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~ ABSTRACT .
\"’: , 7 "r P ‘. . "_ N \-‘::‘ .\ﬂ “

' The_goaiiof'this'study was to isolate psy?ﬁoiogieai:reducationai
and..demographic dimensions related to persistenegxat‘Grant Mackwan
~ Community College. ; o )

135 freshmen from the Fa]i of - 1975 comp]eted the Student _ s
{ . . v T
Entrance Questionnaire, conSisting of itens ranging from demographvg

'to»educationai attitude in content, as well as the Fundamenta].;nter— "

. personal- Relations Orientation-BehaVior (FIRO-B), a measure ofj’
i c . L .

- expressed and desired sociailintegration. College records were
monitored over a‘period of fourvyearS'in order to ciassify students?

as persisters,or nonpersisters- 122 students from th]& initia];sampie

&

were contacted in the Spring of 1979 and asked to complete the items .

-fro the first fOUr sca]es of the Omnibus Personaiity Inventory (OPI

4

- to ob ain a measure of acadgmic orientation There was a 40% response

_rate -
~ I _ ] ] .
Data weresubjectéd‘to t tests.for significance of difference

between’independent samoies. Resuits indicated that there were Signi—

ficant differentes between the two .groups . - When both sexes were

fincluded educationa] attitude and psychoiogicai factors were the
‘best discriminators- When the tho groups were diVided on the basis

: of sex, Significance of diffenence was . rep rted on denngraphic

a

d.variabies in addition to educationai and psycho]ogicai items

4

These findings are seen as.suggesting that psycho]ogicai and

] educationqi attitude variabies can differentiate perSister from non-

,.

perSister co]]ege freshmen of both sexes whiie demographic variables

have some power in'discriminating groups of the same>sex.
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CHAPTER ONE
THE PROBLEM
. e E .
In A Future of Ch01ces, WOrth (1972) pred1cts “Hﬁgher'education;

wh1ch present1y embraces colleges, 1nst1tut1ons€ and un1vers1t1es,

will oe.requ1red.to more significant ro]e in the 1ives of a

greater number_of‘ﬁ 2 fins,than it has in the”past. A]berta, 1ike :
Canada and other western.countries, appears tofbe in an intermediary
and critical period between e11st1st and mass h1qher edUcat1on (p.55).”
| As worth (]972) predicts, the sevent1es saw an 1ncrease in the

number of persons who app11ed for post- secondary educat1on Converse]y,
the seventies also saw a per1od of no growth, or constra1nt in many
of A]berta S 1nst1tut1ons of h1gher 1earn1ng Thus, many 1nst1tut1ons‘
are forted 1nto 1mp1ement1ng se]ect1on pr0cedures, curta111ng the
ava1lab11jty of h1gher educat1on. | | |

With the close of this decade at hand,,forecasts for future growth

L

among some of Alberta's post-secondary system are'disma1} Institutions,
in these times of'ftnancia1 exigency,‘seek'to stretch the educational',:
dollar.’ | | | |

Thus, one of ‘the 1ssues 1nst1tutions are_&ddréSsing; 1n.search:
of a so]ut1on is attr1t1on - S | |

One need not be a f1nanc1a1 expert or c]ose]y connected to the.
econamics of higher educatwon to rea11ze the paramount losses inherent
in a high attrition rate. Not only do students who reg1ster and fail
to remain jn:attendance'reduce the number of full t1me egunya}ents

1upon which government grants are based, but they also-waste-time,

energy, and financial resources the institution expends in teaching,



-

counse]11ng, and record ma1ntenance

4

Equa]]y, 1f not even more cr1t1ca1, are the 1osses ‘experienced by

the student who drops‘out Wenc (1977) est1mates that 40 to 50 per :
A

cent of all freshmen dropout of h1gher educat1on ent1re1y F1nan— ;.

»

c1a11y, th1s often involves 1p substantial cost to the student 1n
Tost earn1ngs potent1a] and 1mmed1ate costs wh1ch may 1nc1ude the
repayment of a student 1oan Furthermore the persona1 losses exper-
1enced by many students are often more devastat1ng -and endur1ng A |
sense of fa1]ure, frustration and bwtterness are common to th%se who
perce1ve post secondary education unsu1ted and often 1nsens1t1ve to‘the1r
needs and sk111s For these students, to know what one's chance of
A pers1st1ng is, would be 1nva1uab1e Astin (1975)vattempts to deve]op'
. such an equat1on
For a soctety uith scant monetary resources and a burgeoning
unemployed popu]ation of 18 to 24 year olds, post- secondary attr1t1on
tstpurdensome A]though vocat1ona1 is cited as the primary mot1ve for“
enter1ng the post secondary non- un1vers1ty system (Bosett1, 1972),

L8

many who pursue such goa]s leave w1thout their rea11zat1on .
Cogn1zant of the hardsh1ps attr1t1on Ccreates for student, 1nst1-_
_ tution and society, it is of 11tt1e surprise to discover hundreds of
'.reports on student attr1t1on in educat1ona1 and psycho]og1ca1 11terature‘
In fact, students who do not pers1st at post secondary educat1on have

v

been ‘of constant concern of educators for decades

Community colleges-in the United States and'Canada.have_in common
the problem.of a yery high droupout rate. Simttarwto natfoha] averages,
Grant MacEwan Community College, Edmontorf9 A]berta, reports an

attrition rate of 55% (wi1son 1975)



To safeguard the future of those students who e]ect to attend. th1s
institution as we]l as the -very future of the fnst1tut1on its e]f
character1st1cs that differentiate the student w1th h1gh dropout |
. potent1a1 and the student w1th hlqh pers1stence potent1a1 should be
1dent1f1ed in order to understand and reduce attr1t1on Research -
_(Bosh1er J972 McIntosh 1974 MacM111an 1973) has shown that early
1dent1f1cat1on of and 1mp]ementat1on of programs for potent1a1 drop—
outs s1gn1f1cant1y reduce attr1t1on rates. ~

The goal of th1s study 1s to isolate psycho]oq1ca1, educat1ona]

' and demograph1c d1mens1ons re]ated ‘to nonpersistence at Grant MacEwan

Commun1ty College.: Hopefu11y theSe measures will he]p 1dent1fy poten—

t1a1 -dropouts and thus preventive meaSures for the 1nd1v1dua1 cou]d be S

attempted and more eff1c1ent use of existent resources cou]d be»d

- effected | | ‘ | |

F - To actua]1ze the goal of th1s study, 137 freshmen who reg1stered

h at Grant MacEwan Commun1ty Co]]ege in the Fall’ of 1975 comp]eted the -

Student Entrance Quest1onna1re cons1st1nq of 65 items. rang1ng from

demograph1c to educat1ona1 att1tude 1n content, as we]l as the FIRO B

a measure of expressed and” desired soc1a] 1ntegrat1on Co]]ege records

iwere m0n1tored over a per1od of four years in order to c]ass1fy students

as pers1ster or nonpers1ster Of ‘the 137 students 80 werellater

classified as perswsters and 57 as nonpers1sters ; - } x~f
A‘yAdd1t1ona11y, 122 students from th1s 1n1t1a1 samp]e were contacted

\’1n the Spr1ng of 1979 by 1etter and asked to complete 1tems from the

‘f1rst four scales of the OPI, the pr1mary components of the 1nte11ectua]

*disposition category, in order to obtain a measure of academ1c

orientation. There was a 407 response rate. i 3
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. , CHAPTER TWO -

LITERATURE REVIEW

i &

. If'théri {s a éinq]e unifying featufe }n the.problpm of attrition
in insfitutjons of h{éher 1earn1ng; it is one of concern shared by
educators, administrators, reseérchers,‘and students alike. Beyond
thfs link of concern,~the equivoca1‘na£ufe of this phehomenon has led
to varying approaches in%its study. The amount of research on college
attritign'migﬁl suggest that much is known; however, questions remain

unanswered and discord among researchers waits unresolved.

