersyof the Athabasca region, known for
his experiments wigg\Hijferent grains and new agricultural
techniques. Samuel Carothe s became Amber Valley's first
postmaster and grocer, making\the arduous trek by mule team
to Edmonton every few weeks to\bQFain groceries and supplies.55
And yet another Amber Valley settfé;, Richard Lipscombe, be-
came widely-acclaimed as the most hig&iz/gki&ig@ blacksmith

56 \

in the area. \

Foremost among these outstanding residents.was Jefferson

Davis Edwards. Besides organizing the annual picnic and the

baseball team, he coached a succession of black pugilistic
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hopefuls, each of whom achieved a degree of distinction as
the "Athabasca Kid".57 As well, the inde}atigable Edwards
served on the Athabasca Hospital Board, tgé Athabasca Agri-
culturaf/Society and became almost a permanent fixture of
the Amber Valley School Board. He was appointed by the
federal government as the area's ;nuperator’in 1917 and
served as census taker in 1921 and 1931. Anq finally,

Edwards played ‘an active role in the establishment of .the

United Grain Growers, for which he Iéter'receivedﬁsh Alberta
V- v ) :
‘ 5

Pioneer Award from Premier Peter Lougheed. 8

Despite 1its isolatio

links with the other blaék coxymunit

s AmberxVélley maintained close
&es

Many
Ambgr Valley settlers worked in Edmohto he winter
or else had close relatives in thérci | they visited
frequently. Thé annual picnic was Y{nstdumental in promoting
unity and friendly relations among the,.province's blacks.
Blacks from the rural communities of Junkins and Campsie
at;ended in force and marny Edmonton blacks arranged their
'_?hhual vacations to coincide with the picnic. Many young
Amber Valley residents met their future marriage partners
at the piénic, forming new familial relations which further
bonded the different communities together.sg- (
Unfortunately, relations with the white population of
the Athabasca region were not nearly as cordial. £he.blacks
of Amber Valley encountered considerable prejudice when they
N ‘

moved beyond the bounds of their own community. They were

not allowed to attend dances or-other.social functions in

14q
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the town of Athabasca or in districts of mixed black and
»white settlement. Few whites attended the dances held at
Toles School. Discrimination made it virtually impossible
for blacks to obtain employment or accommodation 1in Athabas~
ca.6o Consequently, the 1911 Census lists only one black

resident in the town. By 1921, there were only four.61

\
Not surprisingly, intermarriage between the black and white
communitie£ was virtually unknown. The first mixed marriage
took“piace during the 1930s and interestingly, involved a

white gig} who had only r- ently arrived in the district;
Generally} it would appear that the blacks of Amber Valley
were considered socially acceptable only as entertainers in
a dance band or as athletes on a baseball diamond orlin a
boxing ring. But often evenhthese activities were marred
by racial incidents. Fistfigh;s and racial epithets were
an inevitable accompaniment to baseball games, especially
 when Amber\Valley played its arch-rival, the team from

Athabasca.62

On occasion, racial aiscrimination-affected even the
multi—talented_Jeff Edwardé. In 1921 the Athabasca town
clerk and a number of other residents attemp;gd unsuccess-
fully to prevent his appointment as census enumerator.63
I? thg light of this incident and the prevailing attitude
of racial discrimination, it seems curious that Edwards was
so suqbéssful an obtaining appointments to various boards -

and associations in Athabasca. Poséibly, he was recognized

as an dutstanding individual whose abilities transcended the

/
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barriers of colour. Or his appointments may have resulted
from a notion of 'corporate represenfation". The white
community may have fqlt compelled to accept a representative
from Amber Valley bechuse the black set}lement\made up so
large a partjof‘the re n's population.

