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ABSTRACT

,
~ i

To write about a women's movement wbuld be misleading for there:
- ‘ B N LN :

was no organized movement in pre-Republican China. This is a studv of~
. - 1

- .
. g S

the efforts of individual women\within the student natienalist.fovement,

* » ‘.”“ .

Thelr feminist asbirations werd subnrdinated tc their patribﬁic géals
.for .China--all efforts towards female emancipation were directed towards

building a stronger  Chinese nation.

: ’

In order to understand the motives and feelings of voung revolu-’
’ : ' .

\

tionarv women, such as Ch'iu Chin .and Soumav Tcheng, one must look at
the total radical student movement from 1970 to 1911, Within this revo-

lutionaryv atmosnhere decisions on eduéation'and/care

were determined

these young astudents and emotinnalism a predominant charac

%
1 - 1l

These young revolutionary women students were the pioneers of

China's women's movements of the Republican and Commuhiat.eras;and had
an important influence not only on the direction female emancipation

A

. \) , . - -
took in modern China bug also on' the role nationalism would play in

o

these 1ateQ,movements. o : : :




1 .
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS A L.

‘'wish to express my gfdtitude to Dr. B. L. Evans of tHe Historv

Department for his encouragement ahd suggestions on the writing .of this

- ~

R . . ¢

thesis: glso, to the members of mv committee~for their comments and

‘ ' 1 K,‘ . ) - )
suggestidns. : ' )
. \ Y

would also like to ‘thank the staff of Incer-Libﬁ@mv Loan®- for

»
their assistance in securing the information vitalyto the preparation

.

of thig Fh891s- Their effort in tracking down some of the soutrce

Y

material was much appreciated.

i



TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER

I.

ITT,

IV,

'

CHINA AND THE WEST .

The Beginnings of Reform .

The Impact on China's #omen Students
~

i
K

o M B ' &
IT. THE TRADITIONAL CHINESE WOMAN

Traditional Books of Instruction .

v

The Ouestion of Woman's Inferioritv

The ‘Bxceptions--Pan Chao and Mulan .

BETTERING CHINA'S wobEN . . . |
1 ,

! Missionary Education . . .
S e T s
Modern Government Schools

' ‘ 5’
SquificialiEy tf the Changes

‘THE RADICAL %gUDENT MOVEMENT

Introduction of Modern Western

4

Chinese Students 1in Japan ’F

¢

Founding of the T'ung-meng Hui:.

. Student Activities in China

CHINA'S " HOMEN REVOLUTTONARTES
The Heroine of Chien Lake |
kY - G . . .

Recruiting Female Studeﬁts for

Girl Revolutionarv . . . . .
: L

The Response to Nationalism

LI I Y 4

d

2®

76

. 96.

107
T 113
122

125

148

156

169



) ’ 5
‘ i,
3 ’ ' 1 . . ‘ »
CHAPTER o ; : ‘ . PAGE

’ .

(VL. NATIONALISM AND FEMINTSM . . . . A S 22

..

v .Appeals to ‘—"R.evo_lutionarv Women" e e s e 174
Superficiality of Chanpe Among Chinﬁe»sev Women / . 154 |
) ACbéfinuing Impact of,Nation;i;sm';_. e e e e L, 1925'
- ’ ) ) S . N\
- | *'I!:'_ . . ' an

BIBLIOGRAPHY. ", ", | . . Cee e e 6

APPENDICES . . ... ., . . . ; ey



= CHAPTER T

: AN
CHINA AND THE WKST _ Lo
The institutions of the ancéstors cannst be changed. ‘
‘We cannot preserve the realm of the ancestors: what is the use
of their 1nstitutions7l

By 1850, .China was showing all\\he symptoms of dynastic decline,

.and handicapped by these internal problems of over- population famine

court . corruption bureaucratic inefficiency, and rebellion China was

suddenly thrust into ‘contact with a dynamic Western imperlalism which

insisted that China be Opened' to Western commerce. Ill-equipped by

ks

hrer isolationism and lack of knowledge about the strengths of these new

“barbarians . China suffered a series of humiliating and disastrous defeats

in military and diplomatic encounters ‘with the foreigners. China S leaders

< / .

were forced to look for new ways. td meet this foreign threat. Few under-

stood the total challenge presenged“by the Western powers. Scholar—~

>

officials,fimmerséd in a Codfucian'world, could not properly understand ‘

the values of Western civilization and early modernization attempts were

_piecemeal and hampered by the continuinp hostility of- the vast ma1ority

fof the bureaucracy and court., Reforms were superficial and Chinese social *

/, .

and political life remai unchanged T . ’ co

It was China s overw helming defeat in the Sino~Japanese war of

1894 1895 which finally shattered this complacency and* forced recognition

s : . : . .
R l- . . t . -
. A . - : . . \

v 1

"

1The confronaatiOn between the conservative Jung- 1u and K’ang Y -wei

in January 1898, Quoted’in ‘John"K. Fairbank, Edwin 0, Reischauer, and
Albert M. Craig, East Asia The. Modern Transformation (Boston. - Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1965), p. 1391, _ o S

- ¢
€
)
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-of the need to learn from the yést. Chainese patriats saw their country's.
power and prestige weakened almosg to tb; point of,extfnétion and.out of
this i@{éhsifiéd,péfribtism;grew'J‘strdng~movemenf‘for reform centred
: ‘ . - - R o ) !
around the radical reformer, K'ang Yu-wei (1858—1927).. He turned to a g
reevaluation ef his own Confucian tradit{on in order to justify borrowing
Lot L N ! ' ‘ . . S ’/ ‘"‘ .
from the West and a reinterpretation of Confucian’wrigings to sanction e
radical institutional éhanges.f K'ahg’s'emphasis»dn‘bpractitél‘statesman-~_
) L N . ) o . ” . - S\ .
S : : = ) W
ship" was meant to stimulate the scholar-gentryﬁto,éﬁsyme leadership in -

g ‘ : - ] Co- .
reform.; However, K'ang still expected td%incorporate,thq§e changes
. N » . - : . . &
within a Confucian framework,'albeit a'ggﬁblutiqnar? one of his own
' ' ! ’ o ~ 4

thinking. Bdt; by introducing these néw ideas to his dighipies,'éﬁPéciZL%y .
: { T AR D
‘to Liang Ch'i-ch'ao (1873-1929),% K'ang set the stage for a 'new generation;’ -,

o

_/ o

- e

) 2K’&ng'¥u~Wei was born of a distinguished scholar-official family '
in’ Canton and was thoroughly educated in the Chinese Classics; although =~
he” developed. Itis own radical interpretation of.thehfﬁs,seen*in'h§§ Confucius
as a Reformer -and the Ta-t'ung shu’ (Bobk of the Great Unity). He set: up-

his qun.academy in Canton and gathered around himself a ‘devoted group of |

. young scholars who were to be influeptial in the reform movement of 1898, ~
For a complete biography, plus g study of K'ang's writings, see Jung ‘Pang-To,
ed., K'ang Yu-wei: A Biography and Symposilm (Tucson: Univerasity of -0
Arizona Press, 1967). . . . . - e -

: ST o S PR .

‘ 3Thié was the basis for the 1898 Reform Movement led-by K'ang Yu-wei, -

+.These reformers were able to gain the gupport of the young Kuang-hsu -

Emperor and using Japan as a model, suggested sweeping reforms of-the

Chinese educational, political;fandfgove;nmentaiﬂsystems. However, the
‘Reform wéB'CUthhopt_by the Empress DowageiLg coup on

\

One Hundred Days of
September 21, 1898. . . . ... . R o o Coa
SR P R . Conl N S
_éfor details on Liang's-1ife éhdihisvrdle‘i3 a'changing China, see . =
the pioneer study by Joseph R.’ Levenson, Liang Ch'i-ch'ao and the Mind of -
"Modern'Chinau(Cambridgé;'MéSSI# “Harvard University Press, 1959): and the. ~ . »
two recent works, Chang Hao, Liagg Ch'i-ti'ao and Intellectual Transition -
in China, 1890-1907 (Cambridge, Mass, : c'Flarv&rd?-Univers1ty Press, 1971); -, -
and Philip C. Huang, Liang Ch'i-ch'ao_and Modern Chinese Liberalism (Seattle..
& London: . University of Washington Press, 1972). . - N

N .

v e o
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which aroused by Liang's writings, made a more. decisive break with China's
past. ThiS’younger generation would replace culturalism with a new

i . natibnalismeiklhey would not he content With preserving the empire in
: . B 1

.order - to preserve Co fucianism——traditional values would only be acceptable

if they strengthened -the nation.

v

The early’ reform measures had not only failed to rejuvenatevCh}na’
’ .

*but Ifad also falled to touch the lives of the major#ty of the Chine?e

I4

people.' The reform movements, which remained largely urbar and elitist
P . EN y
-int'o the Republican period, had left the peasants’ lives unchanged.

o L P

They had also. left‘Chfna's womeh illiterate, Secluded in their‘homes,
. .

~ _and almost totally‘unaware of the political upheavals occurring around

~

them Few of these women would break out of their traditional roles to
/ . ! -

]

e &. reexamine their place in a modernizing China and*an even more minute-
.. N C . - s o . -

o

number would actually become actively involved in the reform or revolu-
' = S ) 7o ~ *

tionary-movements. But, those rare'individuals who did join these move-
) i ‘
?Ents were *willing to share in all the dangeér and adventure ofrﬁfeir plotai

3

B
) i

X

and rebellions—-theirasex offered no- protection but often inteébified
.their,sacrifice. Their motivations were a blending of personal and

patriptic drives, which often made tbem appear foolish or foolhardy, but

v

their sincerity Was never questioned o o e

»
I3

All of these young Chinese women (SQme of them were:hardly'more than .

3 ! v f BN

girls) were - students and as* such Joined a special group in China. The
-» I

scholar had always held a special position in Confucian China as an)



4

'S

adviser to the emperor, a member of the government buréaucracy,'and often .

a4 the link between the local population and the central government. He. .

was respected fOr ‘his knowledge and formed the uppermost elite under the =

ruling dynasty. The student in late nineteenth century China added a .-
% ’

the upcoming government officialy the,young studént also acquired an

13 ’

advantage over the oldcr Confucian scholaré because of his modern Uestern
. ) . -

learning, which was now recognized as vital to Ghlna 8 survival and.

development1as a modern netiQn The ' retu ed student( who hhd studied‘

« . N t»ir

in Japan, America, or Europe gained'a ne prestige to wh1ch~a verv small

number of China's young girls began- to aspire as the )tarted tofhreakf
.-

down the tradltlonal male monopolv over.)ducation. ¥

Although the maJority of students saw their education only as th

o

"cult of youth” to this traditional respect for the scholar Aoéepted as .
il

1

Y

acknowledged entrance into .government service, there were a prowing number

who became ]o) disillusioned with the Hanchu goveraw~’t th=t they would

not. serve it. Ilowever, unlike earlier scholars who would have simply
0y (! v » “~ «
_withdrawn from official life to pursue their own private interests, this

.

new - generation of students was too involved in their nati\h s plight and

S0 unwilling to serve the government they.planned to change.it either‘

through reform or revolution. 1 . . ‘ A L
-

' Concerned over China s future,tthese young students were looking

-

’not/only at sohemes for- modernization but also studying China s political

negds: lAs China s positicn as an. independent nation appeared in jeopardy

4 ‘

in the face of increasing foreign encroachment the studénts no longer
l .

r "v‘ ' . ‘°.

‘regarded her in a cultural realm b\k as a political entity competiniPw§ih



other nations for survivaL. This new view of Chlna s relation to tha~

world Brought intl

'students in search

f new values to strengthen their nation. Jt also

i

brought 1nto question the rule of the Manchus as “the students wanted an

3
-

: o
effectlve government ruling with the consent and support of the people.
: f \ Ny -
This futrther led into the problem of 1ntegrating the people into the new

’

polltical scheme and the women students began to desire a new political

role for ‘themselves. However, a tendency to subordinate personal interests

‘to national needs kept this feminist demand below the - surface until after
2 Revolution Lookinp beyond the political-realm to questions‘of
- A

economic construction and social adjustmen §, Women students saw their
©z2rs leaving their secluded homes to share {{n the mammoth task of

\

»dernizing China.

<

The answers that individual students found to these basic quéstions’
reflected the1r ind1v1dual procliv1ties,-experiences, and interactions
with other groups. Student(activism often reflected their frustration at p

}
their inability to influence decisions in their schools and in their

()

nation, Concerned about politica] and societal prohlems 1n China: and’

"painfully aware of the gap between_thelr ideals and the actual conditions
‘the students often extended their youthful tendency to activism to counte-
: ’ ~

nance the extremes of assassination and rehellion. Thei;,desfze for a

A

meaningful role in the new society apd their awareness of thelr value to

“‘<¢ 1

that new. society led them to, assert their r{ght to influence government

Fl

decisions and to assume a 1eading rolé;in carrying out,those~decisionsl
- 4 C -
Moreover; their search fpr new ideas to answer personal ‘and national. needs

b

2 \ {"..

et .



hY

. flict with a traditional society which imposed family and social restric- -

NN A

coincided with a youthful open-mindedness towards new ideas and a tendency
to accept simplistic and quick answers;to complex questions.

‘These characteristics of Chinese students in°general were often

~ o . ! ) . - \
intensified by Dho persgnal problers faced by China's women stydents.

-

Added to their comcernAvith theif nation's plight was their personal con-' ..
PoiEn. P 2

4l

-“tions against their education, employhent, marriage, and personal relations®

~

with fellow Chinese. Often thelr own personal tragedle;/and pressures
. - . 4
incre&Sed their sense of the urgency of change to push them to the extremes

of revolution. "Identifying their personal gtowth withfthe,nation's salva-

tion several of" China's ouh women studénts set.out Oﬂ..d-a.n erous -
ES g b N .

P

".revolutionary careers. Their motives reflected basic patriotic and

. - ’ t u-‘k ) *

qa%minist aspirations and as such influenced both the 1911 Revolution and
®

the later feminist movements in Republican China. *

#L.‘: )
This paper will study'the‘ttadltional role of women in China in
order to evaluate the Changes taking'place~at,the>be§lnning of the ﬁwentletb

\, .

century., Tt will’then present((ﬁe revolutionary atmosphere of twentieth ,

[ -

century China to which these women responded with a view t? the lives of.

DYPEN

individual Women who found themselves caught up in this nationalist

B
‘e 4.

movement . ,Finally,\an attempt will be made to analyze the nationalist
_ . S ved , anatyee the n N _
and{feminist motivations of these young women and to evaluate the impact

their actions had on the total student nationalist movement and on the social

emancipation’ of China's women.

.



‘ , . CHAPT

- o THE TRADITIONA

/

"T3\be a woman means to submi
Y . . no remarriage _afte

""Women must cover their.faces
‘Boys and girls seven years o
Men and women have no sacial
maker and do not meet. un
been exchanged.
, 1a giving or recelving anyth
N - _the other's hand. ‘
" A man does not talk about 4f
woman does not tal% abou

. "A woman is to obey; and the:
A woman obeys, that is, obey

A woman serves her parent-in

she never should disobey

orders of parents and pa

If a man is very fond of his

her, she should be divor

v

The position of women in Conf
AN R 4

: e ¥
to the social clags to which they be

. 7 N .
" as wives of peasants or merchants’, a

as'wiveq of nobles and rulers. Slav
forced 'to,perform any kind of work 1

their own, wéré»more likely to be mi

" be married off at an early age or re

.

~r—

\

5Book of Rites IX: 24; IX:
X: 0123 IX: 24; XL1: 6;. X: 33 and
Bary, Wing-tsit~Chan, apd Chester Ta
IT "(New York: Columbia University p

\ \

ER TI : , N

A

L

L CHINESE- WOMAN " ) e

t. '
r the husband's death.

when they go out.
r older do not sit or eatstogether.~
relations except through a match-

til after marriage presents have

. ’ R ' —
ing, a man or woman should not touch

fairs inside [the household] and &
t affairs outside [the household.

husband 1s.the standard of the wife -
s. herwparents-in~law, '

~law as'she serves her own parents;
or be lazy in carrying out the
rents-in-law, “ .
wife, but his parents do not like
ced,> ‘ ' .

v

“
»

ucian China varied greatly according
iongedjqas slaves or laboring 'women,

2 k4 ‘ )
s wives of 8cﬂolars and officials, and

[Y . .

e girld, as in most countries, were

n the hoﬁqe ahd.having‘no‘rights of
' . ay S . .
streated by their owners. They could

<

main as servant or concubine to their

2

243 X: 125 X: S1; X: SI; XXVII: 20,

X: 12 as quoted in Wm, Theodore de
n, eds., Sources of Chinese Tradition,
ress, 1960), pp. 154-156.

I . W\

~



master, Laboring women, who for varlious reasons wore Forced to fork
; '

outside their home, for small wages at such menial taqkq as gathering wood,

\éarrying freight, or bartering handicrafts, suffered egonomic privation:
. § Y
but had greater freedom of mevement thag, women of wealthier classes who

LI .

were secluded:In their homes.6

) AR : A
Peasant women-also enjoyed grdater freedom of movement as their

everyday activities brought them out of their homes to share their
\‘

husbands' labors in the fields or to <ﬂ§ their own marketing and household

chores of washing, and cleaning in closer contact with their neighbors

However, their primary occupations—-spinninﬁ, weaving, tending silkworms

cooking, and caring for the children-—tied them closely to the home and
the extent of these labors left. them little time for relaxed social
\ 4 _/
interc0urse.‘ The wives of merchants also shared some of this freedom as
'

they helped their husbands in their businesses but their tasks were

. /
usually lighter- and their goal to assume the leisurely life of the upper

- . - R
.

class women. . . : y

It was the women of the scholar-gentry and noble classee who 1led

~—

the traditionally accepted 1ife within——secluded in their ‘homes where
¢ «
they generally occupled themselves with the management of a- 1arge family

'

‘t .v . v"‘

A 6In South China, especially in Kwangtung, Kwangsi, and Fukien, the

" women enjoyed more freedom and influence than in the rest ‘of the country.
Women there had always worked in.the fields and also sérved as coolies,
boatmen, and performed other manual tasks. Thése working womefi’never
accepted foot-binding and some even protested against the old marriage
practices. Olga Lang, Chinese Family and Society (New Haven: “Yale
University Press, 1946), p. 53. The relative social freedom enjoyed’ by
some of these women would later be held up as an example of what.wamen \;f)

could attain with economic independence. ,
- >’ N | »
. . , . _
\ o | o /

P
B
)



home and servants, wherc they perfected thelr necdleworl, calligraphy,
music and painting, and where they might occasionally entertain en
friends or relatives. They scarcely ever left the seclusion of the

women's apartments and if they did go out, it was in a carriage with

, e

curtains on 1t and sufficient precautions had to be taken to enstire the
' x
safety and propriety of the lady traveller.7 Thus, it was only in the

upper social classes that Chinese women actually led the lives portrayed
. " . . N . =~

as characteristic of China. However, it was this life, which was in fact
. -

known by only a small number of China' s women, which was accepted by the
Chinese&s the ideal, along with thevﬁxtended famify Altho‘ugh it could

never be practiced by the great majority of her ‘women, the moral and

gocial implications of this ideal affected all of China's women in vafying

.
’

" degrees.

A Chinese woman. of any class lived under certain ‘traditional

limitations which tended to relegate her to an inferior position in
society and make her dependent on. the males in her family. * She was

regarded as only a temporary member of her natal family and would be lost

e

to them upon her marriage when she beeame a member of hep husband s

family. As an individual she had no status but was recognized accordlng )
AN
to her‘husbanH's(rank in.his'family.f She weﬁ/cnt off from practically.all
z s 4

contact with other men and secluded from sd1 political, economic, and ¢ -

- ' - : ) ' ° ’ n >

7Descriptions of soc{al positions of women in China and their
relative freedoms from Albez} Richard O'Hara, The *Positions of Women .in
Early China (Washington, D C.: Catholic University of America Press, -
1945), p. 261, N\ : !

«



10
social activities;"Denie& an education, she was further aiscouraged from
developing any talenfxor ability beyond’tbose/useful to her husband's
family"iaav1ng'ﬁ? préperty rights\?og sk%ll with which to support her-

sélf, she wii/virtually depgﬁaent on men. This traditional economic and
H - N ‘

social poéition was fuithepISanctified.by Confucian precepts and books

‘
*

designated foiggheZteachiné of women.
'y Once when I was about five or six years old, I found a book
. - in my elder sister's room called Lieh-nu chuan (Lives of Virtuous
" Women), ‘I was too young - read, but I looked at the illustrations
which were full of beautiful women(in_ancient costumes. Something
terrible was happening to everyone 'of them. One-was cutting off
her hand with a knife, one was burning to dedth, one was floating
drowned in the water, one stabbing her throat with a pair of
scissors, one hanging herself in her bed~chamber, Such terrible
. .pictures! I did not understand them and asked iy sisters. They .
told me that the book was about models of female virtue and that
all young women were supposed to tead about them and emulate them,
I still did not understand. I asked my mother aQ? she explained
to me: that ig a widow--she is cutting off her Rand because a
Strange man has touched it; that is an imperial‘concubiné--the
Palace caught fire but since she was forbidden to walk out without
an escort she allowed herself to be burned to death in the flames,
and so on. But why? 1 demanded over and over agaip . , . My mother

tried to make mé see, but*l refused to be convinced’$8
) S, ‘

[

The Lieh-nu chﬁan was perhaps the most -famous book of instruction

for women and itg texts and 1}lustrations were_fréquently painted on

Chinese ornamental screens and on the walls. of rOOmS: JThis‘was also done
in tgé palgég 80 ghat emperoré mighﬁ remember the advantages of virtuou; N
women and thg.dangers’éf diSsolufe ones. And, for centuries it &as cus: ’
‘toméry to‘placq.the Lieh-nu chuép in the hands of all Chinese ladies wha - °

P

8Quoting Pa Chin{ Olga Lang, Pa“Chin and His WritingS'(Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1967), p. 16, - .
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could read for the examples bf .good or bad conduct it presented.‘9

In 1591 Lu Hsin-wu compiled thé’Kuei—fan (Within Baton Door

: Standards)l from a selection of these tales of virtuous WOmen The

of women. The first biographies were of virtuous maidensvwho followed
paths of filial piety, dariné,l; chastity,_incorruptibility, morality, and

literary accomplishment.‘ These Were followed by examples of proper con-

duct between husbands and wives, where they not ‘only lived in harmony but

'!

