AA@ @ Sibling Perspectives on an
=amp AAC Camp Experience

A ‘ be r-I-O Megan Hutchinson, Tara McPhedran, Clare Miller, Taylor Wilson, Kim Adams, & Karen Pollock

Department of Communication Sciences & Disorders, University of Alberta

INTRODUCTION RESULTS DISCUSSION & IMPLICATIONS

e AAC Camp Alberta was founded in 2016 to support families with children : e Results contributed to a better understanding of the relationship that
with complex communication needs who use an augmentative or Major Themes children have with their siblings with complex communication needs.
alternative communication (AAC) device.

e Results supported the importance of sibling involvement in partner
e Previous research projects have addressed outcomes for parents and communication training.

graduate student counsellors who participated in AAC Camp Alberta. Experiences at AAC Camp

‘It was pretty fun... | think all of us had a good

time.” e Interviews suggested siblings wanted opportunities to learn about AAC at
e Previous research has found that siblings of children who use AAC also camp.
benefit from participation in camp activities to encourage friendship, e [nterview responses were used to create engaging and educational
enjoyment, and educational opportunities with AAC and communication "Sometimes it feels like in this community the orogramming for siblings of AAC users at camp.
(Land, 2017). Sibling Group siblings are not noticed as much but it's good to o Lo _ _ _ _
, ., e Limitations include number of siblings interviewed, interviewer bias, and
know that I'm not alone. _ _ _
time between camp and interviews.
P U R POS E e Future research should focus on enhancing ways to provide communication
“We're a big part of our little brother’s life too, so partner training for siblings.
Sibling Relationship we'd like to know a bit more because they're going
siblings of children who use AAC who participated In
AAC Camp Alberta. While gaining 3 deeper “[It's hard when I'm] trying to help him find some
_ _ _ _ AAC Learning & Use things when | don’t really understand how to use it
understanding of this relationship was key, very well”

Information was also used for program planning.

“Use some applied AAC knowledge that they
learned from like some sort of lesson and apply it
iInto a game.....make it so it's more hands on.”
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