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... ABSTRACT _

. a3
.+

Very few novels match the popularity and longevrty of Robtnson Cmsoe Fewer yet

have been used 5o extenSWely m defence or 1llustrauon of sucha wide vartety of tdeologtcal

posmons Jean Jacques Rousseau saw Robinson Crusoe as an embodmtent ol‘ hlS concept “of

the bon sauvage Classxcal polmckcconomtsts used Crusoe $ acttvmes in his penod of
N [ - f

1solauon to mustrate the rudtmentary processes of .pohucal economy.'Karl Ma‘rx used htm as

I'd

aneodotal materral m hts tdealrzatlon of ‘use- value. To many Crusoe IS the archetypal
’ emptre butlder and evangeher But perhaps  his most widespread tmage is that of the

self made man . the Promethean fxgure who tnumphs m sptte of his . tsolatton — a

celebratron of the Westem spmt Indwd 50 many 1deologtes have been read mto the story of '

PR TN

Defoe S hero that he has become one of the fundamental myths of Western exvihzatton lt is

BN

the tntentton of thrs study to examtne some of these 1deologles to determme to what extent
they are consonant wrth the Splrlt ol‘“Defoe s, text and Del‘oe s own tdeologtcal inclinatmns
and finally to see how one mneteenth and two twentieth century wnters relate to thesc ?

1deologres through thetr varxed revmting of Defoe 's story |

B l}allantyne ‘s novel Coral Island bears the Stamp ot‘ the ﬂattermg and opttmxsnc tmage
of Western man tha’t the myth as n evolved in the nmetee‘nth oentury. presents Thts
eurocentncrty rs bro‘ught under senous cnttcal exammatton by novehsts xra bght of what
happened between the mneteenth oentury and the begmmng of the secOnd half of the
twentreth m terms both of hrstoneal events and of developments m the l‘telds of psychology
ethnography and anthropology ’I'he vrslons of Goldlng and Toumler wlnle both lnghly
crmeal of the mneteenth eentury myth are, bowever very different l'rom each other - one

bemg pessxmrstre and the other fmally opttmtstrc If the story of Robmson Crusoe is still

reoerved today as,a myth of eontemporary relevanee rt :s mnanl’y becanse of ns capacity to



accommodate wnhm the simplé fmmework of the castaway story, some of the deepm des:res

and fears of the culture in whxch n commues to evolve . ‘“ '
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N - .. INTRODUCTION

[

~ S
[

L we leam as much from the vaned shapes that a myth takes up as from the

o form in which it first arose. It is not an author but a socrety that metamorphoses a’

' story into a_ myth, by retaining only what its - unconscrous needs dtctate and
forgettmg everythtng else.’

ln‘the preface to Twentieth :Century Interpretations,of Roblnson. CroSoé; Frank Ellls, :
the editor, lS careful to specify tha't the wrpose of the volu’me‘is to "recall attention to'the
" book behmd the_myth and not to,explore the myth itself. Talkmg about the potency of the
Crusoe myt.h he crtes the moufs of Thomas Twwdy S Vtctonaw parlor surte m oak (ca

1852) Whrch had been on exhtbmon in London The motrfs represent certam edtfymg scenes

2

from T he Llfe and Strange Adventures of Roblnson Crusoe C S

Robmson Crusoe sheltered beneath a broad goatskm umbrella Robxnson Crusee . .
T cateclnzlng Frtday. Friday baiting the Bear in the tree For sale in all the London ©
. book-:shops was. .Muriel Spark s novel, ‘Robinson, . .. And the current productron" RIS
‘ ' ‘at the Palladium was a- pantomtme in two acts ermtled Robmson Crusoe T

these w1tnesses testify. Robmson Crusoe has become

‘:r L0 . i

The editor concludes by saymg that

, a myth of great pot cy and applrcatron Even in France a large umbrella 1s sull called

" un Robmson'f "’ Indeed.“these observattons grve us an idw oj*'the mythrcal status that
Robmson Crusoe.has come 'to assume in Western crvihzauon Il‘ the mterest of thrs edrtor is, |
however Jin the book behtnd the myth the pm:pose of the present Study is to explore some ’
aspects of the myth ttself as 1t has been taken up and developed by later wnters |

P , !
Robinson Crusoe eertamly deserves a place wtthm the hrsrory of 1deas It 1s m tlus

regard that Ian Wa ‘

‘lan Watt "'Roblnson Crusoe as ,a Myth Essays in Crmclsm. A Quorterly Journal
of Literary - Criticism *(April 1951) 97.. This_and -all -subsequent references are to ‘this
versron,_of the -article, There is' “afother"’ wversion  fevised’ by - the' author and pubhshed
in ‘a book edited by Michiael Shinagel: Robinson. Crusoe: An Authoritative Text,.

' Background and., Sources Criticisms ¥New York: W.W.Norton, . 1975), 311-82. .
‘AFrank Elis, .ed.; Twent?eth Century Interpretation.s of Robinson Crusoe (New Jersey

Prepttcieﬁ Hall, 1969) i, | o |

”-;, S ' |

She, o



M

Robinson Cmsoe falls most naturally into place, not thh other novcls but with the .
great myths of- Western civilization, with Faust, Don Juan and Don Quixote, All
these have ‘as their basic plots, therr enduring images, a single- mmded pursult by
the protagomst of one of the charactensttc destres of western man ‘

~

:Hence we see today in Robmson Crusoe less Defoe s hero than one of the more tmportam

myths of Western ctvnltzauon It is the intention of the present study to examme some of the

tdeologtes Wthh have been read into Defoe ] novel to deterrmne to what extent they tally
wrth the spmt of the text and Def oe 's own tdeologtcal mclmattons and ﬁnally to see how one

mneteenth oentury and two twentteth century writers react ¢ these tdeologtes thrq,ugh their
'
- rewnung of Defoe § story ‘ ’ '

st

lan Watt s arttcle "'Robtnson Crusoe’ as a myth -has been wndely recelved as the

most 1mportant contnbuuqn on the/subject Rece)t crmcs have however obJected 10 Watt $

thesrs on the grounds that it is not consonant, with Roblnson Crusoe and Defoe’s beltefs.- Of

course such crmcrsm sprtngs from fl'atlure to make a. dtstmctron between the hero m the '
‘ \
novel and that same hero as a mythlcal figure a dtstmctton Watt makes explxcttly at the
0(‘, V .

outset of. his amcle We shall therefore endeavour*r to examme such problems in Defoe ’
o . - . -

cntrcrsm while gomg beyond the scope of Watt 5. essay in oertatn crucral respects Watt docs
. ) \ f ‘ .
not for exaxnple deal wrth the role, of creattve wnters in the canomzatton and perpetuatton

t

of the myth We shall atternpt in a modest way, to remedy this sttuatton as we beheve that a 4

study of the Robtnson Crusoe myth would be tncomplete thhout an exammatton of the ways

[N
' - \

m whrch lnterary works promote or contest 1deologres attachmg to a parttcular story: sttuauon :

1y
N .

or hero L

It lS in thrs respect that consxderatton of Coral Islarid ( 1858) is. relevant Thts novel

‘\1
v~.

wntten in the Vtctonan age, bears the stamp of the 1deologres fears and asptrattons of
Western man typlcal of the myth as mterpreted by that age. It wrll become evident ln reading

Ballantyne s no;/el that. 1ts source of msptratton is less Defoe s Rablnson Crusoe than the myth

Y

-

’v‘wa[tl%;_" B ‘ :

F




A
1, within the economy of our thesis, Coral Island serves a

" the novel has gentrated. Moreove T,

‘

double function, both as a riﬁcxecmh-ccmury variant of the Crusoe mfth and as the
immediate model for Willlam Golding's Lord of the Fltes (1954), onc of the

) twentieth-century reworkings of the myth we proposc to study — the other being Miche]

. . ]
Tournier’s Vendred! ou les limbes du Pacl fique (1967).

The A;nain object of our thesis is to determine athrough a comparative analysis of these

i ,
" two’ very different fdvels, how the Crusoe myth has evolved in the twentieth century and

. *
how, in two of its more prominent variants, it differs from the standard nineteenth ~century

* version, No such‘comprehcnsi\}e approach to the subjec( has been undérlaken before,
Comparative, s[udiés have.been done bc’(v;ecn Robinson Crusoe and Coral Island, Coral !sl&nd
and Lord/'of lhe\{lgg:v; Lord }If the Flies and Robinson Crusoe, Vendredi ou les ltmbes du
Paclﬁqu/ and Ré‘bln;oh C No study, hOwever, has compared Lord of the Flies and
Vendredi ou\l;s/ limbes ’du Pacifique. My thesis will attempt not only to situate Michel
Toumicr's; fovel in relauor; to t‘h.c English texts, it will, above all, establish aﬁ overall context
by viewing Robinson Crusoe as a generic text: the stem of a family tree which bears ‘bo‘th loyal
and subversive branches, pattc}ned‘ and nourisixed by the different ideological layers which the
roots have had to penetrate, |

the first chapter def ines the conception of myth that the Thesis is going to explore:
one that is shared by writers such as lan Watt, Michel Tournier, and Jean Baudrillard. The
importance of making a distinction t;etween. the hero in a novel and that same hero

metamoi'phosed into a mythical figure, as well 4s the problems.that'arise from a failure to do

so, will be examined and illustrated with specific reference to Defoe criticism. There will be a

re-examination from this point of view of lan Watt's thc’sis; as well as a_critical look at the

-

censorship and dist_oriion in o{ed in Rousseau's idealization of Crusoe as 'noble savage'.

{

Marx's idealization of 'use-value’ will ‘be Examined in & similar light. The aspect of the myth (

-that is perhaps most alive in our imagination today is that of Crusoe as the 'self-made man’,



«triumphing In spite*of his isolation', a celebration of human ingenuity and endurhpce. The

problems with this interpretation, which ignores, among other things, Crusoe's tremendous

1

" luck wjth original stock, will be raised in our discussion. The image‘vo[ Western man which’
. €manates from this aspecs of the myth is very' flauering, and one that is complemented by
other aspcéls: the impcriz{llsl and evangclical f'acets‘ of the myth, The far—rcaching'

consequences of this myth, such as ifs ulfimate justification and sanctiftcation of capitalitm
i ' \

’
—_—

. will also be explored. Aftér a discussion of Jean Baudriltard's critique of the”

darx and the classical political’ economists use the Crusoc myth to. illustrate

_ their theories, st chapter will conclude with a brief discussion of Coral lsla,nd'as a

’

fictional variant of the Crltlxsoe myth, Ballamync';lboys ~ the ‘collective Crusoc” M‘achie‘vc
brilliant success as casta\‘&ays_ ei;a;lgclists ahd imperialists, a success attesting l£o lﬁc

| superiority of Western civilization, to lhé per‘fcctibifity of ~n"lar»man)d hence to the poss'ibilil)'. gf
an Earlhiy Paradise, | | |

'
\

The sccdnd "chapter studies the relationship between Lord 'of the Flies and the

Robinson Crusoe myth as filtered throdgh Coral Island. Goldih‘g's parodic and satiric

intention was to write a Tealistic novel about real bdys on a real isjand and to show what they

would make of their situaiion. In fact, (;o}ding's boys rlnake a thorough mess of things;
instead of civilizing and evangelizing‘ savages, as do Ball;clntyﬁe's bdys. they themselves
gradually regress io a stats, of bestigl savagely. quc_lixig’ thus. attempts to refute ﬁailantync's
cheerful' optimism, ‘den’o.unc’ing it as being nalve and {;aﬁzil in. its cor;fidencé in Wetst'ern'

[ v

civili;au‘on"s ability 1o address the perennial problems of man, which, in Go'ding's view,

spring from rhan's very-bestial nature. Goidipg thus parédies at once thveAconc.e'pt of th.é noble ’
“savage, the nou;on .of man's originalb"goédnes{'or: pcri'ectibility, aﬁd the pOSSibﬂity ;)fﬁ'an
Eaﬁl}ly Paradise. | |

| éhapger three is another compafaﬁge study, much like lhat of the preceding chapter,

but this time of Tournier's and Defae's niovels. As André Thiel rightly comments: _ |



Ly

. informing these metamorphoses, '

Il y a bien longtcmps que Robnson a échappé a son auteur et qu'il s'en est allé
rejomdre le vaste royaume des personnages mythiques. Les dimensions de ces héros
s'accommodent assez des préoccupations contradictoires des générations qQui se
succedent. Celles-~ci y distillent leurs réves, y introduisent 1'écho de leur siécle.?

This chapter examines the aspects-of the myth which. have been. transformed, parodied or

‘rcvgrscd by Michel' Toumier, as well as the ide'ologiéal and metaphysical orientations

Our concluding chapter recapitulates the central question,, comparing the ways in
. Ay, ) . . .

”

“which the two twentieth century writers — William Golding and Michel Tournier — have

" civilization and third -world cultures in the colonial and post-colonial saga.

D

transformed the mygh,’and'a‘sscssiﬁg the philosophical and historical $hifts that have inspired

these reworkinigs of the myth, IFinally,‘ we indicaje some avenues for further rcscafch on

N

is rich in the thematics of the Crusoe:Friday encounter — the confrontation of Western

1

4 i ! ’ “ ’ /

’Aﬁdré ‘Thiel, "Vendredi ou: le.;\ limbes du Paclf ique: Grand an "du Roman de.
lAcadén'uc francaise,* La Revue Nouvelle 47 (1968) 98 | o _ L

- cerfin aspects of the Robinson Crusoe myth, esgecially in the area of African fiction, which -

.



CHAPTER ONE

ROBINSON CRUSOE: NOVEL AND MYTH
-, ' .
a
On dirait que chaque générauon a €prouvé le’ besoin de se raconter, de sc
_ reconnaftre et ainsi de se mieux connaftre A travers ceti® ‘histoire. Rob:mon a trés
vite cessé d’€tre un héros de roman pour devcmr un pcrsonnage mythologique.(VP
' 219) o

~ . ' . . . ' [
A '!

The dxstmcnon between the hero in a novel and that same héro metamorphoscd mlo a ‘
' ! - N ’
mytmcal fi tgurc is a crucial one, For it is vcry easy while dnscussmg the mvthlcal status of a

hero to shp into an exegests of the novel in wmch the hcro hrst appcars or .even to. find,

oneself ob)ectmg to some of lhe mythlcal images as§oc1ated with that hcro b) appcahng to thc

!
"facts’ of the orlgmal Story S ‘ ) ) o -

3
’

Man has always sought to define himself, his environment and the dominant' aSpects‘
N L ¢ . . i . . '
of his culture- through myths which givc meaning (o life,-'illustrating/in _story ‘ftmn the

ideologies, fears and asplranons of thexr SpeCIfjc cultures Taken together, the myths of a

social group consutute the collecuve and yct hcterogcncous soul of its culture. Our perception ‘

, Ay
cof ourselves mforms our myths whtch in tum mould our conception of thc world and our

place in n Man “can thus be defmed in Toumlers WOrds &s a mythologlcal ammalﬂr

-

."L homme ne dev:em homme, n acqutert un sexe, un co:ur ct unq magmattoﬁ‘ a' homme quc

\ grﬁce au brutssement d' hlstoxres au kaléxdoscope d' 1mages qut cntourem le pcut cnfant dés le
berceau et I' accompagnent Jusqu au tombeau (VP 1912 This is why Toumner m tbe wake

'of La Rochefoumuld and Dems dc Rougemopt beheves that nobody would fall in love .r he

‘-\
[ ,n-

nevcrheardthe word 'love S = ‘  | S '.f."Ej f, BN

In our ovm hterary culture someumes it happens that a. story whxch was in no wav” ‘

Lo
A Y

mtended by ns author as a myth becomes onc th:ough the collecuvz medtauon ol‘ socxety, and

N

nt is thls aspect of myth makmg that thts study seeks to explore When ecrtam fcaturcs of a'.‘

"\
[

T ’ r RS o . . y f [
y o . [ . . . » -
. . Y B



‘,\.‘w'" . .
' 1

story-situarion and its hero embody the belief’s, aspiralions and'ideologies of a culture or.

civnhzation those features can be rsolated amplified, grven prommence and meamng thar may

{ ‘even contradrcr lhe general spml of the orrgmal story and the author's own rdeologlcal

i

inclinations. Such a process of amplification, drstomon apd reduction wrll usually involve the
appearance of other texts, sometimes written as variants of -the original stoty, sometimes
taking the form of commentaries ot ‘applications' of that story. Hence, as lan Watt puts it,

_ although a myth is generated:"from a story, it is'nol an- author, but a' socieiy that
. ,v

metamorphoses . [that] story. mto a myth by retarmng only whar its. unconscrous needs

dlctale and f orgemng everythmg else.”

- In Le Vent Paraclet Michel Tournier establishes a clear disuncu'on between pu‘rely

~

f 1cuonal characters and mythrcal heroes A first drstmgurshmg feature is that the former never ‘
aclually leave the world of the pnnted page lls som pnsonmers, des a;uvres' ou 1ls ‘

' appararssent (VP 189) lf occasronally they do appear ‘on the stage or on the screen as do

N

Stendhal s - Julien Sorel and Balzac s Vautnn (examples of purely« ficuonal heroes) At s

- - .2 A

‘because the novels whrch gave Lhem life have been grven theatncal and . ememauc g
mterpretauons Moreover however popular Lhese heroes become they never echpSe the

renown of Lherr respecuve aut.hors Mythrcal characters on the other hand are somewhat .'

3

', different :Mrchel 'l‘oumier cites the e‘iample of Don Juan hero of Le Seducteur df Sévllle

' wrmen by Tlrso de Molma in 1630 Who has not heard of the character yet how many people o

P

,know 1he author or- the work” Don Juan has been seen everywhere "de générauon en C

.générauon dans des comedles des romans des operas On drralt que chaquexays chaque &

'epoque a voulu donner sa versxon parncuhere du héros qur mcmne la révolte du sexe contre
K] . . .

PR

‘vlordre coutre tous lesordres (VP 190), “ k.f ' '.

',“, L

The populanty of a mythreal character can thuS‘bE seen to be directly proponional to -

.‘the obscurlty of lns ereator But such popularity. as Tourmer further eXplmns is of a pecuhar :

r

W 9. . . i .



'nature' ' .-v" A

Si don Juan a animé tant de vies 1magmatres c'est sans doute parce qu 'il a’sa place
* dans Ja vie réelle. Si nous Je rericontrons ‘dans tant d‘ceuvres, ¢'est parce que nous
le rencontrons dans Ja vie. Il y a des don Juan autour de nous, il y a du don Juan ', |
en nous. C'est ''un des modgles fondamentaux grce auxquels nous donnons ‘un
‘contour, -une forme une effigie’ repérée a nos asprrauons et a nos humeurs . (VP

190) o - o ‘ ‘
. ' . ) k) e . .

lndeed SO estabhshed is Don Juan s status as’a mythtcal character that he has long slnce

escaped f rom the pages of Trrso s work to mhabrt a vaster kmgdom that of popular culturc

; _. i o . f N y

R Tournrer s analysrs suggcsts the two dtmensrons of heroes such as Don Juan and

Robrnson Crusoe therr neahty as flcttonal charactérs and thetr reallty as ‘culture heroes

fas mythrcal characters 1t is ‘thus essenttal as thrs study thl tlltxstra’e to bear in mind\tharA

‘a -
. SR

me two dimensi’o‘ns are 'not always congruent. What these ,heroes' e'n'tbody is hdr always
at M \ [ " // ' . K \
. consonant wrth the intentions of therr creators Robmson Crusoe, as Toumrer rtghtly points

N\

; out rs no, longer srmply Def oe’s hero (the hero of a novel) he has mvaded the woﬂd

- Car en meme temps que Robmson Crusoé s‘échappatt de 1I'euvre ol il etatt apparu
pour animer' des dizaines d'autres. ceuvres sous les avatars différents, ,8a popularjté
"t dépassait et echpm celle de son auteur. Bien de tous les hommes, RohtnsQn est
A un des éléments constrtuttfs del ‘dme de’ LhOmme occrdental ( VP 221)
Indeed the Robmson Crusoe Story rs one of the most potent myths of modern Western

ot

' crvtltzauon The apotheosrs of Defoe 's novel lS evrdenwd as. early as the etghteenth century
by the prohferauon of translattons imttattons and adaptattons of the not‘rel Pat Rogers

‘ . “. [} .
reports that "by 1900 there were at least 200 Enghsh edttrons m’cludmg abndged texts. 110

,

translauons and 277 tmrtatrdns headed by works such as Quall Perer Wilklns. and. T*he Swlss 5

'o l'p

Famt'Iy Robm.wn‘ Li2 Apart from the vanous translatxons there are also versrons of the story

. N
J‘

thh a strong nauonal character (French German Swiss etc,) The mneteenth century

“

wrtnessed the produeuon of ‘Robmsonades with many drffel'ent Vanants adapted to & wnde

vanety of mterests age and cultural groups Nor has the flow of Robmsonades abated rn the

twenueth oentury Pa.t Rogers records’at 'Ks’rwoe takes up tlurty fnre columns in the Bntish

’Pat Rogem Robinson Crusoe (London Boston Sydney George Allen and Unmn., .‘

-1979) 11 .The .two following quotatrons ‘are’ from p. 14‘ et R R
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A~

{ Ltbrary catalogue merely '10 hst new verstons eats up several oenttmetres annually There

\ .

have even been operas and pantomtmes made of Roblnson Cru.soe ln thxs respect Rogers

' bCllCVCS that "[N]o one wm wish to argue that Surtabtltty for adaptatiOn tnto pantemnme form

"\

| ls a major test of a great arttsttc creauon. but l cannot resrst the feeltng that' the same mythxc

"
I

‘ quahty underhes Crusoe s endunng success in both modes Indeed hke Ian Watt Mrchel
. ey
tTourmer and many others Frank Elhs is of the opmron that "Robinson Crusoe has become a

myth of great potency and wrde apphcatron " ThlS consensus has n0t however guarantwd any

. ' . i i - ’
f I . N §

: unammity ds 10 exactly what myth Crusoe does embody In sptte of thts general dtsarray

A

‘ there are, cntics ltke Pat Rogers and Anthony Purdy. who agree that Ian Watt s treatment of

v /" - ln- K ot

. the questron is, so far the ,most complete However Ian Watt has been so mrsunderstood to

! -’ Coe o ; Y

the pomt of, mrsrepresentauon by s0me recent cntrcs that itis- necessary to restate his tase in

b
N

ot'der to expose the enormous problems that. are created by a (atlure to drsungutsh novel f rom

) . P
in an , . ' \._‘ ‘ o . P . o ea

AE S S B M . A e v
myth ) et [
' T ' UL \ et .
o on

Although a myth germmates in a storyt it 1s not the author who determmes the

metamorphosis oT hrs story tnto a myth nor 1s the myﬁr neeessarily eongruent wrth the spmt

of the novel orﬂthe author s intentfons lan' Watt tnakes this, pornt very clear* e ‘: L .

