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. co _ ABSTRACT
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\ This‘ié a gtudy of the development of urban community

A

’ v .

in the Canadian prairie west in’ yhe early twentieth century. .
It tests the thesis that a multitude of group associétions

R - 2
in the\ new city of Edmonton had significance for urbanh cohe-

sion, ;§¢n if that was not always perceived as' a primary ob-
: \

jective.\\gt suggests the degree to which life in Edmonton
offered‘aéa\yas ordered by an urbgn collective experience
bey?nd indiv;&gal, family or small group pursuits.

InﬁensiQe research provided information about Kdmon-
ton organizatiéns in 898, 1906, 1913 and 1921. Over th
quarter century the naés}q\of many associations’ and even of
the urban context'changed,\but the primacy of the city for
individual relationships continued. The population became
larger and more diversified in béckground during an immigrg—_
tion and railway constructiok boom. The municipal councils
before World War I made long-term cémmitments on behalf of the
ehti;e population for urb:n services against which no funda-
mental dissénting argument was raised, although election cam-
pailgns qn@\alqprmanic debates became heated on occasion over

\
the precise forms of implementation. Rival centres on the

(44 . .

* two sides of the North Saskatchewan River, South Edmonton
) ¥

(later Strathcona) and Edmonton, merged. Organizations ap- .~

peared to represent significant sectors of the population in .
o«‘,:’ . N

v



-
composite decision making: the Board of Trade, the Trades
and Labor Counéil, the Federation of Cbmmunity Leagues. Pri-
vate welfare organizations accepted collective responsibilities
so substantial that the public was gradually reconciled to
paying for ingreasing proportions of’yﬁem out of taxes. Church-
es contihua;ly found reason to espouse community causes or
‘raise questions of public morality for comprehensive debate.
Church—related.institutions like Alberta Cgllege‘and the Yopng
Men's and Young Women's Christién As;sciations devised broad
programs catering to urban needs. Hundrgds of,eiite, profes-
;ional, businéss, fraternal, service, recreational and church-
based societies coordinated their own specific priorities
with‘ehcompassing civic aims. Theatrical and sporting enter-
tainment'came to be organized for mass audiences on é regular
basis. At that particular time North American commumications
and corporate organization cast such widespread nets that,
despite the newness of the city,'ﬁucﬁ of what developed in
the Edmonton economy, civic administration, voluntary asso-
ciations and recreation followed standaﬁﬂ,internaﬁional pat-
terns. |

The social fabric of the city woven from many as-
sociatipﬁal threads was somewhat different in each of the 3
yvears for which the compésite picture id" presented. The ég— )
gregate effect was in one senée unigue. In another sense,
however, variety was limited by the commitments to colleétive
strategies. What wefe first conceived of as new opportunities

.- \

aising from consolidation in many fields could be trans-

vi
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formed into binding, str/ictures. The city became something
like an organism in which easily replaced individual citi-
zens had c}ifferiné cellular roles, but by which the indivi-
dual's quality of life was largely determiqﬁ.

N
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TNTRODUCTION

«a

Chapter 1: The Urban and Rural Distinctigg.

The organizing concepts of this study may be explained

in a Canadian antext by reference to the pﬁ§0ccupa;ion of some

leading Canadian historians with the importance of "metropoli—
. R -
tanism” in Canadian development. When the idea’ was so 1mpress-

ively displayed hy J. M, S. Careless in 1054 1t Had already

]

been expressed in varying degree in the work of H A, Innla,ﬁq
Donald Creighton, A, R. M. Lower and Donald ?as$§¥f§1 Rot
Ccareless isolated and made explicit a theory thcﬁ‘hadlpiei
viously been submerged beneath tHe welght of such traditional
themes as the development‘of natxonhood and tAe lmpact‘of the
frontler. He identified: as the main feature of the metropolid
tan thesis thz emergence of outstandlng c1t1es, each of which
went on to organize a dependent_area s resource deyelopment,
transportation, Communications,.trade, finance, oolitics, eéuz

Aed

cation, society and artistic culture to such an extéﬁt as to

prove its dominance. R g
‘ o N .

It was quite possible to‘see smaller metropolitan sys-
tems within larger ones: all Canadlan history mlght be char-
acterized in such terms ‘at each. conmunlty level; There were
unique ieasons, Careless argueg, for applylngrthe éoncépt
specifically to canadian history: its populatlon hag for ex-
ample been comcentrated in certain limited areas,'making'cep-
"tralization of metropolitan power more visible 5qréaa§§; than
in the United States. The long politicalﬁponnection with tae

<

"British" centre of power seems made to orderifor metropolitan



',(. '
. conjecgyre and the central Canadian government has tradition-

-

ally exerted cgpsiderable direct effort to overcome major
obstacles in the way of Canadian frontier economic development.

‘This is not to suggest Careless altogether denigrated

-

the usefulness of the frontier thesis. 1In the first place, it
was central to his 1954 articlé.that the dominance of the

mqtropolig in the new theory be contrasted with the primacy of
the frontiér in th; old. His egblanation of the importance of

metropolitan configurations, moreover, owed much to a previous
s < . .
nationalist reaction to the particular environmentalism dis-
« ’ 4 . J
played by supporters of the frontier thesis. These had assumed

" a continental "new wor%d" development of succes&ive frontiers;
little distinction was perceived at national boundaries. But

Donald Creighton, building to some extent-on the work of H. A.

N

Innis, emphasized a distinctively Canadian environment of

« v

river systems which could stimulate a separate, natural Canadian

communication and transportation pattern. The environmental

aspect of frontierism was thus modified to provide "natural"

t

support for Creighton's emphasis on an ultimately metropolitan

Canadian system finding its dominant'centreﬁ}n London and its
3 ,

e

native focal point in Montreal.
Not only ¥id concentration 6n the frontier theory pro-
mote Canadian discovery of metropolitan patterns, but it also

derived new impdrtance'from the qpplication of métropolitan-

- a

ism. The frontier did not disappear in Careless' formulation,

it was rather moved from predominant to dependent status in

’

"the new picture of Canadian development, frog/ggg/role'of in-

stigator of progress to that of reactor to progress.4¢ Frontier

-
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prétest moveﬁents.could therefore no longer bé understood as
ekpfessions of fresh new world ideals, but only of resentment
and resistance to manifestations of the power of metropolitan
centres. 'A'dicﬁotomy was iﬁplied by Careiess' original classi-
fication\oﬁ the métropolitan thesis: the metropolis doménated

a region; the hinterland (the "frontier" of old mythology, re-
duced to the "colony" in the new) resisted domination, ineffect-
ually unless a new metropolis was being created. This duality
has characterized scholarly understanéihg of Canadian metro;
politan development ever since 1954.

Another scholar had similar perceptions; A. R. M. Lower
had alreédy poiqted‘o?t "Two Ways of Life: The Primary Anti-
thesis of Canadian History."5 Hére recently, he ;eturned re-
flectively to the topic in broad context.G_ In 6ne4gpticle he
again émphasized "Two Ways of‘Life," declaring that "city and
country, the urban and the rural; the complex and the simple,
the civilized and the.primitive,;such terms éharpen the anti-
thesis." In Lower's analysis a certain moral flavour was
added: the city Qas a’?demand centre" which got from the
country "g;pply centre"™ what it needed by an infinite variety
of devices including not only trade but also piracy, coloniz-
ation and war.7 Even the apparently more legitimate method
of trade involved exploitatiqn\by thé "slavery of debt"; thus
"from whatever angle it is examined, the simple people of the
countryside seem/ﬁpvariably to have got the worst of it...."8
Cities, moreover, Lower described as "gfoups of men organized,
not fo; living, as is the countryside, but f&r accomplishment"

9

by means'of»"economic control". The values of the frontier
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survived in the new metropolitan interpretation, but as char-

- . acteristics of an oppressed rather than of an ascendant popu-

lation. ‘ ™,
. /
This juxtaposition of two basic elements of modern life .

was only brought the more into relief by Lower's introduction ™

of a third conéideration, the positién of middlemen, into the
formula.lo For these turned out either to remain staunch
agents of the urban metropolis forever, despite residence in
the hinterland, or to become protagonists in the creation of
new metropoles; in both cases they remained separated from the
denizens of the countryside.\_The fundamental dichotomy re-
mained.

Recently’w. L. Morton, speculating about the search for
a grand hypothesis which would "explainyat once the centrality
and the regionality of Cénada's actual history,f dismissed ;he
metropolitan thesis, because it | | |

seems necessarily td minimize the importance of the’

» hinterland. Yet no metropolis lives of itself; it is

%to the extent that it is metropolitan rather than

just urban, a function of its hinterland.
His criticism can be interpreted as a modification of Lower's
line of thought: Lower, obviouély grieved for the impotence
of the superior lifestyles and values of the hinterland; Morton
apparenkly could not divest himself of the conviction (?robably
originally derived from-the\frontier thesis) that the hinterland
must be'ucial‘ly important .to the metfopolis. Interdependence
should bé introduced into the metropolitan formula to replace

urban dominance. Careless soon seized the opportunity to agree

that, to be sure, "the concepts of metropolitan centre and

L}
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hinterland region can only be made meaningful in terms of one's
relation with the other." Professor Morton was therefore "per-
fectly correct in his conclusion that the regional and the

central, the metropolis and the hinterland, must always be kept

in balance."12 : o o

"forton, nevertheless, dismissed the thesisf Careless,

on the other hand, .emphasized Morton's own points to salvage

s

Its usefulness, stressing "interaction between metropolls and

hinterland, out of which all sorts of results may come\" It
was also necessary for Careless, turning his attention }b
Lower s work to disagree W1th that hlstorlan s tendency to
preoccupation with the exploitation of staple products as ﬁ@e
basis of metropolitan domlnance.13 Lower's narrowly conceiued
. —_— \
formula, Morton's criticism and Careless' modifying defbknse of
metrogolitanismfall assumed, however, that it is indeed possible
to discerndtwo essential separate forces. Careless has thus
been able to describe‘tentatively a particular outburst of
French Canadian nationalism as "a reaction of forces within a

hinterland reglon agalnst existing metropolltan domlnance."14

4 9-\ N f

all canadian hlstory mlght be explalned repeatedly in terms

of a simple dichotomy.

In three other recent offerings Careless has however

¢

transcended a merely two-dimensional characterization of Can-

adian development while recommendlng attention to d1v151ons,
. multiple group identities and pluralism in Canada.ls’ It is

true that ever here there appeared frequent references to urban
|

elites, regional power structures, decision—making centres,’

dominant urban centres and chief metropolitan cities, all



phenomena which fit clearly into his metropolitan thesis. But
his apparent consciousness of diversity is most stimulating.
Not only nationalism but also matters of class, generation,

ethnicity and urbanization were said to be important areas for

16 Chief urban centres might after all contain critical

differentiating characteristics.17 Canadian cities might in

study.

fact deserve détailed study: since at least the 1880s the rate
of urban population growth has been steadily impressive; more-

over, Canada has been very much a land of "cities in the wilder-

w18
ness.

A bewildering number of themes seemed to Careless to

exhibit distinctively urban qualities: not only metropdlitan

relab*gns but also communications, technological changes,
elites, artistic cultural sponsorship and educational deveiop—
ment; to cite his examples. Beyond'those which he discussed at

some'lehgth, he recognized an almost endless list of pertinent

topics -

such as class, ethnic and religious relations; ...
labour, immigration, unemployment and relief; . ...,
social problems and policies; alcoholism and the tem-
perance movement; industrial and financial develop-
ment, wholesaling and retailing; not to mention the
press, the professions, the crafts, and the” amusements.
There is besides the whole question of the city's
role in national and regional politics and its own
municipal political life. 'There is the history of its
internal services, transport and utjlitied; its plan-
ning and speculation, its builgingé, its general
ambiance. And still the list could be extended to
cover its people in individual and collective person-
\ alities, the 'urban biography' of-their whole commu-
\_,\nit’y.19 - ; ' -

) ]

|

- ¢ ]

L\ s . o, I . iy
Here his interest in urban history clearly intersected with
his discovery, of diversity in the Canadian eXperience: to

study urban history may mean, after all, to study diversity



and segmentatioh within a peculiai kind of community.

'Recognition of pluralism in urban ?lfe at once under-
mines and illuminates‘the traditional metropolitén thesis.
ﬁere one to examine in detail the twin‘components of metropoli-
'tanism, the metropolitan.centre ana the hinterland, one would
soon recoénize that the relative homogeneity of the economy and
society in the one contrasts markedly with the heterogeneity in
the otﬁer. An agricultural hinFerland,‘for example, would be
'pdpulated by farmers and minor middlemenyactin@ és agents of
the metropolitan centre. The farmers are alike in that théy
pe;form a similar service, a siwilar~function: they produce
certain (perhaps staple) food;tuffs required or transmitted
further by the metropolis. Buf'of what and whom is the metro-
politan centre composed? Of a population homogeneously engaged
in a single service? Careless' own introduction to the city
in Canadian history betrays itsicomplexity, its collection of
fuhctions, its segmentation, its coordination of oft-conflict-
ing interests. Who is more the urban dweller: the fac£dry
worker or the financial directar? Does the factor§ worker have
mafe_in cémmon with the financial director or with the farmer?
Are the identifications of the‘ﬁhree; one with any othe;, less
tenuous and distant in any combiﬁaﬁion? "Is the cooperation of
any two of the three personal and intimate? _How then, are the
metropolitan and the hinterland.populatidns comparable as
entities? ‘ o B

Ihe metropolitan thesis can easily ailow our preoccupa-
tion £o rzéain with the naﬁure and relations of the hiﬁterland.

It may al O cause us to tak% for gfanted the unity of the
—
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J
metropolis; not to wonder at the processiby which “so many di-

verse people came to behafe a;Aa solid-commuﬁity, or aﬁ the
forceg\qgiCh hold them together. Perhapswfhe "interaction"
which Professor Careless has come to recognize betweeh!metro-
polis and hinterland is just as fascinating among a mu#titude
of urban groups variously identified, not only betweeqjtwo
‘massive antithetical urban and rural configurations. Both
Careless and Gilbert Stelter have separated urban historical
etudies of "processes or events in an urban setting" or "intra-
urban" history from studies of "external patterns of organiza-
tion" or "exo—urban" history.20 Perhaps such a separation is -
misleading: 1is the relevant interaction-not rather amoﬁg
groups'ochonsiderably reduced identity, such that| none of
them is limited to merely urban or merely non-urb ﬁ‘relation—
ships. Perhaps the eity cannot be isolated'as a ynified entity
exerting collective influence on the non-city. Perhaps any
city,is definable only as an area of relatively d nse popula- -
tibn,‘thus notable only as a visible focus of codperation.

Speculation inspired by some of Careless 1atestvtheory
links the hinterland and the metrepolis in the p'ocees'by which
a frontier disappears. A wilderness-might progress from a
. "superficial extraetlve frontier{ through a "committed extract-
ive stage" of eelatively small towns, some of them commercial;
beyOQ?ma thiré plateau at which local resources are.localli
pxpcessed, finally to a "regenerative" era during wﬁich the
cities $0 longer depend entirely upon restrictedly local re-

" ) 21

sources ﬁ.[ continuing development, else they stagnate.

The laté&“‘gages focus increasing proportions of the incoming



population in/df;se proximity. Econowic growth and special-
ization.in tﬂis moving picture create cities. The dichotomy
between country and city is reduced; their connection is in
historical,procesé.

If in certain senses the distinctiveness of the urban
and rural categories is not absolute, yet it is true tha£ the

spirit of separate community is strongly built in the process

of city growth. The experience of fhe city environment, begin-
ning with the simple facts of close proximity and the inter-
dependence of urban specialists, creates the illusion of'a
separate organism, of distinction between the city and the out-
side. So solid an interconnedtedhess is this ?hap the continu-

ation of cities once well established is normally taken for

granted. If there are inter-personal or inter-group animosities

" within urban confines} all seem to have been resolved in the

. 14
long run of Canadian history in favour of a continuing coopera-
> . \

tion. "~ Urbanization has been a generally positive process, '
characterlzed by relatlvely regular urban populatlon growth. 22
Most Canadians have been content not to separate themselves

from their fellows.

- Even a superficial study would demonstrate how incor-

- rect it is to suggest all Canadians learned urban cooperation

¢

in Canada; historically significant civilized behaviouf was
brought from elsewhere to Canada by immigrants. DNor is it
true that all Canadian group associations are to be identified
py occupational classifications; neither, therefore, are all
inter—gﬂ&hp conflicts necessarily stimulatgd by occupational

discord. The internal contradictions to be resolved in a city

o
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must be manifol@, and the larger and more diversified the ur-
ban population, | the greater the complexity'of the interactions.

This is true even if something as basic as the tension between

.

10

the expansion of specialized services in a new city like Edmon-

ton and the atteéndant mounting necessity for widespread coop-

L}
eration may be said to underlie the development of urban com-

Amunity. The "urbanization" demoh§trated by Edmonton's social
development matched increasind economic and social complexity
with a more sophisticated network of agencies promq}ing unity.

If a commitment to the ideal of communityZBlié insep-
arable from thefwérkings of a city, the commitment existed‘in

early Edmonton in varying degrees of intensity-fbf Qifferent

residents. It would be easy enough to claSsify soyé as zeakous

organizers and others as those merely being organfiq&i.L ohn

Taylor has, for example, in his’gearch for the essence
of the frontier in urban sithations, described "Canadian fron-

» .
tiers as the ‘frontiers of the powerless" and (after S. D.

N v A
Clark) -relations between metropolis and frontier as simply"
~"a socio-economic relationship or contest between the powerful

and powerless." He then hypothesized that three frontier con-

ditions have arisen in Canadian hiStory: the classic land

frontier exploited by a geographically external metropolis; N

an urban-industrial "frontier within" the city where wéalth
has been created by exploitation of powerless industrial wor-
kers (after Daniel Elazar); andla kind of welfare frontier in

which chief advantages go to the institutionalized. components

of society at the expense of an unorganized sec;tor.24

-

Those who did not organdze themselves. adequately to
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cope with the demands of the community gradually became the
objects of the attention of organizers, activating the idea
of public or social welfare. Th;t very terﬁ suggests its
roots in a dedication to the welfare ﬂot S0 much‘of individ-
uals but rather of the organism of whiSP they were a part:
in this case, the city. .Misfits often geemed not only peri-
pberal but burdensome, sometimes even dahgerous. To put it
another way, Qithout commitment (however unwitting) to commu-
nity, there would be nb’concern for welfare on a group level;
only opefto—one'conqerns‘amohg individuals. As Fdmonton de-
velopéd, we éhall gee, individual pursuits and the quality of
individual livés éame irreversibly éo depend on the quality
of the organismt25 A tyranny of community was exerted in
‘which it became unimaginable to live without it.

ﬂsdcial welfare is only one of ; number of urban devel-
opments which illustrate the community theme. qg%viously the
first factor in community maintenance would be the degree of
homogeneity %n the prévidus experiences of the population,
the extent to wh%’h the new urban\citizens shared common tra-
dL;ions;? Within thé general population the retative homogen-
eit?véf an elite would be important to the es;ablishment of
common direction forrthe city. In each-section to follow,
identified by a particular year in the continuum 1898 to 1921,

the first chapter examines the population. The second chapter

in each section introduces the economic circumstances. The

1

interdependence promoted by the economy could work oply insofar

as a suitable economic base was available, and as a suitable
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system for exchange of services (inciuding transportation) was
operative, The ird chapter considers a community factor
following largely from the second: the artificial or formal
cooperation whi was necessary to overcome failures of inter-
dependent econotic selkf-interest to maintain all aspects of
the system. A [booming economy, for example, required public
intervention tp provide the desired levels of energy, commu-
nication and fransportation utilities; and public intervention
to regulate ygesidential relationships. Collapse of the growth
boom in 1913/ emphasized public responsibility to ensure the
welfare of ghe many new éitizéns whose livelihoods had depended
on the rapild expansion. The'choicé of municipal leaders was
therefore /fnot an ihconsquentﬁal urban pasﬁime.

e common 9005 was at the same tipe pursued at micro-
levels within thg*gi;;Fer city: by service clubs, professional
associations, labour uniéns and neighbourhood orgaﬁizations.

The fourth chapter in each section will therefore analyze the
contributions o£€§oluntary organigafions to civic unity. The
connections might not always seem obvious at first glance.

But the churches, to take one example, bound together people
intent on'findiné absolute principles to guide their behaviour
towégd harmonious relations with one another. The church denom-
inations brought tradition and stability to the urban com-
mﬁnity of Edmontoq from the ou;setfl More than that, they
bfought'the North American tradition of substanéial tolerance

by one denomination for phe other, an ability to coexist and
even -on many occasions to cooperate. lThe overall framework was

Christian, to be sure, although some issues could be d%v;sive.
' ’
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Oon the other hand, Edmonton developed at the same time as certain
ecumenical experiments which‘empﬁasized shared objectives. And
similarly, the fifth chapter in each section looks/into another
category of activities with purposes not first and foremost
couchedhin urban terms. But the modes of recreation which
emerged served to organize people and bring groups together,
by focussing large audiences on common entertainment, for in-
stance, and by immersing large numbers of people in games .
played in teams and leagues.

. The effect of this study of an urban people and their
organizations is to show how those organizafions collectively
contributed to an urban community in a particular situation;

initially the plethora of organizations and population char-
acteristics simply suggest variety, without cohesion. Further, a
close consideration of the history of each group in isolation
would emphasiie the derivative quality of their Idmonton ex-
perience. Yet gollectively,_the comple§ set of various and
derivative activities presents both a unified and a unique
picture. The focus ié admittedly on the urban social community
albne, whereas there are other factors which contribute to a
whole description of a particular city - the physical appear-
ance, for one. Within its limits, however, the technique used
withoét deviation in ghiS/apprgach, drawing together in one
study a mass of historical éopuiﬁtion and orgapizational de-
tail in ord;r to demonstrate its inter-relatedness in Edmon-

ton, can be expected to distinguish Edmonton's community

‘development from that of other cities. More than that, it
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tries to define the urban unit in the ways its ;esidents
sensed it, go that they diséinguished not only the Edmonton
expeﬁience from the Calgary one, but also city fdlﬁlgrom country
' folkJ ft tries to explain the persi;;ence of the metropolitan-
Hlnt%rland dichotomy in Canadian perceptions by £he cumulative

4 t

stredgth ofea city's community institutions,
]

Il
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Chapter 2: Edmonton Before 1858. - ] . -

0 Prior to their merger in 1821, both major Brltlsh.a@fth
American fur-trading companies established the site of twh QL
tleth—century Edmonton by locating nelghhourlng forts in the-
same vicinity on the North Saskatchewan river. 1 The Northwest
Company's:Fort Augustus end the Hudson's Bay Company's Fort
Edm;nton were nevervsecurely positioned geographically until
the day of}union( but .thereafter Fort Edmonton became a chief
Hudson's Bay Company post for the trade of fPrs and manufactdred
supplies, connected by winter(route via tHe North Saskatchewan ~
"to Nbrway Hddse, York Factory and London, gngland. While Hud-~
son's Bay Company‘control of the Northwest Territories, did not
'end until 1870, by the early 1860s there were already eigns
that ‘the development of overland routes by way of American
points would redsze FortnEdmonton's,;mportance. Ox;cart and
railway systems through St. Paul and Wénnipeg created one new
trading route;’cqnnections between southern Alberta and‘Fort
Benton, Montana created another. As Edmonton was at the end
of both trails} its imnortance declined with the crucial aspect
of its water route thrdugh-Hudson's Bay.2 |

atter decline was not the result; for some adventurers
on their return’ from the Cariboo gold rdfh in the’earf; 1860s
stopped. . to settle in the Edmonton region, while others‘vainly
"sought in such local areas of the North Saskatchewan river as.
"Clover‘Bar" the glitter of4e new gold strike. SubSequent
moﬁe northerly British Columbia gold hunts kept traQeilers

cirruLating through Edmonton during the late 1860s and early
i , . i A

1870s, some of them gradually adding to the limited non-Indian

-

16



popuiation.3 . ,

.The end of Hudson's Bay Cpmpan ule and-the transfer
of the Northwest\te Canada in 187B\Qefked‘the beginning of
significant settlement outsidevthe rt,/ Even the main Hud-
son's Bay Compae;ayESidence within the stockade was replaced

% by a new one jugv outside.” The Company, though relinquishing
Y [ ]
Eph&t*eent;ol ovex the territory, nevertheless reserved an

~ .
enormous\}xact.of land in the vicinity, amounting to 3,000

acres. Other land claims staked on the nerth side of the Nofth

Saskatchewan during the 1870s were therefore generally some

distance from the Fort; the alternative was tn locate on the

17

south side of the river. Many of the new-settlers, like Malcolm

Groat and John Walter, were fe;mer Company employees, having
virtuelly their cHoice'of property. Well known businessmen
of a later age at first owed ;heir liveliheed to farm l%nd,
only grdeually.becoming involyed in other enterprises to ser-
vice the community. In 1874, perhaps forty privafe owners
oecupied prepe}ty in the area, exclusive of the nearby St.
dlbert mission and settlement. _Refugees from the westerly
gold fields supplemented ex-Company employees in the modest
rush to exploit the newest popular resource: land. 1874 was

the year in which fifty protectors of peaceful land settle-

ment, the North-West Mounted Police, arrived at Fort Saskatche-

wan, somewhat separated but not inaccessible from Edmonton.4

Starting from the tiny Edmonton population of 1870,
it would be easy to exaggerate the settlement's growth in the

next decade. One could, for example, accurately point out

that the 1881 Edmonton paopulation of 263 represented an incfease'
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of no less.than 80 percent over‘t of 1878, in an absurd
misuse of statistics. 1In fact, the most impoéing accommoda-
tion continued' to be that of the Hudson's Bay Company's Chief
Factor, the "Big house"-standing grandly on the high ground
of the present lLegislative Building, above the Fort on a 1owé§
level of the river.bank. It.is true, nevertheless, that the
Fort was in the carly 1880s accompanied by a number of business
establishments - everal general stores, butcher shop, harness
shop, blacksmith shop, print shop, hardware store, barber shop,
bank, two hotels and of course the churches - in several clus-
ters separated by bush. From 1881, lots were being sold in
thenﬁewly surveyed "townsite" around the Fort; on some of them
residences appeared immediately, initiating an alternatime
settlement nucleus to the commerCial centre farther east.5

The character of the populace changed as the predomin-
ance of Hudson's Bay Company nen declined. The French speak-~
ing population, for instance, was fundamentally altered; French
and Quebec immigrants first complementing, then to a cdnsider—»
able extent replacing, the original French Canadians and Metis.
Some of the newcomers were eventually to achieve commercial,
political and social ‘prominence .on the basis of modest ori-
ginal enterprises, lihe the general merchandising store of
Stanislas LaRde and Joseph Henry Picard of Quebec. At the
same time m%hx of the Metis who had.originally been attached
to the Compan§ as Fort buffalo hunters or freight transporters
‘left the community to find new livelihqc@s elsewhere; Their
Francophone replacements:from Quebec were far betteriattuned

to urban development; many, including Picard, began their
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Edmonton careers hy undertaking construction enterprises suited
to expectations of population expansion. Some can be identi-
fied as hotel proprletors or distributing merchants, some,

.

even during the 1880s, conducted two or more enterprises simul-
taneously.6 : K
Newcomers also appeared from other parts of Canada to
challenge’the primacy of Hudson's Bay Compahy men and other
oldtimers. Such well-travelled gold-hu;tiné pioneérs as Donald
Ross, who finally settleq down to establish Edmonton's first
hotel in 1876, or 3ames Gibbons, who waited until his mid- d
forties '‘to settle on an Edmonton homestead, had once themselves
been the new e}ement to eonfront'Huoson's Bay Combany employees.
Now, in the early 18803, they were surrounded by ehergetic
- young Ontarians and maritimers taking advantage of the modest
‘population expansion to“frohide—nEW—sefviees for profit. |
‘Ross“ Edmonton Hotel soon had a competitor, Jasper
House, whose proprietor, James Goodrldge, ‘had once been an

R

Ontario cablnet maker. Frank Ollver became well-known for his

Edmonton Bulletin; the second newspaéer in the Northwest Terri-
tories. K. A, McLeoa took advantage at the age of 24 of a
minor real estate boom to invest his profits in a bnilding and
contract business. Rlchard Ottewell's Clover Bar homestead
eventually became the scene of a varlety of enterprlses, in-
cludlng coal mlnlng, saw milling and flour mllllng. Richard -
Secord's first opportunity was school teachlng in 1883, but.he
soon left thlS for part1c1patlon in fur trading and general
metchandlslng with John A, McDougall, perhaps the most promlh—

ent Edmonton entrepreneur of his generation. Only 24 in 1878,



McDougall nevertheless had over teﬁ years of storekeeping and
associated experience in.Ontario.and thé Northwest when he
opened his first Edmonton store. Although McDougall's fur
trading was successful enough to stir some irritation in the
.neighbouring Hudson's Bay Company post, the‘operations of his
general store were gradually extended to specialize in out-
fitting ‘and trading with pioneers at more northerly points,
while ﬁhe\trading profits were judiciously invesfed in land
in and aroﬁnd Edmonton, in long-term anticipation of eventual
settlement.7 ) | |
Otﬁer Canadians carved themselveé niches in the new
village commerce and.indu§try in the eagly 1880s. Ross Bro-

thers' hardware store originated in 1882 on the initiative of

James Ross after four years of freighiing, carpentering and

20

tinsmithing in the locality. The lumber business and carpentry

experiences}of A. J. and D. R. Fraser enabled them to operate
the prémier ldcal sawmill after 1881. Mattﬁew McCauley spent
ten years as labourer,.teamster, drayman and farmer in other
western places preparing fof his 1881 start in Edmonton as’

liveryman and contractor.»:ﬁost‘of these men were relatively

young when they came, yet many had spent years wandering from

place to place, a pattern which suggests that to balance those

oy

who stayed, many must have passed.through in the queséwfor
more‘lucrati;e prospects.. Not all the Canédian newcomers
lookéd for business opportunities, for some came to occupy!
professioqal or government positién; - the Osbornes in the new

post office, Thomas Anderson as the first Crown timber agent,

H. L. McInnis as government surgeon; D. G. McQueen Presby-

7
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>

terian minister. If ghe Canadians swelled the §Opulation only
a little, they did initiate some elaboration of the available
services.g - )

~ « . The Hudson's Bay Company came to share the economic
concerns of the ne&comefs. The reméining employees of the
Company had after 1870 to adjust to administering not only an
altered fur trade, with the influx of numerous competitors,
but also the parcels of land left after transfer of the north-
west to Canada was complete. ThékCompany found that incomé

from land sales was for the time being virtually non-existent

outside urban centres. Development of the land resources would

9 Artificial stimuli were

have to await subst§ntial immigration.
bf only limited use tq increaseifandrgﬁles ana ééricultural
produttion in the region. But”some of the former Company
employeeé hoped as much as the Company é&d to profit from land
speculation. Leadefs‘in the settlements of Edmonton, St. Al-
bert and FoftvS;skatchewan were persistent; they were prepared
as garly as 1879 to promote the Edmonton Agricultural Society
to organizé annual agricultural exhibitions. While enthusiasm'
soon waned'so that by 1881 the Society hadvfailed,.i£wwas re-
vived‘in 1882, possibly in response to expectatipns of expan-
sion generated by the revitalization of the Canadian.Paéific
Railway project in 1881. g

Frank Olgyér,.pioneer newspaper publisher of the Edmon-

ton Bulletin, was credited with the Agricultural Society's re-

surgence. His advocacy of vigogshs\support of agriculture
Ny
th;ZGQh the Society was but one manifestation of his and his.

fellow Edmontonians' economic orientation. Oliver's newspaper
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was designed to be read by farmers,'ﬂust as tﬁe merchant-
L]
sponsored Agricultural Shows were intended to benefit farmers.
In- other words, non-farmers and part-time fé;mers promoted the
, region's agricultural development. The-Bulletin offered prac-
tical ;dvicé‘oé the treatment of domestig animal ‘and crop
diseases and on the desirability of 1§cal cooperdtive cheese
factories and creameries. Letters to the editor were as often
-as not from farmers. Agitation by Manitoba farmers against
allegéd monopolist abuses by grain élevators was regularly re-
ported.'PEdmonton businessmen obviously hoped to prosper on
the basis of regional ag;icultural progress; by the time it
10

came in the late 1890s, the urban pioneers were well prepared.

. rd
¢
a .

For that, though, communications and transportation
facilities had to improve. During the 1870s railway»connecﬁion
with eastern Can;da was a matter”for anticipation only, marked
by'levels of optimism thch.varied accérding to rumours of the
probable route and completion date for the expected Canadian
Pacific Railway. Telegraph éommunications reached within
tWenty ﬁiles sbuth of Edmon£on in 1877, but the allgged domin-
ion government preference at that time for a northerly_raélway
route tﬁrough'the vicinity did not materialize. 1In 1880 there

,was some reason to believe that agriéultural development of the

jafea was immediately at hand, for the transcontinental Canédianv
Pacific Railway was once more seriously und%f construction, »
and éublicized plans were to route it north—wéstward ffom Win-
nipeg and ult%ﬁately through Yellowhead Pass. Telegraph ser-
vice reacﬁéz'Edmontéﬁ that year, stimulating Frank Oliver to

3

make good: use of it to £ill part Qf his fleagling newspaper.
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Modern‘connectioné with the rest of Canada seemed at hand.ll

in anticipation the Dominion Tands Board in 1882
caused a settlement to be made of the informal partitioning
conducted by the settlers themselves since 1872. This outline
was used two years 1ater.by William Pearce, Inspector of Lands
Agencies, to sort out conflicting land claims and rationalize
boundaries officially on the lots of more than 240 landowners

A1

whose property formed the basis of Edmonton and South ﬁémontoﬁ
townsites much later on.1? ' ’

A minor fever of spéculative preparation was abruptly
curtailed in Edmonton when the ﬂ;ws arrived in the.sqmmer of
‘1881 that a more southerly foute, favoufing the expénsion of
Calgary, would be followed. Edmonton entrepreneurs were not
entirely put off the pursuit of land investments, but realiz—
ation of major progits was delayed. Tn the meaﬁtime, mercan--
tile tfansportation patterns from Winnipeg were significantly -
altered, shallow-draft steamboats on the Saskafchewan losing
their predomiﬁance of the 1870s to a qombinﬁtion of‘railwéy
and Red River carts, wagons and stagecoaches._,RiQer steamers
_cont;nued, however, to serve intermediate Saskatchewan River
settlements aqd, in combination with pverland routes, anéhored
" the metropolitan ambitions of Edmontopiahs to,domiﬂate the
northern trading systems. Here wés ;uch of the communications
basis of Edmonton's livelihood prior to phe agricultural boom
of the late 1890s.>3 |
Thé,completidn of the Canadian pacific qulﬁay to Cal-

gary by 1883 encouraged a fundamental chahge in the trading out-

! ‘ ; . . ¥
lets of Edmonton and its hinterland. Transportation along the



24

éalgary-Edmontén‘trail,'énce'the link with Fort Benton, Mon-
tana, revived, bdt with a new ultimate destination. Stage,
freight, mail and teleg;aph.communiéation soon bound Edmonton-
ians, like other wéstgrn Canadians, to central.Caqada. West~-
ern localities whose anbitions had been frustrated by the
choice of a southern transcontinental railway route quickly
attempted to obtain‘spur line connection with the main track.14
For Edmonton, the link was ensured by federal incor-
poration of the Calgary and Ed&onton Railwgy Company in the
-spring of 1890. The seven provisional direétors inéluded two
'.hembers of an investment firm closely as:~ciated with western
14nd companies (Edmund B. Osler and Herbert ¢ Hémmond) énd
"five railway contractors of vérying distinction (James Ross,
Nicol Kingsmill, Herhert S. ¥Holt, William Mackenzie and Donald
D. Mann). But for a éariety of reésons, theirs was obviously
only a second best solution to Fdmonton's transportat:on needs.
Calgary was sfill the galling feminder of what Edménton had
missed. Calgary would benefit economically from every subsid-
iary railway jéining the main line there.’' Other beneficiaries
incited Edmonton's envy. The principal investors in the rail-
way wéuld profit handsomely in the long-run,-supportea by pro¥
ceeds from a ten-square-mile-per-mile-of-railroad grant. ©On
a line stretching froﬁ Fort Ma?leod ip the south all the way
north to South Edmonton, the total endowment would amount éo
a stunning 1,800,000 acres. Finally, the‘C.P.R. itself stoad
to gain from branch lines, and in this case it had the addi;l
' 15

tional benefit of a lease to operate the new railway.

Edmonton's gain'was dwarfed by the profits of others.

)
\
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The promise of the railway was nevertheless enough to

justify Edmonton's incorporation as a town in early 1892, It
also unfortunately provided the original issue activating a

a

municigaliénd economic rivalry with tha¢ hamlet of hitherto
o B

w
AR

dismissable proportions, South Ed@onton. For, in negotiating
the terminal site féfnthe railwaylin the Edm@nton district,.thé,
directors were able to reject relatively exbé;sive propositions
on -the populous nprth side of the rivérgg% favour of an attract-
. ive settlement on tﬁe south “side. A sggki*coterie of south
" Edmonton entrepreneurs cohtrolled a backagé of more ‘than one
thousand acres of land in a good, central location south of
the river. The railway directors Qére convinced that it could
serve as a neat new townsite anchored by the proposed station,
particularly as they would he treated to a halff inferest in
the townsite property in reﬁu;n for a July, 1892 deadlini on
completion of construction. Wary Edﬁénton businessmen, stq;véé
already for a decéde pas§ of favburable'economic‘prospecégj
interpfeted.the essence of this agreement to mean undue in-
fluence might be added.by the railway investors toFSouth Edmon~
ton intrigues to have feéeral administration buildings con-
structed in the vicinity of the new station.1® .
Emotions were thus prepared/for the excitement of one
of the sustaining legends of Edmonton community spirit: the.
attempted "theft" oh June 18, 1892 of Edmonton's federal land
office by South Edmontén. The federal land and timber agént
in Edmonton, Thomas AnderSon, was one of‘those alleged to -haue

an interest (possibly through his son) in the south side town-

site. When he, evidently with federal government sanctlon,
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was spied on June 18, 1892 organizing a move of office Eooks
and supplies to the south side, it was easy for Edmonton citi-~
zens to suspect a conspiracy by the backers of the new town-
site. 1In a frenzy of excitement leading gitizens organized

" the dismantling of‘the offending wagon and the unhitching of
the horses. Town officials despatched prbtesting telegrams to
parliamentariané, territorial legislators Fnd Sir Donala‘Smith

«0f the Canadian Pacific Railway. An evening mass meeting at
the site of the attempted criqg served<to maintain civic morale,
while the buildjng itself was protected by guards posted around’
the clock until the ar}iva1 of replies io the telegrams.

Two local policemen were helpless in the circumétances;
even a force of twenty North West Mounted Policemen arriving |
from Fort askatchewan‘fould see- the wisdom in allowing the mob -
which had g&thered simpl& to remaiﬁ and await the calming news
which must surel'y come from O_ttawa: On June 20 it came: ~th~a
permanent-land office would remain in Edmonton; any projected
move had ostensibly only been a temporary plan.17 A great’
piot had, in the minds of Edmonton féwnspeople, been frustrated
in the nick of time by determined local vigilance. The inci-
dent pasged into the ever escalating grandeur of Edmonton's
municipal mythology, its significance not to be found in actual
.events but in the new animosity it displayed between the rival
communities of Edmonton and South Edmonton, a sense of compe-
tition which could ﬁot formally be squelched until amalgama-
tion in 1912,

‘ Meanwhile the first requirement in Edmonton's drive to

[

offset the advantage of South Edmonton's train station was to
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‘obtain a bridge between the two centres.18 The highly visible
inefficimncy of countlesc terry trips between the banks of the
North Saskatchewan must have frustrated Edmontonians, for it
was to be a decade after the driving of the last spike in the
qCalgary and Edmonton Railway in July, 1892 before its connect~
ion with Edmonton by way of the Low Level Bridge was effected
in October, 1902. Separating the two dates were several
approaches by Edmpnton officiais to the federal Department of
| Public Worké in seérch of substantial assistance for a variety
of civic-federal bridge-building schemes. One may surmise
that a Conservative regime, insulted by Edmonton iraséibili{y
on the land office issue, wohid find it easy thereafter to re-
ject repeated bids for help to clése the gap between the two
townsites.l? The situat%on was worsened iﬂ that era of fre-
quent government railwafreonstructiqn subgidies for, in their
-abééhce, private enterprises, even the C.P.R.; failed to see
sufficient incentive to proceed alone, even (or especially)
with so short a project. |
Fortunately a Liberal regime succeeded the Conserva-
tives at Ottawa in 1896; coincidentally Edmonton's prospects
for a railway gonnection improved. The Edmonton District
Railway Company, chartered butviﬁactiVe since 1895, was revived
by new owners (Liberal cabinet minister A: G. Blair, George
McAvity and William Pugsley) in time to take advantage of
‘Ottawa's agreement in 1897 to contribute a comb:ned railway
“and traffic bridge witﬁ a minimal civic contribution. ﬁhile N
that bridge was not completed before 1900 and picayune bicker-

>\§ng prevented the new owners, Mackenzie and Mann, from com-

o
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pleéing the raf&way connection for two more years, 1897 can
étill be represented as a turning point for Edmonton's for-
tunes., First, the highly symbolic yet practically crucial
railway deprivation looked cerxtain to come to an end, a neces-
sary first step in the conversion from dream to reality of lo-
cal aspirations to rapid urbanizatipn. Second, this would ulti-
mately mean the undermining of destructive competition between
rival self-sufficiencies on either side of the river. To he
sure, citizens of the respecﬁive\towns, later cities, maintained
a spirited rivalry for fifteen yéars to come, but on an incrqul
ingly good natured level accompanied by the practﬁcal manifes-
. tations of unity.

During the time Edmonton took to stumble toward the
economic and commﬁnications mainstream of Canadian develbpmenf{

o

one agency of social communiéy, the church, made slow but )
steady progress in the Edmonéon settlement. Methodist and
Roman Catholic clergymen began yvery early by providing mission-
ary and occasional educational servieces in the Fort. Metho-
dists Operated.from Fort Edmonton as early as the 1840s, albeit

20

with an interlude between 1848 a§% 1855. Roman Catholic

priests passed through the Fort in the late 1830s, preéaging’
the first permanent missionary sent to the Edmonton area in
1842 by Bishop Provencher of St. Boniface, with the apparently
reluctant acquiescence of the Hudsoh's Bay Company to the
desires of some of its Catholic Metis employees. Until 1861,
howevgr, ﬁdmonton remained in the Roman Catholic scheme of
things a mission field of the permanent Lac Ste. Anne miésion
posé.' Headquarters moved closer with the construction of the

of
b
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St. Albert mission on the Sturgeon river by the Obl?tes of
Mary Immaculate in 1857, After 1861 the legendary Father Al-
bert Lacombe took time/off from ﬁis travelling ministry to -
scatgered Crees and Metis to serve Fort Edmonton as wezfll.zl

: /
The Metho%ﬁst presence became secure when the Reverend

George ﬁ;Dougal%/éounded the first mission congregation ouféide
the Fort in 1821. Standard congregational developments fol-
lowed: a ci;féh building in 1873 financed in part by the
Methodist M;ssionary Society, by local people (especially Hud-
sork's Bay éompany factor Richard Hardisty) and the McDougalls
themselves; a Sunday School, and a Ladies' Aid.22 Anglicans,
including Hudson's Bay Company officials, received the services
of Canon William Newton, whose "Hermitage"‘was located seven
miles north-east of the heartcf presenﬁ-day Edmonton towards
Fort Saskatchewan, "an indjication of the weakness of Edmonton's
claim to centrality during the 1870s and'the importance of the
Anglican services of the North West Mounted Police at nearby
Fo;l Saskatchewan. The location of the first Anglican church
building in 1877 erred in the opposite direction, placed well
west of the eventual settlement core on nine acres from Malcolm
Groat.23 In the same vicinity, more land donated by Groat was
graced by the new Saint Joachim's Catholic Church, served by
members of the Oblate Order, though the firsﬁ :esidéht cure
did not arrive until 1883. The move, with-somé of th7 ori-~
ginal materials from the chapel within the Fort which' had
sufficed since,1859,.displayea a recognitiQn of the same fact

which no doubt helped to stimulate the founding of St. Albert

diocese in 1871: this was henceforthjintended to be a settled

[
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rather than a fur-trading land.24

The éale ofllots in the Hudson's ﬁay Company regerve
in the early 1880s permitted Catholic Bishop Grandin to pur-
; . - :

chase a block of land .near the Fort for the construction of - .
the third church of St. Joachim in 1886, on the location which
becamg the centre of Edmonton Catholicism fsr decades to come.
Here'began the Catholic separate school system, a_;irm reality
by 1888. Here also was built the first St. Joseph's Spminary
in 1894. th far away thé "Grey Nuns" of the Catholic orphan-
age-at St. Albert would respond to medical pleas with~the firét
of Edmonton's'hospitais in 1895. The Edmonton congregatioﬁ,'
approacﬁing'soo strong in the mid-1890s, servedvas a strong
base from which to encourage organization in the newer community
of South Edmohton!'a firm ;ndication of the coordination'which' .
aétually existed between activities ﬁorth and south of the
river. FEdmonton pastors bdgan offering Mass %n‘South Edmonton
homes™ in the. early lb905; a small building was obtained to
serve as chapel and|\school house fromA1895 on for the St.
Anthony's congregati\n and'sepérate school district. Plans
for mofe ostentatious)\ buildings beg;n to éome to fruition in
1898. 25 | | |

‘ fﬁé focus of thé\knglicah ministry in Edmonton took
Alongerfpo settle in place at Al} Saints. Tse relétive inac-
ceésibility of its eérliést west;;iy location caused an 1882
ékperiment known as St. Michael's congregation tq be situated

-

sometimes in the Edmonton Masonic hall,»sometimesvin the pub-

A

lic.school house, before it succumbed to lack of' pastoral

care in 1888. Small wonder: Canon Newton's time was spread-
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thinly among the diverse peopies of a vast territory in tﬁe
l8805.l Besides a huge rural mission field and the North West
Mounted Police, Newton was expectéd to minister to All Saints,
the centre town mission, and the few folk of South Ffdmonton.26
From a population of about seventy-five in 1892, SéuEh
Edmonton gained some 1,006 residénts in the next half dozen
years. An Anglican congregation developed there simultane-
ously as Edmonton's All Séinfs}found.ité ultimate location:
both developments found their focus in the career of Hezry Allen
Gray. After the u;ban ministry of All Saints was separated
from the rural work in 1890, it moved through a McKay Avenue
site to its relatively central 103rd Street resting placé by
1896. At the same time Holy Trinity Church was being ofganized
in South Edmonton on land donated in 1893 by three members of .
~ the £6wpsite company: Joseph McDonald, Frederick H. Sache and
that indomitable town builder, Thomas Anderson; The clear-cut
identification Qf.these three with the fgrtunes of the southern
community is offset by the successive serQice given bf Gray,
first to Holy frinity between 1895 and 1897, then to Ail.Saiﬁts
and northern Alberta, in a career léading.to his cénsecration
as Edmonton's Anglican bishop.27
Increasing complexity was siénalled by the éstablish—
ment of the fourth Christian denomination in permanently orgaﬁ—
ized‘form in 1881. Twenty-nine Presbytefians gathered together
in a carpenter shop to arrange the small congregation's first
- worship meetings, to take place in éhe loft over John A.
McDougall's granary. Fifst,Presbyteriag Churchlﬁoved within

a year into a church built on land donated by the Hudson's Bay
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Cdmpany near the heart of the‘settlement. The ambitions of
its members for the grdwth of both the congregation and the
secular dommﬁnityqdé;e indicated irn) the seating capgcity for
- 200 which was inétalled.‘ By -1887 at 1east~t%ggty-five fami-
1ie§lmade up the congrega»éion.28 Such proﬁinentyEdmontonians
as Frank Olivér, John A. Méungall, Thomas Hourston, Dr. |
MacKay, W. Johnsﬁone Walker, Phil Heiminck and C. W. Sutter
were inéiﬁaed among the worshippers, but it was'by no means an
exclusive, r&ther a decidedly pioneer congregation. For new
immigrants of the 1890s, the visible sign of thils was the size-
able contingent of worshippers of ﬁixed nativity. "Somé Sun-~
days'nearly‘half‘the congregati?n would be half-breeds, many

. J
of whom had married white men," éssertedﬁchoir director Augustus

o

Bridle in lager years. It took until 1896 for the,congrégation
to emerge into'self—support.29.

Rev. D. G: McQueen also conduqted seryices in‘South,'
Edmonton from 1890 on, shifting from an‘unfurnished apartment
.in the'newly built Strathcona Hatel, through the station rooms
of C.P.R. foreman James McDiérmiq, the Massey-Harris farm <
machinery warehouse, the scﬁool on Whyte Avenue, the rear of
Wilson's store_a?djfinally to tﬁe hall over Ferguson and
Ross' hardﬁéré s%ore, all before 1895. For one year, 1892-93,
in the midst of this unsettled period, Meéhodists ;nd Presby-
terians cooperated in £he construction of a small frame church,
alternating in its u;e either morning or evening 6f evéry Sun-~- |
‘day. When a full-time Métgodistcclergyman arrived, his coﬁgré—
gation took over the church. 1In 1895rthe South Edmonton Pres¥

byterians found sufficieﬁt initiative and funds to build their



own frame church 30

Thus the early entry of four churches 1nto the p®bneer
stages of Edmonton's developmenh.was matched by the speed with
which they organized in South Edmonton settlement after its
genesis. By 1898 the Catholic, Methodist, Anglicah and'Prea—
byterian denominations wére solidly anchored in the small com-
munities, while others, such as the Baptists, laid‘fapid elaim
to their 'share efvthe denominational landscape in the last
‘years of the century. Organized'as late as 1893 with nineteen
members, Eiret Baptist Church®expanded to more'than eighty by_
1896, wheh nineteen of them originated a new South Edmenton
congregation.31 4Asbeach denomination consolidated its organiz-
ational strenéth; a distinctly fractured community might seem
to be the inevitable result, but fraternlzatlon apd cooperation
(as in the exanple of the Methodlsts and Presbyterlans tempor -
- arily sharln; a church hulldlng) appear for the most part to
have overeome pofential animosities. Mutual tolerance among
diverse segments of the community in\ﬁhe pioneer years is no-

where better demonstrated than in the world of the church or-

ganizationa, perhapslfhe most firmly established institutions

v
-

of the early Edmonton settlement.

\\ The first . purpose of‘the'churches was not, however,

3

the fostering of community cooperatlon, even if they did ea51ly

transcend the superficial river division between Edmonton and
~N

33

South Edmonton. Certain basic public services,firSt among them

educatioﬁ&'were organized for the community as a whole by the

954
v

. . . . . ¥ .
citizens in concert as the need was perceived. Edmontonians

3

created the first public school board in the Territpries in

AT | |

|
1
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1881. Nor was a loose system of voluntary financ1al subscript-
'1on regarded as adequate, in spite of early school enrolments

of fawer than thirty. 1In 1882 the Citizens determined over the

objections of the property rich Hudson~s Bay Company, to

assess a property tax, the source of some local friction until

1884 Clearly sufficient Territorial 1mm1gration and settle-

ment then warranted the extension of Territorial government

respon31b111t1es to the formation of a general school distrigt

system. The addition of a South'EdﬁBnton’public school dis-

trict followed in 1892.

Here was the importation of a typically Upper Can-
adian institution, but none of it prevented those who were
able, as the Hardistys were, from sending their children to
Great Britain for their education.32 The Lower Canadian ex-

“ample was ‘ollowed by the Célho]ic pioneers, who founded a
segarate deontpn school board in 1888 giving some permanence
to efforts of the~preceding two years to attaoh a schoeol to

oSt; Joachim's Church. The board could after 1888 count on
continuation of the teaching services of the newly arrived
Sisters of the Faithqu'Companion of Jesus, who also began in
1895 to provide teaching services for the St Anthony s Sepa-
rate School Board formed on the south 51de a year earlier. 3

‘Another Catholic ordér, as we have seen, provided the sole
means_by which Edmonton residents acquired hospital services
after 1895, |

The tw1n spurs of local ambition and the fear of South

Edmonton aggressiveness appear to have driven FEdmonton to in-

corporation in early 1892, but there was more to this move
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than the simple exténsion of the activities of the Board;of

Trade (which héd existed since 1889) to the whole Edmonton‘

community of some 700 souls three years 1ater.§4 It is true

that the businessmen of the town expected its Council to adver=-

tise Edmonton's advantages abroad in pamphlJ};, newspapers

and magazines, but no concerted policy to attract.settlers

and private enterprises with\special concessions and induce-

ments was developed until well‘after the turn of the century.35
Instead, steady but unspectaculgr growth in Fhe mid-

nineties forced Council's attention to the necessity of pro-

1

viding certain basic services for the’gg;n at large. With no

LY

charter mandate to own civic utilities until 1900, only to
regulate them, Council struqggled through the 1890s, with a
series of inadequate solutions to waste, sewerage, street

&

lighting and municipal transportétion problems. Water wasy
supplied by a cumbg;some éystem of private wells and horse-
drawn wagons distfibuting water from the North Saskatdheﬁan to
receptacles anng the streets of town.. Once, in 1893, wodden ‘ -
tanks reserved to hola water for fire fightiﬁg purposes were
founa to be empty when required. _One of the first by-laws
of 1892 attempted to look after street lighting by granting a
monépoly of the se?vice to a private company of local residents
known as the Edmdnton Electric Light Company. Désp}te repeatéd
cbmplainﬁs about interruptions_in the service and cor?esponding
C;uncil threats to reduce payments to the Company, the first
éfiVe year contract was followed_by:a ;enewal apparehtly only

because adequate'élternatives were unknown. Peiisﬂé only the

Edmonton Telephone éqmpany,'formed in 1893, presented a Sétis—
2 &
Y] V » - . //I
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factory ample of a municipal ‘service provided by private

monopoly, b\t even it was destineé for municipal takeover in

.
1903.36
Thg effect of this concentration on common utilities

corporation for alteratiols in their aﬁenities.. A similar
community orientation may Be seen in the development of Edmon-
ton's entertainment from the earliest Yyears.. One of the Edmon-
ton‘Council's fiESt acts was to acquire a huhicipal pafk, a
square twenty-fi;e ac;e.block in the remaining Hudson's

Bay Company Reserve in 1893.37 - Though not a monumental accom-
plishment, this measure nevertheless stands out as the sign of
Edmonton's formal entry iie#o communal reCreatlon..

