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- that of the other system To »how ‘how this mlght be

ABSTRACT v

In an eéncounter with A dlfferent conceptual sys—

'tem varlous procedures may be employed in the attempt -

to make it 1nte111g1ble This . the51s con51ders three

sallent methodologles Wthh ‘are based on d1verse phllo"

‘sophlcal presupp051t10ns shows what follows from each

and expllcates the one wh1ch appears most. fru1tfu1  The

positions whlch are reJected are: M

\
B E

(1) that view  which would attempt to understand

ad

'another conceptual system- exclu51vely by subsumlng the .,

!

concepts of that sygtem under famlllar conceptual cat-

Y

egorles, and .. - ,' L S u'?h*
(2) the V1ew thdt one must abandon one's own
conceptual system and authentlcally adopt the other as

a prerequ151te to understandlng

Wlnch suggests that u&derstandlng a dlfferent con-

:ceptual system is best, accompllshed by expandlno our ‘
' own conceptual system Dos51bly requlrlng a rev151on of

conceptual categorles and, spec1f1cally 1nvolV1ng an ex-*

j
tent1on of our concept of 1nte111g1b111ty 'Thls will

-result 1n a union of our concept 'l 1nte111g1b111ty w1th
. T~ .

accompllshed is the purpose of thlS essay

\
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To illustrate I have selected the conceptual Sys—

. o "

9

/

tem of the Y qu1 rugo Juan Matus ‘as descrlbed by
Carlos CaEtaneda follow1ng hlS experlences durlng sev--

eral years as an apprentlce to don Juan The e/amples

ple~ procedun , nor would ‘the latter if successful

be suff1c1ent for one to. become a 'man of knowledge'

R

The methodology, however w1ll be seen as aapowe{tul

tool Capable ofvproducing;eve; wider and more complex

syntheses of. conceptual system< and thenﬁby 1mmeasurably

y

'1ncrea51ng our understandlng

7 2t " - : ‘ '_-' ‘ ‘ . . ‘_‘
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_ . CHAPLLR 1 B
- A STATEM . JEC T
e
S °  .Man héé-be 3L one si 1 e immemorial with

‘///the problem'of-;ndersl ding t° e whns language, cul-

'\\\ture, religion, »r 1de : Lo cif_ er from his own.
He has had diffic.lty o i their discourse,

o . : . ’ .
practices, activities “clilfs, ¢ and the concepts

i

whlch give meanlng to thelr dc:k}lptlon and explanatlonf
In short, he has been faced with the: task of understand—
1ng conceptual systems which. dlffer from hlS own AMx'p

purpose 1in this thesis W111 be to provide an'analysis of

a few specific generél methodologies for thik sort of und-

N

ertaklng, and support my: preference.
‘The theoretlcal p051t10n whlch I wish to establish

may be best set out in relation to what I w111 refer to as

the Absolutlst and’ Relat1V15t p051t10ns vwhlch in the1r rad—‘

ical form constltute 11m1t1ng cases. The crux of the ~'j i

I

,Absolutlst p051t10n is that when two or more conceptuah sys—

tems conflict, then at most, one can be correct; the reso-

! . - S

; rlutionkofjsuch conflicts, giVen,thi% framework, must be

v
N

based on';nléppeal-tooan ultimate standard of intel i.gi-

vy
4

bility, ratlonallty, reallty, etc.' Absolutiemlassume< the
p0551b111ty of an 1deal conceptual system, a- perfect mlrrorpﬂ
_of-reallty. }Any actual,conceptual system w111 be corﬁ%gt
.to the eftent_to which'itvconforms_to this ideal system.

1
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: » / C \ ) | o
The radical Absolutist may\furthezlassume %fgher that
the conceptual System which he has is this’ perfect system,
[. or\more llkely that his’ conceptual system mest closefy ap—:
'é_‘prox1mates the ultimate system He thus‘proceeds to at-
tempt to understand other conceptual systems'by subsumlng
all-concepts;in the other‘system under ‘the eoneeptual cat- “} .H
egories of his own. When he attempts to understand the - (
beliefs,,practices etc. of the other conceptual system ¢
from‘its members' p01nt of View, 1t is to determlne how o
thelr mli—gken way of thlnklng mlght appear plau51ble to.
them To - 111ustrate this approach Peter Wlnch sets out”
vthe posltlon which a rad1cal Absolutlst from our culture_; .
would probably adopt-w en studylng the Afrlcan Azande ,‘ ’v’//

-”We'know that Zande bellefs i the 1nf1uence
of witchcraft, the efflcacy of magic medicines,
the role of oracles in revealing what is going _ o

.”onrand what i1s going to happen, are mistaken, . '

&%

N ThlS 1s in fact the way 1nswh1ch ' "dair MacIntyre sees

v

. ’
the anthropologlsts task. i tist orientation ‘ 3

"rational Criticism."
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-

ity or otherwise of those rules-and conventions - -,
‘ .- the beginning a{ an- explanation of why Cer-
»talﬁ%crlterla are *taken to. be ratrornal 1in $ome -

societies is that they are. ratlonal And .since

own norms of ratlonallty "

l. C

- Thus he holds that our norms of ratlonallty occupy a .

pecullarly central p051t10n ‘The radlcal Absolutlst con- -

AR

tends~that our other Nnorms . are 51m11ar1y pr1V11eged"Where-

-as the general Absolutlst S- p051t10n holds ‘the theoretlcal

p0551b111ty of-an’ ultlmate coneeptual system the radlcal

p051t10n holds that our System 1s that suPreme system %t

is not clear/Phat MacIntyre adheres to this extreme V1ew

1deolog1ca11y, but it 1s plau51ble to 1nterpret his com- .

: ments that way.

<,

In reactlon to. thls sort of approach the Relatlwrst

represented by Wlnch states hIS position‘ Forms of 11fe
are autonOmous,x each has 1ts own conceptual system. wh1ch
contalns 1ts .own - cr1ter1a of 1nte111g1b111ty,‘rea11ty and
ratlonallty Slnce these c0ncepts only have meaning w1th1n

a partlcular form of llfe nhey are not amenable to exter—

~

nal cr1t1c1sm There 1s no absolute or ultlmate standard .

of 1nte111g1b111ty, ratlonallty d%jreallty to Wthh anyone

may appeal in order to 1aunch such cr1gﬁc1sm. The radlcalr

Relat1V1st goes one step further by denylng that someone

external to a conceptual system can: even understand 1t the

,only way to understand a dlfferent conceptual system (1f
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S

3

at all] is by becomlng/an actua. Larticipant‘of_the form

of llfe xrvolved

N
e . .

N

. - IR
The .general Relat1v1st approach owes much’ to Wltt-

~

gensteln and his followers who developed the notlon of o

dr//efent forms of life. Ka1 Nlelsen sﬁetches out the 7

s

”Wlttgenstelnlan Fldelst” p051t10n whlc#}gs dernved from :

3.
a cluster of quotatlons taken from Wattgensteln Hudsonn

has rather succ1nctly summarlzed thlS p051t10n as applled

‘ ”Rellglous bellef can only . be understood from

“,1t sets its own defanltlve crlterla of coherence
1nte111g1b111ty, ratlonallty, and reallty "

' -

to religious dlscourse . R R

v
’

o
43

. . _4)_ .’ o o . v -

within; and it is immune to charges of inco-— “3
erence unlntelllglblllty, 1rrat10na11ty, or

non- aCCordance with objective reality; from with-

out’, because, llke any other universe 0 i1scourse,

-
'

‘In'order”to 1ay the groundwork for a methodology for

understandlng another conceptua system wh1ch 1§'founded

n».

\
eﬂ a phllosophlcal p051t10n betwe n these extremes it'will

be de51rab1e to clarlfy a number

Chapter 2, there W111 be a dlscu551on of whatils’;o be nwA

v

-meant by coneept! ~‘Lconceptua1 Systen s world V1ew":etc{

I sﬁall attempt to determlne what it is fo: someone to

have a’ conceptual system and 1ntroduce a dlstlnctlon be-

'tween the form of a concept and 1ts content in order to

answer these questlons

l,_ What ars - the necessary condltlons

o ‘.‘
for .a set of concepts to- constltute, ' S

a system7‘

t related terms. .'Inv -h;//%& o
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' The methodology for understandlng\&t£%e"ent concep-

2. What are the means by Wthh we may

1nd1v1duate conceptual systems?~hfjof S

)

tual systems Wthh I W1ll develop in Chapter 3, w1ll be’ f

v

TN . » e

based oniﬁ nch's gene al solutlon to tﬁe problem' i, e

the way -in Wthh some e from one cqnceptual system is.

Ths . N . . -

to understand another‘condeptual system 1s by extendlng

& ;

(and ‘thus alter1ng) one s, own.s_ In partlcular a person y;

must create a unlon of hls conCept of 1nte111g1b111ty and
that of the other system In the course of my enterprlse

"I w1ll present and cr1t1c1ze W1noh?s methodology, and dls-

¢
|r

cuss Varlous problems 1nvolved in constructlng a general

»methodology T

B

__. —

\

Insofar as 1t 1s fea51ble w1th1n the scope of a’ the—3
I shallnattempt to show how th1s methodologyahbuld
N
be applled to an actual example of -an alternate conceptual

system Ia system of sorcery based on the ertlﬁr% of

<

Carlos Castaneda.6 Chapter 4 w1ll contaln ‘the e«lalbor’.""‘~

¢ o

Cof the reasons for ch0051ng thls partlcular example and

»

the Justlflcatlon of my selectlon.' I'must cautlon that the

i_ reader w1ll not necessarlly extend hlS conceptual system

.

by merely reading my the51s and T wqpld exhort him to und—
AN _
ertake the actual appllcatlon of thlS methodology for

' A
'

el

hlmself

._'

It w1ll be left to Chapter 5 draw the apprOprlate

»conclu51ons and phllosophlcal 1mpl} at1ons ‘The purpose

g «_&,:; e ) . . . - i " &
b . -

EERN
e

- . . -
4 1 4 A .
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\\of th15me$say is to show that both the Absolutlst and

Relét1v1st extrehes encounter dire problems in develop—
ing a oatlsfactory methodology, the former wil1l ]oad to
.mlsundorstandrng because the coﬁtext of the allen con-
'cepts will be 1gnored while the latter will reg%gd 1t

as a theoretlcal 1mp0551b111tv tO come to an understand—
ing of anothen conceptual system wlthout actually adopt-

ig 1ﬁ I hope to make a strong case _for theuV1ew that

.there is a mlddlevroad where querstandlng another con—

T o

ceptual system is a dynamlc process which 1nvolves change

A} e

in oné s own. - ‘ - ' ‘ -
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CHAPTER 2

’ » (- ,

WHAT 1S A‘CONCEPTUALgSYSTEM?.

o

In order to develop a methodology for understanding
alternate conceptual systems, we must have more than san
1ntu1t1ve 1dea of the A tlon of a. conceptual system The
problem is twofold: we must determlne the criterla for a
set of" conoepts to constltute a system and also set -
»out a ba51s for 1nd1v1duat1ng conceptual systems .‘

Séther

From the vtset 1t must be clearly stated W

'conceptual ¢ = cm', and 'world v1ew are ta be con51dered
(5] .

o synonymous or dre to be employed dlfferently 1n order to

P

mavk 1mportant dlstlncflons Slnce nelther of these terms

W

',has a well- establlshed common usage ~then so~far as this

is the case, my dec151on may be made 1eg1t$mately on the.

- basis of the dlstlnctlons whlch appear to be 1mportant

.for my the51s so. long as they are clearly delimifed and

o

the terms are not used amb1guously

- T

Central questlons Wthh must be ralsed in thlS regard

" are: Can any set of concepts foera system? HQw may we

'resolve the ten51on between the extreme p051t10n5awh1ch
hold th- .t each 1nd1v1dual has a dlfferent conceptual sys—’
tem, and that every 1nd1v1dua1 shares a common conceptual

'Syst.m” ' S '“~;'\ S i =

'ﬁfh ~ T ’ > . ' L
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As a preliminary Step, I propose to set out a form7
" content distinction Wi th “ospect- to cbncepts. The cor-
tent of'a concept is alof application; this is
equivalent‘to thé'tc‘ ity 'possible 1nstances of that B
‘concept. Slnce for many concepts there will be border-
line cases, the range of appllcatlon of a dbncept need

not be determlnate The ™ content of a concept" as I am .
u51ng-it, should not be confused w1th a concept's, 1ntenslon’
where 1nten51on'_1s deflned as "the 1nterna1 quantlty or
content\of a notlonnor concept the. sum of the. attrlbutes
contained in:it‘” Nor should 1t be confused with the con-

v s

Cept's exten51on (1 e. ; 1ts range as measured by the -~
_number of obJects Wthh it denotes Oor contuains under.lt)
Somethlng will qu&llfy as part of the con:en- of 3 concept
1f the concept 51mply elther does Or would apply to it.
”Several examples should 111ustrate what is. meant. The -~
range of appllcatlon of the concept cat’ is the totallty

!

of p0551ble ent1t1es which would be- con51dered to be cats

the content of the concept redﬂlrs the total of all pos-’v
‘31b1e 1nstances of rednes ., the content of the concept

greater than"ls the totallty of 50551b1e ceses where
entltles,of the Same'logical Category differ in magnitude;
finaliy ’thezcontent‘br'rangg{of‘appiication of the coh—

cept ratlonal' }s the tota11€§”bf possrble bellefs prac-
B t1ces,~act1v1t1es etc., wh1ch are con51dered rational. . = = N
The form of a concept may be understood operatlonally

(S
&
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as.the way it functlons in a system; - i.e.; the opera—
tlon(s) a concept can be used to perform . That is, at
least part of the form of the concept "red!? 1s the role
of prov1d1ng a means for d15t1ngu1sh1ng between objects
which are of a certaln color (red) from those 'that are
not. The form of the concept greater than' is the role

of comparlng of the. magnltude of obJects of the same L

cloglcal category : : ¢

il

Between conceptual systems there need not be any

concept in one systen whose content is-. 1dent1ca1 to the

content of some concept in another system The same 1s

 not true of the form'of certaln,concepts' The very no-

“tion of a conceptual system requ1res that in-order. for

something to consti ‘te g conceptual system, concepts of

‘a particular form be-present' I shall refer to them:as

formal'conStants (i e.,’concepts whiclf necessarlly have

functlonal equlvalents 1n all p0551bie conceptual sy~

«

tems) . For example Aune thlnks that some mechanlsm for.

expre551ng ex1stence clalms is a formal constant

”I take it that a' minimal condltlon to be - -4
sfied by gny possible conceptual frame-

work is that it bpermit its users to make

existence. clalms Thls condltlon requlres

-approx1mate1y) by ou ,'There 1s..."' or ’Th Te
exists....', ThlS klnd of overlap is essen-
~tially formal 7 R

oW



N

,Thls is a gobd 1llustrat10n of a concept Whose form 1s so

central to our conceptual system that we would say that
an 1nd1v1dual who d1d not possess a concept of. this form,

and thus could make a cognitive distinction between what .

does and does not exist did not have -a conceptual systen. (/

Although we mlght speculate about conceptual structures
wh1¢h lack one 'or. more . of these formal constants my pur-.
pose w1ll bé best served bx,expl1c1tly excludlng theg

from this Study. The concept of a conceptual system under

'con51derat10n here ‘will thus be partlally deflned 1n terms

Vof the formal constants Wthh T am expllcatlng, for T be- -

11eve that this captures what is of 1nterest to those who

share our conceptual system.

Let us con51der other formal constants } The coﬁcept_

" of ‘Teality may be redundant if 1t functlons merely to sepfx,

arate that whlch is clalmed to ex1st from- that Wthh is

: *not; however in some conceptual systems (ours for exam-
,‘] )

"'ple) the status of many entities cannot’ be adequately

dellmlted by means of the ex1stent/non ex1stent dlchotomy

Thu the reallty functlon' serves a dlfferent purpose

R

~than the functlon of expre551ng ex1stence clalms The"
:latter 1is roughly equlvalent to an actuallty functlon'
\as 1t is used’ to dlstlngdlsh between ent1t1es Wthh are’
‘actual from those Wthh are not Thep reallty functlon
»d1$t1ngu15hes betweén actual ex1stentg, e.g., the_way a‘

person ex1sts from the way mere materlal - ‘ects eXist;

Cl ' ' ' N e ' ) <



also, 1ttd15t1ngu15hes oetween non- actual ex1stents e.é.,
between real and 1mag1nary numbers Furthermore it is
espec1a11y Valuable in prov1d1ng dlstlnctlons in the fuzzy
area between actual and non- actual ex1sten s "e;g., bet-

'ween protons and tachyons 8 The questlon of what sort of

¥ .
thus it seems legltlmate to spec1fy two

_reallty somethlng h7@ it not reducible to the question of
its existence
xseparate forma%?cé/stants here.

Winch notes/ two other formal constants viz., ration-

o

a11ty and 1ntef&1g1b111tv he~c1a1ms that members of any

»\ §ty,/

conceptual S stem must e1ther have concepts which corres-

&
pond to ou concepts of ratlonallty and 1nte111g1b111ty or

some feat re of thelr system wh1ch fulfills these functlons
What is/or is not rat10nal or: 1nte111g1b1e in a partlou—,
lar system w111 be the. content of thesefconcepts. The

form of the concept of 1nte111g1b111ty 1s the functlon of
hunderstandlng or 1ntellectual comprehen51on w1thout thls
Or some functlonal equ1valent nothlng could be understood
.There would be no way to meanlngfully relate bellefs ev-

'ents 'acthps practlces etc. to each other or the con- .

cepts .in the system everythlng would be experlenced as "f/

b-an 1solated glven The form of the concept of ratlonallty, @(\- _
‘1s the function Xhlgh/erders bellefs and actlons in a par: o L,:

tlcular way, those beliefs and actlons wh1ch are con51d-

ered to be ratlonal in-a system w111 constltute the con- '

r,tent of ‘this concept -



N\
|

“ .- ..Given a set of concepts, in order tg\con51der it a

o

\

systemqthere must be the p0351b111ty of performlng cer-'

tain operatlons.. Formal constants are those concepts

“ hd

;Qwhose form permlts these operatlons, fulfllllng func—'

1

tlons which, are- central to any. cohceptual system Where—
as we regard the functlon of (e g ) color concepts as
contrngent to a conceptual system the functlons of the o
‘concepts of Yexistence', 1nte1i$g1b111ty ratlona14

; ity"_etc. 'appear to be necessary‘ Thus the crlterla-f”\

for a set of concepts to form a-system W111 be the pres—

’

9

ence of formal constants.(
g

The formal constants Wthh haverbeen dlscussed are

. ‘those - which I con51der most central'and w111 form a suf-

LY

f1c1ent ba51s for de11m1t1ng our notlon of a conceptual

¢

system The number and sort of other possible formal
constants w111 not concern me here.f 'Conceptual system’

as deflned in terms of formal constants is an opeﬁ ended

f

concept whereas the central ones are falrly obv1ous
b those Wthh are borderllne must be’ 1ncluded or excluded
Q\\arbltrarlly For my purposes I have drawn the line
. around’theﬁpartlcular formal constants presented
~Just as the form/content dlstlnctlon proved useful

in establlshlng crlterla for the appllcatlon of concep-

’

tual system N1 it may be of use in determlnlng how con- -

4

ceptﬁal systems may be 1nd1v1duated Although 1t 1s gen—d”

erally agreed . that conceptual systems depend on or arlse

5
<
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from forms Jof llfe 1t is futlle to attempt to u@d1V1d—
uate them on ‘hat ba51s this wou1d°be merely to pus

the problem back on step a's there is no ready way to

)

'1nd1V1duate forms of 11fe Furthermore 1t will be im-
p0551b1e to appeal to formal grounds as formal constants

will necessarlly be found in al1l conceptual systems

'

Also, if we strlctly apply the crlterlon of 1dent1cal
conceptual content; the 1nd1v1dual dlfferences between
beings hav1ng a conceptual system will force us to admlt

a unique- conceptual system for each ‘individual; there

- 4@

'w111 be no shared conceptual systems Thls 1s somewhat
,counter 1ntu1t1ve. ‘A further con51derat10n is that no’

two 1nd1v1duals should be expected to have 1dent1cal sets

of concepts “
33

What I prbpose' therefore is ‘to rnd1v1duate concep—
~tual systems on the ba51s of the content of formal con-

7stants (1 e-. oy what_ls sa1d to ex1st what'klnd of reallty

2 @

entities‘have; what is 1nte111g1ble and what is con51dered '

: rational).: It 1s 1mportant to stress that only 51m11ar-

o

1ty and not 1dent1ty of formal constants 1s requ1red for.

.in. the 1atter case we woukd 11ke1y he committed to - the

p051t10n that every 1nd1v1dua1 had a dlfferent conceptual
T
10

system. ’Although strlctly speaklng this may be true 1t

“1s equally “Tue that concgbtual systems may be con51dered

/. {

shared. There 1s necessafy Vagueness 1n what 1s to con-

stltute 51m11ar1ty, for the context in wh1ch we w1sh to

LY

o
e B
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say that two 1nd1vtduals share the Same conceptual Sys-
tem may Vary, in dne 1nstance a 51ng1e cruC1a1 dls-
_crepancy‘between them w111 be sufficient to rule out a
shared System; ;hlle ‘in another case, agreement, 1n a
partlcular domain w111 be su%f1c1ent grounds for cla1m~
1ng a shared system. Thus not only the quantity, but
also the quallty of the overlap of content of formal
constants w111 be relevant (1 e., not only‘how much over-
lap there is, but also. the nature of the~overlap). For
example if the domain of religion has spec1al impor-
~jtance tc our dlscu551on, we may dec1de that those who
be11eve in God share a. dlfferent conceptual system than
avowed athelsts whereas among a group of believers, it
‘could be dec1ded that Chrlstlans, Jews Moslems etc.,
each shared a different conceptual system Such'dis-
qtlnctlons nged ot be exp11c1t1v stated but may merely
be implied by a con51stent appllcatlon of the presuppo-
51t10ns Wthh underlle the system t
- When an. attempt 1s made to make such presupp051—.
-tlons exp11c1t ~and form a total p1cture of the world
then we- have what I would refer to as a‘ 'world view'.
Such “Systems’ as those of Arlstotle Splnoza and Lelbnlz
.111ustrate this conceptT ’Thiills not to c1a1m that a

'world v1ew' is W1thout 1mp11cqt presupp051t10ns, for

that I contend is" logicallv 1mp0551b1e Every presuppo— ~m§1?¢5

sition is 1tself based upon further presuppos1t10ns The

A}



. Plicit may be continued ab Perpetuam; there is no point

---- . . ——

'~at°which"the-regféss terminates, Therefore, there can

be-ho'explicit totai"TWOrld_yieW'. The'impdssibilgty in
Principle of formulating an explicit total 'world view!
is fdrcefully argued‘by Hetman Tenhessen..

"An initial, but réther fundamental obétaclei

.n_Seems .here embarrassingly obvious: in the
A sense of 'world' which I strive to employ

. thing, co Prising inter alia_thernly‘concept-_“
~ual framework from which T can Possibly draw
the standards For evaluation of anything. And
this does not sonly include any appraisals of the
‘Veridicquiﬁ of my total view, of the"reality'

of my 'wor ', but the assessment of the mean- -
ingfulness/ or absurdity of this V>Ty question. . .-
see, at any ‘rate; no way foMme to arrive at
AN assessment of my world without Presupposing -
a frame of referefice entailed in and by that
world "of mine. Were I.to employ a d¥fferent .
framewof-referenge (—5-acquiped;from~wheré?——§),
.and apply it to' my world, in what sense of 'my
world' would it then be ‘my world to which it™
was applied? Certainly not in the sense of my
total View, my 'system' 5?_’synthesis'=—-which
is, after all), the traditional philosophical .
world for. a consistent, Principally all—embracing
total view,. with its logic,hontology, epistem-
ology, Value-systen, etce...., Il 1 L

)

~
[

, e . c \ ‘ . ’ . . ) . .
Thus the attempt to set out a total 'world view' is the

epitome of bootstraps-tugging. The notion of .an explicit

'totallsystem is an;impossib1£.idea1not‘only Contingently

K]

but ig?prinqiple.l

AlthOugh there cannot.Be an explicit vqfal fworld

’ &iew”, and this holds also with respect to conceptual

15
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prejudge the issue of whether there might be an impli—'
cit total 'world yieW'.. Such'a"notion would = with-

outfpractical application‘“hOWever as 1t%cou1d never -
.,be'explicated; what we are 1nterested in for the pur-
pose of this'essay 1skthe sense of ‘conceptual system"
which has been definedﬂ In this Sense, alternate con-

’ceptual systems are posslble and may be detected and

'compared although there is a cruc1al asymmetry between-

~.comparing two, or more conceptual systems other than our
own and comparlngvanother conceptual system w1th ours.
“In the flrst case, we may broaden our understandlng of
the systems 1nvolved for the cr1ter1a Wthh are used
for comparlson are taken from our conceptual system ‘and-
applied equally to the systemsqunder consrderation ‘ The
: second'case'?howeyer¢‘presents problems for thére is no

external point of view which we can assume in order to

obJectlvely compare our conceptual system with any

thlS 1nvolves a necessary 11m1tat10n on any attempt to

come to understand an alternate conceptual framework 12
- : g-
Whereas a 'world v1ew' is necessarlly 1ntended to

a

-

other; ‘we. are 1nextr1cab1y caught up 1n our system' and

be a total system a conceptual system need not be. As

a rule, conceptual systems arise. from a form of 11fe
'world v1ews are ideal phllosophlcal constructs con-

o sc10usly ‘and 1ntent10na11) de51gned by 1nd1v1duals wh0'

~already employ a conceptual system. There is a Varlable

'{ rs
ot
s

s

16
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degree of overlap between conceptual systems - If there

were no overlap whatsoever (or total overlap) between . N

]

conceptual systems then the notlon of an altérnate con-

ceptual system would be vacuous.

The means for determlnlng wmafJCOnstltutes overlap

between conceptual systems: may be developed by phllosoph-

o

ical analysis. For example 1f we assume that a concept - X

is a dlscreet entlty, and that the overlap between con-r,

ceptual systems consists -of the sharlng of a common sub-

set of these entities then the only concepts of another
system (if- any) that we can. ever be sald to understand
w1thout actually becomlng a: gart1c1pant of that System,

will be in the area of overlap, ant we w1ll understandy

i

fithem as part of our conceptual,system 14 If we W1Sh to

. -

»

g&’!explain how we. come to understand other conceptual Sys-.
tems thls assumptlon mus t be reJected R
Also 1f we assume that a suff1c1ent condltlon for

the sharlng of a concept by members of dlfferent concep~

Il -

tual systems is that a certaln concept in one system has.
A
the same content gs a concept in the other system we w1ll

be mlsled 7Th t-is,vlf members of a conceptual system S
apply a’ concept"R'vto those and only those thlngs to"‘
Wthh we apply the concept red'; we are not yet Justl-_
fied 1n claiming that.’R*'lf 1dent1cal to red'; and that
We are t¢ understand their conceﬁ%bln just thlS way. 'fﬁ
the form of 11fe of members of S is such that the only
| :



:the1r system of c13551fv1ng obJeots actordlng to color

_the range . of appllcatlon of a concept but.also 1ts

fother systems.'

conclu51on that overlap between conceptual systems is’ a

2. - the degree tOthlch the ranges of‘applicatlon

»

f‘;ijﬁi“"" . 18 .

v v
W
~<om

color d1st1nct10n wh:ch they are capable of mak1ng, ort
s“

iy i

-flnd worthwhlle mak1ngr 1s between ‘R and not-R,- then . -

N \<

N
. ~\,0

S
varies 51gn1f1cantly from ours ‘such‘that 1t isl no longer

clear that we. should regard 'R' and -;ed' as’ eqL1v§lent b

T

concepts. We are- Justlfled in- concludlng that not only

i

relatlon(s) to other concepts 1n a system 1s .an 1mportant

i

con51derat1on for regardlng a concept as shared and hence

is an 1mportant factpr for understandlng concepts in

L . : v - !
% ' ! - . : v =

The reJectlon of the prev1ous assumptlonﬂand a mod—
1£1cat10n which takes dnto account the relatlons between

concepts w1th1n a system is- 1nd1cated _ Thls=leads to they

1

|

matter of degree which increases in proportlon t7 o

| | ‘///,: L o Lo o
1, the“numberrof concepts-in“the-other system. o

- 4 ’

whose range of appllcatlon overlaps w1th ¥

concepts in our system

r

3 .

overlap; - o l: R ":f ’ /
3. the number of concepts in that system whlch
. play a 51m11ar role in’ that Eystem as fam1raar

»
/

' S .’
_ /concepts play in ours,rst,: S Coe 5

o

4. Athe degree'of.slmllarity}ofjthese roles.
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Of'course some concepts ‘and relatlons w1ll be - mole im-

portant than others but there is no deflnlte general

o

procedure for determlnlng a cent al core of relatlons “or

concepts Wthh could be con51de'ed suff1c1ent for under-

[N

standlng a partlcular cOncept Thus overlap between‘.

~ .
~ conceptual sysGems con51sts of concepts whlch elther

LN

“have 1dent1cal or 51m11ar ranges of appllcatlon or playa

the same-or 51m1lar rol es' in their respectlve systems

n

fi.e overlap of content or- overlap of form)

KB - ‘

<

There 1s an 1mportant dlstlnctlon between formal

'constants and other concepts 1n a system such that we3

5

may regard the overlap ‘between conceptual systems as
falllng under four d1st1nct categorles form of formal

/
"'constants content of formal constants, form of concepts

. other t .n formal constants and content.of concepts
R .

other than formal constants The most obv1ous case of
‘overlap is where the content of CertalnyconceptsmTother
than formal constants) 15 found to be 51m11ar i.e

g .

“where the range of appl1catlon of certaln conceptsfin

]

one. system 1ntersects 51gn1f1cantly‘w1th the range of

appllcatlon ofxcertaln Concepts 1n another system,' Thisl

1dent1cal s1m11ar or analogous conceptual content con-.