N Categories of Research
’ The magnitude oflgﬁtritioq.research isfsimplifiéd by'the use of
categorfes. Whjle-a}guments abound fb}.the use of others (Spddy; 1979);
the four categories-Knéwe11r(c%teé in Spad}j 1970) proposes providé -
" not oR* %Onvéﬁience but a ghronb]ogica] per;peCtive for dropout studies.
The four] categories df the investigations are: censué studies, which |
atté%pt fo document tHe magnitude of,attritiong‘and transfer rates

@«

wlthin or across institdtions; autopsy studies; which. seek self-reported
. , ' ® .

.easons for students leaving school; case'étudies, which generally
involve 1ong—ténn follow-ups of students 1nfiia]1y regérded as potential
risks at the time of admission; and predictiye studies‘which utilize a
range df admfssion variab]eé to generate prediction equations for a
variety of college 'success' measures (Spady, 1970, p.65).

Initial dropout research, primarily of tHe census variety, has
proviﬂed a data basenén which later 1nqu1r1és.weké founded.' It bro—
vidéd the facts: college dropout rates are higH; the term dropout

must be specifice .y defined, the freshman ﬁﬁbpddt is the greatest.



The se€ond category ofnstudies, provide'post hoc explanatfons for
dropping out. However, Astin (1975) cautions: "to décept these
interbretations at face value is a questionaEle practice, considering'
the complexity of the dropout phenomenon-and the natura]ytendency of
persdns to ratjona1{%r behavior which might be. regarded by others &s
iWTHénce of faii;:://p.]4).” Students often cite ﬁocia11y acceptahle
%pasons such as : ancial problems aﬁd boredom with cou%gés -(Asfin,
1975; Spady, 1970; Wenc, 1977). The last two categories of researchy
are thus the most useful in the predictibn and prevention cf attrition.
Much time has been devofed to the inadeguacy of attritipn'stuay'
designs.3~Astin (1975) states the principal deficiency is the’1ack of
1ong%tutinda1 design ;ﬁd the use of only -one or a limited number of

institutions. Further criticism is directed at/drdpout investigations

: <
in that there is a lack of theory-based research (Spady, 1970; Tinto,

31975). Spady (1970, 1971) and Tinto (1975) who provide representative

. sukveys of the 1itgréture conc1udelfhat the most u;e%u1'studies are
theory-based and adopt mu]%fvéridte designs4and statistical ‘procedures.

Others such as Maynard (1975) suggeét that traditional methods of data

analysis are inadequate.

A1l of the afove noted shortcomings of existing research will be

guarded against in the design of the present 1nve5tigatioh.

College Attrition Research

| In order to ;ynthesize research on the dropout from college,
'iﬁdividua1 characteristigs.of students that appear to be related to
thejr persistence in college will be examined first;.then the charact-

’ eEjStics associated with student“slinteraction within the}co]]ége



environment will be evaluated.

Individual Characteristics

| .Demographic, family, environmental, academic, personality, va]ue
and attitudinal factors are among,the‘corre1ates of persistence iden-
tified by researchers. 0ldroyd (?@iﬁ) stresses that efficient
prediction of early attrition is extremely_diffiuult because so many

variables are involved.

.o

Age.and Sex

0f the demographic factors which are mast often included in re-
search, review indicates that age is not a crucial variable and that
Jom, . .

sex, although not significant in overall attrition rates, can be

" significant in‘certain cases (Pantages & Creedon, 1978).

' Genera1'f1ndings demonstrate that likelinood of an individual
dropping out of college is related to family characteristics (Tinto,
19755 Astin, 1975; Spady, 19705 1971). More specific findings enumerate
parlicu]ar family attributes relating tQ persistence in college, In
essencé, this research suggests that pér§isters aré more likely to come
from families who a;;~ﬁore eduated and urban. Dubois (cited in Spaﬁy,
[970), however, finds an actual revérsa] between background variables ,
and aftrition. In his study at a relatively unselective institution,
students w%th fathefs of blue collar status were more likely to r in
than those whose fathers had high occupational status. This may alsg
be thg case at Grant MacEwan.Community College which is an ;open-dpor‘
1n;t1tution!

Other factors that have been found to be important to persistence



Academic Ability \

in college are the quality-of ihe ne]ationshipslwithin the family and,
the interest and expectations parents have for their children's * &

eaucation (Cope & Hannah, 1975).

§ e,

persistence.

Attitude

As important as the student's family j% His ar hef abi]ity#éi?h\
fact, much study has been devo%ed to the relative importance of .academic
vs. nonacademic variables (Morgan, 1971; Morrisey, 1971; éeén & Covert,
1973; Lanning, 191]). Measures of ability such as ilhose ohtained on
étanddrdized tests_such ag the American College Test (ACT) and tHe
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), as well as gfade point averages may be
the most significant predictors of attrition (Pedrini % Pedrini, 1976).
Academic ability and educational success do’notcéuarantee persistence:
many academically capdb]e students chodse,to Teave. ‘Vanderwe11 gnd
Sartoris (1973) observe comparable academic achievement levels between

students withdrawing‘anﬁ students not withdrawing. Academic factors

are then only one of the individual characteristics retated to

v

The role of attitudes in college adjustment may be as important as.
the 1nte11ect0a1 resources of/the student. Steele (1978) and Timmons
(1978) distinguish persisting ahd nonpersisting students on the basis

of attitudes toward co]]gge. The present stUdy includes an educational

attitude component.

- Finances

%

The influence of financial factors in attrition is controversial.



" In autopsy studies, studentsconsistently rank finances high in their.
reasons for dropping out. Research, however, indicates that these are

. - ‘ &
not the primary reasons that prompt students to drop out (Cope &

Hannah, 1975; Wenc, 1977). _Financial reasons are often given by
students because they are socially ‘acceptable. "

* Furthermore, Wenc (1977) warps: "It is impbrtant to feiteraterv
that we should not be lured into the trap of assegsing attrition and
'reténtionvin academic¢ and/or financial terms, as there is every indi -

catioﬁ that theqactual reasons for withdrawal are related to poor

: : ~

choice of institution and motivational factors that bear on a student's

commitment to a specifié educational goal (p.19)."

Persbna]itx

The finé] individual characteristic to be discussed is persona]ityﬂ
Tihto (1975) suggests tﬁe significance gf personality characteristics
of incoming college students‘to'persistence is obscured by a lack of
adequate measures. Lack of clarity nevgrthe1é$s has not preveﬁied many
from devotinq.ﬁhejr energies to étudying the role 0€;perSoha1itybin
cd]]ege attrition. Maﬁy.s%hp]y refterate a need for furfher research
in the area. Heilbrun (1965)‘comments: “}t seems reasonable'to exbect
that persona11ty factor§ may make a significant 1ﬁdependent contribution
to student attrition, especially if the first year of college is con-
sidered (p.1)." Similarly, among the assumptions Brawer and Cohén (1970)
:suggest as common among researchers is the neéd fbr basic reséarch that
seeks to isolate 6erson§1ity dimensions in order.fo idéntify tﬁe
potential dropout. Theories relating persona]ityvfo attrition géﬁera1]y

relate to both the academic and soéﬁa] experience of the student.



