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. ABSTRACT ~ v
- On" October 10,41911‘a'revolution broke out inﬂéhtna and
the Ch’ing dynasty'(1644l1911) which had been founded by

~

the Manchus in 1644, was overthrown by the Ch1nese
revolut1onar1éJ The Ch’1ng emperor abd1cated on‘February :
12 1912 After the abd1catlon loya11sts to the Ch'ing "'i
dynasty who attempted to restore the deposed emperor to the '
throne became Known as restorat1on1sts . A number of o
abort1ve movements were 1aunched between 1913 and 1916
des1gned to restore the Ch’ ing dynasty A further attempt
was made in 1917 when Chang Hsun, a war]ord from Anhwe1,
tooK advantage of the conf11cts beqween Pre51dent Li
'gYuan hung ard Prem1er Tuan Ch’t-Ju1 to enter the p011t1ca1
situation as a med1ator Hts real 1ntentton was to restore.
the Ch’lng emperor wh1ch he d1d on July 1, 1917 Th1s »
restorat1on movement , however, came to an end after twelve
days when Chang HSun was defeated by the ant1-.restorat1on
,"army 1ed by Premier Tuan. v;: — "; : : :_91(/
| . This the51s d1scussed restoration movements from the |
beg1nn1ng of the repubt1c w1th an empha51s on Chang Hsun s
movement of 1817. In the h1stor1ography of modern Ch1na_the

success\of\tbe\nat1ona]1st revolut1on and ]ater of the

commun1st revolutton overshadows and tr1v1altzes the var1ous

restorat1on‘movements. Restorat1on is regarded as a heresy
'and"as'counter-revolut1on The obJect1ve of the thes1s is-to
attempt to d1scern the h1stor1ca1 value of. the

restorat1on1sts and the1r movements w1th1n republlcan

o



history. An additional objective. is to give a balanced

) ! . o L
historical tneatﬁent The thesis"reveals“thatxthe

.

restoratlon movement s are a reflect1on of the incomplete-

‘ness of the Chinese revolution and of the resu1t1ng

1nstab111ty of the Republic. . : ) ‘\
F Y
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5
4
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Chaptér I
» | -
INTRODUCTION

r

L

The Repub]1can R vo]ut1on of October 10, 1811 overthrew

" the Ch'ing Dynasty (16 4 1911) and ended two thousand years

of 1mper1al ruﬂe in Ch1n Dn February 12 1912,

'Hsuan t'ung' , Emperor of the Ch’ ing dynasty (r: 1908 1912),
who was only six years o]d abd1cated after accept1ng the

Art1c1es of Favourab1e Treatment granted by the prov1s1ona1

§

republ1can government 2 The most drastic upheava] of the

revolutiog was thevreplacement,of the monarchy_by a new’

republican system that had nd precedent in&Chinese hjStory.
Yuan Shih-k'ai, the provisionéd president of the new

'Ch1nese Repub11c .made the’fo]low1ng speech on. the day of

" “the' Manchu. abd1cat1on - S ij;a' S ,/

u e
EAR

- The: Repub11c is un1versally [s1c] recogn1zed .as. the
best form of state ... Now that the Ch’ ing emperor
has clearly annpunced his abdication in a rescript =~ ™ '
which has- been countersigned by me, the date of ﬁpch o
announcement-.is the:end of the Imper1a1 _
‘administration and the beginning of the Repub11c o
Let us henceforth forge ahead and endeavour . to reach
a state of perfection. Never shall we allow the —
monarchical system. to reappear in Ch1na 8 : o

/

-

’The idea of a repubtﬁc Wasfchallengedvbyﬁthe “‘
monarch1sts after the proclamatlon of the Republ1c_:”}n :
1912, Iron1cally, one of the cha]]enges came From Yuan
Shih-k’a1 the pres1dent of the repub11c who.sought to“T
.proc1a1m h1mse1f 1n 1915 The 1oya11sts of the Ch’1ng ’
dynasty were another reactlonary force who attempted to!

‘restore,the deposed_emperor to the throne H1stor1ans g1ve )
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these, 1oyalists the n#e "restorationists" They came from
. > .

d1fferent backgrounds. such as nobles of the Imper1a1 A
fam11y,$former-Ch’1ng fo1c1a]s and 1nte11ectua1s The t
»reStoratton movement “however, is usua]ly cons1dered by' |
h1s;;r1ans to be less . significant" than the monarcthal
- movement of Yuan.Sh1h K'ai. When people talk about the
revival of monarchy in China™Nn t9105,_it is'Yuanﬂs*H
monarchica1 movement that.they.recall ' tf -5_‘ ‘:l S
| The concept of. restor1ng the old autocrat1c monarch1ca1
system 1s usually regarded as conservat1ve and react1onary
because of the progress of the. Chtnese soc1ety in. the ear]y
twent1eth century The: 1deas and - act1ons of: the
' restorat1on1sts were 1aughable and untenable Judged from a
' modern po1nt of view. Therefore d1scuss1on of restorat1on'
movements has been neglected ‘by scholars , or he]d,to‘be of
'*,tr1v1a1 1nterest : ‘,' |
In this theé1s, i.oropose to disCUSS»thé second |
' 'react1onary force --.the act1v1t1es of the restorat1on1stslh
| from 1912 to 1917 w1th spec1al reference to Chang Hsun's
restorat1on movement in 1917. 1 chose to émphas1ze Chang
Hsun restqrat1on because 1t was the only nestorat1on
movement"to,he successful. Furthermore, the Chang Hsun -
restorationncan be satd’tO'be the culmination of repeated,
abort1ve restoraf1on movements from 1912 to 1917. A
AR Chang Hsun was a war]ord from Anhw\ and ma1ntaHned his
1oya1ty to the Imper1a] house after the collapse of the -

Ch'ing dynasty Not only did Chang retain his queue . but he

Ly}

-

”~
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Although he .was also loyal to Yuan Shih-k'ai, this lToyalty
was only cond1t1ona1 and not absolute. 38 To show his 1oya1ty
..to the lmperla] family, Chang continued to defend the
_p1nterests of the 1mper1a} house. His tradops st1]1 wore the -
queues, thus gaininglhim the nick name, 'P1gta1] General":
With the death of Empress Dowager Lung Yu, Ghang ahnounced .
nat1ona1 mourn1ng and went -on say1ng that “atl we repub]ican _
voff1c1als are the sub3ect§ of the Great Ch'ing."37 Chang

Hsun had connect1ons with t%e restorat1onxsts like Liu

T’ ing-shen and Hu Ssu ch1ng ahd had part1c1pated in the
'restorat1on movement in 1913 and 1916.

| Chang Hsun was regarded as an 1mportant a]ly in the
re§toration'camp because of his strong mj11tary power and
hi's loyalties to the Ch’ing Court. Chang7s;trooos_were7.'
stat1oned in Hsuchow in Anhwe1 prov1nce His troops;were not
fgreat “in number,'ln fact only around twenty thousand but
Vthey were equ1pped with modern weapons and possessed a good
reserve of ammunition.38 Furthermore, Chang had s1gn1ﬁacant
‘1nf1uence on other m111tary Governors, For instance, Chang
and Chang "Tso- l1n, the m111tary Governor of Fengt1en wére
re]at1ves and good friends. N1 Ssu ch’ung 3s the 1nspector‘
.general of Anhwei, and Lu Jung-t.’ 1ng.4° 1nspecﬁor general of
Kwangtung and,KwangSJ' were sworn brothers of Chang Hsun and
'calied him‘"big brother.f With strong‘m111tary power, Chang -
Hsunvwas always t inking of the‘reetoration'of.the Manchu |
emoeror. But when Yuan Sh1h k'a1 was st111 alive, Chang had

-

scruples. When Yuan d1ed on 1916 Chang was set free and

A
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- yaited for his chance to come . ' ‘ ;'

»
+

The Moderate sub- group was led by Hsu Sh1h ch’ang They-
were very carefu] in promoting the restorat1onlst cause.
'They did not like the radical factlon wh1ch ‘only depended on

m111tary power They hoped to get assent from varwbus

restoration movement could be carried out;”'w

Hsu shih-ch’ang*' was a native of" T1ents1n He rece1ved‘;¢

- a trad1t10na] education in h1s home, proV1§ge At the age of

twenty‘f1ve, Hsu worked as a tutor in the fam11y of a

district magistrate 1n-Hondn It was at that péﬁ%@%;thﬁt he -

i W

met Yuan Sh1h K'ai and they became good friends. Receiv1nﬁ aa* :

& Ty
financial help from Yuan Hsu f1na1]y went to Pek1ng and

passed the Civil Serv1ce Exam1nat1on .and became a compiler
fin the Nat1onal Academy in 1889. In 1896 he worked under
_Yuan 5h1h-K’a1 and became Chief .of 5taff in the new army in
vHstao—chanfmﬁgom the 1990’5 onward, Hsu.e for tunes came and -
he went from the»poeition‘of a sdbordinatelofficial to the

post of assoc1ate prem1er and member of the Grand Counc1l

When the revo]ut1on broke out, :Hsu succeeded in he1p1ng Yuan

come out of retirement; When Yuan forced the Ch’' ing emperor

toyabdicate; Hsu was in an ambivalent situation. On the one

hand,'Hsu was grateful to the“Ch’ing;Court'for promoting him -

from a subordinate official to a high official. On the other

3

e L
1:% 2.
A
i e
. N Lo

"hand; Yuan was his most intimate friend, and he .could:not.go

against him. As a result, Hsu was trapped between the Chfing

court,and Juan Shih-k’ai. Therefore, after the abgication.,.

~WT e A
. %,L( Sy
VS o

e
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;)ﬂSU resigned from office in order to please both parties.

"}3L" In May 1914, Hsu Shih- ch’ang came out of retierent and

agreed to become the Secretary of State but he reswgned
from the post in 1915 because of his oppOSition to Yuan’ 9%
monarchial movement . 42 Nevertheless, Hsu Shih- Ch’ ang wou]d
never forget the benevolence of the former Ch’ing dynastyﬂ
In 1916, when:Yuan Shih-k'ai's monarchical movement failed
Hsu became Secretary of State again Thereupon, Hsu then

conspired with Chang Hsun for thé restoration of the Manchu .

iggberor but the plan was repudﬂated by the dh ing court.

vIn dune , Hsu advocated the restoration idea at Yuan's
funera] w1tho t success. 44 Hsu a]so attempted to get supdortv

\ from the panese by sending a delegate to test the response V

of the dapanese government to the restoration It was not

successfuT. Hsu was d secure man\and never did things which

~had no chance of success Hsu would never carry out the.

restoration movement unless he was sure: that he could gain .
support from various other sectors
The He51tant sub group consisted: of the 01d Bureaucrats
- who had the intention ‘of restoring of Manchu emperor, but
theyiwoutd never pTay\the roie_of initiator and would- not

sacrifice their present wealth and power for the restoration

' movement. They would join the restoration movement on]y when

. . :
they thought that it had a chance of success and wou 1d bring
them. power. This group can be- represented by Feng Kuo-chang.

Feng Kuo-chang was a native of Chih]i 45 In 1890, Feng

graduated-from Military Academy at TientSin.'In 1896, Feng




P 82
¢ | -
served Yuan Shih-K’'ai wn Hs1ao chan as head of the training

‘section of staff. From then on " he became a loyal supporger /
of Yuan.'After the outbreakiof the_revolution. he became the
commander of‘the First Army; and later the commandeﬂ of the
Imperial Guard. Feng d1d not favour the abd1cat1on of the
'Manchu emperor' however he had to g1ve in under. the
pressure of Yuan. Sh\h K’a1 Instructed by Yuan, Feng
persuaded the Imper1a1 Guand to accept the abd1cat1on‘of the
,emperor under - the offer of favorable treagment and he used
his life as an.assurance thgt the prom1se?of the republtcan
government would be’ l»(ept-46 After the estab]1shment of the
republic, Feng was appo1nted Ch1ef of the M111tary Council
~and then m111tary Governor of Ch1h11 province. In 1813, Feng
‘ aga1n rep]aced Chang Hsun as the m1l1tary Governor of.
K1angsu o | v _
 Feng Kuo-chang, like'Chang Hsun and Hsu Shih:ch’ang had
sentimental ties to the Ch’tnd.court{_He did not favour the-
abdication of the emperdr‘ but hé‘Could not”disobey Yuan
"Shih-K’ai’s order. After the abd1cat1on of the Ch’tng
dynasty, Feng ordered the people ;1v1ng in' the Southern .
Garden {close to the Forb1dden C1ty) not to ra1se the" |

republican flag because 1t m1ght make the dowager sad 47

Aga1n in 1912 - Feng wrote a 1etter4to Yuan hop1ng that he{

4 “‘ s

could protect the 1mper1al fam1ly #8 Feng had connecf1ons

]

with many restoratton1sts and employed Hu Ch1h yuan a’

famous I- lao as secretary Feng also part1c1pated 1n the

»

restoration movement of “1913 and 1916 _r'._.'ztff
P * B '

0
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] Forbidden City Faction
The Forbidden City faction was composed of former
Ch' ing officials who continued‘to'serve.in the small

,imperial court in the Forbidden City after:the over throw of

. the Ch’ ing dynasty. This group was represented by Chen

Pao- shen, a Fuk1enese who had been a sub- chancellor of the
Grand . SecretarTat and Vice- President of the Board of. R1tes
After the establ1shment of the Republic, Chen became the
tutor of P/ u-yi. ' |

Chen Pao-sheq, 1ike other restorationists,'was loyal to
the Ch'ing dynasty and hoped the 1dea of restoratlon would
Vcome true. Chen frequently ment1oned to Rlu-yi the golden

age of the re:gns of emperor K'ang hs1 Yung cheng and

Ch' ien- 1u1§53,f” ~ magn1f1cence of the Tung chih

/Restorat1on A9 hén_always denounced the evil of the
republic and reminded P’u{yi that
"The Republic has only been in existence for a few
years. but both heaven and the people have frgatthe
egx:n1ng been angry ... the people think of '
g in their hearts: heaven and the people will
inevitably end by return1ng it to power."5°
Chen Pao-shen was a cautious man. He did not want to
< ' ' & :
ccarry out the restoration‘jn'a rash manner. He wanted to
wait until. thevgeople‘sfhatredifor the replblican government
grew stronger and %?e warlords were weakened by internal
E
struggle Furthermore Chen and has collaborators always
‘wanted to find a’ mll1tary strongman to carry out the
;'restorat1on movement .- Therefore.~theyvhad put their hdpes on

Yuan Shih-K'ai, Chang Hsun and other military leaders like:
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Feng Kuo-chang, Lu Jung-t’ing and Chang Tso-1lin.

Constitutioha1 Monarchy Faction
The Constitutional Monarchy faction was led by K ang
Yu-we1 A]though the Const1tut1onal Monarchy fact1on and
oth@a}fact]ons had the same goal of»Manchu restoration, they
were different in. thé pol1t1ca1 ideas"The'Tsdng-she Tang;
I-1ao and the Old Bureaucrats were a1m1ng at the restorat1on
'}of the»monarchy under the same autocrat1c system. K'ang,
however, 2dvocated the restoration monarchy under "a neﬁ
'hsysteh called t1tular monarch republwcan1sm (Hsu- chun
k’ung ho) that was the same as T—El:onshtuhonal monarchy.
K'ang Yu-wei was born in Canton.S! A]though he received

a trad1t1ona1 educatlon. he devoted time to the study of
western ideas after be1ng inspired by the Br1t1sh

| _adm1n1strat1ve method when he. visited Hong Kong ‘and Shangha1
1ﬁ 1879 and 1882 Afterwards K’ ang wrote many art1c1es.
advocating western1zat1on of Ch1na to save- it from- fore1gn
aggression. His ideas of reform f1na1]y attracted the
Kuang-hsu emperor. Under the support of the emperor, Kfané
began to‘put his ideas into practice and to carry out a
series of reforms inb4898_which were taterAKnOWn asvthe
"Hundred Day Reform". From then on, K’ang was grateful to
the'Emperor.and became a life-long toya1ist.vThe reforms

* were opposed“by the conservativeS‘ied’by the Empress Dowager
Tz' u-hsi. The Empress‘Dowagervfhen staged a cddp_detat in

~September and imprisoned the emperor. K’ahgitheh fled first

¥
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to:Hong-Kong and then to Japan. fn 4899,VK’ang left Japan
for Canada and founded the Paoéhuang'hui (Soc1e€y to protect
the Emperor) in Victoria, British Co]umb1a 52 -The Pao-huang
hui developed very qoickly and by 1903 there were branches
__of'Pao-huang hui in. one hundred and seventy. c1t1es in the
United States; Canada, Hawa11 Panama, Australaa. Mex1co,
Peru and dJapan.s3 In duly 1906 when the. Ch’1ng dynasty
determlned ‘to adopt the Const1tut1ona] Monarchy, K’ang
changed the name of Pao- huang hui to Ti- kuo hs1en cheng hu1va-

:(Imper1a1 Constltut1ona1 Assoc1at1on) . w:t“

When the rewolut1on broke out 1n October 1911 ang

did not want to see. the revo]ut1onar1es succeed K’ang had

h' Q‘ % " v‘.
written an article cal]ed "Ch1u wang un*” (On Salvatton ﬂrgm ﬁg ‘

r

disaster) in September 1911 wh1ch expressed the 1dea‘of ag é%“j;@“

&

; Const1tut1ona1 Monarchy. 55 After the revolut1on he '2 v;zﬁ:a-:f
' re-emphas1zed the ‘idea in an art1c]e t1t1ed Kung ho:
'cheng ti lun" (On the repub11can system of govermment)

this ’Aﬁfle' K'ang again advocated the 1dea of "t1tutar .‘,vf;

Monarclgéﬂepubl1can1sm He argued that the. monarch1ca1
‘repub11c was the best form of . government and Chind cou1d 4
only avo1d d1saster and chaos by adopting it. Under the B
system of a monarchicat republic, the emperor‘wasypowerless.
he was "no more than a temple idol, a thing of mud and'WOod:;'
* no more than the bearer of an august but empty t1t1e vss The;;
real power was to rest in parl1ament The presence of the
monarchy would on]yvact as a-symbotjof cohesion, to preseryel

“order and to avoid anarchy in the state.5’



The success of the revolution and the estab11shment of
the republic in 1912, however was a blow to K’ ang Yu- we1
He then expressed his anger and dtssat1sfact1on through his
~writing. In February 1913,'he‘ordered h1s students Mai
vTing-hua and Chen Hsun-i to publish a monagég magazine
‘called Pu-jen (I Cannot Bear).%® From then on,'Pu-jen-
collected most of K’ang’s po]ttica] essays such .as
"Chung-kuo i-ho fang-fa chiu-wei lun" (Formula for the
~ salvation of China) written in 1913 and "Chung-kuo shan-hdu
.I" (Proposa] for the reconstruct1on of Ch1na) written in
-1916.. These artlcles expressed the same idea of " t1tu1ar.
mcnarchy republic” and the restoration of the Manchu
Aemperor | A
Why did K’ang Yu-wei insist on the ideaaof a titular

'monarchy repub11c when the idea of republ1canlsm ‘was so
' fpopular° K’ang was stubborn in character and it was hard for
” Q1mrto comprom1se.or_adapt to any change. Once he regarded“
the;Ccnstitutional Monarchy as the best form of gcvernment;
épb&ﬁent1y nothing could change hts ideas 59 In addition,
K’ang s was susp1c1ous of the idea of repub11can1sm This
fee11ng could be seen from h1s preface in the 'Pu-jen A
magaz1ne 60 F1na11y, as ment1oned before, K'ang was gratefu]
to the benevo]ence of Kuang-hsu Emperor After the -emperor
d1ed K ang transferred his 1cyalty to P u-yi.

L K ang Yu we1 returned to Ch1na in dune 19t4 He resided

in Shangha1 and 1nteracted ‘with some I- lao 1ike Shen

Tsengfch1h;§2-K’ang also spent most of h1s time wr1t1ng
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veSSays advocating the restoration of the Manchu.emperpr.

K’ ang’s student, Pan Jo-hai served in the.office ofrChang
Hsun‘and Feng'Kuo-chang respective]y in orderﬁto influence3$
them with the idea of restorat1on 63 After the death of Yuan
Shih-K’ aj in 1916, K’ang began to commun1cate w1th Chang
Hsun in letters and encouraged him to. nestore the Manchu

monarchy. 64

@ [",, dapanese Ron1n
The Japanese Ronin, faction: wa’s represented by Kawash1ma'

*

Naniwa, Mumekata Kotaro, wand Tsukuda Nobuo The Ron1n were‘_'
of the op1n1on that the secur1ty of dapan ]ay in the
conquest of Manchur1a and Inner Mongo]1a The restorat1on
'movement was very he]pful for the Ron1n to ach1eve thetr
plan. Once Manchuria and Inner Mongo]1a were segregated from
'Ch1na, dapan could then control the area by estab}1sh1ng a
puppet government At the same t1me the restorataon1sts in
China hoped for he]p from dapan, as a;- result tne
collaborat1on between the dapanese Ron1n~and-the*Chﬁnese
restorat1on1sts seemed natural and reasonable |
Kawash1ma Nan1wa came from samura1 or1g1ns and served
as interpreter in -the armx dur1ng the 1894—95_S1no-dapanese
war .65 When the Boxerlﬁebellion broke’out in 1900, Kawashima

became the head of the police in'the Japanese- occupted'zone
of PeK1ng At that t1me Kawash1ma came to the acqua1gtance
of Shan-chi and they became good friends. Kawash1ma

succeeded in conv1nc1ng Shan- ch1 about the beneflts of
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pan-Asianism.®6 lLater, Kawashima was employed by the Ch’ ing
"governménf to organize a school to train the Chinese poliéé
in the dapanese model Subsequent]y(on the recommendat1on of
Shan- ch1. ?wash1ma became the highest advisor to the

Chinese’ ?omgﬁe force. In February 1912 when the. Ch'1ng

. i

emperor agd1'i$ed, Kawashima he 1ped Shan-chj escape from
1f§gse-OCCupied'Lushun. Shan-chi was one of the
j@ the abdication of the émperor After the

oy

éfpe republ1c, he and other restorat1on1sts
g _

Under the gu1dancé of Kawash1ma and w1th the co]laboratlon
-of the Chlnese restorat1on1sts, the Manchuria and Mongolian
Indeﬁehdent Movément was launched in 1912 and 1916.

Mumekata Kotaro‘was also a'dapanese Ronin who had béen
working as a spy in gather1ng 1nformat1on at the naval bases
in We1ha1we1 and Lushun in China during the Sino- dapanese
War in 1894. After the revolution of 1911, Mumekata ‘was very
activé in China and made contact with restorationists such
as Cheng‘Hsiao?hsu and HL Chih-yuan. He aléo participafed in
the 1916 restoration movement and provided financial support
to the restoratibhists,ﬁﬂ' | |

Tsukuda Nobuo was a Japanese Ronin and had worked with
Uchida Ryoheisg.and,Miyazaki Toten?? in helping the Chinese
;IFeVOlutiOnaries overthrow the Ch’ ing dynasty. After the .
revolution, Tsukuda became alieﬁated from~tﬁe

revolutionaries. This change, due to the turmoil of the



be

" Chinese republic, made him lose confidence in the fepublican
. system‘and he gradually became a monarchisiﬁ1 In 1916,
Tsukuda participated in the campaign against Yuan
. Shih-k'ai’s monarchical movement and gave-support to the
 Manchuria and Mongolia Independent Movement. féukuda then
returned to Japan and became an enthusiast of the
restoration movement . He wanted to use it as a means to turn
vManchuria.and Mongolia over_to‘dapanese control.72 In
January 1917, Tsukuda went to China to have an interview
with Chang Hsﬁh ih Hsuchou of Ahhwei. Tsukuda and Chang soon
became good friendsvarom then on, Tsukuda ser as a |
 bridge between the‘Ehinese restorationists andv!e Japanese
government in the restoration movement. |
From the above introduction of 'the factions of the
restorationists, one can see that the restorationists came
from different backgﬁounds. They includéd intellectuals like
i .Cheng Hsiao-hsu, political idealists 1iké K'ang Yu- wei, |
% | nimble diplomats and administratdrs like Hsu Shih- ch’ang,

and military strong men like Chang Hsun. If they could. -

really work together, the future of the republic would have

been dim. But, there were many conflicts émdhg.the
efestorationists.,Mthou"gh they had the same goal of'
reStoration, they did not rea]]y co-operate but always tried
to win out over each other for power.

There were under lying conflicts within the I-1ao

‘faction. Before the overthrown of the Ch’ing dynasty, Lao

Nai-hsuan, Hu Ssu-ching and Liu T’ ing-shen originally
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oéﬁonged to the conservdtive group which opposed reforms.
Shen Tseng-chih;and'Cheng.Hsiao-hsu'be1onged to the group of
reformers.73 A1though thevaehe to co-operate'under the same
goal of restoration the1r fundamenta] d1fferences made 1t
hard for them to form genu1ne alliances. For 1n§tance in the
March of 1917,.Cheng~Hs1ao-hsu and Sheng*yun‘planned to make a
loan from Germany; however, Liu T’ing-ehen 'Chang Hsun's
subordinate.offieiat knew of the plan and tried to h1nder

it. He hoped that Chang Hsun would get the loan.74 ;

" The Constitutional monarchy faction led by K’'ang Yu-wei
atso had conflicts witQ‘other restofatiOnjsts. K’ ang
advocated the +idea of a titular monarchio republic while
other factions advocated the idea of an. autocratic monarzh
Before thé restorat1on movement was puj\;nto reality, K' ang
and other fact1ons were still able to work together. But
when the restorat1on movement was put into pract1ce, the
‘question of what system wou ld be implemented after the |
Manchu emperor was brought back to the throne divided them.
Furthermore, some conservatives in the I1-lao group like Hu
Ssu—ching were prejudiced against K’ang; The reason had'to
date back to the Hundred Day Reform in 1898 when K’ ang’s
reform ideas created discontent among the conservatives. Hu
was veby opposed to K'ang’s interaction with other i-lao and
tried to persuade them not to deal with him.75

“?Jn the 01d Bureaucrats group, Hsu Shih-ch’ ang and Chang
Hsun were not’on good terms. They:each wanted to become the»..

initiator of the restoration movement and hoped to dominate
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the government after the restorat1on Hsu even made a
proposal for restoration with h1mse1f ‘as rgoent and his
"daughter as P'u-yi's wife.76 When the plan became Known to
Chang Hsun, he became angry and refused the proposal. Th1q
'was the beg1nn1ng of the "struggle between Chang and Hsu
o Chang Hsun was not only in conflict with Hsu

Shih-ch’ ang, bot‘heﬁalso engaged in a power strugg1e with
;Sheng-yon of the Tsung-she Tang. Chang'and Sheng-yun both:
hopeq to control the restorat1on movement The members ofh
Tsung-she Tang 1ike Shan- ch1 and P'u- we1 offered the1r
support to Sheng-yun. In the restoration movement of 1917,.
Chang‘Hsun’only gave'Sheng-yun-the-emptv_tit]e ofh"Grand
Secretary" and~Sheng-yun and his colleagues did not .support
Chang.’7 |

From thevabove " one can see that among within the
restorationists. -there were many conflicts and problems The
restorat1on1sts d1d not have perseverance an a sp1r1t of
sacrifice. Although the restorationists had the common goal
of nestoration;‘they‘did not co-operate genuinely and still ke
wanted to win«control over each other and acquire personal
power and.statUS 'Furthermore many restorationists also
held a wait-and-see, hes1tant attitude toward the ”
restorat1onhmovement If the restorat1on movement had shown ;
any signs of succggs. they would support it, otherwise, if |
it looked as though it would'fail, they WOd]d withdraw their

support and turn againsthit.
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~ ordered his troops -to do also‘-éecaUSe‘of thar<féhang was
called the‘"P1g ta11ed general " In June 1917 the conf]1ct o

between Pres1dent Li. Yuan hung and Prem1er Tuan Ch’i-Ju1v | »

.”over the' issue of joining the A]11es in the Wor]d War:

.

f1na11y led tea m1] t ry COUQ<Q;ftat Chang ‘Hsun, acting as
, med1ator ’went to Pekvng and forced the pres1dent to o

N
d1ssolve par11ament\\0n du]y 1, Chang restored the deposed

emperor to the throne The restorat1on was; howeverA opposed
by mos t of the m1l1tary governors 1n Ch1na Under Tuan
Ch'i-jui’'s leadershjp, an.anti- restorat1on army was‘
organized and deFeated Chang’s army w1th1n a few days’ time.

