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ABSTRACT

. -l
Th1spthe§1s exam1nes a var1ety of Alberta Hutter1te

popu]at1on character1st1cs as they ex1sted in 197]
order to determ1ne the recent pattern of - Hutter1te growth.
‘Growth of the Hutter1te popu)at1on depends pr1mar1]y upon_»
‘an ynusual fert111ty exper1ence, therefore emphas1s has”
.been p]aced in this study on the poss1b111ty of chang1ng
'-fert1]1ty patterns 2 ' '
' The data used to ana]yze Hutter1te popu]at1on
;character}sttcs or1g1nate from a request for a spec1a1 tabu-
j]at1on from .the ]971 Census of Canada. Estlmates of
fert]]]ty (crude b1rth rate, tota? fert111ty rate, and age-
‘spEC1f1c fertq11ty rates), morta11ty (crude death rate and
'1nfant morta11ty rate), marr1age (average age at marr1age)
and growth (rate of natura] 1ncrease) are derlved from the
‘census data In add1t1on, Hutterite character1st1cs such

as age d1str1but1on 1eve] of schooT'ng, 1anguage spoken at

home, and per1od of 1mm1grat1on are a]so exam1ned : The~“

,/

”results of the ana]ys1s of 19 1 A]berta/hutter1te data have,

been compared to data ,ollected by Eaton and: Mayer (1953),
'“who conducted an - extens1ve study of Hutter1te demography

“in 1950, L »‘ .

The resu]ts of the ana]ysws reveal s1gn1f1cant changesg

1n recent A]berta Hutter1te demography in the fo]]ow1ng

areas
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1. The Hutter1te crude b1rth rate has dec]1ned
"‘3_from a level of 45.9 in 1950 to 38 4 in 1971
The age spec1f1c fert1]1ty rates also dechned~
s1gn1f1cant1y in’ every fiwe-year age group'
'«between 20 ahd 49 years On]y the 15 19 year
4age spec1f1c rate 1ncreased
'thAs a resu]t of the 1ower b1rth rate tgere is
'xa 1esser proport1on of the tota] popu]at1on

betwee\\the ages of Q, and 5 years in 1971

A : compared to\1950

N\
\\

\ B . 3 }
2. The Hutter1te m@an age at marr1age has r1sen"

from 22 O years to 24 9 years for fema]es, g
and from 23 5 yeahs to 26. O years for ma]es

ubetween 1950 and 1971 L

o 31_Hutter1te fema]e morta11ty has decT1ned tocihe,
'fpo1nt where there are now more fema]es than

“‘males 1n the age groups over 40 whereas in

o i ;]950 ma]es outnumbered fema]es in the 1atter

[ ha]f of the age d1str1but1on o C >

-

‘_4,:The Hutter1te ‘rate of natura] 1ncrease has:

‘ ’decltned from 4? 5 1n 1950 th35 5 1in 1971

'In conc]us10n there is a br1ef‘d1scuss1on of poss1b1e;'
determinants of these changes, 1nc]ud1ng such poss1b1]1t1e57

as - the adopt1on of b]rth contr01 pract1ces, postponement

- "/‘ b

ey
o
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' of ma |
' rr1age to defer ch11dbear1ng, and 1ncreas1ng preva
lence of premar1ta1 sexua] re]at1ons
) ;
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CHAPTER T - E

I‘NTRQDUCVT,I_QN " \.' L
The past and present pattern of @rowth lof the

Hutter1te popu]at1on of North Amer1ca depends pr1mar11y on‘l
an unusual fert111ty exper1ence Morta71ty cond1t10ns _
oamong the Hutter1an Brethren are s1m11ar to those of the )
average Canad1an, amd due to certa1n re11 1ous preCepts 1t
s in essence a popu]at1on c]osed to m1grat1on therefore
!‘fert111ty performance 1s the major: d1st1ngu1sh1ng demo- -
fgraph1c feature of the Hutter1te popu]at1on | It 1s for
;th1s reason that the present study will attempt to’ mon1torQ‘h

_the course, of recent Hutter1te fert1]1ty performance, w1th

"emphasﬁs on, the poss1b111ty”@f chang1ng fert111ty patterns f

.Populat10nj§hstory f’d .a,~ :_:_.A\‘

The Hutter1te re11g1ous sect had 1ts or1g1nsv'nf

i | {4-
$w1tzer]and in. the ]6th centdryA nurwng ‘the refdﬁmat1on a
4%roup ber1ev1n% 1n adu]t baptism (subsefuent1y ca]]ed »ﬂ

£ "Anabapt1st") broke away from the. establ: shed churches A
1;Sw1ss group estab11shed an Anaoaot1st cnurch 1n Zur1ch 1n"

1525, Thewr be11efs 1nc1uded adult bapt1sm, thevseparation'
' of ‘true Christians from wor]d]y affa1rs, andqa be]ief'jn
':non res1stance - ';5 .ni. - ,‘i‘. . R
However, about th1s same t1me a m111tant group'of

nAnabaptISts 1ed the Peasants Revolt in Germany ' The revo1t

hY

'i ] e



,Anabapt1sts, m111tant or pac1f1st | Some of these peop]e

\
it

was crushed and resu]ted in: the persecut1on of a]]

S '

’f]ed to Morav1a, where under the eventua] 1eadersh1p of

: i ﬁgf(
uJacob Hutter, they pract1ced communa7 11v1ng Many of P

4

[

,Hutter s\br1nc1p1es are ehe bas1s for thevHutterlte 11fe 1n
ATberta today R 1“V_“~; A - l“._f

< 'ﬁ

S .The cont1nued persecut1on forced the "Hutter1te group”

o~

(the or1g:na] Morav1an Anabapt1sts) to move per1od1ca11y

'Between 1564 .and ]770 they 11ved 1n Morav1a, Huhgary

‘Transylvan1a, Wa1]ach1a (A]berta R@port 1972 1) In 1770

&>

-Cather1ne the Great of Russ1a extended an 1nv1tat1on to

" German sett]ers to sett]e un1mproved areas of Ru551a The ,

-

;7Hutter1tes took advantage of the offer and 11ved 1n Russ1a

'~;qu1te comfortab]y unt1] 1870. At that time the?h~m1]1tary

.}p]ace to tive., e ‘gn ‘ Qh B

exempt1on was w1thdrawn and they were forced to f1nd a new'

;

A Hutter1te de]egatlon trave]]ed to the Un1ted States

| gf1n 1873 and’ consu]ted wtth bothwra1lway &nd gowernme"temm g

¥

_offfc1a1§ Both groups ‘were anx1ous to !ave the Hutter1tes

_sett]e in the U S The Amer1cans were qu1ck to po1nt out

'the freedom of re11g1on guaranteed under the u. S const1tu-n

't1on, but they were not w1]11ng to. exempt the group from

._,m111tary serv1ce : However, 1t was, p01nted out to the

' de]egat1on that any requ1red m1]@tary service was h1gh1y

,un11ke]y for the next 50 years {;;berta Report, 1972 1)

—

By 1879 100 Hutter1te fam1]1es em1grated from Russ1a,
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g

to the U.S. settding in South pekota. About h~"f of this

group took advantage of the U.S. government S Homestead Act;

'Phh11e the other half estab11shed three coTonles Bon Homme,

, WOTftCreek and 01d E1m Spring.  The latter two colonies

are the parent gro“pe of aTT ATberta colonies.
Th1ngs went weTT for the U . Hutter1tes unt11 Horld

War I broke’ out in 1918 At th1s point they were again

,subgect to persecut1on for the1r non- part1c1pat1on in the

A

m111tary (ATberta Report TQTQ'T)
Between 19717 —and 1920 severa] Hutter1te groups moved
to Canada and estab11shed coTon1es in Manitoba and ATberta.

&
fn ATberta the Hutter1tes constitute two separate groups

4

The Dar1us Leut groups take their name from Darius WaTter,T"

‘orwg1na1 nine coTon1es, by 1964 Alberta had” 561c010n1e5'

-
{Lester, 1966:84).

their leader. The“Lehrer-Leut'groups take their name from
Jaoob wipf,fa teacher (from'which oCcupation the name of

the grouo is deriued) ’ The Darius- Leut group, formed seven'
co]on1es and seﬁt]ed near Rosebud Rockyford McLeoo,

Cardston, CayTey, and W1Tson S1d1ng (aTT in the southern

“ part of -the proy1nce). The Lehrer Leut group formed f1ve h

coTonies,'settTTng'near WOonord, Magrath, and RJ}Eanz

o

*

The number of coTon1es aTmost doubTed’1n the next

20 years, in part because some new members arr1ved from

_ South Dakota, but primarily because of the natura] 1ncrease

Qf the popuTat1on Peters (1965) reports that from an

e
Ve
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' J1n Append1x A.

.Hutter1tes appear1ng 1n that prov1nce in 1956 adgua1]y
0

Saskatehewan 3, andeanitoba 39. ‘The bopUTation increased

correspondingly (see TabTe 1-for details).

In a report of the Hutter1te Invest1gat1on Comm1tte
(1959) an exp]anat1oﬂ£}s given for the re]at1ve1y small -«
percentage 1ncrease of Alberta Hutter1tes (10. 47) between'
1951 and .1956. 1; is assumed that the 377 Saskatchewan
emigrated frc A1berta some time during the per1 1951 to'
]956: This =« umpt1on is strengthened by the fact that no

i3

Hutterites.were recorded in Saskatchewan Tn;1951. There-A
T ’ : : ‘

'fore these figutes’were added to the 1956 A]berta population

N
"
~—

to show what the increase would have been had the co]on1sts

.not 1eft Alberta. A comptete Tist of the Hutter1te co]on1es_

1n Alberta as well.as the1r popu]at1ons, as of 1964 is given

It must also be noted'}hat although the Hutter1te

growth, 1951-56, (19. 5%) 1s/ver similar to that of the. - =

S

~.province as a who]e (19 6%); one yay note that the Hutter1te’

~increase is so]e]y from natura] 1ncrease Albersg S growth

Qbetween,1951 and 1956, and 4

has ar add1t1ona1 m1grat1on component Between 1951 and
LS
]956 about 34 17 of A]berta s total growtb can be attr1-

nbuteﬁ to m1grat1on For the per1od4ﬁ956 to 1971 the f1gure

1s about 23.9% (Canada=Yearbook 1973 709)

At the rate the Hutter1te popu]atwons 1n Al@erta and .

Saskatchewan were grow1ng (ao§r0x1mate1y 3 9% per year o

%_per‘year betweeg 1956 and.h
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']964) they_wod]d-doub]e in size in about¥18 years. However,
as can be seen from the 1971 figures this in fact did not |
.happen becamse the rate of growth dropped s1gn1f1cant1y
between 1964 ‘and 1971 ! |

Accord1ng to the 1959 Invest1gat1on Comm1ttee Report
there were a tota] of 392, 102 acres. he]d by 55 Hutter1te
colonies 1n A1berta in 1958, as well as an add1t1ona1
‘ 3,423 acres held.by 1nd1v1dua1s, The average for each
v co]ony was approx1mate1y 7, 200 acres (with vary1ng propor-
tions of this 1and being non-arable). Ut1]1z1ng an
est1mated total Hwtter1te popu]at1on of'S 000, the report

states the average co]ony was compr1sed of 90 persons In

' f1956 the Hutter1tes of A]berta apparent1y occup1ed 1ess‘

than 1% of all Alberta farm1and, a]though the land they d1d
.occupy was in the better soil zones (Lester, 1966:82).

f"In the early years of the Hutter1te expans1onlafter
their 1n1t1aT‘emlgratTon“to“kaerta between 1918 and.1922,
'there was 11tt1e concern expressed by the surround1ng
popu]at1on In fact, w1th the onset of the depression in
the 1930 s, the Hutter1te presence was actua11y welcomed
~ Because of. the1r se]f suff1c1ency, they were not as sevdre]y
.troubled by the depress1on and were-in fact\ab1e to” buy
,]and, pay the1r taxes and patron1ze local bus1nesses

-

'_(Peters, 1965 198) .

. N
/ ' However, w1thathe advent of WOrld War Lﬁ cond1t1ons

changed ~Farmers became anx1ous to expand the1r ho]d1ngs



>

‘because farming nes once again a brofitab]e business. To
do this they faced stiff COmpetition'from the Hutterites
_At the same time the Hutterites, as consc1ent1ous obJectors,
‘were refus1ng to Jo1n the m111tary service. Desp]te the |
'fact that Hutter1tes of military age were performing
,:a]ternative'eervices in forestry and pub]1c works pPOJeCt5; -
the surrounding commun1t1es were antagon1zed (Peters, |
._“1965198) ’ o
At th1s po1nt in t1me legal restr1ct1ons were p]aced
»65 Hutter1tes who wished to purchase land. In 1947 the
Alberta government 1mposed hthe.Communél Property Act" The.
Act specifically stateg that no Hutter1te co]ony cou]d
purchase or acqu1re 1and within 40 m11es of an ex1st1ng
colony. It a]so 11m1ted the number of acres of 1and a‘
coTony could ho{d to 6, 400 acres in Zone\1 (wh1ch cons1stedae
_.of the best'farmland), s11ght1y more in Zone 2, and yet
imore in Zone 3 (which is marg1na1 land). - The Act.ues
_s11ght1y modified in 1959, asia result of the InveStfgation t.
'.Commdtte§ Report.‘vIt was modified¢50'that more'co1onies_
m'were’a11OWed to buyl1and‘in some of the 1arger’municipa1ities.
As it worked & government comm1ttee would decide f--
whether an app11cat1on'to purchase new land wou]d be accepted
.or not | when a-farmer agreed w1th a group of Hutter1tes to f‘
se]] some ]and for a part1cu1ar pr1ce, the comm1ttee would |
ho]d a hear1ng at wh1ch both’ the buyer n.i'se11er had to be

present..,The directer of the commi ttee actually had the -

<
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;power to“permit'ot refuse@theltransaction. If the app11ca-
.tion was refused, the purchas1ng party cou]d appea] the
decision after a year. (Gross, 1965: 147).

