;'mesfs cnwm:smes
sua mcnom‘uf

3

NAME or AUTHOR/NOH os L A‘vrsﬁ”

/ﬁgwem D .J’ anw /L/u .Ed'ﬁ*u\/
ﬁa:s eoc on/ y ms%vvwzrs 3 ,577—4,5,”5,,) rs

_ TlTLE OF THESIS/TJTRE Dé\',LA THESF

-9

_-fz_'_':;i}.f'.._;.'-'.I/\('aS/QSHA r@fhsw@n/ f? .S’T{/QV .z‘»u

umvsnsm/umvms/r S*TY ’0‘: '94@‘—“'”'9

" DEGREE FOR-WHICH THESIS WAS,
* . GRADE POUR L€QUEL CETTE T E rur Mrﬁs //‘7 /‘? *
e

v YEAR THIS DEGREE cmremsbmmv&“ n‘atmmav of cs cwe / 9 75'

NAMEOFSUPERV]SOR/NOMDUDIRECTEWDE méss\ &./ f’, wcw OE RS

o Lo R T .

\/ _, e : - . o ;‘\ L . .
/Permrss:on is. herebv gramed to me NATI(NAL umm OF'_‘;- : Lauransaum m par la pri!sante mmm ) 1a muom@- =

.-

CANADA o m.crom’ this mem and to Iend or ssil copies "aus NATIONALE ou CANADA d mmmm]” r,gatte thase of

_ of ﬁle flhm-




S

AND RESEARCH Dv PARTIAL F’L]I..FILMENT OF THE "

* THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA *

- OLD COEQNY MENNONITE SET’I‘LEMENTS

I SASKATCHE‘JAN' A STUPY. IN

SETTLEMENT CHAN GE

o ' | “by“

 RICHARD JOHN FRIESEN

+

ATHESIS'

\\ T :

SUBMITTED TO THE FACUITY OF GRADUATE STUDIES

| REQUIRI‘]V[PNTS FOR T}{E DEGREE OF

o

‘MASTER OF ARTS ‘

'DEPARTMENT {5 GECGRAPHY

*' EDMONTON, ALBIRTA

_ SPRING, 1975

-

Ritﬁérd 'J'bhAt,\','Frieseh' ,

N =

1975

L RwAT B e



Y. THE UNIVERSITY oF ALBERI‘A i i

a FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH o d

;‘(> "" ] : R ) o
.y 4

The under51gned certlfy that they have read, and

.

'recommend to the Faculty of Graduate Studles and Research, o

A

for acceptance, ar th331s entltled Old Colony Mennonlte Settlements

in Saskatchewan. A Study 1n Settlement Change submltted by

,,,,,

Rlchard John Frlesen in partlal fulfllment of the requlrements

for the degree of Master of Arts.
[ - )

| | %L/é ( /%wﬁ,

Sl Supervisor




The Mennonlte rellglon has 1ts orlglns 1n the Protestant
_ Reformatlon and more: prec1se1y, in the Sw1ss Anabaptlst movement..
:‘Radical departures fron the accepted bellefs resulted 1n persecutlon
| of the Anabaptlsts, whlch resulted in the spread of the bellef to tf
other parts of 51xteenth century Europe. The leadershlp of a Dutch
| prlest Menno Slmon unlfled a group of Anabaptlsts who became o'f“

* - - e O : ."‘ : . L -
o known as Mennonltes. S e : oo “1 ) = S o .

\

Persecutlon 1n the Netherlands, forced a con81derable number‘

- ofiMennonltes to mlgraterto the Vlstula Delta 1naPoland durlng the 7
31xteenth and Seventeenth centurles. Polltlcal changes, resultant
from the partltlon of Poland in 1772‘ “brought. the Mennonltes under , -
Prus51an control. The pa01flst Mennonltes were no longer tolerated

] and thus sought refuge in the Ru551an Ukmalne at the 1nv1tat10n of
G . S
= -Catherme the: Great. A

The.Mennonltes whlle\}n Pru551a, had establlshed a soc1al
‘l‘ 'organlzatlon and settlement form, whlch promoted and complemented the .

rellglous 1solat10nlsm-they desired. Under the dlrectlon of the

Lot

»Ru531an Colonlal Law, these nucleated agrlcultural settlements and

thelr assoc1ated open fleld systems were- re—establlshed 1n ‘a condition .d

\ B
”',of 1mposed~so‘§l& 1solatlon, whlch Tostered the development of the

' “Mennonlte ethnlc 1dent1ty. . °

| Subsequent polltlcal changes in Ru551a in the 1860'5 and 1870'5

: resulted 1n the. suspen31on of the specmal rlghts enjoyed by Mennonltes

in- thelr 1solated settlements. As a result of thls nearly elght

-~

‘thousand Mennonltes mlgrated ta the two reserves of land 1n southern

. . N

b



‘ ﬁflnablllty of thls settlement system to adapt to the evolvlng

.'f’The settlement pattern was reprodhced mlnus the open fleld system

'ff settlements showed a hxgher surv1val rate tvmy

- "..' -

?iManltoba hav1ng procured from the government of Canada spec1al
”'irlghts regardlng thelr rellglous bellefs and method of settlement.
The nucleated agrlcultural settlements establlshed by the

'fMennonltes were a marked dev1atlon from the 1nd1v1dual farmsteads _:'{d[“

'envlsloned under the Domlnlon Lands Act of 1872. Due to the

o

- 1'

commerc1al graln 1ndustry of the Canadlan West and 1n part due to

A g
7the confllcts w1th1n the Mennonltevgroup, the agricultural V1Ila es
i~i}and the assocmated open fleld system dlSlntegrated, leaV1ng rela— ; d.;>

| ltlvely few of the origlnal vmllages intact. o Jfgff'r'f.>f_yi:;*~'

'ff Durlng thls upheaval two daughter.colonles were established 1n e -

f:',the Rosthern Reserve xn 1895 and 1n the Sw1ft Curren Reserve 1n 1906.} :

*.;of agrlculture. It was found that the v1llages ln these later

their counterparts

fjfln.the Manltoba Reserves. This Was dus to a number of factOrs,

: mﬂlncludlng a strong desire On the part of thé*mlgratlng conservatlve

1

.;"factlon, to malntaln a unlqne llfe style and 1ts complementary v1llage

g settlements.--The surv1val was also attrlbutable to government

( 's

f??}directlon v1a the "Hamlet Clauseh:of the Domlnion Lands Act, and by

'lu?changes in. 1and tenure and v1llage admnnlstratlen"45"3' ”Ti-‘af'i'” o

Many of the v1llages are now f1nd1ng 1t convenient to seek legal

"dfstatus as a hamlet.. Therefore they have had thelr vlllage lands

fir.surveyed gnd the sublelsions legally deeded to the 1nd1v1dual v1llage '

:ft:members.. Thls most recent trend;if
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This study arises out of one obsemd denation from the dn.spersed

‘ ‘settlement pattem which character:.zes the vas‘h majorlty of agrlcul-—

: turally settled land in the Prairle Prov:mces. » 'I'he settlements m R

s

q_uestion are located 1.n two areas of Saskatc,hewan. The older of the '

two 18 located in the northern part gf the provmce, about thiﬁty
; ‘/ 'u .“:*U
miles northeast. of Saskatoon, centered in the area between the hamlets ?

of 1Qsler and Hague. The second area and younger of the two 1s ‘located

. /

IO

about flfteen miles southeast of Sm.ft Current (see Figure 1), ./,g .
| g The deviation 1n question was a’ result of the settlement 1n/ N
these two areas by Old Colony Mennonites from M‘anitoba, and tq a N
lesser extent from the Russian Ukraine and the United §tates.‘ The

| resultant settlement pattern was agglomerated as opposed 170 thﬂ/

,@zapersed pattern which was dgracteristic of most of the area occ'ttpied

2 J

oy r the Dominion Lands Act One can read:\.ly distinguish the areas _
4 question from the surroundin : eas in terms of set&qlmmt form ‘

' v:Lllages. : This particular settlement pattem has been character}stic
of areas se,ttled by Mennonites since the eighteenth century As will

e R
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be dlscussed later ’ 1t was mtroduced after the nﬂ.grat‘:.on to Rassia o :l"'

fromPruss:La. R S e S | : -
Prellnunary nesearch establlshed' that the settlements locatedln-,ﬁ..,.'; _

the two areas mentloned above werié formed as off-shoots of the older
( colohzes establ:.shed ;m ngutoha :m 1872. %e mlgratlon frOm Maﬁ:.toba L

= to SaSkatchewan occurred around the tu.m of the century w:n.th the ’

' _-maJor movements :Ln terms of numbers, oqcurf-\mg m 1897 and 1906. o

‘I‘he movement involved a group of people w:Lth well—establlshed values, r
. 3 B ﬁ . .'“‘_' . e
oc:.al structure, and spat:.al organlzation. R .

'I'he problem :Ls multlfaceted, An a.ttempt wa.l_l be made tQ deternri.ne
the waw in whlch the "settllng" of the la.nd took place - m other g"’

words, an exammatlon oi‘ the settlement process 'for the Saskatghewan ;3\ '*‘

Mennonite colom.es. Fleld work has establn.shed the extent to whioh .I ' L
the settlement pattern and form were transferred from. Manltoba b0 ey

Saskatchewan.v Fro‘m prev10us stud:.es of the Manltoba settlem‘ejé\‘ D
one fmds that substantial and far-reaching changes oceurred/asa

result of the transference of the peasant economyr from Russ:.a to

Canada.l_’ Thls development w111 be dxeaussed latér. . sChanges k :
. resulted in. fiagmentatlon of the peasant econonw and the Spatial
aspect °f vﬂlage fom and land use pa.tterns. itk cooEnl

ERTE SN i
\" '_ One can formhlate anhy'pothes::.s on the bas:.s of evleence_ ava:Ll- B S

'“Sble. _One recogrnzes repeated mlgratz.ons and subsequent relocatlon

e :of the characterlstic settlements in Russ:.a and Man:,toba. ‘ One sees '

tbat the Mam.toba Colom.es establ:.shed semi-—con!mmal @&icultur&l
- h _:-:v:illages. g These v:.llages and the assocz.ated economy ;%u.ckly suffered

,fragmentatn.on due tov contact w:.th t\he larger soc1ety and the adoption
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~ s

)

leen the above s1tuatlon, one would assume that some change in

organlzatlon and structure of these o1d World settlements should have"'

PR

occurred to allow the re—establlshment of ‘this pecullar settlement
form in Saskatchewan. Furthermore, 1t was establlshed within the same
: economlc env1ronmenﬁ'that aided 1ts destructlon in Manltoba.. In_

o addltlon, one must reallze that the daughter colonles were establlshed o

~ «

durlng the perlod of magor pheaval in the Manltoba settlement pattern. '
Therefore, 1t iaphypothe51zed that the settlement form known to

1'...the Mennonltes 1n Manltoba underwent a change ln 1ts actual phy!ical
B RN : 4
' form,~6r a; reOrganlzaﬁ&on of admlnlstratlon to allow 1t to be re—

establlshed in the Saskatchewan Reserves on a more secure and permanent
..‘...'s \.;";\l . B ‘ = 5 . B .
o ba31s.- : - ST . ' :

The subsequent problems are to determlne 1f a change 1n Mennonlte Ea

B communlty organlzatlon occurred, and lf so, to what extent that change

was nmnlfest 1n the landscape,' to determlne why the change occurred,
| examlnlng the 1nternal and external forces respon51ble- “to” determdne
Ty
how the modlflcatlon influenced ‘the surv1val of the peculrarasettler K

-

LN

ment form to the present day, and flnally, as a related but lesser
p01nt to determlne 1f and “how, the above relates to modlflcatlon in

50c1al strudture and local gdvernmental—form.)"" S }»*”
». R
In summary, the problem_;s to ‘exarine to what. extent the Old

L

:: Colony Nennonlte sect mlgratlig from ine mother colonies in Manltoba
to the two daughter colonles in SasPatchewan were obllget’to modlfy
thelr spatlal arrangements 1n order to malntaln the de31red way of -
11fe.v' “thls study, an attempt w1ll be made to examlne a partmcplar

\’//’case of geographlc change through t1me and place. -
_ SAES



}_SOUT{'CES'-AND;WI‘HODS'. '

B - T w 'f""
l

Research 1n”geograph1cal change presents the researcher w1th some

speclal probleﬂ% in that 1t regulres reconstfuctlon of past’land—‘,

"scapes. Historlca!’research often encounters problems, these problems K
,- Pre compounded by the addltlon of the geographloal approach.. Peihaps:vf‘_ ?
the most. llmltlng problem ;s the accessablllty of materlal._ Sounhe-7
;;materlal does not necessarlly awalt the researcher in the llbrarles
and archlves, non(w1ll field: work necessarlly brlng all of the requlred
hdata to the fore.' Thus the hypothe51s often angs in the balance as '
| data 31mply is not avallable to prove or dlsp dve the postulatea4' |
' In the case of this study, the size of the study’area, whlch
T:was determlned by the boundarles of the Mennonlte reserves, presented
ia spec1al problem. The area under study con51sted\of more than one g ); o
{thousand sQuare.miles..ﬁﬂus madejrt:;mpossihlelto_do detalled.fleld l_:f' aE

. ) » L T oo ‘ v
work overrthe.entire area. -This ‘presented the first limitation'to

the scope of the study. Addxtlonally, the study’ area comprlsed two
_areas separated by almost two hundred mlles. There ‘was’ also the fact
| fthat the areas were. settled 1n 1895 and 1906 thus bracketlng the_i'
vgrantlng of arov1nc1al status to the prov1nce of Saskatchewan wlthln | A

rwhose boundarles the Mennonlte reServes were,located. These latter_iv.
ﬁ‘[

two factors tended to obscure records-and_bonfuse the systematlc

: search of hlstorlcal documents..‘-Mf ‘ i

,,»‘,- .

e o

" Apart from the ‘above, the areas under 1nvest1gat10n formed parts ;A>
t_of seVen dlfferent munlglpalltles.< Furthermore, the spatlal pheno— a .;c**
}fmenon belng studaed the Old World settlement pattern, proved early |
..1n the res rch to be the fabrlc of a relat1Vely small portlon of the

", larger Mennonlte rellglous group. The agent of thls fabrlc was the ‘

e
L

~N
R



o well as formlng a chaln reactlon that preceeded one's phy31cal :

- .' : . : - . "._ -'-,. i .
s - - - . [ AT )
RS

. . . . o o B i'e'; 3 ‘ o
Z.tradltlonallsts or conservatlve Mennonltes now commonly termed "Old

4

..'Colony" Mennonltes. Thls subgroup is not dlfferentlated in census

B

data, provinc1al records, nor in. munlclpal records.v Thus, the lack

of detalled governmental records 1mpeded the collectlon of 1nformatlon o

’on 31gn1f1cant characterlstlcs that can. be: observed by fleld work

r.v'

yet requlre documentatzon.» Bearlng these p01nts in mlnd one

G

encounters dlfflculty in- malntalqgng detalled and con51stent patterns

" -

fln the reconstructlon of past landscapes.

- T s
' (%

It was. declded to concentrate the focus ofnthls study on deter—i;'

mining 1f a chazge occurred in the,settlement form and soclal organ—
g

'1zat10n durln he course of the establlshment of Mennonlte v1llages

~1n Saskatchewan.~ Wlth relatlve ease, it was. determlned that the land'

occupled by the{Mennonltes was prev1ously nearly vacant and thus in

L

was determlned with relatlve ease. 'eJ _“t‘lb-fjg N
i' Once 'in the field, 1t became apparent that 1nformat10n could be‘

-lvcollected and Ve§é$13d most effectlvely by a serles of alternatlng
'-perlods of fleld work and documentary searches. In thls way, the

two sources of 1nformatlon were used in- a complementary fashion by

o follow1ng up variot dlrectlons and verlflcatlon of data.

Interv1eu§ An themselves prov1ded much useful 1nformat10n, as
g'ﬁ

" 'presence to the v1llages. Part1c1pants often knew of the study well

> in advance of belng conéacted and thus had time to complle wrltten

o llsts of detalls about the past landscapes, methods, and activitles.

",As well, these people often suggested other contacts and most were

- w1lling to allow an examlnation of photograph? and artlfacts from

: L]

its natural state. Slmllarly, the present geography of ‘both reserves'bpvr



‘..'__gr : o

:eariierzperiods. In thls way, a substantlal number of ploneers were

- able to supply much background 1nformat10n about life in the v1l¢ages,

| 'farmdng practlses, crops, mechan;zatlon, trad1ng centers bu;lding
'*types and methods, vlllage plans “and v1llage organlzatlon. o
Several of. the panxlclpants had arrlved 1nrthe study area dur1ng
'tchlldhood and had llved thelr entlre llves there. These 1nterv1ews
proved valuable 1n cross—referenclng dates and eVents w1th other
people, as well as w1t§ documents and'ggﬁspaper reports. Repeated .fm'

v131ts to gartlcularly 1nformat1ve part1c1pants proved helpful in

,J:‘ 5%’
the 1nterpretatlon of various p01nts. Interv1ew1ng one- ormgore of
£

' these Mtold timers" at the same time proved somewhat less than advan- iy
tageous, 1n that dlfferences of oplnlon and dlsagreements about the

sequence»of events generally-used valuable time whlle little of use - Tit:';t

could be:gained, On the other hand, private guided:tours of the :;’ R

reserves and old village siteés provided actual sketches of past

landscapes.

NeWSpapers proved a. valuable source of 1nformatlon in that they

often gave an "out31der's" v1ew of the Mennonlte way of life." The
'h ma jor newspapers of Reglna and Saskatoon carrled .numerous accounts of v'/
';the controver31al 1ssues surroundlng the Mennonltes, such as the 'fb //_ o
;1920'5 school questlon._ These accounts, as well as many edltorials,
lﬂ3prov1ded a: valuable datlng technlque and more’ accurate accounts of

the numbers of people 1nvolved i: both the mlgratlon to Mexlco and

‘:‘the emlgratlon from Russ1a to Canada., In so%e cases, they prov1ded

M

'accounts of condltlons at the tlme of settlement whlch proved 1nval—
)

"uable. In addltlon, the“Fca51onal artlcle deallng wlth the Mennonlteq

_ : Evlllage appearance aided\gng\}n‘the_deve10pment of an lmpressmon of



. to school 1nspectors to prov1nc1al mlnlsters aof educatlon and

- ‘the past landscapes and way of llfe. - . ] T L v

Ina 31mllar veln, accounts of varlous travels through the

r“Mennonlte Reserves presented con31derable 1nformation about the actual‘f”_-df'*

‘_"condltlons and appearance of Mennonlte v1llages.ifThe contr%Putions

7'came from a wide cross—sectlon of oeople ranging from ‘early surveyors,i'”

PR

Y

-agrlculture, and to the premler of Saskatchewan, 55'_ o “2:)'
- Public records prov1ded one w1th,1nvaluable 1nformatlon abaut
the actnal occupatlon of the reserves.. The 1and surveyors' reports -

were examlned when they could be obtalned. The annual reports of the :

” departments respon31ble for the 1nter10r, agrlculture, and 1mm1grat10n‘ff'

- . were searched for 1nformatlon about the geography of ‘the reserves.,'-d'

-.These papers are held by the Publlc Archlves 1n Ottawa, and by the .

‘Saskatchewan Archlves Board in Reglna and Saskatoon. There are flles .

contalnlng mOSt of the orlglnal records and correspondence concerning ‘.'"”"

‘ ‘7the negotlatlons for the land, problems encountered in occupatlon of

- Tthe land, and spec1al reqaests for: village habltatlon. These and

varlous other collectlons and reports were 1nvaluable in the refconf' ‘

structlon of the landscape of the early settlement period. The' -

“~,Mennon1te v1llagers also kept records as part of the v1llage admin-

n’

vf_ 1strat10n, ‘which: helped 1mmensely in understandlng certaln ways of

"'d01ng thlngs, and the actual codhltlons under whlch people llved. _
Among the most 1mportant source\ of spatlal 1nformatlon were _T;s’
“.athe-maps and alr photos used.‘ Alr,photo cover e “of the Sw1ft Current |
:Reserve was acqpired 1n full, while for. the Rosthern Reserve, onlx .
"aitthe area containlng v1llages was obtalned. In thls latter core, only t;
hf;dvahout half of the actual reser4e area was examlned on air photo

_ ) o 5 ‘/, R . . B8 :



o "-:_and thus a.'l_lowed comparlson w1th the 1971, patterns, ‘as well .as’ allowingrff,

. to be developed. S

e coverage- B The- alr photos date from the 1ate 1950'5 and early 1960'5’
o __,accurabe mapplng and locatlon of present and pastﬁ’v'-‘-llage 31tes. Maps,

. ”:?‘on the other ha.nd, proved less v' ‘ abl ' for large scale and deta:.led— y

:.nformat:.on. Relevant maps in tf e Publ'c krchn.ves, ;n the pro¥ir al
'""z"-"'archlves of Manltoba and Saskatchewan, -1n the llbrara.es of tne : 1 RES
Un:wersn.ty of Saskatchewan, and in. the respect:.ve munlclpallty
: _':ofi‘:.ces, were exammed and prov:.ded :mformatn.on about. the geography A

of the reserves and thelr surroundmg areas. ‘:' g | |

_ Fleld work was. carr:.ed out m an unuSual way, 1n that 1t not on]y -
,contrlbuted to the geograph:u.c study, but also to& project conducted :
L..cm behalf of the Saskatchewan Deparbment of Culture and Youth. 'l’hls

:project entltled "Towards a New Past" ¥ requlred that pioneers be :[ ; '
J.nterv:Lewed and taped as part of an arch:.val collectlon of tapes and-
hlstorlcal data about the experlences of varlous e'thm.c and rel:.g:.ous _T ‘
groups :Ln Saskatchewan. As a result of search:mg out partlcipants for
~the "Towards a New Past" project many peOple were :Lnternewed and
. ,"_many mlles of road were covered to the benef:\.t. of the geographical '

‘ ,reconstructlon.. o - " e A
Fleld observatlons also Bj ught to light J.nformatlon about the =
- man-made landscape. All the presently dlscemlble v:.llages were )

out was. noted. Structures were exam:med, _measured and construction i

' v:Ls:Lted v:Lllage lots and streets were measured, and the

f'dates were. ascerta:med allowmg a seq.\mce\f;f constructlon methods

N

F‘leld work and documentary research were carrled on’ alternately,

checkmg data and follow:.ng up new leads. In th:Ls way, changes :m

R
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- 1The work: of John Warkent:.n and E. K. Francls mto the
hlstorlcal geography and social history of the Manltoba Mennonlte
Colcm.es ‘has been partlcularly s:.gnlflcant. . o .

)
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r The "Old Colony" Mennonltes and thelr settlements represent one

’ dev1atlon from the 1solated farmstead characterlstlc of the quarter-,,

‘ :vsectlon homestead scheme of settlement. The Old Colony Mennonltes

: :are an mtegral part -of th:.s study. It 1s the settlement pattern ?@

}pby the towmnship and range su 'ey Is

el

as Old Colony Mennonltes. EAE sf

achleved by’these people, its orlgln and evolutlon, that is to bev_'
examlned.‘ ftfis 1mportant therefore to deal with the hlstorlcal

and cultural development of the group that came to be dlstlngulshed

’ — : .
o W1th few exceptlons, the land of the Canadlan West was d1v1ded

'ch had as the basmc unlt

,the one square mlle sectlon of land, of whlch one quarter—sectlon and

an opt1on to- purchase the ad301n1ng quarter~sectlon were allocated to

WOuld-be settlers under the terms of the Homestead Act of 1872. Thls

'3system tended to encourage dlSpersed settlement patterns by requlrlng

' 3;'was not the pattern wmth whlch the Mennonltes were famlllar in the'r&”

‘condltlons on his own quarter-s'“l'tn

each would-be settler to fulfill the residence and 1mprovement

,-»‘4

The dlspersed settlement whlch accompanied indiv1dual farmsteads

e

o
v

par




Russmn Ukraine Rather, the tradlt:.onal Mennon.lt* settlement

o . ,a. “ — ”‘ N ‘ __“7_ ' . 13

. _ comprlsed a l:l.near nllage plan ’ termed a Strassendorf, w:Lth a

a7

'communal open fleld economy.lf ThlS pattern of settlement method

o of land allocatlon, and way of farming, were then m dlrect contrast

o to the pattern ennsaged under the townshlp and range survey system.

At the present t1me Old Colony Mennon:.te vlllage settlements

are llmlted to the southern part of Man1toba2 and two smaller areas

' in Saskatchewan. The Old Colon:.st settlements in Saskatchewan are i

\~

_chewans o

| THE OLD com- mmom'ms -

- to the Protestant Reformatlon. ‘ SJ:nce that t:Lme the Mennoniw as a -

located north of Saskatoon :Ln the Hague—Osler area and south of

Sw:.ft Current in the v.Lc:Lnlty of the hamlet of Wymark (see F:Lgure 1)

Old Colony Mennonlte concentrat:.ons ex.lst in other areas of

. Canada as well but w1thout the Old World nllage settlement pattern,

. as at Aylmerun southem Ontarlo, Matheson m northern Ontarlo."south

’»;u

_ ';of James Bay, and Ralny Lake in the xLake-of-the-Woods area df Ontario. S

In addlt:.on to the above—mentloned t‘here are 0ld Colony %‘omtes e

- located in the Fort. Vermllllon aarea of- Alberta and in f/g “Fort st. -

John area oi‘ Brltlsh Columblaa Although these area/:gﬂ characterlzed )

by Old Colony Mennon:.te settlement they lack the age pattern -

whlch characterlzes the settlements oi‘ SOW%‘X 9#2\
BRI il o

The Mennonltes are a rel:.glous group trac:.n‘g 1ts orlg:.ns back L

e

1 grOup have been subject to vary:mg degrees of persecutlon. 'I‘he, o

: mfrmgement by the larger soclety on. what Mermonite soc:.ety concelves

’n .

' to be the foundatnpns of the group 1dent1ty has led to mass. mlgratlons



-
2
g

-and colom.zatlon :m nrtually every corner of the world. 'The' el T

' '.__character of the Saskatchewan Settlement study areas 1s in part

B _'go. Thus;, Grebel and & small body of supporters broke w1th the

‘ attrlbutable to the Mennonlte hlstorlcal cultural herltage. ;' R

The Mennon:Lte rellgious grcup had 1ts begmnlngs :Ln ‘the MSS ‘ -
'Anabapt:.st movement wh:x.ch 1n turn had 1ts begmn:l.ngs w:.th a group

‘: of an.ngllan students, foremost of whom was Conrad Grebel. Grebel

P

1ent h:Ls cons:.derable support t‘{? the an_ngllan reformatlon after hn.s

Grebel and hlS sma.L'L group of supporters slowly

'convers:Lon and reject:.on of the Roman Cathollc Church 1 522.3
tof_' L

S -f_‘_'_\ :

represent the radlcal w:.ng of an.ngllan reformatlony In general,
_‘;they supported the an.ngllan school of thought advooatl.ng the -

j rejectlon of mfant baptlsm in favour of adult baptlsm upon
confess:Lon of: aith.- The espousal of adult baptlsm in conjunctlon
inth abolltlon_ ‘f mass J.n the Ch.ristlan church rltua'ls was i‘urther

»"__than Zwingli dne the Counc:.l of, the Canton of Zurlch were w1111.ng to : R
' _Zw:/.nglians to form what was dalled Anabaptlsm, the forerunner of .

'the Mennonlte rellglous group.l"' . |

. The Anabaptn.sts were persecuted as the "rebaptlzers" and as .

"heretlcs.5' The 1eaders were executed, mrﬁi*:.soned, and driven out

L of Zur:.ch. , Anabaptism spread rapldly beyond the Canton of Zurich _
' ‘to the :est of Switzerland and stlll further afleld to South Germany,

1 ,_--Tyrol Aust;ria and Moravia.~ By 1530, it had found support in. the ' ,-f a
regions of the upper Danube and upper Rh:.ne, 13 ,well as in the ‘ “ “
Netherlands and northeastern Germany 6 "

To this po:Lnt the movement Was largely conﬁ.ned to the large

: " :urban and commercial centers of Europe. As support greui‘persecution i

P



and mtolerance :.ncreased eventually forc:.ng J.ts adherents to seek

n v.u_-

rei‘uge m the rural areas. The Anabaptist movement was thus forced

_" under cover and 1ts Spread was halted temporarlly by the ruthless
executn.on of many oi‘ :Lts members and of many of 1{;5 most pxjcman ent

leaders o

The harassment and subsequent spread of the Anabaptlst movement a

N
caused 1t to come to the attentlon of a Roman Cathollc prlest :.n

: , /r" Holland. Menno Sn.mon was a contemporary of I.uther and Calvm, and ‘
11ke these reformers, i‘ound fault wlth the establ:.shed Roman Cathollc

church. Thus the Dutch Anabaptlsts led by Menno Slmon, called

themselves Mennonltes a name whn.ch slowly became common to many
Anabaptlst groups.s:: Thls rather ms:Lgm.flcant group of reformlsts p
lacked the support of a powerful :mdiv:.dual or of any state Lo
government so that 1t was sub,]ected to persecut:;.on from the varlous »'.-'_. S

| state governtnents, as well as the Roman Cathol:Lc church and the

. o J‘-"_ . R
' newly-organized,Protestant chu.rche:s.9 4 a

The flrst recognlzed general meet:.ng of Mennonltes oocurrgd 1n R

"\ BT

‘ ﬁf 1538 when Menno Slmon and a small group of co-religlom.sts cmet to
P

A »draw up the princ:.ples of thelr beln.ef. Thls meeting resulted in

..1“

: the establlshment of a "creed" wh:Lch was for“mally published nearly _'“ .
”one hundred years later,J the Coni'erence of Dort in 1632. : This .
v'statement tended to act as a i‘orce of unlﬁcatlon, draw:mg topether :
the varlous fact:.ons developmg withm the Mennon:.te dogma. o o
G The dogma adherred to by the Mermom.tes is characterized by a
number of tenets, the maintenance of Whlch have caused the Mennomtes

to mgrate in search of a favourable soc:.al environment.v The

Mennonltes believe in the practice of adult baptism upon the S



e law enfor;c

RO vpac:Li‘:.sts, and therefore have rei‘used mlltary serv:Lce.l.Q It is R
Ced g | R

.' h)\- Af‘ter the death ofa Menné Simon 1n 1 561 the Mennom.te numbers

doctr:.ne that the Mennomtes were rejected by the Reman Cathollc .

,;‘confes on of fa:‘i.‘th "Tﬁé’y believe in the mgmtenance of a peaceml

\" .
¥ (. -

,h refore see no need to par'lzake m c:ur.!l government and”

't dut:Les. ,By the same token, they abstaln totally

‘.'-from the swear:.ng oi‘ oﬁ'lc:Lal oaths. ‘ The Mexmom.tes are professed

. u«‘ - <.
'.:_-( - T -

ithelr 1solatlonlst attltude and the:Lr refusal to do mll:v.tary serv:l.ce f

that has been mstrumental m the numgrous mlgrata.ons, to b

\

" d:.scussed later. In addltion to the hbove, the Mennom:tes advocated

L a democratic structure in the church, wa.th elected clergy, all of
’ k

. -wh:Lch was J.n, contrast to the establlshed churches of the tlme.. ,i, : .- |

It was because ci‘ the revolutlonary 1deas *expressed 1n the:.r ‘,

Fvl .
A

chu.rch as well as by the emerging Protestant churches. w

grew rapldly, and the group. as a whole ﬂourlshed. :The pro‘sperlty o

. enjoyed by the Dutch Mennonn.tes was due m large measure to a short

period of rellglous toleratlon m‘ the Netherlands, beg:mm.ng :Ln

1 577. ThlS perlod of growth and spread of the Mennonlte doct. “

B :' ensured the estebfishment and surviva,l of the Mennonltes as {

“,: ,religlous group in the Iﬁetherlaﬁds " . ' : o
PR LT T
%8 B’RV’EY OF MGRA‘I'IONS L el } s ~ |

o
”&t:‘ S

As the status of the Mennom.tes was low in terms of :mfluential

>
[

. T in group migration to varn.ous countmes in search of the J.deal

freedom. This sequence oi‘ migratims ﬁ.nally ‘breught the Mennonitﬁ.-
BNY R R

=' support and pcwer, they were subjected to persecutlmi Wthh resulted

. . L { . . el . L., AR L P [
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S 'prew;lous to.the per:.od of tolerance near t.he end of; the century,..- e

B _'-drove e Mennonltes to seek re;t\.lge4 Poland, and to a lesser

: .‘exten i.n Eas’o Pruss:.a. Prev:l.ous o the death of Menno Simon :m l‘

oy ‘the md-snxteenth century, the persecutlon of the Dutch Mennomtes ’

had caused many of thelr number to mgrate t.o Poland wn.th the goal

e of enjoy:l.ng freedom frOm oppressmn and persecution. _.

-dx

- '.'.

