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. political career, as chief Tory propagandiet for Robcrt

Herley 8 @overnment in l71ﬂ-—llx writer a,n,d'editor‘ of

Abstract
‘Jonathan Swift . epent‘ a/‘\ifetime in search of that
‘pfwer which, he felt, he had’ been*born without. This thesia‘,

documents Swift s etruggle for powerx from a power-lees

position at, birth, through his ‘rise to a position of

impprtance in the Irieh Church, to the ‘summit of ,hila”

ithe

’ Examiner. ‘ ' S I ' - '
'\ ” BN ' .
Swift saw the writer's poeition Qe a powerful one, a

poeition where one could shepe reality in certain waye to

achieve ‘certain enda._ Swift' 8 conczeption of writing as

power is what made him. for 'a time, the "'fire_t lord of

’ English political journalists.l i

.\
a
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L , ¢ Introduction ~:- .
‘ ' ' ' e ' - : : .
Jonathan - Swift was ‘fascinated by\‘power, In “his’
»
accounts of his early l1ife, he is obsessed by the fact th&t

he was born without powe? neither land, title, ‘£3£
fortune' in letters written late in his life, he has become if
obsessed with the fact that he feels he will aie powerless ,ﬁ
During his life, the means Swift chose to pursue power was‘

\

writing g |
My thesis begins with a short biography of Jonathan i
izift, from birth to' is assumption of his duties ‘as chief
Tory propagandist of the Harley government in l7lﬂtll The
' biography I have presented here is a’ traditional one, what
I have called the "canOnical" swift biography. I have
chosen not to enter the critical debate over Swift 8’
parentage or various other biographical details that were,_
I felt, outside the scope of this thesis./‘
| My second chapter deals with the/problem of writing
" swift's biography. Although a generaliy accepted biography
(of Swift has formed itself out’ of/a nwriad of.critical

;'bpinions and much research, the process of arriving at an

»

acceptable biography has not by en simple.v Swiftn was to '

write,> 'Whig . and EX"'Q have built their several Systems"'

of political Faiths not upo‘ Enquiries after Truth, but

upon Opposition to each ot'er .:L"‘("The Sentiments of a’
Church-of-ﬁagland Man,.‘ cII. ): in many ways, Swift'

biographers have acted‘ ut a version of Swift,s Whig and




,;all ‘of them. S '« "\‘ ‘."-f.-

'fof “the.. Examiner /

L

[ ‘ -

o

schoole tended 30 "close ranks" around a particular version‘

@

. of a biographical detail. to the excluaion of/:giiigg;ers C
' The Writing of Swift 8 biography has thus: become itself an

1 ) ) " f

exercise in power.’ ' ..‘-
RS

My third chapter‘is a description ofﬁthe coming to

‘power‘ of . Robert‘ Harley and  his predominantly Tory

‘Parliament in 1716 The Examiner is traced from conception

i
)

" to birth.

The fourth chapter is composed'ofytwo parts: the first
part discugsee the conceived pnrposee of the.é;aminer.as‘a'
shaper and molder not oniy‘of'the’public;perceptions of the.

Tory party, ‘but of the Tories themselvesJ The second.part

. discusses . the effectivenees of the Examiner.’ There is

‘considerable evidence:4that‘ the Examiner ' was extremely

effective propaganda.

-

Chapter five dé"ls w1th a- lox%standing debate among

hSwift scholars~ what to make of Swift's shift in political‘

'alliance from Whig to Tory in 1716 There are at least four

o
possible explanations given for.ﬁwift s Whig "aefection"-

‘there are elements of truth in . each approach- 1t is

d <
therefore ll.ely that the truth lies in some. combination of

My final. sixt fchapter‘concentratee on a eingle‘iseue"

| 'aisplaying many of the techniquest‘employed by Swift-

.."'A.* o VA

‘f‘throughout the Examiner.,_,mg;‘ .

My thes;s—thus traces the role of power in a certainfp‘

Ny

'umber '16: .23 November/'l7lﬂ), asx ‘1t.
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S
- phase of the 1i£e of Jonathan Swift:ifrom hia birth into’a ‘

powerless family. without 1and, title, or "fortune," to his.
position ;.aoh‘ %he' "first lord “ofé English politioal"
journalists.f, Both for the biographer-—writing Swift--and
Nthe proo;gandiat-—Swift writing—-power plays a significant

L

role. " » , o oo



-

) l. Biégraphy:“Swift, 1667-1710
Jonafh;n Swifé_was born 3@ November 1667 in‘Dublin of
recently settled English parents. Swift w&s to write (in
the ahort.autobiographical‘piecq he calded the "Family of
: Swifg")‘that his parents' marriage "was on both sides very
indiscreet,” la;gely because it was®a marriage.cgytracted'
lwithout a'“fortuﬁe," made Orlinherited, on either side, to
recomhend“}t: Jonathan Swift éenior diéd "before he could

make a sufficient';stablishment.for his family,"” while Mrs.

Swift (née Abigail gfich) "brought her husband littl; or ﬁo
fortune” (PW Vv, 192). 1In addition, Swift's father's death
occurred before young Jonath4h~was born, though Swift is
neport?d to h;ve insist;d that he was born "Time enough to,
save his Mothéf's Credit"” (Pilkington, 68).

Swift's hereditary 1aék of- a "Title and Fortune" seems
to have bothered him greatly. Deape Swift remarks ih_his
_biography of Swift that ‘in fact "... Dr. Swift could never
endure to be called an Irishman, having really no sort of
title to boaat.his genealogy.;." (28). And Swift himsélf

!

claimed that he “"felt the [largely socio-economic]
consequences ofv[ﬂis parents‘]‘marriage nd£ onely tﬂfough
the whole course of his education, but during the gréaﬁest
part of his life" (PW v, 192). SQift apparently thought of
himself as living £is whole life in an effort to overcome
his "disadvantaged"” start.‘ Swift_makeé tﬁié attitude quité
explicit .in a letter to Pope déped é Apfil 1729. Swift

writes: "... all my endeavours. from a boy to distinguish my

4



self, wore. onely for want of a- great Title and Fortune,
that I might be used like a Lord by those who have an
opinibn of my parts; . and so .the réputation of wit or
*great learning doePlthe office of a blue‘ribband, or of a

coach and six horses” (Cofres. 11T, 330-1)- A "blue

ribband" and a “"coach and six horses" are representative of
the‘ gentry: perr and 'hedlth;\ Swift spent his vlife in
.éursuit “of that-‘power which, he 'felt, it had been his
misfortune to be born without.

Although he ;as distressed that his immediate family
was undistinguished, Swift is quick.£o point out ﬁh;t‘if'
was, at least, réspectable; his father, when he died,\"waé
much larﬁented on account of his r.eputation for integrity
with a tolerable good uhderstanding“ (Pw Vv, 191); and of
his mother he writes: JIf the way to Heaven be thtoggh‘
piety, truth, justicé, and, charity,. she.is theré; (gﬁﬂv,
196). The Swift family was undérsténding, réspectable,
fu%l of integrity; Swift yearns, instead, to be wealthy and
powerful. ,

Swift's strange account of his early life ("The Family

o . LY , °
of Swift") continues: "... when he was a year old, an event

o * &
happened to him that seems very unusuall; for. his Nurse who
was a woman of Whitehaven, being under an absolute

necessity of seeing one: of her relations, who was then

il

extremely "sick, and from.whom she'expected a Leépcy; and

—

being at the same time extremely fond of the infant, she

stole him on shipboard unknown to.his Mother and Uncle, and

- E Y



carryed him with her to Whitehaven, where he continued for
almost three years.” Swift~“was too young, and apparently
too sickly, to risk the return vo&égewto Ireland for some

time, but he is careful to note that he was not mistreéted:

“The nurse was 80 careful of him that before he returned he

had learnt‘to spell, and by the time he was three years old
he codid read aﬁy chapter in the Bible" (gﬂ V,v192);5 In
other words, Swift claims to have been kidnapped as an
infant by his ﬂuree,~and dqiéined by her with the‘knowledgeﬂ
and consent of his mother and of his uncle Godwin Syift
(who had become a guardian Fnd a source of income for the'
young widow and her'child:ep) for a perioa of something"
;ike three yeafs.fﬁv ‘
‘ Swift began his formal education in Ireland in 1673.
Laréely' because of the financia1 backing of ﬁis uncle
" Godwin, he was enrolled in Kilkenny School, one of the best
‘{pstitutions in the country. In 1686, he grééuated‘with
his' B.A. degree "speciali gratia,” literally, "by special
grace." It wa§ a mark whiéh would bpther swift for years:
”..;»this discreditable mark aé':: am,K told, stands ubon

Y

record . in their College Registry" (gﬂ VvV, 192)... At times,

¥

Swift 'éppafently. néxaggerated ‘his Afdisgrace“; Mrs.

Pilkington reports that he claimed onég to hér that he "was
etopped‘pf his.Degreé as a Dunce" (69). Fo;'sbﬁg‘years,
" the "speciglifgragig"-story was treated with the same gort -
i 6f reliéh Ae once were the stories ofAShakespearq being an
}uned-ixcate‘d 'f'4b'umpkin. or of ‘E‘in'steip\_ failing -at his early

v



schooling. However, both Craik (12416) and Ehrsnpreis
(swift I, 57f63) discuss the "speciali gratia ranking in
sbme detail: the college records indicate that not only‘was
it not the mark of gravs dishonour that Swift claimed it to
be, but it was not an unusual mark, either. Swift was, in
short, not an. outstandingly brilliant student, but h§ was
"'not an outstandingly qull one, either- .

Early in 1689, "the Troubles then breaking out” Wéﬂ v,
193), Swift:left Ireland to visit his mother in Leicestér;
later that same year, he‘first entered the household of‘Sir
William Temple as secretary, ﬁnd helped to move Sir William.i
and his' household to Moor Park in Surrey.

The "Troubles of which Swift writes can_ best be
described as "religious conflicts." Their background can.
be traced to a beginning‘with the Cromwellian Settlement,
and its (then) new trend towards making the question of
.religion one of financial importance. With the Restoration
of Charles II.to the throne, the old English Catholics had‘
expected to regain all of the properties they had held at
the outbreak of hostilities;'the Cromweilian "settlers,“-on"
the other hand, those who vhad - benefitted 'from the
confiscation of Catholic land in .the 16503, were reluctant
to give up their i possessions. Thus, as Downie\writes,”
“Catholics were disappointed at failing td recover thsir
estates in full; Protestants were aggrieved at having to

-

surrender any ‘land ' whatever to} returning Catholics

'ﬂ‘(Jonathan swift, political Writer, 22). In Ireland at




]
‘

Yeast, the Protestant/catholicAuneasiness had been stirring
sgzce the 1640s, providing an interesting background to

ft's lrish‘education- ‘

James II was the younger brother of Charles. II, and a’
;Catholic. He succeeded to the English throne in 1685 and
beganhhis reign according to an "English tradition ; Downie
notes that although James was a Papist, he wasgfirst of all

an Englishman. In 1687, the Catholic Tyrconnell_:eplaced

L}

Clarendon as 'Lord hDeputy of ‘Ireland, .and a strong
. ' . ' [ ‘

resurgence; ofy Catholic feeling could be detected 'in
Ireland. Downie notes;that Swift's "..» @Qareness of the
_Qulnerability of the Anglican Establishment, particularl§
in Ireland, can with confidence be attributedltoqhis first-
) hand knowledge of veventsf;which took place around 1688.
Trinity College was, after all, the bastion of Protestant‘

Culture in Ireland,Aandf.as such, it had felt some of the

Catholic backlash“ (Jonathan Swift, Political Writer, 22p

23) In June of 1688, a son was born to the Queen and
James II, and suddenly the prospect of a Papist dynasty on‘

the English thrOne became a real possibility. t

) William of Orange was the husband of Mary, James II s‘g
elded& daughter by his first marriage. W1lliam, therefore,'
had not only Mary 8" rights to .succession to uphold when ‘he.
led the‘"revolution“ against James, but those of an English
.~k1ngdom, as well.; William of Orange landed at. Torbay on 5

‘November 1688, and James and his family fled to France(

England 8 “glorious, bloodless revolution was overualmost ‘,_'




n as it hegan"‘ William of Orange, an~old friend of

“lllam Temple, became England's King W1l11am III.

declaring war on France, Antl—Catholic: sentiment spread

: rapidly arourd Europe; in Britain, ‘that séntiment  wopld

" have been felt particularly strongly in Ireland. By 1691,

the fate of Ireland s Catholics was largely sealed when the
v . ‘I/

Treaty of Limerick was signed. Roman Catholics 'were
excluded from all polltlcal power Downie notes that the
Protestant ascendancy was nqt.‘the only resylt .of the

Treaty; in 1699, the English parliament prohibited the

\ . .
export ofvlrish!wool anywhere “but to England. "This ‘set

. ¢ L ' -
the pattern for the exploitation of Ireland by.EngIand,4and
¢ . 3

throughout the eighteenth century Irish interests were‘

systematically‘sacrificed to thoSe-of the mother country"”
8]

(Jonathan Swift Political'Wniter, 42).

-

Thls is the perlod and the atmosphere that saw the

b rth of  Swift's politicalylldeas and his | politicalv

e £

prejudices, it also saw the b:Lrth of the two political

partles that would play 80, large a part in Swift' srlife in

f 0.9‘

England in 1716-14.7 In very slmple terms, those who sought.
to exclude James (as a Papist,-and therefore as a threat tO‘

so—called “authentlc". British lifditylesl\ incorporating ‘

loyaity to the crown and to the crown—led Anglican church)

from the succession to the throne were first christened1

In 1689 william III joined the' rest of Europe in‘

j;.s;;, |

e .

Whugs, ‘the threat of a. civil war, with the accompanyingff_;

1 N
v

.anarchy and. threats to progertied interest? rallied the;f?n'

. . o » i
ool D e e

@
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‘property owners .to them“side of the King; they were

,originally dubbed Tories.

In the summer of 1699, after the first onslaught of
what has. now been diagnosed as Meniere 8 disease, with its

accOmpenying "giddynese and coldness of" Stomach“ thaty'”

' "pursued him. with Intermissions of two or thre [SlC] years

to the ‘end of his Life," SWLft,t "by the advice of

Physicians,,who,weakly imagined that his native air might

vbe‘of some use to reCOVer his Health“ (Pw v, 193), returned'

to Ireland. However, by the autumn of 1691, he was back in

5 Ve,

-

-£ngland, going to visit his mother at. &ficester and his

cousin Thomas in. Oxford; by the end of 'the year he was

A

-again employed by Sir William Témple:as"secretary in Moor

Park, " In 1692, primarily .as -a.  result of his former

\

’studies; he received his Master of Arts degree from Hart .

——— ‘ 1

Hall Oxford. L I

In May of 1694, Swift again left the Temple household

for Ireland,‘and‘in'October of;thatvyear.was ordained a

deacon_of the Anglican Church.,:In January of 1695, Swift

Awas-ordained a priest, he was appointed to the prebend of

'.Kilroot shortly thereafter,.and‘took up res dence there.

' If has been suggested that if Swift had wante originally:
ﬂto become a member of the clergy, he should/h ve. proceeded
lwith his clerical studies ‘and been ordained shortly after
fgraduating with his Bachelor of Arts degree. /The "delay"
Abetween B A. "and’ ordination has been labeled "indecision j.:-

‘by ,some.: and ,aimlessness by others-. it 'has led ‘to,

. . a

Sl . . o



t

specifically, A. L Rowse (for instance) coMments that "the

n Church‘....[was] not Swift sﬂfirst choice"” of career: Swift“

-

‘.aspired to other activities (likely political). but was

3never able to carry out his dreams (see Jonaghan Swift,'
d

to, the thesis that Swift was  a dedicated, religious

‘1ndiv1dual who todk his vocation very seriously.' 'Louis<

Landa comments: "It was a time of eagly matriculatiPn‘in
the universities, and the youth who graduated at the age of

‘19 or. 20 still faced an interval of three to four years

_before he was eligible for. admission’ to Orders" (Swift and--.n

the Church of Ireland, 3).- In- other‘words, Swift entered

»

"f

‘the Church as soon as he was eligible, and as soon as -an:

app01ntment was available to him.

