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CABSTRACT \

a ) -, ‘ : ) ", ‘ol ’ . - . ' S N
3 N
Cr1t1ca19eva1uat10ns pf works byiA]fred Andersch v1rtua]1y 1gnore

consc1ence a top1c wh1ch Andersch addresses in each of hws f1ve novels

N Consc1ence is. based on va]ues In Western soc1ety there are-’ two v1ews 1}

' on the or1g1n'of va]ues, One v1ew 1s based on human1st1c 1dea]s wh1ch

ho]d that va]ues are an 1nhetent part of man, centered in his 1nte11ect

-~

- The other perspect1ve anchors the source of va]ues 1n a d1v1ne be1ng,

-

who ex1sts 1ndependent1y/of man and who uses var1ous means to transm1t

these va]ues to man v “'; : ”._",f“ Ag" ‘ _-‘;', ‘ ;;;;;;///;

Andersch revea]s the bases for hws own consc1ence in D1e KJrschen‘

- ’.

der Fre1he1t It 1s obv1ous that h1s/va]ues are der1ved from the

human1st1c trad1t1on He eschews not on]y re11g1on but also econom1c \
and po]1t1ca1 doctr1ne wh1ch in western soc1ety have taken on an

orthodoxy as’ 1nf1ex1b1e as re11g1ous dogma

In Sans1bar oder der 1etzte Grund the contest between human1st1ca1]y

Ly

based consc1ence and re11g1ous1y and p011t1ca11y 1nsp1red consc1ence

takes p1ace among severa] characters By us1ng a. 1argf cast of cha acters

Andersch demonstrates the consequences ‘of a consc1ence based on eac

“; vnew H1s message cont1nues to be- that a determ1nlst1c source of W 1ues i

[N

is not a sound bas1s for an effect1ve consc1ence - ]; 'hd  L
The story of Franz1ska in D1e Rote demonstrates the same p01n s

T

:“although the narrat1ve is less d1rect Franz1ska s consc1ence takes o

dlrect1on from 0uts1de bourgeo1s sources Unfortunate]y, her ‘ fﬂ :

dependency on d1rect1on from outs1de sources 1s SO strong that she is

| unab]e to atta1n the 1ndependent 11fe she wants - '{



“In Efra1m-Andersch demonstrates }hﬁ consequences of hav1ng no
' : » ‘
consc1ence at a11 Efra1m possesses/no*centra,

ifmre of va]ues,b
He be11eves that oo1nc1dence and prfcﬁyguﬂe‘&gg? }1ves and that. 1t
, - ' { @i, ‘

:}t&ﬁ}ﬂépﬂa[result Efra1m \

'3 ]eads a;root]ess, uncomm1tted“ex1stence wh1ch br1ngs him no sat1sﬁact1on

s use]ess for man to try to 1nf1uen¢é :

Through Efraim Andersch re1terates the v1ew that a human1st1ca11y

based conscience is essent1a] for a tru]y mora] 11fe W1nterspe1 o

# .‘V)‘

repeats th]S message through character types borrowed from prev1ous

Andersch novels. . - L "4_ }
) ; _ o
Y- .

It 1s c]ear to Andersch that man- dev1ses re11glous and po]1t1ca]
';' doctr1nes to exp1a1n and cod1fy human behav1or It 1s equa]]y clear
to h1m that such cod1f1cat1ons are perce1ved a11 too often as ends in.
themse]ves, a; 1mmutab1e 1oc1 to wh1ch man‘subJugates persona] w111 in.
" order to upho]d the not1on that a- h1gher author1ty ex1sts to pass'
1 Judgement on- man 's act1ons o jal‘t :”‘j:f / ’ ‘/
Andersch sees great danger in e]evat/ng these human]y Cbntrlved

'

doctr1nes to- the 1eveT where they become determ1n1st1c and d1ctate !

. human act1on by a sequence of causes 1ndependent of free w111 " To h1m
it is 1mportant to ma1nta1n .the correct percept]on of such menta]
constructs He. be11eves the'human act precedes the Just1f1cat1on for 1t
the r1ghtness or: wrongness of an act 1s Judged 1ater upon ref]ect1on |
»by man ' To Andersch there is no god in the Chr1st1an sense who stands

. in Judgement over human act1ons - Nor 1s there an econom1c or p011t1ca1

order which determlnes-how man shou]d behave ' In Andersch S V1ew, such

A

a. god and such’ dbctr1nes are created by man because of. h1s need to prov1de
) exp]anat1ons for human acts Andersch perce1ves man as the ultimate |

source of the values represented by these menta] constructs and the



L] . v R . .
)consciencé to which. the values give rise. He suggests in his novels

that it is far healthier for mah;to_beTievéfinlh1m§é1f than in a

a divine
spirit.or. alluring doctnine."_From this'belieﬁiwi]1 presumably:tdﬁé a

L e

- more honest and. therefore better basis for. conscience.
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~INTRODUCTION .~ ~ K

R
\ : N
s , g

]

The fir§t problem of conscience is to define what is meant by the

-
N,

‘ ‘ ! . X » » 03 » )
~ term ”conscience" Carl Jung provides-a conven1ent definition when he

says. "'Gew1ssen bedeutet 1m a]]geme1nen Sprachgebrauch die Gew1sshe1t‘

des Vorhandense1ns\e1nes Faktors, we1cher im Fall des’ guten Gew1ssens

| einen Entsch]uss oder e1ne Tat a]s der S1tte gemass bestat1gt und im

%

umgekehrten Fall a]s‘ uns1tt1rch Verurteﬂt'“1

. Jung's def1n1t1on is usefu] bec: use ]t 1ntroduces two 1mportant

aspects of the psych1c react1on known as consc1ence One’ aspect is

'_shared va]ues and customs 1tse1f

'part of our psych1c-make-u .

the know]edge or certa1nty that a thought or deed w111 be- approved
or condemned by custom or trad1t1on‘ The second aspect is the set of

D

We are taught ru]es and customs as we]] as the compunct1on to

‘Aadhere to them Th1s is accomp]1shed by reward1ng behav1or wh1ch.;'

follows the ru]es and pun1sh1ng behav1or wh1ch ‘defies those ru]es" '

‘vThe ru]es and the obligation to adhere ko them become an 1ntegra1

/ Jung exp1a1ns 1t, adher1ng to

- common ru]es of behav1or u1f111s the Tearned sense of ob11gat1on

and a good conscience resu]ts A bad‘consc1ence ensues when the

rules are broken and when one counters’ the sense of ob11gat1on to_ .

adhere to them L1v1ng in harmony w1th one 's consc1ence is a

v'paramount goa] in Western soc1ety. ,It 1s~cons1dered the prerequisite

.o

- for a happy Tife. v' v,*;v . .' _ S o . :“‘h>-'

Th1s br1ef def1n1t1on estab11shes that consc1ence 1s a menta]

act1v1ty or psych1c react1on wh1ch 1s based on the certa1nty that



particular values ,and customs are valid and that they must be’
‘adhered to. e

o There is no question that such rules and that such a sense of

N Py

obligation are necessary and observab]e e]ements of any society.
There 1is content1on, however, as to the u1t1mate source of these
va1ues and the compunction to adhere to them. |

In western society there are two v1ewsvon the_origin of moral

- values and the need to follow them. Either’ the va]uesyare'perceived »

ashhaying originated within man; that is, they are the result of
rational processes for which man is’éd]e]y reépbnsib]e or they are
perce1ved as hav1ng been presented to man from a supra- terrestr1a]
source and then 1ncorporated into man S ratwona11ty, for which man
yws 11kew1se indebted to the h1gher ent1ty Thevfonner;percept1on
~represents the human1§t1c viewpoint. The Tatter Viewpoint*in .
‘western7eu1ture is embodied jn theﬁdudeo?Christian ethic. | s
| The originator‘of the 1deaTs'of'we§tern humanfémfwas Socrates.
_ He created,an inte11ectua1'and mOra1 tradttion rooted in the belief
that man is a rat1ona1 be1ng and that the free exerc1se of his
1nte11ect is the hlghest goa] to wh1ch man asp1res ' The Socratxc
‘method and the Socrat1c goa1 are one and the sames; 1ntrospect1on and
know1edge of se1f They are d1rected toward exerc151ng the un1que
’qua11ty of human reason. The1r app11cat1on has enormous consequences

e

for the percept1on of the or1g1n of mora] va]ues . Mar1ta1n, for .
examp]e, says of Socrates, "when he to]d h1s 11steners to turn toward
se]f-know]edge,-he was~not d1rect1ng'them t0'a metaphys1ca1 grasp-of
the esse of the sou] through the d1sc1p11ne of the vo1d he -was d.z
d1rect1ng them toward a rat1ona1 know]edge of the: rea11t1es of the .

mora] world and the essences it compr1ses, ach1eved//y/the consc1ousness

) o

-



and by‘introspeotion, and requiring for its perfection the definitions
and demonstrations of discursive science.“2 Thus, when questioning

the orig{n of moral values, Socratéﬁ requires that his fol1owers look
into themselves'and‘question motivation and behavior in human, rational
terms, divoroed from ahy metaphysical cant.” His method requires great
discipline and incessant interrogation. Its chief virtue is its
’extraordinary honesty.

The result of.suoh-introgpection and objective interrogation is
the perception that mora1 codes are an inherent part of human existence.
Liv%ng according to'a set of rules accepted. by 511 is a defining |
characterfstic of human Tife Maritain neatly sunmariies'this aspect

-

‘when he states,’“For men did not await the coming of the mora11sts
N\

in order ‘to have mora] ru]es and the mora11sts Justify a g1ven which
| ante-dates them and wh1ch has more‘pract1ca1 cons1stency and more

' ex1stent1a1 dens1ty than the theor1es by means of wh1ch they attempt
to account for it. 'They are educators and reformers of customs, and

\

they depend on customs- F1ne reformers, who in the end 3ust1fy what

¢

the baker and the cand]est1ck-maker a]ready f1rm1y be11eved in (even

"1f they did not act accord1n91Y) "3,

| Socrat1c_ph1losophy opeﬁates an such_an assumbtion»in regard to
the origin of moral values.’ Such uaﬁues are viewed as an integra1 \
‘part of‘human conSciousness Introspect1on and se]f ~interrogation. are».
.means whereby this 1nherent know]edge is brought to ]1ght rThese
act1v1t1es, in turn ,fare funct1ons of. man s rat1ona11ty | |

Socrat1c ph11osophy emphasizes the un1queness of man. as a

rat1ona] be1ng Man through his rat1ona11ty def1nis h1mse1f and his
environment. »H1s happnness and his despa1r are found on earth and are

the result of his own actions. He defines--his own morality as well.

. g . :



-

ﬁﬂ” This view contrasts with that of the Judeo-Christian ethic,
The ancient Jewish faith was an exclusive religion, restricted to the
related tries of Israel and based on fealty to one god.'Yahweh.
As the books ofitho 01d Testament telft us, Yahweh was redarded as the‘
creator of theduniverse: Man seroed at His pleasure, and His rules
and injunctions were helieded superior io the best efforts of man.
To the Jew, life on earth was a period of testings 2 time during
which he or she had to endure and overcome the vagdr1es of God s will
- in order to prove himself or herself worthy of eternal life with God.
The injunctions of the Ten Commandments were considered the ryles by
which one conducted one's self during this period of testing.
Legend’ tells us thathoses received the inscribeddteblets of’stohe
directly from the hand of ‘Yahweh. These Ten Commandments are the most
obvious‘example of man receiving moral guidance from an outside entity
The ma1n message of the Ten Commandments is that the repress1on of
- self- 1nterest in fayor of one's nelghbor is the most 1mportant element
| of a good life.” In addition, the reward for leading such a good 11fe'
is admission to the eternal K1ngdom of God, where there are no more
earthly wants Life on earth remains a pa1nfu] experwence, regard]ess
of man's best efforts to 1mprove conditions. There is no promise of
. salvation or happ1ne;s on earth. Salvation and»happineés can onlfrbe
obtained upon death and subsequent admission to the,restricteq’porta1s,'
of heaven. | _ . C - - G
. The teachings of Christ -.are based on these éame ;ehets of the ‘
'Jew1sh fa1th Chr?st taught se]f-abnegation and SUbeervience to the :
.w111 of God In contrast -to the exc1usav1ty of the Jew1sh faith,

however, Christ c1a1med that His message was of universal application.



- .‘ .M '-'a‘, : ,4 F ! L . '. e \ o v ‘ﬂ; ‘- o » ) [N T
vNottonTy Jews, but every person-c0u d enjdy an eternal ‘1ife heréafter

by renounc1ng seTf 1nterest and ded1cat1ng one's seTf to ‘the abstract .

not1on of a s1ngTe god Chr1st 5 message Was d1rected in part1cu1ar

-

to the d1spossessed and d1sadvantaged to whom he eToquentTy speaks 1n L
‘the Sermon on the Mount ~The message of hope he proffers them accounts, :
”‘i‘;jn part for the rap1d-spread of Chr1st1an1ty‘1n 1ts ear]y years ' e
s Chr1st was .a boon to mono the1st1c Jew1sh teach1ngs ThrOugh the,s"”

. evange11ca1 zea] wh1ch He 1nsp1red the not1on of a re11g1on based on

S l

“.one. god spread throughout Europe and suppTanted the pagan gods of the.*
;€¥- nat1ve popuTat1on Later under the same evange]1ca1 fervor the |

Chr1st1an re11g1on was carr1ed to the remotest areas of the earth

"».

;Tg[f'” The 1mportance of a]T th1s 1s that the tenets of a reT1g1on that

had once been the exc]us1ve property of nomad1c sheep herders spread

3 to bécomq a maJor factor 1n shap1ng human T1fe For nearTy a,thousand

~

years, from the end o_ the Roman Emp1re to the beg1nn1ng of the v jf-? i:

Renalssance, the Chrﬂst1an Church was the center of poT1t1caT power
and the 5upreme _c1aT and~cu1turaﬂ force 1n Western c1v111zat1on

The v1ew of T1Te and the mora] vaTues wh1ch the Church espouses areub
. st1TT recogn1zed forces 1n modern Western soc1ety The v1ew 1s st1TT
fnlnﬂextant that one god 1s responswb]e for the ex1stence of man and that

1t is from th1s god that man rece1ves 1nstruct1ons how to behave

The compet1ng and contrast1ng eTements of human1sm and the Judeo- s

-u i .[

;t ﬂ’Chr15t1an eth1c descr1bed here have shaped modern man s consc1ence
It 1s cTear that ne1ther v1ewpo1nt dom1nates in contemporary |

: j} 1nteTTectuaT or socta] efforts ' Men do not always act rat1ona11y, and
Chr1st s message of char1ty can hardTy be cons1dered a dom1nant eTement

of cap1ta]1st1c Western T1fe Yet eTements of both human1sm and f g

Chr1st1an1ty are apparent 1n contemporary 11fe Indeed the progress

TN L



',ff‘to 1nf1uence‘them However,

‘L , exerc1se of the 1nteTTect as man

e

:causes Th1s, 1n turn, 1 ads to the observat1on that certa1n Q‘
_apparently 1mmutab1en1aws re at work in man s env1ronment By {"
"1mmutab1e 1t is meant that ,hese Taws do not respond to man's: efforts-f’n'
by cont1nua11y ask1ng quest1ons, man., =
’,ﬁ 1ncreases h1s know]edge of nature's ]aws and encroaches on the
’:boundar1es wh1ch nature 1mposesp‘ Thus, sc1ent1sts see un1mpeded
| pr1mary tooT for dea11ng w1th nature
Inherent 1n th1s v1ew 1s the percep 1on of man as a. part of nature, .iz'ff
"~shar1ng nature s cyc11ca1 pattern Th;re is’ no prom1se of sa]vat1on"’\\\
©oor ascens1on 1nto heaven at the end of'm s phys1ca1 ex1stence B
ki By contrast the Judeo Chr15t1an eth1c sees events as an
ﬂ_h1stor1ca1 progress1on God created the eart accord1ng to a spec1f1c ;1//
'firt1metab1e Human 11fe Progresses in’ s1m11ar 11n ar fash1on \Man‘1s .;7/
. f?born man 11ves a f1n1te per1od on- earth man d1:\\and goes to heauen/[Q |
‘A cyc11ca1 pattern 1s perce1ved 1n nature the wax1ng and wanwng of//”*:“
fl-naturaT T1fe 1n response to the seasons Man S 11fe however,‘rema1ns
"T1near, h1stor1ca1 Man may be dependent upon nature for phys1ca1
?“,sustenance, but at the same t1me ‘his: relat1onsh1p w1th God wh1ch
'ﬁlprom1ses h1m freedom from the ragarmes\of nature and wh1ch a]]ows
"?)h1m to see h1mse1f as an h1stor1ca1 creature, sets h1m apart from the B
Taws of nature The percept1on predom1nates that man S u]t1mate |

dest1ny 1s not 11nked w1th events on earth Thus, 1nherentfﬁn the

- -

.fﬁ Judeo Chrwst1an v1ew 1s the percept1on that man 1s separate from

| ““ nature and that nature is subserv1ent to man.. f

A
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Through the Judeo Chr15t1an eth1c Western man - has recelved the :

1mpetus to change the,env1ronment to make nature serve h1s w111

. AR——

, ¢ It
’Through rat10na11ty and 1nte11ect by recogn1z1ng causa11t1es, man: is

ab]e to d1scover how th1ngs work and how to use 1aws of nature ‘to he]p
) . \ \ .

1

carry out the work of a]ter1ng the env1ronment Progress in modern
]1fe can thus be seen as the resu]t of the 1nterp1ay between thek
rh1§tor1ca] v1ew prov1ded by Chr1st1an1ty, wh1ch sets man apart from

'fnature yet subserv1ent to God and the human1st1c v1ew wh1ch regards -

'"man as a un1que creature w1th a super1or 1nte11ect who a]so has an
. ) ’

“7mob11gat1on to h1mse]f to exerc1se and strengthen th1s 1nte1]ect

"f,gThe str1ct contro] by the Church ‘was 1oosened dur1ng the Rena1ssance

.l

3 The consc1ence of modern man, wh1ch 1s determtned by these conf11cttm§"
' dv1ews and va]ues,‘1s thus 1nf1n1te1y more 1nterest1ng than, for examp1e, :
| fhthe consc1ence of med1eva] man | | | |
) The consc1ence of med1eva1 man was‘governed by the va]ues of theog'--
bf_Church Med1eva1 man cou1d be expected to react to mora1 d11emmas 1nl;u
”ifa pred1ctab1e manner H1s mora] code was programmed 1nto h1m by the

'iChurch wh1ch had contro] over the most routtne matters of 11fe

v
7

".13when 1nte1]ectuals of that per1od encountered the )ost know]edge of

vganc1ent Greece and Rome : Through Socrates, P]ato Ar1stot1e,,and V1rg1],f‘

7.tfhamong others, Rena1ssance th1nkers came: upon o]d mode]s of thought on y

: hhnwh1ch to base mora] conduct The Greeks, as ment1oned, recogn1zed the

o

f“~pr1macy of the human m1nd 1n determ1n1ng human behav1or When ’”f [f_ o'h

i

55:‘Renawssance Europen 1nte]1ectua1s a]so adopted th1s po1nt of v1ew they

'freJected the Church,va]though not necessar11y Chr1st, as the source Ag%h'

3

:~v'and f1na1 arb1ter of mora] va]ues

) Some 1nte11ectua1s, notablngt Thomas of Aqumass attempted



;ﬂ' th1s was: accomp11shed by pagan peop]e w1thout the b]ess1ngs of the

==

:f;_\ . . \

'~0n¢e human reason and 1nte11ect were perce1ved as equa] to, or even

5

to graft the c]ear 1og1c of. the Greek and Roman ph11osophers onto

"the teach1hgs of the Church 1n order to g1ve the Church s metaphys1ca1

,dogma a’ more concrete bas1s 1n reason An 1nte11ectua] t1dy1ng up

was seen.as necessary _ This was prompted by the new]y acquired

know]edge about the Greeks and Romans The Greeks in part1cu]ar had |
La.\.

, reached seem1na perfect1on 1n art arch1tecture, and d1scourse The

"

' art1facts and documents from their soc1ety bespoke accomp11shments

.

&5 wh1ch Rena1ssance men could on]y dream of ever atta1n1ng vet a]]/

Chr1st1an god 'Tiy}f_fl ';g;'f "'Q'- o

1t was hoped that by app1y1ng s1m11ar reasonlng to, the contemporaryi.

'251tuat1on, a church dogma cou1d be produced wh1ch wou]d possess the

; of accomp]1shment Chrlst1an rev1s1on1sts wanted to make church

- re emergence of Greek and Roman thought 1n 1nte11ectua1 c1rc1es

. super1or to, church dogma, there was no. 1onger a need to adhere tO'gi/ o

)

Same. 1og1ca1 neatness of Greek ph1losophy It was hoped as. we]] that

',‘st

-_a Chr1st1an soc1ety wou]d then resu]t wh1ch wou]d atta1n equa1 he1ghts

doctr1ne, the bas1s of med1eva1 soc1ety, appear equa] to the c1ear1y
thought out syStems of Greek ph1losophy |
T"‘ Such an effort however was pre dest1ned to fa11 lThe»

oy

changed forever the percept1on of the u1t1mate source of mora] va]ues

'Vthe dogma | Brave th1nkers daned execut1on as heret1cs to conc1ude‘r/h

B that both v1ews are. 1ncompat1b]e w1th one another In the1r v1ew,,

'e1ther one recogn1zes that man and h1s reason are the def1n1ng

S

de]ements of the wor]d or one ascr1bes the center of th1ngs to 'G:%'J_'”"

' dganother«entlty E1ther man 1s free 1n the exerc1se of h1s 1nte11ect

PR
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or man serves at the pTeasure of God Attempts to mix’ these two

‘ not1ons have resu]ted in the hybrid hypothes1s that man ha;\a free ;

»

will, but that th1s w111 1s the g1ft of God and that man 1sS
ob11gatedvto exerc1se 1t as God demands, on pain of eterna] damnat1on -

in heTT Th1s v1ewpo1nt 1s d1ff1cu1t to uphon however -
N

~

If one 1s go1ng to grant man the ab111ty to make dec1sions on
: aa free and rat1ona1 bas1s, then one must aTso reserve for man the

1_ab1T1ty to set standards by wh1ch those acts can be Judged It 1s

unfa1r and 111091ca1 to say man is free to behave 1n a certa1n mannerx;"'

\
and then condemn man for exerc151ng thws r1ght when h1s behav1or does

SRS o
. not conform to standards wh1ch are; se\h\as\orngnat1ng outs1de of o

the exper1ence of man. i e

Th1s then br1ngs us to the center of the d1sc:

sionyin regard'tO‘
the nove]s of ATfred Andersch H1svnoveTs:revoTve:aroun 'theAidea s
that,true_moraT values, and theretore the‘true basis-of'conSCTe _'

"c5mé'f£om‘m5n'h1mse1f | Andersch ma1nta1ns that 1t is fa]se to assume y:_l -
that these vaTues are 1mposed upon man by an outs1de ent1ty _He
descr1bes how he reaches th1s conc]us1on in h1s autob1ograph1ta1

account D1e K1rschen der Fre1he1t 2 The other four noveTs deaT w1th

the same 1dea‘ through dwfferent character1zat1ons and w1th vary1ng

-

degrees of success . . _

CentraT to each nove] are the events of the Second WOer War
Andersch s works f1t comfortab]y under the- rubr1c of “Vergangenhe1ts-"n
bew31t1gung" They are, however more\than mere - efforts to exp1a1n
the past The horr1b1e events of that war are symptoms of a ]arger 1
prob]em wh1ch confronts modern man l The prob]em 1s embod1ed 1n man S;“':
bifﬁ'struggle to atta1n harmony between the th1ngs h1s ever expand1ng -

. ,"\'

BRI
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knowTedge te1fs him are’correct and‘those'thingsIWhich customvand

| soc1ety have taught him to be]1eve are true

: N1etzsche was dﬁé of the few far swghted th1nkers to d1agnose o
.this;pred1cament‘of modern‘man,, He correct1y,3udged, for example, .
‘that tradttiona1‘Christian.va1ues had.been,suppfanted Tong ago by

3 mater1a11sm and n1h111sm even though soc1ety cont1nUed to profess B

be11ef 1n God. H1s proc]amat1on that ”God is dead" 1s an express1on
| of the change in values wh1ch had begun with the Rena1ssance and

Al"wh1ch had been comp1eted dur1ng the Industr1a1 Revo]ut1on To h1m

© it was ev1dent that mary had turned from God and Chr1st1an va]ues and

S _subJugated h1mse1f to mach1nes and econom1c 1deo1og1es and would : b

"soon, he pred1cted, subJugate h1mse1ﬁ=to poJ1t1ca1 dogma as wel]

‘.N1etzsche saw that th1s sh1ft in dependency represented no progress1ve

_ step for man. Man mere]?~changed-one.form ofrsubJugat1on_to an

'f‘outs1de ent1ty for another | "THe impOrtant naterial changeSVWhichvjr

"f,“were made poss1b1e by man's 1nte11ect and wh1ch 1mproved man's

v””,phys1ca1 ex1stence weré not accompan1ed by equa] changes in the way |

- man perce1ved h1mse1f The 1ocus of h1s ex1stence was st111

L
g

o: centered in an outs1de ent1ty Th1s ent1ty embod1ed itself’ 1n

assumed econom1c and po]1t1ca1 certa1nt1es wh1ch took on the power B

"_"or re11g1ous orthodoxy

Th1s trans1t1on from one source of va]ues to another 1s recogn1zed

' ;by Andersch "He portrays the change symbo11ca11y in tpe descr1pt1on of

ﬂ]sthe death of‘h1s father "Elne Epoche war zu Ende gegangen, als mein .