”;7‘... For the most part the Mennonltes settled in the Vn.stula—Nogat

Rlver Deltas area’ 1n Poland. To thls pomt. the Mennonlt.es were

3

nelther urban nor rural but comprlsed elements of both. Although

S the merchants and artlsans settled 1n the urban centers, espec:.ally :

-

along the Vlstula R:Lver (see Flgure 2) As they were sk::lled in the N

bulldn.ng of dykes and the dralm.ng of swampland theyh soon crea’ced

-~ .9

.”\product:we farmland from t.he prevaously useless swamp,% The succesS}

B vw1th wh:l.ch the Mennonlte farmers developed a thrlvn.ng agrlcultural

o ata;ons :m the early 31xteenth centurn e SRR

S

Danzig, ,the Mennom.te farmers settled m the unoccupled swainpland.:-“ C

economy caused the land—ongmg nobles to- encourage further Menrlonite« o

- ‘_m:Lgration w1th the offer of rel;.glous freedom, full cont.rol of the:.r I

- own churches, replacement of the sworn oath w:Lth a simple ai‘flrmation' e

.*and the promlse of freedom from mllltary serv:v.ce},_?‘f - . ,' I .'.

i mwv

As early as: 1 531;, t.he numbers"*of persecutpd Anabaptlsts amv:mg

= 1n Danzig froin the Low Qountrles was enough to cause an outcry i-;'hj e L

g ‘_ agalmst them- 3 Subseqsgn‘o persecutn.on d.rove "manx more of the "‘_/“ o

) Mennonltes' :Ln Poland J.nto East Pruss::.a where the Reformat;i.on found

‘«

‘a measure of accep'tance. Erom 15[{7 to 1550"' 8 the movement of

- ’Mennonites int.o the Danzig—Vistula Delta area was increased
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and thelr establlshment became perm?nent.rh Wlth the substantlal
4

= 1ncrease 1n the numbers of Mennonltes, it becomes p0551ble to refer
to tﬁe Mennonltes as-an iffffllshed rellglous group 1n the Danz1g

’ areac

In"1613, “the questlon of non-re51stance was ralsed for the ]
a ) =2

"flrst tlmgiln the Danz1g area.ﬁvThe Mennonltes refused'mllltary :

- o ™

'serv1ce on consc1ent10us grounds and recelve& an. exemptlon by

virtue of the payment of a monetary subst1tute.15”

The group solldarlty created by the questlon of non—re31stance o

vwas enhanced by the‘development of a”flre 1nsurance scheme whlch
prov1ded for the sharlng of cdst A loss oﬁ bulldlng and 1ivelihood
in the case of flre. ﬂﬂpre01atlon of group solldarlty is essentlal

in understandlng the ‘nature of settlements establxshed later in both

Ru531a and 1n North America.

By the tlme thls group solldarlty began to manlfest 1tself, the s

_ e
, Mennonltes had occupled varlous areas in Poland and Prussma for
e v

. nearly one hundred years.?é Much to the approval of thelr overlords,
‘they had turned prev1ously useleSS swamp 1nto vital farmland w1th d
the sklllful employment of dykes, w1ndmllls, and numerous dralnage

&

’ dltches. 7 Nevertheless, the posmtlon of the- Mennonltes had been

K precarlous from the beglnning of: thelr movement fr m the Netherlands.'

. They were constantly subJected to monetary demands to malntaln the jj

'e').

“prlvilege of mllltary exemptlon. Moreover, the land avallable for

;gsettlement of the grow1ng pOpulatlon of agrlcultural Mennonltes was L

.-
- il

.tiln short’ supply.f,

| Some years later, in 172&, Frederlck Wllllam I of East Prussia, 55"

rnln orggr to malntaln hls milltarlgtic pollcy3 ordered the pacmflst

TN

Q-



'”Mennonites'out‘of East Prussia; MEnnonites4who.ear1ier had migratedf
'1nto East Pruss1a to the Memel Rlver Delta ‘TOW meved back 1nto
, Poland, puttlng more pressure on the 1and shortage in the Dan21g
:«Reglon, Thls shortage was temporarlly allev1ated by the purchase o g’f<;i
of 51ngle farmlng unlts scattered throughout the Danz1g area (see .
‘.Flgure 2) 1‘ 7 ,_g | c . , .
Duiung the course of hlstory, the narrow corrldor JOlnlng ‘the ':'* :
| "bulk of Pol to the caty of Danz1g and the Baltlc Sea, conta1n1ng .d h
vw1th_m 1ts l gs the V:Lstula Delta and the large group of Mennonltes "
iunder dlscu551on, has changed hands several tlmes due to partltlon ‘
~of Poland by Pru531a and Austrla. After the first partltion of
h1772 the area contalnlng most of the Mennonlte settlements came ,-.
_under the. control of Frederlck the Great of Pru551a. The old
pr1v1leges and exemptlons were 1n1t1ally renewed. .ﬂoweVer, the

"I

:“renewal of freedom and toleratlon was short~llved as Frederlck the
) :

- ‘Great Bursued a pollcy of mllltarlzlng the Pru351an states begun by
Frederlck Wllliam I. Thus the atmosphere was not conducive to the
v.development of the- pac1flst Mennonltes._‘ :"u | | “

: In additlon to the 1deologlcal confllcts, jealousy and
usuperstltlon were aroused 1n the nelghbourlng Pru531ans by the. "fy’
:vﬁwealth and prosperlty of the Mennonlte farmers. The Lutheran clergy «
'~pressured the government to put restrlctlons on the rellglous
act1v1t1es of the Mennonltes, as they were, convertlng whole Luthéran
Acongregatlons b0’ the Anabaptlst cause.'9 The sum of the above

‘ condltlons consequently led to the rev1val of thoughts of mlgratlon ’

’ “xas the solutlon to the onslaught of persecutlon, as it had when f.v R

the Mennonltes orlglnally fled the Netherlands for what later becape

Tast s .-ﬁw}‘”"
e, - M .
PRSI



:_ would allow them to maintain pac1flst status, whlch was essentlal to

Pmssm-“‘ K SRR ST '-‘.-‘_;“ !

| The Mennonltes 1n Pru551a establlshed group settlements in

L whlch interactlon w1th other groups was llmlted. They enaoyed a -

but the threat of constant persecutlons and of 1nfr1ngement upon o

- thelr 1deolog1cal tenets made Pru551a unde31rable.2o

The only apparent solutlon 1ay in mlgratlon to a country that

to an ama21ng hlstoriqal c01nc1dence, the Pru351an Mennonltes were
SN

able to begln/a mass movement to the South Ru531an Ukralne.v-- o

The hlstorlcal c01nc1dence was twofold. Elrst Catherlne the

’Great of Ru551a had newly aequlred land from Turkey in what is the

‘ southern part of the.modern—day Ukralnlan Sov1et Soc1allst Republlc.21

Second, as earller had been the case w1th the Pru351an noblllty,

Catherlne was. de31rous of settllng an 1ndustrlous agrlcultural people

on these newly acqulred lands.j Theretore, Catherlne made generous o

* -

promlses to the land-seeklng Mennonltes.’ The Mennonltes were. offered _‘

free transportatmon, 1oans to establlsh Qactorles and 1ndustr1es,L
rellglous toleratlon W1th freedom to establlsh and control their
school systel and their own form of - local government. As well as.

the above, they were promlsed exemption from mllltary serv1ce, whlch

’

-
<

p PR
.

e thelr rellglous bellefs.zg -4_;,.

Thékeondltlons offered by Catherine were attractlve to many

JEermans Qﬁ*varlous rellglons, as well as #ﬁvthe persecuted Pru851an ’b

X @ ,VU‘W

o L : o
om co T -:'-e#fl.i;»

"_: Durang the perlod from 1787 to 1865, the entire Surplus .}w

. certaln measure of local autonomy w1thin the agrlcultural settlements,

) wouid allow the ex1stence of a paclflst agrlcultural people. Thanks .

N



[C)populatlon of Pnfss:v.an Mennonltes mlgrated to the Ukralne. This r N
| '1s proven by the fact that the Mennoru.tes :Ln Prussn.a did not : N
:anrease numerlcally 3 Thls also mdlcates that the ban on the g
"acqu131t.10n of new land by Mennonltes was s’crlctly enforced;“thus | | o .
-vi‘orcz.ng the growmg populat.ion to leave Prussm. ,. A ’
o The f:l.rst ”settlement of Prusalan Mennonlt.es in the step;)es of o
o the Ukraine- was made 1n 1789 at the confluence oi‘ the Dnlepe.r and
,'Chortltza RJ.vers (see Flgure 3), and’ t.he colony was named for the ”
lat‘her rlver. 4 The name Chortltza and variations of 1t contlnued
" to appear J.n many of the New World colonles as an. J.nd:Lcatlon of
‘the:.r ongms., | " o : ° | |
\ / In 1804, the second colony of Molotschna was establlshed on ke
the Molotschna Rlver.~ In 1853 and . 1861 respect:wely, colonles were
e/sﬁabllshed at Sarat.ow and 01d Somara.zv;" By 1910 there were>—t‘hirty- |
-' élx daughter colonles establlshed as the 1mm1grants eventuall}’ reachedA /'
s total of elght thousand famllles.25 o ' |
.The Mennonlte colonles in. Russ:La were establlshed under the
condl’nons of the Russ:Lan Colonlal Law. The ten artlcles of th:Ls
Law offered a number of concess:.ons mcludlng freedom of rellgion, ,y i

Ifreedom from mllltary serv:.ce, and local autonomy concerm.ng prbperty |

rlghts and :ther:;tance regula‘o;.ons (see Appendlx 1 f&r the complete’ -

llst) It was the above—mentioned ari@.cles that were to be ralsed

\ A

| with’ other~ forelgn govemments when the ne\ed for m:n.gratlon arose :Ln o "

Y

‘the mture. ‘ N | - L | |
Under the limlted autonomy»offered by Ru351an Colonial Law,'l"l"f
the colonles were left to manage thea.r own. secular and rellgious ‘
‘i affalrs. Om the whole, the result was beneflcial. ’,['he Mennonites ;

l
I
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}f strengthened thelr dlstlnctlve characterlstlcs, and enjoyed cultural :}ﬂ~ %
'__and materlal deve10pmgnt as a. result of the1r own 1ndustry and the
: ;»;favourable polltlcal“atmosphere.g§ The relatively utoplan 51tuat10n ' .

~in Russma was not tq surv1ve unchanged for-lohg, for in-a flve-year

L e

r'perlod after‘1873, elghteen thousand Mennonltes, or about one—thlrﬂ
of the total- Ru551an Ménnonlte pOpulatlon, left thelr relatively
| new homes in South Ru531a.27wf." | o |
”“_{jjy,, The cause of such a: large scale~mass mlgratlon cannot be .
explalned by any one factor.~ As in most mlgratlons, and especmally
dmrth regard to the prev1ous Mennonlte mlgrations, the group movement L
rvtiywas due to both "push" and "pull" factors. The worsenlng of
:condltlons 1n Bn331a tended to push, whlle the pull was formed by
o attractlve offers from other natlons. ,,' f j[*'l v-v/ -
The push factors 1ncluded-a shoruage of sultable agrlcultural
land for the grow1ng Mennonlte populatlon, relatlvely mlnor 1nternal;7f”
E rellglous confllcts whlch had spllt the church and would contlnue‘fj'.
'_ to spllt 1t in years. to come, and the rlse of Ru551an natlonallsm
_fln 1861, wh;cn\lnslsted upon full partloipatlon in. state affalrs.
.':The last factor was by far the most mmportant because 1t(aroused
: c:fears of compulsory milltary serv1oe and destruction of the de31red
K soc1al and phy51cal 1solat10n from the world. T
The pull factors were.essentlally the avallabillty of land and -
'f'religlous toleratlon offered by the countrles in’ the Western
v lfHemlsphere., One must bear in mind that the’ Americas had offered
'.orrefuge for Europe's masses for years and 1t 'was 1og1cal for the {..
'g:Ru531an Mennonltes to con51der the p0351b111ty of North America._: co
Ultimately the bun.ld-up of tensn.on mthi.n the group could only | o

&
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be relieved by emlgratlon to a country w1lllng to grant the

conce551ons necessary to malntaln the group 1solatlon and 1dent1ty.

’ %_iThus the reactlon to thls type of problem, as we have seen 1n the

.Netherlands and in Pru551a, was qulckly becomlng an 1nst1tut10na11zed _17
bfacet of the Mennonlte way of llfe.- Slmllarly 1n the future, anx

”*major threat to the pr1nc1ples of the falth would 1n1t1ate thoughts :

" : of w1thdrawal and emlgratlon. 'h_\

' The Pru551an experlence was repeated agaxn in the Ru551an

<

-“steppes. The rlslng wave of Russian nationallsm resulted 1n a

' clash w1th the. prosperlngpfeclflst Mennonltes.- Restrlctlons were

NS

i .placed on the acqulsftlpnaof land and Ru551an authorltles were

‘forced by the pro—natlonallsm groups to w1thdraw the mllltary

:exemptlon clauSe in the Ru351an ColOnlal Law. Fortunately for " _1'> o

sy e, o

_the Ru351an Mennonltes, as had been thg case ln Pru351a, there was

"‘a way out.. The New World countrles of. the Unlted'States and Canada -

: were acceptlng 1mm1grants. The latter ‘of these countrles was
opening up new land in the western 1nterlor and was actlvely
Sollcrblng ‘settlers for this land 29 o "‘

Negotlatlons w1th the Unlted States were not successful

because of the reluctance on the part of the Amerlcan offlclals to
deal wlth groups of 1mm1grants, or to Openly seek 1mm1grants abroad.
RN e

: The 51tuat10n in: Canada was very dlfferent. The Canadlan government

‘:faced w1th the vast expanse of “the newly acqulred Rupert's Land,

“.and the threat of Amerlcan expan51on into the Canadian West was o

o 1 jurgently*concerned w1th occupylng these western lands., Thus the

| Canadlan government was not prepared to permlt the new prov1nce of .

f"Manltoba to handle such an 1mportant problem on its own, although



Kl

:j ;Subseqnently, Wllllam Hespeler,.a

- The negotlatlons were begun ﬁhrough the Brltl e
3& ‘»; R €
Q

‘of Agrlculture belng forwarded to fh@‘RﬁgSlan Mennonite lea-f
. -2 &% ,‘u, ; ,,." . »

Y.
.1_

5
’

"Ru551a where he personally met the Mennonltevleaders l.dfdlstrlbuted v‘l :
1lnformat10n about Canada, dealt W1th questlons and dou ’S,Jand_ e . ? |
| av’-c’ffered praCtlcal advice regardmé en;lgratlon?o' | " o % o
In 1873 Ru551an Mennonlte delegates v131ted botth. tne United . ?;&f;

- States and Canada to examine the potentlal location- for: settlement.,

. The delegates represented the Rn551an Mennonlte subgroups or ,¢p o ?53~‘

"congregatlons of the Bergthal colony, the "Klelne Gemelnde" from
‘ the Bon%enko colony, and the Furstenland 5 ttlcment.: Included in

{%the group maklng the exploratlon tour were representatlves of

[

several other Anabaptlst groups and one W lthy 1nd1v1dual landowner.V;

in the - 1920'5. The groups ;_ erested in mlgratlon, and thus most

ldlssatlsfled w1th the changlng condltlons in Russma, were spllnter

N groups protest1ng agalnst the "worldllness" of the majorlty of

'Rns31an Mennonltes. Thus the groups formerly mentloned as the

”

o "Klelne Gemelnde" and Furstenland were favourably dlsposed to the |

B establlsh thelr concept o“f

: proposed mlgratlon to Canada. Canada represented a new chance to :

31
xennonltlsm 1n lndependent settlements. :

The group, later/fakmg the name Bergaler from their orlgg.p

e,
S

L



'due to. the unfavourable agrlcultural condltlons. -

'The condltlons were as follows-'

SIS

B

in the Bergthal colony, had another motlve in addltlon to those

'already mentloned.. The Bergthal colony was begun between 1836 and

=%'1852 by a group of landless famllles from the Chortltza colony. Tii
o The colony grew to 1nclude five hundred famllles llv1ng 1n five

-v1llages., The settlement eventually proved economlcally unfea51ble ‘

32_ R

On the part of the Mennonlte delegates from Ru351a, there was

| a general favourable 1mpre531on of what Canada had to offer.- At the ¥

B

conclu81on of the land tours, the delegates recelved the follow1ng

'_ 1ist of flfteen condltlons regardlng Mennonlte emlgratlon, in a 7g - . ~_e

f'letter from John Lowe Secretary of the Department of Agr1cu1ture.33f;.

2,

4 .
", An entlre exemptlon from military servlce is
Dby law and.Order-in-Cquncil:granted to the .
. Denomination of Christians called Mennonites.
2. An Order-in-Council was passed on the 3rd
- 'March last to reserve ‘eight townships in the
. : Province of ‘Manitoba for free grants on the
. .- . -+ .conditions of settlement as provided in the
ST Domlndon Lands Act, that is to say, TAny *
~ person, who is head of a family or has obtalned
: _ the age.of 21 years shall be entitled to be
R "~ ‘entered- for-l section or a less qnantlty of
- ‘ "unapproprl ed Dominion ‘lands, for a purpose
of securing homestead raght in. respect
thereof.! = °

”e_vj"‘ 'vljé The said reserve of elggt townshlpe 1s\for

~the exclu81ve use of the %Egnonltes, -and the '
said free grants of 4 sectidn to congist of

© - 160 acres each, as- deflned by the Act. ," e
- Lo Should the Mennonlte Settlement: extend : -~ - - T~
4  beyond the eight’townships set aside by R
e Order~in-Council of March 3rd last, other . ,

‘ . townships will be in the.sape way reserved o

to meet the full reqplrements ennonlte =

- -1mm1gratlon. , _ o
5. If nmext ‘gpring the Mennonlt s"t‘le son . N
~ .viewing the eight townships ‘aside for . . .. ..o ég@
.their use should decide te exchaﬁge themt~-l”:gf7}f_-_ o

for any other unoccupied eight townshlps, il
‘such- exchange w1ll be allowed. :

{ (8




w0 _'

'-6; “In addltlon to the free grant of sectlon o
e or 160 acres to every person over 21 years -
- * ‘of age.on the condition of settlement the. .
. rights to purchase the remaining 3/l.of the.
- - section at $1.00 per acre is granted by law
IR  so as to complete the whole ‘sec}ion of :640
.- .~ acres which is the largest quantity of land
.. -the Government. will grant a- patent £or to. '
one person.:
" 7. The settler will receive a patent for a-
' free grant after three years residence in
. - accordance with the terms of the Dominion "
" . Lands Act. . . -
8. In event of the death .of the eettler, the”
lawful heirs can claim -pategt for the
- free:grant upon proof that settlement duties
" _for three years have been- performed. , .
9. From the moment of occupatlon the settler
- acquires a. "homestead right" in the land.
. 10,  The fullest privilege of exerc151ng their
. religious principles is by law’ afforded :
“ to the Mennonites without any:kind of .
molestation or restriction whatever, and -
the same privilege extends to the educatlon .
‘of their children in schools. ;
11, ‘The privilege of afflrmlng instead of
- making affidavits is afforded by law. .
12, 'The Governmegt of Canada will undertake
" to furnish passenger warrants from. Hamburg
_to ‘Fort Garry for Mennonite families of =
good ‘characters for the sum-of $30.00 for
. . ‘adult. persons over the age of elght years, -
- . for persons under eight ygars half price or- -
- $15.00 and for infants urider one year, $3.00.
" 13, The Minister specially authorizes' me’ to
~state that this arrangement as to price
shall not be changed for the seasons of
. 187hL, 1875, or 1876, _
‘1L I am further to state that if it is
. changed thereafter the price. shall not
- »- .Up to.the year 1882 excee $40.00 per .
 adult and chlldren in probortlon, subject
_ to the approval of Parliament.
15, The immigrants will be provided with
~‘provisions on the portlon of the journey
between Liverpool and Colllngwood but
between other portions of the journey 3
1they are to flnd,their own prov131ons h

The Mennonltes agreed to the above—mentloned condltlons aﬂa began

“;to prepare for the mass movement to Canada

o

3



:'the newly'opened lands of southern Manltoba. Two dlfferent tracts :fﬁi:h'
'fof land were reserved by the Domlnlon Goverﬁment for settlement by

;Mennonltes only.» The flrst reserve was east of the Red Rlver. It

, The ‘area chosen by the Mennonlte advance delegatnon was w1th1n

;_contalned elght townshlps 1n 1ts orlglné?fstate.: ThlS reserve was ;_"' R

: _establlshed and settled 1n 1873. The second reserve, the West Reserve, -

\tLe open plaln.. Prevlous settlers had shunned the open pralrle,,-g

N
SN

'\settlements.

&
It con51sted of mostly pralrle lands ‘unllke the treed and marshy

was establishedtseveral yéars later in a. locatlon west of the flrst. o

o N _ !
East Reserve (see F1gure h) o 'q o <;j>‘:
‘ For the most part the land proved suﬁtable for agrlculture

of the type carrled on. by the. Mennonltes in the Russ1an\steppes.fﬁ:

.To‘ﬁhls group of Mennonltes belongs the dlstlnctlon of havlng been o

the flrst to demonstrate successfully/that agrlculture could be ?
carrled out on. the treeless plalns of thu Canadlan West 35 R‘JNV _- R

The success of thelr settlements in southern Manltoba was :: fy.;'f'77%;

proof that a good quallty agrlcultural llfe could be obtalned on .

preferrlng 1nstead the woodlands and fertlle rlver bottom lands.
Theftrend was Changlng and was marked by these flrst Mennon te
_ % ._ , v
For the most part, the Mennonites establlshed colonles in’ ' "vg‘53 ‘
Manltoha in much the same way they had establlshed daughter colonles .4R<;:H

~in Russla. Under the Ru351an Colonlal Law, thc had establlshed

tf seml-autonomous nucleated agrlcultural villages w1th ‘an . associated

} open fleld or. communal economy. The mlgratlon to Manltoba proved

! . s . 3 R ° N .‘
. L . ¥
g
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L td be a wholesale transfer of the Same settlement pattern 1nc1ud1ng

VVthe open fseld economy. In the 1n1t1al sub51stence or ploneerlng

1~‘lpEr10d the open fleld system proved very successful but encountered

)

?,,tdlfflculty as the Mennonltes began to adopt the commercaal graln f’ii;jtafifq

o 1ndustry. Thls aspect of Mennonlte development w1ll be dlscussed

‘4ﬂ51n more detall later w1th reference tolghe survzval of the total

‘A

| vsettlement pa’btem .
[

Less than twenty*years after the establlshment of'the Manltoba

hcolonles the flrst out—mlgratlons occur;gd%i Thls‘migratlon began ~

o - i e

: 2\
“in 1893 and was dlrected to the formatlon a colony south of

; Rosthern, Saskatchewan. Thls colony was’ supported by the Rhelnland

J,‘_Mennonlte Assoc;sklon of Manltoba. Varlous MennOnlte factlons °

' partlclpated 1n the movement to the Rosthern area. The general

»movement 1ncluded a largecgroup of 0ld Colonlsts from the West

- <

:_Reserve 1n Manltoba. These Old Colonlsts carrled w1th them thev o

'strassendorf v1llage system establlshed 1n Manltoba. Thus t

"dlstlnctlve agrlcultural ‘settlement pattern was transferred to the'»? |

Hague—Osler area: of Saskatchewan.}?v.',:'.'/.' o

. In addltlon to the settlements 1n the HagueeOsler area of

»-Saskatchewan, other 1and was acqulred for the rpose of settllng ;

"';Mennonltes from the Manltoba Reserves.' The land purchased by

V?Mennonltes ‘in. Alberta and BrltISh Columbla was not settled rn the ,."'; ’

”

'V"aﬁstrassgndorf v1llage pattern. The reason for establlshment of the'dfﬂ‘

'inold world" settlement only 1n Saskatchewan w1ll be discussed 1; aﬁ.;.h:
‘i:flater chapter. Although contlguous tracts of land were settled by
‘iligroups of- Mennonrtes, the method of §ettlement conformed strictly
~;a_to the prov1sxons of" the Domlnlons Lands Act.‘: R

. N

R
W
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_i‘l” In 190&, the Rhelnland Mennonlte Assoc1at10n of Manltoba

/ made appllcatlon for land in. southern Saskatchewan south of the

“ ~
S 1

town of Swift: Current. The land 1n the amount of six townshlps

ﬁ; was granted as a reserve to the Mennonltes. This was to remaln 7_.‘

. reserved solely for the purposes of Mennonlte settlement untll

-

Wk

‘1909, when what was/not taken up by Mennonltes was to be opened i S
viifor general settlement. ;"”‘ ” e
o Mennonlte settlement on’the Sw1ft Current Reserve also took
.the form ‘of. the strassendorf v1llages characterlstlc of the Manltobaf

J lReserves and of the 01d Colony Hague—Osler settlement. Tt is these

i_’settlements that - form the focus of thls study

2

'if;j In choqslng Canada, the Mennonltes dld not flnd the 1deal
; S L RN

pla@e in whlch to practlce thelr rellglon and way of life. They

vwere subJect to renewed harassment w1th the onslaught of World

War II when, as German ethnlcs, they were dlsfranchlsed. Furthermore,
-, ine the perlod follOW1ng the War, the questlon of forelgn language .

'1nstructlon 1n schools.was raised, malnly connectlon with the _'

<

| French/Engllsh dlspute//ffhls controversy engulfed the Mennonltes
" and thelr system of égzcation. . C;;{WS“'
German was the language: of 1E§§ructlon in the Old Colony
M,Mennonlte schools and was consmdaygd hy the hennonlte clergy as
essentlal to the preservatlon oﬁ,the Mennonlte culture. By denying

the use of German, the Canadlaﬁ government threatened the cultural

'surv1val of, the Mennonltes. Anis threat 1nLtmated,vas 1n the past

“thoughts of wlthdrawaljgh femigratlon..‘ln thls 1nstanée the country

: £ L
;chosen was Mex1co, wherffthe authorltles were w1lllng to grant

°:& \ certaxh conce551ons acceptable to the Mennonltes.. As 1n thelr other
. v ; ,;‘{'. ) . . l" o
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'gimigratlons, 1t was the conservatlve.elements.that left Canada for ffuf
- Mexlco. These conservatlve elements were the people most affected ‘
| by the changlng condltlons Wthh threatened the Mennonlte way of llfe. h}f'
Subsequent mlgratlons and movements have taken Mennonl tot‘
| »nearly all the countrles of the Amerlcas.f In general Mennonlte
| mlgratlons and colonlzatlon attempts have met w1th varylng degrees
of success relatlve to the stand d of 11v1ng of the host country.
Flnally, there has been a: hlgh frequency of mlgratlons among ‘d
; the Mennonltes. The movements have been of both 1nternal and inter— o

_ natlonal natures. The movement to the settlements to be dlscussed

>

was of an 1nternal nature, 51m11ar to the movements resulting in

-

ﬁ ‘ daughter colonies’ in the Ru551an Ukralne. In the case of thls

study, the settlements to be examlned are uaughter colonles of the
- A
'prev1ously establlshed Manltoba colonleS'and w;ll therefore be

~

examlned in. that llght.
CONCLUSIONS [ R '_ oy
' Earller, the early 51xteenth.century rellglous orlglns of the
f'group of Low Gountry Dutch people ‘that eventually became Mennonltes
were. dlscussed. In addltlon, the dlscu531on broadened to 1nclude
'a br1ef survey of the mlgratlons of the group and their spread
=:throughout the: Western. WOrld. S - |
Soon after the advent of Mennonltlsm many members of the
rellglous group took up reSLdence in the Vlstula Delta of Poland
(1ater Pru551a) ‘The nature of the. phy51ca1 env1ronment and the ‘7

N o ; foer J
\\\_farmlng methods requlred favoured theiformatlon of ;solated b

aco—operatlve group’settlements. Wlthln the settlements, socmal
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and ‘economic act1v1t1es were conflned largely to group members.
These settlements were 1nit1ally allowed a certaln amount of 1ocal

antonomy under thelr own elected 1ocal off1c1als, and thls tended

to 1solate the Mennonlte communlty from the larger s001ety.. '

ulven ‘the above 51tuatlon, 1t was natural that 2 separatlon :

. began to ocour between the. Mennonlte colonles and the larger

. bitlons, or consplcuous behav1ous, whlch was not condu81ve to the

soclety. Thls dlfferentlatlon was further strenghtened by the B
Mennonite rellglon and thelr Germanlc language whlch set them
apart from “their Pollsh nelghbours. |

| After the Polish or West Pru551an Vlstula Delta area became

unsultable for the surv1val of the. Mennonlte way of llfe, the

—~—

"tnMennonltes were forced to mlgrate into yet athher cultural area.

In the Russlan Ukralne they- settled in the sparsely pOpulated

) steppes. Under the Ru351an Colonlal Law they were encouraged to

38

enaoy local autonémy W1th1n thelr v1llage communes . ; ThlS fact

| blocked pOSSlbllltleS of - a551m11at10n 1nto the larger soclety\ i

The v1llage admlnlstratlon owned the land w1th1n de51gnated '
conflnes and exercmsed a large measure 6f‘soc1al and economlc -

control over all of the v1llage 1nhab1tants. In addltlon, the

- open fleld system, 1ntroduced 1nto the Mennonlte settlements shortl'v

after the flrst mlgratlon from PnuSSLa, comblned W1th the closed

v1llage hab1tat° tended to; lend solldarlty, through co—operatlon,

to the group, eventually developlng 1nto a "well—lntegrated social

organlsm" 39 Further developlng thelr 1solat10n, the Mennonltes .

adopted a system of elected lay preachers for thelr churches,'

‘ and thls effectlvely stlfled hlgher 1earn1ng, worldllness, worldly f-

A



.35
edevelopment of strong 1nd1v1dual leaders-ho 3' rig'

The Ru551ans advocated the soc1al, economlc, and rellglous

o separatlon of the Mennonltes. In the 1n1t1al stages of settlement

)‘ fthe Russman<1nst1tutlonal framework, especlally the government and .:h.,'

'.the economy, alded the establlshment of the MEnnonltes, but very
: 1qu1ckly, they were expected to organlze themselves 1nto a self—

,‘suf£1c1ent, self—regulatlng system of colonles. The Ru551an

=

- authoritles conSIdered the German-Speaklng Mennonltes as forelgners

and.heretlcs. Thus 1t was - expedlent that they be sealed off from

"the rest of the Ru551an populatlon.gl.n N
i

Finally, the social. system thus developed allowed only a :‘[

: mlnlmum of out51de contact.» Mennonlte prosperity was, made dependent
. on the W1de use of the natural“resources W1th1n the llmlts of -the o

‘o

g -’colony.» The whole system was sanctloned by the Ru551an-aut arltles

,ﬂ‘and by the late nlneteenth century, the Mennonltes had become a:

PN

”‘sdlstlnctlve people w1th well—developed 1nst1tutlons to deal w1th

rellglon, educatlon, and 01v11 onder. ‘ 3 tf_%”‘1 .é?‘
1‘{ﬂj Today the term "Mennonlte" means more: tnan<an afflllatlon W1th

‘fa partlcular fundamentallst Protestant bect., The word Mennonlte
'1ncludes a w1de range of degrees of conservatlsm. On one end of
vn”the SCale are the modern evangellcal Mennonite churches whlch are .

f'surf1c1ally 1ndlst1ngulshable from other Protestant church groups.

e

;?Qn the other hand, the scale is balanced by the most conservative ’
bigroup represented hy the "Altkolenler" (Old Colony) and the Amish qf,5’°
. Mennonltes. ThlS latter group, espec1ally the Amlsh Mennonltes, L

f,are characterized by a strlct adherence to a‘very conservatIVe way ‘"'}55

)

lkof llfe, which includes the malntenance of austere dress codes’and

[N e B
TR R i
S . R o
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3iand the refusal to use any of the modern convenlences includlngrthelﬂﬂ,f.==7

use of modern agrlcultural equlpment. In these more conservative

groups, belng a Mennonlte_has become more than a rellgion'? 1t 1s

.07

-'a total way of life.-‘Thus, in deflnltlon, the conservatlve groups

ecome ethnxo“groupé wlth thelr own. culture, 1anguage, and e

= rellglon." _ﬁ[ @ .'urf”

Mlgratlon to Caﬁade had effects on the soc1al development of
the Mennonlte people., New schlsms appeared 1n the exletlng groups<‘
'4when the "old world"‘oeasant economy encountered the concept of
commerc1al agrlculture 1n the Canadlan west. As snall be dlscussed .

'later, these factors had a dlrect bearlng on the nature and surv1val'

:of the 0ld Colony Mennonlte-eettlements.ln Saekatchewan.g_



,(Sbottdale Pa.: Herald}Press, 19&7). R 18._;‘
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1'I'he 'c.erm st.rassendorf rei‘ers 0 the v1llage pattern whlch
con51sts of: one ‘street with ’E.he mdlndual lots-on. en.ther 'side’ of

_this street.. The lots vary in. gize-according to the areaof settle- .
~ ment; but usually contained all farm facilities including the - S
o connected house-and-barn, livestock fac:.lltles, machmery storage,
~as well as household garden plorts. _‘-} o .
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13The Ménnonltes moved 1nto the Danz1g area, onto the delta of

: the Vlstularand Nogat Rivers. The area as marshy ‘land. well below .
sea level. 'The dykes built by the Teutohic Knights during. reclama—
“tion in the thlrteenth fourteenth, and fifteenth. centuries were

T:vlargely rulned and the land was again flooded. ‘Dutch entrepreneurs
* offered restoratlon by - 1nv1t1ng Mennonites from. the Netherlands, who-

were skilled dyke bullders to’ settle in the area. - More Mennonltee

'folloyed, as persecutlon in: the Netherlands 1ncreased and as the.
reputatlon of the Mennonites as’ reclamatlon experts grew and spread;,,j

N G-

The Vlstula—Nogat delta came under control of the Kingdom of

' '?government and the lack of tolerance associated with it ‘eventually

0 55 y (Brene, Indlana. Mennonlte Book Concern, 1920), p. 1h8.

‘ed. Douald Swalnson

led to the migration of Mennonites to Russia from the Vlstula-Nogat

'Adelta after nearly one; ‘hundred years of settlement. j

.prussla after the first partition of Poland in 1772... This change in s
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The Manltoba Mennonltes orlglnated from a larger group of
dlssatlsfled corellglonlsts leaving Ru531a for North Amerlca. They
left in the face of 1ncrea31ng pressure of "Ru551f1catlon" whlch i

threatened to destroy the Mennonlte 1nst1tut10ns. In order to preserve-

XN

these 1nst1tut10ns, a group of elghteen thousand Mennonltes from .

