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ABSTRACT

[

The major purpose of this study vas to identify and have Judges
apply criteria for evaluating children s books on the visual arts for
kindergarten and elementary-age levels. A second maxor puﬂf%se was to-

- identify major categories of art educationpcontent under vhich a book

i

might be classified.’ The third purpose was to apply the selected .

e

evaluative criteria to 46 books to serve as a guide for art teachers

and to. complement ‘the' Elementary Art Curriculum Guide for Alberta. (1969)

Criteria for children s book evaluations were identified after

investigating those used by experts in the field including\outstanding
: ;ereviewers judges for the Newbery-Caldecott Award and- judges for the

r e
Children 8 Biennial Book Show. A(:gfdy was also made of some 'of the

P

: children 8 classics. An evaluativ?,instrument entitled Selected Criteria .

for Judging,Children s Books on the Visual Arts was developed and '.

comprised criteria on All—Inclusive (Gestalt) evaluation, the quality of

Illustrations, the quality of Text and a Technical Evaluation covering

’
LY

typographical aspects ‘of the book being judged.. Five expertﬁifdgg‘ "

evaluated four randomly selected children 8 art books. Revisions of
| _

the instrument were made. A one-way analysis of variance with repeat :

. measures was computed to obtain measures of reliability of the scores 2¢&¢7?

3 T

T ern

# of the judges.l Thé crigsria were validated in all categories exc‘

- that of All—Inclusive (Gestalt) Judgment. Current litera' e about the :

o

content.of art education programs was reviewed and four

e" ories‘wereﬂ o

identified for evaluating the book'including,

B A R o <y el

N IS E S L e



L . : A C ‘o
. . 4 v LA |

N AN TS
L L Y
y ‘ .

\

W 'Evaluation and judgment about art objeq;s.

e, . i.{k\
2, Production or creation of art objects. s {' * - ‘,,’$'

3. 'Underatanding and‘awareness'ofvaesthetic qualities. - o
" 4. Information on the hietoricel development;Adignificance

[ . Y

[
+

and medning‘of art fdrmS'in‘culture. o ﬁ

\', ' t.

belieges this i'gtrument could be a useful tool in directing arb ,
I . wl _— ‘!} *

teachers attention to those dimensions of children 8 books on art :hat

\
. 1 o

chntribute to their merit as well as in identifying*books fon children .

. on the content of ‘the visual arts as defined in . this studz/// BN

1 . \

renamed Typogr c, and. Technical Evaluation. - _°“

It is recommended that further refinement of the Selected o
« *_ . .
Criteria for Judging Children 8 Books on the Visugl Arts be done and

Tfurther tesearch be done in the area of children 8 own preferences for

lbooks on art. The criteria.might also be revised and applied to K B LA
‘ . REVERIaE
aesthetically pleasing books onsa wide range of Subject matter Eor all

l

. ]
“1.. i H

. age categories. ,The instrument &ight be validated for use bg general #;

u

classroom teachers,,schqol 1ibrarien$ and other a&ults such as parents. i
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'education; *One’o

educators, psy{?
E employed to :7 lop self’ nd group instructional art kits, manuals on

\ \'I l, “-l ‘v' ' “/ ““.'\ ‘ ““' ! !
) ‘ / ) S : ) ...\ vy f
. ) . ' [
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J.% 7 .+ INTRODUGLION TO THE PROBLEM - Lo

, Co
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R

University. Attend:;/by many leaders in art education and related~ ‘i“.

@ields,.tnisssenina‘.. amined currentﬂe;ened@ y and secondary art

I3

Py
o
.

logist “and specialists in related ields should be -

AR

idual students, teachers and parents, sets of
. f' Yo _‘ \_“
reproduct Ons, slide sets, tape and disc recordings, 8 m m. films and

\

\
is
[
St
i

art for ind}

Also recommended was the
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publications for children to examine and read along with other ‘ _"'*n

' resources. The Canédian Society for Eduﬁation Through Art (1969)

in its policy statement for teaching art says "A variety of rnference

Y 0 " N
“

materials—-both print and non—print media——should be readily lﬁ o fe‘. o

v
"

aCcessible (p 5) n ?{-»hil~“gi;. J‘Q'i:h;,‘”,:-li ; ..‘ ‘_v”} . “b‘ TT »

v o -

The Alberta{?epartment of Education, after a careful study
. K Lo T
o a ! ¢ T

’and reeassessment of the place ofdart in the curriCulum, published ’ ;o

\- i '1“ T

~:in April 1969 a new Elementary Art’ Curriculum Guide (1969) One‘

/ .

of the dmportant tools in implementing the new art program is- having ‘:,ﬁxg

o, ™.

‘"availéble suitable art books. The investigator fouhd after studying

N ¥ ‘

J,the guide, that although it provided ample references for films and \\“

for teaching manuals in art there were few references provided for

: .;.xw"? ‘ [ AR S
. children s art literatune in the form of picture books useful in art .

| learning.3 There were almdst no references for self-instructional art
. N ;m(‘ e 2 : ! .

},books, espeoially for ﬁhe primary grades.y* SRR ~lu‘\ifT,pr““§: '? ﬂ"A

children,sibooks that "Thousands

disposable (in the words of“moreykhan'
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fselection of books.‘ Kamra further,states "There is a need to develop

) S o o ‘

IR Cy .

,’
more preciseninstruments fdr,evaluating the various components of

Foar "' R B et
school 1ibrary collections (p.-95) Yooy -3 A, AR

v

I !
R .
u‘ ~~

B "In summary, ‘the nroblem for study ariSes out of an awarenessl} .
‘ )that in art education in Alberta, there has been a lack of suffiﬂlent ‘
,reference lists ot‘children.sbooks oh the visual arts to aid classroom‘\

UEERVEENE _
teachers in implementing the art program as stated in the Elementarz
; Art\burriculum Guiderl This lack may be due to the need to develop .d, '

- -u. : . ' S

precise criteria to evaluate children sbooks on the visual arts. fhe ~ X

S

ot "J .
investigator studied the procedures followed by juries in selecting

L
award winning children s picture books'such as‘theJCaldecott Award

;gfiand the books-for the Children s Bienniala_ook Show, and found that

v»_n - ,‘; © N

writings by auch authorities on children s books on the visual arts

,‘=-t.< .

i

2 as Marantz (1965), Thompson (1970) and Reeds(l970) stated no explicit

criteria for selecting high\quality children 8 hooks on the visual arts.‘-

ooks on the visua fartszfrom the trash", andmaecond ‘it

\




iy o . ‘
b \. ‘ . 4 l
i . \ o
help supplement «the book 1ist recommended for use by children in the

Elementary Art Curriculum Guide for Alberta.

Statement of the Problem

‘ '

. P

The major purpose of thia research will be to idgnti?y and have
bﬂudgcé'dpplyAauitnble criteria for evnlﬁnting children's book; on ch;

visual arts which would include picéure books and selfainstructxonaln
'artvbooks. Such criteria could be used by art teachers for choosing o
‘suidgble children's books o; éhe visual arts.

The second mnjorfpurposef%f the study will be to develop a
“chefk-11ist- of seven majorhéqtegories of art eduéa;ion content with
 wh1ch a book might deal and which»co;ld:indicate whether the book
would provide information uﬁder‘gnyjpk all of chese major content
Scategoriés.. These catégbries.shoulé be consiscént'Qifh current art
edqgatioq theory.and practice.

The Ehird;purpo;g’of the study concerns application of the

‘criterfa by.the investigator to a list of 46 boqks as a guide for

' L ) S . . ' .
the tedcher and interested adults. Th%s-liqt of Books would supplement .

¢

the list'recommendgd f§r use by children in the Elementary Art Curriculum’

.
-

Guide for Alberta. T v ¥

’ f o
' L N f : . R *
. 3 .
.

Def%nition of Terms' .

\\

f
. 7,
-

. ~ s _
" For the purpose of this study the investigatorcwould like the

‘m“ R .
53 . : ’ .

W

1{6110w1n3 terms understood.

.

. “f" 'iesthetié or artistic exgeriénce ‘(Arnheim, 1966) 1s the

T T~ ' N

e N
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cxporienco of a work of art when it is onjoynble, persuasive,
¢

.

qtimulating, disturbing or othorwiso cvacative of our senses,

All-Inclusive or Gestalt FValualion. An instantpneous first

[1Iomp1ete improssion of an object by nko obaerver This impression
takes in’ the whole object without going into detuiled_obscrvations.
. Children's Books on the Visual Arts,  Chdpman (1967) ‘and

N

Anderson (1965) have identified the content or s bject matter of art

‘worthy of study in~echool art programs ang have been particulariy

.helpful to the 1nVestigator~in idencifying the four cntegories of art

Lol A

‘content of books which are exanined in the study. These are:

& -

- 1. Evaluation and judgment of art objects.
A . 4

2. Produccion or creation of art objects.
3. Promoting understanding and awaneness of aesthetic

'

qualities of everyday 'life. ..
4, Information on the‘historical development, ;ignificance

and meaning of art forms in culture,
These booke are written at a levelvsuitable'for use by children and
day contain fboth text and pictdres. Books which are read to
children by adults are aleo.included Children 8 eelf instructional
‘art books (those concerned with art production) and children s
picture hooks dealing wi;h any or all of the above four categories
of content are included in this definition. For example Borton's book ' -

{ ¥
Do You See What I See? concerns categories one and three and

-
[N

Chase 8 book Famous Artists of ehe Past concerns categories one, three
}‘ . Y
z‘ - C . vi""f;', . -

and four. . A .
/ E r BT S
el .

i
B




- . ' \ I ‘ ‘
Formuﬁ. physicnl qunlitioa of a boaok such as lts aiée ~and

o+

thickness, the wny it feela when’ handled, its vertical or horizontnl
balance, 1its total size and page proportions.
Form. the arganization (deoign) of all elements which make up -

I
[ .

the work of art.

"Gutter or trough margin. the margin in the genter of the book

N

 where it 1is bound. ‘ Y

Layout. The way tipe and illwstrations' in a‘bOOK‘ 1nterrelute

-

and fit onto the page format. P

.Y Leading. Interlinear space. ~In metal-type compositiunﬂthiu
strips of lead, below type helghc, are used to spuce out lines.of typéf
- ] . w
j> Legibilitzﬁ ,(Tihker, 1963) concerns perceiviné letters and
words and with the reading of continuous printed material
Plot (Geqrgiou, 1969) a series of progressing, 1nter—relaued

'

Y _ 4 el
. " acQlons leading to a climax in the story. .

Points and:- Picas ‘(Craig,.197l), two basic meéasuring units used

in typography. Twelve points equal one pica. Six picas equal one inch.

The Logical Structure of the Study

. x { o
The logical structure of this atudy-was'based firstly on a

gimilar inatn{ment used by Kamra (1969).. Kamra s instrument set forth

criteria for evaluating the illustrations of picture books and for
fufmat.ﬂkamra u;ated that her ctiteria.for evaluacing of picture
2§oks:were buaeu'on'both baé;c*principles of auuyand on'?hether”thg

; 111us_£rati§ns"c;eated the muocf gf tfxe story in a~'ﬂanne: unde;'gtandaﬁle

. B
» . -
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\quality and.those books of superior quality.. In this way characteristics

‘ were expanded to include mora detail and. two other important
, qualities of children s books on the visual arts were added

'“for evaluation.v the technieal quelities of the book as FU‘ ~ | “{fA

’

. ‘ RS ) .
. ‘ . B ' . 7 .

+ to the intended reader. Howevér, her inﬂt;ument4included only genersl

L criteria evaluating illustrqtions ‘and format of plcture books Secondly,

D \

the inVestigator incorporated in the atudy those criteria used by art
!

' experts, such as the juries judging illustrations in children 8 books

for the Caldecott Award for excellence in 1llustrations and for the
Children' s Biennisl Book Show. 'Thirdly, study was also made of the ,

views of the experts in the area oﬁ'q&ildren 8 books on the visuel arts

N

such as Marantz (1965) and experts of children 8 literature such as
Thompson (1970) and Reegd, (1970). Froe these sources it was indicated .
to the investigator that certain~common‘triteria had been used in

judging picture books, which were implied in their writings. Fourthly, °

*

-

a study by thé investigator, of outstanding children s books on the
J . . . ‘ .
visual arts showed these books to have some commonrcharacteristics.

