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ABSTRACT

Apart from the many interpretations biased by the
alleéiance of their writers to ideologies such as National
Socialism and Communism,dthere are two main divisiohs 1n the
critical reception of Hans Fallada's works  His reallstlc
presentatlon of life in hls own times was streesed and
praised by contemporary rev1ewers, although they usually.did :
not.elaborate on the elements that contrlbuted to thls
realism, except to emphasize that . Fallada reproduced w1§ﬁ
vivid accuracy the way that people-really spoke andvbehaved.
- The other group maintains that Faliada's approach“to writing
was too,subjective for his novels to present a rgalistic
npicture of contemporary society, and . that thefcentralhpoint'<,
of interest in his-works ie a study of the:individuai |
-charactera he creates,-aestudyhoflﬁheir psychological-'
make - up : o Sy | |

What these latter studles ovirlook however ie‘thatd

" the 1nd1V1dua1 and thevsoc1ety he llves,ln are 1neXtricabiy
bound up together. What the one does affects the other.
What the-one is is a product or cause of the other vIn '
Fallada 8 novels We always see the ind1v1dual in- hls B
relatlonshlps w1th others, and from thls We can. deduce truths
not only abput the 1nd1v1dual hlmself but also about the -
SOClety he llves in. .._ f v _ | . | , | o

‘The flrst chapter of this thesls deals w1th the ;df;~;h‘-

ObJect1v1st elements in Hans Fallada s soclally critlcal

iv



novels, elements which heighten the realism of his works.,

The subsequent chapters examine the individual's.re}atioﬁship~

with society, with his peers and the\?ntér?e}étionship of
these two spheres, showing tbat certéin aepects of the
"little men's" own nature helped‘to'perpetuatefthe‘sort‘of
system that exp101ted him, >C105e analysis of tﬁe primary
texts shows tht the fate of the individual and the mode of
5001ety he lives 1n are 1nextrlcab1y bound up together

Each is to some extent responsible for the other The y

findings of this thesis 1ead to the‘conclu51on-that; with’

the poséibleiekceﬁtion of family love and warmth, the lack

“of altruism in the "small man's" relationships is indjcati

-of'the waning of humanistio idealism in the lower migd e

'Mann was nun”"

tlmes..Bauern Bonzen und Bomben Klelne

Wer einmal aus dem Blechnapf.frlﬁt, Wo f unter wolfen, and -

Der Trinker. | |
‘The bibliography, which co

‘.ioh‘of Fallada's,ﬁobks:at

varlous tlmes both in G .many and abroad 1ncluding some |

representétive'of the rece

4

1nterest1ng artlcles and reviews of novels not dealt w1th

‘in- detall 1n this the31s, is more comprehen81ve tpan any

‘so far publlshed s

»

tains a number of reviews

adie
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INTRODUCTION .

Although a‘large reading public has always greeted
Hans Fallada's works wdth enthusiasm these samedbooks'
have been accorded a mlxed and fluctuatlng reception by
11terary crltlcs and rev1ewers ‘The reasons for this stem‘
~from the polltlcal 31tuatlon‘at the times when Fallada's
works have appeared tlmes that 1nc1ude at, least. sectlons of
‘ three distinct. hlStOPlcal era‘ pré- 1933 the Weimar Republlc,s'

1933 1945, the Nazi- era' and flnally post 19U5 The receptlon;_

- of hls works was and Stlll ;s often determlned by the

| various 1deologles that have: held sway, partlcularly 1n
'Germany, durlng these years.‘ ' | | o .
The two magor novels that Fallada wrote ‘and publlshed
ibefore the Naz1s came 1nto power were accorded an almost
unanlmously p031t1ve and enthu31ast1C'receptaon.‘ Bauern,

‘Bonzen und Bomben (1931) was’ acclalmed as a Zeltroman and as -

.‘a,representatlve~work of;"Neue Sachllchkelt"'ln its realia;ic"

portrayal of recent events Kurt Tucholsky pralsed Fallada s :

. narrat1Ve ablllty, hls deft draw1ng of small town characters.'

and polltlcal 1ntr1gues -~ in fact hlS fac111ty ‘in réLcreating_j

: the whole atmosphere of a small -town commdnlty.;.

' From 1933 onwards however Fallada 8. works were 0o b

'{ subaeqted to adverse crltlclsm by people who followed a s p'--'
o

S l"Bauern, Bonzen und Omben," in Gesammelte Werkes 1922. L
'19328(Stgtggart Hamburg: eutscher Bﬁcherbund' 1966), PR
PP. 820-82 . | A

o



ideology and who‘judged,the merits'and acbeptabiidty of
novels in.termslof the ideology to which they haddsworn
allegiance and not in terms of the work itself. ;Natdonal
Socialist criticsiwhoftried.toyinterpret Fallada's works
accordingsto the,demands of Nationai Socialism of neéeSSityr
"found the.nOVels.lacking, as did critics later.in-the DDR,

LI

Who looked in‘vain for eiements of Social Realism. Of tbe»'.
Naz1 critics Hellmuth Langenbucher, W111 Vesper and
Eberhard Ter—Nedden come to mlnd as some who wrote partlcularly '
strlngent commentarles ‘on Fallada s works.2 What offended |
them most was the 1ack.of outspoken connltment to Naz1
.1dea1s and the lack of p031t1ve flgures in Fallada s Hovels.
,The effect that thelr obJectlons hadnpn thls author w111 be :
discussed more fully in Chapter IIT w1th reference to a -
Mlserles of articles wrltten by Langenbuchgr.i | .-~' o';';:f
Fallada surv1ved Hitler! s reglme by only two years butjh"'
hls works have once agaln -- thls tlme posthumously - been
.'subJected to a crltlclsm largely gulded by the demands Gf anf :
1deology There has been much 1nterest in hls works 1n the
eDDR even to the extent that at least two modern playwrdghts.
'(Claus Hammel and Helmut Mﬂller) have adapted hls nOVels
_as pl ys but as mentloned above many crltlcs~of the DDR

.

?(Dleter Noll Waltraut Schlller I, M Lange and. Hans—Jd?gen f
\

'pGeerdtS) 3. try to 1nterpret hls works in the llght of Social.‘“

.

2See the blbllography for artlcles wrltten by these f;flj?75
crltlcs. . _ . v RS

'BSee»the bibiiography:



.edltlons of hls works.

one flnds ln Crow 'S dlssertatlon mistakes in detail of a

A

Realism, using criteria which simply do not apply to these
) : R . R : 3

works. More enlightened critics from the DDR, however

(e.g. Ruth Rémer)" see that Fallada should be valned for

what he did do -- for his portrayal of‘the lower middle class,

» -

;ather than that. he should be Crltlclzed for his neglect of

the revolutlonary worklng class

Blographlcal ‘data and historical background'information._‘

L)

are adequately treated by Jurgen Manthey, Theodor Lemmer

and Giinter Caspar'.5 In addltlon to hlS 1nformat1ve epllogues,

Caspar also gives.interestlng 1nformation-about differences
¢ ) . o ° . ' : IQA‘~ o o -
between'Fallada's original manuscripts and the printed

‘ ! B
» Douglas Wlley Crow professes to see some radlcal changq

in Fallada's. v1ew of the relatloyship between the 1nd1vidual

and soclety 1n this author E WOrks. If one, howeVer takes o,
. [s} .

1nto account the constralnts placed on Fallada by adverse

-
y

c1rcumstances as 1nd1cated in Chapter III of thlS thesis
8- 5

ghls -depiction of the lack of altrulsm prevalent in hls times

i
is 'in fact conSIStent throughout the maJor works._ Unfortunatelxx:

| ¥
\ o

nature that suggests superf101a1 readlng of the prlmary texts., o

He states, for. 1nstance, that . Plnneberg in the end "llmits

uSee the blbllography. \

5See the blhlaography. ";."»fp"



A\

. | | SR »
his/sphere of activity to stealing WOOd."6‘ Admittedly,

-

- Pinneberg would like to join the wood thieves,..but Limmchen

firmly rejects the idea, as she'ciings desperately to the

7

last semblance they have of respectability. Considering

that. this is a main i'ssue in Kleiner Mann, was nun?, it,ia
a somewhat erass error on Crow's part, .

Royai Litburn Tinsley!denies the importance of Ealladafs .
eonception'of social forces, and maintains that a‘study of :
the individual is of central intereSt.P In this he joins
Jirgen Manthey, Who'indieates in his%monograph on Falladah;'
the extent to which auto- blographlcal detalls coloured the fo
author s characterksketohes, Some of the ldeas in thls
thesis are also touchedrupOn by T1ns]ey, but’ he takes a
dlfferent basic approach, studv1ng the characterlstlcs of
| the "small man" portraved by Fallada, but Tlnsley does not
then draw conclus1ons about the lnterrelatlonshlps between '
man and s001ety. '.“

Thls the51s shows, by close ana1y51s of - the texts,‘

f that the fate of the 1nd1Vidual and the mode of society:
‘he llVeS 1n are 1nextr1cably bound up together. Each-lsj'

to some extent a product of the-other. Chapter I examlnes

-the ObJeCtlve elements in Fallada s novels whlch connect h1m

| ﬁnmhe Ind1v1dua1 Vs, Authority"‘(Diss;, Louisiana;State‘~v
Agnlver31ty, 1971), p. 34. - R S R

\

- _ 7Hans Fallada, Kleiner Mann, was: nun° (Relnbek be1
'Hamburg ‘Rowohlt, 195R5, pPp. ?51-2 ,

8"Hans Fallada S, Concept of the Nature of the 'thtle
" Man'" (DlSS., Tulane Unlver31ty, 1965)

&,



with the literary movement of "Neue"Sachlichkeit", and

which heighten the realism of his depiction of thektimes. \

1Y

This is intenqed to §upport the analysis, in the subsequent
chapters, of Fallade's view of seciety, showing in advance
that he did make d%figite and fecoghizable efforts to portray
the social system of his\timé realiStically.v Chapter II
defines Fallada's cdncept of the forces of soeiety; and
Chabter IIi'shoWs the extent to which the‘ordinafy\mah is
subjected to these. Chapter IV then examines. elements in
the "small man s" nature that make h1m SO prone to . |
ki exp101tatlon ‘and that of themselyes help to perpetuate
thls exp101tat10n. | | »

The novels included 1n thls dlscu331on are\those i
that concentrate on the soc1a1 51tuat10n of the petlt bourge01s '

in Fallada's tlmes.‘ F%llada s flrst four maJor works

are dealt with;.Bauern, Bonzen und Bomben (1031), Klelner

Mann, was nun? (1932), wer'einmel aus dem Blechnapf frift

(1034), and Wolf unter Wolfen (1937). Wolf unter WSlfen

s the last boek dealt Qith»fﬁbm the'Nazi period,“as even
'thls novel> shows the effects of Fallada s reaction to |
prev1ous adverse ‘eriticism on the part of the Na21s.
Fallada s other works durlng the Na21 era reveal the stuntlng ;Q'
'and debllltatlng 1nfluence of the 01rcumstances he 11ved 1n.
;He carefully av01ded soc1al crltlclsm on the whole, and

wrote ch}ldren S storles, works .of a fejryftale nature or'_

K
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books of reminiscences about his own life. %er,Trinker
L'

(104lL) is also included in this study as tﬁg-last'major

work which sprang from Fallada's own creative impulse.

v



, CHAPTFR I

ELEMENTS OF OBJFCTIVISM IN FALLADA'S NOVELS1

The aim of‘exanining the obje;tive elements in
Falla&ﬁfs works is to try and define nore pfecisely whether
his works are primarily documents. of his times or rather .
reflections of\n}s,own personal problems. Many critics‘
tend to support the latter tneory to such an extent that
they reject Fallada's narrative as a realistic descriptien
of oontemeorafy life. One(nust alweys keep in mind that
the novels contain a-wealth of autObiogrephiéal detaii,
but this does-not necessariiy detract. from the realism of
'tn;'works. fAfter all, tne author himseif with .all his
weaknesses and humen failings was a product of the‘tines
too. . Many of the trlals he had to endure were 1mposed by
the soc1a1 31tuatlon that prevalled durlng his lifetime.

It must be stressed that the contemplatlon of’ these
‘obJectlve elements.is by no means an attempt to' cla581fy
Fallada as a wrlter of "Neue Sachllchkelt", but-rather to

- show that he. strove to present a reallstlc plcture of

contemporanequs llfer-; P

£ ,. . ) . g o ]

l"Objectivism" is a term used by Hglmut Gruber in
" preference to other translations for "Neue Sachlichkeit™.

See Helmut Gruber, "'Neue Sachlichkeit' and the World War “'f

German Life and Letters, XX (1967), 138

NG
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~Eckart, VI/VII (1930-

"Neue Sachlichkeit" was a term first applied to a
development in the visual arts in the lQQQ's. The expression
was formulated by Hartlaub, the director of the art gallery
in Halle, Oskar Beyer in 1929 descriQsd the ‘traits of |

"Neue Sachlichkeit" as Peflected in photography:

"

Man will sachlich arbeiten, wissenschaftlich,

dlngllChkelt lirend und -ergrindend vorgehen,

wie der medifinische (beinah: der mikrpsko-

pische) Photograph es ohne sonderllch , kilnstle~
____rische Ambition schon vorher tat e . -~

3

Photography became the "Ausdruck eines neuen Sehens".
This new.way of seeing, "Neue Sachlichkeit", entailed a
precise representation of ﬁ%%dorned fact, a representation =~ -

which, uneoloured by the personality of the artist, would
<4

reach an extreme of objeetivity.

‘This_conéept was adopted in literary~circles of the 20's
as an alternative to and in feactién-against the dVer-emotiodalism
of the Expressionists. According to Hérsf_Denklef‘ﬁhe
movement wasAshortflived and its»pdpularity had already
declined by the early 30'.9,,1I Indeed because of itéy;iéidifyf
in its extremé form as outlidéd aboVe'by Oskar Beyer. "Neue
Sachlichkeit" could not hope to hold sway for long, but

elements of it, comb;ned with other artlstlc fgthods, still :

f

931) are printed in "Ech

2Excerpts from an article orlglnally publls ed in
er,Zeit~ -
cHriTten," Die Litergtur, XXXII €ﬁ929 1930) 711, (I S .Y

3Beyer Die theratur XXXII 711

q

u"Sache und'Stil," Wirkendes Wort,»XVII (1968),




persisted long after the 20's, as is evidenced by Fallada's
works., Traits of "Neue Sgechlichkeit" may bg more readily
demonstrated with reference to the earlier novels Bauern,

Bonzen und Bomben (19%1) and Kleiner Mann (1932), but there-

is nevertheless still evidence of them in the later novels
too. | |

Heinz Kindermann distinguishes}betWeen "radikale" and
"idealistische Sachlichkeit",> The radical Objgctﬁvists
were those who portrayed only "things" and who acknowledged
the elements of life only in so far as they were objects.
In their desire to portray lifeaexactly as it was, they'
1gnored causality and refused to prognostlcate p0551b1e
future change. The 1deallst}c ObJect1v1sts, however
Arecognlzed that feellngskamp also a part of llfe and included
.man s hopes and‘asplratlons in thelr works,

Of the Objectivists'“style as a whole Klndermann o d
malntalned that "Reallsmus ist die kunstlerlsche Slgnatur \
ihrer sachlichen Grundhaltung" and that thelr works»dlsplay,

n 6

"recht zeitbewuBte, notbewuﬁte, erdnahe ZUge The'lattef are

\

reflected in the'themes that authoks of the time chose to "
deal with, and 1n the  fact that the content of the works
was ‘more important to them than the form. The t0p1ca11ty ‘

. -

of the subject matter is one of the most strlklng

5"Vom Wesen der 'Neuen Sachlichkeit', " Jahrbuch des .
Freien Deutschen Hochstifts, 1930, p. 355. v

6"Ideallsmus und Sachllchkelt in - der deutschen-
Gegenwartsdlchtung," Germanisch Romanische Monatsschrift

XXI (1933), 93.
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characteristics of Fallada's novels, as a review of those
novels under discussion here shows,

* In Bauern, Bonzen und Bomben (1931) the‘auther'based

the underlying plot of the novel on actual events,‘a“péééants'
uprising in Schleswig-Holstein, which took place in 1929,
Fallada had intimate knowledge of the course of events there

7

as he wrote several articles on them for various newspapers,

Kleiner Mann, published in 1932, deals with the effects of
 -mess'unemp1oyment "a cfisis which actually did.meaeq‘a peékf
in the first months of 1932 and again of 1933 with over
6,000,000 unemployed.8 Blechnapf completed in 1933.and

published in 1934 ’although expounding‘a universal and

timeless theme -~ that of the re- 1ntegration of released
prlsoners into society ~- is again set in the Germany of the
early 30's. Wolf unter Wlfen (1937) 1n deallng w1th the

Inflatlon of the 20's gﬁok up the discussion of as recent a
crisis in German hlStOPy as was pzzflble under the ever-watchful
and harshly censorious eye of the Natlonal SOClallst

authorities. Der Trlnker written secretly in 19U4‘during

the author s 1nternment in a mental lnstitutlon, 1s 'on. one .+

‘level of understandlng 2 more personal document of Fallada'

i
/

. 7See 1) “Bauern Krleg w1der Neumﬁnster " Das Tag -Budh, o
X (1929), 1516-1519, S
115 "Landvolkprozeﬁ " Das Ta ze-Buch, X. (1929) 2007 2008;‘ :
iii) "LandvolkprozeB," Welt ne—_XXV (1929) , é32 835, ‘
iv) See also an anonymous ar 1c1e “which has however.
"been accredited to Fallada.'"Dle schwarze Bauernfahne," Dasﬂ"
Tage-Buch. X (1929) 1311 1315 .

8See Alan- Bullock Hltler a Study in Tyranny (Qondon: 7'
Cox and Wyman,‘1967) _ 152, B o :

N o
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c
own problems, onvanother level, however, as will be discussed
more ful%yflater, it reflects the final isolation of man'in‘
the_crue1~seciety that held sway in the’Germany of 1944,

The problem of how to maintain an existence .on slender
means 1s one with which almost all of Fallada's main
characters have to cope at one “time or another It is a
theme dictated bx the tlmes Fallada lived in and portrayed,
and one which appears in many of his works. Whereas we‘
encohnter Wolfgang Pagel and Petra Ledig in conditiehs of

extreme indigenée at the beginning of Wolf unter Wblfeh, the

problem of a low income and the threat of complete poverty

dominates the lives of the Pinnebergs in Kleiner Mann ahd,

to some extentjof'Tredup-and his family in Bauern, Bonzen
- - t - | SR
und Bomben. ' It is initially because of financial difficulties

that.Erwin Sommer turntho<a1cohgl-for comfort, 'finanCial
stress aggravates the farmers of Altholm 1nto revolt and on
the very first page of Blechnagf the threat of flnan01a1

-1

- need 1s,ment10ned.

"Wenn Werner heute nicht schreibt, " denkt er,:

"muf ich zum Pfaffen gehen und betteln ~daB sie
mich in das Heim aufnehmen. Wohin soll ich

sonst? Uber drelhundert Mark maeht mein Arbeits-~.
ZVerdlenst sicher nlcht D1e sind bald alle."9

3 TheAurgehcywahd,insistence with Whibh this-probiem'occurs
”as a theme in Fallada s works 1nd1cate to what extent it

constltuted one of the main dllemmas of - the common man.'#‘"

9Hans Fallada Wer einmal aus dém Blechnapf friﬁt
(Relnbek bei Hamburg“Rowohlt I§Eu), P. 5.

~ o R R
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As far as the content of these novels is concerned
then, Kindermann‘s evaluation can obviously be ‘applied with

some validity, for they are certainly "zeitbewuBt" and
"notbewuBt". : S - . ?

7o return to Kindermann's contention that realism sets

. e
the basic artistic tome of works of "Neue Sachlichkeit",
/ . B
4- . ~ . ' ' : * » L3
~various articles on this movement‘draw attention to certain

styliStic”devices which authors empioyed’to achieve'this’"
realism; Many of these and other general facets of Objectivism
_can be demonstrated with refdrence to Fallada s works.
Kindermann-points‘cut t at most of the characters in
Objectivist works are inhah' ants of large cltles, and 1ndeed.
kw observe many of Fail' a's characters in‘their:struggievto
\'1ead a decent life in'the.city.l-O Both Gruber and Denkler . |
mentlon the debasement ‘of language as an aspect of "Neue S
Sachllchkeit", which illustrates the authors' attempts to v '?
obtain the utmost cred1b111ty 1n thelr portrayal of the life
of thelr‘characters 11 Fallada uses elements of colloqulal
1anguage dlalect and slang to sharpen the contours of his
realistic character sketches This is a partlcularly
notlceable facet of his works, as much of his prose is-:
v.wrltten ‘in dlalogue form, whlch agaln brlngs the reader Very '

close to the flctlonal characters.

loKlndermann, Jahrbuch des Frelen'Deutschen Hochstifts,
i_1930, p. -366. . . .

11, AT
... “"See. Gruber, German Llfe and’ Let § XX, 138; and '
'Denkler, Wirkendes Wort, XVIT, IT3. PR




Reviewers of Fallada's novels, especially'his'own'
contemporarles in Germany, have often extolled‘the author's
facility in reprodu01ng everyday colloqulal speech and 'thus

helghtenlng the authentlclty of his characters and their

setting. Kurt Tucholsky for example said of Bauern Bonzen

und Bomben:

——

‘Was vor allem auffallt, ist die Echthelt des Jargons.
Das kann man nicht erfinden, das ist gehdrt. o
Und bis auf das letzte Komma richtig wiedergegeben:

es gibt eine Echtheit, die sich sofort ilbertrigt:

man fithlt, daB die Leute SO gesprochen ‘haben und

nicht anders 12 . ’

4

Helnrlch Goeres, rev1ew1ng the re- 1ssue of Wolf unter WBlfen

in Eastern Germany, commented that ".; verstandllche,\
volkstumllche Sprache, Fulle und Echthelt der Flguren 81nd
selne Vorzige, d1e ihn auch heute zu elnem lesenswerten

o Buch machen.” 3 Kurt Person glVeS us a- further example

when he says of Klelner Mann that-lt‘"...laﬁt dle,Mensqhen_y:"'v
sprechen und handeln, w1e sie wlrkllch sind "lh";,g'

In general then Fallada creates a reallstlc 1mpresslon"‘
by lettlng h1s characters speak ln colloqu1al even vulgar
| lterms but he also achleves very dlverse effects by u81ng

_language in dlfferent ways. Flrst however let us. look ati'

- 12"Bauern ‘Bonzen und Bomben," in Gesammelte Werke"’,_z
1929 1932 (Stuttgart Hamburg ngtsche—'B'ﬂ?herbund I§60),

» 13"Fallada und selne Grenzen," Neue Welt 1950 p. 137

i R
1 Review: of "Klelner Mann, was, nun?" ins Der Romanfﬁhrer,‘veg'

ed Johannes Beer III (Stuttgart Hlersemann I§5-;«

_')

i
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some examples of how the atmosphere and milieu peopIe lived
in are cOnJured up by their speech.. S '
The scene is often set by the use of dlalect as in the

case of Frau Thumann, otherwlse known as Pottmadamm,_ln

Wolf unter Wolfen:

Ick weeB unser Junger Herr der de kleene blasse
Dunkle- hat, sie is aber nlch seine Frau, bloB, sie i ,
bildt sich ein, sie w1rd's, und manchen schmeckt <
ja so'ne Inbildung wie-uns Kuchen von Hllbrlchen,.

der nennt mlch imma Pottmadamm.