Thus the- restorat1on movement came to an end.

’ A]though Chang Hsun 3 restorat1on 1A 1917 has been ‘ _ };

- regarded as the mos t s1gn1f1cant of the restoration attempts

' resumed 1mmed1ate1y It is apparent that the movement did

of the 19105.'1t is not CQQ51dered 1mportant within
contemporary Ch1nese h1story 'The description of the whole
~event does not exceed two or three paragraphs in standard
Chinese h1story texts. s The reasons are not hard to ¢
.understand» F1rst1y, the restorat1on movement seemed to have
»happened spontaneously, w1thout any s1gna1 or warning. its

| conclus1on was just as sw1ft as 1ts initiation. ‘The whole
1nc4dent took place over, twelve days from the first to the
vtwelfth of July, 1917 Therefore, the movement 1s usuatly

‘descr1bed as "a sem1-farc1ca1 escapade or " ‘a midsummer

madness "6 After the restorat1on the republ1can government

not cause any far reachlng effects except for a temporary



‘interregnum of twelve days.

abdioation of

: a_ru]ing

) _ '
It is inportant to delineate the meanings of’the word

"restoration” before indicating the research value of the

Co et - ’, LN .
restoration movement in 1817. In the Oxford English

‘D1ct1onary, "restoration” refers.to the "action of restoring

to a former state or Nosition" and "the,rejgstablishment of
the. monarchy in Ené]a.d with the. return of Charles II in?®
1660" .7 In add1t)on. the,term refers to the reJnstatement of
thewBourbons in the sovereignty of France fo]low1ng the , |
The word also has the meaning of
restoﬁihg something to/an unimoaired;or perfect condition.?®
Therefore,'the western interpretation of t'e word
“restoraégop"tEthe‘returnof power:of a deposedvemperor”or
ul ouse '51 R : - t

In Chinese h1story, however the word "restoration" has
two meanings. The f1rst-mean1ng 1s<"fu*p‘1"‘which‘refers to
a monarch returning,\s the throne after being deposed 8. Its
Meaning is simVTar to -the western 1nterpretat1on of
"reetoratioh“ The'eecohd meahing of the restorattoh is

"chung hs1ng which means the revival of a nat1on after

.decl1ne or reJuvenat1on of a country,'© Mary C. Wr1ght

refers to chung-hs1ng as "late flower1ng . It was a period
of temporary stabilization following.a period of "domestic
cdtastrophe and ‘oreign calamity." 1!

The phrase "fu p i was'first used in the»BooK:of

Docu?nent12 to record the restorat1dn of emperor T’31 ch1a (r d"

"17‘3 1720 B c.) 1n 1756 B.C.‘? T anlchra was the fourth

T
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emperor of the Shang dynasty (1766- 1122 B.C. ),'ahd was very
.young when he came to the throne He soon became evi1l
because of the 1nducements of bad ministers A coup d’' état
was therefore initnated by 1 Yin the prime minister “who ~

exiled the emperor. Ig'in then became the regent._After-

three years, T’ai-chia was rehabiiitated and redtored to the

_throne by I Yin 14 Other examples of successful 'fu-pﬂi
that can be discerned 1n Chinese history are those of
Emperor ‘Chung-tsung (r. 7057710) of the T'ang dynasty (618- ~
906) in 705.'5 and Emperor Yihg-tsung (r. 14&6 1450, .
1457-1465) of the Ming dynasty (1368-1644) in 1457 -

' The term chung hs1ng was first used in the BooK. of
Eggtgy‘7vto descr;be the restoration of Emperor Hsuan (r
827-781 B.C.) of the Western Chou dynasty (1122 771 B C.).
_Emperor'Li (r. ?-842 B.C.),.Empenor Hsuan’ s(father,_can be E
described as an eVii man'who?ruled the country_badly} in=842
B.C., a rebellion overthrew the emperor. Emperor‘Li.

7

therefore fled to a place cailed Chih in Shen51 Due to the

“\

absence of the emperor the ]oyalists Duke - Chou and Duke -
Chao temporariiy held responsibility for the countryt'ln'827~
B.C. , Emperor Li died and the people restored h1$ son,

: nPrince Ching (Emperor Hsuan) to the throne. UnliKe his ' Y
ol

father, Emperor Hsuan was a very capable man and a good _ v?ﬂ

ruler. Internally, Emperothsuan treated ‘the people
benevolently and. brought reforms to improve their ]ife
Externai]y, he expe]]ed the dung\barbarians from China andJF

“,extended his empire to the south of Yangtze s There are
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other’"chung-hsing" examoles such as Emperor Kuang-wu of the

| Eastern Han dynasty2° and the T! ung- ch1h Emperor (r.
1862 1874) of the ph’1ng dynasty 21 :

-~

'In terms of the Manchu restorat1on movement of the
ear]y twent1eth century, .does restoratton- refer‘to Y
- fu-p’ i or “chung hs1ng"?‘P’u yt,'the,Hsuan»t'ung Emperor,
findicated in his memoirs thatt T

restorat1on .in the language of the Forbtdden Cityf

.was ."recovery of ancestral heritage"; in the

language of the former officials of the Ch1ng it was

"the glorious return of the old order or "returning

government to the Ching."22 , o«
From this statement, one can see that‘the!restoration
~movement was more like a 'tu-E;},than a "chung -hstng"' it
was des1gned to put P’ u- yi back on the throne and to rev1ve
the Ch’1ng dynasty Although it is true that some
rpestorat1onjsts were_hop1ng‘forsa chungfhsing of the
Ch'ing dynastyt{"fu}pfiﬁ Wasvsttll_the most urgent task
before them.,ln_essenoe; no‘"chungjhsing" was possible,
unless a\successful "fu-pti" movement couldvbe Carried'out.

‘The "fu:p’i" f the Manchu monarchy, houeVer' is |

d1fferent from ﬂf/f of its predecessors:l1ké Emperor Chung-.
etsung of the T’ang dynasty and Emperor Ying- tsung of the
M1ngvdynasty.bln the first place, both emperors 1ost the1r
,tjtles_as emperor when they were deposed. P'ufyt never JoSt
his title as emperor TA]though he was not the politica]'
“emperor of Ch1na. he was st111 the hered1tary emperor of the
Ch' ing court.?23 What P'u y1 had to do was to get back the

A\
~political and adm1n1strat1ve power from the republ1can



‘movement was notljust'a conflict betwee
s _

government. o v
To §ome‘restorationist§,_the Manchy .restoration
the.qpfing dynasgy

and the republican government it was also a cont]ict'

‘_-between traditional Confucianism and new western 1deas To

~ the- restorat1on1sts. tég;remova1 of the monarchy was a

rebe]hon agamstgadnmn and a threat to Confuc1amsm

- Since the monarchy was replaced by the repub]wcan system

whtch was 1mported from the west " they regarded the

republ1can system as a tr1umph of western ideas over
trad1t1ona1 Chinese thought dom1nated by Confuc1an1sm

Therefore the restorat1on movement also 1nvo]ved afﬁnss1on ;

_ of rev1v1ng trad1t1onal Confuc1an1sm 24 It is not strange to
'f1nd that one of the act1v1t1es o*c the restorat1on1sts was

| to worsh1p Confuc1us and to advocate the rev1va1 of -

’Confuc1an1sm For this reason, Ch1ne§é Marx1st h1stor1ans

- usually 1ink the restoration movement w1th Confuc1an1sm 25

‘Research on the‘restorat1on movement is important for

several reasons. First, from the viewpoint of modernization

. the restorat1on movement can be seen as a counter attacK of
conservatism aga1nst modern1zat1on It is a normalu;

’phenomenon in the.transitton period between the old and

J».
new‘26 C. E. Black, in his book The Dynam1cs of

;;Modernlzat1on, 1nd1cates that when p011t1ca1 power is

transferred from the trad1t1onal 1eader to the modernizing
1eader. the leader of the old reg1me resists b1tter1y 27‘

Th1s is exactly what the restorat1ontsts were doing.
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Therefore, the study of the restorat1on movement can be used
to understand the dynam1cs ‘of the conf11cts between the ‘old
4.and new systems in the early repub11c |
| | Second the restorat1on movement ma1nta1ns that the _
>1911 revolut1on was not on]y a comprom1se but also an L
1hcomp1ete revolut1on In essence, the Ch'ing dynasty was
tnot overthrown by the revolut1on but rather by the

| comprom1se made ‘amony the Manchus, the revolut1onar1es and

- Yuan Sh1h K'a1 Through the compromtse, the Manchu recelved

’favourable treatment ‘the revo]ut10nar1es obta1ned 3
-repub11c without Civil War, and Yuan Sh1h K'ai became '
pres1dent As a result there were un1que e]ements that d1d
ynot have any precedent in Ch1nese hlstory Under the
‘Favourab]e,Treatment Clause, the deposed Manchu emperor was
Aermitted to maintatn‘thettitle of emperor. Furthermore.
zafter the revolution, Yuan’s‘loyal subordinates maintatned
~their h1gh pos1t1ons w1th1n the government alongs1de other
former Ch‘1ng‘off1c1als.nThus, the old ipperial elements :
.before;the/revotution became tncorporated COmpletety into
the new svstem 28 This:raises a unique problem of defining
the Repub 1can>revolut1on of 1911. How could onetexpect-a f
new repu%]wcan government under the adm1n1strat1ve
managemeht of the old 1mper1a1 element to br1ng reform to
‘the country? Does‘the revo1ut1on merely.mean a change of the |
title fjrom'the "ch' ing" to "RepubliC"” If the revo'lutionf‘can
‘not br1ng reforms, ‘how can,we ca]l 1t a revolut10n7 Thus.'

w1th an emperor in the Forbldden Clty and the old ‘and

/
/



,trad1t1ona1 atmosphere stlll man1fested w1th1n the )
- repub]wcan,government the restoratlon1sts found a good
,breeding ground fdr'thetr schemes.. ’
The cont1nu1ng restoration conspiracies also indicated
the relative 1nstab111ty of the Republic. 1n1t1a11y,
'confllct ex1sted between Pres1dent Yuan Sh1h K'ai and the
- revolutionaries. Th1s confltct eventually 1ed to the Second
Revolution in»t913 whnch brought.1ncreased instability to
;thevcountry Three years'later* in.1915 China-was again
dr1ven into turmo11 because of the monarch1cal movement of
-“Yuan After Yuan~s-death in 1916, new conf11cts developed
between Presxdent Li Yuan hung and Prem1er Tuan Ch’i-Ju1
‘ that ftnally led to a m111tar1st coup in 1917 The |
hrestorat10n1sts saw the 1nstab1l1ty of the repub11c‘as a
vmeans,to br1ng'about the restoration. Thus, there were
'fsuccesstve abortive restoration attempts in 1913 and 1916
vrespecttVely and a‘relatively successfuT‘restorationb,
‘movecent in the 1917. ‘ - | »
In. add1t1on the restorat1on movement -did not cease
ﬁafter 1917 Accord1ng to P'u- y1 ‘
‘ Act1v1t1es with this aim in view did. not beg1n wmth
my brief restoration in 1917, nor did they end with
my flight to the Japanese Legat1on in 1924. One
would be safe in saying that they did not cease for
‘a day from the abdication’ proc]amatton in 1912 to
§8§3e§§abltshment of the emptre of Manchukuo in

'.Therefore. there is a 51gn1f1cant research value to

1nvesttgate why there were endless restorat1on movements

- . P



e Finally, there are a' number’ bf-’ini?é'coﬁc'ep’t ions end
»preJud1ces about the restorat1on movement Most Chinese
' h1stor1ans d1scuss the movement in .a negat1ve manner and
vdeny 1ts historical va]ue The h1stor1ans. who regard the
Nat1onal&it/;evolut1on as the mainstream of Ch1nese h1story.
cr1t1ctze the restorationists’ ideas’ as heret1ca] and their
vactions as ridiculous and insign1f1cant The Marxist
historians’ go even further 1n their analysis. They regard
thé restoration movement as the cont1nu1ng legacy of
_Confuc1an1sm and feuda11sm The movement therefore, uas a:‘
consp1racy between the ant1-revolut1on1sts and the
1mper1a11sts to ensTave the Ch1nese people 30 The
Trest;rat1on movement was, ‘however, not as bad as the _
_h1stor1ans descr1be,‘The restorat1on1sts were nov crainand .
had their own developed‘ideas They should have a place 1n
the contemporary h1story of Ch1na Invth1s_thests, 1"__
‘endeavour to 1nvest1gate,the value and the significance of -
‘the restoration movement and to_give it a more balanced
appraisal. Since there are no_special books about the‘
eStoration movement in EngliSh 1 hope this thesis can
serve the purpose of introducing the restoration movement to
non-Ch1nese readers and 1nform them about the restorat1on'
movement";'which has'been negTected by the historians;
The thes1s is d1v1ded 1nto 51x chapters, beg1nn1ng with

this 1ntroductory chapter The second chapter dlscusses the

51tuat1on w1th1n Ch1na from the 1911 revolut1on through to

the Manchu abd1cat1on and the estab11shment of the Republlc

e
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'1n 1912 Empha515 1s put on - the compronhses and the
1ncompleteness of the revolut1on to show how the seed for
- the restorat1on movement was nurtured
The third chapter deals w1th the d1fferent fact1ons

w1th1n the restorat1on movements. The or1g1ns and the
) 1deolog1es of the d1fferent factions are d1scussed along
w1th the fundamental d1fferences and 51m1lar1t1es The
‘confltcts between factions and within factions é}e touched
upon. T | | I -

- The fourth chapter discusses:the restorattonimovement
:before 1917ﬁ Emphasis is put on the problems factng the
repub11c under the pres1dency of Yuan Shih- Kk§1 and how they

'const1tuted a'benef1c1a1 env1ronment for - the ac,1v1t1es of
the restorat1on-movement Th1s chapter also i cludes the
monaﬁch1ca1 movement of Yuan Shih- K'ai. in 1 15 and shows how
rfthe restorat1oh1sts placed ‘their hopes in Yuan for the _
restorat1on before Yuan s rea] 1ntent1ons were revea]ed The
unsuccessfu] restorat1on movement of 1913 ahd 1916, and. the
f1rst and second Manchur1a and Mongo] 1ndependent movements
are d\scussed | '_ »

- The d1scuss1on of the restorat1on movement of Chang
"'Hsun in 1917 and its afte&math forms the fifth chapter The{'
“first part<{% the chapter tneats the four: Hsuchow
.Conferences that led: to the res tion attempt The second'
- part examtnes the movement 1nclud1ng 1ts immediate causes\m

progress and consequences. The th1rd’;;}t d1scusses the:

~continuous restora}1on act1v1t1es aft 1917 unt11 the

4
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establishment of Manchukuo in 1933.
Thé fiha] chapter is a conclusi_n-in which én'overa]l;
evaluation of ¢he bestorétjbn movement % is made._»'_&/“\>'

’ .
-
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‘A NOTE ON' THE SOURCES
.

The sources used in this thesis include about two
| 7 .

_hundred’items, thelmajority of thch are written in Chinese A

or English. The pr1mary sounhes are diverse. " They include

1ettersq memoirs, autob1ograph1es, year books, magazines,
4 o AR -

~ newspapers and archival documents. Primary sources.in‘

English 1nc1ude the autob1ography of P’u y1 From Emperor tor

C1t1zen 31 and Twilight in _the Forb1dden City by Reginald

Johnston, private tutor to the Hsuan-t’ ung emperor from the

1910s to. 19205 “"More valuable are the Confidentiat Prints on
’Chtna by the Foretgn fo1ce of Great Br1ta1n the North

China Hera]d and the E;pe;s Re]at1nq to the Foretqn

Re]at1ons cﬁ % he Un1ted States regard1ng the act1v1t1es of

the restoratton1sts : ,. : ; : ‘ 3,-_1t /ﬁﬁ
' ~Among: the Ch1nese sources, the 51ngle most valuable

source 1s the I ch1u j-ch - n1en t1nq ssu ch’ ing-ti fu-p% i

. fh1h-l1ao hu1—p1en [Documentary co11ect1on of the historical
‘materials on the restoration of;the_Ch'ing Emperor.in 1917]

compiled by Tsun-ts’ui_hsueh-she,a COllection of -primary

~materials on the restoration movement 32 .The manifestqs‘and"

telegrams of the restorat1on movement are ava11able in

vKo-m1ng en—hs1en [Documents of the Revolution] and

Tung-fang tsa-chih [The Eastern Misel1anyT, Eurther

information was obtained from the newspapers, magazines and

the Government Gazette. | _
o, v - o B
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.



With regard tb‘secondary(Sources. there is no book
written“in,Eng]isn'dibect]y dealing with the restoration
movements. Some information, however, can be obtained from

The Last Emperor written by Arnold C. Brackman and The Last

-

‘Emperor: The Life of the Hsuan-t'ung emperor Aﬁsin-Gibro

P'u-yi written by Nevi11e John Irons. Regretab1y, these two t
books are more descriptive than analytical. They are based
on the works of P’u-yi and Reginald Johnston and, except for
prov1d1ng some background 1nformat1on. they do Jnot have mubh
.research value. In‘fact most of the tngl1sh sources, except
‘fbr‘some.general Chinese history’ boo&s,vdoanb;hdeal dxrect]y.‘
witn the'hestohation movements. NQnethelessj they are‘vefy
juséfb]\in supb]ying general infermation»abobt the
‘restorationists; | ‘ |
| Secondary wbrks in Chinese are more . plentiful, but:they' )

are not w1thout the1r biases’ concern1ng the restoration

movement and have to be handled carefu]ly A comparat1vely

objective view of the restoration movement can be found in

Min-Kuo ch’u-ch’i ti fu-p’i-b’ai {The Restorat1on1sts in the
Eaniy'RepubTic ] WPitten’by Dr. Hu Ping- seng The book.

’ nowever) is morebnarrativejthan analytical.‘Nevertheless.
Dr. Hu breaksvwith ‘the fraditional view on the restoration
movements and tries tb descnibe them'in a balanced and p

objective manner.
. _ , a X .
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Chapter 1}

THE REVOLUTHDN ANB THE OVEREHROW OF THE DYNASTY .
¢ v _ 1

From the mid-nineteenth century onward, ‘the g]orious‘
- _age of Imperial China began to{pass»aw

national humi]iation‘began. Since the conclusion of the

and a period of

Opium War with‘the'Treaty of»NanKing in 1842, the door of
China was forced open.' Thereafter; under the Manchus of -the.
Ch’1ng dynasty, China faced success1ve defeats in wag 0
unequal treat1es, the 1oss of the tributary states, nd the
scranmble for conoessaons and economic exploitation by |
foretgn poWers. China was reduced to semi-colonial status.
After 1860, reforms like the self-strengthening Movement 2
and the Hundred Days Reform? were under taken to strengthen
China in order to end foreign exp101tat1on These reforms,
however, proved to.be fatlures because of hes1tant support'
or outr1ght h1ndrancerby the Ch’1ng government. In the end,
a substant1al )umber of peop]e were convinced that reforms
“were 1mp0551ble under the Manchu Government. They fe]t that
the ru11ng elite were not genutne reformers w As a result
they began to look upon the revolutlonary movement led by
Sun Yat-sen as. the answer to their problems. _

~ Sun Yat-sen was born in 1866 in Canton. At the age of
,?hirteen he went.tO‘Hawaii to study in a missionary sohool.
Three years later he returned to China and enro11ed in a |
medical co]lege in Hong Kong in 1886 After graduat1on he

-

practtced in’ Maoao and.Canton.-Dur1ng th1s per1od, Sun

4 .
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developed revolutionary ideas..At‘the time of the Sino-
dapanese_War in 1894 Sun founded a revolutionary society,
the Hsing-chung hui (Revival of China Society). In 1895 Sun
and'his followers instigated a3reyott in‘éanton but without
:SUccess -Sun escaped»abroad and his extle-began In 1897. he
jstayed in dapan and developed his "Three Peop]e S
-PrJnC}ples : nationalism, democracy. and people’ s
livetihood. In 1905 Sun organized the T'ung-meng hui
‘tChinese Revolutionary League)‘tn Japan and tnstigated many
insurrections in China. A]though all of them fai]ed. their

' activities aroused many sympathetic and encouragtng |

'responses from the people
)

. After the Boxer: upr1s1ng in 1900,5 the Ch’1ng \\]
government, under the Empress Dowager Tz"u-hsi,® ~1n order’ to
regainlpeop1e’s support,kcarried out sometreforms including
-the‘westernizationlof_the army, the abolition of traditional
.Civil éervicéﬁEXaminatjons; the setting up of a national |
‘SChOO] system and industrial promotion. All these reforms
had‘their'origins iﬁt%he Hundred Days Retorm inr1898;71The'
]ack of'sincerity onlpehalf of the Ch’ ing regime towards the,
i progressive reforms htndered ‘the process. 8

| The defeat of/ﬁuss1a by dapan in the Russo dapanese War
iot 1804-5 conv1nced many Chinese of the power of .
const1tut1onal1sm over autocrat1c monarchy The idea of a
const1tut1onal monarchy spread rapidly throughouttliterary"

classes of Cthese,soc1ety.9 In 1905, an official mission,

headed by Duke Tsai-tse, a Manchu noble, was sent'abroad'by



21
the Ch'ing Government to study constitutional vaernmentf .;
The mission visited Japan, France, Britain, Belgium, the

.United StatesJ‘Germany, Austria‘and Italy. They recommended
the advantages of constitutionaffsm to the Ch’ing'court when
they returned in duly‘1906 On'August'27 1908, the Ch' ing -
Government under Tzu-hsi bowed to popu]ar pressure and
i 1ssued a document called "Outline of Const1tut1on
The Empress Dowager never genu1ne1y desired to ,
introduce a constitutional monarchy, in China. The Dut11ne
of Const{tutton" stated that‘the Emperor was'sacred'and
inviolable, and had executive, 1eg1s]at1ve and Jud1c1a1
powers. The Parl1ament could on]y cons1der the quest1ons of
‘government’but did not possess dec1s1onimak1ng power,mUnless'
approvedtby thhe Emperor, taws and reg'ulationspassed’by~
Parliament could not become effective.!® Although the
“Outline of Constitutton"'was beneficiat to the Manchu
Cdurt,-the Empress Dowager did not Want to put it into
»practice, She declared a nine-year preparetional period for
'constitutional'reform,“ She did not have to see:whether her
de]aying tactics were SUCcessful; On November 15, 1908 she
died just one day after the death of the'Kuand-hsu' |
Emperor.'2 P'u-yi, the.two year old heir,.succeeded'and
" became the Hsuan—t'ung Emperor. His father, Pringce Chun,
became regent As regent Prince'Chun was determined to
concentrate power. in the central government and to e11m1nete
’those Ch1nese off1c1als who cou]d threaten Manchu author1ty

The f1rst:y1ct1m was Yuan Sh1h-k’a1, the most power ful

‘&
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’-Chinese military official, who had control of the peiyang
army (Northern Anmy), the ‘most elite troops in China.'3
Prince Chun's reasons for digmi551ng Yuan were not hard fb
'_understand. Yuan, aé§0rding to‘Chun, was a Chinesé. th
:posed-a threat to Manchu rule.'* Secondly, P}ince Chun éould-
not sanction Yuan's betrayal of his brother the Kuéng-hsu
Emperor in the Hundred DayS‘RefOPm in 1898.'% The dismissal
of Yuan jndicafed discrimination'and animosify leveled
" against .the Chinese by the'rﬁling Manéhusf In faét; the
diSCEiminatfoh.Wasbdeep rooted pnd“gréw worse after‘{he
Hundred Day;Réform in 1898, a‘moVement headed by the Chﬁmesé
» s‘tatesmen.‘6 The dismissal of Yuan was only a part of the
wider sense of alienation being felt by the Chinese
‘offidials‘at the Imperial Coﬁrt.f7 It was this sense of
é]ienatibn from power that induced many ChineSé’mi]itaryf
léadehs and Governors to»defend thé Chfing dynasty wfth
indiffenencé in the Révo]ution>of 111,18
| | The paée of consﬁitdfibna1 reform under the promise of
1908'acce1eréied in 1909 wheh'éssemblies‘weré.estab1ished ih 
31] prbvinCEEJPIn'191O a Nationé1 Assehbly was convened in
- Peking. On November 4, 1910, as a result of pressure‘from
the représentﬁtivé of the provincial assemblies, the Regent
_agréed to.shorten_the period,of constitutional preparation.
'from nine‘Yeérs to sixiyears,ks Thfé;constituﬁional progress
'vwas~cut éhért. however, by the férmatiOn on Mdy 8: 1911 by
the Regent of a "Royal Cabinet” cbnsisting Of.thirteen-

appoinfed;members. The Manchu retained a majorityvof eight
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'members. five of which Were members of the Imperta\ fémi1y.
The rema1n1ng five vacancies were filled by one Mongol
‘bannerman and four Chinese. 2° The prov1nc1a1 assemblies .
‘protested aga1nst the royal domination of the cab1net
without4success;2‘ The Chinese were soon conv1nced4that

N .
- adoption of constitutionalism by the Ch’ing Gourt was a

triéh played on the Chinese. Genuine constitutionalism could

not be'possibie under the'ManchQ leaderehip. The demands of
the revolutionaries for authentic constitutional reform and
the narrow censervetism of the Manchu.rulers.quickehed the
pace for revolutlonary change | \

The immediate cause for the outbreak of . revo]ut1on was
- the railway dispute between central3government and '
previnctat,authohities. In 1911, Shené Hsuen-hUai, thee
‘Minister of Post and Communications, announced the
nationalization of all major railWays.22 Foreign loans were
drawn from a Four-Power BanKiné.Cohsortjum (France, Britains.
Germany“and the United States) for eompensationlto the
brovincial authorities foh_giving ue_the controt of
raiidays.,Whenhthe Imperial euthorities‘tried to nationalize
the Szechwan-Hathw‘rai1way in May 1911,'the local elite
. charged the goyerﬁhent with selling Szechwan‘to the
foreigners.23 Railway.Photection Societies were formed to
prevent the nat1ona11zat1on and serious unrest broKe out.

The’ d1sorder in Szechwan could have prov1ded the

revolut1onar1es w1th the opportun1ty they were seek1ng to

voverthrow the regime except that they had severeyproblems‘of

</;—.."l )
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their own. There were nd'appropriate leé&ers_ét the/momént“
to lead the uprising.'Suh Yat}sén'was;_at.that time, in
"North Amefita while Huané Hsing2?* was -in Hong Kong. Other
1eadérs were scattered_throughout'thé'provinces.25‘Mbreover.
in thé»aftermath and. defeat of the Canton uprising in April
1911 26, the morale of the hevoiutionéries'had‘Stil1 not
Pecove,.ed‘__zv_T'hUS,,the‘nevoiutionaries'had decidédvon
October 7, 1911, to tehporérily slackéh.Ihe preparations for
the general revolution. 28" A

" Two days later, h6wever, évbomb,accidentally exploded .
in the revolutionary headquarters in’HanKoW.'Hupeh'Provihce.
The explosion aroused the attention of the‘Ch’ingﬁofficials'
,énd thus a wave of perséCutions.begah}‘Many heyolupiqnarfeé»
Were;arrestéd‘and a‘1i§t'6f the_réleutionaries in the New"
-Army2° was found;_Facea.with this sitﬂaiion; the -
- revolutionary leaders withinfthé New Army deéided to
initiate.the revolution in 6rder,to.prote¢t themsélves.3f

.0On thé ﬁorning ofFOctober'1O, the New Army | |
'revoiutionaries1attackéd the office of thé GerEnor- QeneraT
in Wuchang. The Governor-General Jui-cheng ahdhthe'MiTitany  ’
Commander Chang Piao fled. Li Yuan-hung, the Ch’ing brigade
commander,:waé choéen by the révqlutionaries tb be the
military govermor of Hupeh in lieu Qf~revoiutionary military
leaders. 3! Te]egfams were then sent out by the |
revolutionaries to ofher provinces to persuade themvto
dec]are.their independence from the Ch’ing Government .