A comparison by the investigator of these outstanding books with a
random selection of children.s books on the visual arts showed o
considerable difference between those books of average,or inferior
found in high quality children's books on the visual arts became /‘

obvious. These criteria were the ones which the. investigator ettempted

to identify in the Selected Criteria for Judging,Children s Books, ‘on the
U B ) } - S )
Visual Arts. - R Co ' Cow
’ - Lo
The . criteria identified in the literature were. orgsnized .

!

‘ .

under eategories similar to those used by Kamra (1969). They

I3 “Aa

.




:>ves;igator.

.

aeven areas

)

described by Tinker (1963) and the content as it waé\related to the

of art content which are acknowledged by\art educators

today. These categories are examined on page‘38 of Chapter Three;

A, t

. The instrument also has a category which fclétes the book being

judged to the age of the child for whom it is sui%ed.‘ This was stated

as importgnt by Ocvirk (1Q60)4:Smith (1953) and Cainciolo (1970).

’ .

«
\

Basic Assumptions Maintained by the .Investigator

The

1.

1

following basic assu%ptiong wcreVmaincained by the .

That books, including those for children 8 use,vcan be -an

- -0
>

important tool for aiding art learning,
.AOQD Voo

That children are pa:nrally inclined toauge colorful

W
0 “F ’

picture books, ' ! L , e

That most .children have a natural aesthetic sense of "

design which will develop rewardingly‘in an artistic

énvironment cf be stunted or handicappedhin ah unsuitable

. environment,

That with the aid of thc instrunént'developed‘in this,é:udy;
. . . . ‘(}' . ! L ’_ N

ja‘suicabli'informedfadﬁlﬁ ccn make aAtelatively.

5.

’4‘Successfu1 selection of books which yill appeal to

i

| ”children. R | ,
Lo _,\\ Co- : 4
Thac arc teachers ‘are - experts in the field of art ’
Leduca:ion. 7 h
N -
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. i . ‘

_Lihitatibnsdof the Study
. B | |
- .. The investigstor'plgced the following limitetions upon the
N 1. The judges of the books were not~dhesenyat¢randdm3ffomﬂthe ;
general population but weredart‘esperts. . :;
2. There,ate other ériterie'fer;judging children's books on the
visualherts than those c?it;riaichosen:.‘ | | |
b 3. The:study is limited to theuehildtenis books’on the visual
arts available in the Curriculum Libtar?, Unisefsityfof
- ,Alberta. | : R o ‘; S =0

4, 'Adult judgment only was used in evaluating the books

: Ly
¥
- ‘

" 5. .The criteria used were for judging specificaldy children §.r

books on the visual arts.not books of valuevto adults for

.
gy

their own use when teaching art to children.
\

6. - The study was limited to children 8 books on the visual °

' . arts.

Signifieence oflthe Studylfof‘Art Edueation}
L ._; E . .-
'.‘"!g EERN . . s
The ‘area of assessing children 8 books on the visual arts "is as

\)

yet largely uncharted. The development of a list of clearly stated

criteria should be of benefit to teachers and other interested adults ,;

5 “a

"-b,in seijcting children s art books.A These critetia could a190 be of f

+

future writers o children 8 books on the visual arts in their

i selection of eppropriate subject matter.,,“, ;),d’(Akiu ,’l‘” et

The compilation of a list of children s books which are . s



' .
N .
. 10!
g
W
N N
i v
\

categorized écc0r@ing to the various art knowle ge' areas stated in the

' Seleqted Criteria for Judging Children ) Books o the Visual Arts

\
»

\ \1 :
\'nshould be of use to classroom teachera and other nterested adults

”

, \
The listing of 46 books is suggestive of how" the Selected Criteria for

Judging,Children s_Books on the Visual Arts can be applied but this s’

not an. exhaustive list Many other titles could be added The book

list so arranged should be helpful in presenting the art program '

!

&contained in the Elementary Art Curricubum Guide for Alberta.

'
¢



.CHAPTER II

+ REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE AND RESEARCH
. R . C '

[ v oy .-

)

. ~ . }

. . i
.- . ¢ : ‘ [
. ¢ . » s
: D 4 0

"' This chapter presents a review of resigiqh and liEErature ‘
: c o ¥ \
related to this study. The review, which is divided into seven .

parts, does the followingT i DiscusseS'the-procedures the
. ,

\investigator used to find su}table criteria,for evaluation oi
\, :

children '8 books on the visual. arts 2.0 Discusses Gestalt or all—

St

~

inclusive judgment (Lansing, 1957) of art objects and the applicatipn

..;.th‘

| 5, Deals with technical aspects of books suitable for children and

;?“Criteria uséa 1n‘rva1u5:1n Childrén"

-‘the efficiency with which children can read them .Q, Covers

‘ages. .t [ SRR ,7;,\;

‘to all-inclusive judgment of children s books on the visual arts.g
3.7 Delves into illustrations, and their suitability for children 8

books 4. Looks at the text as pertaining,to children s books L

- ’

.
claasificatioh of content found in‘children 8 literature and the

categories which are. used'in the instrument for this classification.‘

1i7; Deals with the choice of suitable books for children of various .

AN . N Lt :
) |
. .

A .": . X \< "", ‘ - T ;A'u;

It ‘was’ necessary in this study toxreview some litersture on

F; ;ways of arriving at suitable criteria f&r judging children sbooks on- the

77;}visual arts.g Thqmﬂbon (1970) claims the characteristics of

diatinguished children‘

8 books are fine craftsmanship of the artist

e .
R B § .
. xb'-f-‘ ',, e A
.

~
t
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o in illustrating and’ the talent of the technician in reproducing it so

\

l A}
. wn,

that it extends a ohild s horizon, stirs his imagination and/or

I3

. rouses his emotions. The investigatorvmaintains that these

A

characteristics apply to all children 8 hooks including the

’ ' o
specifically defined books termed childﬁen Sbooks on the visual arts Schatz

(l967)$says thdt thenahility_to evaluate children ] picture books' 1is

! developed through a study of the booksﬁthat haVe become classics, Such - .

as Alice's Adventures in Wonderland illustrated by Tenniel and by

_reading picture books of high artistic worth such as eeing Red by

Robert I. Wolff These suggestions were followed by. the .
investigator in. this study Klemin_(l966),suggests that a.study be
made of the outstanding wark of the .artists who are the pace setters

of the illustrators of children 8 books. These are illustrators who

.rsuccessfully blend text,and illustrations s0 that the latter are an .

o

.literature to find out what criteria were used by the judges in

'V e
. . »
1 E *

\

integral part of the storx o . \ I
A survey by the investigator of the children 8 books on the

visual artsfa I’ble in the book stores and libraries in Edmonton,

lAlberta indicat d great variance in quality.‘ The inyestigator,

therefore, decided to look to the award winning children 8 art

-selecting the winners. In selecting the Newbery-Caldecott Book

~

‘hawards trained experts (the Newbery—Caldecott committee) select the .

.f‘winning books-without using a common set of written criteria. The ;§‘*l:!;

;cott awards are not based on the popularity of the book

A

The American fnstitute of Graphic Arts, 13 East 67th Street.

St L



,‘ﬁ exhibition of fifty of the nost outstanding children s books from th

N New York,,sponsors the Children s Biennial Book Show which is an ‘A

“,selectioﬁ Committee gives a verbal charge to the members of the jury,

9 . ,
point of view of typographic and artistic work "The chairman of the

V

v
- P

before they begin selecting, to consider whether 17 thé type ia

Vo s, ™, '

,eaay to read and interpretive of the character of the story and

[ ‘ e \ i%'@

/ “illustrations, 2. illustrations form a part of the context and appeal.‘

to young eyea,,}, binding has strength and practicaliti&*and
I O B

4. jackets are ah’ integral part of the book. Emphasis s placed by

SN

the jury dn the physical quality of" the books including paper,l “~’lﬂ
“reproduction, printing and binding, literary merit is considered only

in-so—far as it is reflected in’ th& Yisual design.' The demand by the l"Q
\‘
public for ‘the book is deighed in relation to its retail selling price

i

Ocvirk (1960& and Smith (1953) state that picture book o

'criteria based ‘both on basic

illustrations shairld be judged

t

illustrations cre fﬁﬂ the‘mdbd
L:writer found to be generally common to many other experienced children '8 ,T
./)'”ﬁrL art . literature reviewers-“?} “.'|f:Tff5f‘,- dﬁﬁ"*h']‘fre"] _,?“’
R RN Criticism 18 a personal business. _For'all the: . " .

: "}research and advice one:seeks and- finds, the

‘?\“[;ultimate choice" of books*read and" comments’ ‘made
.o -must be subjective, must reflect the bias of the

A.,criticu-—yThe ‘criteria for selection varied“"i

: ‘;according ‘to’ category. . Where facts were: i e

”’kiimportant, accuracy and comprehensibility werer.*‘f"l"; o




\

factors In more imaginative works\ the consistency
% .and appeal of the .atory were significant. Primarily :
. “the visual impact of the books---the way illustrations . - CN
;. . and text were integrated with the layout---was a . - ' .
- , very important ‘consideration, and above all those o
SRR books which supported the concept of value of P
e "individual interpretations were squght out (p. 1). \‘fﬂ.

'
g
R

, Georgiou (1969) states that bdoks have meaning to children only if they
H-';elate to thé children s experiences, the theme is clear, the book is . l‘f

appropriate to the developmental age level for which it is intended
andfthe ideas‘are worth'imparting to children. )Unlike Marantz, '

,Georgiou does not mention the importance of imaginative, remote themes.
Angoff (1970) says that children s books have alwaYs reflected the 5 Liy

'x"values and the mores of ‘the society that produced them.

;f}

In summary, both the experts on: children 8 literature and

Y

_Wpchildren '8, books on the visual arts, agreed thht children s books

__;»_. Y

\V'-should be at the child 8 level of understanding and that illustrationsjf“‘f
.should have\high artistic worth as measured by univérsal artistic

"-staidards.. In other words, illustrations should conform to the basic'
\ o oo ' : ‘ »

“‘principles of art. SR i_ »f'i{,.{_ﬂ““

o

Schatz (1967), Marantz (1965) and ThompSon (1968) and the award ﬁ“

I4

' judges choosing the awards for the Children 8 Biennial Book ShOW and

FITa

{fthe Caldecott Award mentioned the importance of integration of text }f

Tnd illustratipns and the suitability of type face and binding of

ﬁnbooks;. Thompson~(1968), Georgiou (1969) and Egoff (1970) maintain

nghat the books should have something important to say.tlf-“

o ' I i

Nowhere was there to be found:a}list of explicitly stated “;j”fﬁh”;g

“qlcriteriaxfo; use in evaluating children s books on_the visual arts.g“”
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erature by Various outstanding reviewers and award o
ated that numerous implicit criteria were common to all ?
,these criteria was used as a basis for creating the ' e
J” Selected ériteria for Evaluating Children ) Books/on the Viaual Arts. -
. S | .
. '.“v 3 ' '
Gestalt/or All-inclusive Judgment | . ¢ . o0
o S - TSR S Al
“; R :, '\l;“” : RN L ..‘ , l v ‘,'«l L f »‘ ‘ P“v ) !
o P '.‘* It was decided to include a/ section for evaluating by Gestalt
e ' “vt‘;"»‘ e - . .
or alm—inclusive judgment in the Selected Criteria for Evaluating e

R

Children's Books on the Visual Arts. Should a Gestalt or all-\\\/’f'

!

T RN S S T 8 R
' inclu?ive judgment made by the judges used in thiﬁ study prove to be

R

: ,‘stati?tically significant when judge s scores were compared such a ?;:‘!u
L M) _,\%.s‘, S - TN ki
“Xg ‘Judgﬁépt would save time and still accomplish accurate evaluation.ﬁ ;\I”fvf
o ‘.}ll.\v\\, . ;

SR
i A‘Lansi%gn(lQ57) compared a series o@/ﬂrawings made by each member of
\ N

R AR
Te } K »‘\.. H J . W

lementary students under different conditions of class and

T het ‘4( : ; A
‘ room sizé\ He:measured andlcompared creativity in the drawings of

+ V-

S xef. :
‘each dhild's series and employed a group of five graduate art

t ‘ ot

7;)’educdtion students to conduct these evaluations.
B J i ' ‘” ,"
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judges were all considered experts(én the field of art education.i“ .
Lansing Suggested that a study should be made to find out whether the T

\

m

judges‘need ﬂiactiqe with criteria before making\all inclusive .RF‘

Y W

judgments.' The inclusion in this study of a category for Gestalt or

L
i

’ all inclusive judgment of/children 8 books on the visual arts by art

experts WOuld serve to test the following questio;.\ Does all-

l‘%f} inclusive judgment of children s books on the visuel arts}bv J;tfll”ffsf ;wﬂ
'fh experts correlate significantly with judgment ot the same art books by \:1
‘ b . S5 Lo ‘- ‘Jl ;
the same expérts using a detailédllist of criteria for judgment?
: ]{c'f‘i'te\ri;'fag-';‘aagiagf‘1‘;1ascfa';1oﬁg:";,;»l, | 3 : }
. )s y -t‘i
fl : Miller & Field (1957) in commenting on the Caldecott medal
s ,: PRI

'l the imagination through the eye and draw something out of the‘observer kf‘

to mature the observer through stimulation. Furtheiﬂore, the ! -wﬂ.[ff“

4 . e REE
« 5 “

“_ions should be works of art.,’These gener 1 observations in _.v.ld:

3
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book awardsstated that thewartistic taste of the child would be j\
satisfied with the artistic taste of the adult. Smith (1953) feels ,«Ft‘

"‘ : : 10

: that a child's approach:to pictures is a literary one." The child

L] ' g
' -\‘< W i

wants the pictures to, tell him a story whichrhe cannot yet read .
L. Ca A‘ . l' "y .
Dennis (1970) maintains that presentation of high quality art examples

to children in suitable form will give them an opportunity to

Lo A
r discriminate andwtheir na&urhl aesthetic sense will be reinforced..