)

: conceptual system wh1ch overlaps wﬂth hlS own. .It con-

.Sists of the 1ntersect10n oﬁm ‘pts where they cover

‘the same ground >For example, there is part1a1 overlap

S

v

'st1tutesaan 1nd1v1dual‘s prlma fac1e understandlng of a
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between our'conceptual*system and thdt of various Hotten—

Jtot,tnibes wit .respect to the concept of number The

overlap CONs4s s of the content of thg;concepts fer the . v

set of 1ntege s one, two . three; -we flnd that. tW

L4l

"range of appllcatlon is v1rtua11y 1dent1ca1 1n both sys- :

,cconcelc‘of number GS far w1der than could be comprlsed byf

also be taken 1nti con51derat10n '

tems For larger collectlons of: obJects however they-

a.». .
use a term Wthh corresponds closely to . many 16 Its

range of appllcat on is not identlcal to ‘that of our con-

cept however 51nce aur uSe of many 1nvolves a large

<

number of obJects whereas they W111 applv it equally to |

gour or five” obJects as‘to a hundred Of course our

i

P

-'the set of f1n1te p051t1ve integers and thus 3 S w1der

<

= v
' than the Hottentot S concept of, number However even, if

the content of the two ’ concepts proved 1dent1ca1 that_”
¥ : .
would be 1nsuff1c1ent grounds for assertlng thelraldenti~

§

ty, for the- role each r’ ays>1n its respectlve system must

3
o

a

In addltlon 0" overlap of eontent, we also rave- ovor

lap of“form; thlS con51sts of the funqtlonal 51r11ar1 Y.

a L, '
of concepts in thelr Trespective systems ' Conceptual sys-

tems overlap in conceptual form where‘c/rtaln cqﬁcepts
work 1n the same way within each system thls contrasts
w1th the overlap of conceptual content wh1ch cons1sts of

coverlng the same ground 17 For our purposes it is pos- y o
.l\\.f’ .
51ble to equate the way in which a Concept functlons -in

Y . - : ) .
e . S

& ) : . . . . . w7
o . . L .
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a system w1th its role in that system. -With r: . =2ct to

‘

..the Hottentot example thelr concept of number ~chtlons

%

in: a 51m11ar manner to the prlmary functlon of oyr con-

cept oﬁ\number (1 e. ,th answer the question,lﬁHow o
47 " ) . " ; - :

many ). ;1/\> , _ R . . .

The most 1mportant sense of dverlap of conceptual

systems is the degree of 51m11ar1ty of formal constants

(As we have seen, the form of these concepts i.e., their

functlon in any conceptual system, w111 be 1dent1cal but
e

thlS overlap is 31mp1y a necessary. condltlon for the ap—

pllcatlon of the term conceptual system' ) For example

’

both the Chyistian and .the Satanist regard thelr Trespec-

-t1ve concepts of Satan as correspondlnngixanwactuallexis—
tent -thls indicates an 1mportant poin ghconvergence
between thelr systems On the other hand, a Chrlstlan'

regards the act1v1ty of worshlpplng Satan as. 1rrat10na1

(i,e,, no ratlonal Chr15t1an‘Wou1d ever engage in such an

' act1v1ty), the reverse would be true of the Satanlst

Here thelr conceptual systems dlverge
N

~We nc. aave a theoretlcal means for 1nd1V1duat1ng

‘

conceptual systems_ but 1t 1s problematlc how thlS is to

work 1n practlce ' It is ne1ther necessary nor deslrable
to c0nstru£t a set of str1ct condltlons for dec1d1ng whe-

ther or.not two people share the same conceptual system

In general thls w111 depend upo a particular domaln '

21



~which is for sope reason of special interest; = this area

must be of sufficient scope to warrant the-ascfiptﬂqn,of»

‘difference*of the conteng\of formal constaﬁts with‘fespec

to this‘domain.l For eéxample,/religipgis andlethicalmsys-

tems“coﬁstitqte two such‘domaf&i. /T must emphasize that

A

Viddating_conceptuél_systems;' what is of importance is
the actual differences aﬁdméimilarities between.individuals'

having conceptual Systems, and between the. systems them-

»
£ ° .

selves..

~
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- | - 'CHAPTER 3

K

METHODOLOGY " A

Our problem is: Given the background of our‘con-
ceptual system, which methodologv will be best for
ach1ev1ng an understandlng of other conceptual systems?
For the purpose of clarlflcatlon, I shall present a pre-
llmlnary d15cu551on on understandlng ~Next. Wlnch'
attempt to prOV1de a methodology for understandlng a
d;fferent conceptual system will be cr1t1c1zed. Flnally,
Ii;ill develop'an adaptation of hie methodology using
.hls pr1nc1p1e of extention of the concept of 1nte111g1—i'

blllty and the notlpn of overlap between conceptual sys-

-

n addition to 'conceptuallsystem', another key
. . & .

. .o . . ) .., .' . ) . ; % .
term which uires elaboration is\ 'undérstanding’. Var-

..ious senses of our>ardinary notion pf understanding have

1c

beenbanélyzed_by\Brodbec they may be_summariZed as

.

follows:

1. iUnderstanding1¥;¥in‘order t0 under.tend '

a language: | | |
I '1¢ ta) I must'know the conditions for appli-”.
| ,catlon of at 1east some terms (an un--

%3 , "Spec1f1ed number),

123
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V(b)Qhothers I may understand in context / /a

-~

“when comblned wlth terms whose condl— oL
tions of application- I know

2", Understandlngz—f--Thls sense of understandlng
‘requ1res that one have undergone cértain ex—
periences or “have part1c1pated in certaln events,
.and had the spec1a1 feellng, emotlons or attltudes
Wthh only - these experlences could have aroused ¥
I mu§t know from memory the unlque feellngs Te-

.

ferred to by these terms or. assoc1ated w1th them.’

/

Thus what I- doAnot,understand2 I‘may understandl
4

C3L _UnderstandlngS-—-To understand3 the meaning of

E ) ;\
- a term, one must understandl its referentrel mean-‘
. r

.1ng and understand2 the meanlng of\the terms Wthh
describe ‘the relevant feelf%gs emotlons, etc.
4. Understandrng4--;—h;;ng aware of the motives
or purboses for Whith an action was pegformed
:5} Understandlngs-——We understand the 51gn1f1cance
of a kind of thlng,vevent or béhav1our through
the assoc19t10n of these with other thlngs
_events or behav1our to ‘which we know ‘believe,
they are related (1 e. ;kwhen they do not'appear;

to.us as 1solated). R - ' B

. These senses of 'understanding’ are distinguished

'»ﬂprimarily“by the‘Various objects of'understanding,'viz;,o-

2

.24
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-events or behaV1our thetjelves) However, Brodbeck's

these obJects of understandlng were regarded as thlngs

25

languages, terms in a language,_special andrgeneral feel-y

ings, emotlons and . attltudes bpctlons and.. the s gn1f1—_

.cance of things, events or behav1our (or to.put the lat-

ter obiiquely, we may be said to_understand the things,

analy51s of understandlng is incomplete. We may also

be said to understand people (1. e., partlcular persons’
W1th whbm we are acqualnted or people in general)i forms
Qf life, concepts conceptual sehemes" conceptual Sys-
tems,':.rid;views categorlcal frameworks, eultures,

= 24
societies, rules, conventions, bellefs, practices and

activities. N0nsense of tunderstanding' thus far deflneg

is entlrely adequate for any of. these cases, although-

tunderstandlng5 is the closest approﬁdmatlon These ex-

amples could only be subsum%d under understandlngs if

: 3
events or behav1§ur. -Over51mp11f1cat10n appears to t:

A

.the 11kely result of ‘such a move. . Furthermoref the na-fﬁ

ture of the assoc1at10n w1th related thlngs, events or

behav1our is in need of dlscu551on However Brodbeck

is..correct in her general formulatlon of understandlngs,-
showing the nece551ty of relatlng the obJect of under—
standlng ‘to SOmetglng else in order that it not appear ‘

1solated.‘ Also, the cautlon agalnst assumlng a 51ng1e

~sense of understandlng 1s well taken.



/

-

| For the pu;?oses of my enterprise, it is essen-

lal that we determine what it 1s that we are attempt-
1ng to understand which sense(s) of . _understanding arev
'applicable, and what will constitute achieV1ng the de-
sired understandlng Our primary concern is to under-
"stand concepiual systems which we do not share: ThlS’
may be V1ewed as equivalent to. understghding the cowncepts
'which comprise 1t pec1ally the formal constants'

Furthermore understanding a concep¢ua1 system is

,usually related to understanding the form of Llr( upbn

. which it 1s based, whlch is equivalentito understanding

A

the beliefs practices activities ‘etcg; which comprise
it,v -These w1ll 1llustrate the range of appllcation of
Various concepts in the system above all the formal con-
stants. I w111 be unable to dsscuss the relationship

‘ between the concepts’ of an 1nd1V1dual s conceptual system
and the form of life of Wthh he is a part1c1pant “but 1
will assume that if one‘understands the former, then on®
'w111 understand the latter as well

- In my - attempt to set out ‘a methodology for under—
standlng other conceptpal systems hi shall begin by dis;

cu551ng Winch S theory HlS ba51c solution to the central

rproblem of understanding another form of 11fc involves

the extentlon of ourgconceptual system.ml__9 He “eJects the:"'

methodology wh1ch would subsume all concepts of a dlffer—-

AN

26
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- ent. system under our presently understood conceptual- l\ "”o’ '
categor1es because he con51ders such a program to be h mfﬂxgx-
‘1ntr1n51cally 1nadequate, thereby resulting in mlsund-
Ierstandlng the form of life we w1sh to study. I agree‘
with his general p031t10n, especially his proposal to

\
~develop a methodology which w1ll 1ncorporate a' concept—
_.ual extentlon of our system20 One would suspect that
as a‘soc1al-sc1entist W1nch 1s more 1ntereste& in
:developlng a scientific" rather than a phllosophlcal
methodology.‘-However he .makes no sharp dlStlnCtlon N
between.them in v e work c1ted so I shall 51mply take ;
-his'remarks st fooe value as’ I attempt te determlne whe—:”’
'ther or ‘not hlS methodology is satlsfactory for my pur-
poses .- . o 'p o _l‘ : ~e o
Accordlng to ‘the analysis‘ln Chapter 2, conceptnal
fsystems are. subj ct te certaln formal requ1rements 1£athe
way of necessary formal constants. It\ls‘the formal con-
stant of 1ntell@g1b111ty which\is central to Winch's pro~;
‘posed metHOdology; he sees 'his task to be the creation
'of "a new.unity for the- concept of. 1ntelllg1b11ty, hav-
ing-a certain relatlon ‘to our old one and perhaps requlr-_w

s~ 1121

ing a. con51derable reallgnment ofyour categorle Thlsp

o Wlll necessar11y “involve extendlng our conceptual system

for on his, account a proper understandlng of another way

¥

_ of 11fe cannot be achleved by analyzing it solely 1n terms N



vb;conceptual system anﬁ the. practlces, activities, etc

’of-our.present‘concepts ~ He contends that'ifncertain
practlces of another soclety appear atifirst unlntelll-
glble to us but not to members of that soc1ety, then it -
is mlsgu1ded to direct our efforts towards an attempt

‘o

. to determlne why practlces wh1ch are in fact unlntelll—
gible according to'our conceptual system should appear
rntelligible to them. Their contept of intelligiblity
differs from ours such that in their system these praci
tices are 1ntelllg1b1e 22 What Winch clalms is required
is a modlflcatlon of our concept of 1nte111g1b111ty |

”whlch takes ‘the other 1nto account A successful ex-
‘tentlon of thlS concept would result in a new perspec—,

_t1ve on the allen practlces maklng them fully 1nte111-
glble to us (w1th respect to our extended concept of
1nte111g1b11ty and hence w1th respect to our. extended
conceptual system) I would cautlon that thlS certalnly*
does not entall that we would have the ”same understand~
ing'" as a. natlye of that culture | The.most obviovs dls;

1crepancy-w1ll be with' respect to the lack of first—hand
experiences necéSsary for understandingz”forfWhichvfuii

part1c1pat10n in that form of %1fe is necessary Another

dlfference will be that we w111 still regard our or1g1na1

oy

of the correspondlng form of 11fe as 1nte111g1b1e theh“"

- natlve of the other system need not. Even.were the na-

]
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1 n.« fi&e to extend his concept of intelligibility,inla sim-
5 ilar manner, wouldnhe havé the."same understanding"?
This ié doubtful, for fhe~Hifférent starfing‘point§
Asuggest different resﬁlts."Fortunately, we need not
attain the Vsamé undefstanding” in this sense ih ordér»
tévhaVe“the alien~sysgem-appear intelligible,‘ndr is

it necessary for Winch's enterprise.

"We are not seeking .a state in which
things will appear to us just as they
" .do to members of S, and perhaps such a
'state is unattainable anyway. But we
-are seeking a way of looking at things
which gées beyond our previous way . in. ‘ ‘
~that it has in some way taken account SR
of ‘and incorporated the dther way that - '
members of S have .of looking at things. ‘
Seriously to study another way of life -
is necessarily to seek to extend .our’
own---not simply to bring the other way -
within the_already'exLSting boundaries
- of our own, because the point about the
- latter in their present form, i% that-
.+ they .ex hypothesi exclude‘thatvother."23"

. Ad - . . . . R ‘ 4 ) . ' ST
‘Winch considers that activities which are an expres-.

“ sion of -a form of life are ggherally subject to rules and

P

cqnvehtidné, and it is essential to his project that we
g - 7

1%ns in.other societie51(iﬁﬁyheyAdo4have a poin‘g).z4

€ to determine the point of these rules and conven— """

ﬁ%Wéver;-ésmhéVhbtes,ithe,difficulty in doing so is that

4 -

we'cannot regard our own rules and conventions as object-

ively ﬁri?ilegpd. n{i%ges not simply mean shat an ob-
. . . ) ) : i ) .

server from the society .which e are studying would have

3% c“ . - .
q% v . . . ) . : r



equal Justlflcatlon in regarding the rules - and conventlons

of his form of llfe as paradlgms of what 1t is for rules

and conventlons to have a p@lnﬂ our rules and conven-
tlons may be (or become) equally p01nt1ess to, us. Thus fﬂ
he. contends that an account of what it 1s "for rules and

' &Y
conventlons to have a point cannot be given saglgfactor~

3

0 ily merely in terms of any set of rutes and conventlons

we m.t con51der thelr relatlon to someth1ng else. This

. somethlng else, accordlng to Winch, is "a sense of the

}-

51gn1f1cance of human llfe ”25 a‘notlon wh1ch he thinks:

‘1ndlspen51ble to a proper methodology for understandlng

Al
. “ . % ’
an alien culture. o S - ’?,‘ ' «

He attempts to expllcate th1s central factor by

. means of the elaboratlon of certa1n '11m1t1ng concepts' 26

¢
)

"The yery conceptlon of human life 1nVolves
~.certain fundamental notions---which I shall
call 'limiting notions'---birth,: - death., sex-
ual relations... .The specific forms Wthh
"these concepts ‘take, the particular institu-
‘tions in which they are expressed vary very
considerably from one society to ‘another; but
their- central position within a ‘soclety!' s in-

__WN_____stltntlons 1s and must be a constant factor n2? r’
';Thls conceptual tr1logy (blrth death sexual" relatlons)

constltutes the. backbone of Wmhch's methodology : He seems

vcommltted to holdlng that the ex1stence of a nucleus of

Y

o

, unlversally found concepts of 1dent1cal (or at least

closely 51m11ar) content,.wh1ch.are'1nvariably central



=P

to a conceptual system, is a necessary prerequlslte
- for the possibility of solving the ‘central. problem;
further that the concepts which dellmlt the notion of

human 1ife constltute thls nucleus

e
5 .

"In any attempt to u Jerstand the life -
- of another society, therefore, an invest--
- igation of the forms taken by. such con-.
cepts---their role in the 1ife of the
society---must always take a central :
place and provide a basis on which under-.
~standing-may be built."™~28 ’
. & . ~

fﬁjsummary, thch's position may be'stated as follous’

fUnderstandlng another conceptual system necessarlly in-

Volvesbrﬁg extentlon of our own. ThlS extentlon must»

;_y a creatlve unlon of our concept of 1nte1-

~

'11g1b11;ty w1th that of the other conceptual system N

The way - Iﬂ\Wthh this occurs is by determlnlng the p01nt"'

. of the rules and conventlons whlch govern the other form'

rd

of life. . These rules and conventlons nust be related

’to somethlngwelse Vlz., a sense of the 51gn1f1cance of

. huma~ 1ife. The notlon of hunan 11fe is to he understoodah

in cérms of the llmltlng concepts of blrth eath"and

- sexual" relatlons which occupy a central p051t10n in the-
.1nst1tu110ns of all societies. _Furthermore, these'con-rv
'cepts must occupy thls"centrgl p051t10n Understandlng

a soc1ety must be based upon 1nvest1gat10n of the role

these concepts play in the llfe of that soc1ety

As it stands, this posrtw N is not whoLly tenable,v’

7
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#is a matter of the degree ofﬁ

i;.ating' a method-biog)’ for Comln

o

*
w
*

“and the extent to Wthh we(are unw1111ng to follow Wihch
\ R AT

”éenerallty we seek in formu-

v L LT . N

%Jo underStand other con-

T

ceptualJSystems | But let us an thon51der several spec1f1c

cr1t1c1sms of Winch' s pos1t10n. Even 1f we Wwere to grant

vcthe unlversallty gt the"llmltlng notlons' of blrth

death and sexual relatlons whether or not these concepts

P

occgpy a central position 1n all conceptual systems is -

open to questlon. T have already argued that some con-

Nceptsv(V1z., the formal constants) arefnecessarlly unl—“

Versal. Other concepts may be - contlngently un1versal

'they may be found 1n all conceptual systems, W1thout thelr

1
N

presence constltutlng a necessary cond1tlon for calllng

'theoset of concepts a system.7 In elther case the pres~

’ence of such a concept does not entail that it 1s centrall

to all conc ptual systems {I take it that Wlnth means’

by a central concept one to which other concepts areAto

.

'be related in order to be understood/) There are no
»theoretlcal grounds for assumlng that the concepts cen-
. tral to one system are (much less must be) central to

\
another system ;Furthermore the assumptlon that there"

musm be central Foncepts of thlS sortjls open to quest1on

h\\ln\any case *the clalm that the¥ concepts are nec-

"essarlly unlversal 1mp11es that ~they are in fact unlver-

sal; thlS is not borne out by 1nvest1gat10n, for we

,,.:

- find- many counterexamples In a_theocracy,ﬁfor example,

T‘\ ’ : Lo T
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the p01nt of 1nst1tutlonallzed practlces is prlmarlly

[

rellglous 29« To counter by c1a1m1ng that rellglon must

%

"be understood in terms - of the three alleged centraf con- .« -

) cepts would constitute .a petltlo EﬁlﬂClpll

W1nch s clalm that the ba51s for understandlng a

soc1ety is an 1nvest1gat10n of the role of the '11m1t-
1ng concepts' 1n the 11fe of that. soc1ety would appear

to- be based upon ‘the resu p051t10n that understandlng
P

?

& soclety must, be based upon 1nvest1gat10n of the role

of central concepts in its llfe.: If so, then 51nce these

<

concepts are not necessar11§ central hlS p051tlon is
l s

theoretlcally unsound

It hlS clalm 1s not - based on the above presupp051- q

'tlmn he mlght look to the ‘Temainder of hls,p051t10n for

support In that event we should\pote that the clalm

that the notion of. human 11fe 1is understood in terms of ’

the 11m1t1ng notlons' of blrth °death and sexual rela:
'

tlons is suspect , Human 11fe cannot be deflned analyt—d

1ca11y in . terms of these concepts w1thout begglng the"

‘questlon It is a COntlngent matter that thus far weA
_ know f: no 1mmorta1 or asexua%iforms of human llfe.. If.

~such. soc1et1es ex1st » OF were to exlstﬁ the concepts of:

f

'z’death' and 'Sexual relatlons', etc., 1n the1r conceptua1=

- 'sSystem would llkely be of. negllglble 1mportance.

3’

~
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There arc further dlfflCultleS w1th Winch's ac-
count A p01nt of some consequence for Winch is that .

"we may learn by studylng other cultures dlfferent

Up0551b111t1es of maklng sense of human llfe, dlfferent

“what he is doing.

o

1deas abou%#the poss1b1e 1mportance that the carrylng

‘out of certain act1v1t1es may take on for a man .”30

However there lS both an 1nd1v1dual ~and a cultural

B -

factor which de- ermlne whether a.man-sees a p01nt in

. e .
”Whether a man sees point in wha% he is
doing will .then depend on whetherohe is

1nterests activities and relations with-
. Other men; what sert of sense ' - sees.
in his life. W1ll depend on the dacure of o
- .this unity," 31 e

$

-

LIf this constitUtes‘the crfterion fo~ acti_vity hav1ng a

a

'point ‘then we find that most act1v1ty in- wh1ch we are

engaged turns out to. be po’»tless. As a matter of fact

though most of what we do makes sénse. to us, as-well as

to members of our culture but not necessarlly'ln the

A

‘llght 0f some - total un1ty as we contemplate our llves

as a wholc rather 1t has a point on a more llmltedb
™~

ba51s, a fragment of our tobal ex1stence We see p01nt

'1n what we do in relatlon to the motlves and purposes for

Q

our . actlons »and thlS prov1des the ba51s for an 1mportant

sénse of understandlng Thus Wanch s account of what it

S is for an agent ‘to see1p01nt 1n hlS act1v1ty 1s faulty

34



Bes s d account where a a ent "
1de glven our revise ’55‘5 t whe n ag

>

vactlons may have a p01nt 1n relatlon to hlS llmlted mo-

tives -and purposes act1v1ty which is p01nt1ess from the

vagent’s Vlewp01nt may yet be understood - if an actlon

has been perYormed W1thout motlve or purpose only that

]
'

sense of. understandlng (understandlng4) would be’ preclud~

L

ed. However we may understand his ‘actions on the basis

of (e g.) the 1nst1tut10ns whose rules lend these sorts

of act aons 51gn1£lcance Apart from the criteria for

haV1ng a p01nt whlch 1s based on 1nd1v1dual motlves and
v,
purposes, we flnd a w1der base in the rulture as a. whole;

i.e., in the’ p0551b111t1es for maklng sense of human

life 2 culture does or does not prov1de But Winch is-

also unable to- exp101t thlS factor successfully in es—'

.

tabllshlng a methodology The dlfflculty is thot we can—;

not ascertaln a priori Wthh 1f any, of these ‘0551b111—

A

ties for maklng sense of human llfe we are to relate to

a partlcular act1v1ty w1th1n another culture 1n order

'to provide a means of galnlng understandlng . Here we'

»

'also flnd no adequate grounds for constructlng a .general

Ry S, w

methodology

A
,>

- We may agree w1th Wlnchcs contentlon that in general

Isolatlon ffom certaln other related elements of that

.

- . . ] ) -
= . ;o : . -
.

o - . - : . . e R S0
e - . ~

i
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Culture. . However, his- endeavour to discover some con-
'cept or set of concepts having 51m11ar content Wthh

w1ll be unlformly central to any soc1ety, and in terms

of which all. act1v1ty w1th1n any glven soc1ety could be

aund rstood, was clearly m15gu1ded If the unlversal

co cepts are only to be comprehended as contlngent ele-*
ments of a conceptual System, then on theoret1cal
groundsOthey cannot form the basis for a general meth-v'>
odology : leen an alternate\conceptual system, 'there

is no certalnty that there w1ll be any concept: of 51m-

ilar content £0 the proposed’ unlversals And even 1f

we, flnd such concepts the1r status may not be central

‘m thodology from a set of unlversalj§oncepts thlS cou d

\tg that system.32 If we set out to derlve a general

,-only be successful on the ba51s of an appeal to the f AT -

)
‘mal constants The value of W1nch 'S theory is to show

. the 1link between understandln and the formal constant

‘anlntelllglbllity, i.e., that understandlng is achleved
.by means of expanding the content of our concept of in-
te111g1b111ty ‘His methozology, unfortunately, is sub-

Ject to . the limitations ‘ ch we have dlscussed and

-"this has shown it to be 1nadequate theoretlcally, al-

though it may be of value as a pract1ca1 Pr ‘ram. 33
~ How then are we to proceed 1n our quest for a2 means-

-0f coming to understand the forms of 1ife of those who

. -]
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do not share our «conceptual system, and‘make the system
4itse1f-intelligible;‘ How 15 ‘the notlon of overlap be -
tween conceptual systems to be 111ustrated and developed
1nto a. methodology for com%ng to understand another con-.
ceptual system? On the assumptlon that we can’ and do
come to ‘understand d1fferent conceptua’ systems ‘how
does this come about and 1n what does it con51st° It.
would be well to con51der varlous p0551ble appr- achesh
for ach1eV1ng understandlng of other conceptual"systems

Lo

~~1n arder to clarlfy tho approprlate methodology involyed | l,

1n thls act1v1ty, On Wlnch s account : sh~uld expect g
'a successful attempt to show thls as o fuiccioo of an

O W
extentlon of our own conceptual systex M .n.mall-. this

would 51mp1y'be an’ extention of thewCO:tonj ot ¢ _com-.

cept of 1ntelllg1b1l1ty.
How then are ﬁe>to portray the extontion of ourrconjp'

ceptual system wh1ch is 1nvolved in the enterprlse of

' com1ng to comprehend an allen concept? The 51mp1est pro-.
posal is that it i's a. process*of accumulatlon whereby
the new concept, when properly understood 1s merely add-
ed to our system Accord1ng to thlS view, all that is

L]

, requ1red is that we be able to locate 1ts p051t10n_1n
- our system in terms of its logical’ geography, l.e. ; ltS
relations to the range of appllcatlon of ex1st1ng concep-

tual categories Of our system.' The new concept 'is notp

-
U
.



merely subsumed under the prev1ously understood con—. : -
| ceptual categorles but becomes a conceptual category
of €qual standing,
If, ascwe~haye argued, our understandlng of a con-
cept 1nvolves understandlng the relations it has to other
concepts then- thlS approach will be def1c1ent in two
respects; | _
1. ft fails to_indicate homvthe concept is related | - CH
" to ¢ rer key concepts in its orlglnal context
and the dependence of-a proper understand1ng
upon af atlsfactory appralsal of these Tealtions.

a new concept in our conceptual

:’Z. The presence o}
| system - 1mp11es a re- evaluatlon of those prev1ously
understood concepts in terms of whlch it is to be‘

understood

Thus 51mple accumulatlon is also an unsatlsfactory model
as the basis for the des1red methodology Nevertheless
\. we are now in a position to construct a p051tlve account

'not subject to.any‘of the precedlng dlfflcultles

This- methodology w1ll be extremely flex1ble due to

: the latltude I have used in deflnlng what is meant by

d1fferent Conceptual systems Not only must 1t be ap- éf”NV%ii;?:
pllcable to cases as - remote to our system as, e. g the '7iyk‘:
Hopl but also in cases where we share a. common culture

and natural language with those whose system we' do not

share (e g., Sc1entolog15ts) Agaln ln.thesenlnstances,

~ %



whether or not we wish to saytthg$~we'share‘a common
conceptual system wilicbe a matter of context. In,any:
case, there is no general a prlorl method'for matching‘
concepts w1th 11ngu1st1c unlts for there is no.lfldcor—

respondence between\llngu1st1c forms and conceptual cat-

- egories, and although we may or1g1na11y make 51mp11fy1ng

~ assumptions that members of the other system ”dlssect

'reallty” pretty much ‘the way we do the actual concepts

mist be determlned by discovering the_"fashlons of speech”
employed in the dlscourse of members of that system, whe-
ther their natlve tongue resembles ours or not 34,'Thls

suggests the de51rab111ty of ready access to natlve“L iﬁ
. T P 7

gcourse in order to be able to detect. fashlons oflspeech

and when thls has been done, it 1s Justlflable to arrange

the material accordlngly, albeit falllbly' It will not'

be p0551b1e within thls study to set about determlnlng

L

what constltutes dlfferentofashlons of speech or 1nd1cate

a spec1f1c procedure for 1dent1fy1ng them - Practlcal sug~

gestlons for conductlng an 1nvest1gat10n of a’ dlfferent

conceptual system should not- be confused w1th the phllo-

SOphlcal methodology 1nvol&§d LA

Our primary understandlng of an alternate conceptual“"
system (whlch 1s akin to understandlng ) w111 be the know—-;

' {\?ge of the range of appllcatlon of Varlous concepts and'

the1r role in the other system From this we- may deter—



N

mine these respectlve klnds of overlap W1th our system

(i.e., the extent to Wthh the alien concepts have iden-

tical ranges Ofiappllcation with.famfliar concepts, .or o
lplay a similarcrole in their system as familiar concepts

- play in ours. There can be no spec1f1c procedure “(guar-

anteed to be un1versally valid) for acquiring thlS know-
ledﬂe thus a case: by case approach is called for.
The general effect ofythas process will be to 1n—
crease the content of our concept of 1ntelllg1b111ty, ‘and
our understandlng of the other . system w1ll increase as a
funct1on of the extention of overlap of - the content of
thls formal constant Concepts whlch}are 1n1t1ally_un-
1ntelllg1ble to us (1 e. ,.whose form and content do not
appear to overlap w1th the form and content of any con;
cept in our system) may be made 1nte111g1ble 1f we can
determlne thelr relatlonshlp to other concepts in thaty
system which do not overlap w1th familiar concepts Thus
as 1n understand1ng5 they will no longer appear 1solated
| The addltlan of these alien concepts to the content

of our .Cencept of 1nte111g1b111ty may produce tension in

our conceptual system for a concept Wthh is 1nte111g1-

ble in a’ system need not be compatlble with other conceptsv

“in that system.w If we are ‘to truly 1ntegrate these for-

elgn concepts; we must be prepared to alter our own - sys—‘

Ty

“tem 1n some way other than the mere addltlon of these
® .