/
‘and later:

Denn'wenn man jung is, JlOObt man Jar nlscht
nischt an 'de Pfaffen, was_ich ooch nlch tue, :
" un nich an de Baktz1llen.l S |

These words spoken in a dlalect, 1mmediately recdgnlzable
,by the 1ong e" sound 1nstead of the dlpthong " 1" (weeB/welﬁ)
“and by the~"3",sound 1nstead of "g" (Jar/gar) as the dlalect ;
‘of Berlln,wconJures up plctures of the social class and b
»'mllleu whlch we flnd represented in Helnrlch lele s
draw1ngs. 7_ Frau Thumann does in fact typify the common
uneducated xphabltant of Berlln. She also lives in
lsurroundlngs 51m11ar to those we. see 1n Ziiiefs "Mllljdh"

and her speech hablts 31mp1y set the seal on Fallada 8

‘ :reallstlc portrayal of thlS character‘

‘ e ——
| lSHans Fallada Wolf unter wolren (Hamburg. Rowohlt
»_1952), p. 28.

16Fallada Wo1£™ unter. wslren P 28 e
‘ A 1' '

‘ 17See for example Helnrlch lele Das dicke Zillebuch
ed, Gerhard Fldgge (Berlln' Eulenspiegel n.d.J. v ;
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Stuff too is well characterized by his ctude manner of
speaking, evoking the image of a blunt, callous and

@ _ '
disillusioned editor in a second-rate, small-town newspaper

office. The following excerpts from Bauern, Bonzen 'und Bomben

are typical statements of his: - -
Anmlsten tét ich ihn brennend éptner}B S
Kh, scheiB! Werde ich meinen Riemen schrelben.19

Warum auch nicht? M1r haben sie gesagt, er hat den .
ganzen Mist angertihrt, Ich werde ihn ausschmieren, —~
den SchleimscheiBer, den elenden!20 -

. \‘

Another aSpTCt of' the colloqufal language of FalYada's
persbnages whicﬁ)helps to create the atmosphere of'the times
is the wealth of words that were fashlonable durlng the

20's and the 30's, but which are no 1onger so.. We find

21

several examples of thls in Blechnap meSchugge T» stlekum22

: Also in this nOVel we flnd ‘that. Fallada uses varlatlons in ’

.'

o speech patterns to dlStlngulSh between varlous SOClal levels.
"Whllst he 1s free, Kufalt speaks a reasonably Jargon-free

German but on ‘his return to prlson or when he meets up j“,

»agaln w1th a\former fellow 1nmate he readlly adopts gaol

..\ " ™

St

,‘-. . 18Hans Fallada Bauern Bonzen und Bomben, in Au ewahltej'f
: Werke 1n Ein elauS%aben, ed, Gunter C par IE lln unt : '

'19Fallada Bauern Bonzeh und Bomben, p au

20

i R

Bauern, Bonzen und Bomben’ p %98 ‘_  tt;e,i

‘;21Fallada Blechnagf

?2B1echha§f,,p.«lotu
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slang again:. "Er sagt er. wirft dabei einen Blick auf das
Fenster der Wache, hinter dem man einen Schupo s1eht'
'Kippe oder Lampen"" 23 This oft repeated phrase means that

the person addressed must\share the posse531on or 1nrormation

in questlon (Klppe machen) or be betrayed to the authorltles

. .
.(Lampen machen), '

In the case of Gehelmrat von Teschow in Wolf unter Wdlfen
colloqulal language,ls used consclougly and wath‘a speclflc |
purpose in mind, .The Geheimrat(;s a slyuand‘fickle character ~
‘uho uses all possible means to cheat'everyone‘he knous and
turn all s1tuatlons to hlS own advantage. That he acts 1n
a manner of exaggerated frlendllness towards von Studmann
" and Pagel is part of hls scheme to trlck them 1nto trustlng
hlm, so that he can use them in hlS vendetta against hls
| son-in-law. Although he is in fact hard and unscrupulous, g
or rather because of thls he w1shes £0 appear Jov1al and
harmless. He'acts the part of a "frohllcher Grels" as

ZN

Pagel calls h1m , His colloqu1al tone is. 31mp1y a featureAf

of thls fagade,‘as 1t breaks dOWn the barrlers 1mposed by -

.class dlfferences between*hlmself and those he deals with

h-creétlng an 111u31on of equallty

-

Petra Ledlg 5 attltude towards the spoken language
: I
reflects the 1mpre5310n 1t makes in general We seenhow

1mportant she- feels good speech hablts to be when she equates

—— — : ;~_" — w':j :,;
2381echnapf, p. 221
2l

| Fallada, Wolf unter walfen p 339 L Y

g



' rreallsm of his narratlve, slnce they glve the 1mpre881on of

17

speaklng ﬁérrectly with the respectability she longs for.
The 1mportance she attaches ‘this is revealed’indirectly:f»
to us when WOlr wonders why she is so grateful_t0°him:
~ "Was habe ich‘denn eigentlich fiur sie getan?' dachte.er
* betreten. 'Ihr beigebracht, wie.man Messer.und;dabel
halt -- und rlchtlges Deutsch '"25 - o

| Fallada con301ously uses dlfferent leVels of language
}to achleve varying effects as we have Just seen by examlning

the mode - of speech of some of h1s characters. There are

“also elements of reportage in his novels whlch add to the 5:_'

belng an excerpt from a newspaper 1n real life whlch hasfai

been 1ncorporated 1nto the text. ‘In Bauern Bonzgg und

'Bomben Fallada exp101ted fully hlS experience as a reporter,
‘this we can*see by.compar}ng the demands,of.the flctlonal,;is
Pomeranlan farmers with those made by the farmers of j;--’
Neumunster as reported by Fallada in a. newspaper drtlcle.fa_{l h

The peasants 1n the novel make the follow1ng demands'“'“fff*.ta)zi

‘Zum ersten. ehrenvolle RUckgabe der Fahrie. . e

Zum zweiten: sofortige Dlenstentlassung-der S

A SchuldlgemgFrerksen und Gareis, " - . e

‘Zum dritten: s;rafrechtliche Verurtellung de A

» Polizeibeamten, die mit der blanken Waffe T

. fie Bauern: vorgegangen sind, .
B vierten: eine 1ebenslang1iehe, auskémmlie

-,;j-n-enslon fiir die verletzten-Bauern. - - Yo ¥
Zum fﬂnfgen' elne elnmalige Geldbu&e von zehnt"fﬂ“‘

Mark e ) (

o 25Wo1‘ff’fun.tér 'wmfén, b .73'5'.‘“
';\_ 26Fallada, Bauern Bonzen und BOMben, p. 295..;5

‘& [
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The demands of the farmers as reported by Fallada on 1uth

September 1929 in Das Tage-Buch were as follows:

Ehrende und offizielle Ubergabe der Fahne.
Bufe von 10,000 RM, (Privatrechtliche
Forderungen. vorbehalten.) S

3. Angemessene lebenslangllche'Eénsion’fur‘den.
4

LSRNV
L}

1}

verletzten Fahnentriger,
. Verurtellung des" Pollzeldezernenten durch
- 8ffentliche Kundgebung.27 » R o

Y . v

- A comparlson of the two sets of_k;;pulatlons reveals that

‘ Fallada changed very llttle of what happened 1n realgty. Inigs

Heute bel uns 2u Haus he expands on his former 1ntent10ns to

be as obJectlve as possnble whllst wnltlng Bauern, Bonzen und

g Bomben.: Referrlng to h1s experlences in Neumunster whlch

/,,

he calls Altholm 1n the no A he says.

Oh, ich’ hatte fieinen Stoff 1ch hatte in Altholm

SO elnlges gesehen, erlebt gehdrt, 1Ich fing an,
- .einen Roman zu schreiben;- des Tltels "Ein klelner
/,erkus namens Monte" :

U
L

Ich schrleb mit tausend ZWelfeln, oft’ ganz mut108.~
Ich hatte es mir technlsch 8o ‘schwierig wie’ nur

. m&gllch gemacht., Nach meinen ungeliebtén

. -Erstlingen, die gar zu persbnlich gewesen wareg,
sollte der Autor dxesmal im Buch. ganz fehlen 2

.thcpurse-the authdr:caﬁ‘never*befentirely missing»frpmig

his worksf'evén;if,he‘takéS"exiaﬁingxwritpen'maﬁérial such as .

'w' ' ] . . . X ’ , ,4'. .

¢ "

27Hans Fallada I"Bauern-xrleg w1der Neumﬁnster,A;A ﬂ?ﬂe.&ﬁ5537

Das Tage-Buch X (1929) 1518

28Hans Fallada Heute bel uns zu Haus (Relnbek bei
Hamburg: Rowohlt, 1966), p. 23. '"The "ErsElinge" which =
Fallada here refers to are Der' junge Goedeschal (1918) and
“Anton und Gerda (1918), two early . Xpressionistic novels - e
‘ wﬁicﬁ EH' aufﬁor later rejected and withdrew from circulation‘
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'excerptS'from‘newspaper articles, prison rules, advertisements
and does not alter 1t, nevertheless he has to select it. By
the very cholce of material Re opts to present the author of
necessity colours the plcture of reality that he offers us.'
However, a closer prox1m1ty to reality can ‘be achleved by
- the montage of elements of reportage and factual data 1nto
the text. These passages, although chosen by the’ author
are taken stralght from llfe and are. not products of the
novellst's 1mag1natlon. They therefore bring an added touch
! of reallsm to the narratlve
The follow1ng exberpts from other novels othallada
further 111ustrate h1s appllcatlon of ‘this styllstlc dev1ce.
Under the guise of the Plnnebergs' budget\for a month

Fallada glves us some facts about the flnancial dlfflcultles

faC1ng the petlt bourge01s in the 20's°

| | EINNAHMEN:;, ' R
Gehalt pro Monat brutto '*QAZ o s_,t"IZOO.ﬁﬁM,?'
B. AUSGABEN'Ai L

Lebensmlttel

Butter und Margarlne ...........‘10 - ]

©Eler . e -

: .'Gemdse . . f~'¢0000lc00000'-‘80-‘ B
'Flelsch , SR ............12 - o I

‘and so it continues untillitAreaches]thejSad'éonclusionzlf:;f;::gpjf

Gesamtausgaben' ............196 -RM
- Bleidt Bestand . ............ A-RM29

-

. 29Hans Fallada, Kleiner Mann was nun? (Reinbek bei _5f
Hamburg. Rowohlt 19655, p. 130 _ B
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One page of factual details presented in this way not only

draws- the attention of the reader because of its unusual -

format, but in its directness ib@also illustrates more

L4

the readér

forcefully the Pinnebergs' dilemma than several pages of
fictional discdssion;about the problems, frustrations and
hardships of povérty might havé done. With this method of
presentlng facts Fallada goes rfght to the heart of the
matter. L ° , . - ‘ ;;

; Ths péges of Bleéhndgf‘giVé'us @~furthér exampie df how
Fallada confronts'us_ﬁith'phe Barshness,of the world by
incorpdréting facts into his.works;l'Having accdmpahiéd
Kufalt‘thrdugh'all of his triais and pribuiations, thelrightsig

igh are ot ta be discussed at'thi8>§oint

and wrongsdof

s start ed by the harsh,-lmpersonal tone of the

. reality that now faces Kufalt His. deeds now become

paragraphs in the "Staatllches Gesetzbuch"'

"l 14 15 'selbsténdlge' Handtaschendlebstahle da
der Titer Jedesmal neu dem Entschluﬁ zZu - e1ner~Weg-
nahme .faft.
co " §249 StGB. (Raub) und glelchzeltig § 223
St GB,  (KSrperverletzung) und zway §223a 8tGB.,
da die K8rperverletzung mittels eines hinter-. .
'~ listigen Uberfalls. begangen wurde, Der in Frage -
kommende Strafrahmen ist nach §73- T
§249 StGB. zu’ entnehmen.: ‘Es liegt b und
Kdrperverletzung nur eine Handlng vor, die nur
nach einem Deliktbestand: zu éstrafen: is

&

1-T5 Jahre Zuchthaus, bgi mildernden Umstanden »]d?qm,,.fs.

6 Monate bis 5 Jahre Gef&'gnis._30

- 3°~Fa11ada,; Ble c‘hnagf , p. 380.
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A furthdr element of "Neue Sachlichkeit" which is to be
found in Fallada's works is thé minute, photographic detail
in tﬁe description of certain objects and plaqéé. The
detailed descriptions that Fallada gives of the rooms that
the Pinhebergs live in afe reminiscent of what Beyer said of
"Neue Sachlichkeit" in photography. Rallada aims to'depict

’everything as realistically as possible by gofhg into great

'detail,-theréby‘helping the reader to picture the Pinnebergs'
environment, as a natural consequence of whiChihe will also

understand better their situation as a whole. The first

room'they'reht“is described as foliows:

Also das Zimmer ist eine Schlucht, gar nicht mal
so schmal, aber endlos lang, eine Reitbahn Und.
wihrend vier Finftel dieser Bahn ganz vollgestellt -
sind mit Polstermsbeln, ‘NuBRbaumtischen, Vertikos, “'=%
Spiegelkonsolen, Blumstindern, Etageren, einem Cor
grofRen Papagelenkaflg (ohne Papagel) stehen im
letzten Fiunftéel nur zwei Betten und e1n Waschtisch.
Aber die Trennung zwiséhen dem vierten und fiinften
Funftel, die ist es, die L4mmchen lockt. Es ist
“eine Scheldung herbelgerhrt zwischen Wohn- und
Schlafgemach, aber mit keiner Rabitzwand, mit
keinem Vorhang, mit keiner spanlschen Wand '
Sondern - also mit Leisten ist so eine Art Spaller ‘
gemacht, elne Art Weingelsnder vom ‘Boden bis zur .
Decke mit einem Bogen, durch den man gehen kann.

' ‘Und diese Leisten sind nichieetwa einfache
Holzleisten, sondern schdn gebelzte Nuﬁbaumlelsten,

- . Jjede mit funf parallelen Riefen in sich. Aber

- daf das Spalier nicht so nackt auss#he,.sind -

Blumen hineingewunden, Blumen aus Pa§1er und

Stoff Rosen und Narzissen und Veilc entuffs. W
Und dann sind da lange grilne Papierg rlanden d1e
-man von den Bockblerfesten her kennt

ey

- The humorous undertqne'in thlB passage is unmistakeable.‘ Inf"

thls context Ernst Hellborn noted° "Damlt ware aus der
L -

"31Failada,'K1einer'ﬁahn; pb; 28-29}
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Detailgebung auf die Milieuschilderung hingewiesen: grau
und doch‘farbig."32 Altheugh there is a pessimistic strain,

the milieu is still colourful. KXindermann writes of the

. general pessimistic tone in works of "Neue Sachlichkeit".

“saying:

Und dle(radlkal sachliche chhtung sieht nun alles
grau in grau, sieht Uberall nur. Zerst8rung und
Isolierung. Zynismus und grausame Ironie oder
verbissene Trostlosigkeit und unrettbares

s o EinsamkeitsbewuBRtsein sind ihre wichtigsten

Kennzeichen ... und vorwiegend die schlimmen-

Seiten des Daseins ... werden ... 9 ausgesprochen
pess1m1stlscher Haltung gezelchnet’

It has already been mentioned that Falladé's works are not

to be con31dered as "radikal- saepdlch", but neVertheless they
bear some of these tralts. the hopelessness -of man s struggle
for hlgher standards tne feeling of 1solat10n and a |

e,
general pe551mlst1c undertone. Certalnly many of Fallada s

novels end on a pes31m1st1gwnote as fér as soc1ety‘as a whole

T S

A
-

is concerned.

In conclusien.the role that elements of'"Neue'SaéhliChr

_ keit" play within the context of Faliada's‘nbvels shpuld*be:

20,

more fully*discussed. They are not, of course used fbr their:’-
own sake, but always to achleve an effec:'fquays as a means
to anlend.“ That -objective elements 1ncred§e the realism of a

text in.general has already been mentloned, Gruber maintains'

3Z"Roman’der,Powret_eh‘,'ﬂ_Die Literatur, XXXV (1932-1933),

« .
h

33Ki{nde'rman'n, GermanQSch-Romanische Monatsschrirt;fxx1;595.5
—— ~ —— ; SE
e .



‘the institutions of society.

23
r'.
that the ObjectiVists wished to educate and:enlighten their
readers by presénting them with a picture of 1life as it 1is,
The author wished to show his public how to.improve society,

but this cannot be sa1d to apply to Fallada, as h1s novels.

-

4
do not on the whole 1ndlcate that man had the "power to alter
w3l ’

.

In thé context of the contemporary novel Lion Feuchtwanger:
wrote in 1932 that the factual details were_only‘givén'to"“
! _ : : R T

léndrcredibility to the charaéters, to‘further'and‘deepen

the reader's understanding or'the\milieu, of the life and

times of the characters, He gives as an example that an

Objectivist writer "schildért Thnen etwa eine Bbrsenoperation

nicht deshalb so minutids, weil er Sie Uber diese Bﬁrsen--.".

'operatlon 1nform1eren will sondern Well er Sle durch d1e

y

Genauigkeit im Detail in Slcherhelt w1egen will auf daﬁ $ie
auch die nlcht weiter nachprufbaren Dlnge Jehselts der
auﬁeren Realltat glauben.ﬁ35 External thlngs are. descrmbed

in such dqtall to 1n1t1ate ‘the reader 80 that he w111 alao

‘understand what is beyond external detail bhat is the

emotlons and reactlons deserlbed. This 1nterpretation fits

' Fallada $ novels well Té StreSs the‘point' the-description

vor the Plnnebergs' room was not almed at giv1ng the rep

N . . :
. - N N T .. _". N

3uGruber German Life and- Letters, XX 138

i

35Extracts from an article entltled "Hlstorischer Ronan,__,f

NRoman Vo heute,".are printed in Die theratur, XXXIV

(1931-1932), 209. RIS
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a clear plcture of a place crammed with inanimate obJects

but rather to fac111tate an understandlng of the individual
through a conV1ncing picture of his m111eu, of the atmosphere
he llVeS in. "

It is then fair to conélude that despite the many '(
autoblographlcal detalls stressed by most crltlcs there are
nevertheless SufflCIEHt objective elements in Fallada B |
novels to ensure.that the reader gets a true impre381on of :

life in Germany from the point of view of the "little

man" in the twenties and thirties,



 CHAPTER II \

'PALLADA'S CONCEPT OF THE FORCES OF SOCIETY

Socialist critics maintain that Fallada‘nevef atpdined
a higher 1ével of understanding than his_charécters.1  They
accuse him of_minimizing important‘issues,;beeadsé_hé fadis
to comprehend the political backgfound; ;Berqre gding‘intc
defailé~abouf his cdﬁCept of sociéty we-muét examfhe ﬁhéd._.x
_basis on which this'concept is founded~ddFalléda in.faCt .
‘never dlsplays the persplcaclty or sense of purpose of a
Apolltlcally well—educated or orlentated person. Hls attltude T
.towards the polltlcal and soc1al 1nst1tutlons of h18 tlme ;,'
'wag thatnof the masses or more speclflcally that*of the :

. petlt-bourge0181e.

~ ause he shared thelr attitude and

7(‘i

often thelr pllgh too, he was able to record thelr
51tuation more ac urately =nd sympathetlcally.' How did

the petlt bourge01- _d_ ive thelr woﬁﬁd and how did

. others v1ew 1t°

lSee for example:
-+ 1) Georg- Plltz

' eltung 5. 2. 1952, S

o 31) Ruth RSmer, “D1 hter des kleinbﬂrgerlichen Verrnlls

. Neue deutsche theratur, V. (1957)," 124, o

T T1ii) Wa lfrauE’Scﬁlller, "Hans Fallada,“ Der

'Bibliothekar, VII (1953), 887, ; '

- Whereas Waltraut Schiller eriticizes Rallada harshly for

his limited point of view, Georg Piltz's attitude. remainsg

non-committal, -and' Ruth Rdmer, whilst admitting that Falladn

recognized his own.limitations and stayed withgn tham, X

flnds this a pralseworthy trait. E

" plker der kleinen Leute," Berliner
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Golo Mann gives a general pictﬁ%e of the situation in

2. The Weimar Republic.was a time of many

- the 20's and 30is.
crises, confusion and dlsorientatlon. The harsh demands
~ for reparations made in the Treaty of Versallles caused
many hardships for the German nation, . culmlnating 1n the
glddy helghts of the Inflatlon, whlch was promoted and’
'fostered by the French’ occupatlon oflthe Ruhr district.
With the government robbed of an 1mportant source of
ndustr1a1 1ncome, ‘the German currency collapsed
The Inflatron was succeeded by a serious unémployment

_cris1s which caused further 1neffable suffering to the
'German nation. The instab111ty and 1ncompetence of the f'
Government aroused feellngs of 1nsecur1ty in the . general
publlc.A Many had- felt socially completely disorientated |
. after the 191u 18 war,’ ‘Whole sections of the populace had

been educated towards and tralned for milltary 1ife, had 't” :
\eXpected to spend their lives in military service.,~And
suddenly th1s option no longer existed no alternatlve was o"
prov1ded the place 1n society which had been held for them?;ﬁ
and promlsed to them wag no longer available. As Goio Mann;;i{ﬂ.;
emphasizes ‘the overriding desire of the majority of Germans |

was to return to work and to a normal, Settled pattern of

‘11fe.. The displaced however who w1shed only to re«aatabliah‘

'.themselves,'were faced w1th the problem of first setting
. . . TR - R
up this pattern. i - -iFw"\

l

, 2Deutsche Geschlchte des. Leunzehnten und zw”7zi'“t
' Jahrhunderts (Franﬁfurt am MEin. Sy Fiscﬁer, 19597,
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The members of the petit-bourgeoisie in particular,

shop-assistants and office-workers (Angestellte);’Suffered

from feelings of'insecurity' Lacklng organlzatlon as a
claSs , unsure of thelr own . de51res, values and 1deals, the -

Angestellten were concerned only w1th the everyday effects

of main polltlcal events and not with the mechanics of these -
,bOlitiCS.; The man-in—the-street was not interested-in ’
making revolutions=0r changes, in swaylng de0131ons, but ,
o rather felt that he had. no pOWers to 1nf1uence the Government
and thus 1n the face of so many crlses and 80 much pbverty
(fand hopelessness he tended,po regardlthose in pol1t1cal
power as 6pbonents ratherfthan'allies; 'His”main concern‘was ff’
how to cope with the problems he faced from day--to day.,a
Golo Mann descrlbes thls lack of wlder v1310n with the
follow1ng words : ‘l S |
Es sind - nur seltene Augenbllcke ...-1n denen .
-politische Leidenschaft den einzelnen packt, die -
8ffentliche Sache ihm- W1chtiger diinkt als die
private ... So ist es nicht unter normalen .
_ ‘Bedingungen. .Da splirt der Biirger die Politik
' so wenig, wie der gesunde Mensch seinen eigenen
KSrper spilirt; er weiB, daB er ihn-hat,. aber R o
¥ kimmert sich nicht darum, d1e Lebensfunktionen U
' vollzlehen sich von allelne. e TR
_ ‘_That Fallada 1n hlS perceptlon and 1nterpretat10n of
the problems of phe Welmar Republlc did not rise above the
level of the average petlt bourgeois is symptomatic or his

| -
class at that tlme.~ It 13 a fact that we must regard aa

iBMlm,, Deutsche. Geschicnte’ , Tp. 6;’51'»., N
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‘given, as a necessary consequence in terms of the developmert
of hlstoryu We must accept that he wrote as a petit- bourge01s
himself, and that he was therefore able to leaVe us an .
accurate ?icture of the "small'msn" of his‘times: his
dlfflcultles, fears, battles and defeats his weaknesses
z‘In fact, he recreated the mood and atmosphere of the times
with admlrable accuracy. N | .