. where the wife accepted responsibility for correcting her - husband s faults

Y

There,were algo examples of wives with nﬂx\four virtues of chaste and,

upright behavior, agreeable speech, ability at the women' s occupations of
’

embroidery and handicrafts, arid a restrainegxyet exquisite carriage and,

appearance, : e 7 r
v / ' .

Other dictums for women's conduct included the Nu Chieh (Instruction

for Women) written by Pén Chao (50-112 A. D, ),1 Nu Lun Yu (Analects for

Women) written by Sung Jo Chao (785- 805) Nu Fan Chieh Lu (Short Records

v9The Lieh-nu chuan was written by Liu Hsiang (ca 80 7"B.'C. ) about
32 B, C. 0'Hara, Position of Women, p 9

£

loThe Kuei Fan is translated) n Florence Ayscough Chinese Women
Yesterday and Today (London: uJonat on Cape, Ltd., 1938), .

»

» _
Y 11Daring or lieh-nu referred to women who were chdste and brave,. -
williﬁg to die rather than yield themselves to dishonor :

12Pan Chao and'her'work wi;iﬁbé"discussed in detail below, pp. 30-

3, | S L B
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of Exemplary Women) by Wang Chieh Fu (970-1027), and Nei Hsun (Teaching

of the JInner Courts) written by Jen hsiao in 1404 All were written by

women to simplify and explain the doctrines of the Classics and to provide

Y
examples to be imitated by girls of their generations 13 These "Foun
rd B

Classics for Girls" weré used as textbooks for the education of girls for

wcenturies and all emphasizell the baslc virtues of obedience timidityy ¢

-
v

reticence, and adaptability. The three rules of obedience stated.that.‘
© . ‘ v - o . . -
an unmarried girl must. obey her father and elder brother; a married woman,
\ T

her husband; and«a widow, her son. Moreover a woman must practice filial

piety and humillty first in her own family and more importantly, upon her :

£

marriage into her husband's family. Separation of the sexes was to be

. _ ’ . .
strictly adhered to, with women t0'remain secluded in their own apaztments i
under the dictum, news from the outside shall not penetrate into the

household and news from within shal% not become known outside N L

Although the Book of Odes praised the union of husband and wife,

the obtdining of offspring was the prine goal. Their marriage was

4primarily a family affair and her relations with her parents-in—law took

LY

. i . . .
precedence over her relations with her husband. There was little interest

I3

_shown in the education of girls as-it was considered sufficient 1f they

- knew how to,please their hushand and in-laws, raise yoUng children, and

] ’ N .
perform the necessary-household tasks. They were not . expected to share

their husband's intellectual interests nor meddle with his activities

o A
¢

7

13Ida Belle Lewis The Education of Girls in China (New York

Columbia University Teachers College 1919), p. 7. S ‘. [ﬁ

U . ]
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outside the home (thlu was ntresscd capecially for the royal faml 1y wherd

e

court~intrigue by a wife's family could mean disaster fq; the emperor).
With this lack of common interests and mutual understanding, the problems .

| 1
of an arranged marriage were aggravated with husbands often looking beypﬁd A

L4

‘the.home for compatible»female comoaniopship. .
These books of conduct for Chinese women raise the controversial

‘question of woman's ihferidrit& in traditional China. "Many early /7

Christian missionaries pointed to female.infanticide, the selling of-female

children /fOOtbinding, and the impossibility of divorce or remarriage for

»

. women as conclusive evidence of woman's “inferior position in relation tQ

'k\

man. Following the same theme, modern feminist writers, stating that'

"{t seems to be a universal rule that when men have established themselves .

-

as rulers, they proceed at once to maPe laws and evolve doctrines to -

X

1imit-the freedom and power of women,' noint to the-Book of Proprie_z -

~ from Han China as the begianing of man s.planned predomi:;nce over
women. - Sophia Zen concludes that "the movementawas so subtle that even

such an educated woman as Pan,Chao deprecated woman's independence.”
}

Although during the ! ang dynasty several women actually usurped. power,
\ )
. this only led to further limitations on their freedom. Dictums of

absolute obedience of women to.men, contentedness in an igg%§ant and

limited home life, and utter self—abandonment in the service of tHe
E /l

husband 8 family were widely taught during the Sung dynasty when _women 's

17/‘ . o AR - //
G S S

1I‘SOphia H. Chen Zen, Symposium on Chinese Culture (Shanghai ‘éhina |
Institute of Pacific Relations,\l931), p. 282, :

—
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freedoms were further reduced.15 Chu Hsi's new orthodox philosophy

- Meaning was put into the Confucian ideals of womanhood. Chastity
and absolute loyalty to ome man was made the cardinal virtue of a
woman. Everything else must be subordinated to it.16

' Hoﬁéver, this is only vone part of the Picture of the life of
- Chinese women in Confucian China. China was certainly not the only

. ceuntry to differentiate between the position of men and women and cer-
. . - - N N N
.tainly not the only country. seemingly to place women‘fn an inferior place.
i T * : L . ‘ ‘
However, this does not necessarily mean that Chinese women were totally

without rights nor left without social protections. Olga Langlhas written

that the birth of a dgughtéf\ygs not the«joyfu} occasion of the birth of

»

s

a son. "Since girls worked less than boys and were lost gg the family

*

after marriage, they were a bad economie and emotional investment." The
empﬂgéls on producing a male heir was tied inté»;he needs of Confucian
ancestor-worship, which depended ori a male descendent -tg perform the

necessary sacrifices to provide for the needs of the departed ancestors
L . A ) ,

. «

and the présent needs of the family, 4 girl could not perform these

‘sacrifices as she was only a guest in her father's hoqse until her ' .

4

vasFor example, "under the Sung_remarriage‘practically ceased.

-

. Although prior to this time widowed or divorced women had commonly re-}
married and this occurrence was recorded without comment in,the early

”%histories, Sung writers began to condemn it, . Some women were still i
forced to remarry because of economic préssures but they faced social
. censure, /, - < E ] -

U
.- ’ L R

"zen, Chinese culture, p, 283. RN

7 g

—
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'marrlage and then must assume her responsibilities to her husband s clan

On the' question of female -infanticide, Albert Richard 0'Hara hast

'

written that the Chinese rarely abandoned their female children except 4in

. \ ,
the face of extreme econdmic'stress or becausé»of someASuperstitious
- 4
fear. "If it is necessary for a Chinese family to sacrifice one of its,
. R “

.
<

own members that the family may continue to exist, naturally the one {ess

valuable to itself will be abandoned." 8 Because fathers needed sons to
carry on the family name and'sacrifice to the ancestors, giriS'were the
’ : . ’ ’ ‘ @O

first to be abandongd’ofnsold. Howe@et, if these familv needs were ful-
filled, Chinese”fathers often showed a.special aftection for the{;»little
daughters. 19 These little daughters who became the favorites of their
schoiaf literati fathers were often taught bookq of poems and the Classics

with their brothers and’given a chance to cultivate the "four arts".of

~,

17

“cz

music, chess,'calligraphy, and painting. However, By the time a young />

Sy ’

17Lang, Chinese Family,'b, 46;, : o -

%80 Hara Position of WOmen, p 266, This

infanticide was  the result of extreme poverty rathey than aslight on
women as  such ig’ corroborate& by some contemporary writers whp further
’,write of little dauggters being much” petted by their\fathers, See
Mrs. Timpthy Richard, "The Christian.and Chinese Idé of Womanhood and
How our Mission Schools May Help to Develop the FormeX Idea," Chinese
Recorder and Missionary Journal, XXXI 2 (February, 1p00), pp. 55-56,

mment that, girl-

19,

There are numerous examples of this- special r¢lationship between - .

fathers and .daughters: chronicled. by 0' Hara, Position of Women, p. .266;

‘ Ayscough Chinese Women, PP- 6-11; ‘Sophia H. Chen Ze » The Chinese Woman
and Other Essays . (no. publisher given, 1932); and So#ﬁay ‘Tcheng, to be
. discussed in detail below, pp. 130-131, describes herself as a young
daughter spoilt, by b doting father. ‘ R

"
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girl turned fifteen Qr~si£teen, her time and attention turned to marriage -

¢

‘greparations and after marriage household duties took precedence over

these other abilities. The émphasis on the four virtues of moral excel-
. VR . :

Qiilence, refingh speech, gopd manners, énd bractical Qbility‘usually kept

* the inter?sts of a traditional Chinese“woman confined to. her home and

family.” . , . S e

[

Albert Richard O'Hara looked'beyoﬁd these‘specific charges of 2

i S-S

inferiority to study the principles of y#n and yangzl and their relation
: TR Cow IR

i

to the position of women in China. °
“Now I -have been unable to find any+data from Chinese sources
which would show that the Chinese ¢onsidered the Yin or female
principle as evil or inferior ip the\ sense in which we generally v
take -the word. ‘Inferior it is in ong sense but it is with the  ,~
connotation of inferiority that one finds in the less dominant
of two necessary, principles, namely the inferiority of receptive-

~ - ness as opposed to the superiority of activeness.. Ancient )

- Chinese philesophy taught that by the interaction of the, principles
of Yang and.Yin, everything in this visible worlqéwas produced and
this teaching postulates the nearly equal importance of ‘the

\’ .

L ]

€y . . 2
’ N . “ PRI

2OAs Sophia Zen points out, marriage was always the fiﬁéﬁfdegtfnj?

for a Chinese woman. 'To her, it is her one and only destiny§' her - o
: completion of life, and .her meaning of existence.! After mhzr;agé,2;§2' o
wife acquires the social status of her husband and her position dst raised
only by the birth of-a son. Sophia Zen concludes;vfIhé.stuntedfg?qgth"”

of Chinese womanhood may be said to owe its origin to the psychological
suggestion of society that'a virtuous woman should be obedient, quiet,
self-effacing, and ignorant, devoting herself only to the service of the
"family. There 18 no actual persecution or suppression of feminine ‘
activities. A woman under such.hypnotic suggestion really does feel that
only by striving after such an .ideal can she find her true self." Zen; ™
Chinese Culture, pp. 285-286. ‘ ' '

e principle of yin was represented by shade, darkness, moon,
water, weakness or 'yielding; depth, ‘and all things feminine; whereas yang
was represented by light, brightness, sun, strength, fortitude, and all -

* things masculine, o A o . o '

3 : ) - . ‘ . . S . e

o
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Y, |
" functions of "each Principle , ., | Yin;and Yahg; 1fke woman and. -

man, are necessary to each other; they.are antithetical and A
indispensableto each other, 22 '

their liberties and opportunities ip domestic, edonomic,'social, .

political

£

ing. In the home,. did they have equal rights.with other family members,

' how were they t;eated,‘were_they consulted in family deéisions,.and did

they allowed to playea role in the political and religious 1ife of the

pomhunity? For'exémple, although the céncubinevin China had no légal

)

status as such,*hér life provided Iore leisure than thaq“gnjoyed by the ™

farmer's wife, yet the farmer'svwife héd,greater(ﬁreéddﬁigf agsociation .

and more S¢eurity as a legal wife. - And, although a man(ﬁiﬁht divorce his

wife theoreticéily for any of seveh reasonsi he seidomlresdited to. divorce
. | ) . . . : . N : -

-y

6r-legql separation because ‘of tﬁe'complexifiesvdf ﬁhmiix\felationg;

'Social Practice did not always,conform strictly to the laws sét>down, and

of the peoplé involved. The Chinese family mirrored this facp most -

cleatly. = - N
“,‘ < '«'- . »

¥ . ) "‘. A o
'ZZO'Haré, Position of Womén, pp;‘159-160.

«

» and religious spheres réther thaé}on>fhei{_metaphysical stand- -

o
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For‘the'tradIQKOnal Chinese family marriage was not so much an
affair of the matured. children as §§'affair of tgf'parénts and
of the family, with its chief purpdse not so much the romanticw .~ °
happiness of ‘the marrying children but fulfilling the sacred
duty of prd&ﬁcing male heirs for the perpetuation of the ancestors'
lineage, tﬁa.agquiying of a daughter-in-law for the service and
. comfort of  the parents, -and the begetting of sons for the security
of the patents' old age. Marriage was not a crisis in which a
‘ family unit might be reduced and split by the departure of the
-married Son; rather, it was an event not only to expand the,
family but also to provide additional protection and security
. to the family unit. To fulfill‘ghis purpose marriage could mot
be allowed to transfer the centre' of affection, loyalty, and o
authority from the parents to the new cduple. Hence the traditiona
discouragement of open affection betwegj husband and wife, par- -
ticularly when they were newlywed. In every-way marriage and
its ensuing relationships remained subordinated to the welfare
and happiness of the parents and the continuity of the family
organization.?23 ‘ S ‘

. . T i S , : ‘
By the time a young girl reached puberty she was either betrothed
to a man shie would not gee until her marfiage or her parents were busy
consultingﬁwith-a go-between to Qrrange a Suitaﬁle marriage for hef.za
. B . : ) . ’

No matteriﬁhat her preéiohs interests might have beén, the young daughter
was now expetted to turn her attention to marriage preparations and *
,’ e e 25 N —— ST
. entrance into"a new family.”~ Her personal preferences in marrjage were

: 23CLFKL Yang,t Chinese-Communist Society: The Faﬁi;y and the
© Village (Cgmbridge, Mass.: ‘The M. I. T. Press, 1965), p. 23

24A gofbetﬁeen checked'therhéroscopes of children in the belief that

_ én‘old man-in the moon had.a book containing the names of all those: o
intended by Fate to marry and that he had .tied the feet of bride. and groom
with a red cord that could never be untied. ' If the horoscopes ‘were '
harmonious, the go-between was sgﬁt.Wifh an offer of marriage to the
girl's parents who signed a betrothal contract if they were satisfied.
The betrothal was a most important ceremony and was rarely broken. This
was ‘the usual proéedure'followéd.fpr-arranged'marriages'exceptvin very
poor families where a childbride might be ‘secured at a young age and be
raised by her fiahce's family until her marriage. O '
25, SRR o V. R o . : R
. - “The marridge of daughters could be used to gain favor with more
powerful families or to.secure the loyalty of a more prestigious family.

Lo

v
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. A .
rarely considered as the marriage was seen as a union®-of families in which
- . L e

. - .. - . 2
"the 1ndiuLdual bride and groom were f gsecondary importance. 6 gz?ryfhing

. ’ . ¢ . -
the parents’ role, an% the dependence of the young son on his fami}y td

support him and his new bride--tended to affirm the parents' predominancé,

ove: the young couple. Any open social life between young pgople of

opposite sexes was frowned upon and "romantic love" never-considered.
Marriage born of romantic love has  all the opposite effects of
an arrangsd marrjage. The-hdsbandéwife relationship is the
core overshadowing the role of the parents, and the intimacy
and affection in such a marriage would éeriously threaten the
dominance of parental affection, loyaltv, and "authority, 1if .
not replace it altogether,27

-

~

For the girl's family the emphasis was, on sécuffﬁg the most -advantageous

match possible, but the son's family was more interested in the rospective
p p

daughter-in-law's ability to fit into the'family. Because the mother-in-
law was primarily responsible for introducing the bride into the‘family,_

she played an important role in her son's marriage; whereas the father,
as the family member most interested in outgide matters looked after a.
daughger's betrothal. Marion J. Levy, The Family Revolution in Modern -

China (New York: Octagon Books, Inc.,‘1963);§p.‘126.! -

N EA ~~— .
2§Although Premarital heterosemyal relations were discouragdfi as
nmuch as ﬁossible, there were instanpes‘recorded of clandestine me tin%sc
between y¥ung glrls and .their lovers. The most common attachment lras
between cousingy as described'iq the Dream of the Red Chamber. Ho ever,
any premarital romantic attachments were broken uponAdiscovery and/ a
suitable marriage arranged without these rela%ions being taken info con-
sideration. . There were very few successful ‘revolts by frustrdted sons or
X ) . [ »
daughters as the family-$tructure was so strong, but the lack of partici-.
pation by yoyng people in their marriage decisions was one of the most
disnuptive,factqu’in Chinege family .1life, Levy, Family Revolution,
- pp. 88-89, - Y S g

i

27Yané, CHinese Communist Soclety, r. 24,

|



. was the role.played by his parents- in the marriage, *but also that marris

20

But, within. the Confucian family system every saéial relationship was

L]
4

built on the framework of filial piety and the son and his new bride must
. Occupy their correct places in the family échemE.
In her new home a éirl'é'most impoffanc function was not that of

>

Y wife but one of a daughter-in-law; for as her husband}és:"subot"dinate to

his fa;her, she muét pleaég_his parents. The task of integratinggthe‘
bride ;nto the new family uniﬁ fell not to the h;sband'but to the mother-
1n—1ay, who,'therefore, had/a greater intérest in the selection of khe
-bride and é;greafet impact on the yoﬁng woman's new 1ife,28 The bridé
was'definitely,plaqed in a7posiuion oflsubordination to Hér hother-in—law
who wa; expécted to~in§trﬁct her in her new réle. This éetup tended to
;educe tensions be#ween the youhé man and.his.wifég unless»he was forqeﬁ

. ~
to enter into a copflict between his wife and ﬁbther, but it\ﬁlso placed

the young bride in a most trying situatien. . She was placed iﬁ highly . .°
B v, \ .

o

'peréogaliéed contact with an blder woman who Had_ho close feef{g§§>towards

her and might}ev _vi.w her as a threat to:her relétionship with her‘aon.zg
Although her moth f\héq<giyen her‘général trainiﬁg in houeehold_duﬁies
2‘BYemg suggests that .the younger a soh:&as narried the more dominaj;_ |

"at an early age made it easier for the young bride to conform to the ways
~of the mother-in-law than 1if she wag married as a later, less pliable

~age, Ibid., p. 28, . e S .

”

29A mother built up her stafus in her husband's family by the birth
‘of sons-and viewed her uterine family as her security. With the death
‘of her husband, she would be dependent on her son for her support in her
old age and therefore, she tried to tie him closely to her. By stealing
his affection, the bride’could*jeopardiZe the mother's position and
security.. Although thisg rarely happened, it could be a- source of -concern.
See Margery Wolf, Women and the Family in Rural Taiwan (Stanford, Calif.:
Stanford University Press, 1972), p. 166. . L ’

,“



before her marriage, she could n‘t prepare her déughéer for the individual

%§§ﬁ’ idioéyncracies of the ney family The young woman was given no prepgration

kR .
v l‘ Y ’
wr
Xl
k't

for an almost céomplete break with her own family and was then placed in a

t;ggc new family as a member of very 1ow status. She had no one to stand by~

RS

2
her in caseé of ypfair t eatmenc as even her husband was expected to side

_with his_family even to the extremity of - repudiating his wife because of

£

.his mother s Qislike of her. Even under the best conditions it was a
. 'traumatic exper{ence and the complexities of an extended family living in

7 v

close proximity must have made the new bride 8§ role seem unbearable at
gtimes.  As Marion Levy Chara;terizéd the situation the mother-~ in law's
- treatment wag likely EO be unfeeling and domineeringJ and was quite fre-
f /
quently ‘harsh, &1ndictive, and unjust for her power whs well-nigh
‘ab901ute.30 It is little wonder that the” handbooks/of instruction for
women stressed hymility, obedience,.and self~contnol as, a daughter;in—law
was . €xpected to devote her life to satisfying the.cares and desires off-‘
others. . . _— !
“ ‘ | %pper and middle ClaSs Chinesc homes Imually compounds conta1n~
ing a number of separate households each withhtheir own qunrters and ser-

vants but sharing a common kitchen and common resources Each woman held

4
her Place in ‘the household hierarchyi;!'a within her own sphere of

. . e i : N\
| 30Marion Levy goes on to agk why a mother—in—law who had earlier \
a been a daughter—in-law hersgel f would be so hérsh with her sons' wives.

He suggests the necessity of training her daughter~in—1aw and the lack

of affectionate ties; -41so; the fact. that. bg er treatment of the newcomer
she-: accentuated the fact that gshe hgrself was no longer’an oufsider (this

would help explain the 8imilar actions of ‘s stérs—in—law) He also raises

7 the question of the bride seen g5 & threat fo her pogition by stealing her
‘ son '8 affection. ‘Levys Eéﬂily Revolution’_ppu 106~ llO and p., 123,

1

v 4 o . _ ‘ ‘ N . L
;{ - . - : ’ - //‘
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influence--the houschold, including household duties, the children and

Servants——~the principal wife had nearly as-much'autho ity as her Husband.31

Hovever, she seldom went out of the home, except for important family or

Teligious €xcursions, and knew Practically nothing of this, outside world. /

The Chinese family was generally represented by three generations--

the son and his wife with their young children, and his-parents while

Still living. They formed a single household with common economic assets.