S W . ' .
' In the 3P153°“ of the investigator\illustrations which conform o

“the principles of art and yet. are appealing to children should be p L« 3

et :
. v» | / i .
: ' i ' ’ ' ' . ! o .'" N ' . IR : . :' ! . ! N K} L i
' . y . "
" Vo oo
| [ '
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Rafferty (1971) explored the Jelationship of children s ages,‘

>

‘vvsex and socio—economic status to their verbally stated preferences
‘ '?"for specific reproductio s of major art works.’ Reproductions used in 0
o ) v 6 e .‘ s

‘fqare study ranged from highly representationaluto abstract.' They rangedgf

I

”fin color value from delicate, uch as Renoir s lM:‘wo Young Girls to‘fit“

"ivivid suchvasiMatisse s "Cold Fish Ly The rendering of the subjects}

't“'varied from almost photographic (Rousseau s "Sleeping Gypsy") to child—'-

' *.r

oy

'n:?frlike (Matisse s "Gold Fish.") Rafferty found that age, sex and socio-
R . AT

i oot

ﬁieconomic status were significsntly related toHchildren s prefere : ‘lkswl

g o
he ;] A %

' 'fin reproductions of major art works Kindergarten children preferred iff




S ~ L

i) ' N \ 1
‘ Rafferty‘fou“d that older children chose more precisely
. \ * !

“execuCQd, detailed picﬂh%oa. Children ?f loﬁer socio%economic status

showed a preferenco [or abstract art twice na_pfton as did chlldron

. vof a higher socio—economic atatus, Lnrk Horowitz, Lucn and Lewia (1967)

. . "“1
noted thns children preferted contqnt wacﬁ'has presented At thelr level

- \ "

of understnnding' Generally étill 1ife ané abstracts were not popular.

I

They also found phat young children preferted simple c&mpositions

'

;" » \
with objects clearly qhown and thac their tnste for more complex

$ 0N

composicions intréased,yigh}agz, and ail ages indicated a preferenee
B ' {4 .' A ‘\1 i l [t| N
- for clarity. Dutton (M971) fo nd that chlldren s att preferences:

TR
. g
r‘f' i &(

@ere based on subjects with which they were familiar in their own atea

kY \

.ofhintereat} Raffe?ty found that,girls in grade four chosé picgores
depiotiné gigls and the boys*of this age preferred action”pictures,
although girls also liked cheae.l Lark—Horowitz, Luca and Lewis (1969)
» alao found children's color preferences began with bold simple bright

color '‘and prOgrspsed to subtle and more complex color. Rafferty found

ere 13 some evidence

cokgf prefe;ences changed with age from bright’ color without graduation
J'g

to more subdued colors. Raffert{ states t

that children prefer color to bgack!and white 1n paintinga. Children

o see details 1n‘a picture and enjoy‘them and also enjoy uncluttered
€f¥‘ .

‘Illustrations. Latk-Hotowitz ﬁQCA %Lewis (1967, p. .113) found that

.

)
3‘4,

almoat alﬂays boys draw men ﬁué a gitls d:aw women, which confirms

Ayl

Rafie:ty 8 findings. JohnBOn, Sickels and Sayers (1959) and

Arbufhnot (1964) clnim thac linear quality 1n p}cgure books 13 basic
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1 .
respond with a clearer understanding of color's ‘emotive power.

Kamra (19692 in her thesis entitled "An ivaluaﬁion of the
Fiction'Coileccioosﬂin the Elémen;ary School Libraries of an Alborta‘
School District''had a speciai catogoryuin her evaluapion 1hstrument
to cover the driﬁeria which peroain to pilcture books. The criteria

she useq in judging quality of pictoré books were:

1. the 1llustrations are imaginative

2. text and illustrations are integrated A

3, 1llustrations create the mood of the text \
4, the book 1s interesting to children o

5. 4llustrations\are of same artistic qpality

. as that accept ,by artists in judgment of

‘an art work. (p.’ 105) .

Kamra's criteria are based on-the writings of Smith (1953y; Johnson,

»
»

Sayers & Sickels (1959); and Fenner (1967) who say that good

i1llustrations should meet standards of composition, balance and form

- ° ” I3

\

and should be an integral part of "the type" and the book generally.:
They m?ntion that children should like the illustrations. ‘Pictures

and text should comprise a greater whole thﬂny;ﬁb‘two parts. Tho
illustrations should portraf both‘chjjf§m£l1ar and the onfamiliar in o

E?;ms of childboo@\@é}ception}; Thiaiappéafsﬁto contradict Rafferty's

s
'

(1971) findiogét . R - '
. ‘ * .

' | Ciancioio (1970) remarks that something of significance should .

" be said by the pictures to the child Picture books serve children as

an illusttated 1nformant and guide to the world about them. The
plctures and text must represent ideas at the level‘of the reader's

understanding and interest. . Ciaoiolo further states that the audience .

“should be* understood and reﬁpected The illustrator must have a‘

feeling for children as people. ‘must know and respect their likes and

S 8
* LY
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e

“yg ' r.\j -
ﬁ iiﬂiﬁE talent 1s most important because only

first rate illustrationa can bring conceptions of the author to
completion Text and pictures must be in harmony, and the plctures

W

" must have story-teélling qualitiesn In other words the pictures should
glve cues to the observer‘about the text.  Clanciolo says that picture
books should -give the impression of the unfolding of a theatrical

. Q v o

production. The mood of the story 1is set by good illustrations and N
. )

they help the reader's imagination go beyond the text. Illustrations.

- <

should go beyond the text and help the reader to understand and visualize

_the text. Cianciolo says color and shading are important as “color -

)

can attract children's attention to a book., She feels that f;}e use of
color will help express both the artist's and reader's emotion towards

. he subject. Book reviewers show little agreement as to colors suitable
7 { '
for children. However, the child is a product of his times and 7oday 's |

\

color combinations are much bolder than ever before In conclusion,

¢

’ Cianciolo maintains that children enjoy illustrations in monochrome if
'Y ’ .

the figures stand out enough and express action end vitalit&.

In summary, the expette on children 8 literature (Shith 1953,
‘Johnson, Sayers & Sickels, 1953; Fenner, 1967 Reed, 1969 Cianciolo,ﬁ
'1970) claim that illustrations in children 8 literature should be of
high artistic quality. They agree that:the illustrations should be
‘1nteresting to children and that the combination of téxt and ‘

illustration should make a greater whole than the sum of its parts.

Theeefere brOad-basedgriteriafOn-which toibuild the morerspecitic
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findings of art educhtion researchera auch as Lark«ﬂorowitz, }uca &

Lewis (1967); Rafferty N1971) and Dutton (1971) These reaearchers i

I

throw light on the subject of children 8 picture preferences 80. that

specific criteria for' judging illustrationa in that area are

.

available. The criteria in paintinga are that color can be atrong or.

-
'

delicate or monochrome providing it expressea the emotions portrayed
L2 €

in the story and the ages of the readers are considered. Simplicity
"and clarity are preferred by young chilaren (kinderganten to Grade 3) :

and by older children (Grade 6). Linear picturea are preferred by

-

young children and\older ones also. The color preference of children

N

goes from colorful and bright to delicate and evenpmonochrome.,aé‘the

children mature;

Criteria for Judging the Literary Elements of the Text . R

. Several writérs made specific and useful references to those :

literary elements which are important to consider in judging chfldren's
- ) L

literature of which children's books on the visual arts is one part
s, '\‘ : 0 !
Marantz (1965) stated that when facta were used they must be accurate

and eabily undetqtood by the audience for which they were intended.

Regarding fiction Marantz claims that ‘the story should have a ,,“ BRY
consiatency and the aubject matter should appeal to the child at the _;
level for which it was written. ianciolo (1970) speaks in a similar;

“vein._ Cianciolo also maintains at subject. matter as well as

illustrations should give children pleaaure.‘ Kamra (1969) says that

N
5h//dren 8 literature should portray the familiar 80 that it is

L

underatandable.

%\)‘~,,
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Georgiou (1969) concerns hinse%g‘with some criteria for
"evaluating literature désigned(tor children. ‘He offers_some specific
suggeetione for”theme and'plot in prose for children.l Hejasks whether‘
th% theme is clear. worth imparting to childrEn end‘approbriate for'the‘
’age level intended He also wants to know whether the theme 1is |

inspiring. Of the plot, Georgiou concerns himself with whether the
ction is built around the theme of the story, whether‘it follows in a:
well-knit 1ogical sequential plan 80 that the passage of time is

’

nderstood He also asks whether the events, actions, conflicts and

i

interplay in’ the story arefplausible. Of the cheracterization

rGeorgiou‘ sks whether. it is convincing and.cen"the reader'identify

with it? Is.the text comprehensible and written for'the age level

2 intended? Is it o anized in logical sequence with continuity? Where
1t 1s factual is 1it. acéurate? When it 18 factual such as art history

or art methods has a bibliogtaphy and glossary been included?

N
|
LI
[

Criteria Used in Selection of Suitable Art Content

When selecting art content areas suitable for the checklist part

of the Selected Criteria for JudgingﬁChildren 8 Books on the Visual Arts,

Tthe contributions of the following writers were found most valuable.

Chapman (1967) states that art education should help the child at all ;
i’ levels of his development. It should help him find personal enjoyment
"‘f}in the arts and develop an awsrenesa of the. aesthetic dimensions of

.,everyday 1ife. lArt education ahould be related to the personal

',i;meanings and soci“l’valuea which the arts can nurt‘re. More E

"{ﬁiapecifically Chapman suggested that art as a subjétt for study might

4 - N . Ll . “



include the following areasx '
LY

, - 1. The variety of sources artists have used as cues
. from which to generdte visuil: studies

2. -The variety.of workers ' in art,,varietyfof forms, \
products -and situations called "art" and the . S

' vsriety of problems and sithations in’ life that
have "aesthetic" import. ‘ .

3. The variety of ways @rtists interpret their
7 ddeas. L,
1 . R i
"4, The variety of'materialsband.%roceé es that
. § artists use 'to produce visual qualities.
5. The variety of ways artists use to decide
on the particular organization of. wisual,
qualities which will represent their 1idea.

6.. The variety of meanings and feelings different
‘visual qualities can, evoke din’ the viewer

. 7.‘,The variety of factors that-influence the,
symbolic, technical and formal character of '
works of art and the«judgmentsopeople make

about them.
] i

8. The variety 6f paints of view that one can
use as. criteria for determining the merit
of ‘art. :

~ 1,

e

9. The requirements fdr logical justifications
‘of judgmehts about art (p. 21)

;Anderson (1965) presented some art learning objectives which

»
LR

- have been successfully implemented in a variety of classrooms and

v‘schools.‘ The investigatqr considered these to be useful in evaluating

I L]

‘fthe art content of children s books on the visual arts. Anderson proposed

16 art learning objectives orghnized under three major headings to L g

“_include* ‘J,*l | o .
B . ';A.‘ Visual Perceptual Learning - with seven .»,egvf o .
o epeciffc obfectives. T % TR EEEE
‘ ”Aff*l,‘.Development of a vocabulary for the L ,c‘\i s S
© s .visual. arts.vjf; : e A
e i 2. Recognition of the’ visual as non- - S e

e verbal communication. <$?l1f« .
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C 3. Ability to make comparisons of art forms.
'4." Understanding the varying past'and present
" roles of artists.
5. Recognition 'of a range of art expression
from pictorial to pure,
6. Awareness of visual relationships between
v © art and nature, ' v .
7. Awareness of “visual relationships between o oo
art and man-made, objects. L S

B. Developing Art—Related Behavior .

Iy ,
- 8. Cultivation of a capacity for aesthetic ' S |
.. response. D ‘
" 9.. Examination of, opinions ‘and values as .