"Vater auf der Strasse der Gesch1chte zusammenbrach, a]s er sterbend das

'1uther1sche Pass1ons]1ed'sang D1e d1e nach dem a1ten deutschen

Konservat1ven kamen, beganne\»stwas ganz Neues s1e dachten n1cht mehr ’



‘und Wunden krbnten

J

wd1ctator who embod1ed a confused set of econom1c and po1141ca1 1dea1s

11

an das. Ant]1tz e1nes Gottes, a]s sie die Haupter der enschen m1t Blut
The percexved source of values had changed but th1s had no effect
on the condition of: man K1111ng was st11] carr1ed out fh the same ‘

fash1on, on]y now the reason was transferred from God to % deified

'Andersch draws the conc1us1on from this s1tuat1on that man is wrong

. Andersch cont1nua11y poses the quest1on, 1f true mora] d1rect1on§

—

.31f he seeks mora] gu1dance from an outs1de ent1ty, regard]ess whether , “'

N
i

that ent1ty is a perce1ved supra—terrestr1a] God or a fe]]ow human o oo

’

be1ng e]evated to the status of a god because of his po11t1ca1 and

o -

N econom1c doctr1nes Through the character1zat1ons in h1s nove] “,

,from such de1t1es 1s 1mposs1b1e where then shou]d modern man seek

' the va]ues on wh1ch to base h1s consc1ence? N

b
'»‘

Andersch does not conﬁhder the church a mean1ngfu1 source. of

' mora] va]ues.‘ H1s conc]us1on about the Church 1s based on persona]l‘:

.exper1ence as-well as the h1stor1ca] fact that the Judeo Chr1st1an

| because 1t as the Church den1es the freedom of the 1nd1v1dua1 W11]

ethic has fa11ed; . His own persona]/exper1ence has,a]sO-pIaced_h1m .

‘_‘in'contact[w1th M§rstm,,a-po]itica]t1deo1ogy.which‘propounds:an'

‘;Valternate system‘of va]ues- Andersch f1nds fau]t w1th th1s system

i

-

In Andersch s v1ew the answers to mora] quest1ons can not be-

“found in trad1t1ona1 Chr1st1an va]ues nor- 1n§organ1zed p011t1ca1

<~ph11osoph1es wh1ch have deve]oped as a]ternat1ves to trad1t1ona1
Z‘Chr1st1anvva1ues. Rather Andersch appears to be a mora11st in a % »
"humaniStic‘sense ' H1s characters represent the view that it ds

- 1ncumbent upon man to- ascerta1n h1s awn mora] va]ues These.ya]ues_'



».setzung mit d1esen Angeboten ist e1ne mora11sche

. T U -
| must come from the'human7experience‘1t§e1f lAndersch believes‘that

. man isyresponsib1e For his own acttons ~ Man answers only to'h1mse1f

v and therefore need not rely on God or an abstract ph11osophy for |

’ mora] gu1dance Ph11osophy is on]y a'means by which man attempts to
categornze and quantify h1s human behav1ori ‘It is not an end :;

1tse1f Re11g1ons and po11t1ca1 1deolog1es.have a claim to 1mmutab111ty/
“aon]y‘as far as man grants themﬁthat_c1a1m. If man has a-will of his |

o e . [
[RN

okh.to act on his own behalf, then he need not chain»himse]fﬁto

re]igions and ideo]ogies.which'only partially exp]ain his.behavﬁor
Chr1stoph Burgauner is correct when he says that Andersch s
: _characters "s1nd einer Drohung, e1nem Druck ausgesetzt - Allen w1rd
vd1e Mbg11chke1t geboten, d1esem Druck zu entkommen -Dje Ause1nander~
5 The pressure to,
<wh1ch Andersch S characters are SubJected is the pressure exerted by
t'soc1ety on all 1nd1v1duals to conform to accepted values The_
characters f1nd themse]ves 1n s1tuat1ons where they can e1ther
sacr1f1ce»the1r ab111ty to act on the1r own beha]f by subJugat1ng
_themse]ves to a re11g1on or 1deo1ogy which’ seeks to exp1a1n ex1stence
*through 1ts own narrow terms, or function as free th1nkers and
decide-on a course of: act1on wh1ch serves the1r own: ends but wh1ch
'1s cons1derate of otherSeas we]] S f1~' S L
The cha]]enge for modern man, and 1ndeed.men of a]] ages, 1s to-
: f1nd real va]ues in life. This search f0r truth has been h1ndered Qh
. more than he]ped by re11g1ous and p011t1ca1 1deo1og1es Andersch does
;not c1a1m that he has found the f1na] .answer to man s eterna] str1v1ng

-for truth But h1s nove]s suggest that 1f any answer is to be found

1t w111 come ‘from man h1mse]f and not 1n the gu1se of a de1ty or in the -

.n>©‘



fp]atitudes of a political ideology. "Ich mag das wort Engagement nlcht

‘mehr:. wdhrend das Wort Humanitdt flr m1ch nichts von se1nem Wert
" verloren hat.“-6 o , R

' | AR A : . -\ . e e
This statement by Andersch can-be considered a leitmotif which

courses through'each of his five nove1s' Recognitton of the importance
of this att1tude is absent from most cr1t1ca1 evaluations of his nove]s
tOnly Kar] Markus M1che1 f1nds ev1dence of Andersch s att1tude and that,
styangely enough, in Die Rote. “Ehst dann gewinnt das Buchgeine 1nnere

o

Einheit, wenn man es.weniger als Roman sieht, vielmehr als ein streng .

sti]iste}tes Zeitkrttisches Ranorama, das mit Bri]fanz und Unerbitt]tchf
-keit Fragen ste]]t,und*Antworten sucht auf die Prob]eme'der poiitisohen;‘
mora1ischen undvkunst1erischen éXistenz unseher Zeit; Man hat. Andersch
,einen Neoverﬁsten genanntf Man-sollte ihn besser einen Neo-Mona]isten_g
‘nenneﬂ,‘einen;arttstischen Moha1isten, dergStets auf die Wirklichkeit
Cozielt - nicht um'sie episch vOor uns zu entfa1ten;‘sondern um. sie mit
_zheft1gem Zugr1ff anzupacken und in eine e1genw1111ge Form Zu. zw1ngen,
die sowoh] Kr1t1k am Bestehenden bt a]s auch e1n pos1t1ves Model1
'entw1rft ~Es wird neue Mode]]e herausfordern, be1 Jedem Leser, dar1n o

"7, Michel's gontent1on in

»regard to Die Rote as a pqs1t1ve mode1 w11] be’discussed,1ater:l"}

‘ 11egt der Re1z und d1e Bedeutung des Buches

However;'his other'remarks about Andehschvas-a moralist are quite
‘correct. | f | | | _ “‘ |
Andersch s characters cont1nua11y quest1on the worth of re11g1ous1y or
?;'po11t1ca11y based va]ues in determ1n1ng modern man s consc1ence
.:H1s positively. portrayed characters suggest that 1f any va]ues are to

app]y.at all, thése va]ues shou]d be free of metaphys1ca1 cant and

political ideology Andersch S owWn exper1ence has shown that re]1g1on

»
. . 3
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and ideb]qu deny freedom .of human wil)] and counteract the'ratibna1fty‘

and humanity inherent in man.,

.This’fnsight on the.part of Andersch is notlé source bf.despair. \.
J ‘ e , .

" He Finds purpose, freedom, and é]ation*in abandoning traditional false -
'values. He suggests that the final hope for man resides within man-
| himself, and that man need only summon the courage to 1ook\inWard'and '

" acknowledge himself as the good and true source of moral values.



" CHAPTER I - DYE KIRSCHEN DER FREIHEIT :

In the Introduct1on consc1ence is defined as a psych1c react1on
which judges the r1ghtness or wrongness of a deed accord1ng to a set
of accepted rules and customs. In Western'soc1ety, these rules and
customs; it was argued, are'seenfas coming from two possib]e'SOurcesg

: Either they originate'in the‘mind of man, or they'are perceived'as
com1ng from some extra terrestr1a1 ent1ty, wh1ch 1s respons1b1e as
we]] for man's ex1stence | | .

“The- h1story of modern man is 1nseparab]y 11nked w1th the

5
re- emergence of the v1ew that man and not an outs1de ent1¢y is

respons1b1e forlthe cond1t1ons of man s ex1stence and is the u]timate~'§\

'source'of'mora1 vaiues' This deve]op1ng percept1on has created a

\//:;pb]em for modern man in that he has troub]e reconc111ng that wh1ch

knows w1th that wh1ch custom and trad1t1on have taught him is

“~

correct. . In this case, 1n Western soc1ety, the preva111ng v1ew has _f

-

been that the Chr]stlan god was the source of a]] 11fe and that man -
was his earth]y 1ncarnat1on The loc of human ex1stence.was not-
be11eved to be in man the creature, but in. God the d1v1ne sp1r1t

In modern t1mes, beginning w1th ‘the Rena1ssance th1s v1ew was upset
by free th1nkers who exerc1sed 1nnate 1nte11ectua1 powers and cha]]enged
the re]tg1ous v1ewpo1nt Whereas med1eva1 man .found purpose and
mean1ng of 11fe in’ subJugat1ng h1mse1f to God the perce1ved center of
human 11fe, the new th1nkers of the Re na1ssance argued that-the .
‘1nte11ect‘of man gives him the power‘toiquestiondthis perteption and
ldecide.through.reason wherebhumanllife.rea]iy is centered.' |

N
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Precise1y this question concerns Andersch in-his first novel

‘Die K1rschen der Freiheit. He says, “Mein Buch hat lediglich die

o

Aufgabe, darzuste]]en, dass 1ch e1nem unS1chtbaren Kurs fo]gend

in einem bestimmten Augenb11ckrd1e Tat gewdh]t habe, die meinem Lebenl

“Sinn verlieh und von da an zur Achse wurde, um die sich das Rad O K

meines Seins dreht'-."8 In other words it is the story of Andersch S

own sgrugg1e with and. reso]utidn of the problem of f1nd1ng the center
of one”s 1iteﬂ As argued in the Introduct1on, in this center are the
‘values on wh1ch the consc1ence bases 1ts Judgement How then. does
.Andersch s consc1encé deve1op and what does he te]] us by re]at1ng the
: deye]opment of his chsc1ence? Severa1 1nc1dents are presented as

milestones in the growth of his consc1encet'

‘ As a chi1d Andersch‘witnesses'the proceSSibn of an execution Squad

16

~ during the revolut1on of 1918- 1919 He says. of th1s,.”We1ss noch, dass~

mich dang am meisten 1nteress1erte zZu erfahren, wie es einem zumute
.-war, der einen anderen’ ersch1essen sollte. N1cht im Zorn; sondern der,
,j'm1t ihm eine 1ange V0rstadtsstrasse 1; dunk]en FrUh11ng ent]angg1ng, :
hatte Ze1t zu denken, dass er am Ende der Strasse dem anderen das- |
lLeben aus]bschen wUrde.n So lange ha1t Zorn n1cht vor. Was wahrt denn
-schon‘etne'StraSse lang? Die Dummhe1t sich im Recht zu g]auben? ,'
. Der Befehl? ‘Die Hetze? Der venw1rrte Geist, der in anderen nur-noch -
| GesindeT"sieht? Oder das gefd]]te Gewehr das zur Ent]adung drangt?'
Der B]1ck der sich schon den zusammenbrechenden Kdrper auf d1e,
9

Netzhaut zeichnet?™’ S o . ; ) :: _ o v

-7

Andersch re]ates this. incident because 1t shows h1s ear]y
' confrontat1on w1th 1rrat1ona1 -acts of men. He asks simple questions.

. Why do men engage is such aet1v1t1es? What can.-possibly exb]ain suchtl

I



17

behavior; anoer,dstupidity, orders, irrationality? Do men view them-
selves as victims of circumstance, slaves of rules and conventions, or
as beings capabie of ,initiating and‘regu]ating their own‘behavior?
These rather mundane questions'are sharpened*by the dramatic incident
in whlch they are related.

Andersch's react1on to the 1nc1dent betrays his aduﬂt view on

the quest1ons he poses. "He says, "Versteh Jedenfa 1s n1iht warum der f

m1t demlGewehr n1cht stehenb1e1bt, sich e1ne Z1garette anzlndet und 1n

den zwei Sekunden, die das Glimmen des Stre1chho1ze; dauert dem
: nachsten der mit. .erhobenen Hdnden darauf wartet dass der Marsch in
den Tod das‘Ziel erre1cht; zuf1Ustert; 'Da drUben - d1e Strasse, in
den ersten Hausgang' Hau ab!'"10 . |

The\sold1er with the gun could have 1et thg prisoner escape. - v
,.Why doesn' t he do that? TP what does he owe his a]]eg1ence or g
Toyalty - that prevents him from saving a life rather than tak1ng a life?

-How 1s it poss1b1e to explain such human behav1of? Andersch offers no

. -answer, because such human behav1or rema1ns 1nexp11cab1e However, he -

‘does demonstrate that such bas1c quest1ons occupied his attent1on even

' as a young child.

i

To d1scover’the true nature of th1ngs Was:, : therefore ‘an early
!‘ des1re of Andersch S. J Th1s des1re found’ no fu1f111ment in school.

_ He adm1ts that he was\a poon student, not because of 1ack of ab111ty,

but’ because\ofw1ack of,opportun1ty 0of h]S 1n§tructors he says,
' "Sie»hatten besser daran'getan; einzusehen,,dass ichs Ub%rhaupt n1chts

'1ernen wo]1te was ich wo]]te war: schauen, fﬁh]en und begre1fen
/ a .

,g11

Forma] educat1on st1f1ed "these natura] 1mpu]ses S ”/'

A

Re11g1on, as we11, offered no answers to young Andevsch. He says,

4

o - . 2 )
. : . Ly
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"Nicht einmal als Pfarrer Johannes Kreppel mir dic Oblate auf die Junge
leqte und den Kelch an die Lippen hob, bin ich Uber die reine Mechanik

nle Andersch is unable to relate to the

der Hand]u%g hinaoSgekommen.

rituals of the Church because they are so far removed from the life he .

has experienced. What purpose is served by distracting the attention

of oan to a metaphysica1‘being? How can such activjty answer the

'questions Andersch poses as a child? For example, what could exolain

the behavior of the soldier with the gun? To say that the man is under

the influence of some ev11 spirit is to absolve him of any responsibility.

If evil spirits are the source of evil acts, men have no responsibility

at all in committing evil acts. How can they then be held accountable

~ for Whatlthey do? Is not punishment for a crime misdirected Whah a

cr1m1na1 is 3a11ed7 Shou]d'not the evil spirtt be 1'|9.Jg:arcerated7 Is it

not absurd‘to ma1nta1n that good and evil spirits battle for the m1nd

v“oflman? Why should man prefer good to evil? What is wrong w1th

preferring evt] to_good? Ifdthey could talk, it séems,cehtaih‘that

' the good and evil soirits whould each profess their own viability.

" Who is the ultimate &udge of what is good and what is evil? Is not

Vman h1mse1f the one who chooses between the two, who dec1des ultimately

what is good and what is ev114 Does nof man set the standards for

>‘condoct? Once that i's roa11zed and adm1tted,'what furhter use is the -

.ta]k_aoout sp{{{ts and:gods? Are they not the creations of-man's mind,

,representations'ot the values which man‘through intellect has deve{oped?
dIhisfis the conclusion Andersch reaches th his 1hté]1éctua1

- confrontation withbthe Church and ité-rituals. The Church'ahd\its

rituals are products of humah intelligence, not souroes of ouh o

intelléctual ability. The center of man is his reason. This is.the



|
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1mp0rtant Tesson Andersch takes from: hws ear]y T1fe and from h1s

E

Cow

durch rat1ona1e W111ensakte andern und so d1e WeTt verbessern kbnne “13

ThTS conv1ct10n that man through reason can create a better woer 1s '

I

the mot1vat1ng facter~beh1nd Andersch S dec1s1on to Jjoin the Commun1st

Party The Party 1s perce1ved as a means whereby Andersch can trans-

exper1ences w1th the Church M 1ch g]aubte, dass man ' den Menschen L

form h1s 1ns1ghts about humans 1nto mean1ngfu1 act1on HTS.youthfu] Tan

‘. enthus1asm for the Party 1s aTmost contaglous "Me1n Tasts1nn war es,

©°

‘e1ner neuen,_rea11st1schen Scho]ast]k d1e s1ch m1t dem Ge1st der

i

o

' nature a]]owed h1m to over]ook the fact that the Party was - as gu11ty o

S
¢

Revo]ut1on verband “14

Andersch“s youthfuT enthus1asm for the Party and the chance 1t

/ K

promxsed h1m to rea11ze h1s 1ns1ghts 1nto ‘man’ s true reasonab]e :
i 7 P

"3 as the ChurCh 1n demand1ng tota] subJugat1on to a doctr1ne wh1ch

. 'attempts to 1nf1uence human behav1or from the outs1de It s a]most

too Tate before Andersch reaT1zes that he has been m1s]ed by the Party
“w1r waren d1e Opfer e1ner determ1n1st1schen Ph110$oph1e geworden,'

we]che d1e Fre1he1t des N1TTens Teugnete W1r redeten andauernd

I

Uber d1e Massenbas1s, d1e uns feh]te ohne zu erkennen, dass uns d1e _

Arbe1ter gefo]gt waren wenn w1r uns Zur Tat entsch]ossen hatten “15

Th1s statement expresses two th1ngs The fwrst is- Andersch s L

'Pvrecogn1t1on that the Party 1s not*an organ1zat1on based on the prem1se

©

ex1stence Rather, Tt attempts to force one v1ew on aTT m1nds W

. -;‘ -

- der s1ch spannte, ‘meine Nerven fUhTten das fasz1n1erend Unhe1m11che B

| d1sappo1ntment w1th the Party ‘ Th1s d1sappo1ntment ar1ses from the ',f

: that men through reason shoqu free]y quest1on the bas1s of the1r 'jﬁuéi;ffr

The v1ew 1s 1ncorporated 1n a po]1t1ca1 doctrmne which 1s determ1n1st1c

e i L R
BRI . e . . X o



"1n nature and wh1ch is. therefore perce1ved as be1ng as 1mmutabTe as ;

the dogma of reh1g1on The doctr1ne does~not tolerate 1nd1v1dua1

"“thought and quest1ons It v1ews human T1fe as d1rected by p011t1ca1

and theoret1ca1 cons1derat1ons and not by reason: and human1ty Aga1n,

v”'ias in the Church, 1nd1v1dua1 mot1vat1on, 1nd1v1dua1 w1TT, and therefore

o u1nd1v1dua1 freedom are. suppressed in favor of a one s1ded v1ew thCh

“hattempts to def1ne T1fe in narrow terms Such a dogma 1nh1b1ts free s

;thought and restr1cts man ‘s h1ghest caTT1ng,‘to quest1on and attempt

to comprehend the enormous var1ety and comp]ex1ty of T1fe on earth

o The second aspect of the above statement Teads us 1nto the other -

vmaJor top1c about wh1ch Andersch wr1tes ' By subgugat1ng themselves ;f'{;];

':*to a theoret1caT doctr1ne Andersch and h1s Party comrades reT1nqu1sh : -

- } the’ ab1T1ty to act on the1r own behan . The po1nt here 1s that ca

-

E _;Andersch recogn1zes that true freedom for man ex1sts when man can act B

e for someth1ng, not 1n perce1v1ng one 's seTf as becom1ng free from

SRS

i

:someth1ng Th1s statement 1s Andersch s recogn1t1on that he surrendered

t7‘fh1s freedom to act when he Jo1ned the Party, even though he 1mag1ned

s

r'f';that by Jo1n1ng the Party he cou1d work for the betterment of mank1nd

':vAs he ruefuTTy d1scovers, adherence to and pract1ce of a poT1t1caT

'doctr1ne dqes not necessar11y Tead to 1mprovement 1n the cond1t1on of

:man, regardTess how enT1ghtened the doctr1ne may appear Inev1tab]y

B : bhe 1nterests of the: doctr1ne supersede those of the peopTe 1t .fv '

ostens1b1y serves

An earTy Tesson 1n the danger of sub3ugat1ng one 's. seTf to a

3 poT1t1caT doctr1ne shoqu have been prov1ded by the exper1ence of

Tﬂ”Andersch s dy1ng father F“In se1ner t1efen Ohnmacht Tag er sehr :

”f st1TT, und d1e Trauer se1nes Ges1chts war auf e1nmaT Zur Ruhe gekommen; Y

./‘



“in der Erschdpfung enthU]]te das Haupt aus ge]bem Wachs e1ne Menschen-

21

o Natur vd1e s1ch aus Se]bst]os1gkeq¢ e1ner p011t1schen Idee verschr1eben

nl6

hatte und daran zugrunde ging. Andersch s father had subJugated

h1s persona] 11fe to a p011tca1 doctr1ne to such an extent that when

‘the doctr1ne fa11ed, so,d1d he‘ The examp]e is extreme, but from it

;we 1earn of Andersch s subsequent view of the danger of seek1ng
i o :

T d1rect1on in 11fe from p011t1ca1 dogma

10

o Andersch 1mp11es the quest1on, hat purpose is served by be11ev1ng o

that a po11t1ca1 doctr1ne can d1rect human 11fe7 His 1mp11ed answer is
'juthat no good purpose 1s served The exper1ence of h1s father is a
:-1esson 1n the danger of 5u73ugat1ng one's se1f to. a po]1t1ca] doctrwne‘
;3 It 1s a 1esson, however, wh1ch Andersch 1earns tard11y ‘ -

Andersch w1tnesses the effects of sub3ugat1on of freedom and

”'1nd1v1dua]1ty to an outs1de ent1ty or doctr1ne not on]y in h1s father, :

: fi,but among the so1d1ers«w1th whom he serves on the front 11ne
:,"D1e me1sten deutschen So]daten bewegten s1ch in d1esem Kr1ege n1cht
ih;w1e Traumer auch n1cht w1e Betrunkene, sondern w1e Gebannte wer unter
ﬁ'der Gewa]t des bbsen B11ckes steht, s1eht n1cht mehr Ir1s und Pup1]1e |

‘,des Hypnot1seurs : Se1n Bewusstse1n 1st ausgeschaltet er fUh]t noch
§ 17

: den Bann ohne nach se1nen Grﬁnden zu fragen WAL T Z.ff-,r%j" 7'*,'7"'

&

S And\fsch s d1agnos1s of the menta1 d1spos1t10n of the so]d1ers

is app11cab1e to the genera] populat1on as we]] The w1111ngness of v

' »people to surrender 1nd1v1dua1 r1ghts to f1gures of author1ty can f;
':fonly 1ead to d1saster By pass1ve1y and uncr1t1ca11y accept1ng what |
fthe outs1de author1ty te1ls them they 1ose the ab111ty to make |
hhdec151bns on the1r own beha]f and they a]]ow themse]ves to be fumtn“

7

- :man1pu1ated Most d1stress1ng, as Andersch po1nts out, 1s the 1oss :



of cr1t1ca1 evaTuat1on Once one has surrendered aTT and has come

o under _the speTT of the outs1de author1ty, one is’ no Tonger CapabTe of

recogn1z1ng the author1ty as. good or bad. One s dest1ny is: a]so no.
10nger under one 'S own controT The w1TT1ngness w1th wh1ch peopTe ‘
‘g1ve up controT of” the1r own 11ves, even as popuTar sent1ment constantTy A
calls for 1ncreased freedom of cho1ce, is one. of the great Tron1es of

‘.(human T1fe Here Andersch once again: demonstrates h1s po1nt in regard s

”“to the foTTy' of seek1ng gu1dance from outs1de sources

IF\ Andersch correctTy saw his duty as a young man to work for the ' e

m1t der .