~ I . c
i . L,
Expansion into a "big family" coulq only occur as wealth increasbd and
. \

' was therefore, characteristic of only a very small minority of big land-

EN

civil gervice €xaminations so0 they coyld acquire séhola;-gentry status

&itﬁ all its socia; and.ééonomic bene}its. Although the extended family
_Was ap imépéSIbility“for over eighty per cent of China's population,.i;

was accépted as the idea]l f;mily pattern for society aslé whole. How-

- .

ever, inheritanqe problems,’ economic factors, and a high mortallty rate
\ 32

'

. N . A. ,
frustrated .the degire of an average Chinese to live in a3 Joint family.
o ' . BN
‘Within the extended, or more comman
) ; o e h

’ . '

B ot l . \
J 3l H-\Van'Gulik,sSexual Life in Ancient China (Leideng E. J.

v

Brill, 1961), p. 106. , .

n
and more adults lived o bgcomeggraﬁaparents a d/great-grandparents,‘
economic factors intervened as the large number of Sors reaching maturity
put a greater strain on family resources and often led to the family unit

~being reduced to .a smalley size \again. Levy, Family Revolgtibn, p. 54,

—
-1
A

-~ v

small family, a woman's Status
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increasgd wLbﬁjagkpéﬁa §Réfbea¥ing of yhilafen. The initial monthsg after

-
Pt

. P ';.
RE o
A

*

her marriage iﬂtd éinéﬁﬁfémify were generally the most trying period ip

a woman's life, Only after the birth of a son did she enjoy a measure of
security as a-recsgnized member of the family and the mother of the next
gederétion of her husband's family clan. -With this great emphasis on
childbearing, the sooner pregnancy resulted from the ﬁatriage thehmore .
fortuﬁate it was deemed. Howeve¥, the rigors o% childbirgh and laéer care
not only-added more responsibilities for the ney m;thep_pug ofﬁen resulted
in fur;her conflictg witﬁ her motherfin-law. ghe rapiéity of pregnancies
led to frequent .deaths in childbirih and had a debiliéafing effect on the
women who survived, especially among the,loygr élas§es where there were

no servants or wetnurses to h%lp with the care of home and children,

Gentry wamen generally enjoyed better health éhd‘with.more servants and

= 4

prestige childbearing brought to the new mother with her new.family.

Out of this emphasis on providing a malé heir grew the practice |

/

of concubinagé,33 which proved to be one of the most_aisruptive elements
, i
in the family system. Despite the idyllic pictures portrayed by some
. ~ ’ Il . .

(1 : ~ ] ~
novels, Chinese wives and concubines did not usually share their husbands
N L ) ’

.

3‘3Concub:l.r1age also developed out of the desire for real companion-
ship or a love match denied by the arranged marriage which tied the wife
more closely to his family than to the young man himself. However, the
need for # male heir remained the single most common reason for the taking .
of concubfines. : . ' ' S '

11
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in harmony. Although there was no moral humiliation atteehed to either
the wife or concubine in a plural marriage, the concubine's oosition was
extremely precarious. She had neither‘the protection of a formal marriage
nor full membership in ner husband's family, Dependent on continuing male
favor to remain in the farily, she was further enslaved under the super-
«Vlsion of the legal wife who retained her position in the family and
claimed the concubine's chlldren as her own. Depending on her relation-
ship with the legal wife, which was seldom harmonious the concubine could&\
be forced to do the most unpleasant household chores and live in fear of
her mastér s decision t9~dismiss her. Only the concubine tied by a love
;relafionship to her husband—and living with him apa;t from his family
couid feel any security in her position. Homever, like the.extended

}s the average

: family, polygamy remeined‘the luxury of a rich minority

farmer could nardiy suoport one wife, yet alone a'eedbnd.‘
For'the legei wife, her stgtus in the family increased with age, ‘ L

ESpecially after the death of her husband when the family authority passed

to her son. This new position of recognized authority had led the wife

to e;riier tie her son to her through affection and the bounds of filial

'piety As the widowed lao-nien, she was finally able to assume a position

4
of some importance in the family hierarchy and

ome dowagers were able
to wield important power in family'decisions. However, no matter how
much he might defer to the wishes of his mother, the son himself still

held the t9cognized power after his father's death.34 \\
O - w’ N

34There are some conflicting opinions -over this question of domina—
tio? of sons by their widowed mothers, based on their predominant role in

\\
N
SN
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Although the Chinese woman ‘might assume 4n important role in the
home aand mighteven influence her son or husband in decision- making, she
was definitely placed in an inferior position in her divorce and property
rights, In regard to separation and divorce, she had practically no

rights, and if she was divorced and returned t6 her family, her children

remained as part of their father's clan. There were seven’ legally atcepted

reasons why a husband might repudiate hiz wife: (1) disobedience to the

husband,s parents; (2) failure to bear children; 63) adultery;

(4)_ jealousy; (5) 1loathsome disease; (6) garrulousness; and (7) theft.,
. , _ ¢ v
In the early centuries dlvorce was not considered S0 great a disgrace and
. a ¥

divorced wives and even w1dows remarried. However, with the acceptance

-

of stricter Confucian moral standards in the twelfth century, divorced
women were forever disgraced and widows not, to remarry 3

Since the traditional marriage cemented a wife not only to her
husband but also to the husband's parents and family, morally
the death of “the husband did not dissolve the bond of marriage
or change the widow's status and obligations as a daught@r—in—
law. 36

”

e

There were three situations In’ which a husband pould not repudiate his

‘wife' (1) 1if she had mourned his parents for three years (2) if the

5

LR

" the early education and training of their children. Marion J. Levy,

Family Revolution, pN\ 131, supports the view of certain domination by
mothers while Olga Linp, Chinese Family, p. 52, refutes it. However,
the domination, or the bellef in 1its existence was common enough‘to

become a theme' in Chinese fiction. , :

35Van Gulik, fexual Life, p. 108,

-

- ”
36Yang, ggineSe Communist Society, p. 47.
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family had become wealthy since she joined it: and (3) if she had no

« family to receive her back . There were ng legal grounds upon which a

.

woman could obtain a divorce ad an unfortunate marriage or disreputable

4

husband were accepted as her fate.” Moreover, the emotional ties to her
children and her lack of any property rights or the ability to provide
herself with a livelihood largely precluded any attempt by the wife: to
strike out on her own. And, the social taboos against divorced women made

vy

remarriage practically impossible. *
' However, because the husband could more easily divorce his wife

does not mean that he did so very often. The restrictfions on his rights
to divorce were overshadowed by the social ties between families united

by his marriage in keeping him married to histwife. Unable to dissolve
r

hie marriage without causing family shame, the dissatisfied husband usually

: \
found another eolution-—taking a concubine or setting up another reeidence.

Similarly, - a widow was prevented from_remarrying'becaUSe of pablic’

opinion. After her husband's death . she remained with his family 1f they

could support her; and if she did remarry, her deceased husband's family

usual}y wanted payment for heg freedom. The moral code of chastity for

D

"women, requ1ring a woman to be married 0only oRe man during her life_

\r

time, further reduced any chanceq of remarriage Therefor}

. of widows was usually only practiceda,among the poorer

, the remarriage
asses where
economic necessities eometimes overruled social coldes.

| - A widow was dependent on thé devotion of her chilesn to provide .

for her in her old age, and thus, Jealously guarded their affegtions " She

had no control over family pererty and little over her -oWn personal

\ N .

-,
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posséssions. HOWEVer, when property Qas divided among the sons, fhe
widow appears to have had a claim to a sumléquai\to her funeral’expgnseé
Aand in practice she was geldom depri;edjéf the right to live in, the

‘family home as long as she lived. Even concubines who had no legal claim

. ‘ - 3
3n the estate were often cared for out of respect for the sfather.

. v

Legally the Chinese wife had ho property rights, howeyer. She could not

- )

Inherit as long as a single male of the family was alive and property
brdught by the wife at the tiﬁé of marriage generally remgined in the

possession of the husband, even in the case of -divorce. Also, any

eannings from spinning; weaving,.qewing, or embroidery were controlled by
'y . . ) :

the husband or father. Egonomic dependency on men was virtually complete

‘ L n ) '
for Chinese women. ‘ ’ . ; s

H

One of the few avenues of escape accepted by:Chinese women was the
resort to suicide. Although suicide in China remained relatively rare,-

. A ’
the greatest pumber df'sujcide victims were women between the ages of
/ J—

fifteen and thngV five—-the stress years when a young wife has under the

pressures of a hew famlly gltuatlon, the dominatlon of®a mother-in- ~-law,
. N
and the physical 3bd menta] problems of childbearlno “As Marion Levy haq_

pointed out by 130king at, the unusuallv hi?h percentage of unsucceqqful

suicide attempts 'in China this was more often a protest par excellance

against existing conditions rather than a death qish Within such a rigid
social structure, the YOung wife's means Of "striking back" were limited

to the extremes of suicide which inVited,SOCial censure or'faﬁi}y

( N i [
. . .
R

—

370'Haré7 Position of Women, p. 267,

Gk i ¢
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intervention to ease the pressuyre.

Although several ancient writers decried the low po\si_tion of women
in China, 'the majority of women tended to accept their status with vary- -
ing degrees of resignation. ‘There were few examples of rebellion in
treditional China as the social and ecop?mic pressures were 80 great.
However, in all clasSes of society, there were a few girls uho refused to-
marry. Some of these gir¥s turned to the. Buddhist nunneries as avenues

of escape. Public opinipﬂ/ primarily Confucian and, male, regarded these
nuns and nunneries with disfavor, portraying these giris as ‘motivated ﬂy‘
ideas>of prosritution rather than religious devotion, Although some
nunneries did have this character, Confucian writers had a strong dislike
ior Buddhism coupled ‘with a prejudice against any woman who removed her-

..
self from the accepted family situation of . marriage and bearing children.

Therefore, their comments on Buddhist nunneries in general are ‘suspect. {
L3

For China's women Buddhism became a. religious xgiupe with its ideals of

[4
universal love and compassion personified by the goddess Kuan-yin and
'
many girls saw the nunnery as a haven from a forced marriage or life‘with

a cyuel husband or mother-in-law,

Another group of girls in the nineteenth century who- attempted to
-

B2 -‘,‘

escape the Craditional family system were workers in the silk industry of

, Shun—te district, Kwangtung province. They organized a movement called’

pa 1o chia ("Girls Who Do Not Go To The Family") Refusing tovlive with

.
[ .

38

Levy, Famiiy Revoiution,ep. 117. | |
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their husbands after mafriage, the§ remained virgins and went to so-called

‘

"Girls' Homes where they stayed with others with the same ideas. Later
it was reported that several other female farm laborers and wage- earners
in Kwangtung had Joined the movement until {t had become so w1despread

that the authorities were forced to establish special homes for these

-

unattached women who had lost &11 contact with their fathers',families

and having also severed contact with their hu3bands' families, became help4
39

*\.

One other group of women who remained outside the mainstream of

less in their old age. This movement was still aliVe in the 1930's

Chinese society were the courtesans, but in their particular case, their
/ _
" most ardent wish was to enter a traditional family situation The institu—

tion of courtesans developed from the practice of Chou dynasty princes

keeping their own- troupes of female efitertainers into the setting up of .

comfiercial brothels of professional entertainers. ‘These courtesans played

primarilyfa social role rather than a sexual one, in a soclety where

-

women were ordinarily kept completely segregatod The brothels provided

AN

a meeting place for officials literati; artists,‘andvmerchants who*
conducted their social and business relations largely oulside the homei

Courtesans adept at all the social artg provided congenial company for

3

upper class men who seldom had anything in common with their wives and
often little affection for them, Poems and novels attest to thé love

matches springing frOm these relations and for the courtesans the hope was

always to marry a rich patron to become his wife or concubine and thus
\ ‘

39Lang, Chinese”Family, pp.;l08—109,

‘ﬂ './‘ e N
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provide herself with seeurity for her old age-

Within traditional Chinese éociety there Qere few opportupities
for women, to excel in anything beyond ehe houSéHBld arts; but a fey women
did succeed in’pursui.ng a higher edq_catioln "and gai‘nea prociency 1n

.painting, celligraphy, of music. These womeﬁ were immortglized,in

"biographies of v1rtuou5»women 3 perhape non€ so highly praised as.
y .

Pan Chao. Under the early dynasties there apPear to.have been many Highiy

educated women but Pan Chao's Nu Chieh (PrecePts for Women) and her work

on the Han Shu (HEStory of Han) brought her the greatést d%stinction.
"Pan Chao was born (ca.:AS—Sl A: D.) into a fémily well-known for

its learning‘aﬁd high moral qualities.41 Her father had held various

gqvernment'pests‘ﬁut retirea-to éompile‘the historical material for the

ﬁan Shu, a history of the Han dynasty. Her b¥otherg ean Ku’'and Pan Ch'ao

were twins botn‘ih 32°A. D. Pan k; had phbsen,the'life of an histOrian

while his‘brother distinguished'himself ag & Military df%icer in Central

3

Asia——subduing tribes, guarding frontiers, and Profecting highways of trade

for thirty-one years.ag At the age(of foyrteéen Pan Chao Wés married to

t
) P

40For examples, see Dymphna Cusack, Chinese Women S eak (Gydney
Angus & Robertson, Ltd., 1958).- . A C

41Swann, Nancy Lee, - Pan Chao: Fofemosf Woman Scholar of China
(New York: Russell and Russell, 1968) for the moSt authoritativesbiography
of Pan‘Chao.e‘ ‘ - o v o .

4
. . » - Q )
In 100 A. D. he presented a memorial, Seconded by Pan Chao, to
. retire because of age and illness and in 102 A. D, he returned to the
- capital where he soon'died. Ayscough, Chinese WOmen Pp- 235-236.

42

tt}‘ ‘ - e ‘ , -
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Ts'ao Shih-shu of Eu-feng in Shensi,vbut he died youné leaving her with
a son and daughters. Her next few years are uncertain.as no records.have
been preserved-es to whether sheiremained with the Ts'ao family or went
bto live with }aanu, who was at this time a ngted scholar and}cburt

histdo¥ian until he was implicated in a military plot and died in prison

in 92 A. D.
Pan Chao had accompanied her son to a post in Chen-liu but was later
-recalled by the enperor to complete the history begun by her father and

brother. As further evidence of her scholarljaability, it was decreed
7 : s
that she ghould enter the ladies' apartments at court to become the teacher

of the foung Empress,Teng and the other court women. Thus, at approximately

fifty yearé of age, she became known as Ts'ao Ta Ku, or ”Aunt Ts'ao", a
term of great respect. With the death of the. empetror in 105 A..D. and the

subsequent regencies of Empress Teng, Pan Chao's influence at court Jin-
creased. 'Little of her writing remains, but her respect'for Confucian

,’ »
social codes and her interest in providing a proper education for Chinese.

women are clear from her%Nu Chieh, composed of an autobiographical intro-

s

duction and seven )hapters dealing with the. Jproper conduct of women.

.

In all relations,_a woman’was to be humble and>hdaptable,-to think.
,first of other people, and to concentrate on domestic affairq and obla—.

tions to dead forefathers. The relations between hUSband and wife were
’ v
to reflect the fusion of yin and yarg; and as both’sonq and daughters were

L

to be taught the rules of proper conduct, gir]q should be educated as well
as boys,» "To" teach sons and not to teach daughters, is thlq not to be

rd

- S . a . ‘ .



“be resoiute and women pliable; pien Strong and women flexible. "The way
: - /
of respec{_and yield;ng is‘the,first‘principle of'wifehood."44 Therefore,

the wife mugt be moderate, content, gentle, ang forbearing in her rela-
. A ‘

respect andvfeelings. "Hence rule of rightness of husband‘agd wife
results from harménious intimacy; mutﬁal adoration perfectsg the uni(;n."45
A woman was tq possesé four édalities:r (i) moral excellerce and
chastit& rathér thaﬁ brilliant intelligence:~(2) céreful Speech with no

. .
- evil words OT JLchy chgiter; (3) cleanliness ip apbearance rather than

‘h sbéx’1d ‘ soluble; ;whereas ua‘bu‘sb‘and’i might tal%e a second wife, a
wémaﬁucoul{ T make alsecond marr;age. And, in dea]ing;t%ith her hus—_
band, ﬂ‘woﬁ; ;t be calm and qelf~éontfoll¢d and notvengage in passion
or lustful‘_‘ ;lacy. 4In précept sik, a woman &asxtaughtftoxbe obedient
to the wishe: =Qf her fétﬁer 2d mother~iﬁ—law fér ”evgn if é.husband.says

he loves hisiﬁife deeply,'while father—in—law and*mdthe%~in—law'they do
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s . . 1!4(
not like her, hushand and wife must part.""’ To galn their hearts, oK

. daughter-in-1aw myst be obedient showing no opposition, no discussion, ne (:;\
. . :

struggle. Moreover, a young woman must promote harmonious ‘relatjons with
her husband's youn&sg\?rothers and sisters.by being modest and yie]ding
in her relations with them. Pan (hao 5 seven precepts thus set the tone

for a Chinese woman's life——obed ence, chastitv, modesty, flexibi]ity, .

and forbearance in al}l relations,) plus an education centred Q@ her needs

as a future daughter-in-law and Wi

Although Pan Chao was herself educated, she did not see the need

) LY

for a purely literary ediication as nrdvided for bovs. ‘Girls' education

was directed towards their proper cofduct within the home. However,-in

~

the Sung period, more women began to acquire some literary knowdedge.
Daughters of middle class families often learned to read and write in «
addition to learning their traditlonal skills and there were more exam-

. ples recorded of women versed in literature and poetry and famed for their
calligraphy and painting. Some wives of scholar—ofricials began to’take'

a more active intereet in the literary and artistic irtivities of their
:husbands as‘portraved in the ideal ﬁarriage of Li Ch'ing-chao.

Howeverg there were other women who were more likely to become the

heroines for China's young ladies of the late nineteenth centﬁrv._ These,

were China's female warriors, the most famous of whom was Hua Mulan,

L2

46Ibid., p. 246. . , ‘ '%f?¢

A

47See Van Gulik, Sexual Life, p: 239 for iﬁférmation on this,

marriage.
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She was an only child born to a family living in North China, probablv in

the sixth centﬁry.A. D.[’8 Her father cherished his young daughper until

the call to arms showed his need for a son. As her father was too old to

A

- R : [

go. into battle himself, Mulan insisted on taking his place. Dressing

- 3 —— . ) [9
_herself in her father's uniform and fastening on her fathergs arms.

Mulan left to join the emperor's army in which she served for twelve- vears.

At the front she led many battles, but her chastity was preserved as she

‘maintained the secret of. her ‘identity. When the enemy waé~finally driven

- e ’ : . .50
away, .she turned down further militarv henors to-return to her father.
4 \ : 5
‘ e ' :
Mulan was a heroine in a truly traditional sense as her military exploits
: CT . 8. )
"were not inspired by.patriotism for her country but by filial piety for
' o]
her father and her story wvas well known to China's women. However, her
strength of character and darinﬁ could also serve as 4% inspiration to
. . i i
many ydung girls contemplating leaving the seclusion of their homes to_

M}‘

join in the struggle to reform(Chlna

Although by far the most famous Oifl warrior, Mulan was not the

. '
only one recorded in-Chinese historvy. 1In 590 A. D. a widow in the

- ”~
[

48Avscough suggests she lived under the Wei dvnastv (386 557 A. D.).
Ayscough Chinesd Women, p. 216, Some plavs give her a young bhrother but
this does not clffinge the basic story as he-was still an infant unable to
derve. ' ' ’

1%, N

& : .

qucough Chinese WOmen, p+ 218, refers to an 1nteresting sec—
tion in a Mulan p]ay found in the Ssu Shenpg Yuan (Four Cries of the Gibbon)
where Mulan must also unbind her feet to go to war and is faced with the
fear that he will tkas become unmarriageable ;

B 5OSee Appendik I for example of’a Mulan‘play.

- &
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Hsi clan organized a force to cooperate with an 1mper1a1 army in regain-
ing a city held by aboriginal uribeq Although no longer yuung-—ﬁer
grandson commanded the troops-fshe accompanied the men dressgdvas a
soldier. ﬁor her servicu she was posthum?usly ennqbled as the "Ladv of
Ch'iaoAState."Sl | .

Not all of China's female wqrr{ore supported the rullhg dynasty,

x

};owever In the revolutionary years, many Ydung giris would turn against
‘the Ch'ing rglers and plan assassinatlons manufacture bpmbS, and plan
mllitary uprlsings Theye were woﬁen in the T'uhg;mang—hui drmies who
fought to overthrow the dynastyg- Also within the traditional suciety,
there were.examples of women, usually of peasant origin, who joined
seécret societies; Usually forced by adverse’ economic couditions to join

bandit groups, these pPaSants both men and women, often returned to

their fields and homes when thedir demands were met or the economic pres-

" sure lésfgged. However, there' vwere a few women who became notorious

Y
bandit leaders of large groupq of men and usually ended thegp'davs on the
L\i’
execution grounds.

An amazon named Li Tgat Mooy is making things lively in

,". Ho Chi Chase, of the Hing Yuen district of Kwang Si. She is
about forty years ‘of age and ‘1s now the head of some hundreds
“of robbers. and hullies. Her daring exploits are -exciting the
envy of her male rivals, and, dressed 1in a short jacket and

red silk sash, with her head bound up in a green silk mantle,

one can imagine the impression she creates amongst her followere
i When she gets bestride her horse w{/g her rifle in her: hand and
E§ eyes shooting defiance. . A

Sl Formerly a fierce amazon named .Can Moon Mooy terrorized-the

Ay

: ~ o . N )

51Ay_,sc0ugh,vChinese Women, ‘pp. 222-223,

s . . .
: i
g . 1=KCf\\\‘ : L
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Moo Luen district of Chum Chau‘but she wak captured and be-

headed by Cheong Dan Ming, the then prefect of Chum Chau.

She did not fear deéfh, a&d when about to he executed occupied

the last moments of her 1ife in singing a song.??

- Many secret’ societi#% allowed women to become members, and although

-

r ' .
thev didn't uspally attain very high office, they were accepted with a

greater degree of equality than was exnerienced in regular society.