’ ‘a basis for'art judgment

10. Utilizatien of -intuitio in developing

resourcefulnesa and imagination.
11, Intelligent individuali
- Hintelligent conformity.

‘a8 well as

C.‘ Visual Organization Learning

12, Ability‘to arrange the visual components
' "of ‘art in: various ways. |
13. Familiarity with a variety of art media
' and processes.

- 14, Frequent: experimenfation with one
~ particular art mbdium.nf

15. Expression through art of ideas,

! attitudes and feélings. T o

16. Production of evidence of sensitivity S 3
. 'toward form in art., (p. 4). -‘,~w‘.f‘y‘ o

1 ! -

Te »i -

Y
-

The foregoing indicate that Chapman (1970) through tecommending

‘a study of “the role of the artist, the art critic, nd art products

Yo

o and Anderson (1965), with his art learning objectives,_were

easentially concerned with the following four main areas.,
. Q;i;- Evaluation and judgment of art objecta.‘ ft /n
da' g . s :
S ) R B
2, ;Production or creation of art bbjects.‘,

P

>3Qi'Promoting understanding and awareneSs of aesthetie qualities o

;of everyday ufe\. e ‘. .,. ¥ o

B



meaning of art forms in -culture.’

These four areas .of art conteh\ were included as categories in the
y 4 R
Selectedggfiteria for Evaluating Children s Books on the Visual Arts . -

‘ /
) checklist for art content Also included in the checklist were
. : .

"}references to elements of design ‘and composition. These four !

\

[

categories in’ the checklist were related to the ‘aims and objectives i

£ .

of the Elementary Art Curriculu& Guide for Alberta and ‘could then be

o employed in selecting children 8 books on the visual arts s

v '
v

{ " The Technical Aspects to be Evaluated in Children's Books on the Visual Arts

Cianciolo 61970) stated that the size and shape'of illustrated
‘books for children'should vary. - Children delight in handling the -
‘ very big, the tiny, the thick, the square, the rectangular and the

tall picture book.r Often the shape of the books adds credibility to

the story line. The size ‘and shape can emphasize the mood of the

story or make the setting more real and believable., Typeface that is
L}
compatible with the style and color of illustrations should be used
For a measured and experimentally substantiated opinion on’

s

w,technical aspects of children 8 books the writer turned to Tinker (1963)

s H
LY

'Tinker has done extensive resgarch into the relationship between kinds p

lfand sizes of print and the ability of individuals of various ages to fi‘ S
. b 3 o
eread it from the point of view of ease qnd speed.( He conducted*

a . . o

experiments with university students at Iowa State Universitygando

owy

o also worked with children add adults with learning disabilities.»i;glifigxf2=-n

.

Tinker stated that 1egibility is concerned with perceiving letters and
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, .
. L]

words, and with the reading of continuous printed material | The shapes

of letters must be discriminated, the characteristic word forms

‘perceived and continuous text.read accurately.vrapidly, easily andd\‘

. with understandiné.'<One'wants to know what typographical factors foster

ease and speed of reading Optimal 1egibility of print 18 achieved by

w-

a typographical arrangement in which shape of letterg and other’ symbols,

. characteristic word forms, and all other typographical factors such aS'

'size and line width and leading are coordinated to, produce easy rapid

, reading with comprehension Legibility deals with the-co*ordination

wh

'of those typographical factors inherent in letters and’ other\symbols,

words, and connected textual material which affect ease and speed ‘of

1

g

reading. Due, to custom, economy of space, aesthetz? taste, and

investment in cast type, changes to improve the legibility of letters

$

and digits are<difficultﬁ' "However, specific letters-in some type

faces are more legible than in others. Such type faces should be
employed in‘children's boohs<and in those'for immature‘readers Lower

case printing is more legible than upper case ‘for the aforementioned

~

| readers. Size and simplicity of outline makes for good legibility for“

"all readers., The manner in which serifs are employed may affect

Ve

m‘plegibility of 1etters. The area gf white space or spacea included with'

ithe black outline of a letter influences 1egibility.r The greater the i;

.i'enclosed white space of the letter the greater the 1egibility. Emphasis f

-

1on differentiating parts is the most influential factor in determining

“1egibility of the lower case letters. White area within a 1etter and

an

' ‘*size appear to be next important. Eleven point type is considered

* L‘.; .r“‘

7“.?imost legible of all although for young children up to fourteen point




| ‘type is suitable. :

In Btudying %%nds of type Tinker f0und the following..

. fil. Common type faces are equally legible. y
e T - o
o2, Readers prefer typeface borderipg on. bold\‘ace, such as.

Antique or Cheltenham
' 3.; A san—serif type, Kabel Light is equally easy ‘to

read but not preferred
N ‘ g
4! Italic print is read more slowly than ordinary lower "f
' \ [
‘case. Lower case 1is preferred by 96% of readers. 4

.

5. ,All—capital print retards ‘speed of reading.
h,6. Boldface is(equally‘quickly read as ordinary

.(common) type but not preferred IR

7. Mixed type forms retard speed of reading (p.'64 65)
" In studying line widths Tinker found that reader preferences

favor moderate line widths of 3& inches or 19 pica. Long and very

N

short line widths wemnot liked " Solid set material was not well

-

liked by readers.. Solid set '1s that type of printing which places .

(]
i

lines close together with no space (leading) in between. Tinker g’

s

findings tefer to continuous printed material ‘not pages with very

: Lﬁy little print such as found in picture booka.‘_[ ' ,‘~ ~;-~ 1. : f'

4

Tinker 3 fiﬂdings on Spatial arrangements of the printed pagef3y~“

were the following ,

.*',33 o ;1; Experimenta proved that material in a flat page wich ;‘? B
;iﬂffgi:;ﬁrno margins at all is just’aa legible-as materials L
.1with the ususl large margins. Margins could be

«

'“;made smaller (except gutter or trou h margin)




N

o although solid set printing was found just as easy'to read.. Line

o

2. Wide‘margina are, howerer; preferred 8
) Curvature of printed material (like near the

gutter margin) reduces speed of reading (p 126 127)

f

Tinker found when investigating the relation of color of print‘
‘with background that readers prefer black on white and that it is
. !

quicker to read. White on blackishould ‘not be used for material.of‘any-

length

; size of type is ten to eleven point except for young children who can 5f'

- - : . R L , . R
»

' An-investigation into types of paper sBowed that:
1. Highly glazed paper (flint enamel) retards speed ‘
of. reading and is not liked by readers. .
2. Dull and moderate glaze do not affect legibility
" . significantly '
tlﬁr,TPaper shguld be thick enough and'opaque enough‘so‘
L fthat‘print;on reversevside.will~not.show through. ;‘
'-(‘p.‘,‘159‘-1'60)' R AR B , i
In summary, Tinker found that the use of lower case letters

Lo Ay .
preferable except for beginning sentendes and propér ‘names. The best :

[N _'\"

tl.
i A

TR
benefit from type up to fourteen points. Letters should‘not be

. exaggerated in. 1ength or distorted for optimum legibility. Italic print‘p7lfl

and Roman numerals are not: liked and are hard to read Arabic numbers §f~1j‘[ﬂ

Y

. are more 1egib1e. The preferred distance between lines is two point 'ff‘,j‘

widths should be moderate which’is,about 19 pica or 3& inches.i Trough

marSins shOuld be wide en‘ugh o=that the page 1iesfffat.; Black print“°:

on white paper is moat legible. Dull or moderate Llaze is moa Veasily




read. ‘Theae\findings were incorporated into the technical section
of the Selqcted Criteria fqr Judging Children s Books«on the Viaual Arts. .fg
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| The Relationship of Children 8 Ages to’ Reading Preferences. o
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e A e

Vl,w_;'- ' The Selected Eriteria for Judging,Children sBooks on the Visual Arts
' [ X‘ R v.,,‘

A .
has a category for stating the age level of the child ‘to which a -‘“’n X

¥

"

' ,? book being Eudged would be suited The following is a summary of the

literature relating children s ages to their reading interests.
g » R N
According to McFee (1970) atudy of the child's development in

«
AN

: art cannot be separated from the study of child development generally.f

'

The Pattern of intellectual growth of a child\is ot constant. Art l:l%

.

‘ Q"development ia not an innate growth process but is heavily dependent'“

. ., .on environmental influence and training. McFee further claims therel'

are three stages of child art deveiopment. In the first stage the B
. ,J“"“v

child reacts to his own marks on the paper., Processvis his interest.\

g The second stage is the development of degrees of imitative and ‘;y-h,\h\\;
reproductiVe drawing which Harris claims is related to concept ] ;‘%.f;"”‘”
3 , ( .

formation.‘ Stage two covers the processes through which the child

"‘7 reacts tolhis env{rohment and symbolizes his expe ience in his art‘*




s :" e ,f[] o Y‘-_gw}\ o ‘ -
o children s work indicating the ordering process is present without VoL

Q*aining. She. also atates that some adults design intuitively while'ily Lo
P : D \ . N o S
,others have to learn to design through comparative analysis of the i ,;3n:J

o 1&
interaction of the elements of design.t ‘McFee claims\the environment

L

l

plays the major'role 4in influeneing the ragg,and direction of "ﬁfiﬁ,rbz
artistic development.‘ii3t; ’; vhﬁ;,i . tlf\ ’Q\fjﬂvm e o ‘: ‘
“ 'J;i, ' However; since sn age—grading model islnecessary to conform ’
“f: to the age—grading system in schools the following scale based on
McFee s findings was of use - in assessing bboks.for age suitability.l'
Scribbling - DS “ _'ﬁ “ ' i N
age 2345[678910 13 12 13 14 1516 )
:ﬁﬂv ﬂ ifv gw% Schematic ‘3, V‘ﬁ‘f ‘ "L‘:ﬁ n'ﬁm' ja'jif o ‘,‘ . 'n?hi
S - — e e A“.}ﬂ\_,‘ Y “fj

Cultural realism ”?'

v ' PRI i ‘ .
BT i . R . \ ' § \,‘ N e : i . - L ~.’ ¢ AP T
LA - e

\'Q\The findings of Rafferty (1970) and Lark-ﬁorowitz, Luca and Lewis (1967) Vi

are of importance in assessing the type of children sbooks on the visual

¥ '
AR )

ridarts which would appeal to age levels four to 12 Those fin?ings are .?flffw

1 i .
- fa ,‘ . h DA
PR

reported earlier in this chapter. The writer s experience with ‘ *111ﬁ::,,

h
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o 4n£iennial Book Show helped the investigator to develop Judgment in Y

e vy . a . . BTN
, .

Children B books on’ the visual arts.v The reviews and writings of variousih

outstanding book.reviewers such as Marantz (1965} and Georgiou (1969)
: By ,\ L .
mentioned qualities to be looked for in{children 8 books.
A review of writings in art education helped the investigator'

e

also to Select'her criteria for her Selected Criteria }or Judgin e

¢
K

Children '8 Books in the Visual Arts.‘ Lansing s‘(1957) findings served -4

RN

as a model for the category of All-Inclusive (Gestglt) judgment.

;w~i'}. 7} In judging’illustrations the art education experts stated that

-.“ .

as those used by artists in judgment of an»art work., The need for the

i ‘vu,

by illustrations to appeal to children was emphasized These statements ifl7”

‘ the inVestigator used in her instrument.,,“ f;“f” el e

S AR R K- . W o . : tk.

. 7“>J:' rﬂig JIn selecting criteria for judging the literany elements of PR

the text the inveatigator found the accuracy of facts was emphasized

._‘ .,.
r,..

by the experta, where factualJmaterial waa being offered., Experts on.

/ r..' .l : o I :

ifftrt children s books agreed thad a book should be written for the level ofryr

.\ g ,.