& %arlous settlements ‘in the Rns51an Ukrame dec1ded to mlgrate to

oy 8

s

" varlous Unlted States alternatlves.‘

North America after 1873.v Approx1mately elght thousand of thls .

larger group chose a southern Manltoba\locatlon as Opposed to theait

//‘ ‘

? Early in- 1873, there were nutual OVertures made by the Canadlan

C government and by Mennonltn representatlves and an exchange of

O

R 1nformat10n ‘took place.. A movement of thls nature was seen ‘a8,

_',~mutually beneflclal for two of the partles concerned whlle the g

~ Russian gove;nment obgected but allowed the mlgratlon.

The Canadlan government was de51rous of settllng the West, in

',order to thwart any poss1ble 1nv351on of Amerlcans across the forty- ;

vnlnth parallel 1nto the newly acqulred Rupert's Land. In additlon,b ;

»

to ensure the economlc v1abillty of the transcontlnental rallroad

!



:llnk between Bratlsh Columbla and the rest of Canada, 1t was 1mperative ,'bf'f

v:that the Plalns between be settled by agrlcultural people.b Finally,
in w1der natlonal perspectlve, large scale 1mm1gration was. necessary
‘to develop‘the agrlcultural hlnterland, whlch in, turn was essentlal

* to the 1ndustr1al development of ‘Central Canada. The Mennonltes were
'de51rous of leav1ng Ru351a and were. ready to accept a host country
'that would prov1de the soc}al env1ronment that the Ru351an governmentipn
“was in the process of destroylng ‘ | _a‘ o

| Shortly after the 1nlt1al contact and exchange of 1nformat10n,

' a twelve—man delegatlon 0 Mennonltes from varlous colonles 1n Ru351a
.vv131ted the land avallabl in both the Unlted States and Canada. The;'
| Canadlan land was located in the area of what later became the East |

. ~Reserve. - The land examlndd if Manltoba was found to be marshy in’

areas and exce531ve1y dry and subject to drought 1n others. The

o cllmate and the natlve populatlon were considered by some as other

negatlve aspects of" the land in Manltobao. This is: ev1denced by the
d .
: follow1ng excerpts from the dlarles of delegatlon members*

- WAL some places the land is good, ‘but rallroad -
‘facilities are poorse,The lumber for building
purposes must bé shipped by way of the Red
River from Mlnnesotaa..Grasshoppers are plentl-

- ful. “The’ prlce of stock and agrlcultural

, 1mplements is more reasonable in the Unlted
States than in Manltoba, and if the same is
- shipped across’ the boundary a duty must be paid
on 1t."2 S

Furthermore, another delegaﬂlbn member appeared{to favour a re-

1

examlnatldn of Unlted States land as another more sultable po331b111ty-

" ;..flve of- the deputatlon determlned to
accompany me to Dskota, as we were fully . _
~ satisfied with our experience there. Manitoba
has a good soil — and good water at some places, .
~ but it has not much facilities for transporta— L
- tion to or from - and the inhabltants are. nearly e

TN
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‘ ©all. half—breeds Indlans & Paor, shlftless
. ‘race of people, and I can not recommend 1t as
a good place for settlement."3 ;; T

Accordlng to the above, it would then seem that Manltoba

"'flnltlahiy proved to be qulte unde51rable as a potentlal home for the

'.

;,Mennonltes. The questlon then arlses as. tojwhy more than one—thlrd

‘of the elghteen thousand Mennonltes leav1ng Russ1a declded to settle
T'1n Manltoba. It appears that the questlon of land quallty was not = a
jof prlmary concern to at least one ssgment of thls larger group.
This’ portlon of the larger group vlewed the questlgn of "freedom of
consc1ence" to be uppermost., The: elght thousand Mennonltes who )
- chose Canada felt that the exemptlon from mllltary service could be '

- more ea51ly obtalned in Canada than 1t could in the Unlted States.

B

The reason for thls Oplnlon was formed durlng the v151t to’ the
Unlted States by delegation members° Whlle there, contact was made -

. '”D” A .

wath the Hutterlan Brethern, a 51m11ar Anabaptlst 5roup. Mllltary

,‘serv1ce exemptlon had been denled them as had the request for control

'_"over the admlnlstratlon of thelr own schools.» These 1ssues were of

. quallty,

. major 1mportance to the conservatlve members of the Mennonlte :
congregatlons. Thus, the experlence of the Hutterlan Brethern 1n

.”the Unlted States undoubtedly played a role in dlvertlng a consxderable
number of emlgratlng Ru961an Mennonltes to Canada.h :l,v: “‘j_' |

In addltlon to the above, land in Canada, although of a lower

N . 1873 was free for the flrst 160 acres. Addltlonal land in the amount

' 1n the Unlted States. Land granted‘under the Domlnlon Lands Act in

L_Iof &80 acres per person could be purchased for $1.00 an acreQ' Ini' : j5,57

‘the Unlted States, 1and was avallable at $3.00 an acre, and there was o

A ‘o : ! "-
. . o



B & letter i‘rom‘ the Department of Agrlcu.lture to the Mennonlte

conservatlve element. and the poorer elememg, of the mlgratlng M )

on:Lte group chose Manltoba over and above the Un:.ted )Sta\és\é

Accord:.ng to condltlons lald down by the- federal govemment in

. representat:l.ves (see Appendlx 3), the Mennom.te m:.grants were to be -

D

of the Domlm.on Lands Act amended

glven speclal rlghts to_ Aa;tract of land con51stmg of elght townshlps
known as the East Reserve. It was. located about thlrty mlles south-—
east of Wlnnlpeg, Mam.toba (see Flgure 1+) The most 1mportant oi‘
these spec:.al rlghts mcluded the exclus:.ve :1ght to homestead the
land w:.thln the reserved areas thereby prov:.dlng msurance agamst PR
the mtrusmn by non-Mennonlte elements 1nto the settlement area. |
The Mennonlte-s were to homeste?d the land under the condﬁlorrs

ater in 1876 to allow‘the

o Hmhonltes the Opportunlty oi‘ re-e}stabllshlng the settlement form :

to which they had become accustomed in ‘the Russ:Lan Ukrame.

By spec1a1 Orders-ln-Councn.l land totalln.ng nine hundred uquare :

miles was reserved for settlement exclu51vely by Mennon:.tes; In’ 1873 N s

o the East Reserve, totalllng elght townsh:.ps or 288 square mlles, ‘was.

chosen. The Mennonltes began arriv:.ng and occupy;mg the land in 187l+. o

The qual:.ty of the land 1n th:i.s :Ln:.tlal settlement area had never '

'satlsfled the Mennomtes and was not of sufflclent quantlty to accom-'

modate all of the foiﬁy thousand Mennonltes ex‘pect’ed to mlgrate to 3

Canada. ThlS was an opt:n.mlstlc i‘igure as only elghteen thousand e

o Mermonltes left Russn.a dur:mg thn.s perlod, <

v,eet._tl_ed :m;--.C,anada. Nonetheless theiland set aside was not enou i

' elght thousand



pes

to accoumodate those Mennonltes that dig come. The delegates ask&l,,

therefore, that they be allowed the rlght to select at a’ later date, »:,;- '

L

_’la parcel of land subject to “the same condltlons as the orlgmal grant. o

Shortly after the :mltlal settlement in the East Reserve, LT

anothér Order-—ln-rCouncil was 1ssued and accordmg to the above- .

L.

s = au~ .

agreement reservedxa larger tract oi‘ land south of the

\TJ :

o 'orig:inal‘_g’ran 1 e ' ‘th,e Red. R:Lver. In 1875, the mcommg

Mermonltes, as well ai‘s some fro : erve, began to settle

the seventeen townsh.lps or 612 square m:Lles of wha W
AN

s

as the West Reserve. < = o

beess of occupwlng the land was unusual ‘but °1mp1e.‘:A,‘

tsgroup of‘wouldpbe settlers, generally relatlves, frlends, or. members .‘.‘:

. of the same congregatlon banded together, poollng thelr 1nd1v1dually— o
vdeeded homestead quarter»sectlons in order that the seml-communal ; ,

‘ v1llage pattern could be establzshed. “The v1llagers all agreed to a u.

'lv: number of condltlons, 1nclud1ng not to sell thelr land to anyone of

whom the village populatlon as a whole had not approved. The |
'co—operatlve assocmatlon was voluntary, with each member agreelng to o nf

ablde w:Lth the by—laws of the resultant v:Lllage m order that all

mlght beneflt equally from’ the quallty and quant:.ty o\fl\d ,'lable

)
<

| to the v111age. ]
. T * A S .
The group of nllagers usually elg?o thirty fémilies, ‘chose .

, 1ts :mdindual homestead quarter-sectlon th respect to what the

: group declded was needed by way of arable land, woodland, pasture,v v

_ ‘,‘.water and other natural resources. The vn.llage 31te was chosen to" _."

""be central thhﬁr the avallable 1and, generally an mtentlonally SR
: _-cont:.guous block wh:Lch was apportloned into mdlv:.dual v111age lots ‘

O ot

RN L
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'lor farm yards, flelds and pastures. In this way, the vlllage land
- 'was div;ded so that each fanmer recelved -an equltable share of 4
i;suitable land.‘ Thu the Manltoba Mennonltes were able to establlsh

' “a unlque settlement pattern, whlch has surV1ved in. part to the :,f L
- \ N

: ,5present day.u_ (3 ~ ; , ‘

Through the series of mlgratlons, whlc e aracterlzed the

ff;Hennonlte people from the1r orlgln/zn/the Netherlands they developed

o .
’]

':from a rellgvous group 1nt /én/ethnlc group w1th cultural trapplngs

K 'pecullar'to themselv o The\brlgln of the llnear settlement form .
hit Old Colony Mennonltes 1n S&skatchewan today

1s the subject of dlscu551on 1n the following sectlon of the study.'.

The agrlcultural v1llage settlement pattern used by the: Mennonltest

8
Cig  not unique; In Canada to them. The llnear v1llage fgrm bears

Lono .
AT

d,some 31mllar1ty to the llnear settlements that the French establlshed

'ﬂﬁln Canada as early as theA31xteenth oentury. The French pattern, as :

-

v
-

“'dﬁes’the Mennonlte pattern flnds 1ts roots 1n the antecedent 'Q!v

= inlneteenég» entury Thls latter pattern 1s today only barel»

-dlscernlble 1n the areas of Saskatche&an xn whlch 1t was esta

“ .

In the Marschhufendorf type of settlement form, bulldlngs are'ﬂ'

;located along the village road or along a river.?" The agrlcultnralﬁd"

T land lles around the nllage” and is dlnded /Ainto long narrow strips

‘ .lylng at - rlght angles to the V1llage orientatlon. ‘The land usei

1nten31ty characterlstlcally deereases with dlstance f om the ijr'(

1farmstead with w00dlots and c0mmon land at the grea est dlstance
L from the house (see flrst trassengor plan~ Figure 5) é:ff

Lo

e o A
plished. ..



2

E]

,

Figure 5° S -
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The s1mllar1ty betwéen the above and the Mennonlte agricultural

v1llage is llmlted to/the ba51c form.- In the Ménnonlte v1llage,

.Jthouses were located .on onenor both 51des of anroad and in- Manltoba;:fi
.”along both a rlver and a road w1th the rlver at the rear and houses

ﬁo_on only one side of the road, w1th the spacxng of houses dependent<ﬁq'l"

.,;von the v1llage 1ot 31ze.~ S . ' T: o >‘_v" ‘13f; T

- Unllke the form mentloned prev1ously, the Mennonlte v1llage fot

vor farm yard comprlsed only enough area to bu11d the house and out—'

”',bulldlngs, pasture -a few cattle, and enough arable 1and for garden

» S

’use. The rest of the 1nd1v1dua1 farmer’s~share of land was located
- L .
"out31de the v1llage proper and was arranged in tﬁe\Qpen fleld system

vas dlscussed earller.

- The arrangement of yillage and open fleld system was adopted

\‘*

w1dely in Europe durlng the tenth century 10 The open fleld system .
was generally assoc1ated w1th the Haufendbrf and Angerdorf village

'lforms rather than the llne or street v1llage or Marschhufendorf form ; ’
§ charabterlstlc of the Mennonlte v1llage form.l} The Mennonltes o _.fvi

'V/}seem to have adopted a pecullar pattern of lane gillage and open .

' fleld system.AZJ How and why the Mennonltes adopted thls arrangement -

ii-'
0

: can be answered in thelr hlstorlcal experience. o ,4

N

The Mennonltes]were invlted 1nto Pru351a in groups by ar1ous :

.

'ﬁ Pru551an land owners. They were to open up the more unde51rable

4’and underpopulated areas of Prussia as part of the f‘

"

) ;of economlc and \s c1al 1mprovement carried out by 3
monarchs of the 31xteenth and seventeenth centu 1es. The Mennonltes '

"‘have been credlted W1th maklng much.of the formerly useless swamp

dland ihto valuable arable land. :

. /



e

f;'} In Pru531a, the Mennonltes organlzed themselves 1n1tlally 1nto': e

long narrow llne settlements fashloned after the Marschhufendorf,

.Q whlch was a. common form of settlement 1n Northern Europe at the
tlme.' The houses formlng a v1llage were placed in a long row,
usually along the bank of a rlver; WIth the dlstance between the',
houses greater than the dlstance later found between houses 1n the S
Mandtoba v1llages. Mennon1tes comlng 1nto Pru551a at 1ater dates ;d'h

-j: establlshed the Ang rdorf as. the settlement form where the bulldlngs‘

f' were arranged casually around a central elongated square (see

Flgure 5) The land controlled by the Mennonlte v1llages was not

- operated accordlng to the communal open fleld system even though the f

‘actlce was c0mmon in surroundlng Pru551a from the Mlddle Ages "
The land was owned and operated by the 1nd1v1dual agrlcultural

v1llagers,$whlle the community organlzatlon Was c0p1ed from that

whlch the Mennonltes Were g&&&llar with in the Netherlands.f The~

v1llages of.Holland from?whnch the Mennonltes came, and those in

J 2 i
Pru351a whlch thqy,establlshed, requlred a hlgh degree of co~operat10n
1n order to malntaan?the elaborate system_of dykes and dralnage L

ditches. The viilages were admlnlstered by elected oific1als, the
head of whom ﬁas the "Schulze" There 1s no ev1dence that the R

Mennonltewchurch controlled the civil government as 1t later dld

’_f in Ruégla. v

“lffs The population of the varlous Pru3s1an settlements was not

nenessarlly solely Mennonite but Was 1ntersper"ed w1th other _lvwi,f‘l
Dutch people of varlous rellglous afflllations. However, there 1s
?‘ 'ev1dence that the "Waisenanat" (orphan welfare) and a flre 1nsurance g

L "1/ :

£ ~
"



'y"

.'t groups was termed the "volost", whlch was a "collectlve and

scheme, ]gater closely connected wlth thé’Mennonlte church and '-i "’ ""‘: I':.‘{"
Mennonite conmmnltn.es, d1d orlgmate with the Mennom.tes from the " '?;_» e
- co—operat;l.ve\ v1llages of P.ruSSJ.a.l-l-'F_ = ; "j :;‘ ,:,-"

‘ y v

Rempval of the Mennonltes to Ru351a followed Catherlne II's ' R
general mntatlm to aJ,l Em'°1-"""‘-"~ns exceptlng Jews: She pronded | .. )
for fre,e land to ba .seﬁtiéed' by gI‘ﬁHPS, preferrably of s:.mllar . ’%x ;
ethn:Lc, nat:.onal, or: rellglous afflllatlon- v ‘I'he free *'.Land forlthe

»,lx

o :Lndlvz.sable property" belong:mg to a partlcular forelgn colocny.15 =

PR

e
In the case of the Mennom.te settlements the "volost" was. T
.-' ‘ ’ . . N 7/
' '5 apportloned :.nto 175—acre plots whlph became the herltable property /{ :

. of 1nd1v1dual fale:Les.v The land not needed for homesteads at’ the //

‘tlme of lnltlal settlement was used ias v:.'Llage conunon land., ThlS

O was used for common pasture, woodland or. lease land the 1ncome f,;pm .
Whlch went to the v:l_llage treasury. o L
The nllage operated under an agreement bmdlng v:.llage members
’ ’\c

to a number of provismns. The provz.smns were enforced by the R " -
q' . . “vvl

local Menn.onlte go’vernment wh:Lch was closely all:Led w1th the church. L
Fallure to ablde by the colony by-la.ws could result 1n excomrmmma—- ‘
t:Lon from the church, expuls:Lon from the colony, and loss of the T ;
spec1al rlghts and prlvﬂeges enjoyed by the colony under the |
'. Russmn Colon:.al Law. G T ! | i -
Land was owned by the fam:.ly 1n permanent usufr'uct unless the )
fama_ly should d1e out whereupon the la.nd reverted to the nllage.

Ll

ThlS le.nd was not to be sold fnortgaged, or partltloned, thus 1t

N

always remalned w:.thn.n the doma:m of the government of the colony. _

In thls way the Russn.an Imperlal govemment kept the Mennon:Ltes and



A'.J.

”‘A-other ethnlc groups segregated and the Mennonltes managed to achieve.;
protectlon from 1ntru31on by “outslders" 16' ed ' o |

There Were two factors 1nf1uenc1ng the change in settlement "

‘> pattern. Flrst the Ru851an authorltles themselves, 1n the develOp-‘dgfﬂ»t'.

; - ment ™ of the Code of 18h2, through the varlous Ru331an C°1°nial»Laws ;lff,“"“ _
1°f the early nlneteenth century, 1nst1gated change. Sec0nd the o

; Ly -

_llnewly vaulred nomadlc nelghbours led to changes in’ the settlement t;i"” s
’ ;Tpattern establlshed by‘the new colonle & :'li:;.‘,l?{aLJf?T\\-ff,
| The Ru551an authorltles 1nst1gated the red1v1s10n of the "volbst“.“;"
Vlnto large open flelds W1th each fleld d1v1ded 1nto 1ong narrow .
,strlps farmed 1nd1v1dually by the Mennonlterfarmers. Thls was. avone—
ft1me red1v131on to 1mprove the qpallty of agrlculture w1th1n the
?:Mennonlte settlements. The redlstrlbutlon of land resulted in a: .. SRR
change from the former method of landholdlng.17 ";Lv,j-tgi:lf"ltfli __t;wi
. The constant attacks by thelr nomadlc nelghbours led the o

*Mennonltes to consolldate thelr v1llages rafher than to malntaln the
long,drawn out Marschhufendorf. The resultant settlement form was o

’ . t

a llnear v1llage w1th bulldlngs relatlvely closé together and along

" on€ or both 31des of a.central street. Thls v1llage pattenn came

‘ to be assoc1ated w1th the open.field system of agrlculture.lg_;vtc

The Mennonltes adapted thelr settlement form éo accommodate
-the Ru331an 1nf1uence whlle malntalnlng the general llnear form .

-whlch origlnated in the MarSchhufendorf in Holland and Pru351a. L

?",Thus, the settlement pattern Whlch was carrled to Manltoba was a

o :result of the past Pru831an experience and the=more 1mmed1ate

EEN

. Ru551an 1nfluence.,‘_-



_-’MANI?OBA smmmr PATTERN AND VILI.AGE MORPHOLOGY
RS ' L ‘ L
: g§~2pch farmér Was ellglble to receive 160 acres of free homesteadisgg

','land from the federal government.ifA group of Mennonlte farmers,

-:same congregatlon would pool thelr homestead land after agree1ng

o to a number of prov131ons. One such agreement has been preserved.l?e'.

| P’t ThlS agreement refers to the w1lllngness of the part1c1pants

;;.to establlsh v1llage qommunltles llke those they had establlshed

‘-

' _1nsRu551a with the assoclated communal land use system..vrheppﬂfp'

e arrangement also outllnes the dutles of each v1llager w1th regard

b'.'-to taxes and. schools. Each v1llager also voluntarlly agreed not to

utTSell hlS 1and to- a person not approved of'by the rest of the. v1llage

populatlon.zq Thls last polnt was de31gned to malntaln the group

"1nsular1ty in the v1llage system.

: AR
-_settlemﬁﬁts in Manltoba (see Figure 6) The example glven,ln

e
H

'“centrally to the v1llage land and d1v1310n 1nto flelds and pastures

The recreatlon of the Ru551an v1llage env1rgnment is glven 1n ;:“

| 'a hypot.hs jee

.cal example taken frqm Warkentln's study of Mennonlte

(RN

'fFigure 6 supposes that the average v1llage will be composed of twenty
: famllleS.; The head of each famlly w1ll recelve a quarter-sectlon |
of land from the federal government. The avallable land for the

' v1llage then totals flve sectlons or flve square mlles of land. A

Ideally, the 1and would be chosen 1n such a way as to fOrm one o

'i;_contlguous block as in Figure 6. The V1llage 31te was then located

.

could begzn. The v1llage land or "flur" was d1v1ded 1nto large

| i .fleldﬁ or "gewanne" These "geWanne" were further dlwlded 1nto

| 3;long narrow strlps of 1nd1v1dually farmed flelds termed "kagel“

2

B

S .
o

51

.p"usually relatives frlends in Ru531a, or even just members of. the o -
F i L

P
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‘ 'fj:buildn.ngs'L SRR

U a much larger area of land Whlch in - fact mcreaseg’ in area. in

' e AT TR Y
ey .
e
. . N .

' :v,-"The non-arable ]and was used fon common pasture 1n whlch each

A

-,v1J_lager enjoyed communal rlghts. Fu.rthermore ’ each farmer recelved

. '_ja v:Lllage lot upon whlch he’ constructed h:Ls home, barn, and out-

,~'.

Thus the v1llage settlement pattern of the Russ@settlements

; ."‘was recreated w1th only a i‘ew minor dlfferpnceso ‘The pattem was - -

.. -"fmuch more regular in the Manltoba settlements dde to the practlce
' ,_:_of usmg the rectangu.lar sur'\;ey llnes as guldes to the measurement
'1 and d1v131on of the varlous laFd parcels .22 : ‘_
| ThJ.s system of v:u.llage establlshment was used i‘rom the earllest

o .days oi‘ settlement 1.n all the vaﬂges in both ‘the East and West

Reserves. Legal foundatlon, however, was not glven to thls practlce o

) unt:.l 1876 when the Donu.nlon Iands Act was amended to pI‘OVlde -for -

dev:.atlon from the regular res:Ldence requlrement oi‘ the Dom:nlon

C Lands Act of 1872. 23

The system used by the: Mennonltes had certaln advantages over :
‘the system proposed by the Donu.nlon Lands Act. Under the latter,

*the would-be settler chose h:.s »quarter—sectlon homestead in such a.

: :‘way as to prov1de for the necessary arable land, pasture land

. ,woodland, and water supply. On the other hand ‘under the former

system, the would—be vn.llagers were 1n effect able to beneflt from

-

s relatlonshn.p to the populatlon of the Village. The resultant greater '

amount of land could theoretlcally prov1de a greater resource base

' ‘-and thus a more equltable and de81rable arxqangement of land use.:le
The system worked well 1n the West Reserve where the land

was of a much more umform quallty than Was the case in the East

n
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Y

' o ly dralned, more heavily ooded, and contanned

'.~x1n th st”ﬁeserve.wereﬁ

y“ .

/ )

3 block. The v1llage of Blumenort 1n the East Reserveals an excellent
: example of this 51tuatlon. iny a small portlon of the Blumenort '

"flur" was actually used. for aIFﬁge agrlculture while the rest“

s remalned unused bushland.25' ,',
ThlS type of situation was qulte common and in some cases o

resulted in v1llages w1thout enopgh arable land to allow each of
1ts members 1o derlve an adgquate 11v1ng frOm hls share of v1llage

lancl"’26 It was thls fact, among others, that led to modlflcatxon

N 1n land use and the demlse of some v1llages.

All of the more than one hundred Mennonlte v1llages were located" 2

1n such a way as to glve members ease of‘access to all thelr farm—

’ land 1n the "flur" Although the Mennonites 1n both reserves settled,

3

“in the v1llage pattern, there was a ba31c dlfference in v1llage
; orlentatlon and layout 1n/the East Reserve as opposed to the West
Reserve (see Flgure 7) | . S

The land area “of the East Reserve was crossed by many creeks

oy

Reserve where the land was ' of generally more varz;ble'naturébllmha,.:

and the 1mportance of a surface water supply 1nfluenced the 1ocation =

of many of the v1llages along these creeks.. Generally, the v1llage
r-lots were on the order of 200 feet w1de and 500 feet or. more in >

length.v ‘The lot fronted on the v1llage street, extendlng in length

o to the Creek. The houses were 1ocated on the street end of the lot

and on only one 51de of that street. The land area behlnd the house

K3
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\\\\gifxgenerally used for the outbuildlngs, garden, equlpment storage,lb_
.}'and a small prlvate pasture. Although other v1llages were - 1ocated I
"on ralsed beach rldges and some were without orlentatlon to any :
_'natural feature %he layout of the v1llage remalned the same. TIn xll'.f'ﬁ_ i
."all but two cases, the vll;Lges of the East Reserve h&d houses SR A
‘:.loggted on only one 31de of the street (see Flgure 7)
'l In the West Reserve, houses were located on both s1des of” the
street w1th only one exceptlon. The ch01ce of v1llage si&e was less .
restrlcted due to the better dralnage of the West Reserve and the o
.:ioverall better quallty of the land. The orlentatlon to dlrectlon of t:,

surface dralnage wasgﬁot as promlnent in the.West Reserve.' Obv1ous

‘=;.attempts were. made to mlnlmlze 1ts llmltlng effect by p1301ng the

v1llage street at rlght angles to. the creek, g1v1ng many of the
'v1llages a north—south orlentatlon due to the prevalllng east-west T
dralnage pattern. Thls not only allowed for a more equltable access vl‘:":"
to the surface water supply from both 51des of . the street but also ’
fa0111tated a more equltable dlstrlbutlon of farmland._ The w1dth
of the 1nd1v1dual lots was the same in both reserves whlle the o
'_‘length.was generally longer, in some: cases as much as one-half mlle. V i
| 'There Was no con31stency 1n 1ot length ;n thquest Reserve~as,1t jfi A
varled with the 1nd1v1dual v1llages.2§--v : :A.f. 'T‘,j ”'”‘ | l.f- .
| The v1llage street was ungraded,.varylng 1n W1dth from 100 to
l 120 feet with a small dra1nage dltch on elther “side. The v1llages
j.tvarled in length accordlng to- the number of farmers comprlslng the

‘v1llage populatlonr The Wength of vlllage seldom exceeded one—half

B mlle and llttle difference exlsted between the two reserves even f-
_’_though the arrangement of houses dld dlffer.z?l o |

0 I
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all except two cases, one m each of the Reserves.z The deviat:.on

| _".' -'-consa.sted of a simple cross set)reet-: In the East Reserve, the 3r°“t‘h

The baslc strassendorf plan of the va.llages wae ma:uﬂ'.ame;%s in

[ 11‘, s

Vi
T

.

A‘of some v1llages fllled lots on the vacant 31de of the street. ,"'7"“~ -

o Eventually many of the East Reserve v.Lllages took on the appearance

o of the,West Reserve v1llages.. In &ddltlon, the vacant lots of the |

' East Reserve v:.llages were - used to establlsh semces, such as the N

."'\3 . $~‘

";'occupled birl a fanmer's bulldlngs. Thus, growth was more eas:_ly

flour mlll or store. In the nllag s o “the West Reserve ’Ghese

' :merovements had to be bu:.lt or' one of the mdlndua}l. l‘ots\already

\.'

ed in. the East Reserve v:L'Llage plan.BQ S

BR.EAKDOWN AND MODIFICATION OF THE VII.LAGE SYSTEM

In ism, the Mennonltes, as well as cher German groups, were

gz.ven local autonomy over schools, road maurtenance, soc:.al welfare

measures andealso the appo:.ntment or electlon ei’ local offlcla.ls. |

" ki

In actual efi‘ect the Mennom.te Colonles in R\;ssn.a were: completely

v es w1th1.n the larger Ib.xsslan state. _ ’f'he only Offl(:lal

contact W1th the Russ:Lan government was through a spec:.al comm:tssmn - 7

r,“:» ! /

for forelgn colon:Les. ';: i‘b the admm1strat1ve background wh:t.ch

{}. ‘\
1deally would be trm&ferred to the Manltoba colom.es .3 vl

The adnn.nrstratlon of the Manltoba nllages as copled from

- Russ:.a was headed by the "Schultze" or- mayor, who was elected by the

| "W:Lrtew or 1andowners. » Other elected off1c1aCLs 1ncluded'1 the

’ ?*nalrtensehultze" who 1ooked after the admlnlstratlon of the village R
: L

--"pasture and the "Brandschultze" who performed the dutles of the f;l.re

-oF

S marshall The "Schultze" called meetlngs of the "Schultzenbott" or




: "'.v111age assembly, made up of the landomlng members of the v:L'Llage. Q; s

FEa

All major dlscussn.ms regardmg the adminlstratlon of the open field

i system, bulldmg and ma:mt ance of the v:Lllage mfrastmcture’ Do s _
5

- ‘-,flre protectn.on, and the operatlorn of the sch ol and church were B S

Ry

y

(7
<

— group. . The elected ofrlclals were generally
T TR R

- closely assoclated w:Lth the church admn.nn.stratlon and the author;,ty

Cof the church lent strength Afo thelr (f.iecls'.l.ons.3 2

~

The Mermonltes ma::.nta:med thls type of 1ocal governm&xt despite

L the mtroductlon\i)f a dlfferent system of local , enug,ehtby the(f o
| 'newly establlshed provmclal authorlt:.es. Develb;\ent of the T ',l‘..’%

- numlclpal system of 1ocal govemment ance estabhshed d1d replace o

change to the-xmmc:.pal system asra neans whereby th:.s T 1at1vely . 7

% t cohservatn.ve Furstenland factlon. The Bergthal groul ,

o e ‘?"’ ”‘ b

1y

- R 33
‘ Rus 1a as obstructlvg\to thelr economlc advancement

oj

,, v The Bergthal group h‘éd prenously begun the dev:Latlon frOm t. e. \ '

; accepted form of v:_llage habltagt, by mov:mg out of the v:.llage onto

their own homesteads as early as the begmm.ng of the 1870'8. The ’

Furstenland people although theg dn.sagreed w:&th Jthe mum.clpal system,

were persuadedlto adopt the "w@em way" » ThlS av01ded urmecessary ;
fr:l.ctn.on. , The pers;;asn.on was parti x accompl shed by the appomt-‘ :
F . e ,dv‘ i '

'j-_jémmt of the Furstetﬂ.and "Gbersc}nﬂ.tze" as; the flrst reeve, whlch m :

L _}effect :msured that the. actual ﬁmctionmg «of the local govemment

IR N
3 PRl

T : . -g‘f\l-



West Reserve was divn.ded 1nto the Mum.clpalltles of Douglas and ‘._“ Tl

| "vB.hzneland. " The ghole o.f the Bergthal group was’ conta:t.ned mthin the SR

u‘."" {;‘!.<v} . N

'. .'V

The changeover :m the Hest Reserve to the nn.micipal method of

' "_.f.'local govemment did not- occur &s eas:.ly as :Lt had m the East s
o ;}Teserve. , The dlsagreement between‘%he Furstenland group and the B ‘_
: - '-_‘:FBergthal group, accompam.ed by a timely redram.ng of the nnmic:Lpal

.boundanes, resulted 1n the development of a umque s:.tuation.- The

o 'boundmes of thefﬁmirclpallty of Douglas, while the Furstenland | |
group was contamed Jn the Mum.clpallty éf I?.h:l.neland.3 5 The Bergthal, o

group found no dlffn.culty :Ln,, convert:.ng to the mun1c1pa1 system with

1\

| ‘ ’an elected reeve. : The Furstenland group, on the other hand, found

- RLS
. the mum.clpal admlnlstratlon system unacceptable, espec:.ally sincé

j';,the appomted reeve was an Anglo—Saxon. The Furstenland group

remsed to take part in. the operatlon oi‘ the mum.c1pal asystem,

: Thls s:Ltuatlon of & "state w:LthJ.n ‘a state"»was contmued until after

’ The net result of the change of local govemmental form was a weakenmg

7 " trad:.tlonal settlement system. S

cont:.nu:.ng mstead w:Lth the:.r own system on an unoffm:.al bas:Ls.

) R il

weow T T

the mass exodus in the,.,1920's. ' : —9~J'1

‘ The lack of co-operatlon by the Furstenland group 1ed to a v

' ‘:-rather meffn.c:.ent adnu.nlstratlon of ‘the Munlclpallty of Rhineland, R CL
wh:l.ch eventually led to 1ts absorptlon hy the th:.clpallty of

Douglas. : The Furstenland people mamta:med thelr unofflclal

K o

#adm:nlstratlon of thelr own affalrs. The dual admm:.strat:.on d:Ld

not seem to hJ.nder the functlonlng of the larger nnmn.c:LpalJ.ty.Bé o

G

o .-of the tradltlon,al church control and thereby a dlsruptlon of thew -""-;_fl. L

U

would not change 3[" o i ':’ S Tﬁ

TSR



{jﬁ In order to determlne whether or. not the eventual breakdown
,jof the system was 1n net balance a loss or a galn, one must con51der ‘
?“the advantages and dlsadVantages of the open fleld economy and ;ﬁ

»the Mennonltes' self—lmposed 1nsular1ty.