Within a month and a half, the revolutidn had spreéd to most



of the provinces. 3?2 Only Chinhli, Homan, Shantung ahd
Mahchuria-hemained 10ya] to the Chﬁing government.35£0n
'Deoember 4, 1911; the revolut1onar1es took NanKtng ?nd
established a grov1§1onal government On December 29, S.
Yat-sen was named Provisional President of the Nanking
Governmentf ) | , N P . | A.r_ . | \\\

| After the outbreak of the revolution, Yin-cRang, the
‘Imoeria] Minister of Waf was ordered by the Ch‘1ng
'Government to suppress the revolutton;;1es At the same'\
time, the Manchus ordered the re1nstatement of Yuan Shih-

C K’ ai as Governor General of Hunan and Hupeh. Yuan's
reappo1ntment was initiated by Prince Ch'ing, the Prem1er'
and an o]d fr1end of Yuan( Pr1nce Ch’1ng s idea was: soon3
'supponted by the fore1gners in Peking. The Regent; although
-opposed'to;the ioeaf was forced. to summon Yuan, a‘man.whom
he‘coutd neveh'trost.ﬁ‘ - ¢

Since his dismissal, Yuan Shih-K’ai had lived in his
vnattVe community, Changteh in Honan, enjoying tbetirement“.
Yuan, howeQer, maintained contact withwhis-formenv

subordinates in the Peiyang army. Yuan's eldest son, Ke-

ting._remained in PeKing‘and.regolar1y Sent.information back

‘to Changteh 35 Yuan b1ded his time wa1t1ng until h1s
serv1ces were needed by the Imperial Government

Yuan Shih-K'ai’s chance f1na11y_came when the R

revolution broke out. His reappointment as Governor-»éeneral

. ’ -3
of Hunan and Hupeh by a reluctant regent was due to his

inf]uence‘withtn the New Army. Six divisions of the

¢

rd
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modernized Northern Army,were-still under the oommand‘of’
Yuan s former subord1nates. inctudtng Feng KUo-cheng. Wang
Sh1h cheﬁ and Tuan -Ch"i-jui. 35,When_the impertal edict
announc1ng‘h1§/peappo1ntment reached Changteh, Yuan refused
to come out of retirement:on the ground of siokness. There
were two_reasons for Yuan's refosalﬂ He Wantéd to ose'this.
-opportunity to taKe revenge on the Ch'ing government fon nis_
dismissal.37 Secondly, he_ decided to hold out until the -
fituation‘grew_WOrse and'warranted his appointment to“a post

. with high political and military power.3® T‘hroug’h' his
~Vﬁkw\)friend, Associate Premter Hsu Shth-ch'angf Yuan’e rejection'
of the offer was taken to the Ch’ing government . Yuanlwas SO
“firm in his decieion‘that the'Regent went.personally to
per5uade him without success. But,‘after repeateduurging
from the Ch’1ng government Yuan, througthrince Ch’ ing and
Assoc1ate Premier Hsu, presented six demands 1n return for
h1s resumpt1on of his’ dut1es
‘ 1. the open1ng ‘of parliament in the following'year
2. the organization of a responsible cabinet

3. amnesty for all those who were cOnnected with the
revolution

4. the granting of legal recogn1t1on to the

revolutionary party

5. the granting to himself of full authorwty over,

.and the power to reorganize all the armed forces

6. guarantee of adequate. m111tary funds .39

Yuan Shih-K’ai;was‘persona]]y ambitious and this can be

seen throUgh the demands.~The.first‘four demands were main]y
designed for the‘purpoee’of obtaining the attention of the
-revolutionaries and the good will of the people in order to

become mediator. Yuan's ambition to obtain total military
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power &n the crisis sjtuation was signified by the last two

dmmws‘°

_demands and Yuan refused to come ou of retirement to taKe
the post. The-s1tuat1on. however, had become so desperate
that the'Regent had to reconsider Yuan's demands dTne,
revolut1on was spreadlng and more prov1nces were declar1ng
their 1ndependence from the Ch’1ng Government 41 The army of
_Yln—chang suffered repeated defeats at the hands of the
‘ revoTuttonaries because of his incompetence and‘of'his
‘ 1nab1l1ty to control Peiyang army officers, who were loyal
'only to Yuan.*?2 Under these two pressures the Regent on
OCtober 27, 1911,.appo1nted.Yuan Shih- K’aj Imperial Envoy
and granted him'fullﬁpouereof comand over the army and
navy.43 The Ch' ing regime, however , did not.agree'completely
to the six demands. and" Yuan remained in self- imposed
‘retirement.vNevertheless, in order to reveal his strength to
both the Imperial Government and to the revolutionaries,
Yuan ordered Feng Kuo-chang, the commander of the First
’Army,'to attack the revolutionaries in thevSouth.‘4

Two incidents occurred late in October 1911 which
forced the Ch'-ng Government to cap1tu1ate to Yuan " On

Octobe.'cg, 1911, the Shansi Prov1nces turned to the

revolutionaries, thus posing a'direct threat to PeK1ng.45 On

the same_date.3Chang Shao-tseng and Lan, fen-weis ,

leaders of the 20th Division stationgd at Luanchow, Hopgf

Province} issued a telegram~demand'ng’that the Ch’in
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GoVernment'summon parliament'and&heorganizé the.Cabinet. If
the request was not'fUIfi]jedJ‘they threetened to.marchAon
Peking.*7 In order to back Ub their.demand'with force! they
detained a train‘loadvof arms and ammunttion‘being
transported from-Russia to the Imperial army in Hupeh.+® The
VFCh’tng government.vwhioh had no alternative, finajiybbowed
-to their demands. o | A
The spread.of the revolut1on and the mut1ny of the army
created panic among the ar1stocracy Even though they
d1strusted Yuan Shih-k’ai, the nobles saw him as the1r sole
protector aga1nst the revolutlonar1es and they were w1]l1ng
to hand over power to h1m 49" On October 30, the Imperial
cabinet dissolved itself and Pr1nce Chun and Prince Ch'ing
resigned from their respeotive positions of Regent and
Premier.5° | |
A_Two days later, Yuan Shih-k’ai was apbointed Premier.

Coming out of retirement, he ordehed the Peiyangvérmyoto
head south against the reyoTutionahiee. On November 2,
Hankow was recovehed by Yuan’s henchman, Feng Kuo-chang, the)
commander of the F]PSt Army. On November 14, Yuan returned\bl

to PeK1ng and formed h1s cabinet cons1st1ng of his
-.supporters including Chao Ping-chun as M1n15ter of C1v11
Affairs, T'ang Shao-i as' M1n1ster of Posts and
Communications gnd Wang Sh1hjchen as Minister of War.%' Feng
kquchang~was;5¢pointed Commander of the Imperia‘l Guérd. The
new Premier, hav1ng full controil of the Cap1ta1 area,

requested co ro1 of the palace treasury 1n order to meet
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mi}itaryvexpenses. Requests_were.made to the Empress Dowager
and the other members of the royal famil\y for funding of the
army 52 With pol\t1ca1 m111tary and economic power in hand,
Yuan had full control of the government

Yuan Shih-k’ai realized that he held the balance of'
opower_between‘the_ImperiaT Court and the'revolutionaries.
Yuan. was the most important man at that time and each
fact1on was trying to influence and buy him off.53 Yuan,
however, was hore 1nc11ned to the rexo]uttonar1es than to
the Ch’tng Court. He Knew that the Ch’1ng dynasty was no
1onger popuIar. The dynasty had become’ decadent and was
destined to be overthrown. Yuan realized that he could not
,accomolish that feat by himse]f‘and'that. although the
Peiyang army had.won some mi]itary victorieS'over the
revolut1onar1es, the long term m1l1tary out 1ook was not
enqpurag1ng While the Pe1yang army was super1or in m111tary
tactics, its numbers were 1nfer1or to those of the
revo1ut1onar1es in the rest of China. If Yuan was forced to
cont1nue the war, he wou]d eventua]ly fa1] 54 Furthermore;
Yuan was us1ng the Peiyang army as his po]1t1cal tool; he
did not_want»to,sacr1f1ce it 1n”ordervto-rescue the.Ch’ing
dynasty. In addition, he realized that the Imperial
aristocracy was hostile to him. The nobles surround1ng
“Prince Chun%cou]d not forg1ve Yuan s betrayal of Kuang- hsu
Emperor in the Hundred Day Reform 1nv1898, nor his
“threatening'demands'fOr‘the return'of his pos*. fhe Manohu

4

nobles wouldtundoubtedﬂy attempt to eliminate him even if he

[
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1-he1ped»them defeat the revoiutionaries.55 : |

 In spite of these Factors.'Yuan Shih-K'ai _continued to'
‘encourage the Pe1yang Army to f1ght aga1nst the
v’revolut1onar1es Dn November 27, Hanyang was regained: by
Feng Kuo-chang. This showbof force by the Peiyang army.was:
followed by the’proposa]lhy Yuan'Of»a temporary ceasef ftre..
Negoiiatiohs were opened between Yuan in Pekihgﬁand the
Nanking GoVerﬁment‘of ‘the revo]utionaries.-T'ang Shao- i,
Minister of Posts and Commun1cat1ons. ‘was.sent to Shanghai
by Yuan Shih- K’a1 to negot1ate with Wu T'ing- fang from the
revolutlonary government in Nank1ng.56 -

To»mostvrevolutioharies, Yuan was the only person uho T
could force the Ch’ ing emperor to abdicate and thuslsave‘the
country from a prolonged civil war.37 This feeling became
stronger especially uhen Yuan_demohstrated hisostrength fn
haecovering‘Hankow and Hanyang. Even though therefwere more
revo]ut1o ary troops than in the Pefyang army. the latter
was.beitte ramed and equ1pped T' revolut1onary leaders
. were fearful of & long protracted m111tary strugg]e

lsun Yat4sen the prov1s1ona1 pres1dent of the Nank1ng
government, did not favour comprom1se Sun faced pressure _
from other revo]ut1onar1es who favoured compromise. As a,p
) réVolUtionary idealist"Sun was witTing to hand over the
‘pres1dency to Yuan if the ]atter cou]d he]p overthrow the
'_Ch 1ng dynasty.58 . ‘ . IR ‘ ) $ o,
When Sun Yat-senvbecame‘the proviSional presioent on '

December 28, 1811, Yuan Shih-k’ai angrily broke off .
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negot1at1ons with the revo]ut1onar1es Events were moving¥

'qu1cker than Yuan could control. On danuary 3 1812, a group‘

of Ch“ing dip}omats under the 1eadership‘bf Lu Cheng-

“hsiang, Ambassador to Russia, demanded‘the abdication of the .

fEmpenor sYuan Knew that there was no hope for the dynasty 58

He 1nformed the prov1s1ona1 government that in return for
the future preSIdency of the repub11c he wou]d 1nduce the -
Ch’1ng Emperor to abdicate.8° Rhe Nanking government v

accepted Yuan's offer - ~ - f{. L o

. After rece1v1ng reassurances from the NanK1ng

' government Yuan began ‘to plot aga1nst the Ch’ing Court in

o return for the pos1tlon of pres1dent of the: new]y

s

_estab11shed repub11c The first tool that Yuan Shih-K’ ai

USEd~1A‘hIS consp1racy was Pr1nce Ch’1ng Repeated]y Yuan

Lwo-
\/ .

1nd1cated to Prince Ch’1ng that the vo]untary abdication of

the- theror was the best way to save the'dynasty It would

be W1ser to abd1cate under the cond1t1ons granted by the

revolutlonar1es before 1t was- too 1ate 61
&

The proposal was placed before a secret meet1ng of the

nobles by . Pr1nce Ch’ ing on danuary 12 1912 ‘but it was

' opposed by(:ost of them. 62 Four days later, Yuan Sh1h K'ai

presented amemorial to the Empress Dowager 1n the name of

-the whole Cab1net It threatened that there was no hope for -

' the dynasty even in fl1gh;’and that delay in abd1cat1ng
mtght 1ead to ‘a- fate s1m11ar to that*suffered by Louis XVI

'»and his family in the French Revolut1on "63 On the same day

an attempt‘was~madegoanuan s']1fe as he was;leav1ng the

[ o
N2k
Cat
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Court Three suspects were arrested~who declared that they
were members of ‘the Revolutionary Party The revolutionarjes
initiated the murder attempt because, though;the news of a
possible abdication had'been widespread“it had‘notVbeen ‘
brought " to rea11ty Some revoluttonartes dtd not Know about
‘the secret negot1at10ns between Yuan and the Nank1ng o
Government regarding the abdtcatton. Therefore.hthey bTamed
Yuan‘fornperpetuattng the‘dynaSty.,In order to?hasten the
' abdtcation, they thought that the best way was to eliminate
him s _ S :
The'plo< gaVe some unexpected aSsistance to Yuan'Shih-
 K'ai. The Empress Dowager bel1eved that Yuan wa: a loya1 and
'trustworthy off1c1a1\and there was no truth to the rumour
‘that Yuan had made a comprom1se w1th the revoluttonar1es 65
Between the seventeenth and n1neteenth of danuary, o
there were.three‘1mper1a]lconferences, held to_dlscuss the
qdestion ofoabdicatton chatred by;the Empress 00wager At
~ the first Imper1a] Conference. Prince Ch‘tng and Prtnce
P’ u-lun advanced the arguments £or the abdication of the
Emperor and tpe proclamatjon of the Repub11c to no avail.
| The idea was rejected by a group led by P'u-wei (Prince
Kung), and Shan4cht {Prince Su). Other nobles remained
: si1ent.iThe'meeting'was thenradjournedeithout any
| deciston 66 :» . |
The next day; Pr1nce Ch’1ng was absent and Pr1nce P’u-'

dun had changed his mind.®&7 Accordtng to the memoirs of Hu

Wei-te &8, these chaqges were due to -the threatentng,acttons



33.

of the Tsung-she Tang (The Imperial Clan Society). ¢° Again,
no conclusion was reached during the conference. |
At the third conference held on January 19, all the
Manchu and MongOIian nobles participated. Yuan Shih4k’ai was
i represented by Chao Ping-chun, the Minister,of Civil
~Affairs, Liang Shih-i, Vice Minist”e‘r of Post and
Communicatjons, and Hu Wet-te, the'Minister in charge of the
Foreign 0ffice.7°,Durtng the Conference;'Chao Ping; chun_.
suggested as instructed by YQAn, that the‘monarchica1
'government 1n PeK1ng and the revo]ut1onary government in
'Nanklng cou]d be . d1sso]ved at the same t1me and a
-prov1s1ona1 integrated government establ1shed in their place

~in Tientsin. 71 His 1dea however was f1eé:ely opposed by

- the nobles. Thus,  as 1nstructed Chao played Yuan

- Shih- K’a1 s trump card not1ng that if h1s suggest1on was . not

accepted the entire cabinet would res1gn Th1s wou]d

effect1ve]y d1smember the Ch’1ng Government 72 L1ang Shwh i

potnted out that the: government had no money to mee t
-m111tary expend1ture, especwal]y in the event of civil War.
~ The meeting was adjourned agatn{ g o
-After the conference, Liang-pi73, Army chief~of-staft,
p]anned a new cabinet headed by Duke Tsat-tse ‘He also |
arranged to have ‘Tieh- ]1ang74 , a Manchu genera] be
?mappo1nted as the Commander-1n Ch1ef of . the Manchu army in

order to ftght the revolut1onar1es 1n the South.’_5

At the same t1me wu T’1ng fang, the representat1ve of

the Nanktng Government presented Yuan: Sh1h K’ ai w1th the
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following demands:

The Manchu emperor should abdicate and rel1ndU1sh
all powers.

2. The Manchu emperor. shou]d not 1nterfere in any
matters concerning the organization of the
provisional gpvernment ‘ ‘
3. The location of the prov1s1onal government shou]d
be in Nanking

4. President Sun’'s res1gnat1on should come on]y

- after the provisional government had been recognized

by all powers, the domestic reforms had been :
achieved, and peace well established; Yuan Shih-k'ai
should not interfere in any matters of the . '
provisional government before the resignation of
President Sun.76 _

On January 2d, 1912, Wu T’ ing-fang te]égraphed Yuan the

~conditions for "favorab]e;treatment' of the Manchu Emperor

after his‘abdication, as well as the treatment of the -

later, Pres1dent Sun Yat-sen 1nstructed Wu T‘1ng fang to

[y

present the same demands to Yuan Sh1h K’a1

1. The Manchu emperor must abdicate, and Yuan must
~at the same time inform all* foreign ministers in:
PeKking, asking.them to convey the news to the

, 'Republican government, or to transmit it directly

. through the consuls of the .various nations in

Shanghai ;
2. Yuan must at the same t1me announce his’ pol1t1ca]

position, and he must dec absolute support of
republicanism; ! ' .
3. When Sun Wen has rece1ved assurance of the

abdication of the emperor from the legations or from
the consuls in Shanghai, he will resign from the
provisional presidency immediately;

4. Yuan will be elected provisional president by the
" senate

5. After his election, but before he is given actual

power and authority, Yuan must swear to observe the

constitution prepared by the. senate 78

Due to pressure from the Nank1ng government Yuan

Sh1h K’a1 had no alternative other than to use m1l1tary

hManchus. Mongolians, Mohammed1ans and leetansf77 Two days
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bower to force the abdication of the Ch’ing'emperor.79'The
assassination of Liang-pi, Chief of Staff. on‘Uanuary'26 by
'a'reVolutionary, tempered&the'antirrepublican convictions of
the,nobles}5°,1t was widely_suspected, although,unprovable,
that Liang4pi)s murder was motivated by his oopOSitiOn‘to
Yuan Shih-k'ai. . | |

On danuary 27 Yuen.Sh?th;£3 madevhis move and
1nst1gated f1fty‘éf the Pelyang generals to demand the
-1mmed1ate adoption of a repub11can government . 82 General
Tuan Ch'i-Ju1 threatened-the Court that if‘thevrepublic wés
not accepted by the nobles he would march on Pek1ng 83 Feng'gv
Kuo- chang, the Commander of the 1mperia1 Guard ,. resigned *‘l
from his post and spoke open]y to h]S troops that he
favoured the’ establ1shment of»a repubhc.84 In order to
:enhance'htS'politiCal position,gYuan Shih-K' ai appealed’
d1rectly to the Empress Dowager through em1ssar1es to agree
to the abd1catlon 85 He reminded her that the const1tut1ona1
movement was initiated by her husband, Emperor Kuang-hsu,
and that the time had come to accept a.republican system;§5

This'aopeal worked, for another Imperia1 Conferenoe was
ca]led_for January 29. Prince. Ch’ing and Yuan Shih- K’ ai
‘were abSent‘fromtthe proceegingg and no“decision;was yet'
made."‘7 | o | ‘

The nekt‘déy.'Prinoes Chun . and Ch'ing~athsed'theivl

'Dowager ‘that abd1cat1on was t~e on]y option. She ‘was

;1nformed that government tr Ops would not f1ght to ensure

.the_oontwnuyty of the dynast-' and the new republlcan
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goyernment would.grant "taVourabtentreatment."58'weakened by
defections, the Dowager agreed. |
On February 1, 1912, the-Dowagervsummoned Yuan to the
palace'and‘announced' "1 leave the various matters to your
judgement and have no request other than the . preﬂervat1on of'
‘the d1gn1ty and honour of the emperor.'89 On February‘3.
Yuan sent a telegram to Wu‘T’ing-fangrstating that "1 now
haye the power to negotiate the matter of‘favourahle |
treatment of the rOYal family."920 The negotiation did not
. take long. The cohpromise was finally reached three days
later. Dn February 12 the Imper1a1 Edict of Abdication was .
proclaimed in the name of the emperor: who was six at the

time:

We have today received from the Dowager Empress
Lung yu an edict stating that because of the
uprising by the Army of the. People, with the
cooperation of the people of the provinces,. the one
answering the other like an echo, the w dle empire
is in turmoil and the people have endured much -
tribulation .... As long as the form of. government
remains undecided, unrest will continue in the
country. It is clear that the majority of the‘people
favour the establishment of a republican form of

government ... and it is not for us to oppose the :
desires and incur the disapproval of millions of the
" people. ... We, with the Emperor at our. side, hereby

hand over the sovere1gnty to the people as a whole
and declare that the constitution shall henceforth
be ‘republican ... Yuan Shih-k’ai, having been
elected Prime Minister some time ago by the-
“Political Consultative Council .. Let him then,
with full power so to do,‘organize a provisional
republican government. .. the Dowager Empress and
the Emperor, will retire 1nto a: life of leisure,
free from public duties ... watching with
satisfaction the glorlous establishment of the-
-wperfect government 21 - _
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The Edict finally brought the end of the, Manchu

‘dynasty, the last in Chinese history. In return, the Manchu

rece1ved the "Favourable Treatment granted by the

Republ1can Government The Article of Favourable Treatment

,began with the fo]]ow1ng significant preamb]e

The

In consideration of the fact that the Great Ch“1ng

- Emperor has publicly announced his approval of the

establishment of a republican form of government,
the: following Articles relating to the Favourable
Treatment of the Great Ch’ing emperor after his
abdication are hereby set forth.

ewght art1cles followed

1. After the abd1cat1on of the Great Ch’1ng Empero
his title of dignity is to be retained and will n t

' be abolished; and he will be treated by the Repubq1c '

of China with the courtesies which 1t is customar

to accord to foreign monarchs. o
2. After the abdication of the Greatl: Ch’ing.emperér,

he will receive from the Republic of China an annual

subsidy of Tls. 4,000,000. After the reform of the -
?urre?cy this amount w111 be altered to $4,000;000
me x

3. After. the abd1cat1on of the Great Ch’ ing .Emperor,
he may as a temporary measure continue to reside in

the Palace (in the Forbidden City), but afterwards

“he will remove to the Yi-Ho Park (fthe Summer

Palace). He may retain his bodyguard.

4. After the abdication of the Great Ch’1ng Emperor

the temples and mausolea of the imperial family with
their appropriate sacrificial rites will be
maintained in perpetuity. The Republic of China will,
be responsible for the provision of military guards
for their adequate protection. :

5. As’ the Ch'ung mausoleum of the 1ate emperor Te

- Tsung has not yet been completed, the work will be

6. The services of all the persons of var1ous grades

- carried out according to the proper regulations

(relating to imperial tombs). The last ceremonies of
sepulture will also be observed in accordance with = -
the ancient, rites. The actual expenses will a]l be
borne by the Republic of China.

hitherto employed in the Palace may -be retained; but
in future no eunuchs are to be added to the staff.

7. After the abdication of the Great Ch’ing emperor

his private property will be safeguarded and ‘
protected by the Republic of China.
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8. The Imperia1 guard corpsvas constituted at the,.
time of the abdication will be placed under the
military control of the War Office of the Republic
‘of China. It will be maintained as its original
strength and will receive the same emoluments as
heretofore 92
It seems that the abd1cat1on of the Manchu emperor
satisf1ed everyone. To P'u-yi and-the Ch’tng Court they got
"favourable treatment“. Yuan Shih-K'ai obtained the.poswt1on
v of President of the new reoublic. Sun Yat-sen and other
' revolotionartes secured a'reoublic Wtﬁhout prolonged civtl
war and foreign interventiOn ‘However look1ng carefu]]y at
the Edict and the Articles of Favourable Treatment a numben
of problems w111 be perceived. ”t»[“ ' . 2 \
F1rst1y the word abd1cat1on*-ie not usedvin the Edictﬁ
'.InStead,<1t uses the words fretire into a life of 1eisure.“v
In the opinion of oertain,Chineee‘scholars, it‘implied‘the .
posstbj]tty of’a return to the throne by the;Manohu.53;/ ~
SecondTy;.the-imperial edict stated‘that sinoe "the magority
~of the people favour the estab11shment of a republlcan form
of government" the Court wou]d hand over the sovere1gnty to
‘the people and declare that the Const1tut1on shall

’henceforth be repub11can In the Articles of Favourable
Treatment of the Ch’1ng Dynasty granted by the republloan
government, the Manchu Emperor was still allowed to ma1nta1n
the monarchical title. Some quest1ons‘must be asked. Did the
.'abdication mean the end of the monarchy or the end of‘the

.‘Ch’1ng rule? Was the Ch’1ng dynasty overthrown by the

revolution, or‘d1d 1t vo]untar11y ‘retire. 1nto l1fe of
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Jeisure" becauee ofrpopular demahd° Was the republic created
by an Imper1al Ed1ct or by the revolu'nonames'7 94

The London Tlmes reflected the view of the Br1t1sh

Forelgn Office that "the Manchu Edict, which not1f1ed‘that
the dynasty had ceased te hule, never cthtituted,cohplete
: abdication. LOobho]es were always left for a possible

'restorat1on ‘195 ImmanQel Hsu makes.the following cemment:

-~

Their (the ‘Republicans) readiness to cooperate with
“the old elements, and their favourable treatment of
the deposed emperor, paved the way for future
attempts to revive the imperial system - by Yuan
Shih- K’a1 in 1915 and by Chang Hsun in 1917 96
The monarchists‘never retreeted frdm’their'positions
fo]]dwing the abdication of the Manehu in 1912, After the
fall of the dynasty, they became "restorationists.” They.
continQed to look for "1oophe]e5" that offered a chanee atva
restoratioh The 1nstab111ty of the Repub11c and the '
d1v1s1on of the country f1na11y provided the restorat1on1sts

with a good opportunity.
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. please see Peter Ward Fay, The Op1um War 1840-1842
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"Self- Strengthening: The Pursuit of Western Techno]ogy by
Kuo T’ ing-i- in the John Fairbanks, ed. Cambridge History of
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- Chapter 111 ‘ “
FACTIONS WITHIN THE RESTORATION MOVEMENT
: L Kalle
‘The restorationists in the early repdblican period can
'be d1v1ded 1nto five fact1ons The first faction, called the
Tsung-she Tang (Imperial Clan Soc1ety) was - formed by Manchu’
nobles like Shan-chi and P’u-wei and off1c1als 11Ke
>'f5heng4yun (former Governors-Genera1 of Kansu and Shensi).
Thees?cond faction was composed of former Ch’1ng government'
”‘off1c1als. Th1s faction was d1v1ded 1nto two groups. Innthe,
first droup were the officials who refused to serve in the

o

new republican goVernment and named"themselvesll-lao-- the
‘1oya1 officiafsvof the late dynaSty.? This group was B
'representéd berao’@af-hsuan, Hu Ssurching; Liu T'fng-shen,
Sheng Tseng chih, and Cheng Hsiao-hsu. The other group,'the“
o]d bureaucrats was composed of old Ch’1ng officials who
i cont1nued‘to serve in the new repub11can government Chang
Hsun; Hsu Shmh-chfang and Feng Kuo-chang be]onged to this
:group.‘The third;restorationisf facfion'was'called the
"Forbidden City faction" and was comoosed'of Ch’igé
officials'who ‘continued to serve in the imperial court in
the Forbidden City. They were represented by Chen Po-shen,
- tutor of P’ é-y1 The fourth one called the Monarchy
Republican fact1on was led byﬁK’ang Yu-wei. The final
;restorat1on1st factlon was‘the dapanese Ron1n (unemployed
'samura1) represented by ?awash1ma Nan1wa, Mumekata Kotaro,

and Tsukuda Nobuo. 2 3%31.
. /< , ‘;‘jy
k R I
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Tsung she Tang 'a “
As ment ioned in the 1ntroduct1on the Tsung she Tagg

was formed by the nobles of the Imper1al Fam1ly and former

voff1c1als of Manchu or1g1n The or1g1n of. the name of

0

Tsung- she Tang (Imperlal Clan Party) is not clear Sources
provide l1m1ted background of the Tsung she Tang Lo
Ch1en-nung s The Pol1tﬂcal H1story of Ch1na 184@ 1928

descr1bes the or1glns of Tsung she Tang as follows

As the rumour of the emperor 5 dbss1 le ‘abdication
- spread, some of the nobies, espec1ab‘y Tsai-t’ ao,

Liang-pi afd T’ ieh-1iang grew angry with.Yuan.’ The
direct result.of this discontent was the appearance
_of the - Imper1al Clan Soc1ety ( Tsung- she Tang). ?

u,
v

Chang Kuo-Kanﬁs Hsin—hai ko-ming shﬁh-liao records "As the

news of the abd1catlon of the emperor spread the members of

the- 1mper1al famlly becamq &ery angry Therefore, they

grouped themselves together and came. 1nto belng as the

Tsung she Tang'"4 Some . sources S1mply\recorded ‘the name
Tsung she Tang w1thout ment1on1ng its qQrigin. For 1nstance,

B.L. Putnam Weale in.-his book The F1qht for. the Republic. of

ghigg'stateskthat "In,the North.Western Prov1?ces.:and rbw
Manchuria and Mongolia, the so called: Tsung-she Tang or
Imperial Clan Soc1ety intrigued perpetually to create s
risings whlch wou 1d hasteh the restoratlon of the fallen . -

house. "5 With the lack of. explanat1on in.sources, one must

infer the or1gln from the term ﬂL1terally Tsung-she'implies

loyalty to the Imperial clan and Tang means party Cha

Shih-chieh g1ves an 1nference oF the or1g1n of Tsung -she

Tang from the term 1tself “In the late Ch’lng dynasty. the

et

L
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mempers of the imperial family hoped to protect the,

politidal power of théAManchus and mqintain the monarchia]l

);ystem. They could not tolerate the forced abdication of the

Ch’ ing ehperon and with a hope of restorihg the giory of the
Ch'iné dynasty, they formed this political organization."®

-Affer‘thevoutbreak of the revolution in 1911, the

»Tsung-she Tang became the main obstacle tolthé abdication of

the Mahcﬁu emperor.'During the imperial\conferencesvin
danuaby 1912, Liang-pi, Pcu-wéi and Shén-chi were the Chiéf
opponents of the ébdi¢ation of:thé Manchu~emperor: No
conclusion could bé reached»becaﬁsé of their opposition. The
assassiﬁation‘of‘Liang-pi»by‘a revo]utioqary‘bn dahuary 26,

however , dealt a blow td‘the Tsung-she Tang. Many of its

v‘members'became concerned for their safety and fled Peking or

. . . : ~ 4
went into hiding.” The remainder remained behind in the

- court ahd Kept sf]ent.