40



cepts. What will likely be required is the creation of

new conceptual categories which “in relation to the con-

‘;epts which are prima facie incompatible, resolve the
conflict; | 4 |

" A successful resolution of this~pieblem Qillinag-
nify the tension with respect te the other formal,cen—
e'stants. Each of these in turn nay be reSolVe& by sim-
ilar eoneeptuallreyolutiens;~iRatienality, reality;.and
ectnality'funCtione,ietc., will all be snBjectito aynamit
change. o | | |

Although it is unlikely, it .is p0551ble to know the

criteria for application for an alien concept as well-as~'

.”iltS funct1on in the svstem (and thus come to- understand

- what constitutes the chtent of the formal constants of
that system) Without changing more than our concept of
intelligibility., ‘We may yet reject the existence claims.
‘made ny individuals in the.oth;r system or regard their
practices and activitieS"as'irrational;_ Even thoughlwe
"_learn to describe and explain these bellefs evean |
 aCt1Y1t1eS) efc.; in tn% native idiom, our present con-
cebts of rafionality, reality,'etc.,'will'remain a bar-

. . Y .
rier to further understanding so long as they remain
static. A stronger Sense of 'undefstanding' than mere
intelligibility is'possible; it w1ll 1nvolve bringlng

‘the allen concepts into relation with' our system in-a way

which is dynamlc (1.e., in a way which drastically alters_

¢
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our system). When we not only understand that certain

beliefs » Practices, etc., are ratlonal etc., to'people‘

who have another conceptual System, but-understand‘how

-,

——

they are ratlonal etc R then and only then W111 we'

’

have achleved understandlng of the other system not a

part£/1pant s understandlng, but the closest that we can

- come w1thout abandonlng our orlglnal conceptual system

altogether in favor of the other "This will entail,a
change in our other formal constants (ratlonallty, real-
Sity, etc ) The understandlng of the allen system Wthh
has already been achleved by extendlng our concept of |
1nte111g1b111ty is a. prerequlslte for thls further

35 ‘

move . - -

}& revolutlonary change 1n our conceptual system is
v,

vrequlred 1n order to make the actﬁv1t1es and practlces

-of the other System and- ‘Ours appear equally ratlonal

‘and to resolve the confl1cts whlch arlse between these

'systems Slnce it is not suff1c1ent merely to create

- new conceptual’ categories Correspondlng to certain con-

to. restructure and modlfy many of our orlglnal conceptual

ceptsvln another COnceptual system we w1ll be requlred

. Categories in a Creative synthe51s of what is already

e

understood and what is only partially understood This

[

will resolve p0551b1e Crises resultlng from the add1t10nl
@

of new - conceptual categorles whlch confllct w1th those

.
ot
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or1g1

will

K

Y

nally comprising part of our System, but because it

be the outcome of a creatlve process it cannot be

the result of any a prlorl procedure nor need there be

Aaunl

Tn bo

que result Although all of what is 1nte111g1ble

th systems should be 1ntelllg1ble in the resultlng

system the same is not necessarlly the case w1th respect

that

come

much

. .elithe

stand

“to the Other formal constants It is logically possible

thlS mlght happen but 1t is Very unlikely.,, and

' certalnly thls methodology does not requ1re such an out—

There 1s no .a prlorl method of determlnlng how

of what is regarded as real ratlona’, ecc., g&& é,.
. ' Lvﬁ';u’ .

43

T our orlglnal system or cie system we w1sh to Un“evhtf.y'

w111 remain so in the- extended System. Extension

of our conceptual system ‘through the appllcatlon of thls

metho
neces

gibil

uated
dlffe
1.

dology is’ thus best comprehended in terms of the

s

Sary increase in content of'the.COncept of intelli—
. ' | . -

ity.

there are grounds for clalmlng that we have a .
rent conceptual system than our’ orlglnal one

after our concept of 1nte111g1b111ty alters,_

or

after the content of our other formal constants

‘changes

.
v




@)
Whether OT not we w111 w1sh to c1a1m that we st111 share
fthe same SYStem w111 depend on the extent of the changes
and the 1mportance of- the resultlng d1551m11ar1t1es with
respect to the context of the dlscu551on |
~In summary then, 1f we recognlze that -an 1nd1v1dua1
or group of 1nd1V1duals has a conceptual. system and that
SRS

it is 1ﬁ£§ome 1mportant way dlfferent from the system

which we shaTe then the way in whlch we .may best under-

1. (a) .Determine the range of,appiication of
| concepts’other than;formal constants
in the'otheerystem | |
(b) Ascertaln the degree of overlap with - o
famlllar concepts | |
(c) Set out the role of each concept in ,4"
o the.system. I'ormulate a descﬁiptibn
of 411 centra. concepts of that«system
<and their 1nter relatlon from: the per-
*; spectlve of the allen system u51ng 'ﬂ“ ] //
vjtwhatever categorlzatlon appears to ”“v c _
| reflect the structure of the/g;;iem' - -
-‘(dj Indlcate analogles and dlsanalogles o -
between the Toles of these concepts and

those of our system
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| | PV
alExtend our -concept of 1ntelllg1b111ty by expanding

the overlap of form and content between the ‘two

systems _ make concepts W1th no overlap intelli-

.glble in terms of their relatlons to" concepts 1n

&3

-

the system which do overlap with concepts in, ours.

o

If thls results in ten51on in our system resolve

it by restructurlng our system creatlng new con- -
ceptual categorles 1f necessary

Determine the content of the other.Crucial formal

constants in the
o 'ﬁf&?ﬂn
of our formal constants accordlngly such that as

: much as p0551b1e of whatiys real ratlonal 'etc

in the other system becomes real, ratlonal; etc.,

<&

~in our extended system Resolve the resultlng

‘tension in the same way as before.

er $ystem. Extend the content

A5



S ' CHAPTER 4

S

-';.. - APPLICATION OF METHODOLOGY e T

example, viz.; the/system of sorcery descrlbed by Carlos\
- Castafied: in his account of his apprentlceshlp to Juan

Matus’ a Yaqu1 erJo 37 ThlS endeavour is not- equ1va—

¥

lent to the actual process 1nvolved in applylng the meth-
odology, but" oply shows how such a prOJect might proceed
Each 1nd1v1dua1 must erform the task for hlmself this
e€ssay 'is no substrtute for the concrete appllcatlon of ‘
the methodology here descrlbed although I hope it will
.pr0V1de helpful dlrectlon for - such an undertaklng

I shall begln by elaboratlng some general con51der—70

ations regarding my- example For the purpose of thlS 4 .

' enterprlse I will assume that Castaneda s account is a
‘completely Verldlcal autoblography The outlandlsh na-

ture of \the experlences whlch he descrlbes haxe promptedh--‘
some scept1c1sm concernlng thlS p01nt however; this

‘1ssue in no way endangers,my the51s The authent1c1ty

e s
W

¥ of the conceptuail System to wh1£h we apply the methodo-

logy\is“lrrelevant to the 111ustratrVe aspeCt oﬁ,theu

46 _ .: (’\\\ S



“,no apparent motlve for such elaborate subterfuge Hism

‘f1rst book was submltted to a unlver51ty press an indi-

-~ 8 i
e R PR . .

R

exanple. However, the we1ght of eV1denGe strongly fa-

vours ‘the Judgment that the substance of . Castaneda

R

~reports ig authentic. Flrst although .zealous research-
. eTs have uncovered some apparent 1ncon51stenc1es regard-.

‘1ng Castaneda s ver51on of hlS past llfe 38 these 1ncon- S

grultles are due to hlS avowed pollcy to create a ”fog"
D
around himself and to tell the' emotlonal truth” wh1l\

1eav1ng statlstlcal datatuncertaln

o o

”Carlos' basic explannt1on of hlS 1ying -

1s both perfect and totally unrespon51ve

. 'To ask me to verify mv life -by g1v1ng you

- my statistics,' he sa.s, “s.like using
_science to. valldate Sc¢ive.y. It robs .the
world of its maglc and makes milestones’
out ‘of us all. In short, Castafeda lays’
claim to an absolute. control over hlS
1dent1ty . 39.

ES

- e "

’Second:‘though none have witnessed his experlences saVe

don Juan, those closest to h1m his superv1sor and col—

g -

'éeaghes have no doubt that hls reports are faotual Fur-

thermore the c1rcumstances surroundlng the wrltﬁng and

publlcatlon\of hlS flrst book constltute strong ev1dence

thatano hoax wa5°ever 1ntended "For example there is*

¢ on that he expected only llmlted c1rculat10n ‘SUb-

m1tted as an M A. the51s lnjahthropology, 1t was cepted>

e

»—only afger Castaneda was requ1red to rewrlte 1t tw1ce (over

Al ST e .
) . "-°‘-“
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e

“which are unquestlonably autoblographlcal

Achanglng hlS bellefs attltudes behav1our etc., and

N . \ . ' {Y‘ B ' . ’ I ’ ’ . 4
a period ,of-three years). This’ prodlglous effort makes.

‘ 3

:‘the motive of ach1ev1ng an easy degree by aV01d1ng reta”v
- search hlghly'unllkely. Lastly, the nature of‘his exper—

-~ ience is no stri?ger than those described in some works

.

40

- There is a special ‘problem Wthh arises from thlS

exam le in that Custaneda is not merely a neutral'obser—z
Xamp

ver, but is pursulng a course of instruction, and don

o

Juan, in hlS capacity of 1nstructor; is extremely prag-
matic. ‘Thus hlS methodology of 1nstruct10n is not de-
signed to explaln his system to Castaneda in a 51mp1e,
forthrlght manner. His empha51s rs_on_actlon rather than

talk, and he only uses-etplanation to further specific

E

-goals in teaching. We must_therefore be on guard to disr

tinguish bona fide eluc1dat10ns of concepts in the sys-

~tem frpm apparent dlstortlons and 1nc0n51stenc1es result-,h

ing from don Juan s technlque 41 ’ _ - o

Within don Juan s system, the importance of under-

| Tstandlng 1s mlnlmal The course which Castafieda under-

goes is de51gned to totally remold him as a person

teach him various technlques for 11v1ng in his .altered

world . But even though the force of don Juan s teachlngs

is malnly non- cOgnltlve, many fundamental philosophical

. R .
issues, 1nc1ud1ng my main the51s topic, are treated ex-

p11c1t1y or 1mp11c1t1y in the process of Castaneda s.

18



* conceptual- system.

instruction. 'ThlS is doubl —edged it is bo?h helpful

s
in g1V1ng 1n51ght into the more’ 1nterest1ng aspects of

F

the system, and a h1ndrance by 1ncrea31ng the complex1ty
and scope of what must be understood. In any case, it

1

removes ‘all doubt that we are ~re confrtoned by a total
B ’ o7 i e . )
,,v

\

I w1shed to use thlS example because the events
descrlbed were to be understood accordlng to a system
of thought wh1ch most clearly contrasts with the common
sense of'a typlcal western'man.v At the outset, Castaneda

exempllfles such an outlook "This case also has the

lfeature of show1ng what roles culture and language may

play w1th respéct to the authentic adoptlon of a concep-

)
tual’ system. Tovsomeone learning how to become a sorcer-

er, the’ course 15 Vlrtualby 1ndependent of both factors 42'

‘Yet, 1n the and1v1dual varlatlon in experlent 11 content,

there are references mdde to cultural determlnants as well'

o

as - 1nd1v1dual dlfferences due to temperament

There are further advantages wh1ch prompted the

’ selectlon of th1s partlcular alternate conceptual system

¢

-The orlglnal data of c0nversatlons between our reporter

(Castaneda) and an or1g1nal member of the conceptual sys-z

»tem 1nvolved (don Juan) occurs 1n a language hav1ng famll—‘

iar structure and Vocabulary (1 e. -Spanlsh), thus there .

is no. problem of translat1on (an issue: wh1ch need not be



g

.dlscussed w1th1n the scope of thlS work), Spanlsh-

;_Engllsh translatlon 1s relat1Vely 51mple and well known
There is a minimum of unexplalned observatlons and of )
:these none are due to language dlfflculty The reports
are made Castaneda clalms in the phenomenologlcal mode

Wthh is approprlate bearlng in mlnd the bias involved

”fﬂ7due to cne's native conceptual system 43 He is also.'

;-,at}em g to gain membershlp in this way ofvlife'andg

~ his €t .entary on his -experiences and difficulty in aCCept~'

g 2

1ng the 1nterpretatlons glven in that System prOV1de in-

‘ i 51ght 1nto some’ of the problems of becoming a part1c1pant

of the conceptual System which one w1shes to understand

In thls case, the outcome would be a complete and perma-

s now attempt to follow through the steps for

the ap'llcatlon/of the proposed methodology w1th respect

Juan' s conceptual system As we, w1ll dlscover

ST "‘L;
, there are cercain llmltat10n° tQ thls sort of dem-

; ~onstration; - nevertheless the endeavour should prove to
be eluc1datory It is cruc1al to bear 1n m1nd that thlS‘

2
example is: de51gned to 1llustrate how such an appllca-.

tion would proceed ‘not to apply the methodology ln 1ts

entlrety . o

~
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3 c1ng a sorcerer', and 'hunti ower'. . . N

(), (a) and (b)

e

- The primary source for commenc1ng ourllnqu1ry 1nto
don Juan's system of sorcery is the verbatim- accounts of
hlS conversatlons w1th Castaneda In order to place the
central concepts of this system in the context of this
background I have selected quotatlons for each concept
in the system and formed Appendix A bFor each entry,

there will be at least one 1nstance of its use, or an

explanation of the concept 1tself in terms of ‘the system.

‘jThe problems of 1solat1ng concepts e determini** \hlch

are central to the system are easi’v . olved; - for in-

stance short terms which - 1nd1cate ‘U stantives (or'are

in substantlval form), qualltles actlons,¢or events may

be assumed to refer. to 51mple concc S, 'The emphaSis on

act1v1t1es and processes, however ,aads us’ to, p051t com--

‘plex concepts Wthh correspond to phras S. For example

'becomlng one w1th the ally "becom1ng a’ man . of know~

ledge', etc ,'are complex concepts Wthh 1llustrate the

-subJectlve or1entat10n of the system toward personal

change and de .opment. | Other complex concepts which.

are non- reflex1ve are 'creating power obJects' 'pier-

_ . A . P

-

"The overlap with respect to range of appllcatlon

is falrly exten51ve Be51des the weal{h of shared con—'

o

ceptsvwhlch? strictly speaklng, are not :part ofpthe

&



System, a good number of concepts wh1ch do play an im-

portant role in hlS system have equlvalents or close
approx1mat10ns wh1ch we may easily comprehend 51nce

| the range of appllcatlon of these concepfs*ds virtual-

:ly identical in both systems. In these cases, it is

prlmarlly the role Wthh such concepts play in each

System -that is of 51gn1f1cance A tentative list 1s

pr0V1ded here, although a more exhaustlve llSt may be

'i\\ found ¥ Appendix B, glVlng a catalogue of terms de-

»notlng concepts 1n don Juan 'S system familiar analbgues

of these concepts (if p0551ble),'and a rough estlmate of

4

the degree of overlap between the range of appllcatlon of.‘~

Q‘these and familiar concepts. The concepts which have \

‘ldentlcal- or nearly 1demt1cal ranges of appllcat1on _\ B

I .
_w1th a concept 1n our system (usually referred to by

L&}

‘the same term) are as follows

i
ABSOLUTB ASSURANCE ... OMEN |
ALERT: & . DATTENCE
. ANGER - Uiy " PLANT
- APPRENTICE - . PREPARED
“"'ATTACHMENT , RESPECT
. BODY - . " RESPONSIBILITY
.. COLOR . ¥ 'ROUTINE
".CONTROL - . . SELF- IMPORTANCE
. COURAGE ' + .+, STRATEGY
- -DECISTON =~ . . ;;' STRUGGLE
DETACHMENT = " TATrTNG
" DIRECTION . THINKING
- DIVINING = . UNBENDING INTENT -
.. EXPLANATION: .. WELL-BEING |
", GATHERING PLANTS " . WIDE AWAKE
7 LIFE + - WIND

. LIZARD P " 'WORLD OF ORDINARY MEN
OLD AGE ~© -
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esg., 'divining.'c

It is importaht to note that overlap with respect to

range of appllcatlon need not 1nd1cate overlap with

respect to role in ‘the respective conceptual systems.

. Thus some concepts in this list,wlllvbe Virtuallyvshared

with respect to-both, e.g., 'prepared'; others. will have
identical ranges'of‘applications; but play diverse roles,
@, © . ‘

A descrlptlon,of the role ofqthese concepts. in

thelr native system is a profltable enterprlse for the

. purpose of understanding the'Contents of the system's'

formal constants. From the dlscourse 1nV01v1ng Carlos

- and don" Juan, it is, p0551ble to come to a prellmlnary

N

understand1ng, 1n the sense of belng able to speak cor-

Tectly 1n terms of the Vocabulary and grammar which they

employ in thelr dlscourse. .Unfortunately,.l am unable-

to present more than a brief descrlptlon in Appendlx D

however, along with the context of the orlglnal dlscourse

":provided in Appendlx A, this should be sﬁfffc1ent to

«?“‘
acqualnt the reade@ w1th the system under study

Appendlx E w1ll prOV1de a-list of terms (whlcﬁﬁ

'appear in’Single quotations'in Appendix C---a device T

will use to 1nd1cate terms wh1ch correspond to concepts

1n don Juan S system) under the headlngs of the categor1es'

'of my proposed classificatiaon. Th1§ c1a551f1cat1on_rs my

PN
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own and I do not claim it to be absolute however, 1t
seems to be falrly helpful from a dldaCtIC p01nt of V1ew
and some framework bound c1a551f1cat10n may be 1nev1tab1e

in’ the appllcatlon of any methodology

(1), (d) .
~To exhaustlvely 1nd1cate the ways, in which every.

concept in don Juan's system 'is analogous/dlsanalogous

with a number of concepts in our system with respect 'to
the role it pﬁays would be beyond the p01nt of dlmlnlsh—'

1ng returns and thus no correspondlng appendlxtés pro—

a

vided. It w111 be suff1c1ent to take into account a few

central’ exaMples Let us con51der the concept appren—‘
‘ r;;“ 3-) . ()

tice'. The role of apprentlce' in don Juan' § system -

v p‘*_) .\ L

is Vlrtlally 1dent1ca1 to the role of“"&pprentlce”zln,;g

ours; 51m11ar1y,"benefactor' and "tutor" play'c105e1y2“7””

analogous roles.’ The dlsanalogy is that in the system of
" sorcery, the:,apprentlce' has no. appreC1ab1e prlor under-
A standlng of the nature of the 'knowledge' he 1s to o S
"learn’ jgthls would be somewhat like enrolllng 1n a '» _';n;j'¢”f®
course of studY in our- SYStem with only the 1nformatlon - B ”:?
that 1t would be de51gned to convert the student into a

mystlé i Also there is no standardlzed .course or. perlod

o

of 1nstructlon, although there are certaln procedures

whlch requ1re rlgld adherence in various act1v1t1es The ’ e

’apprentlceshlp is only termlnated at the p01nt where



the apprentlce"is able to proceed on his own, or
'succumbs 1rrevocab1y to one of the natural enemies'.

In addltlon to this, the manner' in which the 'benefactor'
selects hiS"appreﬁtlce' dlffers In*our system, it is,.
usually the apprentlce who selects hls tutor and is
accepted not only on the‘ba51s of hlS capablllty but
'also on his ablllty to pay for the serV1ces in don

Juan s system 'the 'benefactor’ chooses. his apprehtice(s)'
on the ba51svof‘an ’bﬁen',“and receives:nothing'in the-way
offmaterial compensation.: Don Juan merely asks of Cas-

'taneda, ”Pay me for my. tlme ..... with your,time.”45

(2), Intelligibiiity

| of the act1v1t1es practices experlences. etc.,
that are 1nte111g1b1e in don Juan s system somel&%e
.unlntelllglble to us’; those ‘which . are 1mmed1ately intel-

4 ~

11g1b1e usually are so on the ba51s of our conceptual Sys-

- tem 1n 2 manner Wthh is 1ncompat1ble w1th its 1nte111g1-»

b111ty on ‘the ba51s of ‘don Juan's system For- example,
Carlos experlences somethlng w1th the aid of don Genaro

which he. flnds unlntelllglble

I3

”Don Genaro stood in front of me. and- began
sw1ng1ng his arms at hls 51des back and
forth in unlson '

'Look 11tt1e Carlos ' he said. "Look! Look!"

&y



. examine it. I cannot recall whet er I saw a

- : L
)
¢

sound. 1t was the sound of something . !
ripping. At ‘the precise instant /the sound
happened, I felt a sensation of 'Facuity in
my lower abdomen. It was the terribly
anguishing sensation of felling, not painful,
but rather unpleasant and *consuming. It
lasted a few seconds  and’ then it subsided,
leaving a strange itch in my knees. ~But
while thé sensation had lasted, I experienced

He nade an,extraordinary éharp,”swishing ,

another unbelievable phenomenon.: I saw don - .

- Genaro on top.qf some mountains,.that were ’ :
perhaps ten miles away. The perception lasted

e i '\gnly a few seconds and it happened so unex-

ectedly that I -did not have time really to

‘man-size figure standing on top of the moun-
“tains, or a reduced image of .don Genaro. Yet
. .at that moment I was certain beyond any doubt
- that I wast-seeing him standing on top of the
-Mmountains. However, the moment I thought that

‘I ¢could not pPossibly see a man ten miles away

the perception vanished. - - L '

I turned around to look for don Genaro), but
he was not there."46 . SRR

s .
o

Although don Juan declined to explain. this expérience to

‘Castaﬁ%da, from'analogous;dccurrences 1t would be”prob-’
‘ably explained as follows: don Genaro ekerciéed his

: P ' G ] . .
ability to ’bring‘abouththe‘worldrof sorcerers' by using

his 'eit@a‘ring'of power', 'opened Castafleda's gap', and
'moved"’ fnstantaneously'tq ardistant mountain top: In

|

¥ . . . .. S @ o
our system, this is unintelligible. - -

On .the otheﬁjhand, other' experiences appeéf'iht&Y4r¢,

f,,ingftheir'cawing'is a,comﬁonplace:experiencé which is

eaéily‘fntelligible in our system: . In don Juan's system,

’ligibfé inrboth systeﬁs. Seeing 'crows' flying'or hear- .
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€.g., the employment of various technlques which a

'however it is also 1nte111g1b1e but more often as an
”event of great. 51gn1f1cance as.an omen. 47‘ Other events

may be 1nte111g1b1e in both systems on the sane-basis;

'hunter' uses to construct traps and his procedures

S
for stalklng game, B2

-

Wnat we requlre is. to make intelligible to us the

contents of don Juan s concept of 1nte111g1b111ty in a

o

_'manner which synthe51zes the concepts of 1nte111g1b1

o

llty

of both Systems. The explanatlons of experlences glven

in terms of don Juan s system will be 1nte111g1b1e once

such explanatlons I shall prov1de the means for achiev-

/ N . .
ing an understandlnguof 'moving' in order to.demonst

how this.should proceed. -

.We have made 1nte111g1b1e the - conrepts Wthh are used in

rate

'Moving' is a technique which has to be learned; The

range of appllcatlon of the concept is‘approximatefy e-

a

qulvalent to the 1nstances where a brujo perceives or acts

¥

at a dlstancen

J
"

- “+«..a brujo can move a. thousand miles in one
second to see what is going om» He can de-

By determlnlng the relatlonshlp betﬁeen the esoterlc con-'f

cept of mov1ng ana the. more famlllar concepts of

seelng
0 \ N
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4t a distance' and 'delivering a biow at-a distance', we
increase’eur understanding of the former. BdthA'seeing
at a distance’ and 'dellverlng a blow at a distance' have’
almost the same. form and cOntent in our conceptual system.‘
as inudon Juan's. They,are dlsanalogous to the extent
that (a) our s;atem uses techn.ques Whichkrequire"scien~
tific explanatien,.(b) what constitutes strdking‘a blow
zmillidiffer. We may conciude that"movingdxia loosely
anaiogousltoa“prdjec%ing one's\poweré'to nerceiVe and
have cauaal'efficacy beyogg theirﬁnormal range."
“First}'the concept.of 'moving' is at'least now mini-
mally intelligible to’ué. We kndw‘how tgjrelate it to

other terms in don Juan S system and how to relate it

to c0ncepts in our system. But let us remember that thls"

is but the first crude step 1nzmak1ng'the:conceptrlntelll—

giggz,éand much more must be dpne before it becomes fully¥

‘comprehensible. o
Second, -an understandin

) ‘.of this concept alone will

be 1nsuff1c1ent to make Castaneda s experlence 1nte111g1—'

ble. " For example,/can the concept of mov1ng account |

;for‘don Genaro' s‘apparent-phy51cal dlsappearance Ceven in

terms of don Juan S. system)? The answer would seem to

[ J—

requlre that ‘we understand each concer* used in the ex-.

planatlon not onLy_separately but“ln comp;natlon with the

others.

K
/
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1

Third 1f we grant that ‘we Zan make these concepts

1nte111g1b1e what sort of ten51on arlses in our system

as a result. and how are we to resolv. 1t?' Certalnly,r

)

mov1ng’.1s a"concept Wthh séems 1ncompat1ble with our

' notlon @f phys1cal movement which relles heavily on a
- T s
. Newtonlan mechan1st1c view of the world In.order to

makej movnng 1ntelllg1ble in our system ‘we must re-

structure our conceptual category of “actlng at a dis-

o

tance,

e .

(3),‘Conteht

2

It is nelther fea51ble nor necessary to prov1de,a%
exhaustlve analysxs of the content of the other formal
'constants in don Juan s conceptual system a selectlon
of central examples w111 be suff1c1ent for the pu?pose‘

of 1llustrat10n.m'

> (a) Ratlon“"iy
| In don an's, system it is tht u1timate _
in 1rrat1ona11ty %o attompt to 'become a man of
'.knowledge' by recordlng conversatlons verbatim’
:as Castafleda does.‘ On the other hand it is
'rational to meet w3 e ally as often as
‘p0551ble untrQ one ‘. aes’ one w1th the ally e
which 1nvolves the 1ngest10n of 'power plants'
all with the proper preparatlon and rltual (For
'concepts wh1ch are used to descrlbe other ratlonal

;act1V1t1es cf. Appendlx D Sec 5.)

e X



»

(b) Actuality o '

J

Accoré%ng;to don'Juan, those fhings,actually

ex: st that can, affect you or be affected by you.

. \/
For example when Castaneda asks 1f~the guardlan

e '

'isureal don Juan replles "Of course it ‘was real
It caused you pain, dldn 't 1t7” Thus in don Juan S

, system a sufficient condatlon for an entlty to be '
_yactual is the capac1ty to affect a person.: Por'all
practlcal purpeses, thlS may also be_regarded as. a
necessary condltlon. Yet a partlcular 1nd1v1dua1’
1ncapac1ty to be affected by an actual existent
Af(e.g., by the guardlan ) may be exp7a1ned by the

-~

notion'of the‘ shlelds' Wthh we acqulre 1n the

“

process of belng ralsed and of Wthh we are never.

7

)

aware .

(c)f,Ontologyp o e B \§~

| vThepontological status;of entities in don
Juan's System may be inferred from the uay'(heu
. correspOnding COncepts are uSed. For-example, there
Iare material objects like focks plants etc.,.but-
‘fthese may alter status under certaln condltlons
Rocks may become power obJects*, 'strings' "etc;
plants may be power plants' rike 'Mescallto'
(There dis a blurred dlstlnctlon between the plant
peyote ‘and the be1ng one en. Jnters .when it 1s

1ngested§\and thus the name'"mescallto” is,used;forh

o



both.) Other entlties like powers , the guar—.

“dian', etc., are non- mater1al but nevertheless S RO

‘actpal exiStents on the crlterla of the system. ke

. T \\\\\_‘_’n .
As we make the concepts in don Juan S system intel- "

llglble and attempt to resolve the tension Wthh results

from this operatlon ~ten51on w111 11kely be p;pduced w1th

v 0 o

respect, to the content of the other formal constants., The

changes wh1ch our system mus t undergo in. order to effect

a resolutlon w1ll be con51derable 'in th;s case. Certaln 17’”

polarltles Ain our conceptual system (e 8- subject obJect v

subJectlve obJectlve phy51cal mental etc. ) Wthh are

«

: : A -
central paradlgms for our formal constants must evolve "

a ~

in some manner durlng the ensulng conceptual revolutlon
"or be abandoned altogether It 1slclear that they are

insufficient to prov1de a ba51s for understandlng don
” e

Juan 's system in its w1dest sense, where these polari- e

.

3

.‘tles have llttle appllcatlon.

Let us take a 51mple case and‘roughly sketch out .