¢
3

Women were particularly active in the south, where thev served as sples
: X i .
and lookouts. Moreover, wived and mothers who were not actually meéﬁprs

of the societies Epemselves, protected the members and were tied to the™
' J

i

societies by loyalty to their menfolk. Some women also formed their own

1

\r >3 There”

all-female associations, such as the "Green and Bhue Lanterns".

v

were alkso female mutual aid societies to help widows and these various
groups provided a meager background for women's involvement in military

affairs--an involvement seen in the 1911 Revolution when they formed

¢ ygv
their own military brigades on a. small scale.
: A , ot
Hovever, these "rebels" were verw small in number and never reflected

*

4 -

the feelings and attitudes of the great majority of China's women. These

women continued to accept the strict familv organization based on parental
Y ’ ’

control of married sons and -a family‘hierarchy,structured accordihg to

A c '

N

52Soixth China Morning Post, Saturday, November 21, 1903, p. 5,

' .

53Jean Chesneaux, Secret Societies in China. Trangiated by Gillian
Nettle. (London: Heinemann Educational Books, 1971), p. 122 mentions
special units of young,girls, twelve to elighteen years old, in the Red and
Blue Lanterns who operated within the Boxer movement. They were Yed by
a woman, Huang-lian Sheng-mu (the "Sacred Mother of the Yellew Lotus")
who claimed to possess. great magical powers. C
8 s o

P
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age and sex. In the past it had fostered a stable famil§ and undoubtedlv’
contributed. to the long stability of the traditional culture. Howeﬁer,

it had also put tremendous ressure on China's women and outh; and by
p : J

the late nineteenth century, these individuals hegan to question their
- -

status as they questioned the whole range of Chinese values through their

new contacts with the West.



'-f;\f\ | CHAPTER 11T

BETTERING CHINA'S HOMEN

'No reforms', says an enlightened Chinese writer, 'would be

co te without the education of women and no nation can ’
boast éf superior civilization while one-half of its members

are in'deep ignorance and benighted superstition. The

destiny of a nation is inextricably involved in the condition

of. the women,'54 .

-Not all of China's traditional writers had accepted the role' given
to her women.* One of the foremost cfitics,was Li Ju—chen>(b. 1763), an
.bnorthodo% Confucian scholar, who efter cutting himself off from official
positions by his criticisms of the eight-legged essay style, turned to
the study of phonetics and +the writing of a novel--the least respeétable

-

form of Chinese literature. Iiis novel, Ching:hua yuan (The Flowers in

the LMirror),55 took ten years to write, first appearing in print in 1828.

Containing one hundred chapters arranged in four groups, Ching-hua yuan

-

dealt with one hundred flower spirits reincarnated as women and with the

travels of-a Taqist'scholar T'ang Ao, searching for these spirits. Using
these mediums, L1 criticized his. Gnciety, especially the position of |
women and the examination system. In his "Country of WOmen , Li reversed
male and female roles and showed a man's reaction gg:having hds feet

\
g

" ' L 4
N

Shn 'The Position of éhinese Women", North Chlna Herald and Supreme
Court and Consular Gazette No. 2084 (July 19, 1907), p. 117.

R

L1 Ju“chen, Flowers in the Mirror. Translated by Lin Tai-yi. /
fl (London:  Peter Owen Limited, 1965). . .

38
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56 ‘ .
bound and to the taking of male concubines. He praised the abilities.
5f women when'given equal opportunities to education, as portrayed by
[ of

thelir st@nding in the examination svstem organized by Empress Wu in the

Ching—hué yuan. Although 131 sti1] accepted most of the Confucian social

‘code,_inclgging,ar;anged marriages, he was a radical in the context bf

his times as he criticized Practices in China as not living up tolConfucian

standards. Li saw the relegation of Chinese women to inferior -positions

' as'being unjust and illogical, but 1ike the few other writers who attacked
" the customs of foothinding and arranged -marriages, he remained outside the
~ o . : ' C

-

X e
. mainstream of Chinese writing and few Wen or women were even aware of hig

(]

thoughts. .
In the 1850's the Taibihgs;had included equality between men - and

women as part of their revolutionary program for China.
Women, 1like men, now could take the sgtate examinations, and

could hold civil or military offices; there were special -.
female.congingents in the Taiping armv. Foot binding, so P
common among the higher classes since .the twelfth century,

was striétly forbidden, asg was prostitutioh; white slavery

- and rape were punished by death, Monogamy was obligatory; _
women and ;girls who did not have the protection .of male- Q>ii§\
famf?y members were particularly taken care of. ‘Women were
required to marry, and mgtriage was to rest not ‘on a financial
arrangement between fam 1es, as 1in the past, but on love

between the two partneps; even so, it sometimes Happengd that
couples were married ggainst their will, by officials; a ~
Western church-marria ceremony was introduced.57. =

-

-‘ééNancy J. F. Evans} "€bcial C;;ticism In the Ch'ing", Papers on

China, XXIIT (July,-1970), PP. 55-56. C v

57Fran; Schurmann and Orville Schéll, The China Reader: Imperial
China (New York: Vintage Books, 1967), pp. 186-187, o

&
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lowever, Taiping inleence was liq}céd and their Heavenly\Kingdom short-
_11véd. Lt ' : T

However, with the sturge of‘the reform movement iﬁ‘tﬁe 1890's,
several young Chinese writers begah'to study the position of women. To
men like Liang Ch'i-ch'ao, the Chinese woman had to sé edugated in order
to beépmg a loyal citizen dédicated to Working towargé her n%tion's>1n_

_dependence and growth. Therefore; her education and social emancipation

[§)

took on a new importance as part -of the total reforp of Chinese society.
As.a few women themselves became aware of the new movement and linked

their desire for personal freedom with the needs of the nation, a powerful

-

new sdéial'force was born. In some ways these early ''social revolution-
artes" were more radical than'their political countérparts as they often

. . { . R
"faced more formidable familial -and Social barriers to their new role in

a newahina.~ Men and women began to write and talk about the need for
<J : :

physical education, a proper modern-SChgglzgducatioh, and an opporéunity
"for women to escapé the stifling seclusion of their homes. vAlthbughfdis-.v

agreeing on some of the détails, all of the reformers tended to regard

education as the panacea for all of China's illsg,
In trad’tional.China it had been‘widely_écceptedﬁtha; intellectual-

trainintg‘was not an essential, of)even desirablq, part of a woman's educa~ -
tion. The gréat emphasis was on moral training. and the development of

the feminine virtues‘of‘obedieﬁce, ménners,{cohversatibn,~and handiwork.

‘e

. N N \ '.
There were some girls from wealthy families who were able to gef a rudi-

mentary'claséical education through priVate teachers or private schools

set up for their brothers, but,they were the exception and ‘their classical

[l

L]

. . -
. i
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educational training was only a minor con31deration in their preparation
for marriage. This traditional emphasis on training for the home and the

roles of wife and mother was op{glleled by early missionary attitudes.

° MISSIONARY EDUCATIDN

The great aim of the girls' schools in China is rightly, to
furnish such training as shall orepare their students to be.

] - worthy wives and mothers, and the large majority of those who
attend the schools find their highest.subsequent usefulness
in the home.38 ,

. Miss Aldersey's school for girls, opened in Ningoo in 1344 es~the
first mission school on the mainland, began a century of mission.efforts
to eduoate China‘s young women, culminating'infthe establishment of
women's colleges under the Republic.59 Early attémpts from 1827 to 1834
had been made to set up overseas‘schools for Chinese girls in settlements

/ outside Chlna Following an appeal by Dr. Robert Morrieon,60 Maria Nevell

and Mrs. Dyer salled on the same boat to thep0$%ent to open schools in.

Malacca and Penang respectively.élv A Miss Grant ‘had already Opened'a‘.’
\ . ) o g " - ‘ , s

. 58Margaret E. Burton, Notable Women of Modern China (New York:
Fleming HV Revell Company, 1912), p. 8 :

+

.

4," .
' 59For a listing of the founding of girls mission schools i““China,
. see Appendix II 2 . . ,
| 600 o S °
. Robert Morrison had come to China formally as an "interpreter

« for the East India Company and had remained in Canton for twenty-seven

" years (1807-1834) as a self-supporting missionary. As such he was the
ploneer missionary to. China. :He was also instrumental in setting up the
Anglo—Chinese College in Malacca : : S

o 6’anry Raleigh Anderson, Protestant Mission Schools for Gir
South ﬂuna (Mobile, Alabama: Heiter—Starke Printing Co., 1943),”p 7 y

UL ) ce . 1
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school fqr Chinese girls in Singapore in 1825, and in 1834 a group of

o

English women started the "'Society for Promoting Female Education in the
62 " | '

East." The importandé\of these early schools for overseas Chinese girls'

. was through their influence on the thfnking of Chinese relatlves in .

Kwangtung who had remained in close contact with the emigrants in South—

east Asia and through this medium became acquainted with the idea of

-y

" educating girls. ‘ ’ o
In 1835, a Protestant mission school for.girls was founded in Macao

by Dr. Gutzlaff andbhis wife. They enrolled twelVe girls and. two boys‘on -

September 30, 1835, but the school was forced to clof within a few years
-

due to financial difficulties and war between China and the Western powers.

\

Mrs. Henrietta Hall Shuck'had establighed another ‘school in Macao in'1836
to teach Chinese children, and she found ‘her school to be 80 pooular that

she had more applicants than shé could handle. 'Howevefﬁ she found it

i

difficult to secure girls for‘her classes. ' v R Ty

‘I should much prefer taking girls exclusively, but so great

is the opposition of Chinese paFents to having thelr female:
children educated, that I find that I must take boys in order

to get girls. When I first mentioned to. the Chinese here that

1 intended to open a school;. they brought boys in numbers, but

not one girl. At last, T refused to take anymore, unless for

every boy they would bring a girl N, L .63 SR o

- A

After 1842, educational work in the’ treaty ports and in
‘ .

Cemy

L S

Tang C;:ndon Yiu, w men's Tducation in China" s Chinese National
Association for the‘Advancemgnt of Education, Bulletins on' Chinese -

- Education - 1923 (Ghanghai e Commerciad Press, Limited, 1925), pP. '3.

§

, 63Anderson, Protestant M{sslon Qchools, p. 62) ‘

3
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provisions. However, the work was greatly hamper
h?rent education policy‘from the mission boérds,
b§ the difficultieg encountered inp attracting sty
‘Until almost the end of the century; migsi
to obtain studentsg.. Pupils were not required to

a further inducement, they were often supplied wi

clothing as well. The first girls to attend'miss

feeling that gfrig were ‘not worth eduééting combi
fo}eigners'to keep enrollments down. ~AS one Auth

female students,

lngych were the pioneer school girls of China;

poorest of the poor, whose parents had to. be

43
schools, boarding schools,
in. China undef\treaty
ed by the lack of a co-
by the iack of funds, and
dentsJ |
on schoéis found it hard

pay tuition fees, and as

red with a fear of

or described the early

the children of the
bribed to~Send ther

by promises of fooq and clothing; the hemeless foundlings wion

. BO one but the misstonaries vanted: and desp
'girls,65 . : S .

-~ ’

; 64MrS'.'Legge established what wag probably
school for girls in Nong Kong when she settled th
band, James Legge, principal of the Anglo<Chinese
" details on the school and o6n the life of James Le
‘James Legge Missionary and Scholar . (London: - 1905

65

ised little slave

:the>first,permanent

ere in 1842 with her hys-
College. For further

gege, see H, E.!Legge,

)y, REa

_ Fleming H. Revell Company, 1911)% p. 51.

Margaret [, Burton, The Education of Wam

en_in China (New’York:
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T / -
" One of the girls at Mrs. Shuck's school had heen bought from s&avery and

.

adopted by the Shucks. At first Mrs. Shuck's pupils had lived in her

home aftd studied English and Chinese: but after she moved to Hong Kong

-

in 1842, e Pupils. (20 boys and 6

gpirls) were housed imétheir own build-

. e .
v : A
ing until Mrs. Shuck's early death at age twenty-seven ended herﬁschool.66

SIJ@ly as the Chinese saw how well treated the little gi}ls were
and how much new knowledge they tool. back to their native homes, some_of

the prejudice began to breal down until bv'1890 the mission schools weré

overwhelmed with apnlicants. Eventually the schpols were ahle to abandon
L 4 ' .- .

cN

the practice of "virtuallv paving" students to attend. Parents were to

provide their own clothing .and some schodlshwere even ahle to charge a

B

. small tuition fgg. In an effqﬁf to become self-supporting, some schools
introduced handicraft industries for their students.®’.

. o .
Christian schools had begn established primarily to provide an
S :

opening for preach{ﬁg the gbspel. - The early missionaries vieyéd'the

>

'schools as a way to overcome Chinese prejudice against Christf@hity:g&ér

by winning the confidence of ‘their students' parents, thev hoped to open
anothef‘avenue to‘the-conversioh of individuals. Therefore, the schools
s : y o : ’

" were not established by professional educators_ epphasizing education for
: ' v e % A

its own sake but by missionaries wanting to provide another forum for

0 -

evangelization.

66Andersonf;Pfdtéstant.MissionﬁSchbolé, Pp. 6264,

67Burton, Education of WOmén,‘pp. 53—57.

-

: a
4
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'My own desire in this school’, said one earéesﬁ woman, 'is
to impart instruction which with God's hlessing will bring
- those committed tq my care to Christ. T will not thilnk of
the higher education, so called. T want them to know nature's
God before they learn nature and her laws, and T want them to
.learn the language of Canaan before thev learn my mother
tongue, '68 ‘ - f ; &

Although mghy young .Chinese wanted only a modern;education from these
mission échobls, they did pfpvide-a large ndmbgr'of converts to the vari-

* 6us Christian churches. Whereas the ear1§%§rotestant'missionaries, like
Rébert Morrison and .James L;Qgé,,had shbwn a gfeat‘respect for Chinese
.cultu§|iahd had aftemnfed to develop a balanced gducation pattern, later
miééionarieé evinced an attitude of European superiority and talked of .
total}y replacing §#§§mircivilized decédént Chinese givilizaﬁion'yitﬁ‘aA‘
progregsive thiati5§ aqd western onei69 Missionafiés like Timothy Richard.

adopted a broadened educational ideal to teach "Western civilization" in

the mission schools. and develop’a.coordinated educational system from

680u6ted‘From'wOman's Work for WOmﬁn. Dacembef 1884, in Burton,
Education of Women,.p. 68, S ‘ .

- 69This-attitude grew. stronger as Chinese prestige declined follow-
ing -her unsuccessful wars with the Furopeans. It also xeflected the |
background of the missionaries, especially the English and American’
Protestants caught up in the throes of an evangelical revival. = This was
a time of narrow intoleranée and the "white man's burden” and younp mis-
“slonaries hurried to 'fbreigh% ds like China in order to save their
fellowmen from.a life.of miserv and gin. Their sincere faith in their
Christian supericrity and their role as saviors of .damned races toler—
ated no interference and combined a‘lack of any undetstanding’of_othgr]”g
“cultures or attitudes, - For more details on this widespread evangelical
movement, see E. R. Hughes, The Invasion of China bv the Western World -
. “(London: Adam & Charles. Black, 1937) and Gregg, China and Fducatisnal

Autonomy. For a personal look at these attitudes, see Pearl S. Buck,
The Fighting Angel (New York: Reynal & Hitchcock, 1936) ‘a biography of )
her father as missionary to China, * _ A - ‘\“". o

»

e o
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70

kindergarteggto. ! i Although individuals and the‘Y. M. C. A.
. turned tqg b '1 ~‘al anppeals such ;; science exhibits health
_fgction of language studies, most missionarieg
Bducation over evangeliratibn ﬂnlv the need for
educatéd pasfo; Lhe lack of  trained Europeanq to fill the positiong
:érvative misqionaries to accept the introduction of

’

:itq in mission schools. Fverv school taught religion

forced the more }
modern western g

and thg Chiﬁgse 14 Vige and,‘depending on the knowledge-of the teachers,

some Chinesge claséi L Geherallyrpthe: branches of knowledge were heglected,

Ta ]

partiy because of.thé?préclivity of the missionaries themselves, but also
/ .

due to the lack of te 'ooks and oualified inqtructors‘ Englieh was only

[

introduced when'the" | . from Chinese qtudenta bécame go great that it‘

-could ﬁot be ignored” nd other courses, such as rudimentarv arithmetic,'

geogranhy, science,ﬁgusic and phvsical culture, were slowlv added' to the
-curriculum. o ’ | ,//F L -

For their gi{lq, the misaion schools had an even narrower cu;ricu-
. lum hased on the premise that girls qhould know the doctrines oF
o |

,Christianity -and how to organize a clean and proper. Fhristian home hut
v

that all "other uaeful knowledge wan ‘nat eqaential ‘,They were taupht to
read only .80 they could understand the Bible. Tn ordet to uolift the .

irls, 1t was thOught that’ ”every school for irls ought e to>aim to
8 . & € ,

Il

&
-
iy

' 7oﬁbr detaila on: the work of the Y. MJ C A in‘ China and its
‘ development out of the religious revival in the United States, see

Shirley S. Garrett, Social Reformers' ig Urban China - (Cambridge, Mass. :

.Harvard Univetsity Press. 1970).

S 5 , . L
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prepare its gtudents to be pood wives and mothers and to make happv
P ql 7 d mot _ P

homes."71 Domesti 8

¢ience and household.economics were therefore imnor-
tant sub1ects.\\The mi¥sionaries were intent on making their girls "model
o . 72 '
homemakers"; and althouph those rirls who became doctors'® and teachers
were praised, the emphasis remained on producing capahle Christian women

as the centre of their homes rather than inquendent career-women.

, It 1s difficult to evaluate the impact of .missionaries on- the

development of education for girls in China as almost all the source

raterlal available was written bv missionaries themselves and thus tends

to pfesent the rosiest picture possible, However, the Ptrotestant mission-

t pirls' schools in China and

aries can bhe credited with openinéﬁthe firs
. : ~

1}

for many years these ﬁiss{on sqhoolséremainég\thé onlv nnesnoffering any
Western. learning to Chinese girls. Both the Roman Catholics and the

éiotestants had from the first emphasized, that the women of China must,
. \ ) L :
share in the new educational opnortunitiesf\ This.in'itself was a revolu-
. \ % .

B 1{ . .
tionarv idea with deep social ramifications whgn‘gir]skbegaﬁ to leave
- SN E
their homes to spend their formulative vears {n‘hgarding schodls under
. \& o .

~the direction of foreigners. Manv of the most ac&%ve members of Cﬁina's,

Y

v

» kY L :
later women's movements were products of these mission schools. Howeyer,
_ . : . 5 ¥

»>

T 7 Anderson, Protestant Mission Schools, p. 153,

- 2por blographies of the foar edrf?est wdmen doctors, Dr. Yamei Kin,
" Dr. Hu King-eng, Dr. Mary Stone, and Dr. Ida Kahn, see Burton, Notable .
iy. Women. These early doctors all took their training putside China, but 1in
L 41899 Dr. Mary Fulton establishcd the first mediéal college for Women in
China (in 1905 became Hackétt Medical College). oo :
. % . N

-
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the number and quality of hoth mission and government schools varied

. B
. greatly from city to countryside and from one province to another. After ‘

seeing only primitive edutation facilities on a tour of the Chinese -

interior, the Baptist mission was pleased to report on its arrival in

Kweilin: +
When we went to Kweilin in 1912 there were excellent govern-
ment schools in the city. I cannot remember numbers, but I
certainly do remember the fine normal ‘school for pirls: We ¢
were espec1ally surprlsed to see the klndergarten department . .
s they had. The heéad teacher of that department was a Christian
voman, Urs. Hoa, who had been trained in Japan. They had a
fine model kindergarten "housed in a verv good building seﬁarate R
from the big school, in a nice garden. The normal school could"
even boast_a piano, the only one in the whole province,’ outside
-of Wuchow. ’ ’ : o
There wag -also a good law school for women at that time and
.there were two or three middle schools for girls besides
several primary qchools

1Unfortunately lack of finances and political troubles resulted in the:

early cldsure.gf‘these schoo]s.73 Knd, only a very small percen>ape of
o ) . N * ) N 4
China's female population, were in anv wav influenced bv the new school

.

systems‘d Veloping.

TS <

'The ""new education" onlv got off the pround when China s literati
. became urf/

\

ently intérested in it in pr@ﬁerence to the q}é-qtate examina—

tion system. They enrolled in- miasxon schoole BY the hundﬁv

A BN - .
vere v1rtually the only ones providinp WQatern léarninp and als,

B!

agitating for a state—sponsored system of schools Many‘missionafiegﬁalso-f

¢ h . . . ® ’ .. ‘:".;,;.’?»

&

® 73Andereon,'ProteStant Mission Schools, p.' 143. . Fer further details .
. on the wide variation from province to province; see Kuo Ping Wen, ‘The - - _.._
Chinese System of Public. Education (Vew York: Columbia Unlversitv L~
Teacher’s College, 1915), pp. 108- -109. . , i .