Alberta'; other black communities‘experienced‘simil;r

problems of racial discrimination. 1In 1924, the Edmonton

Jdﬁ?gzz5ﬂarm‘Weekly reported on the case of a Campsie black

charged with aésaulting a teacher who refused to allow his
children to attend school. The article ended with the
.

ominous observation, "There is considerable feeling in the

district between the white and black elements.”64 The situ-

I ’ -

ation in Junkins appears to have been no better, ai;hough
inexplicably, a ‘local black, Emﬁanuel C.”Rouse, was a dele-
gate to tue National Conservative Convention in 1930.'65

It seems likely that the worst situation was in Edmop—
ton, which had the largest concentration. of blacks. Rag?sm‘

was most apparent during the height of the controversy ovef

black immigration® In December 1910, the Edmonton Journal

reported t%ﬁt a number of white restaurant patfons had left
{ .

angrily when a "well-dressed black couple” ent:ered.g6 Blacks .
were denied service in two Edmonton taverns in 1912, appar-
ently with the approval of the Attorney-General's departmént(
The Edmonton Capital reported, - ) f

Irate Negroes were turned down services in two
hotels. They ask "Have Edmonton bartenders the right,
to draw the colour line?" The attorney-general's
~-~ department said while 1t gives the hotel keeper the
right to sell liquor, "it cannot compel him to sell
anyone 1f he does not wish to do so'". All this in

-~ N L



spite the Negroes were togged out in the most -
fashionable of American clothes, almost dandi-
fied in their get-up and bearing 67

Also 1in 1912, the Edmonton H8tel nnd Restaurant Employees

Union demanded only white labour in the city's hotels.68
, ~

And in May 1912 the Royal Alexandra Hospital publicly

denied repo{ts that people were being denied admission

69 '
due to "class or colour", ‘ )
. o +

Lurid repoFts of black crime were a favorite feature
‘ .

of the Edmonton Journal during 1912. Ah article in Mafch,

|

headlined, "Many!Dope Fiends Infest Edmonton" reported the

bungled attempt of an "old white-haired negro' to bbtain

i
cocaine from a Jﬂsper Avenue pharmacist at gunpoint.70 In,
I L
March, under the Peadline,'“Jungle Woman's Teeth Ineffect-
‘ua; Defense" the Qournal reported a black woman’svattempt

N -

to resist arrest by fastening "two shining rows of teeth in
;héiforearm of the plainclothesman". 71 On August 16, fifty
men andfyomen were arrested in a raid on the Afro- -Canadian
Colonred Club in Edmonton and charged with being inmates
or frequenters,of a disorderly house. Interestingly, a
city alderman's unexplained invo;vemenf in this case result-
ed in a scandal and thessubsequent resignation oé the Chief
of Police.72 Ten days later, the club was raided again and
twelve blacks were arrested for gambling.73 Also during
August, a black real.éstnte agent, Clifford é}ﬁﬂitchell,
fled the city, lenving behind an\unsgvory record of embez—_

zlement and fraud.74 And inv0ctober, e‘sCartling headline

appeared in the Journal; "Gang of Negresses Prey on White

- . M
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Men'!, The‘accompanying article explained that three black
women had beeh charged yith theft and vagrancy after drag-
gingné number of inebriated men into the~CNR yards and rob- °
E}ng them.75 Doubtless this story provided food for thought )
for fhose Edmontonians who were already deeply concerned

about the supposed threat black men posed to the virtue ~f

white women. But the Edmonton Journal notwithstanding, the

black immigrants do not appear to»have been the fierce crim-
inals that many Albertans expected. Unforthnately, the
records of the Edmonton Police Department are missing for
these years. But the Alberta Provincial Police files contain

evidence of only one black crime. It concerned a black

¢
4
d

woman in Lethbridge who was accused in 1923 oflabducting a
~black child whom she had been babysitting and fleeing to the
United States.76 Undoubtedly, man§ blacks participated in
the barroom brawls and rowdy violence characteristic of a
sociéty one step removed from the frontier. Thegg were aiso
likely some who became invol"d'in the seamier aspects of

Alberta life; prostitution, gambling and the drug trade.

But these were a minority. On the whole, Alberta's blacks
seem to have been a peaceable, law-abiding people, in fact
remarkably so considering the harassment and proyocation
they continually encountered.

In time Edmontonians would lose their obsession with |
the supposed criminality of the black, race. But the racialh
discrimination continued Qnébated._ During the 1920s and R

1930s it was as difficult for a black to find emplbyment




and accommodation in Edmonton as it was 1in Athabasca.77

Daily life was often a succession of petty harassments. N
In‘1924nthe Edmonton City Commissioner banned blacks from
public barks and swimming pools, a decision wiich was later
overruled by city council. ‘At least one Edmonton hospital
refused to accept blacks as patients. They were similarly
barred from a large number of dance halls, skating- rinks

and restaurants. Even some barbers refused to cut blacks'

h@ir.78 .