Student personality, as-relafed to academicvadjustment; T§ most
often measured by the Onnibué Persona]ity.lnventory (OPT) (Hannah,
1971; Brawer & Cohen, 1970; Maynard, 1975; Rose, 1970; Morgan, 19713
’beVeCchid: 1972) - Morgan (1971) and Hannah'(]971) exp]ore the person—
ality tra1ts of dropouts and stayins across the dwfferent var1ab]es of
the 0PI and find significant d1fﬁsrences on Jeverai sca]es. Hannah
(1971) concludes fnat "eavers" are less settled personalities whd.
w1thdraW‘from contact, probably because of uncertainty, confusidn and
1ack_of‘difection. Trent and Ruyle (1565) report that'inte11éctua1
1dispo§1ti0n, indexed by combining the OPI scales of ref]eéti;a thinking;\
abstract thinking, intellectual curiosity and artistic interests,
pistinguished the students who were .likely to withdraw from college
~and those who were Tikely to remain even thcugh they were of
companab]e intelligence. ‘

dditional OPI scales, Impulse Expression (IE) and éomp1eXfty (co),
Hesse;f(c1ted in Cope, 1968) ffnds to differentiate between dropouts
~and persisters, Students scoring hﬁqh dn these two scales have
significantly higher dropout rates. - Research ny'Cnyn (1968) shows that
Lhe varlahlvx of Rebigious Libevaliam, Estheticism and Theoretical
: Or1entat1on distinguish dropouts and stayins. Maynard (1975) atﬁempts
to respond to methodological weaknesses of previous atirition/persona]ity
studies by’examjning the re]ationshib’between selected personality
‘fraits,‘the type of prograh enterad, and the successful cdmp1etjdnyof )

. o .
that program.. Results of this study indicate that successful students

tend to score higher on measures of theoretical orientation, estheticism

and complexity. Employment of the OPI in assessing the significance of

AR

personality characteristics in college student attrition yields results
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as equivocal as the top1c in que§t1on That “the results are uneven,
\

Suggests they should be app11od to a sp(t1f1c rdther *han a genera1
. \
\ 4

Other researchers 1ntbrested in thp role of pérsona]ity;fhﬁract—
er1st1cs in colleqge attr1t1on use a variety of nther 1nstruments In
a study that rnvest1qatps the relationship of twelve’ ron1nte1?%ft1ve
“factors tp attr1t1on-and academlt dLh]EVQNEn\, Jonn>og (1971) 1nc]udes

temperament traits from the Guil ford-Zimaerman Temperament Survey.
. ] D

The Rotter Incomplete Sentence Blank identifies factors that differ;

entiate between “defau1térs" (voluntaiy w:thdrawa13)‘andkpersisters @

(Rose, 1970).

IS

Social Interaction

2

AT]‘areaS‘correlated with retention involve interaction with

other people (Stée]e, 1978). Tinto-(]975)#présents a theoretical model

of dropout behavior based on Durkhe1m S tneory of suicide originally
dEVe1oped by Spady (1970). He suggests that: '“The soc1EN\condjt1ons i
affecting dropout from the social system pf the col]égé would resemble
'those resulting in suicide in the wider societys name1y, insufficient
interactions with others in the cg}1ege and insufficient congruency
with the prevailing value pattferns of the colleqe co]]éctive]y. Thus,
1ag§ of 2pteérat1on to that social system of the col]ege will lead to
low commitment to that soc1a1 system and will increase the probab111ty
that individuals will decide to leave college (p.92)."
| The efficacy of Tinto's model is tested by Terenzini and
Pascare11a (1977a, 1977b), who find that students' non-classroom

@ , :

interaction with faculty is related to persistence. ‘Corrésponding1y;

Kegan (1978) contendé 1nadeqUate or inaccessible advising and student

v

10



isolation are significant facto}% in studeﬁt Qithdrawa].. Timmons
(1978) also addresst the probTem'oY socfal isolation statﬁngvfhat
interaction with peers and'facu1ty is iﬁportant‘in adjustment.
: Pursuant to these findings, any research on college student
aE}rition will be ehhanced'by including sdme measurerof social inie- O
gratfon. Predictive studies should therefore examine thé‘re]ationshiﬁ
562tween'interpersunal needs and attxition.~.Vréa (1971) uses the Firo-B |
to relate.social behavior to academic achievement among, co]}ege fresﬁe,-

men. This dinvestigation also employes the Firo-B in attembting to

predict social integration.

-Summar : , ' | \Tb ‘

' From the preceding review, the reader may congclude that attﬁition
is the redult of an extreme]y intricate interpl of a mu]titude of
variables. As Spady (1970) suggests dropout behavior is probably best
explored by an interdiscjb?inary approach.

Accepting the interdiscip]ﬁnary approach, this study utilizes a
Student Enﬁrance Questionnaire, which includes demographic as well as
attitudina] items; the Firo-B, an instrument to assess expréssed and
. wapted interpersaonal needs, to predict social integrdtion, and the

S v
Oihibus Personality Inventory to measure academic adjustment.
Nt S

LN

S . .
" Specifically, this study will test the six null hypotheses outlined

below. ‘

a

HYPOTHESES

-Hypothesis 1

DA e

Persisters as oppused tp ndnpersTstérs:w1T1WhQ%adbtéin df?fé#énﬁﬂ$y~

o

scores pp_alﬁgyéﬁglogitaT index of intellectual disposition.

}



| Hypothesis 2

Persisters as opposed to nonpersisters will not obtain different

scores on an educational attitude scale.

Hypothesis 3

Persisters as opposed to nonpersisters will not exhibit differences.

4 s .
on demographic variables.

Hypothesis 4

Persisteks asYopposed to nonpersisters will not obtain different

scores on a measyure0f expressed and desired social integration.

Hypothesis 5
Female persisters as opposed to femle nonpersisters will not
~ exhibit differences on psycho]ogiqp1, educational and demographic

variables. : S,

Hypothesis 6
Male persisters as opposed to male nonpersisters will not exhibit

differences on psychological, educational and demographié variables.

y

s
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. ' PROCLDURL AND DESIGN

-

The” purpose of this study is te investigate whether psychological,

>

educational, aﬁd_demographic variables ‘can differentiate the persister
from thé'nonpersisger colleqge frq;hman at Grant Mactwan Community
oo ’ rd
- College. Cognizant of methological weaknesses in previous research a

Tongitudinal design,Wés adopted whereby data werecollected over a period

of four years.
| | ']
The Sample
Subjects for this ét&dy consisted of students reqgistered in a wide
variety of nontechnical programs aE Grant MacEwan Community College,
Edmonton, Alberta. bue to an ‘open door bo]icy' students represent a
wfde crOSS-qéctipn o% the population in terms of age, achievement and !
soéio-economic status. .
| The 1n1t1ai sample consﬁsted of 137 freshmen students, 35 mé]és
and 102 females, first-time registrants in the Fall of 1975. These
students were divided\into groups; first, onhihe basis of persistence
and second, dn persistence and sex, with the following numbers

/
resulting:

!
80 Persisters of Both Sexes
57 Nonpersisters of Both Sexes
63 Female Persisters
39 Femal€é® Nonpersisters
17 Male Persisters ]
18 Male Nonpersisters

In the Spring of 1979, a mailing of questionnaires to 122 of the
original sample for which addresses were available produced a 40%
responsé rate. This*fo]]ow-up sample of 50 contained 36 péféfSters,_

27 fema]e and 9 male, and 14 nonpersisters, 11 female and 3 male.



Definitions
Records in ‘the Req1strar g hfFire werevexamined to categorize
students in the above. samp1es accord1nq to the fo]10w1ng definitions:
(1) Persister - In this study students who completed at least
two trimesters (one,year) of co]]ege and reg1stered for a
third trimester of a two year diploma program or comp]eted
a one year certﬁficate.proqram were terméd persisters. &
: ,I (2) Nonpersister - Students whé withdrew from college either
during or at the end of fhéir first year of Study of a two
year program or during the firsf year of a one year pkogram
were classified as nonpersiéters.
\In accordancevwith the longitudinal design of this étudy and to assure
.accurate student classification, student records‘for each of the 137/
students in the original sample from 1975-1979 were examined to
deterﬁine whether nonpersisters re-enrolled in the College after a

trimester or more of absence’

INSTRUMENTS

Student Entrance Questionnaire.

# A 322item questionnaire (Appéndix A) was devised to gather certain

educational and demographic information from the student respondents.

Basic areas surveyed in the questionnaire were:

1.’ name

2. college iaentification number
3. . dge

4. sex

5. place of birth =

6, size of home community

14



10,
1.
12.
13.

Ry

15.

6.

17.

18.

19.