The ad?antages of the system are manyt~ ‘As the system”operated:

. on a co-Operatlve ba31s, it nece531tated an automatlc type of charlty

B to the less fortunate members of the v1llage. The~economlc and»~
.psychologlcal Well-belng of the group demanded that all members be o
vrelatlvely successful agrlculturally and thOSe who were not were fh

',1g1ven a551stance.; The close habltat 1nduced by the v1llage settle—'f N
iment form dld away w1th many of the hardshlps endured by pralrle

settlers on thelr own 1solated farmsteads. Aid in tlme of emergency

"'or for magor projects was readlly avallable ln the:ylllagetl Thls

system:of settlement also allowed for learnlng v1a observatxon of

; -a nelghbour's success or{§allure. Practlcal demonstratlon of’new |
’imethods was ea51ly facllltated by the close prox1mxty of one's
neighbours. Of 31mllar concern -was the conquest of common problems,f
dsuch as weed and pest control by co-operatlve actlon. Flnally, the
".equltable dlstrlbutlon of avallable land and the sharlng of a common
4'v1llage 1nfrastructure had obV1ous economic benef1ts.37:" ‘
| The dlsadvantages llke the advantages, are- many. One of the Y
dlsadvantages of the system arose out of the need for co—operatlon. |
‘In many cases, even a relatlvely mlnor lack of co—Operatlon led to -
lvdeterloratlon of a whole commune. ?he obv1ous case 1s 1llustrated
'.by the withdrawal of one member of the communlty. As each member '

' held the legal deed to hlS own homestead, thls meant a w1thdrawal

of a small portlon of v1llage land., if the w1thdrawn land was ,‘,‘, )

E
*



.agrlculturalvmachlnery‘sl

.'I . :,

for ‘the 1ntroductlon of 1nnovat1ve methods often meant that the L

v1llages tended to stagnate w1th few technlcal advances. The 10ng
narrow "kagel" were npt W sulted to the adoptlon of the large

:& being 1ntroduced.38 These 'last ,' ' -
crltlclsms weigh heav1ly in.llght of the modern'developnent in the.

extens1ve commerc1al graln 1ndustry characterlstic of the Canadlan

Vst O
Warkent;n relles heav1ly on ‘the economlc arguments 1n hls _ :

presentatlon of the abandonment of the v1llage system. The Mbnnonltes

V:: were- from the be01nn1ng eager to own- and farm thelr own homesteads

/ A R
whlch often represented an/unlmaglnable wealth of 1and. The hard- ;;1'“?¢ﬂ .

[ - Ry

: X
- ships of ploneer llfe and the strength of the church with 1ts threat Lt

e

L and trade centers soon destroyed the 1nsular1ty of the Mennonlte g

Jof excommunicatlon often bverrode thls de51re in the: 1n1t1ai period

l - . R

: of settlement.v The Mennonlte 1eaders reallzed from the beglnnlng

that 1n order to malntamn the v1llage system of settlement and 1ts

soc1al qrganizatlon th -"worldly" 1nfluence would have to be kept '

oy , : .
out._ The superlmp031tlon of transportatlon systems (the rallway) R

settlements.?? e ‘.., ‘Qvi"“ : '-l:‘” 'ff : _"” ERCEN

-, : BN

In addltlon 10 the above trends the Mennonltes of both reserves i
faced dlfferent dlsruptive forces leadlng to the same- abandonment

of the eetabllshed system.v In the East Reserx , the van%abllity of

4

land quallty provzded a dlsruptlve force.’ The land was deeded

legally to 1nd1v1dual farmers. Naturaily enough, a«farmer w1th a ;'n

- E . . . A
vor . - .. .

T



' ‘pax%‘icularfi;ly"‘g'ﬁ)d 'quarter¥sectid# 5

"glven the rlght condltlons, would'f

'on secessien from the ?V¢A 3
“:sharlng arrangement. The result has been dlscussed before. ':S;:l'j
- In the West Reserve, after the 1860'5, many v1llagers expendedi_
1nto large scale wheat productlon., Thls‘nece551tated the mortgaglng‘
' f:of land in.order to secure’ the necessary”machlnery.' any farmers
" were then unable‘to meet the;r f1nanc1al commltments: The_result.,.
”bwas foreclosure and a loss of v1llage land. Other factors, sich -
4'as the de51re to move and sell one's land or to- expand one'so
=»hold1ngs often resulted in. 51m11ar dlsruptlons.ho “, 35, e
Franc1s attrlbutes the: dlsadvantages mentloned earller and thej
.eeonomlc fac crs leadlng’to the breakup, to the status of "convenlent N
bratlonallzatlon" for a breakdown occurrlng due to socaologlcal and
:.,psychologlcal factors.hb Nevertheless whatever the cause of the.
4,;w1thdrawal of 1nd1v1duals or groups-from the establlshed system,
rlt resulted in dlsruptlon and breakdown. The system was held '
‘.together by a very weak cementlng agent namely"mhe voluntary
agreement.mentloned earller. The v1llage agreement dld not have a
ba51s in the laws of Canada and therefore recourse was llmlted. o
The Bergthal group, characterlstlcally more progre531vely
hmlnded, were the flrst to leave the v1llage system, as early as
. 1883. The Kle e Gemelnde and Flrstenland groups were able, wlth

. the threat of xcommunlcatleu'and 1nf1uent1al leaders Yto malntaln :

- the system as -ate as- 1926.92‘ The conservatlve elements managed

'“;to maintain some of the agr1cultura1*v1llages by purcha31ng the A
| :71nd1v1dual 1ots.from the dissentlng member but the open field system

: rfwas unable to survive the destructlve fbrces:AB.

1 ?‘1_‘ e éL R —
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=There were TOTE tﬁan 120 v1llages establlshed 1n the Mam.toba
reserves at &ous tlmes. In the East Reserve, there were only :

forty-flve w:L‘Lages :Ln exl.stence at any ‘one- time. More than three-

quarters had fewer than ten fam:.hes in 1891. In the West Reserve, A

seventy v:Lllages were establlshed w:Lth only flfty in- enstence 1n e
1891. The average populatlon of the West Reserve w.llages was about
twenty famllles, cons:.derably larger than those of the East Reserve.u"
By 1930 there were no 1onger any open f:.elds assoc1ated w1th
the Mennon:.te vﬂlages.l"s By 1946, only twenty-—four nlla,ges remalned

fou.r in the East Reserve and twenty 1n the West Reserve, The ba31c

: strassendorf plan was recognlzeable bu’t the vl,llage bore ln.ttle o

i‘unctlonal sn.mllarlty to the orlgmal [“6 -1958, only-seventeen .
' of the West Reserve vﬂlages survlved whlle not one surv1ved in _
the East ksewe.’-"? .’:- _-. -‘q .ﬁ 5 "‘. 1’, " . 5'-‘ ‘\— 4.. = J --.rl PR N .

The trend of abandonment 1s obw,ous from the very earllest

, days oi‘ setflement.' The reasons i’or th:.r.s abandonment are numerous.

 co rc1al gra:Ln 1ndustry to whlch the open fleld S stem was | g <'\ :
. 1 Y S

_of the settlements* It»ls in the llght of these trends that the

| vstudy

Those that have been glven mogt we:.ght are the adoptlon of the

K4
poorly sun.ted, and the development of ;group dmssatlsfactlon with -

the _established system, due— to “the fallure to mamtaln the 1nsular1ty

3o

Pl \J PR

now attempt tao. exam:me the settlements establ:.shed by

"Mennonitel"ln Sas_kat,cvhewan'.‘. L B e

e

: 5;763 _
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. The system of 1inear village and open field systems was not
’gknown to the Mennonites in Prussia. The . precedent- for this system . -
in Russla is exempllfled in the. agrarlan system ¢f the Russian =
. peasantry ‘who .own, land in wide cattered flelds., ‘This checker't;

“board pattern was characteristi the “mir" under which land parcel
:51ze decreased by a series of heritance decisions: could be rediv1ded
;accordlng to famlly ‘size every. few years. :

7'““18

19Warkent:.n "Mennonlte Agrlcultural Settlements 1n Southenn

' Manltoba,ﬂ Pe 3L3. o .
Warkentin refers to the agreement 51gned between the members
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Dominion Lands Act, subfsectlon 9.1'"...15 hereby amended by adding
thereto the following wordss - Provide further that; in the case of-
settlements being formed of- immigrants in communltles, (such for
instance as those of Mennonltes or Icelanders) the Minister of the"
Interior may vary or waive, in 'his. discretion, the foregoing requir-

ments as to residence and cultlvatlon on each separate quarter—sectlon
~as a homestead." '

hWarkentln, "Mennonlte Agrlcultural Settlements in Southern 'Q:

: Manltoba " p. 3h5. R
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p Sof cord wood and the harneSSLng and mov1ng of. horseLdrawn farm
o machlnery. : 5;_33 R o e e o 7
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. CHAPTER FOUR

| THE SASKATCHEWAN SEMTLEMBYTS =~ .

. o o o ~i

":'f-}ESTABL@mﬂT-OF THE 'Rosmm RESEE. N R

% 7

In the prev10us chapter, it was noted that the Mvmom.tes
Oattached a great deal of lmportance to the establmpmwt oi‘ group
settlements 1n order to protect thelr group Sol]_dabj,t& and thus o
thelr J_nsularlty. The Mennonlte Church of Manlt,oba Qvlsmered the
R acqulsltlon oi’ land and the establlshment of daughtez\ polonles as
1ts realm oi‘ concern. Involvement 1n thls aCt.l\r_Lty Qﬂﬁured the .‘ |
. preser“vatlon of the Mennonlte culture by preventmg t}\,e J_ndn.scr:l.m—
inant m:Lx:Ehg of Mennonltes w:.th the non—Mennonltes ,,;h\ were settllng
the western lands at’ th:.s tlme. A' | | ‘ '
As fthe populatlon of the Mennonlte reserves gz\@w Lhrough natural

o mcrease,and continuous :melgrat:.on from Russm anq t}\p Unlted States, :

\‘.

O land w1th1n the conf:Lnes of the reserves became mox\e Vld more dlffl—-
'cult to obtaln Therefore ,ad'/he Mennonltes were. Compe)ﬂ-ed to look

" for' new 1and to /establlsh daughter colOnJ.es i‘ollowg /a pattem they

had developed n.n Rusma.. ‘New land for settlement mrwses was ‘avail-

S 'able 1n the NorthWeot Terrltor:.es s:n.mply for. the aSK*}\ﬁ
M.lgratlon by Mennonltes to the Northwest was a{, M‘rs‘t a matter

’ A.of prlvate J_nltlatlve rather than group actlon. In 1Q91 ‘a small

L. el ] S ,,;.;':%
A
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.group of several famllxes from the WesteReserve 1n Manltobaﬂmoved
o - » _

. to-the Rosthern area and took up homesteads. In a letter bo
@J.

. tD; H. Macdowall, Member of Parllament for Prlnce Albert asked for

By

:Tlnformatlon w1th regard to thls partlcular group of settlers."g

'Macdowall also 1nqu1red dbout the avazlablllty of a land gulde to. .t

A t

- ,1ocate these Mennonltes and 1nstructed Inspector Cook-of Duck Lake,

"north of Rosthern, to glve thls group all the ass1stance necessary to 1;*

1ia1d thelr settlement, should they be located. ‘7 ”

Thls letter is 1nterest1ng in that 1t is the flrst 1ndlcatlon of
Mennonlﬁe movement 1nto the Northwest.d Macdowall's ~concern about '
© this small group of settlers was not mlsdlrected. In the next few

v-,;unﬁﬁ{, several hundred Mennonltes began a migration resultlng in a’
S
' fvery prosperous farmdng area centered on the communlty of Rosthern.1'<
In February of 189h, the Manltoba Mennonltes, through thelr

sollc1tor, Je B. McLaren of Morden, Manltoba, approached the Secretary

:of the Department of the Interlor about the reservatlon of land for L

sthe growxng Mennonlte populatlon. This 1n1tial contact 1ncluded a.
. Q-
:request for Townshlp 7 Range 27 and for Townshlp 33 Range 20, both

'_west of" the second prlnc1pal merldlan, and wmthln present day o

..'

'.:_Saskatchewan (see Flgure 8).

The N nnonltes suggested these two townships because they were

¢

- as yetk%nsettled. Statlng as thelr prlmary alm the establishment of
. agrlcultural communltles like those 1n Manltoba, they 1nqu1red as to
‘:the avallablllty of other sultable land in the general area of the

‘t;two townshlps alread; requested. fb; o N
In reply to/éhelr request the\Mennonltes were told that the-‘

P N P

M. Perry of Alweda, Domlnlon Land Agent 1n the A551n1boine Dlstrlct, ;”'
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townshlps 1n questlon were not subd1v1ded and thus not 1mmed1ately _
avallable for settlement In addltlon, the townshlpdﬁwere a con31der-ribg,g

able dlstance from other settlements whlch was qulte‘ atlsfactory to -

the Mennonltes._ ‘The townshlps also lacked rallWAy s}‘

ﬁce, and though't’ o
not formally mentloned thls was probably the prlmary ‘ ason‘why the'~“
Mennonltes reJected these townshlps as: p0351b1e settlement 51tes.» Thls 1T"113
. argument is supported by the fact that the area eventually chosen for H, h,;ﬂ;;t
settBBment was serv1ced by rallway only a short tlme after the , xﬁdgf:.‘vb
: 1n1t1al large—scale settlement of the Rosthern area._ u‘ S

| While 1nterest waned in the orlglnal two townshlps negotlatlons ’_::“

: were undertaken w1th regard to -a reservatlon of land 1n the Territory
of Saskatchewan, in what is now the Rosthern agea (see Flgure 9).

The Mennonlte sollc1tor, J. Be McLaren Blshop Wiebe . of the West _
Reserve ‘and Mr. Franz Froese Oberschultze of the West Reserve ‘met
itk the M:Lnlster oi’ the Interlor, T. M, Daly, in. 1894. At this ;' .
meetlng, and through subsequent letters, the Mennonltes outlined |

-~

the nece531ty for another reserve.

~

Prlor to the c0mmencement of negotlatlons, the Mennonltes ‘
_ v1smted the area that is now the Rosthern area. They found ‘the a o g"
favourable for large-scale settlement because it was fertlle and&:SE———’ij

serv1ced by a rallroad. The suggested reserve of land was to i

oo
o

comprlse Townshlp 40 in Ranges 3, h, and 5, and Townshlp hl 1n
Range 4, all west- of the. thlrd prlnclpal merldlan.‘ The terms of the
: reservatlon ‘were to be qulte 31mple. The Mennonltes asked that all
even—numbered sectlons in the four townshlps br reserved for entry
by Mennonltes alone. The odd—numbered sectlons most of whlch were

’ reserved for the rallway companles, would be purchased:from these

o s . C 4
S - q:\
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companles by 1nd1v1duals or groups of Mennonltes. :"_:;f?7_~

d '*'l

In addltlon to the above condltlons, somé of the Mennonltes ifﬁa:_ fi'ﬁ -

1nformed T.DM. Daly of thelr de51re to perform thelr homestead dutles

- under the cond;tlons of the "hamlet clause" (see page 89) ~~~~~ Gn—théJfﬁch;N R
e 'f“““j-%llz;::

other hand,Nman§foth€r§“aesrred~te~move_d;rggt_ﬁ_onto thelr own home—

' 1 stead quarter-sectlon. In Saskatchewan, the number of people optlng

6

B

for thls latter arrangement was greater than those who took thls ‘
option 1n the settlements established 1n the reserves in Manltoba;‘
The reasons for thls w1ll be dlcussed later.

‘T the establlshment of the reserve in the Rosthern area, 1t was

not necessary for the Mennonltes to ask theégovernment for flnanclal

- as51stance. At the tlme of 1n1t1al settlement in Manltoba, the newly-

- arrlved Mennonltes recelved a loan from the,federal government to a1d '19 ff*\
"'1n the purchase of bulldlng materla}s machlnery, seed’ graln, and food—

x,7stuffs for the flrst-year. By the turn of the century, ‘the: s1tuat10n

P .

f"had changed con31derab1y. Many of the Mennonltes mov1ng'from Manltoba

to- Saskatchewan were 1n need of ald but that ald ﬁould be forthcomlngi”'

Ly
|
from wlthln the group rather than from the government. Many of the ;

- Mennonltes had become well—establlshed and were able to contrlbute to ‘

;,the re—establlshment of thelr fellow Mennonltes.3

, Manltoba would mlgrate to the proposed reserve in the Rosthern area Inf"f

3_the sprlng. As the Mennonltes had not recelved 0fflClal g0vernment

ai

= In the w1nter of 189A, it ‘was expected that flfty famllles from f"v'

B

of
ki

:sanctlon for the reserve, they Were reluctant to beglngthe movement. -

The Mennonltes Were becomlng restless as the s;~1ng of 1895 approached‘

'and no.answer wasuforthcomlng.. Some begad to agltate for movement to

: North Dakota 1nstead of the locatlon in the Northwest.h

»
iy
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b'On February 22, 1895, the solic1tor for the Menrionltes was

jflnformed ofi‘lca.auy of the grantn.ng of the reserv&tlon in the I’r:.nce )

'-_'_Albert dlstrlct. The reservatlon of Townsh:.p hO 1n Ranges 3 h, _
and 5, and Townshlp hl m Range h, was granted by* an Order—m-eouncil

_ dated January 23, 1895, in accordance w1th all of the condltlons of

the :Lnltlal Mennonlte request. e T e « - ' ""'

2 oS ?5’ ’?'{&
OILAprll 2 1895, McLaren wrote the Mnm.ster of the Interior AT
- T. M Daly, concemlng the odd—numbered sectlons :Ln the reserved

AR

) townshlps." Th:Ls land _was reserved for the Qu'Appelle, Long Lake, = |

k. and: Saskat.chewan L & i : £ part of a grant for the constmctmn L

) ,of a ra111‘oad llne E, S - skatoon to Pr:ane Al,bert. McLaren -

‘ suggested on behalf

: onltes, that the odd-numbered sectlon,s
gbe reeerved for the Mennonltes for a pem.od oi‘ f:Lve years at a pr;fce

not to exceed $2 50 per acre. As the Deoartment of the Interlor was

~ 1n no- pos:.tlon to grant thls request the Mennonltes ‘Were referred to B

vMessrs. Osler, Hammond, and Black of the Qu'Appelle, Long Lake, and
. e, : ST T
; Saskatchewan Land Gompany. I . . S

PR B 'l-

Although not stated 1n the surv1v:1ng records y some agreement

\\must\have been arrlved at between thetwo partles concerned. If thls -

o '._ was not the case, the J.nflux of Mennonltes was so: great as to dlsallow

other groups to purchase the odd—numbered sect:.ons w:.thln the re\Served

<

townshlps.- ThlS hypothes1s is supported by the thoroughness w1th

thlch the Men\nonltes occupled all of the land w1th:|.n the boundarles of
the reserved townshlps._ It is also supported by the fact that w1thm
three years of the orn.g:.nal request for a reservat:.on, the Mennonltes' .

4 were already askmg for more land to be reserved m order to malntain

the colony's msularlty and ensgre a place for all the Mennonltes

-~ .

K4
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i.,extent.,g

‘ th Prlnce Albert dlstrlct v01ced hlS objection to the enlargement, :

.~ The argument agalnst the addltlon to the reserve ‘was based on the fact

' change . 5

' that the. d!hnonltes had ﬁo&r townshlps xeserved w1th exclu51ve home—:

5 Th
L = A o

o e é

f who 1ntended to settle wlthln the grOWing communlty.

., In January ef 1898 the Mennonltes Informed the Department of the "'3;;
Interlor of thelr de31re to trade one of their reserved townshlps. ;hv ”
They suggested that they were w1ll1ng to glve up thelr rlghts 1n

Townsh;p-bo Range 5 1n favour/of»the addltlon to the reserve of

xﬁi |
Townshlp hl Range 3.‘ The faet that the latter townsh}p had more water

avallable, comblned with a de51re on the part of the Mennonltes for a ;_-

..,

more com%act settlement were thE reasons glvon for the requested E

. . v . . - B S

By the sprlng of 1898 the request was changed. TheoMennonltes
: q;ﬁ ¥ .
ere no longer w1lllng to glve up Townshlp AO Range 5 in exchange fbr- Y

the addltlon of Townshlp hl Range 3 tovthe reserve. Iand in both the
townshlps in questlon had beenrentered by the Mennonltes to .a llmlted

'_tddltlon teﬁthls, glven that at least seventy famllles'

were expected to arrlve durlng‘the course of 1898 the land avallablllty
\ .

’ problem would only be temporarﬂly solved by the grantlng of the

Mennbn;te request. L e ,‘”-ff e

At thls p01nt rn the negotlatlons, the requested enlargement of

L¢ . Y

the reserve became publlc knowledge anﬂ thus aroused some mlnor

C ;_,‘

A

di approval. <A constltuent of T. O. Dav1s MemUiFZGf Parllament‘fqr
w0

'

stead rlghts whlle at the same tlme they were belng allowed to enter )

- on\lands out51de the reserVe. "The non—Mennonlte settler, on the

: other hand, could=only enter on. land outsmde the reserve.v Mennonltes e

'D

' enterlng land out51de the reserve were as numenous as those 1nsude ?"": oo

S CL LR ke T i ,
S D . A

- - et T e A o - . - - . i
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<

the reserve thus llmltlng the land avallable to the non;Mennonltes.q
The complalnt‘had no apparent effect on the reservatlon of the -

addltlonal townshlp, but 1s 1nterest1ng in that s;mllar complalnts

were reglstered agalnst the reserve establlshed 1ater in the Sw1ft“

\Current areas It is a matter of questlon as to why more complalnts

were not lodged against the establ shm nt of a large“group of non—

. Engllsh Speaklng 1mm1grants bound on malntalning thelr German language,

(5]

if,

. of the government,u"' ?"~~——r~7‘w- T

. thelr culture, and thelr lnsularlty and separateness w1th the sanctlon )

-

e
=3

The Mennonltes were notlfled of the approval of the addltlon to

\

the reserve through thelr sollc1tor, Je B. McLaren. The Order—in-

[} - \

Counc1l grantlng the addltlon Was’passed y the Prlvy Coun01l on

~June 2l 1898. As mentloned prev1ously, the addltlon had llttle

effect in accommodatlng the Mennonltes as they had already begun to

enter.homestead clalms 1n the newly—reserved townshlp, The addltlodal

C— o

: townshlp was only a temporary maasure as 1mm1gratlon to the” Rosthern :

a

’_-area contlnued to 1ngrease. R T R ;'Ef "\,: A

. Mennonltes \ They were de51gned to 1ncrease the 51ze of the reserve~-'

<

In the fall of 1898 "two addltlonal r@quests were made—by the

A,

»

j,'in order to acc0mmodate all Mennonites wlshing to settle w1th the

s hi 2 and 3, were requested
’1 effectlve untll November 1, 1902 by Order of the Comm1551oner of

; Domlnlon Lands on August 19, 1898. : _‘, f’

;" : ’
group. The'flrst;request was made to enlarge the reserve to the south.

HEN

In thls case Townsh;p '8 1n Ranges 2 and 3, AFd Townshlp 39 in Ranges

?d granted.‘ The reservation was made rt'.

T

.
Loet

The second and Iast reqnest for enlargement of the reserve -came

'v.later,sln the' falluof 1898.l The Mennonltes hoped to nearly trlple the

. N . . . . . o Ta o ‘
RN : L o oy \?' T

L8yl

s



‘ ...arrlvzng w:thgevery traln and naturally w1sh to settle together."9

a one-year -

ereserve Was.

' :for the Mennonltes 1n the Rosthern area of. Saskatihewan. '

" .
1 g
f

. 51ze of!thelr reservatlon by reqpestzng speclal rlghts in Townshlps hz,"‘7
'h3/ and h3a in Ranges 2 3 A, 5, and’ 6 and in. Townshlps hh.ln Ranges .
- L and 5. A delegatlon was sent to confer w1th Cllfford Slfton, Mlnlster3¥7
' :of the Interlor, who v151ted Prlnce Albert 1n the fall of 1898. ‘: ‘

T. O. Dav1s, the Member oﬁ\Parllament far ernce Albert sup ‘rted the

request in the llght that the Mennonltes were “.;.flrst class settlers

bThe reqnest was offlclally reglstered and Domlnlon Land Agents were '

" sent to 1nvest1gate the- possmblllty of enlarglng the reserwé '

3

Subsequent reports by the Domlnlon Land Agents revealed that the

Mennonltes had already settled most of the even—numbered sectlons

2 w1th1n the townshlps requested. Only 1n Tewnships LA Range 3, and
‘.\Townshlps h2 and h3 1n Range 6 were all of the even—numbered toWn—
‘."shlps avallable.' The land avallable for homestead entry wlthln the

\ t'area requested ampunted to only twenty—flve per cent of the total

J.

l

_homestead land orlglnally avallable in the proposed reserve addltlon.lq

1

leen thls 31tuat10n, 1t was not realiv necessary to reserve the
. - _

" tOWnShlpS in qnestlon, as only & small portlon was avallable for

by
i ? "'a

' settlement. The government response to thls 31tuatlon'was to refuse o

- I .
: _the reqqyst fon-a ﬁ!ve-year reserve“of the land. Instead they allowed

g SRS Sy
e by way of a Departmental Prder ratﬁﬁr‘than by the usdal

Order-ln*Councll. The reservatlon of all even-numbered sectlons o

3\

'_Townshlps A2, AS, and: hBa in. Ranges 2 3 A, 5, and 6 and Townshlp'Lh
Sin Ranges L. and 5 was: in effect from October 15, 1898 to October 1&,

'31899. ThlS reservatlon was the last one approved by the ngernment

[N o RN

niervat1on of the Jand reqpestef f ifhe addltlon to the *‘ e

. 76f
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<
The total amount of land reserved for the exclu51ve settlement B

by Mennonltes in the- Rosthern area was twenty—four townships, thus

I

nearly equalllng the twenty—flve townshlps that were reserved fbr thelr

1predecessors in Manltoba. However, the amount of 1and reserved for

: the Mennonltes in present-day Saskatchewan was only about half of what

> - L

.1t had been in Manltoba.. In Saskatchewan, only the even-numbered

.sectlons were reserved for Nsnnonltes whlle ‘the bulk of the odd-
e

,'numbered sectlons had to be purchased from the Qu Appelle Long Lake,af

fand Saskatchewan Eand Company ‘ The reserved land ngId accommodate

oy

about flfteen hundred 1nd1v1dual Mennonlte homestead entrles..' 'v‘l‘_

' AOF SETTLMT T THE"ROSTHERN -RES_ERVE :

1891 the flrst 1&3 Mennonltes bound for Saskatchewan arrlved

13

_in:Canada v1a the Gpebec port of entry.v, After 1891 Mennonlte Le

.
1mm1gratlon 1ncreased. ‘Mr. Jullus Slemens a. Domlnlon Immlgratlon f
- }' 1 .':.,

agent treported v151t1ng Nebraska and ‘Kansas, where a great many . Ru551an
N

,’ - .

Man1tob§ Mr Slemens re ed that he antlcn@Atsd a Targe scale-3

f m0vement of Mennonltes from these areas 1nto Canada's Northwest .

'.f

E

Terrltorles (1.e._the Rosthern area) In addltlon to he bove,

Mr. H;speler,'an 1mm1gr on agen} who was prev1ously closely

: Meﬁhonltes had settled at Z§e tlme cf Qhe MéhnOnLte movement 1ntox ~" « f\

m,77::

&

A‘* C s 6 o P ".-,_,'.'

,‘ oy ated w1th the movement of Mennonltes from Ru551a to Manltuba, r ported

ir,xDakota Nebraska, and Kansas.d The obgect of thls v151t\yas to 1nduce

w ® -

“having selected three Mennonltes to v151t thelr former countrymen in*
Mennonltes settled there to mlgrate tp the Canadian Northwest.15

Thls antlclpated 1mm1grat10n, accompanled by the grow1ng scarc1ty .
of land 1n Manitoba caused by both ggp 1ncom;ng Mennonmte 1mm1grants

EEA



.and the steadlly 1ncrea51ng populatlon forced the Mennonltes to 1ook | 8
elsewhere for land. The rapld growth of the Rosthern Reserve 1nd1cates _f'l :
“the speed w1th whlch the Mennonltes occupled the 1and (see Figure 9) |

The flrst dlrect reference to the MEnnonlte populatlon in the

Rosthern area is: contalned in a report by John McTaggart the Domlnlon ?__ ,-7

R

Lands and Immlaratlon Agent for the Prlnce Albert areas

N

i "The only colony we hqye in. thls d;strlct is that
of the Mennonites. They- arerteadlly coming - some . .
- from Manitoba, -others dlrect}y from Russia.’ They ..‘.". -

‘ ‘otcupy a stretch of country lying south.of Duck - U
Voo Lake; between the’ two Saskatchewan Rivers, in L

 Townships 40 up to 44 in Ranges 2 to 5 west ‘of the

" 3rd Meridianw..It-is said that they are very -

" prosperous, the people of the nelghbourlng o
‘settlements ‘doing: a ‘good busingss with. themass
According to the entries, I should say. tZat
they number not less than 200" persons. nl

¢

By 189&, there Were about”four hundred Mennonltes in the Rosthern

'”area.: ThlS 51tuatlon ealsted one year prlor to the Rhelnland Menn—f

& ' e

onlte Assoc1atlon of Manltoba'requestlng a reserve in the area. Thus
»

’.A

'.' the/Rosthern area was well known to the Mennonltes of Manltoba 1f

N “,

" -
one assumes an exchange of 1nformat10n between the\tWO areas before'

R ‘- . LI . N

a reserve was: grantedi o 'b o ,,". T dﬂ \.L,rv'"

o

\\/iﬁmlgratlon in the foIlowlng years -Was relatlvely steady In

1895, the Mennonlte pdpulatlon was 1ncreased by 25Q Mennonltes, mostly

4

from the Manltoba ﬁeserves. By 1896 tHe”Mennonzte pOpulatlon 1n the

‘. L4 T4

<

Rosbhern.area was estlmated at e:ght hundred to one thousand people,i~'
AN

‘ concentr ted malnly 1n the area‘of TOWnShlpS hO to hh and Ranges 3 e

4‘

to 6 all west of the thlrd prlnc1pal merldlan. In }897, 250 addl—v

’tlonal famllles arrlved, comprlslng ten to twelve hundred persons.

17,

- .

Thls taxed the 1and avallable 1n the reserve to the llmlt.

-

a Considering th;slsltuatlon, lt_ls’understandable that the

. O . ‘l
* v. B ..



T

5 Mennonltes began negotlatlons to acqulre an extens1on to the reserve 18

J ',Mennonltes mlgratlng from Manltoba d1d rnot all WlSh to settle 1n the

reserve or 1n the vlllages that were belng establlshed in 1895. The |
ﬁ trend toward llvlng on one's quarter—sectlon homestead was much more -
1-;fpronounced in the Rosthern area than lt was in the Manltoba Reserves%;_ |
B vThlS trend is 1nd1cated by the establlshment of the Rosthern area - L?'l .
; strassenggr v1llages.‘ Wlth only a few exceptlons, the v1llages were
bt

;afacent to 1t as 1t ex1sted in 1895, whlle

located on the reéfrve or

,f~n'1nd1v1dual quarter-sectlons. ;:G;a.

t ¢ wasd -
t?.subsequeqp settlement was™ TR

“In addltlon, w1th few.gqﬁeptlons, the v1llages were establlshed ,
"d‘in 1895. Mennonlte settlers arr1v1ng after the 1894—95 reservatlons

had been fllled tended not to settle in ‘the strassendorf v1llage form,

but settled 1n:j

”d on thelr own homestead quarter—sectlons. There

‘were twanty—three townshlps set a31de after 1895 for Mennonlte settle--

ments and these townshlps are characterlzed by the dlSpersed settlement\

' pattern, whllesthe 1895 reserve was characteri%ed by agglomerated

e 4
.settlement 1n the form ef the strassendorf vlllage.

R

In Manltoba in 1876 the East Reserve was fllllng up and new s
R4 : PN
' arrlvals from Ru531a were flndlng land harder to obtaln. Accordlng S

-

to the agreement W1th’the federal government an’ addltlonal reserve SRR
* ds promlsed. It was the Fuﬁstenland (Old Colony} group, a conServa—'

a

tlve element that urged the establlshment of thls second reserve,
'later called the West Reserve. The furstenland group /f Mennonltes

were the 1nst1gators of the movement to approach the government about | P

the establlshment of the Rosthern Reserve An 1o9h

~——

In o‘der to understand thexﬁerm that thls settlement took it 1s '

A . T . _ -



it
| v a
necessary to galn an understandlng of the rellglous composztlon of the _
settlers mlgratlng 1nto the Rosthern area. In general the Mennonlte ;};
churches or congregatlons in Manltoba at the tlme of‘the mlgratlon to
the Rosthern area.could be de51gnated as to. thelr ﬁegree of conservatlsm N

or de51re to maintain tﬁe "old ways", re51st1ng change in rellglous as

-

‘well as-secular affalrs. The conservatlve group was characterlzed by
ﬁltS attempt to malntaln, to as great an. extent as p0551ble, all’ of the :
”hlstorlcal tradltlons developed in the Ru351an Mennonlte settlements.‘ni
The dlstlngulshlng elements of thls group are well—lllustrated iny iﬁri
S their desire to malnta;n theuau tere dress code and the 31mple church
'iserv1ce;19-v B . | ”>'{ : y4;
Apart from the conservatlve Furstenland group, there were two
other groups of only sllghtly less conservatlve leanlngs. The Chortltz
' Church of the East Réserve 'named after the flrst Mennonlte colony in’

, Ru551a and the Sommerfeld Church of the West Reserve were both

"Spllnter grbUps of the more pgpgre351ve—m1nded Bergthaler group.- These =

'itwo olps were of the same de ree of conservatlsm and co-operated
gr P g '

'closely in rellglous amd secular matters.v Apart from a relatlvely

v:‘3~groups, especzally the 01d Colony Furs%enland, formed the maJorlty

i“lof the lnltlal-movement to the Rosthern R {rve‘, It was “this’ group
v

" that 1n1tiated the* negotlatlons w1th the government to establlsh the
g ;nitlal foun':té’;mShlp reserve.zo r K , AR

. The pr0cess of ocgupylng the land WQS in fact qulte Slmple',;d:

o group of 1ntend1ng Mennonlte settlers ‘often nelghbours or relatlves ;:g
!1 Man:.t.oba, would de01de to form‘a V1llage. The land»necessary htc .
]

'5_'form the v1llage would be purchased in the® form of a half-secklon or



Lj{fsectlon, dependlng on the number of people de51r1ng to form a v1llage.
The homeSteads were chosen, wherever p0351ble, close to the vlllage

DS ! 5
“locatdon to.mlngmlze travel tlme from farmgtead to fleld. In many

“,:cases, the v1llage form and land use was copled dlrectly from the

x.Manltoba settlements. In some of the vlllages the land was d1v1ded .’?HfL ;

| .by the open fleld system, whlle 1n other v1llages 1t was not.21 .