That process was well underway long before\1893, even. -
if forms“of entertainment inéreasingly distasteful to civilized
Edmontonians lingered on. Drunkenness‘and sporadic debauchery
continued to be associatcd with édmpntonyiq the 1880s as it
had inithe 1850s and earlier, although with somé différenée.

In the 1850s it Was bestlﬁthbugh not uniquely) known in connect-
ion with spring fur £radin§.expeditions to the Fort py the
Blackfoot ana'Cree. By the~18805 it was certain perménent»resi;
dents'of Edmontoﬁ who provoked the gréatest disgust in local
clergymen for their lax ﬁorality and excéssive drinking.
Christmas Eve celebrations were alleged to includée not only
drunkenngss but also saloon fights between civilians and the
10351 poiice.38 i' - ’

¥

- Among more innocent pursuits, once only dog-racing,

5
\



especially among the Metis and other Company men, supplemented
the regular pastime of horse~racing. During the lBBOS,ihow-
ever, these traditional amusements were placedbon improving
race. tracks, while somewhat more genteel and old—country acti-
vities such as cricket, association football lacrosse, lawn
tennis and‘croquet, skating, indoor bowling, dancing and min-

strel shows became popular. ' The influx of eastern Canadian

37

wives wa%'noﬁiceable, probably nowhere so much as in the devel-

opment of\quire regular church socials.

Associated with the brganization of recreation were the

pioneer sponsoring clubs: a cricket club, a lacrosse club, a
baseball clug, an atHletie association, a Masonic lodge and
evenfually the Edmonton Curling Club, whose.affiliation\with
.the Scottish'ﬁpyal Caledonian Curling Club typified the stand-

» 1

ard superimposition of well eetablished external institutions

on the raw fledgling community. Church functions are a further

. .
example. The semi-military traditions of the North West !ounted

Police were in ﬁhis setting i#%ortant for more than mere law
and.ordert Mounted Police ballsme;a‘hinstrel shows at Fort
Seekatéhewan could last through the night and attract as many
as 300 revellers. Even the unde51rab1e excq'ement of the
Saskatchewan Metis. rebellion in 1885 had a 1ast1ng formal rec-
reatlonal effect.e As a result of Canadian m;lltla,gresence
and local defence organizarion, £he\Edenton Rifle Association

3 <
arranged regular marksmanship competitions.39

The process contlnued 1nto the 1890s, mor€ notlceablywq

in the longer—settled northern community than in abruptly ris-

ing South Edmonton. The Edmonton Curling Club was by 1896

o
L4
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sufficiently wellesupported to build its first covered rink.

A tennis club ‘formed in 1891 w1th only seven members‘expanded
to 20 the following year% enough to finance a tennis court be-
side the Methodist churcﬁ.' A bicycling club was in full gear
by 1893, maihlyifor excursion fun, although some members were
not averse to competing in meets throughout the North West
Tergitories. That modern bastion of sporting oivilization, the
golf:club, arrived as the Edmonton Golf Club in 1896 on.a five.
hole links (soon expanded) at a site below the Hudson's Bay
Company's "Big House," which served as an ample clubhouse. In
‘these activities women were immediately or almost at once regu-
lar and avid part1c1pants.40f .

These signs of permanent organization for enteftaihment,
particularly sbortihg'entertainmeht, were in the 1890s accom—‘
panied by the beginnings of pan-municipal coo;dination of mat-
ters formerly left to ad hoc arrangements. At some point Ed4-
monton acquired a sports committee.of sorts, vitt sﬁb-committees
for cricket, footbail end tennis. . Their chief function was to
aid in defraying transportstion costs to permit competition
‘with individuals or teams in communities outside,Edmonton.
Sports days“became planned'spectacles. The‘May 24 celebrations
in 1895 were scheduled for two days by six sports committees;
$2, OOO 1n total prlzes were offered to w1nners in contests such
as rugby football, rifle matches, trap shootlng,‘horse racing,
bicycle racing_and'trgg;:add field e&ents. The passion for .
’sfstem‘in sport reached dowﬁ into school ranks. A Bulletin

editorial in late Decemher, 1892 rejoiced over the school prin-

cipal's initiativé in organizing extra-curricular soccer for

«
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school—boys. It was not only thét the game bestowed such physi-
cal and moral benefits on the boys és to "makéwmen of them."

It was even more important, appérentiy,‘that such a system in-
troduced so ear%y would‘ensure the ‘maintenance of adult clubs
when the boys grew up and would "not let them fall through as

is too common a thing‘in Edmontdn."4%

The‘completion of the Calgary-Edmonton rail&ay to Soutﬁ
Edmon;on stimulated urban identificqtions in the realm of
sports\in two different ways. The glrst significant intef~
‘community rivalry, hitherto hardly possible to express actively,
developed between Fdmonton and Calgary. The first recorded base-
ball game between'Eé%onton and Calgary teams was played in 1892.
.Associ;tioﬁ football (soccer) matches between teamgbfrom the"
rival centres began about the same time. The Edmonton "This-

" tles" hockey team (named for the rink used after 1892) invited
a Calgary cqmpetitor to its’tournament at least as early as |
1895. In hockey, however, the-strongest inter-community riv- "
élry to be eX\loited was not between Edmonton and Calgary, or
‘between Edmonton and Fort Saskatchewan, but'betweén Edmonton
and the creaﬁure of the railwéy terminal, South Edmonton.
Games between the ‘Thistles and the‘;outh Edmonton Shamrocks
were played on a challenge basis from 1894 until regular
"league" competition commenced atfthi%xadult léve; in 1897.
Each team also sponsored a junior ‘feeder. The tussle of the
close peighbours extended to other sports, but not as formally
'or tenaciously as in hockey.42n .

In sporﬁs, as in certain other areas, the two communi-

-

ties defined themselves by reference to their principal perceived

ra
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antagonists across the river. But their separateness in the

artificial realm of sports was an illusion. In reality -the
. /.-w ’\
most significant general evolution for the Edmontonians in

the 18965 was toward increasing formal organization and the
myriad forme of cogperation which went with it. 'In the‘'years
to follow, the sense ot feeling of division stimulated by the.
events surrounding the consttuction of the Calgary—Edmdnton
railway would be undermined by all the realities of urban or-
ganlzatlon which stressed uni'ty. Major events of 1898 would |
Qant out emphatically how completely shared were the object~

ives of the two Edmontons.
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Chapter 3: .The People.

SECTION I: FEDMONTOMN IN 1898

A municipal census ié availabhle for Edmonton proper in
1898, but not for South i*dmonton.l the specific date of the
tally is unknown, although in Edmonton summer 1s presumably a
more favourable time for door-to-door canva551ng than winter.
The data is restrlcted.ih scope. For each household it is pos-
sible to discover the nuﬁber of resldents, of males and females,
of hale'and of female boarders, ahd of Roman Catholics or

"others" (most presumably Piotestant). Onky two foups withdin
) o g

L . 4 . e
the non-Roman Catholic majority.were separately identified:

s 4

Surprisingly, the population of Edmonton (2,212) for

thirteen Jews and thirteen "China-men". ~// o

that instaht in 1898 was almost evenly divideg/between males
and females, the male majority amounting éb/;usn 53 ‘percent,
and this at a time when a rapid influx was s&onsedly taking
place. At the outset of the prairie settlement boom, it seems,
Edmonton's waSua relatively stable domestic populace. One
mightzbetter estimate the extent “of this stability by separat-
ing out of the total those who might be in some way more or
less impermanently settled. Subtracting’ de51gnated "boarders" ’
and those living above or behlnd mercantile establlshments

like stores, livery stables, brickyards anc ffices; omitting

. . 4
those lﬁbing in hotels, tents, barrackrlike accommodations

d

(N.W.M.P., Salvation Army, Catholic convents & mission) and

v . ‘s . h . ’ N . Ly

(with misdivings) "the hospital, we are left with the absolute
' ) (

minimum population attached to permanent homes. Let us refer

“

bs



to these units as houséholds: in Rdmonton in 1898 there were
375 of them with a population of 1711. That is the secohd
surprise. So far Edmonton's was a re51dent1ally stable popu—
lation. FEven those eliminated from consideration, who must
:include.some long;term residents who could not he labelled
transients,'addedfonly an additional 219 to the enumerated 282
"boarders" for a total rof 501, less than one-quarter of Edmon-
ton. The vast majority of Edmonton's early citizens were
firmly located.

The population of South Fdmonton at the same time,
_Lamounting to between 1,000 and 1,2002, might be.regarded as a
newer population, most of it arriving after 1891 and tre hegin-
ning of the Calgary-Edmonton railway. But Edmonton grew at
virgually the same rate dgring the 1839s; perhaps, we.are en-
titled to speculate, South Edmonton's population was as firmly
domestic, as fifmly‘set‘on é Household basis as was Himéntoﬁ's.

s

The people.were residentially we;:;ipread out. (See~
the map on page 277.) The més;‘crowded

ets were still in
the centre of Edmonton, with Jasper Avenué pre-eminent. Were
one to add the river lot seqtions of 1lst to 10th Streets to
their upper; Hudsén's Bay Reservé extensions, gﬁeserpoé,
stretching in north-south parallel lines westward‘f?:m'cehtre
town, showed obvious growth. 1st through 6th Streets (smalier
QPmberéd streéts being closest to town) were heaVily populated,
but it was 5th (122) not 1lst (97) which was fringed with the
lgrgest number of residents. After a break, 10th S%re;t aga@ﬁ*’

showed a concehtration of population (85) in the vicinity of

the Catholic convent and St. Joachim's Mission. Only a few
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lived as far west as 1l4th Street. The extension~eastward was

1

. - -

not as significant as to the west of town centre.’ \ S e

.
&

Households were clearly not crowded. 1In contrLS? witﬁ

poorer sections in such older, eastern urban centres as Mon-

(a8 !

treal,3 FEdmonton"s population was, at least at the out%eé, géﬁ&_’
erously separatea into individual housesg. The 282 "boa%ders"
listed include 91 in hotels, hospitals and immiération alls;
subtracting these and adding the pemaindef (191) to the lhouse-
hold population (1711) shows 1902 people.spread over 375} house-

holds, or an averége of barely over 5 per house. The é&&l;

\
remainder (310) occupied the numerous -shop's quarters, tents,

hotels, hospitals, immigration.halls and barrack rooms. ﬁith

a rate of about five residgnts per household (and probably per

house), this little fown could boast living accommodations\if

not grand at least spacious.‘/Eyen though, jgdging from fh%

usual evidence in photographs, the frame houses wéré.not e*tra—
: \ ;

o

o;dinariiy large,,neither dq they seem to have been inoraingtely
small; they cbuld easily accommodgte suéh low ;ates of popula-
tion density. There wére.not even any areas tending in the |
least to significant Qafiation from the mean. ' |

Neariy o;e—thi;d oF‘ngontonians (688)>were re--
ported to be Roman Catholié, 5th through 11lth Streets“on old
Hudson's Bay Reserve land shbwgd the heaviest.pfoportion of
ﬁoman Catholic population, the only identifiable area of a

O

Rohan Catholic majority, logical in wview of the 10th Street
location of St. Joachim;s Church. On those streefs nedrly 60

percent of the residents were listed as Roman Catholics. 1In

the same vicinity the Hudson's Bay Fort aanthe surroyfding
. - . - . 1

7 S *\
: . -
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Flat were almost entirely populated by Roman Catholics. Ig-
noring several tents in the Hudson's Bay Flat because of tﬁeir
impermanent connotations,mwe see a concentration of 209 ﬁoman
Catholics in a neighbourhood of 320 residents: nearly a t%o-
to one ratio in favour of Roman Catholics theré”neatly rgve;sed
thevprevailing"proportibns for+ the city at lafge, . In addi-
tion, while they cannot properly be isclated from the last, in
vicew of the pattern south of Jasper Avenue, most of ﬁhé goodly
number of Roman Catholics liQing on Jasper Avenue may also have

»

- been situated at the west end of the Avenue.

mhe effect of this concentratiog w;s to increase the
non-Catholic majority in other parts of the city, widening the
gap between the largely Proétestant complexion of tﬁe rest of
town and the Roman Catholic pocket, éveﬁwthough few areas were
empty of Cathplics. In Edmonton, too, a good proPOEEion of
\Catholic§>were.French speaking;A'The dAivision would be ex-
pressed in the issue of'prohibitionl A sign that the Frenchb

speaking residents were quite conscious of their unique cultural

. origin was the appeaiance in 1898 of.%'Ouest canadien, a french
‘Language Fdmonton newspaper‘managed by a committee including

Rev. J. B. Méfin,‘J. E.ﬂLéﬁrenceilé,L. J. Cartier and Fred .
Villeneuve. Villeneuve, indeed, embodied the most Vigoroug

spirit of the effort for cultural survivai withih the greater .
Edmoﬁton community. He was simultaneously immersed in fhe

planning for a_banquet in hoﬁbur of FrénkQOIiver on the one

hand,” while directing the "musical circle" of the Edmonton

St. Jean Baptiste society for a contribution to the St. Jean

Baptiste day celebration with branches in Morinville, St.

~



Albért and Fort Saskatchewan.4
. The géneral population was, judging from the names
listed in census and directéry, overwhelmingly Anglo-Saxon or
French in backgrouné. Other people of alien ethnic origin were
paid very little public attention, except(in the special case
of "Galiéians",_in contrast to the aetailéd_introduction pub-
lished in the newspapers to new district settlefé'of British
anadian or American egtraction. Within the £own§, Chinese{
Indian and Jewish people received scant new;paper attention |
but for mention of incidental oddities. That "Hebrew: élaces
of business'clgsed'for the "Hebrew New Year" and thé day of
atonement was a curiosity worth® reporting. Information t@at
"a new Chinese restaurant is being opehed" carried with it fiot
the i@entity of: the broérietor, but of his neighbour,.whose
: gfocery store occupied the adjoining building. The "syllabic

charactersﬁ of.the Cree formed one of the diveréions of a win-
-ter social at thé Methzgkst parsonage; Only one-mofive could
seem to make the Indian people importént as news in normal
- times: "Chief Ermineskin and, his Band, %bout 250 strong,
érrivéd on Tuesdgy from-Bear's Hill reserve to, spend their
treaty money...."s' - _ ‘ . N

Two. groups were noticed soméwhat more. . Some German

langqage immigrants atfracted atten#ion for seémiﬁg to poéseés
"someiﬁeans". They were present .in sufficient numbers for
both Preébyterians and(Baptists to send clergymen oécgsionaily
to preachMGerman”sermons in Edmonton and South Edmonton. There

were enough too to justify.occasional German language newspaper

. 6 .
advertisements. The response to Germans was immeasurably more

-
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positive than that to the poolly understood "Galicians"

Most of these (hundreds, if not thousands) stopped in

South Edmonton only at the "immigration sheds" on their way to
homesteads. Whilé@%hey were in Edmontén, though, they made a

shaxp impact. First, they came suddenly in numbers far too

~

_large\for the tehporary accommodgtions, described by the Plain-

dealer a "only~suitable for the peasant classes of Furope who

50

have ... occupied it." Whether from disease or the deprivations

_of the long journey, the immigrant children courted death by

~

the time of their arrlval Several pefished imr the immigrant

sheds durlng the summer, and smallpox was assoc1ated/;1th them.

The Galicians could on occasion modify the general antipathy
surrounding them by displays of their dances-ip front of the‘
immigration buildings for large crowids of appreciative specta-
tors, and %tHe spectacle of Greek Catholic WOrship service con-
ﬁucted once at St..Joachiﬁ“s Roman Catholic Churcg for the
Galiciéns attfactea a large'préportion of the regular Roman

N " 1

Catholic congregation to its unusual congregational singing.

But these curiosities scarcely budged opiniens that they were,

with thelr meagre financial resources, in the long run absol-

utely undesirable. "If the thing can't be stopped in any

other way," raged the Plaindealer editor with a reference to

an eaflier‘epic Edmonton struggle, "we would advise that the
land office volunteers oféEdmonfon get out their shooting
irons, send recfuiting officers around the country'for a day

or two and then meet the next train that brings such rubbish,

with\the,firm resolve that they shall not landvin"ﬁhis dis-

trict.*( h

AN N
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They were described as "a race unaccustoméd to the
liberties of a free people, cunning, suspicious and the right
sort to develop into anarchists," while on the other hand
tarred by the same critic for falling érone to "the inducemgnts
offered by the Roman Catholic.clergy." A tussle in Galician
settlements between Greek Orthodox and/RomanTCatholic priests,
s0 complex it could not have been so soon understood properly

by the Plaindealer editor, was thus used indiscriminately to

ally the Galicians with the alleged Qorst aspects of Frénchh'
Canéda: "These people now fall in line with the effort to make
northern Alberta a stronghold of Rome." Some.of the immigrant
families must ‘have had to remain in this hostile athosphere
throughout the winter of 1898-95 while their men left them to
earn money working at railway construction. The privation
they endured was only minimally offset by inadequate govefnment
assis;ance with bésic necessities.8 ‘ j

How did the established_people'support theméelves? Us-
.ing the Edmonton and South Edmonton entries iﬁ the apgropriate
Henderson;s Directory for the ﬁorth West Territory as the core
information, and su?plementing it (or, in sdme cases, correct~
ing it) from newspaper advertisements aﬁd stories, biographi-
‘cal collections, ceﬁsus.data and other sourcésg, it is possiblé
to arrive at quite a detailed answer. The resulting composite
directory contains about 400 entries, which because of some
repegition should be pared down to an estimated 350 names of
family heaas of ﬁdmoqton and South Edmonton. Extrapolating
-from the 375 houséﬁ las shown to exist in Edmonton, there coula

probably be no more than 575 in both communities together,:

“
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exc ﬁsive of boarders and people living in other more or less
im ermanent situations. Taking them also into account, it is
still clear that'the directory would cover a good half of the
population, especially that half engaged in advertisable busi- :

ness{ trades or profe551ons. The greatest def&a}ency of the

)
dlrectory is undoubtedly in the realm of labourers, mhether of

. warehouse, factery or office, working for thosevwho are‘Llsted.

2
v

About then, unfortunately, little can be said. - . 2,

)
£ >

N

J-

.o ' N o . J‘
" About those who are identified, certain cautious obser-

“vations may be made, bearing in mind the errors of print, Spegl-

ing or worse that are the freqﬁent plague of such directories.’
.Foremost among the patterns to be seen is a preponderance of *

i
people engaged in ongoing services - professions, trades, retai@

. . /) -
stores - to the every day trans%gg;gns of domestic life. Among“
the profe551onals, for example, civil engineers, architects and :

o

surveyors were a small proportlon° three, two and two respect-

"iveéy. The town had not yet begun to build on the expectation

ofiendless rapid expansion. There were, on the other hand,

fourteen lawyers and three or four law students attached to

" their offices: evenly distributed, each lawyer would serve

only about 240 residents, men, women and children. Nine doctors,
two of-theﬁ in South Eémonton, would each be resppnsible_for al-
mosty360 residents. The number of teachers espalated with the-
population, but at’the crest of the wave, seventeen teachers
were.teaching or had taught ?dmbnton and Soﬁth Edmonton non-
catholic children., In‘all about seventy professionals &ere

listed, fully twenty percent, an inordinate proportion of the

populace, more in Edmonton proper, fewer in South Edmonton.
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Tradesmen too were domestic service oriented. Only one
bricklayer was mentioned, just five carpenters. There were, on
the other hand, five butchers in Edmonton alone,kthree more in
South deonton, among them John Gainer, whose’Pioneer Meat Mar-

ket has 51nce exoanded into a major meatpacklng induBtry known

by the fbunder S name. Transportation ‘was a function nearly

as much required as food; the travel modefof the day was well
served by ten blacksmiths,-four of them in South Edmonton. fqz
‘Other than these notable categories mentioned the remalnder

of trades were represented by very few practltloners. Sixty-five
tradesmen,ln all covered twenty-one trades: bakers, barbers,
bookkeepers, a dye maker, .foundrymen, harnessmakers and saddlers,
machinist, painters, a photographer, shoemakers, tailors, tan-
' AN
ners, a taxidermist, teamsters and draymen, wagon makers, watch-
makers and pump maker. | -

— Household requlrements were purchased in at least sixty
dlfferent establlshments, most of them specialty shops. But Q
no fewer than flfteen general stores operated. Though the brlef
flurry of the Klondlke eXC1tement was no doubt responsible for
the creation of some of them, most are recognizably associated
with'earlier'days - names like Gariepy and Chenier, LaRue and
Picard, McDougali and Secord, J. H. Morris and company, Wi%%iam.
Johnstone Walker, Arthur Davies, James McCrie Douglas. Eleven
grocery-stores dispensed food. Five clothing ("dry goods")
stores and two millinery experts"orovided clothing. -Seven coal
outlets, four of-them in Edmonton, provided energy; eight hard-

ware stores carried common domestic supplies. These basic ser-

vices occupied 46 (or nearly 60%) of the Edmontons'bmeréhant

c

-



establishments.

Businesses exploiting Eae investment field weré not"-
numerous, There.were but seven real estate agents recorded
for Edmonton, another six for the south side. Eight agents

sold insurance and three "commodities" stocks. There were

-only two banks (three at the end of the year). Mahy in the

financial busiQess carried on other activities simultaneously.
Nor were construction enterprises over-represented. ‘'Only three
building contrgctors were-found listéd for Edmontom, another
g - .

Edmonton. Locally produced construction mater-

»y of wood or brick, do seem to have been ade-

;””vq  £3 L hble; five entrepreneurs on the north side were

N

;<ed by Jlo on the south side. Still, massive building
Tea ;'&&

seemed a long way off.

7

’
On -the other hand, hotels (probably for the

/"'

purboses of openlng liquor-~ llcensed premises) | abounded E@mon~

«

ton had six, South Edmonton no fewer than five and possibly

'seven: eleven or thirteen hotels for a community'the size =~

of the Zdmontons must surely have contained excessive capacity
in any other year but 1898,.had sleeping accommodatlon been

the only objective. Besides hotel dining rooms; there seem .
to have beenlseven restauranté,mfivé in Edmonton; six livery
stables, again five in Edmonton, and'two laundry busines;es

with the expected Chinese names . These enterprises to provide

" special comforts far out-numbered the establishments distfibuf

ting farmers' supplies, particularly farm machinery. Thus,

they complete our picture of a people earning their livings

seérving one another's domestic needs. It is a picture of a
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citizenship yet barely aware of the opportunities available
from the approaching immigration boom, while other basic econ-
omic underpinnings like manufacturing were virtually non-
existent.10 |

Let us narrow the focus even further, from tﬁékslight
majerity whose heads oceupied themselyes in the trade-off of
respectable non-labouring services, to the eighty who achieved
sufficient pfominenee to have their biographical details re-~
eorded in published anthologles .at various points in their car-
eers. There were malnly\small bu51nessmen and profes51onals
who had been in Edmonton or South ﬁdmonton,@n average of nine
4ears,by 1898. The;r average age was thirty-eight, and this
fég\}y accurately reflected the. maturlty of the majorlty, for
two-thirds had been born after mld-century yet before the cre-
ation of Manitoba. Only one-sixth had been born on 6r before
. 1850, another sixth aftér 1870. Edmonton's prominent citizens
were not'exactly veeeréns, therefore, nor were they native; to
the place, but they were in the prime ofdlife and were well
settled in the modest towns. Most had arrived durlng the 1880s
or early 18905 and had come with a decade s adult experience

.

already behind them. ™hese did not seem to be a transient

lot.l,l

On the other hand, they had all come from elsewhere to
Edmonton. While a good two-thirds were Canadian born, only
two were born in western Canada. Nearly half were Ontario 'born,
another quarter natives of Great Britain. None had been born

in the United States. Not precisely aliens because of their

central Canadian or British origins, they were at the same time

_my o
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westerners only by 1mm1gratlon, although a number had been long

enough in the west to 1dent1fy pretty closely with it. 12 A

substantial majority of their fathers were British by birth,
as were a good half of their mothers: Only one-third of their
fathers were Canadian born, although slightly more of their
mothers were. More of the subjects themselves had, of course,
experience with life in Canada, where the majority of them were
born.13

gThe same Anglo-Saxon pfedominance is evident in- their
religious affiliatiops. Two-thirds of those for whom we have
records were either Presbyterians (nearly_one—ha;f) or Anglicans
(only one-fifth). The_noteble mihority'here were Catholics (one
quarter); those left over were lethodist or Baptist.14

Most of their fathers seem to have had some small means

or*at least rude independence, - but by no means wealth or impor=~
tant standlng Nevertheless, there was a noteworthy ahgence
of urban labourersﬁemong them, suggesting that‘perhaps that
was an lnadequate ba51s fréh which to derive the pre-
requisite - whether money, educatlon, spirit or ambition - to
‘stimulate attempts at modest entrepreneurshio or profes-
';ional service in a pioneer community as isolated as Edmonton.
About forty'percent of the fathers appear to have been farmers”
exper1enc1ng some degree of success, usually not 1mmense |
Half that prooortlon operated businesses, most of small scale.
" Nearly as many were government'employees, one-eighth were
tradesmen, fewer than a tenth professionals. None were re-
ported to be labourers in urban factories or the mines that

T
prov1ded some of their raw materlals, although there were of

e



'
I

#

. / .
# 'course some for whom the fathers' occupations were not reported.
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" The childhoods of our subjects were such as might have
bgen.predicted frém the foregoinQ\information. Not many moved
very far during their childhood from the place of their birth.
ﬁearly half had Ontario up-bringings, one-fifth were raised at
scattered locations in phé United Kingdgm: another guarter atJ
widely separated parté in the Maritime or western or Quebec
regions of Canada. A good majority grew up in rural or village
settings; only by stretching the category Eq‘}omb;ne town and
city dwellersusight one goncéivably credit-oné—third of them
with urban childhoods. While there were between the place of

childhoqﬁfand Edmonfon significant differences in the broad

- population densities and the periods of settlement, it is quite

possible to argue that for leading Edmontonians the communities

from which they- came were similar to that at which they arrived,

the greatest distinction being the'relative ages of the commuy-.--
_nities.lsl
. 4
Almost all Ehese early leaders received some degree of

education, althpugh about one-half stopped at various elemen-%

tary public school stages.' Fully one-third went on to univer-

A, ‘ . . . . . ,
~sities, usually in professional faculties, or 'seminaries; one-

sixth to instruction "in a trade. Noé'only were their fathers

not the urban poor, thefefore, but they themselves undertgoﬁj:}:D \

. the western adventure with basic or better educational p;géé’—

ation. Several even enjoyed the prigyilege of somevprivéte
17 . K ‘

school education. e
, . N

Edmonton was at the tiﬁE\géancely important enough to

attract its citizens dMffectly to it. Most seem originally to

v

15
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have pointed themselvegs rather more generally and vaguely toward

/ Vs
western Canadad, occasiona1&y even passing briefly into the

United States, prior to discovering Edmonton. We .
have seen that the great majority of them began and grew up in

Central‘Canada:Er the 'United Kingdom, 'virtually none of them
in the west; yet more than. half spent significant periods of
time ih weste¥n Canada before settllng at Edmpnton. In their

.decade- or so ‘'of earning their livelihoods befofe arrival at
. L ' : ) . :
Edmonton they did not, howevey, drift from one.«careeéer to"another.bf
¢
It was their original occupation that nearly half left to come -

to Edmonton; few had tried more than two kinds of livelihood, -,
and of*sourse, some were sufficiently young to have had no f’&f:

,"' ._" . . ' g \‘ -
occipational experience whatsoever. This wag, a reasonably

stable group, an.impression no doubt strengthened by the pres-

g
a

“ence in the group of the one- fourth who practlsed professions.{v-“
f" ' ,

This dlscu551on hQE so far leti,dut nearly half the
peoplétinvolved, the wives. JIgnored in ‘the records of the tlme,
they can be 1dent1f1ed only 1nadequately by th% name’ and the
general place of thelr origins. About eighty percent were

re51dents of Canada before their marriage date; twenty percent

v

actually in Edmonton,'%he remainder w1dely scattered. A few

came from overseas, malnly from the Unlted Ylngdom.l?‘ >

<

. In Edmonton these famllles created the network of
o .

& essentlal businesses and serv1ces*féf the surroundlng ggrlcul— .

«

tural region. About one- ten;h were involved in agrlculture =
A‘\m !

related bu51ness like flour mllls, meat packlng plants or
43 . v &
‘ breweries. Almost one- f%fth successfully plled varieties of

general retail trade.3>0ne-quarter were profe551onals,lma1nly

e -
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‘'legal, medical and theological experts. Another quarter pro-

vided the assorted services of government, transportation,

. bookkeeping and hotel management.' These men did not have to .,

create within the towns the basic industry which sustejned

them, they came to take advantage of what was developing around

Ljustified and supported

(1

4
i ,.,“--r

them. Indeed, ninety percent of them were providing essential

basic services mainly for" each other, a population externally.

zoilYet even that ninety percent, seem-

d

o .

Lniﬁy farhrﬁmoved occupatlonally from the countryside, were

«?
surviV1ng in Edmonton bec se of the land resource development
?

M‘En surrouqdlng rural regions. It was a general circumstance

hnd lettlng w1th which they were qulte familiar before they

“af*myed

The dlstrnctlon -of this ellte" from the population. at

3 s R

large was not pronounced in 1898. It was deflned occupatlonally

' by the exclus1on of tradesmen and labourers, but 1ncluded vir-

tually all levels of professionals and busiﬂ!SSmen, no matter

‘what the;scale of operation. It was defined ethnically and

denomlnatlonally by a preponderance of Canadian. Protestants of
British ancestry, but did not yet altogether exclude French
speaklng Catholic representatlves of the only other'major
ethnic - denominational‘group.. The'absence'of iahourers from
all accounts bearsﬁs$1ent testfhony to the most significant

&

b
soc1al division in the Edmonton communlty Even S0, there is

‘no cgear ev1dence of drastic 1nequ1ty in accommodatlon or

&y
household 5138 anywhere :&Cthe\to n. Another clear distinct-

2
ion between British Canadlan and Frenth Metis or Canadian lan—-

guage and denominational elements was somewhat ameliorated by

L 4

) [\N

4

FA
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the organization of the French speaking group in such a déy
as not only to preserve itself but also tb‘reduce the threat

perceived. in the pgisuit7of cordial relations with English
. 7 t;b .

speaking Edmontonia §/' This was a'poﬁhlation reasonably well

adjusted to one aﬁather, although with signs Galician immi-

grants wculd run. into -opposition if and whery

e 4
to penetrate the Edmonton community. Otﬁéé

there were possibilipies of d}vision th :}e also modifying

L}

conditions.
s S

R o,
) %*% S
. ' T ",f%‘.‘- v »

-1l. Handwritten copy of‘Edmonton m;gﬁcipal census data by hqp537
hold is ' held by Edmonton City ArchiVes. No later’ records are
kept longer than ten years. N : ‘

Footnotes

"‘2 Alberta Plaindealer (AP), September 16,'1898.

Y :
3. Terry Copp, The Anatony of Poverty (To!gnto, Mcéﬁelland and
Stewart Ltd., 1974). ~ . . '

4. Edmonton ‘Bulletin (EB), December 30, 1897, Jupe 27 and
30, 1898; AP Februaty 3, 1898.

s

5. EB, February 7, 14,ﬂ£?ptember 12, 22, 1898; ap, July 22,
1898. _ MWt ‘ '

: A e
6. EB, May 5 (advertisementqﬁorfWE‘Bgll Irving), June 16, 20
November 3, 1898; ap, Februaéz 3, 1898, - :

IV

7., EB, May 2, ff., July 18, 25, August 29, September 22; AP,
April 13, Mdy 3, 11, 18, July 6, 1898. The term "Galician"

was an anglicized term to describe theg. people .of western Ukrain-
ian stock who came mainly from an area called- "Halychyna".

See Zenon S. Pohorecky and Alexander Royick, "Anglicization

of Ukrainian in Canada between 1895 and 1970: A case Study of
Linguistic Crystallization," Canadian Ethnic Studies, vol. 1,
no. 2 (Dec., 1969), 144, 154-15¢.

L N e

é. AP, Jtne 8, 22, July 29, December 23, 1898.

_9; Information compiled from Henderson's Directory for the
North-West Territories, 1898; Municipal census for Edmonton,
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1898; EB and AP, many issues for 1898. . e

10.

1l.

12.
13.
. 14.
' is’.-‘
16.
17,
‘18,
19.

20.

In 1901 Edmonton sported 8 manufacturing enterprises,

" likely (judging by the general Alberta pattern) mainly in food
processing and building materialg, employing 103, Strathcéna
had 5 such establishments employing 102. The total of 205
employees (no doubt including proprietors) divided by 13 estab-
lishments yields an average of 15 per factory, a sign of very
little manufacturing development. Canada, Census, 1901, vol.,
3, 341.

Though this observation may be modified by the fact that
transients who may have been prominent would naturally not have
been available for later biographical records. Appendix I,
Tables A and B. ’ :

Appendix I,
Apbendix I,
Appendix I,
Aﬁpendix I,
Appendix I,
Appendix I,
Appendix I,

Appendix I,

Appendix 1I,.

Table C. <N
- Co
Table D. .
N . S
Table E. . Lo _ . "v
Table F. ' ﬁﬁg.vw'sg', ST ey
. W G T 3
Tables G and H. f;,,,' o o "/‘:&‘
Table I. TN A e N
Y e SgRC L LT
Tables J and K. | sz_{;'g;@,ﬁﬂ;z,.‘-;%.‘_ e
Table L.
Takble M. . '
. - &
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Chapter 4: Economic Unity.

1897 was a year apparently much‘appreciated by Edmon-
ton's businessmen and the aréa's farmers for "a splendid crop,
a ready market for everythlng that the farm ~produced; " in
short? the first fat-year-following several leaner ones. Yet
in late 1827 and thejfiISt half of 1898 agriculture, the basis

of Edmonton's fiutu¥e prosperity,-was.briefly overshadowed in
. DL A ‘\

the excitement of efforts to capitalize on the far distant

Klondike gold rush.

. 1;
South Edmonton's newspaper, the Alberta Plaindealer,

. " o ¢ \ ‘w} ' )
sported a sub—héggfag dedication to two economic §taples, not

just one: "Devoted to the Farming and Mining Interests of

Alberta." Though recently submerged, the second of these two

local interests was widespread long before 1897. The Klondike

gold rush of 1897-98 was in fact merely the fever pitch of

North American western gold hunting strétching‘back to the

1840s. ~ As the search moved ever northward, some of the search- -

ers came through and sometimes back to-Edmonton. Even the
. A 3 v )

S~
.

banks of the Nortﬂ Saskatchewan riverpin.tpguvicinity of Edmon-
ton -had for years been stud@ed with staked clafms. But ali
though numerous tributaries of the Yukon river had been tested
already by hundreds of prospectors in early 1896, it was oﬁly
after Augdst, 189§_that Bonanza aﬁd Klondike Creeks were made
cbm;onplace terms by newé of astronomically !pluable strikes.

Aqnther w1nter went by before deontonlans first heard of

ghﬁm;%n May, 1897. ' : ' !

3 \Iﬂ the latter half of 1897 special editions of the
=

,‘Edmonton Buliggln featured multi-page advertisements entitled

;,‘%‘f >
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- Edmontoh, then shown tjagrange of nerchants who, "buying whole-

-creamer], the grocers and especially the wholesale ou

x . . ' . 63

;;"To he Yukon: The All-Canadian Route," a reference really to

two 'routes" One was, approximately 1, 500 mlIes, malnly over-
land \through Fort Assrnib01ne, Slave Lake Post, Peace River
Landing, along the Nelson, Liard and F;ances rivers to the
Pelly River. The other, though estimated to be twice or more

the distance of the first alternative, permitted a much greater

propertion of river travel: overland from Edmonton to Athabasca

Landin91 then along the Athabasca River, Lake Athabasca, Great

Slave River, Great Slave Lake, the Mackenzie and Peel rivers

to where a portage would bring voyagers to the Porcup&ne River.
Edmontonians were not .artioular~about which route

enterprising visitors should ch Se.. They placed empnasis on

the superiority of either over theiPacific-coast journey by

contrasting an estimated overland cost of between $425 and $800

with the $1,250 per person alleged to be nece§sary for the

¢oastal sea route. The orientation of many Fdmontonians was

obvious: prospectors must be given incentive to' travel through.

%

sale and brlngxng in by the car load can deibalnly lay down

goods here much cheaper than the 1nd1V&dual Buylng retail in

the eagt (or in the Unlted States) and paying way freight rates

" on the long distance to Edmonton." Every local establishment

would be found first-class: flour and oatmeal mills, the pork

packing house,' (the largest in Canada west of Winnipeg!& the
t

tters,
beginning w1th the Hudson' 's Bay Company s "unlimited resources"

apd contzpulng through individual enterprises dating from the

end of‘tné fur-trade eri.2

e a

LS

*
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The winter moéths were ideal for promoting gold rush -
business: they were the long months of agricultﬁral dormancy.
McDougall and Secord, general merchants, prinfed a special‘
guide (John A. McDougall had, of courEe, just completed a term
‘as Edmonton's mayor) . The Hudson's Bay Cofpany issued "a very
neat and useful map and folder of the favoured routes. Board
of Trade Secretary W. G. Gairdner with c1v1l‘!?§1neer A. G,
Harrison opened an information bureau and produced their, own
'@hstructive pamphlet end map. The Fdmonton Town Council was
/marvellously active, ordering and digtributing abroad 2,000
reprints of the Bpylletin special gold rush edltlon and 1,000
copies of a pamphlet about the FEdmonton dlstrlct complled by
7>\ggiii~of Trade Chairmahﬂlsaac Cowie. Council placed a two .
J columﬁ\advertisement in the éanadian Pacific Railway'Carrier
. for three months beglnnlnq 1A&February, cooperated with Montana
cities in adﬁ@rtlsing, pald rall fares to agents "booming" the
Edmonton route in the Unlged States, presented travelllng en-
tertainers with "stereoptician slides" of Klondlke;s and Edmon—
ton scenes for use in their "lime light exhibitions" elsewhere
and placed a full page advertisement inithe "Klondike Official

Guide Book" eompiled by W. Ogilvie for March publication.

The Alberta Plaindealer followed the Bulletin example in March

\ with its own special page describing routes from Edmonton to the

L

lYukon.Bv Even with respect to the overland concept there were
,l - -
competitors to be fought off: newspaper edltorlals in the

first months of 1898 repeatedly ‘skirmished with aaskatchewan
newspapers over the relative merits of Edmonton and Prince

Albert as*starting points to the Yukon.

|
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Expectations of a spring rush through Edmbnton to

L4

dwarf the modest traffic of the previous fall were bolstered

. in the winter of 1897-98 by the number of:ihquiriés and re-
ports about Klondike expeditions from the”east and the United
States. A telegram arrived from Seattle in February, for ex-
ample, wondering whether accommodation fer 2,000 prospectors
could be made available in the Edmontons to handle many adven-
turers already blockéd from congested coast routes. In anti-
cipat%ﬁh, freight and passenger facilities at the South Edmonton
railway station were enlarged. A number of mercﬁants agitated

for and achieved late store closing regulations four .evenings
( ) SRR
a week - on regular train nights a Saturday ni hts. -
. ‘\, T
The Pacifig route continued; however,ttoibe the favoured
/1

6ne among prospectors, thus engaging the greatest critical

: Edmonton'press“attention. ‘Here a now familiar economic nation-
alism could play a coﬁvenient part - hence the emphasis on the
"aii-banadian" aspéct of the tortuous overland trip from Ed-
monton. The question was

whether Montreal, Toronto and¥jinnipeg or Tacoma,
Seattle and San Francisco do* fffe trade of the Yukon
now and in the future; whethe? the food supplies re-
quired shall be drawn from the Canadian West or the
Pacific States, whether Canada shall or shall not be
at liberty to go and come as she pleases in her own
territopy° Already there are said to be 30,000 people
*; 3 in the Puget Sound cities awaiting transportation to
£ the Yukon. How much of the millions they have spent
and are spending has been added to Canadian trade,
although Canadian gold is their object? Are these
abstract questions?... The 300 people who have taken
the Edmonton routes since August last have spent in
Canada not less than $150,000, besides what was brought
from the United States and England and however much
traffic by these routes may increase, Canadian trade

will be benefitted in proportion.5 \

\

Needless -to say, Edmonton me:éhants would gladly act as the \\
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funnel for the anticipated all-Canadian profits. That was the

‘clear message of the Bylletin's oft-repeated special Yukon gold

Tame?

rﬁsh issue. American pressure on Canada to ailow U. S. miners
1,000 pounds of supplies into the Yukon duty free wasuzhgrefore
Qternly to be resisted on the gféunds, to be sure, that the tra—r
ditional American high protective tafiff and stringent aligvag;
labour policies militated in favdug of the greatest loyaltf
to things British.6 !

The same spirit worked in other negative fashions. Some-
thing so far distant as the prospect of constructing a 150
mile Stikine - Lake Téslin railway line through northern Bri-
tish Columbia in respsnse to the Yukon g9ld rush drew immediate
condémhation by the Edmonton Board of Trade as a "crude, ill-
devised and dangerous"”prdposal. Why? - Not altogether hecause
tﬁe charter was being secused by ﬁabkenzie and Marfn without
the bother of having‘to compete with other tenders, and nﬁt
even just because'the rewards were judged inordinate: "g,750,000
acres of picked gold lénds'in the ricﬁestmgold reéion in.the

world." Nor, claimeq the Board of Trade, was it motivated by

anything so crass as *sectional jealousy or a desire to boom

iﬁ\the Edmonton route." Nd\ p&e villains were so&éh of, the bor-

-

' . \
der: "Canada is not called upon to do anything for the benefit

: \ »
of American @miners or Americas\trade," which would allegedly

be the only benefactors of a By C. railway, even as they were
the only benefactors of the Pasgg}c gold rush traffic. The .
demise of the relevant federal bill and the ultimate breakdown

of negotiations on the charter was erefore something over

which Edmonton businessmen could chorﬁ}e.

\\
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train ip March and April. Their temporary homes would®e ho-

- 67
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AYet should Amerigans spend in Edmontqn, that was an
entirely different affair.. Possibly the most admirable local
celebration of ali was then the Fourth of July display of
flags, bands, firewqus an‘l speeches. The local M.L.A., J. H.
Ross, and the local M. P;, Frank Oliver, 5expressed pleasﬁre
at the presence of so many Americans aiding to develop the re-
sources of thé-tountry" and. "sympathy d&thvthe United States in
the present [Spanish—American]‘war {(in Cuba and the Phillipines},
believing‘that thelsucdess of American arms meant the advancer
ment of civilization and liberty." The Americans p{esent wefe
i; the end-reminiednof the nationality of the profiting mer-
chants only by tﬁe ciosing number played by the Edmonton band:
"God Save the Queen."® '

In early 1898 the &ommerciai 5énéfits of inviting Amer-
ican and any other prospectofs through Edmonton seemed’obv%oué
enougﬁ. If not thousandé, at least hundreds began £hé triprto
the Yukon in the first-halfuaf the year. Though the majpfity
did not persist along the entire routeg, onée theyipadﬁmade a
start they haa already passgd the crgcial point of#exchanging
their money for whatever required equipﬁent and provis;pns'éhey.\
had nbt_bpg&ght with them: in this senge~the gold rush was.
briefly a great success for the Edmoﬁtons. Parties arrived in

Edmonton from points south (especially by train from Calgary)

~by tﬁe twenties, thirties and even by the nineties on every

s

. \\
tels, bqgrdingrpooms, shanties, up to sixty tents and teepees,

while thei{ gratifyingly gingle-minded activity was the load-

- \
ing of flat sleds, pack horses, or other conveyances with

A\

|
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. Real estate gas in heavy demand, not
eculative purpbses, but also to enable
- entrepreneuks £o enlarge,or build new business premises from
which to take advantage of the expanding market. The business
portion of the town presséd westward through the bush tdward
the Hudeen's Bay Company po,st.lO

Local specialists like South Edmonton Mills did a roar-
ing business in'staples like flour, oatmeal and grain for hor-
ses. The Edmonton and Athabasca Stage Company got the ébntract'
for 1898 from the (probably.overloaded) Mackenzie River Naviga-
tion Company to transport paséengers from South Edmonton to
Athabasca Landing. Hay prices soared. ®. B. Bisset had by mid=-
March already manufactured and sold some 300 péck saddles.' Even
the churches catered to a new demand( at least one church in

o .
evident expectation of its own benevole ﬁ!;,

its on the Klon-

.ghkersf return. The Methodist Revi'ﬂosﬁ a Dyke advertised a

Sunday’ sermon about "The Manly Klondiker," the argument of

which began rather confusingly, "that the best things in this ¢
world are intended for the manly man and the womanly woman,"

but continuedithat?"God Almighty who placed- the gold in the

< . L N SR . -
\ mountains, through the valley ahd along the rivers desires that

‘its attainment shall elevate and not ‘degrade humanity." Thus,

the message: "Let your charity not only e;pfess itself in the

‘far north, but when you have made your pile, reﬁember the bene-
volent institutions at héme. "+ 1 A | o
The profits of the many are aptly proven by the willing-

ness of a-.feWw to participate in the most illusory ventures.
‘ N .

Henry D. Smith invested "considerable sums of money" in the

3 o

o)
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"Saskatchewan Metal Extracting Works: promoted by one W. H.

Roughsedge. '

1

I advanced to him considerable sums of money, and have
put up all money expended on the works, and all that
has been paid out for black sand (that Mr. Roughsedge
purchased after he had sampled and s supposed to have
assayed) on the distinct understandIng and repeated -
assurance by Mr. Roughsedge that he had a secret pro-
cess by which he could extract gold and any other pre-~
cious metals in large and paying quantities from the
said sand, after all that was possible had been taken
out by the miners....

Nothing whatever, unfortunately, was attempted) let alone suc-
cessfully completed, at the "Works".12

By May the rush, Edmonton version, had perceptibly

1
- 5

slowed; bylghe summer's end even the Bulletin acknowledged thét
all moderately rich claims im the Yukon were long since fully
occupied. The long term effect of the Klondike rush on Edmon-
 ton may have been to focus the attention of a growing- tide of
agricultural settlers on the surrounding district, where in

1898 good homestead land could still apparently be obtained forty

miles or more from the town, while three dollars per acre would
13

‘purchase closer Canadian Pacific Raiilway propefty. By mid-
April, a different kind of rusﬁ was well underway, 325 or more
permanent settiers arriving in one three-week period, necessi-
tatiﬁg much more accommodation than the South Edmonton immigra-
tion depot could provide. In excess of l,OOO,immigrants had
arrivedlﬁo settle in the district in 1897, half from the Aus-

trian province of Galicia, one-third from the United States

(mainly ex-Canadians or Europeans in transit) and one-tenth
o e — ry

.

- from Russia. These figures were to be dwarfed by the 189 .-

dra, indicating a. new rush through Edmonton to exploit a i, .
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\\endurlng resource than gold: lg€d.
’ The response of Edmontonians to agrlcult\g‘xﬂmmlgrants,
as to the gold seekers, was influenced by thﬁlr ant1c1pat10n of
‘ the ability of the newcomers to spend locally. Particularly
pre\ising were such spectacles as the excursion through Edmon=-
ton §f some 170 Wiscansin and Michigan press representatives
condu Fed by a member of the Canadian Tmmigration Department's
. press ecfion. By way of contrast, the arrival of "Galicians"
by the undreds brought sharp press criticism. The first large
group of 493 in May was said to have $18,000 among them, e sum

small enou h for the Plaindealer to make "comment (briéfly]

unneGessary " The Bulletin Jwas even more obligue: "immigra—
tion Agent Sutter states tﬁét they are the best class of Gali-
cians that have arrived here yet. Between them [51q] they have
241 pieces of baggage." Reports of 1,500 Galicians to follow
burst this nice reserve like a spike. "Is this feir lend to
be glven to the off scourings of human1t§°" The local Liherél
M. P., Frank Oliver, argued in the House of COmmons that the
Austrlan government was getting rid 92:1ls most destitute
burdens, who would in western Caneda‘require wage labour .em-
plo;ment (which would not be sufficiently available) or starve
Most alarming of all to one journalist, 5white settlers” on
their way to being”comfortably ensconced in. new permanent
houses would surery prepare to_leave rather than face life "in

nl5

" the midst of these filthy and untutored beings. Whatever

'happened to-the Galicians, dlsplacement of their richer
.

predecessors was an uhendurable prospect to established Edmon-
. e
tonians. '
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Actually there was little sign throug? the;rémalnder of
1898 that there would be an end to the unprecedentéd prosperity.
If "the ranks of pobjectionable immigrants in thls dlstrxct"
wbre‘regularlx swelled with carloads of "Galicians”,ﬁ&ntrepre-
neurs could even be found who were happy about that. An agent
of a Crow's Nest Railway contractor found trer a good reser-
voir of destitute and desperate lahourers easily enticed to
leame their families for a season of work.on mountain réihway
constructlon. The alien immigrants in the city duripg the
wigter of 1898-99 provided:the single (though conslderable)
visible reproach to those enjoying their good fortune. Many q
experie:ced hardship serious “enough to éause them to beg a few

provisions from government offices. Here was apparent~evidence,

of a hardT»practlcal varlety, that 1mmxgxatlon pOllCY of the

L]

6 |,

Vdety
Expandlng numbers were for Edﬂonton s leadership the

day was wrong for all concerned.

sure"proof of progress The 627 homestead entries processed

-

at the Qomlnjon land office before the end of August caused
S

'unbounded dellght A third bBank (the Merchant's bank) supple- v
mented the establlshed Imperial and Jag?ues Cartier branches:

Dealers in agr1cultural machlnerx reﬁbrted double c¢r more the

v

sales of the precedlng year,‘wh;ch hag itself been blessed by Wy P

good crops. For Board of f&adea?resldént c. Gallagher, summlng

up 1898 1nvolved only one dgﬁmal nmﬁSEr, and even it reflected
the kind of neglect caused by 1nord1nate 1nd1v1dual reward

]
he had to deplore the meagre Board of* Trade membershlp flgure T

>
of twenty- flve.l7, ' 5 v

Hugely 1ncreasednmumbers, of course, allowed the more °

S
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" must surely have . sugzested anqe thejbrldge wass compl‘
creased 1nterrelatlonsh1p anq sharl '

'5pecral serﬁlces._ The'“dnontohs'woul’

i ‘ ’ . . . * \‘.3"‘
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than 1 000 inhabltants qf South«deonton to inflate the lmpor-'i?k-

n 2 . . J

tance of their own separate community against that of Edmonton,j-

13 q]

desplte the latter s population advantage. When tghaers werE‘{"'

cal d for the constructlon of the bridge superstructure over:

the North Saskatchewan r1ver, the threat of greater economlc

unlty for the Edmogtons pparked immediate resrqupce in ,ﬁguthc

Edmbnton. Accordlng to the Plaindealer's 1llogriaf’though

e

nonetheless heartfelt argument, . e
) o o . ,
There are two trade'c s inféhisfeiectoral dis-
a trict. One is Edmonton he other is South Edmonton.:

‘It has been said that their interests are identical
and to a certain extent that is true, but it is a fact:

" that for trading purposes the country tributary to one
is entirely different to [sic] the c0untry tributary
to the other. The farmers north of the river ‘truly
come-t® South Edmonton to market their grain, but they
.go back to Edmonton to trade, -and on the other hand

" farmers south of the Mver seldon go north to trade. 18

"To observers: énywhere but in South Edmonton, theseﬂgatt

if currentlyrseparated

.. -a N -

A economlcalhy a unlt

LN R4 ° '7\ C "

Of one thlng all.'were. certaln , The 1mmed1ate econom;c
. <& .

' . . . ,:R
future of;%§§§%?montons,.desplte the brief 1mpetus of the qo&d

u

rush, wouﬁi be tled to agr%culture , The fall S exceptlonally

v

proQuctlve graln'harvest bols‘rred clalms for the superlorlty

¢

of "nortBern" (actually ceﬁtral) Alberta over Southern Alberta
. X i > . . .

as a grain growing region while guelling remaining‘harsh images

" of the more northerly climate. The. Bulletln s year end satis-

faction 1th 1898 omitted any mentlon of the 1llusory gold rush

in favout of forthright delight with the prospects of agricul-

ture as the staple economic base o Tdmonton's future.t? -

A

v

R )
k]
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1. Edmonton Bulletin (EB), becember 23, 1897- Albefta Pla
dealer (\57* December 30; 1897; J. G. MacGregor, The KlonE&E o
Rush Throudh Edmonton 1897-+1898 (Toronto/Montreal, McClelland
and Stewart Lta;, I970), 7-21.

l
\

2. EB, Bec. 16, 1897; MacGregor, The Xlondike Rush, 22-81, 38-43.

3. EB, January 6, 20, 31, February 14, 28, March 3, 10; AP,
Maggh_lﬁ; MacGregor,,The Klondikg Rush, 38. ‘
© &

AB, Februgry 3, 1o, 17,u1897.' ! o | . -
» EB, J&nuarij, 1898. - S p“f
6. "AP, March 16, 1898. . S p . ' i
7. AP, February lolahd June 15, 1898; EB, Narch 7, 1898. “”ﬁé j'
8. ;ZB, July 7%- 18908? ,' R ',' ) s, R

9#*JF0r5est1mates of tﬁ@?ﬁ%gber maklng aastart and“ those' carry-
ing through, see MacGregor he ﬁ&ﬁndlke Rysk’, 87, 233-36; EB, ,
March 3, &April 4, May 19, Jgp upg 23, 1898. waqGre.p S
-optlmlstlegcalculatlon is+t tﬁiho

500 began fron Edmonton .
i 1897-98. and’over 700 made dgﬁﬂ& Journey, though almost oo
all were ;oo 1ate.‘£é'. . h
g . ‘

,10'._ EB, '4arch 3, Agrml 14, "day ;gﬂ;;mgs AP, May 18, 1890‘
“11. 'AP, March 3~and 16, 1898 EB &apuary 27, ebruary 10, 1898.
gy I TR -
12, AP, Aprll 20, 1/8986 On the W1despreaq Edmonton belief
“that guantities of q@#ll:were in the blagk-North Saskatchewan

Rlver sand, see J.prég rumm, "Valley &f. Gdlay " Adberta Hls- e

tor;cal Rev1ewﬁ %?g “'ﬁ‘ no. 4 (Autumn, 1974y, 14 25.