Ito is true that if - we examtne what Defoe actually wrote and may be thought to have "

’ «tntended it appears that Robinson Crusoe hardly supports”someof the symbohe

. uses to owhich the pressure. of the needs of our society has. it sefve: But’ this,

- . ‘of .course, is in keeping with-the status. of Robluson *Crusoe as a myth, for we ‘learn

.“ .~ as much from the varied. shapes that a- myth takes in men's minds, as froin the ’

. form-in. which it ‘first arose. It:is not an author, ‘but a socxety, that metamorphoses

- ‘a story into’ & ‘myth ‘by rétaining.only .what its unconscrous needs dic te. and
e N forgettmg everythlng else” - - . ~, AT . RN

\ ‘ . [N , o . '\v‘_,-w a Ll -( ; ," \
9 “ [N N f‘

André Threl following Mrchel Tourmer makes a» sitmlar owervahon relatmg to Robmson

"
Do ot L . P : . ' ." o 1
' . B i . » oot [ B R Al

: i L ¢ . L v N
L . . . IR N v W ' e
. ,. . S e <t

Il ya btenemps que Robmson a 6ehappe a son auteur ef qu'tl s'en'est .
allé rejomdre le.vaste royaume des persunnages mythiques Les dimensions de ces:
héros 8 aoeommodent assea des préoecupauons eontradtctmres des genérauons qut oy

LI VY

T

s e . - -
Watt 97.. ST T e e
’ ’ w R H - * . . P - NEEN P . A .
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se succédent Oelles ct y drstillent leurs reves y mtrodursenl l écho de leur siécle 10 ” \

oV [ . v [

" Hence, to object toa certam mythrcal aspect of a hero or a story by appcahng to the sources B

. P \ "« K e ‘, ‘.,

m ‘the ongmal novel or the author s’ mtentrons rs to mrss the pomt Certamly a’ crrtic may.,'
l.

out of mtellectual mterest endeavour to examtne whtch shape oP the myth corresponds more o
! or less to the orlglnal author% bellef Y and mtenttons he may also f md tt mt.erestmg to expose .

.“»\,
[y

mternal mconsrstencres wrthm a certam mythrcal strand Thrs is not however thc nature of a
. 9 2 o O
4 t,

George Starr s objectron 0 lan Watt s readmg of the myth of the 'Dtgmty of labour as

. A
embodted by Robmson Crusoe Hrs objectlon is hased on doubts as to whether such an ..
. LI
e N e
mterpretatton does Justlce ert.her to Def oe's. intentrons oF t0. the facts ol' the narrauve "“ He.

¢

thus attempts 1o ref ute another cr,mc s readmg of the myth of Robmson Crusoe by appeahng

’” i n

10! the text whlch begat the myth thereby mtssmg Watt s pornt completely ll is on srmtlar

grounds that Drana Spearman objects to the myth of hamo econamlcus ' "lt cannot posstbly

S )
A ll ' ! o

true ‘on the consérous Tevel. No one m hrs senses would choose the story of a man cast alonehf

“ -

: on an umnhabrted 1sland to rllusuate a theory whrch only appltes to the exchange of gobdsl

‘l‘ ' [ f “ . .

and semces " But rnyths do not fuhctlon orl the conscrous level Nor rs myth makmg by‘

’ . ) . 0
\

any means rhe exclusxve provmce of rnformed mtellectuals 1t rs socrety whrch drstllls llS :

> N . “_‘.l‘, o ,, «

desrres asplrauons and 1deologres mto a story to make a myth whxch rs why far more people -

have heardt abOut Robtnson Crusoe than have actually ’read belm s novel and why we have
. i ,. k 5_

come to tlunk of' Crusoe as oue of the foundmg myths of modem Western cnvrhzatron to be

e e

TR ?3[ S
"George ‘A Starr "Robtnson Crusoe and the Myth of Mammon.l,- Elhs 103. .
3Diang Spearman The Navel and Society (London* Routledge and l(ggan Paul
1966’) -166.. 53~ s
"Anthony Purdy, "From Defoe s Cmsoe toQiroumier '3, 'Vcndredl' The
tamorphosw of a Myth,” The Canadlan Review of Comparattve therature 11 2 ‘
(June 1984) 216 .;’ e L R S T e
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ideolo%tes 0f Westem cmlrzanon led Western man to put Robmson Crusoe” Smce myths are
."' “p,‘.' * Lo 8

generated by stortes Erhard Reclrwttz ) general observattons on ‘Robinsonades are relevant

\
\

toourpurpose ,' i R '; ‘ t' ,
%' On ap physical level the plot of any Robinsonade is both rnittated and necessttated by“ »

“an’act of isolation. The moment the castaway is flung'on the beach of his desert’ "

!

.. island hé:is deptived of all the amenities of Western culture, and it is that lack... " °

- " which 'determines his subséquent actions. On a less literal- level isolation stands for

. 'a kind ‘of . éxperimental stripping of everythmg that' in a ‘complex - saciety may S

. tobscure his inherent ‘qualities: Robinson reduced to a .“mere state of, nature” *
.. embodies the concept ‘of man struggling for life in. its purest form. Thus the desert.

'~ ‘exarnined  in . the conl‘med spaoe of a mmtature world and under controlled y
‘vcondtuons"‘\,. N TP S .

1
l

the myth than to Damel Defoe s Robmson Crusoe whrch extends well beyond the desert tsland

» N » ) it

lhomme occrdental contemporam (VP 221 22) consututes the raw matertal from whtch

The lrmrts used here to def ine the Robrnsonade correspond more closely to Robmson Crus0e |

P " island- ‘gains the statis of a laboratory where a representative individual can be '

; eptsope lsolatton or. solrtude whtch Mtchel Toumrer consrders "la plare la plus. pentrcxeuse de '

Crusoe s mytlucal statues are burlt Jean Jacques Rousseau is. very tspeaftc about the ‘

[

eentrallty of Crusoe s penod of rsolauon i

"*' | ‘Ce roman débarrassé fe tout soanatras comrnen;ant au nauf rage de Robinson pres
de son isle et’ ftmssant a larrtvée du vaisseau qui vient 1'en tirer sera tout.a la fois

1 amusement et ¥ mstructlon d'Ennle durant l'époque dont rl est ici question 13

¢ . ! "

The last two volurnes of Defoe s tnlogy are thus of httle relevance 'to thxs thests smce they

v
4 ¢,

are not part of the ferule ground on wlnch the mytlncal gram was sown BT R ‘

to a smgle, sigq\ftcant situauon e Hrs approach to the subject is tnterestmg-‘ "But even lf we -

)

ask wh’“t‘ts the essenttal socxal meam,ng of that one eptsode that solnude many answers

; suggest themselves "” Thus Socrety 1s the book to be read as 1t dxsplays a mosarc of thq

l<-‘

mythrcal rmages of Robmson CruSoe But the dtffusron of these tmages rs so subtle and

! “Erhard Reckwitz Die Robim‘onade. Themen und Formen einer Iizerarischen Gammg,
- Bochumer:’ Anglistlsche Studien, “4: ( Amsterdam:. ‘Graner, 1976). 639. | .
Jean-Jacques: Rousséan, - Emlle~ou de I'education (Pans Gallxmard Btbhotheque de
. Piiade, 1969) 3: 455 L

.‘/\

Ian Watt has descnbed thts tendency of myths "in transnussron to be wluttled down ‘
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JreterogeneQus that one nwds lenSes to percerve them These are provrded by those wrlters and

L \|\tlk‘ l ™ . i, l

: theonsts whose vrews on Robmson CruSOe translate certam 1deologrcal strands mformed by

lll' t/

the asptrauons fears and destres Qf Westem man, @omment amdng these writers are

,/ ,n‘. . o o

Jean Jacques Rousseau the classrcal polmcal economtsts Karl Marx Ian Watt and more :

rec&ntly, Jean Baudrlllard The mouf s of T homas Tweedy s Vtctortan parlour surte in oak wtll
o " I
i serve to brmg mto focus some of the more vrsrble tmages whrch underlre the theones of these

M .o . i . U
thmkerS* Robmson Crusoe sheltered beneath a broad goatskm tumbrella y "Ro mson Crusoe ‘

! A
N . . , t
il g l

catechmng Fnday ""Fnday battmg the bear m the tree . lan Watt relates another

. Ly k)

ptcturesque example along srmllar hnes ln 1848 an enterprrsmg Frenéh mdustrtaltst started

a restaurant up a: tree a partrcularly fme chesthut i a wood near Pam' he«called lt

I | 4

Robmson and how restaurateurs Vle for the trtle in a Vrllage of that name ne

¢ I
\ Y

What popular u‘nage of Robmson Crusoe can we, dtsttll from these few examples'7
There 1s certamly the prrmltmst 1mage the 1dea ol‘ man usmg hrs mgenutty and readlly
) . !
avarlable matenal to protect htmself f rom- the natural world (agamst rain, for example) there

rs a celebratron of manual labour (carpentry) and of mvenuon,\ there 1s fmally, the tmage of

REEIE t”.

the ctvtltzmg and evangeltcal mrssron of Western man lt xs also revealing that all but one of

these 1mages — the bear batting — are taken from the rsland eprsode the pertod of rsolation

Py
' R

And here reasons for Western man s obsessron wnh sohtude are at once obvnous and |

IR »

paradoxrcal for Crusoe s solltude is- at the ongm of two facets of the myth One aspect

portrays hts tsolauon m a posmve light etther because it

.'

prelapsarlan man or becauSe xt enables Crusoe to free hxrnself from the'pressures and demands ’

.

of soctety thus perrmttmg htm 10 be a more fulfrlled ‘ mdrvrdual who has' .to work for the
srmple sausfactron of lus nwds lt ts thus not surprismg that thrs aSpect of the myt‘h tnterests

e TR

not only pnrmtrvrsts such as Rousseau..but also a wtde vanety of economtc thmkers as a«
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f avoume example for the lllpstratron of thelr systems The other facet of the myth whlch 1s

‘ perhaps more ahve in ouf tmagmauon presems Crusoe s rsol.auon negauvely, as. a test of

/
P

. endurance and a case. study of man E survrval mstmct As lan Watt puts xt ”Crusoe hves m
/ N ‘ R 2 v ’ | ’ ;

the 1magmanon mamly as a tnumph of human achlevement and enterpnse and as a favounte ;"

\ v

» example of. the elementary processes of polmcal economy n20 ’I’hxs ls why the rsland eptsode is "

) very 1mportam for in John Robert Moore s words gt is m the island eprsode iﬁ whrch

\l ‘n

. Crusoe comes face to face wrth the problems of mankmd that we have the supreme

i

achrevement o Hence "the bare fact of survnval in solttude constltutes the power of the :

N 'l
»

myth We adtmre Crusoe for what he achreves in sprte of lonelmess
A thrrd aspect of the myth is related to Crusoe s work and mvolves emptre burldmg'
R BRI 1 [N ! S ’/
‘_and 1ts attendant and jusufymg e\rangehcal myth As Tame puts it, in Crusoe s world

rellgron consecrates labour prety fe_eds pauence and man supported ‘on one srde by hrs

msuncts on- the otber by hrs behefs ﬁnds lumself able to clear the land to people to

i

‘, orgamze and ClVlhze contments nn Thrs ethrc depends on a behef m the 'dtgmty of labour
4 P

ot

; backed by the Calvuust ethrc of the sancnfrcanon of the world by work Let us now Jook at
all these aspects of‘ the myth in greater detarl relate thern to Defoe s text anﬁmeasure the
Tdtstance between novel and myth e B : '.‘

The p trvxst myth is usually assocrated wrtb JeaneJacques Rousseau Most of :

e

Rousseau s tnbutes to Roblnson Crusoe appear m the thtrd book of Emile ( 1762) where after ‘

[

: regrstering lus aversron l‘or books Rousseaufnevertheless reserves hrghly laudatory remarks f or :_

et ‘,

’ Defoe s novel wluch he recommends as the pnmary text and fOr a long mne the only oue to . ;

l)' 1

be studted by Ermle - hrs puprl — m a natural ‘envrronment away from the negatrve |

’°Watt 97 T ' LU et el e
‘2 John Robert Moore. "Robmson Crusoe ‘Elhs-—60 AT e
12John Robert Moore, _Daniel . Defoe: Cluzen of :lr,e Modern World (Clucago C
,Umversity -of: Chicago .- 1958) 21 . RN
”T‘ranslation of Taine by M. Van Laun, (Edmburgh 1873) 2 153- 57 quoted by
11’3;2 )Roge‘lg 66De)be, The C’ al Herlzage (London Routledge and Kegan Paul
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mfluences of society (’I‘he chorce of this boolr whrch he consrders as a treanse in natural

|' [y

educau(m is clearly nol‘ forlgurtous .there are very obvrous brographrcal srmrlarmes berween

'/ o

Crusoe and Jean Jacques ‘ROusseau whrch do nor however enter into the. scope of this -

,thesrs)"‘.m. ,‘ o oy )

) \ \ , VoL Y
i .

!
: . : [ . . .
[ f * t

The dommanr posrtlon in Enule 1s a belrel” m man '§' mnare goodness anr\

r'(l
4 . e

denuncration of the corrupuve mﬂu\ence of socrety Pire defmes Jean Jacques Rousseau s

\v‘

lmage of‘ Robmson in the followrng lerms* " A ses yeux Robmson symbolrsarl au meme titre

qu Adam la grandeur et la purssance de 1’ homme vivant en' harmome avec la nature lom de
l mﬂuence néfaste de la socrété "3 However the rdealrzauon of Crusoe as ﬁl’e natural man is

o

," consonant nerther wrth the spmr of Defoe s texl nor wrth Defoe s own 1deOlogrcal

S .

" mclmauons Crusoe unlrke Selkrrlr (hrs souroe of msprrauon) never emertams any desrre to '

o \

reure rmo nature As Maxrmrllran Novak puls it, [I]n sprte of hrs envrronmenl Crusoe s llfe )
. W "
, is thal of Rousseau s crvrlrzed man: Always movmg sweatrng torlmg, and rackmg hrs brams ‘

.’l-

) to fi rnd strll more labonous oocupauons' he .80€s on in drudgery tq hrs last mOment and even

’ 1

seeks dwth to put himself in a. posmon to lrve' "6 The actrvmes of Crusoe in hrs perrod of

p

ne

1solatron are mdeed antrprrminvrst lan Watt makes tlus observauon ' B
" Defoe's. 'natufe’ appeals not for adorauon but for explortatron the rsland'
solitude is ah exceptiprial. occasion not 'for undisturbed self - -communion . but’ for
strenuous efforts at self -help. Insprred with thrs belief, Crusoe .obsérves nature, not
with the eyes of a:pantheist primitive, but with, the calculaung gaze -of. colonial .,
«<apitalism. Wherever he looks he sees -acres that cty out-for improvement, and as : - -
he settles down to the task he glows, not wrth noble savagery. but purposiVe;

‘possessron” L o L e P

0 . L '
. s . A
“

It is, moreover mterestmg to see how Frrday. the real savage ol‘ Deﬁoe 8 story. does nor
' i ) ! -
really interest Rousseau srnee mcorporatmg hrm mto hrs theory would detract from his

"

rdeahzauon of Robmson Crusoe as the natural man Such an analysrs provrdee a vrvrd example

"‘See G. Prre “Jean- Jacques Rousseau et Robmson Crusoe Revue de lmérature k

comparee '30 (1956) 480-82. : _ , ‘
480 ‘ ; ' ' '

26 jan Novak, Economlcs and the ﬂctlon ef Dantel Defoe (Berkeley and Los

Angeles' Umversrty of Cahforma Press 1962) 58. ‘

"Watt 100. _ o -

‘
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“of the someumes conscrous tentual deformauon that ts mvolved m the: process of the

0 ¢

metamorphosts of a novel mto myth Nature mterests Defoe as well as Rousseau But, t6 use E

\

Ian Watt s words thts srtuatton only allows the two authors to reahze without mterference

- thetr own thwarted vocattons For Rousseau nature is a sanctuary but“for Defoe, “the

[

jungle jtself must succumb to the trresrstrble rdeology of capitaltsm

Crusoe ) 1solatton m nature ‘ls also used by Rousseau to rllustratel his: theory of the -
\ - —
dtgmty of labour aDthesns shared by Marx Rousseau glonftes manual labour because of its |
educattonall andy restoratrve vtrtues and because work as pracused ‘by Crusoe provrdes ‘an
‘— anudo‘te to’ the dehumamzmg and alrenatmg effects of the dmsron of labourl in the capttahst

* o e
settmg In this respect Crusoe S rsland extstence wrth the practrcal tnvenulve S wh‘nch ll

' ’

demands does not fail to rmpress the prophet of natural educatron Ptre pomts thrs out: -

L rnventeur de la pédagogre axée st}r l mtéret le’ besom et la vie a trouvé un bel exemple du’

- i

génte que peut déployer un hornme mis en face de la nécessrté n The mfluence of Rousseau ]

’

thests on Western attttudes towards work is thoroughly dtscussed by lan Watt 30 As Watt

points out on the socral scale many reforms have been made which aim at reducmg some of

i

the ahenatmg effects Of specrahzatron by remtroducrng in the mcreatronal sphéres some of

¢

, o
those acttvrties pracnsed by Crusoe on_his’ 1sland 1 would add that today there is often a.
oertatn prestige attached to products ;branded as "home made or 'hand made Thrs

ld;a.ll‘zauon of - Crusoe s work as. Ian Watt clearly demonstrates has to do with our‘ ;

¢

twentxeth oentury socio ~economic ar arrangements - N PP I

For the main prooesses by which man reeerves food clotlung, and shelter are only -
ltkely to:become: interesting whén they have become alien to his common. everyday_
. experience. To enjoy the: descnpnon of- theelementary productive: processés eveals
.4 sophtstieated taste. Obviously, primitive people can never, forget for a day, what
" Crusoe-announces with the ‘tones of* on¢ meking- a discovery: "It might be truly
- " said that now I- began to ‘work for: my bread. 'Tis, a little ‘wonderful,and what I
" believe. few - people have -thought' much - upon’ viz, the strange multitude 6f little
, “,f-'things neoessary tn the provxding. producmg. curmg dressmg. makmg and frmshmg

. R ' B NN i
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. this one ar@ of bread "
Robmson Crusoe the hero of solttude thus becomes the patron saint of manual Jabour. As
AN N \

Michel Tourmer obscrves there s, hardly anybody m modern tlmes who has not emertalned

| the tdea of retmng mto an unmhablted island to practISe whal he calls "le: travall accordé a

P ' g
\ )

ces paradls ensoleillés " ln ‘this resPect Crusoe can be seen as le samt patron de tous les .

brrcoleurs de pleu\ air” ( VP 226) o ,,“

The myth o(‘ the dtgmty of labour is’ ver) closely related () the view of Robtnson

1.
[

Cmsoe as‘lhe self~made man, . owmg his fsurvtval and tremendous success ln spile of

i -

0verwhelmmg diff 1cumes 10 hlS work and mgenulty, This aspect of the myth is perhaps the

one most deeply xmprmteIT in the Western tmagmauon Rousseau subscnbes to lhls mythg

o’

which views Crusoe 's. 1solatron and its at(éndant prbblems asa challenge to whnch Crusoe has
tofaceup Co e TR S

Robmson Crusoe dans son- isle, seul dépourvu de I'assistance de ses semblables et
“des’ instruments " de tous .les arts, épourvoyam cependant 4 sa subsistance, 4sa
.conservation, et se proCurant méme une  sorte” de: bien-8tre, voild «un obJet
mtéressant pour tout fge ot qu'on a mllle moyens de rendre agréable aux enfants.*’

' Robtnson Crusoe\s survrval in, and.in sptle or his solrtude consmutes the’ potency of the -
ST .

myth -This myth wrth ns rmpltcn farth in human reason mventron and progress and in

B3

" man's power to hamess hxs envxronment and to bend 1t 1o’ his wrll could not fail to flatter the;

'
.

otherWtse troubled human soul Thrs m Mrchel Tourmer s oplnion is charactertsuc of our

fo
: . ' - : -
Nl ‘rv ! N . b

relanonshrﬁg\th mytlncal heroes S | \_ | |
B Car le héros mythologrque ' rl prend pxed au ca:ur de chaque mdlvxdu modeste et

_ . prosaique se hausse¢ en meme . temps au mveau «d’une: téussite ‘admirable. Ii est -
paradoxalemem 4.1a fois le double fraternel "de ' chaque homme et une statue
> surhumaine qui le met de plam -pied avec 1'Olympe. éternel., De telle sorte que
25 chaque héros mythologlque .nOus engage dans un processiis ,d awahagiogmphle o
" ‘Comme. Je Suis grand fort, mélancohque' s'écrie le. lecteur en levant les yeux du ' .
lxvre vers un miroir. Vraunent it ne se savatt pas si beau' (VP 226) ' o

» ' . . . . A “h
. o — .,J .o . | S
LN .\ E . (I - s . ' f
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The facts of Defoe's narrative, however,. sustain neither such a ‘conception.of the

dignlly. of labour nor the 'resultam myth of Crusoe as a self -made man. Had Crusoe himself

cherishedlthe ldeolo"g'yl"“of sleadfast labour, Brazil woold ha've been the place for him to stay.
lan Watt points out Crusoe's preference for short cuts to, success — the reAwards of

" [ ‘.‘, Lt N - ’.I ‘. . '
adventurers' capltahSm as against the steady growth characteristic of the new economlc order, .