ﬁhewopen fleld economy, 1n assoc1at10n w1th the strassendorf

~f]fv1llage settlement was adopted 1n some of the new- settlements in- the
' S !

"i‘of Manltoba, although 1n the process of abandonment were stlll very

-:fmore conservatlve groups. For example, the Furstenland factlon w1th

i thelr ultra—conservatlvgﬁouﬂﬁpok managed to keep the v1llages‘and \f._=‘;* B

'-assoc1ated open fleld operatlng in the West Reserve untll after WOrld
ﬁ"War I. The, last of the open. flelds were farmed.ln 1926

Second the Old Colony: Furstenland people formed the maJorlty of

4

:the mlgrants to Rosthern. They Were characterlzed by thej de31re to
]malntaln the old tradltlons. One of the most obV1ous was

g . " . v

' tlonal agrlcultural system. Furthermore thelr moVement to the West

' ‘5was 1ntended to leave the worldllness that was engroachlng dﬁ’""\

]

; Manltoba reserves and Cau51ng eyten51ve alteratlons 1n these old

.e tradl— :Q

.,tradltlons.23 Therefore, the mlgrants, glven the opportunlty of
fstartlng afresh and w1th thelr strongly hcld tradltlons re—establlshed
_ the strasSendorf vlllage and ‘the a55001ated open field economy._ B
The open fleld eccnomy was not as. unlversally adopted in the

Rosthern Reserve as it was 1n/the Manltoba reserves. The Rosthern '
e . ae .,‘ R -

——

Reserve con51sted of twenty—four townshlps 1n‘wh1ch seventeen v1llages .

S 2R G co e
[ R c . L .

“j;fmuch in ev1dence in the West. Reserve 1n Manltoba, espec1ally among the o

-

&

. é@Rosthern area 1n 1895 for two reasons.; Flrst the open fleld v1llages :;jﬁhf;_

Al

P.;n..

:’”:"81d~



P . . : . . N . t . . : " : . . . . ‘ - ) -

I
®

?f were establlshed. These v111ages were all concentrated near thé
' ‘.

south end of the Rosthern Reserve 1n an area mnltlally settled by the

"{'conservatzve Mennonlte element. The Rosthern Reserve was only sllghtly

s

Smaller than theccomblned area of the two Manltoba Reserves whlch was :

O

$ .
'hf.twenty—four townshlps. In the Manltoba Reserves the Mennonltes

:establlshed more. than 115 v1lla S. whlch were, in varlous stages of

'develOpment and modlflcation at' ‘ tlme of the mlgratlon to the f

j vRosthern Reserve. The maJorlty gﬁﬁﬁennonltes mov1ng to the Rosthern ,
area dec1ded to settle on 1nd1vadual homesteads.-:“" -

—

'The open fleld system dld not surv1v',%gng after 1ts establlshment

;fln the Rosthern Reserve. In the v1llag

Tuanlage, where the open
- fleld system was flrst establlshed, it ‘
ifwas abandqned because of the lack of co_;
-who trlggered 1ts abandonment. The v1llager‘1n questlon reqnested
':lmembershlp in the=v1llage thereby agreelng to ablde by all the v1l.age
';;'bylaws whEane was accepted by the v1llage membershlp. Once accepted
h1nto the v1llage communlty, he agreed to all of the bylaws w1th the
"nexceptlon of that prov131on reqnlrlng that he submlt hlS homestead
'quarter—sectlon to d1v151on under Open fleld economy.' There had been

. * N
: 'a ¢
: some dlssatlsfactlon w1th\the operatlon of the Qpen fleld system as.

\
3

‘T regards the quallty and guantlty of land 1n 1ts shared dlstrlbutlon. :

o The reJectlon of‘the system by one 1nd1v1dual and hlS refusal to pool

"'hls quarter-sectlon started a wave of abandonment that resulted 1n the }

'dlSlntegrat\gn of the system 1n the vlllage of Neuanlage. From about
"1900 onward, Neuanlage was & v1llage of farm or»rators, as’ the ,:.'
"'1nhab1tants farmed thelr own quarter—sectlons whlle malntalnlng thblr

’ 21+ - o . .

“e51dences w1th1n the.v1llage. - ';”;-; - '-ﬂQ~5f

ess than»flve,years. It.

-n'of onetnewivillager

82



‘f'rln Range 12 TOWnshlps 12 13, and 14 1n Range 13 and. the eastern

| The process of . abandonment of the open fleld economy 1s not clear

y 1n the ! other nllages that adopted»lt but 1t 1s ev1dent that Q’ :

system was abandoned very early for many of the same:?easons that 1t e

.T-proved unworkable 1n Manltoba (see Chapter 2) Although the ‘opén .
v‘fleld system was abanddned the settlement form~result1ng from it Th‘ 4 _klh ;

e . .y

remalns in a modlfled form today. The remnant form and the extent

v’ :

- of 1ts surv1val will be dlscussed in the next chapter.-

‘ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SWIFT CURRENT RESERVE

The establishment of the Sw1ft Current Reserve'was a great deal
less compllcated than the. establlshment of the Rosthern Reserve, Byif'
190h, it had- become necessary, due to a number of 01rcumstances whlch

»Wlll be dlscussed later, to acqglre more land to enable those Menn— -

-

b”onltes w1sh1ng to move - out of the Manltoba reserves to settle on -

o
~

v:'suitable lands in a group settlement pattern. Therefore the Wennonlte
. communlty of Manltoba once agaln approached the federal government

>w1th a request.. :,' f,:f o o L R ;’yefi.

On July 5y 1904, Cllfford Slfton, Mlnlster of. the Interlor, was . " gﬁﬁ

- By
""1ntroduced to Mr. Franz Froese in'a letter from Johann Wlebe, Blshdp of N b“ﬁz
. ! v

: the Communlty of Rﬁelnland Mennonltes.?s “Mre Froese was the Pre51gent \ .Jj._f

—Lx_ '

Franz Froese, on. behalf of the members of the Rhelnland Mennonlte - e

hdAssoc1at10n of Manltoba, requested reservatlon of Townshlps 13 and 1h

. )
' halves of Townshlps 12 and 13 in Range 14, all west of the thlrd

; -pr1nc1pal merldlan. It was asked that the new reserve be made subject

t



- ‘to 51m11ar condltlons to whlch each ofnthe three prev1ous Mennonlte

S -

V3

- St :
2 . . : T . N . -1,

-»'w: ::g~ 4y

.

reservatlons were subJect.
The terms of the reservatlon were spec1f1ed. No one, unless

approved by the Rhelnland Mennonlte Assoc1at10n of Manltoba or the ‘

Department of the Interlor, was to be. allowed to make homestead entry :

w1th1n the tract de51gnated as the Mennonlte reserve. _The members of

the A55001atlon ‘were to be permltted, upon homesteadlng any even—,

numbercd sectlon, to contract for the purchase of the ad301n1ng odd—

numbered sectlons at three dollars an acre. The amount of the

purchac was to be pald in, ten annual 1nstallments with an 1nterest

' n the unpaid balance of five percent per annum. The patents—on these

- odd—numbered sectlons were to be w1thheld untll the homestead

-requlrements were met~on ‘the even—numbered sectlon.

Before the flnal approval could be glven to the establishment of
a reserve land 1nspébtors were requested to report on the quallty

and quantlty of land avallable Wlthln*thc preposed-reserve“"*nn

examlnatlon of the records for that area found that in the northern—

most two and one—half townshlps the Canadlan Pac1flc Rallway Company
had accepted most of the odd-numbered sectlons, and of those had
patented 31x sectlon in Townshlp lh in- Range 13. CALL. other lands -

IW1th1n the reserve, excluslve of Hudson s Bay Company land, school

,f-land and one quarter—sectlon 1n the extremegﬁortheast corner of the

1a

9

: freserve, were at the dlsposal of the Domlnlon Lands Branch and thus

1aballable for homesteadlng (see Figure 10)

/
Y

il

A homestead 1nspector was dlspatched from Braqdon, Manltoba to

1nspect the lands w1th1n the reserve.- Jas A Glbson was also asked

- _to ascertaln whether or not. the establlshment of a Mennonite reserve»

l

. . . . - ) - S .
[ - .
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in the Swlft;. Current area

,-_;f‘?;‘.il,"'
would 1nterfere w1th any 1ndustry .‘3$dy ’
U ‘

'establlshed in the nelghbourhood. "f _gj 5‘ o _-sg _ “z

Glbson found the land to be of "excellent quallty for graln

. grow1ng" He was able to collect samples of wheat, oats and barley

.ibwhlch were grown four mlles to the north of ‘the proposed reserve.‘

-:The gralns were of good quallty desplte the fact that 190A had been']

"drler.than elther of the two: preceedlng years.: Glbson reported the; .

' soll as. belng a clay loam w1th a clay sub5011 and was only sllghtly_”‘

.’Stoney along the creek beds and - hllls. Fu?thermore, wateri_ﬁﬁ}gh,ﬂas/*.;'

E fMennonlte settlers.

‘essentmal to settlement,'could be obtalned-atoa'depth“of twenty—five'
feet on a: townshlp ad301n1ng the as—yet unsettled proposed reserve.
l.Gabson also made 1nqu1r1es of ranchers in the dlstrlct and of the'

7people of Sw1ft Current concernlng p0551ble obJectlons to the proposed

-—A

re51dents of the area had no obJectlons to the proposed 1nflux of

26‘

The dates of correspondence concernlng the 1nspectlon of the land’

';and Cllf?ord slfton's recommendatroh ln favour of the reservatlon

' 1ndlcate that Slfton could not have con51dered the report submltted -

by Mr. Glbson in recommendlng the reservatlon. Nevertheless, the .

. exchange does Tend valuable 1ns1ght into the phy51cal quallty of the

‘proposed reserve and the attltudes of the establlshed residents to

!'thls relatlvely large,distlnctlve cultural element., f_-

' 5unsu1table for the "ordlnary settlers", ThlS v1ew was supported by :,

the lack of demand for land in the drea prev1ously de51gnated as

In hls recommendatlon to the Governor eneral 1n Counc1l Slfton ‘f.

'suggested‘t at the land requested was gene ally‘thought of as belng

L o Lo
£ # . Lo ) b [ .

-

”Mennonlte colony.x The result of these 1nqu1r1es showed that the - /”::



in this- area.-

B a‘)

'éalliser's-Triangle. 27" The Department had not prev1ously felt obllged

to encourage settlement 1n the area because of the &rld nature of

-~
[ .. ) : v,

the cllmate.ZBTQ - '7 N ‘a‘iﬁ'

[

Counterbalanc1ng the v1ews expressed by Slfton, the Mennonltes -

were anx1ous to. prov1de land for those of thelr group that were
T

des1rous of settllng 1n the Northwest Terrltorles. The establlshment

: of a reserve of land would allow the 1ntend1ng Mennonlte settlers to

t

- &

’ recreate a famlllar soc1aI&%nv1ronment, As was the case w1th the o

3

mlgratlon.to the Rosthern area, the Meqnonltes dld'not request any
Y :

The Order—1n—Counc1l grantlng to the Mennonltes Es a reserve the

-

:51x townshlps they requested was 1ssued on August 13{ 190& All of

+

;townshlps was reserved for the exclu51ve use by Mennonltes who could

: x- \.

rove that they were afflllated wlth the Rhelnland Mennonlte Assoc7a—

» J

'tlon of Manltoba.— Thls was in effect for. a perlnd of three years

after August 13, 190h. In fact, the reserved land was’ only thro

!

flve years after 1n1t1al reservatlon.;. sﬁthe Mennonltes had‘IIver\*.'

years of relatlve 1solat10n to establls thelr settlement pattern
) ) ’ “. A ’ )

.?ROCESS‘OF SETTLING IN SWIFT CURRENT’

I ’ ']

The process of occupylng the land dn the. Sw1ft Current area wa51

. o l
a great deal less compllcated than the sett ement and oceupatlon of

PR . X S a.
. oy . . .



- the land dn. the Ro‘sthern area. In the" Rosthem area, the Mennom,tes o 1 _

-

2 attempted to recneate a: cultural landscape s:unJ.lar to that created
mltlally iny Manltoba. The abandonment of\the open fleld system
/ :Ll}ustrates the msul‘tablllty o;‘ th:Ls attempt /" , _‘ : v t o ",

In the Sw1ft Curre.nt area, as :Ln the in:LtJ.al settlement oi‘ the

Rosthem area, the Mennon:.tes lved were reﬁresentat;.ves of Siie’

\

:E:_ =of th,e more conserv&tlve elements of the entlre sect.s?

,x

~m1gra,t1ng to Sw:Lft Current were made up mostly of the Sommerfeld

' congregatlon of the West Resferve. ‘ lee the Old Colony Fu;-stenland

£

]

group, they had a strong des:.re to mamtaln the old trad:.tlons th.ch 2
S mcluded a,close knlt seml-conununal vnllag habn.tat. The Sornmerfeld-
group did not attempt however to re—establlsh the open fle}d economy‘ '

e w:.th the:Lr new v:Lllages 1n the Sw:.ft*.Current Reserve the reasons fOr :
‘ ._wh:.ch wlll be d:LsouSSed in Chapter‘% . _! e
. Q‘ tl . . -

The strassendorf nllage plan was recreated as was the common

' pasture and the system of mllage govemment but the mlgrants chose -

,:Lndependent quarter-—sectlon farms rather than the communal Open fleld
‘ economy. ‘I‘he mlgrants malntamed thelr res:Ldences and soc1al
obllgatlons in: the va.llage, creatmg a compromlse between the semn.-—,,‘l'

comminal §Zomerated settlement of the Russn.an Ukra:Lne and southern

: Mam.toba, and the dlspersed settlement pattem characterlstic og the’

‘rectangular survey of West.ern Canada.‘ & : e |

R In the .spring of 1905, the Mennona.tes in, the Swift, Cu.rrent Reserve
sked to be allowed to settle thelr reserve accordlng to the tradltlonal
- village pattem. ) The Department of. the Intew or, replled that there : q o
hould be no objectlon to such a plan, but ‘the Mennon:.tes would have to - %

( _ adhere Yo the/provn.slons of Clause 37 of the Domlnlons Land Act wh:.ch ;: s

‘f, w,*. Wi : -
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reads as\follows 89 e Q\\\;' _l',' . o
, WIf a number of homestead settlers, embrac1n - at :
'_least twenty families, with'a view to great R
~convenience in thé establishment of sc¢hools and[f. -
churches,-and to the attaipment ‘of social . :
~advantages of like character, ask to be allowed
to settle together in a hamlet or village,“the
v Minister may in hi's discretion, )wary or disposé
.- with the foregoing requlremenbs as, to residence,
: - but not as tQ the cultivation of each 338arate
_quarter sectlon\entered as a homestead

At, the same tlme, the Mennonltes asked if they oould be allowed '

to make the entrles for thelr Swift Current Reserve homesteads at

¥V

the Domlnlon Land Offlce in, W1nn1peg as thls would be moré convenient

A\ '

‘ con51der1ng thecsource of mlgratlon. ThlS request was refused, whlle'
. .
-.on the oﬁher hand 1nd1v1duals and groups of\gy onltes were allowed

to app01nt some person at Reglna or 1n the v1c1n1ty—of the Teserve to

) make ‘the homestead entry on- thelr behalf.- Thls process allowed for :

L the convenlent entry of lands well in ‘advance of actual occupatlon

.of the land.- The process also presenued some_problems_by enterlng “Thl .

: land not ac%ually 1nspected. | " | . |
Non—Mennonlte sqﬁatters, although not in Iarge numbers had

1nvaded the resErve before and after 1ts creatlon. The Mennonlte

P L
ch01ce of 1and was usually made before 1eav1ng MAnltoba, thus.

: creatlng an obv1ous confllct 1f that ch01ce should c01nclde w1th the
Squatter’s cholce. Several 1nstanoes of thls type dld arlse,cas they

had in the Rosthern Reserve, and were duly reported to the Mlnlster

pf the Interlor.Bi Confllcts of thls nature were obv1qusly cruc1al _-""

7(.

to the 1ntend1ng,settlers on an 1nd1v1dual ba51s but d1d not cause'

the group as a whole much concern.

' ,.\ ’rThe process of establzshlng a Mennonlte v1llage was. Of a gradual

\



Ai,necessarlly always be met fﬁ\therflrst year that the vlllage was -

e
. estab fshed. In- fact only four of the eventual 31xteen v1llages—

]

°

; nature ow1ﬁg to the relatl »y 'oﬁfway%in which the settiershwere S

“-arrlvlng. The govénnment requi ment of"twenty famllleo ﬁynld not

:?_ ever p tltloned the Department for status as a v1llage (s&e Appendlx

. of the Interlor 1nstructed the Homestead Inspectors v&\\?. Ge Keys,
'\‘Secretary of the Department of the Interlor, to protect the entrles

"”'granted to the Mennonltes w1th1n the Reserve whether or not the

o

A Y

.

A
After the complalnts mentloned earller were alred, the. Mlnlster :

K

+

'.homesteaders were’ performlng thelr dutles under. the hamlet clause.

From the preqeeding dlscu531on, 1t can be seen that the

'Mennonltes Lntended to,settle arter thelr tradltlonal fashlon. The

3 N

'.Mennonltes establlshed sixteen v1llages w1th1n the reserved townshlps,

T

‘the surv1val and form/of which will be dlscussed in a laterachapter.

: .3_. f

The land in the Sw1ft Current Reserve was set’ a51de’xb’the late

summer of 1904 in ant1c1pat10n of a 1argeiscale movement of Mennonxtes L

' from the'West Reserve in Manltoba. leen'that the Mennonltes were to

-,\hOmestead the even-numbered sectlons, the Swift Current Reserve would

‘Sw1ft Current in the spring and surmer of 1905, ‘but b& the sprlng of

accommodate nearly four h\mdred homestead entries or four aundred

_*Mennonltetfamllles could move onto the reserve.:_ ' et

There is llttle 1ndlcat10n as to the 51ze of the movement to

»-

1906 230 1nd1v1dual homesteads-had been entered..32 The fact that the

"ilntendlng homesteaders could app01nt an agent 0 enter on thelr behalf

/

‘tends to make an accurate estlmé\ion of the Mennonlte population w1thin

e )

- LR R

v~ithe,reserve.dlff;cult. Furthermore, the settlers dld not always move }af7



who went out flrs-t to locate the land and establ:Lsh the farmste. S

In the ma,)’orlty of these cases, the father and son would both ent
: homesteads whlle ma:mtalnlng a common res:Ldenc—e} ’ generally on the
) d‘ «father's land w:LthJ.n ‘the vlllage.33- _ | "

) “ I_n the sprlng of 1906 1t was” expected that 101+ rallWa‘y box cars.
full. of agrlcultural eq.upment and supplles, along wlth about 450
’persons would arrive at. Sw:.i‘t Current. The arr:.vafl. at the reserve
| .,would result in the occupat‘,lon of the major:.ty of the rema:hlng . |

\ v RS ]
»L,homesteads. Here aga:.n, as noted prevlously, 1t 15 dlfflCUl‘l’i to .

- '__,‘__’4,__...

estn.mate the actual number of homesteads entered.. Nevertheless, the‘

reserve was almost completely tla.ken u{{ by 1909 (see F:Lgure 11). The

only land left w‘as that Whlch Wag_cons dered unsultable for agrlcultux‘e

when the reserve was, off:.c1 y thrown open ‘in- 1909. .
o

As we have seen, the process of settlement ﬁ1 both theuRosthem ‘

' and Swift Current settlements entan.lecbthe establishment of a reserve ‘
| ,“oi‘ land in order to permlt the compact group settlement thus o

' ensurlng a m:LnJ.mum of contact mth other cultural groups.- I.n both

ases, the settlement of the reserves was. relatlvely rapld due in
""part to ‘the organlzatlon of the ‘mother colony in Manltoba, and in part' '
.:to the ﬁre to form a compact group‘ settlement. The Mennonltes in - .‘ }.’-‘,.' |
';.v.,both cases settled the lend J.n a combmat:.on oi‘ nllages and
"'mdlv:l.dual homesteads, the detalled dlfferences and sn.mllaritles of
- (\Wlm‘l.ch Wlll be dlscussed m the next chapter,

c - L ) ot Y
. . R SN L -
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T 1Based on correspondence between D.—Hf‘Maﬁdowall Member of

: Parllament for Prince Albert, and’ Je My Perryy Olaweda A351n1b01ne 'ﬂ'

Bl

Dlstrlct-‘ Publlc Archlves file No. 270&76.->
2Based onacorreSpondence between J. Bs McLaren and the ..

Secretary of ‘the Department of the. Inter1or, dated February 21 1891.;,°
“Public Archives file No.. 270576.

= 3E. K. - Fran01s, Manuscrlpt and Research Notes. for In Search
of Uto 1a, (Leglslat1ve Ldbrary and Prov1nc1al Archlves, Province gf
anitoba), Pe 328,
©\ " By:r1893, when the: Mennonltes first. declded 1t was. essentlal
‘ gg found a daughter colony in the Northwest Terrltorles, they had
ff1c1ent wealth as a group to finance their co-religionists in a:

. néw colonye. Aided by the fact that the site of the.new colony. would RERE

e A ,-.w - A e vf'“i
L e ' ’ E

be a relatively’ short distance from the mother colony,.the Mennonltes }fl

found no trouble in looking after their own ‘financial needs. ' Flnanc1al‘
" aid was also forthcoming from wealthy. individual ‘farmers and from the
- funds held in trust by ‘the "Waisenamt" in ‘the form of loans aga1nst

flrst ‘mortgages on homesteads. In addition to. ‘the above, a speclal

_tax was levied by the Manitoba Mennonlte Communlty to ‘§ecure monies to I
©aid 1ntend1ng settlers, * The spﬁ%i',’levee was $10.00 per. quart

Pt

NG
VAN

‘section of land owned and $2:50. per Bendless family. -This. tax‘ de . :.1;-;§

elghteen to twenty famllles tq,msve to the Northwest TerrltorlébJM’

SRR hBased on correspondence between J. B¢ McLaren %nd the . _
.Department of the. Interlor, ated February 20 1895, Pubilc Archlves
file No. 2904764 - 7 . oo

" :, 5Based on correspondence between J. Be McLaren and the : :
Department of the Interlor, dated January427, 1898 Public Archivesf.

'\, flle NO. 2701.}760 - L Lo k . v

6Based on correspondence between Qlifford Slfton, Mlnlster

 of the Inter;or and the Deputy’ Minister of the Interior, dated A

Aprll 23, 1898; * Public Archives file Now 270476. - . . .. ;-. SRR

7Based on correspondence between Te- 0. Dav1s, Mbmber of

Parllament for Prince‘Albert and Charles. Fisher. of Duck Lake, dated .

Februagy 2%, 1898 Publlc Archives file. No.,270h76-_ o



i:..'.if 8Merlnonlte Reserves -a llst of Mennonlte Reserves contalnmg R
he sme ‘and’ location of eachj" comp:t.led for the Departmen.t of"‘ the Tl
In?terior in. 1908-. Saskatchewan Prov:anlal Archlves flle No. 917620. ‘

sl S e SR O SR

[3 - R o
9Based ‘on correSpondence between s Ov Dans Member of Cp
‘:'Parl:.wuent for Primnce Albert. and Cllfi'ord Sifton, m.nlster ‘of the ~ - . o
Intemor, dat;ed September 19, 1898' : Publlc Archlves f:.le No. 270&6

¥ 10Based on coz‘respondence between Mr. Goodeve and Jas. ,
Nhart Deputy Minister. of the Interior, dated September 29, 1898 (
Poblic Archlves file No. 270476. - SEPES g

/
én Te Oo Dawr.Lst Member of o

sed on Zorrespondence

__ _t;'liament for Prince Albert~and John R. Hall, 'Assistant’ Secretary

R E’!’ the Department of the. Interior, datred %ctober 1i+, 1898 Pule.c
"“g‘;l‘i'ch:x.ves file No. 2701;76. : ] , }

P

A 1:Z’B,ased on. a serles of letters e).changed between John R. Half,
i '5A351stanq Secretary of the Department of the Interior and Fr R
{.,,Sc"ﬁroede“ of Rosthern, dated throughout the spring of 1899, also ‘ ,
2\/, Ubased om’ gomrespondence between Clifford Siftom, Minister® of the o
g ﬁ%ter:u,b?ﬁ the Governor-General of Canada, datedJebruaxy 11,,4@ s
EAN . Eubll ives file No. 2701..76. S R FE

P

9
135833101‘18.1 Papers - Number 7 (1892), Volume ‘25 (no. 5)

l‘Sessmnal Papers - Number 7 (f892), P- 350 - ""; -

5Sessmnal Papers - Number 7 (189/2), e 35. \/ o S g

16Sess:f.onal Papers - Number 13- (189&), Part II, pe- 11.;6 .

l\r 1

17E. K. Franc1s, Manuscrlpt and Research Notes. for In Searchy - -

of Utcpia, (Legislative Library and Provn.nc:.al Arch:wes Province = L
of” Manitoba), pe 326. - I R W

@aﬂonsz.dermg the land w:Lthln the reserve, exclu31ve 'of ,

Hudson's Bay d, School Land, and all odd-numbered sections held-

by the Qu'App& &.e, Long Lake,.and Saskatchewan Land Company, there
-~ are appronmately 16 sections or 6l4- ‘quarter-sections available for
homesteadn.ng purposes. The reserve was. townships containing = .

. appro;d.mately 256 homesteads.  Allowirg for the unsuitability of some
*  quarterssections, as ‘well as for: the Mennonites who wished ngh,to |
settle on the res@'ved land, ‘it was mandatotry that the MennoWj¥es seek
an- extens:.on to the réserve as the populatlon numbered about flve
hundred :Lnd:Lv.Ldual M"ennonlte famllles. N S

19The Furstenland Mennonitesx were termed "0ld Colony" Menn<= "
e onltes in Manitgba ande their branch o the Mennonite church is called .
. --the 0ld Colony Mennon:.te Chur,ch. Aftdar the- movement to Rosthern, =
- the group of Manlto?b;i Mennonites. bel i g to the Sommerfeld. congre- .
s gation took the name "Old Colon : M, onltes.. ‘The Sommerfeld Menn- :

o e _‘_6 o



',,f ; _*F »i_.i | ;._rf;',_;ﬁe Lo 95
‘onltes mov1ng "to'the Swift Current Reserve dld not cﬁange'thelr nameﬁ‘-
'Although dlfferlng'sllghtly on_some rellglous matters, these three :
groups . shared a-cemmon d ator which was carried over into secular

: - Tife. It is difficult, theérefore, to give this ‘conservative element

a cofmon name. The tenn "0ld Colony" has certain connotations and = . ¢
©must not be misused, while 'for the purposes. of-this paper, sthese R
. particular factions will be referred to as the conservatlve element
g of the Mennonlte group. - o c fv
R - 2oFranc:.s, Manuscrlpt and Research Notes for In Search of
‘Utopla, (Legislative inbrary and anxlnc1al Archlves Prov1nce of
Manltoba), Pe 327. _ ERE

»r
s 3 The com 1nat10n of v1llage and open fleld system no longer
'exlsts in the Ros hern,Reserve, nor .are there sufflclentrvestlges to.
allow the reconsk ction of a village plan, From various: secondhand\ _
accounts of the. ploneers of the area, it was ascertalned thatgthe S o ~y
_vlllage and field arrangements did mot- dlffer markedly - f om ‘the: example ' ‘
given of the hypothetlcal Manltoba Mennonlte v1llage on. ge 52,

A , John Warkentln, "Mennonlte Agrlcultural Settlements of o
o Southern Manitoba," The Geographlcal Rev1ew, XLIX, 3 (1959), pe 365.

. A\
.

23Ibldn, p. 361]—0 E . / N o o ',,k’jij : o
L . chBased on personal 1nterv1ews with- older members of the . v
. Mennonlte commnities involved. Many of these 1nterv1ews are now s

housed -in the Saskatchewan Pr0v1nc1al.ﬂrch1ves 1n the "Towards a '
- New Past" coliection. - & - o e
25Based on corgesgondence between Blshop Johann Wlebe of o oo
~ Rosengart, ““Manitoba and Clifford Sifton, Minister of the Interior, :
: dated July 5, 190&, Saskatchewan Prov1nc1al Archlves file No. 917620. _

26Based on corre pondences between Jas. A. Glbson, homestead
. 1nspector at Brandon; Magitoba,.and: the Secretary ‘of the Department . -

. of the Interidr at Ottawa,. dated. August 17, 1904, Saskatchewan o
:Prov1n01al Archives file Noa 917620. o , ;,,j‘ A

27"Pall:.ser's Trlangle" was' an area de31gnated as\arld, , R
comprlslng ‘the southwest and southeast portlons of present—day B B
- Saskatchewan :and Alberta, This area’ was’ de51gnated by Captaln John
-Palllser and thus bears his name. - o QB“

: 28Based on correspondence between Cllfford Sifton, Mlnlster f
. of the Interior, and the Governor1ﬁeneral-ln—Council dated July 15,
: 19Qh, Saskatchewan Prov1ncial Archlves file No. 917620.”

: 29Based on correspondence between P. C Keys, Secretary of
frthe Department of the Interior, -and McLaren, McLeod and Black, - -fg
Barristers, of Morden, Manitoba, .dated Aprll 6, 1905, Saskatchewan m
Prov1ncial Archlves file No. 917620. :

4
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3OThe-Revised Statutes of Canada. Volume\ls."Thé Dominion -

kN

" “3lme Mennonites had additiohal problems in those initial .
“_stages. of settlement, mady of which Were a repetition of similar
. . problems’ encountered in Rosthern. McLaren, McLeod and Black,

solicitors for the Mennonite assoc¢iation,”listed the following
.complaintss R L

_Lands Acp*n“hé‘v;,”c. 17, s¢ 1, partjj"Ghapter‘54,;C}ause:37,;p. 829gf'.?vf"

o 1. "Township 12, Range 13 West of the 3rd was not surveyed =
at’ the time the reserve was set. apart...There are a number of - . )

Mennonites now squatted in the Township, a number moie,wéiting'afound.‘ff--

Swift' Current till the Township is open for homestead, and there are

'  mdre who will not leave here to take;up‘home teads there as they -
- -fear that they will'never get them...™ = ...\ . -

\--" " 2;° wA number of non-Menrionites have

. stead on the reserve by the Agent at Regina.'- T
© 73, .mThese Mennonites wish:to do their: mesteading on the -
‘hamlet system, -1 had .a petition forwarded to the Mi ister of the

. Interior im Deceésiber 190k, file 917620, and received a reply . on-the. -

eri alléwed to Home— -

6th April*1905 sthting that it wopld be necessary befoxe this-petition . |

could be.granted, to submit. an application to that effect to the -
Minister, signed by at least twenty families as provided by clause 37
" of the Dominion Lands Act. None of the hamlets yet have twenty  ° ..
~ settlers in’hem, and the inspectors of_the.Department‘are-pOKingr,*;1?
around and notifying the homesteaders, in’ these hamlets, to get-on
their,land...The;sodiety-ha‘-three-years to settle the reserve, and” -

‘before that time is up, every.homestead that is worth taking in the

" reserve will be settled if the officials simply let them alone, S0 ..

.~ -that-I camnot understand:why the inspectors should meddle with the

"~ homesteaders: that are there, for there certainly is no one else

\ entitlgggyo'take up the_homesteads,;;.and-the{whole'matterpof the

_ inspbctors coming after these people must be on the mdtion of some
one in the Department. I am sure that you will agree with me that
it is most desirable to settle these people out on these lands, as .
" they make admirable farmers, and open up the districts where no one_ -

 else.will settle,...all they (Inspectors) seemed to have to do was £O¥ o,

o

. let the matter alone and.the reserve would be settledees™s - - _‘.-,ﬁwgg%
' Oliver, :

. Based on correspondence between' Jo B. McLiren and Frank'

- Archives'file No. 917620, ~ . . ... . e s
L 7most'cases,,it_seems'that_the'disputes‘between Mennonites
" and ‘non-Mennonite squatters were 'settled without hard: feelings, as - =

" Minister of the Interior, dated July 4, 19063 Saskatchewan Provincial SR

- land was readilyfavailable,yithin‘the:reSerye@“.This;hasichgngern_-;4 o

" in many cases was:the infiltration by non-Mennonites: of ‘the proposed”?f*f :?Z

Cq < . : .