Later, pub11c object1on to Hutter1te expans1on'
centered around the 1dea that Hutter1tes depr1me their
‘ch11dren of an adequate educat1on by. 1so]at1ng them and
educat1ng them themselves. Peters \1965 67) fee]s that

E th1s ‘type of antagon1sm and comp1a1nt is mere1y a symptom

\&\

: of a 1arger prob]em wh1ch has‘dexé]oped pr1mar11y becausex
of a chang1ng pattern of rural 11fe, a deve]opment for
‘which the Hutter1tes are not respons1b1e Ihe same jidea
was discussed in the A1berta 1972 Se]ect Comm1ttee Report;’.
The process of changekinyolves the 1ntroduct1on of modern
techno]ogy .to the farm1ng 1ndustry and the subsequent
»threat ‘to the ex1stence of the sma11 farmer.

S1nce l931 there has been a marked dec11ne in the
lprov1nce.s nural farm popu]at1on L‘The s1ze of farms
lncreased and according ‘to Peters, the farmer began to.
have more Teisure as a resu]t of 1ncreased mechan1zat1on '
"The traditional community soc1als and sports events were ;(%~’

@

 to some . extent rep]aced by commerCJal_enterta1nment . \ g

, (Peters, 1965:67). As roads 1mproved cars enabled: the

farmer to have easy ‘access to 1arger bus1ness and commerc1a1
centres : Sma11er towns suffered econom1ca11y -
Th1s movement towards farm conso11dat1on and the'

resu]tant d1s1ntegrat1on of older commun1t1es threatened the:"



"old way of 1ife" of many frustrated farmers -The

Hutter1tes, because of the]r vo]untary 1so]at1on and unusua]

appearance ‘were often identified as the causg of the pro-

‘blem (Peters, 1965: 67) . o oo

However, desp1te these fee]1ngs of many rura]
res1dents of Alberta, the prov1nc1a1 government abandoned

the Communa] Property Act 1ﬁm1972 when it was found in

o
o

conf]1j7 w1th the A]berta 81]1 of R1ghts

Previous Research

/

Recent research on the Hutterites ig 11m1ted and ‘most

of what is ava11ab]e was puﬁ]1shed in the ear1y>1950 s or

1960 s During that time several_stud1es werebconducted v

hby Eaton, et a]-'(1953 1955, and 1952), . Peters (1965),

and Cook (1954) on var1ous aspects of the: Un%ted States-

,ﬂdHutter1tes

In‘the'meantime, a handfu] of stud1es were comp]eted

'on the Canad1an Hutter1te s1tuat1on (Lester 196]
- 'Peter, ]965,,Gross, 19555 Prov1nce of A1berta, 1959 and
\5‘ | - ‘ ’
“Prov1nce&of A]berta’ ]972) v None of ‘these 1nvest1gat1ons

)

B have had a specific demograph1c focus

The maJor1ty of the work on Hutter1tes (Canadian or .

Amervcan) has had a cu]tura] focus although there- have a]so

_been some w1th a b1o]og1ca1 focus Of all the research h

'dea11ng w1th Hutter1tes to date, only two stud1es have

dea]t rather exclus1ve1y and 1n deta11 with Hutter1te

9-). :
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vdemograph1c character1st1cs Eaton and Mayer (1953* and
Robert Cook 1954) both prov1de a comp]ete popu]at1on LT
-prof11e of the Uni'ted” States and the Canad1an Hutter1tes
Eaton and Mayer describe the relevant. c1rcumstances

surround1ng the stab]e pattern of rapid growth of the
Hutterite popu]atnon-1n the U.S. and Canada. They descr1be

, severa] soc1a1 psycho]oglgal>tendenc1es favour1ng the h1qh
‘ fert111ty, as well as factors tend1ng to ]ower Hutter1*e
.reproduct1on A]] of these- will be d1scussed ‘n more-

detail 1n the next chapter . The1r analysis of data prov1des"
1nformat1on On average family size, rate of popu]at1on q
"1ncrease,‘a§e and sex structure, morta11ty, and.popu]ation
'fert111ty, etc. | ) _
Robert Cook‘s researchutraoes HuZterite popu]ation

'growth from their arrival 1n South Dakota from Russ1a,jf'“5“

i)

A'between 1874 and 1877, go 1.950. H1s ana]ys1s 1nc1udes
' 1nformat1on on-b1rth rates, age and sex structure, com-
p]eted fam11y s1ze, morta11ty, and average age at marr1age

g For the most part Cook S work c]ose]y parallels that B
of Eaton and Mayer | o » o _ |

The government of the Prov1nce of h]berta 1tse1f has

undertaken two separate stud1es of the Hutterltes 1n A]berta
jIn 1959 there was the Rewort of the Hutter1te IﬁVest1gat1on
Comm1ttee This Comm1ttee stud1ed the Hutter]te s1tuat1on .
ffu]]y in terms of the then operat1ng Communal Property Act. ’

»However, the Comm1ttee d1d th undertake ‘an exam1nat1on of
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detai]ed demographic data, pr1mar11y because no separate
~figures had been kept of Hutter1#e reproductive rates by
the Bureau. of Vital Stat1st 7 In the absence of any data
'broken down by age sex groups, Lﬂt was 1myoss1b1e to develop
an accurate profile of the Hutter1te ‘population. '

, W1th the proposa] of the A1berta Bill of Rights“Act‘
in 1972, pressure was once again put on the provincial
'.government to re- examlne the Communa] Property Ack. The
1nvest1gat1on by a Se]ect Comm1ttee 1ed to the Report on
Communal Property in 1972 : Th1sSReport dealt with a]]

- aspects of Hutter1te 11fe (i.e., the1r cu]ture, economy,
: educat1ona] system, h1story, etc ); but agawn omitted a
popu]at1on profile due to a lack of data. 4

~Given the un1que demograph1c and cu]tura] character1s-
.‘tICS of the Hf%ter1te popu]at1on and the soc1a] forces
acting on 1t today, there is a need to know what changes
have occurred 1n Alberta Hutterite fam11y size, age and
sex d1str1but1on, and rate of popuTat1on 1ncrease~in the

last.ZO_years. This: thesis is directedbtoward'tha%‘end}



CHAPTER II
POPULATION GROWTH ANp CULTURE

e | Popu]ation Growth

"The Hutterite‘popu]ation is u

respects. It has‘grown'kapid]y in a fairly stable pattern -
. #‘\\..’ - ) R .

" the pfbvince'aé a whole, the hutterites are ;ubjeétwto
.-iﬁCreasfhg éxterng] breiéure fo} change..vFeW other popu- "
lations in thé‘world come as close tgo dup]iCatinQ a_fheOre-
_ticai stable popﬁTatTOn. Eaton and.Ma*ef report that
although a statfstical'mOde1 of a;ééable population has N
neve} been found_}n nature, the HutferitesA“qomé very c]bsé
fb,shOWing its_cha?aéferistiC§fa¥(19533249). They Substan-
,tiéte this With a presentatﬁon.of,popuiation pyramids in
which.théyldémonstrate approximately, similarly shaped
HUttéfite pyramids forvthe'decadés'1970 to 1950 (Eaton and
\Mayer;‘1953$216). Becausg the'HQtfefiié popufétiohgrqwth—
patterh is not cHaracterized by éyCIesblike those of most.
west%§p societiés;;wﬂere'economithdépressibns,‘wafé,'bf ’
other’factors influence pPopulation growth, the,Huttehite

-

Population may be used as .a "social Taboratory"..
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i . .
'mortalﬁtyzand fertility risks for many years. Such a
popu]at1on has an,unvary1ng age d1str1but.)n, 1ncreases at
a constant rate,- and has constant birth and death rates
4It was Lotka (19]1) who out11ned the 1dea that cont1nuat1on-
of a spec1f1ed morta11ty and fert1]1ty schedule wou]d 1ead
to an unchang1ng age d1str1but1on ca]led stab1e"‘ |

The stable age distribution js often c]ose]y approx1-

mated under the demograph1c cond1t1ons found in many under-"

deve]oped countr1es Th1s is referred to as a "qua51-stab1e
popu]at1on because it is characterized by steadily. fa111ng
mortality and constant fert111ty, rather than both constant\
fert111ty and morta11ty , _
Hutterite colonies are virtua11v'CIOSed to migration
‘(both in- and out- m1grat1on a(e neg11g1b1e although not
comp]ete]y absent) The Hutter1te popu]at1on has exper1enced
a re]at1ve1y 1ow morta11ty rate s1m11ar to that of the rest
of the . Un1ted States popu]at1on (Eaton “and Mayer, 1953: 280),
because they have taken advantage of the soph1st1cated
. med1ca] care that 1s ava11ab1e to most Amer1cans Last]y,
}the Hutter1tes have been known to ma1nta1n a cons1stent1y

.ih1gh ]eve] of fert111ty throughout the1r h1story, virtually

un1nf]uenced by any. form of birth contro] These attr1butesg‘

'fzcomb1ne to produce a popu]at1on experlenc1ng extremely rapid

:growth : Because the pattern of growth is re]at1ve1y stab]e,h

it fac111tates a compar;son of v1ta1 stat1st1cs of the group

over t1me, since the statistics .are always based on a
B

13
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population which despiteiits increase in numbers remains

’stab]e in proport1onate age and sex d1str1but1on

] .~

In any d1scuss1on of popu]atTon fecund1ty, there are &

- few popu]at10ns 1n wh1ch the ar X ‘number of births per

’,couple reaches seven Among populat1ons’whose members
.pract1se no form of b1rth contro] Freedman, whe]pton, and
Campbe]] (1959) report that the most pro11f1c are the |
Hutter1tes, w1th 10.4 blrths per coup]e, and some rura]
._French w1th 10 0 b1rths per coup]e ’ ",,. *;-‘1'

Jacques Henr1p1n (1950) did almore comp]ete study of
,rura] French Canad1an fert111ty He found that dur1ng the
seventeenth century French Canad1ans were mu]t1p1y1ng as
fast as Hutter1tes were in the 1950 s. ‘The. French Canad1an
F‘crude b1rth rate was 53.7 and the crude death rate 21. 5

<

_dur1ng the per1od 1681 .to 1720. The rate of natural . .

1ncrease was thus 32.2 per thousand popu]at1on wh1ch is .
‘lower than that of the Hutter1tes (reported by Eaton and
‘Mayer, 1953), a]though Hutter1tes d1d not equaT the h1gh
b1rth rate of the French Canad1ans dur1ng their peak

A very h1gh 1eve] of fert111ty c0nt1nued to character-
ize the. populat1on of - Quebec dur1ng the m1dd1e part of the
n1neteenth century, atter the cessat1on of " 1mm1grat1on and\
“'stab111zat1on of the populat1on structure The crude b1rthp
rate around the t1me of %he 1851 census, wh1ch prov1ded

© complete’ 1nformat1on on the age and sex compos1t1on of the

ipopu]at1on was about 50.. 0 (V1ncent and Henry, 1957)

~
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the1r study V]ncent and Henry were 1nterested in est1mat1ng
the poss1b1e rate o'f 1ncrease of a stab]e popu]at1dn =
character1zed by a comp]ete re]ease of\potent1a1 for pro-
creat10n as we11 as by ]ow morta?1ty

. . e ‘J -

S oa

The 18’80 Base]f’iné'- L

~1

~The first complete count of Hutter1tes in Nonth
Amer1ca was carr1ed o§t~dur1ng the 1880 Unhted Statesrh

popu]&t1on census A

!

. been 1n the U. S from three to-s1x-years»and were 11V1ng in

A

four co]onles o ‘ L »
'ﬁ'ton and Mayer (1953 210) report three outstand1ng
| features of the Huttertte popu]at1on as shown by the 4880 ,
census: d‘ | — '_ | " |
i}; the tota] number of naTes and fema]es were - s
.'near]y equa] (221 to 224) 1nd1cat1ng "the o

\ o
‘ Hutter1tes m1grated as roro]ete commun171es, ;

tqk{ng a]] fam11y members w1th them o
s /

2 i R
r-Z;'ﬂma]es outnumbered fema1es i ."all’age groups
”over 40. o . } |

- “i3. ba]most ha]f of the popu%at1on was undf
-\‘:>-, 15 years of age (47%), |

o

L 58
}rc-v\d" ‘ﬂ

/The next comp]ete and detam]ed count of the Northu

'T;‘“ [-v.T _ The 1&50 Benchmark 'i' .‘Af/t

Amer1can Hutter1te popu]at1on (Un1ted States and Canada)'

that t1me most ‘of the Hutter1tes hadV'

: 4].5.

o)



was carr1ed out by Eaton and Mayer in ]950 (Th%s was done
1n co- operat1on with the Hutter1tes and the1r e]ected
- 1eaders ) By ]950 - the or1gwna1 four co]on1es had- branched
out 1nto 93 c010n1es ]ocated 1n South Dakota, North Dakota,,
- Montana, A]berta; and Man1toba The deta11ed data co]]ected
| covered 80%(of the Hutter1te popu]at1on, that 1s,‘71 _
of 93 co10n1es (Eaton and Mayer, 1953 212) . The same three"
) outstand1ng features reported from the 1880 census were B
again reported in 1950. '} . \f;‘t _f o

The data co]]ected by Eaton and Mayer eventua]]y
' resulted in two. very c0mp]ete descr1pt10ns of the Hutter1te:
_d’soc1a1 biology (Eaton and Mayer, 1953; and Cook, 1954) '

5

These two, stud1es serve as - the on1y ava11ab1e po1nts of

' departure for detaw]ed compar1sod)of {resent A]berta
-Hutte ite- pogu]at1on character1st1cs \o -

| .Cook reported that from 443 Hutter1te5 who m1grated ”
©from Russ1a to South Dakota between 1874 and/7577\“the .