4

Moreover Crus()es motivations for working are specrflc to his state of. isolation: "On
Crusoe s lsland unremmmg lOll is obllgatory there, and only there, it lS instinct both wnh

moral valué and calculable personal reward. "’ Besides, as Watt points out, this myth Gf the

;\"

self - m&ﬁé;9man ignores Crusoe s tremendous luck with capxtal stock The smpwreck which the
l*“ kS

Lk
m lhﬁ?ﬁbld have us see as an act of divine retribution, is in realny the necessary disaster, the

' bord' il [Crusoé] avait‘ regu un véritable vmthue grﬁce a 1'épave du navire laissée .
"‘w, .; ..41 &disposltmn par la civilisation. Ensuite il avait été jeté sur une tle verdoyante,
afgée de fruns et' peuplée d'animaux aussn peu redoutables que les fameuses
ehevres

m

Les cmq naufragés de Jules Verne n'ont droit qu'é un tlot rocheux, battu
les l‘lots (VP 219) :

§’ The elemem of textual del‘ormatwn in the prooess of the me;amorphos:s of novel to
\;x

re . i
T

myth mce agam qmte plam The ideology of Lhe dxgmty of labour has been read into

=N

Crusoe's Work: in xsolauon hut the reader s ignorance about the elementary processes of ‘
producuon does not sul'frce to explam the appeal of Crusoe s labour The mfluence of thek

Protestant work ethic should not be tmmrmzed Ian Watt makes the connecuon ' .

The ‘reader’s 1gnorance of the basrc prooesses of producnon is not’ t.he only: source

- of the appeal of Crusoe's islanid labours. He is also affected by the obscure ethical
.and religious overtones: which pervade Defoe's intense concenttation upon each '
sta e of Crusoe's exctnéns Eventually, they fasten upon our imaginative life a
picmre of the human Iot as, heroxc only when producnve and of man as capable of L

- B N
4 ., .-\__\ T ) , o
p N . WU . Lo -t

“Watt 110. e - “ .‘_. B ' - N
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redemption mrough untiring labour, As we read .we sharc in an’inspiring ye( wholly |
credible demonstrauon of the vitality and interest of all ‘the' basic economlc

Ja
pursults . ,

This new attitude to work which sharply contrasts with the classical Biblical notion.of work as

a consequence of man's iniquity, finds its ultimate canonization in the Victorian age with the
- .o A . ~ ) H o
inﬂuence of the Protestant ethic of the sanctification of the world by wotk. Work is rcgarded

“not only as lhe mosl frullful form of human activity but also as a kmd of rellglous

vy .

obligatlon "the umrrmg slewardsmp of the Glfts of God ." lan Walt sées the conjunclure of

'
i
1

this “ideology-of Ascetic l’rolestantism, or Puritanism,” and the ‘'return to namre' credo ds a

happy one, as it bedueaths to- the middlé class a cherished'aspiration: "a programme of

f urlher economic action, and a fi lgure on whom lo project a quasi- relrglous mysuque whrch

retamcd f rom the ebhmg fervours of- Calvmrsm its' essential socral and economic leachmg

Tlus programme requiring temporary altraction to pnmnmsm or the wide open spaccs is

!

lhat of emprre bulldmg The rndrscnmﬁh@ -éature of this sancuflcauon of work is. perhaps

|‘~’

]

the most mteresnng aspect of this -ethic, smce ns ulumate consequence is the sanctification of

'colonial‘ism and lts’ unavowedﬂ corollary — exploi;an'v"e capitalism. lan Watt's analysis is
, revealmg in this rcgard.‘ v
. 'I'he mysuque is ‘one whlch distracts attenuon from the enormous and rapidly
. growing differences between thé kinds of work and their economic rewards, by ‘
*+ Jumping them together under the one word ‘labour’ and erecting a creed which
bestows the’ name high 'dlgmty op all forms of activity which are subsumed under.
that one wor .

. —————
Lo )
t A '

CItis scarcely surpnsmg therefore that Crusoe the archetypal empire builder, also embodres

the evangehcal myth - "Robmson Crusoe catechrung Fnday (Thomas Tweedy 5 Vrctorran

parlolxr surte m oak) ll is in th1§ vein that cntrcs lxke James Joyce see Roblnson Crusoe as. a”

Ao

prophecy of Emprre wrth Cruspe the colomung Englrshman 'Whoever rereads this srmplc

movmg book m the hght of subsequem hrstory cannot help but. fall under its prophctxc. ;

NWaﬁ T
BWatt 106, L T e e
. *Waut 106 R o Coo N
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“spell, .'"'"37 The two related myths — imperialist and evangelic — flatter Western man's
 intellectual superiority and bestow: upon him a'sacred mission — 10 clear the jungles of. the

1

-world and spread the light of salvation (intellectual 4and spiritual) amongst the godless and

A '

.

miserable inhabitants of the world such as Friday'. o \

~

Crusoe ) work is not only assoctaled with the éthic of the dignity of labour and its

far- reachmg consequences, Def oe's hero has also been used for the 1llustrauon of theories of
utility based on the autonomous character of his work Rousseau imagined a utopia in which

human ‘needs are lmmediately percepuble and the means of satisfying them readily available.
: \ . )

’

Thrs f urther explams his interest in Crusoe's period of 1solauon o

Le plus sOr moyen de s'élever au dessus des préjugés et d'ordonner ses: jugements
sur les vrais rapports des choses est de se mettre 3 la place d'un homme isolé et de
juger de tout comme cet homme €n doit juger lui- méme eu égard 4 sa propre
. utilité.* . \

I

‘ Rousseau views Crusoe as a practical utilitarian: Robinson e(lt fait beaucoup plus de cas de .

la boutique d un taillandrer que de tous les colmchets de Saide "% His, theorres concernmg

Crusoe s utilitarianism are based on the latter's mdependenoe of mind; hrs abtllty to judge the
L

value of thmgs based on therr usef ulness ‘and unafl‘ected by socrety 's scales of value

/ -

. Like Rousseau Maximillian Nova’k reads a utilitarian ‘thesis into 'Crusoe's work
"That labor and mventron create thtngs of use and that the value of thmgs depends 6n their
utilrty are the economic themes of Crusoe s llfe on his 1sland neo Itis however paradoxtcal and

l
\

revealmg that Novak should allude 10 the socral character of Crusoe s worlr and 1ts products

Cr'usoe s aim in all thts acttvrty is 10 rescreate upon the mlcrocosm of hrs tsland the .
. standard of existence of Westérn civilization in his day '— to duplicaté in the
‘‘existence of one man. all the useful products required by the. human race f6r
comfort and convenlence Moo . .

’ . - ‘.

'This st‘ate'ment -innboently" underscoreslthe..superi‘luous. nature of 'Cru'soe's- work. and the
"James Joyoe Danlel Defoe trans Joseph Prescott (Buffalo State Umversrty of

. New “York,’ 1964) 25 o ‘ e :
YRousseau’ 455. -

YRousseau 457., e T A R
“Novak S5. . . .. J P N
“Novak S51. S
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" extravagantly “sacial character of his needs. Indeed, one can deduce from it that 'Cru'soe‘s*
needs are far f rom being 'natural,' ' Jean Baudnllard the French soctologlst spells out the

false ahtthleQgtcaLprcmxses of .the concept of rnatural man and his needs in the following -

terms: “ ‘ I
" La légmmtté de ce concept. se fonde sur ' cxtstence L un minimum vrtal
anthropologtque qui serait celui des 'besoins primaires' — zone irréductibic. od
l'individu se détermmeran lui-méme, puisqu'il saurait ce qu'il veut: manger, boite;
dormir, faire 1'amour etc, A ce niveau, il ne saurait &tre aliéné dans le besoin mémc
qu'il en a, mais Stmplemem pr‘rvé des moyens dé le satisfaire .*’

’

But this ‘natural' anthropological state is a-myth; the ‘minimum vital anthropologique’ ddes
not exist, the basic survival level being socially determined-

. . dans toutes les -socités, il est détermmé résiduellement par 1'urgence
, fondamentale: d'un excédent: la pan de- Dieu, la pant du sacrifice, la dépensc
“ somptuaire, le profn économtque C'est ce prélevement de luxe. qui détermme
negatrvemem le niveau de survie et non 1'inverse (fiction idéaliste) *’

*
N

Baudrillard - makes his‘ poim with greater clarity with illustrations from’ contemporary .
socio-economic realities:+ . -« C - ‘ ,

Le minimum vital aujourd'hui, c'est le standard package. le minimunt de
consommation imposée. En deca. vous etes un asocial — et la déperdition de statut,
| tnexistence socrale est- elle moms grave que la faim?"**

Baudrillard's_conclusion is obvious; man has at no time in his ‘history possessed such basic

-

natural desires determined by equally objective, autonomous and concrete' needs. Such a

.statement cleafly runs counter to the thesis of those prophets of “natural needs’ and idealizers
of ;"use-value"" such as Rousseau, %ak and, in a ‘more systematic tvay Karl Marx. .

\
S

It is. indeed - Marx ‘who theonzed the autonomous character of Crusoe s work the

W
R
_—

. immediacy and transparency of ms relauonshtp wrth the products of his labour abstracted as

Marx supposes them to be f rom the c1rcurt of economrc exchange f or, accordmg to Marx

B ’\

everythtng that Crusoe produwd is excluswely the result of hrs own personal ‘labour and B

. AR
- -
) S ' A
A ', -
L

“Jean Baudnllard Pour une crzthue de I'economie politique du signe (Pans
Gallimard, 1972), p. 84. ) . ) ,
"Baudnllard8485‘ e T T o - e
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thcrefore simply ‘an object of use for htmself ms Crusoe ) work and its products are

Supposedly mdependem of socrety l)enoe Marx's objectton to the etghteenth ccntury polmcal
\ L
economtsts who use Crusoe s labour to tllustrate the workmgs of their ‘'economic systems, an °

objecuon very much 'in line wrth{ that ratsed by Diana - Spearman against Wait' s
charactertzauon of Crusoe as homo economlcus But does Marx not commtt theé same error by -

usmg Crusoe's pertod of rsolauon to tllustrate his own ‘economic thesis — his rdealtza\}h\p

A, '
"use-value" as opposed to .exchange-value""! 'Moreover, 'Watt exposes the ,unbalanced_

characier of Marx s analysts in its f ailure to' acknowlede' that Crusoe's life exemplifies some
‘of those ‘very evils which Marx attributes to capitalism, such'as “the process of alienation by -
1y »»’ . ' K . . . ' P \ N ) . \
which capitalism tends to convert man's relationshii with lu'*s fellows and even to his own

personaltty into commodtttes 1o be mampulated "¢ Of course this ob_]ectron dertves from a’

&eneral consrderanon of the entrre trtlogy whtch is of httle relevance to Marx s purpose and

mdeed to most of the mytlucal strands' of Robtnson Crusoe | S o

'

: Perhaps Jean Baudnllard s crmque of Marx is more systemauc and revealtng m

4

exposmg the latter ) restrtcttve analysts of the ’fettchrsm of goods in lus dralecucal thesns of
"use- value and exchange value tdealizmg "use- value as tmmedtate and transparent as

opposed to the mysncrsrn and fehchtsm of exchange valtIe In tlus respect Marx falls into

another trap in Baudrtllard s view: - . ‘\‘ ‘
. 'En opposant le mysttctsme “obscur de la valeur ‘marchande 3 la sunphcrté et a la
‘transparence des rapports de Robinsor 4 sa richesse, il est;tombé dans un® piége. Si
on fait 1'hypothése (marxrste) que 1'économie politique, bourgeorse a résumé dans le
t_,mythe de Robinson toute son idéologie, il faut admettre que tout dans cette histoire -
s'accorde & la mystique et 4 la- -métaphysique de la. ‘pensée bourgeoise, Jusque et:
. suﬂ%"cme transparence dans les rapporls de lhomme mgroduits de .son o
Ttraw . Coe

N

Baudrillard 5" rntentton ls therefore to. tllustrate that us'evvaltie ttself far from bemg

~

imrnedtate and transparent ls 'fettchtzed and even more profoundly mystenous than the

“Karl Marx. Das Kapital Quoted by Ellrs 92
“Wat 112, T T e A
"B&udﬂﬂﬂl’d 169 ' Ce ‘ "' [ , ' ;’/ j'l‘ . ’ . o . ST o ‘ . l '. B ':- N
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- l‘etichism-» of . "exchange-value,” as.tt epltormzes the ideological myStifications "of th:

' bourgeorsre and of polttrcal economy in general Baudnllard builds his argumer{t on a quorc

'
\

from Marx wluch defmes the latter s views on the masked (mysufled) social character of o
exchange value. "Pour défrmr la notion: de marchandtse 1l 1mporle peu de connaftré son
J contenu partrculrer et sa destmauon exacte I suff it que I artrcle devant etre marchandrse —

autrement dit, le Support de la’ valeur da’ echange — sauslasse un quelconque besom socral en

X |
ayant la propriété uule correspondanter Vorla tout ( Le Capltal l vr) nay Marx s analysrs lS

: rcstrrctrve in that in hrs view, it is only' exchange value wlnch is’ socrally determmed while

"ase- value is autonomous and not socrally or htstorrcally determmed Baudnllard del‘ ines

Marx s tdealrg,atton of "use-value" in the followmg terms:
" La valeur d'usage, .. . n appara‘lt pas comme rapport, socral ni donc comme lieu
+de fétichisation: 1 utrhté en tant que telle échappe A la. détermmatron lnstonque de
classe: elle désigne un rapport final objectif de la destination propre qui ne se
' -masque pas et dont la transparencé défie 1'histoire en tant que SJorme (méme si son
\contenu .change continuellement avec les déterminations sociales et culturelles) 2.

In contrast with thrs transparent loglc of use value exchange value dtsgurses its social

determtnant under the smoke screen or the qualrty and the attnbutes of the obJect nself o

‘\

Marx unmasks thrs fetrchism and posrts that wlule ob;ects consrdered in terms of therr

\ ¢

exehange value can be approxrmated and substttuted for each other on the basxs ol' the
abstract socral work that produces them. the same goods from the pomt‘ ol‘ view of use- value

are mcomparahle and cannot be exchanged in Baudnllard s words , ,

o le lard vaut comiie lard, et le coton comme: coton, rls ne peuvent re

' subsumés I'up & I'autre, ni donc "s‘échanger -alors que la valeur d'échange est S

abstraite et générale. Bien sr, il ne saurait y avoir valéur d'échange sans qu'il y ait - ‘,

?valeur d° usage. les- deux sont couplés mars iln y a pas 1mplrcauon des deux au sens ' -
fon” oo ‘. ¢ ) ,. , . ‘n e

‘Baudril'lard ref'uses this idealiration.and.largues that"!use-'value". is itself socially”det_ermined-. .

The anthropological premise which presents animiage of man,in immediate (unmediated)

' . . L - L ) )
BT ) e .

“Baudrillard 154+, e e
UBaudrilaxd 155, LT
“Baudrillard* 154. -~ - . S "
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. awarcness ol' his needs as objective natural and grven reahtres isa myth

lhomrne n'est pas 1a. d abord avec ses besorns et voué par Ja Nature a
ST s aooornphr ¢n, tant qu'Homme. Cette’ proposrtlon qui ‘est celle du fmahsme :
.. -spiritualiste, ' définit .en -fait - dans' notre, société la fonction-individu, mythe -
. fonctionnel' de 1a - 80Ci6té productiviste, Tout Ie systime de valeurs, individuelles, :
. toute'la reltgron de 14 spontanéité, de.la liberté, de'la créativité, étc., sont lourds de
ol optton productiviste. Méme les fonctions vitales sont unmédratement ’foncnons
E du systeme Nulle part I’ homme n'est en’ face de ses propres besorns 3

i

‘ Moreover man hrmself isa structure rdéologrque Hence hrs nwds far l’rom berng oy

‘\' i

natural and exclusrvely dependent on his autonomous desrres operate wrthm a much larger
\ y
system whrch deterrmnes the desrres in the same way that the’ system of exchange vaiue

K

i controls labour bemg as rt rs labour s source o? value. In ref’ usrng to acknowledge the social
character of man s needs Marx paradoxrcally promotes a oertarn mysttcxsm "la mythologre

(vérrtable mystrque ratrOnahste)"“ whrch consrders ‘the relatronshrp between man and

"

objects concetved in. terms of use va,lue as transparent concrete objecuve natural and -
umversal a mystrcrsrn ‘that is even more mystenous than that pf exchange value" "Dans la
valeur d USage la valeur s enveloppe cette fors d un mystére total putsqu elle se fonde dans
l anthropologre dans l'évrdence d une naturahté dans une référence -orrgrnelle

mdépassable " ’I?le comparrson does not stop there

+

: Dans la ‘valeur d'échange le travarl socral drsparalt Dans le systéme de la valeur "

_d'usage, c'est la résorption sans traces de tout le procds de travail idéologique et
S 'hrstorique qul améne 1e sujet. & se penser. comme individu, défini-par ses besoms et
U ses satrsfactions et a $ mtégrer par 12 idéalement la marchandrse e

The strategrc nature of the myth of use value becomes apparent- it is, the caution

idéologrque of exchangewalue Srnoe needs are the property of all rnen _men- thereby

become equal “[C] est la démocratre des 'besoms sécularisauon de l'égahté vrrtuelle de tous |

:-

les hommes devant Dreu."” rt rs a rallymg pomt for all men wrthout drscnmrnanon a sphere

.~

of umversal reeoncrhation of mankmd dlvrded by exchange value Paradoxrcally. the ‘most
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; potent s&ategxc vahle Qf thls xdeology is its ulumate naturahzaUOn of excbange valuc Vo

coL elle! est ce par quoi est scellé xdeolqglquemem le- systain‘e de producuen et .
¢'1 v d echange grice 4 ]'institution d'une anthropologit 1déahste qui soustrait la valeur”
~d'usage’ et les besoins &' feur logique historique pour les inscrire dans une éternité
. formelle:. celle’ de 1'utilité pour les objets, celle de l appropnatlon utile des objets
) par P'homme dans Je besoin.** . ..o “ : o

i would add that thlS 1deology is the real opnum of the people m/the consumer socnety "

[

L3

«

It is ih a snmllar vem that Baudnllard sees' in Marx s confrontauon of Man and hls

L'capacrt'y to work-on.the one¢ hand ,and his ,needs on the other a r‘ésumé of the f undamental'
‘ rnysuasm of polmcal economy ‘ "l assomptnon' de Ia valeur d:éthange dans la valeur da' usage
l acoomphssement de I éconormque dansr ta finalité. provndenuelle de !’ uul:té i Thxs analysxs

\ i . .
explams why Robmson Cmsoe fxas come 10 embody apparently contradlctory 1dcolog|es He is '
,J at once the darlmg of both naturahsts uand manuf actu’rers‘ a fact Wthh ;s f urther explamed byv

i

tBaudrtllard . o ,

W

L .
g "'* ' , ' " L

!

ll devrent dans son travail, valeur d usage pour un systéme de production et '
. simultanément lés biens.et les prodults deviennent valeur d! usage pour luf, prennent ‘
un sens en foncuon de ses besoms désormals légahsés comme. nature 5 “' o o

"
i 0

‘ thch is why Baudrﬁlard fi mally defmes the Robmson Crusoe myth as’ a bourgeoxs versnon of

v
0 '

the mythof Earthly Paradnse ¥ ’ I R e BRI TR
. Le mythe de Robmson cst l avatar bourgeoxs -dh- mythe du Paradxs terrestre Tout ;
grand ordre social de- producnon (bourgeois ou’ !‘eodal) entretient un mythe idéal, '

qui est 3 lafois ‘mythe d' accomphssement et mythe d'origine. L 'économie politique | .

se soutient du grand mythe d' accomplissement de 1'homme:selon’la loi naturelle des '~

- besoins cofime la théologie‘se soutient du mythe del accomphssement de I'hommie . .-

. selon la loi divine. La méme finglit& se raconnatt ici é1']a; celle d"une relation idéale; -,

* de I'homme-a Dieu 4 traversfa foi etila régle divine, la Providence. Bien-s0r cette ™

- vocation idéale est toujours(et d'emblée compromise, mais la finalité demeure, etda:
. valéur d'usage ensevelie, sobis la’ valeur d'échange comme.!'hatmionie haturelle du '
Paradis terrestre brisée par 1¢ péché et la souffrance, restent inscrites comme‘des"' o

. &ssences i érables pro, ses au terme de l'I-hstoue 3 une future r:édempnon HOI

The advantages of Bau il d 3 cntmsm of Marx and by extensxon 6? classxcal polmcal

°°°n°my are SPelled out by Anthony Purd’y

“Baudrillard 169-70.  ~ . . T e e e e

“Baudriliard 170 Lo e T e e
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o ‘Baudnllard ] crmque of Marx — and a fortlorl of classrcal poltttcal economy — has
. the considerable advantage of reinstating - Robinson's /sohtary cult of use-value,
downplayed by Watt in favour of more patently ‘economic’ behaviour, at theé very: ',
heart -of the Crusoe myth: But that is not all; for it also shows quite clearly that '
there is no real conflict between- the view of Crusoe a$ a mythically naturalized and
universalized homo economicus and his gradual aeoeptance of the workmgs of dtvme -
Provxdence o . : L

Y g ‘ , N A . ' :
Moreover, 1 would, add that Baudrillard's thesis reconciles to a ceftain ‘extent the views of =

those who use Crusoeto illustrate‘ socio-eco'nomic theoried and ideologies and those who see'in

\
\l

. Defoes novel an allegory of salvatton

The complextty of | the myth 1s thus not to be un esumated.‘,ln "the imagination o‘f, ‘

Westem man Rohmson embodtes the noble savage the empxre butlder and colomzer the' ’

oy
“. ot '

evangehst the utthtanan economtc man and above all thé hero of sohtude Smce ‘

t

‘ myth makmg is a collective: and uhconscrous soctal process our: analysts of the myth thl not ,

_' be’ complete 1f it farls to acknowledge the role of creatrve wnters in the canomzatlon B
y v .

perpetuauon and evolutton of Crusoe s tale The sheer number of umtatrons vanattons ‘and

t

: ' /’
.adaptattons of Defoe 5 novel - from the exghteenth Century to date is ah mdrcauon of the‘

story's, mytluc potency Our readmg of orie such castaway story, Coral‘ lsland (1858) wrll

l\..