-~good of mank1nd to further understand1ng amohg men

'Schne111gke1t*33hen Begre1fens voTTzog 1ch den Ubertr1tt von den
.nat1onaT1st1schen Doktr1nen me1nes Vaters zZy den Gedanken des B

"vSoz1aT1smus, der Menschen11ebe der Befre1ung der UnterdrUckten,

u18 |

'_der Internat1onaTe und des m111tanten Defa1t1smus Unfortunate]y, :

Tf-ﬂ however Andersch chose the wrong means to rea11ze h1s Taudable _; :

fiamb1t1ons ’ He had obta1ned the proper perspect1ve on 11fe, but 1n
7bhsubJugat1ng h1mse]f to a p011t1ca1 doctr1ne,‘he comprom1sed h1s
l;'ab111ty to act on the 1ns1ghts h1s perspect1ve gave h1m 7Theftg;i
“;recogn1t1on that he had erred came as a: great shock ‘to Andersch

) 'The s1tuat1on was exacerbated by the fact that h1s fT1rtat1on w1th v

;ﬁ-the Party occurred dur1ng Germany S Fasc1st reg1me What normaTTy

’hvgwou1d have been the common awaken1ng by an- adoTescent to the rea]1t1es

“fof Tlfe was for Andersch a dangerous s1tuat1on in wh1ch h1s T1fe was
‘g*ser1ousTy threatened The exper1ence, however, prov1des the source
"‘from wh1ch come the 1deas for h1s subsequent noveTs

'

Thus far it has been argued that one aspect of D1e K1rschen der' e

',‘Fre1he1t deaTs w1th Andersch s attempts to ga1n a proper perspect1ve 'f S



on va]ues and consc1ence to d1scover what is true and‘whatﬂmerely/haS’”"

the appearance of truth Through exposure to the . Church and the S

F-Commun1st Party, two organ1zat1ons wh1ch v1ew “Tife as directed from

!

‘ ﬂouts1de sources and both of wh1ch fa11 to advance modern man - through

these v1ews, Andersch became conv1nced that moral- d1rect1on for man'

jmust come from w1th1n man- and that 1t 1s man's. duty to encourage
growth‘based on th1s perceptjon How then does Andersch actua]]y view

’ Ath1s ”1ns1de of man“7 “_?. :,?»f-; ," L [ LA bﬁl_',,“

Part of the answer is found 1n Andersch s stated v1ew in regard

fto the worth of man “Der wert des Menschen besteht dar1n, dass er.

-

. Mut und Angst Vernunft und Le1denschaft n1cht a]s fe1nd11che Gegen-_“

sﬂtze begre1ft d1e er zerstbren muss, sondern a]s Po]e des einen’

!

Spannungsfe]des,_das er se]ber 1st "19 Andersch sees man as composed

'of-contrast1ng é]ements The 1nterp1ay between these e]ements 1s thé v

|

source of man s v1ta11ty, the source of h1s humanness

Andersch suggests that 1n prder for man to rema1n human and v1ta1

i B these contrasts must be al]owed and even encouraged to react w1th one

-another P011t1ca1 or re11g1ous doctr1nes seek to suppress Certa1n of

3these e]ements 1n favor of others Thus, they render the1r adherents

‘h“’daran denke, spucke 1ch Anner11ch'v0r'm1r aus. Aber 1Ch hatte t.

‘-*:someﬂh1ng ]ess than ”human" as Andersch def1nes the term here

+

s ’
For Andersch persona11y, the most consequent1a1 strugg]e between v_d_-

: ',conf11ct1ng e]ements took p~aﬁ§ dur1ng the Second WOr]d Nar “Ich war

derart auf den Hund gekommen, dass 1ch e1nen deutschen S1eg fﬂr mbg]1ch |

h1e1t “Ich gab dama]s der Kana]ratte ‘eine Chance, Jedesma] wenn 1ch o

*f;wen1gstens noch den R1echer d1e Angst 1n m1r festzuha]ten Hatte 1ch

(s

s1e ﬁberwunden und zerstbrt h&tte 1ch den Mut Uber s1e tr1umph1eren d"'

. RN .
,_-1, B
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".]assen, s0° ware 1ch stumpf geworden, was d1e Kanalratte aus mir zu o

machen gew1TTt war Uber die Jahre des Kr1eges h1nweg, d1e da n

v

fngten, habe 1ch n1cht nur den Mut, sondern auch d1e Angst gerettet

vb1s zu den Tagen, ‘an denen 1ch me1ne FTucht wagte N1emaTs hdtte 1ch

1

.den Mut zur -Flucht aufgebracht wenn ich n1cht im gTe1chen Masse, in

w20 . . o R
dem 1ch mut1g war fe1ge gewesen ware 0 EICE : o
o ) 3o

For Andersch it was extremeTy 1mportant that he keep aTT confllct-

L 1ng emot1ons and pass1ons in equ1T1br1um Because he does not give:in.

: ‘totaTTy to one pass1on or des1re, he 1s free to act for the benef1t of

'~h1s comb1ned 1nterests Andersch recogn1zes th1s fact as the reaT

= :~source of freedom for the 1nd1v1dua1 In th1s context L1v1a W1ttman s

\

f@statement app11es in regard to the centraT 1dea of, the book ' “W1e 1st T.
es mbgT1ch unter aTTen Umstanden, s1ch d1e 1nd1v1due]1en Fre1he1t

'zu bewahren‘?“21 i
/ B

: How has AnderschbdeaTt w1th th1s quest1on of freedom? The o
tpreced1ng d1scuss1on has shown that‘an understand1ng of the factors
jwh1ch const1tute the 1nd1v1dua1 psyche must precede the quest1on of
ﬁtpreserv1ng freedom As Andersch notes, the 1nd1v1dua1 is composed of
th"a number of confT1ct1ng eJements, among them courage, fear, reason,
o ;and pass1on They aTT contend for the 1nd1v1dua1 s comp]ete attent1on
j"v.-;'.vAndersch ma1nta1ns that a- dec151on d1ctated soTeTy by one s emot1on 1s ‘h
‘:-1not a free dec1smon The pract1ca1 examp]e he offers is the story of
| 7h1s 1nvo]vement w1th‘the Commun1st Party | ) | |
“ The Party promuTgated a. part1cu1ar poT1t1ca1 doctr1ne The»essence'ﬁ'
of: any doctr1ne is to favor certa1n quaT1t1es\or facts at the. expense v.,¥.
‘T;of others Its adherents accept the view of the doctr1ne to the‘ff ; i

,;echusion7of other:v1ewpo1nts. Adherence to such a doctr1ne therefore



-
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‘ﬂimtts the pércention of the individua] ‘When the indivfdua] makes a

4

j‘dec1s1on or when a dec1s1on is requ1red the d1rect1on ot the dec1s1on
s pre determ1ned by the doctr1ne 'The individual does not'act as a,:
'lfree agent but as an agent of the doch1ne A truly free 1nd1v1dua1
“would not a]]ow him- or herself to become 11m1ted by a part1cu1ar
‘doctr1ne v_ | A

' In order to ma1nta1n the d1stance requ1red to avowd becomlng
11m1ted by a part1cu1ar v1ewpo1nt an 1nd1v1dua1 must ma1nta1n an
| equ111br1um among the compet1ng e]ements and needs of the psyche
- As po1nted out ear11er Andersch fa11ed to do th1s when he. became
1nvo]ved W1th the Commun1st Party He subgugated h1mse1f to Party
doctrine and re11nqu1shed his freedom Because of the p011t1ca1
c1rcumstances at that t1me: the consequences of’h1s dec1s1on were.

"almost fata] “.

H1s dec1s1on to desert the Army ar1ses from a more ba]anced

- jpercept1on Rather than take h1s cue from outs1de ru]es, he comp]ete]y .

'f1gnores the oath of a]]eg1ance he de11vered dur1ng h1s forced 1nduct1on
~1nto the army and re11es on h1s 1nner conv1ct1ons ‘ Those conv1ct1ons
ﬂ[are based on human va1ues and not on re11g1ous and po]1t1ca1 credos

vf Andersch -Was not swayed by pass1ons engendered by adherence to a

part1cu1ar doctr1ne He ma1nta1ned the ab111ty to make a ba]anced

o dec1s1on He knew what the correct course of act1on was, and 1t/
"rema1ned for h1m to act on h1s conv1ct1on |

The act of desert1on was a]so the concrete express1on of h1s |

25

'_ereedom as. an - 1nd1v1dua] Proof of freedom exists when one acts free]y,

(

K‘IJ}"Ich hattekm1ch entsch]ossen, rUber zu gehen, we11 1ch den Akt der

i Fre1he1t vo]121ehen wo]]te, der zw1schen der Gefangenschaft aus der L



ich,kam;yund derjenigen, in die‘ich-ging; im NTEmandsWand lag. Ich '~
wollte rlber, weil ich mir damit aufs neue das Recht erwarb, Beding-

“ungen stellen zu kdnnen, auf .die-ich mir schon in der Vergangenheit

einen Anspruchferworben hatte;;ich wollte diesen fast verjahrten
22 | |

L

Anspruch erneuern."

In this:regard Andersch's act of freedom represents a most

S

statement illustrates, he does not'percieve that act’as'a'measure to

free himself from the German army or the oppress1on of a totalitarian

statet He confesses that he w111 mere]y exchange one fonn of 1ncar-‘

. ceration for ‘the other “The 1mportance Jnes 1n the act'1tse1f for ’

,'Andersch acts free]y, un1mpeded by doctr1ne or dogma. He does not

v'seek nor does he proffer trad1t1ona1 moral Just1f1cat1ons H1s own

'consc1ence is. at rest because the act 1s based on the va]ues he.

/\ perce1ves to be true. Those va]ues are drawn from the bas1c shared

o

va]ues of human1ty wh1ch transcend the str1ctures of re11g1on and

po11t1cs 1'._ ' , J-f, S ',i - . R
A summary of th1s chapter must begin w1th the f1rst statement

quoted from Andersch _ He says the book is an attempt to 111ustrate

the background to the act wh1ch g1ves mean1ng to "his Tife. The book:

L8

- serves:the dua] purpose of eXp1a1n1ng the act and Just1fy1ng it.

H1s approach is-in line with the true nature of\man S behav1or

"Zuerst " war das BedUrfn1s des Menschen, sich auf 1rgende1ne We1se

-mensch1jch,;das he1sstvanders als Sch1mpansen oder Ameasen -

Verha]tenswe1se 23'1The"exp1anat1'ons for‘man's motivations are

]

. trad1t1ona11y cod1f1ed in re11g1ons or, for modern man, in po]1t1ca1

L/
L
;o
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creative act. He'exercises thé‘abi]ity to do something. As the above

' *4verha1ten,‘und dann erst trieblesrihn.auf'dje MotivSUche,:nach.so]cher )



- prowide exp]anations.for_actionsfa]ready'taken.

@

and economic ideologies. These codifications take on a separate

embodiment and are perceived as ends in themselves, as loci from

o

. wh1ch man rece1ves d1rect1on in life.

For Andersch 1t is 1mportant that. the correct percept1on of such

mental constructs be maintained. The human act precedes the attempt

to Justify it. ‘Whatever phi]osoph1ca1 or mora1‘mean1ng man gtves_

/
{

that act comes from man as well ‘and not from an outside entity.
For Andersch there is no god in the Christian sense who stands in.
judgement over human actions. He is a creation of man's need‘to

]

The importance;of‘Anderschfs book is that Andersch does not
tndu]ge‘in’mystica]‘or metaphysical tangents to explain the action he -
took in desert1ng the German army.. He finds a great dea1 of strength
‘and mean1ng in the recogn1t1on that h1s act is mot1vated by strictly

humanvcons1derat1onsu Andersch wants to save h1s own 11fe and preserve

Lo PR

dfdr him$e1t4the ability to choose the course_hjs 1ife shou]d take[

: Invorder to preserve this-ability} Andersch recognizes that he can not -

surrender or SUbjugate himself to a restrictive re]igious or political

dogma Such a surrender would 11m1t h1s freedom and 1mp1nge his

.ability ito act for his own 1nterests

‘Andersch's regect1on;of religious and po]iticé].dogmatdoes_not»
become a source of despair. He does not fee] that-by rejectingrthesel
be11efs and the 1nst1tut1ons wh1ch they spawn that he abandons any
respons1b1e means by wh1c? h1s act1ons can be directed or comprehended.
H1s re3ect1on of these menta] constructs as 1mmutab1e facts means that

“he recogn1zes man himself as the1r source "It is his. be]1ef that,

u1t1mate1y, man must turn to himself in order to.find the answers "to
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the queStions which come to him as a result of his inte]]ect.
R Tigiodsland poTiticaT credos can;be of sdme help in this regard.
ngever, again, they are merely expressions of man's attemptS’to come
to temms with‘his existence. -They are not ent1t1es in their own r1ght
[t can be argued that religious and po]1t1ca1 1nst1tut1ons have helped
man progress, but 1t must aTso be recogn1zed that such progress has
been h1ndered h1stor1ca11y by numerous regress1ons 1n “the form or war -’
Viand persecution 1nsp1red by church and po]1t1ca1‘1nst1tut1ons
| Andersch S book suggests that in order to answér questions about
values and conscxence, 1t is better to circumvent the distractive
" overlays of re11g1on and. po]1t1cs and go d1rect1y to the heart of the
"matter,,wh1ch is man~h1mse1f and his complex nature As Andersch says,
man's nature is composed'of contraSting eTements The tens1on between
these elements is. the source of man's v1ta11ty, creat1v1ty, ang humanlty
It 1s the character1st1c wh1ch sets h1m apart from other creaturea
; Any attempt_to suppress one e]ement in fayor of another upsets the*
'naturaT?baTance between them and results Tn extremes of human‘behavior‘
,IFree'menfuiTT not‘arbitrartly restrictbany of'these eTements They w111
allow each to funct1on as. Tong as . posswb]e, in order to. ascerta1n 1ts

+

true nature w1thout a110w1ng it to 1n1t1ate extreme act1on wh1ch wou]d
lysupset the other ba]anc1ng ;orces In this manner free men reta1n the1r _
freedom They choose those courses of act1on wh1ch ma1nta1n the tens1on
'between the var1ous extremes of the1r character

“Andersch's f1rst noveT is the story of how he came to take totally
free act1on There are na myst1ca1 or metaphys1ca1 roots to h1s act1on

Andersch recogn1zes ‘the contrast1ng eTements of human nature and he acts

‘to ma1nta1n ‘the cond1t1ons under which these contrast1ng/e1ements can be



‘kept alive.  He thereby retains his humanity and”gives an-example Qfxb

.humanistically based conscience.

29



CHAPTER“II - SANSIBAR ODER DER LETZTE GRUND

In Sans1bar oder der letzte Grund Andersch introduces three .

archetypes wh1ch "he . cont1nues 1n succeed1ng nove]s The archetypes

are represented by the characters Knudsen, Gregor, and He]ander

"Each corresponds to a part1cu1ar v1ewpo1nt in regard to- the true origin

of va]ues and conscience. In this chapter, each archetype will he

examined in. order to il1luminate those viewpoints further.

- Knudsen is an example of one mah‘who relishes action, who-enjoys<

getting things done, but who willingly cripp1es himse]f by'surrendering

his freedom to an abstraCt’po]ttical doctrine. | The\doctrine here is

Communism. From the outset it is clear that Knudsen does not like the

Communist Party organ1zat1on. He/1s p]agued by “se1nen Hass gegen d1e

Partei,[wet] sie‘versagt,hatte.“24
: doctrtne, however, and.allows his 1ife_to be manipulated by that;"

doctrine.

: KnUdsen is a comp1ex‘chara¢ter who'embodies'contrasting e]ements}

/
On the one hand he favors 1ndependent act1on, the prospect of sav1ng

the statue s an ent1c1ng poss1b111ty for res1stance to the Naz1s

'"Jetzt b1n 1ch der Fisch, dachte Knudsen, der F1sch vor der Ange]

He has no quarre] wnth party \K:

RN

\_Ich kann anbe1ssen oder n1cht . Aber auf d1esen Koder abe 1ch me1nf,

]eben lang angeb1ssen, entsann er. 51ch ~ Und immer hat der Haken Weh
getan; Aber 1mmer hat er m1ch 1n die Luft ger1ssen, 1n der man dtev

-Schreie deerische hbren konnte. Verdammt w111 1ch se1n, dachte
' 25

Knmdsen vo]]er wut wenn ich ein stummer Fisch. se1n sol1."™. Knudsen»

.>.1s pred1sposed to act when confronted w1th the poss1b111ty af act1ve
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resistance against the Nazis. Thereﬂare, however, two cqnstraints on
his inclination. One is his mentally ii] wife whom he loves very much
and who wou1d be BﬁaCed in jeopardy,if he were to act. The othen con-
straint is 1mposed’by his own perceived need to adhere to outside ”
dineCtion Because the Party does not condone acts of res1stance and

- because Knudsen st11] professes 1oya1ty to the Party, it is 1n1t1a11y
1mposs1b1e for him to act accord1ng to h1s true 1nst1ncts

Knudsen rea11zes that his own" 1nst1ncts are ‘correct and that if
she Were to follow them he wou1d 1ead the life most suited to his needs.

But he is unable to accept the direction which comes from within. ‘

FEVen though he ts capable of making choaces on his own and of acting -
on his own, he refuses totdoyso;_ He does not trustvhtmself to make
the r1ght dec151on B - | e

When he f1na]1y acts to save Judith and the statue,‘he does S0
not because he ‘acts on the strength of 1nneroconv1ct1on, but,because
he feels compelled to do 50 by Gregor "Nennadie Pantei schon'im -
Eimer 1st dann mUssen d1e Jungen kneifen wie er, und d1e A]teren SO

- owie 1ch Dann 1st es besser w1r machen so]che Sachen w1e d1e, zu
: )

der er mich heute gezwungen hat, Sachen ohne die Partew, pr1vate

This statement revea]s two things about Knudsen. First, he con-

' Sachen

fesses'that the Party is. no Lpnger of any use. 'As an organization it
has fa11ed,1n Knudsen's eyes to offer re51stance to the‘Nazis This‘

could be a source of 11beration'fOr Knudsen. . He no Ionger fee]s bound'

'; by Party codes and can offer the resistance he feels 1s appropr1ate

Yet, andvth1s'Tsethe secondopo1nt, Knudsen refuses’to recogn1ze\that he

fcan now operate as a free agent. “Even though he says that in the face
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of the Party's cotlapse it is better that he and Gredor carry out
pr1vate acts of res1stance, the percept1on that Grogor forcoq him to
do this betrays Knudsen s inability to recogn1ze or accept that the
‘impulses for the act1on come from within h1mse1f. Unless an impulse
s sahctioned by ah outside entity which makes a claim to authority,
Knudsen is uhwi11ihg,to"recogn1;e the validity of that impulse.. °
‘This passage c]éar1y illustrates the\prob1ematica1 nature of
Knudéeh, Eveh though he is presehted with thelopportunity to act
freely-on his own 1audab]g mnbitiohs, he ‘refuses to take‘the opportunity;
he refus%f to recbgnizeJhis own worth in acting as an 1hd1vid0a1.
He is 1ncapab]e of acting-until some outside authority bids him to act
on hi;finstincts.‘ Knudsen serves-as an archetype of one who constantly
needs%?e1nf0rcement by an outside entity befdre'injtiatind action
‘wh1ch he knows is good~and correct. He is fearfu]'of his own individu-
a11ty He f1nds secur1ty on]y 1n the masses or ina 1arge organ1zat1on
where he can re11nqu1sh his 1nd1v1dua11ty ‘
For,thJs reason it is d1ff1gu1t for Gregor to prod Knudsen into
action, eVen thbdgh Knudseneadmitsvto hihsejf that he would rather
act thahtremaihia'hute tish fqh the rest of'hishljfe.‘ Only when
‘iKnudsen'fee]s forced into action, on1} when he is able to trahsfek
,  the perce1ved 1ocus of the 1mpulse from the Party to Gregor, 15 he
' agte to rescue Jud1th and the statue The irony of Knudsen' 'S character
is that he w1111ng1y transfers h1s own 1dea1s and amb1t1ons to outside
_ent1t1es,‘to which he thenelooks‘for gu1daqce, One is tempted to |
euggeét that. it wqu]d be'fah healthier fdr Knudsen té-simp]y recoghize
~ that he is_the sdurce ofﬁthese impu]se§ and"that outside santtions are |

a

Anbthhecessary. Indeed, the 1eé$oh.fhom his association with the Party
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1 is: that by surrender1ng h1s 1nd1v1duaﬂ1ty to the Party, he ]eaves'

¢

"»‘h1mse1f open to man1pu1at1on by the Party

/ : . .
Knudsen w111 a]ways perce1ve the rea] 1ocus of 1mpu]ses and
X flde51res as outs1de of h1mse1f He w111 a]ways requ1re d1rect1on from Ce

'some author1ty before he takes any act1on H1s apparent]y 1nd1v1dua1
i N

'?lﬁact in rescu1ng Jud1th and the statue is 111usory The Party s doctr1ne :4“

'-‘i reta1ns hrs~u1tmmate 1oya1ty ’:"Er hat d1e Fahne heruntergeho]t, aber ‘»;'ﬁ
1f1er hat s1e sorgfaltad zusammengefa]tet und 1n se1nen Schrahk ge]egt B
;:anstatt vor 1hr zu f11ehen Uberw1ntern w111 er m1t 1hr, we11 er n1cht
= we1ss, dass F]aggen d1e man gestrlchen hat, n1e w1eder f1attern ff
v”'werden W1e ehedem Natbr]1ch g1bt es Fahnen, dle nach e1ner N1eder1age
g]orre1ch w1eder auferstehen Aber es g1bt ke1ne Fahnen,vd1e man. ine
.'fSchranke 1egen und. w1eder hervorho]en kann, deswegen werden d1e Fahnen,th"“
tvd1e man h1ssen maid wenn d1e andeten e1nma1 n1cht mehr herrschen i~;‘r’7x;

.”"werden, ke1ne glorre1chen Banner se1n, sondern gefarbte Le1nwandstUcke,

<

;4i d1e man w1eder er]aubt hat w1r werden 1n e1ner We1t 1eben, dachte

A"‘Gregor, 1n der a]]e Fahnen gestorben se1n werden Irgendwann spater
dﬁ' sehr 1ange Ze1t darnach w1rd es vve11e1cht neue Fahnen geben,:echte

Fahnen, aber 1ch b1n m1r n1cht s1cher, dachte er ob es nlcht besser
";tware wenn es Uberhaupt ke1ne mehr gabe Kann man-1nve1neere1t'1eben;fh

‘af1n der d1e F]aggenmasten 1eer stehen7"27"‘

P

Gregor S . statement app]1es not on]y to Knudsen 'S 51tuat1on but to

LA

?‘v'the genera] s1tuat1on of man H1s quest1on, "Kann man 1n e1ner Welt

» t]eben, Ln der d1e F1aggenmasten 1eer stehen?”fm1ght be rephrased to
» LR
’;,ask, can 1t ever be poss1b1e for one to 11ve 1n a wor]d where outs1de

‘fsymbols of author1ty and outs1de ver1f1cat1ons are not necessary,t

| 'a wdr]d 1n wh1ch the rea] 1ocus of man s des1nes and 1mpulses 1s

Llan
el i
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‘frecogn1zed as Jn man h1mse1f? Knudsen is- presented as an.. examp]e of =
ﬁdvone who surrenders h1s 1ocus to a po]1t1ca1 1deo1ogy and thereby 1eaves
‘th1mse1f open to man1pu1at1on and f1na11y betraya1 by that 1deology

Why not d1spense w1th the 1deo]09y, the f]ags, the symbo]s, asks

. Gregor, and address rea] human needs and des1res7

f;war a]s d1e E1nnahme der Stad

Gregor of course 15 the archetype of one who eschews party doctr1ne

”‘;and rema1ns an 1nd1v1dua1 - Un11ke Knudsen, Gregor S d1saffect1on w1th
'the Party stems from a d1sagreement over ph1]osophy and not organ1zat1on“
'; He no 1onger acqepts the Party s determ1n1st1c ph1losophy, Gregor v1ews .