IO 3
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'\' ' [.
1anﬂtightor in prcpnr‘ng\the Selected Criteria for Judging Children's

'Booka on the VisunI.Arta, more current information has been published

related ta the criteria concerning Technical Evaluation.
The 1nve§tigntor has included a report on this informarion with
her review of literaturae so that the rendsr can consider the€ post

validation reyiaion-to Technical Evaluation while he is reading about

the formulating of the criteria for the Technical Evaluation category

‘ . R
used In Selected Criteria for Judging Children's Books on the Visual Arts,
Spencer (1969) states that.a current survey would probably
reveal larger average page sizes than Tinker's (i963) average page slzes

of 8 x 5 inches or smaller. Spencer generally agrees with Tinker's finding

with regard to type, arrangement of type and 11ne on the printed page '

\

and quality of phper used 1n printing. These factors were used as criseria

by the 1ﬂvestigatorﬂin evaluation of books in the original quhniedl .

Evaluation checklist as well as subsequént revision (Chapter 4) of this

part of the instrumeént.

gfLig (1971) presents'cleat}yfatated définitizgséﬁndfexamples
‘Of ﬁn?tavoé.ﬁéasuremenc‘(poinga:and picas) ﬁaed in tyﬁbgragly. His
explanation of:leading is also helpful. With éxamplea‘of’these
 typogtaph1ca1 ter;s‘the invest{gatér revised the technical evaluation

~ .
section of her instrument. This revision 1s reported in Chapter four.
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CHAPTER 11T
' DESIGN OF THE STUDY

. N
A vy o %)
) ’

This Chapter is a chronological report on che bnckgrounqrto

nnd the development bf the Selected Criteria for Evaluagﬁng¥childrcn 8

 Books on the-/Visual Arts. Thls includes a description a& the

procedures in developing and testing the preliminary 1nstruments~wh1ch

»

subsequently led to the ipstrument entitled Selected Criterla for !

Evaluating Children's Books on the Visual Arts.

-

-
n

Summary- of the Procedures

» ' " ‘
Yhe Selected Criteria for JLdgiqg»Children'a Books on the Visual

Arts developed after qonsiderfhg the general recommendations made by o
§

the 'National Art Education Association (1965) and the Canadian Soclety

for Education Through Art (1969) and thoae auggeated by Chepman (1967)

and Anderson (1965) "The Alberta Elementary Art Curriculum Guide (1969)

was also used as a basip in establishing the form~taken by this study.

A

" In evaluacing format and 1llusttations, Kamra 8 (1969) evaluation was

-

'used with some changes. In all, three revisions were made to the

original evaluation instrument developed by the investigator in

consultaeion with five art experts.: For putposes of clarity in

explaining the alterations whlch were made to the original list of .

critetia drapn Up by the 1nvestigator, the revisions will be called

first, gecond, and third draft, cortesponding to the chronofogical

’

. 33 o



\

\?rder of thelr development. Following judgment of the third draft

the findings of the judges were subjected to a one Waf analysis of

0

variance with repeat measures to establish 1ts reliability. The

instrument was then given the name Selécted Criteria for Judging

N

Children's Books on the Visual Arts and was applied by the

investigator to forty-six books. These,were‘aét up in a reference
able under ar ’content‘headings to factlitate their'usevby classroom
t achers-searching for suitable books for teaching art. Thé:forty~

six books were randomly selected from the Curriculum Library,

University of Alberta. .

Exé,rt Art Judges ‘ g . :

- \

g

\

Each instrument was tested by a group:of five art experts,

-4

0

1ngluding the investigator, who were graduate students working toward

i}y‘gter'é degrees in Art Education at the University of Alberta, Thesz

.

e
graduate students were enrolled during the 1969-1970 term*in a program

-~

. . \ . . £ .
concerned with curriculum development and ingtructional methods

perta;nihg to teaching art at the elementary and stcondary school

rl

levels. After the testing of the first draft it was necessary to have -

-

a member of the Department of Elémentagy Education teaching staff'(a :

R

. specialist.in Art Education) répiace one of the original five,graduate .

- students who was no longer available.

t

When testing the third draft, which hecamé the Selected Criteria

for Judgigg Children's Books on the Visual Arts, the same five judges

.

‘evaluated the same set of four books.. ' .
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First Draft of Selected Criteria for Judging Children ] Books on the

. Vioual Arts

\ ‘ ' " . ‘ .. l ' . .‘ .
: . The first draft was developed from;g_gigilg:,iﬁétrument used

4
1

by Kamra (1969), who evaluated fiction, including plcture booke, in

BchLOl librarties in three schools of various sizes in Alberta. One
\ .
aection of her instrument was designed -to’ evaluate the illustrations in-.,

Y

picture books ‘and another to evaluate formatL These two sections were

used as a basis for the first draft,of\criteria chosen by the
. . .

inve%tigator. In Kamra's study, the picture book illustrations were
\
judged&by'criteria based both on basic principles of art and .on whether

the 11 ustrations created the’ mood of the story in & manner understandable

I
to the intended reader. Kamra awarded the art cri eria double

weightipg in evaluating picture books to indicate the

'crucial place of illustrations in creating the mood and story—line

of this type of fiction. The secnpd part of the Kamra evaluation score
sheet evaluated the appearance and th quality of the binding of the ‘
book being rated

Kamra\xalidated the criteria by scoring the books and comparing‘

a

the ratinga with a large body of professional judgment on- these same }

\

a books as reflectéd*in widely known aeIection aids, A pilot study was
'carried out to de ermine the objectivity of . the etu>>\\ Six books were
tead and evaluated by a panel of three experta. (See a\pendix A and B '
for the evaluation core sheet for picture booke and the fqrmat

evaluation uaed by . a) : : S Af‘ e

For‘the purpo es of‘thia;atudy the instrument developedvby

[
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.xamﬁa was found to be_not‘sufficiently detailed. \lhe_investigator,
therefore, decided to look to the award-winning children‘s art
literature to find out what criteria were used by the judges in
selecti%g the winners. A letter was dispatChed to the Children 8
Services Diyision of the dmerican Library Association‘which yearly

awards ‘the Caldecott Medal to the illustrator of the most distinguished

~Plcture book for children in America. ‘A list of the criteria used iIn

2o

%1 this aelectign,was requested A reply in the form of an article

entitled "Behind Closed Doots with the Newbery—Caldecott Committee

was &eceived. The writer learned that members ‘of the Children 8 o -
Services Division of the American Library Association elect the Newbery—'
Caldecott comittee. The members of the dhildren ] Services Division
of the American Library Association nominate books, for consideration
by the committee.' Each member of the Newbery—Caldecott committee (23
in al}l) selects a minimum of. three nominees for the award.,

. 1zard (1966) states that these npminations are defended with
conviction, opinions being documented with exact quotations and télling
comparisons. There are several ballots using a point system, with the
‘books receiving the fewest votes being eliminated on each ballot until
‘the award winning book: is selected -The choice is made by use of trained‘b
; - ~experts (the Newbery-Caldecott committee) and no written criteria are

h'%‘"‘ 5
used. The. Newbery—Caldecott awards are not based on the popularity of

L ’,a;

’ Vthe book with children. o S ;;f;» o

ff,'l' A second letter was written to the American Institute of Graphic
ts, 13 East 67th Street New York ‘ The Institute sponsors the ;'

Child vn s Biennial Book Show which is an. exhibition of fifty of the
_‘n{t,p ) ) R ; . —‘Ae%



most outstanding children 8 books from the point of view of
typographic and artistic work A reply stated that the chairman of

the selection committee gives a verbal charge to the'members of'the

' *

jury, before they begin selecting, to consider whether. 1. the type :
'is easy to read-and dnterpretivefof the character of ‘the story and

1llustrations"2. illustrations form a part ofrthe context‘ 3. ‘binding "

Q

has strength and practicality--and has appeal to young- eyes, and "

4, jackets are an integral part of the. book Emphasis is placed‘by .

hEY

the jury on the physical quality oﬂ'the‘books'\including paper, |

.. reproduction, printing and binding, literary merit is consideer only

4

) in -s0 far as 1t is- reflected in the visual design. The foregoing : "

—— L

' . four recommended qualities of books were included in more detail after

P 3

a study of Tinker (1963) and Cianciolqg(l970)

The £ollowing criteria selected by the investigator for her

e — .

Q!valuating instrument were c0nsidéred importent_by the following experts

pm—

" of children s books on the visual arts.

Lansing (1957) found that““single all-inclusive (Gestalt)

R ——

experts judging children 8 drawinga. The investigator included an all

. i

inclusive judgment section in the Selected Criteriarfor Evaluating :

LI

' Children s Books on the Visual Arts to see'whether this type of .

judgment would apply to judging children s books on. the visual arts.

Marantz (1965) said accuracy is important as related to both "

: tekt and illustrations. ‘He'mentioned the need for a bibliography in’

. N —& . .,
. art}texts and a glossary. when necessary. These categories were ri;'
incorporated into the Selected Criteria ﬁor Judging Children S BooksSv’

S S - R s : |; * ) e f L

[




on the Visual Arts

e :3‘ .~‘< h o .
Schata (1967); Ma ntz (1965) and Thompszn (1968) and the award
. E PR

_judges choosing the awards for jthe Children s Biennial Bopk Show ﬂnd

the Caldecott AWard all emphasize the importance of integration o

-

text and illustrations and the suitability‘of‘type face‘and binding
jof bopks.l These criteria were included in the study

" The importance of text and illustrations being comprehe sible &

- to age level intended was emphasized‘by Ceorgiou (1969){ Ogvir (1960)

and. Smith (1953) ' This was included as a category to be evaluate

the Selected Criteria for Judg_ng Children s,Books on_the Visual Artis.
The criteria specifically selected by the investiéator to’*]dge .

,Aillustrations were chosen partly from Rafferty 8" (1971), Johnson,

fe » L ’ . 4

: Sickels and Sayers (1959) and Arbuthnot (1964) The~latter.four aurhors',

.'claim that linear quality in picture books is of great importance

- In this &ay the investigator identified certain more detailed
. o H ' , - \'t, ; .
criteria than those stated by Kamra, and ;he first draft of the IR FE
I ' L

Selected Criteria for Judging,Children s Books on the Visual Arts was:
LT ~ A 3 .- [

'drawn up. : . \"‘ R ‘(~ Cof ‘ o ' ¢

. W
l' (

- A section was included consisting o? a checklist of art content
‘ I\ ,f .

=3 -

' “,which would reveal whether the book cqntained those art categories

3 3 ‘l-’ - i

'ffnecessary to hnplement well-conceived elementary art programs R

é

'Acoording to Anderson (1964) and Chapman (1962) the categories caver: 4_';,»

' :"1;f Evaluation and judgment about art objectsi
’ Y

‘2;;*Productiqn or cteation of art objects (materials,
u-kftechniques, and processes of producing art) 'lvf?f ~, ,~;
‘ﬂ3, Promotion of understanding‘and awareness of aesthetic

. \’ ;
el e T e

Vot
-

i o STy H . 1 : t :
i . P el | ot



[ clearer understanding of what wss being evaluated. The necessity for ot

39,

qualities of . everyday life. R 'r'L;'
4, Giving of information on the historical development,«“'* .

significance and meaning of\art forms in culture
5.‘.Design elements (general and specific) X .‘" Lo 5

6. Design principles (generél and specific)
T oA , » T o
7. Miscellaneous information considered useful "

’\ [
PE—

'-Evaluation was done ‘under three ratings as in Kamra s\instrument

P R S

The headings were Superior, Average and Inferior. . Superior received

four points, Average received two points and Inferior received no -

- . .
- -

"points - »

A pilot test using this first draft of criteria for judging
children 8 books on the visual arts was conducted by the five judges,
Iincluding the investigator, who were students ‘enrolled in the Faculty
of Graduate Studies, University of Alberta, and who were taking
,Educstion Curriculum and Instruction 510 during the university year
l§59—70 Several weaknesses became evident as a result of this pilot:..
,study. The working definitions used to evaluate the qualities of esch
book ss being either superior, average or inferior, were not |

K Vsufficiently clear.. The qualities which the instrument attempted to

14
.

.evaluate were not sufficiently precise. It was necessary to discuss

-
EX

.with esch judge every item in the instrument in order to arrive at'a 'h

a0
*

revising the evaluatihg section of the instrument was obvious. The

!

Alchecklist page of the instrument was satisfsctory._ See Appendix B
l

' ﬂffor a copy of the first draft of Selecteﬂ Criteria for Judging,Children 8 .

vy

:f}{ff‘;Books on. the Visusl Arts. Books evaluated with this first draft were'~‘f;

.\. ‘ R BRI
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U Belves, Pierre and Francois Mathey Enjoying,the R :\
World of Art. . New York: Lion Press, 1966‘ Voo

Glubok Shirley The Art of Ancient Rome.
" New York: Antheneum, 1962

| Weips; Harvey Paper,,Ink and Roller. New York: '
. Young Scott Books, 1958.