& -

how thls aspect of the methodology ‘is to work in prac— e

tice. In don Juan' s system, it is ratlonal ‘to 'talk-to,% .

plants" one apologlzes for plfklng them, thanksithem S

ffor g1v1ng up thelr lives, etc One 'talks to plants' in
: order to be on good terms w1th them 1t is belleved that

they can recognlze people and have the ablllty to affect



. “&t\ S . ' : E s o ' B Y
which\are USed in\sorcery) - In our system, it would be

con51dered 1rrat10nal to talk to plants just as' it would
be to talk to stones oT walls. In order to expand the
Content ofNOUr concept of ratlonallty to encompass the
act1v1ty of talklng to plants ‘we mlght rev1se the on-
\Itologlcalletatus of_plants to,encompass the-concept of
'plant’; i;ei,.instead of grouping'them.with inanimate
igbjécts which ‘can nedther perceive nor discriminate, we
- may. .consider them to. be more or less on-a par w1tﬁﬁthe
higher animals. (It isn't irrational to talk to your
pet cat.) m . S ' : k . e
The . elaboratlon of how thlS methodology would be
applled has necessarlly been sketchy,-51nce its completew
-successful executlon would entail a vast: alteratlon of
'our conceptual system. The extent gf this would depend
iupon the remoteness of the system to whlch 1t was applled

~In the case of don Juan'$ system the necessary cnange is e

far- reachlng



CHAPTER 5 - B
CONCLUSION

. 7_ It is 1mperat1ve that I now meet “the p0551blq.ob-

' Jectlon that elther the Absolutlst or Relat1V1st method-
ology may be equal to or superlor to that Wthh I have
presented I shall sketch out . the phllosophlcal posi-

ntlons of. each and suggestrhow the espectlve methodo-.' -

ﬁlg01es would be formulated By <« ‘tlcally analv21ng

“these positions, I hope to/ show my preference to be Jus—
tifled. The 51mple Absolutlst and Relat1v1st p051t1ons
do 1ot of themselves 1mply any_ partlcular methodology,
but they engender attltuies Wthh may :lead to their re-
spect1ve radical extremeé »these do imply certaln method-
ologles ' Nelther position may be conclu51vely proven

correct or 1ncorrect fdr each will appeal to its. own

crlterla ' Whether one ,051t10n or the other 1s correct
must remaln moot "Eac 51de presents arguments supportlng”

opp051te plcture preferences and I am engaged 1n present-
1ng a picture preference for a third- alternatlve -

- The Absolutlst p051t10n rests upon the presupp051;
_tlon that there are’ absolute crlterla for 1ntelllg1b111ty;

_— ratlonallty, reallty, etc. The Varlat1ons among people

“which we observe concernlng the content of these concepts

%
‘6‘3 . %
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: o : e
is due. to error; people are simply mistaken about what_“‘

is Lntelligible, rational, freal S ctc. When there 1s LT

disagreement then at most ‘one party can be correct«
e (\; .

. s
L Wlnch places Evans Prltchard (though less so than hlS~

predecessors) in that camp, and consgders the tharac-

' 2
N

¥ terlzatlon of the Absolutlst p051t10n (presented in

%

Chapter l) applltable to. h1m

M v . , B | . @
o .6, . J - ‘-

”Now a]though Evans Prltchard goes a very e
great deal- further than most of his predeces-

cr , n4}sorsm1n trying to present the sense of the

A 1nst1tutlon> he is dlscu551ng as it presents
. ; '7”1¢se]f to .the Azande themselye '$till, the

! , > last paragraph does:, I belleve/ pretty falrly
Lo _ descrlbe the’ attltude he. him9elf took at the

: ' " time’of. writlng this book. There is. more than
‘one-remark ‘to the effect. that obv1ously there

" . are no: w1tches" “and he writes of the diffi-
3 A ‘culty hé found, during his fleld work with
1&3"” . the Azande, in. @haklng off the 'unreason' on

_ ”,*;j which ‘Zande life is based and returning to. a .
T e clear view of 'how things really are. This
o attitude. is-®ot an unso histicated ohe but

» . . is based ona philosophical- position ably
‘ . developed in a series. of | papers published -’
. ing ; the 19307s .. .49 ‘ -
;ﬁ : -/

When faced’w1th the - task of dlstlngulshlng the’ in--

o telllglbﬂe from the un1nte111g1b1e<:2he ratlonal fxom
QSQ oA

'{the 1rrat10nal the real from the unreal, etc the ‘Ab-~

= solutlst w111 1ther assume that (a) hlS standards of

1nte111g1b111t1; ratlonallty, etc.

ultimate stand rds, (b) that there is no way. to have com-

plete tertaint as to whlch standards are absolute but'

?‘that hlS standards must be regarded as the\best approXi%

t

, correspond to the - .

¢



mations until proven wrong, oI (c) that his native con-

ceptualvsystem is-unsEthfactory, and therefore'attempts

to construct a comprehensive world view. . In praCtiee,

(b) and (c) reduce to (a). | o ' S 'o"
The resultlng methodology for understandlng another

- conceptual system w111 be that of a551m11at1on, the sub-

suming of al¥Kralien concepts under our presently under-

stood conceptual categories. Our ‘conceptual system‘will ‘

-

be regarded as the measure of the 1nte111g1b111ty of the

: allen concepts,' The Absolutlst con51ders hlS enterprlse

to be that of discovering which of the concepts in the

‘other system are intelligible,_and basing the conclusion
upon the readlness w1th Wthh it is a551m11ab1e The .
prlmary con51derat10n in this regard 1s the concept's
range of appllkatlon | -
Furthermore once the concepts of the other system
have. been a551m11ated in thls m%nners_the entltles to

"_whlch they refer and the act1v1t1es ‘which” they are uSed

to descrlhe will be judged on the basis of Qhe status oﬁaﬁﬂ

A

the correspondlng conceptual categorles in our sysﬁéﬁ
.'under Wthh they have been subsumed That’is ”if "the
god %f ‘the volcano refers to a concept found in the:
congeptuil system of‘a'Polyne51anhtr1be, then 1t w111
L belsubsumedwundefkthe Category of mythoiogy,and the.on_

tological sta\us whieh the‘Absolutistvwill ascribe to

65
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" the entlty to which it refers is mythologlcal 'also
the: act1v1ty of 'making sacrlflces to appease the god
of the volcano' w111 be viewed as 1rrat10 11 because (it
‘.w111 be clalmed)hthere are no reasonable grounds for be—
11eV1ng that such actions will be causally eff1cac1ous
The Relat1v1st rejects the central presupp051t10n'
of Absolutlsm. VlZ , that there are absolute cr1ter1a for -
1nte111g1b111ty, ratlonallty, reallty, etc. He_holds
”that the only crtterla of 1nte11igibility which have '
‘vvalld appllcatlon to concepts of a partlcular conceptual
system are those of the system in question. Slmllarly,,
what 15/rea1 or ratlonal is relatlve to the conceptuala
,ystem which is employed in order to make sense of these
entities. and actlvltles pr1mar11y the system to which
theyvare natlve. The contention . that the 1nte111g1b111ty
of a concept is system dependent means that only a native
of & conceptual system-<an authentlc part1c1pant of the-
form of life upon Wthh it is based, is able to under-
stand. the concepts of that system 50, - An 1nd1v1dua1 who
vvdoes not share that system may only dlSCOVer why ‘these
'concepts are 1nte111g1b1e to a natlve however unless'tﬁ ;

¢

_hhe actually adopts the system he w1shes to study, he

g

.- g ﬁ
,grounds, and any other grounds for. 1nte111gkba11tw¢are

cannot make ‘these concepts 1nte111g1b1e on the'

- b

.ruled out for a- proper understandlng

L



o

From this position, the.forvahich:a Relativisti
methodology for;understanding_an'alternate conceptual
system must take is: In order tofunderstand another
cOnceptual‘system, one must become'a participant of'that
system. In order to derive this conclu51on I attribute,
to the Relativist a further plau51b1e assumption that
it is necessary to become a part1c1pant of a conceptual
system in. order to attain a part1c1pant s understanding
of that system |

It is now opportune to appraise these conflicting
p051t10ns and determine their relative merits and defi-
c1enc1es The glaring problep,w1th Absolutism lies w1th
;actual and pos51ble disagreement. If the tenet of ulti-

mate standards is to be more than an empty article of

faith,” then the Absolutist 1s obliged to prov1de some

7

means of resolv1ng disputes It is not>enough to claim 1,

that at,?est - one of the disputants is right we require

some means for determining which one. Howevdr, any pro-
posal for wha{\constitutes ultimate criteria must be in-
:ternally incorrigible l.e., it cannot be cr1t1c1zed from
w1thin. When two such proposals conflict neither may

be proven wrong on the ba51s of its own criteria sim-

11ar1y, external cr1t1c1sm is precluded for neither pos-

,1t10n may allow a third perspective to arbitrate w1thout
“thereby relinqu1sh1ng 1ts*c1a1m ‘to ultimacy The logical

A

-

- Q7
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result of thls phllosophlcal bind is the preservatlon of

, the Status quo of the Absolutlst s conceptual system at

the cost of regardlng his: opponents as simply wrong.

This is not merely the result of a Hogmatlc attltude

but arlseSafrom the nature of the phllosophacal p051t10n

Y 3 -

which holds not only that there are ultlmate cr1ter1a

e

but attempts to spell out what they are‘

The attendant methodology 1s also subject to crit-

‘ 1c1sm The Absolutlst S attempt ‘to understand a con- .

»cept of another conceptual system 1gnores the role 1t

¥

plays in that system, and the relatlons it has to other

concepts in that system. But worse than thls 1t 1gnores

dlscrepanc1es between :an . allen concept s range of appli-

cation and that of the famlllar concept under whlch it

i1s subsumed. The a551m11at10n model overempha51zes the

P

51m11ar1ty between the content of these concepts and
ignores 1mportant dlfferences thus resultlng 1n mls—’

understanding. : ) - -

et

For example the Absolutlst would llkely purport

to understand the Japdnese concept of hara k1r1 51mp1y

Y
i

as a (rather blzarre) means of commlttlng su1c1de on a®

to learn that the concept of hara k1r1 must be understood d

in relatlon to their concept of "losing face "oa notlon
/

w1th whlch we are ///e/famlllar. Accordlng to Japanese
-

-

'par perhaps with sllttlng one's throat. But we have come
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- ing himself at at person's front door; he_”saves‘face,

and causes thqﬁirongdoer to ”1ose face_' as the resulting
gory mess is mute testlmony that an 1n3ust1ce was. commit-.
ted and who was respon51b1e Thus the dlfference betf
ween hara kiri: and su1c1de (i.e., in terms of motivation
and soclal 51gn1f1cance) is much more 1mportant than the
151m11ar1ty (1 e., the taklng of one's. own 11fe) Theref
fore , a straight- forward assimilation by equatlng haza

~kiri w1th su1c1de would result in a shallow over- 51mp1

d

flcatlon,, ’ S
ThlS methodology would also lead-to a mlsunderstand-
ing ot ‘the Zande concept of maglc for as Wlnch notes it
.is an 1mportant p01nt that our conceptual system does not<
orlglnally have a category wh1ch corresponds to ‘the Zande
category of A glc, just as it appears that the Aéande have
”_‘-no categorles of science.. and non-science.>1
;”Slnce it 1s we who‘want to understand the ~ rhf o B

o Zande category,‘lt appears that the onus is
“on us to expand .our understandlng SO as‘to

b;"e;?jij-make room for ‘the Zande category, rather

N “ 'than “to 1n51st on seeing it in terms of our

b
.

%8, own ready-made- distinction between science - - .
o ?ﬁand fon- -scieéence. Certalnly the sort of und-
erstandlng L/ seek Tequires that we see the
iZande- category in-relation: to  our own. already -
~ _understood categories. But .this neigher
‘ﬂﬁmeans ‘that it is right to 'evaluate' maglc_
" in terms of criteria belonging to thos
other . categories; nor does it give any
~clue. as to Wthh of our e\lst1n§ categorles'

piors
e



of thouglt will plOVJde the best point of
refetence from which we can understand the
- point of the Zande practices."

What Winch intends by claiming'that we must .see.-the cat-

egory of Zande magic in relation to our owé Categories is

‘not that we must equate it with one of'th_m, nor does he

imply that it can'be satisfactorily understood w1thout

'con51der1ng 1ts relatlons to other concepts w1th1n that -

systgh.. His argument is de51gned to dlspel the plau51b11-

ity of the Abselutlst position, 1nc1ud1ng‘the methodology

) - - . 53 : . : B K
of assimilation.” - "

I tend to accept the Relat1v1st p051t10n ‘but main-
ta1n important reservatlons The Relativist is correct

in relatlng crlterla for the contents of formal constants

to respcctlve conceptual systems but confuses.the‘lssuefﬁ.

by falllng to dlstlnguish Various senses of “understahd-'

'ing' and ho%§1ng a narrow view of ‘what constltutes undel—

staij}ng a different conceptual system. Even 1f we'grant

the umptlon that ‘in order to gain a part1c1pant S

. (J"‘*" :
understandlng of an alternate conceptual system we must

3

. becowe part1c1pants of that system, it must be shown thatx

a part1c1pant s.understandlng is the dnly ”proper” under—

-

standlng However, this assumptlon too is opgn to debate

_Kai,Nielsen argues with respect to the conceptual system

'.upon Wthh 1s based rellglous dlscourse, that we may

achieve a part1c1pant S understandlng whlle retalnlng

70



our own conceptual system.

~

"y agree w1th such Vittgensteinians that
to understand religious discourse one
must have a . participant's. understandlng
of it. - However, this certainly does not
entail that one is actually a participant,
that one accepts or belleves in the reli-
gion in questlon moo7 o

[

At 1ssue here 15 the extent tO‘WhICh one's understandlng
is llmlted by fallure to have\the relevant beliefs to
‘whlch both concepts ;nd éiberlen%es aré related in the:
system. - I think the solutlon w1ll depend on -the sort
of understandlng we wish to achieve. 55 E
. The crltlcal fault in the Relat1v1st methodology is
the nece551ty of abandonlng (or at least temporarlly sus-

pendlng) our,eonEEFL_al\§Z§tem in order to, adg@t

tem we wish to understand At best glven theiT

the-sys-'

position

this w1ll be v1ewed as a trade, »for the Relativi

' the‘a ba51s for Judglng -the merits of each systQ?v
Would'seem that because of practioal considera%ion
) would be little 1mpetus for anyone to aftempt this S¢
“of "leap of faith.” Thusilzaradox1cally it appears zhat’
,  the.effect of holding-a;R lat1v1st p051t10n also has the

effect of malntalnlng the status quo of an 1nd1v1dual s

conceptual system not onétheoret;calﬁgzgpnds .but on -

pragmatlc groundS' ‘the cost of understandlng another'

f
conceptual. system is exhorbltant ' N {

71



'It's} - he ¢ - o by pow th what constitutes
understar ~t.  tne Absoluti-t tr. for thelRelati—
vist dif . ca¢ boch diffe  frea aat is meant by
"underst: ~a" Jithin tae cont of the methodology-
which I have -uv. _in-d. S’ ailr y,'what is con51dered
”satisfattory ur ser st differs ~ For the Absolu-

tlst in order for our understandlng of another concep—-'

tual system to be satlsfactory it must. not dlsturb our
system,,-the Relativist regards as satlsfactory nothlng
less than the complete adoptlon-of the system we wish

to understand. .(I-doAnot include Wihchles one who holds
‘this extreme.position;) I'consider that it is'minimally
suffiClént tO'understahd that certain beliefs, prao-
tices,_activities,.etc., are,intelligible; rétiohal,

E etc., to those»within,the'conceptualfsystemAWe wish to
study,'and know'the rehggf\T\Qgplloatlon of the rele-
1vant concepts of that system and. the roles they play.
Nevertheless this sort of understandlng has llmlted
value Ideally,‘we should expand thls understandlng

to the fullest extent p0551b1e by complet1ng the appll—

eatlon of the ‘proposed methodology in-a dynam1c gsym—

’metrlc synthe51s of the two systems What was’hitherto

.1nte111g1b1e ratlonel etc., in’ only one of the systems__

will beﬂlntelligible,_ratlonal c.; in our resulting

oonoeptual system. - } R R
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‘usystem Whether Oor not we. w1ll say that. their respectlveff:'} o/

Jen

J—
ST
‘ o P e
- ; 1?' _ : , SN

A central questlon %hlch must be ralsed is; If T

.bu

our conceptual system 1s to: evolve perhaps even under—
¢ ’ o ‘

going a’ conceptual revolutlon 1n what sense w1ll “the

new system be ours?56 For example, two individuals‘A

5 A applles my method— /

ology to an alternate con@ﬁptual system C, and ther by

his systemmchanges inte S“ Accordlng to the cr1ter1a

for - 1nd1v1duat1ng conceptual systems Wthh was set out

in Chapter- 2, the mere fact that there is a, dlfference

‘infcontent ox formal constants of § and S' 'is not suffl—‘ -t

cient for the clalm that A and B no longer share the same _ ‘/

L& .
systems are the same w1ll depend on the context Wlth the-'

probablllty that the context w1ll be of such a nature as

1

“to . requlre that.yggmegard A and B as hav1ng dlfferent

&" o
-systems dependent on the extent to which the content of

the formal constants has expanded from S to S'..

" The Absolutlst would requlre A to have conceptual system.»“

'than-B, The Relat1v1st would have A adopt C by becoming -

had B - . . ) i 4

Leg us contrast this 51¢uat10n w1th those which

’would result from the appllcatlon of thedmethodologies‘

U'1mp11c1t in the cher posltlons Wthh we. have considered.

C both before and after the appllcatlon of the Absolu-

tlst methodology He - would only have more ”1nformatlon"7

o
et .

1o

‘a full part1c1pant of that system as we have defined S



and C as alternate Systems, A and B wo@idjnd.longer share
4 , " ‘ _ 5. : ;

the‘same‘systemb” : ; L]
Within‘thefwider,context Qf'donHJuan's conceptual

system, he attempts to. réconcile theicontrary‘c0ntenfs°‘f

of the concept of intelligibilityfof'Qrdinary men, i.e.,

.us>and.Castéﬁeda‘(before hiS-éﬁpfénticeship), and sorceq;:

eTs (in the narrow sense) whozéaihot;yet fsee'. ‘IhisA'
'methOdology for resblving Conflict between'concepfnal"f
syStems can only be applied by'dual'partiCipants,

however.{ B EPRE ‘ |

53 _: . . (' - ) . N
”'What'stopped'inside you yesterday was
~what people havé been telling you the
world is like.  You see, people tell us
“from. the time ‘we are born that the world

_-is such and such and so.and so,:and nnt-
urally we'haVe'nQvChoiceﬁbut‘to see the
world the way people  have been telling
us it is.' P .

We looked?ét each othér.:'

- 'Yesterday the world became as sorcerers :
‘tell you it is,' he went on. 'In that ST
world,coyotes,talk»and $o do deer, as I
once told you, and so do rattlesnakes and -
trees and all other living beings. But

you know now that seeing happens only when * ..
one.sneaks between the worlds, the world of v <~
ordinary people and;the,world_of sorcerers.- e
-You. are now smack . ip the middle point between -
the two. Yesterday youjbelieved_the cCoyote . e
talked to you. Any sorcerer who doesn't )

See would believe the same, but one.who o

S¢es knows that to believe that is to be
Pinned down in’the realm of sorcerers. By
.- the same token, not to believegthat'coyotes
talk is to be pinned down in the realm o
ordinary meiy, ' , R .

.
h g



vh 'm‘ ‘ ' ‘:
"Do you mean, don Juan that neither the world of
'ordlnary men nor the world of sorcerers 15 real7'

'They are real worlds They could act upon you.
For example, you could have asked that coyote
"about anythlng you wanted to know and it woulg
have been compelled to glye you an answer, '

vDon Juan s methodology for resolv1ng Castaneda s e1ther/
or dllemma may be generallzed vlf someone is member.

of two 1ncompat1ble conceptual systems he is to resolve K

the confllct by adoptlngca thlrd conceptual system w1th—

‘-‘of S but not of C; thus S’ W111 d1ffer from K. f However

what happens in each case.is essentlally the same sort
. In_conolUSlon e haye found the Absolutlst method- .

_ology sterile Don Juan S methodology is superlor to that

of the Relat1v1sb because it'provides‘a‘favorableAresolnw'x: ‘f.’

1 tion‘to'the tension Created.by'the authenticqadoption‘off“

two (or Wore) 1ncompat1ble conceptual systems - "the best.

‘sw1tches back and forth seelng the world flrst one



a K

way, then the other). Both of these methogologles

-

- hOWevcr requ1re the authentic part1c1patlon of Jthe

1nVest1gator in the form of 1ife of the alterna e sys-

*tém, a most 1mpract1cal demand-. On.the other h ¥, al-s

chough my preferred methodology 1nvo1ves alterlno our
LT cohceptual system thls occurs in a, manner which pre;

servesvthe ties with our. orlglnal p051t10n (through an

expan51on rathcr than a rejectlon), the growth of our

system W111 be the result of our taking 1nto account a

dlfferent conccptual system butAW1thout-the necessit%

zof cdming to adopt it. - I. concludeé that of th@se'a1~
ternatlves, the methodology which I havo's%écctéd is

“the ‘only one which 1s both practical and valuable,
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Castaneda, C., The icachings of Don Juan: A K
, Yaqui Way of Knowledge, A Separate Reality, -
and Journey to IXtlan.. ‘

- It has also‘béen desirable to'include rather

. éxtensive appendices in order to better 1llus-
| trate the methodology: e . i
Aune, B., "Rorty on Lanmguage and the World,"
November 1972, p. 7. "Conceptual system"
and "conceptual framework! may be taken
to be synonymous. '

'

. Presents the problem of the reality of.
theoretical entities. o ‘
The problem of detection of conceptual systems
will not be relevant to my enterprise. To avoid
the possible comfusion between whether something
constitutes a conceptual system and whethet.or
not we can detect 1t -through obsethtion,}Let

- Us just say that these formal.requirements;‘
dependent ‘upon our conceptual jsystem as they
are, need not bei.detectable in all instances.

27 Thus it -is possible that some conceptual sys-

“tems " might exist which we - could not’

Ty



10,

11.

12.

13,

detect (however, "could not" here does not mean [

78

”log'gally could not'). ~Furthermore, we might

“be able to detect a Concgptual system on formal

grounds, and find no concept whose content was
analogous to any of ours. However, 1 cannot

‘imagine what this would be like.

(e.g., those-entities, and only those entities
which one individual believes to exist would not

‘be identical e those another individual believes

tb‘exist).

Teﬁnessén, Ho, "Scientists ‘in Vain ‘Wants of World/
© Views,' p. 6-7. ’ '

It will be well to'bear in mind the crucial point %
that in illustrating the relafions between concep- :
tual Systems, we cannot set out our. own _system for
viewing in equalvperspectivefwith otheﬁ@_ "There is
a'neceSsary“asymmetry due to the necessity of oper-
ating from within some conceptual System or other,

and the one within which we dre operating has a-
unique status for us. . It cannot be studied fronm

a detached point of view because we are not able. o

"tQ detach ourselves. This i1n no way implies that

Weé cannot expand or alter our ,conceptual system,

and it is an «ssential featiure of our concept ‘of
understandingﬂthat we areaégif-to da._so. However,

We cannot také ap external viéwpoint on our erntire
conceptual systen in order to determine what dir-

ection these changes should take. A moment's re-
fléction‘sgpuld make this point appear incentro- N
vertible. The importance: of this factor s not N
readily apparent, but is not to be'negLected, for ‘

. 0 . . S
InV”TheiWorld’Well.Los%”?(cf%fAEA‘s&mpOSium on
The Possibility of Alternative €oncertual Frame-
works, Decembeér 29, 1972y, Rorty attefipts: to-prove
that there cannot be an alternate-cénceptual
framework. WYis argument, however, relies on the
assumption that conceptual frameworks are-total, .
nonfoVerlapping systems. - ‘This assumption is un-
warranted. ' - L S : :



15.

16.

18.

19.

20.

21.
22.

UPS, p. 29. . S

It is best to leave open the question.gof whether P
Oor not the concepts in the area of ovérlap are . S

~the 'same concepts' in each system. » - v

This presupposes that there are "things" indepen- ;
dent of any conceptual system, having definable
characteristié®s and identifiable independent of

our conceptual apparatus. As we kiye claimed
previously, this assumption is gratuitous. -

b

Gamow., G.,AOne, Two,'Three..,.Infinity,-(pass}m).,
New York, Viking Press, 1964. e

It is facile to assume that 'covering ‘the same
ground’ or "working in the same way'" mean the same
thing in different conceptual systems. : Fortunatelv,
nothing serious is lost by refusing to assume this;
overlap between conceptual systems will be seen as

an asymmetrical relation.: However, since our ini-

*°~1 bosition vis-a-vis the Hottentot conceptual -

=, em. (e.g.) ‘is asymmetrical, this. is merely angy,

anp. opriate reflection of this state of jaffairs.”™

I 'eck,‘M., TNééning and Action,'" The Philosaphy .
of Science, (Edited by P. H. Nidditcl e p. 97.

Wi~ 'S primary orientation is toward understanding.

di: zrent cultures ,and societies. -To the extent

2@ members of a particular cdlture or sogiety
£har : the same conceptual system, his project will
depr 1d upon understanding their conceptual system.
Con. 2ptual systems need not be individuated on
tlicse bases, and thus the problem of understanding -
‘ilferent conceptual systems is.more fundamental.

will be useful;wnevertheless,'tojdete mine the
‘port of Winch's theory to this wider problem.

~ general methodology must be equally applicable B

to all possible conceptual systems. This is not ' .

to .deny the value of methodologies which Rave. ap-
plication to a .great number of actual cases, insofar = {
as they are regarded as heuristic devices.

>~

ThisiilluStrates the form/content ‘distinction with

‘Tespect to concepts. Intelligibility is a formal

constant of al tonceptual sSystems, but the content

of this.;oncep. will be unique in each system.

4

e S | N
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24,

25,

26.
27.

28.
29,

" 30.

31,

32

33.

34,

‘Ibid,

UPS, p. 29-30. :

What 1t is for somethlng to have a point -may be
elaborated teleologically. In this case, 1its -
range of appllcatlon is wider than Winch implies,
for it is proper¥ to describe actions as having a
point whether orx not they conform to the riiles or
conventions of a form of life; all that is re- :
qulred is that they be seen by the agent to relate

“to the advancement toward some desited goal..

UPS., p. 36.
Winch uses™the term ‘1imifing concept' to indicdte
a concept which gives shape to our understandlng of .
our concept of human life.

B 7.8
UPS, p. 38. .
— F . g
UPS, p. 42.

1]

Vico substitutes "religion" for birth" in his trio
of universal principles. (Vico, G., The New Science,

tr. Fisch, et al. Ithaca: Cornall U Press, 1958.)

UPS, v.’p.‘ 37. . o ’ .‘ . Lo ' »‘

I take Winch's notion of central concepts to be:
those concepts in a .system in terms of which most

activities and practiges may be“explalned or appear.

to make sensae when re{éted in a partlcular way.

For example if we were to come«upon a trlbe whose
form of life was totally alien to us, it might be-
useful to assume that the concegﬁs,“blﬁth” "death"
and '"'sexual, relations'" held a central place in

‘their conceptual system, and attempt to undeftstand

thelr activities bv relatlno them to these concepts.
However, other plau51b1e assumptions might work

'vequally well for thls HUrpose.

"Identifying the Domlnant Conceptual Categoric s in
. a Language,” Language and Culture, edltki

H. Hoijer, (Chlcaoo, University of Chicago
Press., 1963) ‘ g

i

- .
-~ N . -
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35.

"36.

37..

- 38.

40.

41,

B 42 .

43.

44.

'solidity!, ‘was explained as a means of scarlng

4Smethodo

The extention of our toncept of 'intelligibility'

may be viewed as the adoption of another .concept

of "intelligibility'; however, it is best cor-
sidered as an extentlon because everything whlch

was 'intelligible' in our orfglnal system is still
"intelligible' as well‘-as~what was at first only B
'intelligibleﬁ in,the other syetem '

~

|

It may seem that my value judgment here concedes

the  issue to the Relativist, but this will be

~clarified in Chapter V.

This account may be found in his first three books,
although Turther accou:. s are soon to be published.

Time, March 5, 1973, p. 42. . - SR J

Ibid., p. 46.

For example, in The Center of the'Cyelone, by John \\;e“

Lilly, and Be Here Now, by. Baba. Ram Dass’
(formerly Richard. Alpcrt)
For: examp don Juan's unexpecte@ scream (JOUIHGV
p. 197) which was ‘intended to affect, Castaheda's

away unpleasant ‘spirits.

eJourney to Ixtlan; p. 8.

The phenomenological mode of reporting experience
involves a conscious attempt to descrihe what

appears to be the subject in the most ba51c terms
available while deliberately avoiding interpreta-

“tion. There is danger if it is not realized that

this procedure is framework-bound, that the funda-
mental,terms which are used to- descrlbe phenomena
are ‘basic only with respect to a partlcular con-

"ceptual system.

Don Juan S. contentlon that the world 1tse1f changes

will befpest left until aﬂ§er one has applied the
0gy: (or served aéﬁ ,y&fntlceshlp 51m11ar ‘

to Castaneda S) % Wy




45.
46.
4T

438.

49

50.

51.

52.
53,

54,

o
. : % : R
Castaneda, C., Journey to Ixtlan. New York:.

Simon and Shuster, 1972, p. 21.

.Caétéﬁeda, C., A Separate Reaiigy, New York:
.Simon and Shuster, 1971, pp. 313-4.

- Castafieda, C., Journey to Ixtlan. New York:

‘Simon and Shuster, 1972, pp. 38-0.

Castafleda, C., The Teachings of Don Juan, Los
- Angeles: U. of California Press, 1968,
pp. 129-31. - -

UPS, p. 10.. °

Fo

' Nlelsen ‘agrees with the 1mportance of attalnlng

a part1c1pant s understanding, which the Witt-

' gensteinian Fideist have claimed:

1

”Anthropologlsts for vears have stressed, .and
rlghtly, that. one cannot gain a deep understand—
ing of the distinctive features of a tribe's
culture without a part1c1pant s understanding
of the way of life of that xcultu*e Concepts
cannot be adequatelvy understood apart from a
grasp of their function in the stream of life.
If a man has no experience of rellolon has
never learned God-talk where the 'engine isn't
1d11ng he will not have ‘a Heep understandlng

of rellglon " 4 _—

; B .
(”Wlttoenstelnlan Fideism,"
p. 192)

‘Winch notes, however, that "Evans- Pritchard's
‘account shows that thev do have a fairly clear

worklng distinction between’ the technlcal and

the’ maglcal " (UP% p. - 33.)

UPS, p. 33. - . SR I

The Absolutist would treat\don Juan's - system in
much the same manner, using our categories of
science dnd non-science as well as mythologﬂ,
superstltlon and halluc1natlon

. cit., (2), . 193,

. 82



55.