';”h1mse1f as an 1nd1v1dua1 respons1b1e for h1s own act1ons As he
nﬂtapproaches Rer1k Gregorvref1ects on the source of h1s d1saffect1on

"w1th the Party '“Im Anb11ck Rer1ks er1nnerte Gregor s1ch an. Taraskova,<;

Lo Rees

'_we11 dort se1n Verrat begonnen hatte Der Verrat hatte dar1n.f

A

7‘7bestanden,,dass 1hm a]s e1nz1gem der go]dene Sch11d w1cht1ger geWesen

t "28 Taraskova was the obJect of a

| jfm111tary exerc1se 1n wh1ch Gregor part1c1pated wh11e tra1n1ng w1th
‘--4the Party 1n the Sov1et Un1on The go]den shTe1d 1s a metaphor for

‘E‘the c1oud of smoke and dust wh1ch hovered above the d1stant c1ty

7;%:From Gregor s vantage po1nt the s]ant1ng rays of sunsh1ne 1mbue

the f]at c]oud w1th a go]den pat1na hence the reference to a

o go]den sh1e1d Gregor S. aesthet1c, even romantwc,.v1s1on of the c1ty

&

-c1ashes w1th the pure]y tact1ca1 and strateg1c cons1derat1ons of h1s
ffcomrades They are 1nterested 1n the c1ty because 1t 1s the obJect of
"{the1r m1]1tary quest Gregor on the other hand‘\does‘not even con=

's1der the town 1n th1s manner He v1ews the town with. aesthet1c

W '\I e
Y

'7*ﬂ'apprec1at10n- H1s v1ew 1s fundamenta]]y d1fferent from that of. h1s

bl

'comrades:and it sets;h1m-apart from them. vIt;1s a‘fjrst-1nd1cat1on.to



-"ngnauso haben w1r geTesen, ge]esen, geTesen Er'1st w1r

S

N

himself ‘that he think‘s ¢iFferently than wha‘t is :required of him.

;ﬂHe th1nks 1ndependent1x‘of the Party, as an 1nd1v1dua1 '“Dle Genossen Bl

| 1m Zentra1k0m1tee waren ntcht m1t 1hm zufr1eden S1e fanden,.er se1
29 SR . . .
Hj

o

Gregor cons1ders h1mseTf to be a v1ct1m of the Party 'S dEter'"’fvi_;

bf]au geworden

= min1st1c»ph1Tosophy,. The recogn1t1on of th1s fact Teads Gregor to
assert'his own‘wTTJ He drops the tenets oprarty 1deoTogy and acts'
;on h1s own beT1efs | The 1n1t1a1 effect is aTmost exh1Tarat1ng

f:"Sow1e man d1e Parte1 im St1ch Tasst g1bt es W1eder Romant1k e
u30 ' |

oot

-ffdachte Gregor Long dormant emot1ons are released wh1ch a]Tows

J‘,'Gregor to be attracted to Jud1th : The theoret1ca1 prospect of act1ng

::-outs1de of the Party organ1zat10n a]so becomes pract1caT

I3

The ObJECt wh1ch serves as a cataTyst to th1s change on the part

‘u, 2

"e'of Gregor 1s the wooden f1gure Gregor fee]s an 1ntense aff1n1ty for

'pthe statue "Genauso s1nd w1r 1n der Len1n-Akadam1e gesessen und

”31v ATthough

o

glseem1ngly a11ke 1n th1s regard an- 1mportant d1fference cxtsts between ",

”,fGregor and the statue ""Er s1eht aus wie e1ner der Jederze1t das

aQBuch zuk]appen kann und aufstehen, um etwas ganz anderes zu tun‘ 32m

'::In h1s pre transformed state Gregor 1s unabTe to comprehend thts '

’r,t:apparent att1tude -For exampTe, if the f1g§%§ is a representat1on of o

'!a young monk read1ng the B1b1e, how can it profess to be a monk a»t‘

B w1thout totaTTy be11ev1ng in the scr1pture 1t reads?» Gregor asks vf

. ”further how 1s 1t poss1b1e "Nach den Rege]n Teben, ohne den Ge1st zu

"jb1nden?"33 For Gregor the answer to th1s quest1on br1ngs start11ng

' t.1mp11cat1ons for h1s own s1tuat1on The smaTT f1gure is a free

-_th1nker who is not 1deoTog1ca]Ty bound He reads cr1t1ca]1y, w1thout



: *begrenzte k]e1ne Akt1onen durchfhhrt, 1m e1genen Auftrag

_v1deo1og1ca1 b11nders He is prepared to 11ve a 11fe d1rected from

|

' ?”w1th1n rath r than from w1thout

Gregor s moved by th1s rea11zat1on He confesses, "Tch habe

"e1nen gesehen, der ohne Auftrag»lebt, E1nen der lesen: kann und

‘idennoch StehEn nd fortgehen u34 GregOr'is'envious of the figure

.'.H1s envy 1s unde standab]e Unt1] now he has accepted a]] the ass1gn— -

ments the Party ha g1ven h1m He has been gu111b1e and has aﬂ]owed
B h1s 1ife to be d1rec'ed by the Party He has not béen honest w1th
th1mse1f nor adm1tted 2o, h1mse1f that he WOu1d rather 11ve w1thout

: ;orders from someone e]s g when he sees se]f conv1ct1on so c]ear]y :

'fyrepresented 1n the sma]] _1gure, he is 1nsp1red ‘to seek that qua11ty

”f§v1n h1mse1f As a resu]t h,'ga1ns courage to act accord1ng to h1s ﬂ“'

ﬁown conv1ct1ons

These conv1ct1ons are basedr.n"a persona]'ethica]-sta;

. Es hatte n1cht gest1mmt gdenn 1ch b1n ke1n Kommun1st me r, ich b1n |

~ein’ Deserteur Ich b1n auch ke1n Deserteur, sondern e1n ann, derﬁ"'

=.3these acts 1s the sav1ng of the statue The other 1s his re'cue of
*:Jud1th ' 1f”;'i’? S i ’7'..7 1:\ f LT N

Gregor s mot1ve f0r sav1ng Jud1th 1s twofo]d F1rst1y, sh>‘1s

\

36‘.":

[ which

*“'_ 1n great danger and needs he]p Gregor recogn1zes th1s and 1s in a S

'hbpos1t1on to give her the he]p she needs’. He thus responds to the"xi”

Bl

hhuman1st1c pr1nc1p1es wh1ch now gu1de h1s 11fe Second]y, 1t 1s a -

_'means of offer1ng act1ve res1stance to the Naz1s
e 0n~another 1eve1 Jud1th serves as a contrast to Gregor S f1rst

' C e il .
TG



»‘1ove Anna. 'Gregorifee1s guttty becaUSe‘he‘was'unabie»to rescue'her'.
from ban1shment from the Party Now he is-in-a pos1t1on where he can
rescue a young woman and abso1ve the gu11t he fee]s 1n regard to Anna

»45 and the gu11t that resu]ts from h1s assoc1at1on w1th the Party. |

'“Ich habe a11es fa]sch gemacht, sagte er ' Ne1n erw1derte Jud1th‘

t

= S1e retten m1ch doch Das 1st zu wen1g, dachte Gregor . maﬁyhann a]]es

"36 Gregor s d;:'

' r1cht1g machen und dabe1 das W1cht1gste versaumen

v thoughts have a doub]e mean1ng In the context of h1s re]at1onsh1p
w1th Jud1th he 1s sav1ng Jud1th s 11fe but 1os1ng her 1ove . She 1s‘
1eav1ng and ‘he- 1s embark1ng on a career of act1ve res1stance to the

Na21s In a 1arger context the remarks accurate]y descr1be Gregor S

11fe1 Accord1ng to Party 1deo1ogy he has. done everythlng correct]y e

: unt11 now Yet he has m1ssed the 1mportant th1ngs 1n 11fe sense of3

‘i\persona1 fu]f111ment love for another person, act1ng 1n accord w1th .

y |

e persona] be11efs None of these come 1f ‘one subJects one 's se]f to

a ph1]osophy or 1deo1ogy wh1ch den1es the freedom of 1nd1v1dua1 w111
Whereas Knudsen is the archetype of one who subJugates h1s w1]1

to a po11t1ca1 doctr1ne and whereas Gregor succeeds 1n ma1nta1n1ng h1s

of one who surrenders h1s own w111 to re]1g1ous doctr1ne He,-asa

Knudsen, fee1s that he can not ex1st on the strength of h1s own

' ’: 1nd1v1dua11ty by reJect1ng that doctr1ne, Pastor He]ander 1s an examp]e .

conv1ct1ons He needs the sanct1ons of an outs1de author1ty, He can

not w1th good consc1ence, 1n1t1ate any act1on un]ess that act1on is

approved by th1s author1ty, 1n th1s case the Church H1s own 1nterests.ﬁ

i

I

: are so 1ntertw1ned w1th those of the Church that when the Church fa1ls,h

CB

He]ander fee]s that he has fa1]ed as we]]

In contrast to the other characters, h1s s1tuat1on 1s tota]]y
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»w1thout hope Knudsen be11eves the Party f]ag has been fur]ed for the
. moment and that one day 1t will be unro]]ed aga1n He can cont1nue to
~"-"11ve because he be11eves that the author1ty to whlch he. fee]s he must

_ subm1t w111 one day re estab11sh 1tse1f Gregor fares much better

[.vbecause he reJects party 1deo1ogy and ach1eves a-sense of true 1dent1ty

;through h1s pr1vate act1ons aga1nst the Naz1s For He]ander,xhpwever, -

 there s no a]ternat1ve after the Church He knows the Church 1s a

’“fa11ed 1nst1tut1on, one wh1ch dpes not even 1nterest the Naz1s,‘who -

:'are ever aware. of threats to thelr presumpt1on to author1ty
\

“Den macht1gen Chr1stus auf dem A]tar 1assen s1e 1n Ruhe, se1n k1e1ner_7"ad

JiSchU]er 1st es, der s1e stort "37 Free th1nkers, as represented by
\

't”;the statue and by Gregor are of more 1nterest to the author1t1es

He]ander S 1nst1nct1ve urge to save the statue from desecrat1on'1'

ﬂ-f1nds no support from the Church as an organ1zat1on W1thout the

”ieiauthor1ty of the Church to support h1m Helander has nowhere to turn :
”'\but to h1mse1f He 15 daunted by th1s new cha]]enge.' "Es 1st absurd '

iff;wegen e1ner k1e1nen 1eblosen Ho]zf1gur, so a]1e1n zZu~ se1n, w1e 1ch

: morgen fruh a]1e1n se1n werde morgen frUh wenn d1e anderen B
’ 38

o

;kommen He]ander must now contend w1th the fact that he 1s act1ng
,tialone, w1thout the support of the Church on wh1ch he has re]1ed so

‘1ong : Faced w1th such an unaccustomed s1tuatlon He1ander pan1cs and

: 7;hast11y cons1ders h1s opt1ons He can try to escape and save h1s 11Fe,'r

'Lfor he 1s in morta1 danger Or he can rema1n and confront the

: ”3author1t1es when they arr1ve to conf1scate the now m1ss1ng statue ‘_";f

“

Both opt1ons are. prob]emat1ca] for He]ander Escape from Rer1k SR

”f‘would enta11 ever]ast1ng ackﬁow]edgement that the Church has fa11ed

'_He]ander wou]d have to 11ve w1th th1s know]edge and face the fact as
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we]]ythat he wasted mOSt’of.hts 11te in seruice to the*Church
Rema1n1ng 1n Rer1k means that He]ander has to endure 1nterrogat1on and
torture at the hands of the author1t1es ' | |

Both cho1ces are- unacceptab]e to He]ander His spirit'is not .
ﬁstrong enough for h1m to live a 11fe w1thout the d1rect1on prov1ded i
by the outs1de author1ty of the Church A pa1nfu1 death at the hands
of the Naz1s is phys1ca11y unacceptab]e He]ander cou]d conso]e

~h1mse1f w1th the prospect of martyrhood but as he no 1onger be]1eves

Cdn the Church th1s a1ternat1ve is 1mposs1b1e '"Weder Gott noch der

'hK]osterschﬁ]er konnten von 1hm ver]angen, dass er se1nen Kbrper den_ht

,Pe1tschen oder Gumm1sch]auchen den anderen aussetzte w39 t'vﬁoib
: By k1]11ng h1mse1f and some of the author1t1es, Helander proves o .

’dthat he is unab1e to 11ve 11fe w1thout the crutch of the Church to .

j’support h1m “For He]ander the prospect of 11v1ng a 11fe d1rectedv¢-'

'*‘fffrom w1th1n is. unacceptah]e He has been tota]]y dependent on thed‘v

Church for mﬁra] gu1dance The gu1d1ng force in h1s 11fe has come

Y

"-v'from w1thout When he perce1ves that force has fa11ed he must ]ook

1nward for a]ternat1ve d1rect1on H1s 1nst1nct1ve action to save the -
.hstatue 15 an 1nd1cat1on that he can 1n1t1ate 1ndependent act1on and
»vthought However, He1ander lacks the courage to re]y on h1mse1f
W1th0ut the Church beh1nd h1m he perce1ves that he is tota]]y alone ;
t in. the*wor1d He does not cons1der 1ook1ng to other men for he]p
| His. who]e ]1fe has been ded1cated to the- not1oh that men are 1nf]uenced
. ;by the dev1] and that God is- the one. good th1ng 1n 11fe When he f":- -.
: f1na]1y rea11zes that h1s god is a sham death 1s perce1ved as. the o
a_on]y a]ternat1ve to a 11fe wh1ch can no longer re]y on d1rect1on from‘

-fan outs1de ent1ty ";"
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He]ander's story represents one of Andersch's harshest criticisms

»

of the Church and the effect its dogma has on man's w1]1 In Andersch S

:'v1ew re11g1ous dogma renders man unéb]e to act when confronted w1th
".cond1t1ons of_soc1al orypoT1t1ca1 injustice.. An,examp]e is Helander's
attitude toward the Nazts before he'realizes the total failure of the'
| H,Church‘ "Wie hatte erisich bisher*dea>51eg"der5anderen erk1art?

fSehr einfach - Gott war abwesend er lebte in der grbssten Uberhaupt
'denkbaren Ferne, und die. Welt waE}das Reich des Satans. 140

He1ander separates the ev11 produted by the Naz1s from the Naz1s

themse1ves H1s exp]anat1on for the1r v1ctory is. that an ev1] embod1ed .
~in-an 1nv1s1b1e Satan has temporar11y taken over the wor]d The Naz154' |
‘ are-mere too]s~of th1s ev11vsp1r1t and’not propagators of‘unJUSt deeds[_

Such a percept1on in regard to the source of evil necessar11y creates

. problems whenvtry1ng tg_combat the,_vil If the Naz1s are mere

agents, resistance to'them wil - affect the u1t1mate source of
ev11‘- The evf1 Wt11‘contﬁnue,ron1y it wﬁl] take some'other form.
Accord1ng to this scenario, on]y God can f1ght the ultimate source

of evil. Nhen He preva1]s men bask in the g10r1es of" his. v1ctor1es

- When He suffers reverses, as exemp11f1ed by the rise of the Naz1s,

"’of no he]p in curb1ng such unJust 1deo]og1es as Fasc1sm

 men suffer as_a consequence By sharing th1s percept1on, Chr1st1an
.believers are.incapable Offdea11ng-d1rect1y w1th the tempora]-man1- '
gfestationS‘of thT As a consequence the1r profound fa1th 1n God 1s
’ He]ander is a church man who f1na11y comes to this rea11zat1on
He rea11zes that his fa1th has robbed h1m of the abL}fff'to combat

:the Naz1s. ,They are not per%on1f1catjons of the devil nor are they'

L agents of some other sin1Ster‘sp1ritua1‘power. They are the source ’
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~ of evil and perpetrators of unjust andlinhuman deeds. They can not be .
‘jopposed by mere re1iance on”fatth.'ﬂFaith in spiritual deities ontyv
.»d1storts percept1on of .the true source of ev1] | |
He]ander s decision to resist the Naz1s by saving the statue is
recogn1t1on of this fact, The tragedy of h1s‘s1tuat1on, however, is
that once he rea]izes the tdue source of evil and that the means to.
: combat this evil res1de 1n man, he 1is unab]e to offer further res1stance
' H1s faith has made h1m weak . When it is gone he finds he does not have
-the inner strength requ1red to counter human evil. Death offers the
on]y escape- from th1s pred1cament ’
The extent to wh1ch He]ander recognizes the sham of the Church is -
expressed 1n the statement, "Doktor Frerk]dg war ein guter Arzt - er
konnte Zaubersprdche S0 vorbr1ngen, dass man sie ihm: g]aubte Ein‘
'guter Pfarrer tat ‘nichts anderes Auf die Wahrheiten der Med1z1n und o
der Re11g1on kam es schon 1ange n1cht mehr an, was man von den Rrzten -
und Pfarrern hdren wollte,. waren Zauberspr@che Beschwdrungsforme]n w1l
Th1s is Andersch s statement on how pathet1ca11y dependent many
' peop]e are on the d1stract1ve dogma of the Church -Such peop1e are
unw1111ng and~unab1e to accept that ev11 men are the source of evil
deeds and that to combat this ev1] one must combat these men There t§'
no mag1c formu]a wh1ch can un11atera11y wipe out ev11] Rea1 de]fverance
will not ~come through attempts to d1vorce hum%n evil from 1ts propa—*
~ gators and re]egate it to a metaphys1ca1 level where 1mag1nary spirits -
batt]e in the stead of mank1nd Th1s 1s the main message Andersch '
B conveys through the character He]ander |
Th1s message is a part of Andersch s apparent conv1ct1on that man
is doomed to fail whenever he puts h1s faith-in re11g1ous and p011t1ca1

i
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© dogma. Even though these.ane products of . man‘s inte]]ect, once
created, they achieve an aura of permanence and 1mmutab111ty which |
inhibits man S dynam1c nature and wh1ch creates feelings of gu11t or
unworth where such fee11ngs are unwarranted. To 111ustrate'th1s

point we again 1ook at Knudsen. Because ‘the Party does not sanction an
act he knows is good and correct Knudsen is p]agued by emot1ons wh1ch
quest1on the motivations which arise from h1s own sense of va]ues
He is dependent on an outside source of author1ty and cannot’ surrender‘
his dependency./ As noted earlier; he acts dnly when he convinces'
k himse]f that'Gregon,has temponari1y become the'source of'outsideA -
authority and whén H?.bércETves thatﬂGregor requites him to actiin’a//-
manner which he knows inherent]yzis*correct Knudsen recognizes the
worth of his own mot1vat1ons, but he is unab]e to act on them unt11

some outs1de authonTty sancttons those mot1vat1ons, He w1111ng]y

hampers his own freedOm;to actf o

AHe]anden;s situation is'similart‘ His- source of'outside“authority:
is the Chunch.' The defeat-of the thuhch;‘howeyer,;fs/not '
perceived,as’a temponary setback:to“be neversed in‘thevfuture.

"Der protestantische ?farrer Heiander beiieht die extremste'Posftion |
‘yon'den drei‘hande1nden Personen Se1n Extrem1smus, der 1n den Tod
‘mﬁndet, sche1nt fo]ger1cht1g Zu se1n, denn. 1hm b1e1bt noch wen1ger
Ha]t nach der Enttauschung Uber das 'Versagen der- K1rche als Knudsen;

“42 Knudsen and He]ander are examp1es.of j

~

peop]e whp fail because they do not have the w111 or courage to

. Nieht e1nma1 eine Il]us1on

recogn1ze the1r own worth as human be1ngs : They. must constantly seek
-‘re1nforcement for the1r human motivations from some outs1de author1ty

'evThJS_need for re1nforcement~1eads to a dependency which 1n turn,a110ws



Knudsen and He]ander-to_be‘mantpuiated.