Yuan Shih-K’ai'succeeded in persuadihg the Ch’ ing Court

" to abdicate after the removal of the opposition from the

“court. The members of TsUng*she.Tang were not despondent.

Under the leadership of P’'u-wei,  Shan-chi and Sheng?yun, a
series of‘conspirgcies were planned aimed to overthrow the

Eepublfc and restore the Manchu'emperobf In order to better

understand fhe'Tsungishe Tang, it is neceéséry here tb make

a brief introduction of the prominent members of the

-+

P'u-wei was the grandson of Prince Kung® and shared his

open mind. In his early years, P'u-wei had been involved ‘in
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the affairs of ppium prohibition. After the outbreak of‘the
revolUtion he became a central f1gure within the Tsung -she
Tang and f1erpe1y opposed the abdication of the emperor
When the Ch' ing court f1na11y decided to use Yuan Shih-K' ai
- in order‘to-comprom1se with the revolut1onar1es,,P u-wei
left Pekihg fob’Gehman-kpCCUpiedstihgtao in.Shantuhg
because he was afraid fpf‘his safety.?® P u-wei sopn became
thé leader of the restprationists in.Tsingfao because of hie?
ahohph:b]%?status. | | o | |
Sh%pachi was” a Manchu‘noble and succeeded to his
father s ranK as_Prince Su in. 1898.. He was also well] known
-for his open mindedness and virtue. Shan- ch1 was serv1ng in
the Civil Affairs Department when the revolution broke out.
Dur1ng the Imperial Conferences, he’and P'u-wei were the
mostireactiohary f%gures‘ih opppsing the abdication. After
,fhe abdication, Shan-chi escaped with the he1p of his
Japanese friend Kawashima NaniWa, a Ronin, and went to
.dapanese-held Lushun in Liaotung Penih;ula;fO After the
egtablishment of the repub]ic,‘Shan;chi remained faithful to
the idea of the restoration. With the help of Kawashima
Naniwa, Shan-chi co-operated with the dapaheee to separate
Manchuria and Mongolia from China. »
| Sheng-yunlwas the Governor-General of Shensi and Kansu
at :the outbreak of the revolution. " During the revolution, he
~ fought b1tf8ﬁfy against the revolutionaries in Shensi. After

the announcement of the abdication of the emperor in

A‘February 19Q2 Sheng yun ‘went to Manchur1a and Mongolia and

Y
L
e
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 worked for the restoration.‘5 Ina1913. Sheng-yun conspired
with Russia to setQup a Manchu government in U]aniBatorﬁw{th
;himself“as Prime‘;§nister( The ‘plan was aborted beCause the
'RUSsian government was foo bugl,in the war in Europe.'?
| The members ‘of the Tsun? -she Tang were scattered over
Manchuria, Hupei, Ch1h]1 Shaniuab, Honan, Shensi, ~Kansu,
Kiangsu, CheKiang,yAnhwe1 and Fukien. ty Many small upr1s1ngs
were arranged by them, all of which ended in d1sad%ur due to
bpoor organlzat1on and lack of mﬂl1tary power . The on]y 1arge
scale military action prepared byMth Tsung -she Tang 'was the

Manchur1a\and Mongol Ind%pendent Movement ‘organized with the

help of the Japanese in 1916. - , \

FORMER CH' ING OFFICIALS

' (a) 1-1a0
 As mentioned in the introduction of this chapter, 'the
| Former Ch' ing Officials faption was divided into I-Tao (the
loyal officials of the late dynasty) and the old
bureaucrats The 1 1ao group cons1sted of formgr Ch' ing
| Qfﬂ1c1als who had refused to serve in the repub11can
- government. This group waS‘represented-by Lao'La1-hsuan,
fprmer minister of éoardiof.Civfl Service, Liu,T7ing-shen.
formerISUpervieor'ofvthe Capifa] School, Shen Tseng—chihf
former Commissioner of Education of Anhwei andeheng Hsiao-
hsu, former Governor of Hunan province. The-I-iaorhad‘
received’traditional Confucian education and'were

significantly influenced by Chinese culture and tradition.
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Most of the officials held the status of intellectual'with a
h1gh soc1a1 status in the society and were thus respected by
the populace |

o Surprising]y._most of the I-1ao were Chinese.'lt ts
strange that while one of the missions of the 1911
revolution was to expel the,Manchu, there were Ch1nese who
cohspired against the.republican”goyernment run by the1r

‘compatriots,uworking towards the ré&§toration of an alien
Manchu monarchy.QHo&'can one explain this;contradiction?

From a political point of view, the Manchu were
conquerors.and faced violent opposition from the Han

Chinese, espec1a11y from the 1nte1]ectuals tn coping with
'this oppos1t1on the Ch’1ng government used blood
repre551ve methods, 1nclud1ng massacres‘g and 11t§§g y’
persecut1ons 16 In addition the Ch’1ng dynasty used the
C1v1l Service Exam1nat1on to neutral1ze :he Chinese
intellectual oppos1t1on Therefore; on the one hand, the.v
Ch' ing dynasty suppressed the oppos1t1on ‘but on the other
. hand used high office and,peeragggko tempt the
.1ntel1ectuals.‘Graduale, the‘jntelleCtuals’ consc}ousness
of Chinese»identity dissipated and they began to co-operate
with the Manchu, the source of power and wealth. Gradually,
vthe Manchu and the Chinese intellectuals formed a mutually
‘beneficial re]ationship. As time passed Chinese officials
obtained the same opportunitieswas the Manchus, to become
high»officials Tseng Kuo- fan, "Li Hung-changi7 anthuan

Shih- K’a1 were good examples of this process. The Han



Chineee officjals, therefore, felt dratitude to the grace of
the:Manchu house and owed spiritual debt to it. The Manchus;
 to Chinese officials, were no longer an alien or conqueror
but rather the legal master of China and the source of‘poﬁer
and wealth Thereque when the Manchu dynasty was
overthrown, their sorrow and anger were not less than those

of - :
‘of the Manchus. . /_ _
| From: the cu]turaé poynt of view, a]thdugj;the Manchus

wer‘e al'i"en'sv. they w soon s1&c1zed ando ﬁ ‘illéited into
Ch1nese culture :Ihe M§ﬁ%hu g ,‘m\‘;{gse tMeir identity and

between a high c1v1l1zat1on and a low c1v1l1zat1en happened
In order to- qtab]1ze the1r po]1L1ca1 pOwer the Manchus’ .
adVoeated Confuc1anlsm hecause%ﬁe ideas of 1oyé1ty1 N
‘obedience, duty'and'moraTity Qere very useful tonan
~autocratic government to control the peogle,-The inf]uenee‘
.of western,ideas in theknineteenih cenfary menaced
traditional Cdnfdcfanism/and many inte]lectuals'rose'up
~against western learning. To these officials, the |
_esfabTishment of a republie was not ohly a‘transfer of
political power but also a symboi of the triumph of
westernization over trad1t10nal1sm 19 After. the
estab11shment‘of the republic, the I-lao never ceased -to

. attach evil to the republipgn per1od. The'I-lao s idea of
}restoration_aiso had an inclination of restoriné'traditiona1

Confucianism. It is not strange that a Marxist historian
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made the following comment: "Restoration needs to‘respect
-Confueiusvand the respect of Confucius is aimed at
restorat1on 20"

. The I-lao were scattered throughout large cities. such
as\Shangha1 Ts1ngtao Tientsin, PeKing and Nanking and
part1cxpated in var1ous restorat1on movements 21’ One of the
act1v1t1es of.the I- 1ao was the organ1zat1on of poetry - . “!D s
societies. Among them, the Sung Soc1ety, ‘the Hsi and Yat‘
'Soeiety were the most famous.?22? The I-]ao'used the getheriné_.'
of the.poetry societies‘to express their ﬁemefy of the
former Ch'ing dyna§ty and resentment aga1nst the repub11can
goverqment. For instance," W Ssu- cheng in his poem "The
Chant g{-San 1hs1nuated thet the snow was the républic and
"the sun the Manchu dynasty, and used the symbo]ism of the
melting of the snow ahd‘the rethrn of the sunvto infer that
the repub11c would f1na]1y collapse ‘and the Ch"ing dynasty
wou]d be restored again. '

The I- 1ao also advocated the rev1va] of Confucianism Jn
order to protect trad§i1onal culture. As ment ioned
before,I1- 1ao regarded the estab]1shment of the republic as
the tn1umph of westeen 1deas and the decline of traditional
Confucian ideas. In order to combat the heresy, it was

" important to rejuvenate Confucianism. In 1912,'Shen Tseng-

‘t

chih and other 1-1lao 1eadebs organized.K’ung-chiao hui (the
Society of Confucian Study) in Shanghai. Later, other study
societies such as K’'ung-she (Confucius Society), K’ung-tao

hui tSociety of Confucius Way) and Tsun-K’ung wen-she
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-

(Confucius Worshipping Society) were formed. 24

The I-1ao were also involved in writing essays
attacking the republican government and praising the'g]ory
of the Ch’ ing dynasty. Many I- lao members d1d not hide the1r
1ntent1on of restoring the ‘Manchu monarch. For example, Leo,f
Nai-hsuan in June 1%&4 pub11shed a book called Cheng-hsu

K’ ung-ho chieh (An Eiplanation of Republic, 'with a

"Supplement) ,advising Yuan Sh1h K'a1. the pres1dent of the
‘Repub11c to return the ]1t1ca] power to the Ch’1ng

dynasty Others like Liu T’1ng shen s Fu 1i ch1h -Kuan_Shu

(An Essay for the Restor1ng of the Ritual Inst1tute) ahd

' Sung Yu-yen's Wen-cheng Ch' ing-shih (RetJrn of the :

Administratiye Power to the Ch'ing Court) also advocated the
restoration of the Manchu emperohl?5_ s

Apart from intellectual activities, the‘i;]ao also
“tried to put their ideals into practice. Wen Su, the former-’
Grand Historian and famous I-lae member, wént to Ménchurfa
in June 1912 to persuade the Chao Erh-shun (former Ch’ing -
Governor-Genera® of Manchuriaf to help restore the Manchu
monarch by military action. Cheo,»however, refused Wen's
suggestion In 1913:Wen again“coﬁepired with Liu }’ing—shen,
P'u-wei and. Chang Hsun to overthrow the repub]1G¢%nd to
restore the Ch'ing. 1n71916, Liu T’1ng shen; Hu Chih- yuan26
- conspired with Feng‘Kuo-Chang and Chang Hsun planned ‘another’
attempt at restoration.?’ The details of these tw0'abortjve{

restoration movements will be discusseﬁ'in the: next chabfer.
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(b) 01d Bureaucrats

~The 01d Buﬂeaucratsbwere composed of the former Ch'ing
officials who'compromised with the revoluttonaries and
continued tomserve in the new repub11can government Thts
was an abnormal and strange phenomenon in h1stoﬁy Usua]ly,

r

when transfer of political power occurs in a revo1ut1on

e

power will be in the hahds of the revolut1onar1es The old

adm1n1strat1ve class has to w1thdraw from the pol1t1ca1

- arena. Even when some members of the old adm1n1strat1vet'

T '
power comprom1se with the new power, they cannot take posts

that -are powerful or influential. This was not the case in
China. After the establishment of the Republic in 1912 the.
revo]ut1onar1es gradually lost control of the government‘
The government was actually ih the hands of the "old
‘bureaucrats” led by President Yuan Sh1h K'ai.*In the first.
coa11t1on government all of the power ful m1n1stries*went to
Yuan S supporters and the revolut1onar1es obta1ned minor
positions. 28 Furthermore, most of the prov1nces‘1n China
were under the control of the former Ch’1ng off1c1als who
were w1111ng to make comprom1ses with the revolut1onar1es
after the outbreak A 1arge proportlon of them were- Yuan s

henchmen R
D ¢
*m,* Th1s abnorma] phenomenon was a result of an 1ncomplete

revo]utumxf; ﬁ ment1oned in the 1ast chapter ‘most
‘ "

frevolut1onar1es except for some 1nte1lectuals 11Ke Sun

o/.y .
Yat-sen thought- that the most 1mportant mission of the

ﬂrevo]ut1on was the OVerthrow of the Ch’ 1ng dynasty

PR
o

f‘_'.



Therefore, they were willing to compromise with the-old
officials headed by YuanvShih-k’ai for a peaceful transfer

of power. As a result, the creation of the republic was not
‘effected by the revolution but by the compromise between.the‘
»vrevolutionaries and. the oldvofficta]s.29 Therefore,'after

the establishment of the republic, the 01d Bureaucrats were

incorporated"into_the new system. The situation was

' wonderfuT]y iiiustrated in. Lu Hsun“s Story of Ah Q,which

| records that "the revolut1onar1es had entered the city;
there were no great changes in the tenor of th1ngs The
Ch1h hsien-ta- lao -yeh (the mag1strate) st111 rema1ned the
same official. The name of the off1c1a1 hav1ng mere]y been
Jchanged to such and such "an office". .

v»The Old'Bureaucrats came from traditiona} Chinese

society_and the jdea of monarchy had atread& been rooted-
deeply within. their hearts.3?' They did not faVour the &
'republican,system;;buﬁ, in order to preserVertheir power ;hd

wealth they were willing to make compromises with the

‘ﬁ't1onar1es ‘Nonetheless, theyzcontinued to feel ‘ =

1 Fformer dynasty.yAs a result{ many ot them

had, to aﬂcehiain-extent, restorationist inclinations.
The.Old Bureaucrats groups can also be divided into

’ t?;é@QSUb groups: the radicals, the hoderates and'the

heSﬂ ntsl The Radlcal group was composed of the former

uh’gpg-dff1c1als who had considerabte military power and

‘(

' “\1ih0ped to\use it to. br1ng about the restorat1on Th1s group

7
was repnesented by Chang Hsun, the main actor of the



restoration movement in 1917.<
/' Chang Hsun came from a poor family of the Southern
provﬁnce in Kiangsi.3? He joined the army during theh
Sino-French War ﬁn51884 In 1895, he helped Yuan Shih- K’a1
train the New Army at Hs1£§'chan in Chihli. 33 From then .on,
he became one. of Yuan s most 1oya1 supporters During the
Boxer uprising in 1300, Chang Hsun he]ped crush the»rebels
After the restorat1on of order in 1901 Chang was - ordered to
command his troops in escorting the 1mper1a1 family from h
$1an back to Pek1ng Dur1ng the tr1p, Chang won the special
- favour of .the Empress Dowager. After the 1mper1a1 fam1ly\vaf
reached PeKing, Chang Hsun was granted special honors by the
imperia]'family;jand his troops beoame part of the“fmperial
guard. From then om, Chang'Hsun,rose;rapid]y andgbecame a .
.htgh official. Thig can explain whyvChang Hsun.was so loyal
v to the imperial family even after its ahdication iq‘1912.34
At the time of the 1911 revolutiOn% Chang was - ~
Governor-General of Liang-kKiang (Kiangsi -and Kiangnan) and
high comm1ss1one& of military and foreign affa1rs 1n.
southern China. Chang: he]d th1s pos+ition unt11 the end of
the Ch’ing dynasty' After the establ1shment of the Republic,
Chang Hsun was given the ranK of genera] In 7913, he was
made m111tary Godgrnor of Kiangsu prov1nce; but thts_was
later changed to the title of inspector general of Yantze
provinces.?5' e, -
After the'establishment of the republic, Chang Hsun's

onjmary allegiance stilt remained with the Imoeria]'familyx

-
[}
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Chang K’ a1-yuan and Liu Wang- 11ng "Lun Chang hsun fu-
fu p'i ti MN-shih chi-yuan ho shih-pai ti pi-jan-hsing’ (A
the H1stor1ca1 Chance of Chang Hsun’
sin- ch1en she vol

March 1965 py 32.

12 Chungﬁhu hu-chu Chunq Kuo ch1n tai ‘shih: (A H1story of
Contemporary China), PeK1ng, 1977, p.521.

13. For det3ils, please see Pai Chiao “Tsung-she Tang (The
Imperial Clan Party) in den-wen yueh-k’an (hereafter cited ’
as JWYK) vol 6,No. 7, September 1935 and Hu Ping-seng,

pp. -4-32.

14. In traditional China, the 1nte1lectua] was ranked first
in the social ladder, followed ' by the farmer, worKer and
f1nally the merchant _ ~

15. 1In the beg1nn1ng of the Ch' ing dynasty, there were many
‘massacres. For instance, in 1645 when the Ch’ing army - :
captured Yangchow, there was an order of massacre for ten
. pays in order to punish the Chinese resistance. In the same
year, the Ch’ing dynasty promuligated an hair-cut ordinance
wh1ch ordered the Chinese to shave their forehead and’wear
queues. This order was specially designed tO destroy the -

. morale of the educated The result of this ordinance was a

Eu
16. Lwterary rsecut1on was very popular in the ear]y
Ch'ing. In t era, of K'ang-hsi, Yung-cheng and Chien-lung,
there .was a record of seventy to eighty cases. If the '
. content of an article or a poem was found memorizing the

"~ former Ming dyhasty, or libelling the Ch’ing dynasty or the

- emperor, not n]y the wr1ter but also h1s fam1]y cou]d bev

4

persecuted o . : -y

17. TsengQKuo fan was ay late Ch’1ng scholar and a m111tary
_man. He was famous in suppressing the Ta1p1ng rebels and ,

- rose-to-kigh office in the-civil service.. Li Hung chang als

promoted: to high post because of m111tary merit.: He defeat
the: T'a1p1ng and Nien rebellions respectively. Fnom 1870, he.

was Governor-General of Chihli and H1gh Comm1ss1oner of the_

Northern Ports

e .o

v;21 Chang K’ a1 yuan and Liu Wang ]1ng. "Lug Chang.Hsun fu- hf

20. Chang ‘K’ ai-yuan, "K'ung-chia-tien" Wen-wu No.-5.(1874)
p. 45. v . e N

p'i", p 33.

<

C 1arge amount of Chinese 1nte1lectuals was Kl]]éd N
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22. The 1n1t1atzrs of the Sung Soc1ety was Liu Sh1ng chao
and Cho Hsing-w Jih Society was organized by Shen .
Tseng-chih and Hsi Society was initiated by Chou Hsing-wun
and Yao Wen-chao. fFor details please see Liu Wang-l1ng.
Hsin-hai Ko-ming hou ti-chih fu-p’i ho fanvfu-p’'i tou-chenqg
- {(Thé.Rivalries between the Restorationists ang the
‘Ant1—Restorat1on1sts after the. 1911 Revolutton) Peking,
1978, p. 72. | : '

23. Ibid.

24. K'.ung-she (Confucius Society) was formed by Hsu Ch'i and
Kung-tao hui (Soc1ety of Confucius VWay) was organized by
K’ang Yu-wei. Tsun-K' ung wen-hsi (Confucius Worshipping
Society) was first initiated by a German Rizhard Wilhelm and
formed by Lao Nai-hsuan. For details please see Liu
Wang-1ling, Hsin-hai ko-ming, p. 73, .and Hu Ping-seng, ¥ .
Min-Kuo ch’u-ch’'i, p. 58. ' v

25. 1bid., Pp. 61-62.

- 26. Hu Ch1h yuan was a former official of the National
Academy: (Hanlin Yuan). After the establishment of the
republic, he refused to work in the republican government.
However, he worked as the secretary of Feng Kuo-chang, the
military governor of Kiangsu.

.27, Huiblng-seng, M1n-Kuo ch’u-ch" Qf 60 61. .
28.  In the f1rst coalition government the revolut\onar1es
could only take second place. All the powerful minister like
.foreign affairs, army, interior, finance and communication
all went to Yuan Sh1h£k’a1 s SUpporter The revolutionaries
only got the ministries, of agriculture and forestry, .
justice, educat1on anq industry and commerce. :

;29 Lin Ming- te d1h pen yu Hung- hsien t1 chih" (Japan and
the Hung-hsien: Monarchfca] System) in Chung-Kuo
hsien-tai-shi lun- chl edited by Chanhg Yu-fa lHereafter c1ted

% ‘as CKHTS), vol. 4, Taipei, 1980, p. 203.

.éﬁi;SOr Lu Hsun, "The Story of Ah Q" in The War. Cry by Lu Hsun

7 compied and annotated by dorgensen {Honk Kong, 1960),
p. 265. - : ‘ |

31 Hu P1ng seng, M1n Kuo ch’u ch';, p- 82

For deta1ls of Chang Hsun’ s life h1story. see h1s :
autob1ography 'Autobiography of the 01d Man of .the Pine-
‘Tree" Transl. by'Reginald Johnston in Twilight. in the :
. Forbidden City, and Boorman and Howard, eds . Biographical
“D1ct1onary of Republtean Ch1na :

a

"33, P]ease see *ootnote 15 in Chapter 2
L3 ) . . .

. ¢ . . i S e s
'\,



43 -Sun Yu-yun, "Fu-p’i yin-mou chi-shi’
" the Restoration Conspiracy] KMWH vol. 7, p.48. :

75

34. Boorman énd'Howard, eds., BioqraphicaJ}Dictionary 6f
Republican China, vol. .1, p. 69.

35. During the second revolution in 1813, Chang Hsun was
ordered to fight against the Kuomintang force and defend
Nanking. Chang won the battle and was appointed as the

military governor of Kiangsu province. However, when Chang’s

troops entered Nanking, some of them looted the city and’
injured some of the personnel of the Japanese consulate.
Under the pressure of the Japanese government,-Y:gpy
Shih-k"ai then replaced Chang by Feng Kuo-chang ‘the ‘
military governor of Kiangsu. ) oA ->

' 36. Johnson, Iwilight in the Forbidden City, p. 119.

37. Chiang Chihg-Kuo, Kuo-min Ko-ming chan-shih (A'Military-
History of the Nationalist Revolution) (Taipei, 1876), .
p. 88. . o ‘ : S

38. When Chang Hsun'ehtered'Nanking-in 7913, he got all the
ammunition left by the Kuomintang. Also, he deprived all the

_weapons from the Kiangning Arsenal. He also impor ted
i ammunition from Germany. See Chang K’'ai-yuan and Liu

Wangﬁﬂingl."Lun Chang Hsun fu-p’i", Hsinzchien-she 65 (March
19659 317 - . ' ‘ e

. * : . L
39. Ni Ssu-chun was one of the prominent leaders of the
radical faction. He also belonged to the Peiyang clique. In
1913, he defeated the Kuomintang in Anking and® was appointed
military governor of Anhwei, but was then transfered to the

“title of Inspector General of Anhwei.

40. Lu Yung-t’ing belonged to the hesitant faction. He was
appointed as. Inspector general of Kwangtung and Kwangsi
after the establishment of the Republic. In March 1917, he
went to Peking to visit P'u-yi and was granted special .
favour of riding horse in the Forbidden City. From thenh on, -
he was also looked on as comrade by the restorationists. For

.-details please see Wo-ti chin-pan seng [My First Part of
Life] by Asisin-Gioro'P'u-yi, Peking, 1965, p;'447,

41, On Hsu Shih-ch’ang, see Boorman and Howard, Biographic]

Dictionary of Republican China, vol. 2, pp: 136-138. For a
critical biography of Hsu Shih-ch’ang, please see Shen
Yun-lung Hsu Shih-ch’ang P’ ing-chuan (A Gritical biography

of Hsu Shih-ch'ang) Taipei, 1979. .

~'42.“Ch%ng-mfn,*ﬁsu Shih*éhang'(ﬁéntra1jBooR Store,u1969f;

¥
]

45. For Feng Kuo-chang's life, .see Boormdn and-Howard;v,‘J

-
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v, B1oqraph1cal D1ct1ona&y of Repub11can Ch1na vol,'2.
pp. 24-28. .
46. 1bj 26;’: )

.-L1u Wang l1ng, Hs1n hai Ko- mlnq p. 319.

 Hu P1ng seng, Min-Kuo ch’u-ch’i, p. 47.

~l

. X
.-A1s1n Gioro P'u- yi, From Emperor to Citizen vol. 1

50. Ibid. (

51. Ferfdetails of K’ ang YU -wei's life, see Boorman and
Howard, B1oqraph1ca1 Dictionary of Republican China vol. 2,
PP . 228 232 : :

52. K'ang Yu-wei went to Japan in order Yo gain Japanese
support to rescue the emperor. However, five days after his
arrival, the Okuma ministry fell. Kang therefore decided to
seek help from America. . : ‘

53 Lo Jung-pang, ed., K'ang Yu-wei:. A Biography and a
| xmgos1um Tuscon: i ity of Arizona Pressﬁi1967)”

p. 181. o ’

54. Ib1d , p. 204.

55._When "Ch1u-wang lun" was sent to China for publishing,
there was no publisher agreed to print it. Final]y in
October, the Ch’ing government promulgated its 19 Articles-
of Fa1th Kang’'s essay was finally accepted for publ1cat1on
'Please see Lo dung pang, - K"ang Yu-wei, ’p 204 '

i,'_56, -:218.219- ffbtf\Q

&' .

58. K’ang Y§j3e1 in the preface -of Pu-]en explained the
reasons of publishing this magaz1ne *“1 cannot bear to see
the sufferings of the people ... the gradual alienation of
our country ... the decline of mora]1ty . -the corruption
of the government ... the abahdonment of OUF cultural

“heritage ... .the chaos of partisan str1fe . & .-and the danger -

of nat1ona] ex@ﬁnct1on

M

Lo dung -pang; . K’ang Yu wei, p. 225,

SQi Hu P1ng seng,'M1n Kuo ch'u ch" p 75.
) Gbr'Please refer to footnote 58 ".‘ S
761.:Hu P1ngvseng, M1n Kuo ch'u- ch" ‘p.:75;
'6;2'-.|1b1c’1_. ] _-*V |
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72, 1bid.

- 63.,lbid., p. 78. .