20,

o)

Thus far we have not ‘explicitly..discussed the
view of conceptual Systems‘which regards -them

as . static, even during our encounters .with other
systems. It is not "enough to merely note that
this is not factuallyfaccuidté;'.what‘is,required
1s ta show that static mpdels'are‘theogetiqally—

It is dangerous,ﬂthough,'to'assumé“that the new -
concepts in our system which we Create to corres-
pond to concepts in another” system are always (or:
even.sometimes) identical fo those concepts. y
.Insteadvye:should'yiew them'as,functionalxequiva;,
lents, having 'at best an ldentical range of appli-
cation and’a similar function.” : L

b

How does an agé@t-uﬂderStand-congept; within his"

own C0n¢eptual'$Y8tem_through7timé?= Because' forms . ..

of life are dynamic,‘the~range.qf application of a
concept and its rolgvin}the_system'normally undergo

. continuous change. “EVentually, we may findhthat'av
T concept  has undergone such a»sweeping‘evOlutipn'thatTJ‘
" the present concept and its dncestor are best re--. -
"garded as different concepts. _.In a trivial sense, -

any two rangess of application which are not strict--
ly co-extensive indicatg;two different concepts.

However, this is a“criterion Withflittle-practicaig;

~value for most concepts. *There,is,no.détermin&te‘

means”for”deciding~at whichﬂpoint the<neW'c0nc¢pt,"”

-Was born; since the evolutionary;proceSSgis'grad#-u

~ual,. any such decision will appear to be arbitrary:.

-Similarly, when our*éntiredsystem;hasfchanged'toga‘ff
'sgéficient‘extent, 1t will be appropriate to regard .
the system itself as different. We may only regard -

them as different systems in ‘a sense_importantly
unlike the sense in,whichaanothericontempOrary R
system is different fronm ours. In the former case,
we can understand oUr?previouS'System*by tracing

- “the evolutionary process,

-However, the évolutidﬁ Of a- conceptual system

cannot account for all‘pOSSiblevkinds’ofgchange.
) . ) V'Y.Y “ . "} £y

. Ty u
" .

83
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When for some reason a conceptual system becomes
unsatisfactory, i.e., 1t cannot account for cer-
tain phenomena which are important to a form of
life, it is subject to a ¢yisis which is not sol-
uble by merely extending the range of application
~l existing concepts, or similar means. - What is -
tequ. 7ed 1s a conceptual ‘revolution which will
restr.cture the critical.domain in such a.manner
a’ '« resolve the tension. This may require¥the
©1on of new conceptual categories,.the inven- °
tion of new epistemological models, etc. -

+

Castafeda, Joufney, pp.-299;300.

There is striking resembiance to. the ‘metaprogram-
matic s‘teps which John Lilly sets out for the. ex-
ploration of "inner space" (The Center of the
Cyclone, pp. 218-9), especially the principle that
& new model must be constructed which includes

-both the current consensus reality and the new.

reality which has been experienced.
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"APPENDIX A

CONCEPTS 1IN DON JUAN'S CONCEPTUAL

- SYSTEM IN CONTEXT OF CASTANEDA'S. WRITINGS

ABANDON- - -
‘See MOOD OF A WARRIOR. .

o ABANDON ONESELF--- - ' ' //~—’/////
. "~ "The spirit is a forte .and as such »» 1t responds '
' only to strength. You cannot indulge in its pres-
énce....You abandoned yourself. “You willed to
’ abandon yourself. That was wrong....At ‘times you
- really have no control and the forces of your
Jdife tdke vou freely...... He maintained that for
a warrior there wds nothlng out of Control "

ABSOLUTE ASSURANCE---" = * - o
See MOOD OF A-WARRIOR.,

ACCESSIBIE——- z T o
He had used the Spanlsh 1d10ms "ponerse al aleance
and ”ponerse en el camino," to put oneself within
reach....in the middle of a trafflcked way. "To -
‘worry is to become accessible unwzttlncly acces-
S sible."2 g warrior is hever'avallabie never
is he standlnn -on the road waltlng to. ‘be clobbered nd

,;_ ;

ACTION——- ‘ ' ' ‘ S

_He said that the only thlng that counted was action’

acting ‘instead of talkingd...:"let each one of 'your

acts be your last battle on earth. Only under those
Cconditions will your acts have thelrfvlghtful power n6

AGREEMENT FROM THE WORLD---
"A mag can get agreement from everythlng around
- him." -+""What- you saw was not an -agreement-
from the world. .Crows "’ :Aylno or cawing are never
an agreement That was an omen'”8“ _ -

AID-\—— \ . 9 e
M. .an ally is the 1nd1>pen51b1e aid to know1ng '
"Power plants are only an a1d 10 -

|

R :7‘}"51,' 88
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ALLY- - -

~

~at will and make him do anything. you want.''l

they're pretending to be. =Every;hing hag its own -
- way of being when.you'see...bgt the alli€s can be- \

o R
(Also: The Ally Carrying a Man Outside Himself;
The Ally Furthering A Man's Knowledge; The Ally
Advising A Man4 The Ally Giving Strength; The
Ally' Guiding a Man's Acts.) (Cf. LITTLE SMOKE.) -

"An ally is a power a gan can bring-into his life
to-he > him, advise him, and giyelhimhthe‘strength
necessary to perform acts, whether big or small,
right or wrong. "This ally 1s necessary to enhance. .
a man's life, guide his acts and further'his know-
ledge." "An -ally will ma&ke you see.and understand .
things dbout which no. human being could possibly -,
enlighten you." "An ally ‘is--a.power capable of

carrying a man beyond the boundaries of himself. L/~’

This is how an ally can reveal matters no human
being could."1l "The afiy i1s not in the smoke...-
The smoke takes you to where the ally is, and when
you become one with-the ally you don't ever have .to
smoke dgain. Froem then on you can summon your-ally:

s i

e

.- -YOU cannot see an dlly. The adl¥es .take dif- .
ferent forms. They look just-like dogs; birds ~even
tumbleweeds, or anything else.” The only difference
is that when wou see them they look just /like what

seen only in the form they are portraying."13 1o ‘
meet with an ally® a man must be a spotless warrior

or the ally may turn against him ‘dnd destroy him.”l4'ff

2

h N '
- THE ALLY GIVING POWER--- SRS P U '
., See SPIRIT. -~ - . . R
. THE ALLY REMOVING ONE'S BODY--- - e
: See LITTLE’SMOKE. 3 VI
CAPPRENTRCE--- - a N
w'Mescalito actually played with you. That!..was j/———
an;indication,@pmen]..lHé means you were the “'cho-
‘sen man! [escogidb]...;.Thére”are some seprets./f;'”
I"won't be able to reveal to anyone unless'. T i}nd‘ ,
my chosen man:...I've made up my wind and I .am/ going. "
to teach you the secrets that make-up -the lot’of a
man of knowledge.'15 . B =R '
. B " B K&
" BATTLE-- -

1

»

See BATTLE OF POWER, PIERCING A stcERERj WARRIORQ. A

+89
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BATTLE OF POWER:-., . , S "\bl- |
-~ »-"You had- d4n encounter ~with p wer. " The fog, the
+ darkness, the Tightning, The- thunder and the rain ‘
- .~ were all part of a great battle of power. You had )
<o ‘the 1uck“of’a'fo¢l.‘vA warrior woiild give anything '
: to have such a battle."16 . e

. S , ‘ %

N

. <
i, BECOMING ACCESSIBLE .TO POWER- - - _ .
- "See POWER. , " o N 3
' s Lo R ot ' s
BECOMLNGTONE'WITH_THE ALLY--- - e
e ‘ Sée-éL@Y,wLITTLE SMOKE. - : o v
~ BECOMING A MAN OF kNoWLEDGE.-- © K
¢ r®See MAN'OF KNOWLEDGE, v ‘% _ S
 BEING-“IN yERFECT BALANCE WITH EVERYTHING:-- _ X
. See HUNTER, TRICK. . . ;
. BENEFACTOR..-17 S e _ L . N
o "The art of a benefactor 1s to take Us to the brink. ‘
" . A benefactor can-only point the way and trick."1l8
. Lo ‘ _ - ’ R . e
‘ BODX-A'-"—“’ :
. See LEARNING, NOT-DOING. " |
~ BRING ABOUT THE WORL OF - SORCERERS--- - | o
Y. .~ See RING OF POWERN, . o | S
BRUJO--- . . | T ow L
. The Spanish word brujo means, in~Eng1ish,.medicine
- man, curer, witch,-sorcerer. It connotes . essen-
tially a person who~has;extraqrdinary, ard usually “
“.. evil,powers,19 . 70 oY Ay
. CHANGES-:: . _ e e
- ".‘?(3'senses):"The change I'm talking about never takes x

o . place by degrees; -it;happénSBSuddehly, And you are.
not preparing,yourgelf for that sudden act that will ~
. bring 3 total ‘change."2U "1 gonty know. what to o
- change or why t&féhangeganythingain'mY'fellmw man...
" I'm not trying to change you. It may happen that '
one day_you«méy'bgcome a'man'of,kﬂowledge.,.;but
that will dot_change'you. Some' day perhaps you'll

be able to see mep-ﬁnﬁanother‘modeiandvthen you'll

them." L -
o Lo . e ’
CHOOSING\AN‘APPRENTICE—-— N T T T T
. .See APPRENTICE. R e

L
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CLARITY- - -. - ' S S

_ See FOUR\WATURAL ENEMIES.' - o v
COLOR- - - . - , »

' "...the colors I had seen in association with each

specific spot had the same overall effect either -
of giving strength or curtailing,itfﬁza

CONTROL- >~ | o |
' See CONTROLLED FOLLY, MOOD OF A WARRIOR.

CONTROLLED FOLLY--- , _ ,
"It's possible to insist, to properly.insist, even .
though we knew that what we're doing is useless... -
_ But we must know first that our acts are useless . C o
- . . and yet we must proceed as if we didn't know it. >
- That's a sorcerer's controlled folly."Z "Because v
I have tempered my will throughout my 1ife until - -
‘ _ it"s"neat and wholeso@g and now it doesn't mattdr )
. to me that nothing matiters. My will ‘controls the
folly of my 1ife'.?24 My Taughter, as well as )
everything I do, is'real...but it is also controlled °

' folly becav-~ it is useless; it changes nothing and-
yet'I stil > it."25 ™. .a man who sees controls
his folly, wnile his fellow man can't.™ 26 - o

| B ‘ I T .
~OURAGE- - - | | ST

'""Men of courage are- dependable men, noble men peren-
1ally surrounded by people who flock around them and
admire them; vyet very few men of courage have will.
Usually  they are fearless men who are given to per- = . -
forming‘daring common-sense acts; - most ,of the “time =
a Courageous man is also fearsome and feared. Will,

.~ on the, other -hand, has to do with astonishing feats

s+, -that defy our common sense."

CREATING HOWER OBJECTS--- - -
* See POWER OBJECTS.

CROW--- o E .
., -~ See AGREEMENT ‘FROM THE WORLD, EMISSARIES, BLACE. -
OF POWER. : ]

. ~
. . P
_DEATH- - - : - : o . T .
""Deafh is our eternal companion...always to our left
- at an arm's length."28, "Death is not like 'a person.
It is rather a presence....the ‘manmer \in which a
warrior sees his-death is a personal m ter." 29
.""Death-enters_through the belly...through the gap S
of the will."30 "The. thing to do when you're im- .. RN



t

e . o : 5 .
patient....is to fprn to your left and ask advice
from your death." "Death is stalking me. There-
fore I have no room for doubts or remorSé...oqu
time for decisions....In a world where death is_the

" hunter there are no small or big glecisions. There
are only decisions.that we make in the face of our
inevitable death.%32 "Death is always waiting,...
thus ta venture into’ the unknown without powey is
stupid. One will only' find death.'3% .'It does not
take much_to die, and to seek death ' is to seek
nothing."34 n1 don't understand why these people

[Tibetan Book of the Dead] talk about death as if
death were 1ike 1ife."35 ‘ L

——d

DECISTION--- l
See DEATH.
DETACHMENT--- - S L
"...the next.thing one needs to be @ warrior is
~detachment. The idea of imminent death, .instead
. of becoming an obsession, becomés an' indifference :
- ....0nly the idea of death makes a man suf;f:',ic:_,i’éntly_1
~detached he is incapable of abandoning himself
to afything....so he can't deny himself anything...
A detached man;.who knows: he ‘has no possibility of
.~ fencing off his death, has only one thing ‘to back
~.~himself with: the power of his d€cisions."36 .
o ' L . : / , -
DETECT MESSAGES- - - e .
' See HOLES [IN SOUND].. S o

DEVIL'S WEED--- - R , - L
""The devil's weed was myfggnefactor's ally....To?
tame the devil's weed into an ally is éne -of.the -
mdst difficult tasks I know."37 i'The weed is used
enly for pOWer.“?ﬁ "When one arrives 'to a depth .
of four yards:..one finds the seat of permanent -
power, power without end."39 - g T .
DfABLERO--- . : I : g
?"....diablero is a- term used only by  the Sonoran
Indians. "It refers to an evil person who practices
black sorcery and is capable of transforming him-, . -
self intovan animal---axbird, a dog, -a-coyote, or
any other creature....A diablero, they say, is a o
- -brujo who changes into any: form he wants to ‘adopt.'40
DIRECTION-- - ' - SRR | o
... your death will point’ to the south. To the-
~'vastness.'" 417 o 14 regain my strength I had to
lie with my head towards the east."42 “"If.the :

92 ¥
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-DOIN,

- moves -away from you (north), the sorcery will

lizard-moves'toward you (south), }ou cannot ex-
pectvmpre'than'érdinary good luck; ‘but if she
be terribly difficult. You may even die!" 43
NING- - - | |

See MOVING. . oo

CG'-._- . N ‘ 5 s ’
“" "Doing is what makes that rock a rock.,and thate

bush a bush. Doin is what makes you yourself

-and me myself....That rock. is. a rock because of

*  DREAMING---

" lead to power; .and then he can manipulate thém-andw

all the things you know' how to. do'. to it.. .. call

‘that doing.....The world is the world because you\\\\;

know the %*doin involved 'in making it so.../.If you

didn't4§now 1ts doing, the world would ‘be differ- =~

ent."

o

'”Dreaming is real for a warrior because 'in it he

can -act élibefately;lhe can‘choqsgnand;ieject, he -

can select from.a varigty of items ‘those which-

-use them, while in an ordinary .dream he cannot act

- deliberately.'"45 ".:.to»'setvup dreaming! meant

- EMIS

to have a concise and pragmatic control over the
.general situation of a dream, cbmparable to. the
control one has: :over any‘: choice in the degert..c

between: what you do when you sleep and what you do

when you are not sieeping."46 T...dreaming:i?_thei

-not-doing of,dregmst.;”4 R
SARIES-:- = . -

on thg-crqws”willjtell;yQU'with‘their flight -
every turn of -your fate,"48 [The last emissaries
Will come at the same time of day in the same dir-

"...they arc thé emissaries of your fate...Erom nowe
ciynare.

ecCticun as ; dication,phat your time.is up: )

ENGAGE A WORTHY OPFON, iT-- -

" EXPL

See WORTHY OPPONENT. = . - . o

ANATTON- - -

hat counted was action, actinyg, instead of talking.

I
i

?u..explanations;were not necessary....the only thin

RN

-Dreaming is real when one has succeeded in bringing = - -
~everything into- focus. Then there is no difference,

fo

- "You hawve an insidious tendency. . You persist in Bryé
. ing to explain everything to'yqur'satisfaction.ﬁs

!" .
o
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" FEELING---
B

CPLYING--- A

FEARS - -

o

FINDING ‘A SPOT- - .
' See. FEELING, SPOT.;

‘“hsgry in your case.">51 "You insist on ¢xplaining’

~fly...The trouble with you .is ,that you understand -

B P, o N
, = . . -

"....4;2“indulgewyburséif in’ trying to explain .
everything, Explanations are no longer neces-

everything as”if the whole world were composed of
things that can be explained...only a few things .
- in this world can be explaine’ your way...A phoneyg:s
sorcerer tries to explain everything in the world s

’,

with explanationg he-is not sure about...and so. ¥ ‘&

everything is witchcraft..,You also - want to.explain

everythingﬁyourfway*Bﬁtfyou'ré not. sure of your \ S

explanations either.'52 ""There arescertain things - e

I just know....I can't teéll you how' though."53 = .
. T o S S

See MOOD OF A" WARRIOR, foUR,NATURAL»ENEMIES,

(Also: - Feeling The Lines of ther World, Féelhng

the Wérld) ‘See. LINES OF THE WORLD. - i o

The, general pattern was that I had to "feel' all

the possible spots 'that were accessible to me .. R

until I could-determine without a doubt which was

the right one.54 "...the exercise of s-not-doing. ..

would help anynne feel a line that came oyt from

‘the moving hand, .a line that one could place ar

cast wherever one wanted to..:;fouucan’feel them. SN

‘The most difficult part. about’ the warrior's way BN

is to realize “that the world is a feeling. When ) '

one 'is ot-doing, one is fe&ling the world,. and’ S

“one feels the world through its lines."ssy o ‘ -

Q";

o R ‘ t
" o .

. "The 'segond portiqn.of,tﬁe devil's Q@edvis used to

things only in one way. You don't think a man.
flies;.wand;yet.a'brujo can move a thousand‘miles I
iIn one second to see what is going on. He.can T
dxliver aiblow~t0wﬁis~enemies“long"digfance§”aﬁay._

-”'So, does he or doesn't he fly?m56"

© FIBERS- (OF LIGHT)--- . = .

“"Men 1

look d¥fferent when yod’éee. The little smoke
will help you to see men as fTEErs’Qf'light...FiberSz
like/White‘cobwebETT.Very fine threats that circu-
late from the head to the naval. Thus a man looks
like an egg of - circulating fibers. His arms and
1eg5faretliké_lumiﬁousbbristles,_bursting3OUf in.

o .
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all directions. every man Is in touch with every-

thing elSe; not through ‘his hands, though, but
through a bunch of long. fibers that shoot out' from

the center of his abdomen. Those fibers Jo;n -a man
- to. his. surroundlngs they. keep his balance; they
- glve ‘him stablllty .a man'is a luminous egg4”5

'FOLLOWING THE RULE--- e T
~See RULE ‘ T L o ‘
FORQE---- . : Lo
- "The sp1r1t is a force...">58 "He descrlbed w111 -as

GAP---

~a~%force...What a sorcerer calls force comes from -
“within and attaches itself to the world out there ”59

'_FORCES GUIDING MEN'S LIVES-~— N e i'"

See HUNTER S R B
- ) . . . 0 \_ e; ’ '
"There is- a gap in us...this gap opens a§\one de—

Velops one's will.'60 '“Death enters through the“
belly...Right ‘through the -gap of the will."61

"Your w111 15 already'openlng your gap, little by

llttle n62

-

.

GETTING INTO THE OTHFR WORLD---

See OTHER:WORLD. - 1{“l§_ LT

GRABBING ONTO. SOMETHING WITH ONE'S WILL-—-

See PERCEIVING THE WORLD— WILL

GREEN FOG- - -

1 with the aid of the llttle

[One percelves thls ‘aSe oneggazes into the water
smoke, as. it is un- =~
aV01dably there \glke the guardlan ]

GUARDJAN- - -

O f gourse it'was'real It -caused you paln didn't

St "If you want to see you-must overcome the

guardlan "64” vyou cannot t will the guardian to dis-~

appear.  Your will can stop it from harming you
though’ .You can actually go past the guardlan and
: there's nothing that it can do."65 "That's one
way ‘a brujo gets to see...You could see without .

. ..1t [smoking sthe mlxture] .If you try to see the _
' guardlan without- the aid of the smoke, chances are

you may ‘delay - in getting out of its way .the guar-
dian is not somethlng you can fool around with."00
You never really saw the guardian...It doesn't

' ‘qmatter whet/er you llke or dlSllke the gu%rdlan

- ’ ‘A
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As long as you.have a fee@ﬁhg.towarﬁ-;t.thgyupar-
dian will remain the sames..If you have po F€elinp

- toward it...the guardian'will become nothing and

- g Will still be there in front of you,ﬁQasj]dngé%; o

: it-was something Jou knewgyouﬂdid-ndﬁiseégiri?
HANDLE---= 0 . ot e
See 'SPIRIT, UNDERSTANDING@ T

<

HAVING FEELINGS TOWARD THE GUARBIAN--. . T
. See GUARDIAN. ° . L T T
HELPER-:- . - | AR

Moo.a hélpef s the aid of;a diiblero. . Awhei.giﬁf

_is .a spirit that lives on the other side of t¥e# o

world, and helps a diablero’cause .sickness and *- .
- pain. &It helps him to kill.'*68 L e

. HOLES (IN SOUND)--- . - ST .
' . 'l could not count all the whistle% of birds. or
‘ - buzzings of insects, yet I was' convinced I was |
listening o each separate sound vas it was pro-
duced. -Together they created a most .extraordi
.~ order. I cannot’sall/ it any other thing but
/" ‘'order'. It was an order of sounds that had a
pat%ern; that is,,gﬁery‘sound'happened'in sequence.

N
]
N
Fl

, he .pattern of nQises had spaces in between the
/’ ;ﬁ 1ds.«.§h¢-t1miqg'of each sound was a.unit in -
S g i€ oveTall pattern of sound. Thus the:.spacegs or
7 ’-'\::EQM 1 . s . - '
/ o mbﬁ)

Pduses i ween sounds were...holes in a struc-' .-
ture.09 T T B DR

L .
- HUNTER---, AR ,

" - (Also lunting, Hunting Power.) ' : o
['SegﬁﬁLACEVOE PREDTLECTION; POWER, STOPP.NG THE
CCOWORED.T e T | o C :

© "Torbe a.hunter means that one knows a great deal...
Lt.means ‘that one can see the world in different:
ﬁ‘“‘”.iﬁlnydﬁderLtd be a hunter one must be ‘in per-.

fice.with-everythingelse...A hunter leaves

1ttle touchapce...Hunters must be exceptional-
ht Yindividuals."70 "A hunter.must live as a

N oTdgr to draw the most out of his lifo..»
tel* . must know. that there.are powers on this
*h;th&t;g%ide men and animals and everything that

e

N .
Y, ‘

ESSIBLE- -~

""\x;l . . L,

. INACC L s T -
e @ hunter is to become inaccessible..
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To 'be unavailable means that you deliberately .
avoid exhausting yourself and others...to be
inaccessible doesn't-mean . to hide or:to be se-
Cretive...It doesn't mean that you cannot deal”
with people either...A hunter deals‘intimately
with his world and yet, he is ‘inaccessible -to
that same world....He is inaccessible’because
he's not squeezing his world out of shape. He
taps it lightly, stays' for as long as h¢ needs
to, and then swiftly moves away leaving hardly
. . a mark.'"’/ o B
= INDICATION-- - . e . ,

See OMEN. : : o C
"Mescalito actually played with you. That baffled
me, because it was an indication [omen]."73 ™What
you saw Was..fan_omen!..ZA‘Very'important indica- .
tion about yo%.ﬂ74 B -

INDULGENCE- - - , ’ L £ :
"The indulgence of denying [yourself] is by far
the worst; it forces us to believe we are- doing
great things when in effect we are only fixed
within ourselves."’5 "Tg he a hermit is an in-

. dulgence..."70. "There are no diseases...only in-
- dulging. And you indulge yourself in trYing.to-.
explain everything,”77 ~"Carlos is indulging. in
his confusion.”"78 ' S coe
|35 ’ '

INSTRUMENT - - - o . | N
"....maiz-pinto is merely an instrument, not- an

- ally....Maiz-pinto, crystals, and feathers are
mere toys.in comparison with an ally."79 . -

KEEPER--- = = " D
 -See OTHER WORLD.

B . S .
~ KEY JOINT--- . SRR B : .
o .- "Sorcery is to apply one's will to.d" key joint...

D I mean your car is the spark plugs. That's 4

w0 . key joint for me. Ican -apply my will to it and

’ v your car won'guwork.”SQ.- B ‘ '

. KNOWLEDGE--- L
7/ See LEARNING.

© LEARNING--- R .
. . (Also: Learning How To Become a Crow.) , '
e See. CROW: LEARNING HOW TO.MOVE, MOVING, LEARNING
S HOW-TO SEE, 'SEEING. o . o g
2t o "There is only one way to learn, and that way is

SN el to getr down to business. To only talk about power

Vo
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1 3ss.  If you want to know what power is, -
. - w nt to store’'it, you must tackle
Cla 1 ycarself.n81 "...learning thtough con-
versea ~as not only a waste, but stupidity,
iect s earr .ng was the most difficult task .a
man Ld unc 2rtake...the limits of -his learning
" are :ter - a.d by his own'nature...certain kinds *.
of © " lgc were too powerful for the strength I

d 7o talk about them would only bring harm
. iatter how frighteming learning is, it
o rible to think of a man without an- ally, _

0" wit o _ knowledge...knowledge was dindeed power."82
MMar 17 ¢s only to 1ea€ﬁf\‘ﬁgd if.he learns it is
bre e that is the nature of his lot, for good bor

bad."83 "Our lot as mew is to learn and one goe
to knowledge as one goes to war."84 "We are men
and our lot is te learn and to be hurled into in- '
conceivable new worlds."85 " . .you will learn in-
'spite of yourself; that's the rule."80. "...your
body has learned certain things, even against your
desire...your bodg now needs to come back to me
and lcarn more."8 "Learning is never what one
* expects. Every step of learning is a new task...
. I ,
. LINES OF THE WORLD--- o N I
" "Whenever your hand remains warm you can actually
- " feel the lines of the world with it+..there weré
infinite numbers of 1lines thati'joined us to things
...he was trying to make me feel .the lines of the:
-world with his eyqs.”gg,‘”The,Sun was almost over
the horizon. I was looking directly into it ani.
then I saw the 'lines of the world." I actually
perceived the most extraordinary profusion of flu-
orescent white lines which criss-crossed everything
around me." S . o

LITTLE SMOKE--- | R - S
~ "...because the Smoke is my ally I don't need. to .
smoke anymore. I can ca'’ him anytime, anyplace... .
I mean I go to him freely. -1 "My ally is the
little smoke, but that dc-s 1ot mean that my ally’
- is in the smoking mixture, cr.in the mushrooms,
~.or in my pipe. They all have to. be put together
to get me to the ally, and that 'ally ] ¢all littte
smoke for reasons of my own,..The ally is not in
the smoke...The smoke takes yyou to where the ally -
is, ‘and when you becoime oneﬁ%ﬁth the ally you don't
>ever have to smoke again. From then on you can

0}

summon your ally at will and make .him do "anything . .

you want."92  "The little smoke removes -the body

‘and one is free...with the aid of the .little smoke

one canncdt be stopped or 1oqked'in.ﬁ9

~

188 - b
AR



| s
LIZARD--- = o .
See DIRECTION.: T , !

MAKING SOMEONE SOLID--- : - . = | B
‘ See SOLID. S o ‘

MAKING. A SPIRIT CATCHER=-- |

- See SPIRIT CATCHER. |

| ! . .
'MAN OF KNOWLEDGE- - - | - _ 4
‘ "A man of‘knowledge-is one who has followed truath-

- fully the hardships of learning...one who has,
-.withgut rushing or ﬁaltering, gone as far as e

four of them....To be a man of knowledge has no
Permanence. Onpe is never-a man of knowledge, not-
;really.'"Rather, one becomes a man of knowledge
for a very brief instant, after dpfeating the four
nNatural enemies."94" "...only a ecrackpot would
undertake the task of ‘becomin A man of knowledge
of his own' accord. A sober—headed-mén'has to be
~tricked into doing it."95 "...a man of knowledge
lives by acting, not by thinking about deting, nor
by ‘thinking about what he .will think  when he has
finished acting. A man of knowledge chooses a. . o
- Path, with heart and follows it; ' and then he looks .-
- and-rejoices and laughs; * and then he sees and _
knows. 'He knows that'his 1ife will .be"over all too
Soon;. he knows that he , as .well as everybody else, .-
1S not going anywhere ; he knows, becaussg he sees,.
that .nathing is,more-impOrtant,t%an_anything'eIse.
In other words, a man of knowledge has no honor,
‘no dignity, no family, no mame, no country, but
only life.to be lived, and,undei;these’pircumstanjf"
- €es his only tie to his fellow men is his con- '
Mo 11y .96 "In Grder to becgme a man of -
one must be a warrior..."97 'Agyiwarrior,
¢ a man of knowledge...a wafrigr is an

rehunter that hunts power. "It he succeeds -

D

9nting he can be a man of knowledge."98
a3 . - S o

3

T : PR S, o ¢«
MEETING WITH AN ALLY--- e ¢
~ See ALLY, WARRIOR. ° e ,

- MESCALITO--- =~ ° . L L
"It was not a dog!...This is the only way to under-

- Stand”it. It's the only way! It was 'he' who -
played with~you.;,.Mescalito actually playedfwith

S



" MOVING--- - o SUNETEE
: "..;ngrujo can move a thousand miles in one second -
" to s¥e

. T S B

you...it was an indication...Mescdlito pointed¥you |

out to me and by doing that he told me you were the
chosen man."99 "He fs just i protector and a teach:

er. He is a power....ndt the same foy everybody.w - _
There are no common forms...He appears in any form - B

* “To- those who know.him only a little, but to those

..ness required that you had to hold on to yourself -

~who know him well, he "is always constant...He ap-

‘pears,...as a man, like us, or as a light."100:
"At that’moment I felt a great surge of wisdom

~engulfing me. A conjecture I,had played. with for - y

‘three years turned then into a certainty...whatever = =,
'is centained in the cactus LopMophora williamsii '

had nothing to da'withxqi'in orderyto exist as. an

entity; it exi§§8g by Itself olt there, at large.