Strangely, Alberta's early black residents appear to

have been relatively untroubled by the numerous incidents

~

of discrimination they encountered. Newspaper interviews

and reminiscences of Amber Valley settlers inevitably mention
i .

the harmony which existed between the black and white com-

<

munities. For exémple, Thomas Mapp géserted,

We were always well received by our white

s neighbors who have been good friends to us
throughout these years. It sure was differ-
ent from Oklahoma because here we;felt we were
truly free.79 '

In a similér vein, Jeff Edwards remembered,

At first children in the district stared at me
because they had never seen a coloured person
-efore, but they were always kind and polite. It

~as a picneer settlement then and people were glad
of new neighbors. No one had time for petty bicker-
ing. From the beginning, I felt that I belonged.80

It may be that these men put a kindly interpretation on past
events so,as not to stir up long-forgotten antagonisms. But
it should be remembered that before coming to Alberta they

had lived through the legalized segregation, discrimination

5
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and racial violence of the southern United States. In
comparison, the Alberta var%ety of racial aiscrimination,
for the most part‘localized, sporadic and unaqrganizad, must
have seemed relatively benign. And most importantly, it.
did not receive the sanction of the law. . In the eyes of
the government and the courts, all Canadians were equal and
received fair treatment regardless of their colour. For
the black Oklahomans, this factor alone made the decision
to come to Canada_worthwhile.81 The enthusiasm of Alberta's
blacks for their adopted land is borne out By their eager-
ness to become Canadian citizens. By 1921, 74%Z of American-
born blacks in Alberta had become naturalized, compared
with only 61% of the Américan immigrant populationcgs a
whole.82
"Nevertheless, the blacks of Amber Valley went to

gréat lengths to avoid provoking racial incidents. As Jeff
Edwards once explained, even their child-rearing methods
wereg: geared to this end:

i

We try to teach our children not to be ashamed of

being coloured, but we also teach them that they

are a minority and must have the self-discipline

and good judgement not to make an issue out of any

small incident that might arise.83 ‘ _ .

A conciliatory attitude and avoidance of retaliation was
characteristfc of the community. And, in keepiﬁg with the
precepté of Booker T. Washington, éfter whom Jeff Edwards
named one of his sons, they woéked very hard and kept to
themselves. .

It is difficult to assess the success of the Amber

N
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Valley settlement. During the initial homesteading period,
the community thrived, reaching a peak population of over
500 during the 19203.84 But unfort;nately, Amber Valley
did not escape the problems which beset all mature farming
~——

settlements during the next few decades. The plummeting
grain and livestock prices of the depression dealt a devas-
tating blow to farmers. No 16nger able to make a living
from the soil, many blacks left Amber Valley- forever. The
depopulation continued unabated during the 1940s and 1950s.
The soil was too poor and the fapms too small in acreage to
support all the offsbring of the original settlers. Also,
since farming was not a valued occhpaﬁion, many people en-
couréged their children to acquire an education and leave
the farm. Consequently, many moved into Edmonton in search
of more lucrative employment and a number of men joined the
armed forces during World War II.85 By 1963, only twenty
black families remained in Amber Valley. N . -here are
fewer than ten.86 

ﬁyAconventional economic yardsticks, ﬂmf‘r Valley
would not be considered one of Alberta's most successful
farming communitiés. Yet itvserved its purpose well. Its
people accomplished their primary goal of forming a self-
sufficient black agricultural settlement, a refuge fro®
Both the récisg of the American south and the intolerance
of white Alberta. Amber Valley helped the black immigrants

over the initial period of adjustment to a new country and

anlggfamiliaf environﬁgpt. And it gave them the opportunity

-
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to prove themselves and to refute their critics' claims
that blacks were lazy, mentally inferior, criminally in-
clined, and unsuited to therclimate. For these reasons, the

black settlement of .Amber Valley must be viewed as a success,
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AN
onclusion e

When contrasted with the énormous numbers of" Britons
Europeans and Americans who Poured into Cagada during the
years between 1896 and 1914, the immigrati&n of 1300 Ameri-
~can blacks pales into insignificance. Yet the black immi -

. 8ration experience was unique and 1is worthy of notice qy
historians because of what 1t reveals about the natureﬁof
Alberta sdciety, ethnic settlement and the formulati%uJand
implementation of Canadian immigration policy. .