<

t, -

' ’64.nLo'dung-pang. K'ang Yu-wei, p. 2é3"-,

' 65. For detail of Kawashima's 1ife history,‘seéﬁhansén: Sun

‘Yat-sen and the dapanese,?p. 138. W

66. Japan was the chief ‘advocate of Pan-Asiarmism. It is a
.concept which stresses the uniqueness of the Asian
“geographical or ethnic entity. According to a Pan- Asianist,
‘'there are distinguishing characteristics, that constitute,
Asia. Pan-Asianism is based on the idea that the people of
Asia, who have the "same race and same writing system” can
unite and cooperate together under Japanese dominance. The
‘cooperation wi-ll be due to the common fear of Western
imperialism. ’ - o

67. Jansen, SuhLYat-sen, p.‘139.

68. Hu Piﬁg-Sehg.,Min-Kuo ch’u-bh'i, pp. 106-107.

- 89. Uchida Ryohei belonged to the expansionist faction of

the pan-Asianism. He was the president of Kokuryukai .(Black -
‘Dragon Society) which"aimed at preventing Russia’s “
penetration into Manchuria and made it a Japanese territory.

70. Miyazaki Toten bé]onged to the idealist fattion of. the
pan-Asianism. He was a good friend of Sun Yat-sen -and helped
the revolutionaries in the Chinese revolution of 1811,

71. Tsou Nien-chih, transl. "Chang Hsun Yu Tsukuda Nobuo" -
(Chang Hsun and Tsukuda Nobuo) in l-chiu-i-ch’i-nien '
ting-szu ching-ti fu-p’i shih-%tiao lui~pien compiled by -
T7sun-ts’ ui hsueh-she (Hong Kong: 1977) (Hereafter cited as
- TSCT), p. 176. : E P ! L
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73, théng K'ai-yuan and Liu‘Wéﬁg{ﬁing. "Lun Chang Hsun fu-

cplitop. 320

74. Cheng Hsiao4ﬁgu "CHéhg'Hsiab-hgu ping-ting jih-chi®
(Diary of Cheng Hsiao-hsu in 1916 and 1317) -in TSCT,*p. 128.

© - 75. Hu Pihg~éenq,”Min?Kuo'ch‘u-gh’iL p,-76u--"m

. 76. In February 1817, Lu:Chung-yu went to Japan bearing Hsu

Shih-chang’'s proposal of restoration in order to 'test the
attitude of™the Japanese gguernment. Hsu's proposal ‘was to-*
select a regent from the high rank Chinese official who had

. ’held the position not lower than member of Grand Council. At

that time, onty Hsu had this qualification. Another proposal )
was that to select a queen- from the daUghtegz of the Han
'Chjnese,bffdciqls;‘lf‘Hsu‘was_appoin&sd~as~r gent, it was
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natural that his daughter. wou]d become the queen For

detail please see Li Shou-K'ung, Kuo-min ko-ming shih (A’

History of the Nationalist Revolu%1oh3 (Taipei, 196§),
R. 295 . _ . ,

-77. Chang K'a1 yuan and Liu Wang 11ng, "Lun Chang Hsun fu-
p'i", P. 39. ' .
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‘Chapter IV
THE RESTORATION MOVEMENTS BEFORE 1817
' _ P : T
v o o
As mentioned in the 1ast7chapter; the revolutionartes'
?cxnﬂd not contro1 the government after the success of the
# revolut1on They tooK second place 1n the first coa11t1on
'government Yuan Shih-k’ai, the pres1dent of the repub11c,
however, soon found that he was no better off than the
revo1utionar1es.‘Alghough he could control the centra1..’
gOVernment in Peking,'he coujd not‘solve?thefprob]em of the
autonomy of the provinces that had existed‘in the 1ate g
Ch"ing per1od espec1a11y.after the Boxer upr1s1ng of 1900
-After the revolut1on themprov1nces were contro]]ed by 1ocal.
‘miljtary_leaders_who had declared 1ndependence or neutra]1ty
during therevolu.tion.3 The republican government had no:‘
choice but to're-appoint them as militaryrgovernors.'Theyb
then becamee"1ocal emperors"-ﬁn their territomﬁesfand |
controlled polittcaT. economic and mititary affairs.* They

submittedfto‘the central government as 1ong as their powers

were not d1stunbed ‘Among the provinces in China, those that

- were controlled by the- revo]utlonar1es - such as Kwangtung,k_ _f

Klangs1 “and Anhwer - were h1ghly 1ndependent and d1d not
.want centra] governmental 1nterference in the1r 1nternat
‘daffatrs They probably did not trdist Yuan Shih- k‘a1 Jhe‘f
;prov1nces that were contro]led by Yuan s henchmen were.qo)
'gd1fferent These prov1nc1al leaders, 11Ke Feng Kuo chang 19

Ch]h]l. and’ Chang Hsun in-the Hwa1 River reglon also

. o R . . . 4“;,”".".” . . . L
c o . . -..“." -, ) - . o K o “ﬂ ‘ . W .



' ma1nta1ned thetr spheres of 1nf1uence 5 The country was
"un1f1ed in. name'but d1v1ded in fact As descr\bed by Ernest

”'AP Young, the ear]y repub11c was only a ’de facto_"

vconfederat1on of prov1noes

ot

The autonomy of the prov1nces not only/created ’
A

adm1p1strat1ve prob]ems for the centra] government ‘but also

R4

'brought ftnancaa] d1ff1cu]t1es The newTy estab]1shed

)

:-repub11c 1nher1ted an empty treasury from the Ch'ing

”dynasty The taxes ra1sed by the central government were,

14

'7;11m1ted Some taxes. ]1Ke the: mar1t1me custom revenues and

part of the Tand tarxff were under control of fore1gners as~Y

?i;secur1ty aga1nst 1ndemn1t1es and loans 7 Other taxes. such |
,.as»salt gabe]le and the 11K1n (Internal tax on goods in -

tfrtransit) were poorly administered and, therefore, oqu.notﬂr

"fbe re11ed upoh as a pr1nc1pa1 source of revenue. 3 The

central government had to rely on taxes from the prov1nces

The provwnces tr1ed to evade tax respons1b111ty because they

fneeded the money to support their armies.® According to

H G.W. WOodhead no prov1nce rem1tted the land tax tb

Peking. 1° The repub11c needed about 23 m1]11on doTlars a

. month, but the month]y 1nébme was only' about etght million -

vbdollars, creating a def1c1t of about 15 m11110n doTlars

Therefore, the government had to rely on loans to survtve

l) L)

Yuan h1h K’at exhausted all means to regain the power'wf;
’already lost £rom the prov1nces In the au{umn of 1912 Yuan '_T
attempted w1th ltttle success, to repossess the author1ty |
'vof app&g\twng c1v11 off1cmals 1n the prov1nces In Novembec

R PR N

t
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1912"Yuan again requested the provincial governmknts to

submi t the appo1ntments of county mag1strates to the ceﬁtra]
government for approval There wash however, no response

from the prov1nces 12 Yuan gradua ly lost pat1ence with thef

&

d1v1s1on of the country, he des1red to untﬁy\the country

under h1s persona] control 13 Desp1te the selfish purpose
’ \
'Yuan -3 monarch1ca1 movement was due partly to his 1dea of

I3
-

anat1ona1 unﬁfléat1on and stab1l1ty 4

| The cond1t1on of the. central government was far more -,

L) o

1:*;d1scourag1ng than the 51tuat1on in the prov1nces According

to the prov1s1onal constttut1on there was to be a
R

| mpar11ament elected w1th1n six months of the format1on of the -

»government ‘In- August 1912 under i@ Ieadersh1p of Sung
. Chiao- Jen‘5r the Kuom1ntang (Nat1oé¥%1st Party) was formed -
by.. the amalgamat1on of the T’ung megg hui and’ other smal.l

part1es to part1c1pate in the e]ect1on 16 In the elect1on of

1812, -the Kuomintang ga1ned a maJor1ty ove, ; e'oppos1tton

part1es - the Republ1can Party, Un1f)catt;‘ 3‘ty'and the 3
Democrat1c Party | ' ) \
Sung Ch1ao jen d1d not oppose Yuan Shf; ‘ai beComtng

preswdent but wanted the country to be.gu1ded into a
'constltutlonal andaparltamentary form of government in order
"'ato check the posstble abuse of power of the presxdent
.Yuan was,extremely upset by the. results of the elect1on
yFrom his p01nt of view, the control of the parllament by the |
:Kuomintang was a h\hdrance to his’ efforts at. stren hening:
1.the~central government,@ndtun1fy1ng the country.’ﬂ-on-March“

: T e e e : A
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20, 1913, Sung was murdered at the Shangha1 Railway Statlon
The p]ot had been 1n1t1ated by Yuan. 2°

The removal of Sung Ch1ao-3en d1d‘not end Yuan'Shih-., 7

_ ktai's'concerns because the power of the Kuomintang grew'day i

by day' In order to check the Kuomtntang. on April 26 1913

Yuan negot1ated without the consent’ of the parl1ament a
reorgan1zat1on loan" of 25 m1111on from the Five Power -

Banking ConSortium 21 The members of the Kuomintang arose in

an uproar and requested that par11ament not. pass the-bill.

Par11ament f1na11y had to pass the b111 after betng

‘threatened by Yuan’s m111tary power A S

Yuan s d1ctator1al ru&e f1nally aroused oppos1tton from*
the Kuomtntang In duly 1913, Sun Yat- sen 1aunched a
revolution in the south aga1nst_Yuan to protpct democraCy
~within the'country.'This‘was later known as the “Second |
Revolution" Yuan's military strength was’far~suoerior toi'
‘that of the southern revoluttonar1es 23 The revolutlonarles
were defeated W1th1n a few months and’ the rtng leaders
1nc1ud1ng Sun Yat sen and Huang Hs1ng. were ex11ed again.

The' 1nstab111ty and d1v1s1on ‘of the repub\1c thus :
"prov1ded a good chance for the restorat1ontsts After the‘
abdicatton.ofﬁthe_Chflng_dynasty-1n 1912 w1th the country
still in turmoil, p'h—weé a member “of the Tsung-she Tang,
‘consp1red w1th Chang Hsun and Sheng yun to act1vate a »
restoratron mdvement in Tsxnan Shantung prov1nce. According}h
to the record of Wen Su, a famous I- 1ao the day‘ottthel ‘
‘.ﬂ'restoratlon was  sét for_Apr1l,9th,g19!3t?‘ KZAngtYulwet‘ S

. . L . .
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became Known to Yuan and he blocked the railway line to“

Tsinan in order to stop Chang Hsun s army from. go1ng

-
N
"
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participated in the plot by persuading the mi]itary !

governors to Jo1n ‘the restorat1on attempt. Among them. Feng

Kuo-chang was most fasc1nated by the idea.?5 The consd%{acy
TJ

north.26 The restoratlon was -then temporar1]y shelved. 'ﬂqh

The Second Revolution in 1913 prov1ded a new chance for
the restorat10n1sts to bring about a counter— revo]ut1on
During the Second Revo]ut1on, Yuan Shih-k'ai ordered Chang

«

Hsun’ to attack the revo]ut1onar1es in Nank1ng Chang then

: proceeded to use this opportun1ty to carry out the

restorat1on His plan was to occupy the area north of the

Yangtze river, join with the forces of Feng Kuo-cheng and to

_bring-the Manchu emperor back to the throne. 27 Chang

captured some zones such as Ching-Kiang and Yang-chou north

of Yangtze but he d1d not wait for Feng before he attacked

Nanking because he wanted first honours in the restoration

movement .28 When his army left- the captured zones north of'

the Yangtze,'Yuan’S'army_immediately}moved in. Even though

‘Chang'succesefully captur d Nanking, all of the zones north

of'the Yangtze were alre

y in the hands of Yuan.2® The
restoration movement was quickly abor ted.
At the same time as hang Hsun's restoration plot in

1913, the'members of the_Tsung-she Tang wenefalso planning a

’ restoration It was called'the ManchUria-and MongolianQ

Independence Movement The ch1ef consp1rator of this

movement was Shan chi. When the Ch’1ng emperor abd1cated 1n
y - e . ..‘- -A ' ' ) )

% : C
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1912, Shan;ohi was in Lushun with Kawashima Naniwa. He was
‘solangered b?_ghe abdication that a plan was worked out,

| with the help of Kawashima, for the independence of
Manchuria and Mongolia. Shan-chi would set up a regimevin
"Manchuria while two Mongol princes WOutd estab1tsh a reoime
in Mongolia.3?° Kawashima sought'further'help from"dapanese
Army'headquarters in Tokyo. The General Staff gave tacit

: permission'and.seht out several'officers to asstst in the

project. 3 Artreaty was theh signed with one of the'MohgoT

ces 1nd1cat1ng that Japan would g1ve ‘economic and

m 11tary support %o the restorat1on1sts in return for

-ensured Japanese primacy in Manchuria and_lnner Mongolia. 3?2
At;ghe eno of February 1912 Kawashima receﬁved a:wire

:from thg%Assistant Chief of the General Staff requesting his

" return to\gapan In Tokyo he was told that the Japanese .

_ cab1net Hgd discovered the plan and had ordered it to be

stopped at once 33 Kawash1ma 1nterv1e%ed Foreign Minister

Uch1da in an effort to persuade him to sanot1on the plan.

Uchida, however toid Kawash1Ma %hat dapan was enter1ng the .

1nternat1onal loan consort1um to make a loan to the newly

estab11shed republlc. Thus, the restorat1on was

1nappropr1ate at that time.34 Uch1da further 1ndi¢ated that

an official proh1b1t1on would‘be 1ssued if Kawashlma

insisted on carrying out the_movementu

p‘ Nevertheless, the independenoe movement in Inner

‘,Mongolia‘intensjfied, even'with the abSehce oszaWashima. On

May 24.‘1912;.weapohs were sent over the'mountaihs‘of}déhol
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“to prevent The1r detect1on by the Ch1wese and dapanese
governments 36 The rebels went with the weapons in order to
protect them The plan became Known to Chao Erh-shun, the
military governor of Fengt1en who sent an army to crush the
rebels. After several battles, the. rebels were defeated. 370;

The fatlures of the restorat1on movements of 1912 andQ ‘
1913 d1scouraged the restorat1on1sts temporartly Theﬁ Knew
that although the country was still separated and unstable,
their . m1l1tary power was too weak to carry out a
counterfrevolut1on. They bad to find a m1l1tary strongman:
-'Surprisingly, their'first choice was Yuan Shih-Klai, the
president of the republ1c o

After the‘defeat of the Kuom1ntang in the Second
'Revolutron, Yuan Sh1h-K’a1‘eas1ly won the election on
Dctober 10 1913 and formally became president. The
Parltament dom1nated by the Kuomintang members. was still a
b threat. to his d1ctator1al form of rule On October 21, 1913_
. the parl1ament promufgated the Constitution whwch adopted
-the Cab1net system 1nstead«of the pres1dent1al system in
.order to check the power of the pres1dent In response YuanA
: outlawed the Kuomintang on November 14 and revoked Jthe T
| qual1f1cat1on of the Kuomintang members as parllamentartans
onvthe excuse of thexr consp1rator1al 1nvolvement in the -
Second'Revolut1on At the begtnn1ng of 1814, parl1ament was
flnally dxssolved and replaced by the Nat1onal Qonference.

dominated’ by«Yuan. In March’ the Nat1onal Gonference rev.sed

'the_tgtzlpr0visfonal constxtutlon and promulgated the .

-



86

Constitutional Compact two months later, extending, the

pregidential. term to ten years and permitting the orésjdent-

.

the right to nominate his own successor. From then on, Yuan
became a dictator.
~From 1913 to 1914, eépOCially in 1914, Yuan Sh1h K'ai -

carried out a series of actions that made the

,restorat1on1sts think that he was a closet restorationiSt.‘f\LJ

#+ After the estabiishment ofythe republic 'in 1912, Yuan
. . . S~ . o Cor
- repeatedly assured the Ch’ing court that the republican

v

government wou]d agide'by the Article of Favorable
Treatment 38 On P/u- y1 s birthday, Yuan sent spec1a1 envoys
{jto convey h1s congratu]atlons Upon the death of the Dowager
o Lung-yu on February 22, 1913 ~Yuan wore a black arm band and
| instructed off1c1als to wé%r mourn1ng clothee for
twenty- seven.days AT off1c1a1 bu11d1ngs had to 1ower the
flag for ahoZrﬁod of.commemorat1on 38 After w1nn1ng the

election of 1913, Yuan Shihhk’ai sent a report to P'u- y1

:;exp]a1n1ng that he wou 1d 1ead a good government and str1ct1y
\A\ﬂ-'l

enforce the Article:of Favorable Treatment . 0

i~ 1Tloyat to the Ch’lng court and would restore the Manchu
'i:nOnarch given the chance. As recalled by P'u-yi, the Ma@chus

in the Ch"ing court thought that:
Yuan agreed(to a repub11c as a trick to defeat the
south, that” the term used for my dication might
rea11y=on1y mean a temporary retir@hent, and when he
referred to "rumning a republic” it meant’that it

4 PO
was only an experlment ! - »



o T A N t .
» c ' - . o
In 1914 Yuan Sh1h K’a1 s act1ons further created excitement L
"among the restorat1on1sts At the New. Year redept1on of l’ s
1914 Yuan s ch1efaoff1c1als wore court robes former!y used
for Manchu ceremon1es 42 Yuan also reverted to the use of
~ .
»feuda1 adm1n1strat1ve txtles The government off1c1als were
to be class1f1ed 1nto n11e grades -- three grades of Lords
':Pres1deng)(Ch’ing) .three of SeOretar1es of State (Ta- fu)
and three of Honorable Compan1ons (Shih)
| Acé%rd1ng to the I 1ao Yuan Sh1h K'a1 'S rev1va1 of old

-
customs was aimed at pav1ng the way for the Manchu

"hrestorat1on Théy thought that ;uan had comprom1sed wwth thel
revo]ut1onar1es in 1912 wn-order to reser*e hls m111tary
%‘.wstrength and protect the &mperuﬂ House They thought that
_fwhen his m1l1tary powen\was sufflc1ent to contro] the
._"country, Yuan was go1ng to restére the. Manchu monarchy 44
| -Yuan Sh1h K’a1 also estab11shed—an 1nst1tute to comp11e.
the Off]Cla] h1story of the Ch’1ng dynasty Chao Erh shun.
A jze former Ch’1ng V1ceroy of Manchuria, was appo1nted head )
‘inf the ;p§t1tute Chao had said pub11cly,v"I am a Ch’1ng tgf'
7_off1c1a1 - T edlt the Ch’ing h1story I eat the Ch’1ng rice,
and I dg the Ch’1ng bus1nes£ [s1c] "a's
The restorat1on1sts, espec1a11y the I- 1ao did not hpow

. the real 1ntent1ons of Yuan Shlh K’a1 but 1n,response to
LY :
4%an s loyal act1ons, the I- 1ao began to write essays

advocat1ng the idea of restorat1on In dudgftg14 Lao Na1-"

A

hsuan pub11shed h1s short bqu An Exp]anat1on of Republtci E

with a Supplement [Cheng -hsu kung-ho cLieh] 46 . In. the book ;
-”&; L . P
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7. Laqh1nd1cati§~that people d?d not real]y Know the true _

mea§1ng of- "kung -ho" and m1staKen1y thought that it meant
republ1canlsm In fact,,"kungzho" was a monarch1ca1 system
and had a lomg- term h1story in Ghina. In the Western Chou

"dynasty. 6ukes ehou and Chao ru}ed the COUntry for Emperor

'J-\ksuan‘7 wHen\the latter was too young to run the government

In Chinese h1story, ‘this per1od was- regarded as the years oh .

) “kung -ho" . Therefore, the “kung ho".system in Ch1na was. a

form of monaroh1ca1 system rather than a democratlc system

“The system meant that the m1n1ster temporar11y ruled the '

. country for the emperor when thi latter was st111 young |

k After exp]a1n1ng the mean1ng ofh}hung ho", Lao further

ady1sed‘Yuan Sh1h K'a1 to follow the example of Dukes Chou

and Chao and return‘the adm1nlstrat}ve power to~P'u-y1 when

" the latter was old enough. ‘ a | .

Lao Nai-hsuan requested Chao Erh shun to send the booK :

to Yuan Shih-k"ai. He also wrote 1etters-to Chou Fu and Hsu

Sh1h chang asK1ng them to persuade Yuan to fo]]ow his

adv1ce ~When the booK and- the 1Etters reached Yuan he

' s1mp1y 1nstructed Hsu to invite Lao to come to Pek1ng to

ﬂl!erve in the government as ‘an adv1sor 50

Encouraged by Yuan Sh1h k'“ai’s action, Ltu Ting-shenf a'

r /

| -‘famous I- lao pubtwshed in duly 1914 an art1c]e cal]ed FUa:&'
11 chih Kuan shu“ [An Essay for the Restorat1on of the\y |
R1tua1 Inst1tute] wh1ch denounced the weakness of the
republ1c and advocated the restd?atlon of the Manchu )

monarchy 51 Sung Yu Jen, member of . the Ed1tor1a1 Board of

. 1
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Nat1onal H1story, made a speech ent1t1ed "Wen- cheng
Ch’1ngsh1h" [Return of“the\Admlg}strat1ve Pow r to the

ACh’1ng Court] which advocated the same wdea 52

\.'\‘

Because of the act1ons of Yuan Shth K’a1 and. the I lao
the restorat1on 1dea was popular in Ch1na in 1914 en the
hdapanese newspapers pred1ct;d the com1ng of - the_
'frestorat1on 53 It was - not strange,,therefore. that people

called 1914‘mthe year of restorat1on" 54 |
W1despread rumours of the restorat1on causedﬁconcern
”“; among nat1ona1 government off1c1a1s On November 13 ‘1914,
Hsi Shou kang, an off1c1a1 of the: Inspeotorate proposed
vthat the rumours should be Jnvest1gated in order to avoid
_,1nstab111ty 55 Yuan Shih-K’ ai . 1nstructed the Home M1n1stry
» ‘toiJooK 1nto the matteru The investigation was‘carried out,
and_the first'victinrhaS“Sung Yu- jen. After interrogation;'
Sungbwas_sent back to'his—own town as punishment.55'The Sung,
incident-created widespread horror among the |
restorationdsts LaobNai-hsuan.decided'not to come to
.»Pek1ng 57 ThesCh’1ng court aﬁ@the Forb1dden C1ty was also 1n
‘pan1c and anxious that there would be no l1nk betéeen the
?Qourt and the restoratton1sts Court off1c1als were asked ton
'__cut queues and change the court un1forms " The Manchus also
,'ffrequested that republ1can troops be- stat1oned in thei~d
§\v' Forb1dden C1ty to 1ntercept the suspected rgﬁgoraéhonlsts 58‘
e Yuan‘Sh1h Kfa1, however d]d notiuant,to dig into the
,matter; On an invest1gat1on rep6rt,'Yuan wrote the enigmatic.
.words, “Rumours ahout a restoration are severely prohibited.

‘e

-

|
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but do not go 1nto them thorough]y “59 Yuan Knew that a deep
'Yinvestigat1on would br1ng harm to h1s own monarch1ca1
fmovement 23 Yuan further 1nd1cated that the rumours about
"the restorat1on were created by the nat1onal1sts 1nstead of -
'the 1 Iao because the former wanted to create 1nstab111ty |
in the country 61 - '

[3

Yuan Sh1h k'a1 Knew that hls monarch1sa] movement dould

never succeed if it was opposed by the dapanese government
‘dapan, therefore used Yuan s amb1t1ons to. further its. own
'demands on China. At that t1me dapan had dec1ared war on-

‘Germany andvse1zed German spheres of 1nf1uence in Ch1na -

the K1aochow Bay Observ1ng that the Great Powers were
‘occup1ed w1th Werd War and Yuan s persona] amb1t1on in the b
:monarchlcal movement,_dapan foundmthat it was a gonen
'opportuntty for‘her to exp]oit_Chtna. On danuary‘18, t915,
Kato, the dapanese Foreign Minister presented the Twenty-Qnel
Demands to Yuan Shih-K'ai which'enap]ed dapan to control
Shantung, Southern Manchurta;nlnner Mongotia and the Yantze
vatley-‘The‘ftfth group was'yapants attempt to cdntrot |
China’s potitics'and economy which inctuded employing
o "dapanese pol1t1ca1 m111tary and, onOmic.athsors, 3 .
”dv:controll1nd pol1ce adm1n1strat1on and punchas1ng at least
' 50% of her amun1t1dn from Ch1na 62 The Japanese government
”threatened Yuan that 1t wou]d support the Kuomintang if Yuan;
“a»d1d not accept the demands Yuan.,1n order to-obtain support .
- from dapan, f1na11y y1e1ded to the demands,'on]y w1th the

ejequuslon of the fifth group. Yuan_s acceptance of the
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,demands 1ed to the collapse of ‘his" cred1b111ty and ;.
,eventually brought about his downfa]l o H?T
|  In the autumn of 1815, the true 1ntent1on of Yuan o
'Sh1h k'a1 was graduall¥/exposed Dr. Frank d Goodnow the
‘pres1dedt of Johns Hopk1ns University and.an adv1sor of
;‘Yuan'sL presented Yuan with a memorandum d1scuss1ng
: governmental systems It was publisred.in the‘newspaper Asia
on August 11. Goodnow 1nd1cated that Ch1na. which had been'
accustomed to autocrat1c ru]e for SO many years, was not: |
,usu1ted to the republ1can syst m. In order to save China{'it
was necessary'for it to return to. the monarchjca]'system.'
Upon receipt'of_Dr} GoodnoW?s memorandum. Yuan instructed
~Yang Tu, the director of the Natﬁonal‘HistorYfBureau,Jto
:1 organize the Chtou-anehutsf'(ThevSociety of Planning %ohd A
Peace and Security) with the aim of putting the ﬁrestdent on “<I
the throne. . d - : . | - |
The Imperial House in the.Forbidden City finally
d1scovered that Yuarn Sh1h K’a1 was plann1ng for h1s own
enthronement Threatened by Yuan s 1ntent1on to become
emperor the Ch'1ng court then- comprom1sed w1th Yuan The
| Manchus agreed to support Yuan 1n becom1ng emperor in return
for'Yuan,s,guarantee to enforce the Article of_Favorable
Treatment,55 | N
On December 1t1 t915; representatives'from-all

provinces petitioned in the name of the people, that Yuan
Sh1h K*a1 become . the Emperor of Ch1na in order, to save the

-

country Yuan refused at the - beglqprng but ‘then .

| ? )

-
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‘frelUCtantly accepted for the benef1t of the people Yuan
declared:that the next year, 1916, was the beg1nn1ng of h1s
new reign The title of the dynasty was procla1med to be

_'Hung hsien (Glorious Const1tut1on) S .g/

N

Nevertheless, Yuan Sh1h-k'a1 monarchwcal movement

soon:. faced oppos1t1on from several quarters The f1rst

<

. oppos1t1on came from Ts’'ai O - the former m1l1tary governor

4

-f.of Yunnan, helped by his teacher Llang Ch'i ch’ao,s_6 who

declared the independence of Yunnan on December 25 1915
‘_and ass1gned an army - called the Nat1onal Protect1on Army to
f1ght aga1nst Yuan. Follow1ng Yunnan's. example, Kweichow
declared 1ndependence In coping w1th the-s1tuat10n Yuane
delayed h1s enthronement wh1ch had been scheduled for _ |

- January 1 1916 However the s1tuat1on gradually fell out
'of Yuan S control when . Tuan Ch'i—Ju1 and Feng Kuo-chang, on
wthe excuse of s1ckness..refused to become comman&ers of the
exped1t1on aga1nst the Nat1onal Protect1on Army 67 On. March

.15 Kwangs1 declared 1ndependence and other prov1nces such

-,

as Kwangtung, Chek1ang, Shens1 and Hunan followed su1t On -

':~Uune B, 1916, Yuan suddenly dLed of urem1a The monarchlcall
lmovement came to an abrupt end

What role d1d the restorat1on1sts play in the anti-

Yuan movement? D1d they use the 1nstab1l1ty of‘thetrepublic,

to achieve their goal of restoratlon?'lheselimportant
SN o '
Cluest1ons will be d1scussed next \»
In 1914 the restorat1on1sts were fasc1nated by the'

loyal act1on of Yuan Shlh K'a1 and changed the1r att1tude

>~



'from’anti-ito pro-Yuan. Once Yuan's real_intention-became
“Known, the.restorationistsiturned againstwhtm'and'uorked for
his destructton along with the revolut1onar1es |