A second task before enterlng 1nto a discu581on of . the
varlous aspects of Fallada s concept of 8001ety is to o
. dellneate what one regards as berng a- “social" rather than
~an "individual" confllct It is- sometlmes difflcult to :
1d18tlngu18h clearly between the two, because after all
| soclety con31sts of 1nd1V1duals.' For the purposes of this
theslslconfllcts or relatlonshlps w1th peers, whether at
'nome cr,et.work' Wlll be regarded as belonging to the <"
‘ persona1 sphere. Soc1a1 ccnflicts involve those whom the '_f{

'"klelner Mann regarded as belng hls superiors or at least

as hav1ng some degree of authoriby cver him That naturally

: 1ncludes Governmental admlnlstratiVe boards (die Behbr g

the pollce, employers, and those in political power.- '

In keeplng wlth\thg.pet1t~bourgeois attitude towards B

‘SOClal and polltlcal instltutions, Felleda'e descriptif_;f7

»;such -- as he sees them # hostile forces of secief

'remains vague. Speciflc complaints orten glve wsy €

v

: .more generalxzed expression Of\) indiﬁnatiﬂﬂ, u m

_words from Klelner Mann show."fffleg
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~ "pper die sagen natiirlich, daB sie einen Menschen
nicht dafir bezahlen, daR er nett 1st, sondern dah .
er eben viel Hosen verkauft."_

‘ "Des ist ja gar nicht wahr," sagt Lammc
."Das ist nicht wahr, Junge. 81e wollen ja d ch daﬁ
sie anstindige MenSchen haben. Aber was sie Jetzt
machen, mit den Arbeitern’ schon lange und mit uns
nun -auch, da ziehen sie lauter Raubtiere hoch und
da werden sie was erleben, unge, sage ich dlrl"u

P1nneberg s bltterness is d1rected 1 thls 1nstanoe solely

at his own employers, and Lammchen's re 01nder seems 1nit1ally
to continue in the same veln; The words ' rn,
schon lange und mit‘uns‘nun auch" show that\her'accusation

is a more generallzed one levelled at the em 1o¥er class .

. P

.'as 'a whole.

Wolf unter Wblfen gives us some examples of an even

'1ess Speclflc nature. the characters tend to flnd abstract
' 1ntang1ble causes for tne hardshlps they encounter causes
'such as the Inflation or quite sxmply the times they llve
"Mehr trégt der Hof nicht Herr Leutn' t es sind [',.

‘ schllmme Zelten."s AFrau Eva- VOn Prackwitz even blames her
daughter 8. moral. and f111al shortcomings on the times'-”;if'“
"Verdorben 1st sie von. dleser verfluchten \Zeit!“6 " |

| “In Splte of thls general vagueness, eertain tendencies
are nevertheless Qiscernible in Fallada's concepticn of ‘

e

f;soc;ety, Soclety is seen as (a) an impersonal machina or QQ .

| - uHans Fallada, Klelnér Mann, was nun? (Reinhek bei;tJ’“" ‘
o Hamhurg ‘Rowohlt, 19 — B

| 5 5Hans Fallada, Wolf unter walfen (Hamburg..Rowohlt,ll .
‘ _1952), p.'139 o . . B RTINS
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.«

rigid system_Which can reject the~individual or exploit him,
(b).a corrupt force and (c) a hostlle force 1mp1nglng on
man's prlvate llfe. | ‘

- Fallada often,depicts society as‘a‘piece'of machinery'
in its impersonality. His characters come_to seem like

automatons,  like COES in a clockwork apparatus in so far as

~F

they are pushed 1nev1tably 1n one . dlrectlon in Splte of all
-h_thelr efforts to remain in control of their destlnles ~In .
their encounters with. admlnlstratlve bodles they meet w1th
;ndlfference harshness and sometlmes almost with. antlpathy.
When Plnneberg JOlnS the masses of the unemployed he
'becomes aware of the 1n31%n§;1cance of the: 1nd1v1dual in the-
eyes. of soclety, He is no‘longer treated w1th the dignity '
and respect due to every human belng with human needs but . |
rather as a number as:g case hlstory 1n a flling system.df
rf'He is confronted w1th the rules and dlctates of a system o
'whlch w111 make no concessiOns and whlch he is obllged to
;'flt 1nto. It 1s th1s 1nf1exible system which rules, not
© human belngs. The off1c1als who deal with Pinneberg on. i
k,hls v1sits to ‘the- Labour Exchange they too in thelr funetlon ;sﬁdit
'~as parts of thls machlne remsln distant and unsympathetic - theirf?

*attltude is not humane._' o

O Ach Plnneberg mag gar nicht daran denken aber
er denwt viel daran, wie er in den Monaten" Juli ‘und-
~ August von Pontius zu Pilatus gelaufen ist, um die
- Erlaubnis zu bekonmen, von Berlin in. jene Siadlunz
‘auBerhalb Berlins zu verziehen, ‘vom Avbeitsamt - . .
- Berlin an das dortige Arbeitsamt (berwidsen zu werden.
-, "Nur, wenn Sie nachweisen k¥nnen, d&8.Sie ‘dort
. Aussicht auf Arbelt haben, aenst nehmen Bia Sie
‘ tnlcht LA . R



’f””f\\\\ R

das kann er nicht. "Aber ich kriege hier
e Arbeit!" : o -
‘ {ssen Sie nicht, Jedenfalls sind Sie
hier arbeitsYos geworden und nicht dort." .
"Aber  spare dreifig Mark Miete im Monat,"
"Damit hat das nichts zu tun. Das geht uns
nichts an.," .
"Aber der Wirt hier wirft mich raus!"

" "Dann besorgt Ihnen die Stadt eine andere ..
Wohnung. Sie brauchen sich nur auf der Polizei- als
obdachlos zu melden." :

’ "Aber ich habe sogar. Land bei der Laube! Ich
knnte mir mein Gemise selbst bauen und meine
* . Kartoffeln!”
"Laube -- das W1ssen Sie ja wohl daB es
gesetzllch verboten ist, in Lauben zu wohnen”!"
‘Also, es ist nichts zu machen,?

Nein,
ja auch kg
"Das

-The phrase""VOn Pontids zZu Pilatus‘gelaufen" 5%okes not only'_
the hopelesepess of Plnneberg 8 efforts but also a picture

'of hlS runnlng from one p01nt to another and back agaln,_

',w1thout changlng or galnlng anythlng, just llke a part 1n

a machine: whlch 1s de81gned solely to keep the machlnery
erunnlng._ The - 1nd1fference of the officlals to the individual's_
pllght reflects the. unbending attltude and the unfeelinsness
'.'of the authorltles. A machine knows no sentiment In the :
same eblsode Fallada emphasizes ;he fact that Pinneberg s
.51tuatlon is not an 1nd1vidua1 tragedy, but rather that he
.ls a representatlve of the many' "Er ist drin in diesem :
MBetrleb, elner von sechs Millionen, schiebt er slch an den

_ 3 S
Schaltern vorbel,‘warum s1ch aufresen? Zehntausenden geht o

es schlmmer...','8

The word “Betrieb", used aa a term,toj

7Fa11ada, Klelner Mann, p. 232
8Kleiner Mann, p. 232 |
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- .
cover the misfortune of mllllons of peOple, 1mmed1ately
strlkes the reader as belng somewhab detached and meersonal.
‘Other 1nstances of unusual word- usage also create the
impre581on of_man 'S belng a part of a machlneg'as'Hlldegard _
fAust points out iﬁ~her'analysis of a short passAge'from

Kleiner Mann:

"Plnneberg setzt 31ch langsam in Bewegung. Von
einer Maschinhe sagt man, daB sie in Bewegung
- gesetzt wird, Das Mechanische des Gehens wird
damit- gekennzelchnet -Der Mensch denkt nicht daran,
. daB er geht. Die Belne laufen allelne, er ‘ : A
"tUffelt" nach Hause.9 S \

-Aust incorrectly asserts that this passage occurs after

Plnneberg s frustratlng and unsuccessful attempts to flnd

work He has 1n fact Just been offered a post by Lehmann,.
the personnel offlcer for Mandel. It is then false to{i
attrlbute Plnneberg s automatle galt to Qisillusionment in
this case, but 1t is an indi%e ation that he is seen to be o

.part of .the machlnery of society.

ST

Kuralt too, 1n a scene that otherwise smaeks or M
sensatlonallsm encounters the rigidnexs of the authorities;;:;qu
‘when he trle to have hls friend Beerboom interned in a ﬁs . .
:hospltal Ethough they meet a sympathetic Janitor, who asff;fﬂfj
| an 1nd1vidual obvmdhsly wante to help them they have no i

‘fthe doorkeeper 1s not allowed to help them, he

: prache und kunstlerlsche Wirkung alis 4
Literatuﬁ (\957) L U e
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powerless, + It is not only to Kufalt that the janitor as é
representative of the ordered hospital §ystem must refuse:
help, but to other unfortunateé too? "'Lieber Herr', sagt

er, zu Kufalt, 'ich glaub' ja, Sie meinen's gut mit dem Herrn,.
aber wenn Sle wuBten w1ev1el Arbeltslose ZU uns kommen und , °
denken, sie kriegen Essen und ein gutes Bett, wenn.81e den
wilden Mann spielen...'"lo In view of”ﬁhé janitbr's under-
standing attitude, it becomes clear_thatiit is somé.social

order that decrees tha’need~for harsh measures,

Kplﬂbbe‘prdvides a pérallel ekamplé in‘Bauern,'anzen

UDd‘BQﬁben.' Not unéympathéfic towards the‘fgrmers' plight;
he ié fully coﬁscious of'tﬁe hafm his aétidnS»éduseﬁ ", .und

‘wenn es gut geht, nehme 1ch 1hnen\e1ne Ecke von ‘ihrem Stolz

" und d1 Kuh aus. dem Stall und geht es schllmm an dann: o co
; mache 1ch 31e helmatlos,}wo sie se1t tausend Jahren saBen.";?ial'

r

| 'esses great dlstaste fOr his role: "Aber G

das 1st daB iech zgiiiiip/ihnen umhergehe

wieveig _*.ter aus dem Mittelalter, der. geachtet

. 1 kven so as a representative of the sﬁate
'("icﬁ’bié .Staat"lB) he cannot allow these fee%fngs to

iihterfef;: ‘ hlS duty and hs must conflscate the cattle . 

fallada, Wer einmal aus dem Blechngﬁ.:fﬁiﬁﬁfiizf‘ff Lﬁﬁ

0,
- (Reinbek |
' 11H:“f'Fa11ada, Bauern, Bonzen und Bomben, 1n SRe e . =
“Werke in Einzelaus aben, ed, Uﬂhter Caspar (Berlin un,h~é}g;:@i; L
Weimar. “Auf au,_f‘v > p. 31 S e

Fallada, Bauern Bonzg; und Bomben, p. 52._f~__‘

12

lBBauepn, Bonzen und Bomben, p. 31.,-
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in the full knowledge that this can brihg about the ruin of
the farmer in question.

Society is hot‘oniy depicted as an unfeeling system which
is indifferent to the needs of the individual, but there are

also certain cases when the petit-hourgeois'gre positively

exploited by those who have powerjover them, On one level

‘this is indicated by vague genefel'statements-such'as that

of von Prackw1tz blamlng the Inflatlon on the quernment

-

Il

"Dlese Entwertung ist der 1nfamste Betrug "am Volke This

statement echods the c1tlzen quoted by Siegfried Kracauer

in his soc1ologlca1 study of die Angestellten. "Melne ganzen

eErsparnlsse 51nd m1r durch den groBen Volksbetrug (Inflatlon)

'Jgeraubt nl5 On another 1eve1 Fallada glves a more detailed

picture of the effects of exp101tatlon of a more speciflc-
nature, as we see when the quota system is 1ntroduced 1nto f '
Mandel's shop. 3 L ,ﬂ f v‘iéf

L2

Systems such as that descrlbed 1n Klelner Megg.were in

fact dev1sed and. put 1nto operatlon by employers 1n the :

| twentles and thlrtles to- extract theefullest poseible»

b

measurevof return from»thelr employéés. The unemployment
s1tuation in Germany made the lower middle clase easy prey,f
for - thelr employers, whose demands they could not refuse..

Slegfrled Kracauer frequently 1ndicates the extent of thelr o

luFallada, Wolf unter w&lfen, p._222. - |

: 15D1e An, estellten aus dem neuesten Deutschland
(Frankfurf Main: '8001 tEt”"Verlag, 1930) P. 06




35

power. The system described by Fallada can be. taken as

typical of those actually in existence at‘that'time:

Im Dezember hatte Herr Spannfufl, der neue.
Organisator der Firma Mandel, erst einmal in den
Betrieb hineingerochen, 'im Januar nahm er seine

- THtigkeit richtig auf, Die Verkaufsquote fir
den einzelnen Verkiufer, seine Losung, wurde jn
der Herrenkonfektion auf das zwanzigfache selnes\
Monatsgehalts festgesetzt,16

»
-

Such - pressure enforced at a tlme when thé fear of unemployment‘

&.

1urked constantly 1n the mind of every petlt bourge01s, was

X

indeed a srgn of 1nsen51b111ty on the part of the employen.
The "small man", in his helplessness was openeto eXp101tation
-of this klnd . o |

A further example of people belng "used" by their
employers is to be found 1n Blechnap Double ‘blame is
_attached to'the gullty partles, §e1denzopf and Marcetus,-in-
‘this case, as. they work under the ausplces of a. rellglous
charltable organlzatlon. Thentz::ng pool sponsored by thls
;Qrganlzatlon and run by Seldenzopf 1s supposedly a means of
rehabllltatlng ex-prlsoners, so that they can subsequently
"take up jobs. in thelr own rlght. The organlzers, however
take the opportunlty to exp101t thelr protégés by offering :
_.them long worklng hours and poor remuneratlon, thereby

‘maklng a cons1derabl'e pr’oflt : Once aga:m thg petlt bourgecua

is fully exploited while not in a p081t10n to defend himself

\16Faliadé, Kleiner Mann, p. 13§,

..' . ’

I



possibilities of such specu}Qtlve enterprlse 1n the,

'machlnatlons of Quarkus who invested all of hlS available |
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o |
Only in Ballern, Bonzen und Bomben is a successful

attempt made to counteract such exp101tat10n ”but ‘this was
\:g\ .

only possible, because the farmers acted as a group in

1) ‘-gfi . “‘ .

boycotting the town of -Altholm. The farmers were amongst

the first to suffer from the inland pdlicy of the Weimar

Republiwc, Unable to pay the exorbltant taXes demanded by

-7

the Government they were obllged to witness the rulnatlon

.

of their farms and thelr 11ve11hood as thelr stock was

conflscated and auctioned. Naturally thlS led to counter-actlon,

‘which was, however, only successful because the farmery had

.8 certain solidarity that was m1531ng‘1n the case.of‘towns- }~'

| ot R
people. . _ ' o : L

T

Although Fallada makes no mention in Wolf unter W8lfen |

J

. of those industrial magnétes -who, to the detriment pf others,

used the1r pos1t10n and power to extract beneflt from the

‘inflationary s1tuation, 17 he does glve us an example of the

P

X

capital in farms: - o | : E o

"Er war s1cher kam er mit einer Hahdtas he, besser
noch mit - einem Koffer voll. Geld auf elrien ngf;a
verlangte eine Kuh zu kaufenﬁ kaufte er. ze %rf

mit dem Gelde, prahlte mit dem Gelde, lockte mi

dem Gelde -- kein Besitzer willrde widerstehen kﬁnnen!
Zu den zehn Kidhen kaufte er den Kuhstall das Stroh

= - il ,'u

'17See Heimgt Helber Dle Re ublik von Weimar (Mﬂnchen.
DTV, 1966), p. 100, Helber names Hugo nnes as one o
such industrlal magnate, - - ‘ ‘ ‘ /

p
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das Land, auf’ .dem das Stroh wuchs, den ganzen Hof
schlleﬁllch Und wenn er dem Besitzer dann noch
sagte, er kdnne wohnen bleiben, weiter wirtschaften,
mit den Ertrdgen anfangen, was er wollte ~- d
wirder ihn fur Ubergeschnappt halten, ihm andere
Verkjufer. zufihren, mehr als gewlnscht. Bis
freilich d&ann eines Tages der Tag kommen wilrde, an
dem die Mark -- ja, wie es mit der Mark an dem
Tag sein wirde,. das konnte sich keiner auch nur
ausdenken. Aber jedenfalls war dann der Hof da.
Nein, die Hofe.18 . .

Quarkus is a very minor apd by'no means unpleasant'person,

but neVertheless his way of thlnklng typlfles those ‘who were.

7

w1lllng to gain by the mlsfortu e and loss of others
{

i

These 1nstances of exp101tatgpn can of course also be
counted as belng among the cor upt elements of - 3001ety. |
| Certalnly the charltable organazatlon descrlbed by Fallada -
is corrupt, since 1t professes altruistic alms for whlch |
it is supported by donators' funds, wh1lst it also schemes}
to profit from the very people 1t clalms to help. | |

N /

In Bauern, Bonzen und Bomben, howeQer Fallada pgrtrayed""

‘ corruptlon on a grander scale, not Just in 1ts effectston
one person, but -as an ‘insidious cancer permeating the life
'7of a small town," affectingﬁeveryone who w1elds pOWer from
va Government mlnlster and the mayor to the staff of the__‘""
local newspaper and the mlddle class officials of the toﬁh.;;Q; .
.All are talnted by thelr 1ndulgence in intrlgues,‘ -

The very f1rst chapters in- thls novel presented aa

ta prelude with the t1t1e "Bln kleiner Zirkus namena Honte” 'i;*g

e

1_§Fa1‘1a~d§, Wolf 'imter*msvlfén,. p. 125, e o

,\\ f
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introduce us to the atmosphere prevalent in the small
“town, in the form of the ambience in the'localinewspaper
offices., The intrigues and devious schemesscarried out there
serve as a parallel ease - or indeed as a prelnde --’for
those which are unfolded on the other lerels mentioned above.

‘The elements of corruptlon deplcted w1th reference to -
the Chronik 1nvolve several aspects of the running of the
B newspaper: the admlnlstratlon, the cOntent of . the artlcles
prlnted and the attltude of the - Journallsts.

The first thlng we learn about the Cnronlk is that the :
campalgn for sales promotion is carried ouy with the a1d of |
an out- dated statement of clrculatlon numbers whlch no
: longer reflects the true state of arfairs.

' "Bltte, wir haben eine notarlelle Bescheinigung
~Uber siebentausend,"

"Du muRt die Stelle mal radleren, uo das- Datum’

steht, Die ist schon ganz. schwarz vom Zuhalten

" mit deinem Daumen, all die: drei Jahre, seit die

~Zahl mal richtlg war."19 o R .
That this dlshonesty is matched by the mode of presentationlff{
of news and by the attltude ofathe reporters becomes evidentf?e
in the fOllOWlng oOnversatlon between Stuft and Schabbelt

‘Stuff openS‘

, "Sie kennen Kallene. den Polizeimeistar?
Natlirlich, Nach der Revolution war er rot.z.arﬁ

.~ oder USPD, jedenfalls wurde er. belchnt, Per .
dimmste aller Polizeldiengr wurde Polizoime’at

Ty

." ’ :-.'lik

?9Falladé;Bauerh;-Bonzéhiand”spmséﬁ;tp;fiz;;e,f.
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"WeiB ich," ®
, "Und als er's war, trat er aus der Partel aus,
gab das Parteibuch zuruck wurde streng deutech-
national, wie er vorher gewesen." '

"Und ')'l | :

"Na, der macht . abends auf dem Rathaus Auf-
sicht Ulber die Reinemachefrauen. Wenn die Biros
leer sind, Herr Schabbelt!" ' ’

"Und...?" :

"Da sind so ein paar Junge Welber dabel, elnfach
-Klasse. ~Man kann es sich ja denken, wenn sie so -
rutschen iber den Boden, man bekommt da ’
Einblicke..." )

"Du kannst es dir Jedenfalls denken, Stuff ".

"Na, natiirlich, nicht nur der Kallene - kommt
bei so was auf. andere Ideen."