.In 1696, dissatisfied witH the rural prebend of

Kilroot, Swift left the parish in charge of his assistants,_

and returned once again to Temple 8 household; by 1698,,he
had resigned his'post at Kilroot outright. Within monthsk
of that decision, in January 1699, Temple died.. Swift sﬂ
d‘sister Jane reported the loss to Deane Swift in a 1etter

- dated 26 May - 1699a ‘"My"poor brother has lost his best

: friend Sir William Temple, who was 80 fond of him whilst he ‘

that he made him give up living in this country

‘ . , ; -
» .

speculation that Swift "fell into" the life of the clergyy‘w

Major,Prophet, Eé}/ The evidence, however, seems to;point“

o

'[Irelnnd] to stay w th him at Moor-Park,»and promised toﬁ“-ﬂ

: came 1n between, and as left him",provided both of friende," o

e,



e r : ,7‘ W ‘
Aand l1iving” (Corres. I, 32). AR

. wBy‘Xuguet;NSwift had traveled to‘Ireland once more,
thie time ae ‘a chaplain to Lord Berkeley Early in 175%,
'app%tently as a reeult of a petition to King William pon
th% Claym of ‘a Promise. hia Majeety had made to: Sir w T,

Swift was. appointed the Vicar ‘of Laracor. Thie appointment

12

included Rathbeggan and the rectory of Agher, as well as;

later in—the year, the prebend of Dunlaven in St Patrick 8

!

Cathedral. 'I'he poeting was a bitter disapp01ntment for. :

-

swift, who had hoped for "a. Prebend of Canterbury or

"Weetminster (PW. V, l95) : Landa-surmisee that Canterbury

or Westminster were rather too ambitious for Swift to hope,

for; the important element in the etory. however, is that

"Swift. cos was disappcinted in his first expectations of-

. ‘preferment. miseing at the very beginning of his career

L that opportunity for *h benefice in the Anglican Church in

{England yhich eluded him even at the height of his power

and influence (Swift and the Church of Ireland, 5)

ﬁy‘ 170l,, Swift - was in London;‘ and eucceeded in

-peﬁauading Stella,twith her companion, Rebecca Dingley, to

“move,to Ireland. That year saw the publication of Swift 8
}§ several

"tfiretifprose 'work (he~.had earlier publishe

forgettable poems): ._A Discourse of the Contests'l nd

o Diaaenaions in Athens and Rome.f’ Swift then began a series

i

"jof tripa back and forth between England and. Ireland. ThlB

' 5‘was a period of frenetic social and 1iterary activity for

”*f{gSwift: it was during this period that he first met many offl'
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the 1eading Whigs in the social c1rcles of London, 17@2 saw

_).him receive his Doctor of Divinity degree from Trinity'

; o
College, Dublin, l7ﬂ4 marked the publication of A Tale of a

Tub.~

/From May ‘of 17ﬁ7 to June of 1709,~Swift was back 1nt
‘England on a mission on behalf of the Irish clergy, he - was —
~to solicit "Queen Anne s Bounty"sfor the Irish Church in

feudal times, the so-called "First Fruits" referred to the
‘first year's. 1ncomewzf the Church in a; given Sgnefice- ie
was customary to pay this stipend to the Pope in return for
the patronagewthat had secured the position in the first
‘place. Under the reforms of. Henry VIII, the First Fruits
_reverted ‘to"the Crown, and in’ 1703 4,. Queen Anneh{vW
established a trust fund under which the First Fruits .
payments were. used in the Church of England to augment poor"
church livings. 'The "Twentieth Parts,"‘likewise,‘was ‘a
traditional Papal tax of one—twentieth—of ‘the annual income
" of the benefice. This fund, too, had reverted to the Crown
‘under Henry VIII, and had been remitted—by Queen Anne. TThe
dIrlsh Church, nderstandably,” was anxious ‘toh secure‘
vequivaient grants for 1tself as those that were beingff
.accorded to the English Church, and had sent Sw1ft on its‘;

"behalf to secure "Queen Anne s Bounty” for them (Richard I.f} i

3 Cook, Jonathan Sw1ft as a Togy Pamphleteer,='xiii-xiv,u‘qpf

.pa_ss_i_@) o
9

' When Sw1ft frrst arrived in London to petition on’d"

-fbehalfkof‘the.Irish_clergy, ne went to great lengths tolf{g
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‘secure a meeting with Godolphin (a Whig),‘ who‘informed him

First Qruits would be political,land high°

!

that the cost %o’ the Irish Church of’ the remission .of the
2

the remission

wouldu involve .the Church 8 repeal in_ Ireland ' of the

.Sacramental Test Act.. Under the Act, holders of.political

‘office were obligated to be Anglican,‘the Test of their

with ‘little success.;

sincerity ‘was that they ‘were obliged to take ‘'part in. an

the Test Act as essential to preserve the purity of t

political system against 'Roman Catholics, “Dissenters and

'"Independants.““fln a letter to Tisdall, 3 February 1764

‘ , 5
"fleas.") . The Test Act was designed, in theory, tonensure

Swift saw its repeal in Ireland as too high a price, even

‘ for Queen Anne 8 Bounty, and. Swift decided " to reject

Godolphin 8 offer,land continue negotiations, which he dld,

//‘.

The year‘ 1709 ‘saw Swift;s first introduction to

S Addison and Steele- ‘he began writing the first Bickerstaff

s

"Tatler: and - hi also“ wrote A"An Argument Against
) Abolishing Christianity."‘l%Byfthe end ‘of June, however,

vSwift had returned to Ireland,‘discouraged. his mission on

s_behalf of. the Irish Church unfinished.

The year 1716 brought the infamous and ill-adv1sed

‘Anglican communion service at least once a yEar.' Swift s;yﬁﬁ

' swift calls "Dissenters and Independants "lice Aand'.“

that only practicing Anglicans could hold political office, N

'Pager ﬂ\ve was involved with the first editions of the |

"”SacheVerell trial for theason.3¥ and with lts polltlcal o
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//

powery\ Robert Harley was, returned to. power with a 1arge

majofity, »predominantly‘ Tory. BY” the beginning of

TSeptember, Swift "was.fbaok‘ in England to renew his

‘/this trip ‘that the Journal to Stella was begun.\

The beginning of October marked the first meeting of

- Swift with Harley,s who promised Swift that he would "work

aolicitations this time with a new. ministry. ‘It'wes,qn

- on" the Quoen s Bounty. Shortly thereafter, Harsey aesured .

Swift that his request would certainly be grented-e‘ 2'x

"November 1718 saw the publication of the first edition of;l‘

the Examiner to be produced under Swift 8 hand.

. 15
blunderjngs, the, fall of the Whigs from‘ parliementary"
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" 2. The Biographers: Truth vs. Power

One of the problems with reconstructing Swift's‘

biography is the fact that few accurate records 'of such’

“events ‘as births survive. There are certain town registere

and‘ baptismal dertificates extant, but the degree of

\

accuracy sought by biographers is diffioult or impos51ble ,
to achieve £rom the few available‘ records-l ‘ Later
ibiographers have*been forced to rely extensively both on:

earlier biographies and on Swift 8 own writings for their o

R

7i The paucity of biographical information on. Swift is

F\

not .a discovery of modern scholarship.,‘ eane Swift .

recognised as early as 1755 that‘"The character of swift is

-

on the whole . 80" exceedingly ‘strange,' various, and

-

'perplexed}ﬁthat I am afraid that it can never' be drawn up

with. any degree of accuracy; the materialsf for it,

‘nevertheless, ‘are most of them to be collected from his own

' writings“ (An Essay Upon the Life, Writings, and Character,

- —

I‘of Dr. Jonathan Swift, 359).2 - John Forster, writing in

1875, " ,agrees. -that‘ Swift's biography s difficult to

punravel“: " there is, hardly anything really authenticv

' excepting» what was written by himself Famous men may

»

‘f”suffer quite as much by excess as by want of curlosity‘

'about them, and~more would certainly now have been known off

"'f‘Swiﬁt if less had been written respecting him in the half- .

A
LR
)

* o

‘;century following his deat f (The Life of Jonathan Swlft,Jz-h;:ng
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'Both Forster and Deane Swift direCt 'the student of

gSwift s life to SWlft 8 own writings as the best source of

\

in@ormagggn about'Swift,‘yet swift wrote very little about

vhimselfn in addition,-both‘DeanemSwift\and Forster agree

‘O

\ that writings "about - Swift can be inaccurate, or confusingr~

at least in part because of their ~heer bulk The two

,‘major ‘sources of information concern ng Swift 8 early life

@

R from his mother into another country. , . kf'”

are both suspect, on the one Papd brevity; on

-

the other, because of expansiveness.

SWift‘s most” extensive autobiographical piece is‘the‘

short "Family of Sw1ft. It was first published in 1755 as
Y 4

an appendix to Deane Sw1ft 8 biography, -and has bec0me

something of a "touchstone' for biographers interested in,

Swift's early life. 'The ' so—called autobiographical

'~ fragment" is, . howeyer, not without its problems: first,

IS

some of the events it recounts are very strange, second

[y
-

'

a

lacks'precision and is very brief; third, the‘reasonlit was . -

\

‘written at all remains unclear. . _ o -

The.strangest of the events that Swift includes in the"
"fragment" is the account.of his kidnapping. Swift calls

it very unusuall," but his tone in recounting the story is

natﬁ%r flippant, or . almost off-hando it is not. treated.ss‘/

nurse, and the urgency with which she was forced to travel

."unusuallh In addition, the focus of the account is the"

to Whitehaven, instead of the one-year-old infant stolen .

'-_TheQ brevity of ;tﬁfx_ufragment"j‘andQ‘the:'general

‘r‘

1



carelesaness Swift shows for such things as dates are also
-curious features of a piece that was intended, .if Herbert

Davis, is correct, to dispel some of the many false rumors

that had sprung up about the life of the "mad Dean" ; Davis

-

believes that "Swift may never have intended to do more

then provide an introductory sketch to the well-known facts
N\ ¥

,‘of his public career."” Davis goes so far as to suggest
ﬁ,}).‘\

; that Swift's notable "ldack of care, " ”espec1ally with regard

zio dates. is~an indication of the authenticity of the
'i}"Family of Swift® (see the “Introdu\‘ction" to PW Vv, xxii).
‘The only surviving dafe in the piece is the date of
W)“‘ “th'e death of Thomas Swift,, Jonathan Swift s grandfather.
;‘7‘; of his own birth—date, Swift writes only that "He [I] was
_“§0rn in Dublin on St Andrew's .Day" (Dav:.s notes that there
f%as ‘something that could have been a date, "completely
obliterated in. the margin" ([PW V, 192]). Swift's

'-"% kidnapping happened to him when he was a year old, and
! 5}1 ted "for almost ['two’ erased.-J threeé years *' (PW V, 192),
I%wift 8 first stay in the Temple household 1lasted for
"about two years" (PW Vv, 193); Swift claims to have met the

king although he [Swift] were then under [three and'

A’

18

erased] twenty [ one " added ab.ove'the line] years old" (gﬂ‘

V,; 94): Swift was' "the onely son ‘of Jonathan Swift, ‘who
was the seventh or eighth son of Mr Thomas Swift above

mentidned" (pw V, 191):—'Jonathan Swift senior died "young,
T about twc years after his marriage" (PW Ve . 191), apparently

L3

mithout cause.‘ If the account is what Davis claims it is,

3 . N " ) .
N ' L e »
. ) R .
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it is not very successful, it has none of the authority or

precision of a piece intended to regulate the speculation

surroundlng the mysterlous dean:. here'\\}nstead,‘ Swift
5

becomes the object of a romantlc—soundlng kidnapping when a
child; most of the dates connected to him have been removed

from the account, or are qualified with words like "about,"

orF are altered; Swift does not seem to know the precise

NG
[

number of uncles he had, ‘or the cause of his father's

death. In short, rather than eliminate fictions concerning

Swift, the fragment serves to enshrine them; the mysteries

are ‘given authority, because they come from Swift's own,

Qd._ , %gj%;“ s
| i )

f

The third stf;ﬁge characteristic of the “auto-

biograpirical fragment” is the fact that it was written at
all, in the form in which it now stands. The piece is
entitled "Family of Swift," “and a full half of it |is

]

devoted to a sketch of the Swift famlly tree. This 1is

desPite Swift's claim that he despised his famlly There

are scattered references to his aversion for his family} at
varying levels of intensity; running "throughout Swift's
correspondences "The young gentleman who delivers you this,

I3

lyes under one great disadvantage, that he is one of my
Relations ..." (Corres. V, 137; 16 february,‘l739); fI hate
all Relétions ..." (Corres. V, 145; 17 April, 1739):

The bulk of the rest of the informatidn from Swift

U . . : . ' -
‘concerhing his own life exists as fragments, as letters, as

jourhals; époradicallj maintained, as - (second hand)
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transcriptions of verbal stories. Indee‘d, ‘x‘nany of the.very
early biographies claim to exist largely, or even entirelf
of storiee by Swift himself; Laetitia Pilkington 8 Memoirs,
for example, makes this claim: "] set down nothing but what

”

I had from his own mouth ..." (69).

—

There is some difficulty in deciding which of the
stories are '"true,” and whichn deserve to be relegated to
~what IrVin Ehrenpreis -has called "lege?dary Sw1§tiana
(Swift I, in): that is, which are stories by Swift, and
factual:‘ which are stories by Swift. and fictional; and
which are‘.stor£:s that are purely fictional. - In fact,
Swift‘s.account of his own past showsia tendency to vary
with time. Despite the general truth of J. A. Downie's

‘sensible assertion that "men do not usually invent stories

to explain the c1rcumstances of‘their birth; Downie is

20

forced to admit within two pages that "[Swift] had a happy

knack of altering his recollection of the past to fit in

‘with his current prospect- of’ things" (Jonathan - Swift,

Political Writer, 3; 5). Swift's penchant for

fictionalising his past_has long been recognised. Craig .

Ulman, for. instance, writes “that “Swift was expert at

exchanging fact and fiction (Satire and the Correspondence

/

"of Swift, 9), and' the following account from Deane Swift 1s_

typical: '"Sometimes _he [that is, Jonathan Swift] would
‘declare, that he was not born in Ireland‘athail; and seem
. to lament his condition, that he should he'lookedvupon as a

native of thit ~ country: ;and. wou1d~.insist,’ that he was
. . . %



\

sIreland in a band-box" (26)- Although Deane Swift

obviously regards the "band-box" story as a fiction, there

theee are prooably accurate, and as such can contribute to

, ‘ . . 3
‘stolen from England when a child, and brought over to-

" are other storiea thag'he has traneé}iboqwee fact. Some of

our knqwledge of Swift and ‘of his timear however, many of

them appear to be elther inaccurate or purely fanciful, and
it is diff}cult to know where each one'fits on the sliding
scale that ranges from fect to fancy. This is true, not
only in Deane Swift's ‘acconnt, but. inb vfrtually every

account of the early life of Swift.

Q

The task of the b1ographer is thus largely an exercise.

in judgment and interpnetqtion. Edward W. Seid “hes

commented, I think pertinently,. in another context: "All

knowledge that is ebout.humdn society, and not about the

- natural world, is historical knowledge.(hndltherefore rests

A

upon judgment and interpretation. That is not to-say that

.facts or data are nonexistent, but that facts ‘get their

importance from what is made of them .in interpretation

(Cobering. Islam, 154). Biographers ‘have been making

interpretations, conceiving anqh advancing theories to
catalogue, clarify, classify and explain Swift's life,
almost since the moment of his death.

Denis Johnston, for .instance, notes the “sketcﬁyf

nature of the;"Famiij of Swift." What Herbert Davia has

called "carelessness,” however, dohnston‘éalis awmaeS'of"

"dissimulation and contradictions”; he ;coneiders the



1

R inconsistencies to be ".deliberate,“ an'd‘g'oes 80 far "a"s to

. label them "lies (In Search of Swift, 215; 72; 97 217, and

passim) ‘ Johnston singles out for special attention the

fact that Swift writes ‘that he was born’ on St. Andrew's Day

- (November 39) in_Dublin,‘ but’ includes no year ‘\vi_th- this

-

22

. date. Johnston's ‘thesis is that' the’ ”deliberate ‘lies" in ~

A\
Swift 8 autobiographical fragmen,t (in Particular, the ones

4

. concerned with dates) .are attempts to cover up"” the true

Icircumstances of Swift 8 ' parentage; thj: is 'because,“

e

g ohmatorjx" 8

o

and truly dead before_'the conception of the future Dean"

\ )
. ~

(Johnston . 72). o |
. 'Johnston 8 theory is that Swift 8 biological father'
was the eldefr Sir John 'I'emple, Sir William Temple 8 father
ton ji’urther claim ‘is- that Stella: was William
Temple's b'iolooicab - daughter. " : 'rhus, in AJohnston's

A 2 ) P » A
estimation, . Swift and Stella were wuncle and niece.