1

‘Wolfe, Robert J. Seeing Red. New York: Charles
Scribner &}Sons, 1958. ) . ; . o

"
\
\

- N
-

' §gcond Draft of the Selected Criteria for Judging_Children's Books Qn,

the Visual Arts:

The need to separate the mechanics of printing the book (print,
paper, binding, etc ) from the*artistic evaluation of books became
obvious in order to make a finer judgment.v A study'of Tinker:(l963)‘
supplied information with regard to technieal assessment of books.

In the:second draft of the Selected Criteria for Judging,Chilgren s

Books on the Visual Arts, two headings to cover’ the above mentioned

, draft were.sf";,” S o — - :f e T %.,;’_

separation were included namely, T Lhnical Evaluation and Artistic

Evaluation of Art and Text, The terms superior; average and inferior .

were eliminated in favour of a point system awarding one point for the

?qualities listed 'in the evaluating instrument and no po.nt

¢

if the book being Judged lacked the quality in the

1isted critetia.‘ Also, where ‘the book might\not need a bibliography

o and/or glossary, one score point was, automatically awarded under that

i

heading. in order that scores on . this type of book would not be f

e

é‘7'lowered for reasons other than quality. Books judged using the second

4

-

Borten, Helen. DoJYou'See-What‘I:See?f‘London;~i‘
:AbelardeSchuman;Publishera,;1959.k ~




N
e

. judgment being very clearly recalled..

W . . : o A

b v o

Hopp, Z. . Magict Chalk. . New York: D. McKay, 1959.

S ‘Raboff, Ernest. - Pablo.Plcasso. New York; E. Raboff

L & Gemini Smith, Inc., 1969. ‘
\ Weiss Harvey Ceramics. ‘New York: Young'scott
\ Books, 1964 - . b

"

The books were changed for judging With the second draft becaagé this -

evaluation occurred within a feﬁ\de%s of the first judgment In the’

opinion of the investigator there was a possibility of the first

. . - '
‘ K , !

‘The art experts who did the judging using the second. draft of !

the Selected Criteria for Judging;Children 8 Books on the Visual.Arts
t ~

were four graduate Art Education students, ‘one of whom was the
! :

: ‘

investigator. A member of the staff of the Department of Elementary

‘,Education at the University of Alberta also served as'a judge.”

The pilot testing of the second draft of ‘the Selected Criteria.

for Judging Children's Books on_the Visual Arts indicated a need for l'

further revision in all dreas except the checklist for art content
!
P
See Appendix C: for a copy of the second draft of the Selected Criteria

for . Judging Children s Books on,Lhe Visual Atts.‘

i

| Third Drafttof the Selected Cr teria for Judging,Children s Books

T

on. the’ Visual Arts ;:,fij'j [ :"‘:‘5‘” ‘ 'j‘l i E f.' y

o B C ‘

In this third revision the quality evaluated by.each separate

' category was stafhd precise in percentages or in exact numbers. For

L



‘ :fr~f’adjusted mean in all cases. The reliabilit

assigned.. ) ‘_,d - v : S

N

The second main heading Artistichvaluation of Art and Text‘

(including cover), was reviged to read Evaluation of Content For -
- (n
‘ Artistic Competenc1, Under this main heading were sub—headings All~
. o :
Inclusﬁve _oT Gestalt EValuation, Evaluation of Illustrations and finally

Evaluation of'Text. The All Inclusive or Gestalt Evaluation of. the

books was the: first aspect to be eva1§§ted . The mora detailed types

\

'of judgment covered under the. other headings were considered following

[

lthiS‘ This order was chosen to. avoid the‘All-Inclusive‘or Gestalt 3w

-

Evaluation being influenced by detailed evaluation The. qualities s

listed under wluation of Illustrations and Evaluation of Text were o

AN
stated in more detail ﬂhe criteria for Technical Evaluation remained;

'

_'unchanged but was used instead, after the newly revised criteria ’

for Artistic Evaluation of Illustrations and Text o

E;Q& same set of boOks waS'used‘by the same judges. The time 3"“,J
‘lapse of ‘one month between the second and third evaluation was deemed‘

\

sufficient by the investigator for the,prior evaluatidn to have little.fv"

influence on the later judgment. See Appendix D for third draft

Vo

‘renamed Selected Criteria for Judging Children S Books on the Visual o

CArtasT : 4, DR C X TR
o ¥ ' '

v, s . e B : :
o wo, N . . . o . e R >

FE

-1‘StatistiCal*Treatment of the Data -

»
oy L e

A one—way analysis of variance with repeat measures was performed

._‘-

1iby°the c0mputer. Reliability coefficients in this analysis represen an

s ' . !,.

coefficient was arrived at
;i.,ba ; - L




W
t

' for the‘scores under each of the headings of the eValuative instrument, d
with five judges Because the scores of judge number three appeared to

’bs/consistently low, they were deleted and a second analysis was
p h

cémputed for the data obtained from the four remaining judges However,s~
g the riliability coefficient thus obtained did not increase._ CompariSOn

. of the scores of the judges when they judged the same set of books y - f"
‘indicates a high degree of’ agreement except for the All—Inclusive ‘f ' 't@

3

"(Gestalt) judgment score of five judges and four judges. The low

A
' score might have been improved had the All— n
.l/1," e
followed the detailed judgments in the other categories(g

‘judges might then have had an opportunity to become familiar with whatr.V

usive (Gestalt) judgmentj'-

“1 .

;to look for in judging.thus reaching more agreement among their acores'x‘;“fg
as. happened in Lansidg ] (1957) study. The objects fon judgment in
» ‘Lansing s study Were children 8 drawings which are‘more simple to‘

v Q ' i e ",
S evaluate than children s books on the visual arts., Could these S

i
*

L circumstances have been the reason for high.agree ent among Lansing s‘f;j“
3“3udges‘for the Gestalt jUdsment.scores? ‘ - ?: 3

'“, The total mean reliability of 884 for iive judges and 840

""fofor four judges is high-,vl'p ffﬁl ffi{h7 :,;ﬁ_h ufjf'a Juw s

Table I on page 44 sets o,t the findings of the atatistical
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D :/TABLE 1 DR
‘ RELIABILITY COEFFICIENTS FOR JUDGES EMPLOYING THE SELECTED . ,
‘ A CRITERIA FOR JUDGING CHILDREN 'S. BOOKS ON THE VISUAL ARTS B . ‘
‘, e - ! O ‘ .. s — T - - %r”»% '1..“. - "i;’ "
CRITERTS .0 o oo v 5Judges’ . . ' 4 judges ' o
— R ' e — PR \ﬂ;'“i] Tf S
1. All-Inclusive (Gestalt)x S 104 395

I Evaluation v , R . IR T R

3 ‘l\- . a . ! . ‘A‘ A‘— k! ‘ .
W20 Technical Evaluation’ TN 833
. 3. Illustrations Lol | L7400 g

Evaluation 7 “7,
"b"

4;; Textual Evé;ua;ion ;

5 Tocal mean o o i y AR

_’reliability (arrived oy 'if,,\<1 R TR A S ST
L T at fon all criteria - ‘l””“xufj"‘ AN ‘l'ﬁu‘V”."wt~ STy N
o used) s O T ‘ ' L

e ! . Lo
B . v . o B
f P . 1 <y B L A > Al | o : .-
- IR AR v i . . W Sy,
. 4 . . . ! M [ . “ " o . "
. woet o . ! ! JE N e Tt

IR '. J . . . ‘ . ; o ,‘ R \‘7‘ \ E " o .
foﬂf, The following 18 a. sim%lified explanation of. rel nbility oefficientaE.*”';'*

"'5f‘ If all of the judges ua!ﬁg theicriteria used them bi}h exactly the 31;}53; g&
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.study Was'implemented" A list of 46 books was selected from the

o q' f

HJ‘ Currfbulum Library at the University of Alberta. The inrestigator ff\ .

]

f\f'f applied the Selected Criteria for Judging Children s Books on the Visual 4

Arts to these books and listed them under List l of Listings of

o’ 0! a.

”3gf]:3 Selected Books so that classroom teachers using the Alberta Elementary

] .
I R . R " i
. tos

Art\Curriculum Guide could employ these books in'art teaching.\ In

T LI . "‘.‘ \ S N S, \ i

Li?ts 2 3 4 and 5 books'are rearranged according to art content as

A

1

SeiectedJCriteria‘for Jndging Children s Books on the Visdsl Arts, and :-*

[7.' | not as a definitive and exhaustive "classic 1ist" children s books h~hﬁj




of readily avilable éh}ldrbn‘s books, including picture books,,tb

CHAPTER 1V ' oo
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

™

Summary of the Problem C /

Ly ,

. In 1968 the National Art‘Educntioq Association publishcd a

guide to assist school systems in planning their art programs. One
ot [} . +
4 ! L]
recommendation was that it was necessary to have adequate curriculum

contentvénd well prepared personnel. Schwartz (1969) and the Canadian

¢

Society for ‘Education Through Art (1969) maintnin that the teacher 8
access o curriculum support material ir eaaential in the form of

quality pub}iéationa for children to examine and read along with other
a\ "

resoutrces.
The Alberfa Department of Education published in April, 1969 a

new Elementary,Art Curriculum Guide (1969). One of the 1mportant tools

1n implementing the fiew art program is having available suicable art

* LY

’ books. The inveatigator found the glementary Art Curriculum Guide for

Alberta (1969) contained few references for chlldren“e'booka on the

visual arts in the form of picture books useful 1n art 1earn1ng. There

vere almoat no references for self- ins:ructional art books especially '

-

’ )

for the primary g:ades. T . -
Quill and Quire (1970) and Kamra (1969) found the qualify
N s

+
.

P
i

be poo;?\\ Kamra further étated 8 néed to develdp more

3 LA ¥

precise evaluating Iﬁstrumants for judqing the varlous compOnen£§

s

Ra '

>
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I " st

(children's picture books being among them) of school library

oollecciona

a |

As a result of these {indings the majox purposh of this
‘atudy was evolved, namely, to develop more precise critXrin ‘to evalunte
childreﬂ'd books on the visugl arts and thus be able to aelget

worthwhile books for teaching art to children

. . The second major purpoae of the study was to develop a chFck~

o

list of seven major categoriea of art education content with which a
. . .

book might deal and which indicated whether the book provided

information under any or all of these majér content categories.
! . N ' ) r
The third purpose ‘of this ﬁ;udyAwas to augment the reference’

1ist of books suggested in the Elementary Art Curriculum Guide for

Alberta. This purpose was fulfillgd by applying Selected Criteria for '

Judging Children's Books on the Visual Arts to a list of 46 books. The
results were reported as a list of children's books on the visual arts in
. alphabetical form according t6 author and according to subject matter

and suitable aii appeal.
. :

Summary of the Procedures
N

[ - : , ) 1 . \
Data for the study was collectéd in the period from March to
. N .

- I3

- ¢ 4 - . &

May,hl970.
‘ Prochﬁfbé followed 1h develppinéﬂthe f;rst draft of cf{teria ~
wéf; léitera writtén cblthe Children'é Division of the‘American Library
,Association and the American Institute of Graphic Atts requesting a

115t qﬁ criteria which they used to chogse award winning books. Also a

L
letter was wtitten to Dr. Kenneth Marantz. a recoguized authority oh'\_/

H
' [



children's literature. Replies indicated that; although no written

criteria were used for choosing award winning books, some common

implicit driterin we;e‘employed. Dr. Marantz suggested studying as N
many children;a booke as poasinie. : y

Although.xppra 8 atudy was limited to fiction books, her general
findings regarding the 1ack of quality of children's books in school
libraries and the lack of training of teachers given the job of
selecting children's books, alerted the investigator to, the need for a
stated list of criteria for judging.children's books on the visual arts.

L) R 7 ,
A study. was made of book reviews by reputable reviewers as well as a

perusal of the classic children's books 1llustrated by leading, established
illustnators. A study waa made of several leading authons of books |
concerning the types of publications which appeal to children.