: popu1at1on 1ncreased over 19 fo]d number1ng 8 000" by 1950
(Cook ]954 98) Comparab]e crude- b1rth and death rates, o
‘has we]] as crude rates of naturaI\anrease, for Canada, the :
f'U S, aqd u. . Hutter1tes, are prov1ded in Tab]e 2 The'
| Hutter1te crude death rate of 4. 4 appears unusua11y 1ow
<Th1s phenomenon can probably best ‘be exp1a1ned 1n terms of

the re]at1ve]y h1gh Hutter1t A#hde b1rth ‘rate (45 9), and

‘ the subsequent youthfu]ness _the Hutter1te popu]at1on

, Peters (1965)‘reports that Hutter1te 11fe expectancy



TABLE 2

Crude Birth and Déath'Rafes, and Crude Rates of Natura]
‘Increase,,Canada, United States, and Hutterites, 1945-53

_ Crude rate of
e , _ , natural incredse
‘§ ‘Population. - Period ~ ¢cbr/000 cdr/000 - o
Hitterites . 1odg.5g 45.9 © 4.4, 81.5
United States  1949-51 5 4 . 43
Canada . q949:57 24.0  14.3 S 17 s

Source: Cook, (1954:98) and Carada Year Book,
' (1954 Table 1, p.178).»_, o

.(.-

—



:approximatesh%hat of the Canadian and Americun whfte popu-
lTation, | | | | | -
N |
In the early 1950's th. Hutter1te popu]at1on was
1ncreas1ngvat a rate of 4.1% per year (Eaton and‘Mayer,

- 1953:279), which means that it doub]ed every 16 years At :
that t1me and on the bas1s of Lhese growth patterns it was -
pred1cted there would ‘be ]2 600 Hutter1tes 1n the U.S. A
by 1960 (Eaton and Mayer, 1953:279)5 18,000 by 19705 and
~7o 000 by the year 2000 (Cook, 1954 97). | -
The re]at1ve youthfu]ness of the Hutter1te popu]at1on
| is exp1a1ned by the h1gh 1eve] of fert1]1ty The,popu]at1on
1s youthful 1in that a h1gh percentage (447) of‘the total |
popu]at1on is under the age of 15. Fhe h1gh b1rth rate
Creates successive waves of ch11dren who, dqg to favourab]e‘
morta11ty cond1t1ons, surv1ve to reproductive ages and 1n
'the1r turn prov1de for constant expans1on through the1r own’
'fert111ty Performance o L o ;? .

A" 1cugh adu]t Hutter1tes tend to "11ve a 1ong t1me,
,they are perpetua]]y outnumbered by success1ve and 1ncreas—

ing waies of ch11dren, most of whom surv1ve, (Eaton and-rl
:Mayer, 1953:279-280). In 1950, 51% of all Hutterttes were
under 15 years.of age, 39% were in the reproduct1ve ages'

15- 44, and 10% were over 45 years of age, (Cook ‘1954)

' Cook reports that there seems to have been a s11ght

1nerease ln comp]eted fam11y size between ]880 and ]950

;f(1954 ]00).t women Just past.thear oh1]dbearing years

Q

e q
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a high degree of risk of pr

19
averaged s]1ght1y more children than older women Kthat is,
]0 9 childien for women aged 45-49. years; ang;9 f ch1]dren
for those aged 70 74) He ‘attributes the 1ncrease pr1mar11y
to improved med1ca1 care, which would reduce the 1nc1dence “
of prenatal, 1nfant and materna]l morta11ty More women woudd

haVe surv1ved the r1gors of many pregnanc1es and‘thereby be .

“In 1950, the average marr1age age for Hutter1te women

‘was. 22.0, for'men 23. 5 for the- U.s. 20.5 for women, and

23. 6 for men at first marr1age " (Cook, ]954 103) -
re]atlvely higher age at - marriage fop Huttethes acts as a

major factor in. reduc1ng tota] fert111ty ’This tierd is 3

wCookvalsorreports that in 1950 approximately 967 of

: Hutter1te men and 86% of the women be;ween the ages of 30

and 34 were current]y marr1ed - Among those 45 years of age

1

-and over, 99 49 of the men and 98.7%. of the women were or

}'had been married (Cook ]Qiz 103). These f1gures*ﬁnd1cate.

gnancy the popu]at1on is ‘expose |

‘“to when no methods of birth control are used \

Record Tevels of fert1]1ty were Y orded by Cool for:
Hutter1tes in every age- spec1f1c category except tra 15-19
group ' The lTow b1rth rate of the teenage group w s main- "

2 . .
tained by the oroh1b1t1on of pre marata] sexua] retations

o
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‘and the postponement of marr1age until adu]t éapt1sm In -
accordance w1th these Strict re]1g1ous doctr1nes, he re-
'ported a low incidence of 1]1eg1t1mate births (10 such
births hetween 1874 and 1950, Cool 1954:100). 'In fact,
the re]at1ve]y late marr1ages among Hutter1tes reduce the1r
'b1rth rate cons1derab]x below its theoret1ca11y poss1b1e
'leve] when it is recogn1zed that 70 per thousand fema]es
in Canada and the U.S. in -the., age’ group 15-19 gave b1r+h
whereas among Hutter1tes 1t.wa5»onPy-]2~per thousand

| (Peters, 1955). S

| Desp1te the1r unusual fert111ty performan@e, |
'eHutterrtes tend to exper1ence s1m11ar~m0rta1ity condittons
to the rest of the: North American popu]at1on Cook reports
“that a]though the Hutter1te crudz death rate of 4.4 per
thousand between 1941 and 1950 was much lTower than that of -
the u.s. 1n11950 (9.Q;per thousand) th1s is a]most ent1re1y
due to the tact that over hal of the Hutter1te popu1at1on
was Under 15 years of age (Cook 1954: 100)

It is 1nterest1ng to note however, that Hutter1te
'.Hemale morta]1ty was h1gher than Hutter1te ma]e morta11ty,
which 1s contrary to- cond1t1ons in the “larger . North Amer1can
_populat1on~ Cook found that fema]e morta11ty uas consis-
:tently h1gher than that of Males 1n every age group, except
ch1§gren under 15 and ‘adults over 60 (Cook 1954 101) Thﬁs_.
un1que aspect of Hutter1te morta11ty is probably a’ con-v :

sequence of the reproductive experience of HutterIte fema]es,

| Eaton and Mayer explain the phenomenon by say1ng that



e
although few Hutterite women die during pregnancy or ch11d-.

”b1rth it 1s ]1ke1y that frequent child bearing 1owers
~the1r re51stance to morb1d1ty (]953'280) However, as yet

“the real re]at1onsh1p between fert111ty and morta11ty s

cnot clear.
o Culture ,
~-The maJor d1st1ngu1sh1ng re]1g1ous be]1efs of the " jﬁ?

L.

Huttermtes are: .
1. community ofléoods;
.52.‘non—reSistance; _ |
3. bapt1sm only by profess1on of fa1th (to matuqe
- adults who have demonstrated a sat1sfactory |
understand1ng of theﬁhutter1te creed),_and
4. a refusa] to take oaths and hold pub11c off1ce.

Within each co]ony there is’ a Preacher, who takes

care of the sp1r1tua1 needs of the members, and a Wirt -

“(manager), who takes care of the commynity's econpm1c»

S
affairs. "The Preacher is chosen by 1ot whereas the W1rt 1s

elected. (Only the adult ma]es of .the co]ony are a]]owed
.to vOte;)b Both leaders are ass1sted by an e]ected body of

:ﬁders;fusua]ﬁy five in number (Lester, 1966 84)

o Under the W1rt are severa] sub managers who are .

responSib]e-for‘spec1f1c tasks or d1fferent branches 1n the

product1ve system (such as car1ng for the ch1ckens, cows, .

or gra1n product1on) These sub- managers superv1se the :

mproduct1ve process to ensdre “that Hutter1te norms of



"thrtftiness and?dil1gence" are ma1nta1ned (P ters, 1956 28)
The women are organ1zed 1n a s1m11ar fash1on*but for
d1fferent types of work ThEy are concerned pr1mar11y w1th
.domest1c dut1es such as supervision of k1ndergarten, nurs1ng3
.car1ng for _the aged, cook1ng and c]ean1ng However,'some
women are 1nvo]ved 1n other branches of the productive
system'such as weaving" and agr1cu]tura1 work (Peters, ]965:555:
Each colony tries to be se1f~suff1c1ent and produce
most - “he things necessary for da11y living. ~To do. th1s,
-they ut1]1ze the most moJern equ1pment avax]ab]e Dur1ng
fthe process of sbuying equ1pment and se111ng surp]us proﬁuce,
the Hutter1tes are constant]y brought into contact “with the

"outside wor]d : The nature of théir agr1cu1tura1 operat1on |
makes 1t 1mposs1b1e for them to. rema1n comp1ete1y 1so]ated |
a]though they do try to. keep these outs1de contacts to a
minimum (Lestergﬁ 1966:84).

’ This. Hutter1te ‘social systém has severa1 eharacter1s-x
tics wh1ch encourage high 1eve15 of fert111ty Eaton and
7Mayer (1968 279~ 283) out]1ne these factors _

1. The 1eve] of Hutter1te fert111ty had been‘

_v1rtua1]y un1nf1uenced by any form of b1rth »

.contro],%because such pract1ces are cons1dered

sinful. 1In add1twon, Hutter1tes have always

.cons1dered having: ch1]dren a Joy



. .their va]ues of strong mutua] support and
\ group}cohes1veness, the Hutterites guarantee

economic support to aJ] families. Th1s

2. Through their system of‘communal property and

lessens the finaneial burden of a large family.

3. Their re]atively‘recent mi}ration to No. th

America prOVides~them7with access to excellent

medical care,-which they were quite Wi]ling:
to use and pay for' Th1s a]]ows_fOr a high
~L

degree of reproduct1ve eff1c1ency, 1n that

both 1nfant and materna] morta]1ty are 1ow

4, Marriage is virtua]ly‘uniVersal in the‘Hutteri
popu1atibn, expos1ng a large: proport1on of the
v Ifema]e popu]at1on to the r1sk of ch11dbear1ng

dur1ng their 11fet1me

5.:Because there7is reTativeiy Tittle inter- E
‘colony m1grat1on or trave], mar1tal separat1on
is m1n1ma1 ’ There is a]so very Tittle: d1vorce
This means that husband and wife are rare]y
5separated dur1ng ‘the fert11e per1od-ﬁso there.
is v1rtua11y no time when a marr1ed woman.is

g>' not exposed to the r1sk of pregnancy Cot

te

A]] of the above factors have been termed “"inter--

med1ate var1ab1es" by Dav1s and Blake (1956 221- 235)

[
N

23

These - -
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\
.var1ab1es represent means of fertility control wh1ch\%ome

‘between the social norms regard1ng fam1]y s1ze and actua]
fert111ty | :

In combination, the above factors contribute to
rea]ization of high.levels of ferti]ity However, it should
'nbe noted that many of them are not un1que to the Hutter1te
‘popu1at1on ‘Most of Nonth Amer1ca has s1m1]ar access- to.
health care. fac111t1es There are also. many pr1m1t1ve popu-
1at1ons who live uninf]uenced by any form of b1rth contro]
and, provid: . Trong group support for child rear1ng (for
example hroug an extended fam11y system) It is the
fact-that all f1ve character}st1cs are present 1n the
\Hutter1te population that d1fferent1ates 1t from other
'popu]at1ons _ , |
Eaton aTd Mayer (1953 282) po1nt out severa] factors'
.acting in the'opposite d1rect1on, that is tending“to 10Wer
reproductﬁve performance For 1nstance, Hutterite re]1g1ous
,be]1efs proh?b1t sexua] re]at1ons pr1or to marr1age f The
steps taken to ma1nta1n the norm 1nc1ude str1ct superv1s1on
.of ado]escents, strong 1ndoctr1nat10n, and pun1shment of
offenders (in the form of excommun1cat1on) ’

WOrk1ng in comb1nat1on/%{th the above 1s the Hutterite
norm that no one can be married- prior to bapt1sm Since
bapt1sm§1s adm1n1stered only on profess1on of fa1th by a

.hmature adu]t, who has demonstrated sat1sfactory understand1ng

‘of the Hutter1te re]wg1on, most Hutter1tes are not bapt1zed

. 24
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Untilgthey reach the age of at least 20'years The net
result is an older age. at marr1age and in turn a s]1qht1y
reduced 11fet1me exposure to the risk of ch1]dbear1ng ’
_ Eaton and Mayer a]so ment1oned a Hutter1te attltude
_that it 1s "good" not to marry "togq ear1y"’ The reasons
for this are that a girl does not usually want to leave her
»»fam11y‘"too soon"; and a girl is not usually anx1ous to
take on the extra work and respons1b111t1es of a marr1ed
“woman (Eaton and- Mayer, 1953: 282) } 4
| Some mention is made of 1so]ated 1nstances 1nvo]v1ng
“surg1ca1 1nterference with reproduct1on (for examp]e
abort1on or. ster111zat1on) to protect a mother S hea]th
(Eaton and Mayer, 1953:282). Eaton and Mayer put forth
the 1dea in 1953- that certain birth contro] pract1ces, such _}{'717?
.as sterwllzat1on and the rhythm method, may have been com1ng f;::"ft
1nto use at that t1me, pr1mar11y amongst women over the age -
of 35. They had 11tt]e data to substant1ate the . r'c1a1m o

/‘but pre11m1nary observation of a h1gh 1nc1dence 0 abdom1na1
, surg1ca1 scars in women over 35 led them to specu]ate that
not all sterilizations were performed for med1ca1 reasons.
They did feel however, that ghe 1mpact on Hutter1te
fert111ty wou1d not occur for some time. - |

| The net resu]t of these various social character1st1cs“ a;;h'
1s the creat1on of an env1ronment conduc1ve to the atta1n-
,'ment of an extremely h1gh lTevel of fert111ty, but a Tevel

o much 1ower than the poss1b1e max1mum Hutter1tes exh1b1t
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one of the hﬁghestfrates of reproduction in the world,
a]though it does not represent the actuel Tevel of fecund1ty
Despite the fact that Hutterites are cont1nu1ng to
exist as . a highly cohes1ve soc1a1 group, 1t is important not
to overstate the degree of homogene1ty in the1r 11fe styﬂ
'.Hutter1tes do not. have unanimous beTiefs in all areas of
_1iving Changes have occurred in their cu]ture, a]though )
- -very s]ow]y The- genera1]y low degree of var1ab111ty
between Hutter1te/ﬁam111es and colonies is due 1arge1y to
Aa common h1story/dat1ng back four centur1es and a strong
jre11gious force encourag1ng a high rate of in- group marr1age
" Their vo]untary 1so1at1on from most outs1de soc1a1.
v1nf1uences contr1butes to the strength of the1r value
system ) | ' |
J Hutter1tes in A]berta today are exper1enc1ng a more ‘
severe and direct pressure on.- the1r cuTture than ever- before;'

T -y
“”’“‘more so than when persecuted in the o]d world and dur1ng

war t1me in the u.s. A The compet1t1on for prwme farm land

1n wh1ch they have become engaged cannot 1mmed1ate]y be -
i‘.:;'Hewated w1th the abandonment of the Communa] Property.
ig%t The compet1t1on has brought them 1nto c1oser contact'
“ij1th the outs1de wor]d" and makes the1r prev1ous state of
L1so]at1on a th1ng of the past - Visits from~outside govern-_/-
.ment éff1c1als,‘sa1d§me<§ ete., as Mell as the1r own v1s1tsw
to surround1ng commun1t1es a@p beeom1ng commonp]ace