The Oklahoma blacks chqse perhéps the ieast'propitious
time to immigrate to Alberta. Throughout the Settlement
period, Alberta society was'characterized by nativism and
ethnocentrism. The British and Americans who formed the
dominant .element of the pPopulation, were unwavering in their
belief in the innate superiority of the Anglo-Saxon race.
Confequently, immigrants were judged by how closely they
conformed to the Anglo-Saxon. ideal and how easily they would
be gssimilated. Intolerant and fearful of heterogeneity,
Albertans-watched with growing resentment as increasing num-
bers of non-Anglo- Saxon immigrants entered the province.

But while great concern was expressed over the presence of
southern and eastern Eurppeans._the mogt intense animosity
was reserved for ;on -white immigrants. During the years o
immediately Preceding tﬁ? black immigration movement the.

influx of ga small number of Chinese and Japanese caused a

disproportionate uproar.,

et e, gt 5 roeeme s




Consideriﬂg the prevalence of these ethnocentric

attitpdes, it was inevitable that the iméigqation of even

a few blacks would be greeted with intense hostility. Of
all the diverse groups entering thg province, they were the
most conspicuously different. Although relatively few Al-
bertans had encountered blacks previously, popular racial
stereotypés“aﬁd widely acceptéd pseudo-scientific doctrines
such as Social Darwinism, provided’;hem with a long ‘1ist of
objections to black immigration. Curiously, the racism of
white Albertans was so deeply entrenched that even years_
of experience with the peaceable, hard -working black settlers

0
did little_to dissipate it. During the 1920s and 1930s,

. i
discrimination égainst blacks in Edmonton remained as éevere
as it had been during the height of the black immigration
controversy.

The Laurier government's policy with respect to non-
white immigrants was shaped by the interaction of three
groups; politicians, civil servants and the public. Even
during the'years of relatively unrestricted immigration, non-
white 1mmigrantz were generally viewed with disfavour by the
Minister of the Interior and the Immigration Branch. Yet
unless. facggwﬁéth a\crisis the'government preferred not
t&/cake any ovfrt action against them. Witﬁqut eiception,

kthe'restrictive measures imposed ;5 limit non-white immi-
‘h gration resulted more from public pressure than the wishes

of government. Intense pressure &rom British Columbia ~ -

forced the government to introduce restrictive legislation

f
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and negotiatle an international agreement designed to exclude

Asian immigfants. Later, when black immigration became con-

domestic and international circumstances pre-
' »
pen implementation of discriminatory measures

‘

troversial,

"

Yet, ways were found of selectively enforcing existing 1mmi-

gration regulations so as to Prevent all but a few blacks

from ntering Canada. Thus, the black immigration experience
reve/ls the infinite flexibility of Canadian immigration ]
legislation and the latitude permitted to the civil servants
of the Immdgration Branch who interpreted and implemented

the government's immigration policy.

.The black Oklahomans were undeterred by the hostility
of Albertans and the efforts of the government to discourage
them. The prospect of cold weather, hard work and prejudice
helq no{terrors for people fleeing the racial violence and
legaliz;d segreéation and discrimination of tﬁE'American
south. Unlike most inmigrants, they did not expect to be
fully accepted into Alberta soclety. lnstead they came in
large groups, seeking isolation and the opportunity'to estab-
lish their own self- -sufficient communities ?ﬁ this, they

were not unlike other ethnic imgigrants to Alberta. However

the black Oklahomans differed fsfn}other ethnic settlers

‘because %hey were not bonded together by a distinCtive lan-

guage, religion or culture. The only charactékistic they
shared ‘was their tolour. Yet for the sake- of elf-preserv-
ation they strove to establish a common cult&r‘l meeting

—
ground, organizing clubs and associations modeiled on ‘those




) 158
~ ol
i

characteristic of black communities in the United States

and calling forth a spirit of black nationalism. Socially,
they reached outwards to the other tiny black settlements™
sprawled across the prairie rather than to their white

neighbors. However, these clannish, inward looking at-

titudes were not of their own choosing. Rather,they were

imposed wupon them.both by their experiences of harsh re~
, »

pression in the United States and by the prejudice of white

Albertans. In this respect, the blagcx immigration exper--

lence may have interesting implications with respect to the

nature of ethnic settlement in Alberfﬁ. . ’,
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And it's Too Warm in Dixie

I.

oo , :

>

Editoriai'Cartoon,_Edmonton Journal, 5 May'lQLl.