"Mach's kurz- Stuff, Wer hat.ihn erw1scht°"

"Der raote Bdrgermelster'" schrelt,Stuff
.~ "Der dicke Gareis, Auf selnem Schrelbtlsch haben
. sie's gemacht."
- ' "Und...?" ' o ' 3

"Na, Herr Schabbelt! So eine Fragel Jetzt
hat der Kallene wieder das Parteibuch," ' o

"Es lieBe sich etwas daraus machen,' meint
Schabbelt "Aber nicht fir uns. Etwa fﬂr die -
KPD, Tredup. kann es weiterquats, en. c ‘

"Herr Schabbelt!" ‘

"Ich ‘kann Ihnen nicht helfen,
Sie, wie Sie sonst Ihre Spalten )
_Lokalem n20 |

Stuff. sehen~f
lkrlegen mit.e

This- dlalogue, 1tse1f a stratagem on. the part of Stuff to
Obt&ln perm1381on to publlsh a dlatribe againat the Monte
' c1rcus, reveals much about the moral standards of th1s eirhle

of people.n The level of reportlng is obviously that of

 scanda1~monger1ng sensatlonallsm a level which ia ef'enuraez
-characteristlc of many newspapers that make no literary'o
1nte11ectual pretensiogs.’q'f- o F e

However, nn the story of seandal bhat Stuff recoun

>here there are details that reveal political cerruptian 9

'2°Bauérﬁ}iBdhéeh“uhé.sbﬁbeﬁ} pé:‘ééééjifﬁfﬁﬁf;f:efi

T
R
\



a serious nature. This information too‘is'suopressed bi{the
owner of the‘Chronik} who does not wish-to’offend the~1oca1
‘.'authorltles by publishing news of this klnd news that would

~ocomprom1se them. Obv1ous1y, reportlng the truth to ‘the

| general publlc seems to be a matter of secondary 1mportance,
other cons1derat10ns taklng precedence.‘ No one on the’} B
unewspaper staff 1s qulte free to expose the truth as he sees
fit. Stuff must make conce851ons to Schabbelt and Schabbelt.
1n hls turn to his. creditors, : S |

The Monte story 1tse1f, a pure fabrlcatlon concocted

By-Stuff is further proof or the‘torruptlon permeatlng
: this newspaper offlce. One may be tempted to: regard . the

whole eplsode purely as a productlon of Fallada s imaginat10n,7

- but 1ndeed like the account of the. farmers' revolt, it is

based on Fallada s own experlences in Neumﬁnster.z;,

The sort of corruptlon 111ustrated here is not the

o klnd which affects the small man d1rectly to his detriment.::,f

but it bears the typ1ca1 tralts of Fallsda's conception off?ffc
s5001a1 forces 1n that 1t consists of dishonesty and lack Of u;

Flnally, soclety is regarded as 8 hostile force_whioh

- 1mp1nges on ‘the prlvate life of’the 1ndividua1. Again tht””

is well-lllustrated by an eplsode in Kleiner Mann,:echoiac

- flndlngs made by Kracauer. f"

B 2lSee Gnter Caspar, "Nachwort" to Baue:
: Bomben PP+ 651-653 : Py Tl T

o
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Employers in the twentles had a very paternallstlc-

and cOndescendlngly morallstlc attltude towards thelr | |
“employees, feellng that they could dlctate to them not ohly
.how they should dress and behave at work, but how they should

conduct themselves in their prlvate llfe too. aThe phy31cal

LY

qudllty they sought in prospectlve employees was, accordlng

to Kracauer -"d1e morallsch-rosa Hautfarbe '"Morallsch"-

1s however an ethlcal not a phy31ca1 quallty, whlch fpr
'Kracauer was 1nd1cat1Ve of the attltude prevalent amongst

employers

- Ich weiB, . Elne»mor@llsch rosa Hautfarbe - diese
Begriffskombination macht mit einem- Schlag den. . . _
Alltag transparent, der von Schaufensterdekorationen, »(‘
Angestellten und. 1llustr1erten Zeitungen. ausgefillt

ist. Seine Moral soll rosa gefirbt sein, sein ‘Rosa-
moralisch. untermS%t So wﬁnschen es dle, denen die g"“
Auslese obl;egt

L I,
-’“.» L D : ,"o‘

 The. 1ntr1cacies of thls attltude are illustrated in Kleiner‘ﬁ{Vi
| Mann, when Fpauleln Flscher, a young glrl who is having an

affazr w1th a fellow employee, 18 subjected to queationing

»tby the personnel offlclals at Mandel's.. On her outburstf

: ."Was ich auBer dem Haus tue, das 1st doch.meine Sachei

'"Da irren Sie 51ch S sagt ernatlaerr,“&i
}SpannfuB.; "Das lst ein Irrtum‘Vbn h F

:'Efizzxraeauer Dle Angestellten, p. 32;

'~j_,23nle Angestellten, p-432.;;_

*; uFallada Kleiner Mann, p. 209
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Das WarenhauS-Mandel ernahrt ‘und. kleldet Sle
das Warenhaus Mandel ermdglicht die Basis Ihrer
Existenz. Es muB erwartet werden, daB Sie bei ‘
- all'Ihrem Tun und Lassen zuerst an das Warenhaus ;
. Mandel denken,"25 : ,
e:\This‘episode demonstratlng thexemployer s assumptlon
that he has the rlght to 1nterfere in and to expect certaln,W
standards in the pr1Vate life of his employees, 1s followed
by an 1nterlude which, espec1ally 1n its stark contrast to

the sentlments expressed above, reveals fully the flckleness "

, of the employers and the ruthlessness w1th Whlch they wield .i

.

.f;‘ “4 .'-

vthe power they hold - - . o ;fa,

.'f"‘" .

Sie ﬁberschétzen das Interesse, das die Firma an. - -
. Ihrem Privatleben nimmt, Ihr. Privatleben ist fﬂr '
das: Haus Mandel ohne Interesse, Legen Sie Inhre-

- Geschichten gef41ligst so, daf sie ‘auBerhalb. der
.Geschﬂftsstunden erledlgt werden kdnnen.25

'i

-  The interest of the Mandel bu51neas 1n 1ts employees n

s not to be confused with. pastoral care, with the concerned{gf’

~.and well—meaning support or a benevolent patron. Itfiﬂ'a
'selr-centred 1nterest d:l.rected only at pratecting the firm,:g..:;

a8 the real reason for the youns sirl's dismissal reVealsM" e

Sie treffen 31eh 1n elnem Hotel & 'kb” en dou
- gesehen werden, von irgendwelchem Kunden. ¢
-den Kunden ist es: peinllch flr 8ie is
pelnllch fﬁr dielFirma 1at es

Klelner Mann, p. 210
".W;.,:




. could dismiss them for apparently arbitrary. reasona, At
seems that the law did protect the employee: ; e

‘the situation described here Friulein Fiachj rou l

'no proof that-she was dismissed unfairly. . Had sh":been
pregnant, however, she ‘could have taken: issue ‘with'h

‘.employers. The Mandel- firm was obviously takins pre
,agalnst that eventuallty.uv AR SR

k8nnen ~-- man darf ja ganz offen mit ,IThnen

reden -- in andere Umst&nde kommen , nach den Jet21gen
-Gesetzen haben wir Sie dann welter zu besch&ftlgen,
wieder ein Schaden.27 ‘

o

.Other 1nstances of the authorltles' encroachlng upon |
the 1nd1v1dual's rlght to prlvacy occur in Blechnapf  The
most crass example is the offlclal's visit to Kufalt'

1odg1ngs thus reveallng h1s past to relatlve strangers, as

L4

' Liese tells him:

Ja, was 1ch noch Sagen wollte, Herr Kuralt...Mutter .
'erzahlt neulich war einer da, einer in 2Zivil mit

der Marke, verstehen Sie,. und:hat sich nach Ihnen
.;erkundigt. Ob .Sie abends lange. ausgehen, ob Sie "

viel Geld haben, mit wem Sie verkehren und all -

so was...Nur, daB- Slg BeScheld wissen...Mutter und
‘mich stbrt's nlcht 2 : .

/

’The aforementloned conflscatlon of livestock from farmerS»f!fff
'could also be regarded as direct 1nterference on the part

'Of the authorltleS. o ‘ ’ o

7Klelner Mann, p. 209 The- reader of today may be

,'"prompted to ask how it is- posslble for the firm to diamiaa
O
.80 if she were pregnant, Whereas: émployers in the twenties

the girl in her present: clrcumstances -when they could not. dofﬂ

and thirties had- exten51ve power over 'their employeeg and »;?gi

one of these obviously being the instance

- 28Fallada, Blec Ef p. 135.,
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On the whole then, Fallada regards s001ety as a harsh
1mpersona1 fomce which exploits the 1nd1v1dual whllst 4
1gnor1ng h1s needs. In view of the fact that elements of
soc1ety could impinge ;;\leectly on thev;nd1v1oua1's pr;vate‘
~life, it remalns a~str1k1ng trait of the‘oetit-bourgeois'
that he is unaware of the 1mportance of maln polltlcal events.
. Ruth Rbmer descrlbes the attltude of Fallada's characters;
. ’ ‘ . o

‘as. follows: : _*4 a fh. v

R 8

Falladas klelne Leute 31nd Angestellte, Verkéufer
Hindler, Zwergunternehmer. Simtlich unpolltisch
fithlen 51e sich gesellschaftllohen Kriften ~
N ausgeliefert, die sie nicht durchschauen kdnnen noch

. .wolleri. ' Sie versuchen sich zwischen den politischen .
.Gegensitzen im Geschiebe. der Klassen durchzuwinden -~
und’ ihr Schiffchen voranzubrlngen unter dem Wind o

' -dén andere machen.2d - Lo T

“Thls unawareness is matched b? Fallada s own- political
»vagueness both in the narratlve perts of the novels and in
his own 11fe., References to thefgenéral political scene, "
'htprov1d1ng the background to the: speclfic cr131s he is ﬁ{affh;n'
descrlblng, are rare in his workeMEnd usual&y of a curedry

 nature.' (Jeder stirbt fﬁr sioh allein, written, as Fallada

"hlmself tells us 1n h18 report "Wle 1ch Schriftsteller/ i? ;;.‘

‘v,wurde"; on the suggestlon of a’ friend in the Soviet zone

t~idocumen 8 he found: "Uber den doch vorhandenen' idar'
'*4211 218

'.Hand w1th the a1d of Gestapo documents is an exception to

Vthis.}Q).»In one " short passage from WOlf unt-r W&lfen, for

- | 29nnlchter des klelnburgerllchen verr3:
”“tdeutsche theratur v (1957) 122 .“hu’;>:’3

30, Fallada flrst wrote a factual reporti~!-;w

_.der Dey schen gegen den Hltlerterror," Aufbsu, I
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1nstance, he mentlons members of the GOVernment by name and

the French Occupatlon of the Ruhr dlstrlct.31 In Bauern

Bonzen und Bomben and Kleiner Mann he mentions the existence

! .

of the Nazi perty:

Wle das Land Uber uns ‘lachen wird! Das h&tte.
‘die Polizei der Roten Front, Hitlerleuten, .selbst.
dem Relchsbanner bieten sollen. weggefest wére
sie!

‘ Die Nazls waren nicht 1angwe1113. Er kam rasch 1n
. den Sturm, er erwies sich bei ZusammenstdBen als’

~ ein auﬁerordentllch besonnener junger Mann, der
seine .Pranken (und was gerade in ihnen war) mit -
einem fast kilnstlerischen Geftthl fdr Wirkung
benutzte., Lauterbachs Lebenssehnsucht war :

~ gestillt: er konnte sich fast jeden Sonntag -3 und
- manchmal auch wochentags am Abend.-- prugeln“3

Die Zurﬁekgebllebenen aber d1e Krmsten, dle R
Hirtesten und die Mutlgsten, fihlten sich 1rgend— LT
wie zusammengeharlg, und das Schlimme war,. .daf

sie. egen doch nicht zusammengehdrten: sie. waren, 7

~entweder Kommunisten: oder Nazis;, und 80 gab es:
ew1g Krach und Schlagere1.3- . o L

PR

1A1thdugh theq'eader gleans some 1dea of - the wider
polltlcal scene in Germany from passages such as these thisﬁﬂff
ﬁjls but. a cursory gllmpse.' In hlS descriptioﬁ of the'f;ﬂ- e
”Natlonal SOClallst movement Fallada 1s elther non-committal,ate

Just mentlonlng the fact that there were many claahes

'between them and the Communlsts, or else he writes in a

ef31Fa11ada, WQlf unter W&lren, p. u71.__uj_tﬁi |

.;e32Fa11ada, Bauern, Bonzan und Bombgp, p. 192'
'i733Fa11ada, Klelner Mann, P hh

'.3uK1e1ner Mann, p. 226.¢§e t'f4'.
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derogatory tone; as is illustrated by his characterization‘;'
of the Nazi Lauterbach.as a particularlyiuninteliigent |
: person?,whoSe.ohiy‘reéSon?for‘jciningfthe-Party'ﬁas to _
| enjoy the fightingvthat this entailed" The ﬂact that thls »
ywas wrltten in 1932 shows that Fallada had no. 1nkling of
the potent1al of the Nazi Party. "'_
Fallada 5 polltlcal 1ndecisivness is reflected also
~ in his amblvalent actlons whllst deallng w1th the Nazi
‘uauthqutles as Paul Mayer recounts in his monograph.on
.Ernst RoWohlt Just before Blechnag’ was to be publlshed
vaallada had\fallen into’ dlsfavour ith the local Nazi t'
:offlCIalS because of a. conversat%[n he had had wlth Ernst‘
von Salomon and whlch had been reported to the authorltles. :
{W(Fallada recounts these events 1n a serles of newspaper '
{artlcles publlshed in 1945 ) Mayer descr;bea Fallada s
subsequent fea’% and doubts. ' o |
' Die Hauptflgur dleses Romans war ein Rﬂckfail- 1“‘
‘verbrecher, dem das Gef#ngnis zur eigentlichen
Heimat geworden war, Ob die Nazis, die sich

' moralisch gebirdeten; so etwds schlucken wﬂrden,v_i;;7w““
" konnte. allerdings fraglich sein.: Um sie. zu BRTRE

-._besﬁnftlgen und ein Verbot des . Buchea—zu ver- ;chw':ff-ff

‘hindern, schrieb Hans Fallada ein Vorwort zu: RS e

. seinem Roman, das man.als eine Anpassung-sn die S

© '~ 'Ideologie des neuen - Reglmes ‘auffassen muBte,
. Dieses Vorwort wurde. zum Gegenstand einer lange
.- Diskussion: zwischen Fallada, Rowohltaund""

- Fallada glaubte, auf diese totale Kapit
‘{ilber: deren _Unwahrhaftigkeit. dr‘aich
nieht. ver21chten zu k&nnen.,,-

- nicht anders, A g

. Geld habe ich® “An®

_‘dasich’ doch. nicht von heutet ﬁ rge:

- kapn, ... Ich mub- in “den bitteren Apfel

S ,Ich wandte ein' "Wenn dasf neu
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”

nicht _tausend Jahre bestehen wird, sondern nur
zehn oder fiunfzehn Jahre, dann w1rd man unserem
Freund das Vorwort als unzweideutiges Bekenntnis
zu den Naghs yor die Nase halten. Alle jeugen-'
aussagen je dag Vorwort nur zur Tarnung _
geschriel me azis in Wirkliehkeit gehaft,
s - haben dad i Beweiskraft. Seine Stellung-
' nahme Zu hat er ja hier schwarz auf weif
’ : ada blieb beharrlich: "Ich kann-

: ,?; cgﬁcéséidns td the Nazis does nop 
.necess:s‘r'i-._~ Lf» :{at>he:Shafed theif_waj ofﬁthinkiﬁg; but
'it doés.st” ‘) the impreséion that he“was politicglly
_ unsure ofﬁh p and certalnly that he d1d not have the
jcburage af ; 1onv1ct10ns he mlght haVe had |

This geﬁ :, appralsal of Fallada 8 polltlcal standpoint
leéés ﬁs intd ;1scu331on of the confrontatlon between -

thefindividuavwl_l 3001ety, as he portrayed it 1nwhls

' novels, -

| BSEpnst Rowohlt " iff Selbstne issen Und BilddORumentenfi°?
(Relnbek be1 Har Burgfﬁqqqﬁu __I_ ), pp,'-rz "T2'3 =




- " CHAPTER III

_CONFRONTATIONS'BETWEEN THE INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY

l It is in Fallada's descrlptron\;;ﬁfh;/inﬁiviaual.8

- struggle aga1n§é‘soc1al farces that y-autobiOgraphical
detalls, traits of Fallada' s own character become ev1dent.
: Thls belng the case, it would be profltable at ‘this p01nt

to outllne those aspects of Fallada's llfe that: are relevant

to the d1scuss1on of his concept of the confrontatlon between
-the 1nd1v1dua1 and 5001ety. |

: One can galn a general picture.of Hans Fallada 8 llfe

and temperament from varlous sources. When extractlng .

autoblographlcal detail from such works as Damals bel uns :

v

dahelm and Heute be1 uns zu Haus, the two books of remlniscencés 

that Fallada wrote during Hitler 5 élme, we should remember
that the author sometlmes saw flt to change or add certain
partlculars Wlth the.- result that we cannot accept these- L
works wholely and unquestlonlngly as a true repréﬁentationhftlﬁfi
of what happened in his llfe.,_ 1s 13 eveg\indicated in SR

| the sub-titles of ‘these two works, whigh are respectively'{.}f;;f;
- "Erlebtes, Erfahrenes und Erfundenes"xﬁéd "Eln anderes i

Buch Erfahrenes und Erfundenes“ - So whilst a great numberfn"'”

“of the events in these novels were- actually experienced by’f'}'?.“
_the . author, the reader cannot overlook the fact that parts:ﬁxﬁ?"'

. .of the narratlve are flctlon té§,>'We must alsc remain

fully aware of Fallada's consclous use of poetic licenoe
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;whllst 1ncorporat1ng autoblographlcal events into such WOrks

as Der Trinker and the artlcle "Der todllche Rausch",

publlshed post humously in the magaz1ne Neue Illustrlerte.

.

With these reservations in mlnd we can nevertheless extract
o
some bas1c facts about Fallada s - 11fe and partlcularly about

h1s way of thlnklng from his own works. To counter-balance
the necessarlly subJect1Ve accounts that we have. from Fallada
.we may turn.ahong others: to Jurgen Mahthey, who_ln h}s
monograph on Fallada also provides us with factual details‘

l

from a more detached and’ ObJeCthe point of v1ew

Even 1n his ChlldhOOd Fallada suffered frequently from

-mishap ‘and 111ness.v In Damals be1 uns daheim he signlflcantly
: | - L
- devotes a .whole chapter entltled "Pechvogel" to thls aspect

of h1s llfe. He descrlbes how, surveylna hlS chlldhood 7ﬂ
N

days in retrospect he felt that gOOd luck had always -

[+

evaded hlm and that no matter how hard he used to try to'

22

rectlfy matters he always-remalned unsuccessful f To h;sx Ly

mind his remlnlscences proved "w1e das Unheil...auch o

redllche Anstrengungen von mir boshart Vereltelte.?g He
Oy '

r,

was 1n other words conv1nced that he was ein geborener“w
Pechvogel" 34 Even though he goes on to- say that this -

: mlsiortune ceased after a whlle,lwe st111 seq.the effects"::

i .

-

F;hlada 1n Selbstzeu nissen und Bllddggumenten;'_‘ s

/Ha _urg. RowoBIE %963 Y. T t R
2Hans Fallada, Damals be1 uns daheim (Relnbek bei &‘: B

Hamburg. Rowholt 1935T““’ 4 _— N T

_ (Relnb E Be

3§a11ada, Damals bei uns _\dah'eim‘,‘-'p-.' 2‘07';; BRSNS



of his earlier attitude reflected in the bearing of his
characters. The following statement is typical of an
attitude Wﬁich is often found in~Fa11ada's novels:
Ras Ungluck hatte alles getan, mich tribe und
mifvergniigt zu machen,.mefinen Anstrengungen den
Mut zu nehmen und in mlr einen gewissen Fatalismus
- zu erzeugen, der auch das Widrigste mit der y
- Apathie eines abgetriebenen Packesels hinnahm.
Although the adult Fallada could look back on hls
earller i1l luck w1th a certaln wry humour - "Hat man denn
Je schon davon gehbrt daﬁ eine auf eln Pflaster sprlngende

Gleskugel . w1e ein reifendes Tler auf deq w&rfer zurﬁckf&hrt?!

Ich nlcht von andern nﬁmllch bei mir balte i

rreilich
alles filr méglich "5 -- lt 1s the sentlment |
vdoch alles schlef, ich habe nie Glﬂck"6 thaﬁ?ia echoed in
his works. ‘ ' ‘ _
"Mir geht eben allps achicfm7 thinks Kuralt, but even
Plnneberg's Lymmchen, an otherwiae atrong-wil&ed and
Optlmisblc person gives ugteranoe to thc existenttgl
| "Angst" thas nggmes the petit-bourgeois.f; '
Wenn das auch allea nicht stimmt und nur Kientopp S
ist, das ist richtig, daf unsereiner immer Angst ﬁ.”; !

" haben muB, ynd d58 es eigentlich ein Wunder ist,
: ;wenn es eine’ Welle gut geht" Und da& immtrzu

—

uDemals bei unsg- daheim p.,207. "‘Q:

L

| VSDamals gg_ uns dahg;m, P. 21&,  . *:f;g-

.»5Damals bei uns dahexm, P 207 SR fn:'; l7{‘]**-‘

i7Hans Fallada, Wer einmal aus dem 31f3‘“*?““
(Relﬁbek bei Hamburﬁ'"RbWEﬁTf" TYB4Y, pe T




etwas passieren kann, gegen das man ganz wehrlos

ist, und daR® man 1mgerzu .staunen muf, daﬁ es nicht

Jeden Tag pass1ert C :

Fallada's ChlldhOOd marred by sickness and. many a
misadventure was succeeded by an equally turbulent adolescence
and adulthood 9 At the age of eighteen he and a young friend
engaged in a duel as a part of a su1c1de-pact. Hav1ng killed"
nhis friend von Neécker, iFallada then'shot himself, endangerihg'
his own life with ‘two wounds 1n the chest and adding phy51cal.
S1ckness to the p ychologlcal disturbances which obviously ;
“plagued h1m Acquitted of a murder charge on the grounds
of diminlshed responsibllity, Fallada spent tﬁo years in an
'-asylum in Tannenfeld He was subsequently employed as ‘an
agricultural trainee on various country estates and then in
'Berlin as the head of 8 department in a- firm that diatributed -y
seed. potatoes. Having steady employment dld not however, \
have a steadying 1nf1uence on the erratic young Fallada.u"f
He came into contact with the Seyerlins, who introduced him
‘vto the drug morphine. Already in 1917 Fallada had to take
‘treatment for drug-addiction and alcoholism, the lattar
' belng hlS self prescribed cure’ for the former! Through tha

'\;Seyerlins Fallada also met Ernst Rouohlt which was hil

8Hans Fallada, Kleiner M g waa ggg_ (Rei;hak:bi

Hamburg. Rowohlt 19555, p.