There is a]so an 1nterna1" pressure ar1s1ng //,

SV
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t

According'to Joseph Eaton (1952'333) many younger Hutterites -
Were,‘even in 1952 1nterna11z1ng some of the va]ues and
‘,expectat1ons of thEIF Amer1can neaghbours - At that t1mef
“they de51red _more 1nd1v1dua1 1n1t1at1vesand cho1ce Th1ngs>
once considered 1uxur1es»by o]der Hutterites®™ néﬁe being
regarded as necess1t1es The resu]t of this. form of internal
. pressure s that trad1t1ona1 concepts of r1ght and wrong
'were oe1ng cha]]enged | ' |

Eaton describes an 1nst1tut1ona11zed techn1que the

Hutter1tes have deve]oped to dea1 w1th var1ous pressureS-

for change, wh1ch he calls "contro]]ed acculturat1on" »
(Eaton,v1952:334). 'It is h1s 1dea that Hutterites tend to
Maccept cu]tura1 1nnovat1ons before t'e pressure for them
becomes so great as to threaten the bas1c cohes1veness of
the soc1a1 system'"' (Eaton, 1952'334) By accepting some
‘of the less. d1srupt1ve innovations, and reJect1ng a]] others,»
Hutterwte 1eaders have been able to retaln the 1oya1ty of
most of thenr'youth and .preserve their basic institufﬁ%ns
"Th1s method of contro]1ed accu]turat1on may be cons1dered
e1ther as- a. way of prevent1ng comp]ete ass1m11at1on, or as B
L a process slow]y erod1ng the d1fferences between Hutter1tesv
and the surround1ng culture. |
In th1s.context‘ 1t is now very‘difficoTt.for
'Hutter1te colon1es to ma1nta1n the crose, 1nforma1 re]at1on;
sh1ps w1th each other that they once enJoyed ~ With rap1d1y‘

1ncreaslng popu]at1on size, it becomes 1ncreas1ngjy>v
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difficult to mainteinliﬁfimate contact and,fhereby-the
uniformity\of belief and cuétom which has enabled thefr
’eurv1v51'as an.aUtenOmous cﬁTtufe. _Aé their numbere
increase sg¢ devcontae%s th tﬁe'butéide world

)
It is qu1te probabie that certa1n re11g1ous be11efs,

[}

eSpec1a11y those 1nf1uenc1ng the1r high rate of reproduc-
t1on have exper1enced some form of modification. For
examp]e, there may ex1st today a tendency for a reduct on
wn the frequency of sexua1 re]at1ons w1th 1ncreas1ng age,
or cheng1ng-va1ues;of women wit re;pecp to_the edyantages

 of, feilychildren to care for;, or'ihtreasiﬁ§<nea1th and

\\

on these>possib11itie$ 20 years ago. - In any case, an

examine%%on of present Hﬁtteﬁite birth rates and, current

H

fam11y size would serve as, a re]1ab1e 1nd1cator of poss1b1e

-,changes 1n Hutter1te be11efs or. pract1ce

,

ﬂ@i'

rns for fewer children. J&SepheEaton\speeu1ated

Ny
T
~ B
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B METM@E’Q Gl

;\

The, data used to ana]yze Hutter1te popu]at1on'

_character]st1cs were obta1ned through a- request for a
» specialbtabulation Jrom Statistics Canada from the 1971

.Censds of Canada‘ "The data were in the form of aggregate

totals for all Alberta Hutter1tes wwth respect to the

‘,f011ow1ng characteristes:

1.

ol
.

9.

S W N

6
.;7;
8

age (f1ve -year group1ngs)
sex

marita]hstatus

. family size

number of ch1]dren per fam11y

/Les1dence farm or non farm - o . éf7

1eve1 of schoo11ng
place and peribd-of'immigration.'

1ahgpage of the home

/

Prior't0'1971 Canad1an Censuses d1d not d1fferen-

t1ate between%Hutter1tes and Mennon1tes as re11g1ous groups

'Both aroups WE

coded as Mennon1tes and treated as a s1ng]e

J
re]1g1ous categpry A]though these?groups may. share some

By 9

re]1g10us precepts, there are very bas1c 1de010g1ca1

d1fferences between the two 1 In fact 1t 1s the-re]ative

U 4

"1501at10n of Hutter1tes 1n c010n1es wh1ch most 0bv1ously

‘sets q;em apart from Mennon1tes In A]berta there are

- ,

29
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~approx1mate]y equa] numbers of Hutter1tes and Mennon1tes

- For“this reason it is 1mposs1b]e to retr1eve 1nforma-

t1on on Hutter1te popu]at1on character1st1cs from Canad1an

" Censuses. prior ‘to the 1977 Census, at wh1ch time the: two

, re11g1ons were recorded separate]y In order to make
- 1ong1tud1na1 compar1sons the data co11ected by Eaton and
-Mayer in- the early 1950 S had to be re11ed on. heav11y

- Demographre\measures of fert111ty can be c]ass1f ed
1nto two§types - direct measures der1ved from the comb1na-
= tion .of .vital- statistics and census data; and 1nd1rect
measures der1ved from census: age data alone. Among the
more . common direct measure? are: the crude b1rth rate
(C.B,R,); general fert1]1ty rate, tota] fert1]1ty rate"
”(T,F.R.); and age- spec1f1c fert111ty rates - (A S, F R )

Ind1rect measures of fert1]1ty 1nc1ude the rat1o of

~chi’ dren aged 0-4 to women aged 15 49; the rat1o of ch11dren -

,aged 5-9 to° women aged 15 49; the percent of the tota]
'popu]atvon aged 5 9 years, and ‘the percent of the tota]
popu]atlon aged 0 ]4 years. | o

| : The most useful,measures of fert111ty are the d1rect
measures derived from both v1ta] stat1st1cs and census

. data, in that they a]]ow a more mean1ngfu1 ana]ys1s of

"rcurrent or chang1ng fert111ty ]eve1s fEst1mates of severa]

s‘pr1nc1pa] fert1]1ty measures (crude b1rth rate, age- spec1f1€,

'hblrth rates, and the - tota] fert111ty rate) were computed

‘using the method presented by Bogue and Pa]more (1964)

LENRPA

30



]

a

The ser1es of est1mat1ng equat1ons prov1ded by Bogue and

SR R S

Pa]more provide a useful tool for arr1v1ng at these d1rect

measures[of fert111ty when v1ta] reg1strat1on data are
[+4
absent, but when a reasonab]y good census has been taken

l
. Bogue and Palmore arr1ved at their est1mat1ng equat1ons by

ana1y21ng the 1nterre1at1onsh1ps among the d1rect measuresvl
of jert1]1ty derived from re11ab1e data for a se]ect1on ofh
nat1ons The cr1ter1a»for se]ect1ng the countr1es to be
stud1ed was that re11ab1e data had to be ava11ab]e on:

(1) b1rths by age of mother,'(z) popu]at1on by age and sex;
(3) marital status by age and se ., und (4) deaths of infants

during the1r f1rst year of 11fe

Y

R From these data for’ each coL~try, the var1ous d1rect

B

“and 1nd1rect measures were computed and their 1nter-f '
re]at1onsh1ps exam1ned 3oque and Palmore found the

re]at1onsh1ps to be 11near : They then deve]oped a ser1es

of. 11near equat1ons enab11ng one measure to be est1mated

~from ancther. Only. some of the d1rect and 1nd1rect measures-

d1scussed by Bogue and Pa]more are tomputed for this study
as fo]]ows |

Crude,Birth Rate.

To begin with ~three separate estlmates of crude birth

rate are computed from the percentages of 'the tota] popu]a-

tion 0-4, 5- -9, and Q- 14 years pespect1ve]y ‘The coeff1c1ents'

far the 11near equat1ons are

31



-4.255] + (2 6263 x percent of popu]at1on 0-4)

a)‘gbr =

b) cbr = -g. 6670 + (3. 2723 X. percent of" popu]at1on 5 -9)

c) cbr = -11 724 + (1. 1835 X percent of popu]at1on 0-14)
g | Tota] Fert111ty Rate

" The next measure computed is t.e tota] fert111ty rate.
“wh1ch requ1res, ar .ng other data, the ratio of ch11dren
vﬁ‘O- 4 years to women 15- 49 years of age. Tue total fertility
orate is actda]]y the sum of age spec1f1c birth rates of

women, at each age from 15 to 49 years The equat1on is:
-T.F.R. = 5804 3+ 7.6193 (rat1o c/w 0- 4) + 11, 319 (Infant
. -Morta11ty Rate) - 44 963 (Mean Age at Marr1age)
: - 4928.4 (Index of Fert111ty Age Compos1t1on) -

.= 7. 2189 (percentage of women 45 -49 Zver Marr1ed) “

_For this- equat1on, the mean age at marr1age (M.A. M) s
combuted us1ng a techn1que deve]oped by Hajnal (1953) s1nce
no direct fwgures on age at marr1age were ava11ab1e frOm
v1ta1 reg1strat1on HaJna1 s techh1que will-be d1scussed .
Tater | |

Also 1nc1uded in. th1s equat10n is the term "index of
'Afert111ty age’ compos1t1on” (I. F. A.C. ), whieh refers to a :

\ rat1o formed by

LAl
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[the number of births a particular country’s
female ¢-e distribution (converted to a

standard million) would yield if it had the

_// xage-speeffic fertility rates for the”woer]

[the number of hirths the world's female age
distribution (converted to a stahdard mi]lieh)
y1e1ds when the wor]d s age- spec1f1c fert111ty
w%tes are app11ed ]

The 1nfant morta11ty rate (I.M.R ) used in ‘the

- _-.equation was the rate for A]berta genera11y in 1971, since

it was not possible to obta1n such a f1gure for Hutter1tes'
alone It must therefore be assumed that no gross d1fre.-"
'ences existed between the morta]1ty cand1t1ons for
h Hutter1te 1nfants and all. other Alberta infants. Th1< 5
-Ahot an un11ke1y assumpt1on in that Hutterites have access.
to the same med1ca1 fac111c1es as most other A]berta
vres1dehts through prepajd med1ca] 1nsurance“andAHutterite :
babies are born’ in tonventfdha]'hospita1s.
- The other two elements of‘the_equationh(the ratio.of
chﬁ]dren age 0-4 to wbmen'15549, c/w 0—4‘ and the percentage
of women 45-49‘ever‘ﬁarrted; E;M.) were obta1ned d1rect1y |

from the census data.

,Age—Speciftt Fertiiity”Rates

C
Bpgue and Palmore provide two'differeht:methods for

estimating age-specific fertility rates from the total

I
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férti]ity rate  The first method 1nvo]ves the d1rect
computat1on of each age- spec1f1c rate from the total
ifert111ty rate ‘using a.series of regress1on coeff1cients

The second method 1nvo]ves est1mat1ng one age-specific
rate from the tota] fertility rate .nen 1in turn, ut111z1ng
this age- specific rate to compute a subseqt,.t age—spec1f1c
'rate As each rate is computed for a par icular age. group,
1t 1s 1nc]uded in a]? subsequent ca?cu]at1ons for the
.rema1n1ng age spec1f1c rates’ .

‘ For the\purposes of. this anal:, 5 t»e sec,ndwmethod
:presented by Bogue and Pa]more s use.. brcu,.se ftbachieveé,u.
a greater degree'ot precisdon,fn tie_estimEtes | In exam1n-‘
1ng the ]1near corre]atlons prov1ded by + e and Pa]more

between the tota] fért111ty rate and the varlous age-ﬁ

-

N

spec1f1c ~ates? 1t 1s ev1dent that if the age- spec1f1c rates'
‘ are computed 1ndependent1y the corre1at1ons range from a-low’
of .711 to a h1gh of 957 (Bogue and Palmore, 1964 3]9)
However, by start1ng w1th the tota] fert111ty rate and 25- 29
year age spec1f1c rate with a- corre]at1on of :957; and'using
" this 1nformat1on in. subsequent ca]cu]at1ons, higher cOrre-

,_1at1ons are ma1nta1ned throughout the ser1es ofiageaspecific

]

Th1s second method is a somewhat 1nvo]ved procedure

'that can best be exp]alned in terms of the fo]]ow1ng steps



(1)

-

Estimate. one of the basic direct measures, in this

case-the'tota1'fertility rate, from the indirect

: measures and'supp1ementary indices (the ratio

(2)

‘of children 0-4 years -to women 15-49 years;

'1nfant morta11ty rate; mean age at marr1age,

1ndex of fert1]1ty age compos1t1on, and
percentage of women 45-49 years of age ever
1arr1ed) The equat1on for this’ est1mate was
g1ven ear11er

Estab11sh the age- spec1f1c fert111ty rate for the
age group 25-29_ years This group represents

one‘of the high—rate chi]dhearing age groups;fThe -

equat1on used 1s

(3)

APS.F;R. 25 29 = -]88.23 + 0;0495 (T.F;R.)(-0.1925
' I.M.R.)

+O 9758 (percentage of Women 25-29
: (E.M.)

With the 1nformat1on obta1ned from steps (1) and (2)

A‘est1mate the age spec1f1c rate for the 20 24 age

© AJS.F.R. 20-24 431.66 + 0.0524 (T. FLR. ) -0. 3706 A
- | . (A.S.F.R.25- -29) -

group,'us1ng the fo110w1ng equat1on

' 50.5431 (I.M.R. ),_15 242'(M A M )

+0 1720 (percentage of women 20- 24)
~ E.M

‘+7.62]5 (M.A;M.).-]3;380 (I.F.A.C.),

35



36
G_? -

v

(4) With the 1nformat1on obtained from steps (1) and (3)
est1mate the age spec1f1c rate for the 15 -19 age
»,group, using the fo110w1ng equat1on
A.S.F.R. T’#”g = |
=71.831 + 0.0365 (T.F.R.).h 0.4470 (A.S.F.R. 20-24)
-0.7426 (A.S.F.R. 25-29) + 2.4585 (M.A.M.)
+0.6949 (percentage'of WOmen 15-19 E.M.)