When Yuan Shih- k’a1 proclatmed his Hung-hsten dynasty

in December 1915 L1ang Ch’i ch’ ao.and Ts' ai 0 were hesttantf‘

~ o in declar1ng the1r ant1-Yuan campa1gn because they were
‘wa1t1ng for the response of Feng Kuo- chang. the m111taryi
governor of K1angsu Feng s support was cruc1a1 and dec1s1ver
a1nfany ant1-Yuan campa1gn because of his strong m111tary
_power and status 1f Feng helped Yuan, the future_of.the e
'Nat1ona1 Protectlon Army was uncertaln Hu.Chi- yUan,:a”
u.famous restorat1on1st w1th1n the I 1ao fact1on and Feng s
fsecretary,'told L1ang that Feng was opposed to Yuan s
'monarch1ca] ambitions and desired to support ‘the ant1-Yuan
campa1gn Th1s was communlcated to L1ang by P’an Jo- ha1
VK'ang Yu-wei’'s student L1ang ‘then w1red.Feng and got his
conftrmation. L1ang,vtherefore. instructed'Ts'ai to declare .
independenCe, and the-ant1-Yuan campalgn began, Feng did not
‘:respond to the campa1gn L1ang f1nal]y found out that the
‘Ywhole 1nc1dent was a decept1on Feng knew nothtng abogg the

.campa1gn and the te]egram had been sent by Hu 68 Hu s

- -

'\fdeceptlve act1on was' very 1mportant 1n the campa1gn aga1nst,{,

'Yuan, 1t 1ed to 1ts early promulgat1on After Yunnan ;}‘
. declared 1ndependenc other,prov1nces soon JOlned and - thus
gconst1tuted the certa1n downfal] of Yuah. »
K’ang Yu-wei of the monarchy repub11can factton began »”'

,_to 1ntr1gue aga1nst Yuan .Shih- k’a1 1nned1ate1y after the

P
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proclamat1on of the Hung hsien dynzsty K’ang sent his

student P’ an do ha1 to Nank1ng to persuade Feng Kuo- chang to

rema1n neutral K ang also'Wrote to Js’ai O and adv1sed h1m

94

tto bui id up a strohg base in Szechwan before tak1ng any o _av

-mtlltary actlon 69 To a11enate Yuan, K" ang wrote to the

,.

vm1lztary governors of K1angsu, Shangtung, Chekxang. Hupeh

Hunan and FuK1en, urg1ng them to ma1nta1n neutra11ty K’ang

‘also tried to d1ssuade Yuan Shih- K’a1 from cont1nu1ng a]ongv'

" the monarch1st path.70

In Apr11 1916, when Yuan Sh1h- ai.trted_to obtain a

loan from Lee H1gg1nsoh and Compan of:the United States;
K’ang Yu-wei wrote to Thomas Sammons, the Amer1can consu]-
general in Shangha1 to adv1se h1m to forb1d the loan 71 In.
'the actual action, K’ang Yu- we1 sent his student Hsu Ch'1n
" to Canton to take part in the campa1gn against Yuanv:'

; Shih- -K' ai. K’ang s. wife even mortgaged her house and K
property in Hong Kong and ra1sed twenty thousand do11ars asf

.

m111tary fund.72 L o
i!\ K'ang ¥u we1 s ant1-Yuan act1on was, however. not to

: *jprotect democracy but “to create the cond1t1ons for a Manchu

l-restoratton The 1nstab111ty within: the repub11c enabled

'K’ang to advocate h1s conceptaof a t1tu1ar repub11can_

: monarchy On Aprrl 4 1916 K'ang publ1shed an essay w1th tf[f

the title "We1 kuo- ch1a ch’ou an ting- ts’ e [A Plan for
Natlonal Secur1ty]~1n-the Shanqhat-Weekly News.,ln;thls.

o essay. K’;2$ po1nted out the def1c1enc1es of

L 4
~epublican

/ttpolit1cs d advocated that on]y the a ion of a t1tu]ar

‘.
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republican monarchy would restore stability'to Chin§ 73

K'ang ¥u We( s essay ra1sed w1despread d1scuss1ons
_K’ang s,student, L1ang Ch'i- ch’ao wrote an art1cle called
'“P?i’fu-p’i lunf.[A.Refutatlon of the Idea of Restoration]
.to counteract htg teacher’s idea. In thehart1cle L1ang
denounced K’ang s not1on of restoratlon and 1nd1cated that‘
._tthe monarchy was no longer su1table for China. The 1dea of a

‘restoratlon was not advantageous to the Ch’1ng court for: it

iput the Manchus in a danerous pos1t1on 74 Why d1d L1ang. as
. a student of K’ang, oppose K’ang s 1deas° In fact the

division between K'ang and L1ang occurred after Ehe success
‘of the 1911 revolutlon K'ang st11] :ns1sted on‘the 1dea of
a tptular monarchy republ1can1sm after the repub11c was |
pfoc1a1med LIang,“however sh1fted to the repub11can camp,
‘entered the political arena, and.became the leader of the
'ProgressiVe Party. AccOrdingftoyChang P’eng-yuan, there were
iftuonreasons for Liang’s'change of attitude. First, ‘Liang .
trusted the democratic‘reoubliCan idea and thought‘that it
'*could bring democracy to the country Second the idea of
'c%nst1tut1onal monarchy was no. 1onger popular and most .
const1§ut1onal monarchlsts had already become repub11cans _
1f Liang cont1nued to follow K’ang s 1deas, he . would become'g;
;as 1so1ated as K'ang 75 In order to sudee hls teacher ‘
”L1ang again requested the m111tary governors of the four
_provinces of Yunnan, Kwe1chow -‘Kwangs i and Kwangtung 6 to -

issue a telegram denounc1ng K{ang s plan.-The te]egram read:

Refusal tO‘change ‘the national polity is the :
unanimous’ determination of the peopie. They did not
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<_—perm1t Yuan; the tra1tor ‘to become emperor"would

they permit another to do so? ... I1f there is. anyone - .
who still wishes to restore the Manchu emperor,: - '
T'ang Chi-yao and others will consider him a c n

. enemy and a tra1tor and he will be treated as

~such.77

- Because of‘theAfierce opoosit;on from the‘military
vgovernors,.K’ang temporarily stopped advocatwng the 1dea of
'_restora’1on | i » |

- Durlng Yuan Sh1h K'ai’s monarch1ca1 moyement , the',f'

members of the Tsung -she Tang and the Old Bureaucrats became

restliess. They wanted to* explo1t the swtuat1on to br1ng .

o about the restoratlon Through their efforts, the-second

Manchur\a and Mongolla Independence Movement -and Restonat1on
Movement of 1916 occurred. - : : ' v
‘At the time Yuan Sh1h K'ai proc1a1med h1s dynasty,
Shan-chi was in Da1ren conferrlng with Kawashlma Nan1wa |
»about how to explo1t the 1nstab111ty and br1ng about the <
.-1ndependence of Manchurla and Mongol1a Kawash1ma Knew . thatg
the dapagese government was opposed to Yuan Sh1h K'ai's |
monarch1ca1‘movement Thus. when Kawash1ma told the dapanese
government’about'the.1ndependence plans, the Iatter thought
-*thatﬁit woutdlbevuseful'to strike at Yuan’s'monarchical -
movement-andhset”up daoaneSe spheres in Manchuria and 4‘
Mongol1a A spec1a1 |>re1gn off1ce representa&&ve Morita
Kanzo, was sent’ out to take respons1b111ty ‘for the, plan.78
5The foreign m1n1ster a]so 1ssued an order to the off1c1als"a

~in the. northeast that ‘the dapanese government was go1ng to

give tac1t permission to dapanese c1v111an act1v1t1es in the

-~



~area to operate-agaihst Yuaan monarchiCal'System .Japanese
offtctals were to turn a bltnd eye to the act1v1t1es unless

they became too extreme 79 ~

N Through Kawash1ma s help. Shan-chi obtatned a 1oan of a

s

million yen ¥rom the ;atbatsu named Ohira Kthachtro in

"exchange for the. lumbertng rtghts in K1r1n and the Sungar1

R Rtver zone 1nvFengt1en if the restoratton movement was

successful 80.-Shan-chi used ha]f of the money to purchase
arms - from the Ta1he1 Company in-Japan Shan- Qh1 then used
~the. rest of the money to bribe’ BabOJ;!°2. a.Mongol loya1ist:‘
and a leader of bandlts to partlc1pate in the movement |
| At the end of March 1916 the. dapanese government sent
a m111tary de1egatton ‘to Manchurta to superv1se the plan
.The delegat1onvcons1sted of an Army Paymaster, Colone] Doi 1
Chinoshin, and Captain Koiso Kuniaki Many members of
'Kokuryukat ‘also went to Manchur1a to yelp 83 o ‘ 4 |

The rebels conswsted of Babogab and hts three thousand
Mongol1an cava]rymen,mdapanese‘off1cers and members of
Kokuryukat In July 19t6 the rebels ‘began tO”move'south'and :
“west from their encampment at Hat-la erh On duly 23 the
rebels attacked T u- chuan county in Manchurla but were
defeated by the troops from Fengt‘en The rebe]s retreated
f‘from the. county and went north. e+ -

At the same time the'poltcy'of thevdapaneSe government
changed,againpdue:to Yuan Shih-K’ai’s sudden death in June
1916. The Japanese government ‘decided"to help the Peking.

government headed by Li Yuan-hung,a?;the new'president-of

6
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‘the republic.®é Assistanoe to the restoration movement in

,'Manchuria and Mongolta was halted ’Kawashima Naniwa fiercely
fopposed the decisibn when informed by the dapanese o
\
government and’ reJected it. Undeterredﬁbthe Japanese

government ordered the proh1b1t1on of m1l1tary suppl1es to

“the rebels &7 |
By August the rebels had already reached Kuo- chia- t1en:
on the South Manchur1aJRa1lway Line about two hundred .
.k1lometers,north of Mukden. The rebels'fought there w1th the )
‘troops frOm,Fengtien{”Several_battleshoccurred and the . ’
rebels suffered'serious'casualttes 8?"J‘Tho.=,"tJa‘pan"'es"e mllitary
, author1t1es then proposed a ceasef1re to both s1des and EEE
agreed to sugerv1se the rebels retreat to Mongol1a Dn_

September 2, the Mongols retreated from Manchur1a to

Mongolwa under the superv1s1on of the dapanese army Bgny?l

However,vwhen the rebels returned to Mongol1a, BabOJab aga1nx
'attacked L1mhs1 county in Inner Mongol1a Dur1ng the -

f1ght1ng BabOJab was K1lled and The rebels completely

dlspersed 50 The second Manchur1an and Mongol1an CRA
1ndependence movement thus came ' to an end Y

fAt the same time as Shan ch1 s restorat1on movement ln
Manchur1a and Mongolxa, members of. the old bureaucrats
fact1on also engaged in resigyatlgn‘act1v1t1es The chtef
1n1t1ators of the restorat1on movement in.1916" were Ghang )
Hsun, the 1nspector general of Yangtze and Feng Kuo chang,

the m1l1tan<‘governor of K1angsu prov1nce o R
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,  The movement originated with Hu Chih-yuan, Feng Kuo-
chang's secretary. In Apn?$'19t6;'the anti-Yuan movement was
‘_at_its‘peak,,and the.independent provinces refuseﬁhtow; if’
recognize fuan Shih~k’a1 S presidency. Hu ‘used this chance
A\"‘\
to persuade Feng to -.co-operate with Chang Hsun to br1ng .
about the Manchu restorat10n Sheng yun granted ‘help. to the
.movement by arrang1ng f1nanc1al support from Mumekata,

'Kotaro -2’

"Feng Kuo-chang howeVer‘changed-his attitude, and B

4

declared that ‘he st1]1 recogn1zed Yuan's pres1dency “The
reason for Feng 'S change of. att1tudr is not clear It
'/probable that Feng was fearﬂﬁﬁcﬁ the. 1ncreased popu]ar1ty
of the Kuomlntang dqung the ant1-Yuan campa1gn lf Yuan
Shih- k’a1 were to be eXpelled by the Kuomintang. Feng s
position wou]d be precar1ous Feng a]so belleved that the
.restorat1on would be more d1ff1cu1t to carry out- than flrst'
‘expected Thus, he f1na11y dec1ded to support the president
This dec1s1on sta]]ed the restorat1on movement . < d,
,’,Yuan Sh1h K'ai's deathvon June 6, 1916 opened the'door
‘to‘neu restorationist intrigues. The initiation of the new
movement came ?rom Chang Hsun. According to a letter from Hu
7Ssu-Ching to Liu T’ ing-shen, Chang Hsun felt_isolated after
‘the death of’ Yuan Furthermore, the power of the Kuomintang,

hav1ng 1ncreased dur1ng the anti-Yuan movement already o

A const1tuted ar threatwto Chang 93 Contact was made'with the

- nebels led by BabOJab in Manchurla through ‘the commander of

‘the dapanese garr1son in T1ents1n Itvwas arranged that
B - . . “‘—. ' : v '

o
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republ1c wou]d have been looked at dlfferently, for example,
o if it had been led by Sun. Yat-sen rather thar Yuan _

Shih-k’ai. * _v |

Another mistake that the restorat1on1sts comm1tted was

‘the1r 1ncorrect choice to restore the d1scred1ted Manchus
back on to the thro;e Accordlng to the analys1s of Chien
Mu, the Manchus were'no longer godd leaders of the country.'
The whole family system was in decay, they would never R
support a const1tut1ona1 monarchy who]ehearted]y since they
were seeking powsdr.'!' If. the Manchus after 1911 were the
Same Manchus aS'hefore 1911 ~why would the peop]e take away .

their power 1n 1912 only to return 1t to them thereafter°

¢ The London T1mes in 1917 expressed the op1n1on that '“What’

Chl&% really needs is a SLable, 1ncorrupt1ve. and '
’_progress1ve government, and this . is not likely to be
'satisfied under the discredited Manchus "1z |
The th1rd reason for the fa1lure of the restorat1on1sts
had to do with the presence of the ant1- restorat1on forces
The f1rst oppos1t1on came from rampant warlord1sm At that
time, "the prov1ncyé1 government was controlled by the |
m111tary governorq.ho held comb1ned political, m1l1tary and
econom1c power. They ru]ed like local emperors in the1r own
prov1nces ‘When Yuan was still a11ve, the country was
un1f1ed After Yuan Sh1h K'ai's death the country rap1d1y ;
'sh1fted 1nto the: age of warlord1sm Most of the war lords,

except.some restorat1on1sts like Chang Hsun and Feng

,Kuo-chang, did?not favour the idea of restoration. Its
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success would place restraints on their ooweg@@nd g
1ndependence5 ’ '; ,f ;}_g&» Ce sﬂ

Another ant1-restorat1on force came fr?m the 1dea ofw 45

Chinese nat1ona]1sm wh1ch had already" taken‘ihape at the éndS
of the Ch’1ng dynasty, develOped through the” ﬁ@v t1on and
-matured after: the success of;the unification of Chtﬁ§:by t%@

' Kuom1ntang in 1928. The 1dea of Chingse nationalism and tpe“”'
republic was'a po]itlcal ttde at that t1me and could riot be
turned back. Under its pressure,‘there was rea11y~no room

'éor the restorationists’,ﬁdea of restbring a foreign

emperor . ' -

The restorat1on movement in ear]y republacan Ch1na d1d
'create a cross current of opinion in the country The
restorat1on1sts were not crazy and, exdgpt for some self1sh

purposes, they really desired_to bring unification and end
the turmoil Within’the country. The restorationnjdea.
however, was regarded as an adverse current in Chtnese
h1story and cou]d not combat agawnst the main stream of
revolution and nat1ona11sm - _

After the faj]urelof the restoration movement of’ié17f
there were some restorationists still endeavouring to carry
it out. The presttge and power of the movement hoJéVer
decl1ned day by day In the next two decades, it suffered
from the deaths of its prom1nent leaders: Chang Hsun d1ed in |
1923, K'angh Yu-wei in-: 1927, and Sheng yun 'in 1931

Furthermore § as mentioned before. the un1f1cat1on of China

by Chiang/K'ai-shek of the Kuomintang in 1928 led to.the
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spread of revolutionary and‘nationalistic ideas. There was

no;room'for the restorationists. The restorat1on1sts

-fina]ty, therefore, had to re]y on Japan. In 1933 P u-yi was

: ‘named the ch1ef execut1ve of the/puppet state of Manchukuo

Here, the total image of the - restorat1on movement was
distorted.-The or1g1na] spirit of the restorat1on

d1sappeared The Ch’1ng dynasty had not been recovered and

Plu- y1 was not the emperor of China but .only the chief

execut1ve of Manchukuo When dapan surrended in 1945 P'u-yi
and other restorat1on1sts were captured charged as war
criminals and sent to a m111tary prrs1on in Fushan. 13

P u- y1 was the last emperor of China. He.camefto'the
throne three t1mes but also: resigned three t1mes Still

none of the revdlut1onar1es, neither- the Kuom1ntang nor the

'”Commun1sts, des1red the blood of the emperor on the1r hands.

The Commun1sts, in order to eradicate the feudal roots of

v

,China; tried to remould Plu-yi's thinking and mode of living

1 bv'sending him to a military prison in Fushun to reform. On

September 24, 1959, P’u-yi was pardoned by the Chtnese
government and declared genu1nely reformed %Thus P'u-yi was
re\eased and granted the qua11f1catlon of ctt1zensh1p by the
People s Republic of.Ch1na. |

The faildre»of the 1917 restoration movement was a

turn1ng po1nt for the restorat1on1sts in the process from

| boom to depress1on " The establ1shment of Manchukuo further

vdeprec1at°d the 1mage of the restorat1on1sts The Chinese

people began to assoc1ate the restorat1od1sts with'treason.

-

&
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Had P'u-yi not co-operated with the dapanese but JO]ned the
Kuom1ntang against the Japanese ‘invasion 1nstead the 1magev
of the restorat1on§ wqurd~bevfar'more generous. P'u- yi’'s
non- cooperat1on howe%pr with'the~dapéneée-wou1d deprive
the restorat1on1s§§ w1th the badly needed m111tary power tov'

ensure the restoration. This is a.controvers1al issue that

“can not be solved easily.
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Chang and )}he*bt\her m111tary governor‘s wou]d march. on Pekmg
on the pretext of defendmg the cap1tal agamst the

rebels 84 This arrangement fell through when the -
'1ndependence ‘movement in Mongoha and Manchuma collapsed
As result, the__ restoratj,on movement of 1916 alsb came to an

ehd.
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Chapter V
THE RESTORATION MOVEMENT OF CHANG HSUN AND I1TS AFTERMATH

The failure of Yuan Shih-K’'ai’s monarchical movement
and his death in 1916 did not bring success to the

restoratlon movement but 1t did- provade a new st1mu1at1on

',to the Ch' ing ‘court in the Forb1dden C1ty Accord1ng to the

4the Forb1dden C1ty !

"jif'"Yuan d1ed because ‘he wanted to usurp t

memo1rs of P’u y1, the follow1ng op1n1ons weye w1despread in

It's not- that a monarchy is impracti

- just that the people want th%ﬂ& old- sovere1gn :
"Yuan Shih-k'ai was differen rom Napoleon I11: he :
had no such ances on which to rely for support
‘"It would be much better to return things to the old
sovere1gn than to have a Mr. Yuan as, emperor

WlJQ? s tutor, Chen Po- shen of . the Forb1dden C1ty

'fact1on, made the remark that "because of the great goodness

and rich benef1t conferred by our dynasty, the peop]e of the

whole country are th1nk1ng of the old order

The ﬁ%useho]d Department in the Forb1dden C1ty was busy‘

conferr1ng honours posthumous titles, permission for riding

a horse in the Forb1dden C1ty. or wearing a peacocK's

'feather 3 More éunuchs and 1ad1es 1q2;a1t1ng were recru1ted

vdesp1te the proh1b1t1on in the Anf/iles of Favourable _' _%

Treatment.* Fugthermore, more contacts were made between the

Ch'1ng court and the members of the Repub11can par11aments

~through private. d1nners or publ1c banquets 5 .The popular1ty

of the Forb1dden Clty made the people believe that a

'restorat1on was near. It is 1nterest1ng that at that time

108
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‘Lenin, the‘head of the'government of ‘the Soyiet Unton.
reached the'oonclusion'that the’advisors around P'u-yi'"will
probably unite .the feudaltsts. bureaucraoyr and Chinese'
clergy.[sic],and orepare‘tor'a restOration]"G'Leninfs
prediction Was‘correct because in 1917 P’quifs chief
advisor, ChenvPOf shen. conspirediwith Chang.Hsun of the o]d‘
bureaucratic group to 1aunoh awrestoration'moyement |
| As ment1oned 1n the last chapter the restorat1on1stst
.'espec1a]1y the Forb1dden C1ty fact1on, had hoped for a 1ong |
time: to find a m111tary strongman to carry out thef
restorat1on movement ln 1916 they m1stakenly p1cked Yuany
Shih- kja1. In 1917 they made another choice - Chang Hsun,
the military governor of Anhwe1.7 One could ask the question -
why, when a military strongman like YuanAShih-K’ai tai]ed to
‘ restore the monarchica1 System, did Chang HSun'still have
the courage to try reviving it? - .

First, Chang Hsun thought that the fa1lure of Yuan

Sh1h K’31 was due to the lack of support of Feng Kuo chang,'
military governor of Kiangsu and‘v1ce presadent of the
repub]io;:and Lu Jung-t’ ing, inspectorfgeneral of |
Liang-kwang (Kwangtung and KwangSi).'To'Chang,'if Feng hadv
. continueo to support}Yuan, other'Peiyang leaders wouid have .
oontinued’tO‘obey Yuan’s orders. tohunitefagéinst the -
_ Nat1ona1 Protect1on Army led by. Ts ai O 8 If Lu had not gone-i
taga1nst Yuan and. Jo1ned the Natlonal Protect1on Army,_the
‘rebels would have been orushed-by Yuan's. Army.?® Therefore,

Chang thought that if he could get sUppOrt'from Feng and Lu,
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he'cdgld'carry out the-restoration-mdvement wi thout -
difficulty. - |
| How would ChangsHsUn obtain the support of Lu Jung-
t'ing and Feng Kuo chang? In March 1917 Lu went to Peking'
and stopped at Hsuchow to v1s1t Chang. He was told that the |
republlc was no_better than the Ch'ing dynasty and that the
;repUb]ican system was worse than-thevmonarchicav;system.‘0
“Lu 11stened without - g1v1ng any opinions. Chang
m1s1nterpreted Lu’ s s1lence as mean1ng tac1t approva]
then Lu reached Pek1ng. ‘he had an aud1ence w1th#P u- y\ and
donated 10,000 dollarsy to_the Ch’1ng»court for ‘the p]anIIng'
of trees in the mausolea. Lu was aWardedvby the.Ch’ingvcourt
| With the honour of ridfng a‘horse in the Forbidden City 12

Chang Hsun had more conf1dence'1n Feng Kuo chang s'
support in the restoratlon than Lu's. Feng had already shown ,
h1s 1nterest 1n the restorat1on movement and had actually
co- operated w1th Chang 1n the restorat1on attempts of 1913 A
and 1916.-Feng’s change of attitude in the 1916 restorat1on
movement,‘howeyer.tmade Chang suspect hts sinoertty,towards
vthe restbration.iChang wrote to Feng agaﬁn‘concerning his
opinion'about the restoration Feng's rep]y was posttive; -
stat1ng that he was w1111ng to help 13- The . resu]t of- th1s
exchange was that Chang thougHt that Feng wou id not oppose
the restorat1on The ent1re 1nc1dent however, was
f.fraudulently masterm1nded by Hu Ch’i -yuan, -Feng’'s secretary \
The reply was not wr1tten by Feng himself but‘By Hu 1n order

to strengthen Chang Hsun's confidence’ in restoration.'4 This .~

\‘/
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~was not the.first time that Hu had played this kind of _ 4//[
tr1ck ‘He had done the same to Liang Ch'i ch' ao dur1ng the
anti-Yuan movenment . 15 Nonetheless, Chang was dece1ved by Hu

,and thought that Feng would support the restorat1on whenever

Chang 1n1t1ated gt

In add1t1on, the cond1t1on of the republlc ‘after the ,'R\
,death of Yhan - Sh1h K'a1 was benef1c1a1 to Chang Hsun’'s |
restoration movement. When Yuan)was alive, he’ controlled the
military.governors, especial]ylthe Peiyang c]igue, and |
preserved a semblance of. nat1ona1 un1ty After Yuan's death
nobody had the status or power to control the m111tary _
governors.vThey_began to show sch1smat1c tendenc1es. The new
president, Li Yuan-hung, did not possess military‘power.nor ,
was helsUpported_by any military'governors. It was really
beyond his capacity to control a’fragmented republic.
FUrthenmore. Premier‘Tuan Ch’i-jui: who'possessed‘the'actual
: power of the central_government.'zﬁsagreed.with Li. agng
Kuo-chang, the vice-president was an ambitious man‘andd
V.always sought chances to obta1n more power The 3nstability
and fragmentat1on of the repub11c thus prov1ded a good
chance for Chang Hsun F1nal]y, Chang used the conf11ct
between President L1 and Premier Tuan to br1ng about the |
rest»orat1on movement of 1817. ’

| Charg,H§un s intention fOD restorat1on was greatly
inf]uencedlby two prominent f1gures. K’ang Yu- we1 of the _
ConstitUtional.Monarchy faction and‘Tsukuda Nobuo of tne :&

Japanese Ronin faction. After the death of Yuan Shih-K'ai,

N
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.K'ang Xufﬁei wrote,severalsletters to Chang Hsun.‘ﬁln:onetof
the letters, he stated, | - H
~ In_the f1ve years since the system of pres1dent1al
"' republics have been [sic] in existence, there have
been three civil wars, and these internecine.
strivings will cont1nue What is your view regarding
the restorat1on of the former emperor°‘7 '
K" ang also encouraged Chang to use h1s m111tary strength to
'restore the emperor to the throne and create d1st1nct1ve‘.
honours 18 Thus, when Chang convened the second Hsuchow
Conference in. 1916 K’ ang pra1sed Chang as a m1l1tary _
sage."1¢ A]though K’ 2ng and Chang had fundamenta]
4 di ferences out the restorat1on their co- operat1on
enr1ched the fame of the restorat1on1sts |
. TsuKuda Nobuo was’ a member of. the Kokuryuka1 and hoped
to use the restorat1on mOVement to br1ng Manchuria and
Mongo]1a 1nto dapan s sphere of 1nf1uence In 191p/‘Tsukuda
went to Hsuchow to see Chang Hsuh They soon beca&e\good ‘
fr1ends and comrades because they had the same ideas about )/~t
restorat1on Through Tsukuda, Chang fe]t confident of -
obta1n1ng dapan s ass1stance 2°
The restoratlon movement of 1917 or1g1nated from the
~ Hsuchow Conferences, held four t1mes between 1916 and 1917 -
under the 1eadersh1p of Chang Hsun and attended by severa]
m1l1tary governors. mostly of Pelyang or1g1n 21 After the
death of Yuan Sh]th5a1, the Peiyang system was on the verge -
of disso]ving because no mi]itary governors had the status
or power of Yuan to lead the"Peiyahg c1igue. However , .when
the'Peiyang'power was fragmented.‘other new powers-began'to

-
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ise. A struggl1ng force came’ from the prov1nces 1n the
~southwest 1nclud1ng Yunnan Kwexchow Kwangtung. Kwang51
Szechwan and Hunan These six prov1nces had declared
l1ndependence dur1ng the ant1-Yuan movement After the
Vdownfall of Yuan, however they un1ted 1n order to struggle
"aga1nst the Pelyang cl1que for power The . southern part_of'
t‘ China was the base of the Kuom1ntang Althought the |

Kuom1ntang had been defeated by Yuan_ in the Second

-Revolut1on in 1913 they still preserved the1r power in the e

south. During the ant1-Yu%n movement the Kuomintang 301ned
with the southwestern prov1nces and 1ncreased the1r strength
~day-by- day The power of the Kuom1ntang was further

strengthened when the old parl1ament was. restored 22 Th1s-

vparl1ament dominated by the Kuomlntang members,.had been,f'

v'1llegally d1ssolved by Yuan 1n $914 The power of the

o southwest prov1nces and the. Kuomintang alarmed the Pelyang

leaders They hoped to form an alllance to combat the new
forces. The Hsuchow Conference was called 1n order to br1ng
sol1dannty to the Pe1yang leaders and to work out tact1cs

for political survnval.23 The Hsuchow conference was more

than‘that‘toichang.HSUn He hoped to use it to build a

foundat1on of power and strength in order to restore the - n'm'"'

« ) : . i

. Ch' 1ng oynasty 24 |
. The f1rst conference was summoned.by Chang Hsun on dune
9, 1916 with the ass1stance of N1 Ssu- Ch’ ung, governor of
Anhwe1 It was, attended by the m1lltary goverhors {or their
'personal representatlves) of Chihli, Fengt1en,'K1r1n,.
: w7 o s

4
LS

~



. . 114

He1lungk1ang, Honan Shensi'and Jehol. 25"Chang broposed a
ten- 1tem agenda, the f1rst of wh1ch was to respect the |
Art1c1e of Favourable Treatment The other 1tems were aimed.
ma1nly at forming a111ances aga1nst the Kuomlntang and the
southwestern prov1nces and control]1ng the central
' government . 26 Lccord1ng to Sun Yu-yun?? ,. the idea of - -
drestorat1on was a]so d1scussed dur1ng the conference. 28 Hu
Ping-seng 1ndwcated that the restorat1on was the chief
- purpose for Chang Hsun conven1ng the Hsuchow Conference
Other proposals were only a cover~to_pave.the way for the
restoration.2s o | |
. In July 1916 Chang Hsun of Anhwe1 formed an a111ance
w1th twelve other prov1nces called the 1nterprov1nc1a1
3Assoc1at1on 30 In September Chang, act1ng as cha1rman of
the th1rteen prov1nces Interprov1nc1a1 Assoc1at10n summoned
the second Hsuchow conference.
The second conference\was held .on September 20, 1916.
“and was attended by representattves}of'thirteen provinces.
The items oroposed at this conference were more or ]ess the
same as the items advocated at the flrst conference Theyi
were, however, more rad1ca1 and sweep1ng The conference
.dec1ded to combat the Kuomlntang and.the;southwestern
'provinces, and baited-theVCentral‘Qovernment by claiming
'that the coqference could dec1de what vias good for the
country as a who]e 31 .
The flPSt action of the” second Hsuchow Conference

‘against the‘threatened_centrat government was to oppose

EY
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T’eng Shpo-i, a Kuomintang supporter to become fofeign ' ">
mir'ﬁsterjl in the new cabinet of Tuan Ch’ i-jui.32 On September
25,-a'telegram was sent to the centrai'repub1iean gerrnment
in the name of Chang and th1rty four other m111tar1sts
opposing T’ ang s appo1ntment as foreign minister. This
angered T'ang and he declined the appointment‘-.33
'The eonference continuedvfo’advecate the restoration.

