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Data stewardship 

 This year’s focus on data stewardship explores the 

various roles that institutions play across jurisdictions 

in the management and preservation of research data, 

drawing upon the experiences and lessons of 

research in the North and the Arctic. 

 We will be looking at institutional roles from the 

standpoint of three themes: data policies, data 

infrastructure, and collaborations. 
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http://datasummit.library.ualberta.ca/
http://datasummit.library.ualberta.ca/?page_id=179


Definitions 

 Managing research data entails the many activities 

dealing with the operational support of data across 

the stages of the research lifecycle, that is, the “what” 

and “how” of research data. 

 Data Stewardship is about the identity of those 

responsible for ensuring data management activities 

are performed to best practice levels and standards 

across the complete lifecycle.  This addresses “who” is 

responsible for specific data activities. 
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http://datasummit.library.ualberta.ca/?page_id=176


The context 

 Research is organized and conducted at the project 

level, yet this work takes place within the context of 

larger institutions.   

 One of the challenges we face today is clearly 

delineating data stewardship responsibilities between 

the project and institutional levels.  
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Program format 

 A goal of the Data Summit is to establish an open and 

ongoing conversation on campus among researchers, 

administrators, and service providers about research data 

management and preservation. 

 The use of panels in this year’s program is intended to 

generate a wider discussion on data topics.   

 Panels have been assembled on each of the three themes 

and the panelists have been asked them to speak for ten 

to twelve minutes on the theme from their perspective.  

Reactions from the other panel members will then be 

requested before opening the discussion to those 

attending the session. 
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Perspectives on data policies 

 John Broome, Treasurer of CODATA International 

 Scott Tomlinson, Former Data Management Coordinator 

for the Canadian International Polar Year 

 Scot Nickels, Director of the Inuit Knowledge Centre 

 Aynslie Ogden, Senior Science Advisor, Govt of Yukon 

 Susan Babcock, Director of the Research Ethics Office, 

University of Alberta 
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Research data management infrastructure 

 Scott Tomlinson, Former Data Management Coordinator 

for the Canadian International Polar Year 

 James Doiron, Health Research Data Repository 

 Chuck Humphrey, University of Alberta Libraries 

 John Broome, Treasurer of CODATA International 
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