‘according to Johnstoh, "the elder Jonathan {Swift] was well '

e L N\ . o .
Johnston attempts, ‘using this revised» version of Swift's

_parentage. to explain away many of the strangest, most

" perplexing aspects ‘of Swift s biography: for instanée, if-

Swift were . a Swift in name only, the coupling of his
veneration for his mother with his intense dislike for mostf

of .the rest of his family (who were "of all Mortals what ' I

l
3

most . despise and hate" ECOrres. V, 135-6,' and’ elsewhere])

'would make some sense: the reason why Swift was promptly

shipped out of the country soon after he " was born g

(Johnston, A72) would become apparent (Johnston s version of—

" ) . ‘ . . . 5 s



Swift 8 kidnapping is that ‘it was an elaborate plot to

'preserve the hqpour of the Temple household), the strange

,(1 e. apparently non-sexual) relationship between Swift .and

Stella would have arplausible explanation, and, of course. o

the. inconsistencies and missing information in Swift 8
utobiography would ‘be there (or not there) with a purpose.
o The yorld of Swift .biography is divided into two

‘distinct ;schoolslm Qne school of biographers holds that

| swift was 'precisely whom he claimed to be. in his

autobiographical fraoment._ This view is held despite the

+

‘paucity of information concerning' Swift's- early' life,

despite the rather fantastic nature of the 1nformation that

does exist, and despite the eccentric 1mage of Swift that
is conjured by the available information. Members of this
lschool include among . many.,others Deane Swift, Thomas

: heridan and, 'more sreoently, Iruin- Ehrenpreis. : Ranged

against this first batterj“of biographers is. a group that

23

considers itself to’ be rather'~more sceptical than the -

first. hl.This school includes -such scholars. as Orrery,‘

Thackeray and Denis Johnston.' The second group claims that.

7'the,' 1ncon81stenc1es andmg eccentriCities v‘of Swift s;

..autobiography are too pronounced for 1t to be believed at'”

?

theories that Sw1ft was actually the son of someone other"'
.-than Jonathan Swift senior, whether that "real" father was‘i'
.v81r William Temple, ory as Johnston believes, Sir Johnfffh

Temple.' . The battle‘ between these schools of thought i

. face value-rthus this group 1s largely responsible for the~
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accounts for much~of what A. C. Elias has' called the graat ‘ ,

variety and" vehemence" that has long been an - identifying.

characteristic of Swift criticism (Swift at Moor Park, x)

#*

" Ellas sees ' the ongoing debate over Swift 8 biography_r#*

as one .”between eager credulity on the one hand ‘and ,

defensive hostility on the other,;.a debate that results in

»

"few sober attempts to sort out” the facts of Swift s life

,(146) Indeed, what communication there is between. the two -

> "\\\

., schools ‘seems to be largely taken up with rebutting the

“other 8 position, when that other position is acknowledged.
Thus Denis Johnston, while—admitting that his own view of

;Swift 8 parentage "can never be proved. states flatly that
"there is .a colossal mass” ' of material that "cannot be

:accounted for" - if 'Johnston s own version of Swift s.
'parentage is not the correct one (217) Irvin Ehrenpreis,
- on the other hand,‘makes no mention ‘of Johnston's work in‘

‘his own massive. three-vohyme biography | of swift.

- Ehrenpreis begins his first volume with the pronouncement
! T

‘that "I have been less concerned to add than to eliminate

|

\

vfables; and those readers who 1ook for my views on a long 6:';§

train of 1egendary Swiftiana will search in vain. Part o

- the ‘“legendary Swifﬁiana“ that remains undiscussed and

\'='Lunacknow1edged by Ehrenpreis is any theory that calls into'iv‘! yg

';question the parentage cf Swift and/or Stella:,i"Here,"fd
neither Swift nor Stella is made a bastard" | ("Preface,
’j§!1£§_£. ix)- Ehrenpreis is almost as curt about Sw;ft 8.

'”»-‘,'_',alleged kidﬂapPingo and subsequent critica.l questioning of S

‘ .



' 1~
!
\

.l (Swift I, 31) One can only add that heAwrote it ‘as

N

[ not strictly factual.

‘ In short, Johnston s entire book is dismissed outright‘

‘i@ authenticityx "Swift accepted the kjidnapping as truf.h. :

: truth; but, then, he wrote many fthings as truth that were‘-

25

by Ehrenpreis, without question and without discussion.w

‘The technique used by Ehrenpreis is rather like one of

Sw1ft 8 many satiric techniques., John Bullitt, in his‘ﬁ

useful book, has singled out this one as one of Swift s"‘\

more 1mportant ploys- "By disdaining ‘to exert himselfl

directly against an opponent, the ironist invites the,

3

. reader to join him ... 'on the mountaintop of. truth”

L N o .
.(Jonathan . Swift ;and ~ the Anatomx of: Satire,‘ 50).

Ehrenpreis 8 "mountai-ntOp" is. essentially the orthodox,'

‘ cofnservative,-. "canonical" biography of- Swift.

-The weight of critical opinion is po:.sed behind

Ehrenpreis.‘ ‘ J.. A. Downie,’ for 1nstance, : writes that,

.despite . any sg‘culation that ,"the story of [Swift s]‘

—

"kidnapping“ may be "'merely one more elaborate fiction ofx~

FI Swift - old’ age to extenuate the fact of hlB Irish birth,"'} S b

d

-Swift 8 parentage must remain unquestioned* "There is-no'," .

o -

o : evrdence whatsoever to suggest that Swift was the son of

'anyone other than Jonathan Swift senior '(Jonathan Swift,‘,,

-

Political Writer. '5': 342)

| John Middleton Murry has no question as to Swift sf

~parentage, either. his argument against Johnston is that.v

tha_—. close . relationship between Sir William 'remple and-yl"'-"-x.

.’u




,f In fairness to Murry. given the dates of publication of‘

';“ilfas highly suspecq. rather than 1ntellectually challeng1n9fﬁ{;?3““

v . 26 .
Jonathan Swift (a relationship that Johnston-singles out
for special comment) was not ‘a unique one. ,Murry points
out that Temple also had an interest in Swift 8 cousin
Thomas; "once this is admitted, ‘Mr. Johnston 8 theory falls 3

to the ground" (Jonathan Swift: A Critical Biqgrapgy 497)

their»‘respective books,, Murry,vqould not‘ hayec read-
‘Johnston 8 book (only" ‘ hseri'si of artidles Johnston~
‘published in advance of the book, all to do with the same.
theory) when he ‘wrate his critique of Johnston s general
'thesis. However, the close relationship between Jonathan
Swift and William Temple is not the essential element to . .
Johnston s argument that- Murry claims it ‘isu ‘A‘The'.
J'relationship °isfian‘ instigating element‘ of Johnston'sw~
Minvestigation, not‘anﬂessential conclusion of it- Mnrry has“'
not, in fact, made Johnston 8- theory "fall to the ground " ;'f'

Herbert Davis also has no time for the theories of | |

Denis Johnston, he notes that Johnston s conclu81ons are

_ too .severe forl the data he uses.y. Davis's. discussion~

‘concludes on an interesting note: "CJohnston] wishes by one gfif
‘:_stroke to destrOy the mystery of Swift,vto solve all’ "the |
?Eriddles and take away all the strangenessjézt\of the storyw'.ihf f

’:lof his’ life , (Jonathan Swift,n 34), o Somehow ‘the. ...

\\ ' RN
preservation of mystery. the propagation of strangeness 1s_‘rﬁ
';”seen by Davis as one of the primary goals of SWlft' o

‘biography, Johnston 8 striving to do the opposite is seen 5?~:‘.

4‘,




or .interesting.

27

A. L. Rowse has COmmented that‘"What men'of genius °

write about themselves is always more interesting than what

others write about them e KJonathan Swift. 9). The fact

.that what Swift writes about himself is "interesting s
due in part. to Swift s penchant ‘for blurring the

distinction between fact and fiction.

-

One of the conclusions to be ' drawn from the criticalwl

‘debate about SWift '8 biography is - that biographies, in that

’they rely heaVily on interpretation, are a kind of re-

,ordering of ' facts to suit certain theories-, that is, in(_

some ways, they are a kind of fiction themselves,‘ and
should not be thoug\t of as strictly factual. The second

obvious concluSion is that there is a great deal of power

_exercised by Critics in Swift,biography.' The c1051ng of"

: critical and scholarly ranks around the canonical biography

. of Sw1ft against what are perceived as the attacks of

‘scholars like Denis Johnston is. a manoeuver not unlike the

sort of technique that Swift uses in 'his own writing. he‘u

“either disdains . to addresso his opponent at all, »or‘ he

‘_,attacks using arguments that are not,Lin fact, arguments(l

.\H«

‘They art techniques that are f%miliar ones to scholars of,f

,the Examiner papers, in particular, for they are the ones‘f

' that Sw1ft uses most frequently, and w1th the most success
ifitherer,@ﬂ:;f? ;in ,f?"f f"u," o [‘%;“”; “'-, Li~ff

L e

[




pe

‘and partng

i3. The Birth of the\Examiner: The Press as POllthS

.

?K. B. Smellie, in his book Great Britain Since 1688 A

Modern History, notes that the "Great Revolution, rather

VIthan diminishing in significance, ‘was ongOIng and profound.’7

By the beginning of Queen Anne 8 reign ‘in 1702, London had :

been transformed “"from. .ah medieval j town 1nto a

[

,“cosmopolitan city,"( This' outward, obvious' change in
~sophistication was reflected and supporte not only by what
'was then an . astonishing "marriage of the anc1ent monarchy N

'to new forms of popular control, ‘ but also in rapidly

increasing levels of literacy These changes, in . theit¥

'turn,ﬁ"produce[d]‘strange and potent forms of political

power such s a pamphlet literature, a‘periodical press,
%&

ups (Smellie, 4). D. H.‘Stevens“agrees;.he

Hnotes that "Popular concern over state affairs had grown

gradually after the conclusion of the Revolution 1n 1688,

. an. event that had given men new reason for studying the

v
o

conduct of government..... [Tﬂhe reign of Wllllam III had

‘;been a period conducive to free ‘speech and 1ndiv1dual J

thinking, and as a result well-organised partles began tov*7

;displace in power the small groups of autocratlc nobles.”
fThis was 'not accomplished by 1702, but the effect of,
'lkchanging conditions had appeared in all soc1al and llteraryhf ’
Eactivity“ (29) | o ‘ SRR '

Dorothy Marshall , comments ) that, folloW1ng ‘]theuf.ﬁ.waw

emergence. in 1762, of London s “first regular dally paper

(Eighteenth Century England, 66), the popular press enjoyednjiu~

g e e
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appearance of the Tetler in 1 @9, "the periodical essay
became one of the favorite/ literary vehicles of ‘the

- R4
century (Marshall,‘67)7 By l710 (that“is, within a scant

o eight years), daily and weekly literary, political and news

jonrnals were virtually essential commonplaces " of London

life: '80 much 80, that statistics like‘ those cited by

" Thomas 'Atteridge. arewysignificantx‘wfln 1710 ,journals.‘g

feAtured either 'news or commentary with newspapers

outnumbering journals of Opinion by more than three to one

(Knavery and Artistry Sublime. Swift 8 Examiner, 1710-11,

16).:And W. A. Speck comments.““It was cee the first age

\wh ‘e the profession of writing could sustain a livelihood

or a great many people (Stability and Strife, 49).

Michael Foot goes 80 far as to suggest that ."The real
political battles of [Queen Anne s] reign were not fought
in the palace- Parliament and the coffee-housee provided

the narena ‘where Whig and Tory. were locked in. deadly

combat...‘ (The Pen and the Sword. 369)
| The journalistic profession, then, during the period
: when Swift began to write the Examiner,for Harley s Tory

regime was a. rapidly growing,'exciting one.'"The printing

.T. press was . the formidable new weapon in politics. Whig and

[ »

Tory ndnisters competed for the services of the men who ?‘i

- were learning the trade.,The literary courtiers who had

' once looked to an omnipotent King now found themselves E

.F_..___‘__ X
3} A .
N

e courted..... [w]riters’ had gained -something .much- more

. ' ¢9_
tremendous, sudden growth and/ power, until. with the '

A



‘sgpstantlal than a new dignlty  Immense poﬁ%r in the state
‘ might soon be theirs (Foot, 77) - S Y‘, ‘
There were two types of journalstxLl7lﬁ London:

Atteridge has called them “news" and‘ commentary"” Journals,

- and Downie agreesx '"The periodicaI essay%sts were in’

“contrast to the news reporters. They [the essaylsts] were

the’ genuine propagandists. Defoe and Swift [for'example].

“aimed not merely at influen01ng publlc oplnlon, but at:

,funitinggf party .‘politlcal _ op}nion‘ w1th1n Parlrament

v‘(Attridge,"l7;’ Robert Harley and' the Press,’ 7) This,
! K

‘idistinction does “not’ reflect a bellef that ed1tor1a11z1ng,

‘and reporting were d1stinct ctiv1t1es.- Reportlng was . -

usually‘ little more than undlgested data‘ moderately

distorted, commenting usually neglected partlcular facts in

favor of polemical generallzatlons '(Attrldge, 17) That

is; the two types of Journals ‘differed 'in degree, rather e

than in klnd. The Tory Exaniiner was a Journal that fell
'generally into the latter category, xt was 1nterested in
neither “factual presentatlon nor ;ational argument-

“ation;“4 two virtues held to be de81rable in present-day

lfjournalism;‘-1nstead,‘."the 'Examlner‘ commentedﬁ (Attrldge,ug'

The Examiner was' “the off1c1a1 organ of the unformed.’

‘TETory] party" (Stevens,‘31) That is to say, 1t/ﬁas the’hxf*

;',ﬂmeans by which Tory party policy ‘was both /hade andf‘

propagated..To speak of a “politlcal party ‘1n Queen Anne s

'fEngland is not the same thing as to speak of a polltz&alﬁf

30
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lparty‘in the twentieth century'. Michael Foot summarises the

situation wells = S .
The Whig'and Tory parties of Queen Anne 8 time’ﬁ
were not political partiesyin the modern sense-
‘They aid not possesa ‘the paraphernalia of elected
‘or‘nominated leaders, party conferences ;'or‘

national organisations. Yet “... ‘ many of the

\

~

‘features of Ethe modern] party system were being‘
developed.;.;‘Considering how novel ‘was zhe idea:
loﬁ party, the cohesion of the Whigs or the Tories
[is]~ a more remarkabl feat ,thanx’their
| apparent lack of homogeneity compared with‘moderna
‘»political parties. |
‘e The Cabinet Councilv was not a cohesive
body, with its’ members L bearing | collective ,
‘responsibility. ﬁbth © the pfedominantly whié
ministry of Lord Godolphin which "was overthrown
| .'in the autumn of 1710 and the predominantly Tory'

»ministry which succeeded 1t were coalitions. "

This’ term is an anaehronism, but [it ‘i8] the mostw?

convenient to describe Ministries which contained,"

minorities from the other party or. persons whose,v

"their colleagues."Coalition Ministries were

'w,”the rule, not the exception. (372)f

' '
Ca A . ' . ) . .
S . . . . "

'In‘theiface-offthe s@cngyef¢11'séanagi“bf‘liia;jkﬁg

”party affiliation was much broader than that of R

a



(predominantly) Whig ministry . of Godolphin had been forced
to resign. As a last-ditch effort to forestall a change in
\ ministry, the 'out-going Whlgs (many of them important
busineesmen and bankers) had engineered what amounted to a

government credit crisis. Robert. Harley inherited a

diféicult situation when he came to power. The Whig

minis;ers who were removed in 1719 were not prepared to

- Coa ' - ' '
- ) v+ dgree to. any terms of peace that they perceived to

o gon P
T

%' ;’demanded thac l?rance must surrender); most hard-line
yfforiee,von the other hand, supported peace‘at any price.
g To‘keep Whigs'in,office; therefore, meant jeopardising any
.‘éarly'peace (and ,"Harley's overriding objectlve in 17190 was

" . to make peace" {Speck, "The Examiner Examined," 142]); to

u“_",
Gt R

bring in large numbers of Tories would weaken Harley's

bargaining position with France, just when he felt" he
needed to' negotiate from a posirion of strength.S Faced

with a"shoftage~ of funds, yet forced to continue an

Y

unpopular and expensive war in Europe, Harley was left with

little choice but {3 app01nt mostly Tories to key Cablnet
poaitions;ithe general electlons of October 1710 confirmed
‘a landslide Tory victory.- Robeft'Harley thus became head
of a strongly Tory ministry, despite the fact that he was,
by traditionland inclination, a sofcalled "Shafresburian
w6

fWhig“;of'the,"Old School, who had been determined to

"compose a . non-party administration comprised of the

I3
¢

compromise the war effort of England s allies (i-.e. tney‘

* " ihonestest men of both .sides'" (Jonathan Swift, Political

&
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Writer, 136). Speck writes that Harley "was not attached to

I4

-any party, being neither Tory nor Whlg (in the contemporary

senses of those.terms] ("“The Examiner Examined," 142), and

Downie. goes so far as to claim that "in essence, Robert,

Harle§ was anti-party" (Robert Harley and the Press, 22).