K'ang Yu-wei of the Constitufienal Monarchy faction attended
‘the conference for reasons that are not thwn.3‘ But one can
“infer from K'ang's past that his attendance was more or less
.reTafed to the resteratiqn.e |

" Accord{hg to the memoirs of Sun Yu-yun, the mos t
radical prbponent.of_the'restofation during thie'cohference
was Ni‘Ssu-ch’ung, not Chang Hsun. Chang had;been”sco1ded by
Ni fof hie hesitant attitude in the past.3s DQring the
'conference the representatives determined to gef the suppor t
of dapan,for.the restoration movement.3ﬁhAfter obtaining
approval.fﬁom the Japanese garbisonvin‘Tientsinb Chang
consp1red with BabOJab to bring about the restorat1on
movement in 1916 When Babojab was K111ed the whol plan

came to an end. . - ‘ _ g -.Z

The third Hsuchow Conference or1g1nated because of the" '
conf11ct between PreSIdent L1 Yuan-hung and Premier Tuan
Ch’i-jui. Upon the death_of Yuan, Tuan supported Li for
ﬂbresident. Li haalno military power,and he was;easily
manipulated by Tuan.‘The.president was to be used as a

puppet by Tuan in the transition period.37 Conflict
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oniginated,frdm,the arnogant behévion of Hsu Shu-cheng,
"~ Tuan’'s secretary. The nature of his.arrogance can be séen”in'
the letter: of resjgnétion'by Ting Shih-1i, Li's 'ecretaryl
who decided he could no longer work with Hsu.

Before the meeting of the cabinet there is no

agenda, and after it there is no report to the

president, who therefore has to sign orders without

‘knowing their meaning and who must approve an.
official appointment without knowing anything about

the appointee.... The president is limited in his
contacts with the people and he is not well
informed.... For instance, when Ts’ao Ju-lin was to ‘

be appointed Chinese minister to Japan, the choice
. had been accepted and announced by the Japanese
minister of foreign affairs one month before, but
even when the appointment was made, our president
‘knew nothing of the matter.38 ' R
, Li~faan-hung‘became more cohfideht in hié‘sfruggle,with
Tuan Ch’i-jui when he received support from a political
party called the "Discussion dﬂ~C6nstftUtionél Governmeht* 
formed from the Kuomintang. Thisvpabty'was headed by‘Sun
Hung-i, m{nisfer of domestic affairs. The party suppofted I
because it wanted to restrain the power of the premier ano
to suppress his‘suppoiting party, the Research)C1ique headed'
by Liang Ch’i-ch’ao.?3® o | -
- _On'Septemberv15. 1916, the ReséarcK/C1{qu and the.
" Discussion of‘Consiitqtional Governmént partieé,;truggled
ovébvthe isspe'of'whether the pré&incial System should be
vdefined in theiconstitution. fhe discussion.ended with a
fight between_the memberé_of the th opposing parties.%o,The.-
vResearch leque;'supporting fhe'préhi R wiréd all miiitary
goVernors to attack the oppoé,ir;g,pa'rtfgr1 Most 6f th

'military governong,of Peiyang origin lent their suppgrt to
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the prem1er s party They w1red the pres1dent and parliament
in the name of the twenty- two prov1nces headed by Feng
Kuo chang 42 The telegram stated ‘

The pres1dent should have confidence in the premier
who should manage state affairs, while the
~parliament should decide on the constitution at an.
early date and should not medd]e in adm1n1strat1ve
affairs.43 :
In suppomting the premier;’the provincial mititary go?Frnors
threatened the president. | ' ' o |
Dr1ven by the ensu1ngbpol1t1ca1 unrest Chang Hsun‘
summoned the third Hsuchow Conference on January 9, 1917,
Durlng the . conference the military governors requested that
the central government dismiss undesirable members of the .
pres1dent s personal staff and unworthy cabinet m1n1sters,‘
- and restrain‘the power of‘parliament,“ Although the idea of
restoration~Was'not discussed during the conterencei'Chang
wanted to‘use thk conferenCE'as a tool against both'the
president and parliament to produce further political
tUrmoi]..This‘would bring about a favourable situation for
the restoration. | ;‘ .
Continuing politjcal unrest in,191§ presented Chang
Hsun with a chance to hold a fourth Hsuchow Confenence on
May 23, 1917. At that time, Worid War I was still in
progress and became an issue. The Amer1can government had
| broken off d1plomat1c re]atxons w?th Germany for 1ts part in‘
submar1ne warfare and put pressure on the Chunese government .

to'foltow its example.*> Premier Tuan Ch’i?jui supported the

action in order to obtain-wmaterial advantages from the
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Allies, espécial]y the dapanese 46 President Li'Yuan-hung
opposed Tuan's idea stat1ng that the issue had to be dec1ded

by parliament.47 The premier res1gned in protest After

persuasion by vice-president Feng Kuo- ch’ang, Tuan ressumed/

the offlce Facfng'strong:pressure frOm‘Tuan parliament on

March 3rd - approved the bill break1ng off d1plomat1c
relations with Germany.*# Dur1ng.th1s_1nc1dent, Li wasi
further angered by Tuan’'s tyrannical attitdde.and-the
relationshiplbetneenvtherpresidentvand the premier fdrtherl
deteriorated. ”1 . |

In April 1917, the United States declared war on

- Germany.- Tuan Ch’i-jut wtth the-support of Liang Ch' i-

fch’ao hoped to enter the war on the s1de of the allies in

'order to enhance China's 1nternat1onal pos1t1on both dur1ng

the war and in the peace settlement 48 Tyan also wanted to

-use the war to get he]p from dapan to stabilize h1s

po]1t1cal power and suppress the opposition.s®©

The prem1er s idea was opposed by the pres1dent backed

-up by parl1ament 51 In order to strengthen his barga1n1ng

’pos1t1on, Tuan summoned the,m111tary governors to Peking.5?

. 0On Aprt] 25, a conference of’military governors was convened

under the chairmanship of‘Tuan.vHe succeeded in obtaining

the agreement of the military governors'in'declaring war on

Germany 53
On Apr1l 10 when parl1ament was d1scuss1ng the issue
of,war declaration, the parliamentary building wés

surrounded by crowds who named themselves "Citizen

P
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'Groﬁpsﬁ“54 The’*Citizen_Grqups" declared that they‘w0pld not
disperse until the declaration of'dar was bassed. Sohe |
members from the "Citizen Grdups" ev¢n eqteredithe building -
andlfoughtfwith”par]iamenfarians.55-v | | |

Aftef this incident, the members of parliament were
angry and.suspended the meetingﬂ Sohé of the cébinetf
members; including Wu T’ ing-fang, minister of foreign -
affairs, Chahg'Yab-tSeng, minister of justice, Ku Chung-
Héiu; minister of agriculture and commerce, and Ch’en Pi-
'Kuang,vmihiéter §f the navy, resigned from their offices.
Tuan wanted"tofbesign at the‘beginhiﬁg but was convinced to
.cafryvon the bblitical‘strqu]¢ thfough the persuasion of
_His close‘aSSbCfates.55'Tuan, theréfore. ohfone‘hand. forced
the parliament to diSCuss the issue of the‘wérAdeC]aration.v
andioh the other hand,'requested the intervention of the
miiitary governors. ”

When Tuan Ch’ i-jui summoned the military governors’
conferenéelin ﬁéKing,'Chang Hsun.remainéd in Hsu¢howubecause
he did not want to become an instrumeht’of Tuan.i7 After the
"Citizen'GroupsF 1ncideht, there wa$ a\&éad]ock betweehfthe |
presideht,‘supported.by bariiament, and-thé premieh,_' |
supported by the military governors. The mi]ifary governobs
did not know how to resolve the deadlock, and they finally
decided to go to HSUChOWIfO ask Chéng What.to do.vThe
military governorsy therefore, headed by Ni Ssu-chung, Li
Hou-chi;‘Wang Chan-yuan, and Chao T'1, went to HSuchow on

May 23; thus ca%e'into existence the)fourfh Hsuchow
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Conference. During this conference, Chang showed an

apathetic attitude and d1d not respond well because he

.wanted to press the military governors into supporting h1S

vrestoration movement .58 On,the same day, Li Yuan-hung
dismissed Tuan Ch’i-Ju1 from the post of’premier and made Wu
T'ing- fang acting premier 59 Tuan’s dismissal horrified the
-military governors and they finally yielded to Chang’'s
demands and signed an oath.8° According to Tseng Yu- chun,
Tuan’'s representative at theaconference, Hsu Shu-cheng,r
Tuan’ s secretary, attended the conferenoe and did notJOppose
Chang’s idea of restoration{_Hsu’s intent was to maKe Chang
Vdestroy parliament and then restore Tuan to power‘.61 In
fact, the military governors‘did notprealiv want to he]p‘-
~Criang. They wanted to use him to defeat the president and
parliament. T
V During the conference, an overall plan was worKed out:
parliament had to dissolve first fo]iowed by the forced
abdioation of the preSident. and then the restoration of the
Manchu.emperor to the throne.®2 To achieve this, all the
‘military governors;except Chang Hsun would declare
independence.'Then Chang would go to,PeKing as a mediator
‘and carry out the plan step by step.63 o
On May 28 1817, Li Ching-hsi, a former a55001ate of .
Yuan Shihf:;ah. was appointed premier by the president. The
next day, Ssu-Chung'declared his independence and the |

other governors - such as Chao T“i of Honan, Chen Shu- fan of

Shensi, Yang Shan te of Chekiang, Chang Tso-lin of Fengtien_
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Chang Huai-chih of Shantung, Li Hou-chi of Fukien; Ts' ao

K’un of Chihli, Pi KUei-fang’of Hei]UngKiang and Yen

‘Hsi-shan of.ShenSi‘e.soonbfollowed.ﬁ"

~~  When news of the independence of the military governors

arrived at Peking, Prestdent L1 Yuan- hung had no alternative

a but to obta1n a: med1ator He. asked Hsu Sh1 -chang and L1ang

: Ch’1 ch’ao to become med1ators, but both men dec]1ned 65

Because of the threat from the m1]1tary»governors,“L1

.Ching-hsi did not assume‘the.post of premfer.-As predicted'

by Chang and the military governors, President Li finally

wtred Chang on‘dune st and requested his mediation. Chang

‘instructed his secretary, Liu T"ing-shen to go;to Peking

.f1rst and d1scuss the restoratton movement with the Ch'1ng

court.66 Then Chang led a force of 4,300 men to PeKing.87 .
Before Chang Hsun went to Pek1ng, he worr1ed about the
att1tude of the Japanese government toward the restoration.
Ear]y in danuary 1817, Changkhad contacted Japaneése
government off1c1als'through TsuKuda Nobuo. Their»reply was
that‘they'did not oppose the'restoration and they agreed to
protect the emperor in the Forbidden City.%8 In March‘1917.

however, the Japanese Army Headquarters suddenly warned the

. restorationists to defer their conspiracies. The reason
‘behind this change in attitude‘was a change in‘dapaneee

policy toward Cnina.'The‘dapanese government was

implementing a policy-of support for Tuan’s cabinet.6?
, _ S N
Chang, therefore, instructed Tsukuda to return to Japan to -

persuade the dapanese government to change its policy.



o . '_1252-'
Before Tsukuda’s mission was completed the political unrest
in Peking provwded Chang with an opportun1ty for
restoration. Without waiting for Tsukuda’s reply. Chang set
'the wheels in mot1on for a restorat1on

As Chang Hsun approached PeK1ng with his troops, the
independent military governors held an assembly at Tientsin.
They decidedvto‘organjze a new government with Tuan"Cr¢i-jui
as premier and. Hsu Shih-ch’ ang as generalissimo,7° Houever,
Hsu opposed the{idea because.he thought that the foreigners
woqu not allow them to set up a new government.?? When‘
Chang Hsun learned about the plan, he immediately opposed it
because he was afra1d that his honour wou]d be taken by Hsu
if the latter.became-genera11ss1mo.7? |

On June 8, Chang Hsun reached Tientsin and'uired the
pres1dent to advise him to—d1ssolve parliament as a
precond1t1on for med1at1on 73 Because of Chang s pressure,
: Pres1dent Li Yuan-hung decided to dissolve par]1ament7
Acting'prehierJWU T' ing-fang, houever,vrefused to'co—sign
the order;.Li Ching-hsihalso refused on the pretext of his
not yet having assumed the office. Finally, Li Yuan-hung had
to'disMiss Wu and appoint Chiang Chao-tsung, an army
- commander. as acting premier. After Chiang co-signed the
document on dUne{13,3par1iament was'disso1ved;7f Two days‘
after the dissoTufidn,'Chang-Hsun reached PeKking.. He went to .

see President Li the same day to discuss the political

situation. On June 16, Chang had an audience with P'u-yi.7?5



123

"Chang Hsun's audience withrthe emoeroriarooeed .
exc1tement among the restorat1on1sts Cheng Hsiao-hsu, a
»famous I-lao, wrote a letter to Chang urging h1m to br1ng
about the restorat1on immediately.78 Hu-Ssu-chlng also a.
"I-lao, warned Chang ‘that the chance would pass if he
"hes1tated 77 K'ang Yu wei travelled to Pek1ng with Sheng

Tseng ch1h a "famous I-lao on the 1ny1tat1on of Chang

Hsun.78

~

On June 18,‘Chang Hsun wfred fhevmilftary~governors'to
'ask them to retract thefr’declanation ofindepengence..They .,
voheyed the order} Li Chingfhsi_thought fhat‘the crisis was
~over, aSSUmed the premiership and organized.a new cabinet.??®
A number of m1l1tary governors such as Chang Hua1 Chlh and
Chang Tso-lln, however, opposed Li' sﬁprem1ersh1p on the
grounds that he was ‘a collaborator of the revolutionariesuin
‘the south because he refused to co- sign the order'of the
dissolution of parliament.° They proposed to restore fhe )
old cabinet organized'by Tuan Ch’ijjui. Li disregarded the
opposition and continued to form his own cabinet, thinking
that it would be supported by Chang Hsun. 81 Chang{ however,.
was not about. to support Li; he Was workjng on his own |
restoratlon movement . ‘

Accordlng to the North China Herald of July 7 1917,

: the restoration’ consp1racy was planned at 12.30_atm. on the
'first‘of‘duly at Chang Hsun’s house. The meeting was chaired
by Chang and attended by all commanders of Peking’s

garrisons such as Wang-ShihachenQ minister of the army, and
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‘*Chieng Chao-chdnd; acting premier and'ar%y commender. During

bthe meetjng,qthe‘military commanders were asked to support

the restoration movement._Cheng_threateneg<fhem to "either

stay.and.supbort nim or return in their mofor cars and

n prepare‘for f{ghting fn tne city of Peking in the

'd morn1ng "82 The m111tapy commanders had no choice but to

yield. After obta1n1ng the consent of Hhe m111tary '

commanders Chang Hsun, accompanied by K’ang YU-wei, Wang

Shih- chen,.Chmang Chao chung, Liu T'ing- shen, and f1fty

otner festorationiSts;xwent to the Forbidden City to restore

P’u-yi to the throne. . | | o |

| C bnganun;vin‘the names of Feng Kuo?chang and Lu

Jung-t’ing, issued e long manifeéto to,the nation explaining
wny a restoration}was necessaby' '

| Ever since the .uprising at WUchang and the

establ1shment of the republic, peace and order have

been cast to the winds and good reliable people have

been nowhere to be seen. Anarchists -have been
holding sway while unscrupulous people have been

mobilizing power.... Parliament relied on rebels for
support while Cab1net Ministers .used biased parties
- as their protection... Oppression of innocent people

is considered self- government - and defaming old
scholars is considered civilisatio A1l this is

the result of the bad form of go rnment .. Look at
the matter at its root, we fing/that Repub11canws
Compare this with
e

‘is the source of all the evil/..
the continuous reigrn of a morfarchy, wherefrom

people may enjoy peace for tens or hundreds of
years.... Recently His Majesty has made marked
progress in his sacred studies and his virtueous
reputation has spread far and wide.... Heaven has
smiled on the Ch’ing dynasty by. conferr1ng His :
Majesty with unusual wisdom so that he might be able
to rise at. the proper moment to stop disorder and
revert to right.... On this day we have jointly
memorialised His Imperial Majesty to again ascend

the throne in order to establish the foundation of
the country and to consolidate the minds of the
people.83 :



An Impehia]védict-was'dlso issued on the séme day: -

At the outbreak of the revolution in the Hsin

‘Hai year (1911) the Ch’ing Empress Dowager [Lung
Yul, being benevolent and compassionate, could not
bear to witness the suffering of the people and so
~turned over the great heritage of our ancestors and
the myriads of her people.to the former Minister
Yuan Shih-K’ai, allowing him to organize a '
‘provisional government ... hoping that strive would
cease and the people would live in peace. But from
the time of the change in the form of government,
there was no cessation of strife, but there was
continual clashing.of spears.... ,

' Chang Hsun, Feng Kuo-ch’ang, Lu Yung-t‘ing and
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others, because of this trembling of the foundations .

- of the nation, had because . the minds of men were
turning towards the old system, memorialized
together for the reestabliishment of the monarchy, in
.order to save the lives of the people.... After
.careful weighing and consideration of duty to Heaven
and to men, we had no alternative but to consent to
the memorialists. On the 9th year of Hsuan Tung, the
5th moon, 13th day [July 1, 1917], we have ascended
- the Throne, assumed the government, resumed our
powers, and made this radical change for the:
people.84: . -

More edicts were issued on the same day for the

appointment of.ofFicials in the namé Qf the Ch'ing'dynasty

but in fact appointed by Chang Hsun. Chang was made

Chung-yung ch’ in-wang (Prince of Loyalty and‘Bbavery),

Governor- General of Chihli, and High Commissioner of

Military &29 Foreign Affairs for North China. In order to

obiainvthe support of-Feég Kuo-chang and tu dung-t’ing,
Chang made the %ormer the Govefndr-Genera] of ‘Liang-kiang
(Kiangsi and Kiahgnan) and the latter Governor General .of
Liang?Kwang (Kwangtung and Kwangsi). Hsu Shih-Chang was
appointed the-director_ofin-te.yuan (Emperor’s Advisory:

Council) and K’ang was appointed his‘deputy. Provincia]
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- .governors retaihed‘their hold on the provinces.85 No
appointment was given Tuan,Ch’i-jui.,Chéng_thought that Tuan
was Unimportaht because he did nof have any mi]ftary :
powef.ﬁs.Chang's negligence todards'Tuan”s potential poWer.
contr1bufed to his fa1]ure

-

» After the success of the restorat1on movement on duly \
1, 1917, President Li Yuan—hung_refused tovaccept the title
of honorary'DuKe of FirSt”Clase and escaped to the dapanese‘
]egation ;7’Li then wired Vice- pres1dent Feng Kuo- chang and
asked him to- become act1ng p>e51dent of the republic.®s L1(
¥1so telegraphed Iuan to re;gme the prem1ersh1p.§?

Tuan ch’i-jui, beforefrebeiVing the wire from Li‘Yuan*
.hong,’had determined to oppose Chang Hsun's restoration.
Tuan's determinétion, according to Kuo'Tingfi; was based on
fhree reasons. After the restoration, Chang_did not give any
posts- to Tuen. and this made the 1atfeb angry. Furthermore,
Tdah Qas afEaid thef the Ch’.ing coort wou 1d have revenge on
h1m for forc1ng the abdl\et1on of the Ch’1ng~emperor : |
F1na11y ‘ihang s defeat would prov1de Tuan w1th a good
;chance to control the govehnment again.9®9°

Tuan Ch’ i-jui had dﬁfficult%es in raising the banner
againsf Chang Hsun becaUée‘he did not have any troops. He’
then sent his henchman Tuan Chih-Kuei to see Chu Ka;po
gerrhof of Chihli, and Yang Ti-teh, commissioner of Police
of Tientsin, to obtain military support. Both Chu and Yang
refused.9‘ FortUnetely, Tuan finally obtéined heTp from the

) : . - ..‘.\
Eighth Diyieion Army commandedﬂby Li Chang-tai, and the
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S1xteenth M1xed Br1gade headed by Feng Yu hs1ang 82
Further through the manager of the Commun1cat1ons Bank,
Ts' ao. Ju- lin, Tuan ~succeeded in secur1ng a loan. of one
m11]fbn dollars from the M1tsubwsh1 Company as a m1l1tary
fund.®3 |
'ﬁOn_du1y”3, Tuan Ch’i-jni was elected cohmanderrdn-
'”chief of the anti-restqration army‘and proclaihed a
manifesto in Ma-chang in'Chih1i_tg combat Chang Hsun's
reetoratien 54 ' | | o o
-~ Heaven is chasten1ng th1s place by the seriés of h
disturbances that have taken place. Chang Hsun,

filled with sinister designs, has occupied the -
capital by bringing his troois under the pretext of

‘effecting a compromise with e astounding result
/ th last the Republican forW of government was
own.... Five years have glready passed since
. the. fr1end]y powers according their recognition of
the Chinese Republic and if we think we could afford
to amuse ourselves with-changes in the national
fabric, we could not expect foreign powers to put -up
with such childishness. Internal strife is bound to.
invite foreign ‘intervention and the end of the
country. will then be near. :
Can it be possible that Chang Hsun has acted in
the interest of the Ch’ ing house? The young :
boy-emperor lives in peace and contentment and has
not the slightest idea of ever ruling China
again.... That the boy-emperor has been drigged on
the throne entirely aga1nst his own wishes Yis :
undeniable.... In face of this extraordinary cr1s1s .
. our 1nd1gnat1on must be one. For the interest of the
~ country we should abide by our oath of unstinted
- loyalty ... 1 feel you will put forth. every ounce of
your energy and-combine your efForts ‘to combat’ the
great danger.

Tuan~Ch’i—jui then Set up headquarters in Tienteirﬂ At
that time, Ts’ao K'un, military geyernor of Chihli; came and -
joined the anti—resteration army. Tuan had, therefore, more

‘confidence about crushing Chang Hsun's “pigtail army."
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Before dwscuss1ng the actual fighting between the two

'*'part1es. it. is necessary to mention the responses of the

var1ous prov1nces to the restoratlon movement Among them
Ch1hl1. under the leadershlp of Ts'ao K’un was the flPSt
province to oppose the»restoratlon,‘Ts ao also“participated
in the ant1-restorat1on army. Another maJor opponent was
cFeng Kuo- chang, the v1ce pres1dent of the republ1c and
:rn‘ntary governor of K1angsu. Feng did not oppose the
‘wrestorationyper.se as he was a restoratloniSt, but heﬁwas |
'_;angered that Chang Hsun had not informed him ofhthe plan;
’ ?Furthermoref'FengVWas jealousAot'Changls success.95‘Fengv
“-therefore) sent out telegrams'toﬂoppose Chang’s’abrupt:':
actlon' On‘duly 2, Feng was appo1nted act1ng pre51dent of”
~_the republlc by L1 Yuan-hung: It strengthened his. conf1dence ;
~in oppos1ng Chang because he saw the ant1-restoratlon
‘movement as a chance to bring him the position of
pres1dent 56 On duly 4, Feng and Tuan declared a Jo1nt
man1fé§to denounc1mg Chang s treason Other provxnces
controlled by the Pefyang leaders. 1nclud1ng Shantung,
Shen51 Shans1 and Chektangy soon followed suit. The |
southwestern prov1nces also strongly opposed the _
restcratlon Yunnan was the. f1rst to send -a telegram of

2

‘ .opposition, followed by Kweichow, Szechwan Hunan, Kwangtung j

£

and Kwang71
. The Kuomintang members 1n‘fEe(%2uth were also upset At.