(5) Estimate the age spec1f1c rate for the 35-39 group
~with the 1nformat1on obta1ned in steps (1) and (4)
and the fo]]ow1ng equat1on Jf,f'. ‘ ”LK
A.S.F.R. 35-39 = IR
-0. 5904 + 0.0815 (T.F.R.) -0.4827. (A.S.F. R ]5—19)}
-0 3235 (A.5.F.R. 20—24) ~0. 52?5 (A S.F.R. 25-29)
+0,]529 (M.A.M.) -0.1674 (percentage of WOmEnM4§ 49 .
(6)st1ng the computed age spec1f1c rates for the age "
‘ groups 25-29 and 35 39, est1mate the rate for the
30-34 group with the f0110w1ng equat1on
A.S.F.R. ,30-30 = '-Ak
5] 734 + 0.1350 (T F R ) -0. 5457 (A S F.R. 15-19) .
-0.7687 (A. S.F.R. 20- 24) -0.5223 (A.S.F.R. 25~2§)'
-0. 7804 (A. S F.R. 35-39)'-0 1776 (I M“R )' o

-1. 0513 (M*A M ) -0.1227 (Percentage of women 45)49
. E.M.
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(7) Us1ng all of the age- spec1t1c rates computed
preV1ously, est1mate the 1ast ‘two age- spec1f1c
rates with these equations: | |
A.S.F.R. 40-44 = o
v-28.049 + 0.1460 (T.F.R.) -0.7729 (A.S.?;R._15-19)
-0.6583 (A.S.F.R. 20-24) -0.8306 (A.S.F.R. 25-29)
-0.6515 (A.S.F.R. 30-34) -0.68737(A.S‘F R. 35-39)

+1.1703 (M.A.M ) +O 0242 (percentage of Women 45-49
E. M )

A.S.F.R. 5- 49 \
-8.2324 - 0.0038 (T. FLR. ),+o;0612;(A;s;F;R;‘25¢29)

© +0.0330 (A.S.F.R. 30-34) +0.1047 (A.S.F.R. 35-39)
-0.1118 (A.S.F.R. 40-44) +0.1065 (I.M.R.) =
:-0.2296 (MuA.M.) +0.0457,(percentage df.wqmgg4%2&?9”‘

'ThiS\sevenaetep procedure-for estimating“age -specific
fertfﬁity rates_jn ‘effect fits a smooth curve to an
lor1g1na1]y estab11shed 1eve1 of fert111ty The est1mations ‘

are refine- from one step to the next Th1s means that the.
‘est1mqtes ror the 1atter age groups are probab]y more accurate
bthan thcse for the ear]y age groups. Unfortunate]y it -is
the early age groups wh1ch are most s1gn1f1cant in terms
of ch1]dbear1ng

A further weakness of the Bogue Pa1more techn1que for
‘use 1n th1s study of Hutter1te fertility . ‘15 that the
2 est1mat1ng equations were deve]oped from data co]]ected in .

-a var1ety of countr1es dur1ng the per1od 1955 60.
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In addition, the 1ndex of fertility age compos1t1on"
term used in these equat1ons may d1stort the estimates for

the Hutter1te population. Th1s supp]ementary index is

1nc1udbd as a refwnement for the equati ons, but was

—

1ntended for use w1th respect to whole: countr1es The
A]berta ‘Hutterite popu]at1on of 8, 000 is too small forr
representatlon as a country .
In order to measure the accuracy of the crude birth
rate as® est1mated by the Bogue Pa]more technique, another
-"est1mate of crude birth rate was calculated us1ng a
techn1que deve]oped ‘by Re]e (1967) .. | Ré1é's. est1mat1on of
" crude b1>th rate is based on know]edge of the popu]at1on S
gross repr‘duct1on rate (G.R.R. ):and_age~dnstr1but1on.' The
"techn1que 1nvo1ves the fo]1ow1ng‘tWo'stepS' |

| (1) Est'mat1on of the "1ntr1ns1c b1rth rate", wh1ch is

expected birth rate of a popu]at1on whose age
vd1Ltr1but1on is s1m11ar to that of a stab]e popu-v’v
1 tion with the same. age spec1ﬁ1c fert111tw and"
rvorta11ty rates. i Because th1s 1ntr1ns1c b1rth | ,gh-‘, o
A%ate 1s tied to a spec1f1c age d1str1but1on, it - !
- ﬁs unique for the given fertility and mortality

.onditions. The crude birth rate on' the other'

ha d changes w1th the actua1 age;. d1str1but1on of



age groups to tota] populat1on for the stable popu]at1on was'

intrinsic birth rate:
'y = a + bx + cx2
Where X is the proport1on of children 0-4 years to’
women 15-49° years. |
The a, b, and c coefficients ofhthe regression
equation were derived’from a table provided by Ré1€,

which he computed from stab]e popu]at1ons for a

var1ety of expectat1ons of 11fe and child- woman rat1os

Est1mat1on of crude b1rth rate from 1ntr1ns1c b1rth
rate, us1ng a rat1o of we1ghted sum of women in the

reproduct1ve age groups to total popu]at1on

C.B.R. = . (we1ghted sum + Total popu]at1on) for the

oo Si given population

f\\ : . (Weighted sum t Total population) for the
- ' correspond1n? stable popu]at1on

. ./ .
Thevwefghts, bj, used in this estimation are

1,7,7,6,4,71 respect1ve1y for the 6 f1ve -year age

groups From ages 15 to 44.

The rat1o of we1ghted sum of women in the reprodutt1ve

derived from a ‘table prov1ded by Rele (1967 Table 15

t]ose]y correspond1ng the age d1str1but1on of the Hutter1te .

blrth of 70 years.

page 58). The stable- popu]at1on wh1ch was chosen as most

. popu]at1on had a G. R.R. of 2.5 and eﬁpectqt1on of life at

39.
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.These ua1ues of G.R.R. and eg were determ1ned on\the

_Abas1s of some know]edge of the Hutter1te age d1str1but1on
,b The expectat1on of Tife was: guessed rough]y,_to Fhe nearest
10. Any error here will have a re]at1ve1y m1nor effect on
dthe ferti]ity estimation. The G.R.R. was estimated us1ng
the ratio of children 0-4 years to vomen 15-49 years and
the fo]]ow1ng equat1on |

y = a + bx

' -where y is the gross reproduCt1on rate and X is the

child- woman rat1o for a part1cu1ar expectat1§m of ]1f -

v‘é
)

-the ¢ and b coeff1c1ents are prov1ded by Re]é?&,@ 3

(1967, Table 4: page 22).

Due to the.absence'of Hutterite vital registration
data 1t was a]soinecessary’to estimate the mean age'at
marr1age from the census age data To do th1s a re]at1ve1y
s1mp1e techn1que deve]oped by Hajnal (1953) is used. The

on]y information that is necessary 1s the Hutter1te popu-

lation with: respect to age and the proport10ns s1ng]e The

procedure 1is. a means of computing’ the average number of

years lived in *he single state by‘those who marry before'

they reach 50. ‘
One ‘must assume that g1ven a- cohort of 100 men or

women, the number who rema1n S1ngle at each age as they

h pass through 11fe, is equ1va1ent to the. :percentages s1ng1e'

~in each census age group One must a]so assume that no

,members of the cohort d1e between the ages of 15 and 55

40 -
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%i} ‘
-Hajna]'out1ines éix steps to follow in eomputing the mean
'age\at f1rst marr1age of those men or women who marry
before the age of 50:
(1) Estimate the number of years 11ved in the S1ngle

. state between the ages of 15 and 50 by the cohort

ﬂiwi of 100 (1nc]ud1ng those who have not marr1ed by

AN
Rl

age 50). This is the sum of the proportions
single up to and 1nc1ud1ng the 45- 49 age groups,
mu1t1p11ed by 5 (the w1dth ofkthe age TntervaW)

Add to this- the 15 x 100 years 11ved as a.- s1ng1e

person before age 15

(3)»Sobtract the number of years Tived.by'those who
Q oo not marry by 5ge 50. To do th1s, (i) average
the proportions S1ng]e in the 45-49 and 50-54

~age groups; (ii) multiply the result by 50
and subtract this figure from the result of
step (2);'ard (741) sobtract the‘re§uit of

(i) from 100. o

- (4) D1v1de the tota] (ii) by the number who have o
o marr1ed (iii). L //_:

Mode] L1fe Tab1e Estimates of" B1rth, Death
and Growth Rates v

On the basis of 1nformat1on on’ Hutter1te age d1str1-'

but1on and expectat1on of 11fe at b1rth Coa]e and Demeny.s
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regional modeT T1fe tabTes (1966) can. be used to obta1n
aadd1t1ona1 estlmates of crude b1rth ra\e. crude death rate
.and growth rate for the ATberta Hutter1te popuTat1on A
unlque stche popuTat1on is chosen.from those presented by
CoaTe and Demeny on the basis. of the cumu}at1ve proportlons TKV)L
.of the male and feraTe Hutter1tes‘Ln each f1ve -year age ’
grouping for a spec1f1ed expectat1on of life.

Since’ th1s 1nformat10n 1s not ava1TabTe for Hutter1tes

specillcaTTy, 1t was necessary to ut1T1ze the expectat1on_d

of T1fe at b1rf@ ff

,ATberta males and femaTes generaTTy

tIt 1s, therefore,»assumed that the d]fferences 1n mortaT1ty s
conditions between the Hutterites and the generaT population.
vof Alberta are negT1gwae S o o

- B II»

There 1s no one stabTe popuTatlon ‘which exactTy
parallels the Hutter1te age d1str1but1on, however the
.-seTect1on is made as to the stable” age d1str1but1on which
1s the cTosest The b1rth death and growth rates for the
stabTe popuTat1on are then used as est1mates for the
Hutter1te popuTat1on ’ ‘

The "West” modeT tab]es at morta11ty levels of 23 and
24 were used in these est1mates MortaT1ty TeveT 23 has ai
’fema]e-expectat1on~of T1fe at b1rth of 75 0 years, whereas
for maTes at TeveT é3 1t is 71.2 yéarsﬁ LeveT 24 has a
femaTe expectat1on of 1ife of 7% 5 years., These mortaT1ty
:‘Tevels were’ chosen on the basws of an ATberta femaTe T]fe

‘expectancy of 77 .30 years and maTe expectancy of 70 42 years,
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fn 1971. In exam1n1ng these stab1e popu]at1ons the age
distribution which most c]ose1/ para11e1s the Hutter1te
d1str1but1on has aG. R. R of 2.5 for fema1es, and 3.0 for

males.

LA



CHAPTER IV =~

- DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF ALBERTA HUTTERITES

Hutterite Popu]ation'structure

In any ana]ysws of census data the quest1on of the
accuracy of the data 1tse]f must be cons1dered _ Thex - are

P
"severa] convent1ona1 tests ava11ab1e to check for 2o.sibTe

~errors in enumerat1on or. computat1on These 1nc1ude exam—da
1natton of age and sex reacios to ensure that no gross - |
‘.d1fferences exist .in. the .at- given a bas1c know]edge of
”I;the popu]at1on (for examp]e there shou]d be approx1mate1y
equa] numbers of ma]es and. fema]es)
L However, due to the sma]l s1ze of the Hutter1te popu-
]at1on and. the re]at1ve re11ab111ty of Canad1an censuses,
no spec1f1c tests of the data were performed here. 1It- Was
lb assumed that any errors wh1ch m1ght have occurred would be
s]1ght and therefore have 11tt1e effect,on the ana]ys1s
ASE

The Hutter1te popu]at1on rema1ns very young,‘1n‘the

a sense of . hav1ng a large proport1on of the total popu]at1on
innder 15 years of age, 44% 1n J971 (See Table 3) Th1s.
cumpares to 31% of. the rema1nder of Alberta's popu]atlcn
‘be1ng 1ess than 15 - (See Tab]e 45 S . |
It can a]so be ‘seen from these two tables that the peak

sage group1ngs for the Hutter1te popu]at1on are the ages 0-4

w
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1971 Census of Canada. -

.
W
 TABLE 3 -
D1str1but10n of the . Hutter1te Popu]at1on by Age and Sex,
Alberta, 1971
, Percent- Percent- Percent-
(in years) Male age  Female age Total age
Q-4 . 415 153 455 15.2 930 15
5-9 475  15.3 465 15.5. 940 15 i
10 - T4 445 14.4 395 13.2 940 14 °
15 - 19 400 12.9 355 11.8 .. 750 ‘12
20 - 24 265 8.6 260 8.7 525 9
25 - 29 245 7.9 200 6.7 440 7
30 - 34 195 6.3 185 6.2 380 6 '
35 - 39 ‘135' 5.4 165 5.5 295 5
40 - 44 115 3.7 140 4.7 255 \,4
45 - 49 95 3.1 115 3.8 215 “ 4
50 - 54 75 2.4 80 2.7 160 . 3
55 - 59 65 2.1 . 65 2.2 130 2
60 - 64 35 1.1 50 1.7 85 1,
65 - 69 35 1.0 30 1.0 65 1
70+ 40 1.3 50 1.7 90 2
Total 3,095 3,000 - 6,100 100
Source:

45 

o
~
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TABLE 4

Distribution'of Non;Hutterite'Population of Alberta
: by Age and Sex, 1971 =

(in ﬁggrs) Male . Female Total Pérgéﬁtagé
0 -4 77,015 73,650 150.665 9
5.9 o 91,635 88,220 . 179,860 1
10 - 14 92,635 88,260 - 181,225 1
15 - 19 81,820 78,345 160,170 10
20 - 24 70,285 71,060 141,340. o
25 - 29 59,605 58,670 118,270 7
30 - 34 50,605 49,055 99,655 6
35 -39 51,125 47,030 98,155 g
40 - 44 . 49,560 45,120 .. 94,680 - ¢
45'-‘49 . 44,530 43,730 88,260 5
50 - 54 37,175 "36,895 74,070 -
55 - 59 32,690 32,315 65,005 e
60 - 64 - ;1 26,595 \gté5;395 51,985 3
65 - 69 . 21,930 20,005 :.,41,995 3
70+ 37,335 39,100 76,440 5

Total.” ' 824,925 796,850 1,621,770 100.0

Source: 1971 Census of Canada.
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- years and 5-9 years. For'the rest-of Alberta they are 5-9
and 1Q-1b years. 'This wou]d also'seem‘to indicate a high'
.1eve1'of ferti11ty within the Hutterite population.
Iable,S.indicatesjhowever; that the Hutterite'popu1a—
tion is'not as young as it once was. The broad'age Catel
gor s represented here show that over the age of 19 years
tr were s11ght increases in each category in 1971. ‘in
~fact each rise in the proportions in the later age - groups’
has come at the expense of .the 0-5 age group Th1s youngest
group represents.5% 1ess of the total in 1971vthan it did’
v1n 1950, o |
Jh1s also means: “there has been a s11ght increase in the
Epercentage of the tgta] popu]at1on of reproduct1ve age. How-
:everg the 1ncrease was on]y 2% between the ages 20 44 years
‘ In v1ew1ng the Q]der age categor1es in Tab]es 3 and 4,
it can be seen. that after the age group,30-34 the Hutter1te,'
'popu1at1on has a sma]]er percentage 1n each five- -year age
group1ng than do all other A]bertajr%11g1ons The result is
. that. on]y 4% of Hutter1tes are over 60, wh11e 11% of the

_genera1 A]berta popu]at10n 1s over 60 years of age.

