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This material is intended for general information only and is provided on an "as is", "where is" 

basis. Although reasonable efforts were made to confirm the accuracy of the information, 

Alberta Health Services does not make any representation or warranty, express, implied or 

statutory, as to the accuracy, reliability, completeness, applicability or fitness for a particular 

purpose of such information. This material is not a substitute for the advice of a qualified health 

professional. Alberta Health Services expressly disclaims all liability for the use of these 

materials, and for any claims, actions, demands or suits arising from such use. 

Disclaimer Statement
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About the SAG and their rapid review process

AHS Emergency Coordination 

Centre (ECC),

Personal Protective Equipment 

(PPE) Task Force

Alberta’s 

Chief Medical Officer of Health

(Dr. Deena Hinshaw)

Scientific Advisory Group (SAG)

Rapid review reports can be found at:

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page1

7074.aspx

Knowledge Resource Service 

(KRS)

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page17074.aspx
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KRS search process

Reference 

interview and

building the search 

strategy

Searching and 

screening the 

results  

Preparing and 

sending the results

2 to 8 hours

Article requests 

fulfilled by MLTs
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Unvalidated COVID-19 search filter

exp Coronavirus/ or Coronavirus Infections/ or coronaviru*.mp. or corona 

viru*.mp. or ncov*.mp. or n-cov*.mp. or novel cov*.mp. or COVID-19.mp. or 

COVID19.mp. or COVID-2019.mp. or COVID2019.mp. or SARS-CoV-2.mp. 

or SARSCoV-2.mp. or SARSCoV2.mp. or SARSCoV19.mp. or SARS-Cov-

19.mp. or SARSCov-19.mp. or SARSCoV2019.mp. or SARS-Cov-2019.mp. 

or SARSCov-2019.mp. or severe acute respiratory syndrome 

coronaviru*.mp. or severe acute respiratory syndrome cov 2.mp. or 2019 

ncov.mp. or 2019ncov.mp.

(limit by publication date)
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Other evidence sources

• COVID-19 specific databases

– LitCovid, WHO COVID-19 Database, 
covid-evidence.org, etc.

• Curated COVID-19 guides

– CADTH, Oxford COVID-19 Evidence 
Service, CDC, Coronavirus (COVID-
19) - Cochrane Resources & News, 
NICE Coronavirus Reviews, etc.

• Journal websites
– NEJM, Lancet, BMJ, etc.

• Vendor portals

– EBSCO, OVID, etc.

• Preprints

– medRxiv and bioRxiv.

• Twitter

• New media

• Various grey literature

• Google
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Citation management and search strategy documentation

Word document, PDF, Excel 

sheet, or RIS file

Mendeley, RefWorks, or 

Endnote
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Lessons learned

• Information overload

– Research on COVID-19 doubling every 2 weeks

– Not necessarily relevant information

– Information quickly outdated

• Working with a variety of writers

– Adapting to each writer’s unique preferences

– Lack of familiarity with the rapid review process
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Lessons learned cont.

• Short timelines

– 2-8 hours turnaround  

– Potential impact on quality and comprehensiveness

– Managing expectations

• Learning as we go
– Constantly adjusting search filters 

– Discovering new resources 
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COVID-19 Timely Topic subject guide www.krs.ahs.ca
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