. ; , . .
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encouraged government interest.in China's schools as thev saw the develop-
. “

ment- of aymodern school system as an opportunity for them to influence a

/ . »
large Chinese student population HWecause of th;}¥\predominant position

~

_ : !
in the edycational field. However, they were doomed to disappointment as
! . A
they soon found that the Ch'ing government was determined to coptrol its
-~ N - '
own ‘educational system and force the missionaries out. Anti-foreignism
) .
reduced missionarv influence and (China's students-were more interested
P ."\ .
in government jobs or politics than in religi{n,
' N
[ Tt

MODLRN GOVERNMENT SCHONLS

“

In traditional China, the majority of 'schools had been privatelv

financed through tuition fees or the collective efforts of famifies,

-

clans, or villages. They weré‘Eéperal]y taught bv men who had 1v suc-

ceeded in acquiring the fi&st Hegree in thelr éxaminations and _could find

' /

no government position. Theé government schools actually'pro%ided‘little
instnPction as no regular classes were taught. gnd their primarv function

-was to give exams to prepare their students for the civil service examina-

\1 ° . - iy B ¢ . IS
N \_ ~
tions. - The real teaching tentres were the shu-yuan, or academies, which

<

wéfe'usually privaﬁe institutions of instruct%an and discussion. .Under
R , N .y - . J

the Cﬁ'ing QOSt of them were sponsoréd or subsidized‘hv the government

A o o » ‘ .
which retained some control through its\ioééi officials.u'Besiaes piRpar-
ing their students fpr the official é*am&ﬁétions, these shh—yuan sérve&’
as centres of researéh where famqus;scholars gathered to studv and\instruét

their personal followers. .Although there was no state-gontrolled educa-

tion system as such, all traditional learning was determined bv-‘the

~
‘.
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criteria of the traditional oxamié;tion svstem,

As early as 1861, Prince Kung and otheqbfar—sighted officials had
A

presehtéd‘a memorial to the Throne including a nrovision for the opening
5F a school of foreign languages in Peking. Out of this memorial grew

ﬁhe T'ung-wen Kuan--the firsg government attempt to introegfflsohe C.
elements of Western learning. 1t was followed bv telerraph, naval, mining,
and engineering colleges started by individuatl vicerovs or governors con-
cerned with vériogs aspects of modernization. In all, anproximatelv one

dozen professional schopls vere established between 1842 and 1895 for

-

‘the study of foreign languages, militarv science, shinhui1ﬁing, and

navigation--gll in the name of national defense and completelv out€ide

o 74 - o
the mainstream of the traditional education svstem. None of the officials.

responsible for éstabljshing these earlv schools had anv nlans to replace

the traditional Chinese examination system with a Western one, but onlv

>
-

desired to provide those qunp]em;ntary techniques which were thoyght to-
. S

‘have enabled the Western powers .to achieve wealth and power,
. N B % , A .

~

In order to further the education of their younp students, the .

s M . ‘ 2 X .
Chinese government and provinces began to send selected numbers to st,ud,v"‘E
. & .

ahroad fhe most elaborate schemé sanctioned by the 1mer1al government'
75 42 : '
was the one supge%tedgbv Yuny W1np (1828~ 1912) in 1868 H]mself a 7

.
- 4
P

748ee Appendix TIT for a list of these modern schools.. :
- ‘ ' ' ' .
For details, of Yung Wing's 1ife and the historv of the Educational
M]QQIOH see Yung Wing, Mv Life in China and Aggrica (New Yark: Ilenry
Holt & Company, 1909); also Thomas E. La Farg@s), China's First Hundred -
(Pullman, Wash,: State College of Washington,‘$w42).
: . )

-

-~ L . | . !}



E

51

graduate of Yale College in the United States, Yung Wing oroposed to send
7/ N

one hundred and twentv. Chinese sﬁhdents to - America to be educated for
government service. They were to be sent in four.grbups of thirtv each

to secure a complete American education from elementary school through

VAN :
collegé--a *total of fifteen years. In 1871 Li Hung-chang opened a

preparatory school in Shanghai for the students selected to go on the
ﬁissioﬁf and in 1872 the first group left, followed by the other three

groups sent at yearly intervals. Howeveg congervative’attaCRG on the

mission culminated in 1881 when all the qtuﬁents JEre recalled to China

/
-

before they had a chance to complete their education Unon their return
&T

the young students were qubiected to fresh humlliat1onq and like most

other foreiﬂn trained students in the 1880' s, thev were unable to over-

come discriminations against their foreign educat1on ‘Not until the re-

gorm movement gained momentum at the end of the century were thev able to

" make proper use of their American educations and enecialized training,

This disc:iminatinn against foreign learninp was onlv one of the

problems which faced the early moﬁern schools. They were'also hampered

by language problems, the lack of competent instructors, and the lack of
% < - . : )

textbooks and other. téachine aids. -The greatest dffficUltv was in
fecruiting promising studentf/due to the great Opposition of the Confucian

litetati and the societal gressures whic¢h forced qtudente to follow the

traditional education system. The use‘Oi;i9&ge etipends, attractive

‘living conditions, and even promises of povernment emnlovment falled to

draw sfudents from thelr clasqical etudieq which qualified them to ‘take .
part in thé civil service examina\gonq. As long as-these examinations
v 0

- B
N \ . >
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]

remained the only recogn1zed road to government advancement promising
-

_Students$ would not Jeopardlze their futures~on Western studies. Attempts
to modify the examination system in 1869 and 1875 had failed to gét royal
approval and not until 1887 was forelpn loarnlng, i.é., mathematigs andn

sclence, admitted as an optional subject. ’waever, even this change was
0 . i o

limited in scope and the modern schools failed to'devglop as long as the
5 | ,

traditional examination system remained in force as the onlv way to a

‘degree and the attendant social advantages {t brought.
However, the humiliating 1895 defeat bv Japan. which was tovbring

so any political changés to China also raised the crv for educational

reform. ,Goverﬁors—géneral of various. provinces began to open schools in
their provinces--the Simo-Western Qchoo] in Tientqin in 1896, the
Southern Public School in Shanghai in 1897, and'the development of the
Imperial Universitv in Peking in ]808. \As the demand for the "new

learning" became so' great during these months following the war with
) 1

Japan that all modern schools, whether private, government, or mission

were overcrowded, indiv1dual Chinese’began to: clamour for a national
’ N
education system, not only for men but for all Chinese.

-

Liang Ch'i-ch' a0 showed a spe01al interest in educatioh at all

1

levels and 1ncluding education for women .and children to enable them to
P 7 v, | ;
become useful citizens in the new nation. Although he focused his atten-

tion on the scholar -gentry clasq, criticizing théir corruption and ‘their

te

1ack of qpec1a]1?ed training, Lianp was also interested in réising the

‘general level of knowledge amohn all neople, 'Recognjzinp.the'importance7
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of the home environment for a child's basic knowledge, Liang emphasized

education for China's future‘motherb who would in turn shape the habits
épd character of their children. As early as 1897, Liang wrote an
article calling. for women's education to streﬁgthen the natiog and urging
government éhthorities‘tB open modern schools for girls. That same vear
a féliow reformer, Kan Kiang-jen, onecned a giris' school in Sbanghai.z

Also in 1897, a number of wealthv Shanghail merchants and officials formed -

a society for the purpose of establishing a school for girls in that
: o _ A
city, all the expenses of which were;t;\he meé'by.voluntarv‘subscrfptions.

o

Other provisions included that: (1) ‘all funds and nlans for the school

were to be under the supervision of women and all the teacheté were to be
} ' ’ o s .

woment; (2) Chinese and English were to be taught; (3) there were to be

" |-

forty pupils from the agks of eight to fifteen: (40/ foothinding was to

stop; (5) students were to be ”daughgers of réputa@}e families' as later
they would.become—isaders and teachers: (6) 9here wérg to be tﬁree -
courses of.stUdy-*mathematical, medical, and law: (7) there would be a
ki;dérgarUS?departhent; (8) there would be an industrial departmeﬁt_of
spinning, weaving, and drawingg\kg) onlv Qdmen you]d’be allowed in the
'schooljwith no maies, n;t‘éven ditéctors,~r§ eﬁter; (10) s#udenﬁs could %

°live at home or at school: (11) fees would he set according to the wealth

of the family: (12)- girls from Foundling Asvlums could not be given

v -

v

]

5 76The6dofe £+ Usiao, The History .of Modern Lducation in China’ !t
(Shanghai: Commercial Press, Ltd., 1935), p. 47.

. | , \\\\ .
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“as concubines; and (13) no pupils would ever be sold as s]aves.7? The
men then turned the school over' to their wives and daughters and pro-
ceeded to raise funds for it. For%}gn ladies in Shanghai.were'enigsted
as_adviéors(ahd the school,'modelled after.mission schools, forma%ly

opened on June-1, 1898 with sixteen pupils. In order to further promote

-

the cause of women's education, a monthlv-naper, The Chinese Girls' £ gﬁ
Progress was publighed.andra "Societyifor,the Diffusion of Knowledge

M -

)Aﬁong Chin?sé Women" was organized, Unfortunateiv, the school was forced
to close two years later under orders of the Emnress Dowager in the
. . »m
reacﬁion foilowing-the reform movement.
However, by the'end of 1901 anothgr school for ;irls was established
\ .
id Shanghai, Wupun (Strive for Unity School); followed in 1902 by the
S .
"Patriotic Séhool"; in 1903 bv the Chung-mang School founded bv a wealthv

A
Chinese widow; and in 1904, bv the Ch' eng Tung “chool fouﬂded by

« " N
Mr. and,Mrs..Yang. Bv 1907 there were twelve schoo]s for girls in
A

Shanghal alone, supnorted and controlled whdlly by the Chinese with over

800 students, They included normal schools for trainrnp teacherQ, also

)

79
1ndustrlal training, and one medical course. Physical culture was

77Burton; Education of Women, pp. 100-105."

Voo
- Pepya., pp. 110-111. oy : )

=

. 79After the qlno—lapanese war a few oFficials began to emphasize
physical fitness for military personnel. fraduallvy military drill was
introduced into a few of the schools’ and by 1903 physical exercise was
included in many of the school curriculumq,,although competitivé or. con-
tact aports were - still restricted to the misqion schools.

L
\ ’ . i

.
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\,
?accepted as part of the regular work and anti Footbmding groups were

becoming more active.80

Also beginning in 1898, propreqelve government officials began a

SN
V&

. concérted appeal for government euﬁported modern qchoo]q Most active in

this campaign was viceroy Chang Chih- ~tung who continued to propose a

system based on the Confucian clasqicq qupnlemented by the practical

dev1ces of the West, ’ f
The old and nNew must both he " taught 'bv the old is meant the
Four Books, the Five Canons," historv, » fovernment, and geog-
, raphy of China; bv the .new, Western government, science, and
2 history., Both are imperatch but We repeat that the old
1s to form the Yasig dnd the new 'i's for practical purposes ;8]

In 1898 Chang published Ch'uan—hqueh;p ien (An Exhortation to Learning)

which advocated the‘establishment of modern schooils in every province3
- ‘ P
circuit, prefecture, department, and di%trict~-un1versigies in the pro-

vincial capitals, colleges in the ‘prefectural citieg, and high echools in
[

the districts. The curriculum was to include the Classics Chinese;geogr
Traphy and’ history. arithmetlc, genmctrv and eciences wi/r/;o;e advanced

13

courses in Chinese literature, government,-‘and Forpiph 1anouayeq and -

literature at thé hipher level$‘ The aim was to broaden the outlook of

the scholar-official class through tho lntroduction of WOqtgfn studies,
,the translation of Western bookq, and the use of foreign nequaperQ' As ;
x B *

Chang noted, Knowledge alone»can‘;ﬁhe us from deqtructlon, and educetion

&

80Burton Education ofuﬂgmen pp. 112~ 113

Blkiang Wenwhan, The Chinese Student Moyement (New'York: King's
Crown Press 1948), p. 13, , c A :

v
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is the path té;knowledge. lemples anﬂ monas%@ries were to ho (onveﬁted

. wg. .

into schools with temﬁle~1ands REOVldinp the needed income and the -

»
e o

tradltional examination system was to be reV1sed with the abol1tion of
the eight- legged essav and the jntroduction 1nto th? examinations of more

practicél suhjectS. The Chduan~hsueh- p ien was presented to the Throne

and distributed bv imperial order to all: governors-xeneral, governorS,

and provincial directors of education. It was received enthusiastically

.o .
L3 . M

by progtressive members of the literati and received‘widespread attention

]
R

from afgfoning'sector’of the ruling class., - .

“Fﬂowever 1t was not until 1901 and the end of the Roxer troubles

‘.

’ when the court began to take decisive action: Western “learning was seen

®

by many co be a sort of magic elixir to bring Chdna strength and security,

but - even less radical modernizers now accepted the need to 'learn from the

West in order to guarantee China 5 survival During the Boxer rebelljon

- e

nearly all the modern schools and coilepes 1n northern China had been ‘f“
abandoned or destroyed and ofF{cjals hepan to memoria]uze for a new
natlonal qchool qutem.. In 1901 Chang chih tunp and - lxu K un-l called

for. the establishment of civ1l and military schoo]s on thé Iananese mode]

and‘the integration of the new schoo]s within tho examination svstem
, .

The continuing attack on the eight lepged essav hrought its abolitlon

on August 29 1901 and the 1~51usion of more foreinn sub1ects on the
examinatlons Follow1n? Chang Chih tung s ear11er adv1ce on studv abroad
the court began to instruct the provinc1al authorities to send students
abroad, espetially to Japan.: In Geptember 1901 edicts were issued to

l .
‘set up schools,at all levels wrth‘a mixed curriculum of ChineSe’and S

hed

¢
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Western subjects. A This was followg% in 1902 with the apnointment of a

coﬁmission,to plan a nationél public school svstem. This svstem, out-
lined in 1903 and 1904, was modelled after that of Janangz in an attempt -

to imitate what appeared to be her miraculous success in adggting Western

techniques, .

However, this new'system was'deve]oped for tﬁe training of\boys
onl}. Schooling for girls was left entirely to individual efforts. The
traditional concept that the educational neéds of women could be met by ~%/

the home prevailed, and in 1903 the educational commission emphétically
: B N

declared that it was still too early to attempt to open schools for girls.

A book containing the essential passages frbm the traditional female

’

‘literature--The Classic of Filial'Pietv, The Four Books, Biographies of

- Virtuous Wbmen,'Girls' fuide, Cirls' Lessons,(and Exaﬁnles‘fon»the Teath-

ing of Girls--was all that was'feduired.83 ‘The sexes must remain segre-

gated and women kept off the streets according to the "Revised Catalogue" -
b ° v._- . -\ ! i
of 1903; and it was not prg¢per for them to read too many Western: books

lest they wrongly- adopt foreign cuétoms,'believe in free marfiage; and

1

~ slight the authoritv‘of their parents and hushands. Therefore, the R
female should be eddcated only in the home under the supervision of.a,b

_mother or guardian and with a curriculum limited to reading, writing, and
‘ . s . ‘ _
! : . o Ce

¢

L _ storvdetails of the system proposed, see Cyrus li, Peake, National-
..ism and Education in Modern China'(New,quk:"HowardﬂFértig, 1970), pp. 50-

83Héiao,.HistorJ'of Modern Edbcation, p3ﬂ4f.
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. . 8
arithmetic.

’

¢ After 1902 some wives and mothers took the initiative in establish-

ing tutorial groups and private classes within the home. Some private.

S

schools were opened; even the Empress Dowager opened a school in the
p?lace for the daughterg of the nobility. She followed this with edicts
'aéainst footbinding, and as girls with'bouyd feet were refused admission
to privéte schools, the practice was graduaily abandoned Bv the upper-
classes wishing to educaté their daughters. However, gchools like those

. sponsored by Chang Chih-tung continued to show a low evaluation of women

~"and their abilities. They were to be trained as povernesses or private

‘

nurses in the School of Reverence and "uritv and t@é School of Infant

_Rearing.85

Until 1907 women's education remained dependent on private concern

2
’

‘éndvindividual efforts. When women's education was fihélly accepted as.
an infegfai part of the fotal school system, se&eral’other important |
changes in educé}ﬁon had already taken place. On January 13, 1904, thg
-Throne Had.approved a;mem;rial urging the gradual aholition of thexexamff

nation system,'whichvwas seen as. the greatest obstacle to the growth and

o

- 84C. W. Luh; "China's New System of Edﬁcation”,»Bulletin 8;;1923,
I‘I) P- 3vn‘ ' . . - - : \
- . B .

The School of Reverence and Purity had lectures by'a .Japanese
woman teacher on home education to prepare girls for emplovment as tutors
in the homes of wedlthy families. The ‘School of Infant Rearing was aldo
‘taught by a Japanese woman who trained nurses in child rearing and guidance,
"also directed towards employment in the homes of the wealthv. Chang'
further stipulated that .only married women could enroll. Avers, Chang .

* Chih-tung, p’ 232. & S L C o




N

. | . < ‘ .59/

acceptance of modern schools. On September 2, 1905 an edict abolished

the examination system, and the government turned its attention to the

establishment of a modern education svstem under the centralized control
* #
L}

of the Ministry of Educatién‘a} Peking.

~

With the continuing growth of private and mission schools, the

f

: . . ) v .
centra[ government was losing control of educdtion and felt that ‘it must

4
i

coordinate a systeﬁ based on Confucianism in order to regain;ﬁbme control
over a growing student population. The 1903 education commission had

recommerided thé appointment of a minister of education at Peking to

’

have.genéral direction over all schools throughout the country wifh his -

~

. . : ) ] .
duties to include the standardizat/ion of all schools‘in-the provinces,

the formulation of educétional olicies, the ingpection pf schools, the 7

-

examination of textboéks, teachers, and students, and the supervision of

A
! 0

expenditures by schools.. They also récommended the setting up of

educationél departments in éach provihce, involving the governors and

gentry in these provincial departments and setting educational gtandéras

for new_officiaié in theAdepar@:menCSus6 In 1905 a Ministry of.Education”

was created and sﬁbsequently orgéﬂized into five departments with .
absolute control oyer all educational ma;téré”iﬁffﬂe‘coun;ry. School

- textbooks which had been left to private éoncgtns until 1906 were made

1

the responsibility of a special bureau in thé~Miqistry of Education,:

Al

which began to publish a series of readers with“simple Chinese chafacters;'”"

v

8.6Hsiao, History of Modern Education, pp. 67-68.

- !
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N " plus textbooks for the primarv schools and teachers' manuals. All nri-

vate books now had to be certified and authorized for school.use.87
The Manchu government tried simultaneously to curb the influence

qf mission schools. Graduates of these schools were denied government

’

degrees and titles and they were denied the franchise to elect represen—

. tatives o the provincial assemblies, 88 as well as facing otHer social

h

disadvantages. Although the government declared that this policy did
'»f not reflect anti- Christian or anti-foreipgn attitudes it was also nmde

;:ﬁlear that any foreign interference in China's education system would not'
"~ be tolerated However, this new nationalism came into .conflict with the
L S
I :
: realities of the situation as government schools remained substandard and
v J .

4 .
2

;o parents continued to send their sons and daughters to the best educational
\\\lpsfitutions availahle which were usuallv the mission schools.

3' ¥ - After 1905 the government had officially recopnized the need\for

R

Y
o

. ]
.| wWomen's eﬁucation'sg and’ when the imperial commission of 1906 was sent
o ! oL

v’ ﬁl;‘ A . 87 ,‘ . . . . « . A . . . —: .
Tor oM Kuo, Chinese System of Public.Education, PP. 105—106.

K ? ‘ 88Charles K. hdmunds, Modern Education in China Department of the
o Interior. Bureau of Education. Bulletin‘No. 44 (Washington' Government
Qf;. ;Printing Office, 1919) p. 25.

&
4
t

,; o

9The newspapers were now full of articles dealing with requests

gfor -d modern government education system for girls. '"The Chinese Minister

; to France has memorialized the Throne to the effeect that Peking should set-

ﬁv:?; the example to the other provinces of the Empire by the free establishment

... of schools for the education of girls." North China Herald No.:.430, Vol, 3.
‘(Monday, May 22 QR 8. 2. Also: "Tt is reported that ‘Lady Liu and

. her son, 4 *j ‘Board of Revenue, is about to visgit Tapan in

¢ the eause' N fon. Lady Liu is sixty-eight years of age, and

{ﬂﬂzf is the pi ‘ f;cation at the Capital.” North China Herald,

n No. 422 12 190)), n. ? ST R
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abroad, it was instructed to study women's education in other countries,

When Tuan‘Fang returned to China filled with enthusiasm for female educa-
. ) \ ‘ /‘
tioff, the Ministry of Education decided to inaugurate 4 program immediately.