N \' 2. " ‘:’i‘ o ..
13. EB, February 387 May 19, October 24 .and+27, 1898; AP,” Q
August .5, 1898; MacGregor, The K dlke Rush, 251. C

”14. EB ‘January 13 (1nformat;on from C W. Sutter, Immlgra—
tion Agent), April 11 &and 14, 1898; AP, May 3, 1898.

P, May 3 and 18, 1898; EB, May 7, July 25, 1898; Canada,
als of the House of Commons of the Daminion pof Canada- )
8), Appendix 3, Report. of -the Select Standing Commlttee -
- on Agriculture.and Colonization, 229, 231. '

+.16. AP, June 8, July 6 arﬁi 13, Detember 23, 1898]., ,

317. ZB, Ju1§ 7, September 8; Decemher.26, 1898; AP, December
30, 1898." : o :
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chapter 5: Formal Municipal brganization.

.The premier uxpan institution dedicated to civid unity

1 must of course he the elected'inﬁnici.pa;t“auncil', hut it Operated
. ) ' .
in the Edmonton of 1898 with consicderdble help from key voléhf

X . A ¥ ’ .
tary orgahiza?ions whoseuopjectiVes reflected a collective . v

urban will or promoty q?dollect§ve urhan welfare. In 1898

.

Edméhton's Céunéglnm @ éonéernééiwf%ﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁ‘eﬁtire-range qf'#

‘prpblems 1étér'beiieved to iequire_cprporate actién.l<Itbwas ! |
. ﬁoﬁ even the agency promoting growth in the city: the Béafd: :
‘/; of Traae'was expected to do that. And mqtter$ of human welfare

‘ . among the less fortunate in the city were certainly left to ».

’

el : . o ‘ ¢ _ .
the'charge of, volunteers, most notably il the Women's Hospital

S . ) ° 4)"
Aid. Society. * ! _ : .o
— ‘ K b o T . T . : iﬁ@? |
¢ . . Formal municigal grganization was in fact not v sub-~

~
hd »

. . y . .,-4 “ . R - d LR
¥ stantial. Sofith EAHOntGﬁ}uoq}d not'even begipcgrpprdﬁed“(wiﬁh
the. new name, StrathﬁbnaL until 1899. FEdmonton, withfits‘ -
. i o ek Soia e =
- FY . ¥ .
earlier populat}én growth, became a town in 1892; but in neither,
¥ e - 4

>

)
. . ° - ~..*33 " : .
-+ c¥se was the ultimate cause of incorporation popular preés- -

s 9 » .*

sure ?bout common se;vice prob%gms so much as it was th;'a§¥i-
val of'theQCalgaryhﬁdmontgffRailwa§'in gye riva%'s centre.
one of the disadvantages fgr Edmonton's £own-Cg£;gil'was its

%
visibility and accessibility: the complaints of individual
ciiizens about matter$d coundiliors'were.not very eager to deal
.with had often tdﬁBR éidetraéked. Early ip 1898 Fhe most per-
siéten; and embarrassiné rePféSenfatioﬁk came fromLthe‘deén's
Christian Tgmperénce Union ahﬂ iike:minded individuals who

4 .

so%ght the removal of hdhseé‘of_ill-repute offerinir

T

. P A. B i ‘~‘ . 4'»‘;‘ :: -
vigesyof prostitutes. When reference to the federal juril - .

75
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tlon and the vague c1v1c bylaw on the subject did not qu1eten
\&“petltloners, Council turned -to the tactic of relegating the
controversy to the oblivion of a committee for study.l
The rather ﬂundane business of providing basic services -
was in the circumstances conducted with the aid of quite a.
primitive mdnicipal~organization. Very few officials assisted
in hahdlihg civie affairs:m a town clerk (who, in his correspond-
eénce, also became town booster to interested outside entrepreh— .
eurs“'7,2 legal and financial counsels, town constable and p011$; - .
;offlcers, S;dlcal health officer, "town scavenger"«and civic’ ”
poundkeeperr‘ Prov151ons for hospltal and fire flghtlng ser-
vices were left”to voluntary'organlzatlons,'although they would,
it }s true,vseek some of their operatihg funds from gsuncil.

In the main, though, the town Council served to respond to

common env1roﬂﬂ€ntal pmebhiems, to pursue and display residents’

«.the
S

common oSg%ct 'es Wlth corporate strength and - to
- ﬁai 'y v
v 1§ 'Y . R "o
> forum for rival’ aiglratlons to ‘eivic leaders
s -
: .
4 A distihct, air ‘st rcluctance characte

AT
'zed‘the way

vl [

Council groped for solutlons bnly after the flrm 1mplantatlon

-, . -

of problems. Sanltatlon is a good example. In.March, Meth-
—

odlst clergymaﬁ{)oshua Dyke complained of the need for a well— 0

organlzed sprlng cleaning, espec1ally because of the year's

extraordinary influx of tran51ent people and horses: in all,
he thoughﬁ§ prime p;e-bonﬁitions for disease epidemics.. Whether
1
-
"or ‘not because of this spec1f1c express1on of concern,‘tﬁﬁj

LS

medical health ofrﬁger was shortly instructed to -speed the re-

moval of refuse from town c?rrals and to report" on the sani-=

S \.'} g e
» tary condltlons 0of such food dlspensarles as butcher shops.
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v »
But of course the immigration was in *March only begiéhing.

In April Council solicited applications for the position of ;“
town scavenger. Dr. Braithwaite's report recommended con- -
structing a sewage draigage system and charging property owners

. : : )
for property clean-up conducted by town officers because of

N

the lack of private 1n1t1at1ve. o ’uf“;‘ﬁy

iidralnage system to overcome the dlfflculty pol&d hy :5M

.the high river banks proved témporarily 1¢‘i§s1ble %o f;@d
For the time being thla and all other dlfflcultles w1§§ waste

remained frustratlng. Antl-garbégigdumplng ordlnances wecE
t

1ssued and posted apd the town constable was ordered "to- see.
v

that all premlses are, cleared of. waste matérlal and r&?lgmmable

,‘,

ﬁmigter. The prggiem of ‘thnthad ‘domg to beha full»fledged

. )
regular asﬁec& of Cdunc1’ dellberatlons. At the “end Qi.the
& N * v

year, 1n an 1nd1cat10n of the expan510n of the refuse, the

Lth bfflcer found rt necessary to recommand the‘
s o

establls ment of a gnulsance ground.3

It looked as thouth

JCouncll Qeuld never'gatbh up with 1nrrea51ng requirements in

waste disposal. | o R
fhe burgeonihg_townls preoccupation with,simple en-

vironmental difficulties is easy to illustrate.  There wgre’ “.
‘frequent stories of runaway horse teams on both/Edmonton and

South Edmontdn streets. A civic poundkeeper had to he appointed
o~

in Edmonton in April.‘ Streets, éspecially main streeté, regue

larly filled with irritating.small stones. Dirﬁ—surfaced

residential- streets, espé&cially in .a towniof deohton‘s tem-
perature extrepes,lcon§td/t1y requlred gradlng.4 e

Problemgggfldlnally smald in magnltude were exacer-



the water barrel whlch constltuted the publlc drlnklng .fount-
ain; plans for a water works system progressed only to the4

‘stagz'of 1n4est+gat~ng lnducements which might be. offered to

‘S‘

~d
potentlal contractors. nghts were placed only individually
1% scattered 1ocat1o§a, as, for example, at both termlnalsvof )
\‘the rlver‘f?rfy: fhe-wbiunteer fire brigade had only primi-
tive equlpmgnt: _if the "steamefim(supplylng water) and the (!

"chemical"?ﬁrovedfiné@qua&e,athé'only resource was a water-

man s cant.‘a :

’
‘,

%

Pﬁoﬁrnent~crtlzen and exﬁmayor

'..;f“ :

-«

*

&r g
L S . F
. v . ]
R

51 W \l.

'
)

S ey
Matt McCau!y lost his

‘liverxaand fedﬁ stable’and T~ P Calrnex hls blacksmith shop.

P

' 3 A N .
go flre 1n Kngust. ,The flre preventlon system on thls occasroﬁ s

‘l'

' was an’ embarraspment, the hoseﬂbf the

g

g. 63

4

“a

. %

B .
1oak1ﬂg 1n seve*al places whlle it proved to takd. sGme time

"éheﬂlcal"'Burstlng and¢

1

@

aiter the exhaussaon ‘of the chemlcal effort to 1n1t1ate the

e

steam process

L%

The flre brlgades asked Ed ntonians -to be-

d b

P

lieve that chem1cal leaks ¥Wid not 1fnpede @ff1c1ency, and- that

M

‘steam pressure would always require time to develop from cold

oy

LS

-

’ 14
water. It was not long, nevertheless, before the brigade

undertook a special practice session, though it caused little

\,

if any improvement in fire suppression.

bulldlng hou31ng Armstrong Bros. grocery

J

dence and warehouse of bu1ld1ng’owner G.

ground.’

property owners of the efficiency'of the

>

Such catastrophes. still did not

v

¢

*

v

In September a frame
store and the resi-
Hutton burned to the .

convince Edmonton

only alternative



presented. The offer of a new fire protectioxﬂnystem came in

* »
May from the prlvate~entérprlse known as thé’"uﬁterous Company"

. L] ¢ “
v and was IEJnggg > 'At least a public, volun ?ry system's

costs_could presumably be controlledw

%
'F.Envirohment and property: to such concerns did Touncil

address its attentions. SQcial assistance was simply not con-
sidered a municipal respeailblllty, peoble looked after them-
selves. Where they did not, voluntary or prlvate agenc1es

might step in: the Edmonton Hospital Aid Society to help the

\

needy obtain required hospital care - with a 11m1ted %?unc1l

_grant; thm_mbdmonton Employment Nffice" for 1abourers and do-
h\*’k ’
mestic servants seeking work.6 Only in situatiohs in which*

everyone, regardless of social standing, was likely to be

affected, did Council déal with péogle._‘The ﬁedical health

JV

and préw %\rcyF epidemic disease. \ The chalrmanuof the "board
of works" waénauthorized by municipal~by—law to "1nspect and

J
E;ecure" bulldmpgs used for "pulec amusements or assembly.

IR
‘The new covered skatlng rink, for one, had to be. 1nspected
and 1mprdw¢d to meet structural safety s;andarde
»‘ qucatlon, another universal or near-universal service,
at least to thgﬁpoinéﬁﬁf literacy, was not supérviged by town
Council, but byﬁiﬁo.otﬁ&&mrepresentative bodres, the.public
Hﬁﬁnd separate (Cathollc) school boards within thé framework of
‘thelr,Terrltorlal organizations. Chlldren enrolled in the Ed- f
monton Public School‘(ll9 in:Janoary, 289,by Novemberl would
" ideally he offered byithe half dozen or so teachers oﬁi§ bure,f

and unvarnished aéademicxing}rgction; most other developmental

_— \
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matters, according to Territorial School Superintendent D. J.
Goggin, were the parents' own responsibilities. -Fgr Goggin, @
these could be enumerated: clothing, ‘- neatness, cleénline§s,

punctyality, manners, citizenship, the value of money, and

religion. Parents .were also expected by Goggin to maintain <
. » . “S‘j .

teachers' discip‘line.8 The teacher specialists paid £
public funds were+r¢Bviously meant to sdpply-only‘the OngNy

vice to‘Childreq that parents presumably could not: a prd
. . 4 ) ‘?“‘ , ) o
standardized academic training. Urban, if nb¥ Territorial,
<,

homogeneity went together with a certain minimal standard of
. v ' .

learning.

Staged gémmunity féstivitiestere also objects of
official inéﬁ&est. The extent of Council's participation in
the plannin/g.demonstrates acceptance o@f the power, of these to” -
engender civic unity. Arrangéﬁents for Dominion Day celebra~
tions were initiéted'in ié;e M&. Two hundred dbllar;
was grantéd to organizeispectator entertaiﬁment by band .
music, trackgand field competitions, horse and bicycle racing

A «

and team sports. Council evidently pﬁrchased and maintained
the instruments fnggbe-civic band which performed at such
functions. iCOveriﬁé two days, the spectacle apparentiy
) attracfed some 4,000 onlookers.9 |
t ™~

* There were reasons for public displays of civic unan-

imity;' In 1838 one of the basic divisions in thé ranks of
Edmonton businessmen, and even the pbpulace in general, became.
a public.controversy in EonneCtiqp with an effort to provide

~one more public service: a civic market square. The issue,

4 . . —

* D
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- which had Qeen aired\for some years already, appeared on the
surface to be the relative merits of two potential sites, one

wglw city mlght

In fact, however

rchase for the market square loca-
lere was much more to it than tbat -,
though property and co cial advantage were indeed the'ele—
ments atou51ng the pass1ons.

‘The first offer was made in September by real estate
agent P. Heiminck: ‘56 feet of Jasper.Avehue frontage for a,
price of $12,000. Two_supporters on Council, Joseph Henry
ficard and Walter Humberstone, moved Council offer $11,000, but
the majority favoured dropping the offer'to $8,000, which Héim- N
inck declined to accept. Picard and ﬁomBErstone‘felt obliged ' v
to explaln themselves in a letter to the Bulletin editor, point-
Lng out the several years standing of the market square prob-

] .3
lem and the "central” loca;ion Heiminck's property would have.

hasé drder would be subject to rate-
0-. W& :

payers' app . A
In NoVember, St. Geoxge Jellett oﬁtered a number of ad—

Qfsides,»an

301n1ng lots somewhat to the east of Helmlnck s property for

v

-a total price of just over $4,500, the offer sllghtly marred

by the necessity to negotiate expropriation of an impinging

1

and Thomas Hourston 1mmed1ately mov to file the offer on the

lot. from another pa;tyqsogaatishat tl?e avallable._'ﬂlcard
&
e

argumentlthat the property's much‘fmaller size was 1nsuff1c1ent

for-a/ﬁ§<;et.site, but their motion was lost in favour of one

w2app nting a three- counc1llor committee of lnve%tlgatlon."K, '

-

subdbquent special Council- meetlng adopted the dommittee' 8- . t

- Ry

report recommending accepthnce of Jellett's offer,»James Ross,
. . [3 R . . . .” N
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SNCTRE 2 : ‘ -
K. A, _McLéod and A. E. Jackson for, Picard and Humberstone

Y 4‘1

, against. Even as a pro@sed market site by-law (to borrow
. $4, 500, to purghase Jelleet' .; offered lots) was submltted to

Edmonton voters, Ricard announced his re51ghatior? from'Council
in protest. He alleged the decision was reached by "railroad"

'procedure without debate. Heiminck contended . that size limi-

tations on Jellett's lots would hamper expaﬁbion, \for surrov&md-
-

ing property would be costly. Plcard introduced a third possi-
blllty (besides Helmlnck's and Jellett s) which had apparently

been' available: a mlddle-SLZed property frqgrﬁumberstone.

Even it, Picard p01nted Qut, had three times the space of the *

-

Jellett property .at the cost of @l 000 less.}_ If Heiminck's
property (tw1ce the 31ze of@berstone s) was ' not to be.
bought, then Humberstone s% Jellett's was the only alter-

‘native worth conslderlng.]f X S

- 1,3’
T 7 e »:. g . v . u“.
s Later ﬁown mee:tlng 9 S to discuss 'the issue

~ L

revealed tha? the property of e‘v - h'ro{l.gh ‘Hdmb'ersto’iae had “
actually~ come -from‘lHeiminck. 'I‘his cotild not o.buscu"re Picard's
A protest that the cost per acre “0f Jellett's land would be
three tJ.mes that of Helmlnck's orlgnﬁ(largest) Pﬁerty.
At this p01nt in egly Decerﬂ;er, another heated exchange
1nterveﬁe& between Picard and Mayor Edmlston, on the subject
of a dlfferent property p‘.@ase n'egotlatldn. By the time -
the mar‘ket by -law came to the voting test, divisions were ”

) v
v1v1dly clear. Only male owners of property Valued i, excess '

vof $40b were allowed to vote 5sevene1y llmitlhg ’the electorate, g

v S

_probably to about 150. Of these especially 1nterestei Rros-

| perous citizens, a good majority voted for the_acquiﬂlqn '

IS '
- . : .

e
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from Jellett, but the necessaty™wo-thirds m ty was not

s
obtained, thus Qefeating the measure.12

-~ What caused the divisioh? Was it’sé;ply a matter of

rival entrepreheurs seeking personal advantage? Not likely,

aecording to developments in the hunicipal elections which
followed immediately. Picard, with &ohn A. McDougall, nomin-

ated Cornelius Gallagher for the mayorality. In opposition,

the group opposed to Picard et al in the market site 4,

(in this case K. A. McLeod, A. Taylor and James Rossf inated
incumbent ¥. S. ®Rdmiston. Judging by the_list.d;‘Councrl nom- |
inees and their spohsors.in relat{en to their market site.issde
alignmehts,_one might_guess that an unofficial Edmiston'alder:

manic slate . consisted of A. Rxown, A. E. Jackson, K. A. McLeod, *

James Ross and R. Hockley;ﬁ&ﬁe Ga!laGher'slaté of N.nWhite,
) R4
Richard Secord, J. §: Plcard Thomas Hburston and - P HEImlan ‘.

S L
Rl N u

Neither K. W. MacLenzre éﬁﬂbr J. D Clarke s«nomlnatlons gave
3

easy hlnts of one allegrance or the other, but Clarke,'ln 1y
4 . ¢ : #' Q Ko
case, w1thdrew his nomlnatlon before the electlon. Edﬁlsﬁdbﬂ

~defeated Gallagher handlly, by nearly a’ two to one margln,

McLeod MacKenz.}e and Jackson Q:Opped the councillors’ pol&j

_rece1v1ng two years terms of offlce, and PlCard Brown and

Secord wou»one-year mandates. That would, .lf the Prqylous
' (4

guedses are correct, give LCdmistoh 'at least thiee COunc1l .1, ‘
supporters agalnst at least two detractors.lf; ' %;'
: ‘ )’,‘

»

e

'r.mhe edltor of thé T.dmontor Eulletln offered an anaky51s
R
both before and after the electlon Wthh llnked the election’

campaign with. the narket site controversi Partlcularly 1n

4

the mayoralty contest, he suggested, "the same forces were, L{g’

’
¢ o g

'



arrayed‘lagainst each other" as‘in the market: by-law campaign,

in which the real issue had been to use the market site to

establish either a western or an eastern focus for Edmonton's

-

centre of buslness.- While there were not enough easterners
to muster the necessary two~thirds majorlty to pass the markét
. by-law there wére plenty to ensure Edmiston's mayoral victory. ' {éﬁ
'Property values and potential profits were undothedly‘at the f,'~¢
* core of the matter, hut not with respect to the potential mar - ;

. ' J .
ket lots alone. The larger .struggle was anwexample_oé-signifi-

14

cant straln on municipal unlty, a test of the formal 1nst1tu—

tions de51gned‘to contaln and resolve its 11ke.‘ leen the" »

¢

‘lba51c nature-of the<warket site dlspute, 1t~could-n0t long re- !
N ¢ v v
..ma:n aarmang The first Pounc11 meetlng follow1ng the elect—v'

‘g
ions 'was presented w1th an oFfer by Heamlnck and two partners f

nine lots an Queen, Rice and PllzabetH streets for a $3, 900 R
. R
]prlce.lﬁ Once more the dlsagreement passed‘lnto a newvyear.

‘~Edmonton town Council was a representatlve 1nst1tut10n'

dévoted to the¥.qpal of cooperatlon to tacklg common problems
.‘% - =

‘bf env1ronment}\property, protectfbn and civie’ promotlon., TE? ¢
last as ‘we’ have already seeﬁ, was in 1898 easily understood: ‘

v

a matter of taking the fullest advantage of the gold anavland

" rushes through vdmonton. The‘first two weﬂg rerplexing in - I
the e?treme, great success provxné ‘bemporarlly elus1ve. ané
Aally,-there'was, in the prOSperous general atmosphere,'room'

for 1nternal blckerlng in attempts to secure spec1al economic
advantages within' the town.- A N

. ¢ ’ .
Kﬁthough leading South Edmontonians began in 1898 to , .

-

consiﬂer 1ncorporat10n spec1f1ca1f& in reactlon to the news



'85
) »

that a rallway connectlon was certain to cross the river to

“the north side and raise Edmonton“s ambitiona~to dwarf South
Edmonton," other praotical re&gons for corporate organization
.on the soutn sidé were by this time easy to recite. Public
heaith and saﬂitat}on m;ght be regulated in ongoing programs.
. The‘problem of a "nuisance grodnd”® originally pleced too'close
to the residential centre for either public health or odour-
free air, would be sw1ft1y-dea1t with and subsequentﬁy kept u
. under control. With 1ncorporation efficient flrgﬂpggggctlon |

could Qb organized, "dlsgracefulw s(dewal's on the main bu51-

,
b

ness streets cleened and 1mpr0ved (so as to cease dr1v1ng away

£

5ntarested 1nvestors) and an aspect of c0nfldence ln‘the commu - .

v

ite a Y
nigy's prospects shdwn to the wortd. !

1~ . RN
‘As ltrwaé sprlng cleaning was left to volunteers and

-

waste dlsposal was gegulated only to the extent that the South
Edmonton constable would make good his threat of lé%al prose- i
cutlon if ;nenure heaps ap% other nu;sances" werevnot\renoZed j?@{é
from private properties by presoribed deadfﬁﬁes.lsl The IOCafb
vTerrrtorlal Statute Labour Overseer, Lawrénce Garneau, made
hlg-;ummer project for 1898 the "renewal" of Whyte Avenue, b
South Edmonton g maln street Robert *icKernan eventually gave
,hls perm1551on for re31dents to use an enciosed ‘corner of. hlS
nearby farm~as a sultably d;stant locatlon for the dumplng of
manure. -But when,spec1al dlfflculties‘arose whlch'were not "
tagen in hand by volunteers in this unusual, Elondike-mad year,
~ there was littlé to do save vent one's petulant anger. _"a

.constable for nlght duty is badly needed in South Edmonton, e

wrote the Plalndealer s edxtor, "to' keep in suhjection the

s e
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drunken rabble who infest the streets and.make the night hid-
~eousy with their yelling, howling and fighting." With respéct
to a different type of population altogether, there were a}so
"too many curs of low degree" rending the night peace with\

-

howling and scrapping, most without the benefit of any lawful
17

guardians. There was no local representative hody to respond’
to such complaints.

The general apprchension over the effect of a railway
connection with Fdmonton was strengthened by the results of the
November election to the Territoria%,Legislative Assemhly. The
first, mid-October public meeting to open the campaign revealed
three candidates, south—siderihlexander C. Rutherford, and
._Rdmontonians Matthew !icCauley (the incumbent) and H. ll. Robert-
son. The first two were from the start the principal antagon-
ists. Rutherford's nomination was filed by South Edmontonians;
‘McCaule}'s and Robertson's by deontonians.lB

That the contest was to be determined purely by the
river diviéion of the pooulation was soon amply dem;nstrated.
A rather uncontrolled poll taken at an Edmonton Catholic
ladies' bazaar revealed the local favourites: !icCauley's 750

votes and Robertson's 516 contrasted sharpl-- with Rutherford's

138. On the other hand, Plaindealer editorials attacked

McCauley's candidacy chiefly by plundering old Regina Leader
reports for examples of gaffes in his past legislative speeches.
Since Rutherford's chief ¢sset was his identification with

South Edmonton, the Plaindealer was forced to ignore his recerit

arrival (1895) in favour of describing his diversity of local

interests: as farmer, land investor, gold mine investor and
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lawyer, he had a hand in all the local resources, whose other
investors he would presumably be well able to represont.l9

The final vote by accredited male voters conformed to
the predictable pattern: 6582 for !cCauley, 498 for Rutherford
and only 112 for Robertson, the allegiances divided by the
river. The riding took in more than simply ¥dmonton and South
Tdmonton, but the river division wvorked f - r outside areas as
weli. Mor Stony !-’]ain, rdmontor: and‘toa"vr LLake together, Qhe
results showed 509 votes for !cCaule;, 97 for Robertson and
a mere 50 for Rutherford. In contrast, Clover Bar, South Ld-
monton, Mill Cree) and Vhite Mud nearly tipped the balance in
Rutherford's favour, giving 444 votes to him and only 68 and 14
to McCauley and Robertson rnspectively. "The\resultj" sniffe:

the Plaindealer, "but demnnstrates what we have asserted time

and again that the éistrict shoul® he divided by the niver,"zo
The disadvantage of South Fdmonton aspirants to the 1egfslarure,
this election scemed to indicate, was that their’supbbrters
would always be outnumbered by those of their north sigz compe -
titors. V

Although only half as populous as Edmonton, South Ed-

monton included more than 1,000 residents 1in 1898, another

apparent justification - sufficient size - for incorporation.

on November 18 the Plaindealer elucidated the various natural
economic and political cléavages which were alleged to warrant
separate incorporatioh from Edmonton. That very evening Post-
master Wilson

recéived notices from the Commissioner of Public 'Works

in Regina, for posting in conspicuous places in South
nAmonton, to the effect that unless a petition of
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objection, signed by two-thirds of the voters of the
place were received withjn 30 days after Novemher 20th,
1898, South Edmonton would be proclaimed a village by
the Iieutenant Governor in Council under the Village
Ordinance of the North West Territories with the name
of the post-office in its limits.2l

Apparently on the verge of realizing their ambitions, South
Fdmonton businessmen were still dissatisfied. A public meeting
of about 150 "of the largest property holders in town" (or,
in other words, virtually all ratepayers) took place November
22 in Ross Hall. The debate, with A. . Rutherford in the
chair, pitted a distinet minority disclaiming incorporation (\
against an eager majority favouring it. Thomas Anderson "in-
stanced the town of Fdmonton with its debt of over $1005000
as an example of an overtaxed community as a direct result of
premature incorporation,” but the majority agreed wit.. Robert
Ritchie, who argued for a show of civic confidence by a bold
step to incorporate, not as a Village witﬁ its virtual one-;an
control, but as a town instead. The result was the circulation
of a petition against village incorporation, with the under-
standing that a campaign would begin for town incorporgtion.
A comnmittee of five was elected‘to report to a second meeting
detailed proposals for area boundaries and names. Thus began
the drive which would culminate in 1895 with the creation of
‘the town of Strathcona despite the continued opposition?of
Anderson and others who attempted to kill it with a counter-
petition against the measure.22

Here then was the formal basis for a "struggle" within

greater Edmonton which was somewhat similar to that between

"eastward" and "westward" leaning Edmonton businessmen north
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of the river. With future economic prospects brighter than
ever they had been, the leading northern and southern occupants
of what was essentially a gingle urban community could afford
to divert themselves teﬁporarily with . contest tq determine
which would have the major business centre. The separate in-
corporation of Strathcona in 1899 ensured this issue would be
rather longer lasting than was the Edmonﬁon market square
argument but even it could bhe peacefully resolved by 1912,
Ironically, the institution creared specifically tn press for
South Edmonton‘primacy was the very one which ultimately would
permit an orderly capitulation once the "battle" proved hone-
lessly lost. !leanwhile incorporation allowed South Edrnonton
leaders an honest lunge at their ambitions witﬁou; the subter-
fuge Suspected in the other, market square controversy.
lnﬁerestingly, the opportunity to express cross-river
rivalry in terms of traditional Canadian political alijhments
was not exploited. It is undoubtedly true that of the two
pa}ties represented locally, the Libheral and the Li;erai2Conser-
vative, the former dominated. The Liberals had newspaper>sup-
port from the highly partisan.Bulletin, whose pu;lisher to
1898, Frank Oliver, was the 'lember of Pafiiament for the area,
while the Conservatives had been unsuccessf;l since 1892 in
efforts to create and maintain an oppgsing organ.23 The Ed-
monton Liberal®Association executive committee of ten did.meet
quarterly, and special urgent meetings to.dkscués "important
questions of state" 4id occur. Yet the legislative election
discussed earlier did not clearly oppose Liberal against Con-

[y

servative. The two leading contenders appear both to have been

\\\



more or less Liberals, even though‘their support was divided
along local geographical lines. The Conservative candidate,
H. H, Robertson, finished far-behind. In fact, the purpose of
a visit hy Cohservafive ‘1. P. Nicholas Flood Davin in November
was apparently to revitalize conservative party organization. -
The admittedly hostile Bulletin reported as a "reorganization"
meeting the one which elected the indcfatiqable CorneLius
Gallagher president.24 "These party lines were most evident
only when federal eleations occurred avery four years or so.

The two volﬁntary institutions in which Fdmonton area
"businessmen participated earnestly woulddaqain seem on the sur-
face to have been divided by the river, but each proves on clo-
ser gxamination to have represeatednboth sides. The South Ed-
monton Agricultural Society was of course dedicated to exploit-
ation by iocal farmers and businessmen alike of th; area's
greatest natural resource. The hembership early in 1898 was
over 150, including South Fdmontonians, Fdmontonians and a;ea
farmers, an impressive total im contrast to the Fdmonton Board
of Trade's 25 or so. The Agricultural Sgciety hoasted 17 -

o

directors alone, besides 4 executive officers.

Whatever its impact on the economy of the region, the
. Society also provided several community recreational services’
&40 the Edmontons. The South Edmonton Ag?icultural Society
grounds, scene;éi many formally organized picnics and other
summer festivities, including that for the Edmonton area at
large on na;yyd, }equired maintenance. In this small, intimate
community so dedicated to the Society's welfare, s#mall finan-

Iy

cial crises could be handled in a flash informally. “"President



McKernan...took a run around town yesterday to secure funds by
private contribution to sink a well on the fair grounds. 1In a
few minutes he had more than onohqh." “ven other methiods of
raising money ‘or desired improvements were recreationally
pleasant for South Edmontonians. The construction of stands
on the Society's grounds was made bossihle by such events as
the spring "Calico Ball and Box Social".?>

The major event of the year for which the Society was
responsible was the South Fdmonton Agricultural Fiir, in 1898
held on October 4 and 5. Many of the activities werg: as for
May 24 and July 1 ceclebrations, standard athletic and, horse
racing spectacles, but the focus of the fair was on the exhi-
bitigns of agricultural produce and stock. It was considered
sufficiently important to be attended by special guests:
North West Territories Premier Frederick Haultain and Public
Wérks Commissioner J. H. Ross. The Fair was hé érdinary local
holiday celebration, then, bug the means hy which the whole
rdmonton area celebrated its agricultural fortune together and
advert;sed gt to the rest of the prairie west. Planning for
the annual event bégan as early as February.26

In reverse, there were organizations technically desig-
nated by the term, "Edmonton," which in reaiity included mem-
bers and interests of the Sogtﬁ Side. South Edmonton had, for
example, no Board of Trade. Tﬁat standard North American insti-
tution was represented in the area solely by the Edmonton Board
of Trade. The basic pufpose of this occupation - ‘oriented

businessmen's association was to promote the requirements of

. the area's multifarious business interests, insofar as they
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coincided. This might mean sponsoring petitions to the federal
‘government: to stop the projected Stikine-Teslin rai{way in
B.‘t. in favour of developing transportation to the ngrthi%rom
the FdAmontons, or for vastly improved mail service. It might
mean advertising the Fdmonton route to the Klondike among pros-
rectors unable to ge} out Qf Seattle or Vancouver because of
the crush of expectant gold seekers. It might mean-honoua}nq

a local politician, M. P, Frank Oliver, for his efforts on the
FEdmonton area's behalf, with a lavish forﬁal banguet anéd public
demonstration. 3pard of Trade organizers managed to bring to-
gether léading local figures of the town Council, the lLegisla-
tive ‘Assembly, the Edmonton and South Fdmonton Liheral Associ-
ations, the éouth FAmonton Agricultural Society and sevexal
other organizations for this tribute. A public holiday was
proclaimed and the brass bands of Edmonton and é&uth Edmonton
contributed.27 Nliver's well-publicized speeches across the
country and in the House of Commons on the value of assisting
Edmonton's drive to become the gateway to the north gave Edmoﬁ—

-

- ton exactly the kind of exposure for which the Roard of Trade

strove.
]

That prosperity was so marked, pgoépects SO auspicious
in 1898, may egplain the small membership in the Board. A nag-
ging worry ‘about meﬁbership totals and numbers actively parti—'
cipating persisted among the executive members from the bhegin- *
ning to the end of the year. President Isaac Cowie at the.
beginning of the year, in his retiring address, urged the mem-

bership not to leave all the work to a few. At the same time

a membership drive was a prime item of Board business. At the



end of the year it was obvious that few new members had been
attracted.28 Rut Fhen, in a year when everything seemed to
go right, there was little need for strenuous Board of Trade
exertion.

There were of course individual Fdmontonians for whom

everything did not go right and whose personal troubles were

cared for neither by the Board nor by the Agricultural Society.

Into this breacﬁ stepped the Fdmonton Hospital Aid Society,
announcing the contribution of women ;o the largep community
while also performing a social welfare function not yet ack-
nowledged in the responsibilities of the town Council. The
Hospital Aid Society is intriguing for being the closest equi-
valent for women to the all-male town Council. To be sure,

the Hospital Aid Society's nine-member board of management

represented not Fdmontonians nor Edmonton women at large, bhut

only the volunteers who joined the Society. On the other hand,

the whole community was served by its activities, and the 1898
Board composition was clearly an equivalent in economic and

social position to the town Council, President was Mrs. E. A.
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Braithwaite, whose-husband was a medica¥ doctor and city health

officer. Vice-president Mrs. Lauder may have been the wife of
T. G. Lauder of the "O0ld Scotch Bakery". Treasurer Miss LaRue
was most likely related to the family of Stanislas LaRue, who,

with J. H. Picard, had cooperated in a prominent general store

and other enterprises. The Secretary's husband was N. D. Beck,

lagyer, crown prosecutor and Edmonton town solicitor. Iirs.

H. C. Taylor's husband was a well-established lawyer. W. B.
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Stennett, probably Lho husband of the "Mrs, Stennett".listed
on the Roard, was an indepenient fur trader. Iirs. Graydon's
husband Go&rqn . orerated a drugstore. Mre. Gallagher's hus-
band Cornelius, the proprietor of the Klber?h ‘leat and Packing

]

House, was President of the Qonrd of Trade and would run unsuc-
g:ssﬂully for the mayoralty in late 1898.29 The husbands of y
these women wvere invoiVOd in the commnerce, professions and
runicipal organization nof tbe town,

The Society met month1§ to plan its principal task,
to earn money to support Fdmonton's hospital service. The annqal
$§1.00 memhership fee‘dnderlinod its aims. The General ‘ospital
supported by the Society was staffed by Catholic nursing Sisters
of Charity of Ville Marie ("Crey Nuns"). Tt was ngt a muni-
cipally funded hospital and therefore depended upgg donations
of merchdﬂﬂise, services or money. The Society, in addition go
raising money itself, kept the qeeds of the Yospital in the |
.public eye to*elicit such contributions. The division of pro-
ceeds from a winter Hospital Aid Society charity ball illus-
trates the basic uses made of the money they raised: L“5200 for
bedding and night clothes, $100 for coal and $100 for food. The
jdoung Ladies" auxiliary of the Society usually raised smaller
sums by means of skating carnivals and the like. One of their
$50 contributions went for a sterilizer for doctors' instru-
ments and medicine for the poor.30

The poor received special benefits‘from the Hospital
Aid exertions. Whether or not they were altogether adequate,
the attentions the Society directed to the.medical needs of
the poor were unique in the Idmontons of 1898. The hospital

L

-
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obviously did not cater to those well gnough off to be able to

afford private melical care at home., Fewet tiqn 20% of the

.
hospital patients were, an a rule, self-asuffisient ennugh to

. J - -,../'_‘, - J
pay for their treatment. Over half wego ualfaldy "pauper pa-

: éfs. m™he

’ /
tients” who were able to Day. nOnD of \61
',’.' ¢. : j

patients were, thoere-

uf g
fore, being treated nut éndy fqikpgilth at¥ments but also for

some dearee of poverty {Y&mm *Hlf‘ﬁ@lnt of view it must have
seemed graceless in the oxtﬁOﬁo ior the Pln1ndoalor to criticize
/ T

the hospital's operation for i1nadequate accommodation and fdod,
especimlly if the alleqation was untrue.

The question o} whether the corporate arrangements
of Edmont-on an? Strathcona were adeguate would hecome increas-
ingly insistent in the next few years. 1398 a%péars to have
been a transitional year in municipal administration, a year
in which reluctance to plunge into the collective approach to
urban development was only gradually being overcome. That was

one sign that the experience of village intimacy was about to

end, to be replaced by another North American urban embryo.

~
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Chapter ¢: Voluntary Associations.

~n

Direct involvement in the interlockgng mesh of the town

o in Udmonton and Strathceona, other than in the

}—

wWas accessih

23

e .
economic sense, hv o participation in one or ma¥e of tha consid-

erahle number of sncieties and churches. When the organizations

nf the churches are akled to the other clubs available in 1898, :

e result is a marvellous assortment for so 5nnl}tq‘popu1afion.
Grantaing the mrobatvility that many helonted to twn; tH}EO.A?
more associations, the conclusion must be sucb tﬁ&t;cnhosxyonoss
enhancel the intimacy of day to day relations in the s%ali.t
contre, . T ‘ -,

‘ost numerous, asidelpoxhéps from chhfcﬁ organizqtiéns,
wore the traterpal ]ndées? Eo§; 0f'th9m ‘lagonic and enéirelyv
male preserves. The public renort o€ a tynical*ﬁéefinq of oné
%agonic lodge demonstrates the essential purpqsé of these in-
stitutions., \* the beginniﬁq{of the year;jlﬁe‘"past brincipa!
2" of the "North Star Chapter;bﬁoyal Arch Haséns; Hd? llﬁ,
G.R.C." was lawyer H. C. Ta;lof. ITis successor for 18@& wa's
J. J. Dunlop, to be assistéd.by "2nd prin:ypal 4" M. C. Robert-
son, "3rd rrincipal J" G. T. Braqg, "scribe E“‘T;Jﬁpu£;ton,
"scribe M" illiam Qhort,”treasﬁrér J. A. chouéa}l, "princi-

L ) ' ! v .
pal soj" F. A. Osborne, "mastér st V" A. H.'Goodwin, "master
3rd V" Pichard Secord, "4th V" G. H, Grayddﬁ and'"Jaﬁ." Wn.
McKay.1 Without attempting to ferret out the meahing‘og ailtl
the initials, titles and ritual_involved, {£ isﬁcgééaialy jus-
tifiable to interpret the emphasis‘on nutierous dist‘ngtiye,.

titled positions as an effort to comhine for the members a

sense of 1inddividual importance with a sense of communal bhelong-

%, .

198
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ing. The fratepmal lodges have therefore special significance

in urban history. They fostered community.
Edmonton's Masonic lodges had a history dating back to
1881 and had secured a Masonic Hall soon after, certainly by

1883.2 The Bullatin regularly featured a classified adver-

tisement section devoted to listing "Secret Societies". The
North Star Cﬁapter of the .Royal Afch (lasons met reqularly in
Edmonton'§ Masonic Hall the second Tuesday evening of every
month. Hoursgon'g Hall éeemed to share with the Masonic Hall
the Sites of weekly, fortnightly or monthly meetings of local
lodges of the Independeﬁﬁ Order of Oddfellows, th‘ Ancient
Order of Feresters ("Court Beaver Fouse, No. 7866") the loyal
Orange Order, and those going regularly by the mystical ini-
tials, A. F}\and A. M; or A.0.U.W. Lochlomond Lodge, No. 111
of the.Independent Order of Good Templars, preferred to create
its own " Good femplar’s Hall" from the—old ‘lethodist church,
for meetings ;very éécogd Tuesday evening. But then, the Tem-
plarévformed no ordinary lodge, but a Christiun temperance
lodgé segking the improvement of society by putting the leader-
ship into the hands of honest, temperate men.

Some orders could involve Protestant clergvmen. Bap-

tist Rev. C. B. Freeman served as "C. T." with the admittedly

unique Good Templars. FEdmonton and Acadia (South Edmonton)

Lodges, A. F. and A. M. celebrated with North Star Chapter of
the Royal Arch Masons the "festival of St. John the Baptist
by a parade to the English Church" to hear the Pev. H. A. Gray

preach a special ssrmon.' There are indications too of female

equivalents of these male bastions: -the "King's Daughters",’
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for example, conducted evening "at homes" for members and the
public, but such reports were rare. Expansion of the variety
of orders took place on the male side. In November the charter
Knights of Pythias held their organizational meeting. And in
South Fdmonton it was !Masonic lodges and the "Clyde" chapter

of the Ancient Order of Foresters which were available.4

Their activities, in connection with the fraternal
function, infrequently went beyond the regular meetings. On one
occasion all 'lasons cooperated to welcome a visiting guest
spgaker, Memher of Parliament Nicholas Flood Davin. At the end
of the year Edmonton Lodge, A. F. and A. M. planned a festive
ball for over 100 participants in ,Robertson !all. The Tem-
plars did sponsor a series of elocutionary competitions as a
kind of community service, but that was the only publicized
example of any "service club" aspect for the lodges.5 They
existed solely as copies of, or ex%ensions of, the same frater-
nal lodges elsewhere in North America and Great Britain.

The communities to be fostered were thus not only local,
but international. The international numbers by which local
branches were identified ranged as high as 7,866 and every
advertisement included the ph:ase; "Visiting brethren cordially
invited." At home, they excluded non-members. Their lack of
local independence is illustrated by the visit to the Edmonton
arm of the Indepeggent Order of Foresters of the I.0.F. "organ-

6 Lest these 1oages begin to seem more frag-

izer" in July.
menting than unifying an institution, one should xeep in mind
that for middle class businessmen and professionals access

to membership was both easy and extensive. To belong was an
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urban tﬁing‘to do; that so many at a certain broad-.gocial level
- ~ .

did was in itself an indication of unanimity (or uniformity) of

outlook.

Three societies organized on the basis of religious and
ethnic tradition would also seem at first glance to be divisive
influences in the community, but were in reality not. These
were the St. Jean BRaptiste Society, the Orange or@® and the
St. Andrew's Society. The St. Jean Raptiste Socitty caught the
public notice most in June, on the occasion of St. J&an Bap-
tiste day. Iﬁ 1898 the celebration of this special day involved
a convergence of branches of the society from Morinville, St.
Albert, Fort Saskatchewan and Fdmonton on the Morinville head-
quarters. Festivities included a picniF followed by a concert
and variety entertainment, to which a "musical and dramatic
circle"” of the Cdmonton branch contributed. :lembers in this
society were of course French_speaking and Roman Catholic.7

Very little contrast was provided on July 12 by the
"Otange celebration” of militant Irish-Scottish protestantism.
Fort Saskatchewan brethren accompanied the Edmonton lodge for
parade (to the sounds of fife and drum corps) dinner, addresses

and "athletic sports" at the South Fdmonton Agricultural Society

*
«

grounds, courtesy of Loyal Orange Lodge No. 1654, South Edmon-
ton. The speakers were such prominent community representatives
as Robe‘McKernan and A. C. Rutherford from the south side,

and M. P. Frank Oliver and area M.L.A. Frank Fraser Tims from

the north side.8

The visibility of the St. Andrew's Society came later

in the year, although regular monthly meetings prevailed through-



102

out the year. But ‘the annual meeting in November was called
not only to elect the next vyear's officers but also to arrange
the highly public traditional annual dinner. ”embers and
friends were invited to supper in the Queen's Hotel on November
30 for a "national reunion of the Sons of theMHeather." The
‘prominence of the Scottish society is revealed in the list of
ffew officers, including municipal stalwarts G. J. K1Nna1rd w. 5.
Edmiston, W. Johnstorne halker, Thomas Hourston and G\\J
Gairdner. The ethnic and, religious components were fonmalized\
in the positions of standard bearer (Archie Cameron), ba%d
(James Johnstone) and chaplain (Rev. D. G. McQucen). =\
Their subsequent‘dinner "was probabLy the most succees-
ful in the history of the society at ®dmonton," seventy memhe}s
and their friends participating. The ever popular parade
opened festivities, Diper T. Hourston leading the procession
from the fire hall to Queen's Fotel for dinner. The long round
of toasts, however_tedious they may have been, was perhaps. the
most significant aspect of the affair. Besides invited politi-
cal representatives,dthe leaders of other societiee, notably
J. H. Picard, president of the St. Jean Baptlste Society, were
honoured in toasts to thelr organlzatlons 9 In such ways did
various ostensibly separated societies maintain their tradi- .
tions, yet, in formally entertaining one another's dignitaries,
also build and maintain community friendliness and cooperation.
Another example of the same social dev1ce followed
immediately in the fifth annﬁal dinner of the 0ld Timers' Asso-

ciation. Included in their toasts was one to "sister societies",

responded to by'G. J. Kinnaird for the St. Andrew's Society and
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J. H. Picard for the St. Jean Raptiste Society.10 The 01d

]

Timers' Association was, on the Wher hand, itself a unique
organization in Edmonton, for it was inspired by the sense of
local history and local pioneer pride.

Its two major functions of each year were dedicated
to the memory of Fdmonton's paét and its bresent community.
The annual January and February "0ld Timers' Rall" had already
achicved institutional status. For two dollars per couple,
dancing to the music of two violins and a piano at the "opera
house" followed supper at Jasper House across the street. Here

homage was paid to the distinctive formative influenqesgon the

Edmonton identity. In 1898,

-~

The room was tastefully decorated and adorned with furs
and across the staqge was erected an old time shanty in
all its rustic simplicity. Traps and furs hung from
the walls and several signs bearing the inscriptions,
"Burbank's stopping place. Guides furnished to the
Nelson and Liard," "Dining roon girl wanted, " etc.,™
also decorated the walls.... There...were probably
one hundred and fifty couples present. The old time
effect was added to by some of the numbers on the pro-
: gramme, notably the duck dance and the time honored .
A Red River 9jig. '
In this last year before the creation of the Edmonton Club, the

-

Association had no rivals in the field of formal social reprea»
sentation of Edmonton. Its compass was, moreover, geographic-

ally wide raﬁging. The 300 or 360 estimateéﬁz; have attended

v

the balll included many from South Edmonton. The 1898 elections

of offﬂgers turned up not only'Piank"Oliver to succeed H..S.
Young aé-president, but aléo a représehtative of the nearby
Victoria district as vice-president ané John Waltér‘as the
~vice-president from South Edmonton. Veteran Edmonton politi-

~cian Matt McCauley served as treasurer, and several other
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veterans were pillars of the executive committee.ll,

These organizations both mobilized and were mobilized
by professional and business leaders. Their own professional
"associations claimed their time as well, but they had a'stake
in both their geographical and occupational communities. Other
Edmontonians were aware of their distinction and would, at
formal institutional dinners, raise toasts to "the learned
professions.r‘ Their associations primarily, of coufse, regu-
lated professional'practices. The Law Society of the North-West
Territoriés had licensing poweré; so it was significant when
the Edmontén Brahch achieved an image of permanence by renting
a rqom:in the McLeod building in central Edmonton to house a
 library for fhe éociety.12 Clergymen had perhaps the strong-
est sense of all professionals of the uniqueness of their call-
ing, yet several (notably Protestants) were active in vaéious
community associations. Insdfar as these professionals were
absorbed in external Edmonton community affairs, their éro—
fessional isolation was to that extent brokén down and at the
same time made useful to all.

ﬁot-only the élergymen, but also the churches of Ed-
monton frequently found reason to respond to the town as a
whole. It is true that a fairly simple collectidn Qf Christ-
ian-denominations was established in.Edmonton: six - includ-
ing the brand new presencélof Salvatiop Army barracks since the

close of 1897.13

Adherents of other well-defined beliefs were
no doubt present, but not yet in organized form. Abraham
Cristall's family formed the majority of the Jewish population,

so that his continued preservation of Jewish cultural and
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religious practices took place entirely in his ho_me.l4 Or- ¢

»

ganized religion in the Edmontons meant primarily the activi-.
tiés of four Protestant denominations -(Methodist, Presbyterian,
Anglican, Baptist) and the Roman Catholic Church.

Well established, they were by no meanilindependent.
All had metropolitan connections with t&eir centralized church
organizations, and some held very inferior positions in their
denominations' schemes of things. Perhaps only the Catholic
congregation had really transcended thé "mission" stage denot-
ing complete dependence on .the parent body, although the north
side !ethodist congregation seems to have ‘approached the Catho-
lic iq sizé.15 Exalted visitors came from the closest ecclesi-
aséical centres: the Anglican Bishop of Calgary to conduct
special services, the Presbyterian Home 'Missions overseer and
the”:Superintendent of Baptist Home Missions from Winnipeg.
On the othetr hand, local clergymen sometimes were called to
attend centralized meetings elsewhere: Presbyterian ﬁev. D. G.

’

McQueen spent ten March days at Home Mission committee meet-
ings in Vancouver.16 |
Their relatively primitive development may have made.
it easier for some cohgregations to cooperateAwhen they perQ‘
ceived a common objective. The greatest example of that, as
we shall see lafer, was the intense prohibition campaign in ‘
summer - n< fall. But there were more ordinary instances. An
evangeliset invited to Edmonton to conduct a summer week of
evening "thpel meetings" for the Baptist Church was also in-

vited to pﬂtach to a Methodist Sunday morning worship service.

Three South Edmonton congregations, the Methodist, Presbyterian
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and Baptist, took advantage of the pareﬁt "Evangelical Alli-
ance" for such purposes as a cooperative "Week of Prayex" pro-
gram in January;17 There was no hintlof amalgamation in these
measures; on the contrary, all were in the early stages of
st:uggling to assert themselves. Their cooperation worked to

!
assist each denomination in that endeavour at ceffain points

of duplicate planning or where, as‘with prohibition, the ob-
jective was so tremendous as to demand a common front.

The main business of the éhurches was to schedule regﬁ—
lar worship services, so normal as to be ‘infrequently reported
in the newspaper despite their rggulating influence on the
E weekly timetable. Still, Methodists and Baptisté made some
effort on occasion to advertise theirVServices beyond the con-
fines of their own congregations. The special January sermon
by Methodist Rev. Joshua Dyke, "The Manly Klondiker", which has
already been noted, was a rather unusual example designed for
ﬂhe edificatién of Kléndikers invited t?,"dress in their travel-
ling costumes and occupy the centre'seats of the church.”
Usually, advance publicity given to sermons was based on the
drawing power expected from the sermon tltle. "The Young Man's
Hindrances" were tackled by Raptist Rev. J. R. Cresswell in |
February; Rev. Joshua Dyke tqrned to a series of Biblical char-

acter studies in sermon format in March. Some especially

noteworthy sermons and choir selections might be reported after

the fact in the Bulletin or Plaindealer, Methodist, Presby-

terian andeBaptist services receiving the greatest attention.18

‘The same denominations moved beyond regular services

to“special lecturés and campaigns in attempts to reach the
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general public, occasionally in cooperation. In March, Metho-

dist Rev. E. B. Glass and Cree Chief Pakan visited the Edmon-
tons from Whitefish lL.ake Reserve to conduct special mission-
oriented worship services in the Meghodist churches. Simultane-
ously, the PRaptist Church in ¥dmonton advertised to the commu-
nity at large a one week program of evening "gospel services"”
for which they were able to obtain a speaking contribution
from Chief Pakan. Several more weeks of similar services were
sponsored by the Baptists on both sides of the.river in July
and August. Odnce again they promoted a special attractiong‘
this time visiting "Fvangelist Pugsley".lg

| It was a little too early to expect the churches to
prepare programs concentrating on reaching the new alien ethnic
communities in’ the city. Ve have already seen that iéolgted'
attention was paidy the Germans in June by visiting German
lanquage preachers of the RBaptist and Presbyterian denomiﬁa—
tions, and tﬁat St. Joachim's Roman Catholic church once per-
mitted the performance of a Greek Catholic service for the
special benefit of some of the town's Galicians. b
. The catholic churches in the Edmontons had not howéver Y
gone nuch beyond their traditional allegiance to the Fréncf— '
speaking comnunity. In faét, for the St. Joachim parish,
ethnic diversification meant the steady influx of English
speaking Catholics to the extent that English-language ser-
mons became.necessary. One response to such encroachment was
the 1894 introduction into Edmonton of the French-Canadian

Catholic St. Jean Baptiste Society} That was an agency to

preserve a long-existing separate culture, not one to ease the
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adjustment to Canadian customs of alien newcomers. Along the
same line, French speaking Cathoiié Susinessmen like Stanislas
LaRue belonged as well to the Catholic ifutual Benefit Associ-
ation, which was a branch of a larger network. T.aRue attended
the national convention at Quebec in September as the Fdmonton
delegate.zo The.C.H.B.A. represented the intersection of
French, Roman Catholic and investment interests. It demonstra-
ted that the Roman Catholic community, even the French apeak-
ing Catholic community, maintained its own unity within, not
separate from, the broader contextsﬂ

Nor did Protestant aﬁtention to-ethnic aliens go be-
yond some local participation in the work of the British and
Foreign Bible Society.2l That is not to say, on the other
hand, that all strangers in town were disregargsd. In tﬁis
year of the Klondike rush throuqgh the Edmontons-there were more
transients than usuél to invite to church services and special
presentations. They were, for the most part, treated to stand-
ard fare differed%iated‘from Sunday morning worship mainly by
an increase in musical content. Typical of the'programs
offered by the Presbyterians was one chaired by Rev. D. G.
McQueen which consisted entirely of hymns, choir selections,
organ solos and vocal solos. The éaptists st@ged "missionary )
and musical" programs. While the potential audience was broader
than each congregation itself, that was apparently insufficient
reason for the churches to change the established formula by
which entertainment was given onlf slight place in those con-

certs and sociqls designed primarily to propagate the Gospel.