20

21.
22..
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

father's education

Tiving accomodation .
marital étaths
father's occupatibn

father's place of birth

mother's occupation

mother's:education

mother's’p1ace,of-bifth

vnumber of brothers and sisters
parental feeling toward cn}]ege
parents' marital status
feelings about home 1ife
relationship with parents -

edUcat{Qnél background

-college program

‘choice of program

student's interpretation of prodram objective

time of first app]icatioﬁ to college

attitude toward education

plans after graduation

-expected course content diffichlty

ahount of study anticipated
perceived atademié compefence
social ‘orientation

financial resources’

feelings ébout_finahcin@ edqcation:

)

Item #25 on the Student Entrance Questionnaire, the Educational

15
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sca]e, is.a 22- 1tem L1kert type scale deve]oped by Rundqu1st and- S1etto
(1936) The items are broad in content, ranq1ng from the effects of
.possess1ng an educat1on apon one's leisure’ t1me and upon economic

opportunity 'to conflict between educat1on and work (Shaw, 1967 p.233).

Co11ege students weje among the samp]e used in the construct1on of '

this scale. Rundquwst and S]etto (1936) report split-half. re11ab1]—
1tTes of 82 and .83 and test- retest re11ab111t1es of .84. Shaw (1967)
Anotes the lack of items regardwng the value of co11ege educat1on may

restrict the content vaTidity sogewhat; therefore, 1m this study, the
. | &3
words high school were replaced with college. -

v

Fundamenta] Interpersona] Re1at1ons Or1entat1on Behav1or (FIRO -8)

In order to assess the 1nterpersona1 needs of the enter1ng college

"students the FIRO B was adminjstered. This self- report quest1onna1re

L

is des1qned to assess a person S need for 1nc1us1on contro] and

T affect1on in various aspects of 1nterpersona1 s1tuat1ons ‘These‘

~ .aspects of behav1or are behav1or which he d1rects toward others and

'fbehav1or wh1ch he des1res others to direct: towards himself (Bloxom,

1972). | '
The.EIRO-B is en attrattive, easily used four page booklet, which

contains 54 items arranged so that responses can be easily recdrdeq

on -a 6-point Guttman sca]é?--Subsea1es assess each needrsepanately

«for each of the two'modes of expression' expressed or wanteo.

(Complete definitions of subsca]es are found in Appendix- B) 3 _ o

-

" Schutz (1967) reports -that the 1nterna1 consistency. (reproduc1b11—_

ity index) is high, rang1ng from .93 to .94, for a]] sub scales and
consistent over samp]es. A]I”testheteSt corre1at1ons are adequate

(range .71-.82) with a mean coefficient of .76.

16
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citing the‘accept1b1T1ty ‘of the theory under1y1ng the use of the

Guttman sca]es, Schutz (1967) reports satxsfactory content va11d1ty
He states that an 1nd1v1dua1 s response to a new 1tem would be at least
90% reproduc1b1e from his scale score | -

| One of the ways concurrent va11d1ty of this 1nstrument has been
explored was through studying the scores of various occupat1ona1 groups.
D1fferences ‘among these groups were striking and helped c]ar1fy the
meaning of the concepts beh1nd the meaSures For examp]e, h1gh over-
all scores were atta1ned by profess1ons requiring a. great dea1 of
contact w1th other adu]ts such-as sa]esmen and school adm1n1strators
It thus 1ppears that FIRO- B subscales are re1ated to nontest behavqor.

Bloxom (1972) recommends the FIRO B forTuse 1in systematic’

- research on .the subject of interpersonal neads.

,Omn1bus Persona11ty Inventory (OPI)
| 'Heist and Yonge (1968) des1gned the OPL pr1mar11y for use in.

_research on co]lege students. Coan (1972) v1ews it as an effect1ve

instrument for assessing the 1nte11ectua1 or1entat10n and adJustment of

‘ college students. Many researchers concerned with the prob1em of
c01fege attrition have emp]oyed the OPI (Rose, 1970 Morgan, 1971
Cohen, 1970, Devecchio, 1972).

Utilizing a true- false format, Form F, includes 385 1tem5‘and
yields 15 scores: th1nk1ng 1ntrovers1on, theoretical or1entat1on,
esthet1c1sm, comp]ex1ty, autonomy, religious or1entat1on, social

'extrovers1on impulse expression, personal 1ntegrat1on, anx1ety 1eve1
a]tru1sm, pract1ca1 out1ook mascu11n1ty fem1n1n1ty, response b1as |

and intellectual d1spos1t1on, based on the f1rst SiX scores ATl

scales have re]evance to the problems of’ adaptat1on at the college Tevel.

17
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The test appears to have adequate reliability. The K-R 21 and
split half estimates of internal consistency reported range from .73
to .91 for the substantive scales, and test-retest coefficients vary
from .79 to .94 Va11d1ty approached through correlations w1th other
inventories, obtained coefficients 1in 11ne with expectat1ons (McReynolds,
1972).

Norms are provided for college freshmen only. Although the test
is long, taking the average rgspondentlfrom 45 to 60 minutés for com-
pletion; it is considered as good as any alternative instrument
'ava11ab1e (Coan, 1972, p.116}.

In order to reduce the length of the 1nvéntory and thus insure a
better response rate,ionly the jtems on the first four scales were
-included in this stuﬁz These scales derve as primary criﬁeria in a
, system of locating persons on certain points on a continuum of
intellectual dis pos1t1on The first four scales that comprise ;his
category are: Thinking Introversion (TI), Theoretical Orientation
(T0), Estheticism (Es) and Complexity (CQ). Validation studies havé
shown that pe}sons distributed along this dimension are products of a

variety cf background experiences and have distinctly dissimitar °

orientations toward learning and scholastic activities.

bata Collection Procedures

During régistration in the Fall 1975 Trimester, students were
~asked to complete the Student Fntrance Questionnaire and the FIRO-B.
“Tests wéfe administered by research assistants who explained why the
data were being collected. Less than a total population of freshme.

was obtained for the following reasons: (1) student participation



B

19

was voluntary; (2) students Qho reqistered late were not included;
and (3) only those questionnaireﬁ containing complete data were included
in the final analysis.

In May, 1979 a questionnaire consisting.of the 1tems.6f'the four
scales that comprise the primary criteria for the intellectual dispos-
ition category of the OPI Was mailed to 122 of the 137 students in the
orig{na] sample. Nonrespondents were sent a second questionnaire in

June. (Appendix C)

Analysis

Results from the Student Entrance Questionnaire, FIRO-B, and the
OPI were entered on computer cards and subjected to the ANOV‘10 program
of the Division of Educational Research Services, University of Alberta,

which carries out t tests between independent means was used. Criterion

significance was set at .05 but trends beybnd .10 were also noted.



CHAPTER FOUR

v RESULTS

Can psychological, educationa1'énd demographic variables distinguish’
persister from nonpersister studénts?‘ In §ttembting to answer this
question, the following steps wgre‘taken. Persisters and nonpersisters
in the first four procedurés consisted of both males and females while
in the last two stéps, these two nominal groups were further subdivided
on the basis of sex. First, persisters and nonpersisters were compared
on é psychological index ofqintellectua1 disposition. Second, educational
attitude scores on the same nominal qgroups were examined. Third, 43
demographic variables were anélyzeq for persister and nonpersister:
g}oups. Fourth, persister and nonpersister scores on a measure of
social 1ntegrat1§n were compared. Fifth, female persisters and female
nonpersisters wére contrasted on intellectual disposition, educational
attitude, social integration, and demdgraphic variables. Finally,
males of the same nominal groups were examined across the above
categories.

For each of the six procedures, the pertjnehttnu]]'hypothesis will . -,,:

be restated,.fo]loweq”bx,fjndjngsﬁand conc]usiogs appropriate tb eéch

QU G P B ~ «

2 e e e e

4':hyﬁ6theSiS}“'

HYPOTHESES FOR PERSTSTERS AND NONPERSISTERS OF BOTH SEXES

Hypothesis 1
Persisters as opposed to nonpersisteré will not obtain different
scores on a psychological index of intellectual disposition.
Findings

- The means and standard deviations of the four scales of the OPI



that serve as pr1mary cr1ter1a for the intellectual disposition category
.are reported in Table 1. t tests for significance of difference between
1ndependent samples revealed that there are no significant d1fferences
on any scores.