Some vicerbys promoting modern schools 1in their provinces had already

begun to make .some provision for fehale education and women had been in-

o

cluded in the programs to send students abroad. 1In.1905 Hunan sent twenty

women to Japan to take short training courses in education: in the same

" :
year, Fengfien began to send fifteen girls vearlv to .Japanese girls' 3

schools for. courses in education; and by 1905, two .Japanese girls' scheols
had established special Chinese‘departments; There were a smaller number

of girls enrolled in American schools--nineteen in 1905, thirtv-six in

90

the eastern-states in 1910.°. \

*'China is awakening to realize that a nation's strength and
prosperity lie in the education of her gaUthersn”9l

®

In March 1907, the Ch'ingﬁgovernment issued thirty-six regulations

-

for the organization of girl'é/normal schools and tweﬁtssregulations for
girls' primary schools. The highest.edﬁcational'institutionafor girls was
the normal school as there was no pfdvision‘for middle schools or colleges,,

for women.before the Revolution. The course of studies for girls' schools

. . : 2l
B . . A

N i

'9OY. C. wang,,Chinése Intellectuals and the West, 1872-1949 (Chapel
Mill: University of North Carolina Press, 1966), pp. 72-73. Also "About
100 girls of.Hunan and Chekiang provinces are about to proceed to Japan
to complete their education."” North China Herald, No. 418, Vol. 3 (Mondav,
May 8, 1905), p. 5. o :

1

91O_uoted from Missionary Review of the;Wofld, Fébruarv'l907‘in -
Burton, Education of Women, p. 128, . ' . :




was one vear shnrie?Athan that for the boys' sgﬁools?>and the educatﬁon
of girls and boys was to be kept entirély separate. Thé'first governﬁéht
primary séhools opened in 1907 Qith a four—year%lower prim;fy course‘andv
a féur—year higher primary course to coyef éges seven éo fourtéen,“‘dur~
riculum included ethics, lit?rature, needlevork, and‘éhysical dnill with
music and drawing opti&ﬁal in the first four vears, and Chinese ﬁiétory
and geégraphy'being added along with a comnuisqrv draving cog;s; in thev
latter four years.92 By the end of ]907: there &e;e 391 girls' schools

in China with 11,936 pupils repistered--representing only two ner ceht of

ths total student population.93 S . A

a

The Ch'ing government éxpected the new. education system to solidify o

»

the nation behind the concepts of lovalty to the emperor and reverence

]

for Confucius. These conservative educators still based their educational

~ ?

concepts on their own classical;tradition, and although they emphasized

.publlc spirit, martial spirit, and practical learning, it was still to be

~x 9

within a Confucian framework Younger, .Japanese- trained educators after
1906 began to introduce a nuygber of changes based on Japanese models,
such as the division of middle schools into arts and science departﬁénts'

and separate academic, normal, wocational, and technical schoods, ,although "y

L
v N
N A)

92Victor Purcell, Problems of Chinese Education, (London: Kegan
Paul, Trench, Trubner, and Co., Ltd., 1936), p. 69. For furthet detalls
on girls ‘primary and normal schools, see Kuo, ghinese System of Public ’
Education, p. 101 and pp. 104-105. : ’

93Bullétins on‘Chinese Education 1923,-p. . &
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their influence was ‘restricted until after the founding of the Repub]ic.QA

However, the overriding pre?Feupation for the.voung students was

\

toc%repare themselves to serve their nation and courses of study were
selected on the basis’ of their. pra;iicalitv In general this coincided
with the government's aim for education‘st individualswto fi111 the noedé

. of the state; i.e., in early vears an emphasis on the navy; armv, en%ineer—
ing, and mining courses; after 1905 the study of laws, government, and

¢ .
education systems of advanced nations later hroadened again to include

ce. lowever, the grandiose government

science, technology, and comm
education schemes often existe only on paper as financing remained a major
problem. The lack of adequatply trained teachers opened axg:j field to

China's women, but the quality of teaching was often poor.

Although the opportunitié; for girls to obtain ;n education were
greater than ever beforz, the number of girls actually inyolved was
relatively small. Her education was still designed primarilv to make her
a good mother and housewife,‘although she might also tréin as a teacher
’for ;;ung children. Howe&er, by 1911 gentry women were becominp ashamed
of their 1lliteracy and the cause of womeﬁ s educationlwaq further
strengthened by the demand of young'men for educated wives. As eduéétion
:: brought these girls into contact with akwhole n;w sohere‘of iife, thev
‘began to develop new'expectat{ons in regard to emplovment,)marriage; and

.—'their roles in society. Girls removed from their homes during their

formative years developéd new loyalties and idéals which often clashed

-8
T

4

o . ". B
m’4Wang, Chinese Intellectuals, pp. 362-363.
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with the traditional ideas of their families and”societv.
H i ! ¢ l .
4hmmn had been excluded from most fields of emplovment because of ]

social tabdpa. or by social customs or guild rules whichfonly  admitted men
. . . \
N ;
to-occupations outside the home. In traditional China women served only
A ¢ ' Y
[

in home industrié§, such as‘silk weaving; %;i?nink, and various héndi_

crafts, or as farm laborers.among the poorer«%lasses. Even these. occupa-
tions varied from North China wgere women were less 1nvolvéd iﬁ farm proy
duction to South China where women were more accepted in both agricultural

and urban occupations. Yor the women of the upper Classee their sphere

was management of the home and thev seldom left its confines let alone

s

engaged in any productive labor outside the home.

‘»

The new qgucation brought many of thgse wealthy girls out of ﬁheif
homes for thé first time and with their new knowledgq and théir desire
to work for thei£ couﬁt;y the quest;oﬁ of occupations bevond that of
ﬁousewifé aﬁd mother became relevant, A few Chinese women had qualified
as doctors before 1900, usually through ‘the efforts of\missionarigs who
sent them to America to be educated. Dr. Marv Sto;z, Dr. Ida Kahn, and
Dr. Hu King Eng were perhaps the most famous of tﬁbse earlv wohen docﬁors,
gnd they were.able to gain the respect noﬁ onlv.of theif patients_bﬁt of

- X

their 16cal communities, and also Ep,gaid\the attention of propreéssive

officia%s, such as Chang Chih-tung.95 It was through the influence of

bl

B} ‘ ’ . . 2

ﬁargaret Burton writes that Chang asked Ida Kahn and Mary Stone,
along with their friend Miss Howe, to accept positions in a school he
wished to establish in Shanghai and serve in the medical department,
Although’ they decidedg}o stay -inTKiukiang, there can be no doubt about
their new prestige, rton, Notable WOmen, pp. 131-132.
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‘these‘pioneer inaividuals, including those who pursued careers as teachers

?nd educators, that the Chinese public came to accept the ideas of educat-
ing its women.
. 5 . W

Women's journals also began to appear advocating women's rights

and a new freedom for women in Chinese sdctety. The Wusih Pai-hug Pao,

first appearing in May 1898, was particularly noteworthv as the work of

a woman, Ch'iu Yu-fang, and for beinp written in the vernacular st_vle.96
Ch'en Chih-fan, started the monthlv Nu Pao in Shanghai iﬁ 1902, 1t wés

at first sent out freé to Su Pao subscribers, and dealt with woman(s‘status
and education for girls and womén. Some parts:of it were written in
pai-hua and a large‘propo;}ion of 1t was translated material, Ch'iuy Chin

started the Chung-kuo Nu Pao in Shanghai in l906lfnder her pseudonynm

Ching Hsuing- (Challenger of Men), but it was short-lived. Peking also

had its women's Journals; in fact, the daily Peking Nu Pao, which was
) !

started, published, and edited entirely by women, may have been the only

> N N

women's daily of its kind in the world at that time. . Although it printed
the usual tran5crfbt,material from the Peking GazeEtes, it was placed
second to the news of women's organkzatio?s. ‘The paper was highly regarded

and lasted two years to be followed bv the.WOmen's Educational Daily.97

.
v

»

, | 4

96Within & month it was changed to a semi-mortthlv under the titla” ‘
Chung-kuo Kuan-yin Pai~hua Pao written in the Mandarin spoken style raaher '
than the local dialect. It was not directed onlv at wome “readers but
functioned as a general educational organ. Roswell §. Britton, The Cﬁfneée
Periodical Press, 1800-1912 (Shanghai:‘\Kellv and Walsh, Ltd., 1933),
pp. 97-98. ‘ nE . ' ? .
7 e - «‘- i ,'\ |
-Britton, ‘Chinese Periodical Press, pp. 115-116.
¢

-

N
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These newspapers reached only a very small number of literate

women, but women from the lower glésses wére also heginning to accept a
new life style through employment in factories and domesﬁéc industries.
Women who were wage-earners became an éconoﬁic asset td their families,
which added té their éecurit& and‘affectEd the marriage system while pro-

viding them with a new economic independence.

-~

No other, question created such heated debate in Chinese families

as the question of arranged marriages. Both men and women of the younger
generaﬁion, educated in the new sghools and aware of new'freedomg and-
responsibilities, came into direct conflict with their conservative |
parents over their right to.freédom 6f choice in marriagé.A This new idea

struck right at the core of the ‘traditional famlly system and threatened
Q
to weaken, 1if not destroy, the parental control exercised over the younger

v

generation. Although the majority of youths did not want to cut out all

parental parficipation in their marriage decision and few ever completely

T ———
disregarded parental wishes in the choice of a qﬁte,_mosg young neople.

demanded some say in their marriage.98 Many families were able to reach
. . : . ¥

some compromise, altho&éh there were still exampies well into the twentieth-

céntury of girls and boys forced into unwanted marriages, esgapes via

léuicide, or fleeing to big gitie's.99 However, even where familial

T

988ee the writings of P'an Kuang—Tan and Olga Lang as presented in
Marion Levy, Family Revolution, p. 315.

99The revolt against arranged marriages reached such a pitch that
the government was forced to set up houses for girls d1sowned by thelr -

¥



relations did not completel
husband and wife was cﬁanéi
with Ccompanionship etphasiz
consider#tion as individual

%

Women were not in thi

the movement for emancipati
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Y break down, the whole relationship betieen
. , ) ,
ng, as it became the core of the new family

ed for the new couple and wivesg gaining more

%

many cases young men led

S.

s fight alpne and

on. Youth of bd&gh sexes were beginning to

became so invol in the nationalistic move-

ments that they vowed to devote themselves entirely to their new nation

and to lead single lives,

a4 contribution to be made t

With thig attitude of 3 mission to‘fulfill &hd

0 China, many girls turned their attention t

¥y

acquiring a higher education and a profession. -

This laid the main emnhasis on educating the girl for her

future tasks as a wife
be her chief concern.

and mother, The womanly Virtues,would
But the new idea of training voung

women ‘to"'do more in the world of affairs than 1in the past had

already stirred me and

_others of similar outlook, I could not

and would not grow up in the traditional manner. T felt thit
I had a §pecial role of my own to play in this transitional-
period which had already begun, and the pProper education was
éssential preparation for’mrfuture work, The forces of the

families. For examples of rebelliong against arranged marriagés, see

Cusack, Chinege Women Speak
Girl. Tanslateq by Tsiu Ch

. .
v

»

; fsieh Ping-ying, Autobiography of g Chinese

and-Roxane Witke, "Mao Tse-tung, Women and Suicide", Marilyn B, Young,

Yomen in China (Ann Arbor:

University‘of'Michigan'PreSS,»1973&$~

———

1. (London: George Allen & Unwin Ltd., 1943);
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modern world drew me te them with an irreslstible power, and
nothing could stop me from attaining mv goal, 100

}
Mgfriages were delayed and even after marriage many of -these women con-

[y
\

tinued their careers and expec§ed a new relationship of respect and
equality with th21ir husbands and in-laws and new rights to prdperty,

divorce, and-monogamy.

DA v

Women found their social status rising and manv werg eager Jto take
advantage of the new opportunities. Their role in the new China was being
,recognizgd and the greatest impedimént to thgir progress was not usually
éhe.oppoéition of men but the conservative prejﬁdicés of their fellow

women. 'Nowhe;e was #this attitude mbre evident than in fhe question of

.

footbinding,

1 'The origins of the custom of footbinding are obscure. Eighth and

0

: : Co ®
ninth century paintings do not show T'ang women with bound feet and
p g

references to women engaging in auhletic‘events preclude footbinding.

The famous T' ang dvnaqtv consort Yang Kuei-fei had natural fegt "Evidence

poings to the custqm beginnfng at the end of the T' ang.dvnasty;or in

\

the decadesfprecedihg~thegsdng as an innovation of palace danceré which

--.-(.-04, .

gradually set the faéﬁion:{or the rest.of the empire., A popular account
refers to fhe-southern T"ang ruler Li Yu (ruled 961-975), who had a favor-
ite palace concubine, Lovely.Maiden, a gifted dahger.b He;had a.six—fooi

~high lotus cbﬁstructed f?f[hqr out of gold and. she was ordered tq-biﬁd

>

lOOMadame Wei Tao-ming [Soumay Tcheng]ﬂ)My Revolutlon&ry Yeg&s (NeW )
York: Charles Scribner's Soms, 1945), pp. 30-31, ;
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v

her feeﬁ with white sg}k cloth and dance‘;;>thekcentre of the lotus.101

Certaigly By the twelfth century, footbinding had become an accepted

custom and efforts were made to constrict the feet as.sma%} as possible.
¥

Also during the Sung/dynasty it became part of an "ideology of feminine
éuppreésion";o2 and the cult of feminine éhastity. The liberty adnd
iﬁtelleptual achievements of T'ang ladigs were no longer accepted bX‘Sung
khinkers who propagated the belief that”a woman‘of virtue séould be a
éonventional‘lady of little‘talen;. It was a.disadvantaée to aver-
educate women whosé proﬁer place was within the home, Sung philosophers,
such as Chu ﬁsi (1130-1200),. promoted footbind£n§ as a device to ehéure
the separa;?on of.the ;eXes, and wo’kn crippled by bound feet had té
remain in their apartménts thus énsuring their qhastity.103 This idea
» pfevailed.un 11 the nineteerith century>and was popularized in the saying:

-

Why must the foot be bound?
To prevent barbarous running around!l10%

1Olﬂﬁward S. Levy, Chinese Footbinding: .The History of a Curious
Erotic Custom (New York: Walton Rawls, Publisher, 1966), pp. 38-39.

102Ibid., P. 41. Levy refers to the story of Chao Chun-t'ai who

wanted to buy a concubine but disliked the one chosen by the go-between
‘because she did not have bound feet. A popular poetess' retort was:
Three-inch bowed shoes were non-existent in ages before,
The great Kuanyin had two bare feet for one to adore,
‘1 don't know where this custom began: . .
It must have been started by a despicable man! Ibid., p. 68.
103, o \ o a
- See Ibid., pp. 44~45 for Chu Hsi's actions in Fukien.

Wrpid., p. 41,

.
B
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As. the bound foot became a svmhol of ﬂentilitv,”even_thé;poérér
(O .- “
classes began to bind the feet of their daughters untijl it became accepted
that a man would not marrv a nat§r§i—Footed_girl. As bound:feet,hecame‘

the accepted fasHiion for "proper" girls, women themselves became its

s

gredtest sﬁpporgers, Although mochers.themséJQéé had gone throuéﬁ the
agony of footb1nding as young girls, they ghowed little svmpathv for
their daughterg who fought agalnet the custom, Conserva;ive families
accepted the saying; | |

1

If you care for a son, you don't go easy on his etudles, if
you care for a daughter, vou don' t? go easy on her footbinding,105

“During the Yuan aqﬁ Ming»dynasties Fheltiny fOOt\bgcgme a loye'
f?tish and it was.widely believed~that sexual attr#ctién o lﬁoﬁén feéﬁed
in the mystery éf their bound feet,'whiéﬁ wéré’almost never Paréd’tokvl;w.
Thus Chinese women continued to constriét Fhelr&feetiiﬁto‘ever émallef‘
sizes until the three inch "1ilv" became the ldeal.

Footbinding was a Chinese custom which the Manchus never.practiced ‘J

and their attempts to prohibit 1t in 1642, 1645, ]662, and 1664 a1l

>

failed. This indicated that footbinding would not be suppreqSed until the

Chinese themse]ves turned againqt 1t—van 1ngrained custom co d not be
eradicated through legislat:on alone public oninlon must also turn agalnst
it. Porelgn obsenxgrs in China had been appalled by footBindlng and
cr1t1c12ed Ch1na as belng barbarlc in ‘many of her qocial customs. - The

B
m1951onaries folloWed up this sentlmﬁnt by dlqcouraglng footbinding among

| _ ' , : ST ) o
el (T AR T S | , | : - /

. ] | B N
See Ibid., for examples of erotic literature from this period.

I
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converts to Christianity, by refusing admittance to theif_schodlé to

girls whose feet were bound and by forming the Antifootbinding Society in -

3

Amoy in 1874 under Mrs. Archibald Little. ,

'

However, the practice coulll not really be stopped until a growing
number of Chinese men took up the ca¢paign and formed societies pledging

themsglves not. to marry girls whose feet were boundf107 ' The missionaries
. 2 ' - '

were not the only group td oppose footbinding in the nineteenth century;
Li Ju-chen hadfattacked the practice in his novel as earl:\Eg\'SZS de-

scribing it-as‘degradinﬁf K'ang Yu-wei advocated abolition in Kwangtung

7’

¢ : R 0 " R . '
in 1882 and started,an Unbound Foot Association in Canton in 1894 and

\
later in Shanghai.l 8
¢

" favor of the abolition of footbinding and he led in the formation of a .

In the 1890's Liang Ch'i-ch'ao was writing in

‘Natural Feet Society in Changsha. - The agitation for its suppression grew ‘
o . s

§0 strong that in November 1897 the Chih-hsin pao in Macao reported that

footbinaing in Hﬁnan had in fact been prohibited.109 These "Natural Feet"
societies spreéd rapidly in fhe‘é&tieé but encountered much opposition in
- . ] : .

the villages. They held mass meetings énd‘published songs and tracts to

influence peasants, Finally‘the women themselves became iﬁvolved forming

»

107qu example, young men travelling to Peking met in Nanking and

discussed the desirability of education for women and sunpression of foot-
~binding. They organized themselves into a societ?‘oledging themselves to
marry their sons orly to natural-footed women and théir daughters ‘only
into families whose girls were allowed to grow up with natural feet,
Burton, Notable Women, pp. 130-131. ' - : '

3 . . N

}OSLgvy, Chinese Footbinding, p. 71..

\'. . ‘ .
109Lewis, "

The Reform Movementf, p. 71.

W



their feet--often as painful an experienoe.as the original binding.

" feet bound. By&l906 the original missionary Antifootbinding Society was

72
a society in Shanghai in 1895 to promote the suppression of footbinding
as part of a general movement for women's rights. Gradually powerful
officials and statesmen gave the natural feet movement their open support.
On February 1, 1902, the Empress Dowager passed an edict aimed at the
gradual suppression of the practice.
Also as the_customoof_footbinding amongst Chinese women 1is
injurious to health, the gentry and notables of Chinese
descent are commanded to earnestly exhort their families and
all who come under their influence to.abstain henceforth
from that evil practice and by these means gradually abolish
< the custom forever,l110-: .
As public opinion turned against footbinding, women began to unbind

111

But bound . feet were no longer an asset for marriage as natural-footedness

‘became a sign of modernity. Young students refused to atcept foot-bound

‘girls as'bridesvand young girls wanting education could not have their

¢

transferred to Chinese leadership and they continued the agitation. How~

¥
ever, it was not always easy to stop the custom as many women remained

inaccessible within their homes and the enforcem@ht of’official orders

<

against footbinding depended on the ability and devotion’ oT local offlcials

The - foot reform movement was most - successful in the cities" and larger

urban areas as‘the‘countrysideewas harder to reach’and there manv women

>

’

llOMeribeth' E. Cameron, Theiform Movement in China 1898 1912
(New York: Octago:/%od&sj The., 1963) p. 62. o )

‘111

Howard ﬂevv,-Chinese Footbindinga op. 217—21;§Pand‘f78—279.
} . LN . &
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‘ 112 } ‘
continued to bind their feet. Even within the cities, some conservative

families continued to bind the feet of their daughters. As with so many

‘ L]
other social movements the success was often‘Superficial.

, SUPERFICIALITY OF THE CHANGES®

-

To evaluate the changes wrought in the tragitional role of women
in China, one can start by loowlng at the statistics showing the number

of girls enrolled in schools,113 but this does not reflect the quality of

educatiﬁn they recei%ed nor the use to which thev put it upon leaving
school., It is even more difficult to léok at changes in marriage custom5~
and employment opportunities a; again statistics cannot refléct attitudes
and 3ubtle‘psychological”changés 15 individual women and their telations
with their families.' Education_opened neQ avenues fot many girls butAonly
a very small percentagé of China's_female DA ulatibn>was'abla tq take
advantage of it. Mode?ﬁAschools were aot readily availahle, especiallv

in rural areas, and fhe ‘lack of .qualified teachers anditextbooks limlted
their SuCceSS.\ Although ‘some néw employmaAt opportunities were also
available; these Weté greatly restricted. * Social and familial prassures

were-still great and usually tonservative,.so that many girls, even those

who had the advantages of an'educétion, often succumbed to the old

\

s

2Qee Ibid., p. 279 for exampleq There were reports that in the’
..1928 march: north, the Republican armyestill found footbound women in the
~vlillages. - . . " . . - ‘ -
« 113,
See Appendix IV for- statistlcq on the nUmber of girls.- enrolled
in schools in this perlod
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patterns. Economic independence brought greater respect for girls within

the families but their treatment still depended upon the highly personal

and variable attitudes of their husbandq” d in-laws, A modern girl
married into a more or less traditional family was at ‘a grave diqadvantage

after marriage as she tried“to adapt herself to the attitudes of her

‘father and mother -in-1law. 114 She had less escape than her young husband

as she was in daily contact with her in-laws and virtually dependent on

7

their approval. 1f her husband“was conservative as well the conflicts

- between them could be very serious and the young wife still had no recourse

to divorce. The traditional bride married to a modern young man was also

in a position of pressure as she could not understand her husband's new
ldeas so foreign to her traditional upbringing and she usually found

herself ignored bv her husband who sought his companionship elsewhere.115
"’

Faced with an unaccustomed freedom and the vagueness of the ideals

a

re
of the new society, many of the young girls went toI%xtremes. Women -

- ©° f

-attending mass meetings for the first time were, stifred tzﬁggl%%écal

. training were ag

) 114] A : - - ot
There were many examples of modern voung women unhappy in tra-
ditional  homes. Lin Yueh- hwa cites one, "So Shuchen, 1in her sphere

a perfectly competant young lady, well educated and well be ved could
not fit into thejérfe ‘of rhe Hwang family. Her different background and
st her, She had been happy when she and her husband |
had their little household in Yenping. But in the village a woman of -
delicate health and considerable education had no phace. The village knew
only women with g$trong bodies who could wdrk hard} cook, follow the -
pattern of traditional 1ife,. and bring up many children«' Lin Yueh hwa,

. The Golden Wing (New York: Oxford University Press, 1947), P. 120

115See the stories by Pearl S. \Buck ”The First Wife", Asia and
the Americas, XXXI-(1931), pp. 747, 753 803-806; and "A Chinese Woman

.Speaks", Asia and the Americas, XXVI (1926), pp. 304-310, 356-357, 413/
419, 444, 446, §3i8 450-452.