A d1fferent pattern emerges bet ween the Hutter1te pop-
u]at1on and non- Hutter1te popu]atIOn of Alberta when sex is
exam1ned as we]] In a]most ha]f of the five year age _
groUpings (a1l of them 1n the older ages. of the d1str1but1on)

'Hutter1te fema]es outnumber Hutter1te ma]es Theton1y
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TABLE 5

Age D1str1but1on of the H¥§;$r 'e,POpu]atjdn 1950 and

. - 0-5  5-19  20-44  45-64 65+
Year 4Tota1 Years Years Years ..-Years Years.

1950 100 . 20 41 29 8 2
1971 100 15 41 31 10 3

Source: :on and Mayer (1953 215) and ' '
1971 Census of Canada , BT
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5

except1ons are the age groups 65-69 years, where there.are
more men than women; and . 55- 59 years where there are ‘equal
men and women. In most of the younger EEZ groups there are
_s1gn1f1cant1y more Hutter1te ma]es than females.. For the
remainder of A]berta s populat1on women outnumber men in
,on]y two age group1ngs (20- 24 years and 70+). Prev1ous]y it
was shown Hutter1te women’mere one .of the few female groups .
'r.who did not genera]]y.out11ve the1r ma]e counterparts The
exp]anat1on given- for fh1s was that Hutter1te women exper-‘
’1enced poor hea]th in the1r 1ater yeare as a result of the1r
frequent and extended ch11dbear1ng From the- present data
'th1s would appear to be no ]onger the case. The Hutter1te'
’sex rat1o for. the popw1at1on over 40 years of age in 1971'\
. was: 87 Th1s does not seem to 1nd1cate relative super1or1tw
of Hutter1te men today - 4 | |
. ‘ﬁfhere has a1so been some change in the Hutter1te sex
fﬁrat1o at birkh between 1950 and 197] In 1950 it was 101

%fwhereas in 1971 it had r1sen ‘to 103. Th1s may exp]a1n the

'preponderance of ma]es 1n the 1ower ha]f of ‘the Hutter1te h

v‘age d1str1but10n for 1971

,»Mar1ta1 Status

In 1950 . Cook reported that the aVerage age at marr1age _
ztor Hutter1te women’ ;;s 22 0 years and for men 23.5 years.
_(]954 103) : Th1s compared to the general U S. popu]at1on
'1n 1950 was a]most the same for men, 23.6 years, “and s]1ght1y,"

; 1ower for women, age 20. 5 years. The somewhata]ater age at

3
.



1971 Census of Canada:

"TABLE 6 »
Ayerage Ages at‘Marriag@ Albperta, United,States
: ‘and Hutterites, 1950 and-1971 .
Populatioh4 . // ‘Male : ‘Fema1e
Age at marriage, : ' ’
United States 1950 . 23,6 ' - 20.57
~ Age at marriage, - ‘
Hutterites 1950 23.5 - . 122.0
Age at mafriége, ) oo
Alberta 1971 = 23.7 - 21.4
Age at marriage, . S
Alberta Hutterites 1971 26.0  24.9
‘Source: Cook, (1954:103), and .

T

50
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) ¢ a
marr1age for Hutterite women could s1gn1f1cant]y reduce
- their fert111ty performance dur1ng these pr1me ch11dbear1ng
'years (age 20 29) This is especially true when there , {
ex1st strong sanct1ohs aga1nst pre-marital sexual re]at1ons.

The effects ot th1s factor on fertility- performance

can iny have become more pronounced since 1950, because the

Hutter1te average age at marr1age has become s1gn1f1cant1y
h1gher in A]berta in 1971. For Hutter1te men it has ‘risen

to 26.0 yegts and for women, 24.9 years Due to the
Hutter1te cu]ture S strong positive va]ue on hav1nq ch1]dren,
l.and the fact that any form of birth contro] is considered
us1nfu1 ai coup]e usually beg1ns to have ch11dren 1mmed1ate1y

J-,

after the1r marr1age By 1ncreas1ng the average age at V

J ‘: J

marr1rge by a]most three years for both sexes, a s1gn1f1cant
number of b1rths can be prevented dur1ng those ear]y years
iIn order to measure the poss1b]e effect of this lncrease in
'age at marr1age, a techn1que used by Kr1shnan (197]) to
'est1mate the percentage change in birth rate attributable . Siﬂix_
to chagges in age at marr1age was” used. The resu]ts;aref*f e e g
discussed- later in Chapter V. | {
Another factor contr1but1ng to h1gh fert111ty is the
uproportlon of the popu]at1on who marry. In 1950 more than‘
'96% of the men and a]most 86% cf the women between the ages-
,30 34 were current]y married. (Cook 1954 103). 'In. 1971 the

“s1tuat1on was very s1m11ar,‘87 2% of the Hutter1te men in

: A]berta were, or had been marr1ed and as in. 1950 86%~of,
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TABLE 7
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a by Marital Status, -

subtotals do not alwa

Summed.

It is, therefore,

ys yield the tot

appropriate percentages._

Age, and Sex, ]971‘
- “ | Males
: N Married,‘ . :
‘Percent- Widowed Percent- Total
Age Single aged and Divorced age?
15 - 19 305 98.8 5 1.2 400
20 - 24 230 gp.3 30 1123 265
© 25 -29 9o 36.7 155 63.3 245 ’
30 -34 20  10.3 170 87.2 195
35 -39 19 - 7.4 120 88.9 135,
40 - 44 5 4.3 ‘110 95.7 115
45 - 49 s 5.3 90 94.7 95
50 - 54 6.7 70 93.3 75"
55 - 59 5 7.7 60 92.3 65
60 - 64 . 0 35 1000 35
65 - 69 =0 35 ~100,0 35
0+ . T 0 1900 40
‘Source: 1971 Census of %anéda.
AThe 1971 Cehiﬁs of‘CanadalﬁtT1izedba‘teChUiqﬁé”éf roundinﬁ
~all figures to the nearest 5 or 10.. For this reason

al reported when
difficult to calculate
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TABLE' 8

The Hutterite Population of A]berta'bvaaritaT-Sfatus, "
T Age and Sex, 1971 . : '
- .Females
: 'Married;_v T
. Percent- Widowed ' - Percent-
Age -  Single age apd Divqrced .age Tota] .
15 - 19" 350  4g.¢ I T 0 355
20 - 24 g0 69.2 750 29 260
25 -"29  70. 735-0,_ ' 1307n> 65 200
30 - 34 25 13;5» <Tsdq,tj v 86 185
35.- 39 30 '  18.2 140 85 yp5
40 - 44 307 1. 1o 79 140
45 - 49 . 29 17.4 95 g3 s
50-5 10 125 75 e gy
60 - 64 5 10.0- ~ g4q 80 »Q?§0_
65 - 69 5 16,4 30 90 ag e 2
"'.70+' | B 0 0o 'tf | u%45’ ;{ - zoor.ﬁ;. iig?, “b; - A
. _."aﬁ T .:1 .@” 1, : A
Source: 1971 Census of Canada. . T o

Due to the rounﬂ1ng of Census f1gures, percentages.
do not necessar11y tota] to 100 .
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v;,'

.the.Hutteritevwomeni (See Tabdes /7 and 8). It is - difficult
terkp1a1n the 10% drop in married men between ]950 and 797]
except that it could be due to an 1nappropr1ate sex ratio. °
At the ear]ier ages,'20-29 years, the percentage of
Hutterite women who have: beer or are‘married»is greater than
that for males. However, after aoe 29 the percentage of ever
married males becomesaincreasing1y gheater'than females in

each. age grouping.

. Fami]y Size

7 e

Hutterite family sizeAhas ainays been'very large. Robert
Cook reported a slight increase in comp]eted fam11y s1ze in
1950 from 1880._(]954:100). Women aged 45~ 49 years in 1950
averaged 10:9-ch11dren; While.women aged 70—74.years in 1950
averaged 9;2 chi]dren *He explained the d1fferent1a] as be1ng
due‘to improved med1ca1 care for the younger women and’their
,%1nfants which would mean they, as a group, werebsubJect to
‘less pre—natal 1nfant and materna] morta11ty ‘

The 1971 Canad1an Census data reveal a mean family s1ze
of 5 6 persons in the Hutter1te popu]at1on (See Tab]e 9)
"Th1s appears to 1nd1cate a s1gn1f1cant decrease in overa]] ‘\:ﬁd
-Hutter1te fam1§& s1ze The mean fam11y s1ze for all other
~ Alberta re]1g1ons was 3.7 persons in 1971Qb Unfortunately,a
.1t is 1mposs1b1e to determ1ne a measure of comp]eted famlly
size for the Hutter1tes from the 1971 Census data

- In ]1ne w1th this deve]opment ‘there has of course been

a correspond1ng drop in the mean - number of ch1]dren per

¢
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B TABLE 9
Fami]ies'by Number of Persons in Family
' ' A]berta, 1971 -
No.of -Persons . g Percént- A11 Other Perceﬁt-
in Family Hutt%gites age ' A]berta age
7 | 126 14.2 17,275 30.7
3 105 11.9 74,855  19.6
4 115 131 81,735 21.4
5 120 - 13.6 54,180  14.2
6 7 8.5 129,530 7.7
w7 125 . - 142 13,940 = _"3%&_
R BN , 4 o
8 0 55 . 6.3, 5,425 1.4
9 35 ° 4.0, 2,570 0.7
10+ 125 14.2 2,260 0.6
Total 885 100.0 381,770 100v0
Mean. L 5.6 | | | 3?7

Source: 1971 Census of Canada.
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N TABLE 10

'?'”Fam111es by Number -of Children (0 24 years)
. . per. Family, Alberta, . 1971

H : - .

. No. bf S T o
Children -+ Percent- - A1l ., Percent-

Per Family Hutterite - age - Other Alberta age
S0 185 174 111,755 2903

R IR R T 2 74,665 9.

(o)}

2 L. ey 0.7 83,935 a2,

oL 5 <o)
135 . 15 55,770 g,

> O

5
75 - 8. 30,585 8.
2

R T |

50 © - 5.

2
4

9 14,205 9 g
6 . 5,765 .
9

NN o

35 -3, 2,670 . 0.

.8+ 20 13.5 2,325 0.6

Total 8904 1000 381,765 100.0

u.! 3.; T

Méénj.- 4.4, v 1.17

-Source. 1971 Census of Canada



57
‘Hutter1te fam11y (See able 10). In 1971 it delxined to .
;4 4 per family. This is a not1ceab1e change from thexcom-
'.pleted family size of 10.9 and. 9 2 reported by Cook in 1954

It is T1keTy that were it possible to determ1ne comp]eted

stze for 1971 as well, the d1f£erence would not be quite as.

'; Targe, but the ftgures présented do serve to indicate the

vd1rect1on and magn1tude of a poss1b1e trend towards sma]]er
fam1]y s1ze | o : ‘ L

" Even in. 1941, 13.5% of the Hutterite families had eight
,or'more ch11dren However, therebwas a‘much'Targer concen-
trat1on.(55 7%) who were at the other end of the sca]e and
‘had three ch11dren or Iess, but cTearTy were far from com-

p]ete reproduct1ve1y -

hLanguage Spoken at Home " “

: The vast maJor1ty of ATberta Hutter1tes are of German
Adeseent, This is ref]ected in the figures on Tanguage spoken
‘:at home. (See Tab]e TT) It shows that approx1mate1y 93% of
\Alberta Hutter1tes cons1der German the1r f1rst Tanguage The% v
next most common language is Engllsh represent1ng a’ mergW()
4. 5% of. the tota] The oniy other Tanguage to ho]d a v1s1b]e
'port1on of the totaT is Dutch, with aTmost 2%._ | B |
These f1gures very def1n1te1y 1nd1cate the h19h degree
. of cu]turaT homogene1ty w1th1n the Hutter1te popu]at1on
_ Desp1te the pressures to ut111ze Engllsh 1n any. bus1ness

~transact1ons they are manag1ng to ma1nta1n the use of German

at home for the1r ch11dren In fact, it is somewhat



TABLE 11

Hutter1tes by Language Spoken at Home

L A]berta, 1971

TABLE ]2 ¢

Languagé 4Number4 Pertentagé
English Coers 4.5
.French B $0.08

| German 5,690 - J’ 95;33'
Dutch 120 . 1.9

Other 5 0.08

Total 6,095 100.00

Source: 1971 Census of Canada ‘

Hutter1tes by Farm Res1dence, A]berta,.1971

0

k)

L B _ .Number'-- ’Pércentage
o Farm - dwe]]ing o ‘5,800 . ,95;2
Not farm - dwe111ng - 295 A _ 4.8 ;
_Total® - s 6,095 ¢ 100.0

Source.