 Mennonite group settlement. ~ . |
i BzBased‘onﬁcorréﬁfoﬁdenCe ﬁetﬁeentJ;»E;’McLéren"and Frank -

. Oliver, Minister of the Interior, dated March 26, 19063 jvSaSkatchewanf S

' Provincial Archives file No. 917620. T >

¢



< K . * )
. : . 3.
[ L. . :

_ 3 3\sed on data collected from. ﬁomestead flles and :.ntemews =
with: surviving hbu{esteaders and their’ descendents. - Interviews were
" conducted in &he sWer of 1974. .The following ‘quotation ‘from: a °

letter to McLaren,\McLeod and Black from the: Department of the

‘Interior dated December 10, 1906, clarifies {he option open in this’
" case: "The homesteaier was rgq.u.red to own bulld:mgs elther on his
- homestead or in.the hamiet and
. duties, ‘except where the pomes r elected to réside with 'his

“" . father. on the latter's land in g2 e hamle‘o in whlch e\tenfb ‘E.he exbra
. cul’c:watlon must be performeﬁ". ¥

erform the ordinary cultivation.

-v>/’/‘.




| SETTLEMENT PATTERN AND FORM . = -~

. R .

‘As was the case with the Manltoba Reserves and the older Russian .
:,-u/ .

.'IIN‘TRODUCTION S

settlements, the v1llages maklng np the Mennonite settlements of both ‘L
the Saskatchewan Reserves were the”reeult of a de31re to- establlsh |

A.\_ i

'", and malntaln,a certaln soclal and rellglous organlzatlpn.. The essence E

of thls organlzatlon was coﬁgperatlon 1n the malntenanee of the Mf
soc1al 1nfrastructure and thus the v1llage env1ronment was cons1dered ,

4‘ " | . - \ .
. o . .

essential. xzﬁ"» 1,1 v,"»: ~‘l": 'it‘: 17' - [  SRR TN o
It was fbr the above reason, as wellvas for tho;e of rellglous \

$ 1nfluence and past experlence, that the conservatlve element of the

. Mennonltes mov1ng 1nto Saskatchewan chose to.settle in v1llages. 'ln

| addltlon, there were a number of practlcal Inducements to v1llage | N

settlement, as - are ev*tenCed by the surv1ving petltlons submltted by[~,- T

the villagers in the Sw1ft Current Reserve (see Appendlx 5) There ,&flsi :

was ‘a strong de51re to mlnlmlze the cost and 1nconven1ence of sqpplying

v e

essentlal water to each f . In an area wﬁere water was exception—..:
ally scarge, and at a time when the setﬁﬁers were establishlng them~
sel es, 1t was thought to be less expensive and mpre conVenlent to

provlde one well to serve a group of farmers living in close proximlty



to /each other }t?nan it would be *&o provn.de one well for each of the o T

Ay,

farmers on t.helr ind:w:.dual ho’ﬁxestgads. S:Lmﬁar reasonlng can be R

T applled to the‘“constructa.on d ma.lntenance of roads and dramage o @

'

3 dltches, pasture fences, churches, and schools. In addn.tlon, :Lt

' ~proved convenlent to havq one's ne:.ghbours close a’c, hand m event of‘i

- undertaklngs .

;the "Schultz" or- mayor, and was elected by the assembly of all land— v_ " A ;‘-
‘.owners 3ﬁ the w.llage. .Two other __ i‘flClals aidlng in’ the‘ v.x.llage 4 -
admmle‘hratlon were respon51ble for ;lthe v1llage flre msurance sche '
'"and the nllage common npasture. Thus the nllage admlnist.ra’clon wa
R the responsa.bnl:.ty of three elected offn.cers, wh:.ch oi‘ten combmed

‘ -'1n one or two persons. .

. c-,
s

an emergency or dur:Lng major cons’cructlon projects and other major
The form of the adm:.nlstratlve mnctlon of the nllages)ﬁrans—
ferred from the Mennonite set.’clements J.n Manltoba to Saskatchewan

was sunllar. The ch:Lei‘ J.ndiv:Ldual nllage a 1strator was termed

e

: All major expendltures or‘changes in- rulef/or by-laws required' a :
matjorlty \mte from an assembly of all the landownmg Mlagers. Eéch 2
of the men respons:l.ble\for the v:Lllage admmistratlon could be and Ai'.‘ (’/ . |
usua.lly was 5 ! a preacher in the nllage church. In add:Lt:Lon to thls, \\ W ‘

all of the nllagers /erg,membere—of*the”ch h. In fact, a meeting

T
P "‘

,.'(or’the v:J_lage assembly or counc:.l was 1dentical w:x.th a meetlng of the .

T closely l:mked. It was the church that gave author:.ty to ihe secular

R4
<

church congregatlon. Thus, secular and rel:.g:.ous matters were very » ‘ "

L or civ:.l admmlstratlon.‘ 'I'he church, na the process of commun:l.cation, ‘ I»

was used as the source of dlsclpline in secular, as well as in rellgious' '

matters. Expuls:.on from ‘the church for wrongdomg meant at 1east. . :

Lt D. ".‘-._‘ ,’_1_‘. :._-‘ N . ) . , R 0- .. . . - .
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psycholog:.cal expulsz.on from the conmnnuty, and could 1eag to one's

phys;:.cal expuls:.on as well. . It Mas~under these socn.al condltions

&

that the organlzed v:_'l.lages were establlslfed and mamtalned dur:mg \

)v.l‘

those early days around the tum of the cén,tury m both Saskatchewan o . K
=y BT . . L ‘-._‘p.’ .
v 9-,».&,‘,' e A ‘_ N o R .. FEEE Ll
T VI'GSEI'”VeS" 7 ;,g“; 9 . .,’ £ 5»'? s
PHXSICAL mvmamm OF THE mnomm REsERVEs g % o % e

N ’ » B 2
.

The physmal geograpmr of the Rost'hern Reserte var:.ed sJ.J.ghtlg;é '

- from the terrain of the West Reserve 1n Manltoba. 'I’he elevation ot
the Rosthem Reserve :Ls about 1500 feet above sea 1eve1., bl:unatlcally,

the area is: sllghtly mOre mmst than bhe Sw1ft Current yserve, w:,th a

PR

- mean annual preclpltatlon of more than 1 :anhes. The two lﬁerves

compare favourably as’ rega.rds temperature.. Each exper:.ences about‘

V

100 frost-—free days per annum, and between 2600 and 2800 degree—-da&s. L

Y )

above 42°F between May 1 and September 30’. _ Both a.reas\\_chosen by the e

*

Mennonltes were well w1th1n the temperature ranges necessacﬁ for -f;' "

wheat cu.ltlva.tlon.1 w'“'-'-~.~’~».v-- ._;v_ﬁ.t_:a;.:,;‘,r,; Ce = S kS »',,

The natural vegetatlan aov‘er of the Rosthez‘n Reserve cons1s$s of .- .
g\ ., I,

mlxed pralrie grasses w:Lth scattered aspen poplar g{-oves (Populus ‘.

| treumloides), character:.st:.c of what is known as the "parkland belt" |
___;lv'—'mewveg_etatmn*eo" pI'Sc is underla:.n by black ct{emozemlc SOll in the ’
| '_i_lmajom.ty of areas, wh:.le solonetz:l.c and regosolic SOllS appear 1n the EY
= river valleys~ and J.n the northem frmge of the reserved 1ands. | _ _
:-Overal.l ‘the area is well-suited forgra:m crop cultiiratim prov1ded
- moderate mo:.sture conservatlon practlses are° employed.., . l._; ‘l, f : _' | '
The la&\ surface is not unllke the West Reserve in Mann:boba. . It

' i:,is relat:.v flat nth slopes \of less than ten )ercmt owing to :Lt,s

L . R . SR . A » : RN . . L R S
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glac1a1 hlstory.' It is; 1argely covered by 1acustr1ne dep051ts 1nter- -

o

spersed with hummocky glac1al moralne. Local rellef is- largely due N (ff-\

to the Qorth and South Saskatchewan Rlvers, whlch are 1ncLsed.about “‘, ////
‘ ). : ; '
100 feet below the surface topography. The rlvers cross the Reserve

in. Townshlps hh”and AS 1n,Ranges 6 and_7, in- the case of the North
2

B

Saskatcheggn Rlver, and in Townshlps 39 and Lo 1n.£anges 2 and 3. in

the casé\of the South Saskatchewan Rlver (see Figure 9) "~, a o ,;'

1
L

2 -] The arezéghosen;ﬁy the Mennonltes for the locatlon of the Sw1ft
Current Reserve was in many ways 31mllar to the landscape of the West .

*

Reserve 1n Manltoba and the Rosthern Reserve.‘ The elevatlon of. the

»

ISw1ft Current Reserve is abo‘. 2&60 feet above sea- level. Cllmatlcally,

the area is: 1ocated éE’the Palllser Trlangle and thus 1s seml—arld 1n

~

character, rece;vlng about 12 to 14 1nches of prec1p1tatlon annually.,‘
The natural vegetatlon consists of a mlxture of pra1r1e grasses under-'f

. i laln w1th brown and dark—brown chernozemlc s01ls. Overall the area of dff'

’

, the Reserve has proven sultable for dryland graln farming,- prov1ded the

farmer employs the nec ssary conservatlon methods when cultlvatlng the ,r L.A ~
The most notlceable feature of the surface topography of the .

”_dSw1ft Current Reser&% 1s 1ts relatlve flatness, rather like the ; f;;.._} .

v ’

. «d $ L
A Rosthern Reserve5 The ‘vast ma3011fy of the Reserve is gentiy rolllng »

o owit ‘slopes of less than ten percent. In the western and northeastern
. 'fringes of the Reserve the land becomes slightly more rolllng, W1th

slopes 1norea51ng to. thlrty percent over: more thaanorty percent of

_:tthe areas. The gently rolllng nature of the area 1s attrlbuted to o :\
. «B""
the glac1al geoIOgy of the areas The surface geology con81sts malnly

k .
'i cky, dead 1ce and gla01al dlSlntegration features, w1th)




- : : TR [ : : -t
O m . ) o ‘ : -
~ . Lo ' : :

of 50 te 100 feet 1s the result of ‘such- features as pralrre mounds,

kettles, and moralne complexes.%: B o o 1;: YTQ.VWR -

Ihe phys}cal terrain %f both reserves prov1ded an abundance ofA

: relatlvely level land for v1llage locattpn. Unllke the East Reserve

.(

_1n Manltoba there was no predomlnant dralnage pattern W1th¢wh1ch to o

i '
orlent the settlement pattern.» Surface water in the Sw1ft Current

>
Reserve andrto a- lesser extent 1n the Rosthern Reserve was mlnlmal

3

1ng wells the obv1ous water source. The overall Settlement patternf .

@ -

of the Saskatchewan Reserves could be more clo ely compared to the

West Reserve in Manltoba than to the poorly—dralned and wooded East

-

”:ReSErve., This 51m11ar1ty was due partlally t0 the s;mllarlty of

'were from the Westmgeserve in Manltoba.v. A o

‘terraln and partlally due to the fact that the vast maJorlty of set*lers

The villages in both reserves in. Saskatchewan were oriented to
: ¢

'elther a north—sodth or an east~west dlrectlon, w1th only one minor '1 ‘
nexceptlon. The v1llage ‘of Blumenthal 1n the Rosthern Reserve was »

"orlented\sllghtly west -of true nerth. The overall pattern was deter- ,

mined by the grld survey (see Figure 12) The Mennonltes in both’ the

'Rosther* and SW1ft Current Reserves chose to use the survey llnes as.

'guldes in the sub-d1v131on of thelr land 1nto V1llage lots and pastures.i'

The result was that all boundary llnes and roads paralleled the town— .

shlp and range llnes. T PRI c

VILIAGE FORM - .. L

The totzl number of named agglomerated Mennonlte settlements

“establlshed round the turn of the ce?tury 1n both of the Saskatchewan

-

102

.Av \/‘\\‘ ° 3 ? ) ’ CoL
: Iocallzed kettled lacustrlne dep051ts. fThe local rellef, on th;\;rder’iih'
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e ~nun1mlze travel tlme from farmland to v1llage. Wlth few exceptlons,

. Vthls type of v1llage was’ located on the odd—numbered sectlons w1th1n

-t I : . - - L Sre

J ?'L

‘Reserves is fifty—two? There were thirty establlshed in ‘the Rosthern S

-0k

.» e

' Reserve between 189k and approxlmately 1905, and twenty—two establlshedfh'4
“in the Sw1ft Current Reserve between 190h and 1909. ;ﬂhese agglomerated;'¥v:

settlements were usually glven Mennonlte names. It was hoped that most
of. them would 1n£rease in populatlon as settlement contlnued, galnlng!
:.”the status of hamlets w1th elected admlnlstratlons._ The v1llages ¢an
be grouped 1nto three types or categorles accordlng to thelr form andr Ts,
admlnlstratlonfor lack ‘of admlnlstrat n the organlzed v1llage, the>-
unogganlaed village, and the four—corner hamlet .

The flrst category, whlch most closaly resembles the open fleld

) v1llage establlshed in Manltoba, is the organlﬁed vIllage. This
settlement is characterlzed by 1ts strassendorf form and the’ 1nclu81on vl
at one tlme of an assoclated commcn pasture. The 1n1t1al group of '-'. E .

‘ 1ntend1ng Mennonlte settlers'selected the1r homesteads in close

proxlmlty to each‘other. Next, the 1and for the v1llage was ehosen to

. the reserved townshlps. Accordlng to the Orders—ln-Councll grantlng

Al

_ the reserves the Mennonites were allowed to purchase the odd-numbered /

/

N sectlons to expand thelr farms (see Appendlx ). In some cases, these /Qh

B

/

L odd—numbered sections were subsequently subd1v1ded 1nto v1llagewlots

: and pasture land formlng an organized v1llage._ o

o The p051t10n of the street was dec1ded upon and rectangular lots‘t

were 1a1d out at rlght angles to and:on either side of the street.,
s Lots in the Rostﬁern Reserve were gqgerally sllghtly over 200 feet

-'TQW1de and 600 feet ong, Whlle the lot 31ze in the Swift Current Reservef

yas 300 feet wlde by 500 toléoolfeet.long. The number of lots or -

. § .



-

- resourc':e W

: centers were

= fencmg material _

famllles qar:.ed w1th each village, but was usually from flfteen to s

‘twen}/m number. B ".‘ L

The lengbh oi’ the street depended on the number of fanu.lles

maklng up ‘the v:.llage. The street was usually oge—hglf nn.le or one-.
'.m:.le longl wa.th the bulldmgs clustered along the central portlon of
.' Lthe length. I.n most cases, the gize of the v:vllage lot dld not requlre

e ?hat a]l the land" adjacent to ‘the: vn_llage !treet. be used for ulld:mg

‘lots to accommodate all ’c.he v:xllagers., In th:Ls casey’ the ladd’ adjacent

- to the street could be used for the v:.llage past.ure or for the oo

B accommodatlon oi‘ new members or an expand:.ng v:llage poptﬂ.atlon.

The nllage past.ure varled :Ln 51ze from village to v:Lllage, '

. depend:mg on the populatlon and 1ts needs.' In the case of Neuhorst

e

. and Neuanlage in the Rosthem Reserve, the pasture con51sted of what

m/‘

remained of one sectlon and one-half sectlon reSpectJ.vely, after the
"vallage had been 1a3.d out (see Figure 13) In the Sw1ft Current
Reserve, the 51tuat10n was smllar.v For. example, the v1llages of

Blumenort and Elumenhof were located on. parcels of land one square

| m:Lle or -one sectlon J.n s:Lze (see F:Lgure 11+) The v:Lllage in both '

cases occupled a relatlvely narrow S‘brlp of’ land mthm the square

mlle while the fremamder was used as common pasture. B

<

The organ:.zed village. allowed for a certa:.n measure of dlns:Lon '
- of labour._ The acqulsiti‘bn and man.ntenance of llvestock was an- espec-

'.1ally im 'rtant fagtor 1n the earlxperlod qf settlement. Th:.s :

used as a prlmary source of food, before commercial trad:Lng

vtabllshed in the reserve. As a "esult each farmer

'ma:.nta:med a small herd of dalry cattle. For thls reason, and because

N

g

e

s expenslve, the cornmon pasture was not fenced, but ’.
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2

was done .by ah.u;gi’ﬁerson or was taken in. tum by v

N R
a.nstead the cattle ere taken out) each mommg by a ow hérd This ;)ob

If the v:.llage was of sufflclent s:Lze to warrant 1ts own church,
. e

a 1ot near the center of the nllage ‘was, provxded. The cemetery was

-

'._.‘usually near the church or 1n some. comer of "Yhe conmon pasture., The

¢

, 'lot provided for the church and cemetery was generally naer'Wer than

the other lots, but equally as long. As the use of this lot. was : \

RN

‘llmlted, the unocc}glpled .land Was rented out. to one v.Lllager and usual]y

"/

'used for a hay field. 'me Geman school usually occup:.ed the church

As both areas orlgmally lacked great numbers of trees, espe01ally the -

‘<_these trees acted not only as m.ndbreaks but also as boundary markers.

i
buildmg dur:mg the weekdays throughout the w1nter months, thus doing

away w1th the necess:Lty for a separate bu:z.ldmg. SO o L »~

" . The Mennomte nllagers, upon settlement of the village site, '>

. planted trees usuaﬂ.ly poplars (populus tremu101des) along the: v1llage »

"street and around thelr J.nd.lv:.dual lots.\Given the lack of fences,

- Sw1ft Current Reserve, th:Ls practlce added to the attractiveness of .

_ the settlements whlle serv:.ng a practlcal i‘unctlon.

Land use w1th1n the ind:.v::.dual vﬂ.lage lots did not d:r.ffer . '

'ma.rkedly in the two reserves. 'I‘he characterlst&c connected house—and—

barn, to be dlscussed in deta‘n.l later, occup:Led an area. close to the

street and was usually surrounded by the household garden and a s:ia].l

o grove of hardy fruit t.feﬁs.' The garden generally contained the basic o

- 'vegetables - potatoes, corn, cabbage, beets, tumips, carrots, peas, o

uand beansv— that could be preserved for use. dur:mg the w:.nter months. L

Those less hardy garden items such as cucumbers, tomatoes, and melons,

L 4



’v1ng pioneers attribute this failure to the early frosts

' which characterized the perdod of settlement The orchard generally

"_.contained hardy fruit trees such .as crabapples, wild plums, wild

' cherries, and varlous berries and currants. The garden an the -

o orchard were generally surrounded by trees for protection’ag,
.'g"the harsh effects of the Wlnd. , :p ?tsz jﬁ\ge;«L?

\

The remainder of the 1ot served as a storage\area for the farmer's

machinery, feed, and grain.: The necessary outbuildinge occupied an

' -_.area directly behind the house—barn structure while the‘cattle pens

:and a small pasture or wheat field occupied the rear of the lot.

Land ownership in this semi-communal strassendorf type village '

108

| - was quite different from that in the other two types of v1llage and ;Ji‘t:

from the general -pattern of land ownershi 1n the ‘area surrounding the‘;‘

‘reserves. The land for the v1llage was pu chased by the\v1llage

' imembers 1n the name of the v1llage church Ior in the name of the

. v1llage representatives. As the even-numb red. sections were reserved'

*

'n'for homesteading, and as the odd—numbered sections/were for sale by

- 1ther the Dominlon or the appropriate railway company, the gra ps of:

Mennoaates were forced to settle these organized v1llages/on the odd-

/

'numbered sections.. Once the v1llage 1ots were l": out the

'T 1nd1v1duals cho their own lots and agl to pay a proportionate o

purchase price and thereafter, a proportionate
mmnun;bf the taxes to which the village land was subject.

A t "
In the case of the village of Neuanlage, +1e title for the whole-

jof Section 23, Townshlp L0,. Range A, west of the third meridian, was ¥,

-;;'issued 1n the name of Johann Wiebe, Bdshop of - the Rheinland Mennonitefl.“"



' Church offManitoba,3 on June 18 1900, whlch is almost flve years: after
_the flrst Mennonltes arrlved at’ the 51te of the present v1llage:%
© On November 28, 190k, the tltle was transferred to Jacob Wlens, -: .
i:eiBlshop of the Old Colony Church of Neuanlage, owner in’ fee 51mple of
the whole of Sectlon 23& Accordlng to the tltle the members of the@%
rv1llage shared terests of varylng size 1n the v1llage land._ The

*fnterests varied from a max1mun of -six 31xty=fourths/tqga mlnlmum of

$w
-

; one sxxty-fourth. The V1llage lots*varled in w1dth accordlng to the

r  size of the 1nterest held by the v1llager, which in turn determined '

1

.

-+ the share of the common pasture to be used by the 1nd1v1dual for

“graz1ng cattle. o

/ ‘The system of land ownershlp and the nllage plan: vanﬁ@m

'v1llage to v1llage in the Rosthern Reserve but the basic 1dea of

—
' .

} group rﬁther than 1nd1v1dual ownershlp prevalled in the organlzed

v1llage.- Thus the V1llage land was subject to group declslon and not

.

to the 1nd1v1dual dec151ons of the farmer.'

' The 51tuat10n in the Sw1ft Current Reserve was of a smmllar '

naturea

“common pasture and an elected admlnlstratlon. The v1llagers in each
33 .

. case arranged a written agreement as to thelr 1nd1v1dua1 respon

l‘\

. bllltles to the v1llage. Fortunately, the agreement for the v1llage

of Chortitz in the SW1ft Current Reserve stlll ex1sts. :
-,
l In the Chortltz agreement the v1llage land was. deeded to the
',',Mennonlte Church of ChortéSx and, in- this case, was three-quarters of

o a sectlon (see Appendlx 6) Each member agreed to ablde by the ,

L

t-condltlons of the agreement upon hls aoceptance of a lot w1th1n the e

ﬂfv1llage.' The lots 1n°thé v1llage of\Chortitz were all the same,size, e -

0 v .
. L



length. The v1llage was one—half mJ.le long w1th lots on elther s:.de

of the street (see F:Lgure 15) 5USe of the vzllage common pasture was L

based on a certan.n number of head for- each v:.llage lot. , These

'_ allotments could be rearranged accord:mg to the- hay yleld of a

B part:.mﬂ.ar year and by mutual agreement between :Lndlvn.duals’.

The organlzed v:_llage was a compromlse between the communal

o v:Lllages of Manltoba and the 1nd1v1dual quarter-sectlon fa,rmstead. The

. Each farmer bullt hlS house along &

: ‘the general strassendorf plan.'- The lot sizes dlffered greatly £rom

' success of th:Ls arrangexmnt w:Lll be dlscussed in a followu.ng chapter.”'

‘The second type of v:Lllage, the unorganlzed \nllage, mamtalned :

P

' J.nd:Lv:Ldual to mdlndual, and from v:v_llage to v:z_llage ~ from a few
' acres to a, i‘ull quarter—sect on. . Essentlally, this type of v1llage

was a groupmg together o;‘ md:.ndual farn{‘ers oR t,he:.r own land for ‘

‘bsome groupbeneflt. " ] Y - ‘. U

: | @& &3
The largest remaJ.m.ng v:tllage of thls ki ’is Rosenhof, on th‘e

. northern edge of ‘the Swn.ft Current Reserve._ @Kpprox:mately e1ghteen~

. , i‘arr?érs now llve m thls v:Lllage (see Fl 16.);. As the group

the v‘.Lllage :anreased in

“e.nllage street, which in the

‘case of ﬁbsenhof, ran east-west and was nearly one. m:Lle long. :

ThlS type of nllage dz.ffers from the organlz% vn.llage in that

the lots are. 1ess regular in’ 31ze, the houses are not regularly

spaced the v:.llage as a whole is npt» as. compact and it lacks the E

seml—coummal aspect and the elected adminlstratlon. At the same ',

¥
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_tlme, it shares ulth the first category the same reasons for its

creatlon. In the 1nitial perlod of settlement 1t was convenient

Kl

:to live 01033 t° one's neighbours for mutual ald and to co-OPerate e

i 0

] in the. establishment of such thlngs as: a water suppty'and roads. '15.11-} 1.

. daddltlon, the church and thg German school were 1ocated central to as.
T : ‘\k} .
- many farmers as possible and then often acted as an attractzng force
\

1

. m the establlshment of a nucleated settlement.

'~a :

Rosenhof and the v1llages 11ke 1t 1acked the organlzatlon of thee
"vseml—communal settlement form.- The farmers co-operated voluntar1ly
" without & wrltten‘agreement and an elected admlnlstration. The |

1nd1v1dua1 held the tltle to hlS 1and and thus acted 1ndependently of”

'the other v1llagers with regards to 1mprovements and malntenance to S

hls property.A As ‘was th@'case 1n the organlzed v1llage, ‘the 1ndlyidual

- usually built hlS house and barn connected together. The land use-

"v withln the lot was 31m11ar, except where the 1ot ‘size allowed for J
’ - J

) larger pasture Qr larger arable field functions. R B
s In short these v1llages shared ‘a common form W1th(the organized
11iv1llage but lacked the- connmnlty organlzatlon and close co-operation.
”These unorganlzed v1llages outnumbered-the organlzed v1llagest 1n'
the foundlng perlod, 1t was thought by thelr members that some of

*them would petltlon/the government and become organlzed v1llages. '

The third type of settlement estaﬁllshed by the Mennonites 1n ‘flﬂ R

both reserveS'ls not unlque to the Mennonltes and is. a rather common \

’73efphenomenon on the Western Canadlan Pralrles. The settlement consieted o
| f 7generally of three or*four homesteads.v Each 1nd1v1dnal bullt hie o

5:;ufarm yard on the corner of the homestead quarterbsectlon nearest his

.““

ﬂnelghbour. The result was what could be termed a fcur—corner hamlet. .

"

v

a2



_'indi’cates the plan oi‘ the four—corner h'

T

The farme{: mazmtamed the title to ‘hls own 1and and there was no. L {j
'Offlc‘ial pollcy of co-operation or elected adnunistration-; The "_, o -
\ Mennpnltes in both reserves gave names to these settlements also ’ and

: '\'thought of them as nllages, much as tﬁe‘ t arger vn.llages. Figure 17

Aet of Kleine Rheini’elct. L el

(‘.

The connected house—and—barn was he usual i‘orm of dTellmg . but. - RN

it was not the only form of &welling. Dev:tation from thia tradition ",»;.- R

was more common in these four-corner hamlets. Land 1Ise w:.thin the

,..'farm yard was essentially the same as i-rythe other two v1llage types.

N .l. "'- .
_ MENNONITE B%ILDm% g

The main s:.mlarity with the other v:.llage forms was the fact that .

_,they were all thought of as V1llages by their 1nhab1tants and the

3

-other Mennonites of the area.-.;. SRR B .' g . R

b ’ - ) ' R

In sunmary, the Mennonltes established three settlement types in

_'their attempt to duplicate 'the social env:Lromnent and cultural land- .

scape which they enjoyed in Manitoba. _ The three types of settlement -

o the organized strassendorf v.l.llage, the unorgan¥ed straS’sendorg

\rillage and the four-—comer hamlet - were modlfications or duplications

I I

of settlement forms established in- Manitoh\a. a generation or) more o )

/

The architecture %)the Mennonite" dwelling has often been a source -
N

| of debate. ‘I'he fact that the dwelling plagg and the. stable or barn

were under one roof has resulted in q;estions about san:lftation and

hygiene as. opposed to the comrenience offered by this arrangement.

‘ An attempt w:Lll be made to outline theadBVelopment of the /connecm

" house—and—bam structure to its present state in both of the study

M = . . : < . P ,',



.'Mennonltes' cultural baggage. 'I'he migration of Mennonites to the

? ,,g »‘.'. .

g

The connected hQuSe-andr-barn had bem the accepted housmg fprm .

'

j'among the Mennonites :m the Russ:Lan settlements and was understandably

transferred to the Mam.toba settlements along w:Lth the rest of the o '.“. :

o ‘Saskatchewan settlements resulted in the spread of the connected

house-and-barn. - L o 3 A-‘ o S - L

-

Large timber for bulldJ.ng purposes was not as readily avallable

©in. the Rosthem Reserve as 1t had been in the Manltoba Reserves. : The

. Rosthem Reserve was located in Saskatchewari's parkland and thus the ‘j‘ TR

: grow:mg in the river bottoms and in scattered bluffs throughout the

.,"'Reserve. The poplar trunks prov1ded the bullding material i‘or the

timber was character:.stit\ally aspen poplar (populus tremulo:.des) trees -

mitial shelters and build:mgs., Poplxar as a bun.ldmg material was not

»

l_very durable and thils was unsatisfactory. Log bulld:t.ngs we}"e quickly |
’ R

.\r

steaders mcreased.

. dichotonw was. matched by a cho:Lce m the process of settlement. Wh:_le

many of the mtend.mg settlers chose to settle m.th a group, thus :

wy

(Y

.replaced by fr&t\houses and stabl,es as the affluence of the home- -

" S . ;.' g '>r.(.‘
g

- ‘The zm.tlal settlers had a choice of two bulldn.ng styles - the v

connected house-and—barn or the house separate from the barn. _ ThlS

[y

formlng v:llage, a large number chose to settle on their individual
quarten—section Jhomesteads. Tths latterp preference mcreased w:l.th e
ﬁme from the p'e'r‘i‘od of m:l.tial settlement.' The people in the hllages
tended to conform to tradition and built their houses, whether they '

‘were of logs or. timber, connected to the barns.. &x the other hantl,-'_

- those Mennonites who chose not to settle in this traditional method.i "~

‘e

P

¢ € oaten



often tended to bu11d the houses and barns as separate unlts but the

l# connected houae—and-barn was known out31de the v1llages.’ Genera1121ng,

a -
4 e :

"one can state that the connected house-and—barn was: the chomce w1th few . ;

“Z‘exceptlons 1n the v1llage, while thls structure was the exceptlon on

‘f,and Rosthern vid the Qu Appelle Long Lake, and Saskatchewan Rallway

.

8

S ; _ P R <

the md;mdual hgar‘steads. ”fi‘;" oS ', - Lo ', o0

e

: Supplles of ‘sawn’ lumber were readlly avallable in Hague, Saskatoon,

. W] 1ch ran through the Mennonlte reserve. Sawn lumber and frame -

The 1n1t1al~dWe111ng on the 1nd1v1dual homestead was generally

_of logs although\ngn;lumber was used 1f the bullder could afford 1t.