‘that time, Sun Ygl-sen was llvlng in Shanghai after .

o return1ng from Japan 1n Apr1l '1916. He sent telegrams of

. ;eﬁb
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opposition and convened a conference to‘discuss the .
| resolution.®? During the COnference held.onLdu1y 3rd, it was
decide that a provincial government would be established in
Shanghai'and the president, Li Yuan-hung, Qoutd be welCQmed
in thevsouth‘to;run a new governhent. However, Li declined
the o'ffe_.r,“ o - | -
At thevbeginning of therrestoration, there were many
.provinces whioh'hejd‘an‘attitude_of neutrality. They neither
agreedlwithinor went against the restoration. These :
provinces included Hupeh,.Honan:'Kajnsu'and_‘Fengtien.gé
' Nevertheless, when Chang Hsun~was on the edge of collapse
;‘after”the ftFth of:JUIy, a]] these prov1nces seﬁt out the1r
own - telegrams of oppos1t1on |
There were also some m111tary governors who agreed tg

the restorat1on at the beg1nn1ng but soon opposed it when
signs of fa11ure were seen. Durlng the restorat1on N1
Ssu-chung was glven the rank of governor of Anhwei and had
presented a memorial to thank the grace of the Ch’ ing court.
But when the restorat1on was on the eve of fa11ure Ni
'turned agatnst Chang and 301ned the ant1-restorat1on
army. 00 .Other m111tary governors such as Li Hou chi of
Fuk1en. Hsu Lan chou of He1]ungk1ang and Meng En yuan of
.Kjrinhf1rst adyocated the restorat1on but soon deserted it
~when it showed signs of failure. !0 | |

\If the opposition from the provinces served to harass
Chang Hsun, the army led by Tuan Ch?.i- jui presented an

1mmed1ate threat to his restorat1on movement - 0On July 5, the



130

ant1-restorat1on army led by Li Chang ta1 and Feng Yu-
hs1ah5_enooantered Chang s army in Meng chuang (m1dway
between T1ents1n and Pek}ng).,Afterva short fight, Chang’'s .
~army was defeated and retreatedtto;Fethai. On July 7,-
Chahafgﬂarmy-again lost a battle and retreated to Peking.
The'anti;reetoration'army:linked with the force of Ts'ao
K'un and surrounded the ctty of Pektng.)°2
‘ Durlng the f1ght1ng{ the anti—restoration army got-the_ g
support of the Nanyuan Schoo] of Av1at1on in send1ng |
a1rp1anes to detect the act1ons of the "pig-tail- army”. In
"the middie of the war, the planes also carried.bombs‘ on
duly 7 , 2 plane f]ew over the Forbidden: City and dropped
bombs . 193 The members of the 1mper1a] fam11y and the Ch’1ng
officials were in a.state of terror. As P'u-yi recorded in
his memoirst “nobody came to kowtow to me any~10nger, there
were no.more 1mper1a1 ed1cts, and all my-regents'had
‘ d1sappeared except for Chen Po-shen and one other Wang
Shih- chen "104 However , after the bomb1ng. even Wang and
‘Chen "d1d not come to court and the pa]ace nios On duly 8,
K'ang Yu wei and Shen Tseng- ch1h escaped for pol1t1ca]
protectlon to the Amer1can 1egat1on 106

B After Chang Hsun lost the. battle in Fengta1, he .
res1gned all h1s posts On the same day, Feng Kuo- ch’ang,
‘now act1ng_presmdent of the repUbiic, disijsed Chang as
;miJitary‘governor of Anhwei.’Facing_such a deSperate“
situation, Chang Wired Hso Shih-ch’ang for aseistance,'put.,“.
Hsu refused to come.‘°V In a letter to his brother; Shth4heu

¢
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(the‘ninister of‘internalfaffairs of ‘the Forbidden Cityt.
Hsu tnstructed'htm to protect the emperor and to watch out
for the "outside officials.” The tern “outside.officials"
‘probably referred to Channgsun.“"8 Chang was‘angered‘with
Hsu’'s act1on and prepared to f\ght ._ -
 The ambassadors of the different countr1es represented
in Peking did not want to see’the c1ty destroyed by~battles.
They tried. to.mediate betWeen the two hosti]e parties. On
fidu]y 7, the ambassador of Br1ta1n in Pek1ng proposed to the
‘ambassador of dapan Hayash1 Gonsuke, that Br1ta1nvwou1d
. help spare Chang Hsyn's 1rfe and property if Chang ‘were
willingfto surrender.tOngayaShi then presented'the idea to
~ Tuan Ch’i-3u1 Tuan Ch' i-jui. requested that Chang Hsun -
abo]1sh the monarchy and disarm h1s sold1ers in exchange for
his life.!''9 .Chang agreed to abolish the monarchy but 7 |
nrefused to d1sarm his soldiers. He still wanted to br1ng h1s
troops backlto Hsuchow. 1 The negot1at1on was a failure.
The anti-reétoration army attacked Peklng at 4.00 a.m.
on July 12. Dur1ng the long f\ght1ng, Chang s troops |
.suffered many casualt1es - They f1na1]y surrendered at 3 00
p.m. the'same;day, when the ant1-restoratlon.army agreed to
fpay themfthreeinonths’ salary andAsend themahome 112 Chang
.Hsun after‘1osing the war, fled to the Dutch legat1on
escorted by two fore1gners 113 The restoratlon movements |
which had lasted for twelve ‘days, hadlcome to_an.end.' -
The reasons why Chang Hsun failed in the restoratiOn-
‘Vmovenent have_béen-the subject of much‘disagreement: Many

- ' _ o oo
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historians explain that Chang’s failure was due'to his"
military weakndfs Chang brought only 4 300 troops
therefore he was eas1ly crushed by ‘Tuan Ch’ i-jui’s anti-
restoration army. The argument seems reasonablef but in fact.
it is not. | |

Chang had a total of tWenty_thousand troops stationed
at Hsuchow and he had already brought one-fourth of his -
milttary poWer_to Peking. He went to Pekingetn the name of
'mediation; could he bring all hts.soldiers from the.homev
'prov1nce to PeK1ng on the pretext of mediation? Did Chang
appear to be a med1ator or a f1ghter7 Moreover -he thought
~that the Petyang leaders. would not oppose his restorat1on
:movement and that he could summon his troops to Pek1ng any
time without be1ng afra1d that the m111tary government wou ld
stop them from comlng north 114 Furthermore. Chang s
restoration movement was opposed by a11 the m111tary
.governors of China. Even 1f Chang had taken all his army to
' Pek1ng. cou]d it have wi-thstood the army un1ted by Tuan
Ch’i-3u1 and other m111tary governors”' ' '

Some h1stor1ans suggest that Chang Hsun s fa1]ure was
B due to his self1shness and d1ctator1a] ways After the
.»restorat1on. Chang tooK al] the 1mportant posts and only
granted posts of secondary 1mportance to the m111tary
- go ernors The mn]ttary-governors were not SatISfTed and
therefore Opposed (1hang’s,restoration.“'5 This factor sounds
reasonable; but uas it decisive? In the monarchical movement

‘of Yuan Shih-K'ai, Yuan gave high and.honoured titles to
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every military governor, but they still -opposed him.
Therefore ‘this was not likely the real problem
Some suggested that Chang Hsun S fa11ure was due to h1s

incapable leadership. A newspaper in Shangha1. Hsin Wen Pdo,

 made the foi]owing comment : |
| Had the restorat1on been managed by Hsu Shih-chang,

it would certainly not have been so clumsily

handled; had it not been the work of Chang Hsun, the

Commanders of the Peiyang clique would have soon

acknowledged themselves the emperor’s subJects 116
Is the.oomment justified? It is;to be renembered that just a
few months before‘the reStoration, Chang -Hsun had been
e]ectedbleader of the Thirteen Provin ftnterprovinciat
tAsSooiation and had sucoessfule’convened four Hsuchow |
Conferences. Was 1t bossible that only a few months later
h1s leadershlp ability could van1sh7

»,In fact Chang Hsun’s failure, as suggested by Reg1nald
'dohnston; a'tutbr of P’Ufyi, was that he had too much
“confidence ‘in. his mi]itary‘prestige and was too naive in
believing that the military governors would keep their
pnomtses to suppoht;his restoratton~idea;“7 The‘military
'governohs,had-never ser10us1y intended_to restohé the Mancmf
.emperor- They just wanted to use Chang to achieue their |
d1fferent pol1t1ca1 purposes. Chang m1staken]y thought that
_ he was the leader and all the m111tary governors would
,f{1sten to h1m..The m111tary governors.real]y did not want

anyone to control the emperor from behind the scenes and

thus give orders to them.



134'

Furthehmore, Chang Hsun’s'faiture was due to his
conflicts,with other factions, thus isolating him. Chang_
“struggled with Hsu Shih-ch’ang for the firét‘honours'of.the'
‘restoration mouement, They strugg]ed for thekpost ofiregent;
1n"1917, Chang‘again opposed Hsu becoming generaliSSimo.
After the success‘of‘the hestoration movehent, Chang gave’
't‘Hsu the empty tit]e‘of Dtrector of Pi-te'yuan. Hsu, thus,
'd1d not support Chang.. : | | '
| Chang Hsun s relat1onsh1p w1th the members of the
Tsung-she Tang was not a good one. After the restorat1on
Chang excluded Pu-wei and Shan-chi from membership in the
cab1net Sheng- yun obtained the worth]ess title of Grand _
'Secretary. The military power of the Tsung she Tang in
.Manchuria,and Mongolia thus did not support_Chang'Hsungfin
the hestoration movement . |

‘Chan Hsun also had conflicts with K’ang Yu-wei because
of theih fundamental difterent ideas of the monarchy. K’ ang
advocated a system of‘constttutiOnal'monarchy, While Chang
insisted on‘aut0cratic monarchy Chang maintained a good
relat1onsh1p w1th K’ang because he thought that he could use
K’ang s 1nf1uence to br1ng about the restoratlon However
'uhen Chang succeeded in the restorat1on, he a11enated K’ang
1mmed1ate1y by giving h1m the meanlngléss t1t]e of Deputy of’
P1-te yuan X

| It ts clear that,ChanngSun’s failufe was a result of

his naivetefwith regard to the military governors and of his:

failure to unite the restoration factions. One .further
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ﬂ’ﬁattervrequires’some attention and that is the relat;onShip
be tween the‘restorationﬁmoyement»and Germanyj After the
_restoration, there were strong bumoars that Germany had
participated in the'conspiracy. Many newspapers revealed
that Chang Hsun had actUally receiYed noney‘and‘weapons from
Germany 11 It wae also said that the foreigners Who took
Chang Hsun to: the Dutch’ 1egat1oanere Germans 118 The

’Germans, in fact, had good reasons to support Chang Chang

: was opposed to China’ s part1c1pat1on 1n the F1rst ‘Wor ld

War,‘2°vanduGermany also hoped that China wouldareta]nﬂtts )
neutrality. Their co-operation seemed to be a.reasonable’
.assumption, The Germans,however strongly denied'ang |
participation in the restorationlmoveme'nt.121 |
‘Chang‘Hsunts contact with the Germans started when he
worked in the military school in Hsiaochan. Here he knew
quite a number'of'GerMan military advisors.'22 After the
establishment of the republic, the'ahmunition that'Changfs
army used was made 1'n}Germany.‘>2‘3 During the WOrld_War,'
- Chang Hsun'’s opposition to China's partictpation'again.won
the faVour of:thefGermans.'Germany was prepared-to help in
the restoration in exchange for the new govérnment’s
neutra11ty 124 At the t1me of the restorat1on in 1917,
Germany was ‘war-weary and could not g1ve any help to
Ch1na.‘25A report on July 7, 1917, from the ambassador of
Great Britain in Peking, reCOrds: . (
'it 15'quitehpoSSible that some German money may haVe
been put up to support Chang Hsun and that later a

German Minister encouraged him to try the coup
before he left, but I do not think arms were
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_..\ _ e
' supported by Germany, or that any cons1derab]e sums
would have been advanced by banks once the
“minister’ s influence was moved. 26

From the above,.one can see that Chang did have contact
with the Germans before 1917. In 1917, China broke off |
relations with Germany and the ambassador had to leave. This
cut the contact between Chang and the Germans. In fact,
Germany was too busy in the European war to supply extra
resources to help - the restorationists.

After.the restoration movement, all the arrows pointed ..
to the Ch’lng court for its part1c1pat1on in the
_restorat1on Parl1amentar1ans, led by Ma Chun wu, suggested
cance]llng the Art1c1e of Favourab]e Treatment as a
punishment. 27 The republ1can government under President
Feng. Kuo- chang and Premier Tuaj.Ch’i-Ju1 however tr1ed to
‘relieve the respon51b111ty of - the Ch’ing court by p]ac1ng
all the guilt on Chang.' ,
Not- only was the Ch’ ing court re11eved from punishment,
‘but Chang Hsun, the main consp1rator. was also. treated

leniently by the repub11can government Chang told the

military governors that he possessed val1d document129 that

- - could prove that they had or1g1na11y supported the

'hrestorat1on movement therefore, Chang was allowed to remawn
1h the Dutch 1egat1on and was given freedom in: secret

When Hsu Shlh chang became pres1dent in 1818, the warrant
for Chang s arrest was withdrawn.'3' Warrants aga1nst the
other restorat1onjsts, such as'K’ang Yu-wei, Liu Ting-shen

and Hu Chi-yuan were also withdrawn the same year . 132
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What were'the'infTUences of the restoration movenent onl:
the republic? After the restoration, Li‘Yuan?hung refused to
become president again and Feng Kuo-chand becane oresidentw,'
‘Tuan Ch’i-Ju1 resumed the prem1ersh1p and also became
minister of war. From then on, the central government was
' controlled_mainly oy Peiyang 1eaders Tuan, now free from
oppoSitton, finally or August 14, 1917 dec]ared war on the
‘central oowers.'The restoration movement. therefore, had
. some inftuence on Chiua’s foreign~policy. Chinafs entry into
the world war had far reaching effeots.‘Her intennational
image increased'nhen it was involved in the Versailles
Conference in 1919 and became a member of the League of
Nations The peace settlement after the war, however 1ed’to,
the May Fourth Movement\when a great protest errupted in

China against the allies’ support of Japanese r1ihts over

-

Shantung. '33

The restoration»movement*also led-to'thevdivision.of
the country When Tuan Ch’1i-jui resumed the premlersh1p, he
called for a new parliament: 1nstead of reconven1ng the old
'parl1ament dissolved by. Li Yuan hung on dune 12, 1917
- Tuan's act1on was opposed by the Kuomintang 1n the south,
who hoped to br1ng back the old par11ament Tuan however ,
‘turned a deaf ear to their opposition. Hence the - Kéomintang,
under the leadershtp of Sun Yat-sen, made alllances with the
military governors‘of five southwestern provinces including

Kwangtung, Kwangsi, Yunnan,_KWeichow and,SZechwan, who

SRy

- declared their inde endence from Peking. Sun Yat‘sen.ﬁﬁfth“"
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~the support of the navy, then went south and set up a
military. government in Canton to launch a Constitution
Protect1on Movement (Hu -fa yun- tung) This led to the
d1v1s1on of the country wh1ch lasted more than a decadeb134
After the failure of the restorat1on movement of 1917,
»the restorat1on1sts were not d1scouraged Restorat1on1sts'

- such as K’ ang Yu-we1 and Sheng-yun st1l].gave their efforts

" to ‘the restorat1on, and the Forbidden City still looked for

1,a m111tary strongman to restore the Ch’1ng emperor to the
throne. o i | |

- After the failure, K’angAYuPWei hid tn.the.American
1egatlon During this period, he wrote ahbook called Kung-ho
p’ ing-i [D1spasswonate D1scuss1on of the Repub1lc] and agafn id
po1nted out the danger of a repub11c and the advantage of a |
‘t1tu1ar monarchical repub11c,‘?5 In December 1917, K’ ang
finally left the American legation and went to Tsingtao and
Lushun‘to.visﬁt3Pu;wei and Shan-chi. 735 He returned to
Shanghai-andtresided,there,tDuring'this'periOd. K’ ang
»communicated with prominent»administrative.figures'such‘as
Feng Kuo- chang. Hsu Shih- ch’ang. Chang Tso lin and Lu
Jung- t'1ng to incite them to restore the Manchu monarchy 137
No positive response, however, wasvrece1ved.‘ .

| Aoart from K'ang Yu-wei’s endeavours, Sheng-yun of the
Tsung-she Tang also worked hard towards the restoration.

After the failure of the 1917 restorat1on, Sheng- yun went to

Kansu in 1918 in order to find allies for the consplracy. Hei-w‘

"

went to Kansu because he had been the Governor General there_
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in the former Ch’'ing dynasty and'most of'his*suhordinates
had becdme the military commanders in Kansu under the
republican government. Sheng's attempt,'however. was Known
- to the military governor Chang Kwang-kin, and he succeeded
in persuadlng the m1l1tary commanders to reject Sheng- yun s
1dea of restoration.'38 Sheng yun returned to Ts1ngtao
w1thout ach1ev1ng his goal. ' ‘

Apart from K’ang Yu-wei’s and Shen- yun's’ efforts.‘the‘
Forbidden C1ty was also worklng for the restoratlon They
still fol]owed the old pTan -and searched for a m1tTf§Yy.
7strongman to carry out the restorat1on They first placed
hope in'Feng Kuo4chang, the new pres1dent of the repub11c
When Feng Tost the pres1dency to Hsu Sh1h~ch’ang in 1918
their dream soon vanished. They then placed their hopes,1n'
Hsu. “ |

~ The ‘choice of Hsu Shihfch’ang as president in 1918
brought excit.emeﬁ»t to the Forbidden City. P'u-yi in his
memoirs recorded that “Many Manchu carrxages and women S
ha1rsty1es appeared in the streets of PeKing.... There were
’even amateur nobles’ drama groups and clubs "“° Hsu,“
however, d1d not carry out the restorat1on as the
| restorat1on1sts expected,“‘ and the Forbidden City was once
again disappointed. | L

The Forb1dden,C1ty was quick to p1cK another military
strongman, Chang Tso- 11n m111tary governor of Fengtien. The
contact between the Ch’1ng court and Chang Tso-1in became

close durtng fhe second half of 1979 It started when Chang

-
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helped the Ch’ing court to sell the imperial p.ropelrtv in
Fengtten, and'the'Ch’ing court sent an official to'Fengtien
W1th gwfts to thank Chang.'4? As an aftermath more contacts
were made between the two parties. When Chang Tso- 11n went
to Peking in 1919, he had an audience with P'u-yi. Thus,
rumours that Chang was planning a restorat1on were,4

; therefore, wrdespread. The Peking Leader, dated December 27

1818 recorded, "According to'current a]]egatnons,»the’
monarchy this time wi]t be started by genera]‘ChangnTso'lin
thh the'co-operation of certain’monarchtcat and military :
leaders of northnest'chﬁna, and ex-general Chang Hsun,...
will play a very 1mportant part in it."143 At that t1me
however, Chang was too busy prepar1ng for war ‘with the
Chih1i C11que therefore-he could not have g1ven any help to
.'the Forb1dden C1ty even if he had wanted to carry out the
" restoration. B | c e
Five years later in October 1924~ a mitttary»coﬁo was -
started by Feng Yu- h51ang in Pek1ng, and President Ts’ ao
- K'un was forced to res1gn 144 Feng then dom1nated the
.central government He had long been d1ssat1sf1ed with the
articles of Favourable Treatment and w1th P'u-yi’s remaining
;»1n the Forbtdden C1ty 145 On November 5, he sent troops to
drive P’ u- yi from the Forb1dden C1ty 146 P’u -yi lived
‘temporar11y in the dapanese 1egat1on before 1eav1ng to take -

up residence. in the Japanese zone 1n T1entstn where he

rema1ned for seven years.

®
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' During this time, P'u-yi continually’ tr.ied to get help
from the ﬁijitary=governors Contacts with governors such as
- Chang Tso-1in, Wu Pe1-fu and Chang Tsung-ch’ ang resu]ted in
no pcsitive responses ‘ |

After P'u y1 wag driven- out of the Forbidden. C1ty. the
restorat1on1sts became very depressed about the future of
the restorat1on They gradua]ly rea11zed that the old method
of p1ck1ng a strong m111tary man to help the restorat1on was
not pract1ca1. They then tr1ed to obtain fore1gn he\p This
time their choice was dapan .

Japan had a 1ong-time ambttionwto obtaih Manchuria from
China. OhASeptember 18, 1931, dapanese'launched a successful
attack jn~MahChuria and conquered it“within.a hundred days.
v.fo cope with the denunciation from other countries, the
'dacanese gcvernmentvtried to set'up.a puppet regime'with a , .
‘Chihese as the head'of-the government but/cigtrolled by thei o

dapahese They finally rhose P'u-yi for the plan. First

ii;lécont’,t with P’u yi actca]]y began in 1925 when Tsukuba -+

'restoratlonlsts such as Cheng Hsiao- hsu escaped from

Tientsin and went-to Lushun in Novemberi 1932.“8 Qn March

1, 1933, thevpuppet state of Manchukuo uas estahltsbed'with
P'u-yi as the chtef executive. To the restorationists, |
P’u-yi’s becoming cw}ef executive meant the success of the'

restoration that they had dreamed about for twenty years.
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. second. As-P'u-yi stated in his memoifsi’

~

s | - . Chapter vl

'~ CONCLUSION
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From the Magu@bdjcwon,ih _191‘2@;&1 ;the
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,estalishmenggdf;Man ukuc @R s tiempts for restoraﬁ%op

did not cea¥e. The restoration move® nfﬁpff i created %¥e

_,& 5 N A i

S ‘ i A . ®
first peak, while the establishment of Mapctugo was th

% :

Activities with this aimzin .view did not begin with
my brief restoration in #¥17, nor did they. end with
my flight to the Japanese legation in 1824. One .
_ would be safe in saying that they did not cease for
'a day from the abdication proclamation in 1912 to

" the establishment of the "Empire &F Manchukuo" in -
1933.° , o ‘ '

»
. *

The most important reason for the endiess attempts ét‘

restoration was the incompiete rev 1utioh. In fact, as
‘mentioned in the.previOUS chapter; the repub]ic.was
eétéblishbd not by revolution, but by a comprdmisé between
the revolutionaries - the old bureaucrats and the Ch’ing
court. Most of the revolutionaries did'not agree with Sun
Yat-sen's theory of revolution that would lead them
gradualiy to cdnstitutib%al governr_nent.'2 They -thought that
the ﬁain aim of the revolution was to oveﬁtﬁfow the Ch' ing
dynasty and establish a republic. In ordéh to.achieve thfs'
goal, they compromised with Yuan Shgh-k’ai and made him:
first president of the republic. Sun Yat-sen was' very

disappointed in his comrades:

150
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At the beginning of the first year of the Republic I

resolutely watched over the revolutionary process. 1n ﬂ' o

order tb achieve the gogl of revolution and
~reconstruction... but most of my comrades did not
agree with me. Even though I repeatedly explained
matters to them and argued with them, it was of no
avail. Most of them thought my ideas were too
advanced. Alas, was it really that-my ideas were too

advanced or was it that the Knowledge of my comrades
was . too 11m1ted73
. . “a

: After the estab11snhent of the repub11c. the government
- was gontrolled by the old .bureaucrats of the former Ch'1ng
"~ dynasty, and the revolut1onar1es had no power. The
'government continued within ‘the atmosphere of the old
bureeucraoy and that created a situation benefibial to the
restoretionists “

Furthermore, %?e 1nstab111ty of the government provwded
a good breeding ground for the restorationists. There was
never a stable government. At the beginning, there were
con?ticts be tween the president Yuan Shih-k’aj and the
Kuomintang. These conflicts finally led to the outbreak of
the Second:Reyolution in 19813 whicn brought more instability
to the country. Again, in 1915, the monarchical movement of
Yuan Shih-k’ai brought the country back into turmoil. After
ngan’s downfalt, new conflicts arose between the president,
Li Yuan-hung. and the prime minister, Tuan Cn’i-jui, which
finally led to a militarist codprin 1917. The instability of
the gerrnment thus provided cont.inuous chances for the
restoration movement. During the conflict between the -
presideng and the Kuomintang from 191? to 1913, there was an

abortive restoration movement and the first Manchuria and



Mongolia Indepeﬁﬁent mpvementt During the anti-Yuan mOVe?ent
'in‘1916, there were the second Manchuria and Mpngolia
‘Independence Movement and the abortive restorattbn movement .
In 1917, the restorationists used the conflict between the
president and the premier to bring about thelrestoration of
the Ch’ing emperor . Therefpre, the 1nstab1l1ty of the
repub11c gave the restorat10n1sts a chance or perhaps the

chances of the restorationists really showed the’ 1nstab111ty 4

of the republic. "

- In addition, after theiestablishment'of the.reprTic in
‘1912; little attention was paid to the problems of the ‘
3 pepp]e and there were no'SOeial_reforms;.The prpvinces were
controlled by mi]itary.governors who wished only to enTarge:
their terrf?ories and to increase their wea]tnvand power .
Not on]y did they not 1mprove the people S 11ves, but they
tr1ed to squeeze every penny from the peasants 4 M1111ons of
peasants were dr1ven off the land and many of them’ starved
to death. Some peasants became bandits. The most ‘famous c,/)
greup to ferment unrest was the White Wolf, which was
anti- repub11can and pro-Manchu. In Ernest P. Ypung’s
analys1s, their dlsaffect1on was pr1mar1ly social rather
than politwcal. ‘ |

To the ordinary peopte. the idea of a republic was

total]y new; they did not understand what a republic was.
Some evén thought the "president” was -another name for the
emperor. Nevertheless,‘they‘knew that the republic did not
bring'stability or prosperity t0'ththNUsua11¥, unéer a

Yo ~
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. system of monarchy, a new dynasty'brought at least a few

decades of stab111ty and prosperity. Such was the case w1th

the Han dynasty, the T'ang dynasty, and even the Ch’1ng

'dynasty The new repub11c did not bring: th1s Some people

began to th1nk that it had ‘been a mlstake to change the

system. They began to blame the Republic and to think aboht
the old monarchical system. In fact, the people at that time

had more belief in the monarchy than in the repub11can
3

system wh1ch they did not totally understand. Ch’'en: Tu-hsiu,

]

2

a professor at_Pek1ng Un1vers1ty and 1ater a leader of the
Chinese Communist Party, made the following comhents:

People’'s minds are still obsessed with the old
monarchic notions... The great majority of the
people of China st11] believe in a monarchy and had
no faith in a repub11c . If we want to stabilize

- our republic, there is only oneuthing to be done. ..

- We must clear out’ our people’s minds of every trace
of the antiquated monarchic ideas that st111 possess

"them 5

. ; ‘ e
Sun Yat-sen criticized the peop1e’s dependence on

monarchy as‘a reflection of the1r slav1sh mentad1tye He used

- an anaédgx of the blacks in the United States. Before

. emanc1pat10n the blaggs depended on. their masters for
” 3

lodg1ng ‘and food.. After emancipation, the b]acks had, a
difficult t1meA4s1nce nobody was go1ng to feed them or
prov1dealodg1ng for them. They began to blame the liberator.
Thevéhinese in 1911 had'the same problem. They.were seeing
the ﬁepublic not as liberator but as something which brought

turmoil and poverty to the country.7 Sun’’s argument, to a

certain ektent, was not fair to the people. because no
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"liberation” was given to them, and they suffered under the .
republtc. Their'recallvof the old days was not tota11ycbased
on a slave attitude but on_disappointment‘with the republic.
As P'u-yi statesd in hts'memoirs, "Why some people were . |
talking about the ‘Pormer Ch'ing was, of course that they
were sick of the d1sasters 1nf11cted by war]ord1sm "8 The
people s lives in sthe old days m1ght not have been s0 good
but 1ife in the repub11can era was even worse r
From above one can see that the s1tuat1on of the early

repub11c rea]1y prov1ded a good breeding ground for the
restoratrontmovement. The restoratﬂon1sts were furthery
'encouragednby thejpresenoe of the Manchu emperor in thé

1Forbidden City as'a figure-head These beneficial Situation”

who prov1ded ideas and p]atforms for the
restorat1on ‘movement . In the military area, there were
”fﬁung she Tang and the "0ld Bureaucrats such as Chang Hsun

jﬂawﬁ? he1d con51derable military power Furthermore, there was

ek %apanase m1l1tary and financial assistance provided. by the

dapanese Ron1n thh all these beneficial factors thy did

1

the restorat1on_repeateq1y fail ]n‘the early republican

. J .

period?

‘The f1rst reason for the failure of the restorat-

)

ionists can be 1a1d on th§1r lacklng strong and stable

m1]itary power . The m1l1tary power of -the Tsung-she Tang was

not stable’because 1t relted on band1tary and Japanese

-
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assistance. Band1ts .were not - rea] restorat1on1sts and yere
merely concerrod with mater1a1 advantages They were not -

dependab]e. If the banditary was not re11ab1é,'the attitude
‘ . . L]

of the Japanese government was worse. There was never a.

consistent pb%jcy of thé dapanéée government toﬁards the -

problem of China. The restorat1on1sts, espec1a11y the\JVV/

4Tsung -she Tang suffered fa1lure due to the continuous

 sh1ft1ng in dapanese policy towards the Repub]yc.

The mi]itary power'from‘the *01d Bureaucrats" faction,
like Chang Hsun, was comparatively dependable. The military
strength of Chang Hsun was not enough to bring a restoration
movement to fru1t1on It had tobrely on . the support and
co-operation of the military leaders, who ware most]y

opportunistic&@nd could not be Felied upon. The .lacking of

-stable and strong mi]itary power constituted a major factor

in the failure of the réstoration movement.

The second reason‘for the‘failnhe of the
restorationists were the mistakes‘in their Conceptua]
framework. The restorationis}s always thought that the
turmoil of éhina was brought about by the republican system.
In fact, it was the opposite. As Fukuzawa fukichi stated in

his book An Qutline of Theory of Civilization , monarchy is

not necessarily good, but neither is a democratic government
necessarily good."® Furthermore, Fukuzawa indicated that "if
conveniant fppr a country’s civilization, the form of N

government can be a monarchy or it cgn be a republic."'® The

turmoil within-China was created by the men who led it. The -
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