The man who became Harley's Sec}étary qf State was
someone with whom Harley had had a long political alliance,
»

but from whom Harley differed greatly politically. The new

Secretary of State was anything but anti-party; Henry St.

John was a hard-line Tory. Some years later, St. John was

to write concerning the 1710 cﬁange in ministry that his
. own and' his colleagues' determination had been to "...
break the body of the Whigs, to render their supports
}useiess to them, and to fill the éméloyments of tha

kingdom, down to the meanest, with Tories."

’

It is therefore not surprising that D. H. Stevens’

-

‘reports that Harley "had very many éotehtial enehies about
him and very few loyal supporters"” (30), despite the fact
that he was surrounded by Cabinet mlm.sters of hls own
choosing; and there is a certain wry 'humour about John
Eorster's conment that‘“the ministerial troubles were by no
means from Whigs exclusively” (347).

\ W. A. Speck may be correot in declaring Harley to be

"one of the most devious politicians of the period" ("The

Examiner Examlned," 142), but if Harley was dev1ous, he was

also intelligent, and keenly aware of popular currents, of“

-

33

thought. In order for “his mlnistry to survive, ‘Harley..

~ AN
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needeﬁ pontinued popular support. In short} he needed a way‘
of “focusing the sentiments of the country party, the

chuiehmen, ahd Tories". (Ehrenpreis, Swift 11, 390); he’

'needed a propagandiet.e
A. L. Rowse comments that Harley "knew'the value of

the press aqd propaganda, or at least the uses to which

they coﬁld‘be‘put" (65); J. M. Murry claims that no one

‘else 'in ,Harley's‘ position "had spent so much time in ‘-

acquiring information concerning the temper of the people;
and none _had ever studied so carefdlly the art‘ﬂof

estimating and influencing public opinion” (167); Downie

declares that "Harley' was, of all his contemporaries, the’

most aware of tﬁevpower of public opinion,.and_ﬁow it could

be man&pulated by the press"™ (Jonathan Swift, Polltical 5

Writer, 139). And D. H. Stevens remarks tﬁat St 'John,

too, saw in 'the Examiner a valuable  "bolster qto. the.

unstable Tory cause" (31).  Between them, Harrey'edd St.

‘John created the Examiner.
Although it was Harley who most 1ikely inltlated the

.founding of the Examiner -for the propagatlon of 'the

‘90vernﬁent cause, it was gtﬂ John who was the true Tory"

P

propagandist. St, John'has the writer of‘seyerél'ef the
ExaminerA columns immediatelyv precedlng Swift‘s first
contribution, and it was St. John who compoeed "A" Letter to

Uuthe Examine;,"g wherein .the Whigs are termed a "Factious

Cabal;" and are blamed for single-handedly provokinngrance‘

into the war with England (The Whigs are. held responsible

7.



for "the 'real Causés which have.fprolong'd _the War,
distracted the Nation, and given France Spirit enough .at

last to break off the Peace [pw III, 221; 227].).

The Examiner's editor171 line had. bequn; it was hard-

line, "high" Tory propaganda. However, . for 'the reasons

[

35

cited above, Harley did not wish his regime to be producing<

only hard line Toryimn as official party policy; what he

needed.was a propagandist who\was less of a hard,lineiTory

,than St John), who was dedicated to the Queen, andIWho‘was

A - ' . '
‘set against the*war, in'short, Harley needed a writer who

held the same "O1d Whig ‘principles that he held. On one

o hand, both the public' perception and certain political

political realities dictated that the administration not

realities of the 'time .were that ‘the Harley administration a

\

-;was Tory (the. party propaganda needed to be ~Tory in

)

nature), on the other hand, personal inclination and other_

\

(5

appear‘ too strongly, militantly 'Tory,' either. Juliai;y

~Reinemeyer writes: “That loyalty .to the constitution and

° v

the Protestant Succe881on ‘which had earlier made Swift a

]

-.Whig, his staunch allegiance to the Church of. England, and

\

.'his already proven literary powers made Swift an ideal

0

choice for ‘the editorship of the Examiner"*(?ﬂ) And it was

the Irish lergy, in October, 1710.’

'Sw1ft whg\came to Harley, w1th his requests on behalf ofh :
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'4. The Examiner: Purpose”anthffects

I Mr. Examiner's Purpose
When Swift took over as editor of the Examiner in the
fall 'of 1718, the journal ‘had several roles ‘to ‘fulfil.

First, ‘the Examiner was to- disseminate party policy 'to the

b,

general public. The Examiner was: created “to serve the

‘[purposes] of Robert-Harley“ (Atteridge, 32),‘by “molding
public opinion for particular political ends” (Cook, 31).
The Harley administration needed to appear coherent.aandfi‘;

‘capable:‘ the country . was’ at - war, 'the,' previouS'

z

administration had recently ‘been overthrown, and the Tories
needed rto display a strong sense  of direction ;and‘y
leadership. | |

IThe‘nofion_of ﬁparty“ was a recentaenoughyinvention

that there were many, readers who '"could be moved" with'

’effectiye party materials. That is; there were people who

were not‘"limited to ‘the knee-Jerk party responses on all

issues" (Attridge, 43; 44), in the way hard- line members of

‘either party were limited. These were the people whom it"
.might'be;possiblecto conv1nce,of the truth of the Tory

party. line.‘

cOnveniently. the Tories had a ready market for their:'

. ol

-propaganda in the general public." Downie paints a striking

picture of the‘ strong and- grow1ng ‘"sOCLal need for;'

literature" of all types. literacy was spreading quickly as -

,a social fact, and the burgeoning political presses weref.
' »

scrambling t keep pace with the increasing demand forv

- . . 0 -
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. 3 .
reading inaterial. Though it sounds rather romanticised. - 7
Downie 8 description appears grounded in truthx he writes
of "labouring men pooling their money to buy a newspaper,
or go:.ng to the coffeehouses to read them before the day's

"work...."j In, fact,‘ the growing literacy rate and the

igrowing sense of popular political power - fed. off ‘each’

other,'until it became “virtually impossible to divorce‘

literary ahd political considerations (Robert Hérley and -

\ e
B

gle_Press, 15).
The "ﬂleducable"- ‘ip'ublic'lis ‘surely ‘the audience ‘Swift
R addresses,“for erample, 'at the beginning of Examiner Number
15: | | L

-It must be'avowed, that for ‘solme Years past,
there" have been“- few Things. more Wanted‘ .in
England. than such a. Paper as this ought to be, )

| and such as I will endeavour to make it. as long
as it shall be found of any Use, without entring

)into the Violences of either Party. Considering

PP o :'A-the many gnevous Misrepresentations of Persons

’ "’-Iand Things, 1t 1s highly requisite, at this
juncture. that the People throughout the Kingdom,

- should,' lf possible, 'be‘_ set right in their '

‘Opinions by some impartial Hand- which hath never .

5

,‘ }'

Swift proposes to be a non-partisan, impartial "Examiner

-

been yet attempted...., (pw III 13) ’ _» \

",\‘

of English politics- a paper written by such a person as




.
;
o - -

¥

o he is, is needed, he says, to "set rlght" ‘the "Opinions of

! t
'

The second role of the Examiner is related to this

M:the people.

38

§-—

‘ first one: F.';P. Lock claims that "The Examiner was

‘addressed first of all to Tory members of parliament, and

. more generally to the country gentlemen who elected them

. (“Swift and English Politics, 17ﬂ1 14,“ 134) The Examlner

ﬂwas to articulate, pr1nt,~and thereby valorise party'policy .'

. for party "insiders," not just for those readers whom SWlft

calls "the People." The Examiner had to speak for and to .-

. Tory' party members and sympathisers. - According to Irvin.
Ehrenpreis, "the Tories by tradition.possessed little in’
pthe way of political theory (Sw1ft II, 58), D, H. Stevens
‘vnames the Tory party the . unformed party (31) And w.~ A.

,Speck has called the Whlgs ”thex more disc1plined [1 e.

organised] party“ of the two (Stability and Strife, 148)

‘ When Harley seized power in l71ﬁ, ‘the Tories neaded to
. . ,"

‘fbecome and then to appear as a coherent, viable/podttical

Hforce: the Examiner was the vehicle chosen to accomplish

‘-«that end.,‘

Y e &

Swift 8 -first issue of the Examiner takes~ up the

A>3

';ideals of w»Harley s government-’ lt Pr0poses‘7a' "mlddle ‘_xV\‘

: ' 2
,jground," where both sides can’ meet to communicate.

l~Lconverse in equal Freedom with the deserv1ng Men

‘"ﬁof both Parties, and it was never without some

>

‘,It is a Practice I have generally followed, to . jj;

‘”-‘Contempt, that I have observed,Persons wholly out fff{
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1

of EmploYment, affect to do otherWise- I doubted-t'
: whether any Man could owe so much to the side he f‘
was‘ of, . altho ‘ he -were‘ retained by it; but yf ’
iwithout some great point of Interest, eithen\in~
,possession or‘Prospect,'I thought it was the Ma?¥~

of a low and'narrow spirit. (PW III,'B)’

'ﬁ “ . | ? ' '\“‘
‘The Examiner has begun to articulate Harley s ideals and to

abandon st. John s hard- line, "Tories only" stance.
< '
Swift does not apologise for the earlier' hard line

"stance affected by the paper, although he does soften it'
somewhat .he blames the rigid Toryism of earlier Examiners‘

on fanatical.Whiggism:*"It‘is hard,.that for some Weeks -I"j
past;;fthave been.forced, in my.OWn Defense, toffollow a-:
:Proceeding that Z[ "hive so much condemned in others.'Butf
several of my Acquaintance, among the declining Party eea"

‘(PW III, 3) Swift goes ‘on .in. this Examiner to address

issues which w111 become the mainstays of the paper. First,‘
Y ' N

._he notes approvingly that. “The late Revolutions at. Court"

|
i o

have come about because "the Queen i.. Echose] to changey

‘her Ministry (PW III, 4) Next, he comments that'"It‘is«afi'"

) .1‘

,'?‘great Unhappiness, when in a Government constituted likef'

R ours, it should be so brought about, that the Continuanceﬁy
f of«a War must be for the Interest of,vast Numbsrs (Civil as?
| fwell as Military) who otherWise would have been as unknownff““ B

,[as their Original“ (PW III, 4) Swift traces the roots Ofﬁ”fgsE

f‘fhbthe Tory party baCk t° the PriCiples of the '“Glorious?ﬁ_f‘°f

|
1



Revolution"’(PW III,;S), and the troubles of the present»,
kingdom‘”to r"caressing the Dissenters,t "reproaching the
Clergy, questioning the ‘"Princ1ples of Loyalty in the'
Church of England"' (Pw III, 6), toh trusting” in«fnew—
fashioned businessmen ("they proposed‘ those‘ perhicious;
Expedients of- morrowing Money at ‘vast . Premiums 'IEE‘III,‘
,6]),‘rather than in- the "Nobility and Gentry":(i.e. the
landed gentry, the traditional seat of power and money in ’
the kingdom) and then levelling exorbitant taxes annually
upon [the] Subjects" of . the kingdom (PW III, 6 7) 1n order.:
to pay those large debts, "So that 22225' which, accordingh
,4,' to the old Maxim,‘was used to follow Land,‘is now gone over‘
to _gggy and the Country Gentleman is in the condition of -~
a’ young Heir..."‘ (PW III, S). In Swift s,:first ‘column,’
then, the issues addressed include: the.problem of'rigid
party 1ines,'the virtues of loyalty to - the Queen' (and of,
'respecting her wise ch01ce"in the new ministry), .the‘
pnoblem of continuing a war which only b;nefits a minority,
the necessity of loyalty to the Church-5the high taxes 1n
the kingdom,- the shift in power from 1anded to monied{f,
interests. The principles‘ of the"new Examiner, and by\
implication of the party newly in’ power, are v1rtua11y all;_;_;td
“touched upon- those concerns, those _values, gfeg,aiif
Harley s.: The Examiner enumerates the princ1ples..of‘:the »ff?"

party that it stresses is the Queen s choice-nit names'the;ﬂfbafi

problems that need to be addresseggby the Tories, lt c1tesl,yh

£y fthe difficulties that it ‘claims were created by theyffik




. - every Branch to its antient Form, froin the 1anguishing

: : ' , 61
"outhing Whige. Leslie Stephen writes that "Swift had the

T e task of really striking the keynote for his party. He 4

fxwas to put the ministerial theory into that form in which

w‘it might seem to bef the inevitable utterance of strong

common—sense (88) This first Examiner does, indeed, have - ~

the ring of "strong common—sense ; about it, as it 'begins -

‘the establishment of a party 8 "key-note.

.

Third,‘the Examiner was aimed at "those Tories who

: .,found 1n [1t] an echo or’ mirror of themselves (Atteridge,'_

'43)‘;. To this end,‘ "Sw1ft - offered his ‘own character in‘

NRE

someWhat 1dealised form as an accurate reflection of them

“country squire as’ he viewed himself--reasonable,‘ staunchly.
,patriotic, and dedicated to Queen and Church" (Cook, 99).

Much of the 1nformation cited above from Swift s first

' [

o

‘Exam1ner would serve as an illustration of this" particularu

audience, the stolid "Country Member appears throughout ‘

the. Ex‘am:.ner ‘not only mirrored, _ but addressed fae . an
-:meortant member of the 'rory party., It is interesting to

| note that this "Country Member" even writes a 1etter to thef

[

Lo

‘iExaminer on one occasion (see Number 28, PW III, 89-90)

That Country Member, like Mr.. Examiner, is indeed‘ _—

.“'_reasonable- "'I am consc:.ous to my self, that I write this

Paper w:.th no other Intention but that of do:.ng good... P

(PW III, 91), he is staunchly patriotic: “Whoever is a true

Lover of our Constitution, must needs be pleased to see

what successful Endeavours are daily made to restore it in

‘t“ -

e




Vo

‘ the Tories werei‘

tenacious .@p

| (r\“< ‘ R |
Condition it hath long lain in, and with = such’ dea'dly
Symptoms (pw III, 46); and ‘he is dedicated to Queen and

Church: "'The Majority of the. two Houseé ~and the present

Ministry (if those be a Party) seem to me, in'all “their

‘Proceedings. to pursue the real Interest of Church and

enough to’ support the Majesty of a Crown, the Honour of a

Nobility, and the Dignity of a Magistracy. We can encourage ,

Arts and Sciences, maintain our Bishops and Clergy,‘ and

suffer our Gentry to live in a decent hospitable manner. ..
{JZ bR : .

(PW III, 48-9). Irvin E'hrenpreis writes., " . in these‘

papers&Swift assumed the point of view of a particular ‘

social class while founding his arguments on a show of

impartiality. The landed gentry ‘were . well known to be the

mainstay of ‘the. Tory party... (Acts of Implication, 65).