Gregor, on the other hand, 15 the prototybe‘of an individual who
”str1kes a balance between the need for outside re1nforcement and the
perception of ghe worth of his own va]ues . He can agree w1th certa1n
aspects of Party 1deo1ogy, but he draws the line uhen the Party presumes
to’ contro]‘a11 aspects of his th1nk1ng. He reserves for,h1mse1f the.
right to choose %hé direction his 1ife takes. His freedom’toract ddese.
not'impinge on the~freedom of others; He acts aé a free indfvidUaT‘ |

and his actions preserve his freedom. He also recognizes that the ébi]

" of Nazism can on]y be fought by combating the men of that organ1zat10n

hH1s dec1s1on to save Jud1th and the statue and then join- underground
‘ re$1stance forcesware tang1b1e proof of thts conv1ct1on. '.h

The hode] for Gregor Ts"obviousl; Andersch‘himse]f. .Therelexists
a para11e1 development 1n the1r awareness of the ]1m1ts 1mposed by
re11g1ous and p011t1ca1 doctr1ne on the freedom of the 1nd1v1dua1
Each undergoes’ a transformat1on of_percept1ons wh1ch_1nv01Ves
: renounc1ng preVJous1y held not1ons about humanity} ;PorMAnderseh as
well -as for Gregdr the most important task in 1ife is to'preservehthe
condittOns under whioh free choiCe can take place.. As. the re]ated .
stories of both po1nt out, this is not an easy. task It requ1res that.
‘man take a: great respons1b111ty upon himself and recogn1ze that contro]
of his dest1ny rea]ly is in h]S own hands; that u1t1mate1y he is
'answerabTe-onTy to himte]f Men have always been a£$a1d of this
cha]]enge because men are mercur1a1 creatures upon wh1ch to depend
"Es ware e1nfacher, dachte Gregor,»vo Meer abhang1g Zu se1n statt
"von’den Menschén.”43 Yet in the face of failure,on the part of »9': _b k.

-organized religious-and political doctr1ne to prov1de suatab]e_va]ues

e

S
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on which to base conscience, argues Andersch; it is'imperative'that men

learn to rely on themselves for direction.

Again as in Die Kirschen der Freiheit, Andersch's main concern is
“to depict conditions and attitudesiwhich dramatize the problem ofimaking
free.choices Knudsen andeelanden Sacrifice their free‘wi]] to outside

=

ent1t1es aqd become 1neffect1ve in dea11ng w1th human 1nJust1ce Greéor
‘ma1nta1ns his freedom and h1s 1nd1v1dua11ty and ‘remains eanab1e of | |
f1ght1ng the human source of evil. Andersch has fa1th that free-
th1nk1ng men, unbound by ideology and dogma, are best equ1pped to dea]

with 1nhuman acts and choose the right course of act1on



- CHAPTER III - DIE ROTE

In" Die Rote Andersch departsifrom the‘archetypesuhe introduces in

his’prevtods nove]sz‘ Only Fabio Crepaz bears a resemblance to the

"geschlagener Revolutiondr" represented by Andersch in Die Kirsohen'der

Fre1he1t and by Gregor in San51bar oder der Tetzte Grund. Fabio shareS'

the1r d1saffect1on, learned through exper1ence w1th Commun1st Party
doctr1ne.‘ He is a]so/sueeessfuT in f1nd1ng a creative outlet, mus1ca]“
perfOrmance;.for the_sense.of toss created bytthis disaffeotion; 'b
The other main characters of Die Rote share‘none-of these ‘charac-
teristics. A'olose exanination of‘Franziska in particuiar reveals that
she possesses few of the qua]1t1es which redeem Andersch Fabio, -and
v Gregori She 1s an examp]e of someone who runs away from respons1h111ty
- She ereatesva situation wh1ch;becomes 1nto1erab1e for her and then -
escapes-thelsituationl nithout offering,proof that she cen correct her
errant ways | | | |
| Her: actlon resu]ts because there is no real. center of - va]ues in.
'her life. Her perce1ved SO rce of va]ues is rooted in an a]most

-myst1ca1 be11ef 1n the u]t1mate tr1umph of good over ev11 "Wir. haben

einen Traum geme1nsam, den deutschen Traum von der Sauberkeit um der

Sauberke]t w111en, von der abstrakten Sauberke1t ‘'von der Welt, aus der

‘Leben steigt, aber wir triumen vom grossen-deutschen Putztag jenseits o

'von Gut und Bbse, wir trachten nach der Re1n11chke1t, statt nach der

44

Reinheit." Th1s metaphys1ca1 be11ef is, however, of 1

451

jttle use-to .-
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Franziska'in dealing with the problems }n her own life. She recognizes
values ‘in an abstract sense but fails to see their app11cab111ty to
real s1tuat1ons o - ‘
This inability to establish a real source of values causes
Franziska to act irresponsib1y. She marries Herberts.for exaﬁp1e,
.?in'order toﬁspite Joachim for his fndifference tq her. A]though‘she
says'she 1oved Joachim, it ts difficult t04be]ieve she means it.‘

" If she really loved him, why would she try to hurt him by marrying

Herbert? He is 1ndifferent to her, but does his indifference provide b
'her with just‘cause to Spite him? . Her drast1c act1on is more than

v .
JUSt a petu]ant react1nn to JOach1m swfbs1nterest 1n her There is

ma]1ce'1 her desire: to hurt Joach1;': kw is not interested in

responsibly reconc111ng her fee11ngs: im. Franziska's rea]

fee]1ngs of hate er Joach1m become the actua1 basis of her. relat1onsh1p
w1th Herbert "Ich habe es mit dir getan, ‘weil “ich Joachim hasse, ich

-habe es in den Augenblicken-getan, 1n,denen ich Joachim am meisten '

hasste n45

&

Because love'is not the basis for her marriageﬁw1th Herbert, -
P . - Y L "y

Franziska‘s‘re1ationsh1p with him is unfulfilling.. Her continuing
dalliance with Joachiﬁ is based on pure-seXua]fgratification.

“....ich .tue es gern, mit einem richtigen Mann, einem zdrtlich,

erfahrenen,'angenehmen Mann ‘tue ich es sehr gerne. Ich'lasse'mich

leicht verflhren, wenn der Mann in Ordnung 1st und wenn er es ‘richtig

"46

anste]]t Joach1m is. a ‘man "in Ordnung accord1ng to Franz1ska

- He 1is an entrepreneur a man.who' enJoys the. acqu1s1t1on and exerc1se
of -power. Franz1ska is. drawn to h1m because of the phys1ca1 power he
(b.

exudes. However, as a]ready ngxed when he spurns ‘an emot1ona1
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;attachment, she marr1es a man she doesn t 1ove in order to ‘spite h1m

|

She comp11cates her Tife by engag1ng 1n a’ tr1ang1e re]at1onsh1p w1th

o

._fboth ‘men and a110ws 1t to endure for three years Teven though the ;.

-

- _re1at1onsh1p does not prov1de her w1th emot1ona1 sat1sfact1on

when Franz1ska dec1des to depart for Ven1ce, she does so not
' because she has been struck shdden]y by the 1mmora11ty of her dh
‘re1at1onsh1p w1th both men. She 1eaves because 1t ds.a. qu1ck way out
"1of the emot1ona1 d11emma in; wh1ch she f1nds herse]f The d11emma,

"jhowever, s caused by Franz1ska s refusa] to act respons1b1y She] ’

s‘_ fa]]s prey to phys1ca1 des1re and fee11ngs of revenge and she d1s—

7'regards the consequences There are . no mora] vaTues wh1ch gu1de,; i

fiher act1ons ;j_f fFijf‘“" o o N
Had Franz1ska adhered to a set of va]ues,.1t rs un]1ke]y that
’Ghshe wou]d have entered a. re]at1onsh1p as ex1sts between her, Joach1m,
uand Herbert A set of va]ues cou]d a]so prov1de a. means for end1ng

ffsuch a’ re]at1onsh1p Franz1ska*cou1d have-abandoned her 1over and

| W-reconc11ed herse]f w1th her husband Or she cou]d have obta1ned a. ?5fll;::h,f
S d1vorce from her husband and st111 cont1nued to see Joach1m

"pdv"Sche1dung darUber habe 1ch gar n1cht nachgedacht "47} In order B

“f'k to take e1ther of these steps, however an adﬁ1ss1on of gu1ﬂt or an o
'j.act of contr1t1on is necessary on the part of Franz1ska ‘
Instead of exerc1s1ng a respons1b1e a]ternat1ve, Franz1ska 1eaves

Herbert and Jo%ch1m ent1re1y She makes no attempt to reso]ve i'-t

srespons1b1y her re]at1onsh1p w1th them She shows no gu11t at_th% %é‘;v”

R

vhfact that she 1s the one who 1nst1gated the tr1ang]e re]at1onship

":jHer act1on 1s cons1stent w1th the 1rrespons1b111ty she demonstrates

;f’throughout her persona] 11fe Her escape to Ven1ce 1s 11tt1e more

o

47
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' -: ‘than an. attempt to avo1d fac1ng the consequences of her re]at1onsh1p
:Lw1th the two men She does npt cons1der for example, the emot1ona1
,:effect her departure w111 have on Herbert | “Was ich wo]]te war, ganz
7-ruh1g und st111 Sch]uss machen, aber statt dessen habe 1ch eine .
'f’Szene gemacht wir We1ber s1nd doch furchtbar, wir kbnnen es nlcht

'1assen, aber obwoh] es sch1ef gegangen 1st muss 1ch Jetzt Schluss
S

) machen, Sch1uss, Sch]uss, Sch]uss 48 v 3 _ﬂ”ﬁ ‘A‘_ o fifn o | \

Certa1n1y Herbertrand Joach1m share in the b1ame for Franz1ska s
L pred1cament ‘ They are hard]y the most sympathet1cat1y portrayed
| ‘*characters ‘"E1ne Frau ist ihnen: etwas zum Ausruhen oder zur Reprasen-'

| ..49

"tat1on oder zur Pervers1on Franz1ska however,»has f1t 1nto th1s

"role rather neat]y By becom1ng Joachlm\s m1stress and by be1ng '.Hf
unfa1thfu1 to Herbert she pract1ces extreme pervers1on herse]f
Her comp1a1nt “S1e haben 1mmer nur 1hre Be]euchtung auf m1ch

50

:-pr0J1z1ert kelner hat m1ch erkannt" v 1s therefore rather weak

"‘TIt 1s easy to roaect character1zat1ons onto Franz1ska because she has ~_h;)

”so 11ttTe character herse]f Hér subserv1ence to Joach1m s wh1ms and
: efher fa1se attempt to functton as Herbert s w1fe revea] her\to be ai Kf
‘*ftqu1ntessent1a] “Anpassungsmensch" devo1d of an effect1ve consc1ence

7.]rAs a consequence Franz1ska 1s unab]e to take correct mora] act1on on

: :f't.«‘f\';

: '?fher o.n,yeha]f At one po1nt/she cons1ders prost1tut1ng herse]f to men

o, - r'

"as an exped1ent means to earn money Even she is.. surpr1sed at how

UJ. qu1ck1y th1s course of act1on becomes a: v1ab1e a]ternat1ve

-ﬁ;t;.s1e War starr Uber s1ch se]bst a]s s1e s1ch k]ar machte was s1e . _ed—

. l|51

e jfdachtea so Schne11 géht das a]so She a]so cons1ders escap1ng

S AR 3 -
",w1th 0. Mal]ey on/h4s sa11boat She f1na11y dec11nes on the grounds, Iy

g

ahowever that’ es wbrde an Zaubere1 grenzen, und darum st1mmt 1rgend



_ .etwas ‘nicht, es gibt keine Zauberei; und'wenn'sie es'gibt,‘so muss man

','danr zah]en, a]]en Zauberern auf der Ne]t geht es darum ‘éinen A]ad1n |

tl“zu flnden, der 1hnen die WUnderlampe br1ngt

n32. Her 1ns1ght here

' 4515 qu1te correct yet Franz1ska 1earns nothwng from 1t Desp1te her L

correct assessment that there 1s no mag1c formu]a to 11fe, she

’.cont1nues to seek a’ qu1ck so]ut1eh to her d11emma by rema1n1ng in

Ven1ce

Fran21ska 1mag1nes Ita1y to be a place. where she can beg1n 2 new T

7‘11fe S1mp1e 1ower c]ass houses attract her attent1on ? 1ch habe
Zmlch immer nur fﬁr d1ese Art Hauser 1nteress1ert ganz Ita11en besteht

’ :aus so]chen Hausern, in denen d1e Leute abends 1m Dunk]en s1tzen und’

7 fGehe1mn1sse bewahren ..... Here 1s cont1nued ev1dence that Franz1ska

'-*.11ves in a dream woer - She be11eves that beh1nd the facades of these
':51mp1e homes the 1nhabftants protect ‘the’ sec;ets of a fu1f1111ng 11fe

: Franz1ska 1mag1nes that 1f she can get beh1nd one of those facades and

,‘ B

o LR e

snbecome a party to the. secrets, her 11fe wy]] undergo the Change She"* .

{1ongs for

s ; Her hope must be v1ewed as va1n however There are no mag1c '

‘_secrets beh1nd shabby ‘house. fronts that can he]p her It 1s doubtfu]

.,y

"‘7that her’ chance meet1ng w1th Fab1o Crepaz whﬁch is the actua11zat10n

iv,of Franzzska S dream of ga1n1ng entrance to one of these houses w111 '

'?itransform her 11fea2

a

f;re“she Can embark on a new 11fe w1th a new

& A

7man, she«nmst f1rst recohc11e herse]f w1th the men-in her past 11fe
‘arShe can do that %& recogn1z1ng her gu11t and then aton1ng for that

ffgu1]t Th1s w111 offer ev1dence that Franz1ska can be honest w1th

B hé rself and that she can act in-a respons1b1e manner Otﬁ%§a1se shevt

'hicont1nues to 11ve 1n an 111usory wor]d 1n wh1ch she be11eves she need
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‘not face the consequences of her act1ons

In her 11]usory world Franz1ska perCe1ves the baby as’ a. 11berat1ng
""‘agent She wants to beT1eve ‘that the ch11d w1TT prov1de her w1th new
ﬂ:poss1b111t1es 1n 11fe and heTp her comp]ete the. break w1th the past
‘T.The prospect of hav1ng the baby makes her feeT she is no Tonger a

u'v1ct1m of" Joach1m s dom1nat1on | ”Lebfb1n Jemand ,der n1cht mehr '
' 54‘ :

'automat1sch aufgezogen w1rd " ~p rhowever, she rema1ns a

"v1ct1m of-past events The fetus is tang1b1e proof that the past
“T1tera1]y T1ves on 1ns1de her. The ch11d onTy 1ncreases Franz1ska S
' dependency Th1s makes her a su1tab1e match for Fab1o who has come“

'1lto rea11ze that the dependency of- a woman 15 the qua11ty S0 sad]y

\

) “Tak1 in h1s own T1fe However, Franz1ska S prob]ems are of such a
: S,

N :
athat the appearance of a ch1Td ‘on the scene w1TT do 11tt1e to_5“~

'*AA]though Franz1ska 1s unab]e to make correct moraT Judgements on .
ffher own behan, she can be very sharp 1n Judg1ng others Th1s is. proved o

?:~tby her estlmat1on of Kramer Her behav1or toward h1m 1s h1gh1y mora]

‘i;S'e returns the money he extorted from the Jew1sh Jeweler on her beha]f
g he aTso expresses her 1ntent1on to report h1s presence in. Ven1ce to
’the German po]1ce Kramer exc1a1ms, "Menschen wie- S1e s1nd 1ntolerant
T:Ich b1n auch 1nt01erant, uﬁd deshaTb we1ss 1ch dass 1ch mwch vor
.M'Ihnen 1n acht nehmen muss w35 | A
| The compar1son wh1ch Kramer makes between h1mse]f and Franz1ska Ts 2
l;not very f]atter1ng to her "Auschw1tz und me1ne FTucht vor Herbert

56

fauf e1ne GTe1chung gebracht auf d1e FormeT der Into]eranz . Yet the

' ccompar1son 1s qu1te appropr1ate Kramer S part1c1pat10n 1n the cr1mes
. at Auschw1tz 1s the resu]t of h1s 1ntoTerancF of others _Thjs Jack ofv.

ST



"g‘represents a- more pos1t1ve character than e1ther Fran21ska or Kramer,'°

:to1erance is a consequence of Kramer S lack of consc1ence of any k1nd
: Franz1ska S 1nto]erance is not of the ‘same sca]e as Kramer s, but it
stems from a s1m11ar 1ack of consc1ence o

Franz1ska accuses Kraner of be1ng a monster because he acted
‘w1thout regard\to the mora] consequences of h1s behav1or Her own

. A

act1ons 1hd1cate however, that she 1s gu1]ty of the same type of
‘behav1or ;nd that she deserves a s1m11ar appe]]at1on "B1n ich das,
tnwas man eine’ fata]e Frau nennt'?“57 Ne1ther Franz1ska nor Kramer

- offers.a pos1t1ve p1cture of'act1on-based-on human va]ues *On the" -
dcontrary, the prob]ems of the1r 11ves are symptomat1c of absence of

~’an effectwve consc1ence

A c]ose exam1nat1on of Fab1o Crepaz revea]s that a]though he

~bh1s va]ues and hence the ba51s for his consc1ence are not adequate to
8 the mora] cha]]enges of modern 11fe _

wv.
Fab1o S separat1on from the Commun1st Party fo]]ows'the pattern

| wh1ch was estab11shed by Andersch in Der K1rschen der: Fre1he1t and

'e:wh1ch Gregor COnt1nues 1n Sans1bar oder der 1etzte Grund He abandons

the Party when 1t renounces pr1nc1p1es 1n order to compete w1th Fasc1sm L
1n a strugg]e for poWer ' -an 1hrer Ste]]e erhoben s1ch d1e re1nen

fMachtb1bcke, d1e be1den grossen n1h111st1schen Apparaturen, vor denen 3

'a_ya11e Ideen verbTassten weil. 1hr Kampf wenn er. d1e HUSsérste Form

*annahm das Ende der Ze1ten voraussehen ]1ess, d1e Apoka1ypse “58 1_~'

‘:]Fab1o recogn1zes that po]1t1ca] 1deo1ogles cannot prOV1de mora] va]ues

lva1s exper1ence ‘shows h1m that the conf11ct caused by the compet1ng
'.:ﬁpo11t1ca1 1deo]og1es of the modern wor]d 1eads to d1saster H1s 1n1t1a1"

Vhfjnterest 1n the Commun1st Party 1s ev1dence that he reJects the Church

l" B



L we1ter sp1e1te

L9 ] .
‘52

"-as a source of va1ues as . well. - ‘ :
: (« s .

Fab1o is able to f1nd express1on of his real values 1n the wor]d of
ctass1ca1 mus1cf He regards Brahms in part1cu1ar as an exponent of the
values he‘cherishes ﬁ‘ d1es war das Beste was das 19. Jahrhundert
Zu b1eten hatte dachte Fab1o e1nen mus1z1erenden 1dea]1st1schen
‘QBUrger aber ohne Heuche1e1, 11bera1er Aufschwung und besee1te Ku]tur,

|59

| Brahms hatte darah geg]aubt For Fabwo, ]1bera11sm and the’

1dea11sm he cher1shes d1ed 1n\ the Fascist and Commun1st repress1on

wh1ch preceded the: Second WOr1d War Honever even though the va]ues'

' fno 10nger app]y, Fab1o is re]uctant to g1ve them up He cannot S
;'reconc11e h1mse1f w1th the present ’ He 11ves res1gned1y in Ven1ce s

| ‘_Jew1sh ghetto 1n order that he rema]n in contact w1th the van1shed past

Fabio's s1tuat1on is verytsad and, unfortunate]y,3an accurate : |

’ref1ect1on of the mora] c11mate of contemporary 11fe The. o1d va]ues

;‘were unab]e to prevent the Ho]ocaust-and H1rosh1ma | Yet they are
.’d1ff1cu1t to abandon, as noth1ng pos1t1ve has arisen to take the1r ::

h~ep1ace 1n the th1nk1ng of the mass of ord1nary peop]e Fab1o is an ‘_;' )

examp]e of someone caught 1n th1s d1]emma He c11ngs to the o]d §

-values, represented for h1m by c]ass1ca1 mus1c because they g1ve h1m :
"fha po1nt of reference in ]1fe ?“ aus dem Feh]bodenbrand des y‘
:_Jahrhunderts - der UHr1gens we1ter schwe1te - b11eb e1nem n1chts

: ;Vhanders als: e1ne ha]b geopferte V1ol1ne, die man in- guter halber Form

60 However,.because Fab1o adheres res1gned1y to

i ‘the: va]ues of the past he is unab]e to confrOnt dynam1ca11y the mora]
"cha11enges posed by Auschw1tz and H1rosh1ma |
| Much as Franz1ska and. Kramer dr1ft through 11fe because they have

no valueSf Fabio’ 1s 1ost because h1s outmoded va]ues are unequa] to the o
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- cha]]enges of modern'life Franz1ska and Kramer ‘are exponents of °
',Jnihilism They are v1ct1ms of the h1stor1ca1 decline of trad1t1ona1
vaiues-‘ The prob]ems in their 11ves and the1r lack of values correspond
to “the . mora] c11mate of contemporary Tife. As unappea11ng as. the1r'
Characters areimthey nonethe]essudepnct accurate]y the moral vacuity_
Cof modern Tife. ' |
i It may ‘seem that Fab1o offers a more pos1t1ve mode1 than e1ther
:Franz1ska or. Kramer _ But 1t is obv1ous that h1s system of va1ues is

A'vpa1nfu]1y obso]ete To w1sh that his values cou1d somehow by

‘resurrected to supp]ant the n1h111sm represented by Franz1ska and

'._-Kramer 1s to 1ndu1ge 1n fanc1fu1 nosta1g1a

Much ‘has been: wr1tten about the e]ement of escape as a major -
theme in Andersch S f1rst three nove]s Ent1re treat1ses have beenb"
devoted to the prem1se that escape is used as a means to accomp]1sh o
-;persona] fu1f111ment or to atta1n some 1audab1e goa1’° Granted

»'Andersgh s nove]s are fu]] of people on the run, escap1ng some fonn -

: of po11t1ca1 or soc1a] oppress1on Th1s, however, prov1des us with
h~11tt1e 1nformat1on about the message conta1ned in Franz1ska s story.
‘.For her, escape is mere]y ‘an 1nd1cat1on of the extent of her mora]

‘ tvacu1ty As demonstrated, she avo1ds respons1b:11ty and refuses to
_acknow]edge her own comp11c1ty in creat1ng the very s1tuat1on she now
:-:f1nds 'S0. 1nt01erab1e . | S
. Kar] Markus M1che1 s content1on that the hank "w1rd neue Mode]]e' v
iuherausfordern, be) Jedem Leser dar1n 11egt dc: t- 7 und d1e Bedeutung

61 .can therefore be be1e1ved on]y in the context of a

v‘des Buches"
-/negat1ve examp]e Franz1ska offers a very good examp]e of how not to-

'-react to the prob]ems that arise 1n one' s persona] 11fe

PR



4In~addition to providing a negative mora1 example, Franziska‘s'

i character1zat1on 1nd1ots modern Nestern soc1ety, 1n part1cu1ar German

soc1ety The emphas1s on f1nanc1a1 secur1ty and material comfort in
“the Nest has been attained at the expense of an effect1ve consc1ence
- Franz1ska recogn1zes the fa]seness of ‘the system. ‘“ .das hohe Geha]t,
die fa]sche Ordnung und d1e fa1sche Sauberke1t der Mange1 an Ideen,
der Mange1 an Le1denschaft, n1cht einmal das K]ndiw1rd mich vor der
;deutschen Langewe11e bewahren “62. ‘ |
Unfortunate1y, Franz1ska has no set of values w1th1n herself w1th
which to counter the mora] vacu1ty she correctly d1agnoses in western
.soc1ety' She 1s 1n the worst 'sense a product of Western: soc1ety based
f‘on mater1a11sm and self-g rat1f1cat1on It is 1mp0551b1e for her to
,texercrse her own will in a manner cons1stent w1th a respons1b1e
conscience because as we have seen, there is no centra] set of rea]t
values in her 11fe on wh1ch to base comscience.
The 1r0ny of Franz1ska s s1tuat1on is that a]though she rea11zes
she has no rea] moral va]ues, she recognizes, - too, that she is 1]1-,.
;equ1pped to generate va]ues of her own. She possesses ne1ther the
v

courage'nor the w111 to choose the correct course for her life.