-
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. o .
ﬁervor over questions of building railwavs, constitutional govermment,

and anti—opiu% campalgns. National needs continued to supercede personal
e Al . . ‘
desires, but young girls caught up in modernization became followers of

s .

fads in Western food, dress, and speech. Even basic changes such as the

appearance of Chinese girls in public involved serious social readjust-
? ! . » :
‘ments in a country where social intercourse between unmarried men and
' :

women had been virtually unknown. And, young people were impatient and

D

- -

in their haste to bring about changes were not always careful in their
selection of new ideas or lacked understanding about the implicatiqns of
such a vést social transformation. For China, thfs early transitional
perliod was often fraught wiéh tragedy and violent confroﬁtations for all

people involved.
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CHAPTER TV
\\ THE RADICAL STUDENT MOVEMENT

=

t*mes heterogeneous systems of thought: that fitt

intellectual, emotional, and political needs.l1T6

Following the Sino-Japanese war, many Chinese

N

ed immediate

intellectuals had

&
embarked on a search for new ideas, values, and techniques which would

-

allow China to compete in ga rapidly changing Y@rld of

However, thisg search for new ideas brought with 1t a

. <
China's modernizers--how to adopt the modernlﬁgtribut
. e

-

modern nations,
dilemma fof all of

es of the Western

world without losing the essence of China's own,cultute. All of these

Y

. innovators retained ties, in a3 greater or lesser degree, to their nation(s,

unique history ‘and culture; and the prédominépt quest

. N i
. A
modernize without destroying their‘country's dhn‘char

Liang Ch'i<ch'ao espressed their concern, 42?

A nation has 1tg character as an individual has
To lose one's character is to loge one's essence
true of a'nacion-ijecause of their distinctive
nations develop separate existences. Without it
a nation cannot begin to exist. If the characte
tablished natfon remains unfulfilled, that natio
weak. When a nation loses its character because
change, it perishes, 117 = : b

B

l6Mauricé.Mei§nef,“Li#Ta—ChaO and the Origins

v

ion was how to

acter. For as

his. ... . .:

. Tyé:;ame is
characters,

S own éharacter,
r of an es-

n will remain’
of radic4T .

(Cambridge, Mass:: Harvard University Press, 1967),

17.Liang Ch'i—ch'ao,,“Kup*hsing lun" (On Natio
Chinese-PoliticalvThought An the Twentieth Century (G
York: .Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1971), pp. 36-37.

3
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‘of Chinese Marxism
p. 20, '

nal Character),-Tan,
arden City, New.
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his search for a Chinese identity led K'ang Yu-wel .and ather

early reforners\into thebstudy of Confucianism through the Chinese
Classic&’g:o a reinterpretation of Chinese history. It led to a movement
for governmental and Institutional reform within the traditionaldsocietn,
but as the younger intellectuals broadened their contacts withithe West

and 1its philosophies, a new modern Chinese nationalism118 developed in

response to the introduction of many elements of modern Western culture.
L

Intellectual leaders like Yen Fu, ~Liang Cch' i-ch ao, and later Sun Yat-sen

began a selective borrowing of particular ideas from many different
r~

Western JapaneSe, and classical Chinese sources, These\idéas were often N

-

&sed for purposes far removed from ‘their original premises Many in-

flEEEEEEl;uxélers like Liang had only a superficial knowledge of Western

philosophies, and relying heavilv on Japanese translationé’and their owm

-

limited_undenstanding of the West they often failed to appreciete the -
: subtletieg of what they preached Many Western theories were distorted,

consciQusly or unconsciouslv, while passing through several franslators.

This was papticularly\true of supposedly all- inclusivé do s, such as

.

social Darwinism and "scientiimﬁ.; ¢ -

’
. ¥ .
» ' - .
- .

~

118

N Schwartz, In Search of Wealth and Power, p. 19, describes

v modern nationalism "Where the commitment to the preservation and advance~
ment of the societal entity known as the nation takes priority over com-~
mitment to all other values and beliefs, where other values and beliefs .
are judged in terms- of their r%levance to this end rather than vice versa, .
nationalism in a precise sense 1s alréady on the scene." Although pride
in the "national past" is often an important part of this nationalism,
~“the nationalist Picks and chooses from the past without a commitment to
the't%tal belief system, . . . , :

v .
g ; . _ . 04 ‘

° : v‘ . . )
% RO T | \
» ~ ! .




\\

78
Social Darwinism had a virtually universal appeal to the younger

generations in China at the turn of the century. TIts initial popularity

may have stemmed from the ease by which its slogans could be applied to
the situation in which China found herself in relation to the other

r
countries{ This theory of historical development corresponded to the

runhappy experiences of nineteenth century China and. offered a plausible

Bl N

Yeason for her deckine. More importantly, it alsq showed the way out of

.
¥

her dilemma by making it possible for China alséd ;o progress. Evolution-
ism was first.preached by Ma Chun-wu through his ﬁganslations of Darwin's
‘ ¢
The Origin of Species and The Descent of Man, as well as works by Spencer

and Haeckel, 119

Yen Fu then captured the imagination of China's ¥
!

intélligentsia with his more elaborate studies of wealth and power and -

‘evolutionism, ‘

N

‘TTke many other literati, Yen Fu was  interested in discovering

the secrets of Western military, economic and political power- but unlike
@ S ‘
the others, he was also interested in what Weste%n thinkers had*wiitten

about these matters. Unlike his predecessors who looked only at
technological and’ miliﬁsry improvements, Yen began the study of Western

thought. Through his translations of Thomas Huxley's Evolution and

e

. Ethics, Herbert Spencét s The Study of Sociology, John Stuart Mi11' s

N " t

On Libertx and §ystem of Logic -Adam Qmith 's Wealth of Nations,

:'1190‘ J. Briere, Fifty Years- of Chinese Philosophy, 1898 1948,
Translated by Laurence G. ‘Thompsoh, (New York: Frederick\é Prae@er
Publishers, 1965), p. 20. »

N ! . . ¢
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Montesquieu's L'Esprit des lois, and E. Jenk's History of Politics, Yen

was attempting to discover the essential differences between western and

{

Chinese civilizations and to interest theﬂnew elite in these ideas

>~ Yen had been drawn to the ideas of evolution and the social appli-*
t .

& cation of the struggle for survival during his stay in England. At a
- .

time when the theories of Darwin, Huxley, and Spencer were shaking the
b ‘intellectual world of Eu;ppe Yen was attracted to social Darwinism be-
i cause o} its emphasis on the’ power of the 1nd1vidu1% and nation in a. com-
petitive world system. Searchiny for the sources of Western wealth and
. i power, Yen stressed ?he'différing Westerqfand Chinese attitudes ;oqard'
. ’human energy--for as the West exalted action, assertiveness struggle

« and dynamism,~€h{na stressed pasgivity, balance, and s&ability

With his translstion,of.Huxley's Evolution and Ethics in 1898, Yen

4§nttoduced the t@rminology of evolytion into China. By 1902 his transla-

tion had become famous and expressions such as "struggle for existence",

v

"

"natural selection", and "survival of the fitrtest! were current im con-.

temporary publications discussfng the political problems of China.

*
-

Witﬁin a few years of its publication Evolution and Ethics
gained widespread popularity throughout the countrv, and
even became reading matter for middle school students. Ver
few who read the book could understand fhhe significance" q;ﬁ
Huxlev's contribution to scientific and intellectual history. '
What they did understand was the signfficance of such phrases
as 'the strong @re victorious and the weqt perish' [yu sheng
lieh-pai] as they applied to international politicsit. . .
* Within a few years these ideas spread like a prairie fige,
setting ablaze the hearts, and blopd of many young people.
:Technical terms-like 'evolution' [t'ao-t'ai] and 'natural
selection' [t un- tse] ‘became common in journalistic prose, BRI
\\ - and slogans on the lips of Datriotic young heroes 120 i

i

»
s

‘ A
120

: ' E ’ -
Hu $hih, A _Seif-Account at Forty, pp. 49-50 quoted in Jerome
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From evolutionism, Yen accepted the concepts of competition; But
unlike many others of his generation, he did not blame imperialism for
China's weakness. Her weakness stemmed’ from her own unfitness rather
than from the depredations of the West. 1In okder to assume her position
in a competitive world Chin?'must reevaluate ner own concepts. Whereas
theAphinese had always stressed order,.stability, and social harmony;
westerners believed in the benefits accruing from struggle and competi-
tigg. And, it was this competition whicn furthered fitness by bringing
out the potential abilities of each individual: Thus, competition and
struggle were the keys to progress. ‘ ]
| The Western nations were strong because tney,allowed their indi-.
vidual members to utilize fully their innate_abi&itieé}.tnue,kfulfilling_

the needs of society and huilding np-the.nation's wealth and power. Yen
: » 4 /\/
" had great praise for this'public spirit' as he perceived it in England

To Yen the miracle of the West lay in its ability to promote the ‘con-

structive sehf—interest of the individual, to release individual energies

and yet harness these energies for collective poals._ Unlike China, the

: people had identified their own_interests with the interest of the nation~’
121 u4

state. . Therefore, Yen t ned his attention to qtrengthening the

: physical intellectual, and. moral power of ‘the Chinese people. He

‘0

attacked the curse of opium and the practice of footbinding while stresqing
Q¥ L : S ¢
1%

. ' S
B. Grieder Hu Shih and the Chinese Renaissance (Cambridge Mass.. Harvard
University Press, 1970) pp. 26-27. . , <

*

121Schwartz, In Search of Wealth and Power; p. 70. ‘




v1Va1 of the Chinese nation. Chinese values, institutions and ideas were

~

\

judged by this one criterion alone~—wou1d they preserve. and strengthen the

nation-state? Nothing was sacred 1if ¢ impeded China's growth However,

example while accepting filial piety as .a sotial discipline he could

attack other facetg of the family System, such as the subjugation of women

Chinese state. o . : - o7 A e i ‘ <Y

Howevet, through hisg study of evolution Yen rejected revolution

and thus by. 1906 was largely left behind by China s youth . Yeﬁ'saw the

*
evolution of the human race as a long, slow, cumulative process 4nd did

-

not believe that the general will of ‘an uneducafed people alone would»r

P \

enable the nation to skip any stages. These people must be guideg by an

educated elite towatds'enlightenment and self—government;“therefore; Yen

[ -

more radical students were moving towards revolution. R .

: ) From Their study of Western writings other*Chinese scholars
1 -
developed a respect. for nmpartial or scientific truth Which in its more
e S |
“2Ib1d;, p. 86 7 '
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; (New Haven’--Yale Universitv Press 1965), p. 21.-
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radical form, "scientism", *” became a whole new value Ssvstem to replace

'

Confocienism. Basic to this theory was the assumption that science was
-

ultimately good and- that the scientific method was the only way to find
truth and~knowledge. Therefore "scientism" tended to sStand against any

\

thing that could not be verified and was highly critical of religion and
popular beliefs. And-yet, for its more emotional adherents "scientism"

became almost a religiouq substitute. -Although ”scientism did not
p
really flower in China until]l after the revolution the beginnings of its

, H

dogmatism were evident in the Chinese approach to evdlution in which the

<
-Darwinian h ygothesis of natural selection became the law of organic

o
evolution.lZA' Although social Darwinlsm was a Edropean development

v1rtually all Chinese intellectuals who admired Western civilization
accepted its premises. }J K ",x' ” - N '

g “ ! a ) . .
Chinese conditions at the beginning of 'the. twentieth century made

S Ly

the applica;ion of‘Western science virtually impossible' but perhaps, as.

x, “, I3 L
R &

Kwok suggests China s very technologﬁcal weakness nurtured an idealistic

-enthusiasm for 3cience as a theory. with mscientism assuming that all ,

- - . A
g N

‘ aspects of th universe were knowable through the methods of science,4many

.8 began to_use acience to discredit and replace traditional

. 1 c'«
A » . -

il el {

‘123 o

Kwdk defineq g ntism as "the view which places all)realitv :i

within a natural order\and deems all aspects of this order, be they .
biological, social, phvsical, or psychological, to be knowable .only
methods of . science: D. W. Y. Kwok, Scientism in Chinese Though $ .

£ ’ ,A‘ SR S ' .

e
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‘'values. Unfortunately, !

v —

qc1ent13m also involved a tendencv

83"

to use the

respectability of s;ﬁgnce in areas having little bearing on science

itself-.125

KO

Fa

However, these problems of searching for new values were hardly

considered by the majdr

more‘radical,students,

‘more interested in over

what should replace it,
prospect of -a general d

moderniZation had repls

o a4 v

1ty of reformers and revolutionaries.12

action took)precedence over .theory and

throw1ng the Ch' ing dynasty than in pl

For the

they were .

anning for

09

‘With the Chinese press viv1d1y nicturing the

ismemberment of China, the urgent need

ced the questioning of iis relevancy.

students blamgd their own gov&rnment for Chlna s nrecarious p

°

to its inadequacies in

. O
17

e 125y

e

l?QThe differenc
blhrred HUring this ear
ultimate .goals ‘for Chin
‘reformers were 5illfhg

tionarieswwanted to ove
-change. Within~ tradition
depant from China' &87tra

o Following Mary Rankin s

seriously devoting muc
throw the government.

lnvolved than the radic
Rankin Early Chinese R

_~-i"id.,'ﬁp; QA?

L . - J

-

diplomacy and defencem Manchu support
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es. tween reformérs and revqlutionari
Iy Period.” The basic, differences Mre
a but in’ the ways to achieve these goa

to workwainder thq dyniasty, whered. the¥revolu- L
ne

Tthrowwthe Manchus; the: reformers ge

whereas the’ revolution&:ies ‘were more, Qilling to
ditigns Howeyer theseQdistinctions were: Hot .
always clear’and many in red'¢ ' ffe

for N
Most of the
osition due

Pt

Of the } [N

eé yere aoften

onot
ls.“ The

soughf

de?inition :radiéels'generallv;desired sweepfhg5

iOnafies5Jater Wprkegatb.establisﬁ"a T

€, but were not alwa¥s, intellectuals.‘

embers ofjs’}evolgpiOnary party ‘or grou
h-of theirftime‘go”partyfwork.and plot:
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Boxer movement had only discredited the government and students accepted

the premise that onlyﬁtheir overthrowal would save China. The 1904=1905

-~

Russo—Japanese war, which was fought on and for Chinese territory while
the Chinese government did nothing, only intensified feelings against

the Manchus. Belated Ch'ing efforts at reform were often looked upon as

L]

a further sign of weakness and could never satiSfy the increasing}y'radical

student population., * . '

‘The Chiinese press had begun to play an important role in the growth
of -Chinese political agitation as hoth reformers and revolutionaries used

7t to appeal to the literate public' to support their ‘Programs. Even before

¥ ‘ N
the coup of 1898, the reformers had founded periodicals to keep the

people well informed about doﬂ.‘tic and foreign events _ Liang Ch‘i—ch ao’
raised journalism to a new preeminence ‘as an educating medium to introduce

a more modern outlook on national affairs: Concentrating on the pressing

need to awaken the Chinese people to, anﬂswareness of their duties to g
'thei; nation, Liang and dthers attemnted to gain their support for
’mgdernization and stir them to a neﬁ!;ense of nationalism. ‘ | ' '

. , ) )

ChinTse nationalism was not simply an outgrowth of the 18947IB95
‘ war with Japan. Even earlier/contacts bftween a small number of thought—

7_fu1 Chihese and Westerners hgd brought a. rfew viéion of the world beyond

.China. Men 1ike ‘Yen Fu had begun to- studv the. bases of Western wealth
LR , ‘

:~f”and power, and theré had been a complementary growth of the idea of a
cohesive national unity based on the shariﬁg of interests and goals :
o . o * t . -

between ruler and ruled This was the beginning of the acceptance of the -4 -

-

s

idea of 4'tut10nal monarchy as a meﬁhod to bridge the gap between the C

s . . : i
‘ v . .
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monarch and hig subjects and. to release the collective energy of the

127

populace. Thus, following Meiji Japan s model, - China would regain her

rightful position among the nations of the world, Nationalism was the

- 2 4

'key and Liang Ch'i-ch'ao 1ts most" effective advocate. ~J

Few writers at the turn of 'the century- exerted a greater :
Jdnfluence on the- *Chinese than Liang Ch'i-ch'ao (1873-1929) . e

‘He turned his breadth of view and grasp of issues to a great

variety of subjects, including philosophy, literature, history, .,

'Western thOught, and Oriental relipions, but hisg main concern

was’with Politics and economics, He wrote with eloauence and

emotion, mingling brilliant images and homely examples literary
allusions and flery arguments; and while some of his’ contem-,
_poraries may not have agreed with him, they all read him gerlv.lzgr

When Liang atrived in Japan in 1898 he immediatelv resumed maga,ine

%ublication——the Ch'ing-i pao (Puh]iq;;pinion) from 1898 to 1902 which

contained some of Liang's most revolutionary statements, andlthe Hsin-min

the qnestions of nationalism and revolution Sy

Liang's debates with Sun Yat—gen and the revolutionists. There .can’ be

o doubt. that Liang was the foremggt publicist of- this period and that

his ‘ideas were the ones which fitst awakened manv Chinese students to

ERH

RS .' . . : : -K‘
D .

« +, » when we were young; we, studied the eight legged eSSav

and the orthodox old léarning, Qften we disdained those
scholars and officials who studied European languages and ' )
talked about the new learning. e Only later when ve nead ¥

&
&

< . ) ¢ » . R . .
. . , ‘ ,’ - ' .

See Paul A. Cohen Wang Tdo and Incipient Chinese Nationalism"

Journal of‘Asian Studies, XXVI 4 CAugust 1367), PP, 561-567, for the:

. development of this Early Chinese nationa&ism‘based on_ indiy idual eontacts
w1th Euq%Peans and thé’ rapid growth of’ llterature on the W in the 1890}5;

”128Chester 8 Tan Chinese Political Thought k}d. i h»hh = ’hd

¥

v . S - ) .
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ang Yu~wei and his student Liang Ch'i- ch ao's writings, did

we suddenly realize that foreign political principles,

religions and learning had much to offer. . . . The fact

that we today have some_knowledge of the world is entirely

the gift of Mr. K'ang and Mr. Liang. . . . Subsequently

Mr. Liang taught while we learned, and contributed much to
_ our people.129 . e ‘ )

Because Liang never learnéd ag:isyern language, his intFoduction

. N .
to’Western.thought:was.largely through ‘the medium of Japanese transla- A

tions and his contacts with Japanese intellectuals. 'His idefsjwere a ”/)

result of an interaction between his Confucian ideag and Westert ideas

. . ’ of . : . .
that had.héen filtered through.Japanese selection afyd interpnetation.130

T,
\.

. . Lo N . - . .
Therefore, many of Liang's ideas-shdﬁedqa distortion of Western concepts Y

based partially on his lack of knowledge of the ‘West and secondly on his
subconscious or conscious attempt to mold these ideas to fit the Chinese "
situation. However, Liang's gontribution to modern Chinese intellectual.% _
thought should\not be dispissed because of these flaws]as his insight *

o l

into Western philosophies, and more importantly, his abilﬁtv to communi-
e
cate these ideas to China § students played a.vital role- “in subsequentw
’ : R
deveIOpments . : o N o < t.,y:

Liang saw himself in a trans&tional period and»felt it to be his - © .

duty ‘to bting as, many new ideas yoeéhdnafﬁp”possible. The ideas might

conflict and Liang might chgﬁge hisjpositidh on basic issues, butswhat

iy . ¥ N
. B : If.- R Y 1Y [ ;
NS . . L - : .
. 4 , . o " _‘ PR o A <. *
. g T ElE . . . [ . .
P . - -

“ Quoting Ch en. Tu—hsiu in Huang, Liang Ch i-ch' ao, p 7. Also,
Mao Tse-tung talks sf w°rshipping K'ang and Liang wheﬁ?he was sixteen and
rereading Liang 8’ essays to learn them bx heart. 2 :

5 A . - ' ¢

v ’ o ) " R ] . 3 - . _‘ ". o -..
.,,,f-»»wvlf?QIb.id_.‘,_p. 9. . R DA
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was important to Liang was to make theqe ideas avallfble to the new

scholarly elite of China. Liang looKed at the question of revolution and

1

introduced.Rousseau to China's students; - He wrote biographies of Cavour

and Mazzini and studied Italian;unifieatdon. For several years Liang

was engrossed in the theories of social Darwinism and united these

>

theqries nith his'concept\of nationalism. Liang §%w nationalism as being
fostered by the establishment of constitutional and representative gov-
ernment. It was popular participation in government which gave the

people a seﬁs@ of common identity witnuthe natiOn-—a quality the Chinese

‘people lacked. Following Yen Fu's studies of wealth and power, Liang also

> N )

saw the power of Western nations as based on the combined energies of

individuals motivated bv competition ‘and personal liberty. -He looked at
o England and saw a powerful nation because of her representative institu-. ’-

~

tions' he saw how Meiji Tapan had modernized successfully by adopting a .

constitution and representative institutions. The conclusion was' obvious

e

liberty" and a new morality would foster the growth of. energetic indi-
viduals who Wwould in turn assure . the modegnization and power of. the

’

Chinese nation.l3-1 ST v e .
' @ A —
.?(rough the pages of the Hsin—min ts ung-pao, Liang advocated the

-

development of a new Chinese man and a synthesis of Ghe old and new. which

. ‘
included a reevaluation of China .8 traditional culture and the critical N
Pl ) N \

adaptation of certain elements of Western culture Llang s "new c1tlzen _ % ,

idea was based partially on his Confuc1an stress of morality an& the‘

. ¥ - . .
. N . i

4 3 . ) : . S : .