1971 Census of Canada.
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disappointing that the figures do not reveal a prevalence of
~English as a second language. It 15 quite 11ke]y that its
‘use 55 1ncreas1ng despite the fact that German is most ofter

,spoken at home. co e

'Residence S

As mlght well be expected the vast maJor1ty of the
:Hutter1te popu]at1on continues to res1de on. faﬁms (95 27 of
the tota]) As in the case of 1anguage spoken at home, th1s‘

wou]d also seem to 1nd1cate a lack of change in genera]

J\:*Huttennte 11festy]e

Th1s has s1gn1f1cant bear1ng on’the pressure Hutterwtes'

have been exper1enc1ng recently ‘with respect to the acqu1s1¥
t1on of new farm 1ands, both for the expans1on of o]d co]on-

. ies and the estab11shment of new ones. It rqu1res vast
amounts of land to support severa] thousand peop]e by farm1ng,
:veven if it is a co]]ect1ve It is ev1dent, however, that ﬁ’
4pressure for space has not yet forced the Hutter1te popu]a-
'Lt1on to a]ter the1r 11festy1e to any great extent to 1nc]ude
more non farm1ng, spat1a1]y concentrated act1v1t1es (1

.proce557ng or manufacture of farm goods) At 1east 1f th1s

has occurred 1t does not show up 1n the census tabu]at1ons

Level of Schooling ,
| “vTraditjonaliy; Hutter1tes have been restons1b1e for
' f

their'Oaneducation' and have ma1nta1ned a school w1th1n

‘ each'colony} For the most part they do not ‘consider forma]

59



60

education: past the grade e1ght level as a necess1ty Any-
th1ng beyond th1s does not add much to their ab111ty to
study their religion, or part1c1pate in farming act1v1t1es
Th1s pattern is demonstrated in Tables 13 and ]4 of

those attend1ng school ful] time in 1971‘ 41.3% were between
grades five and eight; and 53.7% were in.grade five‘or ]ess;
pn1y 5% had:broceeded beyond‘grade eight. | |

| A Simiiar‘trehﬁ(app1ies to those Hutterites who were
not attendmng school fu]T—t E in 1971. Of'these peopTe£82% ‘
m had at that time less than a grade ten educat1on The figures
in these two tab]es app1y/0n1y to’ those Hutterites over f1ve_
years of age, and theref re at»or'beyond schooT age.

| These figqures, when compared to the rema]nder of
A]berta S popu]at1on re%ea] a* larger proport1on of t-
Hutter1te schoo] popu]at1on concentrated in the 1ower “raZes.
'Of the total Alberta s hoo] popu1at1on 35 5% were .in. graca
‘Ln1ne or above, comparez to 5% of the Hutterrtes ‘
The same th1ng 7pp11es to that port1on of the popula-

tion ‘who has Teft schpo] on a full-time basis. For all other
A]berta re11g1ons, 67 6% did so afcér reach1ng at 1east grade

eleven, compared_td 17.8% of Hutter®tes. .“;" ' | ﬁ '

Period of :Immigration

Tab1e 15 revea]s that the mnaor part of - Hutter1te immi= |
grat1on to Canada occurred before 1945 Before this date
510 people entered the prov1nce (all of them from the Un1ted

\States)_‘ Th1s group represents on]y 8 4% of the tota] :

e
9

N .
P
i
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TABLE 15

Immigration of Hutterites into Alberta

Period - ‘Birthplace Number --Percéntagea
Before 1931-1945 U.S.A. - 510 8.4
© 1946-1955 . Germany 15 0
SR U.S.A. . s 0.1
©1956-1964 . Germany 5 0.1
» U.S.A. 5 0.1
Othera . . 15 - 0.2
1965-1968 | Germany - 5 0.1
| : S US.AS 5 0.1
1969-197%, . U.S.A. 5 0.1
- Canadian born . . 5535 907
Total - _' '6 105" 100:0"
q0ther: countries other than U. K , Germany, Jta@y, ;
|~ _Polahd, Republic of Ireland, U.S.A., =&
[ uAustra]1a, Central America, Hungary, or the
; . U.S!S.R. S

o i o
[Source: 1971 Census of Canada. -
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Hutterite popu]ation in 197]' but 89 5% of all non- nat1ve
Canadian Hutterites ' In fact it is apparent that there has

been re]at1ve]y 11tt]e Hutter1te immigration to Alberta-

hs1nce 1945

Of those who have 1mm1grated the vast maJor1ty have

.come from the U S., a]though a few have come d1rect1y from

Germany.' Th1s does not mean to 1mp1y, however, that the

' former 1mm1gre S were a11 nat1ve Amer1cans =

Th1s 1nformat1on serves to 1nd1cate the 1mportance of -
natural 1ncrease to. Hutter1te popu]at10n growth A]though

the popu]at1on is not ent1re1y c]osed to m1grat1on, un11ke

‘most other popu]at1ons its 1nternat1ona1 movements are

“minimal. The matter of inter- prov1nc1a1 mlgrat1on is qu1te

d1fferent however There is v1rtua]1y no 1nformat1on pre-‘s"
sent]y ava1]ab1e to 1nd1cate the extent of such movement
One can only assume that the Hutter1te cu]ture is notfby

nature m1gratory, un]ess forced to be‘so through persecut1on

or a general necess1ty to establish- new co]on1es Even so,

'the maJor1ty of new c010n1es branch1ng out, appear ‘to have

,__done SO w1th1n the or1g1na1 province ‘(with the except1on of

vthe per1od 1951 56 when 377 Hutter1tes ]eft Alberta to

1sett]e in Saskatchewan).

For .this reason the f0110w1ng d1scuss1o’ bf'Hgtter1te

‘i‘

‘fert111ty and morta11ty is most 1mportant 1% ex@]ann1ng

“their remarkab]e growth pattern



Hutterite Population Dynamics

Estimates of Fertility

_ Severa] est1mates of crude birth rate for the
Hutter1te popu1at1on were obtained us1ng the ‘three d1ffer{
ent techn1ques developed by BogUe and- Pa]more, Re]e, and
Coa]e and Demeny as previously deta11ed These est1mates o
are presented 1n~Tab1e 16.
o The range of these est1mates 1s qu1te extensive, and-
each one has 1its re]at1ve merits and weaknesses Rather
than se?ect1ng one estimate as the "true" measure of
Hutter1te fert111ty, they are all presented to prov1de the
\ 1nterva1 within wh1ch the true estlmate Ties. . |
| I't is s1gn1f1cant thatﬁ;he ]owest est1mates‘of crude -
b1rth rate are those ba57d on the proport1on of the popu-}
}aﬁ1on aged O 4 years. | These est1mates are cons1stent1y i
1ower than thos based on the proport1on of the popu]at1on
- b 9 years of age. It wou]d appear that more recent
_vferti]ity.(children‘0—4) is much lower than‘it Was five
.years before'(children 5-9). -0f course that is assum1ng ‘
there were no maJor d1fferences 1n 1nfant morta11ty '_v .\:>-
affect1ng the two age groups _ ,
- _ In 1956 the genera1 A]berta C.B.R. was”28.0 hutaby_
~197J 1t had dropped“to ]8-8 A]though the .province as a
who]e exper1ence@ a .very s1gn1f1cant drop in its’ C.B.R.

between 1956 and 1971 the changeujn Hutter1te C.B.R, is



Estimates of Hutterite Cr

TABLE 16

"1971 Census of - ‘Canada Data

ude Birth Rate From

Estimation

Census Base

CBR

'Technique

Bogue-Paimore

Ré1é

-Coa]e-Demeny‘

Percentage of popu]at1on
0-4 years

 Percentage of popu]at1on

5-9 years

Percentage of popu]at1on
0- 14 years

Children(0-4)/women (15-49)

Children(5-9)/women(20-54)

.Cumulative propdrtiohs in
age- groups O -4, 5-9, 10-14,

15-19

0/00.
35.9

41.7

40.7

32.9
403

38.9

fSource; Author's computations:

L~
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'outstand1ng in 11ght of the1r apparent reJect1on of

BWrth contro] Practices.

ANg the percentage of the Hutter1te popu]at1on
0-4 years gg(age, it is est1mated that the total fert1]1ty
rate in 1971 was 5, 095 | This means approximately 5.]
ch11dren_per WOman' This f1gure is much higher than that
for Alberta as a whole (T F. R 2, 435 or 2.4 children per
woman) | .. . : o .. :

The ratio of ch1]dren 0-4 years to. women 15- 49 years
was used to estimate" age specific fert1]1ty rates, us1ng
the ‘Bogue- Pa]more technique, wh1ch are given in Table 17

Tab]e 17 reveals that a]though Hutter1te fert111ty
remains h1gh A1ts pattern has def1n1te1y changed since 1950,
Somewhat surpr1s1ng]y, cons1der1ng the rise 1n average age
at marr1age for the Hutter1tes, their 15-19 age- spec1f1c
fert111ty rate has risen from 12 0 to 42.4. Th1s is d1ff1-.v
cu]t to explain, a]though it may in part be accounted for
by an 1ncreas1ng number of marr1ages in. this age group

; However, the Hutter1te age spec1f1c fert1]1ty rate for those
;; 15 19 years rema1ns lower than that of the genera] A]berta

populatwon

;v'« : «’,
A w

; \Q;{ For a1] the other age groups Hutter1te fert111ty rates_
m; have decllnen most s1gn1f1cant]y in the 1ater ages. In_
.;%add1t1on, the peak per1od of fert111ty prev1ous]y was |

- between the ages of 30 and 34 at a 1eve] of 391.1, whereas'

in 1971 1t was . between -ages 25 and 29 at on]y 300 5 The «

o



TABLE 17

Age-Specific Fertility Rates (0/00) For AT7] Alberta, 1971;
Alberta Hutterites, 1971; United States, 1946-50; :
and Hutterites (U.S. ang Canada), 1946-50
. (per 1000 female population in corresponding,age'grOUp)

I B _ Alberta o

- Age - Hutterites United States Hutterites Alberta
.(Tn years) 1946-50 | 1946-50 ° 19717 1977
15-19 -~ 920 . 748 4pg 54.0
20-24 2319 190.3 . 2071.0 159.8
25-29 382.7 o ieé.z_ 300.5 7 1544
30-32 391.1 | 102.5‘ | 238.8 781,
35-39 3446 5.2 1621 - 3.5
40-44 - 2083 15,2 S5z g
45-49- 21 gy 8.6 0.5

- Source: Cook (1954:99); Alberta yitg] Statistics,
- Preliminary Annual Report, 1971;@Gata1ogue
84-20],/1€b1e 6, p.15; and 1971 Census of
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general trend appears to be toward h1gh fert111ty at lower

ages and an earlier and more sudden drop in fert1]1ty as

nthe female popu]at1on ages.

By - app1y1ng the Hutter1te age- spec1f1c fert111ty

iR
~rates to the overa11 A]berta age distribution, it .would be

poss1b1e to demonstrate that total Hutter1te fert111ty
wou1d be Tess with an older pbpu]at1on (such as that of the

prov1nce as a who]e). I't is the comb1nat1on of hxgh age-

'~spec1f1c Hutter1te fert1]1ty and a re]at1ve1y high propor-

tlon of- the Hutter1te popu]ataon of reproduct1ve age which

1~contr1butes to the1r h1gh 1eve1 of total fert111ty

'Est1mates of Morta11ty and Growth Rate

“Coale and Demeny's niodel 1ife tab]e supp11éd an

estimate ////ﬁ\\\‘”ﬁ\\

of crude~ death\rate and growth ratﬁvas well as

crude birth rate As was mentioned prev1ously the West

'”_4 2 and 3.5 respect1ve1y

Because the Re]e est1mates of crude b1rth rate are not

sens1t1ve to morta11ty, to the. extent that. expectat1on of

'11fe at birth may be est1mated -to the nearest 10 these

'est1mates may:be used to- ar£1ve at a measure of 1nfant

morta11ty - This is accompli'shead by app]ylng the Rele ,



\

1
estime Focre- biprth raib Coale

model - “le: Wit the apprcﬁg 2 Jtribution. The
TN

resu’ ‘s s fap.le infar . mo -t of 9.01 and-a male
rate = 21 go. _ |
Tie:a _aath r?teh~ i Cew Qtion‘with the Crude birth
rates appliccale t. - cable age distributions yield a
mate growth rate or 38.1 and a female growth rate of 31. 9
for the Hutterite population. |
.The correspond1ng rates for Alberta as a wholeein
v1971 were a crude death rate of 6, 5 and rate of natura] ‘
1ncrease of 12 3 The Hutterite. crude death rate is lower
than that of A]behta as a who]e for the same time per1od
.desp1te exposure to the same mortality cond1t1ons The.

'_d1fference is almost ent1re1y due .to the h1gh proport1on of

~the Hutter1te popu]at1on under 15 years of age
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- 'ci\lAPfTER V., e

INDICATORS OF SOCI%L CHANGE IN- THE
' HUTTERITE POPULATION

Every soc1ety or p@ﬁu]at1on is subJect to constant
social change through ymgtf1cat1on of estab11shed patterns
of behav1or or organ12at1on We are we]] aware of changes
which have occurred in Canada ‘as a ‘whole in the past 23
years, regard1ng values. govern1ng marr1age\and fam11y s1ze.
With incr eas1ng concern for the educat1ona1 and career\
patterns of women,'and va]ues re1ated to pre marwta] sexua]
relations, abort1on,'and s1ng]e parenthood 1t is not- sur-

. Ll.
prising that there shou]d result changes in -the t1m1ng of

" both marrwages and b1rths ." - S - ﬂ#j!P
- The - Hu@i@r1te popu]at1on of Alberta; desp1te 1ts_ :
1sotated cond1t1on, does not ex1st 1n a vacuum : In fact,

’because of 1ts rap1d1y 1ncreas1ng size,” 1t is becom1ng
1ncreas1ngTy difficult for Hutter1te co]on1es to ma1nta1n
the’ c]ose, 1nforma1 re]at1onsh1ps with each other that- they-
once enJoyed; -and thereby the un1form1ty of be11ef and

.custom wh1ch has enab]ed the1r surv1va1 as an autonomous—~

| culture ‘ As the1r numbers 1ncrease so do the1r contacts

.w1th ‘the outs1de wor]d and their exposure to externa],
st1mu]1 for change ) |

It is qu1te probab]e that certain religious- be11efs,

part1cu1ar1y those 1nf1uenc1ng the1r high rate of
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reproduction have experienced some"fgrﬁhof informal modi-
"<fitation With these considerations in m1nd this study
‘ attempted to test the foTTow1ng hypotheses | |
'ITthhe Hutter1te birth rate in Alberta in 1971

was less than that prev1ous]y recorded for

Hutter1tes

2. The growth rate of the ATberta Hutter1te
population was Tower in 1971 than prev1ousTy~f'~

-recorded rates.

- 3. As a consequence of the above. two trends the
age distribution will indicate a Tesser pre—
dominance of'youth (proport1on of the tota]

.popuTat1on under 15 years of age)

4. The average age at f1rst marrlage of ATberta:

'.‘Hutter1tes was h}gher in 1971 than that P

prev1ousTy recorded

The prof11e of the ATberta Hutterite. populat1on as it'~:

existed 1in 1971 presented here, f1TTs in many gaps in our
Hknow]edge of th1s un1que re11g1ous group Tt dis: 1mportant

10 recogn1ze, however smaTT the degree to wh1ch Hutter1te

T'demography has changed-_even though the Hutter1te popu]at1on‘

has ma1nta1ned an amaz1ngTy similar prof11e

The major changes.that have occurred reTate to:the
\ : Co . .

elements:of population dynamics,(for eXampTe fertility,'

v
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mortality, marriage, and growth): o o,

]..Ferti]jtx:‘The'Hutterite crude-birth rate has'

2.