"Die grosse Lbsung, d1e r1cht1ge Lbsung, wird eine’ se1n,‘d1e m1r

n63

'n1cht die- Fre1he1ttlasst, sie zu. wahlen ‘Franz1ska fa11s 1nto

'»,the trap wh1ch snares so many 1nd1v1dua]s, they w1111ng]y surrender
v“the1r ab111ty to make dec1s1ons on the1r own beha]f beoause 1t ,

re11eves them of the burden It may seem to make life eas1%} but it
1so 1eaves the 1nd1v1dua1 open to man1pu1at1on by an outs1de f1gure

¥ of author1ty Such a f1gure of author1ty is prov1ded by Fabio, whom :

*'Franz1ska 1mmed1ate1y regards as - her, savior.



. In this portraya] of/franz1ska, one theme reappears from Andersch's

'prev1ous nove]s man is 1ost unless he has a consc1ence on wh1ch to

rely for gu1dance In ordervfor the consciencé to be effect1ve, the

values on which it is based must be true.and correct. 'By true it'is

,meant that the va]ues must be perce1ved as “human va]ues which or1g1nate

with human be1ngs and wh1ch appTy to human s1tuat1ons Myst1ca1 and

metaphys1ca1 express1ons of va]ues are acceptable if they are perce1ved

‘as express1ons of values a]ready 1nherent in mln.i They are-not

acceptab]e Jf‘they_are v1ewed_as immutable sources of directionrfor ’

o

human life. Correct_va]Ues,are those which'man deemS‘tobbe acceptab]ei

‘ correct:"Man-is.the definer of his environment. He determines the

S 45 . .
conditions- good or bad, Under which he exists,

*As Andersch demonstrates in h1s previous . nove]s, when th1s proper

hAperspect1ve on va1ues 1s atta1ned men w111 not chain themse]ves to
vdogma and_1deo]ogyi//They w111 make dec1s1ons based on va]ues which
_ane perceived as/orioinating wtthin the-human;experiencets}From this
.iwill come'actua1.freedom, as‘men‘will’reoard themse1ves free to

1n1t1ate act1on and not necessar11y free from some part1cu1ar bppress1on

Andersch s exper1ences in D1e K1rschen der Fre1he1t te]1 us - that

| he be]1eves that rea] freedom ex1sts in the freedom of choice. 'His

w

dec1s1on to desert the German army represents such a free ch01ce

It gave h1n a momentary sense of rea] 11berty, a]though as he admits,

'the dec1s1on ‘meant that, phys1ca11y, he exchanged one form of 1mpr1son—

fment for another

Franz1ska 1acks such a perspect1ve on va]ues in her life and she

',‘15 unab]e to act ina free manner. . She recogn1zes th1s dech1ency and

o
Fig

“They are good and correct because man decides that they are good and | -,

&
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" attempts'to gain freedom by escaping to Venice. However, although her
Lgmottve is laudable, her method fai]s._'She uants to be free but she
cannot gaﬁn‘freedom mere]y_by'changing Tocales. ,
' " She can become free on1y atter she undergoes—a ménta] transfor-
o mation which would change her perception of thédsource of va]uesL
The preceding exauination of her behaviorvshows that‘FranéisQa“does
not look to herself fop}vaiues; She does not recognize that she must
"bearvthe responsibilityvfor her actions. AHer behavior tn regard to -
Herbert and Joachim proves‘that she avoids responsibility. ,Hér-escape
to ita]y is an.acknow1edgement_on her part that.she has‘failed and"v
" that she seeks‘help,‘yet it~offers no so1ution to her prob]em."Inh :
;Italy:she eXpects,to.find:a'solution in the vaTueslof Tower class
\worktng Peohle.,,However,‘as 1ong‘as she searches for’va1ues from'an"
- outside source, she will fail. 'Outside sourceS'can be he]pfu] but the
values wh1ch are transm1tted\from them must be se]ect1ve1y chosen by .
the rec1p1ent'- Franz1ska has no d1scret1onary agent w1th1n her psyche
'wh1ch se]ects the appropr1ate ualues | | |
| It 1s obv1ous that during her 11fe in Germany she- accepted perverse
va]ues w1thout quest1on Those va]ues condoned the type of "life she
. 1ed w1th Herbert and Joachim. Her escape to Ita]y shows that she has -
begun to quest1on those va]ues Yet her escape and: subsequent 11a1son .,.
C w1th Fabio show that she is st11] all too eager to accept values
,1nd1scr1m1nate1y from an outs1de source. "\; o R
It 1s d1ff1cu1t to argue that the ne; set of values prov1ded b;
iFab]o w111 be of more he]p to Franz1ska She has not,11ved'a.11fe

d1rected from w1th1n prior to her escape to Italy By 11v1ng with .

Fab1o and ‘his fam11y, she proves that she cont1nues to ]1ve a life

-
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" dependent on‘ogtside_sources"ot values. The reasonable expectation is

that her life in Italy wi11 run a course similar to that of her Tife in

| Germany

An 1nd1cat1on that she is willing to change her perception of // :
Va]ues would be the recogn1t1on of her gu11t in 1nst1gat1ng the tr1ang]e
relationship w1th Herbert anéiﬂéach1m. The fact that she allows the
re]at1onsh1p to cont1nue_for three yEEFE, even though it‘provides no

emotiohal‘satisfactton, demonstrates that Franziska.]acks a set of

~ values on'which she can base her conscience' If she had adm1tted that

~ she was wrong or if she. had. attempted to reconc1]e herse]f respons1b1y

w1th Herbert and. Joachlm, she would have given an 1nd1cat1on that she

can d1scr1m1nate among proper va]ues . It would- be a more pos1t1ve sign

_ that she can act to serve her own 1nterests without harm1ng others

By escap1ng to Ven1ce, she not on1y hurts Herbert and Joach1m, she
)

avoids the prob]em of f1nd1ng a centra] core of va]ues on whjch to} .

base her conscience.

| The message in Franz1ska 'S story is cons1stent with the message

-conveyed through Andersch S. prev1ous character1zat1ons That is, a

conscience based on. outs1de d1rect1on is u]t1mate]y 1nadequate to

dea] w1th life. The proper task for man- is to foster growth of

LS

l '1nherent1y human values _ None of the characters in D1e Rote Franz1ska
’1n part1cu1ar, engage in th1s Tmportant task. ‘In fact, they consc1ous1y.g
avoid seek1ng real human values The1r story is told in a suspenseful

' manner but the message they convey can. be perce1ved only by way of

»negat1ve example.



CHAPTER IV - EFRAIM

In"his fourth nove1,‘Efra1m, Andersch presents the reader with a
character who confronts the major mora]lcha11enge of the twentieth cen-

tury.  This challenge is presented by the events which took place in
Auschwitz. According to conventional morality, Auschwitz should not

".have occurred Yet the Ho1ocaust took place and since then man“has

' faced the task of trying to comprehend the crime within the context

-

"of exp11cab]e human behavior. The task seems 1mposs1b1e; however,
MR - . ‘

because of the magn1tude of the crime. _

Through the character Georg Efraim, Andersch g1ves -a mear: with

which to deal w1th Auschw1tz "Efraim's answer to the cr1me is essent1a11y

|

| to 1gnore it. Efra1m den1es that th1nk1ng, rat1ona] men- cou]d have
\

-'perpetrated such horror Instead, he be11eves the exterm1nat1ons were
f

the result of co1nc1dence Efraim be11eves S0 thoroughlv in his theory
of coincidence “that- 1t becomes the ph11osoph1ca1 basis- to h1s view of -

e ]1fe. In gjrayg Andersch thoroughly exp]ores the consequences of such
‘a view of 1Tfe* ‘The'reader is'1eft"to-decidé whether Efrain's mora1»

‘v1ew 1s an adequate response to the cha]]enge presented by the events

®

at Auschw1tz e , o o o

Efraim's response to Auschw1tz is based partly on a reJect1on of
/

the. Judeo- Chr1st1an tradition. ‘VAnge51chts von Auschwitz will 1ch'zur
v - '

Ehre Gottes annehmen, dass es ihn nicht gibt, und zur Ehrenrettung-jenér

Gtter, die es sicherlich einmal gegeben”hat und die vielleicht noch in =

1rgende1nem vexgessenen W1nke1 von. Zeit und Raum dah1nveget1eren, dass '
hn1chts rin Ihrem Schoss verborgen liegt. n64 Humanistic not1ons,

.58 T
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. which would- lay the blame for Auschwitz c]ear]y at the feet of man, have
no part in Efraim's th1nk1ng e1ther Because Auschw1tz is not mora]1y
exp1a1nab1e to Efra1m 1n convent1ona1 terms, he invents a new system of
va]ues w1th wh1ch to comprehend Auschw1tz Efraim's response to a
crime which is 1ncomprehens1b]e by convent1ona1 va]ues is a view of
11fe which conta1ns no values. To h1m there . appears to be no order or
reason in 11fe. He be11eves there is no guiding hand from a benevolent

- god nor an all encompaSSTng~set of rules which man has deduced through

‘rat1ona1 observat1on of earth]y events. ’Early'in‘fhe nafrative he says,
"Immer 1st atles mbg]1ch oder unmbg]]ch Es gibt heine Gesetié~undx
uke1ne Fre1he1t w65 ' <i |

| As afresu1t of ‘this vjew.df dife; Efraim can helieve that it Wae
pure coincidence:and ndthing-elée the?ldewish families were-exferminatedﬂ'«
" during ‘the Second World War and not twenty years earlier or later.

- This view makes no moral judgement in regard to Auschwitz, but it

exp]ains how it was possihleffdr Adschwitz to occur. According to.
éfraim'it eould,not have oceUYred Jjust ée easily.. The féctgthet ;i;:(
took p1ace simh]y proves‘to him the.theory offcoincidente ,

Efraim finds his belief 1n co1nc1dence supported by events;?:'

wcontemporary 11fe '”Da ich n1cht an- gesetzmass1ge Ideo]og1en g]aube,

s

kann dch das. Sp1e1 des Zufal]s kalt verfo]gen, sein chaot1sches W1pken~f»"4
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o & |
not draw conclusions which detract from the pure presentation of facts.
However, this viewtof 1ife which makes'Efraim such a successful journalist
~also proves Efraim to be a man w1th0ut moral va]ues He is content to
_observe and take notes w1thout mak1ng moraT Judgements To make' a v
mora1 judgement would:compromise what he perce1ves to be his profess1ona]
integrity. Besides, his view of 1i fe prevents?h1m from making moral
decisions. Thus,. his choice'ot a,careerrpenfectly matches“his‘view of .
Tife. R | o |
Efraim's mqpaiwvacu1ty is ev1dent as we11 in his. relat1onsh1p w1th
h1s boss at the newspaper, Keir Horne. Horne has:long been the open
‘ 1over of Efra1m S w1fe, Meg Efraim accepts the arrangement part]y
because of h1s own fee11ngs of sexual 1nadequacy, but most]y because he
~lacks the mora] backbone to assert himself. By»espous1ng a view of §
life wﬂ1ch pass1ve1y accepts a]] behav1or and passes no moral Judgement
‘on that behav1or, Efra1m abrogates h1s r1ghts to mora1 1nd1gnat1on
In a wor]d v1ew 1n wh1ch anyth1ng 1s poss1b1é thgye s no reason why
;f;'he shou]d upset h1mSe1f over his wife s adu]tegy His view of 11fe

- (A% 4
pzﬂ;allows h1m to rat1ona11ze the reTat1onsh1p Th1s pract1ce Teads. Efraim

:5to the absurd s1tuat1on where he is found peep1ng through Horne s key-
"?hole in order to catch a g11m;se of Horne and his wife copu1at1ng in
iHorne 5 rock1ng cha1r At no time does Efraim express outrage at the
».relat1onsh1p nor does he attempt to stop 1t By cont1nua11y rat1ona1—
iziﬁg‘the'relationship as a resuTt‘ofgcoincidence, Efrdmm makes_h1mse]f
power]ess to stop it. | » »_ | |
S1m11ar1y, Efraim's 1ack of mora1 'values a]]ows h1m to accept the

‘fact that Horne abandoned to the Nazis a. young g1r1 he had fathered

with a JeW1sh woman. Even though Horne admits to Efralm that he

¢



»*abandoned the ch11d and used Efra1m to get the 1nformat1on wh1ch proves

the ch11d did. not surv1ve the war Efra1m 1s not upset w1th Horne He 1s ,_C

Rl

b11nd to Horne S de\E1t and gu11t because h1s view of ]1fe does not
1. accept rat1ona1 acts of men whether good or evil. Instead Efra1m ‘

"resorts to exp1a1n1ng away Horne S reprehens1b1e deed - He ma1nta1ns :

5 DT

’ that Horne is the v1ct1m of c1rcumstance and co1nc1dence

;» Horne a]]ows Efra1m to 1earn of the abandoned ch11d 1n order that

K‘Efra1m m1ght share in Horne S gu11t Th1s shows that Horne fee]s ‘

-

ftremorse for what he has %one It a1so proves that Horne has some moral"

ffbe11efs wh1ch engender the fee]1ngs of gu1]t on h1s part By s1mp1y

ﬁ>accept1ng Horne s act1ons w1thout any condemnat1on, Efra1m proves that

'ujhe-has no mora]s Efra1m 1s 1ncapab1e of muster1ng any fee11ng in .gvt?/-

"regard to what Horne has done One would feeq more com{értab]e 1f Effa1m
L D l : i . /- :
rose- up 1n mora] 1nd1@nat1on and censured Horne for h1s cr1m1na1

l,jbehav1or One sympath1zes w1th Horne because he 1s obv1ous]y t rmented
”i w1th gu11t No such sympathy can be fe]t for Efra1m because‘he 1acks

. the 9u11t engendered by consc1ence o ::”;'ﬂf ' f kef(-" ' |
In fits relat1onsh1p w1th h1s w1fe,LEfra1m betrays the saime " moralf_j .

'fsp1ne1essness he shows in regard to Horne. Meg is a ta1ented woman o

“*"who manages her own bus1ness She has a m1nd of her own~ as we11 as -

-~

forthr1ght va1ues whlch she deve]oped ina work1ng c]ass m111eu She‘”-'7
]};dom1nates Efra1m and s]eeps w1th other men brs1des Horne Her treat-:h’_ﬂ"ff
f.ment of Efra1r i hum111at1ng yet he accepts 1t a]] 11ke a meek dog |
_£y0ccas1ona]1y he takes out h]S sexua] frustrat1ons on h1mse1f or w1th

' ga prost1tute Aga1n w1thout an adequate mora] po1nt of reference toi‘bf f
gu1de h1s act1ons, Efra1m is: power]ess to dea] wtth/ﬁeg One sympath1ze§f17'

‘*’Eﬁth Meg, even though she uses other men and abuses. Efra1m ThatJJs:_h;,*~:“
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»:'becauSe'she has va1ueseon which she'acts" They are not the: most laudable
: /f} peop]e‘who -

"set va]ues

o 5

AVa1ues, yet they are recogn1zab1e and they can be op;of

“.do not agree wwth them ' Efra1m, on the other hand L»

lZY

", and therefore seems. more dangerous than Meg ‘ Anyth1ng could happen and

'*Tfreach a dec1s1on 1n regard to Anna

he wou]d fee] no compunct1on to express e1ther pra1se or 1nd1gnat1on
In regard to Anna, the g1r1 he meets 1n Ber11n and w1th whom he
",‘considers ‘a br1ef dal]wance, Efra1m cannot dec1de how he fee]s The
afo110w1ng 1]1ustrates h1s vac111at1ng th1nk1ng, "Ich war heute nach
l;‘dem Aufwachen 1n sie ver]1ebt b1n es aber 1m Augenb11ck n1cht mehr

5fund habe ke1ne Ahnung, ob 1ch es 1n e1ner Stunde, heute abend oder morgen ;

‘vorm1ttag w1eder se1n werde Aber n1 ht e1nma1 heute morgen, a]s 1ch

'“,doch 1n s1e ver11ebt war, besonders w3~rend me1nes Te]efonats m1t 1hr, """ .

',°habe 1ch m1r vorste]]en kbnnen w1e d s welter gehen so]] Ich breche ?i7'”

n67

dj me1ne Speku]at1onen ab und vert1efe T%Ch 1n d1e Ze1tung Efra1m

"could cont1nue to specu]ate a]] day _nd he wou]d st111 be unab1e to

Another 1nd1cat1on of Efra1m S| 1ack of va1ues 1is h1s rootlessness
"_-He does not fee] bound | to any p]ach, Throughout the narrat1ve he -
>»bcont1nua11y changes 1oca1es among er11n Rome, and- London At onev
."po1nt he confesses,f“N1rgends fbh e 1ch n1ch sobzuhause w1e auf den

68f Efra1m obv1ous]y fee]s

’/ Ro11treppen der Londbner Untergrundbahnhbfe .
1}wubest when. on the move, but he has nowhere to go " He has no goa]
”gsv11fe nor any sense of purpose He wanders a1m1ess1y and specu]ates
ﬁ-”cont1nua11y abbut future p]ans and a poss1b]e new career as a nove11st

= - S TN SR

o Yet he never dec1des on’ concrete att1on ,f[;}*”'“{ﬂg v
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vBoth are. c]ose]y 11nked and Efra1m adm1ts the effect of: both when he

‘-says,'"Ich g]aube n1cht dass w1r fUr 1rgend etwas best1mmt s1nd
aWenn ich bedenke w1e es 1st dass 1ch Deutscher war and danach
’Englander wurde, wahrend 1ch “immer noch Jude b1n,&kommt es mir vor, a]s

7

tkbnnte ieh ebenso gut Russe oder Massa1 Neger oder ein WO1f oder e1n f .
h-Auto sein. "69f~y‘h.5"\’ "']ff';," .-:a._“;-;ygﬂ-. o ;fh | |
Efra1m 'S pred1cament ref]ects the s1tuat1on of modern man Many‘r
'f_trad1t1ona] be11efs whwch gave purpose and mean1ng to 11fe are. now |
tﬁobso1ete For Efra1m, the occurrencescat Auschw1tz are an- 1nd1cat1on
7; that those va]ues are gone Auschw1tz happened because a- mora] c11mate
~':ex1sted in wh1ch anyth1ng was a110wed "Mora1 c11mate" is- actua]]y a
"m1snomer because there 1s noth1ng ”mora]".about 1t Its ch1ef charac- “i
brter1st1c 1s 1ts tota] 1ack of mora]s " En such a c11mate human be1ngs';jd;
E m1ght Just as wel] have been 1nan1mate obJects Efra1m recogn1zes th1s
,:*and he adopts the theory of‘co1nc1dence to. exp]a1n the apparent absurdtty
iémof 11fe after Auschw1t§ d-t“.*77it'v7.lv,' ffﬁ%a;7 o 1’t",7 ?fe‘""
| However Efra1m s theory 1s an 1nadequate’respong§“§o Auschw1tz

Ey rat1ona]1z1ng or attemptxng to exp1a1n away the events at Auschw1tz,

{ the theory of co1nc1dence 1eaves the way open for those events to repeat o

Q.
-themse]ves If 1t is mere co1nc1dence that the Ho]ocaust happened

/.
v

',forty years ago then the-horr1b1e cr1mes cou]d qu1te coinc1denta]1y ‘
3dhappen aga1n today Efr 1m s theory den1es the ab111ty of human effort E
feto prevent such a recurr nce | By adopt1ng an 1nd1fferent att1tude,_74
'thra1m actua]ly ensures that such an event w111 occur aga1n -}"~f;.},ff5f’~

A In order to preven another AuschW1tz,‘respons1b1e and respons1ve'ﬁ

A

‘f_consc1ence 1s 1mperat1v .

'”‘p1ete1y | The 1mportan e of va]ues is emphas1zed by Efra1m s fr1end

R -

The answer cannot be to abandon va]ues com-v.f B
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Horne, dUring a.cOnversation‘about*power - Horne be]ieves that power is
_'ev11 by 1ts nature and that 1t can’ be held 1n check only by custom and
trad1t1on These, he says;. shou]d emphas1ze,'”das Bewusstse1n vom ‘

sch]echten Gew1ssen der Macht d1e man als so]che Jedoch n1cht abschaffen

: dUrfe, we11 an 1hre Ste]]e nur andere Machte treten wUrden, d1e ke1ne s

Trad1t1on des Gew1ssens besassen, sondern such fUr gut h1e1ten, und

:; d1ese entfesse1ten ﬁgdagogen waren das Sch11mmste der Terror der Welt—
}i‘verbesserer sei grass11cher als d1e Schreckenherrschaft e1nze]ner Grosser, ff:p'.
’“ﬁ§1e, gequé]t vom Kerker des Gew1ssens, 1n dem s1e 1ebten, aus dem,vd

: auszubrechen Versuchten "70

J

Horne s words descr1be what happened 1n GerMany w1th the r1se of

ot H1t1er , H1t1er had no consc1ence based on trad1t1ona1 customs and

"va]ues He thought h1mse1f good and he attempted to remake the wor]d

::; accord1ng to h1s own des1gns w1thout any regard for Taw, trad1t1on,

' ?vor fe110w human be1ngs He represents one. of the uncha1ned pedagogues

o of whom Horne speaks In a compar1son w1th H1t1er, however even Efra1m ¥

i ‘.v1ew of 11fe It sh1rks from the r1ght and du

eT.does not come out in.a- favorable 11ght H1t]er acted on. the bas1s of

’;3h1s perverse be11efs 1n soc1a1 Darw1n1sm whereas Efra1m 1s unab]e to »7

o

’rjact at al] If one. be11eves that human effort has no effect on the ‘Fff{ﬁ

»

;course of events, then there 1s no po1nt in act1 g If one be]1eves 1nff

“'f}noth1ng, one 1s unab]e to recogn1ze good or ev11*and one 1s unab]e to

lfoster good or oppose eV11 Th1s 1s what 1s frwghten1ng about Efra1m s i

ey %uj

zf of - man fo- act 1n order

tq.