- 9The rollowing biosraphical dct i
- stated, are taken:from Jilrgen $h
_Fallada 1n Selbstzeuggissen und B
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,zspent in prlson brought him a certain meaﬂura ar reat and

A

'Suse whom he- marrled in 1929 He hld mnﬁitjl 8 iniénnburz'

Y

he was 8 morphlne addlct. The two and a halr yeg»u he

respite from the dlsorderly life he led'oﬁ;d

':and he subsequently worked for the

52

first contact with literafy circles and the beginning of a

. serious interest in pursuing a career as. a writer,

The first attempt to cure hlmself of drug and alcohol

,addlctlon was only a prelude to many more that followed in

the next few years. In,fact, Fallade.lntermlttently-

,relepsed throughout his lifetime, In 1923 he was fouhd
guilty of embezzlement and sentenced to a term of three :

'months"lmprlsonment, a sentence which was deferred until

1924 Manthey descrlbes Fallada 8 degree of'dependence at

thls time:

'»Fallada pflegte damala schon auf chhternen '
Magen vier groSe Kognak zu trinken, und ohne ‘
eine starke Morphium- oder Kokain-InJektion

. begab er sich nie an die Arbeit A

Further 1nstances of embezzlement led to a sqund term of ;}:'

ilmprisonment in: 1925 To avoid belng intcrneﬂ fnr tbe r&st

- of his life in an asylum, Fallada had fabrieneed som#teaseﬂﬁffff

of embezzlement which he claimed*to have cannittod buﬁjlee,

Neumﬂnater Cencurrently he started work on a ﬂh

| m"‘“’“y Hane Falleds, p. 59.
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he at that time called Ein kleiner Zirkus namens Monte and

which was later to be known as Bauern, Borgen nnd Bomben.“

Manthey sees: in this act1v1ty an" attempt on Fallada's part

to turn hlS self destructlve urges, as expressed in hls
alcohollsm, 1nto a more p031t1ve and creative force. Falladal |
;hlmSelf wrltes of the 1ntox1cat1ng effect that wrltlng had

~on him:

Es war wie ein Rausch oft gewesen, aber e1n Rausch
ilber alle Riusche, die irdische Mittel spenden -

- k¥nnen. Noch. die schlimmsten Stunden, ‘die ich S
ganz und gar daran verzwelfelt war, wie es8 weiter- - -,
gehen sollte, schienén mir besser als. jetzt. meine.

- sch¥nsten’ Freistunden. Nein:.es war schon so, ich
hatte von einem Gift’ getrunken, das ich nicht mehr
‘loswerden konnte aus meinem K&rper und Qeist, und

_ nun dirstete es mich danach, mehr von diesem Gift

“zu trinken, es immer zu trinken, Jeden Tag, den

Rest meines Lebens hindurch ' o .

| Fallada met Rowohlt agaln and moVed to Berlin in 1930
to take up a posltion as a publisher's reader. Rowohlt
arranged Fallada's workday 80 tbat it ended at two o'clock
1nt£he afternoon, W1th the result that the lntter had

g p
',ample time to apply himself to his uriting.? It aoon bdcqno

: apparent however that Fallada had not cnqplotely:ov_d_oun “tﬁg
his predllection for alcohol (};period /jl""”’””° sation
'.for Suse tOgether with an abundance orf""

- success of Kleincr Mann was enoush ta ﬁlke"“Tx'”

l.=to temptation again lm 1933 In ttct‘ri'

- llﬁans Fallada;,"W1o 1ch Senriftvle;lar
' Gesa hlto_E'z-vlnn enh(ﬂowohlt. Rain : bei
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_alcohollsm many times in his llfe and. finally to drug |
addlction Although he was admittedly exc1tab1e and hlghly - B

- irritable when he was wrltlng, the completlon of a book

was always a danger signal’ for hlS w1fe, as he 1nvariab1y S

fell into a state of almless depre351on at these times.. o

| Fallada was on the whole prone to depressien and |

feellngs of 1nadequacy His uneasy relationship with the

Nazis constantly troubled hlm w1th results of the kind

that have already been méntioned with referende to the .f;“’

foreword of Blechnagf | The ‘partially unfavourahle receptlon:~_;
of this novel and the later rejection of Wir haxten mal ein }Q”'

Kind (193u) caused Fallada to avoid ﬁopies of aocial import_
‘and to turn to more inconsequential themes. At this time
‘.he wrote many chlldren's stories and noVels of a rairy-tale |

o quality. e T e ,

s

i Fallada 8 1ntemperanee gradually 1ed to the disintesrltian
. of hie marrlage._ He waa Separated from his wir’ in 19“r,3 SR
" at whlch time he had already met & rellqyf” haiia

jFallada died on February 5eu 19g :
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/ : . o
That events of Fallada 8 11re have been 1ncorporated

1nto hlS ‘works is. qulte ebv1ous.~cr1me ‘and 1mprlsonment in
| _
Blechnapf alcohollsm and hospltallzatlon in. Der Trinker, his‘

'experlence as a clerk and a salesman 1n Klelner,Mann and as

an agrlcultural tralnee in Wolf unter WGlfen. However, elements-'

of his own character and temperament are alao ev1dent in theli_i ;

'novels. " The matter of hlS 1rr1tab11ity has already been i
. mentioned,l An ep;sode related cursorily by Manthey and in
more detall by Paul Mayer serves to illustrate thla and dther L

aspects of his temperament v1v1dly. Mayer 8 versﬁgn reads

L~

thus.: - ;,l'i-,a }’fi . o i,' . e::fﬁ R

Der Autor des Buches Kleiner Mann = Was mmz > vom
Schicksal dazu verdaimmt, zwischen Morphium und
Alkohol zu wahlen,ﬂhatte "L¥mmchen", seine’ erste
‘Frau und Gef$hrtin in der Notzeit; verlasaen., Zur
~.Hochze1tefe1er ‘mit der zweiten: Frau lud er Rowohit =~
.ein, MV4terchen". folﬁte der Einladung nur ungern,
wefl er mit "Limmchen®™ sympathisiertej witirend des,
Hochzeitsmahls, bei dem es trotz des xrieses hqcp;-
her ging, ertdnter Sirenen, die einen 1A :
ankiindigten. Rowohlt muBte. ‘Sehutsz -in
~'suchen, Nach der Entwarnung aber kehrte:
~ mehr zur Hochzeitsgesellschaft zurdek, 40
‘sich zu seinem Freéund Paul- Wesener,
verbrachte. ' Als dem gaatrreien N3
wurde, dad Rowohlt nicht wiederkommen
er einen Wutanfall,  Mit dem Ausruf
~ richtige Falladaeﬁochzeit!“ ‘gertrisme
f’.Mobillar und, vertrieb die ﬂbri ‘

’(ReinbeEWF"T REEE""E



“.rfreaction to the given situation would better bc
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of his - namely the tendency to feel ill used if thlngs d1d

not go strlctly accordlng to his plans. These weaknesses __— '
become to a certaln extent the falllngs or the characters R
in his novels too._ Although hlS maln personages are on the
]whole 11keab1e people who win the sympathy of the reader,
~they are nevertheless extremely touchy persons also who
- tegd to over—react to varlous sltuations. : . -

One sometlmes feels that thls impression, faﬁafrom

111ustrat1ng Fallada s actual intentlon of presentinz his

characters in this way, is- rather a result of Fallada's style,
‘.1n that h1s vocabulary tends to be restricted and repetitive.{,;
:'Thls 1im1tat10n results 1n 1ess differentiation of emotienal

. /
responses than might have been expected., Fallada's depictiOn

'f.Vof people s reactions to various Bthﬂll is always black

and. white --»1t never shows shades ar grey._ The wcrdf;;;kf7?~§‘?

*“wﬁtend" for instance frequantly sccurs whers aynonna S

'~1ess extreme words such as ”niﬁfcftnult" f}

| “vbecause of the?r ownfi

}this contencion is the previousl
,himself waaifff;epf?ﬂfkff7
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in his werks,"it'does not matter how muCH Cf:hie own
personallty he poured 1nto h1s flctlonal charactero. In

all thelr seemlngly 1rrat10na1 behav1our they are not Just
pen and ink repllcas of Fallada; they truly‘represent the b
mentallty and the psychologlcal state of the ordinary maﬁ
of the times. ., S ;' fﬁ' ’,fA : ;"‘
An argument presented by wOlfgans Joho . in hls 1nteresting : 

contrlbutlon to the dlecu381on that ensued after the re-issue

of Der Trlnker in ‘the DDR13 1ends support to this thesis"

Die Oprer elneS Systems erregen 1n dem der vo
ihnen liest, auch dann Sympathie. und ﬁitleid
sie selbst keineswegs von .individueller: Sehuld
freizusprechen sind, vorausgesetzt, dad aus der

" Schilderung ihres Schicksals:die srﬂﬁere prins§gielle
Schuld dleses haasenswerten Systems hervorgeht

Ve can argue then that this 1rritab111ty, seemingly a facet

of the characters' tendency to over-react ia itnelr_eauaed

, 13'I‘he re-lssue of Den Trinker by.th -Aufban -
' 1953 caused a great deal of controversy ‘in 11
~.in the DDR. The discussion of the novelw

- . number ‘of articles, especially in the wee
-~ .Sonntag. Of. grgat %n;:iest was the. cen
whether or not Der Tr eg,ahould be
general public " See amongst others

: 1) Sabine Brandt‘ "Der Trinker -:
,vale Unmenschlichkelt, intag, Nr, .

i) Wolfgang Joho, "FelladaszTr:
‘Sonnta s Nr. 18, 195h, p.w6

S idey Heinrioh Ruhl, "
. Bibligtbekar, VIII (195@

" 1¥) Waltraut: Schiller, "Hane
VH (1953),890-891, =i
. v) Max.Schroeder,.

gsenen - Romans 22_
» 126-130; ¢ e
o ¥ éa;aadas Trinkorfﬁ 1 aie
“;.1954 pob gt
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by the psycnologlcal straln brought ‘about by soc1al pressures,
;and SO 1n a way it is hardly to be regarded as a personal
weakness but rather as a social ev11 S f’

‘ Because he treats a "fellow" shop assistant in an-
unpleasant manner, Plnneberg %ecomes guilty of an act of
baseness Instead of belng 1nspired by collegial sentlments,
lb'he treats the cowed old man 1n.a haughty and offenslve way,

feellng at the same tlme that he is wrons in doing so. Thls

B de51re to exert pressure on someone else 18, howe“ﬂr, an

expre381on of the frustratlon that Plnneberg feels, because B

- he is belng treated 1n the same wey-’

a Und wahrend Pinrieberg all dies sagt und immer ,,}-g,y
" aufgeregter wird, flihlt er innen, dah er ein’ Sehwein“
 ist, daB er sich genau so mies- benimmt wie gseine R
miesesten Kunden. Da® er den §lteren;: Verdatterten,
sorgenvollen Herrn schwelnemaﬁig behandelt. Ungd :
- kann doch nicht ‘anders,:er hat éine Wut auf die Welt,-~
- alle, alle sollen sie hin werden. Aber leider/ist s
-,,fnur der 3ltliche Verkaufer da.15 G e »

'In this 1nstance he has just recelved(g salery amonnt:igfta

o rar less than he had expected and so he is aubjscted

: more flnancial etraln.v
‘ r bt
struggle to obtain even the moat bee




free of the 1nd1v1dual gullt that Joho mentlons he still ;
retains the sympathy of the reader especlally since this _

'1nterlude can be seen to be a. result of social pressuree r%t

and not of some innate. nast1ness in Pinneberg‘s personality.

. The pressures to whlch Plnneberg 1s further aubjected

‘Would be sufflclent to Justify a high degree of testiness on

the part of. anyone 1nvolved 1n a slmilar situatlon. The o

.:quota system, hlS struggles with bureaucracy, and furthar .

, humlllatlon at the close of. the novel bring h1m almost to |
vhlS breaklng-p01nt Soclaﬂ difflculties can cause psychological
»straln and mental distress. The seemingly exaggerated
areaction of Fallada's characters to a given situaticn is

.'Only extreme because the existing social syatem ia eitreme.\gif:

‘Max Tredup is in. a situation similar to that or "

Planeberg.. He. behaves badly towards his wirg, concﬁalins

, money from her in times or ﬂinanelal need andfatrikin‘;her;f

irr an srgument that ariaes because of his sec 07

L ja
fﬁdaB ieh. solche
';dachte immer,' Ans

mity und wenn
=,nichts 16

« e L

Werke ia,ﬁinaelau, e
Weimar: Aufbau, I91.



60
" \'\. o
. \

\

Tredup does not have a secpre job and- 1sx1n coﬁbtant\fear of
1031ng 1t Hls feafh for-the future are then prompted by

social 1nsecur1ty, and consequently\we can say that hls

£

'frame of mlnd is also determlned by his soclal position to v
a certaln exteht _ | v;,‘;
W1111AKufalt to take another example, is not baeieally. T

mean but rather a somewhat weak person.l However, hia
; cqnstant dlsappointments w1th society make him rataliatic
'and susplclous of.. eVery new venture. Ldke Fallada, he too

"regards hlmself as a "Pechvogel”°‘and is convinced mhat none

“of ‘his plans will eVer be fulfilled" '
s '

. Da. kannst du dabelstehen. Du hast es uicht ganallt,.g~
und da8 du einmal verheiratet aain wirst mit :

. du’ glaubst es nach Jetzt ‘nicht, - Nel n, An- “#03Y
‘.68 nicht liegen, wer go. fas:unsslo wemnt vor,
Erl¥sung, den kann man nicht :
Aber es W1rd doch nichts' i

o
in society. He often ravcta
 ;.hidden motives behind her:°”'“”

j,."ship "Sie hat o8 doch n
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' is as though his being at odds with society has $o much’

 destroyed his'COnfidence in‘himself'thet,he is incapable 6r

| aoceptlng love, -

Blographlcal elements do . colour Hans Fallada 8 depictlon g

*of the 1nd1v1dua1 partlcularly in determining the psycho-

viloglcal state. of mlnd of his characters. The preceding

dlscu831on has’ shown, however, that this does not necessarily

';decract from the reallsm of Fallada 8 presentation, a weak e

',man can stlll be regarded g\‘a victim of society, ir it isiu.u‘

M

._,about the attit:ude or relat.:tonsm'

"ifdlsousged

'maintain

f;»soclal 1nJust1ce that 1nduced and foatered his weakneases.~*‘

' ThlS is not to say that society must bear the entire blaneﬂ.ﬂ

for the 1lls suffered by the individual. The extent to -e» l

Af 'whlch the members of the lower mlddle class, and the |

AT
Angestellten as a’ group in particular, are responaible tor_w

the s0cia1 set-up and the propagation of socihl iniuaticelf" gl

Wlll be: discuSSed more fully in Chapter IV o
Continuing with the analysiB/Of the_confrontati B

between the mdividual and aociety,

;why should we use the wordnﬁnnn;ifj,f}ejﬁ

The rriction:between:nnn:an’ b iety

:standard of deeenc ,and respao abilit’
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_hlS personal 11fe, no matter what soclety may inflict on 'x\
him, This de51re, usually equated w1th having material o
éosse551ons or even with being able to dress well, is echoed
throughout Fallada s works 1n the petlt bourgeois dream of
buylng a small bu31ness and belng able to start a new: life
W1th a fresh promlse of<success. We f1nd the words first in
the mouth of Ellse Tredup' "W1r geben es auf die Sparkasse. ,
_Und dann sehen wlr ‘daB wir ein nettes Géschaft kriegen, am
besten nlcht hler 1n Altholm.'lg These 1deas are then, with';"

20 and Wolfgang Pagel 21-‘;7-

11tt1e change, drgpterated by Kufalt
The Pinnebergs, wlth.thaxr mure moderate desires, aimply V‘;Al;i
wish that life wera not quite as’ diffloult as. it is "'Ein -
klein bchhen gerechter kﬁnnte es. gerne zugghen,' denkt
.:Lsmmchen.?zz Man 8 struggle to igpe with society ia :

equivalent to hls struggle bo maintain raspectability,

In contrast with those engaged in this atrkag nfwcf;}'A
many minor characters who haxe already lua;- ;
Impecuniosity and extended periods of ariiia“ffm
,:decadence. The 1owering of moral atandard’ and. . th

20

: 21see. Hans Fallada, Wolr “ntcr w;lJ;;

f 22Kleiner Magg, p. 211
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by historians and belletrists alike,'as‘far as.the Berlin
and the Germany of the,twenties and thirties.are concerned,
_Erich KéStnerxs Fabian is but one such novei, portraying a
~ young man7who_cannot come to terms with the cnaos he gees
arouno him, | | _ | o
| Fallada too confronts'us,with the degradatioﬁ?forced on
’ manyt Poverty and disillusionment often lead hiagcharacters

: into what society'considers:to'be immOral behavipur:

' prostitution ana‘petty theft for, in%tance; It*is noteablef
that Fallada does not morally condemn the perpetrators of
these transgress1ons, 1f they were necessary for surv1val

He either objectively relates the eplsode a8 when Krymna

goes wood-stealiﬁg in Kleiner Mann, or. sometimes he even L

Justlfles the need for such behav1our. ‘

Petra Ledlg, for 1nstance, who ‘had turned to prostltution,

v

ewas fortunate 1n~being able to attach herself to w°lfgang ,l”
N»Pagel who undertook -- albeit unsucce%sfully — to support
_her. - Less fortunate are women such as Frau Siemsen, who
in hard fimes also turns to prostltution.- Kufalt, who.
' presumably also speaks for the author, finda this acceptable,v

| because the woman needs money to feed her childP%n,_ Therefbre, ;

" he. derends her agalnst the prison pastor' e e
"H ren Sle mal," ruft der Pastor wﬂtend~
S "das>ia alles nicht wahr, Entstellungen sin& das,
_+ Verleumdungen. -Wisgen: Sie\ daB. ich Sie wegen.
. Beamtenbe eidzgung anzeligen kann?  Die Siemsen iat
-eine zweifelhafte Person, aie 14At sich mit: anﬁera"
‘Ménnern ‘ein, einer Unterstutzung ist sia gar e
nicht wﬂrdig!" SIS

T l_
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"Wahrscheinlich soll sie ihre G8ren

verhungerq?gassen,lstatt auf den Strich zu

gehen!
Fallada does not criticize the "culprit" on ﬁoral érounds,
but rather he implicitly bla@es society for putting peaple
into'a position where anti-social behaviour is necessary for
survival, The moral iakity he portrays is yet another evil
caused by sociai deprivation. Petra Ledig,,and-presuhably‘
Frau Siemsehvtoo, do not enjoy their enforced “profesSion?.“
Petra demonstrates this by giviné:ap prostitution as soon.as
tshe cah by stayiné’with.Pagel "This.indicates thqt'she
.does not do it by ChOlce but as anlanavoidable ev11 in order

to sur 1ve in times of flnanolal hardship.’

We hiye then these two poles 1n Fallada s works: the
desire to remain respectable and the failure to do so.‘_But"
there is also a whole panorama of phasesan between, ransihs'l

"from unspe01f1ed feellngs of insecurity to alienation and

1solation. The stages in this development and the conclusion ‘7”

of it represent the decay and decline of humanistic ideals
amongst the petit bourgeois and in society as a whole, for
altruistic attitudes would not allow the isolation of -
}1hd1V1duals. Humaq;sm assumes man to be the centre of ‘the-

| universe and'demands that all efforts be direoted towards f"
the general good of manklnd Georg Piltz points out the

: fact that Fallada s characters are not eoncerned with

"




humanistic ideals: "Den Raabeschen Gestalten geht es noch
um die Humanltat den Falladaschen nur noch um d1e nackte

. Ex1stenz."2u . »

This point is illustrgtéd in the'following éxcerpt

from Kleiner Mann:

4

..."Es ist schwer. Ich laufe den ganzen Tag
treppauf, treppab, und manchmal verkaufe ich den
ganzen Tag nicht filp funf Mark Ware, Nun," sagt
sie und versucht zu l#cheln, "das ist nicht so
'schlimm, die Leute haben eben wirklich keip, Geld.
Aber wenn manche nur nicht so h#Blich wHre 4 Wissen
Sie," sagt sie behutsam, "ich bin nimlich JQIlsch
haben Sie -es gemerkt?"

"Nein...nicht sehr," sagt Pinneberg verlegen.

"Sehen Sie," sagt sie, "man merkt es doch,

Ich sage immer zu Max, man merkt es, Und da finde
ich doch, die Leute, die Antisemiten sind, sollten
so.ein Schlld an ihre TUr machen, daf man sie gar
nicht erst beléstlgt S0 kommt es immer wie aus

‘heiterem Himmel, "'Hauen Sie ab mit Ihrem unsittlichen- .
Zeug, Sie olle Judensau,' hat gestern einer zu mir :

gesagt " :
: "So ein Schweln, sagt Plnneberg wﬂtend»

Aber Plnneberg hat plbtzlich Angst “daB’ ihm -
auch noch dies: Kapitel ihres Lebéns veraetzt wird, Ly
Sie ist ein armes,;kleines, graues ‘Wesen, sicher,.__ o
und seltsamerwelse hat er be ihrer Erzdhlung. ’

gedacht: 'Wenn ich nur nicht bald sterbe, daf
‘L¥mmchen sich so qualen mug," und er kann aich
~ gar nicht denken, wie Frau Nothnagels Leben T
- eigentlich welterlaufen 8011, Aber er ist- sohon S
80 traurig genug heute nacht, er sagt ganz =~ - |
pl8tzlich, ganz unh8flich in.ihre Worte.hinefn% - . .
- "Ich muB mal telephonierer. Entschuldigen Siel"
© " Und sie sagt sehr hbfllchf'Bitte sehr ich
mdchte Sie nicht. abhalten."- S _
Und P;nneberg geht.25

,VzﬂnEpiker der klelnen Leute, Berliner Zeitggk 5”‘

25Kleiner Mann, pp..158-159 ';,




The widespread discrimination against an ethnic group, as
referred to here, is an obvious examolelof the anti-hunanitarian
behaviour that was soon to. bear ‘the seal of approval of the
State and to be regarded almost as a duty on the part of

the German c1t1zen As far as Plnneberg is concerned

y however his transgress1on against humanistlc 1deals 18 of

a less serious’ and cruel nature.: Initially he listens to .

Frau Nothnagel not unsympathetlcally and not without interest,
even tentatively offering her adv1ce. - He - is obV1ously |
shocked - by her pllght as a Jewess iIn the Germany of the

early thirties, and dlsgustEd by the way anti-Semites treat
..her but his particlpation in her trials does “not - go beyond '
vthlsﬁexpre8310n of sympathy. Even whilst listening to and e
-'sympath1z1ng with her in her adverse circumstances, pessimistic ﬁ*
ithoughts about hls own future enter Plnneberg -] mlnd and ' |
1mmed1ate1y his attention is distracted from the misfortune

lllof others. The petlt bourgeois Pinneberg has no time for. .