Schatz (1967), Marantz and Thompson (1970) and award judgeq
choosing the‘gwards for the Children's Biennial Book Show and‘the
Caldecotc Award mentiqned the inpoitance of integ;atinn of,text and

1llustrations, the suitabiliiy of type face and binding of 6ooks. Thefe

was a general consensus that illustrations should conform’ to the basic

*

principles of art. Implicit criteria were identified from the aboVe |
. vl |

mentioned sources. The major areas from wﬁich criteria were selected

fre—y . s. - At

i( o

— .
'\g; ' A

vere: . ‘
1. =6ver-all quality of book
ZL_AQnality of 1llustrations of book .
3, "Quality of text‘oi book™

4. Technical quélitysof book. « . 3 o

. A check-11st of art content was also formulated.
[ s /

", Y , : ——



The first draft of the 1n;trument'waé tested by five.judgeé
inciua1ng the investigator,using the same Eet of four cﬁildreﬁ's art
, books,‘ The second draft of the 1nstrument was tested by five judges.
The third and final draft was tested by five judges, then ‘four judges
(one of the judge s scores being deleted b’bause of consis:ently lower
judgment acorgs in all cqtegories). The third draft waswregamed
Selected Critéria for Judging Children's Books on the Visual Arts.” A

em—m

one way analysis of variance was computed for the data to determine

the extent of agreement between che judges on each item’ in the list of

criteria in the Selecteﬁ Criteria for Judging Children's BOOks on the..

v

Visual Arts. | | S

. : - . ! o ‘
. A second purpose of the study’was fulfilled by applying the

(S

Selected Criteria for JudgingﬁChildred‘s¢BBOks on the Visual Arts to a list of:
forty-six‘selected books coveringvthe areas of artqoutlined in the

Két Content cheék-iist of the instrument itself. The 46 pooks evaluated
by ghe investigator were from the burriculum.LiSrary at the ﬁpivérsity

of Alberta. T . [

Summary of Major Findings ‘ » " : j o .

L

A study of the results of the one way analysis of variance

camputed for the data determined that there was significant agreement

.- r

betweén th judges on each'item in the 1ist of Selected Criteria for .

:Judging,Chil ren's Booka on the Visual Arta excepc on the All—Inclusive "

£

The study 1ndicaﬁed that criteria could be identified from
‘ AR

i
é‘:?"

(Ges:alt) b dgment.

'n.,'—,./‘

”~



50

the literature. These criteria could then be reliably applied to a sqt

of children 8 books on ‘the visual arts and in this way an evaluation

£ . \

be made of the set 9f books.
v ' !
On studying the 46 books Judged, the inVestigator found they .

"

came under the content categories in the eheck list of Selected Criteria

for Judging Children's Books an the Visual Arts as reported in Table II.
/

All books used for both preliminary and final testing by .the

- '

Judges and the 46 books evaluatedby the investigator were‘randomly

.selected by her from those available 4n the Curriculum Library at

f The books randomly chosen were of a higher

i

overall quality than those seen byythe inveatigator in the children's

the University of Alberta.

- ’ \ ¢
departments of '‘Edmonton book stores and department stores.
Only about one third of th€L46 books evaluated were judged

suitable for the child of . nursery school kindergarten or the firs

L)

two years of elementary sehool The - random selection of books br0u ht

out the fact that there are fewer publications for this'age group.

®
Major .Conclusions -

'

, Criteria ‘could be identified and selected by the investigator

and then used to create an evaluative instrument for judging children s

p .

books on the visual arts. This evaluative instrument was validated by
14

' judges who vere art experts. The Selected Criteria for Judging Children 8

Books on the Visual Arts were validated for use by professionally

) ! 4

trained art teachers and was not intended for the general claasroom

‘teacher at this time. S \

4
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g 1

. co ' TABLE II

SELECTED CRITERIA FOR JUDGING CHILDREN'S ART LITERATURE
[ ) “\. \ : 0 »

51

e,

e ——

f . ’
EVALUATION OF CONTENT - CHECK LIST

-

NUMBER OF BOOKS

\

46

fay

Covers evaluation and judgment about art objects
Covers production or creation of art objects

(materials, techniques,.and processes of producing

art) ‘ ' . 21
Promotes'understanding and awareness of desthetie :

qualities of everyday life 31
Gives information on the historical development,

significance, and meaning of art forms in culture 16
Covers Design Elements and Principles 34
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RIS The criteria used in the SelectquCriteria for Judging
. | b‘\:‘

: \
Children 8 Books on the Visual Arts were more specific than ghose usged .
) R
in Kamra 8 instrument . However the amount of any one quality was not

- \ ' '
‘\l¢<
. measured in the pregggt study, only its presence or absence. P

On the basis of the one way analysis of variance,Athe judges
‘;’were in high agreement excebt for‘theiAll~Inclusive (Gestalt) eategory,*
Perhags greater agreement might be obtained by having jidges rate the .
books using the All-Inclusive (Gestalt) category 1astwinstead of first
as was done in this study. \ |
Although the judges were in fact statistically in high
agreement_on'the criteria under Technical Evaluation;.further,‘
, revisipns haye been made to clarify those«criteria. The reyisions were
IR . , L . f

‘considered advisable on the basis of more current findings of Spencer

© (1969) and Craig (1971). o o I

Some knowledge of art is necessary to use the4§5}ected Criteria <

for Judging ChiIdren s Books on the Visual Arts.,

LY ; ] )
Critique of thé Study

:A Books from the Curriculum Library at the University of Alberta
were used., The quality of these could possibly be higher than the
average found in school libraries.
| Books selected were limited to those of a type suitable for
children from kindergarten to grade six. This limitation waa - ,
" arbitzfrily impoaed to keep the study within the age range for which

A the E ntary Art Curriculum Guide for Alberta is designed

L@

The criteria used in the study could have been more detailed had ff

- - [rs
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v
t

C X
the study not been limited to the foregoing age group of children For

example, children s picture preferences in the area of' .color, line and

p type of interpretation of the subject, change predictably with their age.

L]

»

more uniform

To cover a- wider age group or a different age group, it would have been

-necessary to expand or change the criteria used for judging

; The investigator used only informed adult judgment only as to
the appeal of the books to children. The study could ‘be further ) ’
extended to include children's preferences in Children's art literature.
This could'be done py making available to a group of children a |
selection of children 8 art literature and keeping a record o¥{}heir
preferences and comments on the books they chose from the selection

The correlation between the scores, of the judges on All-

Inclusive (Gestalt) judgment.is low. - The investigator, in observing the

reactions of the judges, felt that- the All—Inclusive (Gestalt) judgment

tended to influence the judges responses to the detailed judgments

' In other words, the judges, after making an all-inclusive judgment,\

tended to refer back to 1t as they judged the individual qualities of

:the books. ,The'All—Inclusive (Gestalt) judgment might be better

presented after’the detailed evaluations.‘ This would give the judges

XN

practise in evaluating the books and might make a Gestalt judgment

-t

The Selected Criteria for Evaluating,Children 8 Books in the

Visual: Arts could have been made more detailed in the category of

Illustrations. The point award for colored illustrations would lead '

[ ’ >

“_, N to confusion and unnecessary loss of points for some books containing

- .

L excellent black and white illustrations or which use sepia<3r tan or:
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'monochrome which might actuallyﬁpdd to the effectiveness of the +
-illustrations The loss of points for "strong lineal qualitiea ‘,s‘

\

- stated in the Selected Criteria for Judging Children s Books on the

Visual Arts could unfairly penalize excellent illustrations which might

v 41

w
have been executed with large blocks of color and the use of a minimum
of lineal detail.
The selection of criteria did not include all criteria

others could»have been ‘used such as a study of which books children

-

chose in children 8 books on the visual 'arts; and their stated reasons

. for preferring these books. . ' 7 ' . ‘ .
‘ Y -

In this study the criteria were validated for use by trained

art teachers ‘only. It would havenbeen useful to. have the -instrument

testedvpy a group of general classroom teachers.
| | O

Further Revisions of Criteria for Technical Evaluation

¢

o, \‘-‘ ‘ . . . . ‘. - o
Subsequent to the, review of related literature made by the -

' investigstor in preparing the Selected Criteria for Judging Children ]

Books on the Visual,Arts more current . information has been published <\ j
. Loy

, related to the criteria concerning Technical Evaluation.v

Spencer (1969) states that a current survey would probably

)

. reveal larger average page sizes being used than those reported by
d.Tinker (1963) Spencer generally agrees with Tinker 8 findings with
regard to kinds of type, arrangement of type and line on the page and,y'

',qualities of Ppaper. used in printing. These areas vere, the source of
f'ysome criteria used by the investigator when making the current ‘

5:revisions under Technical,Evaluation.~

, .
T . . ., Lo TR



Craig (1971) presents clearly stated definitions ‘and exampyes '

“of u ts 'of méasurement (points and P ) used in’ typography. His

explana‘ on\of leading is also help 1.

accurate form for use by futurenevaluator? of children's books on the

' - visual arts. In ition?a‘section‘called,Typographic'Design"was
‘ prepared to further sharpen the typographic and technical evaluation of

books by future investigators These revised criteria make thg

i Selected Qriteria-for Judging,Children's Books on the Visual Arts of more. -

use to ‘teachers who may be less than professional art teachers The

i

‘revised crlteﬁia ior Typographical and’ Technical Evaluation are

T

presented in Table>l}I following.

'

The investigator, on the basis of the evidence: of this study,

believes this instrument could be a useful tool in directing teaohexs

) attention to” those components of books‘on art that contribute to their
Amerit as well aS‘in‘identifying books for children on the content of

the visual arts so defined in . this study. | ’1v j|_’;; i~f‘; '\ i

. All categories of the Selected Criteria for Evaluating

| 2R
Children s Books on the Visual Arts eXcept the check—list on content fould

5_ be applied to any publication for children 8 nse. A check-list dealing

with content 1n other areas such as science, mathematics, or social

4

: tstudies could be created and used along with the Selected Criteria for

Evaluating Children s Books on the Visual Arts. Perhaps the use of such

:an approach to choosing children s books might lead to more books of

\ N

W_f:greater interest to children in the general school curriculum.‘ A high

. degree of merit would help make books on many subjects more palatable for

. o R "t
IS ,' L », : .. R L N P . N
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RS - Umts_ of Measurement
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c Vs VA . . Cow L . Lo v N “ Lo
L Ao \ . \ o

Unllke the archltect who works m feet and, mches, |

B the desngncr |s oblnged ta work in small umits of - E ‘ ‘ ‘
W measurcment Obv:ously, it. would be absurd, o el S
"~ ° ‘lay an inch ruler.down on this page and - try to- ‘ B | |
" measure a letter whnch is a very'small fraction of o
', an inch. Dealing in these small fractions would be' * * +
. 'cumbiersorne ‘and would cause indccuracies. For* .
' /this reason, type measurcmcnts are calculatcd in- .+ : ,
~ \ units smaller than an inch: B T

Yoont P I o et . '

¥

=

Co Pomts and Plcas y f'. A Lo -t :

e : The two. basnc upits © used in typogmphy are ..

ST Called pomls and “picas.. The smaller unit is: the - v/ .

" poinr. There are, 12 points in one pica. (If you can_ - i AP | N

_ : ember that', there afe’ twelve inches in one . | S T
VL foot ‘then you should have no. d:ﬂiculty remernber- | 6 IR '

o L ﬂ\g 12 points in one’ plca) There are. 6 pncbs in oncb'\.f: l A ‘ . |

' '+ inich. Study’ Figure 37.50 that you can visualize the " | L L LA AR

;lmts in’ which you. wnll be workmg ‘Memorize -7 ingnaue Y - N
. these, urdits. Small 'as they arc they arc’h\funda- T S N .
mcntal tool o ‘ N ‘ iy

oo v “ *

-

A APlecoonypo P L AR T C
R Now let's. examme a plecc of typc (Fxgurc 38) It O
« o ds A recmngular ‘block. of . meta{ with .a: prmtmg
[RIET S surface oni 'top.. The block is’ callcd the’)body am‘i
the printing surface is called the facc L
o The height of 'the ‘body is” 918" and is. known

‘ ’ as typa-hzgh.‘Althouoh this. d:mcnslgg 13,, not Jm-
portant to'the .desrrrr\br it is very lmpoﬁa_nt‘ to the -
o - printer: that all type he: exactly the same ﬁexght in

' ":f.;.( nrdcr to prmc ‘evenly and cons;stcntly SRR
‘The' \Vidth Whlch is called the sét, is. dxctated by
the wxdth oE the mdlvxdual lctter. the lettcrs
M :md W bemg the mdest and I bemg th
“narrowest. 1 |
< The, dcpth “SF the’ body is the- dxmcnslon of thcv
greﬁtcst conccmitb the desn«mer (S&e :Figure 39)
ft'is an\m as the Imdy size: It is by thls dnmensron-
h,:t ‘e measare the size of type'

,,,,,,



' v
- | (The Size of this
N , A
Il L [} '
Word Spacing | . :
Spacing between winih iacdomplished mechand. .