I knew it then.™iV2 = - L '

1

OF A WARRIOR--- | o -
"The little crow pointed out that specific spot to
me, and at that spot I saw the opportunity of making-

—_—

- you understand how one acts while obne is in the -
. mood of a warrior...Everything‘you did last night -

was done in @ proper mood...You had a degree of
abandon, ‘and 4t the same time you had a degree of
control over yourself...To climb that wall jn dark-

and let 'go of yourself at the same time. That*s c
what I call the mood.of a warrior...You can spur S
yourself. beyond your limits if you are in the proper 4 =
mood. A warrior makes his own moad...It's ‘conven-- '
ient to-always act in such- a mood-...It cuts through L
the crap and leaves .one purified...One needs the . A

el

. mood of a’'warrior in every'single act...To achieve

- is a revolution.'"! , A~
“he goes to war, wide awake, with fear, with respect, - .« .~

¢

‘the mood of: a warr&gr i1s not a simple matter. It ,'!nzifistf
© "A man goes- to ‘knowledge as ... & -

and with absolute assurance."104 "...the nature of .
one's acts was unimportant as long as one acted as .
a warrior."105  nrphe hardest thing in the world is _ ‘- °
to assume the mood of a‘Warrio?."ioﬁ, : : SR

what' is going on."107 . ..don Juan ordered:
me to return to the fog and asked me to pay strict .
attention fto- his voice becaﬁselhe'wasugoing to guide
I saw -the bubbles I should board'onevOf‘them:and'lqt
‘it carry me."108 .nyoy gig very well...Today yvou i’
learned that a brujo uses the ‘water to MO V& f HEC
really learned how to move using the waters: b
had learned that a brujo  could do that, and’ tHELD -

,me so I could learn how to move; " he said that once
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NAMES

'
#

vy

had deliberately told me.to 1ook at the ban%;of -
the stream-so I could check my-movement;"lg ’
"...there were other names for the devil's weed, .
but they we e not’to. be used} because the calling

. of a name wa a serious.matter, especially if one

.Treserved to‘'beé used

is learning-_@ tame\an ally power...names were .
Xe only whén one was calling for, -

“Help, in moments of great stress and need, and. ..

. NATURA{)ENEMIES--Q o ,

v

o,
2.
0]

Bl

101

such moments, happen sooner or.later in the iife- NS

of whoever seeks knowledge."110- vy .
, eF Sec , ;. e

— o . 'f A
"Fear! . A terrible enemy-*—treéthefous, and di.fi-
cult to overcome...He must be fully ‘afraid, and yet
e must not stop. That is the rule!....It happens

- little by little, and yet .the fear ‘is vanquished

‘at a position where nothing can harm him any more. ..
It will be true power...Power! -Power is the streng-
es’t of all enemies.v.He commands ; he begins by -

7
3

-

“never

~held in check...and, /almost ithout #4rning he willy

[

“-my. - That moment of CIarity,mpower,.and“anWledge

NOT-D

- able o0 defecat completely,” but only fight away. ..

suddenly and fast«. -he has acqufred clarity---a:
clarity of mind which erdses fear...Clagity! That

clarity '6f mind, which -is so hard to obtain, .dis-

pels fear, buq also blinds...It forces the. man to - w
never doubt himself...he must defy his ‘clarity and
use it only to see, and wait patiepntly and measure

carefully bBefore taking new steps;...he will drrive

tﬁg‘ng calculated risks, and ends in making rules, .
be“é"éu ‘e he is’ master.. .He has come to Tealize t}‘
power.\he has seemingly-coqﬁUered 1s-in reality

without control over himsg f are worse than a f
mistake, he will|reach a §01‘t where everything jis

come_upon fthe last of hif.enemjes: 01d age! . This
enemy i, the crdelest of all, the one he won't-be

But 7 a man si-ughs off his tiredness and lives
his Zate through, he can then be called.a man of

knowl=dge, if only for the brief mpment - when he -

succeeds "in fighting.off his last, invincible ené- -
is “enough."111
OING--- - :

"...to not do Whatli‘knew how to doiwas‘thé key
to power."112 1 4n ooing to tell +ou about some-

‘thing that .is very simple but very di ficult to.

perform; I am going to' talk to y®u abput not-doing,
in spite of.the.fact'thatﬁthere{is_no‘wgy’fbktalE

-

is...If he can see.\that clarity aand poweri/%‘ﬁja

¥
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. ",, :

.Not- doin 1s so d1£f1cu1t and s.0- powerful that -
. you should not meﬁtlon it. unt11 you have stopped
.the world,.."113 + vA warrior always tries to

fabout it becauSe it is the body that does it. I8

affect “the force of doin by changlng it into.not- o

~doin hﬂllf~ ”Not doing 1S’ very simpl¥ but very.
diff

P icult....Tt 1is not a %ttegﬁof‘understandlng
it but of masterlng it. vl “Bhadows afre ‘like

. not-doing. .. A warrior applies not- d01ng to every-

doors the doors of not-doing." ‘“Everythlng
I have ta ght you so-far has y¥Een an agpect of

-

thing:in the ‘world.%.You must\let your own body

-

drScover the power and the feellng of npt-doing. "117

wOMEN---’ | B o -

—

stupid.as I wanted. n118,

- OPENING DNE'S GAP<-- & - {_] N
. » See GAP . _'..’ O e , .' 2

»? what we Were dping “was ‘not 'a test, that we -
were waiting for.an omen, and"4f. the" omen did not,
“eme ‘the conclusion would be that I had rot suc-
ceeded in huntlng power, in'which case I.would be
“free from any further, 1mp051t10n, free to be as

‘ /’

: Py 1 : P
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’OTHER WORLD---  ° - . e ’ | o

o

OVERCOMING THE GUARDIAN---*;»'*~“" ’
“ 7 see GUARDIAN S

"The partlcular th1ng to learn is. how to get to the
crack between the worlds and how. to entenkthe other
world. There is_a. crack between the two worlds,

the world of d1a%le s and “the world of l1v1ng men
There is-a place where the two worlds overlap. The

crack is there."119  "You'il-have to smoke my mix-

ture...Then .the ‘keeper. of the other world will:

-come... It guards the. other world...It's not the

.world of the dead the world . oi anythlng It's

L

just another world. There g no use telling you about

it.  See it for yourself nl "Each of these six

under§tand1ng .are two WOrlds for- you _"121
. 'y ._TE,.“

PATH OF KNOWLEDGE—--‘ o BRI

~.around you.

"The rodd of knowledge and power is  very. d1ff1cu1t=“

and very 1on%2N422 "Seek and see the marvels all «~

'Far the . same Yeason vyou did. I didn't like it. ®

'"Whyy did you come back?' 'For the' same 'reason you _
have come back {ourself because there is no other

way Tto live. ' ‘"Omly as .a. 'warrior can one sur- .
he path of kno '

vive
wary
the WOnder of’ belng a.man."

wledge.. -Because the art of a

R

“remaining points’ is a world, just like- feellng € d .

or is to balance the. tergor of being a man with

3 "'Why did you st: -away, don Juan7';@

Lot
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" consistent ch

. that a path h
‘he experience

- 'PATIE

"PERCE

‘prehendin

“not lik® hearing.
we. héar it,

»

Y thing.

‘heart.
challenge for me

_ly.”l

( .

WITH'HEA;;?M— |
YAnything is one of a

entre cantidades *de ¢

v

i

R4

‘ r‘i_ifv =

million paths.. [un camino
aminos]...Therefore

you must 4%

diways Keep In mind hat
if Jyou feel you shoui

stay with it under an

time

S as you-think
anc yourself -alone,
have a heart? A1l paths
..but one h
Oné
"Before you embark
this path have a h
will

;..Angg

-on- it
eart?
ow 1t, and then

enjoyable.. You 'h
dogs not ‘make you w
man who only traverses
To@ay I am neit
For me there is’ only the
that have a heart,

And theré
28 .

chooses to fo

re

a warrior different' from

its length.
his shields .a

NCE- - - S g
See sWARRIOR. B
; l

IVING THE WORLD--- = <

. 'percteiving the world"
ng whatever pres
pérticular»'perceiving’

and our. . will." 130
perceive the worild.

we have the
there and. that it is re
world with
thére' or as 'real"
knowledge perceives

Y

d not £0llow it you
Y. conditions..
path closely and‘deééherately.

cessary.
one question:

as a heart,
makes you strong, the other

You must choose
ody would knlow that.
"asks the question...A path*without a heart™i
ave to work ;hard eve
- On the other hand, & path with heart.
ork at liking it."l . i

tHe paths .of life is every-.
fer a warrior nor a~diab1zr

as heart when he is
S a great peace and pleasure trav
The things =a wérrior'Selects to make
re the itéms of'a path with heart

Sy

ents #tself to us.
is d
"A-‘sorcgrer .uses his will to -~
That per
* When we 1lo
“impres
al.

our will we know
as we think..
.the world wit
with his will éndxalse_with“his.seeing."

a pathhis only a, path;
must not -
-Look at- évery

Try it as many . -
‘Then ask yourself,
~Does, this path
are the same: they lead .
the other doesn't...
weakens you." 126
you as!.
If the answer is no, you
another path
The trouble i& nobody
S never
n-to take it.
s _easy; it
27 e a

€ro.
travelling on the. paths

> on any path that mayhave a
There I travel, and
"isto trave
I travel---looking,:
-in-his day-to-
1low the path’
oice of the

tﬁgwonly'worthwhile
rse¥dts full length.
looking, breathless-
day life a warrior
with Heart.
path wi W _
the ave - -He knows
‘one 'with.it, when

Y .
VN °

> entails a process of ap-

e with our senses .

ceiving, however, is |
ok-at the woérld-or when
sion that itfis out
When' we perceive -the
that it is not as 'out
-Only a man of ~
h‘his-se?gis‘andv

ni29
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the question; Does ~

ersing -
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PERSONAL HISTORY--- = = . o T , _
"I don't have any personal history...The. act that
I know whether I am a’'Yaqui or not does not make
it perso 1istory...0Only when someone else knows
it Npecome personal’ history. And. I assure -
‘will ever know that for sure...It
allapersonal l'istory...because
us free fgom .tl > encumbering thoughts "

would make

g around me and my -life...Nobody knows my per-
history. Nobody knows who I am or what I do.

Not\&ven I....I personally 1ike the,ultimate freedom
of ing-unknown...I'm not concerned. with lies or
trythg. /Jd.ies are only lies if you have a personal

hidtopXKd.You must :imply show people: whatever you
‘care to show thef, but~without ever telling then
exactly how you've don% it 13z . :

>

PERSONAL POWER- - -
’ -See. POWER.

) . 5

PIFERCING A »ORCERER- - - . o SR _

"I am going to give you a weapon to bpierce her...
Ou must ram the wild boar."right into her navel.
--.You must hold the wild boar in your left hand
and stab her'withvit. She is: a sorceress and -the
wild -boar will enter her belly and no one .in this

-world; except another sorcerer, 211 see it -stuck
there. This is not an ordinary,gattle but an
affair of sorcerers."133 : ’ :

PLACE OF POWER- - - sy ' ' o o
' "Thjis is a.place of power...This- is the place where

wa%iiors were buried a long time ago...All you have

to do is come here...Or.spend the night on this rock

© in order to rearrange your feelings...Look at that.
‘circle of boulders...Fix. it in your memory and then

. someday, a, crow will lead you to anotheTr one of thesa
. Places. 'The more perfect its roundress is, the

" 8Feater its power." 134 . cL o

PLACE OF PREDILECTION-H-, S ~.‘% _

' "Fix 'all this in Your memory...This spot is yours.
This morning,you Sawy.and that was the omen. You
found yOur\spot.b?fgeeihg;..Now properly speaking,
this hillgop s your place; your beloved place; ‘

~»all that is /4 und you-is under your care. " . You must . -

-~ look after zve ything-here and everything will in ,
turn look 7= you.,.All this land, as far as -you ;

can see, is yqurs..,th(to use but to.remember. TKis

erhilltop, I "wever, is -yours to use for the rest -of.
- your -life. -I' am giving it to-you bec#use you. have \
fofgdvit yourself. It is yours.  Accept it...T%is \

i

.

T

fther peoplée:..1" have, -little by little, created- e

¥b4a

IV,
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- 1s the place where you will come in dreaming.

This is the place where. you"will meet with powers,
ere secrets will someday be revealed toyou...
1 are hunting power and this is your placei the
. :ce where you will store your resources." >
" ..this is the most. important place of your life...
“1is is the place where you will die...This is the i
.site of your last stand...You will die here no-
matter where. you are. Every warrior has a -place
-to die. - A place of his predilectdon which is

-~soaked in unforgettable memories, where powerful

events..left their mark, a place where he has wit-
nessed marvels, where secrets have been revealed
to him, a place where he has stored his personal
power...A warrior has the obligation to go back to
that place of his predilection every time he taps
power in order to store it there. He either goes
there ?gsmeans of walking or by means pf dream-

L 1 . . . . , \- DR E——

Ing.'

POWER- - - | - .

@1\‘) )

]

' of power."140 "A warrior never _turns his back_ to

"...there are powers on. this earth that guide men
and animals and everything that is living."137 :
"Power was a Jevastating force that could easily
lead ‘to ore¢'s decath-and had to'be treated with:
great car=. 3ecoming available @o’power had to

be done gyftematically, but always with greatJcau-
tion."13 "Power...is a feeling that one has
about: certain things. Power is personal. It ber
longs to oneself alone...A hunter of power entraps .
it and then stores it away as his personal fihding.

- Thus,, personal power grows, and you may have the

case of a warrior who has ,so:much personal power
that he becomes a man of knowledge."139 'Power is
a very wierd affair. 1In order to have it and .com-
mand it ‘on€ must have power .to begin with.  It's
possible, however, to store it, little by little,
until one has ‘enough to sustain oneself in a battle’

power without atoning for the favors received."141

" "Power is a personal feeling...one may call it. a

mood. " Personal power is something that one acquires.
regardless of ong!s origin...Hunting power is. a
peculiar event.,.It first has to be an idea,.then

~}%~has_to be set up, step by step, and thén,'bingof-';

happens...Hunting power is ‘a very strange af-
fair...There is no way to plan it ahead of time.
That's what's exciting about it.' A warrior pro-
ceeds as if he had a plan though, Because he trusts
his personal power.- He knows for a fact that ‘it
will make him act 'in the most appropriate fashion."

142,

-



/ "Power does not belong to anyone...The key to
stored power is that it can be used only to help
someone else store pOWer...Everghing a man does
hinges on his personal power." 1% "A warrior_is
impeccable when he trusts his pesonal power re-.
gardless whether it is small or enoymous.”l44

POWER OBJECT- - - . . ‘ . o, :

"There are certain objects that are permeated with

~.power....There are scores of. such objects which .are

. fostered by powerful men with the aid of friendly .
spirits...Properly speaking, they are in.the realm
of 'war objects...They are not really objecﬁz, rather
they are.types of power...Anything can be a power\\
object...The power of an object depends on its own-
er, on the kind of man he is...These power objects
are necggsary only when a man does not have an

cally.nl .
POWER PLANT--- ' - ]
-~ See AID. '
RATTONALITY- - - | - . .
"'This is all crazy,' I said. '"I"vsare rational -
beings."' - ° : 1
'You’fe rational,' he retorted. 'I am not.'
'0f coﬁrse=Y0u are;' I insisted. .'You are one _
of the most rational mer I have ever med,' .
'A1l Tight!' he exclaimed. 'Let us nétbargue.‘ ///

- I'am rational, so.what?': . /

. . 7 . .
I .involved him in the argument of 'hy it was nec”
essary for two rational beings to proceed in such
an insane way, as we had proceeded with the lady
“witch. o '
" '"You're rational, all right,' he said fiercely.
: ' 'And that means you believe that you know a lot
. - about the world, but...you have only seen ‘the
acts. of peonle. ,Ybur'experieq;es are -limited only
- - to what people have done to you or:others. You know
) \ngihing‘about thi§ mysterious unknown world.{?1¢6\f-
 REALITY--- | L o | o
" That is all theré is to Treality---how you .’
felt. "147 ‘ B . I
. o o , ‘
. "'Do you mean, don Juan, that neither the world .
' of ordinary men nor #the world of sorcerers is real?'

.

T .
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'They are real worlds. They could act upon

. you.'" 148 .
Jv-f"'People? Butbfbu said tgé& were‘phaptoms;f_;\' Q“f'°4
o 'I %jdﬁ tha? they were nO'Ibpgef_feQI.w After:mx;‘ ,
, ;252??§i?431th the ally ﬁoth;qg wéi;zgg} any - ~5\£ (z»~
.RESP€CT;—-u1 e s IR
Seg‘MOQp OF A WARFIOR. : _ j,‘\g | . :

RESPONSIBILITY--- oL o .
" "To-assume the responsibility of one's decisions
means that one is ready to die for them 150  ryhen
.2 man decides to” do something he must go all the
- way..,but he must take responsibility for ‘what he =
-does. No matter what he does, he must .know first
why he is doing it, and. then he must proceed wit
his actions without having doubts or_ remorse..."
RING- OF POWER--- N o . L ’ :
"...every'one of .us is born.:.with:..a little ring
_ of peower...our rings are hooked to. the doing of the
v ~world in order to make, the world....A man_of know-
- ledge, on the other hand, develops another ring -of ... - .
- ‘be_, ' ¢

power. I would call it the ring of not-doin e
'cause it is hooked to not-doing. With t at ng, -
© “'therefore, he can spin another world.!" 152 "Once

one knows that world all one needs to bring it ‘
about is to use that extra ring of ‘power I have -
.-, told you sorcerers have.'"153 '

RULE-~- . - = .
"...1f I wished to learn I had to follow th& rule :
..."154  wYou will have to wait, the same way I°. ...
did, until yoi give the smoke to 'someone else--- - T
if you ever master it, of course. Then Xdu will
- see how a man looks. That is the' rule."155 n [
you will learn in spite of yourself® that's +ihe’
crode."156 "Don't be angry...It was rnot an .ordinary
~trick. It was the rule.'157 S T

"'fSEE?ﬁGif— _ o . | . ‘ \
(Also: Seeing An Ally; Seeing Past Event-:.)
”Invthe’casefof.seeing..:thinking 1s not a< is-. . Co
sue."158 " ""Seeing 1Is not a matter of tatk."l.,0 SRR
"If you wpnt,yto see you have ‘to let the smoke_’ '

- guide you...I wo "t talk about this anymore."lﬁo»



~and the world of sorcer

e ‘ | | o
"'What are the tentacle-like fibers,

£

don Juan?'

'They are the tefitacles that come out of a man's

» body which are gpparent to -any sorcerer who Sees.

Sorcerers act toward people in' accordance to the
way they see their tentacles,'"161 '

/ . o aw

"Seeing‘is not so simple and.enly. the smoke can
give you the speed you need to catch a glimpse of

- that fleeting world...The wor]ld, when you see, is
‘not as you think it is now."16Z, "...'seeing"

dispelled thg illusion of'victory, or defeat, or-
suffering."163 n

a way of getting through things...If a man sees -
he doesn't have to live like 'a warrior, or Tike .

~anything clse, for he can see things as they really =
~are.-and direct | .his 1ifekaccprding1y,..Upon=1earn¥

ing to see he no longer needs to live like a war-

ribrknor/56>a sorcerer.  Upon learning to see a man

“becoﬂé&/everything'by becoming nothing. He, so to

speak, vanishes' and 'yet he's still there...Seein
is for impeccable men. Temper your spirit now, _
become a warrior, learn to see and thensyou'll know

that there is no end to the new worlds for. our
vision." 164 "When you see there are no longer

familiar features in the world. Everything is new.
- Everything has never happened before. - The world -

is incredible. 165 "Seeing ‘is not a matter of .
looking and keeping. ulet...Seeing is a technique
one has to learn." 166 '"...Tseeing’' as a process

independent of the allies and the techniques of
FOICETy....5eeing is not sorcery. Yet one may
easily confuse them, because a man who sees can
learn, in no time at all, to manipulate an ally- -
and may become a sorcerer. On the other hand, a .
man may learn certain techniques in order to com-
mand an ally and thus become a sorcerer, and yet

-he may never learn to seei"Besides,-seein -is con-

trary ‘to sorcery. Seeing makes one realize the
' 1.1

unimportance of it all.™ 167 "A man who sees is

everythingr in comparison, the Sorcerer. 1s-a sad
fellow."k 8 "...only by seeing cap a man of

‘knowledge khow.' 169 "Since you'#e not concerned-
with seeing, things look very much the.same way

every time you look at ‘them. When you learn to
see, ...a thing is never the same every time you

.see it, and yet it's the same." 170 "...what I ..

want you to learn is seeing. .Perﬁaps you know
now that seeing happens only when one sneaks
between the worlds, the world of ordinary people

171 vpoyer plants: -

are only an aid...The real\thing is when the body

Seeing is pot a force, but rather '

108
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Tealizes that it can see. 'On1y5ihen‘is one cap-
: ‘able of knowing that the world we look at every
day is only a description...In order to see one
- must learn the way,sorperersxlookrat-theiﬁarld"
and -thus the ally his to be summoned, and.once’
that is done it comes." 172 ""Seeing, of course,
is the final accomplishment of g3 man-of knowledge,

and seeing is attained only when one has stopped |

the world through the technique of not-doing.' I73
'SEEING AN ALLY--- |

-See ALLY .

“

SELE- IMPORTANCE-.- - - s ;
0 - "Self-importance is another thing that must be .
.dropped just like personal history."174 .

N

SHADOW--- » . o
: See NOT-DOING. . . :

. N ’ coe ) .'v N \ 4 ’ . - . oo ’ : . .
SHIELD--- 1N : ‘

SMolla &arrior selects the items thatAm%kg‘his world.
He selécts deliberately,-for every item he chooses
is a 'shield that pro%ects him from the onslaﬁghts
~0of the forces he is rying to use. A warrior would
use his shields toprotect himself from his a11y...

Himself}{;.The things people do are the_shields‘ _
against the forces that surround us....The things

a warrior selectS/fo mak;shis shields are the items .-

of a path with heart." 1

SNEAKING BETWEEN THE WORLDS- - - |
7 See SEEING.: o

SOLID- - - | DR | S
» "I'11 have to take you to the water again in .the
twilight...You're not solid yet and you shouldn't
be alone today."176 ”Unfortunately, you need the.

water to become solid again -whén you use the little - ~

smoke; that puts you at a disadvantage. If you
“dorr't yse the water you will probably die, but if,
_ " you do use it, the spirit will take you." 177
SORCERER--- .. S 3 . o
o W.Ifd”masgef}sorcerer.was an eagle,for'rather.,;he"
could make himself into an eagle...an evil sorcérer

was...an owl...a child of "the night...'brujos liricos'

lyrié sorcerers;'meaningAthe;dil@ttanﬁe sorcerers

e 'preferrqd'other animals---a crow;‘forgexample.”'178

109
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"Sorcery is to apply one's will to a key joint...
Sorcery is interfefpence. A Sorterer,searche

Finds the key joint ofianything he wants to
and then he applies his will to it. A's
doesn't lhave to 3€€ to be a sercerer. ayl he has

to know is how to use his will.”l795,-”The mbrning

is a bad time for sorcererg.’ 180 s .
i b . * ' 2 T . v
SOUL- - - ¢ ‘ ' ' g

v i

"Sometimes é’diabléro may catch a soul and push it

~through the entrance [to the other world] ‘and leave
it in the custody of his lrelper until hé robs the -

person of all his willpower. 1In other cases.,.the
diablero may keep it inside his pouch because it
1s too. hard to carry it otherwise,"181 TooLif T
ever found one of .those beings under inappropriate
CircupStances I should never attempt to struggle
With It because it would kill ‘me. It would Tob >

My soul. So I should throw myself to the ground

and bear it,until che morning."182.
< . :

SPINNING WITH THE ALLY:-.

"After T grabbed. it we befan to spin. The ally made
me twirl but I didn't let go. ‘We spun through the
air with such speed and force that I.couldn't see
anymore. Everything was foggy. The @pinning~wentg:
on, ‘and on, and on. “Suddenly I <elt tnat I was
standing on the ground again...” had an ally,"183.

""Your allv wilt spin you,. alone ato: unknown

»worldsf..Spinning.with your al%y 7111 change your : _
idea of the world ...That idea¢is cverything; ‘and p -
when that changes, the world itself changes."184 ~

R N .
THE SPIRIT---

_SPIRIT--- . | T E .
. .- "There areg three ‘kinds of beings...those that cannot

See WARRINR,

-

give.anything because they have.nothing to give,
those that cap only cause fright, and those that ff
hav: gifts....The third type of $Spirit wds a true

ally, a.giver of secrets; " that special type exis-

ted in lonely, abandonéd.places,.places'which were
almost inaccessible;t.There;wefg,many‘ways_in.which"
such “a being put.a warrior to the'test...theY'were”
truly dangerous forces, and_although the ‘could not

_kill'a man hand to hand, they could cause his death - .

by fright, or by actua11y~letting‘objects fall on
him, or by apbearing suddenly and.causingyhim to...

g0 over a precipice...When a man is facing the ally,
-tﬁe_giver of secrets, he has to...grab it before =

it grabs him...wrestle'the‘spirit to the ground and



keep it there until it gives him power."185
just tapped the spirit of the water hole...That
type of spirit should be tapped when the water
hole is dry, when the spirit has retreated into

the mountains.'186 | - .

»

"Mine is a wild boar. . When you get dhe~¢ou will
realize that it is alive and can teach you the
different sounds. it likes. With'practice,you will
get 'to know your spirit .catcher so well that to-
;- gether you will make .sounds full of power."187
"The ally showed you a Spirit catcher that he got .
" from his pouch. You need one if you are going to
call-him...It is 3 fiber. With it I can’'call the
allies, or my own ally, or I can call the spirits
of the water holes, the Spirits of rivers, the
spirits of mountains...Those spirits<are»he1pers.
- They are hard to handle and sorg of dangerous.jgge
- needs an impeccable will to hold them at bay.n188

SPIRITYCATCHER- - - & :

Y

”»

SPOT- - - : L S
' ”...a'spot meant a place where 4 man could feel
naturally happy and strong...not every place was
good. to sit or be on and that within t' - confines
of the porch there was one spot that was unique,

. The sheer act of sitting on one's spot{treated

-sUperior‘strength;;.”lg_ "...in the world there
were 'good and bad spots for me..."191 g
STOPPING THE WORLD--- .

"...in order to Stop the world you must?Stop doing -
.;the\proper'thing_to do, which a warrior does if
he wants 'to stop the world, is to enlarge a little

‘ rock, or any other thing, by not-doin S92 D afe
" ter I had run up the hill for dear 11%e I was in a
: perfect state for "stopping the world." Combined
in\that state were fear, awe, power. and death..,"193
"..0it was a’technique'practiced by those who were
“hunting for power,” a technique by virtue of which -
the world as we know it Wwas made to collapse.'"194
'<..0nce you.know what it is like to stop the world
you realize there is a reason for .it. . "one of the
arts of a warrior is to collapse the world for a




I . -
»

~ specific reason and_ther restore it again in order
to keep on _living.”l > "...you stopped the world
and you might have even seen. A"magical being
told you something and your body was capable of

understanding it because the world had collapsed...

What stopped inside you yesterday was wQ@t people

have been telling you the world is like...Yeg-"""

-terd%g6thé world became.as sorcerers tell you it
‘is.VY . ‘ T '

)

STORING PERSONAL .POWER- - - o !
See POWER. . . ™~ -

STRATEGY -+ - - ) X o » :
See WARRIOR. R ‘ o \_

STRING--{ " - e

' "They are not rocks...They are strings~.They will

hold your spot suspended...I'm going po toss each

of these strings to you...Each of these is a string,

a striqglthat_could kill us if we leave it around
loose;/~so’ you simply can't make any mistakes."197
"...the 'med of strings',was-made,exclusively to. -
allow a warricr to arri at a certain state of .

‘peace and well-being."198 | —

STRIKING A BLOW AT A DISTANCE--- SRR T
. See FLYING. - ‘ o ‘

STRUGGLE-- - © __ | -
See WARRIOR. ) , T

- SUMMONING THE ALLY---
"See ALLY, SEEING.

: y
TAMING AN ALLY--=

- See ALLY. | -
TAP- - - _ I - o R
(Also:: Tapping An Ally.l o . E
"You've tapped an ally."” 99i‘”You know nothing about
' the forces you're tapping...You have succumbed\to.
the force of the water-hole spirit and now it can
take you at any time."200 : . - ‘

TRAP--- I T - L - o

- "'I'm green...! .

"Cut it out...You have no time. Get out of.there, *
The water is about to trap you.. Get out of it!
"~ Out! . Qut!'"201- ‘ - T

¢
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and adapting to their directions, Thatfs;his trick. *
{;y//» There is ve fi

TRUST IN ONE'S' pE

- UNDERSTANDING-~- .

- USING DEATH AS AN ADVISOR---

”Ivbegan'moving my arm and in a short while my

- hand became ice €oldT I had begun to feel a
SOort of mushiness around my.hand.\'It'was as if4 :
I were paddlina through some heavy viscous liquid

matter,. ‘ .
:  Don Juanrmade‘a sudden movement and grabbed mY'arm

to stop the motion.., . . . &

1
The rule is that a man of knowlédge has to ‘trap his
- apprentice. ‘Today I have tragped you and I have R
‘tricked you into ] arning.'20 ""The average man ,
in ignorance, believes that: those forces can be
;éxplained or changedﬁ}.The‘sorcerer,'on-the other
hand, does not think of explaining or .changing them;
instéad'he'hses_such forces by—redirect@qg himself -
— . .
Ty little to Sorcery once you *ind out
its trick." 204 S -

ERSONAL POWER- - -

- < _—See POWER. - ' >

"Lf you Say you understand my knowledge5‘youvhave R '
done nothing new...As far as I kniow there . are only . -
~eight points a man is capable of handling. Perhaps
~men cannot. go beyond that. And T said hauwdling, not
. understanding;jdid you get that?...Your problem is
that you want to undet§tqnd-everYthingX If you in-
.. Sist on understanding"you're not considering your o
~ ¢ entire-lot as a;human_being...UnderStanding 1 only -

', a very small affair, sovveTy-small.g.gYou fail evéry -
. time because of your inéistenceﬁon understanﬁingl”z
"Sure I can explain anything...But could yqu under- /

stand it?'"206  "“Genaro and I are acting from here,™
he said ang Pointed to ,one of the_centerS'bf-radiaf
‘tion in his diagramr’ "And it is not the center of
understanding, yet you'know what it is."207 -

'See~DEATH.'

e

_'VFNTURING'INTOYTHE'UNKNOWN—-f R "_j o o

See DEATH,
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WARRIOR- - -

WAXTING FOR WILL---

See WILL.

b

o e

S

"A warﬁiorlghould be'prepared only’ to battile...The

spiriti-of a warr
. -losigs .The spi
. strig

battiwion earth.
a huntér and a w
way to power, wh
little about it.
his patience to

. his will and his

thing he wants."?2

cise in Strategy

lor is not, geared to...winning or _
rit of a warrior is .sexd ed .only tg -

%, and every struggle is-a whfrior's last

1y 1"

...the difference between - ..
arrior is that a warrior is on his
ile a hunter knows nothing or very
"209 YA warrior uses his will and
fofget.\ In fact a warrior has only.
atience with &them he_builds any-’

0 "Life for:a Warr‘gkwis an exer- -

--+a warrior is never available..n211 .