"therefore ffulfill a double funcnon rnsol"ar as Ballantyne s novel s at once a

¥

mneteenth century vanant of the Crusoe myth and the 1mmed1ate model for thltam»

- e oo ‘ R . ’\v“‘d‘ .
GoldtngsLordaftheFlies ' ' EE { A T

‘ It is srgml‘reant that whrle Robinson Crusoe never entertams any Rousseauesque desxre .

i :"»l.'*" \ " a\

to rettre to nature the narrator of Coral Island has always chenshed the dream of hvmg on‘ k
‘ sgme luxunant Coral Island "But of all the plaees of wlnch they (thﬁ seamen) told me, none '
| capttvated my tmagtnahon SO much as the Coral Islands of the Southem Seas (CI 5).

Though xt would be wrong to say that Ralph antrcxpates the shlpwreck or that the boys would

have m"de Selku‘k s request to be abandoned on the 1sland 1t is clear that the shlpwreck

becomes a‘fortunate chsaster - not in the sense that it bequeaths them ‘the tools and ongmal X

1

R : . ’
Voo o , . -
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’

R stock () burld an emptre as m Crusoe s case, but in the sense that it shuttles the boys mto an )

' L e
o 0 .‘

ancrent Paradtse far away from the comphcauons of crvthzed society for the f ulf illment of ‘-

an ancrent dream that. of hfe in those rerttle lands where summer retgned nearly all the year v
. . / v

, round — where the trees ‘were laden wtth a constant haryest of luxurtant frutt - where the_‘

climate was almost perpetually deltghtful (CI 5) This romantic reverie suggests an

i

attrtude 10 nature closer to Rousseau s 1deahzation of the natural man than to Crusoe s'_

'~ hegemonic relattonshtp wrth his envrronm'ent. The island itsell corresponds to this picture just -

Do o | .
w . . : ' . . o e

~as to the general attributes oiT Cr‘usoe‘s:'benig'r,i,‘ plentif ul, and luxuriant, an island on which .
' . R ‘ R . ! o
Crusoe could survtve if the mtmmum anthropologtque v1tal were a reality, * without

. a

transf ormtng ll mto a mtcrocosm of the cmlized state

/\

Caral lsland contatns many romanttc passages whtch ‘allude to’the self - sui‘ fi tcnency of .

‘ the tsland and the superfluousness of any attempts 10 tmpose ‘culture on it in the name . of

y

survrval ' The questton of needs is thus central m thts regard Erhard Reckthz def ines action

—

. or plot m a Robmsonade as what the castaway does7 in order to survive. . "“ Survtval is

\,'

hence the mbst important dynamtc in castaway stort% Reckwntz equally spells out the three

basm f actors of what he calls the survrval arrangement

. The ftrst ‘one is his (the castaway s) personal abtltty to overcome the mtellectual

~,  and physical difficulties of his situation. The second one is.the nature of his island, - -
which must. possess a’ certain- amount of tractability in. order to be amenable to his .
purposes ‘The last one is the supernatural agency “that’ always helps .out whenever
e is at his wit's.end. These factors with their respective combinatory properttes
form what in this. study has been termed a survlval arrangement ne2 '

~ L4

Crusoe uses these three fattors not in the servfce of survrval in its absolute or anthropological .
. sense but to achteve absolute mastery of the euvrronment leadmg ultimately to the creatton of
a rmmature world accordmg to the standards of crvrhzed hvmg lt is, thus mteresung to see " '

how the superfluous and extravagant character of Crusoe s work and 1ts products is

. transformed by ‘the myth tnto an 1deahzauon of use value

e B T R



S L /s,. .
E Caral lsland wntten tn ‘the mneteenth eenturyA bears the stamp of the utrlttanan
o rdeology whtch Iean Ba'udnllard has - unmasked Whrle Def oe's, hero pays hp servrce to'it; in

Ballantyne s novel uuhtananlsm 1s not only a rauonal and tpragmatxc coneept lt rs also a -

l i .

rnoral imperatrve a posrtwe vrrtue Crusoe builds a house the boys do not because they f;nd

I .

; 'the bower S0 servrceable that {they determme] not to leave tt not to attempt the burldmg of

|
A N [

.a house Whlch m such a: clrmate mtght tum olit to be rather dtsagreeable than useful" (Cl

i
[

140) On thetr ftrst tnp around the lsland they ftnd rt extravagant and foohsh to carry food

'
\

wtth them smce the tsland is so plentrf ul Unhke Crusoe they nerther gather and store large :

quantmes vof frutt nor ralse ammals In sprte of hrs ammal spmts and play ethtc Peterkm is |

v

| constantly remrnded and. remrnds htrnself that "Pork not sport is the motto of hrs hunung

expedmons But thts novel clearly rllustrates the valrdrty of Baudnllard S thesrs on the
‘ mystrcrsm ot‘ use- value The boys butld a bower although "there was no absolute neoessrty for
thls because the air of thetr rsland was. so genral and balmy that they could have slept qurte

: well wrthout any shelter . CI 25) They also do not "care a button for the cookmg of "~

[thetr] vrctuals — perhaps they don t nwd rt K (Cl 36) yet cook them they do. They

equally "have everythtng ready prepared to therr hands tn tlus WOnderful rsland lemonade 3

®

ready bottled in nuts and loafbread growmg on the trees"' (Cl 51) but the boys cannot settle

Tt bemg vegetanans "a little ammal food now and then would be agreeable as well as good

forus "(CI %), e R ;i

These few examples demonstrate that "use- value . and the whole concept of

transparent and autonomous human nwds 1s a myth rather t.han a reahty 'l'he nwds of the '
a .
boys are socrally determmed They buﬂd the bower prrmarrly because they are so httle used

to sleeping m the open arr (CI 42) They attempt hvmg m a cave but fmd the change so

e ‘”‘f \"" "

bad that they retum gladly 10 the bower Although they are lsolated therr nwds conttnue to"
be detennmed by sqero eeonomrc factors Had a merchant slnp mterested in_ buymg dead
pengmnspassed by, the boys would have eertamly hunted a thousand of them in exchange for



. ., . . , -

- S ' : . ‘ , A . .

L . v . . o

. . .
* ' ' .

EY * N * ! : ! ' . . . ! . ot .

- ‘ .

©oa few more tools and goods to make ‘their lrves on ‘the 1sland more comfortable so' that they :

—_— A ‘.‘

Can survxve and at the same time contrrbute to the survrval of the economtc system In its,

' general conceptk)n then, Coral lsland is closer to bemg a f tcttonal tllustratlon ol‘ use- value

than Rabmson Crusoe although even here use- value 1s proven to be a mystrcrsm At least
( 1 " ) .'

Y the boys do not undertake a thorough subjugatton of thetr emuronment yet °they do survrve

n

" thetr msular capttvtty ls thrs then anothe: success stary along the lines. of Crusoe as the hero )

. ‘ “IP‘}“‘:'l ' Lo - o PR " ) . \rj
'-ofsohtude? S B

- ‘ lt is very easy to suppose that the pluralrty of the castaways in Cora[ lsland detracts ‘

[
'

: from the boys success m that tt mcreases thetr abtltty to overcome the tntellectual and

‘¢
'

: physrcal drfftculues of thelr srtuauon lt should however be bome in’ mtnd that this potentral

advantage is nulllfted by the. fact that the: boys are’ young and tnexpenenced Moreover the .

L, pluralrty adds another factor to the surv1Val arrangement ) "When two or ‘more pe0ple have:

[
L4

to survrve on a desert 1sland these mdtvrdual and envrronmental factors are supplemented by

thetr collectrve abtltty to evolve a functtonlng socxal order 63 Hence the. plurahty also bears a.

’ potenttal danger especrally in’ the case of sueh Juvemle characters who are most unltke tn

‘ [ o

many thmgs (CI 103) The abthty to evolve af uncttomng socral order wrll rather add to than
detractfrom the bnlhance of therr success o “ L S L

A

One can also add a very 1mportant factor to the arrangement the castaways ortgmal

, stock Paulette Mrchel Mrchot makes a pomt in tlus regard whrch is WQrth exarmmng He

.

[Crusoe] starts on hrs rsland wrth nothing exoept a few thrngs \and tools he has saved f rom the

Y

. Wreck and ends up tn a. world of make beheve " In companson to Crusoe Ballantyne s boys ]
enJoy a s1tuatron they have mhented and srmply \belong to the Bnush Empxre Thrs aocounts
for therr complacency and then' feehng that nothtng ean really resrst thern " 'I'hrs rcadmg of :

.
. o
."— . s .

Voo ey

SReckwitz. 63940 e L T
. [s*paiilette . Mtchel Mtchot "The' Myth of Innocence,” Revue: des’ langues 'vivantes:28."
(1962) 517. - R RS S

"Mrchel Mrchot 517 Lo e

i
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the two novels clearly ignores Crusoe s luck wrth ortgmal stock and the fact that it is rather

b
l

‘ Ballantyne s boys that have very few iteins salvaged l‘ rom the shrpwreck Tt is also’ evxdent that..

'
[ R

Mtchel Mtchot lS subscnbtng to the myth of Robtnson Crusoe as the self made man rather'

'

than explormg the 'facts of Defoe'’ s story Her concl,usrdn is eVen more revealtng in this

regardf "That is, why Crusoe is alone on hts island, hrs energy common sense and practtcal

# A
-

lntelltgence are all he needs mee Clearly, it ‘would be dtfftculr to see how Defoe's hero
contrrbuted 1o the Brtttsh Emptre for although Crusoe oertamly survrves on his tsland and

' eventually c0nverts ft tnto a colony (a temporary sttuauon) that ts where hlS emptre butldtng

g really stops Roblnson Crusoe as’ a myth is a prophecy of emptre but - Defoe s novel by no

' means wrtnesses the fulftllment of that prophecy r is rather Coral Island wrrtten in the

\

: mneteenth century in the f ull flush of Brtttsh expansromsnr that sees the prophecy f ulf’ tlled ls
Ballantyne then subscnbtng to the myth of the supenortty of Westem mfn and crvrhzatton" ‘
Ballantyne certatnly presents a. flattermg tmage of the British child in his novel But is
, the stteeess ascnbable to the protagomsts bemg chtldren Bnttsh cmhzed Chrtsnan or
somethmg qurte dtfferent" In other words do we fmd a celebraubn of chtldhood tnnooence |
" of ‘the superrortty of Western cmhzatton or e;tclusrvely of Chnstxamty’? The answers o these_ k
questtons are not stratghtf orward These boys are 'pecuhar Though of dtsparate temperaments

' and dtsposlttons ”there was tndwd no note of discord whatever in the symphony [they]-“‘_.

played together\on th_g._L,sweeL_CmaLlsland because they were all tuned to "the same key,‘
- namely. that ot‘ love (CI 103) Love 1s ofte: of the highest Chnsuan vrrtues so mstead of a
'i cacophony the boys produce a symphony. | love transforms the boys dtfferences and‘._
inadequacres lnto v1rtues m the context of the trmmvuate Jack s grave philosophrcal and w

8 .
booktsh predtlecttons oomplement Peterkm s ammal sptnts The quahttes of leadershxp are'.I"’;‘_.

mnate in Jack but so ts Peterlnn $ dextenty. and Ralph provrdes the perfeet mean between the"'r T"

two extremes Thus the.legittmacy of Jack 8 leadcrshrp rs unquestroned based as tt11s on[;?, g

“Mtchel Mrehot 517
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. common consem and not on coercron Therrs 4s a( ratronal society or at least rattonallsm m its
\ R

_orthodox form 1s therr 1deal Henoe hke tlre Robmson CruSOe or the myth the children are
.. ot vtsrted by the psychologrml arlments of real castaway srtuatrons Smce everythmg can be
S . tn , '

rauonallyr explam_ed, these chrldren, unlike- norm‘al cltildren,.‘know' no fear of the mysterious.

\thcghostl) ‘, ) ": o R ‘A\g :‘ |

1 nerther belreve in ghosts nor feel uneasy~, . I never saw a ghost mysell‘ and I
. never~met with anyone who had; dnd I have gerderally found that strange and
‘unaccountablé things havé almost always been accountcd for, and found’ 1o be q{nte
slmple on close exammatron (Cl 59) o

o
t

'J[T hrs statement by Jack antrcrpates the mhrbrtmg rauonalrsm of Piggy in Lord of the Flles

‘One can contrast thrs ratronalrst phlegm wrth Crusoe s self- rmposed confmement on the
B . o . o , 1
drscovery of footpnnts on the 1sland :
‘ WS r ot N ,
The ulumate explanauon for thrs moral fortrtude is. letZatron and Chrrsuamty or

'
\

§ shall we srmply say, Chrtsuamty seen as rncludmg lhe former Tlte chrldren succeed because

' Chrrst is on their side-- Chris‘t wlro' alone 1s both able and willing to sa%our body and your

8

soul" (Cl 10) Hence the novel i§ less an nnqualrf red 1dealrzanon of Western man than a

,.“ celebration of ‘\the redeemtng power of Chnst;amty Whtle some critics tend 10 minimize thlsé
‘re:l“xétous dlmensron of the novel itis not at all evrdlent f rom tl'ns novel that Ballantyne has an'
unsl‘t‘aken»farth m the‘supenovmy of the \vhrte race"‘7 or that "the socral and moral scale of

o, > E ‘

thmgs 1s clearly dehneated B;rtons come at the top of it, savages and prgs at the bottom."

—

‘There are whrte as well as black savages. Those at the bottom of the ladder share one thmg in -

o A A . d [N s

e [

: common P they are not Chnstrans The safest thtng that one can say rs that the novel is a.

4L i"

cel&bratlon Qf Westem cmlrzanon m tts deepest relxgrous and cultural drfnensron Wxtlrout the

mteryentron of dxvme provrdence the boys would have penslkel in’ pnson Thetr release
Vo ; K \

prewded by fhe spectacular converston of the nattves comes 1n the form of a deus ex ’

o

Y . . . . 5
LY

"Vtrgtma Trger The Dark Flelds of Dtscovery (LOndon Calder ‘and Boyars 1974)

' ete; Green. "'l’he World of erham Goldmg. Revlew of Engllsh Laerature (Apnl -



machina, These are the words tha( breathe freedom mlo thcir dcspairing souls The Lord has

unloosed the bands of the captnve and set the pnsoners f ree A, mxssnonary has been sent. to
. | '

| us, and Tarao . has embraced the' Chnsuan rehgnon' The pcople are even n0w bummg thexr
v'gods of wood!" (Cl 274) Good triumphs over evil, Chrxsuamly and. cmhzed lwing provnde a
solution to all the problems of mankmd Vmagcs converxed LO Chnsuamty becomc prosperous .
‘overmght: whal a,.proof that Chnsuamg 1s of God!" ,(CI‘238). Not that merc 15xno Onginal'»: ‘,

ISin ‘as son:fr;;,rmcs would have us beheve ** for. how can lhis bc true whcn Jack. says lhat the E

, i : N :
,atrocmesi: , he .relates\ are as 5lrue as that accursed sm whxc_h has: rendered Lhe human hearl ‘
‘cagable«;)f‘su'cl‘l diabolical ‘eﬁorx;ﬁliée!': (C1 204) but thalltheugh‘ man is’.fallen he can\ be .
» rege:med 'Earthly Patadise is possnble Even "Bloody Bill" is redeemable if only he beheves \

So if- Ballamyne s pn;ture of Westem man, and 'of Man, m general through the medlauon of

Westem man 1s opumlsuc it is in the\yense thal Cnvmmtlon/zmd Reﬁgnon are posned as
\ '

ef fectxve comrols to his fallen (beastly) nature. The novel 1Lself heaves n;s last ”breath in lhe'

A~ -

form of a prayer for more evangelists: "We, who h,ve in the xslands of Lhe. sea know thal the .

-

true Chnsuans always act thus. Their rehgton is one-of love and kindness. We thank God that -
Qvt'(v ' v, P ‘

so many Christians have been sent here — we hope many miore will corne" (C1 -276—77)‘. i
, Chnsumiity being thus the way of life for the cmhzed and the saved it 1skclear that‘

. A N
: Ballantyne has combmed Lhe evangchcal" and Mpenahst myths in his novel.

_,,ﬁ Conversnon to Chnsuamty amounts to am unqualified adoption of Bntlsh life~st);lle {
_ jackets. suits and all) as well as a Brinsh form of govemment all of these.chmges being ..
based on’ the premlse of the supenonty of Western civilization. The consequenecs of tlus g
conj}mcture are far- reachmg Chnstxamty or, shall we say, the evangehml etluc jusufm and‘, :
guarantees xmpenal expansxon It also promotes exploitative trade. First of all it xs a potent ‘

- force of pacification, an opxum of the people’ wtnch makes the natives more mdulgent in

.' thexr{felationshxp with the merchants Which is why the bloodthlrsl.y plrate is mterested in thel ‘

Sce, Tiger @ | 5 S e ¢
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~gospel: "the only place 'among the southern islgnds where a ship can put in and get what she
wants in' comforl. is where %the gospel has been ste to” (Cl 175). It equally creates new

~ desires (naturahzed of course) among the new converts, which' make Weslern goods very

'
'

. much m démand thus securmg the Survival of the Western economic syslem Tms situation

' 'establishes & SOTL ol‘ complicity belween the missionaries, the exponents of colonialism and the

1 .

'ca;iilAIiSLS. AU is in this. sense that the ‘bolys in Coral Island .do cr‘nbod'y. al once the
'hvangehcal and 'lmperialist’ ryylhs th the help of God 1hey convett in the most

unrealxsuc manner vast numbers of savages who logxcally become overtly subservnenl Brmsh

' . ,“ . 4 4 i
su@jects. . : . b ‘ . .

i

[

Ballantyne's story thus enshrines in fictional form aspects of the Crusoe myth as it
\ e\901ved during the "ninetleemh century: the, primitivist inyth or the mylh-of Earthly Paradise,

‘a paradise to be {ound on a desert-island or in society through Christianity; the success-story

myth,‘at‘lesling not only to the ingenuity, rationalism arid virtue of the British child (and by.

extrapolation of Victorian man}), but above all to t‘he~superion'ty of Western Civilization, Here

'again we find the idealizition o "use-valué" and .the sanctification of colonialism and
g ) [

capitalism. But above all we have a general'oplimistic view of mman so characteristic of lhe

Victonan age. It should however be bome in mmd that although even the savages are

/
perfecuble thxs is pnmanly a myth of Westem man and hlS c1v1llzatlon and the others are

-seen only in hgh_; of their’ response_s‘ to those on' whom their salvatxon (both spxmual and

-

N .

economlc) depends o T ’

In spite of all these xdeologlcal parallels between Ballantyne s slory and the premises

underlymg the Robmson Crusoe myth‘ somethmg mteresung is takmg place .here. We have .

o

, seen the process mvolved in t.he metamorphosxs of a story mto a myth in ms of lcxtual

deformauon ‘conscious- and unconscxous oensorshlp, but ‘now we see the reverse operauon -\

‘,

the fxctional embodlment of a myth Tms danecuml phenomenon is charactensnc of the

\

' mneteenth century whose dommam 1deolog1es mspu'e the myth and wfucb is thus marked by



S g . . . . :

the _proliferation . of. Roblf:zsdaadesr.which perpetuate the myth while contributing to its

evolution, But while a myth can embod'y'disparate and sometimes eontra‘dictory ideologies, a

"t 1}
L

' 4
novcl especrally in’ the, Victorian comext is not only bound to prescm a logrcal coherem

‘ pattem' of “hfe,.-rt 'should also be realisti”c or, to be more precrs‘e 'life-like.' The 'edrtOr af

.

\Robmson Crusoe beheves the story to be "a just history of fact neither is there any

appearance of fiction in ir (RC 1) "Oh reader, this is no frcuon ex‘claims.the narrator

of Coral lsland to gain the reader s eonfrdence (CI 203) An exammauon of 1he reahsm of g

Defoe s and Ballantyne $ novels goes beyond Lhe hmrts of thrs study Nevertheless srnce"

-Goldmg 3 major argumem with Ballamyne S novel is based ‘on consnderauons, o(‘ reahsm we'

'

shall attcmpt in lhe next chapter to examme closely these objecuons whxch in effecr are at

the ongm of Goldmg s own reworklmg'of thrs fundamental \myth of Westem man.