cally by dnserting pidoes ot metal whish are lower
than the type itnell, Being lower, they do pot (omed
in et with the paper and, theretore, do not
print, These picees of metaldalled quady, are all
1clated In size to the em qrad, sthich iy ihe e
3 the type site. For example, il the type s G0
pointy, the em quad i1 a sthiee (o poinu hy 60
points: it the type iy 10 pome, the om quadas 10
pointy square, Singe 1 em would be ton mach
tpace between wordssmaller pietey of metal are
wed which are )ulnli\'i\imn ol the em qq:\?l
(Frgure 14), They ane listed below with the nick .
namey they e commonly known by,

om quad {(vqune of prownt sie) i (mutton)

lhhkA' " " '
“nndyixnl‘,‘xh‘jﬁ > :
Nt

- .
2-to-the om (172 of an em) en (nug)

' ?lef)cvcm (173 ol an cm)
Ltotheem (1/4of anem)
5 to theem (1/5 of an em)

6 to-the em (1/6 of an cm)

em n {requentdy called W “mndon” and the en
called a “nue” In Figaie 4% siy lines of type show
the bisic vaoations of wonld sprcing avaalable

Loltuy-clhg' ’ .
Probably the only tinie ynu will Dive accasion to

specily letterspaging is when witing words 1n all

caps. ‘I'he shapes of many of our roman cap do”
not effcctively fill ‘a revtangle. Combinations ol

these letters often create distracting holes 1 the

cven fexture of a hine. For this reason, A line of .
captr can look hetier with a litde lcncrsp.umg. as

shown an Figure 46, JFhis lettenspacing shauld not

he mechantaally coqual; i should be optically

rqual, These spacing matenials are very thin, Most

fonts have spaces of | point (made of braws) which

can be wsed singly i 10 gioups. Others are even

lhinncr, 172 point (coppery and- 1/4 pome (stain.

less ateel). There is-even a lettenpace made of

paper, ()unmlylhr thickness of 3 preve of paper -

this will give you an indication of just fiow finely

lewerspacing can be adjusted.s . e

"+t Leading - ' .ot

.

In a‘ddﬁion 16 the space between the words, it i
also pouible 1o vary the space hcl\\*n the lines,
To accomplish thes, megst stripn of various thick.
nesses (Figure 47) e placad between the fines of
type. This s called leadiing (prosionnged ledding)
and the leadds (lods) are measared in points. Then
function is mercly o wparate the liges of wpe.
They are less than type-lugh and do not print.

. LS

s

1

\
’ I'M v\ ’ 1}

M(' /ll_\ l’t‘lcn r‘"{\u(nr{, {7 /52,)" A

. 60

€1 CIAD (AO0ARE OF POINT arrr)

a

»

BN QUAR (172 OF At M)

"7 D
\‘\ _
Y,
0 .\ v '
) ,
S3T0 e €M "/.\Br AN By
‘ | g
.?‘
| E

\

CTOTHE E8 (174 (OF AN & M)

0 n

8 TN frer aa (MY 0OF AN Py

8 Y0 11 [ M (178 OF AN TN
L3 -

A4 A 48 point em quag and its subdivistona

N

®

. * :
This lme s spaced  with  em quads »
This line 13 spaced with en quads
This line 13 spaced witi 3 to the Bm spaccs

;hu line is spaced with 4-to-the em apaces
This line ;s spaced with 3-to-the-em spaces
Thislinc s spacail wm@:y the-emspaces

43, Six lines of type witn gifferen) word spacing.

* LETTERSPACING

. LETTERSPACING:

» ’ :
a - 48, RbOVe 15 @ word 5ot without |me‘rspacmq ang the lo1.

ferspdce anpo ¥ uncqual Brtow, the word hat boen cor-
tecion by aaditional lelieespating betwoen the lotiory that
s WOTE 100 Close. 1o make rhaflcummcmq cptcally equai,

: . #
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MR varous loads {or creating spaca balween lines ot typo
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When sctting type, it iv possible to vary_the wnount of space between the lines of type
by leading (pronouncal leddiag). This i doge by placing metal strips, called feady (ledy), '
between the Jitey of type, These Jeads vary in thicknes alld are measured in pointd Al
though leading does not print, we have indicated it in this example by printiap’ a black
. tnle of the same thickaess between the first two lines, I there iy no lcacsing, the type is
. said to be set 10fid . 1{ there 13 one point of leading, itis set™ 10 on 11 and is written 10/11,
The smaller iguie indicates the type size; the lacger figuee, the type size plus the leading,
sOUD 10790 ! . ' §

[ U -

. 4 .
When setting type, it is possible to vay the amount of space between the lines of type
e Jeading (proavunced Tedding). This s done by placing metal strups, called Jrads (‘c\{\),
berween the hines ol type, These lcm},&s vary in thickness and are measured in points. Al
though teading does not prnt, we have indicated it i this example by printing « black
»  fulc of the same thickness between the first two'lines, Jf there is no leading, the type is
stisl to be set rolid - Uf there 1s one po‘nt of leading, itis set 10 on 117 and is Wrirten 10/11,
The smaller figuee indicates the type size; the larger figure, the type size play the leading.

»

VPGt o ADED 10709

v e e v % S o — o ot o P

1

et e o e E o e, e o e RO S

. . ! :

\When setting type, it iy possible to vary the amount of space between the liges of type
* by leading (pron

{'ctween the hn

though leadingMoes not print, wve have indicated it in this example by printing a black

rule of the same thickness between the finst two lines, If there is no leading, the type is

said to be set solid [ there is ot“c int of leading, itis set “10 on 117 and is written 10/11,

“I'he smallec figure indicates the type size; the larger figure, the type size plus the leading.

nced ledding)/ Thus is done by placing metal strips, called feads (leds),
“of type. These¢ leads vary in thicknesy and are measured in points Al

¥ POINT LEADED 10/12

/ T ,

, When setting type, it is pus;ihlc to vary the amount of space between the lines ot type

" by leading (pronounced ledding). This 15 done by placing metal sterps, ﬁd lead, (leds),
between the lines of type, These leads vary in thitkness and are measuced in pomnts, Al

though leading does not priat, we have indicated it in this example by printing a blak -
tule of the same thickness between the first two hLines. If there is no leading! the type is
‘ ~ganl to be set woled. 1f there is one point of \cadiﬁg, itisset"100on 11" and is \vrin‘cr'\ l‘(i/‘.! LE /
. : 1IM smaller figure indicates the type size, the larger figure, the type size plus tg leading.

- : . o
IQOINT (EADED 10717 , . " .

S 3 . -

: o ’ e Y * ) ‘. N : .
Y B Four cincks of 10 posnt Garamong ?'mh-ivi}ymg amounts of leading. The black ryis betwean
Y ihe I8t rwo hines showd the amnunt atded betwean all the ines of that binck

¥
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Arts’to.furthe sharpen and refine these criteria. ‘ .

62

children's consumpt fon, ‘

The Selected Crk;orin for Judging Children's Books on the Visual

Arts 1[ applied to children's picruru books could nqqiﬂt in ldontifying

"a useful colleation of books which are artiktically 1llustrated. Used -
. . ;o '

.

by children such books would offer aAn exposure: to quaiity visual

N

It L

art and would develop in children a sense of discrimination. This would
stand them 1in good stead in dqveloping their nesthetic awarencss and

. co :
expectntibns of their shrrouﬁdings in general and not just in art
Aubjécts. tﬁ the opinion of the.investigator, young children develop
good art preferences when exposed to nuchentiﬁ*ékt of many variet\es

C

(including books) provided that uuthentic art isrin the form preferred
at tﬁf child's developmental lcvel. . |

3

Recommendations for Further Research »

7

A further study could be made to record children's preferences’
in gheir selection of children's books on the visual arts. This record

could be compared with the selection made by trained experts. It would

be useful.to find out how cﬂild;en's preferences in books are influenced

]

by their having read the said bgoks. oo

* Schatz (1967) recommends that it would be destrable to find

suitable criter a for judging children's books ‘on the visual arts by .

x
.

noting which bobks children choose on their own and noting children's

idiscusaion of %he bookq they- have read. These findingSWCQuld be applied
to the Selecteé Criterla for Evaluating,Children s Books on the Visual

.

~ - Y.
1

i
o X



P - :
The Department of Education in Alberta has recently published..
curriculum guides’for art education 1in the‘juniér and senior high'
school levela.' A study and aesessment of the type and quality of bookq /

on thé visual arts avallable for student& at the junior and senior high

school lcvel would be valuable for use with the new guides. A fevision
. B " '

\ s\ of the Selected Criteria for‘EvaluatingdChildren's Books on the Visual -

Arts codid be made so that it would be of help to art teachers at the
{ . jdnior and senlor high‘school levels when selecting suitable books on
tce visual arts from books currently available. . | S o
The Selected Criteria for Evaluatigg Children's Books on the

'y
Visual Arts would serve a most positive purpose if applied to children 8

picture ‘books in general and a list made of picture books which

y

implicitly teach art. 5 L ‘ '

v

The Selected Criteria for Evaluati Chil(ren'e Books on the

v

Visual Arts could be applied to'children's periodicals and a recommended -

1ist compiled. A survey of comic book series'could be made and

their artistic merit could be judged with a view to their possibie

1

visuaI upgrading.

]

The Selected Criteria for Judging»Children s Books on the

-

Visual Arts could be revised end changed to serve as a measure for

adult picture books and petiodicals.

, The Selected Criteria for Judging,Children 8 Books on_the

Visual Arta could be modified for application to slides.’film strips

and 16 m.m. films on art subjects and a useful list could thus be
— \
compiled for classroom teachers and other interested adults.

*

A long term study could be made of children' 8 prefetences in books

PS 3
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on the visunl arts before and after they have been extensively, exposed

\

to books which have been rated high on the' scale of the Selected Criteria

. .
v

for Ju@ging Children s Books on the Visual Arcs.

The Sélected Criteria for Judging}Children 8 Books on the

Visual Arta could be tested \b y a larger population made up of general

. ¢classroom teachers,,teachers training as school l%brarians and/or v

. ! ’
teachers tralning to be art teachers. . .
!

- N o 3
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e KAMRA FORMAT EVALUATION SCORE SHEET\EOR EVALUATING PICTURE

\ A
n,g\‘

BOOKS IN A SCHOOL LIBRARY

LN

)

Supefior (s)

o

L

”k?erage (A)

_Inferior QI) '

—

score X2 (3)
S S

‘ Good " quality paper,
appropriate size, .
' clear type, wide
margins, clean.

score X2 :(2)

Acceptable paper, print,

"and type size; medium

narrow. margins &for

‘smudgy marks on pages.‘

lo_score X2 (I)

-

Print too’ small J;'
paper thin & chea‘
margins too narrovw

'.to permit rebinding,-
~&/or very dirty. or
torn or ‘marked pages.

Book binding in good

condition,‘eye—catching,

rattractive, strongly
bound, [ or. plastic

" COVEI‘S

‘Averpgeibindingwor«doés
not attract .the eye, 1s.

not obviously worn.

P :
Weéklbindingé &/or
board covers,
or need immediate

' repair, or is’

badly mended, or

‘#s _very unattractive.

Crae T
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SELECTED ChITEhIA FOR JUDGING CHILDREN'S BOOKS ON THE VISUAL ARTS
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‘ EVALUATION OF CONTENT -  CHECKLIST 2 ko oo oo
\ Y. ‘ L ‘ ‘ L " !
Covers evaluation and judgment about art objects S
L 'fLmatnte fine and applied art_and that of the child)
vy rﬂ‘ . “ N . -
- Covers production or creation of ‘art ‘objécts \
\ (materials, techniques, and processes of;producing arg) .
. Ptomotes understanding and gwareness of aeschetic qualitLes
: of evegydgy life = T
- Gives information on the historical’ development, signifiggnce, ‘
and meanizg,of art jprms in culture : '
Covers Design Elements (general)
, ; ‘ v
. ' : Line -
, o .
- . Shape
' ) sbecific .} Form or Space _)"" — PN i
Color .. '
. . N . . [} . . N
Texture' -
Tone or Value h ‘
C AR - LN
LY I R 1‘ Lf * rt o ,“ \ 3 i . L —
Covera Design Pqinciples (general) o i
: . ‘Balance’ 7 |
. . ‘ Dominance - N : | o
. «+, . Specific : Rhythm (repecition) e L .
. . Al : N . " . Lot L 1
, . Variety '
L . \.Unity ‘ !
. w'nisoellaneous (to be specified if included) i ; ‘
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