The homogeneity of the groups was also exemplified by examining
variance. The F test‘for a significance of difference between indepen-
dent varianees did not produce any scores that were significantly
different.

Conclusion

Hypothesis 1 is confirmed.

Persisters as opposed to nonpers1qters d1d not obtain different
scores on a psychological index of 1nte11ectua1 d1spos1t10n

Hypothesis 2

Persisters as opposed to nonpersisteré will notcobtain'different
scores on an educational attitude scale. |
Findings = ' ' | ' L el
In Table 2, means and standard dev1at1ons for the 22 1tems of the o
_educat1ona1 scale appear t tests for s1gn1f1cance of d1fference -
between 1ndependent samples produced s1gn1f1cant differences at’ thel 05 .
“level on the fo110w1ng flve var1ab1es
1. Schoo1 training is of little help in meetlng the prob]ems of
real life.
2. College courses are too impracttcal.
3. Sav1ngs Spent on educat1on are w1se1y invested. "
4. An educated person can advance more rapad1y in Business and

1ndustry ' N

5. Parents shou]d not be compe]]ed to send the1r ch11dren to school.
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" be taught at public expense.

Persisters expressed a signifiéant]y higher agreement with t)fe above
statements as indexed on a five point Likert-type scale.

Additionally, a difference at the‘.WO level was noted on the
fo]]owingﬂpwo jtems:

1. Only subjects 1ike reading, writing and arithmetic should

2. Most young .people are getting too much education.
Nonpersisters agreed with the firsﬁvitem above significantly more while
persfsters‘agreed with the second item.

The F test for significance of difference between independent vari-

' ances produced 11 scores that were significantly different. This

f1nd1ng further supports the d1vers1ty of the two qroups o N
Conclusion

Null Hypothesis 2 is rejected. Persisters as opposed to nonpersisters

did obtain different scqres on an educationél attitude scale.

Hypothesis 3

Persisters as opposed to nonpersisters will not exhibit differences

on demographic variables.
Findings

Demographic variable means and standard deviations for persisters.and

\

nonpersisters are compiled in Table 3. Results from t tests for signi-
ficance of difference between independent samples indicated that per-

sisters cannot be d1st1ngu1shed from nonpers1sters on demographié data
at the .05 1eve1 of 51gn1f1cance There are however, three differences
at the .10 1eve1. Scores 1nd1cate that persisters tend to Took forward

to meeting new friends and finance their'education by using sav1ngs and

by receiving assistance from their spouses more than nonpersisters.

23
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g

The F test foh significance of difference oetween independent var-
_jances indicated that eiqght variables were sﬁgnificani*y different.
bitfehences were'noted on father's occupat1on mother‘ ‘and father's
fee11ngs about co11ege, attitude toward parents, soc1a1 life, 1eve1 of
_.educat1on, expected d1ff1cu1ty of coursevcontent, and method of
financing education. Although these findings indicate some djveréityv
e LbEtwe?n the-gn0ups, when considering 43 variables it is not significant
L_f,Conclus1on }.jd <:i2\ | ‘ / ’ 4
R e \\ - : )
oo The hypothesxs is conf1rnk8/ P}:\wster% as opposed to nonpers1sters>. :

W111 not exhibit d1fferences on demoqradh1c varldbles

Hypothesis 4

Persisters as oppoéed to nonpersisters will not obtain different

scores on a measure of expressed. and desired social integration.

Findings . , ‘
Table 4 1ndicates that there was a sigﬂf?::;nt\difference between )
‘persisters and nonpersisters on one score. t teste for a significance
of difference between independent samp]estrevealed nonpersisters scored
“higher on Expressed Control, the desire to exert control over things
and take charge. |
The homogeneity of the groups was further exemplified by the

'>Vartdncet' The F test for 51gn1f1cance of difference between ‘independent
ilffvarlances d1d not produce any scores that ‘were 51gn1f1cant1y d1fferent
Conc]us1on : o - - ‘ | N

Pers1sters as opposed to nonper§1ster did" obta1n d1fferent scores.

gon a_measure of expressed and des1red soc1a1 1ntegrat1on Hypothes1&»4:‘

s s
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is therefore rejected.

~

ngothésis 5

Female persisters as opposed to female nonpersisters will not

exhibit differences on psychological, educational and demographic

variables.
‘ Findings
eans and standard deviations ftor persister females and nonpersister
<&
females appear in-Tables 5-8. t tests for significance of difference

for independent samples were used 1o compare the means. Results from
these analyses indigated that persister females can be distinguished
from nonpersiste; femé]es on one demoqraphfc and two educational attitude
ariables at th .05 level of significance.

Mothers of persister females tended to be signi%icantly more
foreign born.

Persister females expressed siqnifjcantly stronger agreement with
the following educational attitude variables:

1. School training is of little help in meeting the problems of
real life.
| 2. An educated person cah advance more rapidly in business and
induétry.

Additional differences were observed at the .10 level of signifi-
cance. Two demographic variables further differentiated these groups.

- ¥ .

Fathers of female persisters tended to be.siqgnificantly more foreign
gborn.- Persisters agreed significantly more than nonpersisters that
their mother would be happy they were going to'co11ege. Differences

were also observed on 4 educational attitude items. Persicters tend to

" agree significantly more with the following:

r
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1., Most people are qgetting tdo much edugation.

2. Education. tends to make an individual less conceited.

3. Parents should not be compelled to send their chi]dﬁ?n to
school. . |
While nonpersisters tend to agreé'signifitantly more with:
| Oniy szject;'1ike reading, writing and arithmeticg should be
taught at public expense.- : aj

F tests for >1gn1f1cance of difference between 1ndependent vari-
ances préduced 51qm1f1cant d1fference§ on 8 demoqraphwc and g educa-
tional attitude items. A1though this. f1nd1nq suggests d1vers1ty, it in
itself is insignificant when considering 76 variables.
Conclusion |

Hypothesis 5 is rejected. Female persisters as opposed to female

nonpersisters did exhibit differences on psychological, educational and

demographic variables.

Hypothesis 6

Male persisteré as opposed to male nonpersisters will not exhibit
differences on psychological,educational and demographic variables.
Findings

Results from comparison of the means of male persispers and male
nonpersisters using t tests for significance of differencé between
independent samples are reportéd in Tables 9—12. At the .05 level of
siqnificancé, aidifference‘was 1ndicated on 3 variables. Male persisters
scored sigh{ficantly higher on the Complexity sca]é of the OPI. This
measure .reflects a flexible orientation rather th;n a fixed way of viewing
phenomena. ‘The other two significant variables relate to how males

finance their college education. Male persisters indicated that they

a1
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financed their ed&%ation by working during’the summer and by using
money saved significantly more than nonpersisters. Further demographib
differénces were noted between these nominal groups at the .10 level.
The groups differed in their pefceptfors regarding their father's
feelings about attending‘college and the expected difficu]ty‘of course
content.

Results from F tests for a significance of difference betwéen
~ independent vdriances produced differences.on 6 demographic and 6 educa-
tional variables. These results arn indicative of some diversity
between the groap%; however, considering 76 variables were ana]yzéd
they alone are not significant. - ' N
Conclusion

Hypothesis 6 is rejected.. Male persisters as opposed to male
nonpersﬁsters did exhibit differences on psychofoqical, educational

and demographic vériab]es.

SUMMARY OF RESULTS
This summary af results consists of two parts. Table 13 reports

all findings of significance at the .05 level. Table 14.is a recordihg

of differences at the .16 level whicﬁ do not meet the criterion level of )

significance set for this study, but are worth noting ip that they are

indicative of trends toward differences between the two groups in

question,



Findings of Significance (

Table 13

t

.05) For Both Sexes

Variable Category

Variable Group Scoring Higher

Educational

Psychological

Educational

Demographic

Psychological

Demographic

Findings of Significance for Females

School training 1s of
1ittle help in meeting
the problems of real
life.