Perhaps the most daring departure from:regqular church format
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for the evangelical denominations was to bhe seen in the open
air garden parties of the Methodist Fpworth Leagues. More
typical, presented by Anglicans as well, were the traditional
"Christmas Tree" entertainments open to the public.22

A rather different category of church-sponsored enter-
tainment was intended tobraise money. The best publicized
fund raisers were the ladies of the Catholic and Anglican
churches. The Preshyterians did stage a summer "talent show"
at Robertson Hall which supplied not only music, hut also cut
flowers and candies for sale.23 For the most part, however,
they refrained along with the Methodists and Baptists from
mixing such material objeq;ives into the affairs of religious
bodies. Their own preocéupation was, as we.shall see, quite
different,

The favourite Catholic means of earning money outside
of congregational donations was the bazaar. In 1898 they had

¢
a special project to benefit from their efforts. St. Anthony's
Church in South Edmonton was preparing to construct a new
church building. At the end of 1897 the Catholic ladies of
South Edmonton .organized a bazaar involving musical entertain-
'ment'gyovided by musicians from both sides of the.river. More
of this inter-community cooperation was displayed by the Edmon-
ton‘Catholic ladies who sponsored a series of winter bazaars
in aid of their South Edmonton comrades at both ends of 1898.
Only the provision of a concert in the opera house on St.
Patrick's day evening diverted the Catholic ladies from their
24

single-minded approach. Denominational loyalties obvigusly

helped to undermine any potential inter-community division
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between the Fdmontons.

Anglican ladies would only infrequeﬁtly turn to the
bazaar format to raise funds. Their main method was to organ-
1ze entertainments for spectators who were charqged admission
fees. At the start of the year the All Saints' chancel quild
advertise?! a misical "promenade conacert” in Robertson Hall
for which admission would cost 25 cents. In fay this conq;e—
gation produ:ed a three act stage comedy for which admission
agéin had a price. On the South Side, the.ladies and "Juven-
iles™ of'Holy Trinity Church derived financial rewards from
two April shows of another entirely secular production, "the .
fairy play, Cinderella”, in Ross' Hall. For one of these occa-
sions the ladies managed to persuade South Edmonton merchants
to close their stores (at the time normally open Saturday even-
ings) in order to increase chances of good attendance and pro-
ceeds.25

Productions of all church denominations tended, as
we have already seen, to involve cooperation of croses -iver
members within denominations. They were also almost univer-
sally conducted by women's groups of the churches. This
stan%ard role for women emphasizes the kind of segregation by
assumed separate interesté operating within the church popu-
lations.  Roman Catholic church ladies, despite their formai,
structured organization, were not vyet distinguished to the
public at large by a special group name, bhit the"Chancel
.Guilds" of the Anglican pongregations were, and so were the

Baptist Women's Mission Circlés and the Methodist Ladies'

Aid Societies.26 Baptist, Presbyterian and Methodist women
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were, of course, eagey participants in the c¢ross-denominational

Women's Christian Temperanee 'Inion., i

-
Ay

Sunday %chools were common for children who might, at
least in the case of Presbyterians, pass through such sepfrato
cluhs as T;o "Young People's Christian Tndeavour nociety"Jbe-
fore achieving irrevocable adult status. Adult men were uni-
versally entruste! withh management of reqular church affairs:
only they were «'.gible for congreqatinnal exécutive boards.
French speaking men were the family representatives in the St.
Jean naptis:; Society. While the Protestant Young Men's Christ-
lan Association had not yet arrived at fdmonton, in the infor-
mal meetings of half a dozen young men at the home of John A.
McDougall were the seeds of a preliminary organization which
would formally emerge in 1899, under the presidency of Anglican
Rev. . A. Gray, as the Edmonton Young Men's Institute.27_

All thesc g{runtureﬁ Separations invte grouvps were
simply extensions of well~known traditions of church participa-
tion in eastern fanada, with "ritish and American precursors.
They were matched by other tra“itions, especially annual Sunday
School picnics (really for--iole families) and.winter‘"christ-
mas Trees" for the Protestants, St. Jean Paptiste day ce%gbra-
tions for the Catholics, which added the experience of congre-
gational unity in the realm of entertainment to their common

28 There was almost as much

religious beliefs and ohserwvances.
ritual to these events as in the various religious worship

; :

forms. The curious pattern, with intriguing similarities in

the secular world surrounding them, combined commonly held

congregational beliefs and objectives with praactical, functional
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gegreaation of qroup roles in pursuit of those goals. The men’
sct building plans, for cwample; the women (;n fho anlxcan .

and Catholic conaregations) un-iartnol Qpecxal prO]ﬂCtS to helpa

Pi]
P
-

achieve trenr. e - L,

The churches were also visihle in the external cnmwu-ii'?
nity throuqgh their professional representatives, the clé}gymen.
A number of the toWwns' organizations solidited the services of
Protestant clergymen as chag&gins. Preshyterian Rev. D. Q.
‘'cQueen acte? as r;aolain at least for the "dmonton "urljng
~lub and the St. Andrew's Goci@ty.nq ~lergvymen could, as well,
become prominent by participating in public discussion of con-
troversial political issues., Tducation would\;E*one example
in other years, but in 1878 the outstanding case waswthe
struggle to impose prohibition of alcoholic baverages through-
out Canada. The clergymen of the llethodist, Baptist and Pres-
byterian conqaregations found themselves allied in this campaign

[y
with the Women's "hristian Temperance Union against a somewhat

undefined enemy.

Poth sides were active long before the June announcement

L]

of a national plebiscite on prohibition. The 'udson's Ray Com-‘\b

y%\
pany set the scene, so to speak, by calling tenders in January

for the enlargement of.its store, é substantial part of wh}ch
was the extension of the liguor section to the full length of
the store and upward another storey. On the othei hand, the
W.C.T.U. was prorninent in the two towns. A "Tgmperance Column”

was occasionally contributed to the Plaindealer, in which, for

example, appeared the inspirational story of a woman whn "had

openly vaunted her fondness for beer" until she made an abrupt

L
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'revereal to wear the W,C.T.U. white ribbon of abstinence be-
cause she made up her mind "not to set wrinkles on my facelgiih
beer." The three churches noted above\were also regularly |
active in the anti—liéuor campaign. One Sunday evening a "gos-
pelbtemperance meeting" followed the regular‘servicé in the
. Methodist chureh of South Fdmonton. .The‘cloeé\coeﬁeratioa of
clergymen with ‘the women's movement Qas displayed in a public
"meetinqg in Ross' hall, South Edmdﬂteh, in March. The W.C.T.U.
sponsored it, but two of the three speakers w;;;\clergymen,
the third also a man. k 3 few leading men, Qostly clerlcal,
inspired an essentially female movement. \

| Another strong souree of inspiration was the eguiva—
leht mevemeht\in-the United States. After the legendaty'Ameii-
can prohibitionist, Frances Willara, died early in the year,
elaborate memorial services were arranéed in the Methodist
churches by the W.C.T.U. Ia the deontbn version, several
1euloglst1c addresses and readln;e about ﬁillard s work were
delivered, followed by "earnest words" and a "strong appeal”"
for the continuing werk“of the union By,leaders on both’sides
of the river. The effect was apparentiy'tehporarily stupendous.
The next May temperance meeting in South Edmonton was crowded
to overflowing. Tnthusiasm for,thercausaamay also have been

stlmulated by a situation g‘legedly so bad in South Edmonton

that a night constable was recommended by the Plalndealer "to

keep in subjection the drunken rabble who infest the streets
arid made the night hideous with their yelling, howling‘and
"'fighting."‘31

' Mot only could liquor be obtained at the Hudson's Bay
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Ccompany outlet, but beer could be purchased by the keq either
directly from the .South Edmonton RBrewing Company or from its
sales agent. The public social settings for drinking were
the facilities of licensed hotels. 1In April, then again in

May, Territorial liquor iicense commissioners me£ in the Fdmon-
tons to considercapplications from hotels‘;ot holding licenses.
The four licenses granted (three were refused) hrought the
number of licensed hotels in Edmonton to four, in South Ed-
monton to four and in nearby St. Albert to two, a total of 10
for a population of no more than five or six thousand, includ-
ing the surrounding farmers. As if to make a case for the
prohibitionists, one of the successful applicants was simul-
taneously fined in court for "disorderiy conduct"” and'charges
were briefly laid, then dismiséed, against three hotel keepers
for having their bar blinds down on Sunday, suggesting iflegal
business. ProhiBitionists made the most of the publicity.32

" The Rev. W. R. Harvey, travelling lecturer and singer
iﬁ search of moral and financial support for the cause of tem-
peraﬁce, happened to be in Edmonton ét the invitation of the»
W.C.T.U. wre: the Canadian éovernment announced in June an
impending national plebiscite to decide the cuestion of pro-
hibition. Harvey became very busy in subsequent weeks. Before
the end of the month all ladies of the Fdmontons were urged to
attend meetings to organize a campaigh for prohibition. ?ar—
vey increased his contribuéion on behalf of Gospel-based
ab;tinence beyqnd Sunday events to include twice weekly open-

air lectures in South Edmonton's central band stand, open air

meetings on the North side, and the addition of his voice to
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a Baptist evangelist crtisade.33 ‘

But the campaign did not really heat up until the early
August announcement of September 29 as voting day. Prohibi-
tionist preparations mounted to a frantic level. It was imm@-
diately announced that
The crystal male trio of gospel temperance singers wil]l
hold two meetings in the Baptist church this and to-
morrow evefiings at eight o'clock. 1In addition there
will be recitations by Will.R. Harvey, organ select-
ions and a sh®rt address. On Tuesday evening steps
will be taken to organize temperance workers in Ed-
monton for the plebiscite. FEveryone is invited to
spend a pleasant evening. A collection will be taken.
The Methodist church offered "special sermons morning and eve-
ningnip the interests of the prohibition plebiscite," once
following up a morning treatise on "What the liquor ;faffic has
done for us, and what we have done for it" with an evening ex-
position of "The present issue." [llr. Harvey, now designated
simply "temperance organizer", shifted into high gear. An open
air meeting permitted him the chance to reach unwilling lis-
teners beyond the fringe of his normal audience with a "chalk
talk” on the practical subject of the "Revenue from Liquor"
while within the churches he could link Christianity and pro-
hibition with reference to the Bible.34
Harvey also used Edmonton's Baptist Church as the site
for the orgahization of an Edmonton branch of a national pro-
L
hibition fedefation created to fight the prohibhition campaign.
$till dominated by clergymen, the new group at least trans-
cended the single sex image of the welli&nown wW.C.T.U. Bap-

tist Rev. C. B. Freeman bhecame local president, Presbyterian

clergyman D. G. McQueen secretary-treasurer. But four laymen
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were joined by only two women on the executive committee. The

standar? Protestant division of roles in the churches worked

here as well. Decision making was to be dominated by men; the
practical matter of collecting funds was once again lefg"ég
\
a bevy of women. Public speakers, though they hbegan to include
a greater proportion of laymen, definitely did not includé
the women who had so long fought the battle.35
One advantag%,to the prohibitionists was the support of

the two newspapers. The Plaindealer favoured the measure .,

:first on moral grounds and secondly on grounds of expediency."
Its editorials constantly helaboured the argument that the
‘liquor‘traffic engendered considerable cost to the community.
Eyen the loss of license revenues would surely be.mofe than
offset by.ghe money saved. in the cost of liquqr{ The Bulletin
began by pointing out erlf»that should prohibitibnists‘fail
to secure their objective, théy could he blamed for "causing
an expenditure of a quarter of a mi;lion dollars without re-
sult except to demonstrate the weakness 6f their own cause."
Nevertheless,'the Builetin a}sé had two reasons for supporting
prohibition: first, the practical observatibn that it would
meén not a loss but merely a redistribution of public taxation;
second, the observation that éince liguor was taxec. burden-
somely on the basis of beiné evil, evil being admitted, the
proper approach'was to eliminate it altogether.36

The oppos@tion, on the other hand,v;aé difficult to

s i ‘

identify in locai terms. Baptist Rev. C. B. Freeman had to
excoriate "liquor interests" in’generalubecause of their lack

of local participation in the debate. Despite this, argued

’



Freéman, "the liquor trade throughéut the Dominion is making
every possible effort to influence, the vote. Their campaign
is a secret one, partly because the methods will not bear the
light, and,partly to avoid arousing the temperance people to
activity. They profess indifference in ofder to cause indif-
ference among the temperance peopie." That blast did provoke
an anti-prohibitionist response which proved how ill-advised
vnorﬁal routes to publicity were fg;vretentionists‘in towns ’
where the newspapers were controlled by the opposition. ,A
"mass" of anti-prohibition literature was delivered to the un;
sympatheﬁic Bulletin office "from an.unknbwn source," includ-

ing one card obviously meant for pﬁblic distribution entitled
"Ten good reasoné'why I will“vote 'no'."on the plebiscite.”
To nullify the potential effect of widespread circuiétion’of
+his, the Bullétih editor promptl? priﬁted the "ten good rea-
' sonsE with his own good dismissal of ‘each. 'le went on to
urge an oVerwhelming majbrity vote in favour of prohibition as
.ﬁhe only means of ensuring federal legislation.37

Speakers at puBlic meetings were one—sided;y'for pro-
hibition, local Baptist, Methodiﬁt and Presbyterian clergymen'
keeping up the pace of their éampaign through September._ With
little or‘no public opposition, few outsiders were imported
on the side of prohibition. Aside from Harvey, the organizer
who héd just happened té be available at the start,‘perhaps
only one visitor from Kansas.and the occasiopal clergyman from
neighbouring parishes supplemented tﬁe work in the Edmonténs.

It was, therefore, an outstanding example of the reform style

of the three principal churches responsible for attempting to

o, ™
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impose on the towns a uniform standard of behaviour in the

area of alcoholic consumption. Both their partial success and
! ~

their overall failure are important indicators of unities and

divisions in the Edmontdns.

The decision would be made by those who cared to vote

'among the male Brltlsh subjects (excent Indlans) of at least

21 years of age with-at least 12 months' residence in the North
West Territories and three in their current electoral distritts.
Many recent immigrants would be .disqualified for reasdgs both
of insufficient local residence and lack of Britishﬂsubject\

status. Considerable opposition to prohibition, it can be

speculated, would be lost because of voting ineligibility.

Reports of voting results coinciaed,-ironically, with the news
that one of the formerly successful South Vdmonton applicants
for a hotéel llquor llCense had been conv1cted of "selllng liquor
to an interdicted person™ and fined $100 and costs, default of
payment to result in forfeiture of his ligquor license and

three ménths“ attendance in jail. He could, as it turned out,
expect little sympathy from the 158 South Edmonton voters, of
whom 118 cast thelr ballots in favour of prohlbltlon. On thga
north side of ;he river, where a fairly substantlal group of{\%

qualified French speaking Catholics resided, the vote was

almost even: 124 for and 121 against-prohibition. ‘South Ed-

monton voted much the same as Calgary (402 for, 178 against)
while Edmonton's vote could be @ompared with Canada's as a
whol Quebec overwhelmingly against, the rest of the country_
39 ‘

- excépt Ontario cities - strongly fory).

This was, in Edmonton as in Canada, a show of remarkable
’ ¢
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strength on the partrgf prohibitionists, but also a display of
resoluté opposition among a substantial segment of the popula-
tion. "Temperance" meetings resumed ih October.and the speak-
ers (including Frank Oliver, M. P.) pointed out that the battle
for a successful outcome had just begu;. LRedefal legislation
on the matter could not be surely prgdicted. The Bulletin
editor, no doubt developing Oliver's oyn position, interpreted
the ovefall fractional Canadian m&jorify of 13,000 for prohi-
bition as a clear signal for the prévinces and territories to
deal with the problem, thereby avoiding any futile effort tb
.promulgate a law unenforceable in Quebec. And thus vigilance .
wa§.fo be maintained, but it reverted to the duty of the WtC.T.U.
which had been its main champion before £he plebiscite. Annual
meetingsiof w.Cc.T.U, branchesAon both sides of the river re-
solved to continue pressing for prohibition.40
iAll this activity did not, however, prevent J. B. HMer-
.cer fronm opeﬁingja wholesale liquor store on October 24.4l
Cleaflyvthere were persistent divisions in Edmontonians' views
on the standards of behaviour which ought to prevail among .
all in the community, differenées which would be argued stren-
uously fof the next three decades, the advantage first Witﬁ

one side, then with the other, many residents presumably com-

mitted to neither. The controversy was the most visible sign

~

2

of the d=dication within some of the c?urches to establish

.for the entire community adherence to an ideal behaviour.

-

The kind of unanimous‘agreemeﬁt which would .be requiredeor

the success of such a project never existed in the Edmontons,

but the degree of tolerance necessary to keep the urban network

3
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functioniné and generaliy peaceful in spite of it obviously
did. A homogeneoﬁs community the Edmontons did not preéent,
not even in 1898, but the institutions required to transcend
heterogeneity in favour of the c00perétive whole, alliborrowed
from established communities elsewrere, had already begun to
develop to ensure unhampered coordination of the contributions

of a multitude of diverse specialists.

we .
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Chapter 7: Recrecation and ﬁntertainmenttj
v 1

Organized public entertainment in Edmonton and Strath-
cona in 1898 had SOmeEcohesive effect in ‘wo different ways.
fn the first place, itzwas public because| it required partici-
pation oﬁ a larger scale than was permittpd within families or
close circles of friends. This was true f]team sports, for
example, and of dramati%lor musical displ%y. Beyond the re-
guirement of group partﬂcipation, in the §econd rlace, hoth
sports interests‘and thgbtrical ﬂisn1ayé wére intended to
attract audiences. A spectator at a sﬂaée play would expneri-
ence feelings quite dlstﬂnct from those stlmulatlng an onlooker
at a horse race or hockey\match In hoth 1nstances, however,

the common phenomenon of\ﬁpectatorshln was an interesting ur-
'ban characterlstlc. the degree to which EdmontOnlans were

spectators in 1898 may suggest their susceptibiilty to urban-

ization'.1 Recause this was still a relatively Antimate commu-

nity, however, its members sﬁill enjoyed a fair roportion Bf

participating town entertainm%nts,

’

The best puhlicized group recreations werp skating
carnivals and dance$ in the winter, cycling:excur ions and
picnics in the summer. From late Movember on, the Fdmonton
band divided much of its evening time between the llolden And
Johnston, and the Thistle outdoor rinks,. in late 1498 adding
Vthe new, covered Smith énd Company rink to its lisf of clients.
on designated régular evenings the bénd‘accompanied free
skating pefiods. The South Edmonton band 4id the same at the
local Shamrock rink. The special occasions Wére skating car-

nivals appealing to skaters, masqueradeérs and spectators.

123
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Prizes would normally be av 1 -ed to winners of racing competi-~
tions, for especially "graceful” and "fancy" skating exhibi=~
tions, and for outstanding costumes. Sometimes the entertain-
ment continued after thé carnival was over, for the community
at larges in the sense that costume descriptions were deemed
worthy of publication in the Bulletin. T.adies might skate as
anything from "!lother Goose" throggh "Canada" and "Butterfly"
ta "servant girl". Gentlemen might appear aé ordinary cooks,
sailors or clowns, but appeared fascinated with diverse exotic
ethnic groups demonstrably not included among them‘f blacks,
Indians, Eskimos, Galicians, Jipanese - and with the attempt

/

Dances also retained an element of exhihitionism in

to impersonate females. 2

the form of relatively elaborate "bhalls" hosted by specific -
organiZations, like the 014 Timers' Association dbr the South
Edmonton Agricultural Society. Put from time to time dances ,
were advertised and held in Robertson Hall by no particular
orgénization, simply . by a num»er of young people for entertain-
ment value. Theymight reflect temporary opportunities, like
one "Klondike Calico Ball" in April, or be rationalized simply
for the sake of fun. Seuth side bachelors staged an "At Home"
in early February at the Royal Hotel, drawing forty-couples.

A month later "the ladies" responded with a "calico ball and
box special" in the same location. North West Mcunted pPblice
barracks were a well known sourck of dance invitations, ana
ab}hough they undoubtedly iﬁ&élved a more select group, in so

)
small a town setting, the selection could not have been overly

particular.3

pZd
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The widespread summertime group recreation and exer-’
cise of cycling could easily be organized into a special
entertainment, The Edmanton Ricyéle rlub often arranged ex-
cursions to nearby country destinations where refreshments
were served and dancing might take place. On one occasion
something was borrowed from the skating tradition of costume
carmivals, when a masquerade parade provided something for *
hoth participants and spectators. 'Cycling added a special
dimension to the organized picnic, which was widely enjoyed
among large groups. Up to ninety members and friééds of the
rimonton Ricycle Club would make "bhicycle runs" to picnic
;ites. On statutory holidays like May 24, special festive
outdoor delebratfgns would normally include not only struc-
tured athletics, but also‘g multitude of picnics sponsored by
organizations »r private parties. "Arbor Nay" earlier in Hay
was dedicated to the theme of trek-planting, but on this sym-
boliec day of eﬁergence from the long, enclosing Edmonton win-

tér, "pic-nic, driving and wheeling parties were the order of
the ggy."q
Fia

Hunting and fishing were scarcely divorced from the
businéss of living for those used to travelling the hinterland
for trading purposes, and it must have been ;njoyed as well by
many who were strictly townsmen. Hunting season was autumn,
when seasonal shooting-:restrictions on many varieties of game
were lifted. Some camping and canoeing expeditions on the -

hunt went quite far afield, to Big Hay Lakes, for example, or

the vicinity of Rocky Mountain House at the headwaters of the
North Saskatchewan River.5 s

’
g

n
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A more genteel version of the escape to wilderness

recreation took plage at the camps of II. H. or W. S. Rohertson

or the "Koney Island Company's club house® at Cooking Lake not
/

far from‘fhe town. Here the primitive joys of camping were

modified by the presence of violinists for dancinqg and the

innovation of a twelve passenger "gasoline launch” operated

by the Koney Island Company to and from the lake. In the news-

papers, among the names listed of Fdmontonians leaving for va-

catio;s to.;ther cities could he found plenty heading for camp

or cottage at nearby lakes or to the mountains at Ranff or

Jasper.6 Reyond the summer campers reported at these resorts,
¥

more must have taken advantage of less exotic but beautiful

" natural sites surrounding the town. TInsofar as they did, they

emphasized the degree‘of their urban identification by the

desire they exhihbited to make an entertainment of giving up

some gmenities of civilization for safely short periods.

Even in 1898 a great proportion of the entertainment
came as staged preééntétions for mass audiences. For some of
this, local organization was significant; Aside from the brass
bands sported by both South Edmonton and Edmonton, and the
musicians who provided dance nmusic for the numerous public
dances, the first formal organization dedicated to mu¥ical
presentations was the "ppollo Glee Tlub". The oﬁjec s of this
cheral society for men were simply "mutual benefit and product-
jon of good music". Executive positions imquiately gave the
Club impressive structure: not only conductor and librarian,

but also president, vice-president (cyown prosecutor N. D.

Beck) and secretary treasurer, all serving-as both an executive
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'

and a musical committee. So auspicious a January beginning was
followed by February .practices for a concert presented in

" April, accompanied by one Captain Charles Holt, "late pianist

iq,the Conservatoire of Music,'vienna."7 Activity thereafter,
unfortunately, seems to have fallen off or become extremely

s”private..
i I
The "Edmonton Orchestra", which made a brief appearance

3

in connection with an Anglican church-sponsored play, seems

never to have achieved any level of prominence.8 Much more
promise attended the efforts of the-first meeting in J. L.

‘Johnson's hardware store to form an "Operatic and Dramatic So-".

ciety". Once again a rather massive organizational structure
'ﬁwasjfilled by eLection: President Johnson, his vice-president’
and his secretafy-treaswxer were suppdrted py an executive com- '
.mittee of five; conductor A..G. Randal% and an assistant formed
. the orchestral commitéee. The.society, forty é&rqng eveﬂ at the
‘outset, began to prepare Gilbert and Sullivan's "Pirates of

Penzance" for early February, 1899. A concert during the Christ-

mas season was a secondary objective:9 Here was a measure of

. \r

local determination to enjoy participation in established old
cdﬁntry.cuLtUre far from its source, but there was no attempt

to foster any such thipg .as a local culture. Traditional ex-

N

fte%nal staﬁaards were being imposed on the new community, and
in -order to ehjoy well-known forms of entertainment, Fdmonton-
ians-were roused to cooperate locally. In South Edmonton one
could maintain sbme contact with the English speaking world's

intellectual traditions by observing or taking sides in de-

1o

bates sponsored by the Literary Institute. Similar efforts

i

1
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were made, as-we have seen, by members of the French—;peaking
community. .

'Varioué’groqps-staged elocutionary contests which, if
they may s-mf potentially low in entertainment value, were at *
least accompanied by some musical program. Technological novel-
ties drew ggod crowds. Primitive photograph slides and grama-
phones were aﬁong the szt:popular. A St. Patrick's day con-
cert featured gramaphones in 'its usual musical progfam. Two
¥londikers, applying their apgénuity to assist a fellow tran-
sient who had suddenlypto‘return from whence he céme but was
financially ill-prepared to do sb; raised money by accompany-
ing a "minstrel sketch" with a gramaphone. Church groups pro-
moted a multitude of fund raising concerts, reli;iously in-
spired concerts, talent shows, plays and other literary and
musical presenﬂations at socials and garden parties. From the
local amateurs alone, Fdmonton and South Edmonton residents
could expect a goodly assortment of productions to watch.ll

- Rut this matter of buying the opportunity to enjoy.
vicariously the entertaining accomplishments of others was
carried much further, even in 1898. The railway connection
through Calgary with the rest of North America meant the Ed-
montons were placed on the itinerarie; of a number of touring
professionals with various acts. Here was.a measure of Edmon-
ton's urban advancement: not only did the citizen purchase
the goods and services necessary for living, but he was also

able already to purchase his entertainment from full-time

I3

specialists.

There were limits to the selection in 1898&. Among SO
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small a population, there were too few afficionados of esoteric
" theatrical and musical delights requirfing sophisticated advance
knowledge to justify economlcally the ‘appearance of profession-
als in the fields of "ser10u7 music or "serloﬁs _~drama. . Most
professional entertainment attracted to the deontons was
therefore designed to draw ae broad a cross- sectlon of the pub-
llC as poselble. Perhaps the most popular form was the vari- |
ety concert of music, dancing and demonstrations of technologl-\
.cal novelties. Two such compéniee, the Cosgrove Concert Com-
pany;ghd the "Hardie Ideals" once performed- simultaneously at
"two Edmonton.halls - the Edmonton Opera House and Taylor Hall
- without affecting each other‘s dapabity turnouts. Their
.programs vere essentially the same: musical presentations,'
"Kinetoscopic" exhibitions, and highland and butterfly dan01ng
"with calcium effects”. The Cosgrove outfit melded local
interest in both new gadgetry and-home town pride with ";en i
llme light views of Klondike parties leav1ng Edmonton and the
Athabasca Landlng: Another itinerant company highlighting P
skit-level plays in iésaprogram added to its inducements a
"Kinetogcopic representation of the Corbett-Fitzsinmons Fight.“
One couple\combined "phonographic and hypnotic entertainment."12

Playe; generelly of a light and relatively syperficial
quelity, were popular, perhaps in a similar way as films later
would be. Some were included within variety programs. Others
were delivered by dramatic specialists. The Helry Lindley
Comedy Company was encouraged by audience demand to remain

longer than anticipated when they hit the local peak 1nterest

w1th the staging of something entitled "The Yukon Ploneer
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Both Robertson's Hall on the north side of the’river and the new

Ross' Hall on the south side held large crowds for plays pre-
sented by the R. E. French Theatre Company at the end of the
year. Literary an€ musical presentations receiving 1es; wide-
spread audience subport were offered by one Fred Emerson
Brooks, advertiséd as a poet and "humorous reader and entér-
tainer" and latér»by Befnhard Walther (violinist), his wife

and a Miss Eschelmann (pianist) in the Robertson "opera
13 ‘
" S

t i

By contrast, enthusiasm prevailed for the arrival in

house.

each of Edmonton and South Edmonton in late August of the
three ring circus, "Lemen Brothers' World's Monster Shows";‘
Not only did advertisements promise Spectators an ,enormous ele-
phant, éhe.world's highest diver, a superlative bareback horse
.gymnast, raci;g steers, "100 Exalted'circus Champibns in 150
Supreme Aéts," and "whole droves and herds of»animals;" but
they also invited Edmon§9niané to see that "farest, strangest,
awfulest of ail the mighty monsters d% the great deep," the
"Might Bovalapus". Some critical reference was eventually
made . to unsavoury"side shows and skin games" and "swindling:"
but i%\scarcely disturbgd the wave'pf exciteméht caused by ghe
circus‘spvectacle.14 Apparently vicarious,:escapiﬁt enterta;h—,
ment which would contrast with the familiar, predictabie,'

' stable order of the ordinary village world best caught the.
imaginatigﬁ.of Edmonton's and South Edmonton's majérities;

-

M > ' .
Sometimes exciting spectacles did not remove the view-

I3

ers far from their normal world at all, but intentionally em-

phasized or glorif&éd certain prominent features of it. - Pro-

S~

,‘.
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fessionals could not yet fill this functioni dedicated commu-
nity 1ead§rs were those primarily responsible for ;he civic
demonstrations honouring specifié'grOups or individuals. The
coﬁmunity as a whole was bighlighted in the civic organization
of mass holiaays: Arbor Day, Queen Victoria's birthda§ and

Dominion Day, celebrated in athletic competition and concerts
| 15

[ 3

"in Robertson's Hall by the Edmonton Brass Band.
LY : .

Certain clubs and societies brought public attention

to their roles in the community with'simiié;iplanned displays.
St. Jean Baptiste day, or the festival of St. John tﬁe Bapti;t,
was obéerved in tfaditional pleasurable celebration by both
French and English language groups. The St. Jean Baptiste
societies of the Edmonton district wére treated to picnic, con-
qert and drama at Morinville. {?hé Ldmonton and Acadia lodges,
Al F. and A; M. (represénting Ldmonton, and South Edmonton, re-
spectively), togettier with the North étar chapter'ROYél Arch
Mafoné and any Otherhvisiting *lasons who caréd to join, marked
the bccasion by an evenino parade to the Anglican church. Per-
haps listening to a sermon hardly‘cOunted as entertainment, but
it matched tlhe ritualistié form of the parade, ani‘&traop@inary
" event meant to please spectators whidle emphasizing the day.
‘Orange Order, celebrations on July 12 were simiiar: noon picnic

dinner and addresses were followed by sports events and a

parade for th benefit of all and sundry observers.16

- appreciation and support of all residents was the
obvious objective of extravagant formal public demonstrations

tendered deserving public officials on days specially set

apart. A banquet in honour of M.L.A. Frank Fraser Tims in
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Fort Saskatchéwan in February was attended by many Edmontonians.
On a grander scale, the Board of Trade invi£ed\£he "generai
publice"” to‘assist in arranging a banquet to honour M. P. Frank
Oliver on hi; return from Ottgwa. Oliver'shri§eption eventu-
ally included a public holiday, an opén air meeting and bands
besides thé>banquet. The town's leading (Liberal) citizens
plénned the event, and it contained strong political overtones,

but the impression given by all the publicity was that they
' 17

wished to involve and represent the entire commdnity.
A different kind of urban repreég;;ation infﬁsed the
make believe world of sport., The number of distinct activi-
:ties had grown quite large by 1898, so in a sense it was a
fragmentéd sphere of endeavour. On the other hand, in many
events provision was made for sped£ators, so not only those _y
directly participating derived enjoyment from the p;oceedings.
Even the smaller groués of participants in several sports re-
quirea the cooperation of othér‘Edmontonians as paying spec-
tators or through‘their municipal representatiVes if facili~-
ties—adequate for the games were to be set aside. Early in
1898 the Thistle rink was equipped with 38 electric lights to
allow evening skatiné and, significantly, an evening schedule
for all ThistLe hockey team matches. 1In turn, the possibility
éf many more.paying obéervers for the games after regular
working Bours permitted the kind of faéilities enjoyed by the
hockey players.- Golf enthusiésts, ténnis players, bowlers
and cufiers 6bvioﬁsly_depended on sufficient fell%i/;értici—
pants to pay for the ﬁgfessary space, buildings and mainten-

: v
ance. Teams in cricket, soccer and rugby required park space

v
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to be set aside by the municipality for athletic use. If

theré was not é¢nough space for simultaneous engagement by a

number of tegfis, a degree of cooperation was necessary among

them. One cridket

tch had to be left incomplete to make
way for a scheduled socdcer game betwéen Edmonton and Stony

Plain teams.18 Thus a my ude of agreements was required

. | q:

even to enable-organized sports events to take place.

The more open the participatioh, the greater the atten-

. { . . . .
tion to group organization in such recreational sports as curl-
,\\ ¥

ing, golf, lawn.tennis, shooting, bowling and cycling. Al-
though most popular in the excursion form of feéreation, the

~ last was organized in the Fdmonton Cycling Club at least in

o <

part to promote racing as w~'1l, The Canadian Wheelmen's Asso-
ciation (which originated in central Canada in 1880s, just be-
fére the discovery of a cheap way to produce bicycles) assisted
the local club to level and improve'the race track for cycling

training and intra-~club races over distances of one and two

19 '

* <

miles. "Golf was the other summer sport for individual par- -

ticipation which was as well established as cyclingl- The

"annual‘meeting" of April was already an institutiopalized
levent signifying the start of another season. Regular play

was interspersed during the summer with tournaments in men's

and women's competition Iogr well-recognized prizes. The clos-
. .“ ]-. *

ing ritual for the season involved seoilal tournaments in

September before some specta£ors and;with "the ladies" serv-

ing:Lunch in the historic "Big Houée":zo Chécking the regu-
» . , ' ‘
larly published lists' of golf winners against the town direct-

ory, one may estimate the occupations characteristic of the /

v



participants. They were mainly businessmen and professionals
' " .
and their families.

Some of the séme people took part in the tournaments
organized by tennis club committees on both the north and
saquth sides of the river. While the nortﬁ side players had
been organized already for seven years,ythe South Edmonton
Lawn Tennis Courts were just opened in July. . From that point
parallel éets of events occurred in the two locations. Play
was already quite rigidly structured: . reservations were re-
quired'to ensure time slots for court space, and one day each
yeek‘became tournament dayz21 Shooting, withip the confines

- of gun clubs, had a contrastingly sporadic course through 1898
Edmonton's rod and gun club early in the year experienced‘
difficulty bringing out enough® members to hold meetings, aff
though it pulled itself together in early June to arfange the
"usual summer Shoét" and tournament participation in Dominion
Day festivities. The organizétional dedication to regularly
\écheduled action which infused théﬂggif and tennis club was
missiné“in the rod and.gun club, although a Soutﬁ‘Edmonton gun
club with twenty charter members appeared in‘%id-sﬁmmer.zz

Prior to i$98, indoor bowling apparentiy did not exist

in Edmonton. But the spring clearing of the lot next to - the
Queen's Hotq% was followed'by the ereétion there of a pri-

»~ vately owned combination of bowiing alley,‘shooting gallery,

23

tobacco store and barber shop. Bowling would in time'prove

to be the most popular of all the sports organized in Edmon-
ton for‘participants, with more than a hint of plebeian fla-

L 4

vour: In 1898, though, it was still a noveélty.

134
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‘Sketing'may have been the moet widely practdised winter outdoor
H;ecreation; but among compititive sports for non-athletes,
curling stood alone in popuiarity. It was by 1898 thoroughly
organlzed partlcularly in Edmonton, although South Edmonton-
too eyldently supported a club. Those who belonged to the Ed-
monton Curling Club may again have heen amonglthe moderately
prosperous and possibly older sportsmen, those who were will-
ing to pay the $lO annual fee There was a Patron - Mayor
Edmlston, a Patroness - Mrs. Frank Oliver and a Phaplaln -
Rev. D. G. McQueen. President Alex Taylor received the aid
of two vice—presidents,‘a secretary~treasurer, tWO‘representa—
tive members and a five man committee of management. Play was
directed toward prizes in the forms of cups or "buttons": the
Hardisty éup, the Galt "Blue Ribbon Cup" and the Vice-Presi-
dent's button, for example. Yomen do not seem reqularly to
have‘participated, although an occaeional curl ng —watch was
reported'between married ladies and single girls. The demon-
st;ated suitability for the eport of a ne&ly built covered
ice rink presaged the.end of one long-standing obstruction
to smooth ol;nning: vagaries of the weather.24 A covered
rink served well the constant urban drive to improve orgenized
cooperativé activitx, io sport aS~in all;endeavours.

~Some bonspiels had for a number of years. already in-
jected civic representation into the local world of curling. .
Caigary and Edmontor clubs staged annual open bonspiels to
which curlers from éhe rival cenere were.invited. Edmonton

and South Edmonton curlers failed in 1898, for example, in

'thefr_quest in Calgary to capture the Calgary Brewing and
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25

Malting Company's trophy. This was an aspect of sport - com-

munity representation - made to order for spectators, for whom
team sports,'especially hockey, held greater fa501nat10n

Teams and their spectators were often 1nterdependent for the

- sheer survival of the spectacles. Perhaps the idee'of "team"
also appealed to an audience constantly used to working in

tanden in less ideally regulated circumstances. Victories

\
A

would presphmably be shared by team and fans alike, all associ-
. ated rosily with the town. Whatever the motivation,}in 1898
. . . \ !

nothing matched hockey in spectator appeal or a tewnﬂs identi-

fication with itelsporting heroes.

The names of the senior teams for Ed@onton and South

Edmonton, the "Thistles" and “"Shamrocks," aseociated them
' with the names of the r;nks‘in which they practised. Civic
aspirations were more aptly announced in the junior teams'
names,_the FAmonton 'Stars" and the $outh Fdmonton "Capltals"
The senior teams strquled for the "Potter Cup" whlle even.
the publlc schools were represented by the rival hockey teams
invthe "Edmonton District Hockey Lgague",‘etriving to win a
silver.cup. Here Was the competitive spirit exploited to the
mutual beneflt - one might even argue, the united benefit,
since each fed on the presence of the other - of both communi -~
ties. ‘ |

. Not only did the Edmonton Hockey Club have a rink
lighted in the evem#ngs, but in 1898 the Club providea play-
ing uniforms with‘distinctive green and black colours for

a A
its teams. They were seen not only in South Edmonton but

£

also in Calgary, with which centre, however, the traditional
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conflict was still limited to one or two exchanges of {games

)
/

annually. Hockey was the only team sport sufficiently popular
\ - )

in the Edmontons to stimulate the formation at the year's end

of a women's representative team, the "Lady Shamrocks", whose

seventeen original members selected an amazingly complete execu-

26

tive of seven. None of the other team sports-inspired the

.

same enthusiasﬁ as did hockey.

Nevertheless,‘the'same‘definite identification of
tegms with the community.applied to the organization of soccer
and cricket. Spontaneous soccef ("association foothall")
matches did continue to be played - west end versus east end
pick-up teams,‘for instance -~ but-newspaper'coverage was de-
voted to the fortunes Qf the Victoria Edotball Club, every
bit as structured an organization as the . Edmonton Hockey élub,
perhaps even more so. Mayor FEdmiston himself became president,
in addition to serving on the Eamonton Cricket Cluh's "man-
agement committee." The extensive governing body was not
matched,'hOWever, by the same natural civic rivalries in soc-
cer as in hockhx{ The adve;sary most often faced by the Ed-
ﬁonton_soccer ﬁe;A,yas an aggregation from Stony Plain to the
west. The problem was not Edﬁ&nton's but‘simply“the‘{ggk of
competitors, for the Edmontoh club sponsored two teams graded
“according to abil;Fy. The second of these was reduced to en-
gaging thé pubiic school team for competition; the first team
sometimes took on a so-called "old school" team. . Edmonton's
soccér enthusiasts were ready and willing ‘to represent Edmon-

ton before audiences, hut in 1898 opportunities rarely arose.

Soccer's lack illustrated well the importance of a rival to

~
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attract spectators for an eager urban representative team.'
The same situation prevented local rugby players from finding
a competitor any closer than Reqina.28
t

The EdmontonvCricket Club faced a similar predicament:
the ambitious organization at the local level apropos of
civic representatién in ‘inter-communijty play.which almost never
materialized. IQe best opposiﬂ}on to he mustered in 1898 was
from Fort Saskatchewan in competition for a cup offered the
chémpion by the relevant committee responsible for that aspect
of the "Dominion'Day Sports" extravaganza. Despite twice
wéekly practices, the cricket team might as well, in the
prsiiie vacuum, have remained as unorganized in the Edmontons
as were the familiar games of baseball and lacrosse. Many
cricket games played in 1898 were sgch casual affairs as the
August mstchApitting .wen over thirty against aen under thirty
years of age.zgi | |

Even so, the Edmontons stood on the =:reshold of sub-
stantial development in spectator sport, the purchase of vi-
'carious competitive expérience by a populace well used to
consumption of otsigs' products or services; One indicator
~was the newspaper covetage of sports events, not developed
to the extent of'a separate page for sports news, but certainly
‘at the p01nt of keen regular attentlon to those contests which
were organized. The batting and bowling-ayerages of the cri-
cket players so solemnly published at year's end must suggest
_the coming seriousness with which more and more répresentative

sport would be treated. True, few sport professionals per-

formed in the Edmontons in 1898, and they did so only fleet-

A
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ingly in the style of a wonderful display, like "world amateur
skating champion" J. K. HcCullough.. rdimontonians were sports
consumers only in the initial stages, even as Edmonton was
urban only in embryo formé but it was a year of great expecta-
tions. .
One popular form of sports participation and especially
of spectatnrship in these small towns was the sports day usu- :
ally organized on the special occasion of a statutory holiday.
Planning for Dominion Day was entrusted by Pdmonton town
Council to a plethora of committees, all responsible to a
supervisory executive committee for athletics, racing and
track events. The Dominion Day program was staged north of
the river for both South Ramonton an? “dmontor as well as for
people of the surrounding regions. No other occasion could
rival the DominioniDay weekend.for athletic' striving., On‘June
30 and July 1, teah matches in football, haseball and cricket
were staged at the same time as bicycle and %ofse races, track
and field competitions (known as "athle;ic spogls"f and a gun
club tournament. All the physical efforts were enlivened by
the music of the Edmonton brass band, the Si, Albert mission
band and a Highland piper in costume. The presence of the
musicians added spectacle to the competition, And, in fact,
: S N—

1,500 spectators were reported to have attended on June 30
(a Thursday) *and 3,000 on Friday.\ Even allowing for\occas-

_ ; .
ional repeat counts of individqalé leaving, then returning,
these figures indlicate either a marked involvement of the

towns' residents and gold-hunting transients, or a consider-

able drawing power on the farmers of the surrounding country-
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side - in either case, a significant demonstration of urban

function.30 The consumers, apparently, liked the smorgasbord
format of sports delights.

It was repeated on two other occasions. For the Queeﬁ's
birthday on May 24, a South Edmonton Sports Committee planned
the horse, foot and bicycle races for prizes at the South Fd-
monton Agricultural Society Grounds. In the fall, the Scuth
Zdmonton Agricultural Society Fxhibition provided much tﬁz
same recreation. Though they were sﬁaged on one side or other
of -the river, and involved athietic rivalries, there was no .
mistaking the single community those celebrations served. One
might even speculate about the overall camaraderie fostered
by ;he keen competitive edge, developed. initially between ad-

versaries on the field, whken it'was carried over into subse-

quent barroom fist fighting, wrestling and general rough and

tumble.3l

Substantial public organizétion‘for recreation along’
traditional lines established elsewhere belied tihe small popu-
lation of the Edmontons in 1898. Was all that collective
form necessary in so intimate a community? Yet complex organ-
izational structure held the promise ongreater variety and
professionalism in the future for the benefit of increasing
crowds of spectators. The opportunity for vicarious enjoyt
ment would depend on doing away with village intimacy. The
trend was clear, as long as the expectad boom of the Edmontons

materialized. !

: . 0
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SECTION TWO: EDMONTOM IN 1906 S

Chapter 8: The People.

Edmonton in- 1906 had changed dramatically from 4ts
humble nineteenth tentury state, and the principal dynamic was
immigretion. In Edmonton citf were counted 11,167 residents;
in Strathcona town é,92f: in all, over 14,000 citizens of
whem four-£fifths were new—cemers since 1898. The late nine-
lteenth~century%stability suggested by-the presence in 1898 of
equal numbers of males and femalee was replaced by the fron-
tier condition indicated by a ciear majority of men.over
women. Nearly 60 percent of the population was male in 17116.
Among the 2,74? familyiunits reported nmust have been plenty
of unattached men, far fewer single women. The boomiﬁé urban -
centres were set in the midst of a. prospering agricultural
" countryside where rwo or three times the farmers labhoured in
1906 as had Ln-1901;.still, the %1ty - parj}%ularly ﬂdmonton‘“
proper - outdistanced the country in rate.oﬁﬁpopulatlon
growthl.l -

ﬁot just the expansion, but the'expansicnism~bf,the
towns is strikingly illustrated by an analysis of th!;activi—

ties represented in the business directory section of Hender:

son's Directory for 1906. T'hile many entrepreneurs still

Supplled domestic goods or serv1ces, and many profe551onals

practised, the dramatic escalation since 1898 had taken placemQﬁ_

in the fields related to property development. Their propor—

tions of the town's business in 1898 had seemed insignificant,

but in 1906 real estate agencies (seventy-three), building con-

-
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tfactors (forty-three), buildihg material merchante (twenty;
three) and insurance agencies (twenty-nine) dominated advertls-
ing. Expansion of population apd accommoeation had shown a.
very specific source of profit in the Edmontons,z

Fdmonton city, excluding Strathcona; was sufficiently
impressive numerically to warrant a girecfory which listed a
specific address for each‘entry. It gives evidence of definite

i

divisioﬁ of the population into more and less well-to-do resi-
dential locations.. West of First Street,‘especiall§~the.fir3t
six streets, and parficularly south of Jasper Avenue, close to:
the North Saskatchewan River banks, was the domain of prosper-
ous businessmen, professionals and seeior civil servants. (See
map on page 277.) East pfiFirst Street and mainly north of
Jaeper Avenue were the labourers, tradesmen, marginal busindss-
men and alien ethnic newcomers./ A larger’proportion of the
'presperous lived in tﬁe east end, however, than could be found
of the lees well-off in the west end, forlmany established
vetefans continped to reside-ih\the area which had once been
'fhe village core, but which was now rarely chosen by well-healed
‘newcomers. Some Sf the older 5?31dents in the east end were’
less than pleased with the transformation they thought they
perceived taking place. Two delegations protested the grant-
ing of a liqﬁor license to the new International Hotel situated
at the corner of east end Boyle and Kiniseino Streets.

The ground of objection taken was that the hotel was

in the midst of a Galician settlement, and the bar of

the hotel would be patronized by these Galicians and

-made a resort by them. Messrs. Bishop, Blaney and

others claimed that the Galicians wege very unruly

_ when under the 1nfluence of strong d¥ink.
'
. . W
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The congrathation of the provincial government ahd Prenier
Rutherford #y the Bulletin editor for "the establishment of -
the Galatian [sic] schools in the district north of the C.N.R.;
was a positive manifestatiop of that ;ttitude.3

Despite the eﬁfry of more‘guropeah immigrants into
Edﬁonton than ever before, the nature of the city was, if any-
thing, even more predominantly Anglo-Saxon than it had been
hefore the turn of the century. Tﬁis is explained by thefrela—
tively stdéic’situation of the French speaking popylatio&,‘
whose strength of better than 500 comprised a decreasing éro-
portion of the total,<swellihg as that was with people of
Anglo-Saxon origin. Putting a generous cons;ructioh on the
matter, one might credi; to the French population five per-
cent of the whole;‘all other ethnic groups together certainly
no mbre thaﬁoten percent. Of the létter element, those with
Germanic néﬁes made up roughly half. ’fhese would presumably
have been born in German, Austro-Hungarian, American Or Canad;
.ian territories. A German‘cdmmunity was clearly visible: there
were German Lutheran and Baptist clergymen serving both?sides.
of the river, a thriving German "Pdlelweiss" Club, a German

~ Book Store and a :locally published German language newspaper

called the Alberta Herold.-

other groups had so far been institqtidnally almost aé
unnpticeable as théy were nuﬁerically - two O&r three hundred
ﬁeople pf Slavic or other east European extraction, fewer than
a hundréa each of Scandinavians, Jews, East Asians and Dutch.
But Jews and certain east Europeah groups had just éreated

religious congregations - a first toehold - while the.more all
. . = .
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embracing Catholic congregation found it necessary to arrange
sermons in seven languages.— Freﬁch, English, German, Polish,
Galician, Ruthenian and Crege. Laﬁndry and restaurant sérvices
were favourite and obvious Chinese enterprises, and .the Chin-
ese were inevitably curiosities of special interest. That
Chinese indiviauals were robbed, shot at, engaged in street
fightind, and charged with violating the Lord's Day Act for
carrying a bundle of laundry along aldowntoWn street.were
$tories feported with reli#h. Fascination about what might
be going on in the back rooms of Chinese restaurants %ég as
keen in 1906 as it was in the eé;ly 1890s. According to one

-

report, a police raid on four Chinese restaurants uncovered-

a "regular hop-joint in full swing" in one of them, and plen-

teous supplies of beer, whiskéy, "the solace of the poppie of

-

India" and women.®
The Ukrainian pepiles - mainly from the Austro—Hungar-
ian province of Galicia - who had been streaming into Alberta

for»almost'a deéade had for the most part bypassed Edmonton

Y

itggif in févour o{ nearby farm’land;Jbut certain urban insti-
tutions were beginning to appear. Neithef Russian nor Ukrain-
ian Orthodox'chufch organization had yetibeen established, °
but the Roman Cétholic church had given attention particularly
to those ‘of Greek Cathoiicibackgrouna. Rasilian missionaries
since late 1902 attracted Ukrainiaﬁé to St. Joachim's and Steé
Anne's_parishes with Ukéginian'language masses and music, and
they stimulated the construction of the.separate St. Josephat's
church in 1904. They.were accompanied by four teaching Siéters

Servants of Mary Immaculate who, while they themselves learned
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English in 1902-3, taught Edmonton Ukraiﬁian-youth the formal
language, church music, folk songs, religion and handicrafts;
Absent at the Beaver Lake settleménts near Mundare after 1903,
on tﬁeir return’to”St..JOSephat's'church in 1905 they initi-
ated daily compfehensive-instruction for Ukrainian language
-pupils. Simultaneously, fledgling cultural institutions ap-
pearea. In individual homes were established two or khree
"Chytalnia" (cultural) -societies, in which Paul Rudyk seems

to have been instrumental. Rudyk was.the merchant and real
estate dealer responsible\fof the construction of thgg,eést
end International Hotel, the licensing of whiéh surrounding
'residents had unsuccessfully resisted. Ruayk's'home Qas also,
hOWever, apparentl; the site of the origin.of a Ukrainian La-
bour Ffaterﬁlty'("Rivnist") which wbuld, among other things,
have the effect of fostering socialist‘ideals.sk L |

In August, 1906 +ten Jewish Fdmontonians gathered to

founa theﬁ%dmontop Hebrew Association. Iluch of the>dri$e was 
supplied by three kéy Jewish individuals: Ab{aham Cristall,
William Diamond and Hyman Goldstick. Cristall, elected presi-
dent, was a veteran of a childhood of p;verty‘in Bessarabia

on the banks of the Dniester before developing a prospering
business éareefﬁin Edmonton from an 1893 cartage business
through a éénerél stofe and finally the ncristall Palace" cloth-
ing store and considerahle real estate holdings. His isola-
tion from a sﬁbstantial Jewish community had dri;en hin ana
his family temporarily to San Francisco,. from where they nad

just returned. Diamond, the vice-president, was another cloth-

ing merbhant,-ankaggressive newcomer from Calgary. Goldstick,
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a native of Courland (later Latvia), had‘come to Edmonton, by
way of Germany, Fngland, New York, New Jersey’and‘Toronto,
specifieally to ﬁake on the formal teaching and religious lea-
ﬁership duties for the Association and the Fdmonton Hebrew |
Congregation of}BethAIsrael it fostered. To Goldsticn feil
the task of uyniting the peoples of sundry geographic and feli—
‘gious traditiens for the common cause.-6 '

@C

The alien presence, though Stlll rather small, would

-

.have been quite noticeable for its strangeness. Something
different was happening to the French speaking community.
Despite - or in response to - its proportional decline, it was
in its most determined organizational peried. Its leadership
maintained close social contact by frequent private "soireee,"
usually card pafties followed py musical presentations and

refreshments. The ‘entire French languaqe’community celebrated

~

important anniversaries together, most . notablj Saint Jean
Baptlste Day, when the range of fellowship was extended to en-
compass French speaking Cathollqs in several nearby v1llages.
The Saint Jean Baptiste éociety was never stronger in Edmon-
ton. A new communications medium for the separate French
cemmunity appeared in.September, 1965 to continue publication

until early 1916.  Le Courrier de L'Ouest ‘was ﬁounded by gen-

eral merchant Prosper Edmond Lessard and Dr. Phillippe Roy,
the former soon to become a provincial cabinet mlnlster, the
latter a Senator from the date of the Alberta provanq1al in-
auguration in September 1905 and "perhaps the dominant ﬁoliti—
cal personality" of French Edmonton. A medical graduate from.