Swift is consistently the stolid Country Member, the Tory

landowner, throughout his performance as Mr. Examiner. It

slipped. N

..
L

was,, a mask brilliantly constructed, and maintained-- a -

© 42

i State... (PW III, 145); "Such an’ Island as ours can afford ‘

o slippage would destroy the entire effect- but Swift never |

The Examiner 8. ‘fourth 'role ’iq'cluded co'nvincing‘ va"‘ :

-

nation and a caucus that a negotiated peace was necessary-— -

on terms favorable to both England ang France. On one sn.de,
iy

a‘. 'g B
peace at any_ co

the Engli\s" gov' \nment);. on the other," "It was [the Whigs ]

&11"

[

~rustrated: they had long argued for a L

(a position potentially disastrous for o




. ’ ;
rooted as’ to make it impossible to shake them (PW III,

‘}.Swift s Job. then. m hi f"

claim that in the last four years of Anne 8 reign the party

L
conflict was really between lovers of peace and lovers of

war" (Stability and Strife, 149, see ‘also Stephen, 89)

Swift did his best to" contribute to’ this perception: Swift

43

-‘ claimsv repeatedly throughout the ‘ Examiner that "Power, Lo

which .was used to follow Land, is now gone over to‘

Monex" (PW III, 5), and because that money ie being used in

~"the Continuance of a ‘War (PW III, 3), "if the War

. g

' "continue[s] some Years longer,t a. Landed Man will ‘be little '

better than a Farmer at a rack Rent, to the’ Army, and to

-

‘the publick funde (PW III, 5) In another- Examiner, he

;claims that nothing bore [the Whigs] up but their Credit i

with the Bank and other Stocks, which would be neither '

‘formidable nor " necessary when the War was at an. .End. For i

.these Reasons they resolved to disappoint all Overtures of

a Peace. until they and their Party should be 80 deeply

-

63)‘.‘ Swift '8 ultimate argument is that peace is, the
natural policy"‘of the Tories, and war the inatur‘al fruit‘."
\of the Whigs (Stephen, 89) ' ‘

'I'he argument that the Whigs and the War were jointly
responsible for taking power out of the hands of the landed

'gentry is so popular in the Examiner that Murry calls it

, z,t_h‘e"'leading argument" of the entire collection (197): it

fl_was certainly an unportant aspect of the Examiner s role- "

capacu.ty of anti-war propagandist

A-."‘-f'was to defend the minist"

both against Whig eriti‘ s who



-

4

.wished to continue the war, and against Tory critics'whon

.wanted ‘the . wari ended much' more quickly. than official

'negotiations dictated it ceelé-ber-and at the same time to

~ *"hold together Q;J'all those ‘who could be persuaded'to‘

support the Ministry (Herbert Davis,'”Introduction»‘to PW

' VI,\xiii) Swift 8 obsession,with the war continued until

after peace negotiations had already begun in earnest, and :

)

in secret,\ between England and France,h and after thes

.Examiner had served its purpose;“in-the "Conduct. of . the'

'

A;nes‘.."s. (1711), Swift would rev1ve an old Examiner

»argumentz "I 1ay it down for a Maxim. that .no Reasonable3‘

Person,'whether Whlg or Tory (since it is necessary to ase |

[those foolish terms) can be of opinion for continuing the'

N N
N .

war, upon the*foot ‘it ‘now 1s, nless he be a Gainer by it

‘...", (pw VI, '5): finally,‘.in the Journal to Stella,‘ 3.

April, 1713, Swift woﬁld write. w1th satisfaction and

relief: "the great Work is 1n effect done, and I believe lt
. \\~‘ § W
will appear a mo@tv“‘

M%o ilent Peace for Europe, partlcularly
i Y P : -
f r Engld [sic\ "\“ \-ﬂf : :

{

' éfhe Examiner s fifth role was to attract the attention‘,p"

"“of t e opposition papers away from the government andgi‘“f'

:‘towards itself Julia Reinemeyer writes.“"the nobility of

-

ffhis condescension, the cordiality of his addresses,‘ the‘*”

¢

:7kindly concern he displays for the 'declining party 5are

‘“Tobviously calculated o drive the Whigs 1andf their’;fﬂtfm

"V'worthless tribe of scribbl‘

"5.Swift realised that. if he cf\

b into a state of frenzy...;fg:

‘ld diyert the Whig Journalsfﬁ}f



o o as
e from ie. embarrassing topics and focus their attention upon '

‘the Examiner ,instead, he would be doing the ministry a
"ﬂvaluable'seryice. Consequently, he delibe‘rately set outvtob'w
harass and ' annoy . his - Grub ., Street rivals ('169;‘“ 12‘7.) '
‘Reinem‘eyerijis Ic—orrect; the harassment of rival journalists
is a significant element in the 'Examiner - In Number 15, for
example,‘ Swift ‘ discounts "those ‘_who vl have whitherto |
undertaken" such‘ a Paper as this ought to be as upon
every Account the least qualified of  all Human-kind for ‘
such a Work"° opposition’journalists are ‘* stupid illiterate .

- 'S“cr‘ibblers. (PW - 111,‘ 13). In Number 28 he muses: "I have |

. often wondered hwow it hath come to pass,- that these.
o industrious ‘People, ,‘ after poring 80 1constantly upon the
. .Examiner, a Paper writ with plain Sense: and: in a tolerable |
S@yle; have made so little Improvement" (PW III, 87) In
' Number 41‘:‘ "'I‘ have v beenk amazed. at the .flaming",
N ‘Licentiousness' of several Weekly ngers,"which‘ for someﬂ
| months ~ past, have been chiefly employed in barefaced
Scurrilities against those who are in the greatest Trust'
and Favour with the Queen...“ (PW III, 153). In Number 18:
‘"A certain starveling Author who ‘worked under the ‘late _‘;f
Administration, told me with a heavy Heart, above a Monthi”“
:ffago, That he and some others of his Brethren,‘had secretlyi‘iy
.iloffered their serVices dog—cheapato the present Ministry;'i”
o "but were al]. refused.... If I have room at the Bottom of"_"w

b

' his Paper, I will transcribe a Petit.ion to the present'.“l\';{-

A

"frlMinistry, sent me by one of these Authors. in Behalf °fifid
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II Mr. Examiner 8 Effecta

\
i~ .

himsﬁif and fouracore of . his Brethren" (PwW III,A3Q -1).
. : g‘a

,

Att,eridge writes that "'I‘ne Examiner 'is 'i\re‘ly good
art, but it is almost invariably effective propaganda.
Therelwae a'job to be done, and Swift did it... ' (269). The
proof of a successful propaganda - strategy is in its
reaultex and Swift'e reeults are*impreeeive. First, iﬁiits

role. as propaganda to the educable, non-partisan masses,

the Examiner‘s record was very good. K. B. Smellie, for

instance. enthusee about the way "the ideas of a Swift, a

Steeie, and an Addison" were  discussed avidly "in the

‘coffee-housee of London" '(4). And Swift reports to Stella

(Journal to Stella, 14 May gﬂll): "Dr. Freipd ... pulled
N

”but a two-penny pampﬁiét jugt pgblished. called, The State

of wit, giving & character of all the papere that have come
out of late._The‘author seems to be a Whig, yet he speaka

very highly of a paper called the Examiner....'

~ Second, the Examiner‘sggrole» in crystallising Tory

party policy can be measured' by the degree to which"
biographers .and critics of Swift identify ‘the Examiner' 8

‘editorial policy with official Tory positions. Samuel

Johnson, for instance, writes: "In the’ reign of. Queen Anne

he turned the stream of popularity against the Whlgs, and

‘must be confessed to have dictated for ‘a time the political‘

. opiniona of ‘the Engliah nation” (50) One might rev1se ‘Dr.

46

Johnson's grudging respect to read that he "articulated for

‘a time,....” The difference is significant. - .' 1

B »t'}. .
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'every hamlet. throughout England“ (Vol. ‘IX, 69).

The stronger argument is that the Tories themselves

trusted Swift. One may Jjudge Swift's success by his’

Y

employments in the Harley regime: when it first came into

power, amnd was unaer .a great ‘deal of politicalv and
ideological'pressure, he was the Tory spokeeman;'accordinc
to contemporary. opinion, the Examiner waev-?the most
influential and effective [jouraal] of itaikind" (cited by

Attridge, 129). After, the Examiner had outlived its

1

‘usefulness, it was .Swift who was chosen to write ‘the

inftuential and -important "The Conduct of the Alligs....,"

which argued eloquently for the‘peace the Examiner had so
long advocated.
Third, there is considerable 'evidence that the

. - o & . .
Examiner was perused eagerly not only in the coffee-houses

the “Rural Country Squires" he imitated so well. J.‘E.
Mercer, for instance, records the wide distribution and use
~of the Examiner ‘in rural prebends. L 'bOpiee of ' the

Examiner ‘were treasured by the clergy and ueed in their

parishes ces (129). and Temple Scott, in his own editioﬂ

3

of Swift s Prose erks, quotes Churton Collins claim tﬁat

the.Examiner "became ‘a. voice of power in- every town and
: £

Fourth, ‘the strongest evidence for the success of the’
Examiner's anti-war etance is that “the 'war ended. with-

popular eupport, less than two years after the Fppearance

Bl

of Swift 8 columns. Ricardo Quintana notes: ”The §ggginer

S e

: ‘ ' ) -
of London, but also in the areas of England dominated by



]

‘had been preparatory propaganda; through its columns the

nation had been turned towards peace (The Mind and Art of

48

Jonathan Swift, 187). Again/’of course, the fact that Swift )

was. chosen to write "The Conduct of  the Allies..." is
: . 2

significant.‘

¢

The evidence that swift's fifth strategy was working

is plentifulx “For my own particular, those littIe barking

Pens which have so constantly pursued me, I take to be of

no further "Consequence to what I have writ,“than the'

<scoffing Slaves of old, placed behind the Chariot,. to put.

the General in Mind of his Mortality... (PW III, 171);

'Swiftﬂalso‘refers to the Medlex g‘(a paper “chiefly‘devoted'

: to rebutting the Examiner" [Journal to Stella, 254, n. 3@])

.
“indefatiguable, incessant Railings against‘ me" . (PW III,
153) . These are remarks, of course,,designed to provoke the

rival papers _even more than the Examiner's ‘originalx

scandals had&rSwift confesses to havinélcreated'enemies for‘

,himaelf; he writes, in "Memoirs Relating to ‘that Change

was, that I should continue it, which 1 dld accordingly for

“about eight months. But, my stile being soon discovered,

and having contracted a great number of enemies, I let it

fall into other hands, who held it up in some manner till

eher Majesty s death“ (PW VIII, 124). And on 9 Eebruary
-"1711, he writes to Stella about the scandal\the Examiner
i was creating:_“Mr. Prior was 1ike to be ihsulted in the

'.,street for being supposed the author of it but one of the..

X . . . . . .
-~ P . o, ) . R
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lwhich Happened in the Queen s Ministry"? "the determination1‘
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‘last papera cleared hi

Finally, the - Exa iner himself. of 'couree, is ‘well

I‘pleased with what he ac omplished during hia reign as "the‘

.firet lord of Englieh journaliats, (Reinemeyer, 1) "And

now I~ conceive the main Deaign I had 1n writing these

kPapere,‘is fully executed.

is at Lengtﬂ\thoroughly con‘inced, that the Queen proceeded‘f,

f . :
with the highest Wisdom. in changing her Ministry ‘and

A. great Majority of the Nation'

49

Parliament. That, under ‘a former Admini?tration,'fthe',

‘greatest Abuses of all Kinds were committed: and the most

;

dangeroue Attempte against E; Constitution for some Time

1ntended. The whole Kingdom finde the present Pereone in

Power, directly and openly pursuing the true Service of‘
their Queen andeountry; and to be such whom their moet,
vbitter‘ Enemiee cannot tax w1th Bribery, Covetousnese,

Ambition, Pride, Insolence) or any pernicioue Principles in“

]

'Religionvor Government“ (gﬁ 111, 171).

\



5. From Whig to Toryz Swift s "Switch"‘

"W. A Speck writes that "Swift began Anne's reign as a

N

Whig and ended it as a Tory.... This change is ‘the key to‘ y
Swift 8 politics. If we could explain it we would solve ‘the
knottiest problem of his political allegiance, for he never

i

changed again ”("From Principles to Practice, 69) The

'-«change "in Swift 8 political affiliation took place in the

time, period between 2 September, when he arrived in London,,
and 2 November, the date of his first colump fors the
Examiner.-That time period is covered in 'some. detail in the

’Journal to Stella. It re ounts Sw1ft 8 changing perspective‘

that ) eck claims are the ?key"l to,

. 4 AN
‘ understanding *him and his politics- Ii intend, therefore, to

',on fthe ’even 8

quote extensively from this fascinating document, and,then'
to provide some commentary. The quotations 'are‘ more.

extensive than I would prefer, but over’ eighty pages of thel

Journal to. Stella are devoted to swift's negotiations and

'to his swing“ in allegiance. o ‘
Swift arrived in London on 2 September l7lﬂ,:intent ‘

lon renew1ng his negotiations with the English government

AT

for the remittance of the First Fruits on behalf of the

Irish Church..On an earlier,visit, SWlft had written toi

a

Archbishop King that ”I never in my life saw or heard su

divisions and complications of parties as there have

" - for some time: you sometimes see the extremes of Whi{

¢

and
:,“Tory driVing on .the same thing... : (12 February 1708

‘Corres.»I. 76); this visit was worse.w_ »

P R .




. The 'Whig party was in- trouble.; there were . rumours of

" an upcoming general election,‘ and 1ndications were that the

Tories had managed to turn. Dr. Saq_jverell into a martyr,

thus ‘into a popular hero, and therefore the population'
against the Whigs. "Every day we: expect changes,' and the/\2

Parliament to be dissolved....'l‘he rabble here are much more | ‘

1nquis:|.tive in politicks, than in Ireland....I never saw 8o

’ great a ferment among all sorts of people (Journal to

,Stella, ll September, 1716) Many leading Whigs had already
been dismissed from key’ government positions-l‘ Robert h
Harley had been asked to form .the next government, and'
'1‘ories were' sure to make up the bulk’ of appointments to
_lrey .ministerial positions. 'Ifhose Tory choi-ces.mo_st likely
would' be reinforced” by the general‘_populace if and when
‘elections were called. .‘ S L T Q |
) Swift i.mmediately; set about visiting' his ‘Londo'n'l
friends and acquaintances,‘ most of whom were Whlg,‘ he.
writes that though he has "not yet gone half my circle,
"'The Whigs [are] ravished to see me, and would lay hold on -
‘“me as a’ tw:.g while ‘they . are drown;l.ng,‘ and the great men
; making me their clumsy apologies, etc.!' ;‘2 the exception was
Godolphin, however, who "received me with a great deal of

doldnes.s,_'{; which "has enraged me. so, I am almost vowing

) revenge (Journal to Stella,_ 9. September 1710) The next

.day, Sw1.ft writes again of visiting friends, again all of'_-‘_"?. 3
‘ them Whigs: "'I sat t111 ten in the evening with Addison and'

' -'Steele° Steele will certainly lose his Gazetteer 8 place,'.




‘I had not seen.;:Q was there: for ‘an hour and a half we

"~ 52

‘all the world detesting his engaging in parties. At ten 1.

‘:went to the Goffee-—house,3 hoping to find 10rd Radnor, whom .

gtalked treason heartily against the Whigs, their baseness‘

awhy the Parliament is not yet dissolved.... we shall hav

'“l~strange Winter here between the struggles ‘of a cu

“;hprovoked discarded party. and the triumphs of o

‘that he has seen. Lord*Somers,.

and ingratitude. And I am' come home rolling resentments in'

my mind, and_framing SCJ mes of revenge...‘ (Journal\to

Stella, 10 September 1710). On 12 September‘, Swift writes

4 and has been advised-not to

meddle in the affair of the First—Fruits, till this hurry‘

,Mis a little over, which still depends,_and we are. all in

the dark. [Lord Somers] told me he’ expects every day to be .

out,|and has.done so these two months. I protest upon my

life, I .am heartily weary of this town,;and wish I had

"never stirred”‘(Journal to Stella, 12 September 1710)

By 20 September. Swift writes, "Today ee I heard thek

. ..'report confirmed of removals; my lord-president Somers, the v
"duke of Devonshire, lord-steward- and Mr- Boyle, secretaryn

“of state, are all ‘turned out today.... ‘We: are astonished‘f

‘a

ing -

‘in power;

iv”{of both which :[ shall be an indifferent spect tor, .and ,?‘f T
:‘;return very peaceably to Ireland, when I have done my party“'
KJin the affair I am trusted with,,whether it succeeds'or*‘
"f:n On 21’ September: ‘"This‘ night the Parliament jié};
“flldissolved..,. This is from St. James 8. Coffee-house " On zéf°i

'7Z.Septemberz "Things are in such a combustion here, that I am tfffa




advised not to meddle yet in the affair I am upon, which >
‘."concerns the clergy of a whole kingdom... . By 26 September
l71ﬂ, Swift confesses in a letter to Dean Stearne,{“I am"
weary of the caresses of great men’ out of place‘ (Corres.