139



II.

Black Population of Canadian Provinces with

160

Pércentége of Total Population in Brackets.

“~

Province 1901 1911 1921
British Columbia 532 (.29) 473 (.12) 676 (.12)
Alberta 31 (.04) 979 (.26) ;qgs\(.17){
Saskacchewaq; 6 (.006) 336 (.06) 396 (.05)
Manitoba * 61 (.02) 209 (.04) 4b1'&.08@

[ 2
Ontario 8,935 (.4) 6,747 (.26) 7,220 (.24)
Quebec 280 (.01) 401 (.01) 1,046 (.04)
Nova Scotia 5,984 (1.3) 6,541 (1.32) 6,174 (1:17)
New Brunswick 1,368 (.4) 1,079 (.3) 1,190 (.3)
P ince Edward Island 141 (.lB):i% 81 (.08) 43 (.04)
. e
») RS
LR
) Total black population of Canada with percentage
of total population in brackets: -
1901 - 17,437 (.32)
1911 - léiéij,(:ZB)
1921 -~ 18,291 (.21)
Source: of Canada, 1921, Vol. 1, pp. 353 -355.

Census
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Appendix - An Explanation of Terminology and

¢« _Research Methods

\

Throughout this thesis, the Oklahoma immigrants have .
been referred to ds "blacks". Earlier in this century,
"Negro" was the most comﬁonly acceptéd term. - Indeed, At
is still used today for the purposes of statistical classi—
fication. Nevertheless, in the minds of many, "Negro" has
acquired pejorative connotations, and since the term "black"
has passedlinto commqQn_usage, 1t has?been used in preference.

The Homestead Records of the Department of the Inte-
rior, available on microfilm at the Provincial Archives
of Alberta, were a most valuab€;<source of information
for this thesis. When I began “‘¢xamining the records to
locate the files of as many Amber Valley settlers as.
possible, I had?little information with which to narrow

" “
down the search. I knew only where the settlers came from,
the approximate years of theig'immigration, the general
locatipn in which they settled and a few family names. The .
’ ’ o

*ﬁ,wfifsf/step was to examine the homestead registers of ten %

et

townships in the Athabasca area, centred on Amber Valley.
The negiste;s:listvonly the names of the settlers who filed

on each quarter section. The names and file numbers of all

4

homesteaders who fi#¥ed between 1909 and 1914 were noted,

-

"with the exception of *hose whose .names obviously indicated

their European origins.

Next, the files of the selected settlers were examined,



g

to determine which ones: were black. This proved eas;er
thad expected. fﬁe vast majority of the non-black home-
Steaders were readily elimin&ted because of thelir birth-
pPlace or previous place of residence. And fortuitously,
an official in the Dominion Lande.Office had scrawled the
words "Negro" or "Coloered" on the front of a large pro-

portion of the files. At least 70%Z of the black homesteaders

were located 1in thislhanner. Others were added because they

164

had the same surname as a sbttler who had been noted as black.

A few more were presumed black because they had been born

,,w

in the south, resided in Oklahoma and had settled in the

»

.midst of other black settlers.

As a result of this examination of the Homes tead
Records, a total of ninety-five individual Amber Valley
homesteaders were located. Although all possible care was

taken, it cannot be claimed that all the black .settlers were

- included. In the interests of accuracy, if there was any

reasonable doubt concerning a homeeteader's race, he was
eliminated for the purposes of this study. Uﬁﬂoubtedly, a
few blackswere thus excluded.‘ As well, at least 10% of}the
individual hdmesteader's files are missing from the Homeseead

-

Records. Likely, some of these missing records were those

»

of blaak homesteaders For these reasons, it is diff;cult to
estimate exactly how many black homesteaders and their fami-

lies settled in the Amber Valley area.

pees
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