Laval University in Quebec, as soon as he arrived in Edmonton
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Roy saw his folevés the protectof of local French rights
through the aéenéy of the Liberal party.

The effort at cultural survival in such a diminishing
proporfionalﬁpbsitionAseemed to reqhire a stfong drive‘for»
good reiations with non-French speéking Edmonton. The good
. will of the majority wés essential; so too was cooperation to

ensure the successful development as a whole of the society in
'whiqh they fofmed a distinctive part. There was some social
exchange between French and Fnglish language elites, enough’
to result in a number of marriage ties.despité apparent warn-
ings of catholic Flérgymen who worried that the "rench language
would in this way court the danger of local‘disappearance. o
Heien Young, daugﬁter of the we}iZigg;nsenior Hudson's Bay
Company‘official, Harrisbn Young, mérried Dr.»PHill;ppé Roy.,y{
Bedtrice and MargaretABeck‘wére daughters‘of crown broéécutor
Nigholas D. Reck, soon to be appointed Supreme Court Judge;
Beétriée became theAwife"of T. Miltén Martin, whose real es-
taté,dﬁéib;hgg.businéss involvements left him time to act as

N
Belgian consul. Margaret married barrister John C. Landry.

The secretary-treasurér of Le Courier de L'Ouest, Adeodat

Boileau, mafried'Ethel_Finn. Some.of these alliandes linked
Frénch—Speaking Fdmonton families to important Edmonton fami-
lies of the past and future; Roy's daughter, for example,

. could trace family connections through the Y&ung family and
thevmissiOnary McDohgalls to Lord Strathcona and the Loug-.

. " heeds; her mafriage would evéntually bring her into the Southam

family.8

As some of their priests evidently feared, such close
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relationships between important French and Fnglish language

. families,tended to favour the language of the dominant popula-
tlon, while the brave efforts to malntaln certaln separate in-
stitutions would gradually lose their smgnlllcance in the face
of mounting non-French immigration. But in 1906 they were
quite’noticeable, responding with energy to-the challenge
posed by the issue of Prench language rlghts in the proposed
new province of Alberta two years earller.1 Before the federal
government decided to continue the pradtice of a 1901 ordinance
by which separate schools were allowed to teach only a prim-
ary grade in‘French, FEdmonton's Saint Jeaanaptiste Society had
petitioned Laurier for‘fall constitutional recognition in Al-.
berta of French as an official language and_languade of school
instruction.9 The memory of that stand seems to hage sustained
a v1gorous comnunlty for ‘some years to follow.

The tradltlonal re51dent1al focus of French deontonwx
ians in the far west vicinityéof St. Joachinm's parish con-
tinued, but many‘were scattered throughout the city. Quite a
number were.successful professionals or businessmen, of
course, who took their places among . the substantlal dwellings .

%\\

speaking set. In contrast, few among the ethnically alien '

of the nearer west end dominated by the prosperous English

newcomers fouhd their homes in that relatively‘exclusive
\\_HEigﬁbourhood in>l906;-most of them were labourers or trades-
‘men. % Had there been lawyers among them, they would in any
- case have had to coppetehwith an apparent surfeit of those

professionals from Ontario, at such a level that many incom-

ing lawyers simply passed on through rather than attempt to

© -
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compete.ll More than forty resided in "dmonton alone; over
three quérters of those for whom aédresses were given lived in
the west end. A nearly similar distribution was true for medi-
cal doctoré' fesidences. Very few of either professibn lived
or centred their practices in Strathcona. Especially for pro;
fessionals, finan%}ers and senior civil servants, bu; largely
for businessmen as well, the ﬁpper clas; residential focus was

north of the river, west of First Street and south of Jasper
. T -

BYical sources conggining names of individuals
LA

be examples of local success in 1906 or soon
;yibe'us'a!buk 175 family units to consider. Of

: .o~ ‘L ’ .
these, 108-could be connected with specific addresses in Hen-

derson's Directory: those who lived at indeterminable loca-

~

D

tions in‘StrathCOna must unfortunately be left out of the dis-~
cussion. Of the 108 north siders, however, about 60 percent
lived in the wes£ end. The minority, usualiy newer and single,
whd boarded, roomed or lived at their places of business helped
to swell thé eaét end proéortion. The hotels were mainly in
the east end. So also were the:majority of new, struggling
businessmen, as opposed to the”pgqfessionéls or pfosperous
businegsmen who wére clustered in the west. In this broad
category of Edmonton's public{ prdfessionél and commercial
leadership, it is clear, many in the east end were probably
ftheré by necessity rather than by choice. ‘To put it another
way,‘adding to the over-all proportion of those who were ﬁ/\
L

the west end those who would reasonably aspire to get th

-
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one would arrive at a proportion much greater than sixty per-
cent, It is reasonable to assume that as they became estab-
lished, many situated in femporary circumstances in the east
would move iﬁto the west end or other upper income residential
areas as they developed.13

Although some of the individuals included in the bio-
graphical sources had no£ by 1906 achieved irreversible pros-
perity or social stature, the gredt majority were representa-
tive of Edmonton's occupational leaders. General inférmation
emerging_aboqt them might well appiy to 'a mch wider group,
although one still small enough to constitute Edmonton's suc-
cessful commerciai and professional upper class. The 175
family heads described would amount to about six percent of
the total iﬁ=Edmonton and Strathcona together, but miéht be
representative of five, één or fifteen percent more.14

The average age of these leaders (including those who
had come before or during 1898 and were still in Edmonton) wa;
forty in.1906l »AmonQ the veterans who were already in Edmonton
'by 1898 the average age was forty-six; for those who came later
it was thirty-~five. Také; together, thoﬁgh, they were about
the same age as the comparable group in 1898, in’the vigorous
prime of their careers. . Fewer than ore-tenth were over fifty-
five; more than half thirty-six to fifty-five; well over one-
third twenty to thirty-five. The average date of their arri-
vals in Edmonton or Strathcona was 1897, when their mean age
was thirty-one, little older than their counterparts had been

in 1898. The majority of the 1906 group had come after 1898;

these were about thirty-three on arrival and resident in Fdmon-

- 1
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ton only two an% onewhalf years by 1906. The overall aver-
age was created,\that is to say, b& a_balance of veterans with
newcomers, which'bhould alert us to the possihility of a some-
what unstable‘leaéFrship or, if not that, a miraculous unanimity
of ambitions or a ﬂgmporary retention of established leadership.
It is worth keeping\in mind,'too, that three-quarters of Ed-
monton's population %including Strathcona's) was new since
1898. Tﬁis overwhelAing gquantitative overweight to the Encom—
ing flood is not reflécted in the biographical sample. Thus
the short Edmonton experience of the newcomers attains special
significance when spread over so large a proportion of all 1906
businessmen, professionals and public servants.

Hr The ﬁeWcomégs,were even more predominantly from other

A

pJEts of Canada, especially Ontario, than were their predeces-

o>

sors. More than three~quarters were Canadian bofn, moregdthan.
one-half Ontario~b§rn. Mosa of the remaindér were born iﬁ
Great Britain (none in Ireland). Fewer of the newcomers'
-mothers and fathers were fborn in Great Britain, more in Canada.
Their central and maritime LCanadianism" therefore had deeper
.roots. Still, about half the parents for whom the information
is available had been born in Grgat Britain, half in Canada,

a greater proportion of mothers th;n fathers Canadian born.ls
The fathers' occupations were much the same as fot fhe fathers
of ‘'those who arrived by 1898: nearly one-half of those re-
ported were farmers, one-fifth businessmen of varying scale,
"and one-tenth each were professionals, tradesmen or government

eMp}@@ﬁgr. A slight increase in the means of the 1906 fathers

over the 1898 samplé was barely perceptible. Independent



livelihoods and the absence af the urban poor.and labouring
classes still characterized the ﬁsfhers of the incoming busi-
ness and professxonal leaders of Edmonton. 17

The newcomers brought a different balanQe‘of religious
affiliations. Whereas in 1898 Presbyterians were unchallenqed
in their primacy, with"only Catholics and Anglicans signifi-

-/ cantly represented in diminishing order of importance, in 1906
the Presbyterian dominance and the Catholig‘presence were
eroded by incaiased numbers of Anglicans and !lethodists. Pres-
byterians were still the largest group, at over two-fifths of
the total, but one-quarter of the sample were Anglicans and

- one-sixth were Methodists. Catholics fell from one-quagter of
the 1898 éroup to one-tenth of the 1906 group as a result of
very few additions in the interim. Protestants were even more
firmly in charge in Edmonton in 1906, and the balance among RIS
Presbyterlans, Anglicans and Methodists hagd: becone somewhat
closer than previously, although Presbyterlans were still by
far the most notlceable 18 Again, since old-timers were dis-%
prOportlonately represented in this 1906 sample, the chanqes

;after 1898 whould probably be emphasized more than the mere

L

statistics 1nd1cate.-

More of the newcomers grew up in Ontario specifica%}yi:r:D
and in Canada aenerally than of old~timers. The effect waé// '
simply to strenérheh the pattern alregdy established. Nearly
four-fifths of the sample were now Eanadian raised, over one-
half in Ontario. Rritish childhood$ were proportionately fewer
- a mere one-sixth - tolﬁ;{e up for the Canadian increase. The

v
educational level was gradually rising, over half in 1906

’I

.
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_olthqn.}ﬁ one of these places or in Tdmonton ldter (very fevw), »

\Aenterprlse to enterprlse for- short terms.20
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haying gone beyond high schapl. Universities, particularly
professional schools’, wergbsending a greater proportion of

qraduates, while fewer with trade ‘'school, apprenticeship or

hu51ness collegé’tralnlng entered Cdmonton's prosperous class.
' "n
The majorlty still grew up in rural or v1llage settings, but

" the proportion from town or city boyhoods was fbcrea51ng.
- “ : ., . %
‘mhe adult careers of most hefore coming 4£0 EZdmonton
. “

. ) . i | * A
or Strathcona fﬁvolved, as in the Edmonton of 1898, time in “
Ontario or the Canadian west or hoth. DMany other 1ocations )
were vfaited but_these amounted altogether to about the same

statlstxq@l significance as each of the former two areas alone. ' .

'

.
most took, w1ves who were generally Panadlan in origin, almost

e

half from Ontario.‘ A few were Briti h born, a few WEstern
. " e

Canadlan re51dents. “hey dere in background very 51m11a£ to

,ﬁ
their ppouses. Relatlvely_young, but no% straight ﬁrdm the1r
i JRR
education or training, half of the future FAmontonians left

Uﬁ, d ' »
“their orlqlnal occuoatlons to come to TdAmonton or Strathcona.
[ :
Nearly oﬁe third came gom two separate prlor‘ilve11hoods. -
Ve PRGN

Onry a few came directly to their first posztrons in ”dmonton,

or;on-the other hand, after a restless search through three

1o R

or four preliminary experiendes.' Most” had demonstrated or

o ~-

were demonstratlng the1r W1111ngngt§fto move for better opporﬁ

"tunity,,but had not shown exce551ve readlness to 1eap from.

Wwhen they came to'ﬁﬁmonton or»Strathcona they were,

i

perhaps even more SO than thelr peers who camé before the

¢

J

agricultural boom, outsiders, perce1v1ng vacuums they mlght

.
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successfully fill. This was not to be, for the time being, 3
city built from the surrounding goptlation; rather, the pros-
perity of its leading citizens would defend on fillingcshe
countryside withdnew settlers. In E | nton and Strathoona

the service occupations were charactdristic of leading citi-
zens in the blographlcal sample to an even greater extent than
nn*1898 o Four flfths of those recorded were engaged in pro-=

fes%?ons.izsgl *trade (14%2g real estate and financial services

” ’?14\)’*ahd other servxces 1% - half in the newly arrived
A ,

&d'ﬁenomenong government) Government positions (11¢), in fact,
£
,‘“outnumbered buSLnessmen in agrlculture - related manufacturlng

R 2,
q “oz sa;fs enterprises (9%) or constructlon related endeavours
» !

(8%) . All othegzgpcupatlon cateqorles were virtually unrepre-

[y ) ' ,' 4

gented.ZI-. Q

During the Christmas season of 1905 there appeared

for the first time in Edmonton The Saturday DEWS, a weekly

newspaper edlted‘and managed by a former editor of the Wood

. stoek (Ontario) Sent1nel-Rev1ew, K Balmer Watt.- The new Ed-

monton‘newspaper'fegtured a substantial women's section gggﬁ
Mirror, written by the edltor s wife who signed her column
"Peggy". The subsectlon entltled "qome and Soc1ety" was de-iﬂ
voted to detalls of-éﬁé entertalnments indulged: in principally
byj;hoee women who assoc1ated with one another in the gulse
Tof Bdgfnton s embryo elite. These soc1al.contacts may reveal
= 1mperfectly'§erhap§, but s dne %kind ofvevidence-- the
degree to whlch tHere was sbme distinction between deonton s

merely well-to-do and a smaller social elite. In these col-

umns mﬁy be found both' the 1dent1t1es of the me@bers and some-

l"

TP B A : . y Ce AT
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thing of their extra-occupational diversions and preoccupa-

22

tions. . ' :
Certain prescribed types of entergainment filled their

<

social calendars. In the afternoons ladies would announce

their 1ntent1eus of belng "at home" to receive inwited guests
/A

in thelr drawino rooms and to take tea and qqg; n elaborately
N .

decorated tea ...oms. The easily caricaturedqgapi®dure was

¥
-

always the same, involving a number of assistante'besides the
hostess. On one occasion, for example, "Mrs. Dr. Ferrls Qretty

home on Fifth St. was the Mecca towards which many wende i

way to have a pleasant chat over the 'teacups' and a gracxo

greeting from the hostess af the afternooh.“

In the tea-room Mrs. Saunders, Jfs. Braithwadte,. Mrs.
Mays, !Mrs. Pardee and Mrs. AcPherson t k turns in
-4? relieving each other pouring tea and cotfee. 1{5.
* Turnbull presided at a\ side table where the ices'were
served. . ‘9‘_',

L L] -’; L) . . . . . . - . . . s & . . “n .

Miss Ferris, Miss Taylor, “Miss Lynch and iMiss™
"11115 were four pretty and attentive assistants.
During the afternoon Clark's Orchestra -played
. a varied programme of selections, adding very much to
what proved a veryj‘ lly and enjoyable "At Home. n23

Postal incompetence cane {y‘for severe cr1t1c1sn when it once

. i

seemed responsible for the dlsaqtrods‘failgre of ten 1nv1tat10ns
to reach ‘their destinétions.24§5“Recherche" luncheons might

: oo " .
" occasionally vary the fare for ladies, but tea was usually the

”° .
focus for day-time receptions. The "vounger set" were some-
. 7]

times treated to speeial tea arrangements as well.

~ ) :
T The first opportunities were provided in 1906 for

1a:9er'symbolic public displays of this kind of social activity

as a result of the elevation of Edmonton to the status of

~

;;capital city. Occasional formal official receptions were

Id
¥ -
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i
" henceforth offeted at Government House, and the first of these
on the afternoaon of February 15 was alleged to have ."caused
qu1te a flutter in social circles," whose "fair women and dig-
nified cavaliers turned out en masse td ‘grace the occasion."
Fxcept that gentlemen joined the ladies for this grand version,
it fesémbled the smaller "At Homes" to a rémarkable degree.
LieUtenant—Governor and Mrs. Bulyea "received their callers

at the entrance to the drawing-room, Mrs. Bulyea looking ex-
ceedingly. well in a handeome cOstume of wgite;embroidered cash-
' mere,“'whlle "in the tearoom several young gentlen&n loo]ed

n25 Tﬁe 3o¢1a1 behavlour of

v $ ..

a‘tex.t“p comfort of the guests.
the official leading couple in the capitw 1p1ty thus sanctiqnqgv

$ et
and set the standard for entertainments o ‘ﬁhbse with pretenkn:‘

wh,’ ~'41 5 [N

sions to similar if not ecual stafus. » "“"‘

Another reception was held at Governmentlliir

Decemher evening, the difference being that guests enjoyed the
. . .

"freedom of the house" and the.avJ.Iability of such-diversions
as the Billiard Room. Once again t4ff® can be seen as a highly
polished version of more widespread evening private parties

where the card game known as "500" was in 1906 "qﬁite the rage
« oF A
in Rdmonton, all other games of cards giving way before it."

One suéh_even;ng in March at the home of Mr. and !rs. Donald‘
. , 9

MacDonald "was a most delightful one, everyone enjoyed th%
keenly contested games, which resulted in several of tbe’ |

guests winning very handsome prizes. A dainty éupper concluded
. . . ) \ . .
" 26 : ¢

e

what broved a very enquablé’evening

In larger numbers, all jOlned together to attend dances
L
‘given, sometimes by the Mounted Police officers and men at
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Fort SasKatchewan where "the mess-room was decorated in true

.

military séyle, swords and guns playing a large part in the

general scheme," sometimes by the "Bachelors of Tdmonton" or

~

the "Bachelor Maids,"-sometimes by private groups of individu-

als:’

. SN .

Never in its long and eventful history did
nobertson's Hall present a gay¥r picture than on Tugs- -
day -evening [February 27] when five {sic) o?PEdmonJ

ton's most popular "boys," Messers Mowat, Biggar,
H. W. Supple, Harry Cooper, Richard Hardisty and J. K.

. Kennedy not te forget an equally good fellow, Mr. J. K.
Cornwall were "At Home" at a jolly dance to their num-
erous fr%ﬁ?g . .promptly at half-past eight as Mr.

. and Mrs "®ichavdson stuck up the first note of one of
the popular dances, the old hall presented such a charm-
ing womanhood, lovely gowns and gay young cavaliers as
did one goed to see. Eweryone came expecting a jolly
evening and it is safe to say not one left disappointed.

W. A. Grjesbach, a favourite of "The Mirror's" editor in the
)]

sdéial news, and the Mayoralty candidate who at yegr's end re-

ceived the backing of The Saturday Neﬁs,»chagacterized the
inaugural Lieutenanf—Governdr's "Grand 3all in thg Thistle
Rink, at which all the men wore tails and the women wore im-
ported costumes" as an éttempt,at "the Qery %?&gst thing in
entertainments of that sort."” ‘ - ;

There were programmés with rendezvous stations; both
men'and women wore gloves and there was a state set

of Lancers. In fact, nothing was left undone that
‘ anyone had ever heard of as being done in the more
! fashionable centres of the east....We felt that we

had definitely been launched as a social centre,27

s

Thé specific identity of’the hosts was unimpoﬂiant; if déﬁces

W g:§e§§;ted in The Mirror they tended to include much the

v—sé.%fjgégtg each time. They had the advantage over privaée

é;rd p§§§;Es 6§\é£éréisé.and thé opéortunity to bring the en-
AR _

oo f! . - ) . .
.tire elite.egmmmnlty together in one of the halls or the ele-
. ~a S :
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gant Prince Arthur Cafea _ )

.

The last establisfment, immodestly boasting a "high

class character" unmatched in Canada west of Toronto, was often

“also the scene of luncheons or dinners for groups ®f influ-

eﬁtial men of the city, particularly when an important Edmon-
toniaﬁ‘or.visitor was to be honoﬁred. Then the geﬁeral manager
of the éanadian Ban% of Commerce arrived, for instance, he was
tendered a "most elaSorate luncheon"” in the banquet hall of

the Prince Arthur Cafe before meeting at a private dinner
Premier Rutherford, Mayor May, Mr. Justice Scott and'Several
prominent professional businessmen of:Edmonton. The Prince
Arthur did have a "Rosé;Pink Rooh or Ladies' Paflqur)" and-
ladies' luncheons did occasionally take piace at "Cronn's"

(R. B. Cronn was proprietor of the Alberta Cafe28), butefor

the most part, during‘theddaQtime, the elite luncheons of. Edmon-
ton's ladies anﬁlgentle en were segregated,'ladies'iat home,
gentleme?l's do.\jm-town. ‘&

4

FinaliY; the social veneer could befaeteCted as well

in some reports of athletic events. Pétuilapiy little or

nothing was made of horsemanship among Edmonton's gelite,s in
29

striking contrast to,the sifuation in Calgary. Nevertheless,
: R . »

the social elite assembled together for other activities: in

-

private skating parties and within the organiiation of gricket,

golf and the Anglican St. Paul's clubs for athletic and quieter

‘recreations. Cricket, wrote the Saturday News editor, would

of all spo&ts impart to Idmonton the greatest benefit.

. By it we can attract men from all parts of
thé‘Emplre and strengthen the Imperlal bond, as we
can in hardly any other way. Why is it that Australia

160
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up till recent years has been closer to the heart of
the Britisher than our own ‘'country? Principally be-
cause of the cricket matches between British and Aus-
tralian teams. Much as we admire our friends across
the line, and heartily as we desire to welcome them
as citizens, we do not want the Cagadian west to be-
come Americanized. We want it to ggvelop along Bri-
tish lines in sport as in other things.

Whatever else it might mean, "British 1inesﬂ‘f6rvndmontonians

involved a genteel approach to cricket. At EZdmonton cricket
: ) ' ' T
games tea would be served bhetween innings under the presiding

guidance of one of the same ladies who\practised the tecﬁnique
f

"at home."30 Many of those ladies were active golfers, the

f) .
club organization of that sport suiting particularly well

the social needs of Edmonton's elite.
. ‘
"At home" tea receptions, luncheons, card parties,

. L . .
dances, cricket - all gave prahinent place to one particular
. L4 R .

161
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characteristig:’’ display, or facadé. The Mirror's editor might
2 ay 1

. Yo .
bravely declare her pleasifre with‘the relative absence of fa-

cade in ordinary business dealings in FEdmonton. No Edmonton
woman taking in boarders, she céntended, would use the "east-
ern" excuse of doing it for the need of company. "Your future
house mistress‘doeén't evade the point that she is in it for
tﬁé~money," nor would, an Edmonton wash woman submit to "the
unsatisfaEtory home request of giving for the family wash
whatever I see fit. It's business and straight talk in Edmon-
toxi."31 But on the other hand,'shéfwasAimmedigtely sensitive
to any criticism of the social devices offpolife conYersation
or entertainment rituals common in her own social circle.

When she‘%garned that‘one "authoress" was basing a\lectufe

tour on decrying "blimming," or "talkihg pleasantly and saying

b—
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g
nothing,” Mrs. Watt reacted with the defensive observation that

"to be popular, and who doesn't covet that epithet, means ...

"32 oHat last objective

\

might be sought by ‘a whole social set as well as by an indi-

'blimming' and keeping the world off.

vidual mehber of it.

‘Again, when an Ontagio editor criticized Toronto news-
papers for publishing too much frivolo&s "society news" with
the~eff%£t'of glossing over the sordid realities which might
underlie the facade,.the Mirror editor castigatedlthe "stupiad

"33

man" for wantlng "to know what's better left untold. How

-r’

much better to strive in entertainment for ethereal helghts
'approaching the perfgct realm of fa;tasy‘ Shogld the’display.
at the functions thémselves fall at all short of the mark,
.they were.embellisheﬁ to the necessary degree in the néwspaper
'reéorts. Both sufroundings and ladies' attire received the
>fhliftreatnent. "The tea tabie was the éaintieSt imaginable;"
the decorations "formed the prettlest effects poss ble, and

h

the "daintily pretty little hostess"” hjzfelf "looLed a picture

in all descriptions. Never did any of hese—effects fail to

attain the ultimate superlative in the columns of The Saturday

News. At the first Government House reception, )

ey
v

o The tea-table was a piece de resistance, in
the centre being a large cut-glass bowl of calla
lillies, resting on a centre-piece of filmy Teneriffe

- ‘1ace - Running diagonally across the table were wide

ribbon streamers of pale green satin caught at the

corners in huge bows, the soft light shed from the
dome electrolier in art tones of pale yellow blending
with the tints of the red and yellow wall decorations,
completing a very attractive picture....Among the.

callers...I noticed Mrs. Cross looking stunning in a

dainty gown of cream voile, with the jauntiest of

little French hats white, with trlmmlngs of pale blue
and a huge knot of exquisite violets.
ey
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Reports of dances included ecstatic.descriptiods of .
one costume after another. These were intelliéent people, one
should never forget, and the spectacle was carried on in full
knowledge'of~its artificiality. It could even be the object
of an appreciative chuckle. One gentieman was allowed to ,iv ¥
present his maie parody of the social descriptions to 2&9 |
‘Mirror's readers; it depracted not & whit from the subsequent
continuation of the same kinds of affairs and reports sf them.
Mr. Harrison, although late, was as per usual
very popular.- He was particularly talkative and at

.making eyes was a decided success. His clothes were’
very neat and his pretty collar buttons were much ad-

mired. He was dressed in black and had boots on. Mr.
llector L. Landry looked awfully sweet, and we under-
stand ‘had a "bird of a time." His pretty diamond was

much admired. Wore shoes.  Mr. Billie Lines looked
quite sweet in black, decoratgd with an awfully cute
tie. 1!is pretty compliments were much appreciated.

Mr. A. Morton Brown was particularly noticed by his ab-
sence. ~ - '

35

- Q

And so on.

e

- This amused glance at their social diversions should
not detract us from a serious look at the éeople who carried
them on and thought of themselves as'forming the leadership

.of the city. The care taken to elevate their style of enter-
““fainment above the norm ought to alert us to tﬁ%ir sense of

1

their own special importance. At the most, 180 of those family

3

units mentioned-in The Mirror's columns could be identified

N

with reasonable‘assurance'by refefence to Henderson's Direc-
tory as Ed@énton or Strathcona residents or husinessmen. Only
six of these were Strathconans, for which the explaﬁation can
only be conjecture. Perhaps there was a parallel, well-defined,

separate Strathcona elite on a smaller scale, or perhaps the

L
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same sort of sopiél,cqhesion did not exist in the same way
south of the river. Three of the six Stfathconans, and per-
haps 25 of the 180 total, made the list solely by»virtue of
invitation to the Lieﬁtenant-Governor's reception without hav-
ing been mentioﬁed in connection with the private affairs.

The total of 180 is a generous estimati;%, therefore, of Ed-
monton's social elite as defined by its entertalnment circle.
Because the identifications by name sometimes 1nvolved
choosing among several alternatives compllcated by spelling
abkrev1atlons or lack of given 1n1t1als, statistical observa-
tions about them must remain a little imprecise. This does
not prevent recognition of clear patterns. Occupationally,
professionals were markedlyvpredomlnant The group 1ncluded
not only the majority of the lavyers and doctors available,
but also many accountants, ‘several surveyors and engineers,”"
and the ocqasionalvarchitecﬁ, dentist and teacﬁér. ‘Only'dne;
clérgyman, Anglican Rev. Henr& Allan Gray, was evér men%tioned.
. Bank and other finance exec&tives stood out in the ranks.
Businessmen were not so strongly represented, although};hose
associated;!%th property develbpment - contractors, hardware
‘merchants, real estate and insurance entrepreneurs~~ were.
There'were several géneral merchants, but only a scattered
sample of most other sorts of businessmen. 'Séme senior offi-
vcials in the new provincial civil service joined.a nunb®r of
federal public ghrvants. Virtually no skilled artisans were

on the list, certainly no labourers.

A number of individuals were young men just making a

. wnning. Hany of them were clerks in the banks, other

e,
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finance-re ip#sses, or provincial government departnients.

Besides the p Qfessions, therefore, perhaps the next most eli-

gible career was in the financial field - the object to become
a bank executive or accountant. It was thus no accident that

lawyer W. AT Griesbach experimented first as a bhank clerk before

~choosing law. Indeed, a military-style paternalism evidently

protected the dignity of such a calling. Young clerks, we are
told, were not allowed to marry until they were able to preve
a certain level of personal financial solvency; exactly the
same kind of responsibility demanded by British armed forces
units and the Royal North West Mounted Police.36 To be an
officer 'in a bank was only less gentlemahly a calling than to
be a military officer.

This was obviously a very "urbanf- , its connect-
g&ns with the surrounding rural staqi' occupations apparently
remote: The professional, the financial and perhaps the prop-
erty development services preoecupied most. There is a cer- ..
tain 1rony tO»thlS observatlon when coupled with the tantaliz-

<l
1ng 1nd1cat10n$ that the largest single proportion of them

»
3 N

grew up on Ontarlo farms. The necessary information to make

this absolutely certain is not easily available for all of

‘them, but for about one-quarter of the total we do have the

3

avidence in the biographical sources of the time. " Nearly

half of those for whom the record is available claimed farmers

L]
for fathers, although several went so far as to describe them

.asvprdspefoué farmers. The next largest group of fathers

(but an almost insignificantly small one)-wereAclergymen,

mginly Anglican. Only two of this sample could boast notably

1

»

Kl
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prominent fathers. Dominion land agent Alexander Norquay's '

father had been Premier of Manitqba from 1878 to 1887; Bank
of 'lontreal manager Edwin Charles .Pardee's father had been an

38 only two Pathers in the

early 6ntario cabinet miniéter.
restricted sample were military officers: lawyerlw. A. Gries-
bach's father had been local diQisional N.W.M,P. commanding
officer; Anglican clergyman Henry Allan Gray's father was a.
British naval officer. This urban social &lite of Edmonton
may have been comprised for the most part of sons ?f farmers,
clerggmen and assortgd humble businessmen of small-town On-
tario, although such conjecture ;s easil; Aeflated by refer-
ence to both the majqrity of féthers and all the mothers on
whom ng information is readily ~ ailahle..

They seen to have been sfaunchly Canadian. Two-thirds
of the small portion of the Mirror sample ‘for which biographi-
cal data can be analyzed were born in Ontario,. another one-
quarter ih other parts of Canada, and only the remaining 6ne~

39

e
tenth in Great Britain. The Ontario and Canadian preponddr-

ance gives special impetus to the aroused criticisms of cer-
tain immigrant Englishmen voiced in The Mirror. "No one has
a greater admiration for our‘cousins over the water than I,"
began Mrs. Watt, "but you do resent the ill-breeding that
seems to take particular delight in forever quoting theqway
one doesvsuch and such-a thing in England, don't you know, té
" the disparagement of the methods employéd under similar cirs

"40

L5 .
‘cumstances in Canada. Perhaps the local irritation was

only increased by the fact that the disdainful observations

. ) ; . ' . .
were coming from natives of the very society local social

&
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. ' Ty .
leaders most desired to emulate, if not’.‘surpass.%#fﬁainly
the ethnic background of nearly all those bgrn in éanala was
:British,'though by no means overwhelmingly English. Further-
more for those on whom reports survive {(about one-fifth of
the total), pretty well one~half were Presbyterians, one-third
Anglicans, the few remaining divided among Catholics, Metho-
dists and Baptists.41 From such a small proportion of the
entire Mirrorvgroup it would he angerous to make any more
precise an observation than that Presbyterians and especially
Anglicans appear to have had a far greater share of reéresent*
ation’, than was true foi:‘the,,:general. .populace,

In comparison with%the broader group identified in the
biographies, this Mirror sample did noﬁ take puvlic charge of
civic leadership, whatever their,influence might have been
behind the‘scenes. In Strathcona, the Mirrdr "elité" had
onlythO officiél civic représentativés:' O;léndb Bush on the
Public School Board and‘as President of the local Board of
Trade; and Dr. S. Archibald as lealth officer. No Strathcona

alderman and 6nly,two of eight Edmonton aldermen (7. A. Gries~

bach and Robert Mays) were counted in The Mirror's social col-

umns. Of the twenty top salaried civic officials in Edmonton,
‘qnly two (city solicitor Nicholas D. Beck and medical health
officer E. A. Braitﬁwaite) represehtéd this particular "elite.
On the Edmonton‘Boardvof Trade (two vice-presidents and two
of seven*councillors) and the FEdmonton Indusg;ial Fxhibition
Association (four of nine Directorsfﬂ representation would
seem much better, buﬁveven that is miéleading. Those two

organizations were directed entirely by prominent Edmonton -
L)
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entrepreneurs, and the majority of leading p&sitlbhsfwefe étil{

\

filled by individuals not mentioned in The Hirrdf;'.Perhaps R

-

there is some alternative significance to the fact that they
were well-represented in the school boards Qhere other success-
ful businessmen were not.42 Perhaps they displayeC a greater
interest in educating Edmonten‘s society.to their notion of
its ideal behaviour. ' : ~7 v
If the social characteristics of the gfoup identified
in Phe Mirror were indeed different from those of £he larger
collectiog of successful men described in the biographical
"foutlines, they may have instituted a diséinctive group with
a particular approach to eocial and even political leadership.
Less business'and more professionally orienged; at least as
Canadian but perhaps with stronger attachmente to Rritish cul-
tural baggage, and even more deflnltely concentrated in the

i
west end of the city than the general gtoup of successful men,

they appéared to value genteel social cohe51on above v151ble
. b '-‘4

leadership in civic organizations. That they left a good deal ;

K

of room for many others to have a hand'én’shaping'Edmonton
. ~ ‘ ] )
still begs the question to what extent’their pretensions to-

. » ) *

form the urban leadership weﬁge;palizeg'in this period of ' T
ASCEEL A ' »
rapid populatlon growth.’ TP

Yet another analythg{ ~at£éﬁ££ ‘to 1solate an ellte
group in a comnunlty as young as the’ deontons mlght be made
by studying the membership of a gentlamen s club not in ex- '~
istence in 1898: the ©dmonton Clulg B§' 1906 some 131 1nv1—.
viduals had been granted membership,‘but of course some prob-

ably left town after jéining or li\}ed out of town; in an‘yése
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106 of the names were 1lsted "in Henderson s Fémonton and Strath-

cona Dlrectorles for 1“06. Only %\vo or three were: "ErOm Strath-{ :

I
cona? ‘the. group was almost exclu51vely c0mpr19ed of north : A
siders.. The great majority of thelr residences were 1n the.

‘west - end though not,so matked a proportlon as Gﬁr’those : Thn

.q-

: o - P (R

Mirror list. ALY the bank managers were 1nc1uded és well” as

most of the lawyers, quite a number of doctors,_several 1and

RN PR

[
survEyors, civil enqlneers anﬁ arﬁsitectsy a’ few bulldlng con-.
] ) .
tractors ang\a\number of merchants and manufacturers of bUlld‘
1ng materlals.' The Lt. Governor, the Prem1er, some cablnet

ministers and several prov1nc1a1 government emplbyees were

¢ u
>

among them. 'A wide varlety of small businessmenuwere repre-

.sented, 1nc1ud1nq séme geqeral merchangs, real. estate a
a -‘. .

ance agents. ﬂhe edltors of the Jourhal and the Satur

43 - R, ‘o - ‘_.. SN .u,;‘

also beronged.

For about two-flfths 6f them

! ’ B )

is.available. ?redlctabiy, qpe b1rth01a¢e of just.pwer half

‘of them w Ontarlo, of one-slxth was the Harltlme prOV1nces,
of one-se:zifi&ya% Quebec- and of merely one-tenth was;’ ”nglanda
°

" The remaln‘hg tenthfwere bofn in the west of Canada or in the

United Sta_tes. Almost half werl® pro‘ess:.onals (the majorlty

v

o

iawyers); just over a tenth weye contractors and bulldlng ma -

Perial producers or merchants; nearly another tenth were real .
) +

"estate promoters. A fuli fifth weré merchants'of domestic

goods and a tenth were prov1nc1a1 or federal gowernment dlgnl—

[S

N taried. Professionals - especially lawyers“- were substantlally

Qver-represented among the biographical subjects. Of the three~

« quarters of thls-partlal sample who reported their, formal reli-
. R . o < .' . oo

‘ » : ' N »

_qc-‘

-

.

Rl

¥
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gious affiliations, Angllcans were uncharacteristidally over- .

representpd w1th nearly two flfths of the reporting membei's, _
,Roman Catholxcs formed one-quarter,l Presbyterlans somewhat = |
) o . - 'Y
f(ewer@han one-quarter. -The few others were Baptists or Meth- .
. . ‘

o@rsts. Lo . ) - . : e

s OnlyW one-fifth of jthe Edmonton Club members of 1906 made

@
‘ three’ exclusive lists;. but only one-'elghth of each of the

P
blographlcal subjects or the 1m}1v1dual{ listed by the- error'

i were spo unlversally Selected What is to TJe made of thl&@;ck -

¥

of una‘nlmlty J@‘ the 1dént1f1cat1on ofUEdmonton 's socially most .

L \6’ i N
Wrt&nt citizens?

"';"ps tha ln sc? rapidly expandlng a
"‘Q\ ,JI

1 3 "
centre it was not’ yet ea’sﬁtm raba:“t og; the soc1a11y «super')r "u

-
32 *

from the ordinary. Or that ]frgegﬂ?}gn‘fs ‘had been in the

towns °fcs;‘i' so short &perlo‘d tha;,. the'y‘dld not. yet know one’
another well enougﬁ t;o have sor@ed,qw: funlversally recognlzed

) soc1al dlstlncthonsw al}thoqgh a suﬁ'?tantlal segment of the popu-

. latlon obv1ously -a

¥
< . 4 ‘.,

.‘{i_On the de31rab11ltg o’f" sx.l‘;:\h dletlnctlons .
i for‘ t-hemselves.f | .'{ﬁ sk was not made an$ eaeler by .the rela-

ti‘;!;efy h'omo"genéta
.the contendirs for{ the honours. ’ 6) o

MiG malnly non-upper‘,cla,ssﬂ_backgrqund;"c‘

. :
w A

A limited-.range of 5001al backgrounds was ev...dent among

ywho ‘were publ,lcly promlnent in 1906. William A. Gries-
W

vas Tone 3% the few born in the west (at Ft. Qu'Appélle). '

whose _English-f)'orn father (a North-West Mounted Police command-
. . fe . - . . -

- ing o'fiicer) occupied &_position'of status. Griesha:ch's edu-
catldn was, therefore completed at St. .fohn s College in - Winni-

‘peg, after whlchf he sampled both and ban}' offlces before

¥
sett)i(tng—on law. - His background also encouraged him to serve

‘»
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J}Vthe Canadlan Mounted leles in the South African War and tou

pl@@p n111tary command at the forefront of hls 1nterests. An-
¥

oéhJE lawybr, Ontarlo—borm'lllllam Short, moved to Calgary'ln

the 189Qs w1th a Unlversiﬁy of Toronto B A. to study*iaw, agﬁm
&

\

then to Edmonton in 1894 to practlse law and take a leadlng

»

9
.1nteres; in cifte affalrs. Lawyers Albert F. Ewing and John

. o

‘e

L4
«

.,cl
TR

r,*'.‘

R.'Boyle both became Edmonton representaé?Qes ift the prov1nc1al

ledislatute, the one,a Conservative and the other a leeral

5 3
but both Bringing OQ’prlo experlence .Ewing also fad a Univer=<.

"‘l ‘
51ty‘ i Toronto dEf - hoyevera whereas Boyle began hlS legal

l-

8& ducatlon and teachlng experlence.

i ﬁf But,supey"'? -Eiﬁ! background or educatlon was’ clearIyr\

ua-g.
ﬂ%qnot a ﬁrerequlslte for soc1a1 siccess in Ednopton. The retlr-

1ng and 1ncom1ng Fdﬁonton Board of Trad& pre51dents, Alexanaef
& 6.

o>

B Campbell and Arthur ng%ushlng, both?Ontar;ons‘ had dlffer- *

ent l‘g?els of educatlorr, yet aﬁf‘ived at thelr pos:.t:,ons 1n &-

' .

monton by 51m11ax routes ”ampbell establlsher himself on the s

‘basis o? his experlence in his father' 's flour glllng ﬁus:mesé’

'

cushlng, desplte h‘ {A., came to Edmonton because it seemed

€. ;
a loglcal nlace to,

'xpand hls‘brother s Calgary lumber bus&—'
ness. Edmontoh s Mayor for 1906, Charles May, anotherA”’x
having- no more than public school education,™ transformed hls
Manitoba expeérience in homesteading, carpéhtry and railway con-’
struction into a building contractor{s.business when he moved.
to Edmonton in 1902 : Strathcona Mayor-William H. Sheppard left
hls Ontarlo publlc school. educatlon to work on rallway con-

structlon projects in Ontarlo, the ‘western Amerlcan states and

B. C. before setting up contractlng ‘and hotel businesses in

k - Lo

™
.

s

i



~. . : . .. i ' . . 172 .
Alberta locations. Heémalntalned a hotel in Sqlth Pdmonton for

ten years after 1894 and invested in a'b‘Lwery in 1904 whllgln
.
part1c1pat1ng actively in Strathcona 01v1c affairs. The major-
h -~ ~ %
ity of those men were Ontarlo Presbyterlans of a mixture of

English SCOttlSh.qgngf

LN . ’.

ish hackgfoun%gvthe.notable exception

. _ N PO o
was the Angllcan, ’vfdzoach.45 : o .

#
G
.. Thus, for profe551gnals, bu51nessmen, flnanélal career- o ™

[y

1sts, property salesmen and builders there was not only econ-
omic but also social opportunlty. The question of the commu-

nlty s leadershlp had apparently been opened up’ 28 some extent

_ ‘by the rapld influx pf newcomers, For the large number,an the

frlght ethnlc and denomlnatlonal categorles (British, in ding

it

Canadlan, and Presbytég; } Angllcan, Methodlst), ;%*thls per— 5

iod of unparaﬂ&eled opporﬂhnaty to take up "&dle class occu- .
-9t Y "
pations and re51dent1alijocatr9ns, a bold,outlook to.future

economlc and soaial ‘advancdement would not have heen unreallsﬁlc

EE Y] 3
Od'the other ‘handg, there was ev1dence that those who did not49:

"
>

‘

match up occupatlonally, E;hnreally or”res1dent1ally oceupied

Quite a separate world; that'a reccgnizable chasmIWas‘develop—

ing "between two parts of the Edmonton population. ¥ ~

-

‘. ‘e s /

~
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»

The economlc development of Edmontonqppadlng up “to 1906
was velyy much a story of railways and'real estate. Real estate
specuﬂ?tlon was . the obv1ou§rmeasure of Edmonton's prosperity
for visitors, but the specinl advantage acquired by Edmonton

. . .. 3.
which was the-fOUndatlonlq.F the rising property values was
L . & . " .

the convergence on the city of railways. Transcontinental

w

railways received the earnest attention of both the Strathcona

and deontontmunlcipal councils for their 1mportance Qn %oca-
ting the épgg;flc metropolltan centre of the région, but ini-
tlally thelr very appearance in the vicinity was a functlon of
decisions made by two external rallway companles. "The f1rst
was the Canadlan Northern Railway, whose chief promoters,

< 4
William §n21e,and Donald Mann, had in Lﬁ@ﬁﬁégquired the

charter” lbcal rallway when the previous oWners,'marltxmers

!
a.lsG. Blair, Ceorge ﬁcA@ity and Wllllam Pugsley, gave up thelr

/.

drleam of a comblned rail and water transportation route ta the
/Yﬁkon. Wlth grandlose visions of their own, Mackenzle and Mann

chrlstened Ehelr new project the "Edmonton, Yukon and Pacific

»

Rallway. Its 51gn1f1cance, however, was the»local popularity
o
gained for the—promoters hy a remarkably short blt of construct-

ion within Edmonton. Whén the necessary bridge over the North

+

"*W‘skatchewan was completed in April, 1900, Mackenzie and Mann f

used their new railway charter to link the head of the Calgary

and Edmonton Railway in -Strathcona with Edmonton. They were

.

to begin the two mile project in May, 1901 and finish‘it in
October of the same year, but did_not actually get the "aban-

doned American‘equipment"_they mai?ly depended upon in place
. < =

-

12§

4

|

~
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until spring, 1902. Nevertheless, it was the start of railway
_competition in Edmonton for the long established C.P.R.l ‘

Fven then the line was not operational, for the
> :
connection of the two, railways wag/blocked by the C.P.R., a
. /

/ . y R
company, well aware of the signiffcance of'the link. Osten-’. ‘ﬂg?“

sibly the interfering issue was the gquestion of which com
~ would operate the = ine af er it was connected to the

the Calgary and Edmon on Ra;}way, the C.P.R. which managed

its operations, or Mackene}é and Mann. -The C@%&R. reﬁused to
kv ‘\
transport passengers or ﬁfelght on a railway bel onglng to
W

rivals Mackenzie and Mann, yet when the latter themselves com-
pleted the: connectloh/ the C.P.R. resisited that too, Spparently

w1th a degree ﬁ? a;tua%slllegal physical 1nterference. Sych

'deC1ded enmlty .to a. measure craved by FEdmontonians only ad ed .
¢ \ ‘
to that community‘s well—establifhed resentment toward the - \

\\\
C.P.R. A 2 ' \,

The federal government had earlier reserved for the

C:P.R, all Unq&aimed odd sections in the vast areas

first and second Northern Reserves southeast, east and

of Edmonton. FaVoq;sfhad‘been done for a company widely
. Sl W \ i
1leved not merely sympathetic but straignhtforwardly dedicat&d

to the futures of Edmonton's .rivals, Strathcona and Calgary.

, '
As ‘a result of a new leage negotlated in 1901, the C.P.R. would

manage the Celgary and Fdmonton line. for nlnety—nlne years, -

acquire all capital stock and eventually all first mortgage

bonds, and. thus have total effective control despite the con-

A

tinued\corporate existence of the C and E company. Although

C€.P.R. control pf huge blocks of land about -Edmonton did not

P

KR

'y
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~controlled by the same meM

178
mean a direct, active administration of land policy by the

C.P. ta!!'ubSLdlary firgato which most of its land subsidy’

as'% ed over, the Calga and Edmonton Land Comnany, was'

Osler, Hammond and Nanton - asso-
ciated re‘ularly with C.P.R. iand policy in the west. The
land company's objeotive was traditionally e gradual sale for
long=~term speculative profit rather th%n quick sale for imme-

diate productlve agrlcultural occupatlon. The considerable

’

western grlevance against the C.P.R., blamed for separating

settlers and making educatlonal and other serv1ce5°ba§h phys~,g

_1cally and flnanc1ally burdensome by holding good land out of ,

reach, could only be intensified for urban deontonlans depend -~

-

ing, on agricultural production to boost their own fortunes.

‘

In defying the C.P,R., then, .Mackenzie and Mgnn won thedappre-

‘side b

(EFOBEr,

: objection to the Calgary ¢nd Edmonton line

ciation of -no essmens .

"When, 2, the short spgfn}lne was con-

nected over C.P%

at Strathcona, the atmosphere of celebrat;on on that occa51on

v

was stimulated by more than the actual event. The local suc-

v

cess of Mackenzie and Mann auqured well for Edmonton'egticipa~

\tion_of a major station(is partjgf the same entpepfenéq&s'

A : R - ’ -

\ambitions to build a new: trans—Canadil line. Beginning in

{

\1901, Mackenzie and Mann cooperated with the Hudson's Bay

: , : L .
Fompagyfghifthe town of Edmonton to acquire station rights to
ge

?qpacﬁgi

land near the downtown core. By'theﬂen&'of 1905 -
ﬁdmonﬂonlans had therefore been expectlng for foux yeafL the .

o 0

akrlval of the Canadian Norbhern Rallway from Wlnnlpeg on ltS
\ - .’A “
wax to the Pac1f1c coast.' Flnally durlng 1905 Macken21e ‘and

‘\ : ¥ '. . . _— -“ | e'.' _

/

.~
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I

Mann had ﬁ&o&en their peraistence and skill by driving the

»

prOJect over the last 5‘6 mlles 1nto Edmonton from the east,

e
giving Edmonton boosters thef! first real railway freak and .

their second eastward connection. Another short extensiopft of

the Edmonton, Yukon and Pacific Rallway linked the Canadian

Northern and the Canadlan Pacmflc systems, giyving Edmonton

o

business access not only to eastern Canada but also to communi-

ties serviced by spur lines of borh transcontinental networks
in the west. Warehousing;:wholesaling and manufacturing indus-
tries were given a logical_g central Edmonton 102:t10n, and the-
north-eastern approach of the Canadlan Northern from a Fort

S
Saskatchewan. river crossing shortly determlneﬁ a new focus for

~}

R

”

) nvv’ L4
a meat packing indUstry. EE _ - ‘ 4 . 42!

To cllnch Edmonton -,transportatlon centrality, yet : ..

another rallwa mpany pro};'A S weste ~transcontinemtal

e government in-
! . @
1903: the Grand Trunk Railway Df central Canada would build

KN

‘extension whgch was acceptedA?ffh‘

"the Grand Trunk Pac1f1c from Wlnnlpeg o the- Pac1f1c coast

by way of-northern Saskatchewan,, Al% and Brltlshﬁlum_

.bla.z The orlglnal route conEFmplgted which’ would have avoxded

construc;;onralong51g% the Canadian Northern, was through the

Athabasca and Peace river ions Purther north, but the ac-
N : R . e, .

o

tual survey soon resulted‘'in the choice of Edmonton and the

Yellowhead Pass in direct competition with the C.N.R. By 1905 °

.. the new, Grand Trunk Pacific p%gn for the farther north was to - .

e,

4 -

run a branch line later from Edmonton to Kitimatﬁthrongh Peace~

River Pass.> Greater Edmonton (that is, 1nclud1ng Str&thcona)

was assured of another major depot, though the prec1se approach
» ~ '

4
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ex®ite metropolitan ambitions on hoth sides

.While the Divals,fought for the favour of terminal location,
it.was in 1906 that the situation gradually became clear and
firm: early in February the company purchased approach property
on both sides of the North Saskatchewan River at Clover Bar

east of the city, making entry into Edmonton independent g

passage’ through Strathcona; in June more property was a

north of the Hudson's Bay reserve and just to the north of Ed-

Pl

monton ‘city limits; and in November the federal govepnment -

h :
approved the G. T P. map Qf its pr0posed route through deonton,4
Not to bhe left out entlrely .from the more northerly

4

east~west trafflc, the C.P; W~ launched its own’ parallel build-

ing 'program to constrdct a llne from Wlnnlpeg through Saskatoon

A o -

to Wetask1w1n forty miles g%%th of dmonton, where it- would con-

nect'wlth the Calga;y and Edmontg& Rallway, maklng Strathco%nh

6

the terminus. thtle nmoxre than a rumour to Strathcona ¥e51denﬁs

in January, 1906, by June the project was well underway w;th o

u,

'hundreds of men working on. secthns eastward from Wetask1w1d>'

v ..

4 .
westward'from Winnlpeg, and in both directions from Saskatoon ? S
. Tofthe Bullétin editor, it was remarkable whgt a doss
. ——— = ’ ~? W

° ’ . - " t..
of cdmpetiti&n could-do for G.P.R.venergy: that ;allway S prd‘;

T

posed constructlon program for 1906 was said to exceed actual ™~ .

I

construction for the ten pﬁ%ceding years; Not . only would the. .

.-

three rallway systems open, up new lands for. settlement and
."",q

development but thelr convergence at keyip01nts llke Edmonton'

‘ was confldently expected to replace monopoly with competltlve, L{
. L 3
&q‘es, whlle the locatlon “there of divisional headquarters was
. P Rl

R i .
’ ral

L4
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g a valuable stiffulus. to population and economic growth. Cal-
gary's frank newspaperman Bob Edwards reported near the end
of March the observable results of the-Canadian Northern's
introduction to Edmonton: freigbt rates apparently dropped
}ifteen percent when the C.P.R. officials could no longer take
"wolfish advantage of their monopoly to soak" "dmontonians.
Ruhours of interest on the part of two m??g railwqy companies
helped push up Fdmonton real cstate ﬁrices. American railway
tycoon J. J. Hill was said to be considering a north-south
line connecting his Great Northern tfanscontiqental line with
Medicine Hat, Tdmonton, the Peace River country and British
Columbia through the Pine Pass. A British Pacific Railway
Company was reported to be seeking a federal charter to build

from Victoria over to Bute Inlet on the mainland coast through

the Yellowhead Pass to Edmonton and on to Churchill at Hudson's

6

PR It did not take long for real estate to boom. 1In the
wake of the C.g.R. arrival alone the number of real estate agen-
cies on the Edmonton side increased from about forty to sixty
from November, 1905 to early February, 1906, and of course .

each agency would involve several partners and several .alesmen

-~

and other employees.: By the beginning of June, 73 ageﬁbies
were licensed, but informed rumour had it that up to 150 were
actively in the field, many of them informally. =

“That the real estate men pargicularly protest against
is that many businessmen doing business in other lines,
professional or mercantile, make a side line of the
real esta‘e business and are virtually unassailablen
as no real estate man is going to accept the odium of
bringing a reputable business man into the police
court and having him fined $50 for selling a city lot.
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Police were aware of another practice, by which unlicensed "cur-
bers" solicited.real estate business on the street, then shared
their profit with a ticensed agent in return for protection
from charges of operating without a license.7 Voluminous buy-
ing and selllﬁg stimulated rapid multiplication of prices.
The Grand Trunk Pacific was said to have run up agcinst impos-
sible prices in trying to secure right-of-wvay: #he orthern y
pouté jusgt off side the city limits was bel1~ved tc e one con-
sequence.

Real estate stories became sources of wonderment as
the peak sumﬁer season approachedi Prices apparently doubled
even in the half year preceding the end of January. New prop-
erty was fetching remarkable pfices in both the east and the :
west ends of the cityf Fast Strathcona, with a view of down-
‘toﬁn Edmonton, was the favoured south side residential area.
D. J. !McNamara, then of the Dominion Tand Titles Office, was
reported to have done exceptionally well on the north-eastern z
fringe‘of Cdmonton proper. In the Norwood district, according
to the newspaper account, McNamara in Januéry purchased 103
lots at $90 apiece, but making merely a 10 percént payment.
Two weeks later lots in that district were reputedly selling
for $200 to $280 each. A corner lot of 50 feet frontade near
the city centre at Jasper AQenue and Second Street purchased
in 1881 for $25 had escalated in "value" to $2500 in a 1900
sale; to $12,000 in 1903; to $l6,060 in August and $24,000 in
December, 1905; and to $30,000 by January, 1906.8

NDowntown prices soared all year. One Red Deer farmer pur-

chased ninety feet of frontage at First and Rice Streets at the
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end of 1905 for $13,500 and sold it to two Edmonton entrepren-
eurs in November, 1906 for $31,500. The functional change was
significant. Where once was a Chinese laundry and the old
Journal office would now be a bank building and another office
bloct. The visiting general manager of the Canadian Bank of
Commerce, Ryron Walker, observed in Sebtemper that real estate
prices wme relatively higher in deontég than in towns twice
or three times the size in eastern Canada. A sudden drop would
not only severely injure some property investors but also cur-
tail western credit, which he helieved essential for coping\

s
with all the costs of bringing western urban ci_v,ilization . ‘V\
swiftly to the same level as that of the east. Thus the price
of real estate in Ldmonton, he feared, "mortgaged the future"
for too long a time.9 ‘Nevertheless, real estate advertisements
crowded the newspapers and, of course, it was not only urban
property which claimed advancing prices.