I

EY

-

' 'b dlngs—replaced the 1n1tial log structures, and no log structures

o S S
“house measured about- 16 to 18°feet in width: and about 2h.to 30 feet

€3 ist at the bresent tlme._’

<

The 51ze of the flrst log dwelllngs in the Rosthern_Reserve was.

vsialluln compar;soncto_the structures»:hat followed.' Generally, the

in length. That chied Toofs were generally associated-with'the log
'bUIldlmgS, whlle the sawn lumber bulldlngs were more llkely to be -
‘shlngled The barn was generally of a rougher nature and almost
always constructed of logs w1th a thatch or sod roof. The barn_VT

tended to remain in thls style longer than the house. The barn'was

. generally larger than the house 'measurlng 18 to 20 feet in w1dth and

.over 30. feet in length. ﬁ‘v

~

The 1n1t1al log houses in the village were constructed by varlous. S
Ve :

'methods, dependlng largely on the avallablllty of txmber and the

skill of the bullder. The dwelllng place ‘and - the” stable or. barn Wwere

N on

'generally contalned under one ridge pole wlthout the beneflt of a

e { ’

° N

chonnect;ng passageway as later became the case. ,The house was only



.'one storey hlgh, WIth a s'l'
-'“=and 2) The floor plan was Jud entary,/contalnlng few 1ndividual

' 'rooms (see Flgure 13) The metho of finlshlng a house was common in
'Ttthe Mennonlte dwell1ngs in Ru531a d was agaln adopted by many of
!these second generatlon Canadlan.Mennonltes. The walls of the house

. were often plastered 1n51de and out51de w1th a mlxture of clay and ‘

: —~ r
_ straw, w1;h the 1nter10r of the house whltewashed in addltlon. The_ R
o B _ IR

_Mennonltes were alded in thls aspect of~the1r house bulldlng by the
nelghbourlng Dukhobors, who were skllled in the use- of clay plaster ,
and supplled the Mennonltes w1th some of the slackened llme for the'
whltewashdneeded for the finlshlng touch.” The. roof of the early
'Mennonlte dwelllng was generally a llght frame of poplar poles~

'covered with thatched hay, and later, straw.. B

The 1n1t1al log and thatched connected house—and—barn was -

;replaced w1th a frame connected house-and-barn as soon as the 1nd1-
;Tv1dual could afford 1t and as the log dwelllng neared the end of 1ts
vgusefulness. The frame dewlllng was of larger proportlons, as it was :' v}'-\
sllghtly longer and sllghtly w1der than 1ts predeceSsOr. The ”
gconnected barn was generally larger as well. |

Whereas in the earller structure the house and barn were under

--one rldge pole, later the house and barn elther had thelr roofs at

Jdlfferent levels or &ere JOlned by a narrowJ%’passageway. The reason.

ifor thls change was to make a more complete d1v131on of houseeand

‘: barn. In most cases, one end of the house faced the street and the
_’other the bagn, the roof of which was generalla irt line. In a few-
'cases, the long ax1s of the house was orlented at right angles to- that

‘of the barn. va ST ;‘ : e ':‘T!fvlf".
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" Storoge -

_ MENNONITE: HOUSE:BARN
. COMBINATIONS .
-~ OFTHE -

- SASKATCHEWAN RESERVES

. OF THE THREE MAIN STYLES OF FLOOR

"\ PLANS FOUND IN THE SASKATCHEWAN -

" RESERVES

APPROXIMATELY 25 FEET.
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Plate 1o’ ‘ Early Mennonlte log house with a thatched roof and
mud plastered walls. Note the ‘method of construction. In.
many cases, this type’ of dwellmg was attached to a thatched .
log bam. (Source° Jacob Fr:.esenl Hague, Saskatchewan)

Plate 2. A Mermbnite house-barn combmatmn of frame ,

* construction. The thatched rogfiwas unusual in’ combinatlon
with the frame construct on., NB‘Ee the ‘Mennonite family in
traditional nineteenth Sentury Mennonlte garb. (Source' o
Jacob V?‘r:n.esen;» Hague, SaskatcheWan) ‘ .
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In the Swlft Current Reserve, the phy31cal env1ronment was f” J '

;,markedly different in one aspect. There were: v1rtually no trees save - .hﬁ -
k the scrub growth around sloughs and in the coulee bottoms. The- |
bg Mennonltes had llttle ch01ce but to. bulld with sawn lqmber, whlch was
A‘ obtained 1n those early years by a two-day round trxp to theblumber 531:}'
v*ityards some flfteen miles to the north, in Sw1ft Current. The buildlng.;t
of a Canadian Paciflc Rallway branch line in 1912 ;acllltated the - B |
;vestablishment-of lumber yards at the towns of Wymark and Neville, bothv ,h
of which serv1ced the needs of the Mennonites.
: : The Mennonltes mOV1ng to the Swlft Current Reserve were financed,‘ﬂ/ﬂ’%
o almost w1thout exceptlon< by loans from the Rheinland Mennonlte.,iv
Assoc1atio;1 Nearly all the early homestead entries 1nclude a llen
1n the amount of $50 to $150 in favour of the ab0ve-ment10ned Assoc-
glatlon.. The majority of the farmers were from Manltoba where they had
prev1ously owned farms. In most cases, the proceeds from the sale of
:‘the land in Manltoba, and ‘the loan from the Mennonite Assoclatlon,
';alded in the establishment of. these peOpké and as a result there are

. no known cases of dugout or sod shelters built on the Sw1£t—6urrent

--.l Reserve. ThlS 1nd1cates that condltions of early §ettlement of the

¢ A
Swift Current Reserve were less rudimentary than- those during the ’

:establishment of the Manltoba Reserves., All of the inltial dwellings

a Were frame, 1ndlcating a, certain level of affluence. )

| In ‘most, cases, the house and barn were connected in. various ,'”.
f,arrangements.. In many cases, the first attempt was the construction
’of one»building, half of which would be' used as the stable, while the

?':other half served as’llving quarters. “The separation was a single

'1wall, with house and ba:n.walls in one.line. The rpof 1evels were also P

3 rv
i



'I_?: in li.ne. In this case, ‘as ‘the homestead developed, and as ‘. he‘ l
; became better established, an extensn.on was made to the.‘ouilding,
. g sometimes w1th a gassageway and sometimes mthout one. The original
, building was usually cc;)nverted to use as the barn, while the extensmn
" vwas useq as the house. Thl‘s process of evolution met the needs for
shel'oer 1n the early years while at the same time m:.nimizmg the costq,
~. in the homestead:.ng period. : B " o
. Equally as comnon was the frame house and bam built in li.ne
‘under one ridge pole. : The house and barn were of the same w:r.dth, with S
jthe length of the ‘barn slightly longer than the house. In this case,
the house and barn were separated by a\ ha]_lway runm.ng across the -
, Width of the structure between the house portion and the bam. ‘ For--'
- 'people, the entrance Qto the house and barn was gamed v1a ‘this ha]lway, o |
‘. while entrance to the barn for animals and machi.nery, was gained
3 "through larger double doors at the end or side of the barn._

A refinement to this plan, which was common in Manitoba and later L

' in the Rosthern area, _was the separation of the house and barn by a

: ‘Inarrow passageway or porch. The function of the two buildi.ngs remained
"the same wh;Lle their sme in proportion to each othexu:hanged slightly.
The barn could be, and often was, made wider than the house m.thout
: afi‘ecting the overall des:.gn of the house (see Figure 18 for details _‘ |
. ,oﬁt‘ various plans). T i _ ‘ |

e The reasons for building the house and barn together have been

dlscussed by other wr:uters, but nontheless bear review here. Perhaps
' 'fthe primary advantage is’ the convenience offer d in caring for 1ive— .

stock in the very cold prairie w:.nters. The connection of house and R

barn also offered economic advantages in that it allowed the farmer o



to save the. cost of 1umber for one wall Iu the J.nit:.al?’ p:.oneermg‘\
perlod, thJ.s would have been a. s:.gniflcant factor. The argument loses? o
| ground in later years as the Mennonltes remodelled or abandoned the -
| '_ | first. structures m favour of new bu‘ild:.n@s, which in many cases: were k :
- bu:th after the’ fashlon of the connected house—-and—bam In Plans 2a
.fand 3 in Flgure 18 there is no real savmg in. lumber, as the house ,
' -and barn are separated in both cases by a hallway or a passageway. o “@ | !
" The convenlence factor reman.ns, but ls probably outwelghed by tradition, o
.. and a desire to do thlngs the way they had alWays been done.
| The ‘main dlsadvantage of thls structure was the constant danger :
of fire. Fire 1n either port:Lon usually meant the 1oss of both 11v1ng
quarters and barn ThlS was especlally dangerous in the Rosthem
yReserve, where the roofs were thatched. There were - also hygienic :
- dangers in. those houses where sanltatlon was poor. In the majority

of cases, sanltatlon was meticulous and one hears of only the occasional |

g‘ exceptlon. Desplte the cl‘

N

i mess, llttle could ‘be done- about the |

o~

annoy'mg odours as the bu:leJ.ng settled w:Lth age. Clth a change in -

BN
i

.-",-' the attn.tudes of the’ you.ng people,-and the change

T

xpected sanlta--
tion requirements, the above-mentioned disadvantages welghed heav:_ly s h
dn favour of the separatlon of bam and house. ‘
A -good. many of the structures rema:m in the surv:wmg nllages in )
' the connected state. Many of them are in a go?d state of repair, but'--'"” |
‘ the 'barn port:.on now generally serves as a storage shed or workshop
ather .than for the housing of llvestock. Today, one encounters two :
o ,opmlons on the subject of abandonment of the. onnected house-and-
barn. In the majOrity of cases preferenée 1s for them to be tom .
‘down, while in the odd case, there is a desire to preserve them as an

,
X l"‘(; L L '. &
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L Plate '3."""-‘:ﬁetmb.nite, hwse-fqarﬁ'Cmeihatibn' v_tiinder;vqhe ridgev"p_olé,-"l‘ -

in the village of Chortitz in the Swift'Current Reserve.. The
~ porch obscures the windows of ‘the house while the chimey marks-.
. .the approximate limits of the living quarters (see Plate 5)._' S

U e et

" Plate Le ,

.- Hochfeldt'in the Rosthern Reserve. Note difference in roof
- levels of house and barn. A passageway generally separated .
house and barn, as in Plan 2 of Figure 18, - S

“Mennonite house-barn combination, in the village of



Plate 5.  ‘Mennonite house-barn combination with linear connecting
- passage between house and barn.. Located in'the village of =~ -
' ‘Chortitz in. the Swift Current Reserve. Note house-type windows :
in ‘the: barn section, .indif:ati.n'g a later addition of the house.’

N
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' hlstonzﬁ‘ar hltectural form.}f . ‘.‘ v‘j' T

- The settlement of the Saskatchewan Mennom.te Reserves was

effected in the trad:xtlonal method. -&o—operatlve agr:z.cultural ‘
: m]_ages were establlshed wh:Lch were‘ pﬁﬁ:cally sum_lar to those _ N
. in Manltoba. There were only sla.ght differences in- form, but -

' major d:.fferences :.n 1andhold1ng, whlch wi_ll be: dlscussed in the

B next chapter. In adda.t:.bn, 'the desire to ma.mtaln- the tradltional

g i.hcusmg style was endently strong in the ear]:y perlod weakening
over tlme to allow abandonment and modlflcatlon of the tradltlonal .

. connected house—and—bam

-~ - . A 'I_



e (Sasketoon* Modern Press, 1969), pp. L0 - 78.

1J. He Rlchards and Ko I. Fung (eds.), Atles of Saskatchewan, '

A degree-day 1s one day aﬂgﬂne degree over h2 F.

*Ibid. -

_ ; ‘ .
3The Rhelnland Mennonlte Church of Manltoba was termed the

. -0ld Colony Church by the Manitoba Mennonltes, and was comprlsed of '5

the Furstenland faction of the Manitoba Mennonites. The 'Old Colony
Church in the village of Neuanlage shared the samg ultra-conservative ‘ ‘
v1ews whlle being made up of mostly the Sommerfeld Mennonltes. - ; ‘

hThe establlshment of -a. v1llage was a slow process ‘as all ef -

the potentlal members did not necessarlly arrive at the ‘same time. -
The title to the v1llage of Neuanlage. contained twenty names, .each’

of whom shared in the pwnership of that land to' a-greater or-lessef

. extent., The first famMlies settled on the site in 1835, bu¥ as the’
‘title date indicates, the settlemént was not. complete until 19004

Neuanlage continued to grow: and by 1905, had thirty-two nembers -~ S
living on the orlglgel street,’ which was extended to the north, ' R

- . adding lots on.the ‘east, side- of the street only, -or adjacent to 5 &.'
“ the sectlonal road ‘11t wance runnlng along the eastern edge of the4\

v1llage.
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o RECENT CHANGES AND CONGLUSIONS .= o

| %HANGE m SETTIMT FORM

e . : ) o e . . R °
- « L &

The establishmmt of the Saskat ewan daughter colonles was an
i%w to. ma:mtaln a way of llfe. As we have noted prev:.ously, the
s:Ltuatlon in the Mam.toba Reser’ves at the tlme of \the mlgration to - “

v_ Saskatchewan in - 18.9h and agam in- 1901+, was not conduclve to the -

yestablishment .of new va.llages, nor to the contmuance of those already '_
establlshed. Th.'.LS ‘was due, 1n part to the grownng des:Lre on the \ |

part of . the more progressmvely—mlnded Mennomtes to: particlpate 1n A

' the conuaerc1al gra:m economy, and partlally to the :.nsecurlty of land

: tenure w1th1n the v:\llage settlement. In new of the i‘act that theff"

: settlement form was. be:.ng abandoned in Man:.toba, one mlght quest:.on b

mlt was bemg re—establlshed in the new reserve neaf Rosthem,

Saskatchewan. ‘f : = L .0,.

o It is known that the open f:.eld econemy was estab ’shed in. the

' Roethem aréa in 18% in a slightly modlf:.ed form fronb t/hat\@om J.n . “ '

o Mamtoba, _but falled to last for some of the same reasons i:t was
abandoned m the N{amtoba Reserves.'_ Flrst the narrow flelds were
unsuitable for the: commercial graln econonw restricting the freedom | ,

: f expans:.on by :Lndlvldual farmeré. Second, the open f:.eld system aa,//

\v ‘ R . . : “, . . ﬂ )
. S S L / . N _‘ . . " . ‘:V e - . .
T e SR
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required a high degree of co—operation, w:v.thout %h the system would

} established in the nJJ.age of Neuanlage in the Resthern Reserve,

o not work. 'The village land was purchased by and titled to the vi]_lage, B

of co—operat:.on by -one or

bel.onged to the indlvz.dual

: separately owned by the mdn.v:.dual homesteaders and were pooled

‘but the open fields wére made up by divid:mg the ihdividua]ly-owned

0

g3 eader. Thhs he could wn.thd.raw his -

’ land from the open f:.el.d system w1thout fear of legal repercussions.

Thls was exactly whdt happened to disrupt the open field system in the

-

nnage ofNeuanlage. S B R TR N

The system in the Rosthern Reserye ‘was only sl:.ghtly less fraglle

than it had been in Manltoba. In Manitoba, the v1llage site, the

‘common pasture, and the land for the open fleld system were all

.‘3, -

L4 ¢

voluntm.y to i‘orm th age. ThlS uncertain arrangmeent meant that

the Withﬁwal of one quarter-section then started ¢ cha:.n reaction of |
é
Withdrawal that destroyed the open field system and often the wr.ﬂ.lage .

as well.

£

A change :Ln ‘the alandholding policy 1n the)&ermonitg'vﬂlages of

(¢ o
qua.rter-section homesteads. . The failure of the system 1ay in a lack \ L

5194, ers&e ‘Legal]y the homestead “ _1:-3 "

[

the Bosthern Reserve d,id little to safeguard the co-operative cultiva-

.

tion or open f:.eld aspeqt of the Mennonn.te settlements, but 1t did

o manage to pcreserve the actual v:Lllage form and the’ associated éommon

.

pastu.re from disruption. ThlS was done by a separate or group title C

for the v:r.llage lqﬁd. Therefore, no one individual decision could

result in the loss or abandonment of the vi_u.age s:Ltd as it could in
Mamtoba. . j . T T 4 'f .;"_’ »
- The situation in the Swift Current Reservre was dii‘ferent again. _'

T ‘.(&-.
LWy :



In thls reserve, there was no. attempt to recreaté the open field

economy, although the nucleated agrlcultu.ral settlement was recreated. _ L

The land for the vn.llage was purchased by the group in the name/of the

" v:.llage, church or elected representatlvea. . In the organized v1llage,

-

thls vn.llage 1and mcluded a co’x On pasture as it had 1n slmilar

4

v:.llages in the Rosthern Reserve. As t’he v111age land was ‘he,‘,l.d by the “ Tl

group, 1t was subject to majorlty ru‘Ie. ”The decls:Lon of an :mdlvidual
“to opt out of the communal responsﬁilltles of tHe v:.llage had little

: [ ' ' '
. or nO“effect“onﬂroﬂ-lage form. *:orst such actlon woul eave a .

: vacent J.ot wh:Lch in tum could ra:Lse the tax load of each vi
proport«ionately, :Lf the vacant lot was‘left unocc p1ed. .
" . In Manitoba, the nllages were almost always patterned aftex: the‘ ‘
nllage form known in Russia. Thls meant that the v:.llage took on- the

strassendorf plan and the assoc:l.ated open field economy. As~we have ‘

.

' seen the essential portlons of thls plan were transferred to Saskat~

.' _ chewan, so m effect when the open f:Leld system was abandoned, the )
| actual settlement form in Saskatchewan d:.ffered very llttle in physical
form to that known in: Russia and toba. v E
Apart frorn the above re-creatn.on, there was one other linear

v:l.llage form as dlscussed 1n Chapter I"ive. ThlS form effectlvely did

v away m.th the group land-ovmership, and thus dld away w1th the danger

'; -of any d:Lsruth.on of the indlvidual's l:wmg Space. This settlement

type was a modlflcatlon of the strassendorf plan. As each farmer owned )

hlS farm yard or vﬂflage lot outr:\.ght, and as he had no obligat:.on to '

hn.s neighbours, save what he offered voluntarLj, there was less chance" T

' for the break-up of the vﬂ.lage form and 1ts subsequent abandonment. : o R

The reason for modlfications in land-omership and form are- three-?\:"f

-
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o
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fbld. Flrst there waé a strong de51re among the mlgratlng Mennon1tes~

c*

to preserve the v1llage form and 1ts assoclated soclal and rellgious
connotatlons whlle safeguardlng 1t from dlsruptlon. Second there was"
a strong de31re to 11ve close to one's nelghbours, thus max1mlzlng the

o

benefit from thls situatlon.. Thlrd, there were out51de 1nf1uences, ‘

chlef among whlch was the government actlon of 1885 dlsallowgng the .

' ,establlshment of new v1llages in the Manltoba Reserves.

One mlght also ask why the Mennonltes dld not secure the land

used for the open fleld system in the 1n1t1al Rosthern settlements in.

the _same way that they had secured the land for the v1llage s1te. The
answer is contalned ln the Domlnlon Lands- Act 1n which the homestead
regulatlons were spec1f1c about the requlrements that land.bwnershlp
be on an 1nd1v1dual ba51s. The land (one quarter-sectlon) had to be_;

flled on by an 1nd1v1dua14 who then had a number of years to carry out |

S s

| the necessary 1mprovements w1th regards to shelter and plowed acreage.

The regulatlons requlrlng that the homesteader .be re31dent upon the .
homestead for three years were walved 1n ‘the case of the Mennonltes,-
Y

who could take up re51dence in the Mennonlte hamlets. On the other A

hand there was -no prov131on in the delnlon Lands Act whlch would

o alIOngroup ownershlp of a n:gber of quarter-sectlons other than a

N voluntary poollng of the lanqgwwhlch had prev1ously proved unsuccessful.'o

In addltlon, the Mennon1tes,,hav1ng become accustomed to the vastness

’of the Canadlan West and‘the grow1ng commer01alugra1n economy, had

‘a

llttle 1ncllnatlon to ma

~ ‘economy assoc1ated\a%‘f«the open fleld system of cultlvabion.

'fegulatlons acted as an addltlonal external force

;

to dlscourage the,w olesale transference of the Manltoba-type settle- A

o The government

-

",/\! B ‘ 4_'0

-
o



ments'With the'associated.open field system;’ An Orderain;council of’

",of the v1llage system as a technlque of occupw1ng the land.z,'It

May 6 1885, prohlblted the establlshment of any more v1llages in the

'.West ReserYe 1n Manltoba. ThlS move was apparently'unnecessary as

¥ e
forces from w1thin the Mennonlte group were encouraglng abandonment

i 0

"should be noted, hoWever, that the settlement technlque belng abandoned

~ was the open fleld system and not the concept of a v1llage or hamlet ,

-type of settlement 1n 1tself.

that form of. settlement. It is 1mpdssible to measure the effect of the

/

The dlsallowance of the establlshment of new v1llages in Manltoba

) undoubtedly had the effect of encouraglng prOgre351velyhm1nded Mennonlte

' farmers to take up ‘residence on thelr own quarter—sectlon homesteads.‘

-

Many of these farders, or their sons, were xncluded in the groupsv

 moving into the ‘Rosthern Reserve alhost ten years later, and in all

llkellhood, would not settle in a v1llage after hav1ng once abandoned

government action on Mennon;te attitudes toward the ch01ce of settle—

ment types but 1t can be. safely assumed that the leglslatlon would

4

| have 1ncreased the trend to the 1nd1v1dual dlspersed settlement pattern.

An alternatlve optlon to the 1nd1v1dual or dlspersed settlement
pattern.was contalned 1n the "Hamlet Clause" of the Dominlons Land
Act. The Hamlet Clause allowed for the establlshment of v1llages or
hamlets by a group of at least twenty famllles of 1ntend1ng settlers
upon the presentatlon of a petltlon to that effect to the Minlster of

Tl

the Interlor.

ThlS Clause 37 of the Dominion Lands Act %18 actually the :Jufs

for the village settlements ff the Saskatchewan Reserves._ It

| mentloned earller that most of the agglomerated settlements established

130



'h by the Mennonltes 1n the Easkatchewan Reserves shared a common goal
'fiat the tlme of 1n1t1al settlement whlch was growth to twenty or more

famllles and thus OfflCIal status as a hamlét. Those that-achleved

o that goal and petltloned the government are. termed "organlzed v1llages" . ”;',

: whlle those that dld not are termed "unorganlzed v1llages" The |
'lfour-corner hamlets constitute essentlally a separate category. -In

 some of them, the plan was to become a v1llage as. settlement 1ncreased,

’whlle in other of these clustered settlements, there was no such

.asplratlon.

leen that the prlmary purpose of the Mennonlte v1llage settle— -

)

'p,ments was to preserve a soc1al env1ronment sultable for thg preservatlon
. Y . L
» of the ‘Mennonite rellglon, one measure of the success achleved can'be
made by examining the surv1val rate of the orlganal v1llages. In the .

’ Rosthern Reserve, only seVen of the original thlrty-two p0381ble

v1llage 31tes have developed and malntalned the strassendorf plan. lln
'.the Sw1ft Current Reserve, the situatlon is only scarcely brlghter. o
;,f Of the twenty-one orlglnal v1llage p0331b111t1es, only elght ‘have
| developed and malntalned the/orlglnal strassendorf form._ There are a
number of reasons for the dlsappearance or fallure of the Mennonite .
- v1llages that are general in. nature, apply1ng to all of the v1llages.l+
‘ Accordlng to the Hamlet Clause, each vlllage requlred a msnlmum |
,number of members. In most vlllages, only a fractlon of the requlred“s
number actually arrived to. choose the~v1llage locatlon in the inltialv"
settlement perlod. The vlllage, or rather the 1n1tial cluster of |
.farmsteads, was named, and as. ‘the numbers 1ncreased, the village form--‘hlt
Bas laid out. It was’ hoped that new arrivals over the course of time”*hl
| 1-would make up"the number requlred by the: gozernment to exempt the |

e



s ReServe. As thls practlse was short—lived and as 1t 1s uncertaln |

Vo S i . . P ", . . X Ty
< B

4{iAvlllagers from the resldence requlrements of the Domlnion Lands Act.

;:,In many cases, bhis dld not, occur’and the v1llage 51te was abandoned

'.saltogether5 or the 51te failed to become what was earller termed an o
:v”forganlzed v111age. | ) ‘ ' |

The abandonment of farmsteads 1n the v1llages over t1me resulted

b~1n the dlsappearance of some potentlal v1llages.‘ Thlsvoccurrence had‘-

.llttle effect on the organ;zed v1llages as the out—movement of the

.a;ilnd1v1dual farmer usually left an empty‘lot whlch could be absorbed

'\t-by one . of the remalnlng farmers or occupaed by a new v1llager. ;In

S o :
' _jthe case of the unorganlzed v1llages, the out—movement of 1nd1v1dual o

‘farmers usually had the effect of obscurlng the strassendorf plan and

. ;_generally 1ncreas1ng the’ dlstance between houses 1n4the v1llage street.
5-,-In some cases, thls process left only one or two farmer» in a v1llage

This latter process 1s just now nearlng completlon in the former

unorganlzed vlllage of Rosengart in the Sw1ft Current Reserve. The ;

:one remalnlng farmer has, Just thls last year,¢

'v__lremalnlng farmsteads and the connectedlhduse—and—barn structures w1ll

"vibe torn down. The end result W1ll, w1theut doubt be a 31ngle farm-

, stead on'a former vlllage site. Therefdre, the v1llage form Wlll ’

"rdlsappear as 1t has in other cases. The village Htame has already , g

3

: 7begun to fall 1nto dlsuse in favour of the farmer's name.

»

stly, some . of the organlzed vlllages were SubJect to stress at o

:the tlme of . the abandonment pf’the open field system in the Rosthern .

N

- how many v;llages actually practlsed the open ra eld system of cultivation

:fllttle more can be sald as to- the results on village survmwal L

11

To thls poxnt, only small scale or indivldual out-movements have i

A . N el 12

e ) , v"}."‘" ) . PR

”:;chased the other two '



1 .aspect of wn.llage __llfe, or from a desire to relocate in a d:.fférent area. .

= been discussed. 'l'hese usually resulted from dlssatlsfaction with some
: -"Out-movements of the.'type described above seldom resulte‘d in a rapld

B a relativély l&?ge scale out—movement took place resultlng in drastic

o changes 1n the settlements of both reserve\\s, because of the loss of the '

] conservative element and thus the loss of a good deal of support for thel

L traditlonal settlement form. The \t—movement resulted from a dJ.sa- :

\\

' greement between the Westem Canad:.an Mennonites and the respectn.ve »

N uage m the educatlon of }mmmmmffected—

' although the latter are of prlmary concem here."

_ 'the Mam.toba Reserves as well as ‘the two reserves n.n Saskatchewan,

6

The settlements in Saskatchewan wex‘e establ:.shed when the area was

: still under federal jurlsdictlon (Saskatchewan became a prov:mce :Ln '

3

1905) (me result of this circumstance was that the Mennonltes were

: able to establn.sh their own type of educatlon system under an agreement

kY

L made between their predecessors in. Manitoba and the federal govemment

in 1872. The Mennom.te educatlon system cens:.sted of a prlvate school

m each of the villages, run by the v1llagers themselves.\S In 191 5,‘ere

n,p |

_'_'were seventeen such . schools in the Rosthem °Reserve and fii‘teen 1n ‘the’

" ‘.'_»"’SWJ.ft Current Resex've.7 ’fhese pr:wa’ge schqols offered basic reach.ng*,

t

‘writ:.ng, and arithmetic, as we]l as a generous measure of Mennonite

" rellgious pm.nc:.ples, to the Mennonlte chlldren of the reserves. A1l oi‘

?

o the education Was'carr:.ed out in Hoch Deutsch or HJ.gh German

.‘o" >

b ) Prév.l.ous to the events :Ln Saskatchewan, the Manitoba govemment

,_o

passed ‘the Public Schools Act whlch required the private schools of

. /

f‘abandonmenta, /5 part cular village. \However, dur:ng the early 1920'3, -

. provmcial govemmmts over the questlon of the use. of the German lang— :



that province, includ:mg those in’ the Mennonite Reserves, to meet i
: ertain standards set by the prov:nc::.al authorities. Schools failing
wor rems:.ng to meet the requirements were to be taken over by the
prov:.nce as public schools. The conservative Mennom.tes in Manitoha ; 'i
o saw th:.s legislation as an attack on their cultu.re as it requ:Lred that
o English be the main languAge of mstruction. The Mennorntes considered
the German language essent:l.al to the survlval of thé Mennonite
““—relngmn“and culture—*’l'he- ﬂ:oss—of rt would -mean an enereachment by
"worldly" aspiratione and loss of group solidarity., The eventual
outcome of thls clash between the ccmservatlve Mennonites and the .b
prov:tncial authority:,was a mass. mlgratlon of Mennonites to. Mexico. :
Nearlyall the seven thousand m:.grants came from Man:.toba and - Saskat- i-_ '
chewan, whose total Mennonite population was 11,839 in 1921. |
T The course of events was nearly :Ldentical in Saskatchewan.' The
Old Colony and Sommerfeld Mennonltes in Saskatchewan thought that loss
) of the German language could not be tolerated. 11_1,,. Saskatchewan, the |
conservat:we Mennonites countered the publlc school system of the o
: prov:.nce by refu,sing to send their ch:.ldren to the public schools.
*The Saskatc’newan government duplicated the move by the Manitoba 3 st
: govemment and passed the Public School Attendance Act in 1916, which

reaned that school age children attend the public school, or their

- e

respective parents would face fn.nes and poss:.ble imprisomnmt. o
The opposmtion to the Saskatchewan legislatiou was confined to .

the conservative Mennonltes or those loosely termed "Old Co]ony" ‘ |

-. Mennom.tes. Geographically, this opposition was centered in the - T

v:.llages of the Rosthern and sm?t Current Reserves. Th:\.s situatton RERN

' was paralleled in Manitoba where the conservative Old Colony and



Sommerfelder re31sted, whlle the "reformedﬂ sects like the Bergthal
5 generally favoured acceptance of the public schools. m'v

A contemporary report from Saskatchewan xnd;;ates that the o

T educatlonal standards 1n the colonles were 1nadequate, buildings were :“fﬁf ‘

;ounsanitary, poorly ventllated, and generally poorly eqplpped to o

_ educate chlldren. The teacher was poorly tralned and of questlonable '

capablllty to admlnlster the meager educatlonal fare offered by the

Mennonlte prlvate schools.8 |
B ThlS assessment was shared by some members Sf the dlssentlng
T Mennonlte groups.‘ Often it was agreed ‘that chlldren could obtain
| better rnstructlon at the publlc school as opposed tﬂ’ﬁhe private
' school. The publlc school offered a quallfled teacher and a more i

demandlng currlculum whlle the teacher in the prlvate school,could

: usually teach only what he hlmself had acqulred at the private school.» :

The problem faced by the government ‘was’ to standardlze teacher .
1'qua11f1catlons and educatlonal 1nstruction in the Englléh language.
“On the other hand the Mennonltes v1ewed the problem from -a very

different perspective. The opp081tlon from the Mennonltes was based

on loss of the German language rather than opp031t10n to the hlgher

andard of educatlon offered by g8

t e problem was expressed by E. ) Oliver assfollows:v
v"The problem that COnfronts us is’ ‘one . that
involves almost the dearest possess1on of a

~-man's 11fe, his language; and, I fear, the

. question is not- entlrely free from religlous
assoclatlons... ' -

The fanal outcome of this dlsagreement‘between the government and -

the conservative Mennonﬂt@% 6f Manltoba and Saskatchewan was a repeti—
tlon of the evéhts whlch forced the first Mennonltes out of Rnssia-,_

©

publlc school. -The gravity Of__f-

SN



- r,. ,

: the f:mes. :

As in the past when the Mennom.tes had been faced w:.th an unbearable

) s:.tuatlon, they revived the age-old solutlon of mlgratlon to a new

' ’1and. Several p0331b111ties wer/e explored mclud:.ng the prov:mce of

and Mexico. Fuxther mvest:.gation proved nthat the Mex:.ca.n government

: wou.ld be m].ling to grant the necessa.ry concess:t.ons. Thus Mennonites 4

~ the 1920'3 in order to save: thelr language and rellglon. '

The Mennonltes concerned nn th:Ls mlgratlon were led by Bn.shop

W:Lenz of the vn.JJ.age of Neuanlage in the Rosthern Reserve, and Blshop

o W:.ebe of the nllage of Spr:mgfeld 1n the Smft Current Reserve.

Def:Lance of the leg;leatlon by these ‘men and thelr congregatlons led

“to émes and mprlsonment. 'By Apr:.l of 1918 fifty prosecutlons had

been 1ev1ed in the Rosthern Reserve. Another fourteen persons were

prosecuted on May 30, electmg a prlsOn term rather than subm:.t to

10

The situatlon :\.non‘the Sw1ft Current Reserve was much the. same as”

~

‘that descrlbed above. The conservatlve Mennonltes con51dered th%-

selves martyrs i‘or the:_r cause and would rather endure the pun:l.shment

~ >

than abandon the:Lr pr:.vate schools and the German language." The
"result of thls act:.on was corit:.nued fines. There are n.solated caSes
- .where ‘the cont:.nued fines mpoverlshed the d:\.ss:.dent farmers who .

",were eventual.‘l;;r forced to serve Ja:Ll sentences. c e

As mentloned prenously, the decis:Lon - Was made to mlgrate to

"Mexico. The mlt:Lal movements occurred in 1922. On March 9, two

hundred and f:Lfty pe0ple in twenty-—three frelght cars and four

‘, passenger cars 1ef't on a special train from the Rosthern area, while a-

N

e Q.lebec, the sOuthern Um.ted States various countr:.es in South America,v -

’.-from Manltoba and Saskatchewa.n moved to North Central Mexico th.roughout'. -

3



B '\

week later, three hundred more lei‘t on a speclal tram from Ha e, '

both tralns headmg for land n.n the prov:mce oi' Cha.huahua in Mex:u:o.11

\

Ch March 9, 1922 a group of four hundred left Sm.ft Current, .

followed on March 22 by a group of two hundred more dlsgruntled

| -Mermom.tes. The. movement contmued, and on November 17, 1922 four
_ -hund.red left from the v11.lages south of Swift Cu.rrent wh:.le on December _ |

<12, 1922 a group of two hu.ndred of more progress:.ve Mennonltes left

:from the -Herbem area. The sprlng of. 1923 saw more Mennon:l.tes ready:.ng
;i‘or the move to Menco. Subsequent movements contmued untll the late
v1920's and sporad:Lc group colonlzatlon efforts cont:Lnued to World War "

ir,- an.med at varlous countrles of South and- Central Merlca. |

The. movement of Mennonltes out of the two reserves :.n Saskatchewan L

" '~Hfresulted in a major dlsruptlon in the settlement plan. A rn.ft occurred

" jbetween the conservatlve Mennonltes w:LllJ.ng to mlgrate and those who

E vere =set on stay-mg Saskatchewan. The group mtent on mlgratlon

TN

rellglous pr:.nc:.ples to retam the:Lr i‘arms in Saskatchewan.

e
T

'looked with dlsapproval on those who we\re w1ll:.ng to comprom:LSe thelr kE -

~

‘ K
The perlod preceed:ng the clash over. the Publlc Schools Attendance

Act was con81dered by Memnonites who lived througl; the perlod as the

' "golden age" -of the Saskatchewan settlements. The Reserves were fu.'lly

occupled, the fa.rmers had become well-establlshed, and the v:Jlage

‘ "comrmm1t1es vfere at the zenlth of the:Lr developnent. Accordmg to -

accounts of contemporarles, one can picture neat well-treed v:.llage :

streets llned w1th substantlal connected house-and-bam u.nlts.lz_ The

Mennom.tes of the organlzed villages enjoyed a we]l—established co~ -

operatlve soc1al structure unt:.l the mlgratlon d.mﬂrupted the situation. :

Of the seven thousand Men#onlte emlgrants to Mex:Lco before World »L



° MWar II, all but a few hundred were £rom Canada. -Some.Mennonites-were
from the two Saskatchewan Reserves, but the nmjorlty were from the more
:populous Manltoba settlements. Many of the nngrants left]as part of large

:1groups as 1nd1cated prev1ously, but-there were smaller groups as well,

"as some Mennonltes banded together 1n groups |of only two or. three familles

and made thelr way to the new "promlsed land+ in Mexlco by automob;ie or
‘truck taklng only those posse3510ns they éopld carry w1th them.

It is estlmated that over half of the ‘pulatlon of each of the
larger v1llages left the Saskatchewan ReserVrs for Mex1co.» One must
remember that for the most part these were Lhe most conservatlve of the
Mennonltes and thus objected more strongly o3 the potentlal loss of the

13

'German language schools. It is by way of this reasoning that one can

- accept the assumptlon that the "vlllage Menno 1tes" would have. been in

s

~

the front ranks of those mov1ng to Mexlco., Thus the loss of the conser—_”'

vatlve factlon represented a loss of support fdr the v1llage way of llfe.