‘ altruistic thoughts and actions, for he is too preoccupied’

Wlth his own troubles.‘ " | | T

It ‘was stated above that the conflict between the

1ndividua1 and society springs from the desire of, the

ind1v1dual to retain h1s self-esteem and respectability.laliyrlﬂy
jTo do this he must be part of...‘one is tempted to aay .
' n"society", but as we, are using this term to mean the |
hostile authorities that the petit~bourgeoil encounter

we must use gifferent terminology. The &1@{
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strive.to remain'within the "system", to.be part of what'
is regarded by society as being the "respectable commu ty
‘ In Fallada's novels we see the ordlnary man at dlfferent
levels of 1ntegratlon 1nto thls system or respectable
.communlty. . B ' '. e
l The variods stages‘thaﬁ»se~see are:

(a) some initial degree of 1ntegratlon, o
4»(b) the threat of 1031ng one's positlon in the community,
(¢) exclusion from thlS communlty, resulting in the ”;& .
.1solat10n of the 1nd1vidual : _ k

It does not hold true for all of the flve novels here
under dlscussion that we see’ each of the three stages.' They
o also do not always appear 1n thlS order.' For 1nstance, -'_ .

wOlf unter Wolfen tends to reverse the order as far a8 the

main character is concerned ~ This novel will be dealt

with flrst, as it does not fit 1nto the scheme of the o

| ‘other novels for reasons which w111 be expoqued later. .»}Fe_»
. The other novels w111 be discussed ohronologically, eccording
'_to the tlme treated in them,_whlch also heppens to be the

- order.in- which they were wrltten.”: R,

From the very beglnnlng of wolf unter Udlten we

 encounter °b=racter8 divorced f‘rbm the oammunity. wolrsane,.:;f
Pagel feels that there is no place for him in the exioting’ .
j~syqst:em, and s@ he almlessly wastes his timg 3amb1133;
:Throush his experiences worklns in the couuﬁ,y. he L

S

develops some sense of responsibility towardsi:;fdﬁ

A‘~



‘others, and finally evinces the desire'to Settlé down and’
'becohe integfated into- the new community thaﬁlwas'formédﬁ
after the chaotie days of the Inflatlon énd the Welmar
Republlc. Douglas Wiley Crow sees in thls Ma- cruclal

turning p01nt.1n the author s evaluation of tbg~role of

"26

the individual in s001ety._ Hé‘also concludés that:

.

. A possible cause of this alteratlon of viewpoint
is the accession of Hitler to power.since the -
publlcatlon of his previous novel, -If Fallada

~ had earlier viewed the Weimar Republic as an

@ - oppressive state, he now recognized ‘the "true.
face of oppression in Adolf Hitler's regime,

The result was a reevaluation of his prev1ously
held op1n10ns,27 . O

Al

. Thls 1nterpretat10n of Fallada's attltude is hardly viable,

: The novel Wolf: unter w&lfquwas not meant to Be and certlinly

',is not a p081t1Ve appralsal of life. in the Weimar Republic}ﬂ_.:'

Even if Fallada had reevalued his earlier opinions he as

‘ not 11ke1y, consclous as he was of the importance of.ggini"
the. %Bproval of. the official Nazi criticngfgo extolithaaf,;
benefits of a government that had been ouated and defaﬂed ‘
'by Adolf Hltler.-'  1:. ia ﬂ. “_-,}jfiifg.fjgf*Tfiﬁt;,'f‘7
3 The only p031t1ve element er the plot ia the develonwantv

| 26“Fa11ada- The Individugl vg7
k\figisiana State Un;veraity, 1971),

27Crow; "Fallada° The I dividuallvs.

».,‘n



supported by the obvious peace-offering that Fallada made

‘to the Nazis in the foreword: B ' ' .-

Unter Verzicht auf alle AuBere Khnllchkelt woldte
der Autor ein Bild jener Zeit malen, die so nahe
und doch so v¥61llig Uberwunden ist. *Aber vielleicht
geziemt es dem Geretteten, Uberstandene Gefahr
nicht ganz zu vergessen, sondern ihrer gedenkend
sich doppelt der gluckhaften Rettung zu freuen.2

Knowing of the confllcts and dlfflcultles Fallada had w1th~ s:
the Naz1 authorltles, one can full well appre01ate the |
- irony of the’ thought that one should be pleased because of»
the "glﬂckhaften Rettung" that the Naz:Ls brought to Germanyl -

A glance at the off1c1a1 Nazi receptlon of Fallada's works
{ .
w111 glve us some more concrete examples of the 81tuation L

he faced R L .

Helmuth Langenbucher haﬂ wrltten a devastatlng rejectlon

S
I

of FalladalS»Blechnapf: '

P ‘fFalladas ‘Kufalt- Roman war...naturllch nlcht egen,
i+ . .sondern fir etwas geschrleben, fir eine Menschen~
- sorte nimlich, die nicht lebt, sondern immerzu
gelebt wird und verlebt und .verbraucht, und die
,zurﬂekaelﬁende'KscEe Eommt in die Retorte R
Falladascher Schreibtechnik, wlrd hier mit. v1e1
; Sentlmentalltat und nicht weniger Schweinerei - .
- angerithe$ und heraus. kommt der: Fallada-Homonkulus,"
- Marke K ralt Batzke usw.' (Man halte 'es mir . T
- zugute: . fir solches Zeug ist im natlonalsozlalistischen#lf'
- DeutsChland ke1n WQrt der Ablehnung scharf S e
. genug!) Co T R

't28Fa11ada, WQlf unter W&lfen, from the forewcrd.a,k—

"'29"Falladas Blechnapf und die deutsche Liberaturkrit
Berllner B&rsen-Zeitung, 10.a 193“ B




His subseguent crltlclsm of W1r hatten mal e1n Klnd was

equally as harsh, even Buggestlng that.as far as the Naz1s,

were concerned Fallada was to be reJected altogether:

‘Die Gelster scheiden. 31ch allmihlich auch auf

" kulturellem Gebiet, und das ist gut so, die
Masken fallen, die wirklichen Haltungen werden
erkennbar, wir sehen klarer. Eines ‘der Scheide-~
wasser auf dem Gebiet der literarischen Urtells—'
bildung ist Hans Fallada, darln sehen wir selne
Bedeutung fur uns. - ' . ,

R ...Falladas neues Buch Wir hatten mal ein Klnd S
ist ‘ebensowenig wie sel“"Roman Wer einmal aus dem
Blechnapf frift ein Buch, wie wir es heute brauchen,

- das erPﬁIlE‘EETh milfte m1t dem Glauben an unsere

- Kraft, das ein Bekenntnis sean mﬂﬁte zU.

- unserer Art...3° g |

In an ther artlcle in Deutsches Volkstum Langenbucher

repeabe of what he had said in his flPSt two polem1ca1
,commentarles, and typically for h1m he closes ‘with a ghreat‘
fto all who mlght defend Fallada or erte favourable criticldm j'f7

of,hls works., -
S _ RRVARE | | |
'...es geht um den Neubau der deutschen Kultur.;"_ o
" Die Tr4ger. des affentlichen Amtes der. gestrigen .
. Kritik missen- w1ssen, was- .diesem Neubau- fﬂrderlich B .
‘sei und geelgnet, ihn zu. featiaen' ‘8ie miisaen ;;,;u N
~ 'wissen, was ihm schédlich ‘sei und geeignet, seine.
Grundlagen auszuhShlen, - Immer wieder werden Bﬂeher
. 'kommen wie die;  die ein Fallada schreibt, -aber: -das .
.-Bedeutsame daran ist, da8 sich an ihnen di; L
- scheideén, “"Wir wollen uns, i jeglichem Dienst o
. beréit, zu denen scharen, die das ewige: beutschland“ '
o xwollen, ‘dessen’ Filhrer: heute Adolf Hitler ist; und’
w1r wollen eln waches Auge haben auf alle die

"i30"W1r habten mal... Grundaﬁtzliehe Betrachttf
einem nelien. ‘Buch voﬁ-?hllada, Berliner B&raan- eit
ll 11 lQ}u S u . -

Lt




andern, die nicht willens sind, mit ihrer
Arbeit "den betonten Forderungen unserer Tage"
Rechnung 'zu tragen.>l . ,

We know that Fallada was much concerned that the Naz1s o

should allow him to continue to write and publish, so |
*Hellmuth Langenbucher’ "waches Auge"- cannot have done
anythlng to bolster Fallada 8 confldence in his own future.
dRowohlt too accordlng to Gﬁnter Caspar, expressed trepidation
'as far as Langenbucher was concerned._"Das 1st e1n ﬂnler'
Mann "32 e |

In V1ew of the uneasy feellngs engendered in both ,
5‘author and publlsher by Langenbucher 5 crlticlsm, it 13 not
surpr131ng that Fallada made conce381ons to the Nazi
v_authorltles thlS critlc represented Future critlcs were

not entlrely cowed by Langenbucher 8 threats. Harald |

Eschenburg for example, signlflcantly seeks out the positive B

"raspects of Wolf unter w&lfen "Das Buch hat weit mehr

N pos1t1ve' Figuren, als es die vielen Entlarvten nnd

Gqﬁchelterten zunachst durchblicken laasen, ?3 but the | ngﬂg;

A11v01ce of a Natlonal Sociallst critic R and of coursejit ia

: 31"Hans Fallada," Deutschea,Volkftum, XVI;j.ﬁ
(193"), 993. © With the words "betonten Forderungs
Tage" Langenbucher is making referenoe to. 8n-
Karl Rauch, whose views he sd‘lrely critici&ed
article and in the commentary on Wir -hatten mal sin:]
~ See: Karl Rauch ‘"Die . Trag ?die de® einsamen'ﬂiﬁha
’deutsche Wort , Nr.;“ﬁ %‘93U) 1~2. .;,>¢f

. 3Z"Naohwort" in’ Hans Fallada, War ?}1? au
frift, in Ausgewihlte Werke in Einz?xi,o*iﬁxL j
Cas r (Ber.,n und "af‘VH.




thlS v01ce that threatened Fallada s llVellhOOd -~ is ralsed

in a polemlc agalnst Fallada again:

FEEN

Die wirren Stoffanhﬁufungen seiner Werke befrledlgen
~den Unterhaltungstrleb einer unkritischen Menge.
Dennoch bleibt es immer unsere Aufgabe, gegen :

. literarische Werke wie_die Falladas auf das schirfste
die Stlmme zu erheben.3 » S

. We can see then in the creation of’the\positiye figure.
Wolfgang Pagel an attempt to pacify the National Socialist
authoritieSQV Contrary to what Eschenburg says, however,t
~the. optlmlsm ‘about Pagel's future 13 a somewhat forc1b1y _
‘construed “happy end"; and it is not enough to disgulse the -
ba31c pessiﬁhsm of the novel, For-the one promise of :
success we have many 1nstances of 11ves that have foundered
on the rocks of the Inflatlon.t l | N

In as far as we can speak of any soclal order at all

'durlng the Inflatlon, we see many character? of Wolf unter

wolfen 1ntegrated 1n the respectable communlty, 1n that

’they are employed and recelve enough remuneratlon - even

if it is only barely enough -- to surv1ve without resorting

n
i

to crlme. Thelr ex1stence however is fragile and their :ﬂ*f?ig
hOpes for the. future are bound to regéan unfulfilled B Apart

from the many whose sav1ngs havé become WOrthleaa (Elias ;r>~?"*'

hand Knlebusch for example), there are those 1ike Otti Kudahn'

T [Hellmuth Langenbucher], "Wirrwarr einer zﬂgelloaen
gPhantd%ie!" Blicherkunde, V. (1938), 49, . This articleluua
. fact publishfd anonymously, but ‘the content,. style, and
" yocabulary gre so reminiscent.of Langenbucher that the
»assumption that “he is ‘the: author woulﬁ aeem to Be Juatitiﬂ




whose future also looks dismal: - T | ﬁ

Der Prels, den Otti Kujahn fur diese beiden. Dinge
‘fordert, nach langem Z8gern fordert (Ja, was soll
ich nun fir die Sachen nehmen? Mich haben sie-

" noch nicht drei Mark. gekostet), entspricht etwa
dem Porto fir einen Stadtbrief. Sophie ist nun
doch der An31cht dap das Handarbeitsgeschift
Kujahn nicht ew1g bestehen wird., Bei diesen
Preisen wird Friulein Kujahn die Inflation nicht

aushalten, sondern bald ausverkauft und- verhungert
sein. »

Fallada migﬁt not‘describe the Stage of iselétion‘in‘
the case of people llke Ottl KuJahn but ;Fs 1mm1nenoe 'is

——

,1mp11ed So many people faced dlsastrous poverty durlng
the years of the Inflatlon that the whole soc1a1 structhre
threatened to dlssolve 1nto chaos.', | |
- Von Studmann recognlzes thls. Descrlbed as a
"Klndermédchen", he surv1ves mentally only if he can turn
hlS energy to-helping others; He is, however, constantly
'thwarted in hls desire to do thls and concludes that there:;fx
;:1s o place for humanlstic 1dealism %n a world where every
. tlnd1v1dua1 must fend for hlmaelf Rpallzing that he cannotifeailt
.surv1ve in thls 1nhumane world'-e ”Ef war nicht genelgt _v
die Tollhelten dleser tollen Zeit mitzumachen, selber tq11‘3;'e5'5

n36

_‘zu werden - he decldes to go where he can apply his ;Eeg;ﬁa

._-ideals;- All thls he confldes to Pasel'i

|

-~ Ich b1n wleder elnmal die Trepp¢ hinunter prall”}’*
.,meln lleber Pagel nur etwas aahmerzharter alg

B TR

e‘35Wolf unter walfen, p. 22 s
_-36wolf unter Llfen, P.
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damals im Hotel.. -= Trotzdem bin -ich der festen
Uberzeugung, daB es irgendwo auf der Welt einen
Fleck glbt wo man unbedingte Zuver15s51gke1t
schitzt. Ich habe: mich entschlossen, eine mir
seit langem angebotene Stellung anzunehmen. Ich
werde in dem Sanatorium des-Geheimrats Sehréck .
arbeiten. Ich bin sicher, dad die dort =~ ' . jf* .
befindlichen Kranken vollkommene Zuver13381gke1t @ -7

_ GleichmiBigkeit des Temperaments, eine nicht zu -

" ersch8pfende Geduld zu schitzen w1ssen.37

This fepresents'von-Studmaan;sffinal disillasiodment'with’> N
' mankind It is ironic that he has to g0 and'ﬁork in a‘ o
_mental home in order to escape fromewhat ‘he regards as the
madness - of the world Von Studmann could ‘have glven the

kind of humane a331stance that many of . the eharacters in-

WOlf unter W61fen needed The fact that he was frustrated d.‘

in hlS attempts to do so also 31gn1f1es the wanlng of
7humanlstlc idealism, 1n that 1t is not allowed to flourlsh

' Tredup 1n Bauern, Bonzen und Bomben already bears the

\'tralts of the "11ttle man" whom- Fallada was to portray more'f
fully in hls next novel. Again we do not see every stase

Vln the dlssolutlon of soelal securlty in this work. Tredup
'1s 1n an 1nsecure p031t10n from the very beginning, expending
-._all of his energy by worklng day and night ‘to earn a “
meagre income, whlch barely supports hlmself and his family. LA

- Hls untlmely death ellmlnates the almost inevitable atage

of" 1solat10n fo; him, and Fallada provides 8. protector tor t;kj;}e

.his family 1n the person of Stuff In Tredup's story the.

e

- 37w¢if:';unter';wélf.en{.~ p.'. 671,



novel does”containgsome indications of Fallada's conception'
of'the “littlelman";1but this work is primarily basedpon'
actual,happenings.»' | -

| There‘are‘those withfbroken careers in this novel -- Stuff,
Frerksen, Garels -- but these were based on actual 11V1ng
“peopie, and were in that sense not creataons of Fallada s
1ma41natlon.‘ They were, ﬁﬁth the exceptLOn of Frerksen, .hl
'dynamlc ‘people who had the w;ll pQWer and energy to form k
' thElP own: destlny“ They are not représentatlve of Fallada ]

concept of the lower mlddle class 1nd1v1dual 1n the way

‘that’ Tredup 18

v
Al

Only in Kleiner Mann do we-- see the full develdpment

- from relatlve securlty to. complete desolatlon.' We see"
’Plnneberg in two JObS, but in each of these his securltj

is threatened by h1s emploxers. In the first 1nstance |

| Klelnholz 1s trying to flnd a hasband ror his unattractive t
daughter Plnneberg could not marry thls glrl as he is L
-already marrled hlmself ‘a fact whlch Kleinholz does not

jknow.i However on the pretext that hlB buslness does not

merit. the . e;pense of - three a831stants, he dismlsses LT
Plnneberg anyway, when the latter makes no 81 of‘gesponding -
to'Kleinholz s thlnly velled hlnts. *This tale seems some- :-'
'what unllkely and rather blzarre.} dne element of truth in .
“the epxSodqﬂ!%, however the fact that employers wielded a ' iéétf?
.vgreat deal of power over their employees who were in a “h"v

/ ‘:'.,A:
:weak position because of the threat or unemployment if theyﬁ*iV'

- were to leave thelr present jobs. Kleinholz uses this eo




manipulate his assistants: "Kucken Sie nicht so dimlich!
Wenn Ihnen hief»was nicht paft, bitte, Sie k&nnen gehen.f~“38
The petit-bourgeois are at a further disadvantage, because

unlike the working class they have a weak union:

. "Das ha'ck nich n8dig, Herre," sagt Kube,
"3aB Sie mir hier was von Klauen sagen. Ick meld
das dem Verband. Das ha ck nich nddlg, das wollen

wir mal sehen."
Er kiekt ber seinen grauweifen Schnauzbart

dem Chef grell in die Visage.
"O Gott, das ist sch®n," jubiliert Plnneberg
innerlich. "Verband! Wenn man das auch o) kénnte!
Aber bei uns? Neese!"39 _
When Pihneberg‘is,dismissed, he is poﬁerless to take action
ageinst ﬂis employer | |
Because of Jachmann's connectlons, Plnneberg obtalns
| another position, this time -at Mandel's in Berlln. Here
he is\subjected tovextreme mental stress by the.quota.sysyem,
which has already been described,-'lnfspite of this tehsioﬁ
the employ’ers demahhed that their ass'ist'ahte shoﬁld. lobk
relaxed _attractlve and pleas1d§'to the customer 8 eye.
Kracauer expands on this in h1s study of these c1rcumstances" o
"Die Ausdrdcke nett und freundllch w1ederholen SlCh wie ' |
Repertolrestucke.. Vor allem wollen d1e Arbeltgeber elnen
netten Eindfuck'haben.' Leute, die nett w1rken - ZU elner
~ solchen W1rkung gehéren natﬂrllch dle netten Manieren, - werdeﬁA

»euch dann genommen, wenn 1hre Zeugnlsse schlecht Slnd "HO

dsadlpone

T ' T T T
}3&?5 38Klemer Mann, p. 52. LT e T e T

39K1e1ner Manh, Do %3.

S uODle Angestellten aus dem neueaten Deutschland ifefe'
(Frankfurt am M"in. §-—1 gtETVerlag, 1§36), p. 31 C




Speaking'further of the weaction of-the_Angestellten to

this;"Druck'dér sozialen‘Verhéltnisse“,;KracauqrASays, "Die
Angestellten missen mittun, ob sie wollen oder nicht. Der
Andrang zu den viélen Schénheitssalons enﬁépringt auch
ExistenZsorgen; der Gebrﬁuch kosmeﬁigcher Erzeugnisse ist
nicht immer ein Luxus."g} The full implibation of this

panic-stricken drive to maintain.appearances will be seen

later,

One éf Kraéauer's_int viewees intimates thatfémployqu
in Germany held the picture they had of emplglées in the -
" United States of America [as a model of-pe?fectionf' This

;ann‘: . ' 0

idea is echoed ‘in Kleingr

...da kommt dig¢ser Hepr Organisator und sagt:
"Sie sehen so @bgespahnt aus, Herr. Ich empfehle
Ihnen Ihre Kollegen driben in den States als
Vorbild, die se ends genay so munter aus wie
am Morgen. Keep smiling! .Wi¥gen Sie, was das
heift? Immer l4icheln!. Abgespannthelt gibt es
nicht, ein abgespannt aussehender Verkiufer 1st
keine Empfehlung fir ein Geschzift:..."“2

P

. In thls way Plnneberg and hiS§colleagues were subjected
to manlfold stresses by ‘their employers w1th no promlse
'of any beneflts in return. They suff%ifd from the pressures c

of the quota system ‘the- stress of keeplng up appearances

iand hldlng thew’en810n they felt, and flnally theadifflculties

L

ulKracauer D1e Ansestellten, p 33

u2Kle1ner Mann, pp._181 182 l ]V"n ,:_ } N fff _{ 
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of 1i§ing-on e meagre salary. Witn.this in mind, we can
"see’ that even in the stage of relative secufity life was by_
no means easy. . t .. o v
Pinneberg finally succumbs to these pressures. tHe
reaches his‘bfeaking-point and is Qismiesed from'Mandel‘s{
~ this time without the prospect of finding new'employment.
Willing to\wonk and having committed no'erime against
soeiety, he is nejected by his employers, representatiﬁes
of society. Pinrneberg has failed to live up to”fhe-
expecté?ions of7societyvbecause of the_harshne;s of the -

system 1mposed on hlm. | ] ": 8

| He suffers further frustratlon and humlllation at the

hands of the authorltles who deal w1th h1m as an unemployed K
person, aust as he nad done when trylng to claim thej'
nur31ng mother's bonus that was due to h1m and hls wife /
after the birth of their son. Even when society‘proffvses\
to be benevolent, the 1ndiv1dual flnds he has to ba_tle
( constantly with red tape, mugh to hlS frustration and’ {1
’ degradatlon Fallada-descrlbes with irony, and fot without~

a touch of bltterness, the way . in which a bur’aucratic

systemﬁcan>harass-the.lnd;v1dual. ' _"‘>, .;32‘ .
o \ | ‘v ' ’.' | ' -

) Also es ‘ist ein Brief, und es sifd zwei -

. sch¥ne Fragebogen, neiny keln ‘Geld, das Geld hat S
Zeit. -

. : Papler. Ein Brief. Zwei Fragebogen' Aber _11?-{"‘”
! sich einfach hinsetzen und die ausftillen? Q nein, -

" mein-Lieber, so einfach machen wir es dir nieht., - ..
Zuerst besorge dir einmal eine standesamtliche . - oy
Geburtsurkunde fiir."Kdssenzwecke", denn die i-" BN

;Krankenhausbeschelnlgung iber die. Geburt genﬂgt

< - . . .
, 4?,?; - L
L : L ‘
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uns natlrlich nicht. Dann unterschreibe die

Fragebogen und fillle sie hilbsch aus, es werden ‘da

zwar lauter Sachen gefragt, die wir alle schon

in unserer Kartothek haben, wieviel du verdienst,
~ wann du geboren bist und wo gu wohnst, aber ein

{Fragebogen ist immer hilbsch. _

fl

The authorities are not interested'in‘the persoa,Pihneberg

'but only in the rules. Here too he receives no humane

assistance froh society. |
Plnneberg ] flnal humiliation oceéurs. when he 1s pushed

off the pa&ement:by a policeman, - It is of great 81gn1flcance

that she is jostied off the Blrgersteig. - This indicafes that

ﬂ

he does not belong&to the accepted communlty any more; and

it is the final proof that he 18 no longer con31dered flt

to walk amongst the Urger. Tt 1s 51gn1flcant too, and 1t
cOnflrms Kraﬁauer ] comments on the: petlt bourge01s ;',

mentallty regardlng this p01nt that the decllne of Plnneberg 8
8001a1 status is accompanled By a deterloYation in his'°
phy31ca1 appearance, in hisadress. Pinneberg s final ~

social demlse 1s a direct result of hia wearing shabby and

threadbare clothing. _‘ -" ;  “‘;' v
| As for Bﬂchner s WOyzeck, so for the peti?ebpurgeois of

the twent1es and thlrties respectabllity was 1naxtricah1y -

bound up w1th4appearances. Equating virtue with pOsaesaions

»and appearance, Woyzeck says..j h- ‘z' Lo T

N

Ja, Herr Hauptmann; Qie ¢p nd -~ ich hab's noch nit i
s0.aus, Sehn Sie: wir’ geimeirfe-Leut, das hat kninc
Tugend, es kommt elnem nur sd die Natur; aber qun

0

R i e - . LR e

e'“3x1einer Manh pp. 176-177
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ich eln Herr wir und hitt eln' Hut urd eine Uhr

und eine schBne Anglaise und kdnnt vornehm reden,
1ch wollt schon tugendhaft sein. Es muB was Schines.
.sein um die Tugﬁﬂd Herr Hauptmann. Aber ich bin
ein armer Kerl!