In the sehse‘of long term development, rural land price
increases were the more gratifying, since théy indicated-endur—
ing and rising demanq for farm land from which crop pxgpduction
would result with lasting economic benefit. Edmonton's agri-
cultural flavour was obvious. MNevuspapers regularly carried
technical information of value to‘farmers, and editorials
attended not merely to civic affairs but also to legisjation
like that amending the Grain Act or the Grain Inspection Act.
In the off-season, a special federal "seed train" of spécialists
dehonstrated proper care for cleanliness, health and quality'
of seed grain in January; and the Alberta Farmers' Association

sponsored a Seed Grain Exhibition in Robertson's Hall in

o
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February which drew crowds of farmers. 1In three March days the
annual exhibition of the Poultry and Pet Stock Association in
Strathcona drew more. At its annual m@eting, after agreeing
that grain "was the foundation of Edmonton's greatness,” thg
Board of frade decided ﬁo establish a standing "grain-committee".
Aléhough he éxpréssed hopes for the futures of the coal and
natural gas industries in Edmonﬁon and area, outgoinq}president
A. B. Ccampbell emphasized the valués of a transportation (hetwork
B
and the grain growing base for Edmonton's booming economy.
Great satisfaction was derived in Edmonton from statistics of
maésive crop acreage :increases and from prognostications of a
bumper grain crop which would require the C.N.R. to add hun-
dreds'of new box cars and dozens of new engines.lO
»Prosperity seemed gu%ranteed by the broadening stream

¥
of immigration. In mid-March the sight of 100 to 200 settlers

pouring in per day seemed astounding; a week later 300 to 500 i
a'day became the new norm. “More settlers had arrived in Edmon-
ton by the cnd.of tarch, 1906 than had come to the end May .,
the'previous.year, and that had been a record itself. The
immigration halls had long since been overtaxed;fthe exhibitfon
hall and hotels accommodated all possible until they3§ere or-
ganized to go to settlement sites. 1In mid-November, 500 still
arrived‘each week. Homestéad entries élso éet recordé and pri-
vate sales were in this favourable situation strenuously pro-
moted by such major landholders as the C.P.R. through Egnt:écts
‘with land companies. There was absolutely no doubt of the immi-

grants' initial or ultimate value: it was economic. Statis-

tics about numbers arriving were usually accompanied in newspaper

oy
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reports by indications of ability to buy horsés, wagons, imple-
ments and provisions for thé further trip to settlement loca-
tions. A late fall story combined satisfaction at the spending
by newcomers with satisfaction at the spending by an estimated
400 agrarian shoppers visiting from outlying areas each week.ll
The favourite gauge of urban growth in a city swept
along by real estate promotion was the rate of construction 6n
newly acquired lots. As soon as mild weather set in in March,
an astonishing change‘was immediately obvious. Fxcitement was
genexated by the observation that the value of building permits
in the first ten days of March amounted to four times the value
of those for all of tarch, 1905. Totals at the end of arch
Fonfirmed a tenffold in¢rease; the proportfons of the compari-
son diminished only slowly throughout the surmmer. Early in
April some 300 to 400 carpenters were rerorted to be steadily
at work. At the end of the year nearly Sl.b million worth of
building permits had been issued, still two and one-half times
the'lQQé total Aotwithstanding that the beom had beqgun in.the
latter part of 1905. Three-quarters o; them had gone for resi-
dential construction. The pressure on bousing accomﬁodation
"had been notable already during the previous year, and urban
immigration obviously grew even more rapidly in 1906. Besides
simple expagsion of housing facilities, another cause of the
increased valye of builaing permits‘was evidently the sudden
prosperity erjéyed paiticularly by numerous businessmen.
"Handsome residences" Szﬁén in this period to display upper
incomé good fortune, for the time being mainly in the west end

)

of the city south of Jasper Avenue. Largé scale westward
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expanéion was advertised in the Glenora subdivision, part of
old River Iot 2, the Groat Fstate, for sale in 500 foot by 100
foot lots. On thexother hand, thé east end also boomed with’
house construction, creating the demand which raised lumber
prices. Mnst were for "&orkmen and .businessmen" in the city's
basic industries, but speculato;s,anticipated grander develop-
ménts even further east. There the prospects of "high and dry"
choice land with a magnificent broad curve of river valley vieQ
Iwere bolstered by the Council decision to purchase park land ‘
in the vicinipy. Across the river hundreds of new buildings ,
were erected in the summer of 1906 in anlunprecedented construc-
tion boom apparently heavily underwritten by north siders' in-

vestmént.12

Sawmills of the city nnticipated the seaSon‘s:business
with a very heavy.log drive in the spring. The l?ng estabhlished
mills of Fraser and Walters looked forward to a gratifyingsbnom
in their enterprises; that of W. H. Clark awaited the new }ogs
for the initial purpose of cdnstrucging a new planing mill and
lumber yaréd on ten acreF of south side river flats. ﬁy mid-
June lumber priées were fluctuating between 10 and 25 percent
abovg those of 1905. Late in August, after a fourth jump since
the beginning of the year, lumber prices were up in some cnses
50 percent over January rates, and early in October they junpe&
again. John Walters, fever{;;}y busy all the summer season
with lumber sa;es, boat building, and a new and successful

coal mine, made plans in the fall to erect a new mill on the -

north side flats. It seemed impossible to exceed demand with

13
supply.
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There were other measures of economic growth. One
was f;hancial. In January, in a move thought to have close
connection with the arrival 9§ the Canadian Morthern Railway
for which it acted as financial aqgent, the Canadian Bank of
Commerce opened a new branch in Strathcona. In Febrdary news
broke ofyfhree bahks adding brqnches to the half dozen already
’chaftered in Zdmonton: ‘the MNorthern Rank, the Bank of Hamilton
and !olson's Baﬁk.l4 The mos% spectacular mercantile expansion
A@ppeared to be that launched by Revillon Freres. 1In the nine-
Feenth century this Paris based company had made its fur trad-
ing presence felt as the chief competitor to the Hudson's Bay
Cbmpany in northern Quebec and in northern Saskatchewan and
Albertg as-well as in their Morthwest Territories hinterland,
opergting particularly well in Metié areas. The establishment
placed in Edmonton by Revillosn Freres in 1899 was expandea‘into
the company's main warehouse in léOS, where it constituted a
formidable competitor in fars and general merchandise for not
only the Hudson's Bay Company but also the locally dominant
firm of !McDougall and Secord} In April, 1906 "Revillon Bro-
thers" became the first merchandisers to take advantage of the
»
Canadian Northern facilit®es in a big way, making use of a
twenﬁy-four‘car "special consignment" train to import general
,merchand%se f&r its warehouse and city department stores. The
.train'had'magg its journey decorated with Revillon and Ed@on-
fon banners. In July the company showed its confidence in
Equnton's expansion by announcing $30,000 - $40,000 exten-
sions to its retail stores, which were then sold to another

company, Acme, at year's end.15

-
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Burgeoning population and construction gave an added
impetus to fuel extraction industries in the city. Coal mines
had been plentif#l in Edmonton and vicinity since the 1890s;
in fact they may have been too plentiful to be profitable for
operators in the 1890s when some 9 mines and 35 miners had
supplied a population of about 2,000. After 1900, however, the
"demand escalated significantly, especially in coal-scarce regions ]
to the east, supporting twenty-three mines in 1906 and en@our-
aging such new ventures as that of two FEnglish coal minérs who
in February began constructing the necessary shafts for a mine
in the Parkdale fringe of the city just east of PRat Creek. An
extra burst of demand caused by abnormally cold Qeather in the
winter of 1906-7 rewarded the numerous entrepreneurs. Fleven

local producers - with John Walters at the head of the product-
ion list - were kept feverishly busy expanding capacityAand
raising prices. A new coalfield in the Beaver Hills region
nearby attracted investment from the iocal real estate men
Crafts, Lee and Gallinger, and J. R. Black. Bigger%develop—

ments were expected.16

A notabie new experiment in the fuel
industry was undertaken by prominent well-established Edmonton
and Strathcona businessmen in 1906 with some hint of success.
The North-West Gas and 0il Company which struck gas on the
city's eaﬁt side early in 1906 had as its president and vice-
president well-known ex-Mayors Dr. H. C. wilson and J. A.
McDougall, and as its directors equally prominent civic lumin-
aries N. D. Beck, Preﬁier A. C. Rutherford and K. A. McLeod.'

wHEle no productive business emerged immediately from these

explorations, investment in the venture indicated the capital



available. for innovative projects.17
Another new Alberta "industry” qot its official start
in L Imontor in 1906: the provincial government. FEstablished

in 1905, the province of Alberta was during 1906 fitted with

the expected government ageqcies - for education, a judiciary,
public works,iﬁealth and welfare, agriculture - all with depa:;-
menta& headquarters in Fdmonton. 'The~first Alberta legislature
sat in "dmonton in 1906 and the interim arrangement for Fdmon-
ton asg the secat of governmeht was legislatively confirmed in

the first session. !larked by a §}ring of intonscquential argu-
ments indicating only “the contenainq city to which each debater
lived closest, the discussion gave way to the more important
vote which proved tha£ more clected representatives in the gov-
erning Liberal party lived clonse to Fdmonton than to Calgary.18
One astute analyst pogts out that the choice of Edmonton as
capital not only gave Liberals a stranglehold on the political
* loyalty of Edponton and northern Alberta, ig also tended in
turn to make the government over the years especially sensi-
+ive to the needs of Edmonton and the north. Hence, as pro-
vincial railroad projects in the nexj few years would show,
Epmonton's n,w position as capital had not only an immediate
importance as a stimulus to urban groW%h, but also a long range
significance for regional development for which Edﬁonton would
be the chief urban centre. In mid-October the site of the old
Hudson's Bay Company fort was selected by the government on

the basis of its scenic and historic prominence to be %he loca-
tion of the anticipated parliamentary buildings..19 |

That battle won, the backers of Edmonton's future moved
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immediately into action to secure the location of yet another

industry, this time in the realms of education and culturé a

publlc university. Calgarians mlght expect the lesser consola~
«:/.
tion of a university project to offset loss of the Caplté{ but,

not only was the Vdmonton area better fbpresentedﬂgh the leg-

‘.-a""

'@§e Prem-
ier. The fon. A. C. Rutherford wanted the nﬁlﬂx sitgifor
, a8 . W ‘
A
Strathcona. Although public debate On the <] %@s postponed
N
\

a universi®ty Pbill pass ove iﬁ(*\ { cxaés ive cost.
y P cr <) o ¥

islature's governing party, it was also’tﬁp homv?

M‘

-4

nutherford went right to work aﬁd negotiated for the purchase
of south side River Lot 5 »efore January, 1907. Thus, long

-
hefore the time chosen later in 1307 to announce the site of

the proposed University of Albert Premier Rutherford had in

fact. acted to give greater Fdmonton another eponpmic as well as
20 '
cultural advantage.

Al

. Even though Edmonton's economy did not depend only on
commerce, real estate'speculation,‘construction, fuel and gov-
ernment bureaucracy in 1906, great diversification was not a
trademark of booming Edmonton. Toward the énd of the year a
new paéking plant and the Edmonton Brewing Company announced
new factpry construction,21 but it was not yet a large city
and had, as we shall see, still to come to grips with the issue
of financially encouraging a range of industries to locate in
" Edmonton. For the time.being,‘the coincidence of the simul-
taneous appearance ofﬂrailw5§s, the government centre, and
massive agricultural immigration appeared quite enough to
assure Edmonton's economic future. For those who did not

!

make decisions leading to new enterprise, but worked for wages,
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Edmonton's opportunities were equally ample. There was no un-

employment in the city in 1006.22 Canadian eyés turned to west-

ern cities like Edmonton. Among the numerous central Canadian

newspaper accounts of the new Edmonton and new western oppor-

tunity, one renort to the Toronto Star in the spring of 1906
captured the enthusiasm of Edmonton businessmen. After out-

lining the various transformations which were responsible for
. g

’
L]

the prevailing air of optimism, the reporter went on:

The other morning when I boarded the train
ot Calgary to come here {Fdmonton] I began to observe
evidences of Fdmonton's prospé?ity. The whole talk
{in] the smoker was Idmonton. A party of ladies and
gentlemen, residents of FEdmonton, with whom I had e
journeyed from Vancouver, now began to talk of Fdmon-
"ton. The thought of getting home and into the thick
of Fdmonton husiness again filled their minds with
Edmonton. One man told me confidentially that another

. occupant of the same car was worth ten to fifteen
millions, all of which he had made fin Fdmonton, and
half of it in the last year. Tégﬁmgllionaire told me
the other man had made $300,000 ring the last six
madhths, and while he was away on this holiday trip
his son had “tleared up $60,000. Another Was pointed
out whom ({sic)} I was informed had struck Edmonton
nine years ago with sixteen dollars and was now worth
$600,000. And so on. How much of these large for-
tunes had been realized in speculation and are [sic)
still represented in real estate at present prices I
did not inquire.2

Footnotes \

1. This and the three following paragraphs are drawn from
T. D. Regehr, The Canadian Northern Railway...1895-1919 (Tor-
onto, Macmillan of Canada, 1976), 69-71, 164-9, 245; R. A.
Christenson, "The Calgary and Edmonton Railway and the Edmonton
Bulletin" (Unpublished M. A. Thesis, University of Alberta,
1967), 152-6, 160-2, 218-223, 236-249; VP, K.-Y. Lai, "Evolution
of the PRailway Network of Edmonton and Its Land Use Effects”
(Unpublished M. A. Thesis, University of Alberta, 1967), 20-3;
Edmonton Journal (EJ), January 23, 1906.
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2. Regqpx; The Canadian Northern, 107-123.

3. Morris Zaslow, The Opening of the Canadian North 1870-1914
(Toronto/Montreal, McClelland and Stewart Ltd., 1971), 202-3;

~~E. H., Dale, "The Role of the City Council in the Fconomic and

Social Development of Edmonton, Alberta, 1892 to 1966" (Unpub-
lished Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Alberta, 1969), 17.

4. FRdmonton Bulletin (®R), February 3, June 29, 30, 1906;
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Chapter -A0: Formal Municipal Organization.

A booming economy and multiplication of the urban popu-
lation exerted unidue pressures for collective approaches to a
hést of new problems. The city's two basic solutions were not
exactly innovations, but:Wereaborrowed from available examples
for their aptnesé to the condition of rapid growth: public
ownership of ‘utilities and a professional executive branch of
civic goverﬁment. Strathcona's response to the situation was
dependen¥ upon ;pe nature ‘of Edmonton's it will be considered
separately later. For Fdmonton citizens, the task of coping
with common reduirements was in 1906 understood to comprehend
the proviﬁion of the fo&}owing services: modérA\streets and
sidewalks, electricity, telephones, water and séwerage, a street
railway, parks, education and, reluctantly, some supervision of
public health. On the other hand, obvious growth encouraged
optimistic visions of proliferating future good fortune. Civic"
‘administraticn was managed, therefore, not only to cope with ane«
increasing magnitude in collective problems Qf.utility and wel-
fare serv%qes afte: they afose, but also to prepare'for the
continuing boom tc come. |

Moreover, tle expectation of prevailing growth sugges-
ted an apparently logical way to finance urban utility advances:
property taxation. Actually there were'furtheg.implications to
property assessment beyond si@ple taxation. éigh assessments
and low taxation rates were believed to accomplish good civic
advertising to attract new business and tor boost the liﬁits p
of civic borrowing. Net Edmonton assessment-after’ exemptions

was in 1906 set at more than $17,000,000 which, in thé con-
- /
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ventional wisdom, permitted borrowing power to twenty percent
or.$3,400,000. That the city in the fall of 1906 had a deben-
ture liability of just over $1,000,000, half of it in'éinking.
funds, could therefore be iﬁterpreted as a "splendid condition"
against the possible limits of borrowing power.

Some rather imposing costs could in this atmosphere
pass as routine, like a year end commitment to nearly $300,000
erth of future paving. City Council's major puzzle was to
choose between the rival "bitulithic" and "carbolinium block”
methods of paving.2 The civic response to the financial re-
quirements of Edmonton's electric light and power system is
instructive. After the privately owned Edmonton Electric Light
and Power Company balked at the éost of improvement and expan-
sion in 1902 without either public financial assistance or the
long term security of a ten year contract, the risk had been |
distributed among the citizens tﬁrough the device of public
ownership and management. By 1906, therefore, the public util-
ity could dlsplay fine operatlhg profits as long as the capi-

tal costs of ceaseless construcﬁion and equ1pment purchase were

PN
- -

kept in a widely separated accouﬁtlng column.3 It was possible

on the one hand to' cut power rates\in the middle of the year

while concurrently on the other handyadding to the city's debt
by increasing the number of arc streethzlights. The desire to
guarantee and expand the source of electry ity supply threatenea
further to multip&y the debt. ‘bne proposal by Mayor. May, to
purchase forty-one acres of known coal land in the flats near
the power plant, would have cost $60,000 initially and an in-

determinate sum to get a mine into operable condition. That
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was moaeét in comparison with an alternative plan to build a
hydro-electric power development on the North Saskatchewan
river fii;y.mi}es wvest of t-e city. UVhen the engineer who was
consulted reported that kind of project to be feasible but
expensive, requiring a capital butlay of $1 million and annual
operating costs of $140,000, it is difficult to say which sum
caused the more consternation. Capital debt w?s one thiﬂg;
operating expense which would be covered by high power prices
was probably the key factor in scuttling the proposal.4

The telephone system was another public utility which
the municipality had taken.over from Arivate operators after
their original ten year charter was concluded in 1903. To
the normal demand for expansion of this"parficular ?ervice was
joined the pressure of bewildering technological change; Edmon-
ton Council-spent much of the year 1906 attempting to under-
stand the validity of conflicting claims by a variety of tele-

phone producers to the most effective systems. All were con-
L d

~

sideredvsuperior to the dual network in place in Edmbnton and
Strathcona: "the oldest kind of old fashioned ground wife
system" going back to 1893, combiﬁed with later.additions of
metallic circuitfy. Beéides technology, there remained the
question of cost. Of the modern alternatives, a Canadian auto-
matic éompany made t lowest 5id, but here Commissioner G; J.
Kinnaird introduced ythird‘al‘ternative at leaét as cheap: to
rebuild antiquated parts and expand the old system, thus avoid-
ing the r sk of a relatively untried experiment with automatia

technology. 1In the end Council ignored the advice of its sen-

jor civil servants and chose the Canadian automatic system on
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the basis of cost and modernity/ trusting to a contract guar -
‘antee tb ensure seven good workable years to overcome the risk
factor. Though the $65,600 required‘formed half the total
amount Council sought permission from the ratepayers to raige
in.August;for all its current projects, it caused no contro-\

versy and passed with a andslide majority.aﬁidst a poor voters'

R \
. \

[~
turnout.”

Norvwés thege.any fuss in July abou£ undertaking the
immense-finanq&al and managerial burden of a $3C0,000 expendi-
ture'on "the largest pubiic work ever projected in Edmonton,
or Cfor] that matter by any municipality -hetween Winnipeg and
the Pacific coast:" major extensions of water and sewerage
pipelines. .The city had already incurred considerable debt
since 1901 when open gutters and water supply by private wells
énd horse drawﬁ distribution to street—sideucontaihers were first
superseded by ngtwérks of pipe. The decision to make it a pub-
liq rather than a private utility service was made at that
time. Once begun this project never ended in expansive times.
Not only did the web have to beﬁeqlargéd, but mains had to be
replaced hy much larger concrete pipe Ea,incrgase-capacity to
be filled by a new three million galloéfelectrically driven
tprbine pump. Hence what was first déga&gd as a $113,000 pro-
<ject in February, 1906 rapidly tripled by the time aecisionl

was reached late in June. 1In August construction was underway

]
>

on five and one-half miles of water pipe extension to cost

-

1
about $15,000. But initiation of this project did not end

~

Council's cost considerations. At the end of November the City

Engineer brought a report to Council showing necessity for
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immediate expansion of both electric and water systems, already
overfaxed and unprepared for a ifubling in population expected
in two years. ‘It raised questions not merely of additionalr"
capacity for the pumping plant but also of future contamination
of water flowing into the pump area from what would soon be

a new residential area upstream. Relocation or purification
would be expensive. And then, with respect to seuver construct-
ion, for which a route location had been debgted since March,
éontractvnegotiations were underway in mid-Movemher, and agree-
ments reached by mid-December with a private company to build
the main and lateral sewkrage lines. During the earligr dis-
cussions in Council, Alderman Boyle pressed for an end“to "tem-
porizing" with constfuction that would be overloaded immediately,
and Alderman Mays was persuaded that a,sewef system meént to
last for 50 to 100 years should be "the best, not the cheap-
est." Then too, considerations of public health, és we shall
see, made continuous expenditure on this service all the easier
to justify.6 .

‘ It would perhaps be difficult to argue against the
value of proper water distribution and sewerage disposal to
sanitation and the:reduction of disease. The early history

of plans for a street railway, on the Sthegﬂggnd,zbespbke pure
civic and commeré%al ambition. Though“froﬁ 1894 to 1905 an

v
Edmonton street rajilway proved too grand a project for success-

ful private accomplislment, so determined was the Edmontsen
Council to have the system that private failure was interpreted

not as reason to abandon the projecf but as justification for

making it a public one. Most of 1906 was consumed by a consult-
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ing engineer's study of the likely cost of twelve blocks
of street railway along Jasper Avenue (the main street). His
report in October preéicted installation of track .and purchase
of equipment would require over 5100,060. The visiting gen-
eral manager of the Canadian Bank of Commerce thought a cur-
rent typhoid epidemic empﬁasized more legitimate fields for
municipal expenditure, but ratepayers remained unaffected and
iﬁ December overwhelmingly approved purchase of street rails
and trolley wire for some six miles of street railway. It was

the first step to a small system which became operational in

1908. "

It was probably no accident either in the halcyon ex-
pansion years agter city incoréoration that the Council was
frequently presented with offers of new property for park land.
Quite apart from any profit the generous donors might earn or
deny themselves in the dirgct sale, there was no doubt that
.firm establishment of future park land in any area could not
help but improve real estate prices in the vicinity: When on
one occasion some private ciﬁi&ens took the initiative to secure
land for parkland until the city had time to act officially,
this was judged a gesture of Egmontdn's "public spirited citi-
zens" of the same variety, significantly, as those responsible
for securing the city's first bridge and the C.N.R. depot. On
a larger scale, a Board of Trade interested in attracting new
business by presenting a favourable piqture of residential
amenities did not hesitate in November, 1905 to put pressure
on City Council to extend its park land. One of the Board's

suggestions was that Council assist the financially troubled
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Edmonton Industrial Exhibition Association by purchasing’the
land on which it paid rent to Messrs. !lcDougall and decord.
In June burgesses approved a $46,000 expenditure to obtain for
parks of 100 acres west of Groat Estate and of 250 acres in
two eastern river lot packages. Before the end of the year
they approved a further $60,000 outlay to purchase the large
Exhibition Association grounds, an acquisitioﬁ which was com-
pleted in the foilowing year.8

In October the Board of Trade studied and adopted a
resolution to press City Council for a "city beautification"
plan embodying a 200 foot wide boulevard along the riye{ bhank
and around the city, preservation of the.entire river bénk es-
carpment as well as Rat Creek and Groat Creek ravines for park,
ahq‘(with provincial government ﬁelp)'developmént of a fifteen
mile driveway up and'do@n stream from Edmonton. Accoxrding to
Board representative and former Mayor William Short, this was
all worth&ﬁile because several American cities were spending
“large sums" on such plans. A month later, in mid-November;
Council did indeed decide to employ the landscape arch%tect,
Frederick G. Todd, to prepare "a comprehensive beautification
scheme" for the city. Todd was in Edmonton to design the pro-
vincial parliamentary grounds; for $500 he would take the |
city's task as weBl. The general directions to Todd were simi—
lar to the recommer ~.:-ions of the Board of Trade.9 ‘Though
Todd's plan was not .rplemented, there was clearly no end to
Board of Trade develogmental ambition,

The conclusiongcannnt easily be avoided that Edmonton-

ians as a whole were being loaded wi+h a current and future
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debt burden with startling rapidity and long term consequences.
A negative sort of collective urban interest was being imposed
on Edmonton's people. The point has been made often enough
that, in Edmonton és elsewhere before World Wwar I, shared ur-
ban utilities would not only overcome some of the Aifficulties
of re§identia1 densjty, but would also satisfy businessmen and
speculators in urban and rural property who had opportunities
to‘extract private profit from urban expansion.lO As long as a
bright future beckoned, it was apparently easy to believe it
would handle the mounting debt as well. One of the reasons
this cynical view is so easy to hold is the hesitancy with
which unprofitable health and social welfare servicés were
approaéhed.

Only in 1906 did the reQuirements of public health and
fire prevention figally move Council to accept city commis-
sioners' recommendations that "horses ané a sc;venging outfit
be purchased and maintained as a %treet cleaning departhent,"
and that a sanitary inspector be appointed4with'multiple éxtra
duties .as caretaker and nurse of the isolation hospital and
quaraﬂtine officer. The spectre to he avoided was disease.
The epidemic disease of the year was typhoid fever, though
others - notably smallpox, malaria and diphtheria - were en-
demic on both sides of the river. When typhoid fever struck
in September, Edmonton was not alone in Canada in fighting the
disease. Dr. Braithwaite, the veteran medical health officer
retained on aApartwtime basis by the city, deplore@inewspaper

.

sensatiogglism which tended to mark Fdmonton as a "pestilential

hole" while in fact, he believed, more than half the ninety
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cases had been engendered outside the city. gefore long Braith-
waite's salary was raised on the basis of heavy work; indeed
the possibility of making his position full time received con-
sideration. The city's doctors pressed the city to enforce
its by-law requiring the connection of residences to the city's
water and sewer systems, and Council was embarrassed to dis-
cover some city-owned houses not Enly with typhoid cases but
also with no sewer and water connections.ll If the epidemic
encouraged the city's water and sewer projects, it al'so no
doubt served to guieten the uproér which had attended plans
dating back to January to establish a new isolation hospit;l.
From the point of view of private charity, this was
exactly the type of social service which should bhe public. It
was not only that civic officials had traditionally coped with
epidemics, but it was also a gervice which was at once essen-
tial and fraught with built-in opportunities for community
fracture. The p;oposal for a éroper isolation hospital in
Edmontog was first discussed by ndmonton Council in January.
Once a civic—rﬁn institution was agreed upon, the next consider-
atlon was a site. No sooner had one been selected than an east
end property owner objected that he did not want a "pest house‘Q
so near the lots he owned. A yard-long east end petltlon which
followed éuickly persuaded a majority of Council to send the
matter back to committee for fu;ther study in May. Only the
typhoid écare prompted action. During June, even aé Council
was studyiﬁg building plans, an investigation into aileged
negligence in . the death of a boy in the existing temporary

facility emphasized the necessity for efficient treatment of
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isolation cases sufficiently to quell the controversy over lo-

cation. In August a by-law to raise money for the isolation
hospital passed with an overwhelming majority in an "abnormally
w12 '

small vote.

The transition of hospital administration from private
and voluntary to public suppert and care in other than emergency
conditions was not nearly com;iete by 1906. In Fdmonton the
voluntary Women's Aid Society of the public hospital was a
firmly entrenched institution with more than 130 members and
the deéire to be bigger. The Society was still the major fund
raiser for the hospital's operations, even if its members did
worry about the prospects for voluntariiy clearing the hospital
of operational debt. At the-end of the year, however, plans
were undérway for the éity to build a new public hospital.
Régid expansion of health services threatened to over-reach®
thé capacity of the Vomen's Aid Society to raise enough health
'cére funds orivately. By way of contrast, in 1906 Strathcona
was just equipping its first’;iny temporary hospital in a six
bedroom house, and a Strathcéna Ladies' Hospital Aid Society
was just being formed by wives of some of Stratgcona's promin-—
ent citizens. And in terms of sociél welfare, neither muni-
cipality ha“d progressed further than the relief committee
method of handling the most extreme financial need.l3 But the
plans for a new public hospital and an isolation hospital indi-
cated how health emergencieg could push even reluctant leaders
into costly health and welfare services. ’

Interestingly enough, education was a far better accep-

ted responsibility. The four school boards (public and separ-

/
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ate) of the two municipalities had but one over-riding concern

in i906: to provide enough school space for the multiplying
pupil enrollmentl Their deliberations were uniformly abhout
building programs.‘ A new public school was constructed in
the north-west district of Norwood. Both the Fdmonton and
Strathcona separate school boards approved replacement of in-
adequate existing facilities with larger hrick structures.
Otherwise, even salary adjustments provoked no great contro-
versy; trustees themselves ohserved that teachers dissatis-
fied Qith the inadequate remunératidn solved their problem by
leaving the profess{;n. Thus, the manifold opportunity in
boom time Fdmonton worked its own pressure on the school boards

. © 14
to raise teachers' salaries.

The same unusual opportrunity reduc;d aldermen's anxiety
to induce new busineﬁéés to locate in the city by offering |
financial advantages of lowver taxes and utility rates or free
land. To civic leaders starved for direct transcontinental
connections since the expectaﬁt Aays of 1881.there was no hesi~
tancy about bonusing railway companies, but confusion re-
lated to the encouragement of other industry once the railways
were secured. Were not railway connections and booming agri-
cultGral immigration inducements enough for aggressive busi—‘
nessmen to choose Edmonton for thei; enterprises? If that
was generally true, what were the prihciples which should de-
termine special cases deserving civic bonuses?

With the Canadian Northern firmly in operation, Edmon-

ton Council's attention focussed on the Grand Trunk Pacific.

Ever since city officials had early in 1903 become awafe of
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G.T.P. prospects for a northern transcontinental line, they had
unceasingly sought Optiéns on property poténtially usefgl for
right of way and station sites. By February, 1905, before
Grand Trunk Pacific surveys in the area were completed, Edmon-
ton Council had already submitted to its burgesses a by-law
on the subject. Should G.T.P. railway terminals be established
within Edmonton, the by-law provided for a bonus of $100,000
together with municipal tax exemption until the beginning of
1910 and thereafter taxation assessment on the fixed value of
actual land purchase until the end of 1928. As soon as the
necessary federal order-in-council approved the proposed G.T.P.
route into and through Edmonton in November, 1906, that offer
went into effect, but in the meantime further Council initiative
was required since C.N.R. construction over much of the same
approach along which the city held options had raised land
values astronomically. Through the first half of 1906 city
officials arranged purchaseé to prepare a route to a terminal
site just north of city limits and three miles north of Jasper
Aveqpe.“ Eventually the G.T.P. arranged to share passenéer sta-
tion facilities with the C.N.R. at the latter's station site
close to the town core;15 .

The contrasting reluctance of aldermen to grant finan-
cial incentives to other entreéfeneurs was demonstrated in the
debate about a particular case. In February an application
came through William Short's law firﬁ for an iron foundry en-
terprise to build a $30,000 establishment immediately in ex-

change for a particular free site and exemption-from taxation =

for ten years. While there apparently was a demand for that
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service, councillors generally ohjected to Ehe suggestion. 1In
part the reservations expressed the pragmatic view that so
small an enterprise asked too much concession, but several
arqued agaiﬁ;t it on principle: that outsiders would be fav-
odred unfairly over small bhusinessmen already in the city$ that
tax exegmptions would cut into the city's revenue. Furthermore,
argued iliayor Charles May, a systematic policy shquld be cre-
ated to apply universally to applications as they gppeared.

The Board of Trade picked up the latter idea and forwarded
resolutions proposing a’policy of land lease or sale at a low
price to intending businessmen and a "standing offer of light,
power and water to new manufactures or enterprises to induce
them to locate here, providing that a stipulated number of em-
ployees be engaged, that white labor be employed,"” and that
similar businesses already operating in Edmonton receive the
sane benefits. ~ouncil's lack of urgent concern permitted the
specific question of the iron foundry to be posgponed indefi-
nitely pending study and decision about a general bonusing
policy. During the year bonus ingquiries came from a paving

company, an ironwork and wire manufacturing company, a meat

»
.

packing plant and the’Edmonton Brewing Company. The policy
worked out by Council in November reflected the lack of concern
foste}ed by prosperity: simply to offer water, power and light
/a£ cost. By year end election time; debate of broad principles
was still underway;l6
Edmon%on's Qouncil clearly preferred the much more
/ﬂtlmlted cost of c1v1d advertlslng and grants to the Board of

Trade to promote Edmonton opportunltles. Paid advertisements
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in newspapers across !Morth America. urged outsiders to estahlish’
grist mills, woollens mills, machine shops, tanneries and o;hér
industries which could process locai raw materials Qr“proQide‘
new services to the region. Fdmonton's "souvenir" pamphlet
distributed during and after the September, 1905, inaugural
ceremony for the province made a specific connection hetween -
all the utility extension and civic bogsterism. The "founda;
L

tions of future material greapness" were understood to be en-
hanced by runicipal ownership and exteMEion of utility ser-
vices; non~material attributes of educational and religioqs
facilities were similérly used to increase the appeal for fur-
ther business deﬁelopment.l7 Comparahle a9§ugents'were em-
ployed in February,_l906 during a joint Board of Trade - Council
expedition eastward to ~anadian and American points both to “
=t udy telephone systems and to publicize the attractions of :
Edmonton. In figj Council depended on .the Board of Trade to A
conduct most of the promotion of pdmonton opportunities and, §
pbradoxically, paid the Board to do so in proportion to the
extent of its recent success. In March, 1306 the Board came
to Council with a program for printing ana circulating a seventy
page pamphlet, for advertising in newspapers,.éﬁd for paying
agents to lure immigrants at eastefn fall fairs. Their réquest
for $5,000 was double the civic‘grant of the previous year, ’
yet the effectiveness of the grant's use in 1905 apparently
warranted double the money in 1906.18

In tfuth the attack of the Board of Trade showed new

sophistication and determination in 1906, no doubt influenced

by the enthusiasm genefated by the new prospects. A curious
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unity of business purpose is suggested hy the Board's unanimous
selection of A. T. Cushing, the Jlosing mayoralty candidate at
the end of 1505, as President at its February; 1906 meefing.
Itcﬁas clear from reports and discussion that the Board's in-.
creased activity in 1905 was a result of increased outside
interest ; legfqrs of inquiry poured in - rather than strenuous
effort to engender it. Instead of depending solely on a paid
secretary to handle a;l its day,-to-day buéiness, the Board de-
cided to create four committees and six sub-sections, each de;
voted to promotion of a particular kind of(industry. Hence
Vice:éresident John A. McDougall attended tS\fhe‘important
affgirs,of the "Committee for ﬁhe Promotion of New Industries
apd Commercial Enterprises"; out-going President A. B. éampbell
chaired its manufacturers' sub—secﬁion; J. H. Gariepy and K. W.
McKenzie the wholesalers' and retailers' sub-sections. Others
handled realvestate and insurance, progessionals and publicity;
third Vice-president William Short chaired a civic intefests
committee.19 _

Although Edmonton City Council's subsidy to its promo-
tional Board of Trade was limited, it was stillyproporfionally
far more than thé Strathcona Téwn Council paiq its Board'for siﬁi-'
.lar services. The March request of the geventy member Strath-
éona Board for $1,500 from Strathcona Town Council got lost in
committee for months before being pared down to $600 in October.
iLittle anééf'their actual aétivity featured little more fhan
arranging for agricultural and mineral displays at Canadian
' fairs and hosting visiting Canadian Manufacturers Association

delegates.; This was a good-indicationvof the limits on Strath-



210
cona boosterism which made all the more believable Edmonton
Mayor May's boast that Edmonton and Strathcona would soon'form
a single more impésing metropolis.20

%&réthcona leaders were experiencing considerable diffi-
culty by 1906 in maintaining the claim that Strathconq-would
surpass Fdmonton¢as tﬁe centre of the new metropolis. Its
governing structure remained as simple as the ordinance of
incorporation had permitted on its passage in April, 1899: a
six member Council and a handful of municipal emplbyees and
officials proviﬁed a limited number of services. There v~re

v

but three policemen, and the fire brigade continued to be vol-
untary.21 what was happening to Strathcona wés illustrated
in part by what had happened to the Strathcona Agricultural
Society. In 1904 it had been reconstituted the Stratﬁcona In-
dustrial Fxhibition Society, its capital stock and expenses
éhared by some fifty Strathcona businessmen and professionals.
Yet fhe name belied its activities, which &ere limited to very
quiet planniﬁg for spring Arbor Day "games and sports" and a
modest fall fair.22

Meanwhile, the I"nonton Industrial Exhibition Associ-
ation had since 1901 developed the traditional‘July 1l c2lebra-
tions into an exhibition filling out four days, eclipsing the
strathcona event which had at one time been the sole fair for
ﬁqpb communities. 'When financial difficulties accompanied
the Edmonton Exhibition's expansion, the city came repeatedly
to the rescue with grants.. In 1906, civic grants covered not

only the grounds lease, but also $5,000 worth of losses. 1In

exchange, Edmonton Council was willing to take responsibility

L4
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for selecting a committee to monitor exhibition expenses. Be-

fore the year was out, ratepayers had agreed t6 spend $60,000

to purchase the Fxhibition grounds: henceforth exhibitions

would take place‘on city territory. The é ntages to | on-

ton were evidently perceived to be desirable enough in the

broader sense for citizens tQ overlook and ahsorb the immedi-
2

ate deficits. An Edmonton Bulletin editorial isolated the di-

rect benefits: the business of thousands of visitors; the
exhibition not only of the produce, bué therefore also of the
prospects of the district; the maintenance of a reputation for
continuing civic vitality. An indirect benefit not normally
men%}oned by civic boosters was the focus of collective cele-
bration on Edmontgn, not only of phe people who attehded
(brought by special trains from as far away as 100 miles) but
of the organizations which participated. Banks‘closed early.
Evén Strathcona busiﬁesses closed for one da¥ to permit in-
creased attendance. Baseball teams, Edmonton and Strathcona
squadrons of the Canadian Mounted Rifles and the Boys' Brigade,
church women operating'dining halls to support such social wel-
fare agencies as the Women's Hospital Aid: all were for sev-
eral days organized explicitly within the total urban frame-
work . 23 .

Not only had $£%athcona given up its primacy in this
field, but its residents obyiously pérticipated enthusiastically
ih Edmonton's replacement. Fbr_thaﬁ was-£he essentigl differ- .
ence in the collective Strathconé resprse to ufban service

: \

requirementé? smaller Strathcona had an alternative not open

to Edmonton, simply to attach itself in whole or in part to
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the larger urban n;ighbour, to join anbther community rather

than créate a scparate one. \That alternative seems to have

- gained respectability during 1905 and 1906 when both‘the C.ﬁ.R. and
G.T.P. chose to locate terminals in Edmonton rather than in
Strathcona. ; ' .

The C.N.R. crossed the North Saskatchewan River‘several
~miles northeast of Strathcona, its planners no doubt influenced
by their earlier confrontationsywith Str;lhcona entrepreneurs
on the one hand and by Fort Saskatchewan bonus inducements on
the other. Here should have been a clear warning that Strath-
cona's supposed advantage as the best side for a river crossing
was more approp;iate to a.north—sputh line like the C.P.R. Cal-
gary and Edmonton line than to an east-west line with technical
reasons to avoid grade problems in the Beaver Hills east of
“&rathcona. Despite‘cohsgltations by Strathcona Council and
Board of Trade representatives with railway officials in_ the
Aeast as early as the fall of 1904, no indﬁcemgnts were offeréd
to the C.N.R., nor did leading Strathconans evidently worry
much about the Grand Truhk Pacific route until”1906. Then it
was too late, even though petulant complaiﬁts began in 1905.24

Set against the background of Edmonton's far lustier
approach to the problem, complaints and admonitions by way of
the federal government would have required some overwhelming
sanction in order to prevail against Edmonton largesse: In-
stead, after routé plans submitted by the G.T.P. to the Dominion
government Department d£ Railways and Canals showed a river
crossing at>Clover Bar, north-east of Strathcona once 'again

although not as far away as Fort Saskatchewan, the Strathcona
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Council and Board of Trade wasted valuable months merely cri-
ticizing the 1egitimacy of G.T.P. and federal‘government survey
information. Pressure on Prime Minister Laurier from the
Strathcona Board of Trade, from the Liberal Member of Parlia-
ment for Strathcona,'Peter Talbot, and from Liberal Albertg
Premier A. C. Rutherford did eventually®get through to 5.7T.P. di-
rectors, but it only delayed final decision on the route pend-
ing further surveys. And there was another factor: earlier
suggestionstgo C.P.R. officials bf G.T.P. spokesmen théE\a pro-
jected high level brfdge over tﬂe North Saskatchewan gorge and
river from Strathcona to Edmontonvbe sharéd had evidently been
rejected. Repeated Graﬁd Trunk Pacific surveys suggested the
Clover Bar crossing would give shorter, cheaper and more con-
venieht access to the much greater shipping volume of Edmonton
as compa:eleith Strathcona. It may be that Strathcona's
smaller population could not have matched the financial induce-
ments offered by Edmonton even had the attempt been made. Duf—
ing the spring of 1906 Strathcona Council and Board of Trade
delegates travelled to Oftawa to talk with appropriate govern-
ment transportation officiais; then finally the Council made
available enough money to ensure a G.T.P.isurvey igté the towﬁ
and offered iand for terminal- facilities, but it seemed to be
too little too late.25 .
Strathcona Council\was left with the C.P.R., to wh}ch
it belatedly offered land and tax exemption indﬁcements to’
build impressive new terminal facilities and the long-surveyed
26 '

high level bridge to Edmonton. But even this attempt to

L.

improve its traditional-rail connections southward had, in’

™
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the wake of the sudden C.N.R. and G.T.P. advances into Fdmonton,
not nearly the impact or purpose it might have'had‘earlier dur-
ing the ‘period of Strathcona's railway advantage. Moreover, a
C.P.R. high level bridge to Edmonton would provide another
though more indirect transcontinental route for Edmonton freight
besides those of the two competitors. The inevitable result
after its eventual co%pletion would be coooeration among the
three lines and an additional impetus to amalgamation of the
two communities. Hence, promotion of the high level bridge was
"an ironic response to the disturbing realization that Strath-
cona as a separate entity“had been left out of the northern
transcontinental railways. Strathcona Council.in the fall of

1906 authorized a railway approach’route to the proposed bridge
r o ‘
site. At that time the citizens of Strathcona, whether obli-
vious to the consequences or resigned to the inevitable, were

pressing even more forcefylly than the citizens of Edmonton

for addition of a non—railWay "traffic flooxr" level on the
bridge.27 |
~
| It was the Strathcona Board of Trade which -first sent
resolutions in April to the provincial and federal governments
requesting healthy contributiohs to the expected $311,000
extra cost for a traffic flooru As the Fdmonton Board of Trade
discussed its own endorsation of those nesolutions, a leading
Strathcona advocate, Dr. W. McIntyre, urged the move as a
morale boost for a petition‘circulating'in Strathcona. The
petition recoﬁmended Strathcona ratepayers take on themselves

15 percent of the traffic floor cost up to a maximum of $50,0600.

In short order that petition,'With Premier Rutherford's name at
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the head of a list of, 255, was presented to Strathcona Council.
When action was not sufficiently prompt, a "committee of lead-
ing citizens" which included ex-Mayor Davies called on Council
personally early in May, extracting a prdhise of a public meet-
ing on the issue. At that publié meeting no-argument was of-
fered against the bridge addition; what quibble tﬁ%re was had
to do with favoured locations or the relationship of thé\ﬁé-
hicular and foot level of the bridge éb ground level. The ma-
jority seemed to agree in varying intensity with ex-Mayor
Davies' observation tﬁat "the town was sick and néeded a tonic."
The only modification cherished by Mayor W. H. Sheppard was to |
saﬁdle the Alberta and Canadiaﬁ governments with the full,cosf.
A committee of eight, including the mayor and ex-mayor, Board |
of Trade President Orlagdo Bush and Aldefman J. M. Douglas, wés
created to accdﬁplish the project. When Council appeared to
relax its efforts through 1906, the Board of Trade kept up
pressure by delegation. While‘satisfactory arrangemen£s were
not échieved until 1910, it is not possible to see in the 1906
controversy the least vestige of resistance to the submerg-
ence of Strathcona identity in an integratéd transportation
and business system for greéter Edmonton. )
There weré*in fact other signs thatlleading Strathcon-
ans now saw Strathcona's future in tandem with Edmonton's. It

\

is true that the old dream of city status was pushed to its

H

conclusion toward the end of 1906 culminating in city incor-
poration in March, 1207, but there were short term practical
considerations to that: - for qualified ﬁowns, city incorpora-

tion gave‘additional financial power, which was the main argu--

3
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ment for it offered by the Strathcona Plaindealer and the Board

of Trade. That this move did not indicate aggressive champion-
ship of a separate Strathcona is confirmed on the one hand by
an accohpanying failure to solicit assisted location of new
businesses in Strathcona, and on the.other hand by.the trend.
to share utilities with Edmonton. 1In several fields - electric
power, street lighting, water and sewerage, streets and-side-
walks, parks - Strathcona already had systems which its Council

28

‘continued to maintain. In the expensive fields of transpor-

tation and communication, howeve¥, cooperation with Fdmonton
seemed to have certain adVantages. S

Associated with the idea of a high level bridge was the
project of the Strathcona Radial Trémway Company, the majority
of whose directors were from Edmonton. Since an October, 1904
incorporation,>the‘éompany's intention was to create an inte-
gfated system connecting Strathcona, Edmonton and Fort Sask-
atchewan, with the possibility of future radial extension up to
eighty'miles from 1904 town boundaries. In September, 1906 the
directors sought a thirty year franchise and a ten to twelve
year taxation exemﬁtion'from both Strathcona and Edmonton in
return "after a time" for sharing profits with the municipali-

ties. The significance of Strathcona Council's acceptance of
‘ ' / ‘
the scheme in principle was not that any action followed imme-

diately - in facf it did not for several years - but that

Strathcona officials raised no fierce objection to so close an
‘. N z

integration with the commercially more powerful neighbour.29

The same was true for development of Strathcona's telephone

system. It had been an adjunct of Edmonton's since 1901, and

a

- \

3



217

since 1903 thatahad been run by the municipality of Fdmonton
as a public utiiity. In 1906, when advances in telephone tech-
nology and popuiation gfowfh made the old system seem as inade-_
guate in Strath#ona as in Fdmonton, one alternative for Strath—“
cona was 'to dev%lop its own modern system. Instead, Council
swiftly decided to negotiate with Edmonton Council for the
‘cheaper expedient: simple extension of the'new Edmonton auto-
matic system throughout Strathcona according to the terms of a
fifteen year franchis?.30 Y

Railway disappointments and strain on“Strathhona's
capacity to provide urban services were iﬁsistentiy 19t ight-
: ,
_ing the easier solution of amalgamation with larger Ecmonton
precisely at the saﬁeitime as ﬁdmontom's corporate approach to
utility expansion wasﬁundergging extraordinary escalation.
Edmonton municipal Council becamé increasingly and irrevocably
important to its citizens, not only as expansion emphasized thp
need for physical and health services, but also as the civic
debt mounted. To discharge that debt mﬁQt mean the continua-
tion or adaptation of the institutions through which it had
been accumulated. The eager acquisition of ufilities was made
by the éommun@ty as a whole (in financial terms); the commu-
nity as a whole must discharge the cost over a long period of
‘time. Furthermofe, the community already had a taste of the

way this process was inevitably extended by the requirements

X

for maintenance and'imprg%ement of some services. The per-
sistenoce of probléms like epidemic disease and poverty was
forcing reluctant community attention to public health and

welfare, a commitment equally difficult to retreat from once

e
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entered. A corollary to the effect on collective financial
commitment was the perception of a need for more sophisticated
administrative'mach{pery.

Certain Edﬁonton leaders were instrumental in adapting
the executive branch to cope with the increﬁsing civic busi-
ness. One of these was William Short, whé in 1904 had imposed
his ideas on the charter of city incorporation. ﬁwﬂit he pro-
posed was not unigue, buﬁ b r;owed frdQ recom@endgt};hs of On-
tario municipal'gové;nmeﬂt xperts, esﬁ%eially formér Toronto
city solicitor W. H. Biggar. The point was to perfect a form
of government which would moéify the demécracy of an elected
council with institutions promoting efficient corporate admin-
istration and planging; to modify the voices of individual
citizens with the bureaucracy of an organic entity. A town the
size of Fdmonton cbuld not immediately be said to requiré the
séparation of legislative and administrative branches of gov-
ernment embodied in the establishment of a small council (eight
aldermén) aﬁd a board of commissioners each with specified ex-
ecutive powers, the link provided in the dual capacity of the
mayor to chair meetings of each body. That is why Edmonton be-
gan with but one commissioner other;than the mayor; but it could
be and was argued that provision was in this form farsightedly
ﬁade for tﬁe future. "Busineés efficiency" characterized also
the nature of aldermanic representation. It was for the city
at large, because representation by regional "ward" (a particu-
lar group of people) kad been judged corrupting by municipal'
experts for the influeﬁce of sectors of the populations in

major American and central Canadian cities. In 1906 Alderman
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W, A. Griesbach made the Edmonton application unmistakably ex=-
plicit: "where there is a foreiqn elément, it is often diffi-
cult to find a suitable representqtive."31

While Strathcona would at the end of 1906 make plans
to follow Edmohéon's example, in Edmonton not all aldermen
appreciated Short's outlook on the value of the new arrange-
ments. In 1906 - as, indeed, in years to come - Fdmonton City
’Council struggled to accommodate the apparently conflicting
5u;isdiction of the commis§}ogers' branch. The broader issue
arose from an unedifying debate about the competence of City
Engineer J. H. Hargreaves. Wbefher or not‘to dispense with
his services, on the Easis of charges he had supervised some
cement work of inferiox, éracking quality, and had grossly
underestimated the cosE&'of certaih sewerage works, was a
question paradoxXically solved by creating a new Commissioner
of Public YWorks position for Hargreaves while appointing an-
other chief engineer to work under him. Hargreaves' grgument
that the expansion of public works in the city's priorities
createé undue preséure on administrators was obviously a tell-
ing one. Here was an advaﬁée over the framework of the 1904
charter arrangements: ‘to the first commissioner (Secretary-
mreasurer G. J. Kinnaird) was now added a second; to the first
all-encompassing correspondence and financial duties of the
0ld town clerk were now added the boom city responsibilities
of a Public Works Commissioner to extend utilities as rapidly

as possible.32

Sorting out the administrative jurisdictions of the

new officials accupied several months'of_wearying séuabbles.



‘At about the same t.me the commissioners were engaged in a
confrontation with the voluntaiy fire briéade and solved that

by replacing it with a smaller but paid full time force of fire-
fighters. Alderman Griesbach was, however, an "old bdoy" oflthe'

~

voluntiry brigade and did his futile best to reinstate the vol-
untary system.33 For Varying reasons, therefore, some alder-
men were in 1906 discontented with the separatiOn of Council
and commissioners'\functions. They stimulated a full debate
on the underlying principles. Late in April the new provincial
legislature found itself studying & number of amendments toethe
Edmonton Charter propoééd by the Edmonton Council, among them
two designed to increase council control over the csmmissionefé.
One woula have reduced the two-thirds majority Council required
to Qigmiss a commissionerf' The other would have taken all §d7
ministrative powers from the commissionersaand’vested them 1in
the Council with the latter retaining the option of delegating
authority to the commissioﬁers. ‘ I

As Alderman Griesbach argued the case before the legis-
lative committee of the whole, the question was whether com-
missioners' powers should be derived from the legislature as
ensconced in. the Charter, or from the City Council. As it was,
he claimed, the éommissioners were out of public control. Mem-
bers of the legislature, including Attorney General Cross, him-
self an Edmonton law partner of William SHort, seemed . inclined .
,Aato believe petty quibbling undgrpinned the Edmonton Counecil's N
principles. Cross' legal partner, Short, was also present to *

mhke with confidence the same points as in 1904. Business

involving $800,000 ahd more., coptended Short, required consist-~
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ent planning and executivexadministration. The Council changed
composition each year and aldermen had not sufficient time to
spend on administration. Indgéd, he ohserved, "the better the
aldermen the less time they have," for they would properly be
addressing their attention to legislating policy. Better that
administrative details be left to commissioners responsible to
the elected council but free ?f undue "cajolery". It was the
system of the joint stock company that Short advocated, with
"aldermen in the place of directors, commissioners in the place
of manaqers} The amendmeﬁts requested had notfbsen placed bhe-
fore a public meeting in the city nor, Short was’certain,
would the businessmen of Eémonton either request or accept
them. Noting liétle urgency, Cross commented that more general
municipal legislation was iﬂ any case due next year, and the
amendments died in comﬁittée.