’;to oppose ev11 Such an att1tude assures the emergence of another ;

-.5H1t1er ﬂ‘ TR 'I"ff o ’.‘;ﬂ=;:,i,.',, ST T:.j.”Tft;

Jh Efra1m be11eves that man ex1sts, but that. thereg1slno reason for

il

- man S ex1stence. To those who be11eve there 1s a reason Efra1m 5ays o

RS
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. /
that they "haben noch keinen Gedanken daran verschwendet dass, wenn
‘(/'
mein Leben e1nen S1nn haben sol], auch der Umstand dass me1ne Mutter -
o

’fv1n e1ner Gaskammer in Ausehw1tz getbtet wurde ; sxnnvo]] sein’ mUsste

Ich we1gere m1ch Jedoch, an den S1nn von Zyk]on B zu g1auben' Nein,

w1t s1nd e1n Zufa]] we1ter n1chts N1cht e1nma1 gewUrfe1t s1nd w1r’

NN

'v worden, es se1 denn, d1e Hand der w1r a]eator1sch entro]]ten, ware die

1‘ Hand 61nes Ganoven gewesen Es g1bt keTne so]che ‘Hand. . Es glbt ke1ne

Ursache fur uns und ke1n Z1e1 Wir ekhstienen.ﬁeSchluss; Aus Mehrl

1st n1£ht dr1n;"
R : m

L1v1a W1ttmann summar1zes Efra1m s po1nt of view succ1nt1y and
p]aces h1s v1ew of 11fe in the context of modern European 1nte11ectua1
thought '”Efra1m hat d1e grosse Ause1nandersetzung m1t den zwe1

massenw1rksamsten ge1st1gen und mora11schen Systemenﬁemltﬁﬁhr1stentum

’ und Marx1smus, noch wahrend se1ner Vor Buch Vergangenhelt abgeschTossen

Er hat s1ch zu der Erkenntn1s durchgerungen dass ke1nes der be1den]l"’»

1n s1ch gin’ gesch]ossenes System b11denden Bewegungen das We1tb11d e1nes

“europa1schen Inte11ektue11en»von heute best1mmen kdnne Aber

Y sympath1schﬁersche1nenden Zuf1uchtst3tten des Ge1stes 1st er n1cht

2

i abgene1gt, so etwa der Sch1cksa1sglaub1gke1t Ke1rs, der Zuvers1cht auf

v noch "an dem Menschen vorbest1mmtes Sch1cksa1 zu g]auben n

K

e1ne Best1mmung des e1genen Lebens, e1ner Abwand]ung der Gottesglaub1g—

k81t (Chass1d1smus) Se1t der Stunde aber da- er von der Judenvergasung,v {

': vom Tod se1ner ELtern erfuhr der m1t den b]S dah1n gekannten Kategor1en

" 72:[

ﬁ‘jh:T ese statements revea] how Cztf1a1 the events at Auschw1tz were

for Efra1m Efra1m is a. 11V1ng v1ct1m of Auschw1tz : At Auschw1tz o]d

L 1deals, trad1t1ons, and mora]s d1ed Efva1m and modern man have been

2



".cha11enged to-fi]T‘the mora1~gap‘created by Auschwitz. Through the
character Efra1m Andersch presents one poss1b]e response ‘Efra1m s‘

‘ theory of co1nc1dence This theory must be d1scarded, however, because

..v1t s1mp1y is not adequate to deal w1th Auschw1tz The‘theory of |

. c01nc1dence 1n fact avo1ds the issue. By sanct1on1ng any act1on, th1s

vtheory a]so prov1des the mora] c11mate in wh1ch another Auschw1tz can

The ev11 represented by Auschw1tz must be conta1ned by concrete

based on va1ues opposed to such ev11 Ex1stent1a1 mus1ng and 2

-

‘nweak-‘need rat1ona11zat1on w111 not prevent another Ho]ocaust Efra1m
. deserJes our sympathy because he suffered as a resu]t of the war

””Mowev r, h1s v1ew of 11fe is unequa] to the task of dea11ng w1th 11fe

) after Auschw1tz and 1t must be reJected e

Efra1m 's one s1gn1f1cant confrontat1on w1th ‘the Church occurs i

j',jdur1_g h1s 1nterv1ew w1th Mother Ludmw]]a Andersch s by now perfunctory
ifcrl 1c1sm of the Church 1s ev1dent in h1s portraya] of the nun.

' "D1e-Nonne vermag s1ch m1t den Greueltaten der H1t1erd1ktatur abzuf1nden, ]
:7,1ndem s1e Gott auch we1terh1n fUr a]]macht1g erklart, s1ch aber auf den |
Cujfrehen W111en des Menschen beruft So e1n1euchtend d1ese Noterk]drung
:seﬂn mag, sche1nt s1e 1m Grunde ebenso unmora11sch zu se1n w1e die 1 ',M:t E
baAnwendung der Zufa]]stheor1e auf d1e gep]anten Morde "73. .

As a representat1ve of the Church s po1nt of v1ew Mother Ludm111a
is of no he]p whatever in com1ng to terms w1th the events at AuschW1tz

sfFW1ttmann po1nts out that Mother Ludm111a stradd]es both s1des of ‘the o

_153ue One the one hand she cons1ders God to°be omn1potent On the

:other hand she c]dar]y places the b]ame for the Ho]ocaust on the free' fﬂt“‘

-fv;w111 of man The quest1on ar1ses, 1f God 1@;@11 powerful., iA ' isﬁ]ﬁ.dh '1ﬁ

’the source of goodness, how cou1d He a]]ow someth?

- . s,
- X -
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31

‘Holocaust to occur7 Furthermore if man can ‘be made respons1b]e for

such acts ‘as the Ho]oc@ust why can he not be respon51b1e for a]] other
‘J\r ‘Q o s .

human behav1or on eartﬁ‘ good and bad?

' ﬁ “The bet1ef in God is a part of the Judeo- Chr1st1an eth1c " The

?: be11ef thaf man 1s the def1ner of h1s env1ronment and 1s therefore .

.respons1b]e to h1mse1f for the good or bad qua11ty of h1s 11fe 1s one
.of the bas1c.tenets_of;human1sm, In ‘the Introductlon it was- demonstrated
, that both riewpotnts are 1ncompat1b1e w1th ~one another. The dup]1c1ty

of Mother Ludm111a S pos1t1on is obv1ous HeracharaCter1zat1on aga1n
‘demonstrates Andersch 'S now oft portrayed ant1 re11g1ous sent1ments

There is’ no 111um1nat1ng message no hope for the future presented f*

1n Efra1m : Andersch prov1des a negat1ve example in the ma1n character

o wh1ch shows us how modern man should not respond to the mora] cha]lenge

, presented by Auschw1tz and other war atroc1t1es : Andersch S human1st1c.

"not1ons as embod1ed 1n h1s own character or in that of Gregor are absent

'from the-novelt‘ A more pos1t1ve embod1ment of h1s v1ews appears, however, ) -

1n w1nterspe1t the succeed1ng nove] S



CHAPTER V - WINTERSPELT ~ = o

As in Efﬁélm. the reader is presented w1th a‘protagon1st who does
'not be11eve in the ab111ty of human effort to influence events. D1nck—'
'1age 1s.conv1nced that man'1sva product of determ1nateness and chance. 
‘He be]jeves‘that'man constantly teatts to the events amound'himself.

'"Ein Me]ieu—Abstieg oder ein traunatischer. Schock, beide durch Zufalle
bewwrkt durch falsche Reakt1on ahf e1ne Ge]dentwertung oder durch den -
Anb11ck eines Brandes,‘sp1e1ten s1ch Uber Generat1onen hinweg in | .'
sogenannte Sch1cksa1e ein. Se]bst sche1nbar ganz fre1e W111ensakte -

W .
'Jemand entsch1oss s1ch, einen Berg zu bestelgen oder ein Buch zZu 1esen

waren bed1ngte Re]f]exe "74

If rat1ona] men had an influence on events, it wou]d have been

" poss1h]e~to‘prevent the,emergence of someonevsuch_as.H1t1er The fact
'that Hit]ef existsiproves to’Dinck]age thathUCh human contro] of
'events is impossib1e "In the face of a f1gure such as H1t1er, conven—"
'tlona1 1deas about man and’ h1s purpose in 11fe become obso1ete

D1ndk1age cannot accept the thes1s that there isa rat1ona] exp]anat1on

for 11fe "W1e aber nannte man ein Se1n, in dem konstante Naturgesetze

P 'und relne w111kur s1ch ineinander verf1ngen und finster durchdrangen?

Man nannte es Chaos D1nck1age war s1ch der Ex1stenz des Chaos gew1ss

B Das Chaos a]]e1n erklarte ihm, warum es Ungeheuer gab. "75

In regard to his v1ew of 11fe, D1nck1age is s1m11ar to the charac-

" ter Efra1m‘ Because of H1t1er and Auschw1tz, Efra1m s unab]e to com- -

"prehend 11fe in trad1t1ona1 terms H1t1er and Auschw1tz have made 1t

~1mposs1b1e for examp]e to be11eve that there is a god of mercy who »

68
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l
_ determines‘what happens onh earth or that‘rational’men contro]‘events.
For Efraim, cofncidencesis'the determining factor behind Tife. Dincklage
shares that view. 'In Dinck]age'svopinion, chance}has_created the'chaos
which:gives rise to monsters such as Hitler.

In’the character7of Dincklage Andersch once again 111usfrates the
rdanger caused by a lack of human]y conce1ved mora] values , Dian]age
1s .an appropr1ate metaphor w1th wh1ch to 111ustrate this po1nt He'is
presentedrwyth a d11emma which  requires a mora1 reso]ut1on As a resuft~o
' his-ualues'are put to a tesc‘ The manner in which he abstract]y resolves

»

the situation demonstrates how he actual]y fee]s However,‘because he
'be11eve5'that human~1nvo1vementrhas no.effect on\1nf1uencing the course'
ofﬁevents,vhe refuses to'act. Heids_aware7of thrs prob]em. "NatUr]ich
gab es‘SOQar‘mnm{tten des Chaos und angesichts der Ungeheuer ethische<
= Entsche1dungen, d1e Wah1 zw1schen Gut und Bbse, das Gew1ssen \ gie Wareh
.:das Letzte, was D1nck1age aus se1ner katho11schen Erz1ehung Ubr1g beh1e1t
‘NahrSche1n]1ch dachte er spbtt1sch ‘handelte es sich auch'dabei nur um
einen. durch das Ems]and bed1ngten Ref]ex “76 o : d :\ |
D1nck1age s Catho11c background has g1ven him a know]edge of mora]
“choices and the va]ues on wh1ch those choices can be made D1nck1age~
’regards such values as an opt1on on1y They are not b1nd1ng e]ements
'of his conscience. He regards h1s consc1ence‘as a reflex taught to.

him by parents, schoo]; and church He does not regard it asfan'inhénent-

'part of h1s consc1ous self. 'He' v1ews it as. absfract, remoVed'fro'"

actual behav1or As a result ‘he feels that dec1s1ons made on the ¥
iof conscience possess va]1d1ty in an abstract sense on]y Such decnsions
/[ .

w11] rema1n the resu]t of m1nd games, never -to be app11ed in the real

“world. - D1nck]age remawns”conv1nced that-rat1ona1,processes of the mind.



have no effect on the course of evehts;"”Die wirk1ichen Dinge bestehen
_.also auch, ’habe ich Qedacht ‘Man braucht sie nicht vorzuste11en ”77 3

P1schdovd31an recogn1zes this fact when he states in regard to
D1nck1age, "Sein Verhdngnis liegt dar1n dass es fUr ihn, nachdem e’
's1ch flr m111tarschen Ungehorsam flir Kap]tu]at1on und damit flr F1ucht .
 entschlossen hat g]e1chgﬁ]t1g 1st, ob der P]an ausgerhrt w1rd oder
Hn1cht w78 |

In h1s mind” D1nck1age is convinced that h1s dec1s1on te capatu]ate

is the mora]]y correct th1ng to do. However, because this belief is \

thought to be unre]ated to- rea]1ty, D1nck]age fee]s no compunct1on to

’ 4:try to actua11ze h1s p]an of cap1tu1at1on Ev1dence of this paradox—

f1ca1 att1tude is g1ven in the letter D1nck1age sends to K1mbrough but
stwh1ch K1mbrough does not rece1ve In it he g1ves three reasons why he
uvdec1ded not ‘to 1mp1ement hls—ptan In h1s f1rst reason he’ c1a1ms ‘that
his act1on wou]d have' no effect on the course of the war. Th1s statement
| is: D1nck]age S own adm1ss1on that human effort has no- effect on the rea]
course of- events Second]y, he states that.success of h1s plan wou]d

be the resu]t of pure chance. He be11eves there is. as much chance for
success as there is for fa11ure Th1s adm1ss1on on the part of D1nck—
lage conf1rms h1s be11ef 1n the ro]e of co1nc1dence in determ1n1ng the -
occurrence of events Th1rd1y, he_ emphas1zes how 1mportant it was that
Schefo]d come to him- through the German 11nes It was a sign on the

part of D1nck1age of how much the cap1tu1atlon p]an meant to h1m ‘

bIn this manner he was ab]e to sat1sfy h1mse]f in his mind that, indeed,
he was serious about the cap1tu1at1on p]an as a proposa] However,

0 jbecause the pLan was relegated 1ong ago to be1ng merely an exerc1se in

D1nck1age s mind, it is 1mposs1b1e that it cou]d ever be 1mp]emented
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Dincklage waS'motivated'by hoka] considenationsbtb 1magine the p1an

-He adm1ts, however, that moral considerations are only a ref1ex1ve action
on his part. . They do not determ1ne how DAnck1age asserts himself in

1ife. They‘cannot‘because DTnck1age does not assert himself. .To do so
wou]d be an adm1ss1on that his 1ife has some goa1 .Or purpose. But as

he. does not be11eve in fate or dest1ny, such assertive action on his

B part qs 1mposs1b1e. Here a fUrthen compar1son with Efralm'1s‘ungve}Qab1e.
Precisely because both charaﬁters believe their Tives are W1thout heaning,
| they act, or more accurate]y react, accord1ng]y .They are pass1ve ,
“wanderers who f1nd no purpose in Jife nor do they perce1ve a need: for "
Ca purpose 1n 11fe _“ ; hh“ : . | - o ‘

‘ Such an att1tude man1fests 1tse1f early in D1nck1age‘s thoughts and
behav1or. An 1nd1cat1on of his fee11ngs‘1s'expressed dur1ng his-student
'fdays at Oxford. "Er War so wenig Tinks; daSs er sogeredie Sowjethnibn
5verte1d1gte wenn eng11sche Studenten sie kr1t1s1erten, we11 sie 1in
¢Span1en nicht, wie Deutschland und Ita11en m111t3r1sch 7nterven1erte
1sondern nur Waffen 11eferte. 'Die Russen'rechnen eben mit 1angeren ’
‘Zeitrdumen', sagte er. Den Vorwurf er rede dam1t denen das Wort, die
nichts taten; steckte er e1n "79 ’ ,

Th1s attitude also enab]es D1nck1age to d1stance h1mse]f rom the-
enents in the war andstosd1sc1a1m any respons1b111ty for h1s pant in:
makinéithe war'possib1e.’ "Er wunderie sich nur danUber, dass er o
;Setite11e wie wenn/wir noch Jager'h&tten‘odervden Namen'Hennann'thing
noch immer n1cht ohne Erb1tterung denken konnte. Anstdtt michfuber
den ganzen Sausta]] zu freuen, dachte er. Schon das- w1nz1ge wort wir

ist fa]sch was 1ch, vo]]stand1g automat1sph denken mUsste, 1st/ sie

haben ke1ne Jager mehr w80



Dinck1age d1so has diffic*]ty Speaking'of-”his“‘men} When he talks
Tof'his so]diers»to'the other officera, it sounds as Ttlhe p]aces thev
possessive pronoun in parentheses The tone in'Dinck1age’s‘voice is _"
so not1ceab1e that he receives a repr1mand from h1s command1ng off1cer

~ Kdthe Lenk is the f1rst person to notice D1nck1age s att1tude .
"Hinter se1ner Bedingung flir Schefo]ds Einsatz spﬁrte sie eine Uberzeug- ’
ung, eine Art des Lebens und Denkens, von der Vernunftgrhnde abg]1tten
wie Hande von e1ner Wand, an der sie ;elnen Ha]t mehr fanden w81
’Kathe s observat1on is an accurate summation of D1nck1age S v1ew of
1ife. He does not believe in-rational, exp]anat1ons and he cannot be
convinced that any action on his part_w111 have'an effect'on the course
of eventék‘ The plan which:he formu1ates in his mind correséonds to
abstract values wh1ch are not perce1ved as valid in life. TheAp]an;f
therefore, rema1ns an abstract1on | o |

_ Kathe s remark a]so revea]s her as a person of oppos1te character-'

1st1c$ from D1nck1age She be]1eves that act1ng ‘on the basis of values . .
: 1s,an 1mperat1ve. yfIhr Rat an den Jungen.The1an (d1ese;M1schung aus
kathd]ischer Erziehung und Mathematik),ftu desertieren,,war,eigent]ich
»1hre erste aktive Hand]ung po11t1s£hen W1derstands 82 Thtehact
represents a concrete express1on of K4the's moral va]ues In contrast‘

~ to D1nck1age who may 1mag1ne such an act but wou]d never actua11ze it,
Kdthe not on]y th1nks it but acts 1t as we]] She understands that mora1
va]ues, if they are to have any meaning, cannot ex1st in a vacuum to be -
thought of as abstract opt1ons : They must be acted upon

Her. pos1t1on in regard to D1nck1age S p]an is CWearTy mora1

She regards it not-only as a proper act. but as ‘a means for D1nck1age

) to atone for h1s 1nvo1vement in the war. "Wenn se1n P]an gelang, - Uber-
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legte Kdthe, so wog er alle von ihm n1cht verwe1gerten ‘Befehle auf "83

In contrast to D1nck1age who regards moral values as abstracts,

‘g

and in opposxt1on to Hainstock, whose Marxist thinking makes him impotent ’

to act‘without a”supportive organ1zat1on: Kdthe is a pragmatist‘who seeks
‘an end to the war. "Der Frieden interessierte sie nicht. Sie kennte- |
sich unter ihm nicht'Vorste11en. Was sieeinteressierte,OWaf das Ende

des Krieges.”84 ”

' Her attitude_is.evident in the manner with wnich‘sne‘views histpry,f'
During an argument with Héfnstoc? about history she says it makes no
sense to ta]k of the past in cond1t1ona] sentences Hainstock‘geys/her

.v1ew is, react1onary "Wenn man darauf verz1chtet, sich vorzuste]]en,
wie etwas hdtte se1n kbnnen, verz1chtet man auf die Vorste]]ung einer

V'bessern MBglichkeit Uberhaupt. Dann nimmt man die Geschichte hin, wie

sie eben kommt. Wenn" sie gekommen ist, wie sie gekommen ist, kann man

nicht anderes'tun, als sie hinnehmen haffe Kdthe erwidert. n85
- Far from be1ng fata1lst1c Kathe S att1tude revea]s her 1ntense
pragmat1sm - She 1s not constra1ned by 1deo1og1ca] comm1tments
Ha1nstock rea11zes,‘"dass er Anhanger einer Theorie und Prax1s der -
“Veranderung, den Anlass’zum§chefo1ds heut1gem Gang ab]ehnte,-1nn von'
Grund aus n?cht-mechte,'1ndessen'Kche daran nur an$zusetzen hatte, dass
Schefb]d es war, der ihn unternahm.. Daven abgesehen war Sie der Moter'
“des ganzen Unternehmens gewesen;:,Von'Faﬁa]jsmus~konnte da- gar nicht
‘d1e Rede se1n u86 - | ‘
| The sympathet1c portraya] of Kdthe is a ref]ect1on aga1n of the
- innortance Andersch aptaches to»the act1on§ of 1nd1v1duals who act on
. the basis of censeience baéed’onic]eafﬁy.de}ined mdra]_vaTnes: vThev'

contrast between Kdthe  and Hainstock emphasizes Andersch's belief,
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lehrgern enthU]]te w

. ) o

”W,QHainstoCk‘occupies the now well established role o@ﬁa defeated Communist

revolutionary. Because he is a victim of the Party's'determintstic '

-philosophy, Hainstock is ungble to act in a moral sense. Nor does he

perceive of life in terms of human values. His ideological orientation

determines his perception of events. "Dieser Krieg, Sagte Hainstock,
# ~ :

A

ist dervKrieg'eines kranken Gehirns. Hitler ist flr den»Kapita]iSmus

. [ . . . A "
untragbar geworden. Er diskrediert die (blirgerliche Gesellschaftsordnung
- . iy Q B "‘ .

87

zeigt ihre Grundiagen zu offen."” Hainstock does not condemn Hitler

on moral grounds. His criticism stems from what he perceives as Hitler's

distorted re]at1onsh1g'W1th a spec1f1c econom1c c]ass He deals with

i

H1t1er on an abstract 1eve1 and is therefore unab]e to 1n1t1ate effect1ve

actijon aga1nst H1t]er ";f'“

<

Kathe, however, 19 able to perce1ve events in a moral 11ght

i

She regects Ha1nstock S 1deo1og1ca11y bound explanations. "Nenn S1é“;

“s1ch an 1hre E]tern er1nnerte, fand Kathe es unmbg]1ch 2u g]auben

')

dass das, Was das Ungeheuer machte 'ﬁ1e Grund]agen des Denkens von

88 Whereas Ha1nstock is ab1e to extemporwze in

L"

ftheoretlca] terms about the war and 1ts causes, Kathe 15 moved by

1ts mora] 1mp}1cat1ons Her concern is for. the humans 1nvo1ved not

P "‘,“‘,4

for the theor sfwh1ch try to explain the war. - jh

Ha1nstock be11eves D1nck]age s p]an is impossible to 1mp1ement

{,

because D1ncklage 1acks 1deo]og1ca1 support among his own peop]e He

again_ expresses h1s oonv1ct1on that action is’ 1mposs1b1e w1th0ut organ- ."

_1zat1on ‘"D1e Vorste]]ung, D1nck1igg/K€Eiij§ber Vertrauens]eute, Parte1-
- ze]]en verngen, setzte voraus, dass dieseks%elbst Uber etn.klares‘ f

2 fpo}1£§§chgs“8ewusstse1n verflige, mehr wire ein Herr, ein Mensch, nimlich

1

" ein Genosse. Lécherlich, sich so etwas vorzustellen. 'Es +andélte sich -

A
o
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.;. The act1ons of K1mbrough are h1gh1y moral.and h1s character1zat1on

. it

",/" flan SRR

n89

um d1e s1nn1ose Akt1on eines’ E1nze193nger Later Ha1nstock s'l"w

- , .

| cr1t]c1sm of D1nck1age becomes more exp11c1t and h15 1deo1og1ca1 bas1s

8 1mmutab1e 1aws wh1ch can be deduced from a proper read1ng of h1story,

,@or 1nd1v1dua1 ch01ce
flfhlstor1ca1 1aws but accord1ng to 1nd1v1dua1

ffFOrgan1:':u;"

Qi?thought deferve to be branded 1mmora1

-y

for the cr1t1c1§m more obvwous 'v“Unh1stor1sch Als Marx1st g]aube 1ch

i nacht an den Wert so]cher 1nd1v1dUe11er Akt1onen ”90. A compar1son can

N

- be made between Ha1nstock and Andersch h1mse1f 1n D1e K1rschen der ‘

Fre1he1t Ha1nstock 1s a 51m1]ar v1ct1m of Marx1st determ1n1st1c

ph1losophy He be]1eves that the act1ons of men are determ1ned by

Act1ons wh1ch are not determ1ned by these ]aws or wh1ch do not conform

. /’

to these ]aws have no va11d1ty In such a ph11osophy\there is: no room v?:wrvff;f7

, el § ' ':. L " \~| . ‘o"f ‘, Q
_ Andersch argues that 1nd1v1dua1s do not act 1n accordance w1th ."

l I

consc1ence based on a’ set

3df0f values Act1ng 1n such a manner g1ves mean1ng and purpose to ltfe

o tnd1v1dua1 In a sxstem where there 1s ‘no kot1on of the 1nd1v1dua1 S
: ‘ = i \
?5,there 1s a]so no concept of 1nd1v1dua1 r1ghts When the Jnd1v1dua1 and

aﬂ;11fe 1s also put 1nto quest1on : Andersch counters th1s 1dea w1th h1s'b7;“

;f;oWn be11ef 1nc$he 1nd1v1dua1 0n1y the 1nd1v1dua1 1s capab]e of act1ng

‘t'of persona11ty and 1nd1v1dua11ty As a resu]t, 1nd1v1dua1s g1ve mean1ng

"og1es; such as Marx1sm, d1sc#ed1t the consclence of the »Vs"

”_the r1ghts of the 1nd1v1dua1 ceaSe to matter, the mean1ng and purpose of :

'on mdra] va]ues A dec1s1on reached through consc1ence 15 an express1on SUSCPURITES

\ o

c{gand purpose tO 11fe.o Andersch be]1eves thlS capab111ty of the 1nd1V1dua]

"mshould be encouraged to deve1op Organlzed ph11osoph1es such as Marx1sm '

.3aand Fasc1sm suppress th1s 1nate1y human qua11ty These systems of o
1f3-,” -f;”*%[ : “'t :',\,,.'f;l' o

I““»‘;,_- ’ A s ‘;;’f" Lo At Ky \" } e .A
¢ . R ! ; - Lo Loe -

A I




'in'order‘to defeat'the‘Nazi

“h1s command1ng off1cer,-"dass.