3.

KN

dec]1ned from a ]eve] of 45 9 1n 1950 to 38.4

(an average of the est1mates) in 197] This

» amounts to a 16.3A dec11ne in 21 years.

The age- specific fert111ty rates dec]1ned
s1gn1f1cant1y in every f1ve year age grOUp
between 20 and 49 years from 1950 to 1971

Only the 15-19. age- spec1f1c rate 1ncreased

. As a result of the 1ower b1rth rate there is a

]esser proport1on of the tota1 popu]atlon
between the ages of 0 and 5 years. ' The per-
centage of the total decllned from 20 in 1950

-

to 15 in 197]

Age at~Marria§e- The. Hutter1te,mean age. at —

marr1age has r1sen from 22, 0 years to 24, .9 years -

for fema]es, and from 23 5 years to 26 O years

for ma]es between 1950 and 1971

Morta]1tz Hutterite fema]e morta11ty has dec]1ned

to the po1nt ‘where there are now more fema]es ‘than

ma]es in the age groups over. 40 whereas'1n'1950

ma]es outnumbered fema]es in the 1atter“heif of,_

the age d1str1but1on IR j o
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‘ N
4. Rate of Natural Increase- The- Huttethe rate of

natural 1ncrease has- dec]1ned from 41.5 in ]950
}‘""f‘ﬁ to §5 5 average f1gure) in ]971 This repre-

-sentsna 14;5%wdec11ne;‘

Determinants of Change

Desp1te the fact that Hutter1tes are cont1nu1ng to
ex1st as a h1gh1y cohes1ve soc1a1 group, it is obv1ous that
'the degree of the dec11ne in the1r fert111ty 1nd1cated here

is not a chance f]uctuat1on Eaton:and Mayer (1953 282)

%

indicated’ that certatn b1rth contro] pract1ces such as
ster111zat1on and rhythm method may have been c0m1ng 1nto
use in 1950, pr]mar11y amongst women over tho age of 35, At
~that t1me they had ]1tt1e data to substant1ate their hypo—

thes1s, other than pre]1m1nary observat1on of a h1gh

,1nc1dence of abdom1na1 surg1ca1 scars in women over 35 -

,wh1ch fed them to SpECL ate thtt not a11 ster1]1zat1ons %

AN

' *were performed for medical reasons In any case, the -«

-

—— - ’

p11cat1ons of such poss1b1]1t§es wou]d not. have been
T\s1b1e for some time. It may be that the. dec11ne in agee
”;spec1f1c fert111ty shown here 1s the observable effect of
3Wan unoff1c1a] change af att1tude amongst Hutter1te women
. w1t& respect to the advantages of fewer ch11dren.

| However, there appears to be a trend in the oppos1te
d1rect1on, towards h]gher fert1]1ty, among younger=f§"

Hutter}teromen Th1s ana1y51s reveals the rlse “in age at



marr1age as exp]a1n1ﬂg v1rtua]]y a]] of the reduct1on in
crude birth rate In fact, based on the techanue des-
cW1bed.by Kr1shnan‘(197]), ‘the 1ncrease in’ fema]e averageux
'.age at marr1age from 22.0 years to 24. 9 years wou]d y1e1d

.a 29% reduct1on in crude b1rth rate. However, the crude"’*
'b1rth rate on]y dec]1ned 25% (based on the Coa]e and »
Demenyve%t1mate) S0 :t would appear there was an add1t1ona1
:actor which 11m1ted the actui] fert1]1ty dec11ne due +o age
“h‘at marr1age j This add1tqona1 factor is probab]y the
-1ncrease 1n tert111ty of younger Hutter]te women, as

_1nd1cated by the 1ncrtase in the 15 19 age spec1f1c fert111ty

. rate . The apparent 1ncrease in fert111ty of Hutter1te women

‘ haged 15-19 cou]d be a function of 1ncreased participation in

pre- mar1ta1 sexua] re1at1ons, a]though 1t is; 11ke1y that any
pregnanc1es resu1t1ng ﬁrom ‘Such re]at1ons would sub$pquent1y

be 1eg1t1m1zed

Areas of Little Change

Areas in which the Hutter1tes appear to have - changed'
very 11tt1e re]ate to genera] popu]at1on character1st1cs |
For examp]e the vast maJor1ty (937) of Alberta's. Hutter1tes
have ma1nta1ned German "as their f1rst language, 95% ma1n-
Mgfta1n farm res1dence, and 827 of those Hutterites not
Whattend1ng schoo] fu]] t1me have less than grade 10 educat1on

.These factors 1nd1¢ate the cont1nu1ng h1gh degree of ckl-

(
- tura] homogene1ty w1th1n the Hutter1te popu]at1on Despite
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‘external pressures to utilize Eng]1sh 1n bu51ness transac—

't1ons, and pressure for 1and to pursue agr1cu]tura1
-.act1v1t1es, the Hutter1tes appear not to have altered the1r
htrad1t1ona1 ]1festy1e Unfortunate]y the census tabulations
~on 1anguage spokah at home provide no 1nd1cat1on as to
know1edge of Eng]1sh as a second 1anguage In add1t1on the
census tabu]at1ons do not 1nd1cate any poss1b]e spec1a11za-
‘}t1on or extens1on of agr1cu1tura1 act1v1t1es 1nto such/ .
‘th1ngs as proce551anor manufactur1ng of goods. It is qu1te
poss1b1e that externa] pressures are not yet great enough to
.anecess1tate these changes, but in any case the’ census data

are 1nsuff1c1ent to Provide any useful information in.

th1s regard

"

Some Areas that Need Inqu1ry

- The maJor questlons left unanswered in this stuay
concern the reason for the dec11ne 1n Hutter1te fert1]1tyﬁ

in the ]ater ages, and the manner in which it has been

\

»brought about. In add1t1on, there is the quest1on of why_

fert1]1ty 1ncreased at the younger ages. ' A much more

'spec1f1c study of current Hutter1te att1tudes to marr1age,
.pre mar1ta] sex, and famlly p]ann1ng att1tudes and

pract1 es’ 1sznecessary before these quest1ons-can be'

y ‘ ‘ ) | L - S :
answered I '

More 1nformat1on\1s a]so needed on the extent of

|

Hutter1te 1nte.—prov1nc1a1 and 1ntra prov1nc1a] mOVements



=

It has been assumed throughout the present study that such

movements are minimal and therefore, have ]1tt]e effect

T 76t

‘on.population growth. Trad1t1ona11y th1s has- beéngthe~%ase,ngf
ng

however as fert1]1ty patterns appear to have cha
be 1nterest1ng to exam1ne popu]at1on mobility as another

aspect of Hutterite 11festy1e subJect to change

+

d, Tt may~



‘ - CHAPTER VI

s

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The past and present pattern of growth of the

Hutterite population of North Amerfcabdepends prfmarﬁ]y on
an»unUSua1 ferti]ity eXperience Morta11ty cond1t1ons among
the Hutter1an Brethren are similar to those of the average
Canadian; and due to, certain re11g1ous precepts 1t is in
essence a popuﬂat1on closed to . m1grat1on, therefore fertility
performance 1s the maJor d1st1ngu1sh1ng demograph1c feature

, ‘of the Hutter1te popu]at1on It 1s“for this reason the
present study attempts to monitor the course of recent
A]berta Hutterite fent111ty performance, w1th emphas1s on'
the poss1b111ty of ch:hg1ng fert111ty patterns

The known character1st1cs of the Hutter1te popu]at1on

have been compared to those of .. a*theoret1ca] stab1e or, qual1-

stab1e popu]at1on Thewzutter1tes come. very close ‘to repre-

-~

senting a stabTe popu1at1on,'1n that they have ma1nta1ned

an approx1mate1y S1m11ar shaped popu]at1on pyram1d for the
'decadts 1970 & 1950. - '

~In disc ss1ng the cultura] determ1nants of Hutter1te

demography it has been po1nted out that they ran esent a -

pr1m1t1ve" populatfon in hav1ng cultural patterns favour1ngv

h1gh fert1]1ty, but are qu1te “modern” in the1r acceptance
~of patterns affect1ng morta11ty : Many Hutter1te cu]tura]
trad1t1ons Create ¢ socTa] env1ronment favour1ng max1mum

B ]
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_human fertflity, however there are also many'addifionaT
facfors which act to 1owerfreproduction below a "true
maximum". A1l of these factons are examined in ]1ght of.
cont1nua11y 1npreas1ng external and 1nterna] pressuresgfor
social change. - _ - E
The data used to analyze Hutter1te popu]at1on
character1st1cs or1g1nate from a .request for a spec1a]
'tabu]at1on from the 1971 Census of Canada Est1mates of .
.fert111ty (crude b1rth rates; total fert111ty rate,.and age-.
specific fert111ty rates); morta11ty (crude death rate and B
infant morta11ty rate); marr1age'(avera%e'age‘at marriage);
and growth (rate}of‘ﬁatura] inerease) are derfved from the f;»w

_censusfdata. In addition Hutter1te cnaracter1st1cs such as
4

- age distribution, 1eve1 of schoo11ng, 1anguage spoken at

home, and . .period -of 1mm1grat1on are’ a]so examined. The
resu]ts of the analysis of 197] Hutter1te data have been
compared to data co11ected by Eaton and Mayer (]953), who
'conducied an extens1ve study of Hutter1te demography in. 1950.
o The resu]ts of the ana]ysws reveal significant changes

1n recent A]berta Hutter1te demography in the fo]]ow1nq

areas: ‘
1. The. Hutter1te crudegb1rth rate has dec ined ’
. ‘f;Zm a- Tevel of 45: Y ’ 1971
The age spec1f1c fer 1, iiim» s j' jecTined'

20 and 49 years On]y the 15 1q age- spec1f1c ﬁate‘

Sl #

~increased.



3

As a result of the Tower birth rate there is a

- . o

lesser proportion of the total population between

the ages of 0 and 5 years between 1950 and 1971,

The Hutterite mean-age at marriage has risen

from 22.0 years to 24.9 years for femaTes;’and‘

'from‘23.5 years to 26.0 years for males between

»1950-and,1971., I €

Hutter1te fema1e morta11ty has dec11ned to the

hY

po1nt where there are now more fema]es than

“males in the age groups over 40, whereas 1n-

»
.,4 e

1950 males outnumbered fema]es in the latter

half of the age d1str1but1on;

The Hutter1te rate cf natural increase‘has

“
\

dec]%ned from 41 5 “n 1950 to 35.5 in 1971.

I'In conc]us1on there is a brief d1scu551on of possible
. determinants of-these changes, inc]uding such possibi]ities

as the adoption of birth contro] pract1ces, postponement of

hY

marr1age to defer ch11dbear1ng, and 1ncreas1nq preva]ence

of premar1ta1 sexual re]at1ons
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/‘ o - APPENDIX A '
List of‘A1berta Hutterite Colonies as of 1964:
Lehrer 1eut,_A1befta

.'AddPeSS’

i

~

Name - Year Founded Population
“1. Rgckport Magrath 1918 70
- 2. 00d Elmst ~ing Magrath 1918 119
3. New Elmspring Magrath 3 1918 100
4. Milford - Raymond . 1918 122
5. /B1g Bend. . Cardston =" 1920 120
6 /M1am1 “New Dayton : 1924 78
7/ Elmspring Warner . N 1929 78
8/ Huttervilte Magrath . 1932 142
?. New Rockport New Dayton - 1932 1371
0.0.K. Raymond - 1934 . 95~
/11 .Rocklake Wrentham 1935 128
f’TZ.Sunnys1te ‘Warner 1935 84
¢ 13.Macmillan Cayley 1937 110
/ 14.Crystal Spr1ng Magrath . 1937 124
/ 15.Newdale Queenstown .. 1950 108
16.Acadia Oyen 1952 133
17.New Milford Winnifred 1953 155
_ lﬁyRosedale Etzikom 1953 129
,19.Springside Duchess 1955 136
. 20.Handhills Hanna 1956 117
21.Newell Bassano: 1962 98
ﬂ;ﬁ22.Bow Citv Bow City 1964 83
Darius-Leut, Alberta
1. Stand-off Ft.Macleod 1918 118
psl. West Raley "Cardston’ 1918 98
#:3. Wilson Siding Lethbridge 1918 50
4. Springvale ' Rockyford ~1918 65
5. Rosebud. Rockyford 1918 119
6. East Cardston Cardston 1918 70
7. Stahlville Rockyford 1919 85
8. New York Maybutt , 1924 130
- 9. Ewelme . Ft.Macleod 1925 105
10.New Rosebud Beiseker 1926 61
11.Pincher Creek Pincher Crzek 1926 71
12.Granum - Granum 1930 . 82
~13.Wo1f Creek. - Stirling 1930 BT
14.Riverside Ft.Macleod 1933 . 64
15.Lakeside Cranford . 1935 . 90
16.Sandhill 1936 98 ——

Beiseker



Name

.Cayley
-Thompson

Fairview

.Pine Hi11
.Tschetter-
.Camrose
-Ferrybank -
-Holt(Irma)
<Red Willow
.Pibrock
.Scottford ‘
.Spring Creek
-Sunshine -
.Veteran
-B.0. .
-Huxley =~
.Box Elder
Minburn
-Ribstone

36.

Spring Point

L

Source: Peters, 1955

i

Address

‘Cay1ey‘

Glenwood

Crossfield -

Ponoka
Irricana

Camrose |

"Ponoka !
‘Irma

Red Wil7ow
Pibrock

{. . ’
Ft.Sashétchewan

Walsh /
Hussar

. Veteran

Marwayne
Huxley-
Walsh/

Minbufrn
Edgarton

~ Brockett

/
/
!

[ Year Eounded
—=¢dr rounded

1937

1939 .

1944

1948°

1948

~ 1949

1949

"1949
1949
1953
1953
1956
1956

1956
1957

- 1958
‘1960 -

1960
1960

1960

\

Lo

Pogu1atf0n"

67
60
130
96

120

90

103
70 -

- 84