Along éhe same line, gpth J. R. Boyle (once an alder-
man and now a Liberal M.L.A.) and the Edmonton Bulletin's
editor viewed the city a$ a twenty million dollar "gigantic
stock company". For the ratepa{%rs who constituted the stock-
holders,.it was ludicrous that City Council as the boérd of"
directors should consume so much time debating "a six foot
plank sidewalk on the east side of steenth street from Beau-
tiful avenue to Black Stump lane." A general manager should
.handle the details and, on the basis of regular supervisors'

reports,'issue monthly statements to Council to permit sensible
34 v ‘

-

policy decisions.
NevertHeless, in November Alderman Griesbach made a

surprising suggestion in the form of a by-law to raise the o

’
P



number of aldermen from eight. to ten. Twelve would be even
better, he arguea, both to lighten onerous work loads and also
to permit institution of the apparently popular ward system.
But if Griesbach seemed to desert earlier elitest principies

in order to céunte.act increasing bureaucratic power, mést of
his colleagues maintained theirs. Alderman Bellamy observed
wryly that Griesbach's proposition would mean fifty aldermen
when the city reacﬁed“a population of ;5,000. Though Griesbach
had&mino:}ty support, hé lost his second voluntarist alterna-
tive to a paid and expanding civil service.35 The fact was that
‘debates on the bureaucratic arrangement were resolved in 1906
in favour of the streamlined corporate approach to civic busi-

H

ness, for the cause of Council irritability - increasing werk -
Q

was 51multaneously the chief argument for continuation of com~
missioners' services. :

The city's‘plunge into massive public works did not
fail to stimulate’ some dissent which;brought to -the attention
of civic leaders the existegce of Edmonton's socialldivéfsity;
some of the outcomes of the boom and the city's corporate re-
sponse briefly aggravated distinctions in the populace which
were both highlighted and dissipaéed during the year end muni -
cipal elections; On the surface, the strain expressed in the
‘electoral framework was an east-west division of opinions, but \
there were seve;al layers of complexity. There was so;e hint.
of a clash of fhe depriVed with the>privileged, and among’ eth-
nic groups. Signs‘of animosity against west endérs on the part
of east‘enders embodied not simply busiﬁess rivalries but also

other frictions which would in later years be afred by labour

) Rt
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_or "populist" representatives.

In 1906, however, the form organized labour wouid £ake
in Edmonton was just being hammered into shape, largely because
of determined organizational'work by the Canadian Trades and
Labor Congress and the Ame{ican Federation of Labor. Late in
August travelling organizers of those two associations failied
Edmontod'tradeSmen and‘labourers in.e series of meetings.

" They urged not only formation of new unions (ehere were\prob—
ably not yet\a dozen in Edmonton) and emphasis on the "union
label"”, but also affiliation of the new Edmonton Trades and
Labor Council (organized in December, 1905) with the Trades and
Labor Congresé. Typographers, plumbers, lathers, bricklayers
and carpenters had-been the first to accept the ET anc LC motto,
"An Injury to 6ne is the Concern of All." “They were joined in
1906 by tﬁeicigarmakers, berbers. hod‘carriers and builders'
labourers, jOlners, blacksmlths, painters, tlngers and team—
sters. The resultlng enthusiasm carried through the ET and LC's
first Labor Day program. While the "Caledonian sports" of -
Jfi:rack;«and field and the bicycle races and the Strathcona -Edmon-
ton baseball 'contest all had to be cancelled ‘because of rain,
the ﬁhree hundred who marched in the morning parade behlnd the

e

mayor and ,aldermen made quite an 1mpact. The Bulletin judged

’\6

the proCESSlon "a triumph for labor unlonlsm and "the largest

turn—out‘bf organized labor ever seen in Northern Alberta."”

. But_on the other hand, if the enthusiasm was there, it proved

.
!

premature to attempt collective participation in the December

municipal elections. The ET and LC delegates decided against

complicatihg further the crowded electoral scene.36



224

Even a September strike of builders' labofirers was some-
thing of ; novelty. When demands for increased pay over a re-
duced workday were Firat made, Edmonton Council as one of the
employers reacted against the collective approach, taking the
position any raises should‘be on the bhasis of individual merir.
300 builders' labourérs, 200 of them union members, then Walked
off their jobs on public works and other building projects to
conduct an open air meeting. Five‘days later, when the ?uild—
ers' exchange negotiated’'a compromise contract reducing hours
but maintaining wage rates; along the lines of a precedent
arranged with an assortment of building tradesmen in the spring,
eity commissioners still avoided a formal coﬁtract agreement
while assuring their sewer construction employees of equivalent
'treatment.37. Ldmonton unionists had some distance to go to
achieve‘coliective recognition for bargaining pro%edures,mlet'
alone prepare political campaigns. 1

Working people's concerns were thereforeqsubmerged in
the east-west controversy in the last half of 1906. That
confrontatlon derived substantial impetus from fall railway
affairs. First veteran alderman Thomas Bellamy reacted with
heated animosity to the city's detailed agreement with the
GTP in which, among other things, he foresaw problems of citi-
zen access to established east end streers across which the
GTP would be permitted ro build. West enders like Griesbach

38

displayed benign complacency during Bellamy's onslaught,

but the tables were neatly turned a few weeks later when it

)
0

came time to consider the simple request from the C.P.R. for

permission to cross several streets on the level from the
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nbrth end of the proposed high level bridge. These were in the
middle of the fashiqpable west end )residential area.

-During the debate on this,groposition over thetrext
three months, the Boafd of Trade was very glear about its rec-
ommendation: to force tx;yC.P.R._to cross in the east rather
ﬁhan the west end, a sqlution condemned by\one alderman as
blatantly "saving west end property at the deliberate expense
of east end property." Not only Board spokesmah William Short,
but also the leader of a bittér west end committee of. rate-
payers, prominent merchant and ex-Mayor John A. lMcDougall,
delved deep into traditional deonton business hostility for
the C.P.R. If thé location was, ngt to be moved, then Short;
the Board of Trade a;d Alderman fGrieshach among others looked’
for "an abatement of nuisénces" and some way to avoid cufting
main streets "to the detriment of the establiéhéd interests."

At the‘very least, west enders looked for a complex combination
of subway and overhead hypasses, no use of whistles or bells in
the vicinity, and the search for "smokeless.coal" or "othég
inoffensive motive power." Council addedla stipulation.that
the three }ailway compﬁnies agree to share a union station,
but even, the ass}sfanée of the federal government inAthe nego-

N
tiations éaVe scant hopé for that prospec§.39_ It yould be a
long time yet before the details were settled. -For the time
being one cannot help but notice that east enders_— even those 3
with long residence in Edmonton - saw no comparable need to
refer to old C.P.R. wounds«in discussion of the high level

bridge location.

They were far less sanguine about the Counqil's:select—
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ion of a site for the proposed isolation hospital, and other
resentments accumulated. A vitriolic letter to the editor of -
the Bulletin in August decried the arrogant assuription of
residential superiority in the west eﬁd and condemned theirxr
efforts to move £he C.P.R. bridge to the east end. Tfe wfiter
Qasbnot the first to recommend an east rather than the chosen
west end location for the planned parliament buildings. 1In a
May byelection to fill the aldermanic seat vacated by the new
M.L.A., J. R. Boyle, there was an east end candidate named
Koermann.nominated by indiviéuals, among others, with the names
Fibiger, Mikota and Nikiforuk. In November, F. W. Brown, pro-
prietor of the Hub Cigar Store, fostered the notion of a
straight east eng aldefmanic ticket and listed the year's griev-
ances iﬁ vehement style. "If I had my wady," he told a Bulletin
interviewer, "not a man west of first‘street would go ‘into next
year's Council, and this business of beautifying the west-end
with lovely bdulevards and elegant drives while labor is too
scarce to comply with the hundreds df applications forAgtreet
connections by east enders should stop." He depiored plans
for the ex@ensi&e new sewefvprojébt which seemed to him -to,
plaée 90 percent of new lateral lines west'ofAFirst street and

f ) . .
ke ﬁad similar ideas on the plannfd street car l%ne and paving.

He was outraged that the garbage incinerator was slated for

~

construction "right in the middle of the residential section

of the east end."

5%hey tell us that this garbage doesn't smell; that
the plant will be a nice place - in fact an ‘ornament.
All right. Then we will locate the plant somewhere
along McKay or Victoria. I think about a block from

the new parliament buildings would suit.40
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Large and boisterous public meetings in the east end
were followed byigetitions against the incinerator location,
for water connections to the populous north part of east Ed-
monton, and againstlongoing installation of pipe in large

parts of the west end there were no residents at all.

Another meeting chaired by Bro to select east end aldermanic

candidates was hugely attended, aldowing organizers to envision
a central\cemm&ttee of no fewer than 100 to direct a canvassar
for every bhlock in the city. No effort was made to pffect the
mayoralty campaidn, although the Journal later accuged thé
Liberal "machine" of puttindvspecial effort into campaigning
among Galicians against Griesbach. Indeed, at ode east end
meeting which packed Rudyk's hall "to.suffocation," all three
mayoralty candidates were given speaking tiﬁe, and all three .

showed their awareness of th® sudden east end agitation. . Vet-

eran .alderman Thomas Rellanmy expressed surprise and concern

s
9

at the evidence of sectional differences,%but was not above
“hoping for "a smoke stack in every blqck T it gave employ-
ment to labor." The fully‘employed could then move away from.‘
any smoke nuisance'whicb might result. Griesbach castigat.‘k
Rellamy fo; ‘his remarkable new patronizing air to east end |
worklngmen, then hlmself capltulated reluctantly to the idea
of ward representatxeh and posed as the champion of broader
represeq}ation through his scheme of an enlarged Council. The
third mayofalty candidate, Y. A. Dawson, noted that east end
neglect was matched by west end upset over C.P.R. rail loca-

tion plans, and claimed he would push water and sewerage ex-

tension>vigorously to prevent disease epidemics. That east .
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enders did not concentrate on the mayoralty contest is shown
in the balanced ‘division of support in east and west end Ed-
monton for‘the'gandidates, particularly frontrunners Griesbach

and Bellamy.41 . ' ~

The keynote of the east end aldermég;; campaign was
expressed by candidate Thomas Daly, who "said that he had no
particular grievance againsti%he present Council except that
they were very dirﬁylhousekeeper and that they swept a great
deal of dirt into the east end." A fellow candidate, Dr. W.
McCauley, attacked another east end copeern with his own cal— 
culation that there had been at least 500 cases of £yphoid in
the city during the summer_and 35 to 40 deaths as a consequence.
Hé maintained that "typhoid was a filth disease, a preventable

ndisea;e“ and that there waé no excuse for it if the city's

water and sewer works were in proper cqndition." Besides ;;e—
cific issues, the campaign contained other overtones. Candi-
date stﬁav Koermann, editor since 1903 of the German language

S

newspaper, the Alberta Herold, was a German immigrant by way

of Philadelphia and Winnipeg. The ethnic interest was alsg
_hinted in the use of Paul Rudyk's hall and in the innuendo

of Journal editorials. That an appeal was being made to labour
" was evident in the platform's clause promising union wages and ,
{union hours ;o.city employees.42 |

Nther pointé_of'discussion, sgch as the general problem

of coping with utilities expansion, did indeed arise, but the:
basic~east-west contest was underlined by the election results.

Conveniently for analysis, there were two pnllin stations!

one in the east end, one in the west end. Three of -the five
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east end wldermanic candidates wefe_successful, and the other
two placed $ixth (Koermann) and seventh in the field of fourteen.
Their success was clearly a function of their campaign on pe—
half of the east end residents: nearly 80 percen£ of their
support came at the\east end poll. By contfast, the other two

successful candidates pqugs B. Walker and Wilfrid Gariepy,

drew two-thirds of theirivotes from the west end poll.43 In

N
\

the mayoralty contest, .young Griesbach easily defeated the
veteran Bellamy and the inexperienced Dawson.

'Whereas a division of outlook was developing in Edmon-
ton to be both expressed and contained in the framework of the
municipal election, no such phénomenon appeared in Strathcona.
Formgr‘town solicitor N. D. Mills w¢. the mayoralty with an
attitude of vigorous attack on the problem of business stagna-
tion. In his analysis, "the business centre was a poor one
for thehsize of the town" because improvements were taxed; hg
would introduce a siﬁﬁle property tax to induce businessmen to
build on their lots as in Edmonton. Philosophically he bpposed
bonusing, but in the west of Canada he believed it necessary
to stimulate manufacturing industry. That was his reason fpf
supporting acquisition of a city charter which wduldvallow
Strathcona greatgr power over land. By contrast, his.oppénént,
A. H:. Richards, ;ejected the prospect of "bonusing every con-
cern on every hand” in favour of "a calm,‘cool council, per-
haps even a sldw council,"” alfhough his platformtdiffe;ed
little from Mills' in othdr details. Mills' dedication to
fﬁéure‘devélopmén; was expressed as well in his argument'for

iron water pipes in place of the wooden ones being installed.

“ . L \
\ ’ ’ A
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This broughr an angry reaction from incumbent Mayor Sheppard,
who evidently did not like the suggestion hié administration
had made the wrong - even a backward - choice. 1In Strathcona
the 51gn1f1cant issues reflected preoccupatlon with the failure
of Strathcona to match Edmonton's urban boom.44

‘ That boom had done more than increase Edmonton's popu-
lation. It transformed the Fdmonton éommunity; committed Ed-
montonians to the corporate approach to keebing the expansion
going and to the collective attack on common reguirements for
services. The municipal councils and related civic organiza-
tioms became increasingly and irrevocably important, not only
as expansion emphasized the need for physical and health ser-
vices, but also as the civic debt mounted. To discharge that
debt "woyld necessarily mean‘the continuation or édaptation of
the institutions through which it ﬁad accumulated. The eager
acéuisition of utilities was made by qﬁg community as a'whol;
(in financial terms)f the community as a whole must discharge
the cost over a long period of Eiag;énd the community alréady
had a“taste in some cases of the way this process inevitably
was extended by the necessity to maintain and 1mprove those
services. In addiition, the persistence of problems’ llke epi-
demic disease and poverty was forC1ng increasing communlty
attentlon to public health and welfare, a commitment equal]y
difficudt Eg retreat from once entered Finally, municipal ,
pOllthS functioned to neutralize resentments which simmered
during the process of urban growrh aﬁd integration. Edmonton-

ians were irrevocably on their way to an immersion in corporate

at the expense of individual existence. And the straih on
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‘Strathcona's capacity to provide urban services was:insistently
highlighting the easiergsolution of amalgamation with larger

Edmonton.
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. Chapter 11: Voluntary Associations.

Unlike the Women's Nospital Aids Societies of Edmonton
and Strathcona, which might in some respects be termed Fdmon-
ton's first service cluhs, the favourite clubs (at least numer-
ically) to claim the valuntary atteﬁb{pn of Edmonton men were
still fraternal lodges, ethnlcally deFlned associations, poli-
tlcal organizations (particularly the- Liberal Party) and select
local elite clubs. In the long 1ist it is difficult to notice
any change since. 1898 save expansion. In other fields, church
organlzatlons wWere undergoing a-transformation and new addltlons~
appeared in professional and occupationally defined societies,
cultural groups, militafy and juvenile organiﬁations. The im-
pressioh is therefore not of a radical break with established
v“}patterns but of a gradualrtransition to urban community forms
of voluntary association. Recreafional and especially sports
organization in 1906 illustgate the trend so well as to de-
serve special ex;mination.

o~ . »

The demand for pure fraternity could not be ‘expected to
decline while the city expanded. The’clubs of ritual rggher
than service therefore continuéd to proliferate, their titles
betraying their lack of other local purpose. Ancient, Inde-
‘pendent and Canadian Orders of Foresters, not to mention the
Edﬁonton Camp, Woodmen of the World, presumdbly reminded their
brethren of the ever remoter link they had with North'American
frontier conditions. %he‘Knights and Ladies of the Maccabees
evoked an even more distant chivalric tradition and the old
country to boot. The artificial attempt at exc1u51veness shone

through in the name of the Canadian Order of Chosen Friends.

235 .
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All manner of age~o0ld Masonic orders as well as the Oddfellows
swelled the fraternal ranks while chapters of the brand new
American orders of Elks and ragles signified modern trendiness.

‘Despite the "Canadian" lahel in some of the titles, the Edmon-

©

ton chapters were part of a North American phenomeron. The most
recent arrival, the Canadian Benevolent Order of Elks, for ex-

ample, owed its origin in November to the efforts of -a travel-

~

ling organizer; the Canadian branch was itself a late appendage
of .a gigantiec American organization hegun in New York not forty
years earlier. The continuipg popularity of fraternities was

demonstrated by an initial membership list of 280 young Elks

»

in Edmonton, average age .28, the largest Canadianichapter out-

'

side Toronto.1

. Newspaper reports of fraternal activities reveal little

or no diversity, merely an endless repetition of %ou{ine meet-
ings and "most enjdyable” social occasions, primarily whist
drives, dances and banquets. "Edmonton Tent No. 6, K.O.T.M.
(Maccabees), meets in Unity Hall, éandison Block, on the 1;t
and 3rd Wednesdays in each month at 8 p.m. sha;b{"‘read bne
perpetual and typical classified advertisement. "A cordial
welcome will be extended to all ;isiting Knights{" The ritual
filled in mﬁch meeting time, 'Th; Brethren of Jasper Lodge, A.F.

and A.M. were requested on one occasion to attend a "lodge of

instruction" at the Masonic Hall. Simple maintenance engaged

.

o~

the efforts of travelling organizers ~ sOmetimes. Americans -
even after successful formation; local lodges would occasionally
be obliged to meet with them as part of the reg&lar course

' : ~

of events. Participation in. provincial "grand lodges" also

Py

,f-d/ i;"_ .
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emphasized the national and intérnational: dimensions of the

12y

homogeneity being imposed.2 The Independeﬁt Order of Oddfel-
ffiows' G;and Lodge of Albe;ta was large enougb immediately on
;.its formation to have full represgntation in'the Canadian Sov-
ereign Grand Lodge, apparently an unusual sign .in Canada of
initial strength. On the local level too the Oddfellows were
firﬁly established. With a membership of’ 110 and growing,

the Friendship Lodge ofithe IOOF in Edmonton followed the Ma-

sonic and Orange loodges in the acquisition of its own meeting

—

hall. Its members even showed unusual imag%ﬁation in their

»

entertainments, supplementing the usual dances and formal balls

3 : )

with a summer steamboat excursjon.
N
_ ; 0

There was one very significant addition to the eity's
clubs which shared certain features of the fraternal orders.
The Imperial Order of Daughters of the Empire was of course a

sorority rather than a fraternity, but it was international in
e .

o« 3cope, its chapters homogeﬁeous'ig purpose and organizatien

Py

éver since‘its formation by the Br;tish Princess Louise at the
turn of the ;entury. The IODE spréng from a particular resur-
gence of imperial sentiment, wi#th definite objectives other
than to promote an imperial sisterhood. The "Westward Ho!"
Chapter in Fdmonton, theé first in Alberta, unéertook duties
"Imperial, Patriotic and Philanthropic" with a will; and a
second "Beaver House" Chapter (after the o0ld nickname for Fort
Edmonton) followed immediately. Their officers were the wives
of yery prominent Edmonton citizens, including Dr. H. C. Wilson,
(ex-H.ﬁ.A.f, Hon. C. W. Cross, and locah/Conservative M.L.A.,
A, F. Ewing.4 From the urban standpoint, two of their projects

L 2
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. had significant coﬁmunity impact, cerrainly more than their
\ call ‘on local churches to recognize Dominion Day in‘July 1 ser-
-‘w;ces. The "Westward Ho!" Chapter first prq’posed to raise
7 "meney to purchase an ambulance for tﬁe city. To thie end an
April "Ball Poudre" drew some 300 "men and maidens" to the
Thistle Rink and donatiqns were solicited throughout the year.
In November the "Beaver House" Chapter turned its energies to
a sch;;e which would both promote desirable imﬁigration and
£fill a demand among upper class Tdmontonians: to bring "do-
mestic servants fronm the motherland An interesting bhias
prevailed in their announcement that fScotch'girls being con-
sidered more adapted to Canadian.ways will have\the preference .
but any preferrifng either FEnglish or Irish may have them by ¥
mentioning the fact in their application." -Application here
meant advance payment of the fare from Liverpool to Edmontbn
in return for a six month guaranteed stay by the domestlc ser-
nt at a low wage less "deductions until the ﬁqremyas paid
bac‘ FQ the empleyer. The genlus of the scheme wa; thought
to be its absolute zero cost except for serQ&des rendered and
. its expected tendency to encourage other British family mem-
bers to come afterward. S 7
Though it had broader ramifications, the IODE was the
’ Edmonton}organizarien closesr to the later style of t" ser-
vice cluby required to make a contribution to the community.
A
“‘. The INDE was also different from the fraternal orders in its
frank identificationiWirh.the Rritish Fmpire, while most of
the others (save ghe %oyal Oranée Order) had a North‘American /s

rd i

context. There were other societies in Fdmonton and Strathcona
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with similar groundings in affection for t£e traditions of the
homeland. !lany of them‘were equally British, but we have al-
ready seen in the introduction to Edmonton's ethnic groups the
persistence of French organizations and the emergence“of Ukrain-
ian and German cqmmunitiés. Of these new immigrant manifesta-
tions, the Germanvclub Fdelweiss was the most public. Its chair=-
man was none other tham federal immigration agent C. W. Sutter.'
Its meetings had a distinctive cultural overtone, with, for ex-
ample, German musical'selections prqviding some of the attract-
ion; but on the other hand, British traditions were likewise
represented in Scottish c¢club entertainments and the Edelweiss
Club staéed dances and balls much as the other sociai clubs of
the city would do and with the same orchestras. A new variant
of old country culture was visibly récognizable in the erection
of a hall for the Club Edelweiss in the east end on Kiﬁistin;
Avenue. That it was useful for other German ipstitutiéns as

well was illustrated by the meeting held there by a travelling
5, ) :
German Reformed Church missibr;_a:xry.6 : /

12
4

Would not this alien cluster point- in the city retard

IS

3

i

rather than promote civic community? For that matter, wdﬁld
not the gatherings of French, language organizations, or'sucﬂ
diverse British sociefies as the Sons of Eﬁgland, the Braemar
Circle, the Caledonian Society and the vehemently anti-English
United Irishmen not themselves tend to divert cooperative .. _ :
energy from the new urban communityhin which their members

'

found themselves? Not likely. For Edmonton in 1906 it may

-

‘not be easy to prove the validity of American urban historian

(Blake McKelvey's perceptive insights on the role bf urban
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ghettoes as assimilative agencies’for "self-conscious minori-
ties." McKelvey has argued that even violently separate groﬁps“
have actually assisted the assimilation process in American
C{Lties.7 But a glance at the activities of Edmonton's "old
country" clubs reveals only the mildest social identificétién
of magnitude scarcely substantial enough- to shake the larger
community. In fact, there is littie doubt thatithey could only
have made whatever social or psychological adjustmegts were
necessary;easier by providing a little of the familiar pleas-
antries of old in the new place. )

The UnilLd Irishmen gathered their forces in Hafch, to
organize a banquet in celebration of St. Patrick's Day, March
17. "Lodge Fdmonton" of the Soﬁé‘bf Rngland was simply\a fra-
ternal order to which membership w;S resfricted by #he qua}ifi—
cation of birth or parents' birth in England.8 The Braema£
C?rcle regﬁlarly enjoyed "the usual dance program, songs, co;net
solos, Highland flings and Scotch yeels." Their oﬁiy depéréure
was almagnaniﬁous one for the city, the presentation of a
"Scotch concert"” in the Thistle Rink to raise money for the

(8

pdblic hospital. The St. Andrew's Society annual highlight

<

{Twas a January Robbie Burns banquet, to which the Lieutenant-

Governor, cabinet ministers and M.L.A.s and civic leaders were

invited, and at which toasts were traded with "sister societies"
like the St. jean Baptiste Society and the Sons of ©ngland.

When Scotsmen were invited in December to form the Caledonian

’

Society, the fifty who responded did so specificaliy'to hold

weekly social meetings, sometimes to the tunes of the $agpipe.
J ' .
On "Hogmanay Night" (New Year's Eve), they extended the Stottish



2l

celebration to dancing.9 Altogether, these descriétions give
the dual impression of innocent traditional entertéinment acconm-
panied by occasional gestufes of commitment to the larger Ed-
montén community. @
As prosperity prevailed and seemed to ihcrease daily,
. thnse who hag been in Fdmonton @and Strathcona since at least
the 1890s saw their earlier persigtence vindicated. It was
perhgps’not surprising that old timers should wish to take cre-
dit for current good fortune.: Sentiments like those in the
following paean to‘Edmonton lovingly composed bf a local resi-
Aent and pnrinted in the Bulletin were not unusual.A‘SeVeﬁ ver-
ses praised the city's founders for their gatience and hard
work in slow times and expressed a conviction that those early
Edmpntonians alone created the boom.
A A1l praise to thosé who, tireless, wroucght,

Who to this work such skill have brought, -

That all these things have come to Dbe

WRose consummation now we see.l0
Organized recognitinn of these nioneers was still, as in 1898,
embodied in the 01& mimers' Assnciation, hut the nrganizations
of a new elite were 5eginning to overshadow it. The exclusive
zdmonton Club, formed in 1899 by 54 charter members, showed a'
membership of ébout 130 in 1906: It was enough to enable the
construction of a spacious new clubhouse. Memhérship depended
on sponsorship and acceptance hy club mémbers and substantial
entrance aﬁd continuing subscription fees., That it was purely
lah elite social tlub of the city meant to transcend other divi-

sions was emphaéized by the very first article of the consti-

tution, which forbade absolutely not only projects but even
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mere discussions of a pblitical or a religious natufe. Another
indication of intent was the insistence on decorum and dignity:
<"§o whistling, singing or unseemly demonstrations are permitted
in the Club house."’ The Fdmonton Club included very few Strath-
conans. The first session of the Alherta 1egislaturé provided
an alternative, a charter for a Strathcona Club, hut only desgul-
tory discussions of this»possibiiity took place iﬁ November.ll

The preponderance of professional men brought together
for the urban community in the Fdmonton Club were simultaneoﬁsly

. o
involved energgticaily in a new range of professionalwsocieties:
legal, medi;al, pharmaceutical, architectural and ve;erinarian.
Their purpnses were of course primarilyvself-regulatory, an
éffort.to cope collectively with their economic and technicgij
probleﬁs, but the Northern Xlberta !ledical Association, at
least, had further urban significance. Mainly an organization
of Edmontbn‘and Strathé&Qa medicai ﬁen, the Associétion was a
convenient group.for consultation on matters of.pgblic health.
In 1906 this took the form of a raguest for expért ctudy of
Fdmonton's plans for an isolation ﬁbspital, In othér respects
N ‘ .

the medical men's first priority in 1206 was the same as for
other professions: reorientation of their organizations within
a provincial rather than the previous territqrial pbntext.
Amidst (the reorganization two new assotiations affecting Ed-
monton proféssionals were charterad: the Alherta Soci?ty of
Archiﬁectg and the Alggrta Veterinary Assoéiation.12

The proliferation of professipnal specialists in Ed-

monton and their coordination of effort in societies had-their

counterparts in other areas. Because of its agricultural
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setting Edﬁontoﬁ was the setting for the meetings of agricul-
tural organiéations: the Alherta Farhers' Association, the
Ameriqan éociety of Fquity, and the Alhberta Poultry and Pet
Association. On the other hand, a particularly urban group
serving those farmers was also organized as the ©dmonton Dis-
trict Retail ‘'lerchants' Association, which included Strathcona,
Fort S;skatchewan\and St. Albert representatives.13 All these
organizations did more than merely coordinate specialisﬁs of
.a kind. qually important, they intfoduced provincial, Cana-
dian and international standardizakion to Edmontoqxgpdctices;
they helped make Edmonton life in certain respects indistin-
;guishablé from urban life eisewhere.

. A similar hniversality was evident in the overwhelming
visibility of Liheraﬁ?Party organization in Rdmonton's federal
and provinciél politics. Although there were“cgrtainly plenty
Sf prominent citizens allied with the Conservative Party, the ‘

-

Tiberals in 1906 seemed determined to identify the community

with their organization. Though there was a Conservative news-

paper (the Journal) which was ever ready to take issue with

its Liberal rival (the Bulletin), in other respécts the Con--
servatives still had no equivalent to the Liberal organizational
activitiesi -Firmiy established in‘both federal and provincial
governments, the Liberalé had no difficulty winning a Strath-
cona (urban and rural) federal byelection with a Stréthcona

candidate, Dr. W. McIntyre.14 Rut there was more to Liberal
. ; .

preeminence in the Fdmonton urbhanism than that.
The senior organization in each constituency was the

Liberal Association which, for the most part, devoted itself

A\
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to regular husiness meetings. On occasion, however, its mem-
hers could stage é spectacular civic event desiqgned to impress
citizens with the magnitude of the local Liberal fact. Frank

_ Oliver was "Honourable" now, a cabinet‘minister in the Laurier
government with an extremely important western portfolib, that
of the Interior. In October, local Liberals took édvantage of
his visit to Edmoﬁton to stage a massive publicity event, a
banquet in his honour in Thistle Rink. . Mot far helow 500 tick-
ets were soid for the extravaganza; néarly 450 men sat down

to the feést, including deontop('alderman and .president of the
Liheral Association of Edmoﬁton,'R. J. Manson. fhe Association
and Party in Edmonton cut across ethnic lines, so that in addi-
tion to the British and French names, the list of officers in-
cluded G. Koerma.nn.15 An even more active and reguiar community -
presence'was.eStablished by the new Young Liberal Club, which
expressly added té a political function the social one of fra-
tefnity and collectivé engerﬁainment. Less than a fear 61d

at the beginning of 1906, é year later the Club boasted‘an
active membership of 185 tO»participate in mock parliaments,
debates on women's suffrage or the Question of Chinese ex¢clu-
sion from Canada, and the recreatibn of a well rehearsed male
c}\torus.l6 In 1906 no loéal L.neral doubted that the Libheral
Party repregented nAmonton in the province's and nation's po-
litical arenas. )

cultural.integration was only haltingly promoted by
;6rganized groﬁps in FAmonton. The re;évant organ!zatigns in
this field were of two kinds: literary and musical. Their

interests were more specific than was the mass entertainment
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brought into fthe city from outside (which will be discussed
separately), bhut their effect in highlighting works generally
acéepted in the western wprld was the same, only weaker. Con—.
sider the programs of the High Séhool Literary Societies, the
‘Literary Society of Alberta College, the Women's Literary So-
ciety and the Alberta Literary Society. The young people's
societies concentrated on debates, recitation and elocution, .
hut on occasion produced musical'programé of standard works.
The Woméh's Literary Society speﬁt the spring reading and dis-
cussing Shakespeare's "As You ‘Like it." A comparahle Tadies'
Musical Society met in memhers' homes reéularly.

| In 1906 FEdmonton took a major step into the mainstream
- of Canaﬁién military life. Str anuary rumours that three
independenflsquadrons of’&anadian Mountéd iifigs-were to be
formed in Edmonton, Strathcona‘and Fort Saskatchew;ﬁxyere'turned_
into'reality late in April. BEdmonton's !lajor 5. Patoﬂ“gnd

-y
Strathcona's Major F.: C. Jamieson received instructions to en-

‘roll seventy-five non-cormmissioned officers and men

in each of "A" and "B" Squadrons. Paton and Jamieson each
had ﬁhe assistance of five commissioned officers, Rgég;ns-in—
cluding Lieutenant W. A. Griesbhach. The new mﬁ&étary présence'
had several interesting social effects which became obvious
du:igg the two weeks of the first annual training camp from

- the end of June into early July. First, éll-three sqdadrons
camping and‘drilling togethéf»on "Groat's flats" along the
North Saskatchewan river in Edmoﬁtqn's west.end could not help

but attract general attention frqm'surrounding cliffside view-

pg;ﬂts. The camp was open to visitors for a time each after-

x
2

S
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noon. One Saturday night the non—qommissioned officers and men
of "A" Squadron (Rdmonton) gave a "smoker and bonfire enter-~
taingent" to all their friends. Sunday church parades were
advertised and the public invited. 4The,Canadian Mounted Rifles
'concludgd their training with a public” show of their marching
form at the Edmonton Exhibition on a day when 3,300 visitors
paid to attend the fair and countless school children were ad-

‘mitted free of charge.18

-

T™he officérs defined a new element (albeit. with many
of the same Eidividuéls) of Edmonton's elite. Ladies attend-
ing an "At Home" given by the officers. at the camp were."re-
‘ceived by the officérs in full dress uniform." When the same
officers staged a formal dinner in honour o¢ the visiting In-
spector General of the Canadian Militia, Lord Aylmer, their
guests included Licutenant-Governor Bulyea; the Hon. Frank
Oliver, Attorney Genefal Cfoss, ﬁhe two mayors, Strathcona
M.P. Dr. McIntyre, Senato?s Roy ana Talbot, EdmontonhBoard of
‘mrade President A. T. Cushing, =4monton <lub President T. A.
Stevenson, Edmonfon Exhibition Association President Joseph
Morris, RMWMP Captain Strickland, !M.L.A. Frank Walker and the
Rev. "enry Allan Gfay. Lord Aylmer, with his staff and offi- )
cers of the C.M.R., was subsequently entertained at luncheon
by édmonton city officials. Equnton and Strathcona were
'successfuliy integrated into the:Cahadian military tradition
with the establishmeﬂf of the C.M.R. squadrons. Furthermore,
at the end of the year plans were underway to enroll-men in
a local infantéy‘regiﬁeéf.}g |

- ~
Some of this might help to expléin the popularity in

¥
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their first year of the Roys' RBrigades. Already underway be-
fore ‘1906, the BRoys' Brigades ofgSt. Paul's and All Saints'
Anglican, McDougall and Grace ‘ethodist, and First Presbyterian
churches were troubled in the first few months of the year by
poor attendance at regular meetihgs.\ Drill and various pro-
érams filled the meetings, including in one case a slide lec-

ture on the Roer* Mar by Rev. Y. A. Gray, and in several others

the participation of the boys in recitation and song presenta-

tions. An upswizi By enbership,” whether coincidental or not,

followea'thg.é'z y England Qf fifty boys' uniforms.
. ) o . ¢ . .

R Sa i E. N v P o
The Brjgaded xad jtl 1y coordinated—by an executive coun-
s 0 " o o 4 : ] T -
cil Ofrwhft’;.g - the ﬁaponton Battalion (V. Aw_Griesbach,
< T - | T \—“

honorary presidéﬁE?é&LRy_late April, a membership of Qell over
100 boys was réported'to ﬁattalion Co?ncil’méétings; in May a
Brigade at first,Baptist Church joined the Battalion: Members
by this time sporﬁed not only uﬁiform; but élso rifles, ;nd
were reviewed by C.M.R. officers at the June C.M.R. camp and
at theuExhisition. Bugle bands were contémplated'by the All
saints' Anglican and Grace Methodist Brigades, but in.the fall
activity:tapered"off once again to regalar pafades-and variety
prgsentations.zo
Whilé it was a notahle phenomenon:ésAan extension of
the military flavour inﬁo “dmonton societyy it is perhaps even
more remarkable as an introduction to tﬂe increasing emphasis
of major Prote§tant churches on non-worship commugity activi-
ties. The Boys' Brigade was oréanized‘under the direction of
vAnglican Rev..Hérbert Wilkinson in 1905 on the Ontario model

with which he was familiar and which he said would have "a

1

N



disciplinary as well as a social and religious" purpose.
All the major denominations had déveloped men'é: women's aag'
young people's societies, of which several had advanced hayond.
purely religious worship and fraternity. The !tethodist, Pres-
byterian andiBaptist men's and youth groups in particular
often met to debate issﬁes of local or national community in-

‘
terest: taopics included government Pwnership of the "liquor ~
Eraffic", government ownership of great monopolies like fail-
ways and mining companies, the merits of commercial'competition
tg.economic progress, the aholition of the Canadian Eenate, |

-

the value of the British Crown, comparative merits of certain
. \ . E—

nationalities, the relativé suveriority of country versus city
life, and the relationship of advanced civilization to true

-

ﬁappinéssm; Several different'groups engaged in literary stu- ,
~dies, chiefly of Tennyson.22 .

.Entertainmeht by and for these clubs was often too
popular for the.confines of church halls! and might bé staged »
in the Oraﬁge Hall) on tke north sidé or Ross Hall on the south
side of the river.' Eirst Presbyterian young peop}e once p:e;
sented a “Scotch'social"; First Baptist'young people an "Iriéh"
social and both All Saints' Anglican and the south side St;
Anthony's Catholic churches seemed to favour the game known
as "progressive pedro". Skating partiés and "At Homes" were
popular in winter; lawn socials in summer. St. Paul's Angli-
can Church had an athletic club. 0ccé§ionally tiere was inter-
denominational cooperation, as when the Young Men's Club; of

- Grace Methodist and St. Paul's Anglican churches arranged a

chess tournament. The value of such social interchange not just

a
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to the churches but also to the larger urban community was made
explicit in a practice of the First Presbyterian congregation.
The intention of its regqular well-attended "social hours" after
Sunday evening services was to welcome strangers.23\~w

Sometimes entertainment was offered by these organiza-
tions with the help of congregational choirs to the community
at large, usually in the form of concerts partly or entirely
seéularg put sometimes in other forms. The "Willing Workers''
Mission Band" of All/Sainta"Anglican church provided the music
for Edmonton's annual fancy dress costume skatidg carnival at
Thistle Rink, attended by more than 1,000 revellers. Anglican
ana Catholic ladies contributed to Edmonton's‘midsémmer fair
by running thg dining halls. All Saints' Ladies' Aid presented
a comic tab%égu, "lMrs. Jarléy's Wai Wogks" to a packed house.
That there aould be quite a range in_the-flavour of entertain-
ments prov1ded by d fferent congrecations was obhvious during
the Chrlstmas season. Strathcona's Hdly ?rlnlty Anglican Sun-
day school concert in ﬁoss Hall Provided items like "Santa
Claus and the Mouse" and a "May Pole DPrill," while a neigh-
bouring Baptist concert was held in the church with a much more
re&olutely.worshipful p;ogram.?4 Despite 'these differences,
all the established congregations were eﬁuaily energetic and
undoubtedly contributed a hefty share of Edmonton'svcoﬁmuhity
soc1al activities.

While no flgures are easily at hand for this inter-
éensus vear, the largest denomlnatlonal representation - indi-

r JUep—

cated by as many as three congregations each in Edmonton and

Strathcona and: éggandlng facilities - was still Presbyterlan,

Iy
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Anglican, Methodist, Roman Catholic and Baptist. The last named
seem to have expanded their membership considerably since 1898,
with a new church capacity of 600 on the norg\ side and a

notable increase in their community involvement.25

Within their own confinés,land with far less public”
profile, some of the smaller congregations may have served some
of the same functions, often with ethnic and class twists. An
account of the origin of the German Raptist church, formed on
the combined initiative of westerﬁ>¢éhadian Baptists ahd the
American Germéﬁ'Baptist Conference, emphasizes tte majority of
"servant girls gnd labourers" who comprised the early congre-

. n _
_gation. A survey of occupations for citizens of German ethnic

origin in Henderson's Directory roughly confirms the same work-

ing class (Wahnurers and tradesmen) characteristics for the

two German Lutheran congregations whose memhers made up a far
larger population than did the German Baptists.26 Even though
the initiative for Ukralnlan Greek Catholic organlzatlon iﬁ
LEdmonton came fron Roman Catholic officials anxious to fend

off the mlnlstry of Protestants and of Russian Orthodox prlests,
the formatlon of St. Josaphat S parlsh was aCCepted by 1ts
people agaln largely on the basis of ethnic famlifarxty These
churches, we might speculate w1th>reasonable assurance, pro-
vided a social huffer against the’strangeness 6f local institu-
tions and thus eased the tqanéition: As with the Germans, the
“Pkrainians ministered to were mainly servant girzs in” Protest-
.ant households gradually supplemented by dorklng class fami-
lles.27 f-’} ’

The east end was, on the other hand, thewusual location

4
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for an entirely different religious manifestation: the revival

:meeting. The Rev. C. J. Huestis of McDougall Methodist Church'
(in city centre at the fr%age of .the east end) seeos to have
perceived a need early in‘'¢he year when he conducted a sgeries
of evening "special revival meetings" himself. cBut the segular‘

denoninations were not normally responsible foresuch serdices.
" -

The Rev. Oscar 1. Klng, Q;ee ethodist m1551onary who divided
his time between the city and the countryside ‘in hlS revival
meetlngs,began wigh services in private homes at the beginning

of the year, briefly got the cooperation®of German Baptist
‘*:
. clergyman A.’qagar to hold evening services with the helg.of
mc ’
* Pev. MNrs, Lizzie J. King in the German Baptist Church amd when

" the weather improyed pitched his Gospel Tent at the corner of

east end Syndlcate and Clara streets.‘ There he‘addressed de- v;yﬂ
.cidedly personal rather than community subjects- )bne was "Hell

\ ' 5
- Where it is; WHat it is; and Who goes there."™ ithout ex-

i

(4K } B .
actly becoming w1despread the phenomenon showed signs ofﬁbeﬂf

coming a dlstlnctEYQ urban occurrence, one unassoc1ated w1th

the city's middle class. In Nove&ber a series of "spec1al . .
'evangelistic?services" was conducled in east end Unity Hali7
and in the south side Walters Hall by a visiting Engllshhevan— !
elist'and his asslstant.zg_ Without too mucb?gtnetch of tg;‘h
1mag1natlpn, thes; services can be seen as: ao;;als to discon-

A -

~ftented souls with messages of basic truﬁﬁ% de51gned to set then

K.—“‘-:}"

;Jat rest. As such they had palllatiue urban soc1a1 51gn1f1cance.

s,

TNO new non-congregatlonaﬁ"1nst1tutlons *of establlshed
e

%cbgfches had become most conspicuous by 1906: Alberta.College

o

.>?aﬁd3the Yoﬁng Men's Christian Association. In tbis short period
- -} . I
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preceding the opening of the University of Alberta, the Alberta
College enjoyed its greatest impact on the“community. Farly
‘in 1903 officers of McDougall Methodist Church campaigned in
favour of~a Methodist college ln Fdmonton. Finding enthusiasm :
ahd financial support in‘Edhonton, a committee of the Manitoba
and North-Yest Conference of the. Methodist Chu:ch recommended

L =~ I

actlon, whlcvaas fhenvplanned jolntly by the Canadlan Methodist"

Church' s,ggcrétapgﬁb‘ qucatlon and,ﬁke local congregatlon. In

July“'lQ%,Ptoéssor J. H. Riddell of Wesley College, Wlnnlpeg
&

,Lnuﬂ%eﬁ’to.become Alberta College s flrst principal, and

e

i gégrperatlon by the ‘legislative assembly of ‘the Northwest

Q
Terbi{ornes followed in 1904 Unable to make an academic link
w;t\\the University of Nanatoba, Alberta College accepted affll-
1atlon with McGill Unlver51ty, which permltted the College -

to orov1de two years of the Arts course which would be accre-
v

dited tolstudents:wishing to .proceed to a third year at McGill.

Until l90&¢,therefore, Alberta College occupied a’special posi-
’ 29 '

tion in the lives of educated Fdmontonians. '\'

By 1906 Alberta‘College educated and trained more than

‘300 students annually, the majority not in the university pro—

'gram; it is true, but rather’i9 matriculagion and commercial
) ) 4&"4 t. .
courses. Anaadvertiéemeht'forﬂﬁaytime and evening typing and
\
shorthand courses boasted that 100 graduates of those courses

had been succé‘gfully placed 1n stenographers and related
)

wffice p051tlons. Othe? aft ~time programs were offered in

musio and elocution. PrinC1pal Riddell, though delighted tQat
the College appeared to be satisfying substantial and diverse

demang; professed the College's primary aim to be "to to&chi;fﬁ

-“"V » . i LIS N . ’b ‘l;{’ .

. - I
e, . . ] AT
. f .
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the lives of the young men and women and enrich thé citizenspip
of our growing province." Many residential students were from
points outside Edmont@p énd Strathcona, but the gellege was
known best within the urban centre. Participation in football -S

and hockey cbmpetition with other ¢ity teams as well as oora-
. : : L&

sional presentations of music and elocution reinforceq ¥
‘ : ~

impression. The Colley. s profile was much higher tmh t

of a private day school for girls which was concurrently get-
]

' ting organized. The official opening of a new Alberta College o
: ' ~

school year in November drew more than 300 onlookers, including »
. : . . ’

the Premier, the Ljeutenant-Governor and the mayor,30 : 'ZT.

Of even more significance toe the urban community was

the ambitious organization of the Young Men's Christian Asso-s

ciation. It@ias rather symbolic thét/1904, the year'ofggity' -
'3 h

incorporation, was the year the highly organized Y.M.C.A. fofg’y
' ) 5 . ’ '..-‘A -
placed the voluntary Edmontoﬁ’Young Men's Institute which had

’

depended since 1899 largely on the time and effort donated by,

”

such busy fatherly figures as John §§ HcDbugall and Rev. II. A.

- ' 3
Gray. When ‘the organization of hdékéy; tennis, lacrosse, cri-
- - . {.4

cket, instructional classes apd a debating clwy gyew beyond

the capacity of the voluntafy 6rganizer§bto coordinate them,
McDougéil turned to a ﬁore profeg;ional substitute. His dis-
cussions late in 1903 with other men concerned téfe;sure‘organ—
ized recreation for men in the guréeoning city led t& a mass
meetiné 5; January, 1904 to initiate plans for formation of a

Y.M.C.A. chapter. On the advice of the international secretary

of the long established Y.M.C.A., W. M. Pérsons, money was imme-

d;ately;gubscribed for the'pUrchase of lots and a committee was

’
¢ -

]
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struck to canvass for building funds. The original organizinyg

committees and boards of directors were peopled by individuals
whose names reéd like a "who's Qho" of Fdmonton business and
proﬁessionél men. X location was acguired in 1905 and in Janu-
ary, 1906 the Roard foilowed ﬁormal Y.M.C.A. procedure by in-.
viting R. B. Chadwick, secretary to the Y.M.C.A. in Belleville,
Ontario, to become paid executive secretary for the Fdmonton
chapter.3l

- -~

On his arrival in April, Chadw1ck outllned the imme-

.diate requirements: offlcers and a board of dlrectors of pr&m-

inent bu51nessmen #o build facilities worth up 5 S‘?S 000, and _

-the appointment of a director of physical act1v1tr§sﬁf6r %he“’

. . . *J )g .
&lub as the beginning of a paid staff. By Juné a ne 'qampalgn
TRy
for $60,000 was underway (to_which well ovev $45, OOQ wa sy “_jv.i;
Wt ;\
"‘21\-4 <

scribed at year end), an architect was busy and a general con
tractor was readyv to begin WOr&f Ixcavation was complete in
August and construction begun. Dufingvthe Akﬁlic appeal for
funds, chadwick’ explained‘ that the Y.M.C.A. 'lﬁrpose,, to
develop men."mentally, morally and\physically," would ;equire
separate religious, sducation, physical, information,;employ—

ment and relief departments. The physical trainer would take

'charge of the intelligent direction of the play spirit in order

to instill good habits in boys "unconsciously". Similar commu-
nity services would be performed for older men in businessmen's,,
and technical education classes. He summed up, by quoting U.S.

R s {
President Roosevelt's accolade tflat t¥e Y.M.C.A. "is one of
{

- the most potent influences in the life of the,natlon in pro—

\.
moting'Christian:citizenship." Even Methodist Rev. H. C.
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Huestis' insistence that the Y.M.C.A. was not a substitute for
church participation only emphasized'further the appeal of the'
organization for its larger community value when he called it
"an institution that commands the attention of successful
businessnen." In November prepafation began for a provincial

bill of 1ncorporatlon modelled .on that of the Toronto Y.M.C.A.

Both the Act of incorporation and the building were completeéd L

in 1907. Significantly, the charter added to Chadwick's ear-

k4

lier. statement of Y.M.C.A. objectives the "social" improvement
of young men. ,%gw M

This highly structured Protestant extension into urban
community development contrasts markedly wlth the lag in the
impetus of Protestant social purity movements. Activity seemed
limlted to perlods of specific controversy, such as the June
hearlngs on applications for liquor licenses. The Raptlst Cgurch
had early in the year declared its opposition to the granting .
of anyyiiquor licenses outside the city's business district,
partlcularly any which miqght be proposed for the v1c1n1ty of

the C.N.R. station. Nevertheless, Paul Rudyk's new east end

International Hotel received its llcense, although two res-

\
'

;taurants dld not. The Baptists were roused to stage an iso- "

s
ﬁlated ralIy The Alherta Methodlst Conference happened to be

v&etlng at that time in deonton° it took time out-to r solve

e
9

ﬁ% fawvour of a "strong stand for prohlbltlon of the liguor bar."

.-
The technlqd?sﬁoﬁ temperance sermons and temperance prayer
{ A

TFetlngs were thi limit, hqwever, of Methodist prohibitionist

1mag1natlon, save ?or«bhg éall by Huestls for moral reform
4

workers, to_partlclp&t!'xn_mun1c1pal politics to"det on the
- i ) \\
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'inside;?and get control of the ‘rganization."' Only Principal
Riddell of Alberte College seemdd %o take his duties eeriously,
leading'a delegation to press'Céty Council to forbid liquor
licenses. to restaurents "on the%ground_that‘they were practdgally
licensing saloong" and endangering young men. Alderman Gries—
baéﬁhresponded that "he was a young man himself and he did not
feel much afraid."32 | | .
In the characterization of "saloonsf lurked the par-

allel fear of debilitating‘gambling and prostitution. Open

gambling in connection-with the July Exhibition was resisted

on both sides of the river as a "disgrace"to tne city" and pri-

marily a police problem: prosti®ution was .treated in ways

‘which demonstrated an official attitude of resignetion. In re-

sponse to one complalnf Alderman Picard pointed out ﬁhatlthe'

area in questlon - around Norwvbod schoel in the north-east -

had not heen part of Edmonton before Clty 1ncorporatxon. Ex-

tension of the bodndaries ther :;e‘placed within city limits

a red light district wh;se res{dgnts had'nor intende@;&p}estab—

lish themselves there. He therefore advocated séme“leniency,

but civic officials moved to have rhe "npuees of ill rame" re- =,
~ " "moved. fn'Deeember, however,_police raias on "sporting houses"

continued to result intéubStantial fines being cqllected in

police court. Newspaper reports seeméd to treat rhe,problem

as normal; In Strathcona, there was a variation on'rhe theme: ii

there a petition reached Council asking that town boundaries

be/ extended to 1ncnude the "houses of ill fame" situated just

beyond the frlnge,,presumably so town policemen.could make

. A :
arrests. Council was cofhtent to leave jurisdiction in this
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touchy matter to the RNWMP: boundaries remained for the time

being as they were.33

Yet moral reform raised at be?E'sporad;c enthusiasm.
Members ofiéhe fraternal order known.és the Royal Tg%plars of
Temperance, whb had settled down 'to a routine of bi—ggg;hly
meetings interspersed with an occasional social "At Home?,
priefly launched-a‘membership dri&e. The Presbytery of‘Ed—
monton gpt 1little further than a resolutionlon "The Relation
of Preshyterianism to National Righteousness” whiqh urged Pres-
byterian clergyme? to deal "firmly ahd wisely" with the problems
of "teﬁﬁerance, Sécial‘purity and civic righteousness." Iron-
’}ically, the§ theﬁ indicated pretty clearly the key stumbling
block by their call for Presbyterlan‘oiganlzatlons to provide
flnanblal supnort For cLergymen_ who mlght allenate some of
.-e 3
their normal sources%by a forthrlght stand on the issues. Aside
from formatlon of a temperance and moral reform committee late
in thg year, little else was heard on the subject in Edmonton.34
The cause was moribund despite the continued’activity‘
of the Women's Christian Temperance Union; The gentleman who
worried in a letter to the Bu¥letin early'in the year that
prohibitionist agitation worked a‘"serious evil” by "filling
the community with bitterness and asking good citizens.to cast
aside public works with the one objectf of gi%@inatiﬁg dispen- -
. sa;ion of liquor need not have concerned himéelf. Edmonton's%
may have been the AlSerta 1.C.T.U.'s "banner Union as régards
hembership;" yet ip had but fifty—ohe active members; Strathcona's

8éighteen. Aside from distributing over 200,000 pages of tem-

perance literature to lumber and ﬁining camps and another 1,500
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or so to the C.P.R. railroad station and the Strathcona immiﬁra-
tion hall, the local W.C.T.U. chapters made lifele‘impact. The
Strathcona union managed to get 400 south side sunday School
children to take a pledge ef total abstinence from liquor aﬁd‘
to petition Town Council in opposition to the menece of slot
machines, but otherwise both unions were more engaged in commu-
nity services like hospital work and financial assistance to
tﬂ! Y.M.C.A. bulldlng fund. Mor did the sporadic meetings of
the Edmonton Bran@h of the Lord's Day Alliance spark noticeable
ienthusiasm.BS

Clearly the temperance work ef the W.C.T.U. was tdging;
a teﬁporafy~back seat to the boqg:stimulated g??anization df~
the Y.H;C.A.; a dif?erent kind o eommunity service. There )
had been a shift in interdenominational energies, one‘in which
promineﬁt'laymeh of various congregations were far more vitally
involved than they had ever been in prohlbltlonlst crusades. -
It is agalnst the back&round of the Y. M c.A. that the January
ecumenical week of prayFr and pulpit exchange among Presby-
terian, Methodist and B%ptlst clergymen, Or the,i&me anneuhce—
ment of Alberta wethodlst Conference w1111ngness to ‘consider
denominational chdrchogplon in ‘Canada must be understood. The
city's develmeent foréed attention to £he possibility, it |
seems, not tﬁ; clergymen. Thus, a Bulletin editorial approv-
ing the Methodlst position made just two intriguing points:
first, that unigue western friendliness among denomlnatlons
on a practical basis favoured such a move; second, that the

"primal purpose" would be "that society should receive the moral

{ - ,
upkft which is the real purpose and mission of all churches

P TN

&
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[italics added]." WNo theological argument here, nor any con-
cern for individual salvation. Those debates were evidently
left to the city's Ministerial Association formed early in

the year.36
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12. EB, February 2, 21, March 8, 21, June 4, 5, 25, July 6,
September 8, 1906. f

13. wEJ, January 11, 1906; EB, February 3, 12, 21, March 8,
13, 23, November 17, 19, December 18, 1906.°

N"‘



14. EB, March 14,4+17, April 6, 7, 1906.

15. FB, January 13; March 14, 17, 22, April 6, 7, June 26,
27, October 6, 1906.

16. EB, January 16, 18, February 5, April 9, June 15, 18,
September 8, November 20, December 5, 1906. ‘

17. EJ, January 6, 1906; *B, January 11, 13, 24, 27, March
7-9, 13, 20, 22, 27, June 12, 26, -Septemher 8, November 19,
24, 30, December 3, 1906. :

A N
18. EJ, January 8, 11, 1906 EB, April 30, May 1, June 19,
21-25, 29, 30, July 3, 1906.