Not only :;é\pnlioéﬁan equates dress. with respectablllty,

for Puttbreese had also made a derogatory remark about

: :Plnneberg s clothlng saying, "Machen Sie 81ch doch den -
Kragen ab...Das Ding ist ja ganz dreck;g. Uber'n Jahr
arbeitslos und 15uft noch mit 'hgﬁ}Gipsvefband. Solchen

ist wirklich nichﬁ éu helfen}"hs] It is,_ﬁO?eVér,}inNthe
1nc1dent with the pollceman,_(epfésehtative of law and

~order in the communlty, a representat1Ve of the: authorlties,v..a

that Pinneberg comes to a f‘ul".L reallzatlon of 815 -exclusmn

from that respectable communlty

©

...Plnneberg s1eht die Leute an. BlB an das SR
- Schaufenster stehen. die Leute, gutgekleidete Leute, DR
ordentliche Leute, verdienende Leute, =~ S
. Aber in‘der spiegelnden Scheibe des. Fensters LT
. steht noch einer, ein blasser Schemen, ohne Kragen, B
"mit schibigem Ulster, mit teerbeschmierter Hose. . -
Und pl8tzlich begreift Pinneberg alles, .
angesichts dieses Schupo, dieser ordentlichen
Leute, diesér blanken Scheibe begreift er, dak”
er drauBen ist, daB er hier nicht mehr hergehart,
~daB man ihn.zu Recht wegjagt: ausgerutscht
.'versunken, erledigt.  Ordnung und Sauberkeit. es
- war einmal. Arbeit. und sicheres Brot: es war -
einmal, VorwArtskommen und Hoffen: es war einmal.
Armut ist ‘nicht nur Elend, ‘Armut 2st. auch 'strag
wurdlg, Armut ist Makel, Armut heist Verd&chb 5

by
p 11&

WOxzeck, in Werke und Brlefa (Mﬂnchen. DTV; 197})

usKleiner Mann, P. 233. ‘,J," .

u6xleiner Mann, p. §3§
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'Willi Kufalt of Blechnagf'is already excluded from the
accepted communlty at the commencement of the novel, he is
;lready at odds w1th soc1ety. Although Kufalt must accept
the blame for 1031ng hls p031t10n in thls socjial’ set—up,
his story is StlIl a loglcal sequel to- Plnneberg s in that
Fallada now shows the 1mpos31b111ty of regalning one's '
'vformer status in the eyes of socrety, once 1t has been lost.;_:"
In thls case prlson life, llfe in an 1nst1tut10n of society,_:
has made Kufalt unflt for llfe 1n the normal communlty, it
~has made his rehabllltatlon a near 1mposslb111ty.»

t As an ex-prlsoner, Kufalt is d1sadvantaged in multi-
-farlous ways 'in the struggle to regaln hls social status.
hOvershadOW1ng all sugh attempts is his laok of” confldence
in hlmself h1s 1nab111ty to make declslonsg whlch is a |
Adlrect result of the ordered exlstence he led 1n prieon - an

-exlstence that was ordered for h1m and a life in which he :

- had no decls1ons to make. Kufalt is conscious of the effeot

N

that this has haa on him.» ..‘} RS .ff._,-“’,j

Er'ist ratlos. Es ist genau, wie wenn er reuskommen o
wird, Da sind auch so. v1e1e M8glichkeiten, und bei
. allen ist ein "Aber" dabei.  Man muf sich’ entscheiden
k6nnen, aber das eber kann er nicht. Wie soll er .
- auch? Die haben ihm doch hier 'fiinf Jghre lang jede
. Entsche1dung abgenommen: Die haben gesagt: "Prifife
." . 'und da hat. er gefresser, Die haben gesagt: "Geh gﬁ;»av;fe“
o -durch die TUr!" und dd ist.er durchgegangen, und = |
 "Schreib heute!" und da hat er heute seinen Briet
geschr1eben.“7( : R T |

""’_"7Bie1¢h;ié'gf,;p‘-! 15, 0 o

e




'associatlon with Hllde Harder, for 1nstance, he conceals
'.nthe fact th he is an ex-prisoner, knowing rull w01 '
.hé§ father would forbid their relationahip, if thi .
: ireached his ears. ~No~ amount of good—will on the
ﬂ;;Kufalt would be sufflclent to break down thiaibarriw

‘.viprejudice.‘-ﬁ*

. 82 °

&

v
e .

The security of prison-life is no preparétiOn’forvthe“
hardships of life outside,*espeCially in;timés when a'crisis
is testlng the viability of the 1nhabitants of a countﬁy in

general. Even the prison dlrector reallzes that Kufalt is

‘belng sent out into the world burdened w1th thls dlsadvantage:‘

Sle denken, Sie sind gesund. Sle denken, Sie h&ben~

- Ihre zwei Pensum gestrickt das geht .auch drauﬁen..
‘Aber hier hat Sie nichts abgelenkt ‘Kufalt, drauBen
kommen all die Sorgen und die Versuchungen. Sie
sind doch den»Umgang mit Menschen nicht mehr gewohnt.
Und dann die 'Kinos, in die «8ie . nicht durfen, und .
die Cafés, fir die Sie kein Geld haben. Das wird
alles schwer fgg Sle seln, Kufalt.- Das Schwere"
fﬁngt erst an. R :

Even 4if later Kufalt makes errors 1n iudgement which

.mean that a fair amount of the blame for hlS returning to

e
crime attaches 1tself to hlm, Fallada here criticizes a

' soc1ety whlch glVeS blrth to instltutlons that make men

1ncapab1e of 1ead1ng normal lives. This is not a humane :

,society, educatlng men. towards good, rather it excludes ';"'

)"

fsome of its members and destroys them.‘lg’ '~ﬁ}g} ;j.

The preJudlce of the ordinary cltizen he meets 18

~another burden that Kufalt has to cope with.v ih hia :ﬁ #..,

- ;__F_.é‘l lada, Blechnapt, pp. W7-if, =~ . -
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The secrecy and furtlveness to which Kufalt has to‘
resort to try and progress 1n splte of such hlndrances only
)Jeopardlze hls security and further debllltate th w111 to
bdo well, ‘A mlnor 1nc1dent can dlsrupt hfgrplans entirely.
This happens when he is falsely accused of steallng money‘
from a cllent As an ex- prlsoner he as‘a naéﬁral suspect
but even though he is 1nnocent of thls crlme he is punlshed
llndlrectly, as the offlcer in. charge of the case pays a |
VlSlt to the Harders, thereby brlnglng Kufaﬁt s past record
to llght and destroylng h1s new-found relationshlp w1th
kin11de. | N | o .

In splte of the fact that he had already p&ld for his
'1n1t1a1 crlme with.a term of 1mpr1sonment Kufalt 1s stlll
_..ysuspect to the m'thoritles and hfg fellow citizens a}ake..

. Thls susplclon,-as Fntimated ahove, tenﬂs to=protract tgé
. x-prlsoner s excluslon from the respectable community. o

Realizxng his inabllity to cope with life, Kufalt »efskjhfr
reverts to.crlme and finally returns to prlson. His j_: :j"
:exclu81on from the community takes place not Just on a 7
f.psychologlcal level as ‘with Pinneberg, but hiofasolation

115 physical too. Plnneberg was horrlried when he rda,iz“d**”

hls posltion, but Kufalt cn.the other hand is content.vfi
-__?"Hler hat man ganz seine Ruhe. Hler quatscht keiner aufgas
elnen los.ﬂ Hier braucht man nichts zZu beschlle&sn o

- hat man sich nicht so zusammenzunehmsn.ﬁgg He no- longdr

“9nxnnafp .
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wishes to battle with-society, but is happy to admit defeat
and live in exclusion ffom the reepectable communithf' | |
Imprisonment ie regarded.as-a refuge from the harshness of

_ the reality outside. As far as the‘priSOn~system-as’an
1nst1tution of soc1ety is concerned one certalnly cannot

"-maintain that it propagates humanitarian ideals._

‘Der Trinker is- probably the most personal document v
“that Fallada ever wrote, and 1t_1s therefore not-as_orientated-
. towards social criticism'ae the otherVnoVele’discussed here, "
Sommer s eet}angement from his W1fe his alcoholism and
hlS state of" mental henlth all reflect Fallada 8 81tuat10n
at that time.. HOWever the- complete lack of humanity reflects
" the tlmes in- which 1t was written, that is. 1n the 19&0'
;‘ - towards the end of the Hitler regime.
"} " Erwin Sommer, in his feelings of insecurity, bears
;o traits of the "little man", although he is the owner of a:
: smallibu81ness. He is in daﬂger of lasing the ravour Of
society and the\accepted oommunity, because hie businese is
N failing.f There 18 hbre 1mplicit criticism of the harahness
" ofa society which sets demands upen the individual and
"wh_ch reJects that 1nd1vidua1 when he f&lls Uo 1ive up-to;;j_ftﬁ

: 1t5 expectations.:.

to 8001&1 ills’f‘ii-lfj;7~’-

L.
T

3 LR A N ! e !-‘ :
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However we do still see. Sommer as an 1nd1v1dual at
odds w1th soclety. There is now no de51re 1n the individual
to comply with s001etyfs demands. Sommer 8 flnal 1solatlon
entalls, like Kufalt's, 1nternment in an instltutlon but
- Sommer goes one. step further in his longlng for death as a
total release. This is the most rad1ca1 reJectlon of a-: life
subJected to soc1a1 dlctates to be found in Fallada s works.“
Abrams' deflnltlon of humanism reads that it "1nslsted
on. the prlmacy of reason (con31dered the dlstlnctlvely human‘ 

/
faculty), as opposed to the 1nst1nctua1 appetltes and the

-

»'anlmal' pas31ons in. orderlng human llfe."5 The v1ew |
presented by Fallada is that soclety has forced the "llttle
man" to revert to "anlmal" pass1ons or 1nst1nctual behaV1ourf

1n the f1na1 1nstance, he. reacts w1th pa581on rather than

",‘reason.

'f_Rlnehart

In the last three,novels dlscussed here the main -
'characters all react to thelr f1na1 defeat by taklng recourse-tgf
V'to some sort of an1ma1 or 1nst1nctua1 behav;our Q#For -
b.}Plnneberg there is no hope left but the an1ma1 warmth he.
shares with Lammchen and the comfort he’ recelves from her._ff‘A:”

‘Kufalt too returns w1t relief to the comfort of the cell

“as ‘a wounded an1ma1 "turns to its lair, but nOt without

':Yflrst hurting othei: 1n an animallstlc fury, to alleviate

"the hurt whlch society had 1nflicted onThlm,5 And finally

N

.Av'a,

5 R ——
A Glossar of Literar T rms (New York Holﬁ‘ﬂ.
EHE'W'Egton, 19T ' “‘_,ﬂsyg;“_,éh. i
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Sommer, interned in a~mental asylum has a blind longing ’
for death, a de81re flred by pa351on and not reason. |
Soc1ety, therefore, in leadlng’lnd1v1duals 1neV1tably
to~thls "animal® despalr, does not propagate~humanlst1c
,1deals, but helps destroy them, by destroylng man S w1ll
or ablllty to ex1st accordlng to the prevalent 8001al mores. ju
,The struggle to ex1st precludes all str1v1ng after hlgher B
1goa1s.- From the tendency towards 1ncreased pe331mlsm in
_these works it becomes clear that Fallada is descrlblng _h
the decllne of humanlstlc 1deallsm 1n the relatlonshlp
betw&em?the 1nd1v1dual and soclety | )
o Even though soc1ety may not pursue such altrulstic ff
_ aims, however we.must st111 ask ourselves why the small o
d‘s‘oman s0 eaﬁily fell prey to the harshness of soclety.‘ Thﬁsz‘f
ibrlngs us to a- dlscu351on of the relatlonehip betneen f“ :

-‘1nd1vilual and 1nd1v1dua1.



' CHAPTER IV
' THE RELATIONSHIP AND ATTITUDES BETWEEN INDIVIDUALS

The preceding chapter discussed the "1itt1e man" in -
his dealings.wlth those in authority over him. This we

could call.hisv“public" 1ife. _But what of his home‘life‘and‘
- his relationship with his peers° In an examlnatlon of#these‘
- we naturally see the effects that h1s confrontatlons w1th
‘SOC1ety have on his prlvate llfe, but we also become aware
of elements in the small man s way of thlnklng that make

ehlm easy prey fcr an exp101tative system.}” L .‘l

| “%he maln reason why tﬂe pet!t bourge01s are so helpless
rln their deallngs W1th s001ety is because they have no o
SOlldarlty as a class. They cannot organlze themselves to

$

work as a group, 80 they doLnot~have the strength of numbers '
' yln any ccnfrontatlon w1th those 1in authority over them. ‘3

j‘Thls 31tuatlon dates back to post WOrld War 1 Germany, asﬁ  f~
Shown in WOlf unter wolfen. :In a passage to whic? Tlnsley

. o
also draws attentlonl, WOlfgang Pagel reJects voﬁFStudma

‘hoffer to help,~glv1ng the reason that once they had fought

_:for a common cause and could expect help and cooperaticn,

A .
‘ N

. but now every. indifiduel g g4 d"af g btmselts / e

&

e 1"Hans Pallada's. ancept 8o ehe Nature,of the . /|
vv\;'thtle Man'" (DlSS., %ulane Qgiversiﬁy. 1965), P Gz;j'




Warum wollen Sie sich nicht von uns-helfen
lassen, Pagel° fragte der Oberleutnant w1eder.

LEX 3N

 Vielleicht kénnen wir Ihnen raten, fuhr er
mit sanfter, aber eindrlngllcher Uberredung fort.
Besser wire noch, wenn wir Ihnen irgendwie tat- 4
kriftig helfen kdnnten, Pagel, sagte er sehr. eindring-
lich,. Als wir damals auf Tetelmdnde vorgingen,
flelen Sie mit dem Maschinengewehr hin., Sie haben
gich nicht einen Augenblick besonnen, meine Hilfe
anzunehmen. - Warum soll in Berlin nlcht gelten, was (

in Kurland galt --?
) Weil, sagte Pagel fiﬁster, wir damals fﬂr

. eine Sache k&impften. Heute kampft Jeder filr 81ch v
aIEein -~ und. gegen alle.2 R , :

With these feﬁ wofds Qttered by the young Pagel_FalladafA?
characterizes the prevaient-atsiﬁude of.the times; Tho -
.objective observeﬁ would perhaps re301n that: the lower L
f-classes did f@ fact have a common cause, i e, to fight

.against systems that oppressed them but _ |

these people were 51mp1y not Well enoagh organized
_to function as a class. _The members of the petit-bourge0181e ‘
felt no affinity to any specific organization, they were |

.not committed to any 1deology. In their, struggle to maintaln |

o

La respectable existence they relt that there was no One to j, ;
whom - they could turn for support that each individual had
to Uhttle through life "fdr 31ch allein" That this

,1.-'“

-ultimately meané;he would also have to fight "gegen alle" '1 5}
. o Li o -
:1s a natural consequence whioh W111 be diacussed later. _fﬁflwf

o - Hans Faliada, w°1f unter o} fe ,
.f1952), P 229 P ﬁ_i__ﬂ?

L S
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'y Kracauer emphasizes the unstable position of the

Angestellten, typical of the lower mlddle class, by draw1ng

g%tentlon to the contrast between them and the worklng
class, Members of the worklng class had a widespread belief
ﬂin a certain ideology to unite them, Referring to ‘this,

: Kracauer summarlzes the domlnant psychologlcal cllmate of

ft%e Angestellten as follows._

" Die Masse der Angestellten unterscheldet 31ch vom
- Arbeiter- Proletarlat darin, daR sie gelstlg T
.obdachlos ist. Zu den Genossen kann sie vorlauflg
nieht hinfinden, ‘und das Haus der: bﬂrgerllchen :
_Begr}ffe und Geflthle, das sie bewohnt hat, ist
Ny eingestirzt, weil ihm durch die wirtschaftliche
.../ Entwicklung die Fundamente entzogen worden sind,
"“a’ Sie lebt gegenwartlg ohne eine Lehre, zu der sie
-t aufbllcken, ohne ein Zlel das sie erfragen _&
.« kbnnte.3 e L

[y

_Notiohlyvpeqtiical uncertalnty is respon31blé for the

: t1ack of organlzatlon of the petit bour360181e ‘a8 p class, -

thWever, and Kracauer plnp01nts other elementa of the :
psychologlcal/mahe-up of the Angestellten that 87rVe only o

to dlmlnlsh any feellngs of" solidar1ty.~

. E) . - R ‘..' -

A Die im burgerllchen Deutschland ausgepr&gte R RRTER T )
» . Sucht; sich:durch irgendeinen Rang von der Menge' S
. - abzuheben, duch wenn er nur eingebildet ist, o
© . ' _erschwert. den ‘Zusammenhalt unter den. Angestellten AR
'selber. ' Sie 8ind aufeinander angewiesen und - \gi';-q N
- -m8ehten sich voneinander*sondern... Schon die DRI
, untersten Angestelltengruppen behandelg sich 30,
‘-iala se‘an sie durch Welten geschie en.

i

“* L
-

oy 3Die A restelltenvaus d m neuesten Deutsehland,“
v_(FrankT“'t“am Malni Sdeletuts ‘*Tg £5 B b ST

uKracauer Dle gg stellten, p. 108. ;y‘v5f7f:

n,'
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Kracauer continues to give an examplé of such vanity, saying, -
"dak sich die Expedientin eines Warenhauses himmelhoch _\

ihrer Kollegin Uberlegen diinkt, die nur die Verbindung

zwischen Lager ulg Warenausgabe herzustellen hat."_5

Several facets of the lower middle class situation and

L4

of the contfésﬁ.between them and the wquing class are ~
revealed .in the.ihterview that Pinneberg has with his |
future father-in-law Herr MSrschel. The episode contrasts
.the,pdlitical.decisiveness of the Arbeiter, and the_feeiing :
of solidarity this affdrds him,‘With thevinseéurity of the
Angestellten, the white collar workers. Emma:Mﬁrschel'

.

father outllnes and scathlngly cr1t101zes the dlsunlty of

the pet;t—bourge01s:

N .‘vl

"Ubersﬁunden," sagt Herr M8rschel- 1akon18ch.
~ . Und zu Pinneberg zwinkernd: "Sie machen doch auch

,manchmal Uberstunden, nicht wahr? i
‘ "Ja," sagt Pinneberg. ™Ziemligh: th L
| "Aber ohne Bezahlung --?" ' :
¢ "Leider. Der Chef sagt... PR .

Herrn MHrschel interessiert nlcht, was der -
Chef sagt. "Sehen Sie, darum wire mir ejn - '
‘Arbeiter fir meine Tochter 11eber. wenn meln Karl
"Uberstuga f macht, kriegt er ‘'sie bezahlt."
T re Klelnholz sagt..;," beginnt Pinneberg
von ne%&;

die Arbeltgeber sagen, junger Mann,""f‘

P 2

erklirt H rr M8rschel, "das wissen wir lange.- Das;;"“'7v'*”

-interessiekt uns nlcht._ Was sie tun, das
" interessiept uns, Es glbt doch 'nen Tarlfvertrag
bei euch, ﬁas’" " B . :
"Ich glaube," sagt Pinneberg. B o
"Glaﬁbe ist Religionssache, damit hat ten .- ,
..iArbelter nascht zu tun.. Bestimmt gibt ‘es im. " @

T . .

s
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- Und da steht drin, daB Uberstunden bezahlt werden
miissen. Warumkrieg ich 'nen Schwiegersohn, dem
gie nicht bezahlt werden?"

Pinneberg zuckt die Achseln. . - i
#Weil ihr nicht organisiert seid, ihr A
Angestellten," erklirt ihm den Fall Herr MSrschel. = .
"Well kein Zusammenhang ist bei euch, keine ‘ -
Splidardit4t. Darum machen sie mit euch was sie
wollen," ‘ : ' ;

¢

- Herr Mbr§chel fhrther casté asperSions on'the lowgr ;
middlé cla;s because of théir aé&umptidm phatvthey were -
superior to the_.wcbbrkerszb "'Anga_lst'elltér,%;;nn ich so was &
hére,! sagt'MérSChél' "Ihf denkf,'ihr seid-Waé"Besseres als
wir Arbelter.'"7 Plnneberg denles thls, buf he does admlt
to having a dlfferent attltude to life, in effect to hav1ng
 bogrgeo1s aSplratlons "'Es geht doch nlcht nur ums Geld ' e
‘sagt Pinneberg. 'W1r denken doch auch anders als’ d1e melsten
Arbelter, w1r haben doch andere Bedﬂrfnlsse...Y"e Whilst ff

Plnneberg s words mlght not indicate a feeling of tuperlofity

 on his part they do betray the fact that the An'estellten

could not 1dent1fy vhemselves w1th the Arbeiter, a fact
: T e

wwwlch is well-documented in Kracauer's study.9 Unable to

’organlze their OWn defence, they could not turn to a better PR

6"

,:organlzed sectlon of the communlby to seek help and "

guldance there. 'j' V L \' '_', ; vvﬁf_ o

. . . Tp— - . " /;‘:‘: 4
6Hans Fallada Kleiner Mann, was nun?: (B
Hamburg. Rowohlt, 193’7, pg 1u 15._' e

7Kle_ger Mann, p 15
8K1einer Menn, p.. 15,

9D:Le Angestellten, pp. 109 116
Neoe ’0 .
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Tt must be mentioned at this p01nt that there was not
. ' B ! .
complete. unanimity amongst yhefmembefs,Of'the»working class .