S . . . I PR
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LORD or THE FLIES: GOLDING'S RECASTING OF. CORAL ISLAND

h
\

|
" )v 0 N N . , + ' ! . '
- Islands have always and for a good reason bulked la"rge in the British consciousness.
Biit I was tired of these islands. with their paper-cutout goodles and baddies and
'everythmg for the best in the best of all possible worlds. 1 said to' my wife,’
"Wouldn 't it be a good idea if 1 wrote a story aboul boys on an lsland and ¢t rhcm
behave'the way thpy really would?"’®

L

As we: have seen in our f irst chapter the Robrnson Crusoe myrh presents a ver) .

a

optimistic view of Westein man m partrcular and through him, of man m general The

‘ aspects of the mylh SO f ar drscussed are predrcated on’ the essenual goodness of man's narure ‘

N ' . '

Qon man's abllrty to influence and change his destiny as well as o f ace up 1o lhe challenges of

'exlstencc‘ The sombre rea,lmes of the human condluon the unsavoury facts of human socteryw,‘ ,
‘ P e

, and hrstory are not rgnored but ‘man's farth in human progress in his abrhty o face up Vto ’.
these challenges in h:s search for an Earthly paradrse is held to’ be equally real The negauve '
charactensucs of 1ndustr1al society — 1solauon alrenauon explortauon and class strugglc —_
‘ are there onl)\f to msplre the rmagmauon of ref ormers lrke Rousseau and Marx. Such farih r\n 5

¢

human progress through socio- pollt1cal reorgamzauon and reform and mvenuon as that

' expressed by Ro\rsseau and ‘Marx is based of course on the behef that rf man is; not. essenually J

Vs

good at least he rs perl‘ ecuble But is non- Western man also perfecuble” How does he fit into
.thls prcture" .~ , ’

‘v - .
1 .

lt rs rnterestrng w recall that Rousseau the prophet of the natural man the fbon

*.sauvage sees lus 1déal embodred by Robmson Cmsoe (a cilnhzed man) and not by Fnday.

L

-who is the natural' natural man. What takes plaoe in effect; is an exchange of robes that 1s

.1f gnday had auy rohw to. exchange. Crusoe metaphorimlly bequeaths his garments of

.)

¥ crvrhzatlonito l’nday. wh .;su‘pposedly becomes the’ betrer for it, whrleCrusoe is crowned with -
"*William Golding, . A Moving Target (New’ York: Famar, Strauss, Giroux, 1982) 163,

N v
[ e, e T R
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the laurels of the noble savage The explanatlon for thrs apparent paradox is, stmple As we :
already know Crusoe is essentlally a, Western myth and the others although they are
supposed to become mater)ally and spmtually f ull‘ 1lled through thetr asstmllauon of the values¢ ‘

of the West are in reallty only mstruments for the realtzauon of Westem man 's chenshed ’

asptrattons 1mpertaltsttc expanston economrc gam cultural hegemony or srmply bonne :

sauvagene Frlday supposedly becomes a better man as a Tesult of adoptmg the Westérn ‘
N , A .
values taught to him by Crusoe the evangelist Stmrlarly the §avage soclettes of the Pactf ic

1slands become tmmedrately prosperous and happy, as well as saved through thetr acceptanoe

of Chnstlamty and tts attendant European values A general conclusion that can be reached is’

/
)

" that the evil of whrch man is capable thOSC thrngs wluch are wrong with h1s socrety do not~

emanate from man htmself but are only extemal challenges to be faced If man lS not

’”

perf ect at least he can. be perfected lt is this general opttmtsm that can be drsttlled from our "

precedmg dtscussxons And as thlram Nelson observes rt is thxs same- opumrsm that thej

"boy hero reﬂects tn Coral Is'land ‘ ‘ }
The boy hero- reflected the etghteenth oentury optig‘ﬁ‘suc view of human nature - a
view which. has several facets. The first is the concept of the perfectibility of ‘man,

i + - which includes; the idea:that evil is not‘inherent i man's nature, but stems from
" . the socrety which forms him. Another corollary 1d@hts that of the noble savage If
“man is by nature good, ‘then it would 'seem that where he is found closest to the
natural .state he is at his most noblé." Human beings ' in chrldhood or in,a state of o
;"‘nature therefore presumably come closest to the xdeal nw CoLn S

Also impltcnt is a behef lh the perfectr‘btlrty ol‘ socral man hrrnself a belref that in Gd\ldtng s'

v

words a correct structure of socrety would produoe goodwtll and that therefore you could.

remove all soctal tlls by a reorgamzanon of socrety., whether on commumsuc grounds or

k' %I'

along Western democratrc pnnctples It is thrs general opumrsuc view . of man that Goldmg' .

objects to " o |
‘ | o . R
For Goldmg thts behef presupposes that rnan does not have {n mm .-me sad Fact of f

/

hrs cruelty and lust.. Goldtng expreesec hrs discomfort wrth thts opttmrsm in the followmg" .

 TWilam Nelsom, Introdction, Williah Gozdmgs ‘Lord of the Flles Y source book
(New York: The Odyssey Press 1960) ix. , T AR
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terns: ,

When these capactttes emerged into action they were t:hought aberrant Social
systems, political systems were composed, detached from the real nature of man.
They were what one might call political symphontes they would perfect most men,
and at the least reduce aberrance.:
‘ Why, then, have they never worked? How did the rdealtst concepts of

+  primitive socidlism turn at last to. Stalinism? How could the -political and

‘philosophical rdeahsm of Germany produce as its ultimate fruit the rule of Adolf )
" Hitler?"" ‘
" The thesrs of Lord of the Flles becor;nes apparent the defects of soctety could be traced back

|

to the defects in man 's nature ln order t.o tllustra(e thrs thesis, Golding adopts the literary -

conventron of castaway boys but unltke Ballantyne he does so in order to show that thc
shape of the socrety the boys wrll evolve is determmeﬁ? neither by orthodox rattonaltsm or the/

¢

' Chrrsttan prrncrple of love, nor by rattonal democratrc idéals, but by "théir dtseased thetr

fallen nature. "” He thereby sets out to prove that the shape of society depends on the ethtcal

vy
]

' nature of the mdtvrduals who constttute it and not any pohttcal system - Thowever apparently
' logrcal or respectable Lord of the Flles is thus construed as an expemnent lt is. therefore :

proper to examtne some of 1ts specrmens ‘and controls 1o see thetr satiric. tmport regardmg the

,(

rdeologrcal assumpttons underlyrng Ballantyne s moraltty and by extensnon some of the .
» prermses of the myth o

The choree of chtldren as charaCters is srgmfrcant Certamly. 1f Goldtng ts to prove ‘

Lhat the defects of socrety emanate frorn man s evrl nature then hts gutnea ptgs shou]d be as

,close as possrble to an tmage of raw humamty. .whrch rsolated under certatn condmons

o v

‘_I‘ vmuld behave so as to prove or dtsprove Goldtng s pomt The chorce of characters is’ thus'j‘
crucral Accordmg to Paulette Mrchel Michot rf "Goldmg chooses a commumty of chrldren 0

.' :work out hrs theme t.he core of the problem rs the nature of man, f or he. contarns the md of .

‘\M.

'evrl that wrll lead hlm to rmn o It 1s in a sunilar hght that Phrlrppa Moody observes that ;

. the "chrldren 1f not premsely mnocent are at least not formed in the pattem of thetr "

;l"’thham Goldmg. The Hot Gates (New York Faber and Faber 1965) 87
“"Golding. The Hot Gates 88 Coo
_"Mtchel Mrchot 516 .
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“’Goldtng in Phtltp Drew s words is subscrtbmg to the Romantrc fallacy that to examtne the“‘“

1 S . ' oy w to . . \ ot 37
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?

society wlth qutte the same completeness that adults would be " By choostng chtldren ‘

a

nature of a thtng, one must examme it'in its ‘most pnmmve forms uThts leads him to use

s .

immature socxettes as hts symbols of the commumty of man ns | would also add that the age

of the protagomsts is: tntportant as. it ‘tends to. remove potenttal sources of psychologtcal.
frustratton and compltcatton - for example, sexual yeammg and anxrety about famtly

responstbtltttes Thts age advantage is vaguely alluded to by Ralph in Coral lsIand for ‘
‘we were extremely happy, and Peterkm used’ to say that as we were. very young we' should‘ not

‘ -feel the loss of a year or two (CI 139) Goldlng lumself says that the boys are "below the‘

—_

age of overt sex, for . . [he does] not want to’ comphcate. the tssue wrth that relattve ;

¥
.

The setttng ts also srgmftcant The chtldren are 1solated on an tsland that pronuses to

' be an Earthly Paradise, very much ltke Crusoe s and that of Ballantyne s bOys «"l‘lower and o

>

o

fruit grow together on the same tree . A (CI 71) The srgntftcance of the settmg is further c

'

,v spelled out by Phtltppa Moody "'They are tsolated from the tnfluences of thts soctety m

,‘ condlttons whlch partly at least correspond to thetr mward sense of the tdylhc and they_l '

: have all they need as Our ftrst parents drd to support hfe ) The chfldren at the begmnmg%

;ltndeed see the 1sland as betng a good one? "Thts 1s our tsland It s a good island Unttl the -

vgrown ups come 10 fetch us| we'll have fun (LF 45) Go‘lchﬁg hrmeelf emphaswes the",:f“:

tmportanee of this fact .

The boys find an earthly paradtse a world in fact ltke our world of boundless S
“wealth, beauty and resource... They did not’ have to fight for survival, for I'did not " *
~ want. a Marxist -exegesis. lf disaster came, it was not to come through' the "~

- exploitation of one class by another It was 1o. rise, simply and solely out of the

nature of the brute 7

R

»”Mood 51
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Goldrng. then places his - chtldren on a lush tr0prcal tsland wtth very obvrous saurtcal

mtentlons The settmg also serves a methodologrcal functron Peter Green sees in 'rt the '

[N

. " .
mgenmty of- the laboratory techmcran "‘Goldmg S. chrldren then are rsolated on thelr deserl

ursland f or a spectf ic sprntual expenment much as a screntrst mrght lsolate a culture in’ a petn

_dtsh and thetr behavrour must be consrdered m the hght of. thetr author's known

N

" convrctrons."'° The*problem wrth this kind of selectron of ,specrmens and controls to“ prove a '

!

- thesis already held to be true by the smentht wrll be drscussed later m the chapter

1 P The results of the expenment are by now well known »the boys,: m splte of '

everything, make a m,ess "of their srtuation just as Crusoe' m sptte of everythmg makes a
N !

fabulous success story out of his solrtude In sprte of thelr Rousseauesque natural habrtat the -

* boys do riot’ embody Rousseau s concept of the noble savage nor is the socrety they evolve ‘

shaped by the ratronahstrc and reltgrous values whtch guarantee the success of Ballantyne s

,

.boys At the begmmng, however the boys do not fall 10 tmpress the readers and themselves

“wrth the same smug complacency as the boys in: Coral lsland ""We're Engltsh and the Enghsh ‘-

§ mterventron of the naval offrcer would apparently have ended wrth Jack destroymg hrmself |

r,.:‘

_ ’°Green 65 o B o “ L

(and evangelmng savages Li

. be'stj ¢ f

s

;'are best at everythmg (LF )X But mstead of behaving as }Enghsh boys should crvthung-‘ :

foe- Ballantyne style - rmplementmg the whole range of ' ‘

\

‘ _Western stand’ards of lrvrng a la Crusoe they regress intQ barbartc savagery whrch but tor the‘.,‘

after murdermg everyone else A detarled analysrs of the process wrll reveal Goldmg s crrtrcal"."
commentary on Coral Island B ‘. “‘? n : :»x"

i\'

We have seen 1n the ftrst chapter Just how easy it is for the boys m Coral Island to'.'.-'

‘ ‘evolve a (unctroning socral order by the mstttutron of pohucal authorlty t0. whrch everybody” -
submtts wnthout coercron There are, in fact no electrons as there is o need for them Jack sf

: 'decrsrons are always respected as they always somehow turn out, to be for the best in the ‘

;all possrble worlds. The °boys are eertamly of dtffereqt ternperaments but these :
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\

drf ferenoes weaknesses and strengths are complementary ‘and benefreral to “the grbup and its |

"‘survwal Therrs is an' 1deal governrnent as it reflects Western democratlc ldeals of the time,

t i Pl

’wrth the success ol‘ the democracy berng f urther gharantwd m thrs spectl‘ ic case, by Jack s

[

¥ berng a natural leader a f rctronal versron of Plato s phrlosopher kmg la’;a strmlar manner,

the . boys in Lard of the Fltes Goldmg says try to construct a crvrhzatron on the 1sland BRI

But it ts Goldrng s thesrs that the socrety they evolve wrll ultrmately be shaped by no such

v N N o

constmcts of crvrltzatton but by therr fallen nature In thrs respect the choice of a leader

‘ !

-accordmg to democraue pnncrples rs the frrst test of Ballantyne s optrmtsm‘ Faced w:th tlus

task the boys are srmply befuddled Not only are they of dlsparate temperaments Wea’knesses

- - o

-and strengths as in Coml Island but the potentral leaders have a basrc mcompleteness about

o

them and their weaknesses strengths and dtfferenoes provide a chemrstry of analysts rather-

) . Q
than synthesrs of dlsmtegratto(rather\ than cohesron There is really no clearly 1dent1f1able i

leader The reasons for Ralph 'S electron are at’ best mystenous and obscure |

None of the boys could have found good reason for thrs. what- mtelhgence had been o
shown was traceable to Prggy .while the most. obvious leader wad Jack. But there
. ‘-was a stillness about-Ralph-as he’sat’ thd¥narked him out: there.was his size, and
" attractive. appearance; and more, obscurely. yet most powerfully. there was. the .
~ © " .conch. The being that ‘had blown that, that had sat waiting for them- on the
a platform with the: dehcate thmg balanced on his knees; was set apart (LF 30) C

Clearly. thts electron rs by no means gurded by rattonal prmcrples Jack is'the obvrous Ieader
but Ralph grves the boys an tllusron of power and strength through hrs attracuve looks hrs
1mposrng stature and above all through'a symbol of strength and authonty the conch It .
wrll not be long before the electorate reahzes that 1f Ralph had rmtrally grven them the .
rllusron of strength necessary to buy thetr confrdenee real strength resrdes in the obvrous
leader Jack whose energy, however wxll be put to the wrong use Moreover as Phrhppa
MOOdy observes those same quaImes«whrch ensure Ralph s’ electron prefrgure hrs 7rlure as a "

leader

r<.', o ' : S [ a ',

- L
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But the quahtres that ensure Ralph ) electron are exactly those that make ‘him
" ineffectual as a leader in such circumstances. He is just 100 civilized. He' expects his
suggestrons to be carried out simply because. they are good ones. Whereas Jack, -
rejoicing in' command for its own' sake and driven by. centain ' jnward animal ..
. compulsions, can simply enforce his will; he does not nwd to be reasonable or to .
‘ .-persuade"' . ‘ o : e ’

1S

Goldmg has thus delrberately complrcatod Ballantyne s srmple characterrzatron Jack

i

‘ the ratronal and natural leader in Coral lsland becomes Jaick, ‘the obvrous but, unelected

\
s

- drssrdent leader the‘ embodtment of brute force and barbanc aggressron in Lord of rhe Flles

f The prevarlmg tmage we have of Ballantyne s Jack is thal of the phrlosopher kmg bookrsh

‘ knowledgeable ponderous and wrse One mtght however argue that, - far from bemg the

perfect leader showmg equammrty of spmt Jack already bears rf only latently, some of the
\tratts of' hls namesake in Goldtng ) nov& He 1"temperamental compulsrve and capable of

.

makmg the most erraUc foolhardyl and, dangerous decrsrons He is chrvalrrc and almost

qurxotrc attrrbutes whxch but for, the fmal deus ex machlna mrght hz{ve sealed for his !

il

. juvemle subjects a fate not more enwable than' that. df the boys m Lord of zhe Flaes Thrs -

A\
\

3 may explam why Goldrng does not have to grve another name (o l'us own aggressrve anti- hero

K ‘smce he srmply has ‘0 amphfy those aggressrve and compulsrve tendencres suggested m '

g} Ballantyne s lack but never allov/ed there to lead to therr logrcal end: the death of the boys

o, r\_.‘

in barbanc captrvrty Moreover Jack m Lord of the Flies is presented less as a wrllf ul crrmmal '

. v " ? .

. than as a boy acung under the compulsrve promptmgs of the beast embedded in hrs soul
‘.». Whrle Jack acknowledges‘ the rmportance of rules he is. not nalve enough to belreve that such ,

. .rules wrll be obeyed snnply because they are good wrthout the proper polrce force to enf orce ;

?

-

;"h,-them — an agency that even the adult democratrc model cannot do wrthout "What rf |

“';someone decrdes not to obey"" is Jack s unanswered quesuon Goldtng rs opposed thus to the
paper cutout goodres and baddtes who mhabtt Brlttsh ftctidnal m)ands, who make for the ,

happy endmg the author mtends ~a Jolly good show sort of morahty That the quahtres of

e .
<
. o

>
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leadershtp are. not readi‘ly and" completely recogmzable in any of “the potermal leaders m Lord -

cof the Flles (not even in. Jack the most obvnous leader) i$ .a critlcal commentary on’
Ballantyne s srmphsttc and almost mamchean charactertzauon ' C . L —-

)
!

ln the castaway survrval arrangement the questto’h of leadershrp and authonty rs '

""’closely related to the problem of the~defrmtton of nwds and pnonttes : Rousseau and Marx

N"" '

have in their vanous ways theorized about Crusoe s unhtarlan cult CaraI lsland 100

embodtes a certam uulitanan etluc Goldmg Jmphcnly ratses questions about thlS 1deology

.‘\.‘\ ' Q

srmilar to JEan Baudrtllard S. ln Coral Island nwds are defined very, much in terms of what j ‘

‘ lS usable and what is superfluous and therefore wasteful The @deo not subscrtbe to
| b

' ."'

Crusoe s ethtc of aecumulanon ‘and they see’ utthtartamsm in a moral rather than tn a

~,

pragmattc hght Peterktn s hunttng sprees would not necessarily have rmhtated agatnst the ’

posstbtltues of a rescue Nor are. pork and sport mutually exclusrve ends;, they represent K
| B

desrres whtch can be gratified together That 1s ‘why the boys see no contradtcuon between |
thetr utthtanamsm thetr burldmg of a bower, and thetr desrre for tneat as long as the bower. g
and the meat are actually used. Thrs also explatns why Peterkm 5 huntmg expedmons are‘ -
restrlcted to a precrse end —_ pork (a nwd naturahzed by culture) anﬂ are not as Peterlnn

would hke them to be and as Jack in Lord of the Flles makes them an end tn themselves It

K

ls d rauonal xmperattve the allegtanee to rules the submissxon to the pubhc w111 that contains

Peterkmsanunalspmts SRR : S oL g_ SRR
" ': ' . o ' * _‘4 - ’

’I'he srtuanon m Lord of the Flzes 1s mftmtely more complex The tending of the .
‘ rescue ftre and pxg hunting have become mq;ually excluswe actwltres n 1s ett.her smoke or
.pxgs. rescue or fun Ralph sees thls dtlemma g "We want to have fun And we want to be.r.
rescued‘ (LF 48) For Ralph tlfe choree is clear but 1t 1s not ) clea.r for the httle ones. He

makes lus rules and defines hts prlegtwy, hut the very fact that rules are nwded to defme .

| whatRalph and mhw Lotk Jnek 4 satirwes in a subtle but effectrve way the very coneept

ofneedslf the needsofth Tod! ' .thts 1dylltc state of nature were really natural nwds .
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they would be so natural and tmmedtately recogmzable as to need no legxslauon It is prectsely

! the fatlure to elaborate a unammously accepted and tmplemented sy.stem ol‘ nwds that is at

‘ t:he ortgm of the drsmtegratton of the commtrmty Moreover Ralph s fi atal and paradoxtcal
. £ :

‘ delegauoh to Jack s group of the task of tendmg the rescue ~fire albng wlth that of huntmg a

B

. sport $0- rrresnstlbly engagmg to Jack ratses serious quesuons about his abthty to make the

| rtght dectstons the rattonal ones .lack and Peterltm in Coral Island certamly have thett ‘
moments of dtsagreement\ but wrth thetr spmt of tolerance and love they always make up
agam ln Goldrng Y novel however Ralph cannot forgtve Jack 's derehcuon of duty, though |

the latter apologtzes Ralph for all hxs humamsm ts weak and the. small boys cannot‘ help

l
muttermg their drsapproval of h1s mtolerance

5 ,*.

. ..
- -1

The 1nabtltty o establtsh effectrve leadershtp on rattonal pnnctples ulttmately leads 10,
* the fragmentatton of the commumty Jack ) meetmg with Ralph af ter the aCl of neglect is
climactic and offers a metaphor for the dtstntegrauon of the commumty "The two boys

" faced each other. There was the bnllrant world of huaung tacttcs l‘terce exhtlaratton sklll

~

'and there was the world of longmg and baffled commonsense " (LF 89) In thts ease ‘the

,world of the hunt proves to be mfr/nttely more attracuve than that of guardtng the ftre the

‘world of common sense Phtlrp Drew sees Goldmg explonng here the problem of how to
',mamtam moderate hberal values and to pursue dtstant ends agamst pressure f rom extremtsts '

‘and agarnst the lowef* mstmcts " Wrth Jack s faxlure to do hrs duty. the communlty becomes :

, polarized in terms of the foroes of reason and common sense on the one hand and the more

powerful lower msuncts on- the other between restramt and abandon democrattc Jdeals and
,"the law of the Jungle The shape of the society as rt evolves as Goldmg would have it ts

“.ldetermmed nerther by Rousseau s 1deal o( the 'nohle savage nor by the rauonal dtctates of o

» 'mvrhzation but by,the rrratxonal powers 1tch1ng thhm the boys bemg the rllness ot’ betng

. ‘.