131H§ang, Lfang Ch'i-chfao,'pn..76;77: v‘\;
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importance of the attitulles of men, and secondly, on the Yen Fu idea that
@

an aw;iened citizenry would generate the necessary @ y, for national

-
pdwer. Liang's basic assumption was that any program of \change must begin
with the modernization of attitudes and values of the peo le;132 These
ideas were brought together in 1903 in a series of essays\on the '"new

- peOple , in which Liang criticized the slavishvcharacter" of the Chinese

people who hhd unquestioningly accepted the thought of the ancients and

-

4 "

,’*;b dictdtes of custom and waited for change, to be initiated by ‘a benevo—
ent ruler instead of developing their own independ nt-thought and intro-
Vfﬁz

ducing change themselves. Liang wrote to arouse "new citizen towards

<~ an understanding that his 'nation's interests were also his{own‘ Liang's'

iﬁeas on, the 'new citizen were accepted by everyone from constitutionalist

It
. \ .
to revolutionist and one side effect was in the ' mushrooming of newipapers

4

' after 1900 as everyone attempted to influence this new public opinion. . -
. 4 AsT Liang was the starting point for many of the ideas accepti: by

133 he also came very close to joining them in the fight

Ty

the revolutionaries

againé?“the tottering Manchu- dynasty Liang's revolutionary statements
|

went back as far as 1897 wgen as.a lecturer. at’ the Academy of Current 2
’ ~.
Affairs in Hunan he had called .for min~chuan ("poli%ical authority for

L] -

1-321bid.,,p.<.'l62°: R o e
o a3 | N . <
e As. Schiffrin declares "'Sun claimed to' "be p&actlcing revolution*\
Liang actually taught revo]ution Sun. himi)ﬂf for all his research in
London's libraries, had much . to learn about natjonalism, democracy and.:
.socialism from his reformist rival." Harold 7. Schiffrin, Sun Yat-sep
and_the Origins of the Chinese Révolution (Berkeley & LQS ‘Angeles:
University -of California Press, 1968); p. 162. - - A

LN e T
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<t

‘the people") and had aroused anti-Manchu feelings by distributing pamphlets

like Ten Days Sacking of Yang Chou, which purported to be a record of

Manchu brutalities in that citv in 1645. In Japan, he continued to*ievel

e

scathing attacks on the Manchus; at first, directing his attack against

the Empress Dowager and her followers who had imﬁrisoned'the Kuang-hsu_}
- . N ’ b

Emperor, but later attacldng the whole Ch'ing court. He came in contact °

with Sun Yat-sen and other revolutlonists and even joined with other dis-

’

{1lusioned reformists in urging K'ang Yu-wei td'retire Liang was also

tuilding up a perqonal following among his former students from Hunan and

the more radical elements in K'ang's group, and it was this group which /%
L S .

Begaﬁ plotting an armed'ubfiéing in 1900 to reStp}e'the Emperb; to the
. 1 - ’ ')
134 . ' o

’ rone.
< /tﬁnk P ¢ e &
. After the fallure of the l900 uprising led by T ang Ts'ai-ch'ang,
/

Liang became 1ncreasingly radical 1n‘his_atta%&e—on thekyanchu government.

-
= n

The Boxefsfiasco Liang blamed on the .stupidity of the Ch'ing eoﬁrf; and

b . . ' . \

he was humiliated by the foreign invfsion. He did not believe: that the -
court was sincere in its professed desire to 1ntroducetreformq, and out

of his despair ﬁJang adVOcated the "destructidn of the Manchus" who were

too decadent and hopeless to lead China s reform.13?' Hperefore, Liang's

~ -

o
%

134For details of this rebellion, see Edmund S. K. Fung, "The
T'ang Ts'ai-ch'ang Revqlt”, Papers on Far Easteérn History, I (March, l970)
pp. 70-114; “and E. Joan Smythe, "'The Tzu=11 Hui: Some Chinese and Their .
Rebellion”, Papers on Ehina XI1I ;December 1958), pp. Sl- 68. .

L4

4 i -

.13 "Destruction" was a commonly used word and did not necessarily
mean a violent revolution to Liang. However, Liang s radicalism-in thls
- period ‘was to have a profouad'effect on .the young studénts.‘ Schiffign

/ Sun Yat -sen, p. 162 S - .-
’ e |

’
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emphasis on nationalism during these vears included an'anti—Manchu\senti~

ment. For;a national state to develop, the Chinese must first develop a

, national or racial oonsciousness 1nv8ﬁving loyalty to the state rather
than loyaity to the ruling dynasty; ang this nag%ongmust be built on the
samé language,icustoms, thought, and lepal systems. Therefore, Liangeir
sawfraoial consclousness as a way to unite the Chineae'peoole and give the ‘
countty intenbal strength. He was also inadvertently laying'the ground—

- L]

work for the acceptance of Sun's more radical anti-Manchuism.

v During this period when Liang was still undecided about the merits o

of revolution, he came in contact with'Sun Yat-sen, who was also residing
in Japan and expressed an interest in uniting with K'ang and Liang.

. o . <
Although K'ang refused even to meet with Sun Liang did see him several

times in 1899 and there were a few months when it looked as 1if Liang was

moving towards the revolutionary camp. However,‘K'ang and bﬂéic differenoes

-

between Liang and Sun soon intervened‘ T K! ang strongly disapproved of any

*

»\x\\connection with Sun and Liang spent the next two years recru ting mem—‘

e

'bers for the Pao—huang hui, often to Sun's detriment. Foliowing Liang s

o succésses in Amekica in"1903," . Sun publicly declared that Lkang was the

enemy of the revolutlonary movement 136 However Liang had alreadv begun

to draw back from his earlier radical stands to‘\ﬁopt a’.‘~'1.oderate.

.

~approach with a constitutional monarchy cited as the id-c,ﬁ~ﬁ

Hig 1903 tr1p to America Seemed to be a turning point in his

. areer and

o

any further collaboratlon w1th Sun became .an’ imp0351b111tv The Jefofmist?

S 3 “ v ‘
5 - | \ - \ -

' 136Chang, Llang Ch'i-ch'ao (1873- -1929): A Political Study”
Ph.D. “thesis. University of Alberta 1971, p 94,

¢ L
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and revolutionist camps had irretricvably parted. v
N Although [Lfang had toved with revolutionarv ideas, he had consis-
. J . -

hd - . : . N :
tently held to the belief that a ration was dependent on an active. and

\

“nationalisttc citizenrv., After 1903, h: felt tiie it would.@@ké n tong
L

time to develop this "new citizedrv” in China and that the steadving
| P \ ' .
influence of a constitutional monarchy was essential. To Liang, the form
«f government , whether republican or monarchical, had alwavs been of
secondarw Importance as long as it allowed actin\{irticipat;gn bv his
~ L e N

"new citizens'. Sun could not accept this as the anti-Manchu revolution

-was the core of his program and republidan governﬁent po#trayed as the |

R t ' s

: 1 4 . i - N

, e 137 & ' ot

panacea to all China’s i1ls. ! N J s
~ y “ . © . . h /,'

Liang had been willing to look at, the idéas of %evolution but

N

after 1903 he had ¢oncluded that it,was incompatible with the salvation
E)

- ~

‘of his nation. He had aiwéys seen his newspaper as a'guide for the -

people and had-no qqalhs about- changing his stand in response to the needs

-
.

of the time uﬁ,he saw_thém; However, tﬁis approach, which often apneared
contradictory and opportunistic, now cost Liang some of his student sup-
port as the students were iookiﬁg for more simplistic, straight-forward
answers. By 1905,'Liang héd'ideétified hirSelf with the forces of

orderly reform; whereas the majoritv of the activist students in Japan

°

"and China had moved on to revolutior™nd thus to support for Sun.
Inevitably Liang Ch'i-ch'ao's behavior affected the political
fortunes of Sun Yat-sen. Although Sun did not realize, 1t vet,
he was attacking a position that Liang had already vacated.

7Huang, Liang Ch'i-ch'ao, p. 9}23

e
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In fact, it wvas Lfhng's voluntary abdication rather than
Sun's attacks vhich cleared” the wav for Sun's rise .as the
spokesman for uncondifional revolution.138

Thus, Sun was able to unite the students under the banne¢ &f the T'ung-meng

hui. 1 '

-

During the first five vears of Sun's revolutionarv career (1894-

1900), his influence was restricted to Kwangtung province and a few, over-

A

svas Chinese. Unlike the reform movement led by K'ang Yu-wei, which had

a tremendous impact on the nation, the revolutionary movement was hardly
. . . 189 . . Lo

noticed by ‘the people of the time. § When qu had formed his firse

organization in Hawail on Novemher 24, 1894, he was onlv able to recruit
A ¥ .

twenty members because of political apathy and a fear of reprisals to

families remafning in China. The Hsing-chung hui had only one hundred

~

members at the time of the Canton uprising in October 1895. And even
within the organization's regu]afions, there was no anti-dvnastic purpose

revealed in the slogan "revive China". AlthoughiSun's real intention was
’ il ,

. .
to gain support for armed revolt against the Manchu government' and intimate

v

fdliowvers accepted this aim, the majoritv of the members knew only the
purpose of strengthening China and opposing foreign aggression. There

: . ' 40
was no compitment to establish a republican form of government.

During the yeafs 1900 to 1905, Sun gained the undisputed leadership

&

8Schiffrin, sun _Yat-sen, p. 324.

139Hsueh Chun~tﬁ, Huanp Hsing and the Chinese Revoiution (Stanford,
. California: Stanford University Press, 1961), p. 33.

OSchiffrin, Sun_Yat-sen, pp. 41-42.
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of the Hsing~chung Hui and gvcn’t most of his time travelling. 1t «as dQur-
a

ing this period thig there a tremendous growth of anti-Manchu sentv-

ment among the Chinesge students, However, it was a Spontaneous movement

and Sun had little contact with the students who generally regarded him

as uncultured and illiterate--a "tough guy" or "romantic thief". Or, as

Wu Chih-hui expressed ita,
’ ‘ .
<< I'did not like Sun Yat-sen at first bgiause he was not of
the literati nor did he hold anv degree under the~old civil
service examinations. Besides, I suspected him of being
f1literate, 141

In 1903, Sun made the first major revision %n the Hsing-chungy hui
cath by declaring for the establishment of 3 republic.  Sun was more than
willing to admit that his ideas came from the West: he saw Ching adobting

~democracy and republicanism to "follow the world currents'. He used

democracyv and republicanism intefchangeably for in his mind the ultimate

4
~ t

goal of the revolution was democracy and the best way of attaining it was
§1der a republican government. Discounting Liang's contention that the
(e

Chinese people did not possess the necessarv qualifications for citizen-

. ship in a republic, Sun asserted that the "naturally endowed democratic‘
/&

¥

zgglity” of Epe Chinese people was éhown_;h50ugh their capacity for
village self-rule. Sun reiterated hig preference for a republic by
stating . at: (1) g4 republic was the most advénced form in the'West and
thus should be adopted by China to speed her modernization; (2) constitu-
.tional monarchy did not s;it the Chinese situationvbécause China had had

an absolute monarchy for so long that the throne would onlv serve as a
‘ o /

141 A . .
14 Hsuyeh Huang Hsihg, p. 36. B
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focdus for personal ambition: and (3) ‘a constitutional monarchy was

-impossible under the Manchus because of racial differences and their

N

ositlon as a minoritv with spectal status and powers.
p \ | SP p

In 1904, Sun went overseas to rebuiid nis organizations and attack
4 T .
. LY
LLiang and the reformiyt contention that the deficiengy of self-governing

—~

v .
experience made a cq\ftitutional wors: hv more suitable for China thah a

.

republic. In Japan Liang was cautic: .p the students against . ''rash

-

action" and "destruction' and went so far as to publish an ‘advertisement
' hY

in his own paper stating that he wculd never again advogate revolution and
' ~

142 . .
that he rejected republicanism,. LLiang returned to social Darwinism

stating that nations which were united and fit would survive while those
e N ‘
torn by internal strife would be destroyed: stroag ruler was necessarv

for national survival and to maintain domestic anquility during the

o

transitional phase when the people were being edu ated for republican

“/égvernment. This new theory brought Liang into irect confrontation with

L4

Sun's idea of republicanism as the great panacea.

Liang's first concern had always been for the sovereignty and

[

survival of the Chinese nation and he feared that internal disorders would

be used as a pretext for intervention by the foreign powers. He rejected

N -

42 '
Chang, "Liang Ch'i-ch'ao", p. 88.

143 Min-pab writers, Wang Ching-wei, Hu Han- mln,,and Chang Ping- lin,
won Chinese student support with the thesis that China could catch up
with and surpass the West by a speedy revolution. Sun used the ancient
phrase ''make one all-out effort and be forever after at ease". His "men
of determination' could provlde strong leadership and thus speed up fhe
process of modernlzatlon. airbdnk East Asiay p. 638
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survival of Chin
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- against the Manchus, T would certainl

However, Liang found #t incr
pbpulaﬁion and Sun was succes

themes. With the dg

fusing the objectives of
rManchus. He wanted to drive the
extinquish them as a race.

Ts'ai Yuan-p'ei stressed tha

‘ s 95

*

: . . i T
the anti-Manchu movement as only widening the divisions in China

(ind_,'

weakening the state. However, at Liang had forgotten;f

this did not mean th

.

his stfong resentment against the Manchus but only that he felt that the

<

4 wWas more important. - ) , )
~ ~

I have no affection for the Manchus._DWhenever I read the

'"Ten Davs in Yang-chow' and the "Massacre of the City of
Chia-ting' bv the Manchu conquerors, mv_eyes overflow with
warm tears. Therefore, several* vears ago, \ advoca¥ed _
anti-Manchuism: aven though my teacher and friends repri- T
maﬁded me evervday, I refused to change my mind. Even today,

my feeling 1s still the same. t. ., . If there 1s a wav which

can save the nation and at the same time help us.to take revenge

y be delighted to foltow
two, the sav&ng of the nation and
To take revenge it is hecessary‘
and a violent revolution must
f the nation. ., ., . I prefer
nchu regime rather than to

N Unfortunately, the
' the revenge, are incompatible.

e?singly difficult'to convince the student

sful in linking the republican and racial

ath of the Kuang~hsu emperor in Novembeéer 1908, the

) i - (
form movement suffered a serious blow, but Manchy failiqSS had already

akened Liang's case for continuing their rule,

After thd formatton of

e'T'ung—meng hui, manv Chinese students in Tokyo deserted t

he Pao-huang hyi

-

.

T ——— e *

v
~ [

Sun had alreédy begun to caution his followers against con-

a national revolution with blind hatred of the
Manchus from political control not

Sun attacked the prophets of re
t the nature of ‘the anti-Manchuy
Lee, Foundations of Chinese Revolu

venge and
movement should
tion, pp. 54-

political not racial.

- oy

’/IASChang, "Liang Ch'i-thfao“,‘piEQQ;

i
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to join the- revolut ionary camp. As Liang wrote to K' ang in November 1906,
%

"The revolutio?léts are quite strong in Tokyo. Among the - 10,000 Chineqe

L ¥ 146
students in Jdpan, over one~half followed the revolutidnary cause.

However, the student movefient , which ¢limaxed after 1905, had already
passed Liang by as {t became more radical and activist. ) “///jt::>
-
- \ .

. 3',
CHINESE STUDENTS IN JAPAN

' \/

China's defeat by a moderfizing Japan in 1895.had led many of the -
’ . .\

reformers to look more closelv at Japan as a model for Chinese moderniza-

tion. Following the Boxer defeat, when the Chinese government itself

engaged in a manumental effort to avoid partition by assimilating many of

the -political and social_institptions of the West, Japanese successes

. L ' . )
were carefully studied. ' . @

«

All reformers had been agreed that reform of the ancient Chinese

3

-
Eucational system-uas fundamental and one’ of the points stressed by

~ '

governmenc officialq like Chang Chlh —tung was the need to send students
i S VYR
abroad to acqulre a modern’ education. In response the throne had

epassed edicts in 1901 and 1902 prov1d1np for the selection of students to *

)

"+ go abroad and prov1d1ng for their expenees and for special examinations

~

~ . . -

w146

Lee, foundations of Chinese Revoluti§M\ p. 54.

5

Chang Chih -tung wrote, Travel abroad for one vear is more
- "profitable than studv at-home for five Years. Tt has been weJl said
., that seeing is a.hundred times better than hearing. One vear' 'S Study 1In
foreign institutions is better than three years in a Chinese." ‘South -
Ching Morning Post, Monday, November 30, 1903, p. 4. -

K - ' » . oo

!
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upoé their return {n order to secure government‘appointmemte’for then.
. ¢

The last obstacle thwarting, madern educatlon was removed: in 1905 with

the abolition of the traditioral examination system. Thausands of sty- -

¢

dents began to flock overseas 4s ''returned students"” hecame the new in-
tellectual elite, : , .
Although some students “hrse (o 2O Lo Americg or Europe, the vast

. % ’
majority went to Japan: “here-. in 1902 there were on&y about 270 sty-
' - ) ’ - § A ) Id » \y .
dents in Japan, bﬁ,1906'there were over 10,000 Chinese students-studvint
’ Y
"148
'primarily in Tokvu - There were manv reasons whv the Chirese Students

- \

4
preferred to continue thelr'studleq in Japan. Therg had been an early |

emphasis on Japan expressed in the wrltlngs of Chang Chih- tung and K' any

Yu-wei, and Japan S m1l;tarv victorles in 1894 and 1904 gave he{/gfnew

prestige. Japan's geographical prox1mity made her attractive for st~

dents interested in taking special ehort courses, and living expens s and
<Tuition fees were much lower than in America or EurOpe ‘ Cultural and

linguistic 91wilar1t1es made. it easier for Chlnese students to adapt to

the new‘Env1ronment Woreover the Japanese authorltles had made cdnecious

efforts to enéourage the ChineSe to qtudv tnere Thev had establ%%hec

special scnoole'fdt Chineseentndeﬁts and allowed 1arpe numbers of (hlneqe

3

149
to enter governmental and private schools. Japan was ppoud to act as

‘ . s

-

A

8Robert A. Scalapino PYelude to Marxism: The Chinese Student
Movement in Japan, 1900- ~1910", Albert Keuerverker, Rhoads Murphey, “and
-Mary C.’ Wright, ed., A Approaches to Modern Chlnese History (Berkeley &

Los Angeles: Univer31ty of California Press 1967), ps 192, 7
P e N ‘ » -\ ’ ‘
¢ f '149Fbr example, ip 1898 the Japanese government offered 200
cholarships to Chinesé Students and set up a Sino- ~Japanese school

Bl
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an intellectual centfﬁzfﬁf the voung Chinese and was also interested in
gaining influence iv China to oppose Russian expansionism. “In 1904, China
reorganized her educational system along Japanese lines in matters of

curricula‘and methods'of instruction so that not onlv were students drawn

to Japan but Japanese teachers became increasinglv important in China.

\
Consequently there was a steady rise in the numher of Chinese students in:
EOEEN

Japan aftet 1902 until there was an average of 100 new students a month
by 190&;'1905 saw the monthlv increment rise to 500: and in 1906 the

figure nearly doubled before.the Chinese goverament idstituted~regu1a~

tions which caused a rapid falling off in numhers.lso
. P 5,

With the growth in numbers there was a substanbéal change in stu-
dent attitudes. The earliest Chihese sppdents had geﬁerally been well-

acquainted with their own history and literature and had selected areas

o

of the "new learning" which would add to their general knowledge. They -

were generally more consetvative and advocated gradual change ‘in China.
. . © - . )
In contrast, thevstudents who flocked to Japan from 1904 te 1909 were

[} .

LS

younger and knowing less about their own cultufe, were more enamoured

with the. ' new learning”_aﬁd advoqated‘rapid change.ls"1

2

7

especlally for Chinese students. .Another school for Chinese students to
study the Japanese_language and geéneral courses was added in 1902. The
majority of thé Chinese students went to Tokvo, Kyoto, Nagoya, Sendai,
Osaka, Okayama, and Nagasaki to study. Hsiao, History of Modern Education,
pp. 97-98. ' - ' o

N

O . 9 .
\15 Figures based on those given in the Japan Weeklv Mail as quoted =
by Roger F. Hackett, "Chinese Students in Japan, 1900-1910", Papers on
China, ITI (May,; 1949), pp. 141-143, :

“13h 44, pp. 143-144. ‘ : ' “

’ -
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By 1903 there was developing in Iapan a student movement which was
no lonéer/committed to Chinese culture ‘hut was imbued with the splrit of

modern natIOnalism . For manv of these students their nationalism involded

a strain of anti-Manchuism as they attacked the government for its in-

ability to safeguard the nation. As manv authors/have pointed out, the -

Manchus were actuallv sowing the seeds for their own destruction as
these students became a progressive element unable to fit itself into the

traditional patterns and therefore, Iooking favorably at reform or

revolution. ) A ¥ - N
[
By 1906, all provinees were represented by students in Iapan

¥ ‘
although the. majority came from Hupeh, Hunan Kiangsu Kwangtung, and ,‘f

Chekiang. Generally there were three types of students (1) those
sponsored by the centrdl government, (2) those sponsored by their own

vprovinces, and (3) thosé under private. sponsorship. - 'Only government

o

students could enroll 1in milita{§ SChOgJS so large numbers of students en-
]
rolled in courses in e<onomics law, /political science, and practical

courses in agriculture ang mining China”was not. interested in training '
government officials and educatorskas4well as technical experts. ‘The
overwhel;ino majoritv of these students were from'the middle and upper
cdasses and looked forwazd to lucrative governnent appointments on their
return from Japan. | . . . ' : \
As over hinety oer cent of the students frqm/China were concen-
trated in one seetion of Tokyo, it was almost i?evitable that “they would

form organizations to represent their interests, The earliest associa-

-.tion was the Chinese Student Union founded in 1903 as a social and: political

v