- corresponds,to'that of..at'ej_th contrasteto'Dihcklage andeainstock

Kimbhoughkisjab1e_tﬁhmék moral judgements - For examp]e he arg“es that

1t 1s 1mperat1ve that one. not\1ower one 5. ffi»tgaf

B se]f to the1r 1eve1 ' “Man k nn ‘sie nur sch]agen wenn man iht Denken

igrundsatz11ch n1cht ann1mmt'" 1 ‘Here he responds to an assert1on by

ie Naz1s nur von Jemand gesch]agen werden

W e
kbnnen der 1mstande Ist, s1ch in 1hr Denken zu versetzen “92 ;q;y" g _1“§ o
. S

K1mbrough does not 1ook for trad1t1ona] mora] Just1f1cat1ons for P

b. _‘?

,~the war aga1nst the Naz1s He be11eves the Un1ted States have entered »

é:¢athe war we11 w1r Lust haben, e1nen Kr1eg zu fUhren “93 Arguments to

'“lfthe contrary, based on trad1t1ona1 mora] va]ues fa]] on deaf ears :{',.j: 7;

.vi7wenze1 Ha1nstock 1st es beze1chnend dass er auf Whee]er rekurr1ert/

'l~wahr nd er\K1merughs Bemgrkbng Ubetvd

vat 1s qu1te poss1b1e that h1s vmews wou]d be shared by Kathe herse]f

t’un1mpressed by church or po11t1ca1 1deo1ogy "FUr den a]ten Marx1sten B

>

e

eust am Kr1egfdhn@n Qhatt

;Uberh rt, so dass er sie auch Kathe Le%k n1cht Uberm1tte]t d1e - das

":§1st an unehmen - der Behauptung des Mannes aus Georg1a spontan zugest1mmty?ﬁ?"

| ﬂ]hatte "

o :_.'I'ht

f1solatxon1st As a Democrat who supported Rooseve]t he was d1sappo1nted;c Y

conversat1on w1th Schefo]d K1mbrough adm1ts that he 15 an '”’Sﬁl
B L

’;;‘when-Roosevelt comm1tted the Un1ted States to war '“*"Ich b1n n1cht

“;QK1mbrough n1cht grob aber m1t Jur1st1scher Ka]te
'*'tangry that the Un1ted States shou]d have to 1nterveneqat a11 H

':?7response to Schefqﬂd 1s an expre551on of 1nd1gnat10n. why shou]d the Se;"

k3a1t werden Schafft euch euren H1t]er doch se]ber vom Ha]s, sagte

t}_e”tt5USCht Sagte Schefo]d Ohne Rooseve]t wurde H1t1er neunz1g Jahre. o

ll95 K'lmbY'QUgh 15 : . g ‘.ﬁ' t‘;'«

{
b

;

-o»'- ,

HQVUn1ted States have to 1ntervene7 What g1ves the Un1ted States the mora]
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"advantage'in thisrwar?-”The Unitedrstates'kiT]apeopTefin a manner just

'ds. grotesque as the Naz1s Trad1t1ona1 mora] vaTues g1ve a Just1f1cat1on SRR

_xfor sué% a war but are those va]ues proper7 Both s1des are gu1Tty of

‘j‘murder %17 : ‘ N

K1mbrough feeTs moraTTy betrayed by po]1t1cs " He. regards the

_poT1cy of 1soTat1on as the proper course Lead1ng poT1t1c1ans abandoned

'(l

vbtthat poT1cy, however and K1mbrough no Tonger has a poT1t1caT express1o f,

L of h1s mora] v1ewpo1nt B

%1mbrough is opposed to war, but not on reT1g10us grounds and nyt :
: |
.on the bas1s of - poT1t1ca1 1deoTogy He detests war: because 1t 1s an(

L 1nhuman act1v1ty Human be1ngs should not k111 one: another, not because
- N ( Vv

' God or an abstract ph11050phy teTTs them 1t is wrong, but because they

.j"shoqu know 1t‘to bé wrong 1nherent1y Humans have the. cho1ce to’ :”1.~*f.

‘v‘avo1d war They shoqu avo1d war because 1t is the human and consc1en—';

:gabTe th1ng to do.

':fTJOTd ratselte daran herum warum ausgerechnet d1eser IsoTat1on- S

. [
blst bere1t war“ fUr D1nck1ages Vorhaben e1n1ges Zu r1sk1eren, wéhrend d1e

5]>1hm vorgesetzten 0ff1z1ere M1T1tars, d1e fUr Rooseve]ts Kr1egsz1e1e

4

bwahrsche1n11ch das grbsste Verstandn1s aufbrachten den PTan des MaJors .

TabTehnten "96

The so]ut1on to Schefo]d s puzzTement 1s that mebrough
_jrecogn1zes the human1st1ca11y moraT worth of D1nck1age s pTan .He.1sv

“;)prepared to he]p 1mpTement the pTan because 1t 15 qu1te.s1mp1y theﬂ

7 !

“"proper th1ng to do’ under the c1rcumstances K1mbrough s super1ors have ;f?”f

;_.other tact1caT and strateg1c cons1derat1ons 1n ‘mind. The1r v1ew 1sgj _” /% EREIE

V1nf1uenced by trad1t1ona] va]ues qu1te apart from those 1n wh1ch K1mbrough

)

'_xbelleves 'j 'Jrjft‘lul_, j;g,

The source of K1mbrough 3 vaTues can be traced back to the env1ron- jfhf{'

T .
e

-
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ment‘from whiCh he came. '“Er war auf e1ner Farm am Rande von' OTd

":Okefenok geboren, und der hatte ke1nen anderen WUnsch, aTs dorth1n

R zurUckzukehren 97 K1mbrough has an organ1c reTat1onsh1p with the area

o ih wh1ch(he grew up H1s sense of pTace dn the wor]d is weTT estab11shed
v:In the swamp he observed the natura] order of T1fe and how - ‘man can’ upﬁet
1ts rhythm Man 1ntrudes, for exampTe when he f1shes or when he hunts ‘
"a111gators K1mbrough S father had ho compunct1on about hunt1ng and
v‘fftﬁshﬁng - He foTTowed the b1bT1caT ed1ct Wh1ch commands man to subdue

. the”earth K1mbrough 1s not affected by thls command He refuses to ‘; e

:,,f1sh and hunt These act1v1t1es

0 not seem r1ght to h1m They are
' }act1ons approved by accepted mor;ﬁﬁiffu‘ He opposes them because of ;-
&Tlan 1nterna1 fee]1ng wh1ch has nothhfd to do w1th God but,wh1ch comes '.
: from the ratJonaT prob%sses of ‘LsgoWn_m{nd; "

An examp]e of th1s att1T de 1s found 1n h1s thoughts about consc1en—:
»“htious-obgeotors,; "Rechts nwaTt K1mbrough hat s1ch 1mmer darUber gewundert,‘e‘°

- dass DeTnStverwe1gerer vemaTs e1nen MangeT an gewbhn11ched phys1schen

[:gMut fhr 1@r Verha]ten i Anspruch nahmenu Sle sagten n1ema]s Was onTt

@

’ .f1hr7 w1r bes1tzen d1e Grundelgenschaften n1cht d1e 1hr vom_Sonaten
‘-verTangt, und wir denken n1cht daran,»s1e uns anzue1gnena In John._
‘ K1mbroughs Augen hatte e1n soTches E1ngestandn1s 1hren mora11sohen Mut

v schTagend bew1esen SchTagender Jedenfalls aTs d1e Berufung auf das

l198

o fﬁnfte Gebot oder d1e Lehren von Jesus Chr1stus mebrough reaT1zes

{ifthat rea] human va]ues are not 1mposed from the outs1de but are generated

M‘

"fw1th1n He 1s ‘an examp]e of Andersch s not1on of a human1st1c moraT1stl'
' X . :
There 1s a paradox here, however Why d1d K1mbrough Jo1n the army
if he is. opposed to war’ K1mbrough has nj sat1sfactory exp]anat1on

7"Es hatte ke1nen S1nn, 1hm (zum waevwe]tenmal?) kTarzumachen, dass er, DL




J
!

st

n1cht wegen der Zustande in Georg1a fre1w1111g 1n die Armee eingetreten .

~war. 'Die Schw1er1gke1t bestand dar1n, dass ‘er niemandem, nicht ewnma] '

3 s1ch se]ber, genau erk1aren konnte “warum er nicht abgewartet hatte, -
499

8]

'*'b1s d1euArmee.1hn.etnzog A p]aus1b]e exp]anat1on is that, a]though

X Kimbrough embodies the idea of a humanistic,mora11st,vhe is not perfect.

His actions are sti11 1nf1uenced.by traditiona1 va1ues around him.

e b

- Perhaps these values affect h1s subconsc1ous and create feelings of gu1]t
. . \"ﬁ
,wh1ch prompt h1m to Jo1n the army S ﬁ

, : 3 .
In Wi ‘e-e1t Andersch cont1nues the archetypes -he’ 1ntroduces in,

2 Sansibar‘dot \er 1etzteﬁGrund

~ of how man can ma1nta1n ehe 1nte1Teetua1‘freedom necessary to dea] w1th

h hmora] quest1ons The characters who are most successfu] 1n<th1s endeavor
. vare those who do not 1ook to re11gﬁpn or p011t1cs forvgu1dance ;fAs. “
"”Andersch demonstrates repeatedly, these ph11osoph1es a]] too often‘@ake
,t;on a separate 11fe of the1r own and become determ1n1st1c 1n nature |
&They are then regarded by man ‘as the source of mora] gu1dance, rather
Jh than as. expresswons of mora] va]ues wh1ch have the1r true or1g1n in man
vandersch S greatest concern 1s to demonstrate that true mora1 act1on .

N

f"takes p]ace on]y when th1s proper perspect1ve to po11t1cs and re1tg1on '

'15 ma1nta1ned : HTS books te11 us that once man~rea11zes that the actua]

vvsource of mora] va]ues res1des 1n h1mse1f he w111 have a sounder bas1s

‘ 1for consc1ence

; He 1s stﬁ11 goncerned w1th the prob]em ,

79



- CONCLUS_’ION -

One theme runs through each of the five nove]s values and
R . IR ’ -
,_therefore the bas1 for conscience res1des w1th1n man Andersch

suggests that man w111 be more successfu] in 11fe when th1s perspecttve

on va]ues is ma1nta1ned : 0therw1se he argues man - ope Gl

xThat was mere]y the express1on of - arconclus1on he had reached ]ong ago-'
The rea11zat1on that va]ues are centered in the 1’4 ‘tdua1 came when. :
he fe]t betrayed by the Commun1st Party Anderschgldent1f1ed h1mse1f
ffffso thorough]y w1th the ph11osophy of the Party that. when the ph11osophy?
bjjfa1]ed he fa11ed as we]h/‘ In thlS regard he repeats the m1stakes of

h1s father who hadwalso/surrendered ‘the’ 1ocus of h1s ex1stence and

o B

be11efs to po11t1ca1 do7tr1ne However young*Andersch ]earned from h1s

.-m1stake and was ab]e to assert contro] over h1s 11fe dramat1ca11y by

”7pdesert1ng from the army ‘%ﬁ”'

vN,

7'r As demonstrated in succeed1ng chapters, these two 1nc1dents in

s o
'-Andersch s 11fe, h1s de:§?t1on from the army and more 1mportant1y h1s

a

-;recogn1t1on of the betraya] by Communwst Party ph11osophy, are repeated

51n mod1f1ed form through var1ous characters in the four’ nove]s subsequent
: , A ey o :
..to D1e K1rschen der Fre1he1t SR L

- 80
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- 0f the four, Sans1bar oder der 1etzte Grund presents the reader

,_y W1th the most clearly drawn rete111ng of the experiences Andersch

'undenwent 1n recogn1z1ng.the duplicity of Communwst Party doctr1ne andf
the decept1on 1nherent in re11g1ous doctr1ne It is. obv1ous that the :
three main- characters, Knudsen, Gregor and He]ander are based on
-1ﬂ,f1gures from Andersch s own life and'that{%ach experiences the conse-’3
K quences of subm1tt1ng one's se]f to po11t1ca1 or re]1g1ous dogma

In D1e Rote Andersch - does not succeed as’ we]] 1n translatwng his . ;

perspect1ve on va]ues and consc1ence 1nto a be]1evaUlchharacter1zat1on

. To be sured Franz1ska recogn1zes the lack of values ' 1n her ‘1ife,, yet her

‘&.\Au i ;,4'

response to the s1tuat1on, as demonstrated 1n Chapte1 ‘Three e, s 1rrespon-‘

_s1b]e‘and.1t fails to br1nggabout the fundamental change for wh1ch

1

ww“é}‘

»

she longs.
o Most cr1t1ca1 rev1ews of Die Rote concentrate on Andersch S j@ﬁ

) f'of escape as(an‘1mportant e]ement of the p]ot In it they see the o

h cont1nuat1on of the escape e]ement from Die K1rschen der Freiheit and

.Sans1bar oder der 1etzte Grund A]though 1t 1s common to each nove]

[

' the escape e]ement serves. a. d1fferent purpose 1n each and the undue
f”attent1on g1ven to.it is out of proport1on w1th 1ts real s1gn1f1cance

.-In D1e K1rschen der Fre1he1t Andersch s escape from the army 1s the

‘actua11zat1on or phys1ca1 express1on of a dec1s1on about his- 11fe wh1ch
"’he made Tong. ago The escape’ e]ement is not the pr1mary feature of the
o p]ot,A1t ar1ses from Andersch s perspect1ve on va]ues and conSC1ence.v

aIn Sans1bar oder der letzte Grund the escape e]ement 1s ev1dent aga1n{

."However, 1n th1s nove] 1t a]so plays a secondary role,. The p11ght”of:{a“"
7Jud1th and the voyage to: Sweden add. tens1on and ‘drama to a good story(

'i.aYet th1s eIement 1s overshadowed by the wooden f1gure wh1ch 1s the '



;

N

- real center of action in the novel.  The figure goads each’of,the three

f

main'pkotagonists into action. Through the1r act1ons, the ma1n charac—l“"
ters reveal somethﬂng of the contro111ng Values in the1r 11ves
In D1e Rote the‘e]ement of escape is once again apparent, yet its ro]e"'

as a primary,factor in the‘p]ot_MUst be questioned.. It seems the

"_ escape itself is secondary to the motivation which‘prompts 1t .

]

Franz1ska s dec1s1on to 1eave for Ven1ce is a ref]ex1ve action prompted
S Y _
by her d1ssat1sfact1on W1th an unfu1f1111ng 11fe 1n Germany . She bears

3 a great amount of respons1b1]1ty for creat1ng the unhappy cond1t1ons 1n '

N

- in Andersch's first three novels, it is entire

her: 11fe her qu1ck dec1s1on to 1eave 1nd1cates that she*1s unw1111ng 1

to address her gu11t in the matter in a rnspons1b1e fash1on¢\ ‘Her escape.

a11ows her. to avo1d making difficult dec1s1ons about herse]f It is

ne1ther a creative nor reSpons1b1e reaction to her dilemma. By contrast,
“

Andersch s own escape is a respons1b1e express1on of dec151ons he had

[ e

'made in regard to va]ues in ]1fe R

After exper1enc1ng such p051tive characiers as Andersch.himself in

D1e K1rschen der Fre1he1t and Gregor in Sans‘bar oder der 1etzte Grund,

as to why she acts in such a reprehens1b]

v1t 1s dwsturb1ng to come across Franz1ska  Not on]y does she fail to
ach1eve persona1 ‘success. in. the narrat1ve account, shelg1ves an unc1ear

:‘p1cture of Andersch S prev1ous1y well art1cu1ated V1ews on va1ues and

basis for an effect1ve‘consc1ence., Whereas the mot1vat1ons beh1nd

-~Andeksch's'préviouS'characters are apparent .the’dr1v1ng force beh1nd

Franz1ska is less clear]y descr1bed It seeins too s1mp1e to say that

T e

'she 15 1rrespons1b1e and mora]]y ba krupt One 1ongs for more c]ues

.

'manner
whereas the e]ement of escape plays rotes of;varyingcimportance‘

absentﬂfrum the
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v - . - o _
sudceeding twosworks. The question of va]ues; however, continues_
unabated in. Efﬁayn, although in a different manner than in the previous
nove]s. Efra1m adm1ts to hav1ng no values; h1s 11fe is based on the
prem1se that capr1ce and co1nC1dence gu1de man's 11fe and that it is
Ffut1]e for Mman to exercise his w111 in an attempt to 1nf1uence either
of these forces. AnderSch is thorough in descr1b1ng the consequences

of such att1tudes Efra1m 1eads a root]ess and unsat1sfy1ng 11fe because

b

he refuses to ascr1b§ a«center of va]ues to himself. Efra1m thus
n RS Aty

e »\“ st

-fbecomesta metaphor for the vﬂew that a set of human1st1ca]1y based

\u.'

values ‘is a prerequ1s1te for an- effect1ve conSc1ence and a sats1fy1ng
11fe. This view is ?hhérent in ear11er novels, on]y in those 1t
rece1ves a more pos1t ve representat1on
4 w1ntersge1 1s Andersch s 1ast attempt to dea] with the prob]em
of values and consc1ence 1n novel form He re]ys on stereotypes
already deve]oped in ear11er nove]s to art1cu1ate the v1ew that values
‘wh1ch are perce1ved to or1g1nate W1th1n man -are the best va]ues " The
‘wmessage remains as unchanged as when it f1rst dawned on: Andersch wh11e
he was‘1ncarcerated for havyng-g1venltob much'of himself to Commun1st
"'Party doctr1ne | ‘ \» o |
| Thus the quest1on of va]ues and consc1ence runs 11ke a thread,
somet1mes tang]ed as in Die Rote, through each of Andersch S nove]s
‘ Andersch a]so demonstrates that once a proper perspect1ve on va]ues
and conscience is atta1ned true freedom resu]ts The exerc1se of '
th1s freedom does not cons1st of free1ng one. 's se]f from oppressaon,
hbut of act1ng free]y to accomp11sh someth1ng creat1ve to make a-

r edom which ex1sts when man 1s ab]e to s

‘pos1t1ve cho1ce It is a!

‘choose free1y on the ba;fs of.hnowledge, unfettered by re]lg1ous cant



'\ neuer ge1st1ger Werte

84
on po]jtica1 doctrine. "War es nicht fUr Erasmus bezeichnend,.dass er
sich den Re]igionsstreitfgkeiten‘entzog, um seinem 'eigenen objektiven
Urte11 nachiugehen und zu hande1n7' Seine geistige Unabhangigkeit wan
ihm dassy1cht1gste, und im Bewusstsein der von 1hm erre1chten Einsicht
hoffte‘ er, 'die geb1]dete Menschhe1t zy einer hbheren Stufe fUhren 2u
kbnnen', , sah er sich als. 'Br1nger ge1st1ger Freiheit und Schpfer
' "100 ~Andersch's novels suggest that man should
base conscience on s1m11ar independence from dogmarand ritua]i To
re-emphasize thebpointkktwo advantages aCCrue from this attitudef.

a sound basis for consc1ence is achieved and real freedom a creative

"fneedom, is atta1ned. This doub]e po1nt is 11]ustrated best in

"Dije Kirschen der Freiheit. Andersch descr1bes not only the humanistic

basis for his-conscience he re]ates the heady freedom it affords h1m
in a11ow1ng him to dare and undertake desert1on from the army H1s act
-of desert1on 1g'the resu]t of free choice. based on an open- m1nded
lapproach to va]ues

In Sans1bar oder der. letzte Grund Andersch aga1n estab]1shes the

connection between actual freedom and a consc1ence unfettered by
re11g1ous and p011t1ca1 dogma Knudsen and Helander are almost pouer-p,
'1ess to act when confronted w1th real evil because of the c0nstra1nts |
1mposed on their natural humane impulses. éreoor who escapes the o
v strang]eho]d of the Party s determ1n1st1c ph1losophy, is able to o

ﬂ ;1n1t1ate-act10n wh1ch helps someone escape the evil. Gregor's

'A1nte]lectua1 freedom results’ in tang1b1e freedom as we11

Th1s theme is ev1dent in d1fferent fonn in Dwe Rote and Efra1m

Franz1ska S escape from her husband and her 1over does not 1ead to »

freedom In the end she subm1ts to the contro] Fab1o exerc1se over -

r
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: " . & : . . . N » .y
her 1ife, just as.she submitted to the perversions to which.Herbert afid

. Joachim sujected her. Franziska is unable to exist independently because

she lacks the strong conscience needed to decide matters for herself.
~She readily allows others to.control her life. Her main concern is to
find a secore home where others can make difficu]t decisions for her,
decisions to which she is eager to submit. ‘Her passive acceptance

of the control others eXert on her andvher wi111ng submission to such

| ’control are rem1nlscent of the human s1tuat1on wh1ch ex1sted during

. the M1dd1e Ageg when the Church W@ﬁ in power.

Efraim offers a negat1ve exampTe\as well. His~conscience is devoid

of pos1t1ve va]ues ' Because he has no reaf\va1ued, it is 1mposs1b]e for

"

him to take dec1s1ve act1on in the course of da11y life.

‘h1s dest1ny is. shaped by forces beyond his control; hesis t e

42,

ycontent to drift through4]1fe; H1s meek submrsg1on to these forces

‘Teaves him open to manipolation, an opportun1ty his dom1neer1ng.w1fe

'lread11y exp1o1ts 4 .
w1th W1ntersge1t Andersch rizbrns to o1d ground Ihe characteri-_
"zat1ons have appeared before. Now they return within a narrative whtch .
is interspersed with documented histbrica] facts. The;ﬁessaoe,hemains
the‘same;”inteliectual treedomlleads to true basis of conscience whtch

in turnhexpresses itse]f in tree'actions |

Andersch s novels dea] w1th a t1me1ess theme The queStionvof the
‘-m}

'u1t1mate source of va]ues and of consc1ence is a matter wh1ch w111

H

contlnue to be researched and‘debated, It 1s»h1gh1y~on11ke1y that any

- binding conclusion‘w111'ever be reached ‘The diviSion between humanists

~and po11t1ca1 and. re]1g10us dogmat1sts w111 continue until the un11ke1y N

&

time. when one side agreés with the other



Andersch's novels present a compelling case for the side of the

humanists. Humanistic reasoning recognizes that moral values and the

conscience.which‘they engender‘are inherent to human beings. Values

and consc1ence are be11eved‘t0 exist 1rrespect1ve of re11g1ous dOgma .

or political doctrine. Such dogma and doctrine are only codified
express1ons of the 1nherent valueeWi Andersch s successfu] characters
overcome a 1earned dependence on these phys1ca1 express1ons of values
and behave accord1ng to the values themse]yesT They offer positive

examples. of conscience based on humanistic ethics.

+

>
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