. The effect of thls mlgratlon on the,u;llag% structure 1s difflcult

o TMeasure for two reasons. The first is’becaus% of the 1nf1ux of new }:'

emigrants from the Mennonlte settlements in the U\S .S.R. after the _"

‘Ru531an Revolutlon durlng the m1d—1920's. The second is because the

t?Me onlte remalnlng were for the most part respon31ble for the purchase
1{

- of cated by the mlgratlng Mennonltes. These two factors tended to

1,reduce the 1mpact and\Vmsual effect of tﬁe out—movement from the v1llages.m

The dlsappearance of the village of Schoenweise 1n the Sw1ft
X‘ 7

-:‘ ‘Current Reserve is. dlrectly attrlbuted to the 1920 mlgratlon, as’ all

~the re51dents left Canada. The‘v1llage of Hoch eld.ln the Rosthern_’x'
wReserve was once ‘the home of more than four hundred persons°' it nowu

;contalns two farmsteads and no rec0gn1zeable v1llage plan or v1llage
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orgam.zation. . The disappearance of th:Ls village and the reduct:.on in
o smze of the other major v:Lllages in both riserves d‘.s attrlbuted/to |
v'the mt—m:.gratlon of the 1920'3.@ ' R
Gencrally, the form of the orgam.zed vn.llages tended to surv:we 3

v'better than in’ the unorgan:.zed v:.llages. The organlzed v:Lllages were -

'.better able to deal with the loss of. populat:Lon because the vacated P 2 -

B v

' lot could rema:ua empt:,r untfl such a time as a su:t.table resident was
- found.l_l"' In the unorganlzed vﬂlage, once the nllage lot or farm— L
L | stead wats sold, it generally meant the formation of a 8ap in the
v:llage pian, especlally whem the purchaser decided not to relocate S {?" [
| _hls own l;{g,tﬁnstead 1n the vacant lot. -The four-corner hamlets suffered 7&.“
f,the .same ﬁate. . Reductlon ‘of populatlon in these two latter se,,ttlement
‘forms, J.f extens:.ve resulted 1n the obscu.rn.ng of the org._smal settle—
ment plan, and in: the extreme case, the 1o0ss of the locat:lon and name -
,‘of the former settlement. '-_ o ' i e
The most recent change occurrn.ng in the Mennonlte villages | ‘
_ ‘concerns the. organ:.zed v:.llages and thelr assoc:.ated common. pastures., .
lr - "As has been prenously hoted, the inhabltants did not enjoy legal
title to the1r share of the village land, but mstead held an mterest,
- for an unspec:_fn.ed area of the nllage land, in conjunctlon w1th thelr ,
B v'_-fe]low vn.llagers.. ThlS :Lnterest allowed them to live on a certa‘i.n-
: .sized plot of land, and allowed them a. certa:.n share in the common ,
'pasture. S:mce the mid—l%O's, there has. been a movement by these .
‘villagers %o seek legal tltle,*to th’:zr@hare of the nllage land. _
| b.'-As a result of this des:Lre, the orgam.Zed nllages and the:.r assoclated
rE .

o common pastures are being surveyed and d:wided mto areas representatlvs

""-;of the mdlvidual's share or m&erest in the v:.llage. As a result

~ . ‘A:.._ N . . o N ERUEN ', . . . n - - . Cd



T

“each v:Lllager receives a legal descriptlon and/a legal tit@ to his -

v,landmthevillage. : - _ :
Thls change m landhold:mg procedure is: qulte exbens:l.ve, as there

’ are only two villages, Neuan,lage in ‘the Rosthem Reserve and Chortltz

Cin the Sw1ft Curre&b Reservg, operat:v.ng under thelr orlgmal agreements

o .(see Append:.x 5_) These v:Lllages are consldering legal subdiv:.sion o

.- of thelr land, too. The resultant subch 1ons form unusua.l pattems

- on the Saskatchewan 1andscape, not unl:.ke the French .and Metis 1ong

- /

1ot settlements. The v:.llage of Blumenort is perhaps the most unusual S

_m that the lots radlate from the h.near v:_llage streets (see Flgure .-‘,

 The plans of these hamlets are: reg:l.stered w1th the Land Titles
Off‘:Lce as "town plans" of thelr respectlve v:\.llages. In thls manner,
,the Mennonlte vlllager recelves legal recognltlon of hJ.s ownership of
: _A_fthe land he occuples mthout dlsruptmg the basn.c strassendorf form

. of the v111age.

There is ln.ttle doubt that. the change descrlbed above w1ll add

a degree of permanence to t.he organlzed v:x.llages. The villages seldom .

'have any commerclal functlon, and are sn.mply fam—operator v1llages. :

-In most cabes, the v.Lllage assembly com'.mues to meet 4o decide on

c

the ma:.ntenance of the v:Lllage mfrastructure,. Perhaps indn.cat.:we A
| of the future is the cons1deratlon by the village of Schoanfel;l to

: ::gadd street 11ghts and a hard surface to thelr vfllage street.

3 CONCLUSICN " o e -
N . . _"‘. 'Iv:. L‘ N

‘I'he Mmmonltes who m:.grated to Canada in 1872 are an ethmc group |

"ivof cons:.derable mterest to t.he geographer._ Thls study has focused in

r
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particular on the characteristﬁﬁ arrangement of the Mennonite‘s :

- Y

liv1ng Space.' One can qualify/thls objective, excluding all ‘but one
e‘lement of the larger Mennonite gﬂmp. The group of interest was:
described earlier as the conervatlve element of the Mennonites,

" represented by\the 01d Colon?’ (Furstenland’) and Sommerfeld church‘

groups. . e o . /

’

~ From their origin in the Low Countries of Northeast Europe, ‘the - -

’Mennonltes migrated en mas e to the steppes of Southern Russia where

theotradltlonal llnear co 1 settlements were re—created. Subse—

‘ quent changes occurred i n
the Ru551an Colonlal Law and to0 a lesser degree, because of other ;'
~ factors in the Ru531an -andscape. | ‘

Subsequent migrati n to Canada resulted in the establlshment of

the same settlement form 1n southern Manitoba. The phy51cal env1ron- '

ment . of southern Manitoba proved.31milar in many ways to the southern .;

Ru351an iandscape and as the Mennonltes were, w1lllng to live as they
~'had in Rus51a they re—created the strassendorf v1llage and open fleld
economy.‘v . : i f |

The-system, as it was transferred from Ru551a, was: 1ncapab1e of
adjustlng to or competlng w1th the commerc1al grain economw encountered

"_'in Canada by the Mennonites.' This 1ncapab111ty‘ult1mately resulted

in the-destructioz . the open field economw and the majorlty of the’

strassendorf V_._agGS.
Expan51on of the populations 1n the orlglnal colonies An the ‘
| Manltoba Reserves resulted in the formation of the Rosthern and SW1ft
@Qurrent Reserves in Saskatchewan in 189A and 1906 respectixply. An
'_ attempt was made 1n.the Rosthern Reserve to re—create tha ‘open field

[ S

.

this settlement form due to the 1nfluence of>'

3fing
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maintalned in what was- termed the organized ‘villagee

h change was effected to|

v v . - 7 . [ e co

strassendorf villages that were failing in the Manitdba Reserves.

During the transfer of the settlement system to Saskatchewan, a ”

ensure surv1val of t village form.. The'_

v1llage land was purchased by a group of. M onites whOrthen deeded .

the land to a representative of the . group or to the respective church, f;_l
rather than leav1ng it to 1nd1vidual ownership. Subsequent establish—.

ment of the Sw1ft Current Rpserve saw no - attempt to use the open field

. system, but the group or church ownership of the village land was

ix

The re-establishment of a particular form and the changes observed

N were the result of a number of factors. One was the federal govern- »"'

ment restrictlons on the formation QI viliages, as: expressed in Clause

T

37 of the Domlnioﬁ Lands Act. Second was a desire on the part of the

Mennonites to preserve an 1nterest1ng and conveﬂfént way of life,‘
which resulted:in the change in the method of land ownership.
was the desire to live in close proximlty to one's pioneer neighbours
~and thus to benefit from the social 1mplicat10ns of the 81tuation. '

The latter two aims were supported through the establishment by

the Mennonites, of the unorganized v1llage and the four—corner hamlet. |

These two settlement forms were the result of & de81re for convenience

" in the establishment of the_infra-structure and, themggovision of

.

community serVices.,

In establishing the villages of the Sas:*.chewan Reserves,fthbw .

Mennonites built in the traditional style;“g ;ekconnected:house—snd;;;;7t;;

barn was 1nit1ally constructed of logs and thatch 1n the Rosthern ;@ﬁf;fujédp{f
Reserve, and of sawn lumber and frame construction in the Swift Current 3h

' ‘."0.
Reserve. An 1ncrease 1n affluence and a de81re to increase Sanitatiqn i’; S

o
AN ' 3
. A
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, resulted in the separation o.f house and bam by a passageway and

| eventually total Separation of house and bam

F‘inallyr one can conclude that the traditional M te settle— ;

ment pattemf and house form transterﬁ‘l from Rmsia to Manitoba ‘

“ could not surv:}ve the strongly competitive and expans:.onistic conmer- "

cial grain 1ndustry encountered on the Canadian Prairies. This proved
‘? the case in the Hanitoba Reaerves and again in the Rosthem Reserve.

By the ti,me the Swift Curren}t Reserve was established there was no -

longer any attempt made to re-:-establish the traditional semi-comnunal :

yillage and open field system. . _
' Subsequent modiflcatlons in landholding methods resulted in
survival of the linear village form,. although the functlons are not |
\the same aa the original Manitoba nllages. The survival rate of - |
Mennonite vil_lages in the Saskatchewan Reserves is higher than that
» of tﬁe villages of the ‘*mother colony in Manitoba. This is attributable
L to the change in landhdiding. The“‘most recent trend observed in the k

\

organized village,,é can only have a posn.twe effect on the survival of

the remnant of a medieval settlement form. Rural depopulation and

- farm size ekpansion w111 no doubt also play an important role :Ln the '

/' By PR / »“‘

v:.llage slimval but on],y the passage oi‘ time will determine their

effeot’ gn “the new nllage organization. ;

.; &‘1
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o Based or¥” 1nterv:ewe conducted during the course oﬂ £ie1d

_research. & dollection of some of these tapes are held by. the%:

R _ John Warkentxn, "Mennonlte Agric tural Settlements of
Southern Mhnltoba," Geographlc Rev1ew XL (1959), Pe 361.

3'i‘he Rev1sed Statutes of Canada. Volume 1 "The mlnion

Lands‘Act " Ve c 17, s..1, part., Chapter Sk, Clqus 37, pe. 829,A

bDurlng the course of the field research for th;s study,.

) attempt was made to locate as mény of ‘the orlglnal village -sites in”
_both Reserves as was possible., It was found that in: the Rosthemn
Reserve, there were thlrty-one -village:sites, the names “of which are"

“listed below. -All but two 6f the settlements bear namgs that are - 5-_?,v

~ clearly of Mennonite orlgln. ‘The settlements of. Lake Park and New

.  Home are dnomalies and may in fact be . the Engllsh equivalents of =

. former Mennonite names. . A& total of sixteenof the Rosthem v1llage
-sites could be located while fifteen could not. A small number of

\
"-4
Q
!

r-pthe names of these latter villages still appear on the maps as school"

‘locations, ‘but were appargutly once names of groups of farmers. - R
Located. Rosthem: Villages- Unlocated Rosthern Vlllages': :
- 1. Gruenfeld « . . -~ . 1. Steinreich =~ L
»2.,/Schoenweise .+ s 7 -2 Lake Park
3+ Gruenthal . - R S ‘Eﬁlnburg
ho Rheinland .~ - © Lo Schmitsburg =~ .
.+ '5, Newho¥st .. .7 5, Silberfeld o
.- . 6. Blumenthal - - . 6, Halbstatt .
: 7. - Hochstadt . .+ - 7. Schoenthal .
.8+ Neuanlage * ™~ . 8. Blumenfeld = -
- 9. Blumenhiem - - - . . .9, -Elumenort ..
10. Chortitz oL 10. Hoffnungsort
11, Kronstal o © .11, Steinbach
12, 'Rosenfeld . . - - ' 12, New Home
13,4 Osterwich * . R 13,{,Neuhoffnung
14. Hochfeldd . - - ' 1k, “Rosengart - -
15, Olgafeld ‘ S f15ﬁf§RoSenbach;' s

16, Rhelnfeld < 7j;{ L

5As the. potentlal v1llage 51tes were abandoned, the’ name_
fell into disuse. ¢ Furthermore, this process is stlll occurrlng as
the v1llage 51tes Aare ebandoned. _ :

I
K i
S
R
::_{.':
i

_.f”Saskatchewan ‘Archives Board, under the "Towards. & New Past" Program, :%’ k
-_‘Saskatchewan Archlves, Reglna, Saskatchewan. o

'-I:_ P



1915, ;

»

6E. K. Francis, "Manltoba School Problem in Manitoba - 187h~ '

© . -1919," ” Mepnonite’ Cparterly Rev1ew, XXVII, 3 (1953),. p- 210-, :

| Thdmind H. Oliver, "The Country School in Noi-English
- Speak;ng Commmities in Saskatchewan," an address delivered before S
- the Saskatchewan Publmc Educatlon League in Reglna on September 22,

Ibid,, pp. 7 -,9., o .gj.\e<’f,_ "'. f‘f;j. R "14

v

e .;;i 10 A

Sw1ft Current Sun, March 9, 1922. N

-

. 12“The Mennonlte v1llages are a- 1cture of delight and
p
abundance of foliage, and fruit blossoms, for the Mennochites are.

' - very successful at growing such small fruits as cherries and -currants.

" Their- flower gardens are very promising, but it is yet too. early for
- them .to. make much of a ‘vegetable showing as they sow their garden .
seeds late. - A drive through the villages from now on through‘the
“summer will be a panorama of exeellent gardens and healthy and rather
- good-looking children.". Sw1ft Current Sun, June 22, 1922. Y

4

13Based on dlscu581ons with Mennonltes who ilved through the h

' tperlod in questlon, and are now re31dent 1n surv1v1ng villages. 2

—

hAny new re31dent of an organlzed v1llage had to be approved
by the v1llage assembly before he could take up re51dence within .

:”‘ the v1llage.:

-

~

Re&mw May30 1913. T

L'

v
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formed the ba31s of Mennonlte se tlement 1n the Ukralne. Furthermore,.p,

: the flrst, Sthh, and elghth arti les were repeated 1n subsequent

"submissions by mlgratlng Mennonltes to the natlonal governments of

thelr host countrles. . ’ >_ ﬁ“l : “[ o R e

1.
2e

. 5,

e

5e

-

Freedom of reIiglon and exemptlon from taklng oath.
A homestead of . 65 "de351at1nes" per famlly (a dessiatine=
2.7 acres) _ , _

Freedom of enterprlse. ' S ! S

Spec1al rlghts to manufacture beer, v1negar, and brandy. '\'

A*monopoly of the retall trade 1n alcohollc beverages )

W1th1n the colonles.

6e
Te-

8.

ca

‘Perpetual exemptlon from military. and 01v11 serv1ce.

Exemption from the eﬁtended quartering of soldiers and from:
the corvee- the duty to. keep brldges and roads in- repalr

Full rlghts in property, rlght to 1mplementatlon of own

- inheritance regulatlons and management of the estates of

9o

104,
o above pr1v1leges.

orphans. R . ' ' )
Ten %o flfteen years free: from taxee, after sebtiement.

Orders to all levels of government to respect and\honor the

. Sawatzky, He. They Sought a.'_

T8
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§
Mennonite POpﬁlaticn> _ _ . - -
of Canada = R R
v ___.19Z S R L. //"//“» -
A T Census of Canada, 1971 . ’ ///’7 A
TOTAL.....’-.-‘......%..u....'.‘..‘..'.-;1;68,155
‘ Néwfoundiand - e AS' - ; fﬁ:‘,-f
Prince Edward Island 15 RE S e
Nova Scotia S ‘ "9 :
o ' New Brunswick o 90
- - Quebec . - . 655
e - Ontario o 10,115 -
kg” 1" Manitoba. . : 59,555 - o
. Saskatchiewan . 26,315 -
S Alberta ' 14,645
British Columbla : , 26,520
Yukon - - - : 55
-Northwest , :
Territories _ B 45
‘ © 168,150
? The discrepanicy between the value for Canada in -

-the following table and in the above can be explained -
by the difference ‘between actual church membershlp
: and those con51der1ng themselves Mennonltes..“

v
"
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World Mennonite Membershlp as of 1958
i‘rom the Mennonite Yearbook and D:Lrectory for 1959

\3

'..Ellrope‘.".............Q... ............'.......‘..........95 761+ )
. Russia - _ S 4O ,000% : :
‘Holland - o o _39,000
Gemamy. . - zew.
~ France = - .. .+ - 2,00 ¢ ‘
"Switzeérland. oo o 1,900 o '
Sicily = . . : 90
Luxembourg : . ¢
~ Belgium R 2 o
Austria - o » 12 S
: - ' 95,76h : .

8] “ . . . L -
Y H

) North Amerlcao-ocooooocooolooo.oooooctoooooaooo-o-.o..oooozzo 272' -
United States = . 159,445 .

Canada | : o 52,987

Mexico - : 7 ,3h8_

Honduras - : S SR 0 B
Puerto. Rico s - 365 : N
Jamaica - ; BRI S R RV

Cuba o RIS -
' R : o 219 771~ s
A51a¢-cndo.-.oooonoooocooo-oo.ooooco.,o.otooooooao-coocaonoBé 013 \( "L_:_ _om

fndia . 28,08 . 0
China . T ———— i L,000% o
Java - S T 3,343
Japan ‘ SR B 9
Formosa S : o .90

B0 §~7

Afrlca‘..'............‘..l'......'..‘..........Ol.........I27 809
- Belgian Congo .=~ 7 S5 26,000 0 w
Tanganyika I L 1,632 - .

! " g} ’ . . : ; : 27,809 , . . . .J,

a South America....-......o..................................10 639
Paraguay : e 6,189 v
Uruguay = 1 768 L '
Brazil - - 1, 632; ' ' co
~Argentina R 738 ERRE R
Colombia ~ . . . oo o bl
CBolivia . 12 IR R
£ ‘

-- Total Werd Mennonlte MemberShlp..oouoouuoc-..%30.00...0-0390 h97
‘In01udlng Chlldren ln the Total Membershfp..-.........‘...523,000*

. . . - L p"‘/ .

%'
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'DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE S o
: o : Ottawa, 25th July, 1873
Gentlemen: - , o ' § ' :
I have the honour, under the instruction of the Hon, the Minister
of Agriculture, to state to you in reply to your letter of this day's .
_ /date the following facts relating to advantages offered to settlers,
- and to the immmities offered to Mennonites which are established by
~ Statute Law and by orders of his Excellency the Governor-General-in-
‘Council for the information of Getrman nnonites having intention to
emigrate to Canada via Hamburg, : e ,
- 1. An entire tion from military service is by law and Order- -
in—Council grantgd to the Denomination of Christians called Mennonites.
_ 2. An Ordér-in-Council was passed on the 3rd March last to
reserve eight townships in the Province of Manitoba for “free grants
won the condition of settlement.'as provided in the Dominion Lands Act,
that is to say, "Any person who is head of a family or has obtained
the age,of‘21fyears‘shall-be'entitled to be entered for % section or
a less quantity of unappropriated Dominion lands, for a purpose of
securing a homestead right in respect thereof.® . - - .- o
, 3e The said reserve of eight townships is. fer the exclusive
.. -use of the Mennonites, and the said free grants of 4 section to

‘consist of 160.acres: eafh, as- defined by the act. -
'+ he Should the Menndujte Settlement extend beyond the eight -
~ townships set aside by the\Order-in-Council of March 3rd last, other’
~townships will be in the sgme way reserved to meet-the full require~
ments of Mennonite immigration. . - : SRR .
5. If next spring the Mepnonite settleps on viewing the eight: -
.. townships set aside for their use. should decide to exchange them for - .
, any-other unoccupied eight townships, such exchange will be allowed. -
-, 6s In addition to the free grant of 4 section-or 160 acres to
' every person over 21 years of age€ on.the condition of settlemefit the
- right to purchase the remaining 3/ of .the section at $1.00 per acre -
" © 1s granted by law so as to complete the whole section of 640 acres '
- vhich is the largest-quantity. of 1land the Government will grant & »
. 'patent for to ane person, I R IR :
7.~ 7. The settler will receivé a patent for a free grant after
. three years residence in accordance with the terms of the Dominion

>

- .."Lands Act.. -7 P - o s
7. . 8, " In event of the death of the settler, the lawful heirs can'
.. claim the patent for the fres.grant upon proof that séttlement Auties
- for three years have: been performed. oL
" .. 9. From the.moment of oqcupation‘the'settler\acquires a "home-
.+ . stead right? in the land. .  ° I
© 104 ‘The fullest privilege of. exercising their religioys pran-
ciples is by law afforded to the Mennonites without| any kind of
t molestation or restriction whatever, and the same privilege extends
~ . to the education of their children in schools, R : v
.11, "The privilege of affirming instead of making affidavits is’
- afforded by law. ., . b Lt e
.12, 'The Government of Canada will undertake to-furnish passenger
. Warrants ‘from Hamburg to -Fort.Garry for Mennonite families of good



£

e P
-+« characters for the sum>of '$30.00; for adult persons over the age of
. ¢ .’eight yedrs, for persons under. eight years half price or $15.00 and
v ‘ for infants under one year, $3.00, = .
P '13. | The minister specially authorizes me to state that this
- .- arrangement as to price shall not be changed for the seasons of
1874, 1875, or 1876, . - o o ; '

lh. ' I am further to state that if it is changed thereafter the -
Price shall not up to the fyea‘;‘_1882.exceeq-_$ho.’00 per adult and -
children in proportion, subject to the approval of Parlighent. .
15. - The immigrants will be ‘provided with provisions on the e
.. portion of .the journey between Liverpovol and Collingwood but between
- . other portions of the journey théy are to find their own provisions.
o | e I have the honour to be,
- Gentlemen, - T
Youriobedient servant, s
- (8Sgd.) John Lowe
) N _ - Secretary, Department of
P B A ., Agriculture ’
~ Messrs. David Klassen
o Jacob Peters.
//! ~ Heinrich Wiebe
I
I'4

Cornelius Toews

Mennonite Delegatés from Southern ‘Russia
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t} y : = R | Raf ”‘mmm""n o _.: ,
EX'I'RAC'I' from a Report of ey Comxmttee of the
- Honoumble the Privy Loumml approved- by HIS

o Fxcellency on the 23r¢ Jijlgary, 1895,

. - & . Ou_a Report dutod 34th_ Docemlier, 1804, from the Minister of tho Interlor, .’
; -t:mn" that it has been represented to him, on-behalf of the Mennonite Settlers in
. S . Manitoba, that their twe Reserves in thut Province are now overcrowdod, owing =
: Q- p:m.l» to the influx of their fellow-countrymoen from the United States and Europo,
) L amf partly o the naturad iperease \slm.h hian taken place since their first: scttloment
. A it Manitoba ; ‘and that, in order to moet the growing needs of their famnilies, and ln‘
', Leneonrage lhc settlement of (heir {ellow-codutrymen in Canada, it hecomen nocens
rary for them to ask the Govcn.mcnt to establish aRescrvation for them from lauix
in the Princs Albort: District. o : - .
T'be Minister u.rthcr statex that for this pnrpaw thcy request thatl the even.
nunmbered scotions in the following Towndiijs be reweved, viz, 1=~Townrhips 40,in
Ranges 3, 4 and 5, and Tow uship 41, in Range 4, all West of Lho :lrd Meridinn,
" Tho Minizter obacrves that thc prinéiple of t:st.‘sbll«hm-' reservations of land for
sctilement by \lennouuc« wax first given effect W by an Onler in Conueil of the 4nl ‘
\\nf March, 1855, whic h set apart u-rl(}n‘ Fownshipe East of the-Red River, in the
rovinee of Manitola, Tor this purpose, and that & secoml Reserve Tor the samey '
purpose was estatilished West of the Rul River by a subsequent Order in Council,
dated the 2l of ‘April, 107671 hese two Reservations, hawever, “included both
. “the odil and even-umnbered sections in the Townships set apart, whereas the preseut
' .1111»11(1.10.1 asks for the reservation of the even'numbered scctions only, the intein-
“tiont of the Mebnunites being to arrange for the purchase of the odd- numbered
“sections from the Railway Company, for which théy are now set apart.as a aubsidy,

.- ‘The Minister further states that l]l(‘\g people have prospered o a remarkable -
dLgl‘CL since their arrival'in M.mltu\u, and have fulfilled with <m"nlnr goind hn.l; .
sl tho ob.w'm-;m undertaken by them in ibat relation, vepaying the advance of

--inoney ade 10 thom. with interest, te the iast cent, and fully eolonizing their

R(-\cr\,m-m\ with the chojeest settlers. They represent that u ix uow their inten-
“tion to assist with their own means llun l\‘”u\\-\uulxlr\lntu, in Europe amd clee
v where, 1o runuvt- to el setthe Sapon the et poweappliel (or.-and that fty
‘ familics, wham (Iu\ cq-cu in the Spring, will go direet to Hm l-rmm««l ]\owr\c
if it be nende .u:ul\hlv for the purposc.

. . The Minister ix of 'h\ upinion tha it is nupmnnl in the pthilic interest, that . | &
the GfEurts of the Mennoniies to Juduee the immigration of thiir fricindx in l‘lurolw
and elsewlhere o the \mlh A\Y cﬂ )honld b ene uur.wv-l atied te da this 3t i< nekes

sary o give the jutend: Hre acttlers zuoasstranee that they will be enabled o ea

oat the plu.ulnlm of “their Sociat Systemg and to *tulc togethes it hamlets (l'nr
which provision i~ inade by \dmn a5 of the Dominion Lamdx ety by oln.muu'-
entries for contizuous lands, :

The Migister, with this view, rc»rﬁn\n{v:n.‘l.é that he be authorized t0 reserve for
entry by Meunonites only, the even-numberol sections (eaelnsive of Fludson's Bay
. i T Company’s Lueds) i the fotlowing Tow nxln]n <0 B as they may be i the -h~lm-tl .

' "o the Govermumont, viz, s="Tonnships o, i Rangees 5, 4l 5, and Fow uship 41,
in l;.u.-n dod West af the el \h-luluu v ’

The Conunitree -mhm\l thie turc"unw for \uur l.\‘(lh,m,) N "‘l"""‘ al.

«_ S : ' (Sigued)  JOHN J. .\xch:,
. ' CClerl:.of the LPrivy. Cowncil.

To the [fonourahle

) _\v ' . ) —— . ) s e Lo
T'he Minister of the Tuterior, : o : e :

< . . .

. : ‘.-\'._ Lo Poblished it Cornerla (Gt s :'4'/; M, IND, | R ARE A VPR

S ful the ponrth coscentive wek,

A

femre cemmegmmata

.t

Rpuphryy
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" VILLAGE OF SCHOENFELD PETITION' -
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- 10 THE HONORAEL’E‘ .‘7
o THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR, v
| omm,
THE HUMELE PETITION of the under31gned .
!members of the Relnland Mennonlte Assoc1at%cn showeth as fﬁi;, ‘&ﬁifé
‘ follows, ;g IR ) ) ‘;,'u S o R
1.~ On;jhe Thlrteenth day of August A. D. 1904,_by _Vﬁ f?‘ ;l?i

» Assoc1ation. =

-'borlng deep wells bulldlng dams on creeks or dlgglng :4 : .1~l;

and the East halves gf Townshlps 12 and 13 in Range lh

all West of the Thlrd Merldlan were set a51de as a reserve . o

vfor the establlshment of a colony by the Relnland Mennonlte

. : 'J RS o
2.- Ow1ng torthe seml—arld nature of‘the dlstrlct in
wh1ch the present Reserve is 31tuated and the dlfflculty of

Procurlng a satlsfactory supply of water for dQ?EEEEE:ADd;;;#/r'4_,;;,l

S

.p

'art1f1c1al ponds to prov1de a water supply, your’petitloners

g have found it to be a great advantage to settle in a hamlet

and they have accordlngly located and established a hamlet
on Section 15 in Townshlp 13 in Range 13 whlch they have :
named Schoenfeld.

3o~ Ybur,peﬂitionere are the homesteaders of the lands

; .
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[}
v

set opp031te their respectlve names and are now actually

re51dent in the Sald Hamlet of Schoenfeld on said

~

YOUR PETITIONERS THEREFORE PRAY that i

N

) -.

they may ‘bg permltted to perform thelr homestead dutles‘;

',Sectlon_15v'

'"on the hamlet system as prov1ded 'in "The Domlnlon Lands
fiAct" e e _Qs; .

. | And your petltloners w1ll ever pray. o .tw
: Dated this Thlrty—flrst day of May, A. D. 1907, at | |

the Hamlet of Schoenfeld 1n Saskatchewan. | fa
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:; The deed of authéfity}by the membefé_of the Mennohife Cturch of
the vilJT’age of Chortitz was as: B ‘ |

William Bjornson o

: - : Gerhard Unger T R _
~all of Chortitz, farmers in or about the years 1905 and 1906, made -
entry with the Department of the Interior in Ottawa for a grant of

- homestead lands covering the northwest and northeast quarters of Section
“ 19 in Township 13, Range 12 West of the Third Meridian\in Saskat- :

chewan, Whereas the\ whole duties dud on said land be rformed and
all payments due have been made and whereas it is \desired that the
-title should be issued to the trusties aforementioned to be held for
Joint use of the whole village of Mennonites at Chortitz in  Sask-
atchewan. - Therefore, the undersigned being the whole adult males of
this said village and as such the whole Persons.interested in the
said lahd, hereby declare as follows:,. . L V.
1. We, the undersigned, have each Subscribed.these,préﬁents
. after hesring the same read and fully expldined. S
2. Do declare that we are each of us duly admitted memhers of
the Mennonite Church and inhabitants of the village of Chortitsz ‘
+and are each of us the full age of twenty-one years and that o
besides us.there are no other parties having any proprietory
Anterests in or claim upon the said land or any .part thereof.
. 3e We sevérally"declarevthat the whole duties whether of

. cultivation or otherwise required to be .performed on and the . .-

monies to be required to bé paid §or the said lands ‘have been .

‘duly performed and-paid. IR L o e
. be Weé have duly met and resolved that!the said land shall be’

“from now and for all time remain and be for the'joint use of the

~members -of *the Mennonite Church of the village of Chortitz in

. Saskatchewan and for them only .and to secure this,.we hereby

" un ously adopt -the following rules and bylaws:

s

N

Mennonite Church .and who is .permanent member of the
& village of Chortitz in Saskatchewan*shall.onmreaching the
n o= full age of twenty-one years becoming ipso facto invested
.. An joint equal ufidividéd share and interest in the land
. . and property of shatever kind belonging,to.thé saidyvillage,
.+ . - but when he should leave the¢said village or cease*té be a
@ = mehbefof -thj _ : nter ‘
> -- Dbe at' once labséd and-fall into the §ommon. shars® of the.;, -
N emaining members -without, any claim, whgtsoever being . v L.t

)

'+ members and nofcldim shall be competent to the estate of the
‘decédsed member or to any.member'whosé*rqlabives; retnospéct
of-su%? share or ‘interest, R
(¢) ie "Church and its.authorities%ésﬂby the usage.estab}ished
-shall hhve_full.controlsbger its members and there shall be
no appeal ‘from the decisions of the Church. « It.may expel
‘any member according to its rule or uségefWhether‘presen
- or future\and it may. alter its cr¢e3%fdrmularitieé 07/' es

and conditions dfvmembership'from/tt,eito time,

s - - I : -
. g )

] .

L A

“

said church Mis said share or interest sh?ll_ SO

" eompetent £ the said member for polpemgation of any kind. ¢ - .

a2\>~(b) On the degth of-‘any member, his share or interegt shall - o
f”f_Iikggise lapse [and fall into the cpmmory share 6f-the remdining ..

. {a) Every male perBon who ig regularly admitted’to the - 1 A4
‘ ery mal z -8 ed, o




(d) The trustees aforementioned shall hold office during
flife or until they shall replaced as aforementioned. -
(e) " A meeting ¢f all the persons interested hereunder shall
be called when summoned by at least five members who shall
 give sufficient written notice to each of the other persons
interested, formality of any such notice being waived in
the case of such members who do actually attend. Such.

.. meeting may by two-thirds majority appoint new trustees,.

g

elect new members, make new rules, and othérwise manage
the land and conducr- the business of ‘the communitys . -
(f) The forgman of the village shall keep a book in which-
‘he shall entdr the proceedings at such meetings and shall
- regularly chronicle all changes in the persons, interested

!

‘'whether by addition or by loss. .
' 5, The undersigned also~declare that thﬁ& have eiected and

- appointed and do by these preserts elect and appoinc Peter Harms -

and Abraham Friesen to bg the trustees of the said land for the:
purposes herein mentioned to hold office as aforesaid., ' )

'+ 6. The said Peter Harms and Abraham Friesen by their sigrature

. hereto do accept-the gffice.cf trustees for the purposes and under .
the conditions herein mentioned. The whole subscribes hereto do

hereby authorize and request Secretary of State for the Interior
to issue patents to the said Peter Harms and Abraham Friesen as
trustees aforesaid and hereby bind themselves to regard such grant

_as being made to each and everyone of the said subscribers, dated.. .

t Chortitz the 30th day of June, AJD. 1914, signed, sealed and .
delivered in the ‘presence ofs "~ . SR .

- Iseac Klassen® , Tl
. § - Jacob A, Knelson®  ‘w =

Abraham Friesen = " L:t o ST e

%7 . ©  Whilhelm Friesen = . . . S e LT
.~ " Jacob Unger g T
, Cornelius G., Froese " |

) L '~ ’ " . ~" [ ->’>.'4,
©ov ¥ Isaat Klassen AR e

T Whalhelm Fenr~—
Peter Wolf '
.- Peter Harms
.70 . Gerhard Hind . .
';; + JalQb Friestn .

Jacob Klassen'
- Isaac Martens: -
"~ Cornelius Remple ' N _ o o
. Jacob D Teichfoeb - o o o
. Herman Fehr I : .
~ John E. Wiebe . - I
R : ™ Commisioner of Oaths
sgne Ge Co Thompson’
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