C

either. Angry words éxchanged between M3rschel and ‘his son

§ Rndicato this
"Was heiBt siehst ddz" sagt Karl géllig zu .,
: seinem Vater. "Ein richtiger Bourgeocis ist mir
B _noch immer lieber als ihr Sozialfaschisten.
"Sozialfaschisten," antwortet deR Alte bose.
"Wer woh] ﬁauChlsquut du oowgetJunger'"
.~ 7 "Ma klar," sagt Karl, "ihr Panzerkreuzer=
¢ . helden.. . "10 - .
However, although there may havg been a certaim amount of
' [ I . . .
dissension amongst certain groups formed within-the working
- . L - . . Kl .
clasg"nevertheless each.gnoup had the strength'of conviction}
I
to ke ahle to nh00°9 a political partv, and -each group

GWJOVQd solldquty Wwithin itself.

Plnneberg S owgzpolltlcal uncertantv twnc$~of the attitude .

of the Angestellten in genéral, is reveaied 1n_a_00nversatlon.

.with Limmchen:

“,

"Naturllch werden sie was erleben," sagt
Plnneberg "Die melsten bei uns slnd Ja auch schon

" ‘Nazis.
: : "Danke'"‘oagt Lxmm'hen -"Ich welﬁ, was $
‘wir wihlen." . S L
_ e "Na -- und was?"Ko un sten?" : !
B "Naturllch."- : I .
""Das wqllen wir uns, fgc ‘mal lberlegen,” A Lo
sagt Plrneberg MIch mdchte-ja auch immer, aber =~ -

dann brlnge ich.es doch richt fertig. Vorlwuflg
haben wir ja noch elne Stellung, da 1st es ja
'ngch nicht notlg "1l C o

S

-y

O%1einer Menn, r. 16{% S o ST B

' 1;Kleinér Mann, p.. 1320 " . S
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Again Plnnwhnrq'r ‘ndecision is seen in relief against the
: . : » . L

= . N
\ dec1,lveneuu of L*mmchen, the daughter of working class
' . . . :

oarentr There are alfé ample ins tances in. Kleiner Mann

»of the ldck of solidarity amongst members of thc petit-

I3

bourgegisie.

When Pinneberg and his two colleagueé are threatened

. | C e D

. . . . S n s C . .
with dismissad by KlelnhOlz,.EJnneberg puts.into a¢tion a '
' Y _ o

~‘schene whereby the three employees would cooperate to outwit
Kleinholz, n °cnrme or1plnallv concelved by flmﬁchtn, who,
as the daurkter of a worVJng class CJUJzen, was u%eg~to
the concept of the solldarlty of ﬁellbw workers. ~Wha_t held
true for the working Qlass did not, however, necessarily
apply to the cetft HouP?“TISJG. When L! mmchen complaln°
that xlnneter~ q‘euld hqve exnoued the dlshoneoty oP hlS
'Qcolleague ?chul% Plnneberg replies: "So was tut man doch
nlcht unter Kollegen, L”mmchen,fl2 show1ng that he did. have
some ingtinct for ethical behav1our between colleagues
When he feels dlrectly threatened howeVer his resolve to
honour the agreement with Lauterbach and Schulz weakens,
his conqulon ‘and 1nde0151on are reflected in the haltlng
and questlon1nv phras l of- hlS thoughts. WWas soll 1ch nur
:ltunn-v?;‘#ch kann doch nicht.., AUni die anderq wurden es’

| ‘ b

bestimmt n{eht machen' Also —-9 Abler 1ch w1ll nlcht lumplgz |

> e

sein, 1ch w1ll mlch nlcht vor mlr schﬂmen mussen' -- Wenn,'
AT A | (w3
doch~Lemmchen‘da wire! Wennilch dle fragen'konnte!"

e L

é . @, .

l2K1e1ner;/Mann, p. 59 o A“;l'\ﬁv .
13 S '

Klelner Mann, p 65
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Finally not.only(Lnuterhach and Schulz ssoclate themse] veo

LY

: X
» from the scheme at the CPILlC&] moment, but Plnneberg too

. ) .. . .
1s ready to desert hls_eompanlons,-ln oﬁder to Save him-

- \

self: - , e
v . o .
- Er schaut 3uf‘ wie vom Donher geriihrk: "Und ich
: \\\\\\Qchse hate mit den anderen ehrenwdrtlich ausgemacht,
daB wir lkiindigen: awenn einer von uns gekiindigt
-wird., Und ich habe das selber angestiftet, ich

Idiot, ich Hbrnv1oh' Ich denke doch gar nlcht ,
' daran. Do qc%m{wﬁt une. ja eﬂnfach alle drel !

-

raus!"14

_ \ '
Th1s a&tempt et solidarlty and at carrylng out ant

~

organ1zed plan®turns out to be 1neffectual and of short
duratzon, pPOVlng M&rsched 's sceptlclsm(about the whlte
collar worker tor bef'ell founded. The fact ‘that thelr plan
fallskbecau e they do not have the mutual trust and e
confldence to carry it through is 1ed1cat1ve of the state
| of theepet1+'bourge0151e in general ) The 1n5g111ty of the
“small man to act 1n coopefatlon-w1th hlS peers makes hlm

) /
weak in hlS confrOntatlons w1th 5001ety

3

éa A natura1<progre551on of thlS 51tuat10n is that pass1ve

’ non cooperatgpn should develop 1nto aotual antagonlsm between
l P3

fellow workers Ev1dence of th;s is prov1ded by somg of
Plnneberg s colleagues .at, Mandei's store. As the employees

‘ are obllged to. work undet the Dsychologlcal straﬁ% of the

;

% quota{system,,%i: atmospﬂbre*of backbltlng and antagonlsm )

.’. gyOws;t_Rather an collaboratlng to allev1ate matters w1th

ST - —)

B3

l“KIeiner Méhn,_pf 655
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mutual Subport hach individual engages in"a Bitter Qtruggle

- for

sdrvjyal, which oTtpn involves se]f aqsertlog to the

detriment of his co]leagues. In the following scene

* between KeRler ahd Pinneberg KeBler says:

"Oh," ich bin fertig filr diesen Monat. ‘
Deswepien frage ‘ich Sie Yja gprade Ich wollte
Ihnen was anbieten." o e

'Pinneberg .st&ht utlll Er haft diesen Mann

" KeRler, diesen krlecherluchen, angebérischen Mann. ",

Fr haﬂt ihn so .sehr, daB er selbst Jetzt lein VWort

- an’ ihn riehten kann, keine Bitte- aqu‘p“PC}Pn mar.

Er sagt, nqch langor Pause: "Ma, da sind Sle Ja

fein raus. . .
"Ja, ich brauchp mich nlcht mehr. abuustrqmpeln.A

Tch brauch gar nichts zu verkaufen, diese zwg$ Tage,"

sagt Kef ]er otOlZ und ‘sieht Plnneberg uberlegen ‘

ooan.

R beSoﬁaet§<g Darum sagt er:."Bitte
Sie..."

'.Farben .‘ ' : :

. Und v1e11e1cht, v1ellﬂlcht k|tte Plnneberg
nun doch den.Mund aufgeban und ~ine Bitte ausgespr chen,
aber da geschieht es, daﬂ ein ﬁorr auf die-beidep”-
‘zugegénpon Vorm" o

"Wirden 2ig mir vielleicht ein hauSJake' _ :
zeiger? Ftwas recht Warmes, Praktisches. . Jer Preis
ist nncht s0 W1cht1g Aber vor allem dlS_Pete‘  :

'angesohen, ‘und D;nneberg meint sogagyf 1hn ganz -

chon, wenn. ‘ B
.

Aber - Kollege KeBTer f hrt. dazwischbn: "Ich T

. bitte sehr, mein jerr, wenn Siea sich dorthin bemuhen
wollen... Wir haben ausgezelchnete Hausjaketts in.

Flausqpstoffen, ganz gedeckte, diskrete Muster.-
Bitte sehr..." Pinneberg Sieht den- belden’nach, er
denkt , T M"Als6 FeRler ist fertlg und- nimmt mir. den
Kunﬁen weg, DPelolg 4ark wirén. es doch gewesen,

l_Kersler-...'rlq

w

‘Thls actlon on the part of Keﬁler can be regarded asi'

an 1nstance.of partlcular sp{;efulness All_thé‘employees‘

9

l."

':f.‘_‘ ": '.“A _1 . 

.
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" at Mandel's had, however, reacted in a similar way-to,the]
news of the quota system; all were ready to exploit each

_other: T Ly
o SR Ne ) - ‘
Unter der Devise "FEtte sach wer kann'" setzte ein
allgemeiner Sturm auf- e Kiufer ein, und mancher
 Kunde des Warenhawsed. Vandel war etwas Verwundert

wenn er, dufch die Herrenkonfektion: -wandelnd,

tiberdll 'blasse, fréundlich ververrte,;igyéhter

4

auftauchen sah: "Bitte, mein Herr, wol¥eén,Sie

nicht --2" » S

Es “hnelte stark einem Bordellgf¥fichen, . und
‘_Jeder.VerV tufer frohlockte, werm er dem Kollegen

}elnen‘~unden weggesrhnappt hatte., L o
Pinneberg konnte sich nicht ausschlleﬁen, . o
Pinneberg.mupte mltmachen 16 . . j/t

/. ] . . .
. [y . . .
. PO

The emplpyees regarded the1r worklng llves as a rat- race in j;“

.

‘whloh only the flttest .or rather the most unscrupulous,:
could surv1ve. The methods used by the employers served-4
only to undermlne the already mlnlmal f%ellngs of solldarlty'
famongst thls sectlon of the working popblépe. a;erea;l . e
We can see already that the attltuq\i-of the employers
and those of. the employees comblned to- form~a\v1c1ods o :fs
" c1rcle. leen the lack of - organlzatlon of the lower mlddle :
:Ll&SS c1t1zens, Wthh prevents them from flghtlng the ‘
vssystem 1mposed on«them, that same system further allenates'>
‘-the petlt bour%eozs from each other, by maklngothe 1nd1v,1dual1
;.llfe such a struggletfor surv1val that he cannot cle rly

see. the advantage of coopfratlng w1th h1s peers, that he
has no t1me for altrulstlc o

4

thoughts. In other wordsa.the e

0

B N

“PKleiner Mann, p. 138. . . o 0T b
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"~b0ngPOJ” cannot flght the syst em because Lhey have

no solldarlty -whllst thelr very'chahces of abhieving such
solldarlty are ueverely undermlned by the system
The flnal blow of antagonism on the part or Plnneberg s

beer 1s dealt by thf officials he . meets in the 1nsurance

L/Acompany‘and 51m11ar1y at" the Labour Exchahge.- The p1t11ess,
. ' B ’ 4 [

h)

qnsympatheﬁicnattitode of the latter, reflected im”the way

<

that Pinheb-rg)has.tofrun "von'Pontius zu PiietuS“l7, sho&s',

that they- o'not‘rogard ﬁinneberg as.an-equal ‘buf rather' ‘

deem themsélves aFOVe nlw and presume to 51t 1n Judgement on

’

'him. ‘This remlnds us of the feellngs of superlorlty that

Kracauér attrlbuted to_the Angestellten Thls aspect of

-~

b'_the lower mldole clasgs mehtalﬁty is. 111ustrated more

~clearly w1th refereoce to Plnneberg S. v151t to the 1nsurance < N
. :

: companv Overawed by the 1mpres51veness and maJesty of the .
hY o

bulldlhg he enters, he comforts hlmself w1th ghe thought

that he 13 deallng w1th hlS peers, W1th fellow Angestellten

"Eln Trost fur Plnneberg, daB hlnter der Barre Angestellte
‘ . . A R
~’w1e er. 51tzen, Kdllegen gew1ssermaﬁen. Sonst konnte er P

- ja ganz Verzagt werden 1nm1tten dleser edlen Holzer und

1!18._

‘_Stelne._ However 1f Plnneberg expected help and sympathy

'v'from hlS peers who shoéld have understood hlS dlfflcultleSq ?'t
' ’he was to be dlsaop01nted ' The arrogance of the whlte

S L
iR collar worker who feels hlmself to be 1n a stronger p031t10n

P 1TKle:mer‘ Mann, p.:2f23' e o
l8K1e1ner' Manh,'o, 174,

l - y oL - B = L N
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ij%han he person he is de allng Wlth ~comes 1nto ev1dence,'/bku

’ : R

’and Plnneberg 18 treated 1n an offhand and totally dlslnterested

~ﬂfashlon- Fallada stresses thlS phenomenon by playlng On the,-'

Y

fact that Plnnﬁberg s "colle7guo" is éltthg béhlhd a rall

which constltutes a ohysmca barrler betWeen hlmgclf and-
his client' "Fln Jungep Mann 51tzt da, beruhigénﬁ offen;

nlcht abgesperrt“ nur én der andereqjueléf der ﬁar“e"lg :

- *
~and agaln lator""Aber bdlde sind Falnde, Todfelnde, denn.

elner oltzt hlntrr da Bgrr*ere und QQP andere "feh‘ davor

v

‘_Der eine w111 vias er fur geln Recht h i1t, aber»der andere s
.hﬂlt es’ fur elne Bel’stlgung "29. The barrler is. obYlOUSIy -

| _not Juqt of a phy51ca1 nature but of psychologlcal 1mport R
3.

N  ktoo, reflnctlng symbolvcally the attltudn of the petlt—

.bourgeon towdrds each o*her : Becauue *he Joung man is .

P

'fbehlnd the: barrler, and 50 feels that he can w1eld a

”-‘pcertaLp amount of power over Plnqeberg, he cannot 1dent1fy

‘2

hlmself w1th ms %hent and so he does not ﬁ,reat mm w1'ch :

. . . - . -

‘the respect due to an equal -'u ?_g A"Lzu ; ,;» iC‘. L -

75“;' Klelner Mamn dea&s spe01flca11y w1th the llfe of an

.;"'_ ' _,}
Ai:' Angestelltp ,)buf 1n the otheﬁ nov ls too we flnd 51m11ar ?
R | |
s examp]eg of’the tralts that have Jus

6 .. o

»been dlsgussed 5Tﬁel:“-_  J

)

< ;Saylnglthat there 1s ho honour amongst thleves holds true 15 

L for thE Secflon of the communlty tha‘ W1111 Kufalt pspresentsjy'ﬁ
A . v"‘ . . .'A;_j,. e .,« , : "l; v. .; ’ g .. o ., N ‘: R :
}).A“ ‘ ~‘ 19 L B 'r . ‘ ». A. , ' | v ' -( v I i '. i 7
< o T7Kleider.Mann, p. 174, e S L
o Redeiner Mann,ip, 175, T el



Here the-oft-repeatedbeatchphrase "Kippe Oder Lampen"

o . R ) RPN . . . ) ‘
“reflects. the prisoner's.readiness tocbetray hlS fellow

./'"

inmates, if Jt should be L0 hlS advantage to do so.. This

attitude,,however, also follows the ex- COthCt beyond the
confines- of the pr1s0n walls, where 1ndeed.he flnds that -
[

hlS attempts to form any sort of cooperatlve body with hlS
4 .

'OWn klnd a&e doomed to fall malnly because of a m“tual -\‘
lacle of  trust and moral support..-Eaeh is'mostjconcerned4 - fh
about his:own gain, even'to the detrdment‘offthefgroup)'and
so-1nev1tab1v to his own detrlment .£o0. B o ﬂ.

After formlﬁg an address wrltlng bu51ness of thelr ﬂy'v.'ﬂ~

'S

: own in the CltO Presto venture, the group members are qulck ;-._U
"tO'dlsband when faced w1th dlfflcultles Tt is only because

of their weakness and 1ack.of solldarlty that Marcetus and

’

_:Seléenzaof as representatlves of the authorltles, are able“; j

4

/

‘;to exerc1se so much 1nf1uence over them.‘ Kufalt'
o . .

.‘"colleagues" resent belng sub ected to them feellng that B
fthey are explodted by them but it 1s the1r Own lack of o

.SOlldaPlﬁy that makes them such easy prey for these people

N -’ o .
.and~the system they represent

o

: From thlS dlscuSS1on of the'Small man%" relatlonshlp

te

‘ gpth h1s peers Ln the WOPklnb world 1t becomes c>b\z:Lous"l

O

oﬁfthat the 1ack of altrulsm already dlscussed was not restrlcted'u{-
L to the elements of 3001ety that had some power over the |

'Af10WeP mlddle class._ Amongst the membersqof thls class, gf
: . . . “e. - .ot . N ; F— ) e
~too there 1§ a pronounced wanlng of humanlstlc 1deals, be [N

S N



of the communlty

this caused by the hardships imposed on them or by the
u(?

o/
unfow*una‘e tendency of: the petit- bourge01° to Jgnore the:

poseLtllltle ¢l long- torm developments to put h;svown.;

>

v

porsonal 1nterest:\2nq immediate needs before the inteérests
N i . N . ‘ "

Plnneberg's thoughts in a moment of panic Peflect the

KN .-

only area of llfe where Fallada could . st111 see hope and

n

_comfort for the ordlnary man "Wenn doch Lammchen da- w*re'

Wenn 1ch d1e fra#%n konnte'"zl Lacklng support from his

"fellow workers, sw1mm1ng in 1nde0151on hlmselﬁe he must .

'*,turn to someone in hls prlvate 11fe for help and encouragement

L  Th1s 1s,,howeVer, very much a reflectlon of Fallada 'S own

.')Q

'hls W1fe Suse

. Q

'sntuatlon at the tlme of wrltlng Klelner Mann, because he

' had just then found moral gupport hlmself 1n the form of

The famlly ds” not always a haven 1n Fallada S works,

as Ruth Romer p01nts out "D1e famlllenzerstorenden Elnflusse

cdes Kapltallsmus 51nd 1n Bauern, Bonzen und Bomben gapz

klar dargestellt In guten Zelten 1st Tredup e1n guter

Famlllenvater 1n schlechten eln schlechter "22

e P
., o

The attltude of CrlthS towards the "ﬂﬁylllc"'endlng

’ of Klelner Nann has been a d1v1ded one.» Some - see,lt as a .

21Kle1ner Mam, p 65 \ .<:~‘{‘ T

22“chhter des klelnburgerllchen Verfalls Vor zehn
Jahren starb - Hans Fallada," Neue deutsche theratur BT

v <1957> R R S T
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,great trlbute of I:‘allada S tp the power of famlly love that

can trlumph over all T11s.,.. Others see it as .an 1neffective'

~

-solutlon to those 1lls as an- escaplst element as an

-\

1ndlcatlon that Fallada himself d1d not know the answer to

et

wh

the question 1was nun?", and that he %herefore shrank awa

-

: 2o NS -
from the~ult1mate conclu51on the flnal destructlon of the
- .‘ N .

”"httle manﬁ’by palntlng an 1dy111c pgcture of a famlly’ '

,“llfe.to wh10h.the~troubled ﬁlttle mar" eould_take_refqgep‘ o
'l.Howe‘vep,“ espébiall’y in view of the fact that Fallada himself .

L { : -
* 'd1d réceive, thlS kJnd oﬁ/moral support we can’ Tay that he

was “in fact not offerlng a solutlon to the problems of the = -

day Fallada was not -an 1nterpreter of events, he 51mply

N3

descrlbed llfe as. he saw 1t : That marrlage and a family -

L

llfe are pot to be regarded as an answer to the"llttle

man@” problems 1s ev1dent, when one bears in- mlnd the faot

"that. Plnneberg s troubles really only started afteg be

~got marrled at the beglnnlng of the nowel,'and so hlS famlly'

reSpon51b111t1es 1n fact made hls llfe in the flrst 1nstance"
: fharder and not ea51er.f In the flnal 1nstance, however |

- an1ma1 warmth 1s the only thlng that the'llttle man has not'

*”b”en robbed of that the decllne of humanltarlanlsm has left f,,'

"Huntod‘hed : The return to the lamlly hearth does not solve

;V¥}fthe gxoblems of everyday llfe, but 1t certalnly remalns the

.gonly COmfortlng element in an otherw1se hard ex1stence.'lj S

. EERNERTY - .
S A oo

T
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. man

CONCLUSION L \

. ﬁ.J; Schueler calls Fallada a humanlst because he
oy . :
shdws such obvious sympathy w1th the plight of the "llttle

']K\Be that as it mayg however Fallada demonstrates in

\‘ \ '

. hlS noveis the lack of humanlstlc endeavour 1n the life of

these people,. both On thelr own part and on the part of

.

those in authorlty»over them

/ ' i o 50

The w1111ngness of soc1ety to exp101t these - people, o

/

comblned w1th their own Tack of solldarlty, served for

' Ve
some decades only to make llfe.a mere struggle for ex1stence

EVW1thout the hope_of developlng any better system, the_:

'/;n the llVeS Of the petlt bourg901s in Germany,‘affectlng ?f'“ o

"vpooperatlon whlch would have been necessary for thls was.,

/,

31mp1y mlsslng% As everyone concentrated on hlS own FEVAEEE A

/

,personal galn to.the exclu31on of an‘ hlgher and more -

- far s1ghted goals, only ruthlessness and 111 w1ll could o

grow sustalned by the desperate needlness of the tlmes. }

"h Fallada, offerlng no solutlon and ; outllnlng no pe551ble

future development of a mbre hopeful nature,*shOWS the

"déarth of humanlstlc 1nc11natlons, the deollne of alt@g}sm

/ /
/

f/

e

°

ot

all who were 1nvolved w1th thlS class, espec1a11y 1n the

years between the two World Wars.:fjcf

Other.German authors befef:

. '_._

'3fFa11ada haVe Crltlclzed

o the soc1a1 mores of thelr tlme too. Georg Buchner s

WOyzeck was a plea for a more humane treatment of the IOWer '

*.

lHans Fallada Humanlst and Soc;al Cr1t1c (The Hague,}(_‘_.7_;'

-k

-

. Baris: Fouton, Ta70), pp. LESTIT., T T e

ta

itTe
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velass in the three class society he‘ esented Thomas-hdﬂn
_‘comes/to mlhd as the poet of bourgeeis 5001ety (Burgertum)
~an§ the chrOnlcler of 1ts decllne but 1t 1$'Hans~Fallada
'who portrayed the 6POt10n of the communlty that - beIOnged to‘
.‘nelther of these Cﬁasses Dthe lower_mldd}e élass and 1ndeed
;_Qortrayed’them in'such a,wéy that;the "small man" cogld_)
Qgidentifyihihself with the chahggtérs in thelnovels héns

V Fallada wrote of the betlt bourge01s for the petlt bourgeo;s,
and Teft for us a documentation of the pllght these people

'suffered 1n the flPSt half of . the twentlet% century

[
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