"College courses are

too impractical.

Savings spent on education

are wisely invested.

An educated person can
advance more rapidly in
business and industry.
Parents should not be
compelled to send their
children to school.

Expressed Control -

~ FIRD-B

i

Schoo! training is of
little help in*meeting
the problems of real life.

An educated person can
advance more rapidly in
business and industry.

Mother's place of birth
{more foreign born)

Findings of Significance for Males

Complexity Scale - OPI

Financial resources --
Savings
Summer Work

Persisters

Persisters
Forsisters

Persicters
Percisters

@

Nonpersisters

Persisters

Persisters

Persisters

Persisters

Persisters




Trends Toward Difference (.10) For Both Sexes

Table 14

) A
Variable Category Variable Group.Scoring Higher
Educational Most young pgople Persisters
‘ are getting too
much education.
SN : .

Deﬁdg}aphic

“Trends Toward Differences for Females

Educational

Demographic

Demographic

Social Life --
Looking forward
to meeting new people.

Financial Resources -
summer work
support from spouse

'~ Most young people are

gettina too much
education.

Education tends to make

an indivi SS
conceited. .

Parents should not be
compelled to send their
children to school.

Only subjects like
reading, writing and
arithmetic should be
taught at public expense.

Father's place of birth --
more foreign. born.

Mother's feelings about
college -- in support.

Trghds Toward Differences For Males

Father's feelings about
college -- 1in support.

Expected difficulty of
course caontent.

Persisters

Persisters

Persisteri//

Persisters
Persisters
Nonpersisters

Persisters

Persisters

Nonpersisters

Nonpersisters




CHAPTER FIVE

IMPLICATIONS

This chapter presents a summary and discussion of the research
findings ‘'of this study. Further questions and possible directions

for continued research as well as implications for the college setting

are suggested.

Summary and\ﬁjﬁgy§§jpn_

Psychological, educational and demographic variables were used to
compare persister and nonpersister colaege students. t tests for a
significance of difference between independeht samples were used to
ana]yze'scores on the FIRO-B, Student Entrance Questionnaire and the
OP1. Results indicatéd that there were significant differences (.05)
between the two groups.

AWhen considering/bdfh sexes, educational ‘attitude and psychological
factors were the begz_predictors. Persisters could be distinguished
(.05) from nOnpensisters by 5 1téms on an Educational attitude scale as
well as the Expressed Cdnfro1 scale of the‘FIRd—B. Ev{denée“o}vfrend§'"”
toward differences (.10) were further established as resu]fs indicated
distinction bn one.additiona] educational attitude item and three
demographic variables. |

Examination of these results suggests persister§ of both sexes
agreed with eductational attitude items expressing a pragmatic és
opposed ‘to a theoretical orientation towards education. [t seems
plausible then, as Bosetti (1972) suggests of other post-secohdary

nonuniversity students, that persisters at.Grant Mactwan Community

College have goals that are vocational 1in nature. Persisting students



~are perhaps enabled to realize these goals since they are more ab]e to..
adapt to a structured environment over which they may not-have d1rect
control than nonpersisters, as indicated by the Expressed Conuro1
scale score.

Although demoqraph{c variables suggest that persisters look fbrward
to meeting new people at'col1eqe, scores on the Lxpressed and Wanted
Inclusion séa]es of the FIRO-B do not lend support to this predispos-
1tioﬁ. Further demographic factors indicate that financial resources
of the two groups differed although the burden of financing their
education did not.

When the twnxgrOupS were controlled for sex differences, signi-

ficance of d1fference was reported for both males and femalggem Female

perswsters_cou]d be differentiated (.05) from female nonpers} fers
on one demographic and two educational attitude items. Supplemental
examination of théée results (.10) revealed trends toward additional
difference on two démographic and four educatioﬁal items. The demo-
graphic items related to parents. ?arents of female persistérs were
significantly more foreign born. Mdthers of female persisters were
reported *o be in significantly more agreement with their daughters
choosing to attend college than were those of nonpersiéters. Educa-
tionally, consistent with opinions for both seges, female persisters
alseo agreed with statements expressing pragmatic educational goals. -
Finally, significant differences (.05) between male persisters
and male nonpersisters were reported on the Complexity scale of the OPI
and on demographic items indicating financial resources. There were
also indications (.10) that these two groups differed on their father)s

feelings about college and expected difficulty of course content.



Tﬁesg fé?@?ts may jndﬁ@ﬁfé;tﬁép AithOUQh nonpersisters reported more
support f}om their fathers in choosing to attend college, they

appeared to be less ab]efIOntn]eﬁﬁfé ambiquity'and expected the courses
to be more difficult thgd”%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁékstengg" Moreover, male persisters

SN 2 ~ :35-'::’ . o
- may be more prepared finanpia]]y;fhog§Veg, there is no YEDOﬁtedifs

2,

difference between the groups in ahility to fin#nhde educations '

From the above discussion, it seems aobarent that educational
attitude ahd psychological variables are the most salienéiﬁiscrimina—
tors of persistence as opposed to nonpersistence when sa%ﬁﬁeé consist
of both sexes. fFuture research, therefore, should concentrate on
discovering more effective disciminators in the attitudjna} and
psychological areas. Demographic data, on the other hanq‘/g;péared to
have some power in-discriminating persisters from nonpers{sters of the
same sex; howeve?, its collection involves much time which éou?d

" probably be spent more productively refining attitudinal and psycholo-

gical measures.

Implications- for the College A

The goal of this study was to 1soléte psychological, educational,
and demographic dimensions related to nonpersistence at Grant MacEwan
-Community College. It was hoped that the results 'would have implica-
tions for three college groups: administrqtors, counsellors and

students.

Individually, the results range in relevance. To the administra-

N

tor, who is interested in improving the quality of education, the
study has few implications. To the counsellor, who works with educa-

tional attitude and psychological factors, the results offer most. To

~
[]
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the student, who is interested in his chances of persisting there is
information ‘that could be used by a counsellor ig assisting him make

# .
decisions about college.

o

Siﬁcé the results have most relevance to counsellors, it is
appropriate“that some specific applications be cited. As persistence
appears to be reléted to a pragmatic attitude toward education as wg11
as vocational goals, studenfs expressing contradictory views should
be made aware that they may not have as gréﬁt a chance of persisting
as someone expressing compatible views and qoals. C(aution should,
however, be exercised in application of results s ince thé sample
consisted of only those students giving complete information. It
., therefore is.conceivable that the study sample consisted of a higher .
{portioh of persisters than total freshmen poﬁuﬁ%tién would have.

Collectively, the results of the study give direction for further
reséarchj] Future studies could concentrate on educational attitude
gndApsycho1ogica] variables. Meanwhile howevér, the problem of attri-
Ation exists,réo while research continues, as Pantages and Creedon
(1978) recommend, the college should shift its atténfion frqm predic-
tion to the prevention of attfition. Concerned writers (Brown,

1973; Oﬁmen, 19745 Cochran, 1975; Mynatt, 1973; Pantages and (
Creedon, 1978) suggest various intervention programs. Preventive \
programs could include: comprehensive orientation programs, active

outreach counselling programs for studenis 'at risk', additional

efforts at Jjob deve]obmentVfor graduates and creation of new ways to

maximize faculty-student interaction.
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FOR COMPUTE

U5k ONLY

-
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o ° - N
STUDENT ENTRANCE QUESTIONNALKE :

copy

v
g

7.

COMPLETION OF 10is OUESTIONNAIRE 15 Vj)_l,Aqh_TA)('Y,

0 NOT ANSWER ANY QUinLLoN:n YOU DO NOT WANT TO

NAMGE .