P

; f"‘human = the beast thhm them

"Drew 11 T e R e s T
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‘What sort of Sta'tement is Golding making, then, dbout Western ,democratic ideals,

V-
-

including ‘ Rousseeu‘sconcept of the public will? Thomas Coskren's observations are worth
considering here:
erltam Gotdmg 5 novel is not anti- human; n is anu Rousseau It does not portray
.human nature as such, it presents human nature as infected with the romantic

. chimera of inevitable human progress, a progress which will be achreved because of '
" the tnnate nobthty and mnooence of the huntan species.** , , o

I s certalnly true that smce true natural man is . mconcelvable as even a day old baby 1s‘

mﬂuenwd by the tastes and sensxbrl )aes-:af\rts parents"‘ culture one cannot seriously talk of

quintessenual human nature Coskren 5.7 notton of the’ romanuc chimera talhes wrth Goldmg s

def tnmon of- the mnocence of hts juvemle characters

. They"' re mnqoent of thelr own natures They don't understand their own natures
and. therefore when they get to this island,. they can look forward 'to a bright
future bemuse they don't nnderstand the things that threaten 1t B N

It is thts na!vety that Coskren ealls the romanuc chrmera of rnevitable human progress onel"'
- ) KN \
that rs 50 well tllustrated in Coral lsland Coskren evokes Goldxng ] uneasrness with this

"

' If as the Westem world seems to beheve the democrauc process of govemment is
. . the. best 'devised by man thr ut his history, why doesn'{ it work always and
C everywhere" Itis at thts leve \ Goldmg suggests symboheally the madequacy
- . an; t, hisilevel that he directs his devastatingly ironic -
commentary on thez ( ‘myth of the general will and its 'unproved
_presupposmons of the natural goodness of’ the human specles . n
3 , \ \ N
GOldmg dellberately molatcs hlS boys iI/I / y paradlse the 1deal ha'brtat for Rousseau s

: ' / o
noble savage 'I‘he boys do not pervert [thls state\of nature mto a cmhzed state as does Crusoe
vile / | I

to rnaintam the eomplex somo ecdnormc, world he*has left' they desecrate and transform nt ‘
T & ‘.,‘ »

into a Hobbesian jungle hec?use they brxng w1th them the awful ﬂlness of bemg human Thts X

outcome ptomdes an uonic comtnentary on the eoneept of the noble savage as well as on the

attendants. 1deology of mevxtable human progress through democratrc 1dcas In Coskren s

"Thomas Maroellus Coskren "Is Goldmg Calvmistrc ed Jaines ’R Baker and C
' -Arthyr “Zieglet, Jt., William -Golding's - Lord 'of the es Texz\ ‘Notes and Crmctsm -
(New York: G. P_.Putnams Sons, 1954) 253. . . :

“James Keating-'? Intemew wrth leham Goldmg. »Baker 191




_words, \
" ‘l

. Lord of the. Ffres takes man back to thé primitive condmon of thmgs whrch

the French social ref ormer had advogated as the one sure way of restoring man to’

- his proper dignity. Then it .shows that, far. from .being naturally good, man has

some ‘type of defect for whiclt civilization is not responsible, Rousseau's social

‘philosophy fails the 'test, and the essenUally confused notion of nature which
Rousseau bequeathed to the contemporary world is exposed for the f raud it is."”

One mrght therefore say that Lord of the Flies loosely correSponds to Reckwrtz s defmmon ol

\ ey

“the thrrd category of modern negatrve "Robmsonadee wmch O
AT
. examme what happens when although extemal conditions are ideal, thé -
castaways themselves are lacking what is requrred to survive as civilized human
bemgs, In cases- like, these everythmg seerm to g0 nght at the beginning, and the
~castaways seem to be 'in full command of themselves and their situation. Then they
., .start organizmg things; in' the.course of .which’ the whole .range of ‘European
.+ "1 concepts rmplemented SOOn it. becomes ' .obvious, hdwever, that the
P anthropologrcal and . cultural premtses «of. the mtended survrval -arrangement have |
wneverbeenvahd""_-‘ .. A l

4

b
R

Hence mstead of havmg another Success storyh we have regresslon and drsaster lt 1s by

\

analysmg thxs process that we w111 grasp more fully Golding s reactmn 10 the~rauonalrst myth,

' . o 4 !

.the concepts of the mnocence of the clnld (and by extensron of man) and of human .

— a) il

perfecublluy T R .'f,,,;\ . ,
. ) S ' A" ' ’ T

Clarre Rosenf ield, who reads Freudxan theory mto Lord of the Flles sees. the motlf of

-

games at the ongin of ‘the process

“The games .of . the begmmng have a double functron they. first of all reflect. the
child's attitude toward play as a temporary cessation from the activities imposed by
. the adult world; but like the games played before. the formation of civilization, they
' "‘anticipate the. ritua} which reveals.a developmg soclety the my(lc:l%en move from
"~ voluntary play to ritual, from . "only pretending” to reaht ;-from: representauon w0
o 1denuf icatibn, 'l'he older stnctures lmposed by parents are soon forgotten \

P

How does play become ntual m thxs novel" The motrT of fear is oentral to thrs dlSCUSSiOII The.

.f.

orthodox rauonahsm that pervades Coral Island has 1o place for the human eIement ol fear.

There |s a strong demal ol’ the mystenous the tmexplamable the ghostly There are no beasts'l

I,,t.‘-'

or gholsts to be feared Such an ammde would seem to correspond more to the mtreptdlty

. ‘ . "" it 1.
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embodled in Crusoe the myth, than to Defoe s Crusoe who upon the dlscovery of footprmts '
on the lslaﬁd xmposes upon lnmself a prolonged penod of confmement (out of fear)

Naturally, tlle myth oensors thts aspect 'which would have made Cruﬁ&@ S amry less

spectacularly bnlltant In Coral lsland the b0ys are always cxcited by the prospeqts of .
, explalmng away any apparently mystcrlous and normally fnghtcnlng phenomenhn Vlrglma o

Tiger sees the element of fear as a dlstmgmshing factor between Ballamyne s and GOIding s‘ ‘
‘'morality; Goldmg s boys of course do grow frlghtened of the, unknown ln faet u is just

.#

the fear of a beast —_ and jts ambxguous exlstence on the island — wluch forms the dramauc ’
i ' L‘
1

and symbolic core of Lord of the Flles " ‘ L ; SRR
The fate of ‘the children's community'ultimately comes to be hinged on the.childten's s

. Y | o o ! .
varied Tesponses to the existence of a beast on an island that was once thought lo be a

paradlse The reaction of Piggy, who, as Moody observes, never rea}ly leaves the world of
Coral Island is remmlsccm of the sohd rauonahsm of Ballantyne s novel He has no room
for "disastrous exceptions, no areas of undiscovered darkness.""-}ie recalls .\the perfectly

scienyific adult world : o \

;“v\

. "We know what goes on and if there's somethmg wrong there's sorneone o’ put it
right.” R
You have doctors for everythmg. even the ms:de of your mmd You don 1
really mean that we got 1o be frightened all the time for nothmg" Life sald Pnggy
expanswely. is sctenttftc that's what itis." (LF 104- 05)

The problem is that nobody s wxlhng to buy the asthmatic and funny lookmg Prggy s

tcassunng ratronallSm Ralph' s responsc 1stwcommonsenslcal ~ they should retreat to the other L

e s

end of the island to avond the beast Such a mponse only strengthens the “boys" behef m the :

t

rcal;iy of the beast and asa consequence promotes thexr fear rather than assuages lt It is

)

Jack § response: that gains the endorsernem of the chxldren He at once demes the exxstence

the beast and. afflrms hs. abtlity to destroy it. Phlhppa Moody observes that in: a curious

t . s ) - :7
»

) .
.
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way [he] hall‘ seems 1o hope in his primitive soul that a beast may exist, and lt ls easy

\
' i

for hrm 1o dlscover mcarnabons forit. , . In some ways, it is useful to him; he employs it as

an mstrumem of hls dark authonty e Thts may well be the case, but there is A more N

pracucal strategic reason f or this, Jack has 1o promote the boys f ear by acceptmg that there
.may be a beast. But his ability to hunt and kill the beast provrdes an lmmedtate justrl‘tcatron \
for the hunt this time, not only of pigs (Jack s obsessron) — whrch might be considercd
unnecessary‘and detrimentél to the group 's rescuc — but also of the beast. the fear of whrch

once instilled in the group, makes its hunting one ol‘ the “necessitles‘ for. the‘group's survival,

)

-‘Not ‘only does this justil‘y‘ and “naturalize’ the hum it also makes of Jack~'a ‘Stronger and
more reltable protectrve f orce for the boys Of course, the' chrldren L] attractron to Jack is also
due to the thnll and to “the lrberatmg eff ects ol“ the hum as’ well as to its practtcal product

- pork Let us remember that some of the children fall ill from malnntrluon because of a

\
i

vegetanan dret they are not used 10.

oy , .
The next rmportam questlon concerns the rdentrty of the beast. ln Cara/ lsland and,

1o some extent in Roblnson Crusoe the maJor source of danger is savages — both black and

whtte ln Coral I.eipd — who are ol' ten referred to as beasts The tnumvrrate in Coral lsland

<

t rs témporanly broken when Ralph s taken away by the ptrates and the three boys are later "

"

‘ rmpnsoned by the black savages Hence the forces that threaten the umty and survrval of the

.

group are obJecttve and 1dentifrable they can be related to m physlcal terms they can be -

‘

' conquered and subdued (whrch they fmally are, wrth the help of GOd) Jusuce is establrshed

.vrolence eradimted and prospenty guaranteed The soluuon to the problems of maulunu is” '.
thus reduced to the srmple matter of acceptmg the values oC Westem gvrlrzatton Human
perfecubihty. sa'ys Jaclr ls a reahty by rehgxon a man may attam a great degree of

(CI 63) On Goldmg s tsland however there are no mdrgenous savages and there is no ‘

‘ obJectrve report ol‘ a beest Yet the reahty of the beast is s0. powerful that rts identll’rcauou

.
(R
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- becomes the major preoccupaum\\;)f the boys and, mdwd of the readers. Thrs search Jeads us
I mally to the\ tragic awareness that the hunted rs not extemal to the humer the beasl wlnch ls

al the oot of social erosion is engramed in the very soul of the boys.’ Seen m this light, the‘

L]
- ! ~

A
hunt fjnally rbecomesan’ act .of self-destrucuon. Let. us turn riow to the process that leads_
Simon, Ralph 'and the reader to the’ horn‘ble awareness that the beast is man ,himself and, in

\ .
' [l

rhe process we shall see how pig- hum becomes man hum

- \
lr is. the smallesr boys who are first aware of and reporr the presence of a: beastre on

1 ‘ " o

the island, Bul for them At s a snake not a prg Tbat beast. is evenrually synonymous wrth‘ 3

! y y
pig necds very lmle explananon it 1s,pan of Jack s stralegy But, were 1[ really a prg, the :

’ f »

boys w0uld not be so terrrfred Yet the beast hunt -is actually seen. as a prg hum Clarre ‘

» |.

Rosenfreld s analysrs of the transformzmons of the beast s 1dentrty ls m tlus‘grespect

5 4‘ +

.. mteresnng After the first krll she commems L e

\b
| "o

Jack is still revellrng in the knowledge t.hat he has outwrtted a lxvmg .thing,"
imposed their will upon it, taken away'its life like a long and satisfying drink” . .
Already he has begun to obliterate the’ distinctions bétween animals and men; as do
- primitives; - already he thinks in terms of the metaphor of a ritual drinking of
... blood, the eff] ieacy qf whrch depended on 'the. drmker s assunfpmn of his victim's
.s;rength and: spmt T N ST . wﬂ, .

oot f . . .
P X o

The blood drmking here establrshes an idenuf u;auqn between the beast and Jack Jack lrterally

,‘\l

drsgmses hrmsel( as a prg on hrs huntmg mps After the hunl lhe boys Lheamcally re enact

N \\\‘ Y
, 0

the krllmg of the prg. »m,h Maunce playmg the role of the latter - the beast Rosenf reld has

thrs to say concernlng Llrese performanees R ' I R \\:-/"T, 2
At this dramatrc representatxon each clnld is. sull ‘aware:that thrs 1s a chsplay.
perf’ormance, He is never "so beside himself that hé loses consczousness of -ordinary -
;Tedlity.” Eath time they reenact thé same event, however, théir behaviour becomes
. - ore frenzied, more cruel, less like representation: than .identifi tion, The chant
- “then becomes "'Kill the-beast. Cut his throat, ' 'Spugms blood.'" 1-is as if: the first .
. . event, the pig's death, is: fergotnen in the recesses of ume. a new myth defmes the
. pnmalact Real pxgbecomes mythrcal beast’l ot Lo

ln my oprmon the assoclauon between prg and beast is estabhshed much earlrer One mrght

. i 14l
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say rpal much as the prolagomst m Ka a s Me;amorphosls comes r mally to be desrgnated by

‘~1

the pronoun it here the beasr rs gradua\]K humamzed ~ it 1s referred to a‘s "hlm — while

the boys are gradually dehumamzed beco ing more and more besual The metamorphoses '_'

lead to the fmal* merging of me two* elemenl : As Clarre Rosenfreld obserVes Jack appears\

‘N,f rom the humxd earth He is dog llke and

arkness of the undergrowth ) We are thUS

al_mos\ dehumamze‘d,l“his.' nose only a few inc
. ' , » ' 4 ' ‘i

' prOOeeds forward 'oﬁ all ‘fours' v'imo the semi-

'
!’

i others ‘that the beast is: only lhem 1s hrmsclf ironically Laken for the beast and brumlly killed.

. 4
- ‘

Tms act apparently marks the: transmon from plg hunt 19 man- hum But in realﬁy the ~
\ :

transmon is srmply a reahzauon the dnstmcuon—betwecn plg beast and man has always be0n~ v

very blurred Lhe murder of Srmon 1s only the logrcal c\tmclusron of a process started with, the'

dlsmtegrauon of the commumty mlo two factions. But- for the umely mlervenuon oF lhe

i
’ " f 1

naval offncer Jack would probahly have humed down and destroyed himself after murdermg .

\
v

‘ everyone else. For the. trpth is that the beast is in Lhem all and especxally in hu‘n. - ‘.' l-'

o “ o Is there then any hope" Asked by James Keaung whether there are socreu?:s thal' .
, kS N :

" will enhance the possrblllty of man becormng good "% Goldmg registers hrs skeptrcrsm in the,

LT
P FEN W
¥ . N N w o . ~ e . Kl N o
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followmg words e . Ca st e S e T
N ‘ A “ . " ) ;.
s .-the democrauc way is the way in which to move equaliy. it seems to me that a i
S democracy has inherent Wweaknesses in it... You can't give people freedom without, i
. weakening society ‘as an implement of war. . . It's not a question with me as fo . -
© whether democtaoy is- the right way so much as 10 ‘whether democracy can sumve POt
\ and ren'iam what n is.. &1 . ‘. R L
The democrauc expenment on the rsland faﬂs partly because 11 lacks thea pohce machmery
whrch has ;urned many socreues bunlt on democranc ldeals into totahr.anan states ln view of
. N Fk" + " I -
man 's predrlecuon for greed aggressron and vrolenoe checks are mdrspensable but ‘as

b

Goldmg pomts out m another mtervxew such checks are nottung but the frult of bmer

. q
ool

FRoseafield 126,
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vexperientfe‘of people who are adult enough to realize"Well I, 1 myself ‘am vicious and would”

! ]
.

hke to kill thal man and he ls vncrous and would like to kill me, and therefore it is sensxble ’

)

that we should both have an arbrtrary scheme of thmgs in whnch three other people come in.
and separate us.'"" Clearly, this is far from bemg Rousseau s coneept of the ideal state.

Lord af lhe Flies bearsﬁthness to thrs need for checks and deterrents. Ralph's rules |
‘. are mel‘ fectual but the rules taboos and. prohtbmons of the adult world help in restrammg_
| the boys 1f only provrsronally, in the ftrst phase of the novel ‘Jack cannot stab the first prg
. he ‘encounters ' because ol‘ the enorrmty of the kmfe descendtng and cutting mto hvmg flesh

because of the ‘unbearable blood" (LF 41) We are told too of Roger who cannot sum up

’ courage to throw stones at-a smaller boy: "Yet there was a spaoe round Henry perhaps six

l ‘ yards in dtameter mto whtch he dare not th}ow Here mvrstble but strong, was. the taboo of

the . old lil‘e Round the ,sqeatﬁng chtld was the. protectton of parents and schobl and
t _"/"' d

‘poltcemen and the Jaw " (LF° 78). Trme and time agarn the reader is retmnded that adults )

would do better Ralph parnfully recalls those golden days, when "[M]ummy had strll (been ’

l with them and'Daddy had come home everyday. ‘where everythmg was good humoured ‘and

.‘:friendly (LF 139) And 1t rs f mally a naval offtcer who prevents the novel from endmg ina

i LQ

T

nightmare too' hornble to unagme

Q

All thxs mayc lead orie’ to beheve that Lord of the Flles is only about castaway

chtldren assummg adult responsrbrlitres wrthout adult supervrsron "” Thxs is the kmd of |
| 'mterpretatron tl?at Carl Nremeyer proposes [F]or crvrhmtron defeats the beast lt shnks back L

‘,mto ihe jungle as the boys creep out to be rescued ﬁtt the beast is real It 1s there and it -

may~ return oo These remarks 1mply that there would never have been the fear of a beast hadf‘ _

the boys abrded by the values of thzatron —_ those of the adult world But thrs -

’ interprétatron '‘Ala Prggy is. moonsrstent wrth Goldmg s general thesrs whrch seeks 10 expose

PFrank RKeriods, "The. Meaning of it All" Baker L~ ~ -+ -
:"Carl Niemeyer, - "Coral' Island Revisited?, Nelson 241. S
‘Niemeyer 245. 1 . T s T e

.a . . P oo T
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the: beast in man, not out there in the jungle Goldtng s novel unlrke Ballantyne s lS no /-

celebrauon of the vrtahty "of Western clvrllzatton ‘ wrth rts tmphcrt belrel‘ m human

A

perfecubtlrty i o 5 '1;. .' e ;" T
Before the Second World War I belreved in the perfectrbtllty of socral man that a
correct structure of society would produce goodwill; and that therefore’ you could
Temove all social ills by a reorganu.atton of \ society.. It is possible that today ) SRR
believe something of the same again; but after the war ‘I did not because I was,
unable to... I am thinking of the vileness beyond all words that went on, year after .~ ¢ -
year, in the totalitatian states. ... They [ineffable thtngs] were. not done by the head .
hunters of New Guinea, or by some tribes - in the’ Amazon They were done,
skilfully, coldly "by ediucated men, doctors, lawyers, by’ men wrtb a tradition of '
civilization behtnd them, to berngs of therr own kind.'*! o .o

Virginia e'nger analyses the techmques deployed hy Goldmg to bring out thrs moral

0 "

&
ancli)o preempt such interpretations as Nremeyer s “She calIs these techmques 31 rdeographtc

structure” of the novel She admits. that the narrative can easily delude the unwittmg reader
"[A]s ‘the narrative progresses the reader is lulled\into the unguarded beltef that adults may

_save the srtuatton, ;ome But thrs pornt of view, as she- further explarps is Just part of the

» e | 7\ © 'Ql

‘ 1deographrc structure LA *,,‘ ’ ) " ,.-V e ,',"-'
: R kR ) ”.',. R " . .u.

. In Lord of the Flzes the rdeographlc structure consrsts in two movements; in ‘the ‘.
oo irst, the story is séen from the point of view of the childish protagonist, Ralph,as b
he grows more and more aware of the island's .disintegration. In the sécond -
. movement, the coda, which concludes the fable, we:see events from a new paint of ' .
- view, that of the naval officer who is completely unaware and largely mdrfferent o &,
‘the suffenng 103 . ‘ : Co

.’,~,. N a i
w .

| Thrs is to say that the naval offrcer - as a reﬁresentauve of the adult world —_ exhrbxts the .
rnadequacres of that‘world ‘m. hrs arrogant tgnorance of the human condmon
| . In this reg‘ard the rnmal pomt of vrew held by Ralph and Plggy as to the ranonahty of
'the adult world and the vrtalrty of crvrhzanon in general is reversed by such symbols as the
,'dead parachutrst —a symbol of 'man's mhumamty to man. .8 legacy 'ol' barbansm tn both

ancrent and contemporary crvrhzatton mon It is Ralph who. overawed by unpendmg doom

appeals desperately to the adult world for a srgn of hope. and the dead parachuust rs the srgn

T Golding The Hot Gate.f geler. . ao T
199Tjiger 52, R i Coe T S
Tiger 52.° oL I

5,‘°‘Trger 52, T
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' that he gets Goldmg himself, m hrs interview with Frank Kermode, throws rnore ltght on thts

N . .
S e g oo o 9

' symbohsmf e T ’

‘~ And if youturn round to your parents and say "please help me, 'they are part of
the ol& structure, theold system, the old world, which' ought to be good but at the ,
moment is makmg the world and the air more and more radroacuve 103 O antad

"
1

Hence accordmg to Vrrgtma Ttger the grotesque pomposrty of the naval offrcer who seems
to have sailed stratght from the pages 6l' CaraI Island,™*°* is powerfully 1romc especrally if -

one recalls that it ts an adult yar that necessrtates the shuttlmg of the boys away from

a

: radtoacttve cwtltzatton The 1mp11catrons of Tiger's a§ument are mterestmg the expenment

on-'the island has 1ts counterpart in the Outmde worl encq the 1sland is srmply a parnful

I -

mtcrocosm/tg the adult world The novel ends in a. cul de sae' We are made pamfully aware
that Rou‘ssea’u 5 concept of life in n,at\xre is Just an tntellectual construct Ltkewtse the tdea
) that c1vtltzatton is eapable of curbmg man 's rmchnattons 10 vxolenoe comes under very senous
| scrutiny Lord of i the Flies £ mally attempts to correct many conoept@ns about Western man in -

' particular and man in general his nature and hts ctVihzatton erham Nelson summartzes tlus
sauncal scope o . . R \ e

| Goldmg has been quoted as saying of Lord of the Flies; that his purpose "is an
attempt’ to trace the defects of society back to the defects of human nature." " The
. ook, theréfore, goes against the ‘prevailing view of human nature since the time of o
the Enlightenment and instead expresses a view comparable to the Christian view of . =

- "original sin" ‘and,. ln another realm of discourse, not mcompatxble thh many :

, rwent msrghts ofanthropology and psychology 10 .‘ N

. -
: B . .
(8 . ) 4

_f‘\ Before we draw a conclusron 1t 1s essenttal that we recall bnefly Goldrné 's. eentral
ohjection to Ballantyne Goldmg § novel is mtended 10 be "a reahstrc view of the Ballantyne
sltuauon."“' In what sense then is Lord of the Flies more reahs than ral Island? By ’
reahsttc rt WOuld seem that Goldmg means correepondmg,ta the—reahty df the human

eondmon ln his vrew the opttmistrc -cheerful and all ﬂatterme 1mage of mar - that Ballantyne

4.\< : ..,!