"A warrior is-never idle and never in a hurry...
To meet an ally a man must-be a spotless warrior or .
the ally may turn against him and destroy him."212

WELL-BEING- - -

"...you want to

your well-being.
one had to groom
acqua_nted with;

~ what one emphasi

’

erable, or we ma
work.is the same

WIDE-AWAKE- - -

WILL---

"Will is somethi
teriously.‘ Ther
uses it, except

tare astounding. .
for his will...What. a sorcerer calls will is a power

within ourselves
Or a wish. To s
because it _needs
can make you suc
you're defeated.
Will is what sen
through space;

- cribed will -as a

- q

between men and
.a power."216

"See MOOD OF A WARRIOR.

the wor}d.”zls

remain the Same even at the cost of
213 Me.. well-being was.a ¢tondition

» @ condition ons had' to become, .

in order@io,seek;it\,.The trick is in
zes...We either make ourselves mis- c
ke+gur5e1ves strong. The amount of .
W N . Vom e

ng very special. It happens mys- .
e 1s no real way of telling how one
that the results ‘of using the will
-A warrier...knows that he is waiting

. It is not a thought, or an object

top asking questions is not will -
thinking and wishing. Wil1l is what -

ceed when your thoughts tell you that

T OWill is'what‘makes'you’invulnerablé,

ds a sorcerer through a wall; -

to the moon, if he wants.-..He des-
. force which was. the true link.

"Will is a force,

P

- - g -8

. . P B o :
s
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~

WORLD v - B S L

: ",Zithe.world,waS'whatever we perceive, in¢any ‘
\ R manner we may choose to peérceive,'217 "Why should
e “ ' the world be only as you-think it is?- Who gave

ot you the authority to.say so0?...The world is very

‘strange at this time of day [sunset]."2}8 rThe
world is a mytery...And. it is not at all as you

.

P . . Pilcture it.. . Well), it is also as you picture it, -
' but that's not all there is to the world; there’
~1s much:more to it." 219 o R
. THE WORLD ACTTHG UPON SOMEONE--- '~

See REALITY.

WORTHY,OPPONENT-:—' - e . : B
‘ "...the instant one beéins to live like a warrior,
~one is no lbnger'ordinary..fl didn't" find you a
worthy oppofient because T ‘wanted. to play with you;
or.tease you, OL annoy .you. A worthy opponent
might spur:you on; under the influence of '1a -.
‘Calatina’ you may have to make use of everything.

I have taught.vou. You donft“havé'anyfothgr al-.

“ternativej”zgo R S :

I

ey,

z

-
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" APPENDIX B

-

AN ALPHABETICAL LISTING OF CONCEPTS
IN DON.JUAN}S CONCEPTUAL SYSTEK, AND
| FAMILIAR ANALOGUES
pgThe list of terms denoting conceptsbln don Juan's
conceptualisystempwill be given alphabetically;_ where a .~ ‘
term is ambiguous subscrlpts will be used toglndlcate
leach clearly separate sense in whlch 1t is: used Where—

ever p0551b1e famlllar concepts Wthh are analogous or

Wthh overlap in thelr range of appllcatlon*w1ll te'

q

vided, with a rough estimate of the degrce of over,a
given, on a. scale of 0 to 3 (! O' '1',"Z;§ and"
indicate .novapparent.analogue " ”sllght~overlap

-siderable,overlap” and“”total or nearly totaL OVerlap,;

respectively); - 'D! w1ll 1nd1cate obvlous 1mportant dlse

’

analogles or quallflcatlon . sc the result w111 be a com“

ceptual determlnatlon of tht allen concepts In some ~

4,,*‘

' BERAL S
cases where there appear to be no famlllar concepts whlch,w: wdf
are analogous I may prov1de unfamlllar analogues (1 e

y _ : .
,concepts taken from other conceptual systems};am@ gwyer;ﬂ“

‘their origin:

q .

|  ABANDON (2) abandon; let oneself g0 'D:“:at “the same ﬂuﬁ'

- time one must be in complete control - o
\ ABANDON ONESELF (2) voluntarlly rellnqulsh self~
\ control; - put. oneself at the mercy. of one S

enV1ronment. ;

125




126

~ ABSOLUTE ASSURANCE (3) complete“selficonfideﬁéé@

ACCESSIBLE (2) accessible; unguardedly exposed
it involves a mental state, rather than mere
physical presence of proximity.

ACTION (2) action; D: the 1mportahce of action 15 the 0
- effect it has on the subject rather than on ob- [
Jects in the world. It is invariably -reflexive.:. ’

AFPECT (2) affect D: there is great dlscrepancy in
~the sorts of entities which can be affected by
and. which can affect Jmen .

AGREEMENT FROM THE. WORLD (1) an event Wthh pr0V1des
immediate evidence supportlng a particular asser-
‘tion; D: the event is not. obv1ously logically
-or causally related to-what is asserted; it
merely occurs 1mmed1ate1y after the asqertloﬁ

AID' (0) ’

'JALERT (3) aIert.

ALY, (a 'power o) (0)

ALLY2 (a 'spirit! ) (O)

ALLY;7 ADVISING A MAN_(O)

ALLY; ‘CARRYING A MAN OUTSIDE HIMSELF (0)
ALLY, FURTHERING A MAN'S: KNOWLEDGE (0)
'ALLY; GIVING STRENGTH (0) o
ALLY, GIVING POWER (0) - - L

ALLYl REVOVLNG A MAN ‘S BODY (0)

: ALLY1 2 TAPPING A MAN (O)

&

_;ANGER (3) anger
/‘&PPRENTICE (3) apprentlce
}fACHMENT (3) attachment. i‘ ' e

BATTLE Ql) battle; D: although phy51ca1 combat may be
- involved, the forces against which the battle is
directed are non-material. It -involves being in
a particular state of mind, and possibly following
certaln rules. ' : o

kS "", o T : .



BATTLE OF POWER (0) = ° “fi - S

BECOMING A" MAN OF KNOWLEDGE (0)

LI

BECOMING ACCESSIBLE TO POWER (0).
7 ’ 7

.BECOMING ONE WITH THE ALLY, (0)

THE BEGINNING (2) starting point; point of reference;
D: .Fixed poiants of reference are illusory, and
exist only in thgMght. .One is always in the-
eternal here and how. : .

-BEING 'IN PERFECT BALANCE WITH EVERYTHING . (0) (going

with the flow, as in Eastern .philosophy and rel-

- igion) ” : ‘ :

BENEFACTOR (2) instructor who chooses his student(s);. -

C D: The relationship.is more like a.craftsman/
apprentice relationship. The most significant
difference is‘thatltheybenefactor must trick his
apprentice into learning, ' A

BODY (3) body. - A
BRING ABOUT THF WORLD OF SORCERERS (0) -

BRUJO (2) medicine-man, curer, witch, sorcerer; a per-.
: . son with extraordinary, usually evil powers;

D:  The powers which he has are not mysteriouss - .

their acquisition and use are fully intelligible.. - = .

" id terms of don Juan's system. e ’

CHANGE{(Z)aaltering péfsénaiity,or cﬁaractérj-,D:'ThiS
-~ " 1s on y_regarded as a preparation for the change,
which happens suddenly. : - ‘ ) T

.CHATGEZ.CZj dramatié and .sudden pérsonal change; D: :

. - 1n don Juan's system, a man ‘is 'really' unchange-

| cable. o )
| ﬁHANGES (0-) . B - . >-“ . ':. . " 8 N - '

Y CHOOSING AN.APPRENTICE 2) selecting able students: ;
: - D:* The selection is: based on omens. . It is really

[y

~impersonal forces which decide who istable to = -~ =
_ bursue’the course€; . the benefactor must heéd the -~

omens. = v
- CLARITY (2) state of mind_ in which.one sees things clearly; °
- D: - although tHis is a desirable state, in_%?h ' :

\ sun
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; | | L | |

Juan's system it is also a 11m1tat10n Wthh S
» must be overcome; there is much more.to learn- .
ing than ‘merely seeing things clearly. - \

' CLOSING ONE'S GAP (O ;

CoL (3) color (1nc1ud1ng associated efﬁects),» : \\-
- The effect of co%ors is personally determined . f\ ,
rather than universal; the presence of certain
e/ colors may be 51gn1f1cant in guiding action.

CONSTANT (2) 1nvar1ab1e predictable.

CONTROL (3) control. - | I
( (y) : N -

CONTROLLED FOLLY (0) o ’ -

o | SR § |
‘g‘ COURAGE (3)7coupag€//-//-i/T SRR

CREATING PCHER OBJECTS (0) b1e551ng medals ctucifixes, L
S } etc (Chrlstlanlty) ST ‘ :

‘\.

<

CROW 629 crow D\ They are unique among birds in that o
their call oT - fllght is an omen<. Furthermore, they -
are of a form'whlch a.man can learn to assume.

DEATH (2) death .The Grlm Reaper; D:. Thls is somewhat
‘of an anthropomorphlc concept of death; yet it is
personal and takes on a unique form for each of - o
~us. It has'a. locatlon, to our: left at arm's length N

DECISION (3) dec151on
. L3 : -
: DEFEAT (2) defeat D The ways in which one may ‘meet
' defeat are more esoteric; e. g., of the four nat-
ural enemles only fear 1s a famll ar foe B

.

DETACHMENT (3) detachment .
DETECT MESSAGES (l) flnd hldden meanings; D: The mes-
- ' sages have practical. import. The c1rcumstances :

under which one recetves them are never ordlnary

b >

o7

DEVIL'S WEED (1) ‘datura plant D:: As an- entlty of dual -
' mature, devil's weed is also non- material 1nsofar,
N as it 1s used in the system . ~

- DIABLERO (11 ev11 sorcerer (cf. BRUJO),‘ D: A dlablero .
- - is’a brujo who can change form at w111, and become /
an Inlmal ‘ _ ' B < oo e

I
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'“D&RECT_ON.(S] directidn (usually hsiﬁg compass orieh;'
" %»f;‘fAtion),‘,g. ‘ : ' .

ety aivifing. o

¢

- «gory does hot exhaust the:possibilities of -action;

vﬁhffﬁy’brdinaleeVeryday activity; D: This cate-
‘it‘gainsaséms

e from a contrast with not-doing.

EE T 5
N

‘v‘_DREAMING'Qi)‘dfeaﬁing while aware that one iw dreaming;

D: The degree of control and. deliberation involv-
ed¢make it equivalent to the sState of being

awake. “One is able to perform éxtraordinary . .  ..- R
feats.,” =~ . .- TP
= EMISSARIES (0) . = .. | | |
'ENGAGE A WORTHY OPPONENT(0) = T LA
EXPLANATION (3) explanation: ’
FEAR (1) fear; anxiety; " D: It is not desirable to ° _m-

inate fear, .only to overcome- it..

FEELING (1) uféelinga(not'as,in the Sehsewof.fouch);i
~impression; . D: It is a form of perception more
®  basic than the semnses, and -not opposed to them.

'FEELING-FHE LINES OF THE WORLD (0) . -~ - |
PEELING THE WORLD (0) Y

",,

FIBERS (03, . &

. . ‘ A o . . ' R ”‘
FINDING.-A- SROT (1) choosing a-comfortable location; ,\.
- D It.is a- technique which requires that one .
feel with one's eyes. | ' o
FLYING (1) astral travel (mysticis@h and the ocCultjtﬁ ;
FOLLOWING THE RULE. (1) obeying instructjons; adheting * -
to ritdal; D:  The mental orientation is impor-
) .tant, y;not merely the overt procedure. the rat-.
o ,ionaie»for some rules is. intuitively obvious; for -
. othe s, apparently quite'arbitrarys‘
_FORCE (0) . . -+
" . FORCES GUIDING MEN'S LIVES (0)® C .
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.A“'.

N

“f‘u R 3 o B - . - .
“ - !
b B

r

GAIT OF POWER (1) technlque for runnlng in the dark; ~_.

D: This- requ1res a- state—e£w€ontrolled abandon
GAP (0)'

[

GATHERING POWER PLANTS (3) collectlng peyote Jimson
weed, mushrooms etc. . ‘ :

GETTING A HELPER (0) I | ™
GETTING INTO THE OTHER WORLD (0) -1' Lo
GRABBING ONTO séMETHTNG WITH ONE’S WILL (0) R

‘GREEN: FOG (0)

GUARDIAN (0) v 4
: : : ’
HANDLE (1) cope- w1th D:- That wlth which one copes
- cannot be understood .1t is a nen- cogn1t1Ve-
act1v1ty "2, o

HAVING FEELINGS TOWARD THE GUARDIAN (O)
HELPER COR ﬂ[if SR DN
HOLES (in sound) (1) pauses between a serlé% o;\sounds
‘ D: The 'sounds must be perceived as a structure
. or pattern; the pauses are entltles of equal
statUSfHS‘the sounds ‘ ’

HUNTER (l) ‘hunter; D: Learnlng how to hunt does not.
" make one a hdnter A -hunter must be in perfect
balance with everythlng o o~ :

HUNTING (l) huntlng, ' D: The entities for which a
: member of -the .system may hunt are not only anI-
. mais or . even materlal obJects., :

’HUNTING“POWER (O)
. [ ;,:?S"._v 4“-
IMPECCABLE (l) at one's best "D:  This is a/mood or
' 'state N o : : S

INACCESSIBLE (1) not acce551ble D: ThlS is not a =
' . matter 'of hiding oT- refuslng to deal with people.
©Again it is a way of 11v1ng in a partlcular state

ofmﬁm PR B S =

INDICATION (1) omen D:it It is not merely of 1mer¢
for action, but 51gn1f1es crucial .information.
about a person (e g » ‘concernipg -his personal
power) A e ' R T

. . Le ‘.‘m

L
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. INDULGENGE Tl)'oVerindulgence; (succufibing to) a bad.

R habit or something weakening; D: It is a re- -
sult of an attitude of willingness to abandon

oneself. ., - - ‘ : C

INSTROMENT (0) . . e
KEEPER (0) .~ . .

KEY JOINT (1) crucial or central component';| D: It is
, crucial for the functioning of whatever it is a
sorcerer wishes to .affect; it is to this that he.
applies his$ will. ~ : : '

LEARNING_(lgfleaﬁhing (how and that); D: DThe proceés
oo is connected. to personal change. - The things '
.1earned~sometimes'defy‘description‘or»uqderstand{
ing.. R L3 . e . '. ,,‘ . . ‘ o

Vot

LYo ( ’
LEARNING HOW TO BECOME A CROW (0)

P

-~

LEARNING HOW TO MOVE. (0) Z/ S

-LEARNING HOW.TO SEE (0)
LIFE (3) life. |

| | N _
LINES, OF THE WORLL 0).

N .

. LITTLE SMOKE (1, hrtb'andaﬁushroom mixture (Esylocybe) '
. which 1s smoked/ingested; D: . é similar disan- e
alogy as with DEVIL'S WEED applies. . ) -

“~

!‘LIZARDV(jj.lizafa. ST
* MAKING A SPIRIT CATCHER 0 e

° MAKING SOMEONE. SOLID (or UNSOLID) (0) '}' '

© MAN. OF KNOWLEDGE (0) | A;, R,

MEETING WITH AN ALLYY (1) using a particular psychotropic ; " 0
' plant; .D: 'The.ally, however, is perceived as an -
entity or a qualfty and can interact with the sup-
Ject. -This is a preparatory step to familiarize
-~ the apprentice with: the ally before he tackles him.

MESCALITO (1) peyote flophophora williamsii): D: There
, is a similar disanalogy as with DEVIL'S WEED and
LITTLE SMOKE. ST CLTT T

¥
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MIND (2) man's rational faculty; D: in don Juan's
discussions the'implication is that it 4is .not
a neutral, but a biased faculty due to what °
people havefconsistently‘said the world is 1like.

‘MITOTE (3)4rituaiized sessions. (though loosely struc-
: "~ tured) where-a group of peyoteros meet to ingest
"~ peyote (MESCALITO). ' v o

MOOD- OF A WARRIOR (2) state of miné}of one’ engaged 'im
a professional agtivity; D: One can be-in this
state when doing anything which one knows how
to do well (i.e., where no further information
~need be integrated in order to act efficaciously).
MOVING (1) telékinesis; teleportation (E.S.P. studies,
" mysticism). o . S
" WNAMES. (1) special names’ reserved for emergency invoca-
"4+ tion; ‘D: THese are only tﬁenunique,,private,”””
names of Mescalito and one's ally. . :
NATURAL ENEMIES (1)  subjective obstacles to learning;

' D: These are not general personal failings, but
specific factors which the apprentice. will en- '
counter. N :

NIGHT (2) night; darkness _D: The»time~when one ;is most o

© - likely to encounzer powers:; in fact, the night -
i?power. L S S e

A~ N : ] ; '

NOT-DOING (1) meditationh(EaStern_philosophy;"mystioié%);
o D: Not-doing is primarily perceptual in nature,

of a’pre-cognitive orientation, whereas meditation
1s an internal experience which tends to ‘suppress

“~ all sensory input. < : ¥ a\¥

VOLD‘AGE (3) old.age.
OMENl(Sj omen; e

m oPEN;NQ,ONE'S GAP (0)
"OTHER WORLD o)y ,
"OVERCOMING THE GUARDIAN 0y
OVERCOMING THE GREEN FOC.(O) : | o
PASSING THE PIPE TO AN'KﬁpRENTiCﬁ'(Zj\giVing the pipe to

. *- an. apprentice for his own use with the smoking mix- -

' . .



“tures; .D; There 1s a proper procedure for this,
which if not followed could lead to their deaths.

.

PATH OF KNOWLEDGE (l) course of study; D: ThlS i5.an

attitude with which one tackles the unknown,'
rather than a body of facts

PATH WITH HEART (1) living for oneself; D: This is

doing what is pleasurable; however what 1is
Ppleasurable is 1dent1f1ed with one's enlightened
self-interest. ‘ : s

G
-

. PATIENCE (3)'patience

PQRFORMING SORCERY WITH POWER OBJECTS (O)

PERCEIVING. THE WORLD (1 perceptlon, D: What constitutes

perception is what\one is aware of. There are dif-
ferent modes of perceptlon, only one of which cor-

responds to . ur Concept of normal sensory perceptlon.

PERSONAL HISTORY (2) . data concernlng a person's past

PERSONAL POWER (0) ‘:)

- PEYOTERO (3) one who uses peyote.

life; D: A fact must be known before it con-
stltutes personal history? e. g., becauss no one
knows don Juan's past llfe h~ has no personal
history.

; PIERCTNG A SORCERER (0)

PLACE

PLACE

PLANT
~ POWER
" POWER

OF POWER (1) hallowed ground (Chrlstlanlty),’ the

“tabernacle ‘in Catholic churches D: One meets

with powers there..

OF PREDILECTION (l) favorlte retreat; D: Thls
i1s of momentous significance for a man of know-
ledge.- It is the focal point of hlS 11fe and
eventually his death - ‘ .

}(3)_p1ant. ]
o - _
OBJECT (1) lucky charm; holy medals amule sy

D: The objects are power objects because 'of the

- personal power of whoever created them, not in

themselves
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POWER PLANT (2) psychotropic plant; D: The use of
- such plants leads to power. Lo

 PREP

PREPARED (3).prepared; ready,jor'aﬁything.
PA

RING POWER PLANTS (3) preparing mixtures of psy-
chotropic plants according to a specific set of.
instructions; for example, as a pharmac1st pre-
pares prescrlptlons

- RATIONALITY (Z. ratlonallty within a conteptual system.
D: This concept may be taken as absolute if one e
views it from w° in a conceptual system whlch

regards itself as Wbsolute e

' REALITY 2) Teality. i, Although it is con51dered to
. be 'what “there is', our concept regérds it as
- kob;ectlve -don Juan' s as sul ectlve SR
RESPECT (3) Te< .ct. Lo
 RESPONSIBILI™. , r <pon ibility.
RING OF POWE () |
ROBBING ONE'S SOU. (u)
”ROUTINE.(S) fOUtLub, acting in‘a,predictéble;ménner.
" RULE- (1) regu]atlon, D: Guidelines for behi%iour',ﬁ
~when dealing with sorcery, ~they. are designed
to put the person in the proper. frame of mlnd
SEEING (0) |
SEEING AN ALLY 0) . . .
SEEING THE LINES OF Syﬁ WORLD (0)
SELF IMPORTANCE (3) self 1mportance

SET UP DREAMING (0) o -f T

. -~ . .u—,;_;" RS . '
SHADOW (1) shadow D: They are the doors of not-doing,
the key to power I o T

SHIELD (0) |
SNEAKING BETWEEN THE TWO WORLDS (0)
SOLID (0) " S R
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: SORéERER (1) warlock; sorcerer; " D: 'The'ability to

apply oné's will is the only.condition necessary = ' -
to be a sorcerer. ; - :

':SOULr(l),soul; D: The éoul is not a spirit .in don Juap's.
system; in fact, it does not function as an entity
_ of any sort. : ' '
SPINNfNG-WITH THE ALLY, (0)
(THE),SPIRIT_”(I) an*atfitude,of Willingnesé"to learn
.. in spite of. any obstacles; D: It cannot be wil-
- lingness to undergo the apprenticeship .in the
sense of wanting to, however; that would indicate
' that one was '"cracked" and would mean disqualifi-
cation from selection. - -
'SPIRITZ (1) spirit;vghOSt. .
SPIRIT, CATCHER (0)

SPOT (1) comfortable or uncomfortable>locatibn; D:

The spots have an actual effect on a person, some- |

, times of considerable significancg.
STORING PERSONAL POWER (0)
STOPPING THE WORLD (0)
STﬁATEGY (3) stfategy.
~STRIKING A BLOW AT ékziggANCE (0)
_STRING (0) - L
'STRUGGLEv(S) struggle.
SUMMONING THE ALEYl (O)
TACKLING THE ALLY'.(b).

| I 1 .
 TALKING (3)’‘talking. L N
TAMING AN ALLY; (0) =~ ,g}%?ﬁfﬁﬂ?* _ o

TAPPING AN ALLY; . (0)
THINKING' (3) thinking.



o

TIGHT (2) hdVing devélopéd a strong character.
' D: The concépt refers to a way of living in
which one does not dissipate personal power.

,TRAP (1) trap: D: One can trap:non-material entities,
S and be trapped by them. ° ’

’%gyRICK (3) trick.

TRUST IN ONE'S PERSONAL POWER (1) self-confidence;
‘D: Everything one does depends on personal

. bower; hesitation or doubt prevents its optimum’
use. T ' ’ ‘

TRUTH (2) truth; that which 'is the case; D:  What is
- said to be true; there is no-ultimacy in what is
the case, 'and little import for whether,.if not
“how, omne acts. P .

- . UNBENDING INTENT (3) unswerving dedication.

- UNDERSTANDING (2) understandingeD: To understand some-
«  thing in don Juan's systé&ﬁ

system.” One should strive to learn to handle
~things rather ‘than understand them. -

USING DEATH AS AN ADVISOR (0)

USING POWER PLANTS (1) employing psychotropic drugs;
~D: There is'a set procedure .to be followed, .as

well ‘as a system within which the experiences
must be interpreted. ‘ o :

'USING -A' SPIRIT CATCHER (0) - -~ . - I
- VENTURING ‘INTO THE.UNKNOWN (0) |

'WARRIQR’(ZS"warrior; AD:,_This involves a way of life
.&dn which one ledrns to tighten one's life_in
order to withstand the rigors of .the apprentice-

ship. . o S
R ol N B -

WELL-BEING '(3) well-being. -

WIDE AWAKE' (3) totally aware.

WILL_(I)'willpowér; D: It is a modé<of perception as
- well as a means for performing.sorcery (in the

narrew sense). - ,
: : - T e g

b . 4 .
: “means that oné has done
nothing; it is a very insigifniciant part of the
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- WAITING FOR WILL (0) *

. WINB (3) wind.

WORLD (1) world; D: Subjectlve orientation Wthh re-
- gards whatever is percelved as the world.

WORLD OF ORDINARY MEN (3) the world

WORLD OF SORCERERS (0) ,"' SN T
WORLD ACTING ON soMEONE-(d3 .

WORTHY OPPONENT (0)

4
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APPENDIX C

CONCEPTS IN DON- JUAN'S SYSTEM
CATEGORIZED BY DEGREE OF GVERLAP

"WITH THE RANGE OF APPLICATION OF FAMILIAR CONCEPTS.
(3)

ABSOLUTE ASSURANGE
ALERT
ANGER
APPRENTICE
ATTACHMENT
BODY"
" COLOR-

CONTROL
COURAGE .
DECISION - |
*DETACHMENT ‘
DIRECTION

DIVINING
'EXPLANATION

‘GATHERING PLANT
" LIFE |

LIZARD '/

MITOTE =~ . |

OLD AGE

OMEN -

PATIENCE

PEYOTERO

PLANT
. PREPARED -

' PREPARING POWER PLANTS
RESPECT
RESPONSTBILITY

ROUTINE - R | S
SELF-IMPORTANCE . - e
STRATEGY - R : R f
'STRYGGLE : , : - N
- TALKING . - o R S
THINKING . ' -
'UNBENDING INTENT
‘WELL-BEING . o
WIDE AWAKE - v
WIND |

WORLD OF ORDINARY MEN
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ABANDON

- ABANDON ONESELF
ACCESSIBLE

ACTION -

AFFECT .

THE "BEGINNING

BENEFACTOR

BRUJ

CHANGE] .

CHOOSING AN APPRENTICE
CLARITY -

CONSTANT

CROW '

_DEATH ‘ v
- DEFEAT _ Lo
"MOOD OF A WARRIOR

NIGHT

PASSING THE PIPE TO AN APPRENTICE

- PERSONAL HISTORY
POWER PLANT
RATIONALITY
REALITY

TRUTH
UNDERSTANDING - |
WARRIOR . y

e
==

A

- AGREEMENT FROM THE WORLD
- BATTLE

- DETECT MESSAGES

DEVIL'S WEED
.DIABLERO

'DOING -
DREAMING .

FEAR .. |
FEELING ;
EINDING. A*SPOT - =
" FLYING

FOLLOWING THE RULE
‘GAIT OF POWER
HANDLE - .

HOLES (IN SOUND)
HUNTER 6
HUNTING - =

- - IMPECCABLE

INACCESSIBLE ,
INDICATION [
e SR,

&
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(1) Continued

INDULGENCE
KEY JOINT
LEARNING
LITTLE  SMOKE -
MEETING WITH AN ALLY.
MESCALITO
“MIND:
MOVING
- NAMES ‘
NATURAL ENEMIES
NOT-DOING

PATH OF KNOWLEDGE
PATH WITH HEART
PERCEIVING. THE WORLD
PLACE OF POWER

PLACE OF PREDILECTION
POWER OBJECT-

RULE

_ SHADOW
© SOLID
SORCER.:R
SOUL :
THE SPIRIT
SPIRIT
SPOT
TRAP

I

TRUST IN‘ONE S PERSCJAL POWER

USING POWER PLANTS.

VENTURING INTOfTHE UNKNOWN

WILL
WORLD

AID
ALLYq

ALLYq ADVISING A MAN -

-

ALLY; CARRYING A MAN OUTSIDE HIMSELF

ALLY; FURTHERING A MAN'S KNOWLEDGE - -

ALLY; GIVING STRENGTH
"ALLY2 GIVING POWER
~ALLY1 GUIDING A MAN'

S ‘ACTS

ALLYi-REMOVING A MAV’S BODY

ALLYy , TAPPING A‘MAN
- BATTLE OF POWER

°

o

- /_’"
e

- -BECOMING ACCESSTBLE TO POWER
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BECOMING A MAN OF KNOWLEDGE

BECOMING ONE WITH THE ALLY.

BEING IN PERFECT BALANCE WITH' EVERYTHING
BRING ABOUT THE WORLD OF SORCERERS
CHANGE 3 SR ‘ ,
CLOSING ONE'S GAP . _ .
CONTROLLED FOLLY . . -
CREATING POWER OBJECTS

EMISSARIES .

ENGAGE A WORTHY OPPONENT o
FEELING THE LINES OF THE WORLD

FIBERS . '

FORCE

" EORCES GUIDING MEN'S LIVES

-

P——

GAP . . |
GETTING A HELPER . | ‘
 GETTING INTO THE OTHER WORLD:

| ' GRABBING ONTO SOMETHING WITH ONE'S WILL

GREEN FOG g :
‘GUARDIAN L

HAVING A FEELING TOWARD THE GUARDIAN
HELPER = A SRS
- HUNTING POWER

: ~

" INSTRUMENT

KEEPER " B

'LEARNING,TO BECOME' A CROW
LEARNING ‘HOW TO MOVE - -

- LEARNING HOW TO SEE
LINES OF THE WORLD .