SURNAKE PIRST NANE ) ‘

COLLEGE I.1. NUMNER: [;il :]_" [:“Jt::lr:]

AL}

SRS HMJ‘,__i}" FRIALE L ;j »

FiACE OF BIRTH: e
' COUNTRY PROVINCE/STATE TOV%!/CITY

CHECE ONE O THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS WHICH BEST DESCRIBES THE
TYPL OF COMMUNTTY 1 WHICK YOU [JVED DURING YOUR PKIMARY AND
SFOCONDARY LCHOOL YEARS.  (IF YOU LIVED JN MOKE THAN ONE OF THE
TYPES G0500D BI1OW, CHECK THL STZE OF COMMUNITY IN WHICH YOU
SPENT THE CREATENT NUMBER OF THESE YFARS,.)

A comrunity vith population over one million

A coumunlity with population hetwcen 500,000 and onc million

A cermundty with populatfon hetween 100,000 and 500,000

A commur{ly with popuintlun Letween 5,000 and 25,0000
] B . A

1
|
|

A community with population between 25,000 and 100,000 J

A commint v with population Letween 1,000 aud 5,000

A communfty with populatfon lens than 1,000 . J

WHECH OF THE FOLIOWING RTATLMENTS HEST DESCRIBES THE TYPE OF
LIVING ACCOMMODATION YOU WILL BAVE DURING YOUR TIME AT THE
COLLELE?  (CHFOK ONE )

'L be otnylouy with my parent (w)

e mtaybig woiin otier r@lativen

be staylny with o fricoa

—— e e e L -

e BLayan. WL T

e Mvle, o [
. . ek R .
[E O N P SV o
P P U .,..A_‘_,J
, 1

PRI - . . - . ca



FOR COmruii i

oy

&

ONLY

19

20

21

27

25

26

SN

?
©UHL UHENEND MAKITAL STATUL:  (CHivE ONE)
I - -
[ J LENCLE

T e /

“ l’ ’ SEVARATED

——
H :
i .
b
t
‘

l DIVOECED
P .
i ‘ WIBOWED
S . )
[ | OTHER (SPECIFY)
] e .
! )
{
| .
Y. WHAT YLIWAL YOUR FATHEK'S UCCUPATION? - L I
{ .
' 4
TU. BATHEIC'S PLAGCE OF BIRTH: ) o L _ A
- COUNTFRY CITY :
P11, FATHER'S EDUCATION: S :
|
|
B VN MOTHER'S OCCUPATION: _ -
.
13, MOTHIR'S LLUCATION: e
14, KOTHFR'S PLAGL OF BIRTH: o
. - COUNTRY cIiTY
i
1. NUMBER OF BROTHERS AND Si57ckb: l -j
16, BESIDT FACH GFTHE FOLLOWING STATEHENTS CHECK THE HOX WIHICH MONT

CLOW LY EXPREL BN LK WAY YOU THINK YOUR PARENTS TEEL (OR woULD
i HAVE FLLT) ARQUT YOUR GUING TO COLLLGE.

STRONGLY DORSN'T CTRON | 1
ACHEE  AGKEE AR DISAGIFL  DI%AG+ ),

My Batfioe . fwonid have laes) ]
very bappy ) um pofng to

volaege. l ‘ f

1
|
S L S I
My tether o (woa , ave hoo n)’ i—‘ ’ ! J
Vooy Bappy Lnal Do oan b ! {
Al . | :
L . . . [ . [ N




¥

Ust

TCOMPUTIR

UNLY

24

3]

32

N

34

36-37

38-3Yy

40

1.

»

[N

P o Poan FACH FIFM CAKFFULLY AND CHECK IN THE APPROPKIATE BOX THE PHRAGE
- YOUR FEFLING ABOUT THE STATIMENT.

v

CHCF ERE AR T T

FARENTS' FRESFND MARITAL STATUS.

Living 2toget het N
Separated

Divoreed

One parvat dercuved

Hoth parent:

Othe; (Jdenerbbe)
bbb 00 TE 0L OV b,
FREG (FRET) ABOUT Yo

Very hingry

Hajppy
Undeetded

tinhnppy

Very unliappy

WEFCH BENT DESCRIBYES

Hutab TIME QN ANY TTEM,

STATEMEN

SIATEMENT L

-y

decenned

Wit T DESCRIBES HOW
HOME LIFF WETHH YOUR PARENTS?

WHICH BEST DESCRIBES YOUR

]

c—)r

=]

[__—‘j .
co

=]

(CHECK ORE)

L]

WOI'h RAPIDLY,

-

DO NOT s
BE SURE TO ANSWER EVERY 1

IF EOTH YOUK PARENTS ARE DECEASED ho NOT COMPLETE THIS QUESTIOM.
N

Woacr 1 have a problem 1 usually

stk my parents’ advice,

I dgn't particularly ke tn

hee wmy pareuts very of ten.

My parents 6td1] helpae out

financtally qutte uitea,

L don't renpect

of

my narenta

opinifonn monat

1o
would 1lke to have a
rami)ar ot

to that

luve the opportundty,
Hfestyle
ny parents.

the time. J

1

YK FOUCATIONAL BACKCROURD:

(~7 WHAT YEAR DID
[ AT s, marat
(LF UNL. S SIoY

STRONGLY
AGREE DECIDED DISAGREE _ ACH: -

|

R R

RADE Whni
OR torlove, WHAY

0 LALT ATTEND 0,0

Ty

UR-

6b

YOU GENERALLY

PERD

TeM,

STRuML:
(AR

RN GO o SR

[P R

Lot

IL?

T L




FOR CoMPUTEHR

USk ONLY

Ll1-44

45

Ldu-48

49

1.

27

24,

67

NAME OF GRANT MaciWAN COLLEGE PROGKAM IN-WHICH YOU AKE ENROLLED:

WAL THIS PROCKAM YUUK: (CHECK ONEK)

FIKST CHOICE L
SECOND ¢ HOICE
’ THIRD CHOICE L

WiEN DID YOU FIRST APFFLY FOR ENKOLLMENT IN GRANT Muc EWAN COLLEGE?

. YFAR I[ J HONTH L
~
A% YOU UNLERSTANL 1h, WHAT 1§ THE MAJOK OBJECTIVE OF YOUR PROGRAN?
( CHECX ONE)

10 cdurate and traln atudents for cmployment

{fn a specilic area

To pruvide students with a general education [~
Other (Spectfy) e . E




bt

ites
1.
2.
K

li

TANL UMY DN TRYOAPEN PRIATY WX Thi PFRASE Wil BELT EXFRESSES VOUR FEELING ABUTUT The STATDRENT.
B yuul 0wl perScasl experilence determ.ne your answer., Do not Bpenc c.<n time on any _.wm.. f in doudbt, check
TORL nearly Lo express your present feeling abou: the statement. WORK RAPIDLY. Be Sure to answver eveary
STRONGLY STRONGLY
. ACREE ) AGREE UNDECIDED DISAGRRE DISAGREE
-
2 pc On cau learn more by working four years than by going . ~
to cullege. -
Tre mcre education pecsle have the betcter they are able to .
enjoy life, hd
F' intiou helps paople to use their lelsure time to better
B atage..
7 gowd education {s a great comiort to a perscn our of work. A~ _
. ! |
[ LroLie TRROLsg eTirting, and ariihze: e shoule p !
Yo LAl public ex;ense.
Poodatlon teory ol o a 1ot tocay. ‘
Viuag people ate pettiry too mush edusution.
i .
1
)
: 5
L e . VoLln ALl tne ime ano effoert it | _ d Q
- N 4
equilfer .
q I + —
T strools e zourape Lo outdoals for N _
)
Tiere are t¢o man fals and frills isn . | h
! |
\ — i —
N . ‘ |
S0.zation only m4, e a PerscT Jiscorierniced. _
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- CTRONSLY STROSGLY

(o)
tey

AGREE AGREE UNGEC L DISACRLE DISsSPREE

Scheol training {5 of little help in meeting the problems
ct real 1life.

Fducation tends to mixe an individiad less conceited.

fetuticn of the w rld's problems will ccme through .

edic. tien,

Collrge (ourses are too impractical.