“’Kermode ' "The Mesinin zof It A“" 198, VL L A
CWTger 3 Lo e emea s o T

AUNeBSon X, ot TEL LT e e
. '"Kermode;' - "The 'Meaning of It: A" 201. W
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T
presents is mconsrstent with the. facts of human hrstory and socrety He seeks to dxsprove'

\
' , ’ "

;o

Ballantyne s mora)r(y\by\gonducung an e;tpenment allowrng a class of chtldren as much
freedom as -possible -and only [mtervemng] when there s med o be some possrbrlxty of
murder being eommrtted 1o Murder however certainly is co mrtted in the novel Moreovk’A

it is rmposstble to take thrs clarm of authorral neutraltty se iously.. Flrst oP all the boys are

nerther real nor free, as they are ftgments of the author s rmagmauon He selects the

characters in such a way that the chemrstry ol‘ therr mteractron produces exaCtly the results

. . SO
that he anumpates The catastrophe takes place partly because ol' the 1ncompleteness of the "
VoA _' TN

nt.ral characters. To use Phtltp Drew s words | the catastrophe occurs because the

Qualrues rof mtelhgence address bravery, decency organrzatton and msrght are drvlded among
Prggy, Jack Ralph and Stmon Each of them lacks some total vrtal grf t: none of them isa .

't

comp‘lete person. mio Yet Gdldmg expects the results of hrs expenment to be gtven a umversal

; srgmf\lcance He expects hlS readers to draw valtd conclustons of a umversal character f rom
tlte adventures and shortcommgs of his boys on thetr trny island. Margaret Walters addresses

ions are forceful and demand a close examtnauon She ratses

thrs specrfrc problem Her obje :

‘a cructal tssueq
But as we grasp Goldmg s general thesrs we must also ask how fully the story
-embodies it and how far it remains an ‘abstract intention; and_even whether it does
‘not mduce in Golding a too narrdw too reflecttve grasp, of lrfe o

“.
Ly

There rs the\ central analogrcal srtuatron — on the one hand fnan sub specie aelerpitatls and,

v

on the other the chtldren on therr tmy tsland It.is doubtful Walter says whether~ thlS%_
' "delrberate narrowmg of \range really does enable htm to concentrate 0 drsttl the. essencc of a -

much broader range of expertenoe* or whether mstead hrs success depends on excludtng most ‘
of the complexitres of actual lrfe "2 In other wOrds how sertously can- -we take the juvenlle"_ ‘

B '

“’Goldtng, A Movmg Target 183 ST T |
WDrew' 13. y T ,
11Margaret ‘Walters,; "Two Fabuhsts' Goldang and Camus Nelson 98,
'"Walters 97 ? SR | R S ‘:' e
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oommumty -on the‘tsland not'only as a metaphor of universal human society, but also as

t‘F-

E representauve of man of all trmes" As I have mdtcated Goldmg s gumea plgs are free only

{‘_'wrthln hrs preconoeptrons and thlun the hmlts rmpesed by hxs anticxpated results Thls

'explatns Goldmg 8 tendency. in spxte of hrs clatms of non meddlmg to sacnf ice plot to thesrs

;108

spnng from them Walters c1tes the spectflc example of Slmon as Goldmg s mouthprece

1

tervene in the story to comment and grve a meamng to events that ~may. not otherwrse

‘,.lndwd the fxgure of Simon is constantly, weakened by Goldmg s attempt to endow o

* . him with a myster;ous authority and. insight,” and by his obtrusrve stress on the .

“boy's tole as some kind of saviour'-— a stress-necessdry because the: frgure ‘on the-.,

" dramatic level, is neither. plausrble nor Tepresentative. Vi this seems to spring -from
Goldmg s attempt. tg give the situation a umversal felevance. that it fails, at some
pomts to achieve in. 1tself .an’attempt to gloss over the places where the analogue
is' limited in. scope and doesnt correspond to the vaned possnbrhtres of human

© expenence moee T . r

' These thervatlonSzare m themselves qurte solid; but when Walters sees them as. part of the

\ !

f\ :

[

rpetual danger ol" the l‘abuhst the temptatron to pass off a parual mterpretatxon of

[y

eXpenence as the.whole truth " then 1t becomes apparent that they should be take&as a

. general cntrque of the hterary convenuon that Goldmg deploys

. .

Goldmg himself is aware of the hmrtatrons of the faﬁble as well as of the complexrty '

Vof his: deslgn if one tal:es the whole of. the human condmon as background of a fable it
"becomes hopelessly complex. ." ."‘«”, Taken under rmagmatxve consxF atron Goldmg wntes.

'the fable "does not become more real than the real world 1t shoves the real world on ‘one

V:side 'l‘he author becomes a spectator appalled or dehghted but a spectator At thrs mment

_rhow can he be sure that he 1s keepmg a relatronshrp between the fable and the morahzed ._'

world when he 1s only conscrous of one of them"""‘ Th fable, then especxally one such as

lus makes heavy. perhaps too heavy, demands on the miagmatxon of the reader To a

'-'l‘abuhst who ts essenttally a morahst the thesrs the moral is more 1mportant than the plot

S N e . . B -
S N ) LT .
" S B : R b,
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' 1s tm the process of domg 50,: always overstatmg hrs case because he has a pomt he- wrshes
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By the nature of hrs craf t "the fabulxst is drdactrc destres to mculcate a moral lesson"“’ and 2

\. oA ‘o “-.‘ ,l,\

to drrve home P Thrs would go s&ne way tovVards explammg Goldmg s obtrusweness 1f’
only after the fact ln'A Movmg Targer Goldmg admrts that hrs clarrn to know the real'

nature of man better than Ballantyne lS sheer hubns an assumptron ol‘ the dlvme nght ol‘

,.

- authors But such hubns is not forturtous Hrs 1mage of man rs essentrally coloured by }he",_.

"
i .'..“
[

sombre ashes of the Second World War Hrs stance in Lord of the Flres is more a cry ro} help. |

o .has seen’ rts commumtres destroyed o

Y
(Y

than a closely argued mtellectual posmon RO ; .' ‘, SN P

The years of my lrfc that went)'rnto the book were not years of thmkmg but of .
.- feeling, years of wordless brooding that brought me not so much to ah, opinion as a
~ 'stance. It was like lamentmg the lost childhood of the: world, The theme defeats .
structuralism for it is an emotron The theme of Lord af the Flies is gnel‘ sheer _,

'grrel'gnefgnefgnefgnefl”~ \"}u T A )

N

Ballantyne and Goldmg are both marked by the asprratrons fears and 1deologres o

therr times. Tlus is reflected m V S Pntchett 'S comments

A century wrthout war, and wrth e settled sense - of the human personahty has '
produced it [Coral lsland] 'In Richard. Hughes' book, we 'saw the first sign. of
.. diSintegration: ‘the psychologrsts have’ drscovered that , children "afe not small -
,'fanaful adults, but ‘are -a- cut-off, savage. race. In The Lord of the. Flies we "
understand ‘that the children .are not cut-off; anthropology the . scierice of ‘how'
+ . people live'together, not separately, reflects the concern of the modem world whxch

o"
I

Another commentator Peter Green has thrs to say regardmg Coral lsland o R
R ; ! '.

L It was pubhshed exactly a century ago tn 1858 at the hrgh trde of Vrctonan o

self -confidence, ‘and -is permeated ‘'with smug, ‘national cbmplacency, synthetic
missionary . t‘ervour .and .a kind' of" paralysmg condescensxon which could only
_“‘blossomln a safe, stable unreflectmg socrety IR

D
4 P

Moreover the erghteenth and mneteenth centunes are marked by ‘a certam humamsm the ;

foundanons of whrch were lard by wnters and phrlosophers such as Locke, Hurne and
W 7 / . . -

Rousseau who express a eertam farth m the essentral goodness of man s nature a humamsm

‘e

l"Goldmg, The Hot. Gates 85 NN T T S
MK eating 192, . - A L e T
19Golding, - A Moving Targel 163 ‘ L SRR R

Sy, 8. Pntchett "Secret Parables Nelson 37 A T
"*ﬁreen 174, SR L
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that msptred programmes of humanttanan social progress tn the mneteenth and even m the i
N " t

twentteth centurtes and a beltef that man can 1mprove man s condttton Thts fatth in man -‘

'becomes untenable in faoe of man ‘s great “ability and tncltnatton 0 destroy htmself as
: evtdenwd by the Second World War ‘which was wrtnessed at close range by thham Goldmg '\
‘ AN
and Mtchel Tourmer Even tf the war has not cxactly changed the nature of man such'

~

v101ence aggresston and destructton as it unleashed oertamly reshaped the sensmvtty of tlre y

twentteth eentury noveltst as well as hts conceptton of hts role. E D Pendry comments on‘ ’

¢

this shift m the f ollowmg terms:

The twentteth century mtght be termed the Counter Renatssanoe a penod in whtch
_writers have lost faith. in man and his power to work out his own destiny. . . And

, lmpllctt has been a general recognition of the need for the noveltst to (re)appratse
the nature of man — the god that failed.??* . ‘

Itis. agatnst thts background that one has to apprectate Goldtng s pesstrmsm HIS programme ;
' ts probably over- ambtttous But the attempt to Teverse eertam aspec,ts of the myth and tndeed
: of other ideologtcal&aswmpttons of Westem cmhzatton cannot ‘be 1gnored Iromcally. ‘the
: myth of the noble savage is. attacked at the same time as that of the supenortty of crvrltzed

man In Mtchel Michot s words

‘ ,‘Goldmg asks how supenor [Western people] are to Savages and he potnts to ‘
*. the. superﬁcxahty of . [thetr] civilization: , ... it seems to be powerless against C
~+ "the innate brutality ol‘ man agamst "his fear whxch is in fact an expressron of the -
. evil that pervades the world 123 I Ce . . o ‘

.’I‘he ev‘ geheal tnyth 1s not dtrectly commented upon as there are mdeed no tndtgenous

’ ‘savages on the 1sland to be evangehzed or cmlwed Yet one cannot fatl to recall that the‘,
group whtch best embodies the beast m all 1ts aggresstveness and barbanc v1olenoe is Jack s "

i one constttuted mostly of Bnttsh chou boys who apparently never say thetr prayers The ks

P questton of evrl ls certannly at the eentre ol' Goldmg 'S preoccupattons, but hts approach goes N

: beyond a sxmple presentanon of the for%es of good and evd He takes us to the heart of the'_'

",y;‘ WE D, Pendry ""William ledmg and Mankmd s Bssenttal Tiness," Made,,,;isp;;k S
55,1 (1961) " 1. RO T
“‘:‘”Mrchel-Mtchot 515 S
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" matter, the souroe~ o'fpevi] -.itself . ei;i]o'ring e'\iil f fom'av'metaphysical point of view. This is one

of the Teasons why he does not need pnrates or strange savage tnbes to explore ms thcme

K
.’ TN

Goldmg ) v151on of man 1s pess1mxsue bm 1t lS fmally pamal in both senscs oF lhe |

-

.

\ - S i

- word In the ncxt chapter we will examme another vxew of man, that of Mlchel Toum:er Hns

' " oo

. a§ we shall s;:e. 1s plnmately an thimis'tic one, but ‘one he builds‘ironicgll'y by pcltir)}‘

B
/ i

brimstone on some of the mythical statues that have been erected to Defoe's Crusoe..



RRE ’I‘OURNIER'SVENDREDI CRUSOEINTHE1960s L \

" [

\" LY : ; ! ' ) B \ o , ‘
- Pour ma par.t je me suis attaché tout partrcuhércment d un mythe que je crois le
. plus moderne, le plus actuel, celui dans lequel. jé¢ pense que les hommes de la fid du .
vinguéme siécle se reconnatSscnt lé mieux: Robmson Crusoé i < ‘

‘ Through a rewnténg of Coral lsland —_ a frcuonal vanam of the Crusoe myth —_
o . \ .
Goldmg makes hrs ctmcai commentary on some of the rdeological assumpttons underlymg the -

)

myth Mtchel Tourmer s Vendredl ou les Ilmbes du Paclf ique lrs more drrectly related to

| Defoe 5 novel But as Madelerne Chapsal puts it, Toumrer "ne prend pas le Robmson qul
ne sert que d msptrauon et de référence comme un lrvre déja fart ‘mais comme un mythe -
toujours A revivre: cekur de la solttude au scns fort c'est é dire dc I' homme sans 1 homme 12 |
Thrs staterhent does not do Justtce to the complemty of. Tourmer s vtsrou but rt mdtcates the
dual nature of hrs undertakmg irt wrrtmg Vendredl ou les llmbes du Pactf que: For Tourmer s \‘.

mterest in Defoe s text is’ msptred by hrs mterest in the myttucal frgure that rt produces '
! /"

Robmson Crusoe A closer look at Tourmer S, c0nocbtron of ‘the Crusoe myth vnu help us to

rsolate the aspects of Defoe s noveI and the tdeological strands of the myth that mform
Tournierstext Ao ;“xj-ff;/ EERE ' L e

In Margaret Sankey s words "'Defoe 'S novel creates a myth f rom hrstory whereas

Tourmer s novel uses thrs thh and the hrstoncal structure from its. ongms th order to- .

.)—-

comment on hrstory and create @ new myth "‘“ Toumrer explatns thrs process in Le Vent

i’

Paraclet Defoefm Tourmer 's optmon essenttally profrted from the sensatronahsm created by

l"Mit:hel ’I‘ourmer. Discours de M Mtchel Tourmer de l'Amdémre Goncourt Bulietm
de I'Académiq Royale de. Langue et de Littérature Frangmses (Bruxelles) 61 (1978)
314

‘"Mr;deleine Chapsal 'Le Robmson du vmgtréme srécle L Expres.s' 832 (29 mai’
1967) 41 o
"‘Margaret Sankey, , "Meamng ,through Intertextuality Isomorphrsm of Defoe LA j '
“Robinson : Crusoe ‘and . Tournier's:.Vendredi ou_les . limbes du Paciﬁque Australlan
Jaurnal of Frem;h Studles 181 (.Jan ~Apr "1981) S o

S N . . » ] ) (N
. o ! . ’ . oo e . , e s BN
B PN . U '~ . . " . A . YT vt N ) .
PR TI [ e o . 57 R o . . (XN T oo
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\

'

: deal wrth thrs subJect bemuse for hxm Crusoe s is the only crvrhzatxc@r In Lhe eyes of Def oe,

g Fnday 1s nothmg une bete un &ue en toul cas qm attend de recevoxr son humanué de

| rdea t.hat Robmson may have sgthmg t0. Iearn from Fnday is* mconcewable before the '

rencontre Robmson?-’Vendredx akpns depms quelques deoenmes une sngmfmtion que le cherr{

. amrude to Fnday »as" bemg rac:st bemuse. instead of submmmg himsclf to Fnday 5 gmdmg

A

58

\ |.. . ‘\.'/‘ :

Selkirk s ret'urn t0 England af:er almost y Pour and a half years of self -willed sohlary

"
v »
u ' . " i

conf memem on the 1s1and Qf Mas 2 Txerra m Lhe Pacxflc The novelist's modifi ication of the

S
‘ K |

rml story suggests tQ: Tourmer Defoe 'S opportumsm and his’ awareness of hns soc:ety 's

,‘ \,:'»‘,

._‘.‘ ‘ PSRN ! \ !

sensrbrlmes and va}pes Def‘oe changés Lhe semng‘ from Mas a Tlerra (O3 an 1sland in the‘,

‘va"‘.‘“- Vv ‘\\

Pacrf 10 bewuse "1 auteur vxsam au succes popularre a préféré ceue regxon du globe peu connuc

o w 1 )

et plus nche en repns gue T a.rchrpel Juan Femandez (VP 216) ’l”he penod of xsolauon
\ N i ‘f‘:( .
has mcreased from four years and frve months 1o lwemy exghr years il faut ce qu il

'\ e

faul Moreover whrle Selerk is lefl on the 1sland because he cannot get along with the

A

capram Robmson Crusoe fmds hrmself on the island as the only survnvor ‘of a shxpwreck

! , v n

i

' crrcumstances whrch -in. Toumrer s opmion are’ more edxfymg seul le dorgt de Dneu elan ‘

5 ' "\, o Y . , . ', } . . o L
mtervenu dansoecoup dn sort (VP 216) B A
o s ' ' e

v ) . R B
-

addmon wlucn does nothmg to. detract f rom Cmsoe s cemral status as the novel rémains the .

story of Crusoe and the myth n generares is enurely his. As Tourmer pomts out n would‘

have been rnterestmg to make of the Crusoe Fnday encoumer an ethnographxg‘rxovel whose

subjecl would be the confrontauon of two cmlnzanons therr struggle for dommance thCIT'

s

s", Vo

o

\

Robmson 1 homme occrdentdl seul Sétenteur de tout savorr de toute sagesse ( VP 227) The

" g{s

awakemng of the ethnographxc conscrousness of Westem man. It 1s in this hght that Toumrer 3

sees " "la valeur proprement mythologrque of Defoe $ story "Car il est evxdent que la‘

e

o \

\r.

i
3

" \ 'I n
However the most srgmf 1cam addmon 1s the invention Mhe character of Fnday an‘

'

¢ eventual f usron and the bu'th of a new. crvilxzauon from thrs synthesxs Damel Defoe does not‘

Defoe étar; a mxlle heues de pouvofr soup;onner (VP 227),,Tourmer defmes Robrnson s.*--‘



hand/as the latter is more likely to possess the knowledge essential for survivall‘in", the specif i

envirogment, he is obsessed with inculcating in Friday a life-style and values that he brix‘lgs"l

with him from his native Eogland It is in this respect that Tournier considers Defoe!s novej -*

LI
)

_to be retrospective: "[Hi] se borne A décrire la restauratton de la ctvlltsatton perdue avec les ;

moyens du- bord (VP 229). lt is a novel of ongms and - not of ends As thles Deleuze,‘

observes: S . PR

On a souvent remarqué que le theme de Robmson chez Dcf oe n'était pas seulement
- une histoire, mais "l'instrument d'unt recherche”: recherche qui pact’de 146
déserte et qui prétend reconstituer les origines et 1' ordre ngoureux des . travaux qm T
en découlent avec le temps.'” o L f‘.{g,‘

fad

, As we have seen, Defoe’s novel is’ also about sohtude But lonelmoss 1n Rablnson
U '

Crusoe ts presented neganvely as a challenge a test 10 the vxtallty of Western mgenmty

André Thiel best descnbes this aspect and egplamé“tts popular appeal S o P ’- v

'
s -

Le Robinson de Defoe est la projection de I' Angleterre prbtestante et mdusmeuse‘
, qut croit dans les valeurs du progrés et de la civilisdtion. Il s'agissait 13 d'une sorte
~ d'Odyssée méthodique, 2 Ia gloire de 1'énergie virile qui transcende la matitre et
peuple la solitude. L'esprit humain indompté y triomphe de 1'adversité et. la jeune”: /|
Angleterre du dix-huitiéme sidcle ne pouvait qu'applaudir aux-efforts de cet homme . -
qui & lui seul, défrichait toute une terre, colomsatt qne ile, ctvnltsam Jes

sauvages.'?

v'l.

,Solttude is a disadvantage, but one that the tndomttable human spirit w1ll surmoum in.

i

" glorious fasluon Such an attxtude to solitude is no longer compauble with modem sens:bjlxttes , -l

which are, at best as we shall see, ambxguous in this respect "Ce qn ’11 y a q’ épatoxtt dans le
-personnage de Robinson Crusoe Tourmer writes "c'est qu 'il incarne la sohtude (avant de
. rencontrer Vendredx) dans ce qu elle a de plus négatif et de plus affreux A l époqpe c'étatt

--une malédtction d'écftouer sur une lle. ,- Gt o ‘ ' | " -‘ R
- We have estabhshed (m the first chapter that myth makmg nwd fot be a consc:ous
@

'endeavour on the part of the novelist- What Tourmcr demonstrates 1s ‘that Defoe ] novel
» . < : - . [l . .
'Y e .‘ - .‘ e ML

‘"leles Deleuze, "Une Théorie d* autrui (autrm Robinson et le pervers)t, Critique
241 (juin 1967) 504 . \ L

Sora .