2MAKING A SPIRIT €ATCHER -
MAKING SOMEONE SOLID (OR UNSOLID)

- MAN OF KNOWLEDGE OPENING ONE'S GAP
OTHER WORLD B |
OVERCOMING THE GUARDIAN'
OVIRCOMING THE GREEN FOG
TERSONAL POWER |
°IURCING A, SORCERER
FOWER - . .
RING OF -POWER | =
ROBBING.ONE'S SOUL | |
SEEING  ° |
SEEING AN ALLYj - T
SEEING THE ‘LINES 'OF THE WORLD

SET UP DREAMING | o
“SHIELD L . ///7"*J“
. SNEAKING BETWEEN THE TWO WORLDS. . T

.

SPIRIT CATCHER

G

. SPINNING WITH THE_ALLYl

L

P
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APPENDIX ‘D

A _DESCRIPTION OF THE ROLE OF CONCEPTS

IN DON JUAN'S SYSTEM

¢

Terms which are used to indicate £oncepts in this

system have been placed in single quotatggz/@arks.

1

1. Persons

o

0

N

‘The status of a person in don Juan's system de-
pends on the degree to which he has progressed toward B
the goal of 'becoming a man of knowledge'. Under the

guidance of a

'benefgctor', who is a 'man of knowledge',

" the 'apprentice’ usually 'learnsf to first become a
% 'hunter',. then a 'warrior',. as hé becomes engaged'i@

':,'hunting power' .and 'storing personal power'. When'a

'warrior' .has developed his 'will', he then becomes 32

'sorcerer'; a suffitient'condition for being a 'sor-
cerer' is the ability to apply one's 'will' to a 'key -

joint',

b

| ‘Toysome extent, 'sorcerer! and 'man of knowledge'
are intqrchadgeable,‘though only in informal discourse
where the distinction between 'knowledge' and 'sorcery’
" 1s unimportant. There is further latitude in: substitut-

ing 'brujo' or 'diablero'  for 'sorcerer’, though the
Spanish terms have:-further connotations and are not

themselves strictly‘interchangeable; a 'diablero' is a
'"brujo! who can adopt the form of animhls, and 1s :also
c0n513ered to practice “'black sorcery!'. -

. A 'warrior' nay become a 'man of knowledge' by
storing sufficient 'power'.. In order 'to. succeed at
this task, it is of practical necessity to 'tame an”
ally"'. - However, ‘there is no one act or event which

. transforms the.
Furthermore, a

cerer' or a 'warrior' or both, perhaps even a "hunter'. -

'apprentice' into a 'w-p of knowledge'.
'man of knowledge" may yet be a 'sor-

The loose concept 'man of knowledge' permits one to

view it as an attainable goal, and in this sense, there
are actual examples; however,, when the concept is :
.tightened by ‘giving necessary and sufficient conditions,

1472
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then by its very nature it proves to be unattainable,

for it is necessaryfto defeat the 'four natural ene-.

‘mies': " 'fear', 'clarity', 'power', and 'old age'.

Of course, the ldst enemy is invincible, yet must be -
,constantly fought off there is no finality in-
. '"becoming a man of knowleﬂpﬁh one 1is ceaselessly

engaged 1in this enterprise unt11 'tapped by one's
-death'. Nevertheless, for practical purposes, it is
useful to employ the loose sense of the term, and .in
Ffact don Juan nearly invariably does so.

When one is a 'man of. knowleage$ in this sense, it
is common for him to ‘select one or more 'apprentice' to
Beach his 'Knowledge . "This 1s done on the basis of

'omens'-which are 'indications' that those chosen (los
escogidos) have the aptitude and temperament required.
~for '"learning' (i,e.,'those who have already 4 suffi- '
. cient level of 'personal power'). Paradoxically, those
ho are qualified would never chqose tg ''learn' volun-
tarlly and must be “Ttricked” 1nto 1t Such is the
- "rule N - _ s
| » : \

'2; “‘Man. of Knowledge - -  '

\ 2 'Man of knowledge is the central concept in don
,#Juan S system; it is not merely a personal-goal, but
is a conC1se expression for the entire form of 11fe. The
. constant: 'struggle' -against the'*' four natural enemies'
~-and the hardshlps involved ‘in following the 'path of
knowledge' are more thanm amply compensated for by the
. - rewards brought by follow1ng a 'path with heéart'. The
hlghest achievement of -a 'man of knowledge' is 'seeing®
If a "man of knowledge' can 'see', he-need only follow -
'a 'path with heart'; his actions will always be appro—
priate beﬁause he will always be able to:'see' how- things
are. " When dealing wi'th his fellow men, a Yman of know—
‘ledge" will always exercise his controlled folly
evevythlng we do is 'folly but for one who - sees
it 1s p0551b1e to bring 1t under 'control'.

3. | Aspects of Persons ; '>=’,' __s‘Q'

14

‘Don Juan makes use of a 'body / soul' duallsm whlch
empha51zes tHe \limitations of the rational mind.. In many
instan€es, .it is-explicitly stated that it is the "body'

which -'learns' a particular activity’ or technique. In
N other 1nstanqes ohe 1is foroed to 'battle' for one's
‘soul’ against inimical 'fotrces' or 'diableros'. A

specific elaboratlon of either .concept is not available,
although "soul" and - w111' are intimately connected. The

o
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only implicitly disctissed in don Juan's attempt to de- = ©
emphasize the ‘activities of the 'rational’ orientation
of Castafleda's mind (i.e., "thinking';“'talking', 'under-

- standing', etc.); ‘his system of ‘knowledge' is- practical

" .in that one 'learns' by 'acting', not by "thinking' about
'acting'. : - S A e -

“'mind' is not an explicit concept in the system and is- .

4. - Personal Fa¢t0r5f4

‘Don Juan's teachings are personally directed, and

. 'in-order to "learn' it is necessary for tHe 'dpprentice'
» to undergo a significant versonal 'change'. - Although
"this 'change' is to occur suddenly and dramatically, -

considerable.preparation is ruwnirédiin the way?of tight-

ening his 1ife. Particular wnods -attitudes, States, .
"charac;eristics, kinds of b=l vio>r, etc., are to be cul- -
ﬂtiygted;ﬂ'othérs-eliminated. The only general.personaI

requirement of the 'apprentice' is that he have "the
spirit'. Negative featurds which gnust be .dropped . -from
1. life aresx "personal-history‘,'feeling”'self—imporj ‘
tant', falling intoA'routines', "indulging', 'abandoning .
.or self and being unwittingly 'accessible'., - S

o - As a 'hunter' the "apprentice "learns' how .to 'be o
in perfect balance with everythin-';. as-a 'warrior' he” -’
'learns' that in order to be ‘imp: . cable*, he must 'trust.
his personal power', whether it besgreat or small. He
must 'learn' to live like a 'warrior', and going to )
'knowledge'" as.one goes to'war involves being in a state
. of 'fear', but 'wide-awake'; he must have 'Tespect' ahd .
“yet have "complete assurance'.: His. 'unbending intent* as
he proceeds along the 'path of knowledge' will overcome . .
his !'fear"; _'courage' is not really an impoftant element
'in'thefmake-Upvof_a 'warrior', but.is merely discussed in
order to illustrate- the, disanalogy with 'will'. It is .~
advisable for‘the,lapprenticéﬂ to 'learn' the 'méod of -
a warrior' amd always "act! in that mood. The 'mood ‘of
a warrior' is a state of both full !control" -and ctomplete
'y'abandon'u Furthermore, a 'warrior! ‘is alwayS»"alert'
and " 'prepared';. he accepts full 'responsibility"' for .
his 'acts', 'using death as an advisor! while cultivating
complete 'detaChment"in the face of his immanent 'death'. e
This ,"detachment? is far from an acceptance of *death‘b
for a 'warrior' should be'preparedAonly-tode 'battle'; .
to 'struggle'; . he neVerﬁ‘abandQns himself" to -anything,
not even his .Fdeath'. SA'warrior's' 'life' is a. series-
of 'decisions" which he must make in the light of his .
inevitable 'death’; this gives his»'decisionsf’pqwer'.

‘/\L = ‘ ) . o /D | - : - v‘.b . : :_ ” :
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5. Act1v1t1es L B T i
o : : |
Since the only thlng whlch counts 1is actlon (in

order to- 'learn', one must tacklereverythlng O %elf),

the various act1v1t1es in which the 'apprentice} 1¢ en-
gaged under the guidance of the 'benefactor' co1stgtute

., the greater part of the" process of 'learning'. " Some

requlred instruction- i1h various techniques (e: 8.y walking

ith flngers curled to0 increase stamina; ingesting pey-

ts

e without becomlng il1l1). In setting about*'trlcklng \ -
the apprentice', the 'benefactor' sometimes:Xinds a B
'worthy Opponent' for him, usually a"dlabléko' or
'dlablera " this is done in order to fqrgcl the 'appren-
tice' '1earn more in order to surv1vé/encounters with
thlS enemy (e.g., don Juan induced- Casté,‘da to attempt

to 'pierce the sorceress “La Catallna&b Tamming the

hoof of a wild boar into her navel); :&n general " this
involves accumulating more 'personal; power , and speci-
fically, by 'learning' technlques Fq? engaglng a worthy
opponent"or’for surv1v1ng encounters witlh xnd 1
'forces' If one has a 'worthy opponent',; it 13 useless
“to attempt to fight by 'performing sorcerﬁhgiti power
objects' or even by 'getting a helper" t rentice
must persevere in trying to 'tame'an ally'. NgggTES

to .say, 'worthy ‘opponent’' provides suff1c1ent motivation
to 'learn‘ as a defeat by any -of these enemies is devast- .
ating; the apprentlce may be 'robbed of, hlS 'soul' or

he may even-die. :

Another of don Juan's 'tricks'-was to recapture
"Carlos' natural inclination for ‘hunting'. Thus he was
"led to "learn' to become a 'hunter', and engage in 'hunt-
- ing power', at which a 'warrior' must succeed if he is
to ‘become a 'man of knowledge®.. It is necessary .to
"learn' to become 'accessible' or ‘inaccessible' to 'pow-
er', and "learn' to merge  one's 'personal power' with the
'power' of the 'night' in order to master the technlque
for runnlng at night by using the 'gait of power' Also, 0
‘the . "apprentice' must 'learn' how to store personal ' '
power' (through a“feellng ) ‘and thu: Senefit from any
”'battle of power' He must be patleut however, and not -
try to 'meet with powers' too soon, for if one 'Venthres-
into the unknown' without suff1c1ent personal power" he
will find only 'death'. A 'warrior' has 'patience' be-
ﬁ"cause he_knows .that he is 'waiting for’ his will™; . his
'gap' is slowly opening and he mU§t develop his 'will®
in order to 'close-his gap" and '"make himself solid!'.
(The gap 'is a space between. the 'fibers' coming out
o frommpne S navel ) . oo

[P
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Other related activities are the making and use of
a fspirit/catchér':(for "tapping an ally' and 'detect-
ing messages' through 'holes in sound') and 'creating
power'objegts'. Tackling one's dreams in order to 'set

- .up dreaming' is a bparallel dctivity fér which it is mec-
€ssary to be asleep. The goal 1is to develop the ability-
to 'act! deliberatelv and 'control’ the"acgiyity of

C'dreua.. ng' to the extent that there is no ifference

between what one does while dwake and ‘asleep (ﬂspecially
with respect to accumulating 'personal power').' The

with unknown 'forces' is that the 'apprentice! may be
"trapped' by these,'forcesP‘before he 'learns' how to
deal with themn. . ' S .
" "Besides "hunting power', 'taming an ally' and 'learn-
ing how to see' aré the most important general activities
which comprise 'becoming a man of knowledge'; 311 other ~
activities are subordinate. "Taming -an ally' involves
'meeting with the ally' many times until the 'apprentice'
is prepared to 'tackle the ally'; - this involves 'spinning
with the ally'. 1If successful, th? 'appréntide' 'becomes

‘one with the ally' and can then 'summon the ally at will"',

The technique of ;;;gfﬁgi>i§ independent o the
activity of "taming gn ally", although the same 'power
Pplants' may be used as 'aids'. All éver _activity.
1s 'doing', which is everything that we know'how'@d‘dorm
to something;. this is what makes ‘the 'world! as it is.
"Not-doingf'iSvsimply 2le technique by which we cease
to constantly'create>Lne 'world' by 'doing’'. 'peeing’
~occurs when one- has succeeded in 'stopping the world' ,
throughothis-technique; - "seéeing' is not a matter of 2
'thinking' or ‘'talking', but of mastering the technique.
"This is one way in which a 'man of knowledge' may 'per-
ceive the world'; " he may actually. "feel the world' by
:using his eyes. A related technique . is to 'find a spot’
by Crossing one's €yes, separating the double image and
"feeliqg',any change which occurs between them'(e.g.,
change in hue of the 'colors'). v+ . . ' ' ’

When an 'apprentice"SUCceeds in 'becoming a 'man

of knowledge' he is not only able .to 'get into the other
world'; he may actually be able to 'bring about the )

" world of sorcerers'. by using the 'extra ring of power'
which.a 'man'offknowledge' develops.  ‘His ultimate goal,
however, will be to eventually 'sneak between the two -
worlds! (the"world of ordinary men' and the. 'worild of

-.sorcerers') and 'learn how to see''; after he accomplish-

~'es that, he need no lcnger. live like a 'warrior', a 'sor- .

- cerer' or anything else. = - IR ' :



_ The collection and preparation of 'power plants',

as well as their use, requires 'following the rule', and
demands 'respect? for the "powers' with which one is
dealing. The 'apprentice' 'learns' that with their ‘
'aid', it is possible to engage in special non-ordinary
activities, e.g., 'moving', 'flying', 'divining' (seeing

- what is going on in other places), #'striking a blow at

~a listance', etc. The circumstances surrounding the use. "™
0. peyote are anomalous, for 'Mescalito' 1s a 'teacher' "

and 'protector!' rather than ‘an 'ally'.  He "teaches' the
right way to live, and is a 'protector' because he is
available to everyone. - Such encounters usually occur at

'mitotes' in the company of other 'peyoteros' who each
sing their unique,peyotevsongs_(which ave been taught to
them by 'Mescalito'). . ) , e

6. Significance

B Both public and:private 'experiences' or, events may
"~ have significance or import .in determining the course of
the 'apprenticeship'. The incredible 'experiences' which
the 'apprentice' encounters, both with and without the
aid' of 'power plants' must be 'interpreted' by the
'benefactor' in order to facilitate "learning'. (The
'benefactor's' role ‘is to point the way and 'ttrick'.)
.Thus after each session the 'apprentice' must give a ‘
full account of his 'experiences'. . Some aspects will be
considered gignificant\and‘influence thé means of 'learn-
ing' employed by the"genefactor'. -For example, the
presence of Castaneda’ unfavorable 'color' on the back .
; of the 'guardian' was.an 'indication' that 'overcoming
-, the guardian' was not his temperament, and that other
.7 méans-would have to be employed to enter the 'other

® . —
y /.' " s - . \ -
) « [ -~
SN

3 . i .- ) ~ . . - )

o 'T¥QMerob$eﬁvable e;gﬁf\fwith\a few exceptions, such

* as. the ‘flying or cawing of -'crows™)~may be taken as an
'agreement from the world'. . The timing is the crucial
factor; an event occurring immediately subsequent to.an
assertion may be taken as a reaffirmation. Crows flying
or cawing are invariably taken-as 'omens'’ by don Juan,
which mayfbe.'indicatiOHS’,about'Someone°(e.g.; his 'ap-
prentice'):although 'omens' and 'indications' are for the
most part independent. - However, other events may ‘also
constitute 'omens" and need not-all be construed post
facto. The occurrence or non-occurrence of a particular
event may be’SpeciTied in ddvance as determining, oné or
another course of 'action'. S o -

A
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. Places, directions, colors, names, and other means ,
of orientation, may also have a particular significance.
On some 'spots! (sitios), one ’feels'_natUrally‘happy'-

and strong; on others, one may becomeé wéakened and even.
physically iIl. Specific 'colors', having the same effect
are usually associated with each kind of 'spot'. Thetre

are 'places of power' where one may 'tap power' by.means

of various techniques. and a 'place of predilection', -,

which the 'apprentice' requires as a focal point for, ..
'storing power', and which he will have until ‘he dies.
'Ditections' have certain significance, both according

to personal affinity and with respect to specific 'rules'.
which must be followed when practicing "sorcery'. The

'name' of 'Mescalito! and of one's 'ally' are to be used

in emergency only as invocation. When 'Mescalito' tells

the 'apprentic~' his 'nam: ‘a different one ‘in each. .

case) it -sigiiles full o °ptance by 'Mescalito',:and -

the 'apprent:. feed never narrate further 'experiences' -
for 'interp: “a-ion* in this respect,. but i1s capable of
“'learning' e-:alito's' lesson himself. 8 )

[

7.  Entities - f Dual Nature .

In don . .an's system, a physical object may be im-
bued with n- -natural properties, thus becoming.a 'power
object'.. A bHrujo' uses certain 'power objects ', which -

are- 'instruments', in “ﬁerforming'SOrCery';r however, .
this is only necessary when he 'does not yet have an 'al- "

ly'. 1In comp%rison;"instruments’ are mere toys.
: N o ; ,

! -

'Strings' and 'spirit- catchers'. are not 'instruments' -

and are not used to 'perform-sorcery'; rather, they play

a role in. the activitieS-atche 'place of predilection'
and 'places of power' respeétively. In-preparing. a 'bed

. of strings" the “'strings' 4dre rocks which must-“be .placed
~'in a circle; they have to be tossed by the 'bénefactor'
and picked up the .'apprentfice' with no mistakes?, since -
leaving a "string''lying around loose could mean death
for'either}one.of.thEm» A 'warrior' gains strength by

lyine  a 'bed of strings'. 'Spirit. catchers' are fib-
ers’” . -h are used -to lure 'spirits' ‘when one wishes to
"tag r power'; “they make a wailing 'sound if plucked

when Ce

. © On the other hand, 'power plants"iare used as an
'aid', and are the normal meanstby)which'an/"&pprenticéﬁ o
'tames an ally'. . The two 'allies''presented in don Juan's
system are the 'little smoke' and the ‘'devil's weed'; an
'apprentice’ must eventually choose only one. . The 'little
smoke' has the advantage ‘of being ‘constant' ‘in that it

B
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is predictable and does not require 'following a‘ruleﬁ
for its use, ‘whereas the"devil's weed' is not 'constant’

‘but gives-a man superfluous 'power' and one may' become

enslaved‘by it. 'Mescalito' like an.'ally', is also a
'power'; but not an 'ally' because he cannot be 'tamed'
and is available t& ®veryone (i.e., anyone can ‘collect
peyote kuttons and 'learn' 'Mescalito's' lessons from
encounter1ng him.upon ingestion. ' -

8. - Non:Materlal Entities

The most general term used to designate non-mater-
ial epntities in don Juan's system ‘is 'force';A this
1nc1udes 'powers"', splrlts', guard1ans , etc.  Two
important kinds of 'power' are 'aids' such as  the 'allies'

zand" 'll', which 'is.a 'force' linking a man to ‘the

'world' The 'apprentice' must 'tame an ally' and de-
velop ‘hi 'will' in the course of 'becomlng a man ‘of
knowledge S

’«’Splrlts' are of two klnds those which are either.

;powerless or inimical, and those Wthh have gifts of °~

'power'. - The latter are sometimes’ called alllesﬂ, a
possible ambiguity in the system. It is 1mportanh.here
to draw the exp11c1t distinction between 'helpers " whlch

re: 'spirits' from 'allies', which dre 'powers" A
'dlablero' has an 'ally', but usually gets a 'help
- first from the ‘other world'. The “guardian' is the
'keeper" of the 'other world' and may be considered o
sunique although it takes a different form for everygqne.
It is similar to the 'green fog' in its unlversal ac
ce551b111ty it is always there.

3
MDeath' is pr1mar11y regarded as a presence, imeév-
ertheless it functions as an entlty It is personal
and has. an exact location at arm's. length to one's left
It is also possible to catch a gllmpse of it if one. 15
not too 'solid', or perceive its. ‘warning as a chill. ‘A
'Wwarrior!' is constantly aware of 'death' and uses it as
an advisor when things become unclear. However, 'death®
is- nelther a"force' nor a’ personage. ' '

e

« In don Juan's- ontology, there are other ent1t1es

_which one is able to perceive only with the taid' of

4,

¢

'power plants' or after one 'learns to see'. Upon 'learn-

\.};ing'tobbecome]a crow', -the dbprentlce w1ll possibly - E
~~ meet the 'emissaries of his fate,; in the form of 'crows'.-

~perceived as a 'crow' would see them One may perceive.

'holes' ‘ir sound as elements of a’ structure and 're-

ceive‘messages through them, or. perceive the 'green’

¢



fog' while in thé,presence of water (and with the as-
Sistance of the 'water spirit!) and 'learn' how to use
it to 'move' wvast distances.  - '

: When_gqg;ngths'to séeﬂ, he 'sees';thé,'lines of
the world", Tines of 1light which connect eéeverything to
everything else. " He also pérceives a man as a 'luminous

.egg', a bundle of circulating 'fibWers' of light from head

from the items of a 'path with heart'.

to navel, with arms and legs 'seen' as bristles of 'fib-
ers” shooting out. A man who has developed his 'will!

‘'will have a 'gap' in the 'fibers' close to his navel

through which his 'wili"® may shodt out and -"grab onto'
things as a mode of perception. However, 'will' is pri-
marily used to affect things,  and a sufficient condition
for being a 'sorcerer' is that one be able to use one's
'will'. ' The practice of 'sorcery' (in the narrow sense)
is merely the application of one's 'will'-'to a 'key o
joint'. © S S :

As the 'apprentice"puré §"know1edgé'g it becomes
increasingly difficuls to reggzﬁ 'solidity! (e.g., by
being submerged in water); similarly, as his 'will' de-

- velops, his "'gap' widens and -he must develop new Jshieldsf

(e.g., against.the 'allies') lest ."death! should enter

- through the. 'gap' in his 'will' before his time is up. ,
Ordinarily our "doing' is our "shields’'. against the.'foy-

ces' of the "world'; a 'warrior' must make new 'shields"

N

When one becomes a. 'man of knowledge"', one 'learns'

‘to hook his extra 'ring of power! (which is normally

hooked onto *doing' in order to create the 'world') to
'not-doing' in order to Create the 'world.of‘éorcerers'.'
For example, he may appear to several people simultan-
eously and be,pgrceived-by each in a different guise,

o , : N v

9. EEiStemdlogyg 5%  .

The 'world' is“Wwhitever we. perceive, in any.mode
Qf_perception.we_employ.' Whereas an ordinary man can -
only-use his senses, a»’man_€$ knowledge" may also per-+
ceive with his 'will' and by 'seeing'. When one-Can
'see', one realizes that the 'world' is just a descrip-
tion, and neither the 'world .of ordinary men' nor the
'world of sorcerers' (the 'other world') is 'real! or
rather they are both equally 'real' in that they can

D

~both ®act ‘on the perceiver'. 'Reality' thus is mainly
what one 'feels'. A 'real world!' without'a’perceiver,
is a'cpncept.empty of practical import, and since don

7_Jpan's-system:is_supremely praétical, this amounts to

>



saying that the only
Similarly, objective
'action' is the only
is said to be .'true’
'warrior'

doing" respectively.

Both 'explanation' and
emphasized because. they play

system. For the mos
'explanations'
- 'sorcery"
his own unsatisfacto
- iences'
terpretation'
portant;

of the

greater part of the
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than 'explanation',
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imppftant "reality' is subjective.

"truth" is an empty concept. Since
thing that counts, whether a thing .
‘or 'not true' is immaterial; e a

'acts' in either case,

t

which are consisten
in order to lead his

T

a man is capable of
‘what may be 'understood'
'knowledge' which the
'rationality!
'acting' and

y attempts to 'explain®
which are incompatible with

‘to do 'doing' or 'not-

'understanding' are de-
only a minor role in the
.part, don -Juan maintains that
t with his system of
'apprentice' to reject
his 'exper-
a 'sorcerér's' 'in-
'Understanding' is unim-
'handling' far more thanc\u
» and this constitutes the N
"apprentice’

is 'learning', not
'experiencingg rather

'woTld!'.
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APPENDIX E

A CATEGORIZED LIST -OF CONCEPTS
IN DON JUAN'S CONCEPTUAL SYSTEM

1. Persons

T MAN DE_KNOWLEDGE .
APPRENTTCE

BENEFACTOR

HUNTER’

WARRIOR

SORCERER

BRUJO . _

DIABLERO |

"WORTHY OPPONENT

PEYOTERO

2. Man of Knowledge

NATURAL "ENEMIES
PATH OF KNOWLEIGE o
PATH WITH HEART
CONTROLLED FOLLY

5
3. Aspects of PersonSr
BODY ‘ o -
- SOUL S ' .
MIND ‘
4. Personal Factorsvjf' i
CHANGE o ;
‘THE SPIRIT . , =
..~ PERSONAL HISTORY
. SELF~IMPORTANCE
- ROUTINE e )
INDULGENCE e
ATTACHMENT a
ABANDON ONESELF
,ACCESSIBLE '
"ANGER
-SOLID.
COURAGE
DEFEAT
FEAR . |
WIDE AWAKE

RESPECT . -

| o
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ABSOLUTE ASSURANCE

MOOD OF ‘A WARRIOR

CONTROL

ABANDON =

BEING IN PERFECT -BALANCE WITH EVERYTHING
UNBENDING INTENT ] . .
PATIENCE 4 o .- s

ALERT . , - S

PREPARED o .

_IMPECCABLE
'TRUSTué¥ ONE'S PERSONAL POWER
RESPONSIBILTTY .~ ]
DETACHMENT - Ty -
DECISION T
STRUGGLE -
CLARITY A : . .
OLD AGE 3 . o o
PERSONAL POWER -
TIGHT = - o
STRATEGY o
~ WELL-BEING " .,
- LIFE - .7,

4 . - T e

5. Activifies

BECOMING A MAN OF KNOWLEDGE
'LEAhNING o -
. BATTLE -~ = = - : ,
~ TRICK ' _ - L . \ A .
HUNTING® P ~ ' o :
TAPPING - :
TRAPPING -
‘AFFECTING
“THINKING . , - _
TALKING o R o
CMITOTES . % | G A
" ENGAGE A WORTHY OPPONLNT :
. CHOOSE AN APPRENTICE e
 HUNTING POWER . .. ’ S
BECOMING ACCESSIBLE TO POWER C oy
STORING. PERSONAL POWER - :
BATTLE OF POWER
MEET WITH' POWERS = \
CREATING POWER OBJECTS L
GAIT OF POWER SR
GATHERING POWER,PLANTS =~ s
PREPARING POWER PLANTS
USING POWER PLANTS




DREAMING

SET UP DREAMING -
MAKING A SPIRIT CATCHER
USING A SPIRIT CATCHER
TAMING AN ALLY .
TAPPING AN ALLY

MEETING WITH AN ALLY
TACKLING THE ALLY |
'SPINNING WITH THE ALLY
BECOMING ONE' WITH THE ALLY
SUMMONING THE ALLY .

THE "ALLY REMOVING ONE'S BODY

7

THE ALLY CARRYING A MAN OUTSIDE'HIMSELF

THE ALLY GUIDING A MAN'S ACTS

THE ALLY. FURTHERING A MAN'S KNOWLED“E

THE ALLY TAPPING SOMEONE
.THE ALLY HELPING A MAN
THE ALLY. ADVISING SOMEONE

- THE ALLY GIVING A MAN STRENGTH'

AN ALLY GIVING POWER
. RULE .
FOLLOWING THE- RULE

. PERFORMING SORCERY WITH POWER OBJECTS

PIERCING A SORCERER
LEARNING HOW TO MOVE

MOVING -

FLYING

STRIKING A BLOW AT A DISTANCE
DIVINING

DETECTING MESSAGES |
BEING TAPPED BY ONE'S DEATH
USING DEATH. AS AN. ADVISOR:
SOMETHING ROBBING ONE'S SOUL
LEARNING HOW TO SEE

DOING -

NOT-DOING

STOPPING THE WORLD

SEEING ,
SEEING PAST EVENTS

G

FEELING , oo

FEELING  THE WORLD

«FEELING THE LINES OF THE WORLD

"EINDING A SPOT -
PERCEIVING THE woRiD
GETTING INTO THE OTHER WORLD

HAVING FEELINGS TOWARD THEﬁ@UARDIAN

- OVERCOMING THE GUARDIAN
OVERCOMING THE GREEN FOC
GETTING A HELPER .

- BRING ABOUT THE WORLD OF SORCERERS
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VENTURING INTO THE UNKNOWN
WAITING FOR WILL

OPENING ONE'S GAP

CLOSING ONE'S GApP

- MAKING SOMEONE SQLID SN

6. Slgnlf cance

~AGREEMENT FROM THE WORLD
. OMEN
‘INDICATION

~CoLoR . T Y -

SPOT
PLACE OF PREDITECTION
-PLACE OF POWER -
DIRECTION

NAME -

BEGINNING

LS' Entltles Of Dual Nature

INSTRUMENT f
-~ POWER OBJECT =~ _— o

- SPIRIT CATCHER . ' ‘ 4)

STRING : )

PLANT \

POWER - PLANT

PIPE"

LITTLE SMOKE
DEVIL'S WEED
MESCALITO :

WIND | b

"LIZARD
- CROW S -
CONSTANT . "

8;‘ Non Materlal Entltles

FORCE - o
POWER , o
PERSONAL POWER -

~AID R

ALLY -

WILL

SPIRIT

" HELPER

'KEEPER ..
GUARDT AN

o
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DEATH

. EMISSARIES 7
HOLES (IN SOUND) -
GREEN FOG ~
LINES OF THE WORLD
FIBERS. o
GAP -

KEY. JOINT

SHIELD

“RING OF POWER
NIGHT

. SHADOW

9. 'Epistemology’

" THE WORLD- :

- THE WORLD .OF .ORDINARY MEN
" THE WORLD OF “SORCERERS,

'THE.WORLD'ACTING-QN SOMEONE

"REALITY

" .TRUTH .. ,
EXPLANATION
UNDERSTANDING
‘HANDLING ,
RATIONALITY - .

e

i ~

v
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