A peraon 1is moow_MWWo keep going to schoa! 1f Le/she
can gel a iob. . .

S.vings spent on educatlon are wisely investel. ’

“r80n Can sdvande oore rapitly in business

1
3

2t be cempeliled te send their children N

dIre valgatle t

———t

past penple think.

A cclle,e education wakes a perscr a better citizen.

. & X

Ll vy 570t o education dor.c

~osid fane Leen uvsed more wisely for

3 the rast few

Years




v -7 -
FOE COMPETY R ™
USr ORLY
7 26, WHAT DO YOU EXPLCT Tl&') AFTER GRADUATLUN? (CHECY. ONE)
) :
Cet a job fn an area related to your education l
Go on for furthes education [
A T:avel ‘ [::]
Cet any fob you can E
Don't know [__
‘
Other (Specify) e [____]
76| 2T HOM LASY/DIFVICULT 1ah YOl KXPECT Tul. CCUKSE CONTENT OF YOUR
. PROCRAM TO BE?  {CHLCK ONE)
! ¥ ——
5 Very difticule J
i -
DLffrcalr L___]
L
! \* Mot Lo difficult L____]
‘| \‘ Lany ‘I ]
i V4 Very casy u
|
77-7% | 28.  HOW HMANY HOURD PLR WLFK DO YOU THINK YOU WILL HAVE TO STUDY?

- ra

\ —J

29, HOW DO YOU THINK YOU Will DO ACADEMICALLY COMPARED- TO THE

Y OTMER STUDENTS IN YOUK PROGRAMI  (CHECK ONE)
TOP 251 OF THE CLASS L‘*j
SOMPWHERE IN THE MIDDLE [ ‘ ']
. \ : ‘ LOWER 2;1 OF THE ClAgs L tj
. >




FOR COHPIUTER

ULE

ONLY

11

12

( | -0

30, KEAD FACH TTEM CARFRULLY AND CHECK IN THE APFHROPRIATE BOX Tuk
PHHASYE WHICH BI ST DESCRIBES YOUR FLELING ABOUT THE STATEMENT.
Y. BE BURE TO

DO NOT SPEND MUGH TIMP ON ANY 1TUEM. WORK .RAPIDL
ANSWER EVERY ITEM.

STRONCLY UN-

DIS-

_ _AUREF __ AGREE__DECIDED _ AGREE

STRON Y
DISAGE &

(1) AT the present time 1 have N

vhat 1 conslder a very
active nortlal lite.
- _'

R e i e =

(2) Jt is very dlfficulrt for
me Lo muhe new frieado,

SO K
(1) During my time-nt the
college 1 expect to have .
8 very aclive so. 1a) life.

()] 1 am lonoking luruaEd to
ieet ing new p?')p.}P ‘at the
college.

(v) 1 don'C expoct to have time
tor much noctul l}ife
duriny my etay at-the

colicge.

i e e e PERUGISpUSNEPSPIS WU —

-

31, BKIOW IS A LIST ©F POSSIBLE WAYS IN WHICH A PERSON COVULD PAY FOR
THEIR COLLEGE EDUCATION. CHECK ANY OF THESE ITFMS WHICH DESCRIBE
HOW YOU INTOND TO FINANCE YOUR COLLUGE EDUCATION. )

»

(1) Using money I lLave saved

(?2) Obtaining student loans

(3) Borroving money privately frow a bank

(4) Obtaining financtlal spsistance from my parents

() Ohtniﬁx financial assistance from my wvife/husband

>

(t) Covernment grants or achojarahips’
(7) Morking part-time during the Lnlle.g@ year
(K) Working durtng the summer

9)  Oiher {(demeribe)

BRI

L]
L]
]

32, Clae oo THE N Si FUSL DESCALuES hOW You PELE ALOUT

Pl NG YOUR - LCATION.
’

LihaoCINT

WILL br ..

Y EDUCATIO.
burDUN AT Al
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(From

Phe Lendbomentad anderpersonagd dimensions ot the
FIRO thony dnctoaon £ Contel O and Adlccton
i may be detmad behuorativ as Tollows

LT he mterpersonad necd Por koo i the e

to estabhish and mamion a satistactoiny relationship

with peopie waith respedt Tooantenchion andassod
Cabiote Sotne ooms HLE connuie vanoas aspecis oty
relatronshsp that s promaniy posite mcitson g
CsOchtie, ahletach. nungies cemmunicade. heiene
compatnon comrade rnd o member teosether-
.

cncounter N eratine mciison i connoted b e

Ness. oL UL ity iieniion o i

©clude, mobate cutsider, cuteast. lonelvs detached,

withdimwn, whandons renore.

C. The miterpersonad pead o contiol s the peed
(o establish wnd niantan S satsfactoan reionshep

with people wirthrespeet 1o conttol and poswer

Coptrol behavior 1cters o thee deasior makany
process between peaple s Some terms g Gorets
aspedts ol PIHH.HIlf posihivge IESTFRR NS TN E NN .p‘\~\L"
authonty donmunance anfluence, controbraler supes
For, ofheer derder TOAspeeiy of negatne conbiet o
connoted T rebeiion resstande, follower iy
suhitssive. henpeck ed noigucioast
A The mterpersanat necd 1or e ien s the need -

Lo estuhlish and nontam o satistactons sehatior sip
with others with respect T dove and atlecnon Some
termsy that connote aspocts ol PIHH.:II]} Postind
allection e love, ke cmotionaliy doses posonal,
itntaie, boend, swectheart 7 Aspects ob nezativg
allection ate connated by Chater vooll dislike.
cmotionally dhistant. reecting.”

FIROSB therctoie comprises siv sedles bARressed
and Wanted behavior mothe wicas of Inull\:nn.'(unlx«,)l
and Affection  The names of these seades are pnven n
Jable 1

PARIT 1 NANMES AND SYANHOTS TOR FIROAE SO s

tapiessed Bohas o - Moanted Iehas s
i . o
Cel bk ellors o e dnden D wanrotie e peog
cther pevpbe sl aetotien” s fe b e e e
amd Lyt e s Tl Cantnc ey d noc s e
Ton b oo tae o Ui T e Loy fo bwion,e ovenot §ade
Sho pert kil o e b teol b ettors o
Pl e b b e ddaded A
AETNNINN . !
l o
l b o et tontod Dt want cthess e
cand oo over donee Ccannol and mtloenge e
CCantrol N\ T ke cloee ot s ‘ Pt other peopic 1o
* atnd b et g Jio what ! e what to de
toda :
Wt Dt athiers e

becons ciese To people Pevpress towendis and
Allection | evpoes bcodb and | allectonang fechues

i Abbey et tec by and by | o and e and oy
Do e conal o mtonate ke becomie dlese e

the Firo Scales Manual, William C. Schutz, 1967)
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May 17, 1979

Dear

Ad

Grant MacEwan Community College records indicate that you were
enrolled in the Fall 1975 Trimester. We are interested in
learning about factors influencing student persistence at

I ? .

post-secondary education.

Will you please complete the enclosed questionnaire and return
it to me in the stamped envelope provided? Your response will
be greatly appreciaied and,are_of‘vital imporfance to the success
“of this study. All informatioh will be kept in strict confidence

and.will be used on]y'to determine general trends.

Please réturn your response to me by May‘31, 1979. Thank ‘you

for your co-operation.

4

Celia Smyth

Counsellor

a . Grant MacEwan Community College
: Edmonton, Alberta



June, 1979

Dear £

A short time ago questionnaires were sent to a number of students
who attended Grant MacEwan Community College during 1975-76. Our
records indicate that you were on the mailing list and that, we
have not yet received your response. Another copy of the question-
naire is enclosed in hope that you may now find it possible to

complete and return it. Your participation is of vital importance
to the success of this study and is appreciated greatly. C

Your responses will be kept in confidence and will be used only
to establish general trends. Thank you for your cooperation.

‘Sincerely,

Celia Smyth
Counsellor '
Grant MacEwan Community College

’

/enclosures