. 1. 178). R ti e

29 September brings Swift s first mention of Harley in

the Journal. to St'.ella,5 and "Mr Harleyl“ is soon appearing
regularly: 30 September: "I dined with Stratford to-day,
But am not to see Mr. Harley till Wednesday.... ‘Tis ‘good

‘to see .what a lamentable confession the Whigs all make me "

of my ill usage, but I mind them not. I am already
represented to Harley as a discontented person, that was

used ill for ‘not being Whig enough, and I hope. for good

" usage from him. The Tories dryly tell L\e, I‘ may make my

fortune, if I Please; but I do not un\derstand them,_ ‘or.
rather, I do understand them‘ o N | R

On 2 October, Sw1ft writes that "l.or" ' Ha’lifax ‘b'egan "a‘

- health )[1 e. a toast] to me today, it was‘the Resurrection
of the Whigs, which"I refused ,unless he would add their

‘Reformation too: and I told him he was he'»only' Whig' in-'

\.."‘England I loved, or had any good opinion of“: 4 Octoberz ;

° to-day I ‘was brought privately to~ " H’arley,~ who

v
1

’receiVed me with the , greatest respect :\ and kindness%
= 'imaginable- he has apo:.nted me an hour on Sa ‘urday at four,

| ‘-‘afternoon, when I will open my business to h ‘.'.‘..'."',.5‘ / o

Swift records that on 6 October, e ] ,ow I am come




‘:,..‘ﬁe now hear daily of elections~ and, 1n a list I saw o

‘yesterday of about twenty, ‘there are. seven or eight more“
'- Tories than in the_last-Parliament,‘so that I belieye_they
’,need not fear a majority.... But I have been told,‘that Mr.‘l”

,wHarley himself would not let the Tories be too numerous,-ﬁ

Tifor fear they should be insolent, and kick against him, and'
for that reason they have kept several Whigs in employments‘l
.Q.., 7 October ‘sees Harley and- Swift ‘sitting "two. hours,

fdrinking ‘a8 good wine as you do,'and two hours more. he and
‘II alone,.where he heard me tell my business, entejfd into

S T .with all kindness, askt for my powers,*and read them,
‘and read likewise a memorial I had drawn up, ‘and put it 1n‘
‘his pocket to show the queen, told me the measures he would
"take-;and, in short, said every thing I could wish; told me .
: he must bring Mr, St._John (secretary of 'state) and me“:‘w
'acquainted, and sfﬁke so many things of personal kindness
7and esteem for me, that I am-. 1n;§ined half to believe what~
hsome friends have told me<xThat he w0u1d do every thing toﬁ

Ji\bring me over....fAfter four hours being with him,l[he] set.'
‘me down at St. James '8 Coffee-house, in a hackney coach.‘

J

. N5 N
“All this is odd and comical, if you consider—him and me. He -

{

»fknew my Christian name very well.....They may talk of ‘the

}ffyou know what;6 but gad if it had not been for that,' d‘f*jff

i:should never have been able to get the access I have had,

Mﬂfand if that helps me to succeed, then that game thing willﬂ;j'“-

N

:'ﬂfbe serviceable to the church.ﬁ 10 October: "I am 1n hopesu;f?ﬂfi;

*tit [the First Fruits] wfll be done :;for he loves the |




: o‘ i

.'_I value them not LE S

1.'

church: this is a popular thing,\and he would not have a’

‘*governor share in 1t; and, besides.\i am told by all hands.j

he has a mind to gain me’ over. 12 October: “We are in a

‘very dull state, Bnly enquiring every day after .new
elections, where the Tories carry it among the new membersﬁ‘J
‘six to one. " 13 Octoberx "[Lord Halifax] Ls a Whig,‘and
‘I ll put him upon some of my cast Whigs, for I have done',

;with'them, and they have, 1 hope, done with this kingdom

for our time " 13 October also brought an “extraordinary‘.

‘,‘letter from Matthew Dudley, a friend of Swift, and aﬂwhigi

"1s the Devil in you? oct.’ 13, 1716." 14 0ctoberx "I

'suppose I have said enough 1n this and a former letter how‘j“
I stand with [the] new people- ten times better than ever If*y

- did with the.old; forty times more caressed. I am to dine :'”

to/Aorrow at Mr. HarIey*s; and if he’ continues ‘as he has'

N
begun, no man has been ‘ever better treated by another.j lSn

. 0ctober~ “.;; the queen ,-ﬁ: has ,consented to give thef“
'First-Fruitq and the TWentieth parts, and will, we hope,?”

e declare it tomorrow in the cabinet. But I beg you to tq}ly

S —

' 'it ~to .no- persog alive,y for so I am' ordered,v till in
hapublick: and 1 hope to get something of greater value “7 Zﬂrl“'u
RN 0ctober. "Do they know any thing in Ireland of my greatness

. Jamqng the Tories? Every body reproaches ‘me- of it here. butjh_f

S

21 October=‘ “Pray 'say nothing of the FirsteFruitsf ;‘”

'fbeing granted, unless I give leave at the bottom of this.,If\[hD

‘e

'h'@:believe never any thing was compassed so soon, and purely

o :




a,

llexcessively obliging, that I know not what to make of it

unless to show the rascals of the other party that they

'used a man unworthily, who had deserved better. 22‘

l e

,',Octoberx "Well, I dined with Sir Matthew Dudley, and in the

,evening went to sit with Mr. Addison‘;.. but found Party
had so possessed him, that he talked as if he suspected me,

and would not fall ‘in with anything I said.... When shall I

¥y grow wise? I endeavour to act in the most exact p01nts of ‘

-

honour and conscience, and my nearest friends will" not.v

'understand it so 29 October: ae and now [I] am come“'

"home to vmite .some businessﬂt 30 - October: "I came home

‘early,~and must go write. 1 November.'"I sat up the night' "

fbefore my giddiness pretty late [i e{ he was up’ late ‘the
‘ gl

evening of 36 October], and writ very much"-'Sw1ft s first .

Examiner appeared on 2 November. 3 November' "I have now

jleave to write to the primate and archbishop of Dublin{‘

-that the queen has granted the First-Fruits....'“8

. | 56
done 'by my personal credit with Mr. 'Harley,‘fWho is  do -

Although the length of Sw1ft s, narrative of "the‘ s

“ﬂnegotiations that took place in the two months before he

:Ethe full range of what was happening during that timeg“'

"f,5became Mr.:Examiner is protracted, it is important to grasp.ﬂ‘

ﬁ,fperiod. There are ‘at least two important features of‘~:r

dim i e

7&FirstiFruits‘is paralleled‘b

' '1ifplot) that need to be stressed.‘First is the nature of thex

hfoSWift 8 narrative (for 1t is a narrative, and with a doubleff””i“:

:negotiations from Swift s perspeotive-‘the fight to win the:{'“ﬁic

C ot

:QSwift s "swing"'in politics,,f‘lqk




‘ ' - | g 57
IAs he becomes more optimistic about the First Fruits, he

\ '

*'becomes more and more convinGed of the. justness of the Tory
[
cause. Second, from ‘the perspective of the Tory ministry,

”as Swift beCOmes more and more Tory, more and more hope is

i

kgiven with regard to the First Fruits, he is rewarded for
an increasing Toryism.

There ,fis~gHan ‘important | prbgression‘ in " the

- negotiations., First of all, - Swift becomes increasingly ,

K

Tory'“in early September, Swift is rolling resentments

and “fr g schemes qf revenge ‘ in  late September, he ‘is.

intrigued by the. fact ‘that he could “make [his] fortune"
| with the" Tories,. by the‘ beginning of October,‘ he is‘
‘trefusing to drink to the Whigs- then he is "inclined half
_.to believe J.L that [Harley] would do every thing to bring
| me over by the middle of October,,Swift snarls,"I have‘

I
done w1th them [the Whigs] " At the same time, the affair

Vv

"of the First Fruits progresses nicely: at the beginning of

N

"September, SWift has been advised not  to" meddle in the

o

‘t

= affair of the First-Frurgz"- by the end of September, he
k):has again been told nbt to meddle,f despite the fact that o
_the inevit\ble political reality is that the Whigs are on‘bm
ﬂtheir way out, and the affairv...-concerns the clergy of a
"‘whole kingdom a third of the way through October, Swift
"ifi“in hopes it will be done" halfway through October, the jltt
‘2“iE"queen sﬁ, has consented"-‘on the third of November, Swift |
is free to tell the Irish clergy that the First Fruits»&ip

concessions have been passed. W




o N

There are certain significant datee inVoIved‘ with .

swift's ”convereibn r they are dates that indicate that the
gToriee were intereeted in wooing Swift as a writer from the

‘firat. On the 6th October, Swift ia busy in the ;\ening

copying out papere that he intende to ehow to Harley in;~

'ltheir meeting the next day, on the 7th, after the'meeting,

58"

‘Swift speculates that the Tories would\like to "bring [him]'l

:over., On the l3th October, Swift declaree that *I have

‘done with them, " and receivee Dudley s cryptic letter,t“le

the Devil in you?" Given that Dudley was a Whig, the letter o

‘can eaaily be interpreted as being alarmed that Swift has

‘become a Tory. there is no other obvious interpretation of

"vthe%letter. If in fact Swift had decided on or about thei :

“13th to declare for the Whigs, the fact that Sw1ft s -

o

announcement to Stella that “the queen has consented" comes

‘?on the 15th is highly eignificant.‘Swift.s first‘Examiner

v

y.'appeared on 2 November,lon 3 November, he got pef

tell the IriSh clergy that his m1581on had fina ly been a

success. In his ”Memoirs Relating to that Change ..." Swift

‘””'claims that Harley 8 interest in him had always been

B

" grounded on some of Swift e earlier writings: they wanted‘j‘

- eome good pen.? Consistently,1 Swift 8 large breakthroughs“

hﬂin his party convereions" match within ‘a day or two thee

‘fiaignificant triumbhs in hie negotiations..‘,7".‘ »f*vp;fg

A., SPeck is net the only critic who has had a* R

tfifascination for Swift e Change in politica. There have been*:{

fi;many theories devoted to the switch; generally, they'fallvff A



into one of a limited numbe} of categories.

The' first is an /approach‘ that stresses Swift s

‘advantages in becoming the main propagandist for the Tory
‘regime.  F. R. Lock writes that “Swift gained from his
| associatrogywith the Oxford ministry his deanery, with its
ample” income and ~dignity; “a' 1iterary reputation as a
brilliant pamphleteer, and the experience qf living close
to the centre of political power and influence (148) This

approach in general stresses Swift 8 interest in preferment

and tends to suggest that his personal' beliefsf were

Bacrificed in the name’ of " preferment. D. H. Stevens is

M

59

perhaps the most emphatic in this regard: he writes: "Of :

all the writers then in England, he was most keenly alive

h to the possibilities of his age, - and probably no one was

S,

more ready to‘ignore political beliefs fo?ﬁkhe sake of

immediate advantage ... [SWift] sold himself to the highest

. bidder (36—7) 'It is true that preferment was important to

o .
Swift, J. H.IBernard in fact, notes Swift 8 "-.. constant

talk of preferment, in the Church as well as in the State,‘

[as] a’ feature of Swift s correspondence..." (xxxv) It is

true that preferment was important to Swift~ far from the“‘

questionable Status it holds today, preferment was a

L respectable (ln some cases the only) means of securing‘;h71

;

promotion: one had%to be notice by the great and powerful.f

However, there are. certain problems with the stance that D.nuz.'

H. Stevens adopts. First,valthough Swift remarks that "The‘ ff

" 'rories ... tell me, hat I may make my fortune, if I
9.. . '. ‘* '.v.." | i . ‘ " : .,". L l' “ i v B ‘-, "4" ' . . .
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~ .
N

pleaseés.." (Jourmal to Stella, 39 September, 1718), he also

indignantly refused payment for the Examiner when Harley
offered him money . If, indeed» Swift undertook the Examiner

purely as a veh&ple towards preferment, he chose badly:

even Stevens: admits that Swift 8 slighted by the

adminietration' tha

@

interest, however

Stella: "I endehAvour to Act in the most exact points of
hon and cons and my nearest friends will not

understand it so" (22 October, 1718).

A second approach to Swift's onenge in party is

P . .
articulated most clearly by Thomas Sheridan: "... he had

long formed in his liead some great plan -for promoting the

*

- self, weiéhed with him but as the dust upon the balance"”,
(112 13) J. E. Mercer remarks: "... the cause itself was

80 juet his debt of gratitude to Harley so great, and his

~ own desire for'revenge so burning that he was convinced
that the ende jueﬁified the means” ?69) And Ricardo‘

Quintana writes: fSwift's partieanship was real, it was

.. intense and bitter, it was" to lead him into more than one

publick welfare, in regard to which all considerations of

60"

orked for (37-8). Of more

ungeneroug act, it certainly involved an ‘element of '

<o

passionate self-deception. Yet despite all this,vsdift'e'

/\

sincerity in maintainin .as he always -did that he epoke for

the nation is beyond dwxﬁé' (Swift: ‘An_Introduction, 29).

o - i

One major objection to dhe notion that Swift- had no serious
g |

thoughte of preferment on his mind when he. undertook the

. -



\,/)

. Examiner is the bitterness of his rhetoric in letters he
,yrote'in.later life. For instancge; the'letter he wrote™to
Archbishop King on 18 May, 1727 }'numerate’s many of the

[

services Swift performed ' for Archbishop King - and the

church, but also complains that “byour Grace hath thought:

61"

fit to take every opportunity of giving me all sorts of '

.uneasiness, wrthout ever giving me, 1n my whole life, oneA

\

\
‘single mark of . your favour, beyond common c1v111t1ee. . I

'thought . and have been told that I deserved better from

that Church and that kingdom, I am sure‘I do from your
Grace (Corres. IlI,.Zlﬂ) On 21 March l73ﬂ;‘Swift writes
tobBolingbrbke (st. John): "I wonder you are not ashamed to
let -me pine away in this kingdomﬂ.i"~(Corres. III,,383).
These‘are.not the words of a qan'who served‘his church, and
countrylwith nd thought of reward. P |

The third’ motivating ‘factor behind ,é&irtfs Tory
pamphleteering is simple revenge. "Much of the pecu11er
satisfaction he_ﬁgrived from his brilllantawork for the
Tories was that it ghowed the‘Whrgwgrandees whet'aimighty
mistake .they had made in not treating him as an equal"
(Mu»rry;‘ ,175); ‘IT‘here | are many references to indicate that
- revenge was, indeed,' a factor in Swift's defection: the

Journal to Stella a‘bounds ‘with them. However, Swift's

\y/gﬁgefulness would haver to be quite selective for this

-,motivation to be paramount° he never vowed revenge upon'

v &
Harley and St. ‘John, though his bitter ° letters to them

indicate he thought they had done little enough ‘for’ hini.