19. FEB, June 21-27, November 7, 1906,

20. EJ, January 6, 1906; EBR, January 5, 11, 22-24, February 5,
April 23, 25, May 9, June 28, 30, July 3, October 6, November
19} 1906. ' '

21. Frank A. Peake, "The Beginnings of the Diocese of Fdmonton,
1875—19§§" (Unpublished 1. A.-Thesis, University of Alberta,
1952), bl~62. _

22. FEB, January 2, 15, 29, %February 26, March 7, 14, 26, 28,
August 25, October 11, November 19, December 21, 1906. The
Edmonton Council of the Knights of Columbus was just in the pro- '
cess of organization from August to November, 1906: see R. A.
MacLean, "The History of the Roman Catholic Church in Edmonton”
(Unpublished IIf. A. Thesis, University of Alberta, 1958), 137«
Other church club notes festoon local, qews columns of the-
Bulletin and Journal for 1906. George N. Emery has analysed

the new style for Canadian Methodists, and sees the change from ¢
early nineteenth century camp meeting evangelism to turn-of- ’
the-century emphasis on education and fnurturing" institutions
like the various internal clubs as manifestations of new urban
middle class respectability more concerned with membership

growth than mission. See his "ilethodism on the Canadian

Prairies, 1896-1914" .gnpublished Ph.D. Thesis, University of
British Columbia, 1970¥, 46-85. '

23. . EJ, Jahuary g8, 19, 1906; EB, January 2, 22, 30, 31, Febru-
ary 17, 27, March 5, 12, 13, 26, June 27, July 13, November 12,
13, 19, 1906. .

4. EB, February 10, 23, March 15, June 18, 20, 30, November
5, 13, 19, 27, December 26, 31, 1906. - -0

25. EB, March 26, 1906; §’d see lists of services in EB and EJ
any Saturday, for example;, EB, November 17, 1906; MMacLean, "The
History," 41-46; Emile J. Legal, comp., Short Sketches of the
History of the Catholic Churches and Missions in Central Alberta
11914), 30-37; J. J. H. lorris, "The Presbyterian Church in Ed-
monton,bNorthern Alberta and the ¥londike 1881-1925" (Unpublished

\
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M.Th. Thesis, Vancqg;g?Scho‘ Theology, 1974), 39-40; The
Knox Story 1907/196%N A Hispbry...Dating Back to 1891 (Pam-
phlet - Knox United urch, Edmonton, 1967), 21-23;.1871-1931
Diamond Jubilee of !McDRugall United Church (Pamphlet - McDougall
United Church, Edmonton, 1931), 12; Peake, "The Beginnings",
60-62, 73-76. ‘ C

26. C. C. McLaurin, Pioneering in Western Canada: A Story of
the Baptists (Calgary, The Author, 1939), 138, 343-4., St. John's
Lutheran—C€hurch, east end Kinistino and Picard, advertised Ger-
man and English services each Sunday EB, November 10, 1906.

A church building was constructed in spring, 1906: EB, February
6, April 23, 1906.

27. Legal, Short Sketches, 121-6.

28. EB, January 18, 22, 27, April 23, May 1, June 12, 16, Nov=-
ember 10, 27, 1906; RJ, January 27, 1906. . :

29. J. H. Riddell, Methodism in the Middle/West (Toronto,
Ryerson Press, 1946), 271-275; ®mery, "Methodism," 15-16, 347.

30. EB, January 2, 16, February 9, 27, June 13, -19, 30, Nov-
dgber 12, 24, 1906.

31. This paragraph and the next are developed from a typescript
manuscript written from Y.M.C.A: minutes, "The Hi
Edmonton Young Men's Christian Asscciation," 1-8::
Y.M.C.A. #apers, Provincial Archives of_ Alberta, R ton; EB,
January 8, 13, March 12, April 16, 27, 30, June 16, 22, August.
27, November 12, 27, 1906.

32. EB, January 3, June 13, 16, 20, 21; 28, July 7, 1906.
33, Qtrathcona Councll Minutes, February 6, 1906, at p. 361:
Edmonﬁon City Archlves, EJ, June 18, 1906; EB, January 10, 17,
24, February 14, June 30, Jdly 3= 6, December 3, 15, 1906.

34. EJ, January 6, l9ﬁ6, EB, January 3, /February 22, March 22,
June 13, 16, 18, 2n, November 30, 1906; Morris, "The Presby-
,tefian‘Church," 130-131. o :

F 3

35. Local Edmonton and Strathcona union reports to the Alberta
W.C.T.U. convention, October 1906: W.C.T.U. Papers, Box 6,
File 34, Glenbow-Alberta Institute Archives, Calgary; EB, Janu~
ary 9, 22, 25, April 23, 1906.

.36. EB, January 2, 22-25, February 6, April 23, June 20, 1906.
Evidently a "mass meeting of Methodists and Presbyterians in
Edmonton" had endorsed church union already once before, in
1904, despite the local eminence of the "pronounced Presbyterian
chauv1nlst," Rev. D. G. McQueen,. later destined to lead dissent-
ing Presbyterians out of church union in 1925: Emery,
"Methodism," 331-337.

“
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Chapter 12: Recreation and Fntertainment.

Fdmontonians were entertained,’if not en masse, at
least in substantial masses already in 1906, and to a start-
ling extent they were passive spectators. Without deny%pg the
continuarion of private recreational activity, it is obvious (
that the organizeo variety boomed. The key factor in recrea-
£ion. seems tp be some degree of fantasy, some pleasant escape
from the realities of earning a livelihood and managing family
and other social relationships. Associated with that bhasic
requigkment might he exercise, display (as in theatre and cos-
tumgs), artificial competition (card games, costume balls or

sports contests), and social intercourse. Fliminate the exer-

cise, and what is left is necessarily a c¢isplay allowing oﬁly

,v1carlous participation and pleasure for the spectators. On

the°other hand, far larger numbers of people could be accommo-

dated simultaneously by clsplay entertainment: this variety

was well into its initial development in Edmonton in 1906.
Oother varieties were of course not exclyded, only their

. ?
proportion of the available recreation was on the decline.

‘Both fancy dress costume skating carnivals and dances gave

participants opportunlty 51multaneously to exercise, socialize
and provide a spectacle. Skating carnlvals which would attract
from 200 to 1,000 cos@umed skaters wére bi-weekly occurrences
qﬁving ¢colour to the open skatlng privileges avallable all
ﬁincer long not only at the\Thlstle "and Strathcona rinks, but
also at a number of open air 'rinks. The various halls on
both sides of the river were occupied even more frequently for
dances sponsored either by specific organizations:like the

: , -«
’ : S . 262
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hockey clubs or the German Club\pdelweiss,«é¥\by the "Bachﬁ-“
lors" and "Bachelor Maids". Some, like the Hospital Ball[&ﬁ?ﬁg
raised money fer @harity, but most were pure recreatigin for' e
+l.e hundreds who attended, with the inevitable by-product of
strengthening communal harmony.1
; Picnics could have beer even more useful in this re-
spect, as would be proven in later years, for the crowds could
he greater and the occasions if less frequent then more special,
but the "monster pfcnic" was a community +achnique used in
1906 only by the ladiee of Strathcona. .to raise money for their
fledgllng hOSpltals Otherwise picnics were reserved for
smaller groups like Edmonton's Danlihrcommunbty and various
church groups.2 Huge gatherings qu entertainment did, how-
‘ ever, take placé on oceaslonal‘special holidays. One of the
; most flttlng in this year of rallway honanza took olace on
k Victoria Day, ilay 24. More than 1, 200 deontonlans and Strath-
‘conans bought tfaln t1ckets to Port Qaskatchewan, there to
watch sporting events and to dance, all made p0551ble by the
new C.N.R.vline. Dominion Day, a national event, was submerged
in ;the attractions of the Edmonton fair, a»localiextravaganza
running four days at the beginning of July. It is likely that
businessmen saw the fair's value pr1nc1pally 1n financial terms.
. Exhibition Assoc1atlon directors eagerly ant1c1pated 20,000
attendance to be drawn in part by spec1al trains put on rall
vllnes to a hundred mile radius. There were, ho;ever, other
aspects _to it. A Bulletin editorial hoped for a successful

fair as an advertisement of ‘collective civic and agrarian vi-
- g .

tality, and the shopkeepers themselves interraptedﬁfheir burst-

a



“3 - N . .;1 NN . . _’V " ')’ sth M

ing bu31ness opnortunltles for a day @t the helght of the’fhir

3y :
in order to attend. It served as a focus, a symbol of collect-

o

3

ive effort and, especially, success. On the first day 3,300
#
paid to attend&, while uncounted school children, the Boys' Bri-)

gades and military personnel entered free. Agricultural ex-
hibits, particularl& of livestock, and horse rdcihg dre. m»hst

of the visitors’ attention.>

’ X

The herd characteristic taking over Edmonton entertain-
ment was even more evident in regular week to week offerings 1%
in Edmonton'B halls, theatres, rinks andbplaYing fields. Very

little of the fantasy which Cdmontonians paid to take in was
s !

provided from within their own ranks, even that early: The

\

few musical_varietyvcchcerts and fewer amateur theatrical pres-
entations offered b{'local talent were almost unhoticeable

amidst the professionals touring through the c1ty. The Thistle
e

'Rink - an arena fitted for theatre, Robertson' s"Hall before -
. o ’ ' ‘ ' . ] o
fire consumed it, Ross Hall on the south side, .the Empire

Theatre built in’Jnnetand the Fdmonton Opera House after its
October opening, all caried entertalnwent of dec1ded medloc {

r1ty which was rewarded with generally full 31ze% crowds.

. There were some exceptions whlgh p*ovedffhe rule., The :
ser;dbs French Canadian prima donna refbrfed tqﬁcons1stently
as "uadame-Alban;" carrled such a re;utatlen e. {was.glven such
a promot10na1‘bu1ld—up that the capad!\y aua?:hces may have

come more for the spectacle of celebrlty than for her singing. . .
After all, she was during her stay in May a guéft at,GoverQ-'

I V\ ' :
ment House, and her performances drew the aﬂEendance of all -

\

~

the leading public citizens. A slightly. different examplé was | i
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&

. dramas like The Convict's Dagghter, A Fo‘x Tranp Rlp Van ‘Winkle

o R ' 2§5

thevtourlng Harold Melson Stock Company WQfCh mixed popularﬁand

lav1§hly orquped llght theatre like The Virginian,’ Dav1d Gar- .g

rick's -‘Love and The Prisoner of Zenda with Shakespeare s The

Merchant of Venlce. Nevertheless, the company's leading man,
i . O

Harold Nelson, who was lnvariably fts main attraction togth%gf,, ﬁ%
w' L4 R i

crowds whlch attende.d soon complained that the popularlt,ﬂ of «

oy

Shakespearlaﬁ drama had almost dlsappeared in the face ‘'of the

demand fogy visual spectacles assoclated wi the less sophls—

tlcated plays.* - - R

The rest of Edmonton s theatrical fare made llttle pre—

¢ tense at cultural elevahlon. Stock companles showxng off nelo-5-

and The Irish Boarde;»Were merely merry makar$ - and mu51cét
® x

-

productlons were nalnly proven Amerlcan hit qomedles. One com
R, R

pany, the Roscian Opera Cofpany, d1d suppleme 'recognlzed

o?@rettas lncluding allbert and Sulllvan numbe_p witn the operas

. v e

&art’ha anq Cavallerla Pustlcina. " Nevertheless, the. qteatest :
o o A

plaudits seemed rese for tﬁe Juvenlle BOStonlans whospro-

o

~ duced "the 'excruciitlngly funhy cannlballstlc mu51cal comedy

'Gee Whiz';" or Pollard s\L1lllput1an Opera Company whose rep-

@
3

ertoire included A Punaway Gal, The Galety G1r1 and mhe Lad .
lavez How 'does one explaln the week long success of an offer-

ing by the Zlnn Travesty Company called Teezy Weezy?: Some/of

the specialty groups must have seemed 1ncongruous 1nﬂthis/north—
. /'/~ N
ern setting with minstrel shows featuring "the latest/éoon
A
ditties" or "the zulu travesty, 'A Dream of Dahomey’," or end-

: 3 13 - » ’ '/
less variations of Uncle Tom's Cabln.5 Some oﬁ’these groups

. - 7
verged onpvaudeville,variety shows, supplemghting their major
’ ‘ » - < . ! ’ . . 04

r
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features with the contortions of jugglers, unicyclists-and Si-
S . .

berian bloodhbunds. ) .. L

One pure “vaudeville troupe, announced the Bulletin with @
&,
See l
“teli§h,, pre:ented "no pathos or serlo_usness anywhgre to 1nter-
A

L'
tqeam of ml;th" and ‘did "not aspire to ethics or
)

»

LY

ght] no moral lesson, and {did) not- a‘ttempt to

.

.. -sclassic

& . ‘ A . .
r be 1nstructﬁve." Exactly. Edmonton was solidly and happlly

m4, 1

'

p}fg%ln to the homogeneous North Amerlcan phenomenon of
ve

PN
/

tra ng ﬁantasyh entertalnment‘ b"‘he fr;sty though temporar-v

1ly unshctessfu attempﬁ'at o :Ln a, theaﬁ;r\e (the Emplra) for
.o p .

.« fOUr dallfr erf;ormances of "ref;ne ,\:auﬁg‘vqﬂlle" %mg Jn‘ne was a
. ‘f- L PR Il
f .,,slgn of"thlngs to:_come.' The deonto‘n Qpér xéﬁse was. bullt in °
.4'- ~ the fall for a stgady dret of/ varlety 't‘la'lﬁgtre, supplemented dn
aftérnoons by r.oller skatlnq v A pralrreéha&éger's Assoc:latlon
& LI

.was being promoted from Csiaalgar;;' to cdordlnaﬂf;s:;ralrle booklngs

gor ’\Tort‘l Amerlcan tourlng eﬁc;;_ting‘nles? to create ‘a Canadian

pra1r1e‘ "c1rcu1t" so to sp}éa‘ * The enllvenlng o!f ‘ﬁun‘dred-% ‘of

Qurbam llves\nyghtly had

3

. service performed for an urban»populatlon r ther than bx
S 'themselves, and standard marketlng procedure, to satisfy the

B ‘ broadest tastg] romlsed llttle fundamental varlety or -quality.

" The new'.urb“ 'tertalnment was in 1ts standardlzatlon of f“an—

tasy both a*éo@muna°l force and a communal signw

. Sports antertainment was folio'win'g d s_i‘milar,pattern;i'
“but with the added dimeneion of compet'ition. F‘verl "friendly
games"”, as they were ca],led | of hocl\y between plumbers and

pharmac1sts, JBulletln and Jd;urnal newsb@f C.N.R. and C.P.R.

employees,..doctors .and lawyers, the residents of dlffer/Pﬂ:

-
-

3-' . - -
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hotels, an{ the employees of several major stores, all reflected

& hY ey

¥
aspects oY &ﬁiban organlzaﬁlon. At the same time, competltlon
. L

\-

w* engéndered a ‘separate sort of orga,nlzation. Only golf and te;p‘;-:,' "
nis tournaments ‘appear to have been entirely local 7 Sports «
clubs pr'olife:;‘pt’ed it the.city, launched at flrst 51mpiy to |
,regulate local competltion in hockey .(men s and’ \@v\en sk, Cri-
cket, curllpg, foobtball | lacrosse, baseball rifle marksmahshlp

. and tennls The ultiﬂate. cogrdlnatlon of the affalrs of all T

‘ the athi.ethr 4ubs in an a»s:soczpatlon patterned \after the Mon-

) %(&5 pl,lfsue-d though not yet
.

)ould have beer promotion' of

-

treal Amateun Athletlc 'Af'.s
accompllshed.g? Its flrst.
all Spqrts, 1nomrder to acqulrevy‘tangrblipubllc ‘npporﬁnm such
iy forms.as adequate groun‘&s. "If 1t was llmlted 1@ the matter of

e Lﬁ«:ra-ﬁrban ooord1na€1on, howevew, org.rﬁ.zatlone,o most sports .
*",1 4
A . A
“had alreaa“y t‘qa,nscended 1oca1 competltiq{‘xs to support civio -o“.‘i

répresentaélvéﬁ teams «car‘rylng the colours of Edmonton or Strath— “a

Ag, . ¢
- “cona into 1nter—gur-ban contests. . , ‘ : : § e gl

(B L ) :
'I‘he Edmonton Curl¥ ﬁ‘ bonspiel Yate in January: &

,drew nihee outs:ﬁers than mem er”s ‘of \t'he 'Edmonton and Strath-

cona-cumllng clubs. “The . Edmonton and Strathcon/,Plfbe’Assoc1- N
atlons, whose members normally occupled thﬂmselves Wlth an end—
less regular success%pn-of shaooting practices, comilned in

June and July to place well in the eighty team canadian Military
Rifle matches. The Edmonton Cricket Club had perhaps.proceeded-
the least distance to external competition in teamvSports; yet
games between teams of married aﬁa bachelor members on Good

Friday and Arbor Day were matched by games with Wetaskiw‘in,

 Fort Saskatchewan and Red Deer teams, while Edmonton organizers
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1 . -
tried to establish a North—West“%ricket League for Alber.k and
. [ ' Ll
Saskatchewan. Roth Edmonton and Strathcona as w¥ll as Alberta
[e) N

College had lacrosse ﬁpd football clubs with teams playing at

" the intermediate and senior levels, 'and a crack Strathcona la-

S )
-rpowered,its_§émoq§onhcompe—

crosse team which con51sten*b¢§
vi,,wwx >

tition was judged worthy to sen&on a B.C. tour promoting Strath-
cona  The Edmonton Football Club omyanized for the season in,
March,,installing the manager of the bhaseball team as its pres-

ident! - Its'major rival was its Strathcona counterpart but

both clubs planned to play "along the line as far as Lloydaﬁn—

ster,? playlng teams from Mannv1lle and Morlnwnlle and at least s
L g -
as far to the east as vegrev1lle.8j -But_gf -the team sports, i “aﬁ%
) %
hockey and baseball organlzatrghrlﬂaustrated the treqd bestvygg
¥

“’;'i; Hockey organlzatlon -was not much more sophlsts!ﬁted
' 3 [}

PR

.than' that for football on*lacrosse but«the range gf external
% Tt

challenge enhlbltlon games was greater. For con51stent;local‘

- &

pgrformance, representatlves of hlghlSChOOl Alberta College, ;;,'

-

,/iPranEers and the Edmonton Thlstlegﬁnd %trathcona Shamrock -

1ntermed1ate teams organlzed a city hocVey league Senior

Thrstle and Shamrock"eams for the most part played each otﬂer
f
- before capac1ty crowds of about 29000/ppectators._ The Thlstles

flttlngly 1n this year regularly thrashed their counterparts
™,

,’Tor a trophy krfown as the Peterson Cup. At;ghrlstmas and New
‘Year new C.N.R. ‘excursions transported the tegms ‘aftd crushlng
loads of onlookers acrgss the river to. glve an additional ex-

citement to’ the ;entertalnment. A Rossland, B.C. team Vlsr.teé“a' g
. e ‘
to play seve{al games; the obverse of this was a Thlstle tour:

P

through Calgary, Medicine Hat, Regina, Moose Jaw, Portage la
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~.drew a §1m11ar c’ghd. ’Gﬁrlng the sprlng campalgn to E?

5 ,:ﬁ , . ' 269

Prairiei,Brandon and,Winnipeg. Although regular league play
was no£ tnought viable, frequent games before good crowds es-
tahlished hockey as a major recreational speétacle in early
Edmonton. Games againgt outside teams received extensive front

page newspaper coverage, stressiné\;he»identificatien of Ed4~-

.~ fmionton readers with their representative team, even as players

began to be impgrted from as far afield as Quebec.°

~

‘g: Baseball was the most v1ggrously promoted and business-
l* spectator sport, draw1ng 1 200 and more to "\utness the
tragedy"” of one loss af€e5,another to tne major Calgary rlyil.
In a tournament which took place du}ing the Edmonton fair, the
potential for {he game in Edmonton was demonstrated by the ™

attendante of 1,500 at - a,&gnal game in which the deonton Jeam
- -

did not play. A gafnq against a team from Anacortes, Washlngton

fund an atpletic aésociatlongho pq?mote and seéura.fac'

for summer snerts, the Bulletin remarkéd, "If ‘there is anythlng

that brings ihto prominence 4 town or” crty it 1s a v1ct0rlous *

lacrosse, baseball or foo@EFll team.™ As soén as it thus be-

LY

v

cﬁﬁe a matter of finding the best to represent the city, it

-

became necessary'to transform the organization :into a profes-

sional and commerciqgtxua Shareholders were quickly found

. . ’ S
for an athletic company which was”first and foremost a baseball
. N : . 4 . A'\ ) L ~.:'
club (Hon. C. ¥. Cross hondrary president}. American.players: "
- . ' ’ - . LA
were 1mported BleacHers were installed, grounds improved

R nﬁ“tickets sold ét”the’bastbail diamdnd. Bitter complaints.

were re*red when paid players committed multitudes of

errors.. MNew players were broughﬁ in to replace them. After



g . . o *
& F g
the lQQ' meeting Edmonton promoters journeyed to other centres ‘

to draw them into a Western Canada league which applied for"

nj? and received the sanction of the American coordinating board

10

-

fOr professional baseball leagues.
~“' ‘
‘ As for theatrical entertaiﬁment, but not quite at the .

same pace, the otgd‘ization of Edmonton sports entertainment’ 'J§§,

. e e : - . ® . e
was becoming a specialized international service fox#Sassive =+ %
consumers on a mass scale. Challenge: matches mixing local ange

4]
touring part1c1pants in box1ng and wrestlln gakerted ‘a 51m1lar v

. appeal, presgmably w1th the added Ettractlon of laylng betsvﬁ L

by AN S
- on the outcome. r11he ultimate; ganbllng sport, horse rac1ng,.
_— @ o
... Was, the m&gb popular feature of the Edmbnton falr, at’ wﬂich -
g B P : .

‘104 stalls accommodateé 200, hor$es from all over North Amerlca..‘v
¥ » v .
o .

In the fall, Edmonton's first " r1v1ng Qlub" prepared to cam-

) ! ,? )
palgn for funms &Lﬂ.ld a sdghlstlcated racing: speec’{way.l:L o
. DY Gl ; [T .

aports centests and’ t’ﬁﬂﬁl;cal'entertalnment dlsplayed

*

* OS2 e
{the crowd” formatlon of Ednonton %ehav1our‘as nothing else
L ’;
could. Here was not independent, let alone unique, initiative:

2

here was transplantation of urban forms ihto a new setting,

N )

the reproduction of an organism. : ro . , Ty
To put it another way, there was no doubt that Edmonton

was a city, as i£S\protheré sQ devoutly wished to ensure. -Itsc

dack of disfinction from other cities, the collectjive behaviour
of its humanity;.its ¢commitment to community, all~betrayed&

'ius,qrbanity. The.individuals and the groups'withid{the.cigy

r

L 3

e o .

ed ‘themselves to the form of total
) +

RIS

%Qelgrganized themselves to prgvide’ certain collective ser-

‘ICL . . - ~"."'.o_ ¢ - . : .

vices~simultaneously'cpmmitg

urban community which would permit only Timited modification.
Lol ' . g ’ .

. v .
LY .
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Independent behaviour had been sacrificed in many fields; in
taklng the collectx@e approach citizens made the C1ty the unit
governing much of the1r 1hd1v1dual conduct not only in their
. work, but also in their'accommodation with all its utilities,
tnﬁproviSiongof hea1th-eﬁ{e and education, even in their vol- .
uﬁtary aseociations and ‘in their entertainment. Retween citi-
zen and c1ty,;;h1ch now serzea\yhlch°

g e )
L eiy e

e

e
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SECTION III: EDMONTON IN 1913
f ' -/
~' . L

Chapter 13: mhe People.,

' The city census in the spring of 1913 .claimed 67,243

residents for Edmonton, 14,158 of them on the south side (amy
' \

AR}

algamated with Edmonton February 1, 1912). This was more,tha

double the population recorded- for Edmonton and Strathcona by

h
the federal census of 1911, although the stupendous rate of

growth had slowed- somewhat hy 1913 from what had taken plac®
'in 1911 and 1912. The heaviest population ooncentration was
in the long-established east sides now extendedvnorthward to

- include the fairly new 4istrict Of Norwood Next in densxty

\.

was the near west end south of the oanadlanQNorthern trac“s,

'

south to the river banks. (See map on page 277. ) The patterh

.(
evident in 1906 was consolldated aﬁ&at is. to say, w1th\separate

>’

newﬁdlstrjtts on the porth side of the dlstant east and dlstant
L]

west, as well as pockets!of settlement af%und tﬁa northern "5
'frlnge of the Hudson's Bay Company reserve only gradUally £ill-
1ng in. On the south alaE%the dentral area down to the river

banks was gradually extendlng outWard semi-circularly, with .

outlylng subd1v1sxons as yet boastlng only Adimited populatlon.l
- v’ ﬂ ~ !/
Thouoh federal census 1nformatlon for'l911 .can Q{ng
nothing for a 1913 popu1atlon whlch had already more thah - Ce .
- L

doubled, the genera1 pers1stence oﬁ,the patterns of 1906 ”

(

through the much larger proportlons of l9ll may allow the spec-—,

ulatlon,.at\least, bolstered by the 1mperfect-evmg¢nce of a-

3 St . B . ) v Wy ¢
city directory, that these trends continued.until the war.
" ‘Thus, one might- guess that nearly three—quarters ‘of the people»
- ’ . . . . - . . . -

. . L .
73 S Yoo - s
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' ™,
of Edmonton in 1913 continued to he of 8ritish Btocks in terms

of ethnic origin, with a preponderance among them of the Lng-
lish, then Scottish and Irish in declining order. The nurtber
of rosid;nts of German descent had surpassed tRe French by
1;11; each of these probably still constituted much less than
10 percent of the whole by 1913, Nescendants of the peoplc§
of the Austro-'lungarian empire, chief among them Ruthenians,
followeA equally by German speaking Austrians and Galicians,
probably formed less than five percent of the whole porulation

3

Among them, the Ukrainians as a whole (Ruthenians, Galicians,

275

Bukovinians) might have constituted three percent of Fdmonton's

total population if the trends of 1906 and 1911 continued,
which would mean/ﬁh\estimate of about 2,000. Scandinavians
might have numbered some 1,200 and all others each fewer t1an
600, with the Dutch, Blacks, Russiang, Poles Jews and Chiizg:e
the most notabhle catégories.2 ©

Similarly, the national origins remained roughly the

!
same for the TZdmonton ani Strathcoha populations of 1906 and

1911. Canadians, and particularly Ontarions, predominated;
those “rom other Rritish and American locations came next with
approximately one-quarte: and Qne—eighth respectively of the
total. The remainder, save the Chinese, came mainly from sun-
dry European locations.3 Given these ethnic and national ori-
gins, it is not surprising that 80 percent of the 1911 popula-
tion c®tinued to claim affiliatidn with the Preshyterian,
Anglican, Methodist and Catholic churches in that order of

numerical strength. At some distance, still, were Baptists

and then Lutherans. "Greek Church”" adherents (two percent)
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made up the only other element of greater than one percent,
althouqh of cnurse the nurber of other fragment groups made
the rest siqnificant in total. The 1eiding seven groups were
each present in sufficient number themselves to maintain a
quite noticeable diversity for the city, even if the leading
five were the cormuily notable denominatiops of eastern Tanada.
Lists of churc es {9: ‘1e city categorized by denomination in
the church paces oé v 1713 newspapers confirm the gencral
impression that tne trend recorded for 1911 continued.
Occupationally( a predictable skew in favour of’immi-
grants, and especially alien (non-Rritish) imﬁigranfé, was
present in both 1911 and l?l?Iin the ranks of those emplnyed
as common "laboufers" or Ammestic,servants o: in sﬁéller‘éate—

J
1

gories of other menial work. As in 1966 for a far smaller’
population, the overwhelmiﬁg'majorfty of these 1iveé in the
east end of thé city, now extended quite far northward into
and past the district of Norwooé and Alberta Avenue. A smaller
3

group concentrated in the south-east, on the other side of the
river. The weést en? on both sides of the river still contained
the major proportion of professieonals, éenior go&ernment offi-
cials and major businessmen, although on the north side the
west end stretched out many more streets to the new subdivisions,
of Groat Estate and Glenora, and a few occupied mansions far
to the east beynnd the ethnic and working class district, in
the Highlands area.5 (See map on page 277.)

The daughter of one-time Mayor Charles !May, with the

help of two daughters of Rev. Dr. D. G. McQueen, has recorded

.something of the milieu of west end Edmonton as it was perceived
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by young children before the Great War. They recall incidents
which illustrate the sense of community which existed in that
neighbourhood: group sleighing excursions and skating on an.
outdoor rink in winter; summer picnics at Groat Fstate to the
west or St. Albert to the north-west; drfves in "surreys".
Several of the relationships progressed to weddings in ]éter
vyears. The formal ariangemonts for "calling" and "receiving”
require® extensive cooperation ameng the ]ad&es; elaborate
"pink teas" made for special occasions. They recall thG‘WCSt-
ward lo! school for boys on the one hand, and a home for nRuth-
enian girls on the other. The May household engaged the work
of a Galician servant girl, whose own family and home made an
indelible impression of cultural difference on Charles 'lay's
1itt1e daughter when she once visited them. The distinctions
were pretty clearly indicated as well in their attitudes at
the time to hospitgls: in tha£ west*end neighbourhood people
were evidently born at home, treated by medical doctors and

L 4

nursed through illnesses at home, and died at home, not }h
1

hospitals, unless they werc special, far-distant institutions
like the !ayo Clir;ic.6 The pgrsonal reminiscences confirm
the impression that residential location corresponded to so;
cial status in the west end.

The east end on the north side must have seemed, to
those yho did not live there, to teer with a multitude of eth-
nically various populatiéns.- It wés not that all of Edmon-
ton's "foreigners" necessarily lived there, but that it was .

an area of obvious concentration of ethnically alien institu-

tions. German Lutheran, German Baptist}, Ukrainian Greek

278
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Catholic, Ruthcﬁian Preshyterian, Polish Catholic and Scandin-
avian Lutheran churches were clustered especially around Kin-
istino Avenue, althqpqh some were also situated in the south-
east. At the S%Pe time, reports of "foreigners" violating the
Lord's NDay Act were identified wigh the east end, and middle
class reactions to Blacks and Chinese immigrants were under-
stood to be easf end references. Poised on the downtown edge
of this area was 'like's News Stand, its proprietor p?éud to
serve the cosmopolitan population newspapers in seventeen langu-
ages, beyond those {rom several "nglish language locations.

e was willing and able to obtain newspapere from other places
too, besides those he kept on hand from Canadian, Fnglish,
Irish, Scotti;h, Welsh, American, French, German, Dutch, Jew-
" ish, Italian, Greek, nussian, Polish, Roumanian, Swedish, Nor-
wegian, Danish, Serbian, Croation, Ruthenian and Aust;ian

{

sources.

A notable ,exception to the east gnd concentration was

still the Fpench speaking population, even though some degree
S

of dispersal is suggested by the selectidn of the east-end
church of the Immaculate Conception as a French langﬁage par-
‘'ish in 1913. Itany of these people were prominent professionals
(especially cdoctors and lawyers) or businessmen (especially
hoteliers or grocery and general merchandise retailers) who
felt perfectly /at ease in the Englishsspeaking polite society
of Edmonton. fﬁé 300 guests at a coming-out party for Blanche
Gariepy included the wives of the lieutenant-Governor, the Prem-
ier; Attorney-General Crcss and. several other leading citizens

[ .
of English-language background. The reverse often happened
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as well: Catholic women's church organizations and fuigtions
such as bazaars and ‘picnics, and the men's Knighgs of Columbus
organization, mingled French ahd énglish speaking citizens.
Politically they fitted smoothly into the two federal parties.

H. Milton Martin was president of the Fdmonton Liberal Asso-
ciation when he was repofted 5ust Before the provincial elect-
ion in 1913 to be guaranteeing the French speaking citizens
their choice of a provincial cabinet position in the Liberal
government if they voted prope‘ly.’ Though the l.iberals con-

tinued supreme, more Conservative support -than usual appeared

after Borden's victory in the 19Ll'federal election. Le Club

Conservateur Canadien-Francais had business and professional

support.
Along with the French Catholic clergy, these business-
men recognized thét French Canadians were not coming to Edmon-
ton or the west in the same proportion as those of other ori-
gins. Personal visits to Quebgc, spe;ial newspaper editions
and pmyments to eastern cﬁurchmen_were all intended to increase
French language immigration to the west. Late in 1912 la

Bureau de la Colonisation de 1'Alberta sold shares and began

to press for French language rights in government installa-

tions such as railway ticket off;ces. Yven when the offices

of this Bureau were taken ovqr~3nvl913 by la Societe du Bgrler

Francais, a priest was appointed to. work full time as 1'Organ-

isateur de la COlonisation.9 If that effort to swell the

ranks was doomel to be curtailed by the first World War, there
was more success in maintaining voice and influence in the

educational institutions, including the Separate School Board.
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A Jesuit College which opened in Edmonton in the fall of 1913

received pupils Mmainly of French background. 1Its construction

had been financed larqgely by contributions of leadinqg French

Canadians like Joseph Picard and J. 1. Cariepy.lo .

Tt might be a¥qued that a bilingual education at the

N

Jesuit College was not sinqgleé-mindedly devoted to the preserva-

tion of French culture, but on the other hand there were strong

L

inlications of an enerqgetic French impulse in other develon-

ments. Le Courrier de ]'Nuest would continue publication until

1916. In 1910 and 1913, two large Roman Catholic parishes, in-
cluding the original 5t. Joachim's,were each divided in two,
the originals to become entirely French parishes, the new ones
to serve FEnglish speaking porulations. Of course this was
also a sign that the French proportion in Edmonton Catholicism
wés declining, but for the time being it Qas maintaining i#s
own demarcation in the city.ll

The French visibility in the city was strengthened in

several ways by the cultural needs of Franco-Albertans outside

the city. Le cercle Grandin, f6rmed by students at the Jesuit

College in 1913 to promote the study of French language; ‘or

the dramatic association, lé‘cercle "Jeanne d'Arc", the first
producﬁion of which appeared the same year, both combined lo-
cal participation with outside attention to their contributions.
But several French-language benevolent societies providing in-
surance and loans were obviously merely headquartered in Ed-
monton; they were to serve the surrounding»district. The Saint

Jean Baptiste Society of Edmonton had always maintained close

relations with nearby French communities; before the war it
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initiated efforts not only to federate all the French language
societies of Edmonton, but also to promote a provincial French
1 ]

Canadian congress. This purpose was larqgely accomplished by

another new orqanization, la Societe du Parler Francais, which

in 1911 brouqht”to Fdmonton the national objectives of promo-
ting French=lanquage interests outside Quebec. The entqpsiasm
for their annual conventions threatened to eclipse Saint Jean
Baptiste day celebratinns: in June, 1913 some 800 delegates,
many from outside Fdmonton, were attracted to hear Henri Bour-
assa qgive the keynote address. 1In the sachyear the society *
made arrangements to promote French and Catholic colonization

of northern Alborta.l2

?

That FEdmonton as the cul*tural centre of the French in

Alberta enhanced the prominence of the French in Edmonton is
an observation strengthened hy the presence of French business
establishments and especially by evidence that Fdmonton was
the source of several French language political candidates for
outlying areas. Of t%g five French language representatives
elected to the Alberta legislature in April, 1913, three called
rdmonton home (P. E. Lessard, VWilfrid Gariepy and Jean-Leon
Cote) and all five had_interests in Edmonton. One of them,
Wilfrid Gariepy, was before the end of the ygar appéinted Min-
ister of Municipal Affairs, thus fulfilling H. !{ilton Martin's
promise.13 In Edmonton, then, resided the French speaking
elite of the province; there they were perfectly at home in
the English Canadian milieu.

' There were by 1913 signs that a similar pattern was

beginning to develop for the Ukrainians of Edmonton and Alberta.
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Fdmonton based Paul Rudy} contested the. 1913 provincial elect-
ion in Whitford constituency against Andrew Shandro, who had
received some of his education at Fdmonton's Alherta College.
That campaiqn, originally wgh.by Shandro, then unsuccessfully

contested »y Rudyk, displayed something of the fundamental
Ay

division disrupting Ukrainian organization in Fdmonton before
{ .

World war 1. Qudyk'was puthenian in background, a supporter
of the Ukrainian Sreek Catholic parish and institutions. Shan-
dro was from the Bukovinian provihce, and Greek Orthodox. The

only Orthodox priests and chanHOS_available in Edmonton and
Alberta were Russian orthodox: by 1913 a nationalist animosity
for Russians and "Russophiles" divided Ukrainian against
Ukrainian because of the inadvertent identification of Ortho-
dox churchgoers with Russian clergymen. Certain lénguaqe
differences among Ukrainians from different European provinces
maintained the distinctions. When a Ukraini;n education spec-
iélist, Dr. Semgn Demydchuk, visited Canadian Ukra%nian cen-
tres in the second half of 1912, he brought the burning cul-
tural nationalist mission of the kazinian schools campaign

in the fold country before the wsestern canadian emigrants. Col-
lecting funds for the old country fight, Dem&dchuk collected
over 85,000 in "dmonton alone, a good deal of it from Paul
Rudyk. His visit also stimulated the unsuccessful agitation

by Ukrainians between 1913 and 1916 to have Manitoba-trained
Ukrainian teachers accepted by the Alberta government in order
to initiate a Ukrainian school system 1in Alberta. The Russian-

Ukrainian denominational division provided the Alberta govern-

ment with an excuse to put off the question. Altogether, these
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issuns brouqht the divisions among Ukrainians to the fore:

resolution of some of thenm anld only occur later during the

N 14 ,
war years, N

The natable Ukragninnyinstitutions which developed in
N

Fdmonton pnrtly (01 VHF benefit of outSJJOrs wore therefore

by T
S NSTIL
x \Or Grcek-Catholic lines initially, but

divided, alwﬂﬁ Ox

w1tgﬂhe#xy Ukﬁfﬁg?ﬁn RuNt

”kralnxa&:yrpol Ri;ﬁmllL cultural centre, or "Chytalnia”, had

jan political overtones by 1913. The

conngqued @0 develop in cldse association ‘with st. Josaphat |
parish. It was marked hy its own building next to the church

and had founded a benevolent association. Dramatic an'*musical

-
(including band) concerts were used to raise funds for future
building projects. The Ukrainian Greek Catholic institutions
of wdmonton wverc also closely associated with the,Canadian
Ukrainian 'lational Association, the organizing convention of
which took place in Edmonton in 190°9. Partly intended to
pressure the.government for Ukrainian schools, this organiza-
tion also promoted Ukrainian political organization to contest
provincial elections and a "National RBursa" for higher (espe-
cially teachers') education in Edmonton.

The political leadership which developed from this in
tdmonton was . different from that in Winnipeg. The attempts
after 1910 to organize a lederation of Ukrainian Socialist

-

Dermocrats of Canada drove apart the committed socialists,

@
centred in Winnipeg, from the "moderate elements” typified by
Fdmonton's Roman Xremar. The result was actually secparate

organizations, a further splintering of Ukrainian nationalists,

made obvious by the publication of separate newspapers. By
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1913 the Novyny (News) in Edmonton was edited by Kremar; in
Winnipea the Rogglﬁx_ygigi (Working People) was published. The
yggigx_vmphasizod "thnlwﬁrth of ~anadian Ukrainian culture, ...
national unity, and ... full participation in the development

~

ignoring international

of Canada through political action,’
socialism. 1t was published in the rear of Michael and Dmytro
Ferbey's Ukrainian Book Store on east end Kinistino avepue.
The financing was assisted greatly by Kremar's personal invest-
ments in and association with the Great Athabasca Land Company.

. .
Not: only the local cultural emphasis but also the stress on
indlividual effort to adjust to the new land was illustrated
by Kremar's March, 1913 announcement of prizes for stories,
research apd essays on Canadian Ukrainian experiences. "The
principal characters of the story," he instructed, "must be
strong, hea];hy and energetic, who do not whine and grumble
at their fate but on the contrary, who grit their teeth, re-
double their determination and forge ahead." Ye continually
advocated Ukrainian schools, using, against the objections of
Education !linister Boyle (that the effect would be to stimu-
late a Uk;ainian rather than a Canadian culture), a definite
multi-cultural argument in favour of egual rights for peoples

-~
of diverse backgrounds.
The "Russophile" press which was, accordiﬁg to a Ukrain-

ian scholar, Czarist and imperial in its approach to Ukrainian
national aspirations, took an opposing stance in relation to

Kremar's organ. The 1913 successor to a series of newspapers

published in Fdmonton after 1903 was the weekly Russkiy "olos

(Russian Voire), organ of the Russian Pu»lishina Company chaire?

L]
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by prosperous merchant Wasyl Cherniak. Despite the support of
Ukrainians with nanes like Sheremeta, cShevchuk and Fiarchul,
4wk newspaper has bheen described as "Ukeainophobe®, its head-
lines clearly hostile to Ukrainian nationalism and the Ukrain-
ian Greek Catholic presence in Canada. it was printed in both
rRussian and Ukrainian. That one of the éupporters was said

to He the "Slavic organizer of the IlLiberal Party in Western
ranada” was allejed to result in moral ‘and financial sustenance
{rom the Liberal c¢overnment. Closely connected with the news-

paper was a "Russophile” school 1in deonton.l7

'

Despite the divisions, or perhaps hecause of

Ukrainians were aquite noticeable in the city by 1913.
one hand several were succeeding with small mercantile and

real eétate Operations.18 On the other hand both of the diver-
génﬁ traditions were judged alien enough to provoké an assimil-
ative effort, as we shall see, among a number of native Cana-
dian groups. There is less evidence of nativist hostility to
the other major 'ethnic group, the Germans of diverse origin,

or to the Scandinavians. German Lutheran and Raptist churches
flourished on both sides of the river. The German Edelweiss
Club had grown large enough in 1912 to move its meeting place
into regular club rooms, and a new German club was established
on the south. side. Both Vérwegian and Swedish Lutheran chur-
ches announced the Scandinavian presence, but otherwise these
groups provoked little special notice, or else were submerged
in references to the general alien quality of the éast end.19

IP|
Since the Germans in particular came from a considerable assort-

ment of places, it is difficult to believe some internal frict-
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ions did1 mot exist, but evidence about that is 'hard to find.
-
On the other hand, their apparent adjustability to the city
. . o
made accommodation within smaller German communities less im-
portant. o
' v ’ - .

Other groups were all much smaller. Among the best

organized was the Jevish_comhﬁntty. The "Amonton !llehrew ASso-..

ciation had firmly ostahlished a numher of traditiqnal insti-
tutions. The Talmud Torah qcxool cobuld qupport a full time
teacher by 1913, Beth Israel gongreqatxon [ flnan01a1 aﬁ?

l s .
organizational nillars, w;111am Dxamond,rAbraham$Cr1$taIIfand

d

A. H. Zoldberq, had directcd‘tho_construction of a synagogue
. ]
in 1912, A loéal todge of  the B'nai Brith was founded in 1913.
Stitl, the Assoc1at10n mem)ershlp was not large, probably not

numbering 100 adultc by 1913 a 51tuat10n causing Crlstall to

desert TAmonton for Los Angeles for two years in search of
eligible Jew1sH bachelors for HiS-daughters. The Association's

Rabbi, Pyman Goldstlck found his*charges an estranged and

-

uncommunicating lot in 1907- he resolved to take the anelioras

tive approach that so snall a group could only make a sta:t
if the traditional dlstlnctlon betWEen Reformed and Orthodox
practlces was tewporarllv 1gnored All Jewish Edmontonlans

were iﬁvited tO«hlS serV1ces, although there was provision in
@
the Association charter for several congregations eventually
to arise. The presence of the'commun;ty, despltg-occa51onal ==

. - '« ) L . . ' e
bickering, was clearly important’ to immigrants from eastern
: g y importar . g on_ea

FEurope like the Roumanian Ben Leibowitz,'who came to Edmontbﬁ

1

after a few years in Calgaty specifically with the determin-

ation to make his living from a second-hand store, and whose '

-



288

wife had even less Canadian experience than he. Thus the Jew-

ish institutions provided assimilative nudges both by breaking

down t:aditional inter-Jewish animosities and by easing the

immigrant's adjustment to the new world.20
A renegade who may have h;d nothing to do with this commu-

nity was Morris (Moishe) Abraham Cohen, born in east end London

of immigrant Polish Qews, his adolescent experience full of

shady adventufe which he carried on reqularly (by his own .

account) in westegxn Canada after 1905. The significance of

hié story is not that he made any impact on the Jewish commu-

nity, Sut rather fhat his gunslinging and gambling pfgpensi—

ties brought him into fawourable contact with theﬁgaskatoon

Chinese com;hnity, where he claimed to have exchahged protect-

ion services for financing of his card games. From his new

friends he ledrned about the Chinese revolutionary movement of

Dr. Sun Ygt-sen, an& claimed even to have been initiated into

the local "Tongf piedged to overthrow the Manchu dynasty. o
When he moved to Edronton about 1909 (again; by his

own accouht), he became a real estate salesmén. His Chinese

conﬁgcts and reputation made him a favourite consultant (and

beneficiary) in their real estate transactions. More import-

ant, he became immersed in the Chinese revolutionary movementf

because ofﬂhis meagre background of military experience iﬁ%l/

England, traiming a Chinese corps in Edmonton of some 450 - :

"nearly everykyoung Chinese man in the town." While much of

"Two=-Gun" Cohen's story is faﬁcifully embellished and a little(

vague about precise dates and numbers, it does“?fbvfde colour

. , .
for more sober reports by Chinese veterans that ‘the Kuomintang
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was indeed organized in Edmonton at least by 1913 (Cohen
claimed it was an underground organization before 1912),

21
pledged to Chinese liberty &nd unity. Not only were the

ghinese forced by racial discriﬁination to provide their own
entertéinment, but their cultural isolation made them more in-
terested in the traditions and political enthusiams of the old
country. The link between culture and politics was neatly
made by the Chinese Dramatic Club, which in the years before
World War I proviaéd Chinese opera and music partly "to raise
funds for the Kuomintang army."22
Though his own role in assistance of the Edmonton Chin-
ese may be grossly exaggerated, Cohen's stories about the com-
munity before the Great War point out vividly the difficulties
they experienced, caught between managers who saw them as
cheap labour and labour unions which excluded them. They show
that the Chinese vote at election time might go solidly for
Joe Clarke or C. W. Cross (Liberal), or it might go to A. F.
Ewing (Conservative), depending on the good works received
from either.side.23 They emphasize how visibly separate they
were. "A huge crowd collected, almost blocking the thorough-
fare," on one of the repeated occasions on which "a gambling
den in the very heart of Chinatown" (east end, cl»ose to Jasper

Avenue) was raided in search of players indulging in "fan tan

and stud-poker." A report of an "alleged opium joint" created

\

similar interest. A male population, immigrants origin-

ally motivated by the desire to accumulate wealth and return

to China, tbe Chinese found little opportunity to do so in

the already stereotyped roles of cooks, laundrymen and grocers.

Y



The e#tent of the separation that was true for the
éhinese, and to a decreasing extent for the Ukrainiaﬁs, may .
also have been true for the much smaller populations of BRlacks,
nived off into participation in Shiloh "Coloured" Baptist
church; or Greeks and Italians just beginning to trickle into
the city and meeting under the auspices of the Greek Capadian
or Venice clubs; or Poles who congregated at east end Holy
Rosary Church. Not all were as comfortahle as the Dutch, whose
invitations on the occasion of a Dutch national celebration
went out not only to American Dutch speakers aﬁd the ldcal
Dutch Reformed clergyman, but also to the veteran Preshyter-
ian, Dr. McQueen. An articulate immigrant from India complained

of restaurant refusal of service, and was met by a newspaper

/
4

editorial which magnified the issue into a question of the
"duty of Canada" to its "self-preservation" in the face of the
threatening "Conquest of Canada by India by a policy of 'peace-

ful penetration'"” by the vast Indian population.25

-~
0

Poor living conditions and "foreigners" were identi-
fied with the east end by the relatively comfortahle of Anglo-
Saxon birth, although shack and tent towns along a hillside
and along a creek élsewhere also provoked comment. A visitor
.from Winnipeg, J. S. Woodsworth, at the time Secretary of the
Canadian Welfare Leagqgue, made an explicit report to leading
Edmontonians of the worst tondi;ions. After an east end
survey,

...1in one house, tén by twelve by‘nine, he had found

eight people sleeping, where by laws of sanitation

there should have been three. In another, nine by

eighteen by eight, there were nine. 1In a place seven-
teen by twenty-one, there were twenty-nine, In the
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basement of a house there were eighteen sleeping, each
man paying $3 a month for the privilege. In a shack,
ten by twelve by six, a mother, a son, a girl of eight-
een and a man of twenty-one were sleeping all in one
bed. \ '
: In a rooming house in a loft, twenty-four
" by sixty by ten, ...42 slept. Relow was an ice-cream
parlor and a restaurant. The rental obtained from
that building was $355 per month. Surely with such re-
turns for such accommodation, it should be possible to
have decent places of abhode erected and the investment
made a profitable one.

But the civic medical health officer's analysis may have been

\

’ ' \
closer to the generally accepted one.. He attributed "the

grossest conditjon of overcrowding" iﬁ\the cast end, and the
"menace to the health and morals of the\pommur‘ " which they
represented, not to the landlords' rentai\polA . but to the
"inclination" of the “foreigners" to create for themselves

"the same conditions they have bhecome habituated to ...in the
countries from which thgg came."26
That tpe immigrants, particularly the alien immigrants,
comprised a relatively small portion of the population was ob-
viously not a true measure of their significance to the urban
community in 1913. The proportion actually associated with
sub;par ho;sing would havé.been even smaller; but td the ma-
jority, "foreigners" Qere collectivelyv associated with urban
poverty. They were, that“is to say, a preoccupation of the
well-tojdo, providing two significant reminders of the shoft-
comingsﬁof urban integration: squalor and strange ways of life.
As we shall see'in a later section, considerable collective
effort was devoéed to "solving" these problems. Tﬁe extremi-

ties in the accommodations of two minorities of Edmontonians

defined a considerable range; there were not only shacks on
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the one hand and mansions on the other, but a majority in be-
tween. With hoth ends of the specggum most fdmontonians un-
doubtedly did not associate themselves, except perhaps in their
amhitions and fears. Nevertheless, that ﬁost professionals,
hank manaqers and husinessmen lived in the west end (more
pronouncedly on the north side of' the river than on the south)
and that most "labourers", domestic servants and cooks were
_in_the east end was a visual declaration of differences in
means and station.2

For the anticipated boom year 1913 a number of bio-
graphical directories purported to introduce the important men
of the city. The result is a sample of well over three Ahn—
dred men for which various sorts of information are available
in greater'or"leéser‘propbrtion. As might well be expected
in a city of booning imé;gration, the continuing influx of new-
comers kept the averade age of the group rather young, at forty-
one, and the average experience in Zdmonton itself rather short,
at not qguite ten years. But evén this picture is a little de-
ceptive,‘since nearly half the "elite" descfibed arrived as
far younger men after 1906 and had a.combined average residence
in EZdmonton of just two and one-half years by 1913. By con-
trast, the other veterans had been in.the city .an average of
sixteen years. Both the sizeable ?roporzion of newcomers and
the number of young men among them were no doubt closélyﬁrej
lated to the very high immigration réte to the city in 1911,
1912 and 1913.2%8

Taken aé a whole, nearly three-quarters of the bio-

graphical subjects were still Canadian born; indeed more than

[y
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half were born in Ontario. The tide éf Canadian migration had,
however, diminished sliqhtly sinqe 1906, and-for the first
time British newcomers between 1906 and 1913 had totalled one-
quarter of the sample. Not only had they been born in Great
Britain (especially Fngland and Scotland in that order), but
they had also grown up there. Far more than usual among those
who arrived after 1906 were born in the United States: well
over one-tenth. The Canadian proportion among those arriving
after 1906 droéped below two-thirds; the Ontario proportion
below one-half, hoth in terms of birthplace and location of
childhood residence. Information on nativity available for
" barely two-thirds of their parents supports the notion of a
trend to growing (yet still mihor) interest on the part of
Americans. Tor about two-thirds of the sample, information
about their wives' origins shows an even more pronounced shift
aggng the newcomers since 1906 to those of British and Ameri-
can backgrounds, even though overall they were still two-thirds
Canadian stock, the largest proportion of them from Ontario
and the next largest from western Canada.29
For about three-quarters of the whole sample, informa-
tion about religious denominational affiliation demonstrates
that perhaps one-tenth of the newcomers since 1906 were Bap-
tists, widening tﬁe range of significantly represented churches
to include five by 1913. Nearly 40 percent of the whole sample
were still Presbyterians, a little‘Qetfef than'one—quaftér vere
Anglicans, almost a fifth Methodists, fewer than one-tenth

Roman Catholics, and the Baptists comprised six percent - al-

ways bearing in mind that for‘one-quarter of the biographees
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no information was given abéut denominétional adherence. 0
Diverse informazion about the formative years of these
men .can be gleaned for various proportions of them. For ex-
ample, for fewer than 60 percent can anything be said of their
fathers' occupations. 1In this respect not much had changed:
some 70 percent were still farmers or mainly small-scale busi