\
‘ A. fourth approach to the conundrum of . Swift's ‘('I"ory'
pamphieta originates with Irvin Ehrenpr.eis:‘ "If I
refuee to classify Swift among the Whigs during" ‘those
years, my reason ie that he showed no sympathy with the
T tenets peculiar to their clust@f factions’ and made no
: gesture to support them" (Swift II, 252). In other words,

' Ehrenpreis wishes to make Swift a consistent Tory all
along; the trouble Iwith this approach is that it
necessitates 'ignoring much pertinent information. For
linstance; Swift's statement .in “"Memoirs Relating ‘to! the

' Change '..Which Happened in ‘the Queen's Ministry"": "'It- was
then [1702] that I first began t}o trouble myseif, with the
difference between the principlee of Whig and Tory; ... I

found myself to be what they falled a Whig in: politios/\.;

RN

But, as to.religion, I conFessed myself to be an High-

-

o
Churchman.'.._" (PW VIII, 125)\ Ehrenpreis also must ignore

s
the soul-searching that went on throughout the Journal to

Stella as, Swift changed parties.

those positions as a position that 1ncorporates elements of

all of them, with two added ingredients. It is, therefore,

»true that Swift longed for promotion ("a bishopry, or an

'II.'hevtruth, I think, is not so much a compromise among -
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f:nglish deanery"a’t the very least” | [Robert hariey and the

~ . . .
Press, 152]), but also true that he truly believed that he

had acted- with honour throughout (see the ~Journa1 to

Stella), Swift longed for revenge ‘on the Whigs whom,' he‘

5 thought, had treaéed him badly (again. see the Journal to

.=v°



»Stella)” though he felt; too, thet he had switched party
allegiances out of necessity. R "Lf o | ;

The missing ingredients ‘in the puzzle are ‘personal
- friendship and.the facts of history. Th% friendship was
with both Harley and St. John; it '“"held them tOgether long

after the: events of those years were merely a 'faint memory

(Robert Harley and the Press, 152). Swift went on trying to

reconcile Harley and St. John after their ideological

,8plit; in a letter to Pope dated 10 January, 1721, Swift

»

writes that "I only wish my endeavours had succeeded.

better in the great p01nt I had at heart, which was that of

'reconc1ling the Ministers to each other” (Corres. II, 369)

history,'as well, plays a large part in the definitiOns of
'Whig and Tory; essentially, Swift was a Whig of the "0ld
School,“ like Harley,"and like his'lfirst mentor, .Sir
~William Temple. Swift was a 'strong believer in the

monarchy, .with the restrictions and modifications imposed

by the Revolution (thus he can call himself ‘a Whig in

politics), his other article of faith is his profound

reverence for the Church, and - the necessity of preserving

63

.the church against "Dissenters" of all kinds (thus. he was :

a Tory in religion) Both of these essential elements were

part of the belief structure of the "Old," "Shaftesburian

Whigs. Swift s politics are not composed of finding the

mean between two extremes. but of cﬁbosing a\third system“;

that avoided extremes, as part of its structure. Thus, in

 “The Sentiments of a Church of England Man,” Swift

e



!
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expresses his beliefs concerning religion and politics, and

' they are eubstantially the same beliefs as he would express
consistently in the Examiner, . two years later: "I should
: think that, in order to preserve the Constitution entire in

N

Church and State, whoever hath a true Value for both. would

be sure to avoid the Extreams of Whig for the Sake of the

former, and the Ex;reame.of Tory on Account of‘the‘latter"
(PW II, 25).

N



6. TheVExaminer at'WOrka\Attacking Marlborough

The task Sw1ft set for himself, and that was ‘set for

him, when he took over the editorship of the Examiner was
to convince the nation that "the Queen proceeded with the

: highest Wisdom, in changing her Ministry and Parliament"‘

(pw III, 171) The Examiner had begun its task with the

general assertion that the war was a profit-making venture

‘On‘the part of the Whigs (PwW III,,4) that was destructive )

‘to the kingdom as a whole. The Whigs, therefore,»deserved
‘to lose power, and, the war which they supported for selfish
reasons needed to be ended. It was an argument that Swift
would use throughout the Examiner. . | |
Downie writes that "Symbolism is crucial to successful

propaganda’ (Robert Harley'and the Press, 193). According

to the symbolic world created by the Examiner. €he Tories

f
were peace-lov1ng, they were loyal to the church and crown:

they were 1nterested only in true prosperity, solidly based

on the ownership of land. The Whigs, on the other hand,‘

: were war-mongers, their loyalty to ”the church }was{7

'questionable, given their- alliance with the Dissenters-

they were suspected of trying to unduly influence and

effectively control the crown, their wealth was based on

;false values: the possession of money and stocks, not land..-

The Whigs, in short, were avaricious- they were interested
iin prolonging the war because the war provided them with
y‘the easiest route to profit. The Tories represented all

right-minded Englishmen, the Whigs,‘an evil "faction




The most obVioue Whig proponent of the war, the person

-who . had built a reputation based on his successes in thef
. war, the Whig with' the most to gain and the most to lose“

‘ from the war was General Marlborough. If ‘the Tories were‘

‘the eymbol of peace. and the Whigs the symbol of the war,

66

: the symbol of the Whigs, in turmw ‘was Marlborough. 1f the |

”war were ! to be discredited, the single most obvious :;pg’tﬂ

for the Examiner was the General himself.
] +

In October 1709, Marlborough had made what Green calls

“the biggest miscalculation “of his career (213): knowing

that he would lose his commission if the Whigs lost power,‘_

‘Marlborough had tried to cover for himself by requesting

m:that he be made a general for life. "English feeling was‘;

N predominantly anti-military, and a standing army [(such an".

. organisation was assumed in having a general for 1ife] was'

*regarded as a perpetual threat to liberty. Nothing had made

_‘Marlborough more distrusted than his demand that he should

?~lbe created Captain General for 1ife. Almost as popular Wlth L

"

the country gentlemen as the argument against waste and_;

fcorruption was that against the maintenance of a standingi-"

- army“ (Marshall, 46-7)

Though Marlborough 8 scandalous request had created a =

‘wave of anti-Marlborough Asentiment with it, "popularf;.gﬁﬁﬁ“

§

vﬁffthat it was the greatest ingratitude to: curb the Captain-‘[';':‘

'“f;General s authority after the brilliant Victories which heffi 5

4

‘Vf;f’animosity against Marlborough was' beginning to wane by'V.f’

‘xxffNovember 1715 as the Whigs endeavoured to.persuade peoplehth”



had won for the 11 ed‘cause.‘Swift revived itragain..,"

("The Examiner Ex ined." 141) i ,"'y‘

¢

Swift s firs concentrated assault on Marlborough came

. on 23 November 1710, with Examiner Numagggﬁs;j‘

[y

!

o .Their basic arguments can ‘be summarised quickly in this

.vmanner: (l)*the.establishment ofva point‘of view, and the

67

Examiner Number 16 is composed of nine paragraphs."

initial addressing of ‘the problem: (2) inquiries are made

v

§
t

into the exact nature of the attacks upon Marlborough: (3)W

”the comment is made, almost as aﬁ aside, that one should
B -venerate the queen, and that there will be little
"veneration 1eft over for generals if one' values the queen

‘as one ought; (4) the link is- nmde between the deposed

Whigs and Marlborough, (5) the proposal is made to examine

7vBr1tish 1ngratitude, (6) a list is’ made of Marlborough 8

Vrewards, (7) a- list 18 made of the cuetomary rewards of"

Roman generals-' (8) note 'is taken that Roman generals

'usually contributed any gold and Silver they took, as spoils‘l

‘British at their worst are not so bad as the Romans at
their best.'I propose to deal with each paragraph 1n turn.,

First, Sw1ft establishes the point of view from whicﬁ’

'vﬂlthe problem Will be examined..HEre,‘SWift is the typicaldw:‘

*Kﬂdeal of Application...v)’ he 1s educated ("[I have] made,fff

t

lﬁ:several Enquiries.;.g) he is humble t(’...among thoseffﬁl

'ﬂﬁ;Persons who I thought were best able to inform me... ): herf*

# . PSR S D v B
sl N T Lo T ,v‘.'-r' PR , . ,' PR

o.:to the public coffers, (9) the conclusion is drawn that the‘

”iﬂ;gExaminerz he is reasonable (“I have consideredswith a great}gffﬂ




f

""flfhas been compared favorably to two of themgreatest generals :7“

'?is‘ courtedus ("if 1 deliver‘ my'.sentiments with some

“‘ B ' Loy

‘(”which 80 nice 'a point requires ). Martin Price claims ‘that
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: ‘freedom, I hope it will be fOrgiven...‘), he is sensitive ]‘

(" I [will] accompany [qu remarks] with that Tenderness

Swift claims simply to uncover truth rather than to awaken

!

o in this first paragraph is well suited to his task.

passions' oes [by] skeptically testing assertions by”
f‘,‘empirical evidence, soberly applying reasonable princ1ples\¢

‘}to the case %n question" (32); the Examiner who is sketched"]f-

‘ Second,‘,the Examiner proposes to enquire .into“theé |

exact nature of the attacks .upon Marlborough.‘This is done

using a. series of rhetorical questions. First, however,

‘Tongues and Pens ) for making this particular cdlumn

d necessary: the opposition press believes that Marlborough

~l .

has not been treated fairly by the Examiner, reasonable man

“*_that he is, Swift decides to reply. Next, he overstates the

";most eminent Services that ever were performed by a Subject

i»to his Country, not to be equalled in History." With the

'fﬁysuperlatives here to good effect: the exaggeration that iB

i-:stated explicitly on the part of Marlborough s serVices (he

'

l‘%Swift blames the (Whig) press (“the common ‘Clamour of

”injury that has been donefto Marlborough he mentions “the .
,Baseness. the Inconstancy and Ingratitude of the whole_" '

'Kingdom,p‘and overstates Marlborough 8 performance: "the .

’-{:aside that that praise does injury to ‘"élEEEEQEE and f'(fyf;

“ff'fﬂCaesar, who never did us_the least Injury. Swift uses ;




Lo

’

;in history) implies that there has been an exaggeration‘in -
the plac1ng of blame on those who have neglected to rewardh
rMarlborough.‘ Sw1ft turns' next toy,a long tradition of
]‘treating generals "‘unfairly: j the Greeks f and Romans;
'T"ungratefully dealt with.I know not how many of their most
deserving Generals;" Tongue firmly in cheek ‘Swift notes‘
"that "If a Strai?er should hear these furious Out—cries of‘

‘Ingratitude ag7 nst our General, without knowing the

Particulars,/he would be apt to enquire where was his: Tomb,

. or whether he were allowed Christian Burial? Not doubting'
lbut what we' had put ‘him to some 1gnom1nious Death or, hath *

‘he been tried for his Life, and very narrowly escaped?"

The main thrust of this paragraph,:however, is" in ﬁhe
e

‘series of rhetorical guestions levelled by a "Stranger"
concerning British 1ngratitude towards the person who hasi
"'been represented as the greatest general of all time,,

.,anywhere. The questions concern being tried for "crimes andl

misdemeanours *T(in' fact, ‘ Marlborough ‘vwas“ 'the . most
. ) ‘ [ .
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celebrated and decorated general of his time), the Prince"

;seizxng his estate (in fact, he had been granted an estate‘

]

'1—-Blenheim),:ia> Rabbl hooting him (1n fact, he was;H‘

treated with great public respect), and so on.'If the: crime‘g;t’

,which England has been accused? ”Why,v~it is plain and

L
. h '

“l,of ingratitude does not 1ie 1n any of the areas already'

' 5Tilpcovered,; then,' asks SWift, where is the ingratitude of:ﬁf"

"uclear-l for while he zi commanding~ abroad, the Q“eenrgff

‘:dissolveth her Parliament, and changeth her Ministry at




*“iﬂj,Favour,fjas well as the Love of the Soldiers.v ‘SWift'7fu“

‘the ‘time. o A.i‘.

‘government.“'

Y i

homex In which universal Calamiﬂx, no less than two Persong

allied by marriage to the General have 1ost their Places‘

: »

Here, Swift "pretends to praise what he means to. condemn‘

~”[and] he pretends to condemn what he‘ means to praise

o

(Bullitt, 51) The loss of two positions at court is calledﬂ

i'a universal Calamity,' when such a loss--of positions of_v

negative,"each ‘off them _With an implied' comment on

1

.contemporary politics, and the actual cause of the charges

" of ingratitude has been labelled as a positive step.‘The

0 .

‘fquestionable validity--is obviously not a "calamity" at !l

"all; the questions have been answered for us in the

nation 8 ingratitude" is 1ook1ng less like ingratitude alMJ)

Swift finishes‘ this paragraph With an. aside“ that;d'
:wonders'"Whence came this wonderful Sympathy between thev‘
Civil and Military Powers?“ and muses about. whether the

troops will refuse to fight, unless prov1ded With their own

LY

Third. Swift speculates about whetherethe reason for

Marlborough 8 lack of popularity coulé have to do with a

et

‘ “.jFavourites of the People,;while we live under a Queen whof

[‘lack of wisdom,ror perhaps have something to do Wlth his',‘f:
jzappearance: ’"The Possessipn of some one Qua‘i_x, or.a -

i‘"Defect in some other,‘ w111 extremely damp the Peoples'{‘

?Jengrosseth all our Love,,and all our Veneration....thjfi

‘ﬁcontinues: "BeSides,_ thisffi‘ not ”[;Ag to produceigf,“”'*




i

' great General .or" Miniet’er. to vauire ~‘any. Degree . of no

‘subOﬁdinate Affectlon from the Publlck, muet be ‘by all“
Markp 'of the most entire Submiseion and Respect to- her
ms$" d Person and Commands, othe;wise,‘no pretence of great

“déﬁrvices, either in/ the Fleld or the Cabinet, will be able

to skreen them from unlversal Hatred " 'I'he implication of{ .‘
thls 'paragraph is' that, fi.rst, any veneration that -

: Marlborough 'mlght acqulre would‘ ube a 'kind -.of' surface ’

h

devotlon, second, the major reason for the general populace
&

to 'not venerate Marlborough ‘is his lackvof respect for the o
’-Queen--a polltj,cally l\"hot“ toplc, and a ‘deciaive ‘dlviding
p01nt between wWhig' and Tory, 'I‘orles thought of themselves,
;,"and are consistently represented in the Examiner,‘ as the

A

partyx mo‘st‘ devoted “to"‘ the throne.A Swift off‘ra his .

explanat:‘i;o'n,: neut‘rally; the strategy is one po1nted out by

: Bullitt aS'an imﬁor‘ nt Sw1ft1an ploy.,he wrltee that an"'\'
: v“atmosphe‘re ’of detacSent and objectlvlty .. is created ﬁfby
Swift's care in avoidlng any personal assesement of his‘

o own" (59)‘.‘ In other words,‘ while Sw1ft 1s supplying the'

_‘po'ssible-“"hypotheses for the reasons for Marlborough 8

"supposed lack of popularity,‘ and thereby dellmitlng the

"4poss:.bl.lities of ‘"truth,". he is claimlng that the,truth

‘speaks for 1tse1f. o 'i*., o . ""Jﬂ, '«f-,ff"' "p?ﬁlﬂ

Fourth, ‘ the depoeed Whlgs are allled very closely with

‘,‘,:Marlborough: '.ﬂ.'. and the Ingratltude of the Nation lieth s

.“1n the People s Jo:Ln:Lng ‘as. one Man, to wish, that such a.""

'M:Lm.stry should be changed.‘. Is it* not at the same Time.”"‘. ;

EAEE



e
lRegard to the General, was able to preserve the Ministry sO

~Continuance?" This is a reverse kihd of praise. in ‘a way,

I'People have been guilty of Ingratitude?”'

. service o t_i_

"notorious to the whole Kingdom, that nothing but a tender'72 L

3

‘ long, until .neither. God nor Man 'could ‘suffer their

\

Marlborough is being blamed for the continuance so long of

‘a. ministry that had grown insufferable. The implication,

‘too, is that because the Whig ministry has been overthrown,

by . an entire nation, ”acting as 6ne man," Marlborough

‘himself ie due to be overthrown . . B .

4

One thing that is clear in: the foregOing paragraph is

n

that thew’Examiner aligns himself .very closely with the

.,

'nation which ‘has acted as one man.'L He continues that

‘falliance in the fifth paragraph by inviting his readers to

"continue the examination of Marlborough with him. he will 3

[

devote his time to. seeing whether or not good serVices“have,,.

_ been inadequately rewarded in the kingdom, and thereby ¥

‘“determine "whether upon that Article, either Prince or

%

' The sixth paragraph begins the examination proposed in

' .the fifth: though Swift will‘"say nothing of the Title of

Duke,' or the Garter, which- the Queen bestowed in the <

beginning of her reign,? he is very interested in the other‘

”rewards t‘at Marlborough has managed to garner in his

crown The Examiner reckons that Marlborough

. has ' made off with something more than half a million

» “Swﬁpounds, and all this is - but a. Triflg\hln comparison °f
P

L'ﬁiwhat is untold.ﬁ This half—million

nds is labelledx ;y_[fi




“Brltlsh ingratitude.
J . ‘
Sw1ft has swept hls readers along to thls point by
e . 4

'pretending‘ to be reasonable and detached, by glving the

.

‘1mpress10n that he is trying, in a detached, objectxve way,‘

_to dlscover the causes of a grave injustice that has 'een

done to the greatest general in. hlstory A vital part of

satlre,, however, is that it be recognisable as satirez

Sw1ft therefore must 1nject an element into hls essay that

i

labels it as the scathlng satlre of Marlborough‘that it is.

It is absurd to itemxse the’ rewards that Marlborough has
|

1 \ '
garnered, to add them up and then conclude that he has made-

 over half a. milllon pounds 1n “ungratefulness.“ Marlborough

has suddenly become one of the“ Whlg wretches who is

\ !

beneflttlng slgnlfxcantly from the war——materlally and 1n

terms of hls fame as,_ a fine soldler.

"
-~

. To drive the p01nt further home, “in. tﬁe 'seventh

'paragraph Sw1ft proceeds to itemise the honours and rewards

‘bestowed on a Greek or a Roman general, who had "entirelx

,subdued hls Enemles. or who had returned "from the most

glorlous Expeditlon, conquered some great Klngdom, brought .

~

the’ King hlmself, his Famlly and Nobles to adorn the

| Trlumph in Cha1n3° and made the KlnngHl elther a Romah'

n

“Prov1nce, or at best, a poor depending State, “in humblev

nAlllance to that Emplre " Desplte Marlborough s always.

”‘competent,'and sometlmes brilllant, campalgn in EuroPe,’he

-.can claim no new kingdoms for Englandﬂ he cannot claim to‘JF

f,have entlrely subdued his enemies. ‘ The_ comparison is:_

z{ :

L




<

mades Marlborough, far from conquering ~with the
\ C o : ‘

overwhelming force of the Romans, is involved with a very

unpopular ‘war thatS has hasted for many Yyears. RO

gratitude for the exploits of their generals adds up to 994

pounds, ll shillings, lﬂ p@nce. e bills of reckoning pre
¢
drawn up on the page~ British ingratitude, 540,900 pounds;

Roman gratitude, 994.11.10. This following on the heels of

74

a comparison of the actual exploits of the various generalS"

involved casts . large aspersions on Marlborough. he has

. , / S
become greedy, graspingQ and‘incompetent to boot.

Swift's eighth paragraph drives home his point

mercilessly. "een all valuable Prizes taken in the Wwar,

were Openly exposed in the Triumph, -and then in the Capital

1. . *

for the Publick Service." ' .

"

Martin Price comments- ﬁLn irony we hear two voices,

<
one saying what its limited character requires,‘the other

what a different awareness must add or oppose. Thé quality

of the -ironic effgsa will be determined by‘the reliability

P
[
Toeos

vup a lisé of the rewards given to generals English and

vRoman. amd then render them on an account sheet.

-of these two voices" (57). One of Swift' s voices in this
lpiece . hae maintained the strictly»i‘detached ‘and
‘preasonable facade'that has characterised him all alOng. the

i 'other voice is submerged. We are awape that itiis there,

-

indeed, it is a necessary part of the writing This second-f

voice is‘the one- that articulates the absurdities, that is

D

Iwilling to ignore historical and eocial realities o draw'

Dk
A Ea

‘g:‘,( e i



In the ninth and final paragraph, SWift quotes a maxim

to make his point: "We find many ungrateful Persons in the

World, bu§ we make more, by setting too Thigh a Rate upon~

onr Preteneions, and undervaluing theLRewarde we receive."
The oolumn thue4becomes a lesson in greed and humility.
' Maxims are common in‘S%ift's‘ﬁriting:IBullitt points out
‘that I'z}f’gbe analytic employment of a maxim ae an accepted
gene:azv-'standard againet which some particular is
contragted is olose to the core of the ideal--reality
_relafionship undeflying‘so mucn of Swift;a satire" (110).
Swift's implied. ideal " here is aotually outlined at the

beginping of the column: the ideal 1is the perfect,
| .

deserving, virtuous ,general "not to be equalled in

. History"; the reality is the avaricious Marlborough who

will be attacked so’mercilessly within a few weeks.in the.

character of Crassus- (in Examiner Number 27, 8 February,
1711). (; | ‘ o |
Thus far,\Swift's column is, in Green'e estimation,
“skilfully 39ne," and "at least founded in fact. The
Marlborough’exploits were public property; his mansions and
wealth were readily observable. However,‘the column does

8
not. end ﬁhere- the last few eentences are examples of what

has prompted Atteridge to write that one of the reasons for

15

" the Examiner's phenomenal suctess . is that "hé was 8O
) ——————— . ) . !

scanda*ously slanderous that he was able. to provide new

dellghts to a reading publlc long since jaded by slanderous

. propaganda" (237).. The final few sentences are dtreéied at
N ) ) '

! .



Sarah,. Duchees of Marlborough. In effect, it called into

. question Sarah's honeety in managing the household affairs

of Anne, despite the ecrupulous (and well-known) honestyvof-

Sarah (eee Green, 235).
In this particular Examiner, Swift employs most of ‘the
—_—

techniques ‘he used .throughout the period he wrote the

paper: in. the guise of a reasonable man,  Swift

systenatically attacks nis target using the weapons
. available to him: irony, aatire, reversals of meaning,
scandal. He stays relentlessly on target, w1th his audience
Afixed in mind. The column is a brilliant, savage satire. It
has a target in Marlborough; it has an audience in the
delighted Tory landowners who, though scandalised, read it

\

and believed.

LY
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Conclusion '
~ The picture of Swift that emerges from‘this thesis is
composedhof contrasts and ax'nbivalences.~ | |
‘First, Swift was born in obscurity, and felt that he

had to live his life in pursuit of the power he "had been
deprived of at birth. At least partly because of‘the power
and recognition it entailed, Swift became a member of the
Irish Church. He rose through the ranks.of the Church to
3the point where he was asked to represent the Church before'
the Queen, in its petition to have the "First Fruits"
tariff removed. During the course of his negotiations,
Swift (a Whig) was offered the chance to become the editor*
of the Examiner,4the acknowledged mouthpiece of the Tory
' party newly in power, he became "Mr Examiner." "During the
seven-month span from November 1718 to June 1711 when he
served.as the editor of the Examiner, Swift was the first
lord of English politigpl .journalists" (Reinemeyer, 1).
Despite this fact, and :despite the continued, dedicated
work Swift accomplished for the Harley regime in the years .
' he" worked - forv the Tory party, “..,, according to
gcontemporary estimates of his deserts, he was treated badly'
in the final settlement” (b. H. Stevens,_37, . 20). Swiftg
fhad indignantly refused payment for his Examiners, although
" he undoubtedly had hoped for a significant preferment in"

__,‘_{a

- the Church (Downie surmises that Swift had*"hoped for a

'tbishopric, or an English deanery at Ehe very least, as ai"

Ficy

reward,,for ‘his puhlic services...” [Jonathan SWift.
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Political Writer, 1391): what he ‘received was ‘an Irish

deanery, which had a decent income, but was far removed
. from ‘the centres of English life and power ‘that he loved.

The Examiner years, the opportunities which Swift saw as an

’

auspicious beginning, were in fact the end of his rise in

power and significance. Perhaps ‘the most eloquent summation
‘\
of Swift's feelings about his treatment by the goyernment
R . \

78 - -

for whom'he had worked so hard is his own: "... my giyatest'

misery is. recollecting the scene of twenty years past, and
-then all on a sudden dropping into the present. I remember
when I was a little boy, I ‘felt a great fish at the end of
my line which I drew up almost on the ground, but it dropt
in and the disappointment vexeth me. to this very\day, and
1 believe it ‘was the type of all my future disappointments
(swift to Viscount Bolingbroke (Hénry St. John] hand
‘Alexander Po 5 April 17293 Corres. lII, 329) .

Second[EZwift saw the Examiner .as a specific vehiclé,
created‘for‘specific—ends. His comment in "Memoirs Relating

to that Change which Happened in the Queen 8 Ministry is

~tellings "This [i.e.,personal dislike] I take to have been

\

.}the principal ground of the Queen 8 resolutions to make a

)

. change of some offices.both in her family and kingdom, and '

ithat these resolutions did not proceed from any real
fapprehension she had of danger to the church or monarchy*

(pw VIII, 112) Considering Swift 8 consistent stance in

L \9‘

CR

N :the Examiner that the Queen s,“real apprehension was the :

‘M?%On for the change. Swift must have seen his role ffi;ﬁ



"i‘period. Publicry, the Examiner was a success.’it&&[

L to scholars. e °”V¥¢j‘ | *. -ﬁff”

“fPrivately.,the Examiner both raised and dashed any hope

as Examiner . as a remarkably' "political" manipulatorx

he wrote what was necessary at the time to accomplish what

were. defined as honourable ends.'

Third, Swift had a strong sense of the temporality of

his work: “"... although the present Age may understand the

1little Hints we give, the Parallels we draw, and the

79

Characters we: describe- yet ‘this w1ll ‘all be lost to the

next" (PWw III, 32). At the same time that swift is

conyinced"that the Examiner Jis strictly occasional, ‘he .

expects from it long-term preferment for himself. This

shbrtv term/long term - split is evidenced in critics

commentary Walter Graham s observation should be accurate:

“'ﬂ’ on the whole w++ the Examiner has little value today,

outside the field of political Journalism" (91), yet it‘

, must be balanced with Irv1n Ehrenpreis 8 enthusiasm:‘"Sw1ft

seldom wrote better_than in the Examiner"'(Swift II, 409)

A
I suspect that the truth is .a combination of these two
\ ' .

political Journalism, and to scholars of Swift. The writing

‘itself is masterful, its content,‘interesting, but largely

,f: .
M

~

The carefully defined,» powerful stance of Swift 8 o

L4 :

RN

. ‘H, L

Tyiewss. the Examiner is’ of value both to scholars . of,

‘:fprose is a significant part of what'bets the Examiner apart"g'ﬂfé

from many of the other journalistic endeavours. of the","'

;jxdﬁals were fulfilled admirably for Harlexﬁs.,government.«a“:




Swift uhad . for significant preferment ’in“the Church.
. Publicly, the Examiner‘ was the all-powerful voice of

Harley 8 government, privately, Sw1ft admits that he had

not 80 much pow@%ﬁ%s was believed" (PW VIII, . 1ﬂ7)

It has become a critical truisnx that ‘“Swift loved
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power (V; Woolf, 72; and others); he also feared it.v

'"Arbitrary power" is one of the main objects of attack in‘

the Examiner: arbitrary power from fPopery from absolute"ﬁ

monarchy, from unworthy politicians or« overambitioue

generals, was to be . feared because  of’ its very reaL threat-

to liberty. While power is a main object of attack,,it is‘_ﬁ

"also a. major purpose, for both Swift and Harley

P
'.Edward W. Said has observed that “Swift s work is a E

persisting miracle"of how - much commentary an author s

' writing can . accommodate and still remain problematic (The

World, nthe - Text, and ‘the Critic, 54) I think Said is

corxect, and that part of Swift s appeal is his ambiguity.

[l

between truth and power, public and privaté,,the temporal,v

“.and the permanent, Whig and Tory. They are ambiguities that

' are important--perhaps‘: essential--throgghout ' Swift 8

o

'fQExaminer years._ivf;*f jy,g_ L o M.g,-

e



. Whig ministry of Godolphin.“

i

;Notes for‘Chaptersl” i s

. King, 9 September 1716)

:greatest respect and kindness imaginable....-f

Notes

ot NN

1 SeeiHaroldFWilliams,‘"Introduction“ to the Journal

n

to Stella, especially xiv-xvii, for a good discussion of

. the difficulties Swift had in trying to negotiate with thehf

-

2 "If secured at, all, [the First Fruits and} the

Twentieth Parts] could be gained, , a8’ they had been' for

England, only by political favour. It was Swift s business

\

.. to watch the complexion ‘of politics, and Lo learn how - °

'he might make the best terms for his Church" (Craik 144).

3 See, among others, David Green, in particular 214-‘

&

20 Green is especially interested in the reaction of Queen"
- Anne ‘to the scandal ’produced by the trial of Dr.
‘Sacheverell and’ the difficulties experienced by her as Dr.-

fSacheverell became, 1ncreasingly, a popular hero.

- ~ .
4 "They tell me.. all affairs in the Treasury arehl

governed by Mr. Harley, and that he is the person usuallyx

' applied to ,;. (COrres. I,' 172-3: Swift to ‘Archbishop, SR

.
.,5

¢

‘ff .brought privately to Mr{ Harley, who received me with theﬁbl”

ﬁfﬂ'é@;f:, 6 Journal to Stella, 9 February 1711: Swift reports,

With some SatiSfaCtion. that “The warrant is passed for the f

First-Fruits."ff_fff

Journal to Stella, 4 0ctober 171@: 9... today, I was BRI




Notes for Chapter 3

1 See, among others, Dorothy Marshall, especially 37‘,i
40, for a: concise summary of the growth of literacy and the

importance ‘of an education in eighteenth century British

society.

\2 One practical reason . for this was the lapsing of the

licencing act in 1695 e
3 Both Swift 8 remarks to Stella and his recruitment
d" | 'ash a Tory propagandist,' despite his Whig inclinations,
would indicate that writers were chosen on the baSis of
skills and general political ideology, and not. Just on the
basis of their political affiliation, as Foot suggests.‘;
4 Although Sw1ft pretends that both of these virtues
are his stock-in-trade. Reinemeyer calls “reasonableness |
‘ o Swift 8" “favorite ploy (1&9), Mercer claims that Sw1ft\‘
) iff“always ‘demanded | from his‘*'readers : c0mmon . sense,
intelligence and a sense of humour '(165) \f"”" "‘f “‘ fﬂ;
'f 5 Swift wrote to Archbishop King on 12~ July l7lli “It |
seemeth to me that the Ministry Lie unden a. griev0us f

Dilemma,'from the Difficulty of continuing the War, and the

Danger of an ill Peace,.which I doubt,_whether all thdir anj

O "

Credit with the Queen and Country would ~support them ?ﬂ‘v

‘1 ’ . u.,,_;o e G

AT



| Whig, as he ‘urged on extreme measures against those who had.
”'V'assailed ]and advised James ‘, II.;,. Becoming ‘a leadingwl"
figure in the alliance of Oppogtion Whigs and Tories knoWn ‘
‘as’ the Country party, he dominated the proceed&ngs of the
'House of Commons in the late 1690s, and was’ chosen Speaker ..
1@ three ‘ successive‘ Parliaments from 1701 ‘to' 176_5"

(Jonathan Swift, Political Writér, 136).

7 This is from a lett. from St John to Sir William'
windham (1753), quoted in Speck "The - Dg ner Examined "

143-4, and Dowm.e, Robert Harley and the Press.. 126.

o 8 "Mr. Harley told me That there was now ‘an -
i . -

entirely new scenes: 'rhat the Queen ‘was resolved to employ‘
Y

=‘:“none but those who were friends to the constitution of

church and state' 'I‘hat their great difficulty lay in ‘the

.‘want of some good pen, to keep up the’ spirit raised in the‘

»,

people, : t.o assert v the‘_“ principles, "Ha'nd. justify the‘b_ ’
proceedings of the new ministers ("Memo:Lrs Rslating to"‘;

that Change which Happened in the Queen s Ministry,' _p_w_ -

,vxn, 123). o

9 Contained J.n its entirety 1n PW III, "A.p‘pendix',A,"., )

‘221;7SW.,



L
v Notes for Chapter 5 | ' ‘ Lo e

1 9 September l7l¢, Journal to Stella: "Every Whig in

.,great offéce will, to a man, be infallibly put outo‘ and we |
., | 'shall have such a winter as hath not been seen 1n England "
"2 This ie with regard to Swift s ‘last visit to London, :
| ‘in l7ﬂ9, When ‘he had left tlhe negotiations with Godolphin s
Whigs extremely frustrated and angry o |
“ 3 st. James 8 Coffee-house, a favorite haunt of the.
":"Whiga. : RO “ |

4 somers-was a Whig: A'Tale of a Tub was dedicated to .

1
'

;him. | g |
= Although Harley is mentioned earlier in Sw1ft s '

’c'orrespondence, ‘ Swift vwrote kon ‘9. September 1712} to

:Archbishop King- "They tell me, all affairs in the Treasury

o iE
l are governed by Mr. Harley, and‘ that he \d 18 the person
usually applied to Leee |

6 This almoat certainly refers to A Tale of ‘a 'I‘ub, .

(Corres.' 172 3)

"which had gone through a’ fifth edition in 1769, to.the .

.scandal of some and the delight of others. S | A
7’On 1'1'21 October 1715, Swift notes that “he_ , had &

."begged" for more fnnds than the First Fruits and Twentieth

@Parts alone\would entail. His entry ;m the Journal ato

‘.,‘-:"Stella i" 8 "I know not whether I told you.n‘:‘.-

-“en' to the queen, L begged ,for two

This refers toﬁ SR



e

e«
85

of the Journal to Stella (677-

; See, also,'”Appéndix,III"
. os@). o~ Co e
8 The bill: finally passed ,thrbugh' Parliament on "9

February 1711. f R l L{‘:, S - o
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