“1%Thje} 97. - ., ’ T e
,"’Daniel Bougnoux et And.ré Clavel, "Entré] ,,,;tavec_, M. TOurnjer,?"hSile_il‘.l‘}._.(1979)

.- . . . ) - Ny
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'\ a . ) . .. . ) o ‘ ' : . , ‘ !
_ does, 'however, contain ,Some ol“ the mythical seeds ln lhe ‘process o‘l 'm‘ym-making the

elemems in the text'are enther lsolaled dlstorted and/or mordmately ampllfled Rousseau s

Cam
AN

readmg of Roblnson Crusoe for example 1s nor allogether graluitous when relared to, aspects

+ f o
0

already drscussed Although Rousseau provrdes an 1deahzauon of the noble snvage he fails -
N S o
enurely o offer An cnllghlened ethnographlc exegesis of Defoe’s novel itis Crusoe and

Crusoe alone thar lmeresls him: ,
Séul 1’ mtereSSc: Robmson heros mdustneux 3l f ois sobre et lngenleux capable de
pourvoir lui~méme & tous ses besoins sans l'aide de la' sociéié. Mais .Rousscau ne
-, pdraft pas voir que Robinson détruit son lle desene en y.'reconstruisant 4an embryon
- de crvrlrsauon . (\(P 228) e . ‘ : .

ey

That Rousseau dehberarely d:sregards the presence of Fnday is clear as any other treatment -
would preclude the idealization of Crus0e as’ noble savage A exclul expressemem la’

presence de Vendredi debul de la socxété et de 1! esclavage (VP 229) Mnchel Toumler ) novcl

._-—-‘———""

sets out to be a vmdrcauon of Vendred; a lruly RousseaunSl novel ‘as he lromcally stales ln

an interview : "Ce n est plus Robmson qm enselgne Vendredl mals Vendredl qul eﬂuque

Robinson.™** But in pracnce lt falls short of ns goal and Vendredl s novel remams to bc‘

! N

wrmen Tourmer apparently dld rmually mean to wnte an ethnographlc novel but the novel

took its own course and the amhor se.;l.led dQWn o' elaborate a completely diff erent Lheme:'
Y, S ' B
\ Mon propos pl ' roprement phxlosdpmqull{t dans un ans tout dlfferenl Ce
<) n'était pas le mariage de deux civilisations 4 un stade donne de leur évolution qui
‘ -mais la destrucuon de. ;Oute cmlxsauon .chez un ‘homme "soumis A
I'csuvr décapame d'uge solitude iphtimaine; la mise'd nu des fondements de 1'8re
vie; puis sug_cette, table Tase la création d'un mondé nouveau sous forme -
de coups de sonde de decouvertes d'évidences.et d extases. (VP 229) e

It is in thls ‘sens at Miehel Tourmer s novel is prospecuve and mvenuve unhke Defoe s,

(s
s e
g

whxch is retrospectlve

chhel Tourmer sets out to renew the Crusoe myth to prevent u f rom becommg an .
allegory —_ a dead m}th What in lus oprmon 1s the mythml relevanoe of Defoe 8 novel to

twentxeth century man" Tourmer mmself does nm fail to rarse thls central lssue.,

4

l

‘ “°"Quand Vendredx éduque Robmson Le Monde 707, (novembre 1957) 10



L
] A

o, I n'est pas: inutile de reprendrc certains de ees aspects (éléments constttunfs de
" 1’ame de 1'homme . occidental) qui sont autant de moules romagesques dans lesquels
nous donnons forme et profil aux humeurs et aspirations que nous msprre notre

~ commune condition d’hommes du vmgueme siécle finissant. (VP 221) ’ L

. Ta Mrc)ﬁ Tourmer Crusoe rs ﬂrst of all the vnctrm of sohtude He is the .orphan of

| humanity\vho has to struggle agamst the demons of sohtude desparr fear of madness and '

v t

“3the temptauon of sutctde A novel dealmg with sohtude "la plaxe la plus permcreusp de

‘ 'l homme ooc;dental comemporam (VP 221 22) — cannot fail o mter modem Western

. rnan as man has come to feel more and more 1solated even in the m"d's of the anonymous
and oppressrve crowd s he has become more wealthy and free Thus n is that in hne wrth

' _the contradtctory nature of the asprrauons of modem man Robmson Crusoe can become the

: hero of solitude ""Car- cette solrtude qur nous tue et nous rend fous par ‘une -curicuse
A v‘p’,\ B '

,,mversron des valeurs se pare d nos yeux de prestiges déhcreux comme ces poxssons meurtners .

o

dom I odeur le goﬁt et les ef! fets tmmedtats possedent un. ]C ne-sais- quoi d' une rrremplacable'

, séductton (VP 225) Everybody drcams today of so\esert 1sland where he mn praCtxce. '

jsuch actmties as gardenmg or' tmkenng. whrch Crusoe 1s tmagmed to have enjoyuf on hts |
i l S

island "On voit ce qui’ fait le prestnge de Robmson cette sohtudé dont nous souf frms m&me" )

" et surtout au’ miheu de Ja foule anonyme ét oppressante il a su mervetlleusement lui, -

1 aménager ‘et I'élever au mveau d un art de vwre " (VP 221) What was before seen ina
purely negattve ltght oan now be portrayed as having a oertam appeal whi;e not altogetheri"
" losmgttsdismalaspect | o R | | e

73 \ The other aspect of, the Crusoe story whxch xs of pamcular mterest to Tournier is: that
fi'f of the encounter with Friday Fnday represents the man of the ’I'hn'd World and Cmsoe the )
man from the West the colomahst - and in Tourmer S opxmon nothmg has mfluenced‘ .
‘_"ﬂri'the destmy of modem Western man more than the oonsequences of oolomsauon and

-'-'fdecolomsaﬂon The reworkmg of thxs aSpect of Defoe s vision became neeessary "Car rl est '

- ’évident que la reneontre Robtnson Vendredi a pns depuis quelques (émnmes une sxgmftcation .

a



o 62
. “" ' ! ‘ : ‘ )
que le cher Damel Defoe était a cent mtlle heues de pouvorr sohpeonner (VP 227)

IR

-\Toumier s mterest in ethnography and the revelattons that thns new subject afforded weTe.

. such as to reqmre a re-exammauon of Robmson Crusoe’ s relauonsmp with Friday. For

, !
\ [\ c
J‘oumxer the conclusxons were mescapable ‘ A

. ‘. . h . f'""

I ' /H ! !
~ Reéligant. son- roman [celur de Defoe] je ne pouvars en. effet oublr% mes années,
d'ttude au musée de |'homme. L4, j'avais appris qu'il @y a pas d¢ "sauvages,
, mais seulement des hommes relevant d'une civilisation drf fi érente de la nOtre et que
t nous avrons grand mtér&t a'étudier. (VP 227)

I

'
'

Wllh such a background lt was clear that the novel would have to questron the myth of thc

: supencmty of WeStern ctvmzatron S o

'
W ! .t ‘ .\.
»',

An analysts of Toumier s novel shows that Robmson s hfe on the xsland can be

xS ' 1

| drscussed under two headmgs what relates to his period of solrtude and what relates tp his

hfe after 'the amva’l of Vendredr. The fi irst questron is: what will sohtude make of the lonely -

-

'castaway cut off f rom all intereourse with the outside world or, on the other hand what can

I

* hermake of hxs sohtude" Defoe s response is srrhple through hrs mgenutty and persevegance

\

the mdmdual can wrthout any ma]or problems survxve hts sohtude and achteve somethmg
¢ ' P \\ \ ‘
rmpressrve dtmng hrs perrdd of 1solatlon Marce.l Lobet s observations in thrs r_espect are worth

\ . i \ N /v, s \

) . K ' ~t‘,‘.. e . ' H

. ) CL Ve L Voo . "
I‘t‘\“

nonng

i Deux srecles et demr d allusxons al expénence de Robinson ont fini par créer dans :

" notre esprit le fiiythe de ' individu 4 l'état put. Pendant longtemps-on n'y a' vt que -
-..'aspect mc::rfl de "l'opération-survie” réussie par un naufragé ingénieux. Pas de .
place dans ce récit édifiant pour uné angoisse’ métaphys:que ou pou.r ‘les.déductions - ..
de la. psyc lyse. . L exégdse post freudienne s'est: emparée de 'ce beau tableau -
chmque le \rame d' un homme isolé a la fors libre et prrsonmer RALLE -

LW

) DevelOpments m the area of psychology and psychoanalysns have necessrtated the askmg of -

certam “basic: qu trons SR _‘ c SR ,:’;'_lf”.' '_;f' L

binkon est soaalement désengagé 'sa hberté esttelle totalc" S tl a’ réalrsé le

vaeu de tous les mrsanthropes adamites révant d'une. solitude édémque a-t-il bté
heureux? Et. quelle fut la vie sexuelle de cet Ulysse britannique privé de Penélope et
”sevré des 'dxversrons de Ctrcé de Calypso et de/Naumcaa’”” : i?"‘

Defoe has wntten an unpresswe sucoess story and aecordmgly. ‘Rousscau and Marx among

ulMarc:el Lobet Classlques de l'an 2000 (Pans Edrtions de la Francité 1970) 109.
"’Lobet 109



othets ldeallze Crusoe $ tsolatton as it allows the latter to ﬂlustrate in thetr optmon thel
X - o

. e

| oncepts of the noble savage and of uuhtanantsm Mrchel Toumier proweds 0 demonstrate

t(.

. that Robinson mstead of bemg the natural man llvmg in, harmony w;th nature, removed t

from the evrls of capttaltst exchange w1th tts attendant fettchtsm of goods lS m fact in sp@e b

of hts tsolatlon an embodtment of avutzedman and homo economlws Thts ig the, paradox

that of the Capttaltst ethos mra sttuatton where no exchange is possrble —_ that ts at the root,

|
s

of the collapse of Robtnson 's mtrttate system A clqser analysis of the dlf ferent |;hases of hts ‘

[

life on the tsland wtll make thts clear
\

l .

The earltest phase of Robmson s hfe on the 1sland is the only one that lS close to’

Rousseau 3 conceppon of the life of the natural man He hves as a gatherer of f rurt ‘and as : a. "

htmter I-le does not even build a house} 1s essentral passmty 1s msptred by hts anucrpanon

(I

of xmmtnent rescue and hts atutude is ommated by a ref usal of the 1sland all lus attentton is

‘tumed towards the sea.,he is &

‘an of the Old World and tmpattently awatts saIVauon The

f 1rst commentary on Crusoe sm ical mdependance of spmt is, his hallucmatton, lns sudden -

s . L ’,/
ot . [ '(, Y, i

)
i / Sl v

sion of the tsland as some kmd of monster o % IR S '/; ‘

A

Enfm il lut parut- tout a coup que l !le ses rochers ses forets n'étaknt que la J .
paupitre et le sourcil d'un ceil immense, bleu et humide scrutant les profondeurs

. du ciel. Cette dermere image 1'obséda au’ point: qu'rl ‘dut- renoncer 3 son attente y

contemplative. I' se¢ secoua et. décida. d'entreprendie quelque . chose Pour la .
premitre fois, la peur de perdre 1" espnt lavan effleuré de son. atle Elle ne devait

,plus»le quitter (VL 23) , e ,-»a“‘_,\__.».g

b ot 2 4 o e N R
s Rt

.The’ boys in Coral Island would be indtfferent to such v1sions n" mdwd they were capable of

. havmg them Tourmer % Robmson far from bemg unmune to the effects of tSOIatmn cannot

remam mdifferent to this’ early srgn and so decrdes to bmld al boat wrth whrch to escape

Agam the psychologieal effects of solitude eonmbute to the absurd fatlure of thrs venture. : .'

1 i devenalt de plus en plus. diffxcile de songer a plusieurs choses x| la fors et
" mbme de passer d'un sujet de préoccupation & un.autre, Il §'avisa ainsx qu "autrui
. ‘est. pour, Jious un puissant facteur de distraction, non seulement parce -qu'il. nous
dérange sans.cesse et nous arrache a notre. actuelle; mais .aussf, ;parce: que la”
:_-.,seule ‘possibilité: de sa survénue.jette une Hieur_sur un uhivers' d' 'objets situés en
- marge de notrg attention, mais capable a tout instant d'en.devenir le centre. . LI

ST [Robihaon] était d&sormais entoure d objets soumts A I loi SOmmaire du- tout ou .

)

¥

"
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fien, et c'étalt ainsi. qu absorbé par la constructton de l Evasron tl avalt perdu de
vueleproblémedesamrseéflot (VL36) L e T

Can Robtnson. survrve alone can he suocwd wrthout the help of “autrut"" Like
Defoe s Crusoe, he embarks upon the construcuon of the boat wrthout any consrderatron of

» -

the feastbtlrty of 1ts 1aunch1ng lt is only When he completes hts work that the whole project

slaps hrm m the face The resultmg desperatron leads htm the ,mucl-hole. an episode i

predtctably absent from Defoe $ novel PR 1' o
Ia foule de ses- fre'res qur l avatent entrgtenu’ dans l'humatn sans qu il s'en rendlt
. compte, s'étail brusquement. Ecartée de lui, et il €prouvait qu'il n'avait pas la force
. de tenir seul sur ses jambes. Il mangear‘t le nez' au sol, des choses iniommables. Il
- faisait sous lui et maanart 1arement de se rouler dans la.molle tiédeur de %es
: propres- dé]ecuorls Il s¢ déplacait de moins ‘en’ moins, et ses ‘bréves évoltrtrons le
!’ Tamenaient toulours a la souille. (VL 38) ) ;o S

—
[

Thts prcture is hardly consonant wtth Rousseau s conceptron of the state of nature and hrst

1

/ ' | P

Jdealrzauon of. Crusoe s penod of rsolatton. Anthony Purdy 'observes that tt rs thts eptsode of

the mud hole, whrch has no equrvalent in Defoe that constttutes Toumrer s frrst tromc
commentary on the supposed herorc autonomy of the mdmdual SO central to the Crgsoe

. ¢

myth "33 lt ts however clear that this aspect of the nryth has already received suhtle rromc ,

attentron through the terrrble hallucmauons Robmson has had through hrs unsuccessf ul -

'pamstakmg reconstructron L;hemvﬂrzauon he has left belnnd.,.‘:

attempt to escape What Crusoe resolves to do after another hallucmauon mvolvmg hts

long dead stster Lucy, marks the end of ‘the penod when his acttvrues are entrrely onented '

."""’ Thrs reoonstructibn

serves a maJor funcnon Above all it rs a war on the envlronment an attempt ‘fo. subjugate

y - ST o R -

. ' - R e . PR . . ¥ )
-"’Purd 2%5. ' j S e A I
."‘Purdyx_%%_ ch f? Sl e



. the island (0] humantze it, to recr@kt in the image of crvrhzed soctety, and thereby make it

/

mtelltgtble and manageabl:gy the other hand the admrmstrauon of the island is supposed to

" stand in place of the "au whom Robmson comes‘to reoogmze as berng rndxspensable to s

hts remalmng human Thts already reveals’ the nature of his work whrch far from berng, ,. 3

\

atmed at the sattsfactton of his material nwds as Marx and to some extent Rousseau would‘

\

| have us beheve rs heavy with social and symboltc srgmfrcance When ll comes to salvagrng

o goods from the wreck for- example Crusoe s chorce of ttems no longer carries the heavy ‘_ ‘
. ' o
ambrgurty of the utthtanan criteria professed by hrs anoestor The salvagmg of goods whrch

Y

are quite useless to- Defoe s hero has occasnoned ‘much polemrc arnong cntrcs Tourmer o
removes thrs polnt ol‘ contentron by establishing that Crusoe s chorce of goods 1s not i
. deterrmned by narrow utilitarian consrderatronS' "Il ne rejetart rien qur fﬂt transportable car

les objets les molns uttlrsables gardatent A ses yeux la valeur de rellques de la communauté

humatne (VL 43) Hrs intention is clearly to restore the symbohc cornmumty of the soctety

5

he has left behind.
“ ; Crusoe 8 decrsron to keep a dtary is also srgmfrmnt Margaret Sankey. who sees
DefOe s novel as being generally about man 's strugglea to subdue nature physrcally and

«ntorally gives an tnterésting analysrs of the symbohc ‘value of wntmg "Wnttng represents

)

crvrhzation arfd culture as opposed to the formlessness of the shlpWreck on “the “isie - of
l N T

Despatr mus Stlll refemng to Defoe s Crusoe Margaret Sankey proceeds to Say that
-Robmson 's reorderrng of his hfe on the 1sland through wntmg parallels lns civﬂmng of Fnday

and the 1sland ltself Thxs rs why, m her opmton Tourmer‘s Crusoe cannot consrstently write .

2 . o 2
S Lo . A L .

l .
e T P >

¥ hrs own story

Crusde in ’Vendre:{l ot les llmbes du Paelﬁque canfiot write his own story as he has’
- in Robinson_Crusoe becausé:the culminating point. of that story is his’ progression =
~ /beyond the use -of - words' irito an eternal present. Tournier's usé of the third person

enables*him torepresentthisfactmaway mpossiblemthe ftrst person.‘.’f, : A
"’Sankey 87 e :



e

N

However Toumrer s Robmson does mmally resolve to record some aspects of hns life on the "

rsland and tl'us is part of his’ programme to reconstruct his. socral humamty

, II se hita alors de- tailler convenablement une plume de vautour, et rl pensa pleurer,. :
de joie en tragant ses premiers’ mots sur une - feuille de paprer Il lui semblait. =
', soudain s'etre & demi arraché A 1'abime de bestialité od il avaii 'sombré et faire sa -
- . rentrée dans le monde de 1’ espnt en accomplissant cet acte sacré: écrire. D@s lors it
" ouvrit presque chaque jour son log-book pour consigner,\non des événements petits
et grands de sa:vie matérielle — il n'en avait cure ., mais_ses méditations,
. 1'évolution de sa vie intérieure ou encore les souvemrs uf lui revenarent de son
" passé et les réflexxons qu'rls lui mspxrarent (VL : ‘

.Wntmg hke many of Robmson s other ac vrtres h a-social function. o

Althouéh a house,‘on purely uuhtanan grounds is apparently 1ndlspensable to the

: ;,'boys m ' Coral Island culture has naturallzed therr need for one Tourmer s Robinson is

——

perfectly aware of the practrcal uselessness of a house in his crrcumstances but he: cons@ucts
SN . e ‘
. ope and explams his reasons for domg so‘ reasons by now obvious to us: P v

ot
e

Il étart sensible & l'mutrlrté pratique de cette v1lla 4 la fonction caprtale mais .
surtout morale, qu'il lui attribuait. II, déeida bientdt de n'y accompllr aucune tiche
utrlrtarre — pas méme sa cuisine —, de la décofer avec une patience minutieuse, de, .
n'y dormir que le samedi soir, contmuant les autres jours & user d'une sorte de
.+ grabat de plumes et de poils dont il avart bourré un enfoncement de la paroi
e rocheusede la grotie, (VL 56) [ Lo ‘

—_—

Thrs house wluch becomes Robmson § -seat of govemment prepares us f or! the penod of o

"l'ile admrmstrée chhel Tourmer fmds a lustoncal counterpart for this penod

Nous sommes a l'époque ol ‘les: puntams anglals envahnssent et. colomsent lq Bxble :
..4'la main, les terres. vierges du’ Nouyeau-:Monde. Iis* devaient s'inspifer.d'une
morale ‘de 1'accumulation 2 outrance,’ ‘codifie dans les almandchs de Benjamin.
. ,oFra;rkhn qur partant du Calvlmsme aboutn a la socrété lrbérale et eapxtahste (VP' N
233 A R , T

' IT'hlS may be' the‘ rrrajor sigpificance of the shxft uLthe nme of the slupwreck 'Defoe s talnng

for Weber,

X a duty of the iadividual’ toward the’increase of hrs eapltal wlnch '1s‘-, assumed as; an.
end in itself." |n other words, the "capitalist spirit” is essentially\an &thos, a' mot:

3 ,,'*mperauve W, ch Weber takes pains -to". dxstmgulsh ‘from- questions’ of actual
' -economic practi This fact would seem 10 have, been overlooked. by critrcs who,
 like Drana Spearmani;~argue against ‘the view: ‘of - Crusoe ‘as .a representa
.. economic man on- the grounds- that his" solitude’ precludes him from: engaging:
: market actmty ) It 1s clear that such an ethic with its aseetic refusal of xmmedlate;l




'grauf jcation and spontaneous enjoyment of life, takes the prmctp]e of uuhty to its o
absurd, irrational and unnatural conclusions: instead of being subordmated 1o man
~as the means for the satisfaction of. ms material' needs, economtc vaulsmon
) becomes tﬁé ttlt:mate purpose of life.2*? ‘

t

‘Tourmer’s Robmson is certamly 1mbued thh this capttahst spmt In spxte ‘of his 1solauon,‘his ‘.
productton is still determmed by socxa.l and nﬁket constderattons Th:s 1s best seen . in the .

frustrauon caused by hts tnablllty o sell hls products whtch far from bemg meant for

s

consumptlon —a crime accordmg to Frankhn s canon —are meant for the market

J obéira1 désormals A la regle suxvante' toute producttpn est - créatlon et donc
bonne. Toute consommation est destruction, -et donc mauvaise. En vérité ma' =
sntuatton ici est assez semblable a celle de mes compatriotes qui débarquent chaque .~
“jour, ‘par navires entiers sur les. cbtes du Nouveau Monde. Eux aussi doivent se pher o
.. 2 une morale de I'accumulation: Pour, eux aussi perdre son temps est un crime,
thésauriser du ‘temps est la vettu cardmale\\Thésaunser' Voici qu'd nouveau la
. misére de- ma solitude m'est rappelée' Pour moi semer est bien, récoltér €st bien.
" Mais le mal. commence lorsque; je 'mouds le gram ‘et cuis la-pite, car alors je
travaille pour moi seul. Le colon américain peut sans. rémords’ poursuivre jusqu'a '
© _son terme le processus’ de la _panification, dar il vendra son’ pain, et l'argent qu'tl;
g ,entassera dans son coffre sera du temps et du travail thésaurisés. Quant 4 moi,
~ . hélas; 'ma misérable sohtude me prive. des: blenfatts de 1'argent dont je ne manque

‘ pourtant pas' (VL 61) o v o o,

L SRR . . ~r”.

’These reﬂecttons reveal the paradoxxeal nature of Robmson s work whxch mstegi of bemg

geared o the sausfacuog -of . fus matenal nwds 1s actually msplred by the etlnc of

aecumulatlon while hlS 1solatton depnves hxm of the possxbtlxty of markenng hxs products " :

1

| I‘ 15 moreover worth noung that for Tourmer 5 hero unhke Defoe s. money 1s riot
seen sxmply as a means of procunng the matenal thtngs destred or needed As Purdy is qmckx

e

\ to pomt out 'I‘oum!er 5. Robmson "has 2 rather dtfferent attttude to money. Renouncmg any
pretenoe of utihtanan values Or any doctnne of 'human needs hlS defenoe of money is- a
dxstxllatxon of the eapttahst spmt claumng as tt does that venahty, m the form of the pursutt

of personal profit lS the Very souree of socxal cohesmn" "‘

La vénahté est une vertu cardmale L'homnm vénal saxt faxre “taire ses mstmcts

', meurtfiers - et -associaux — sentiment de l‘honneur. amour- propre patriotisme,

" ambition. politique fanattsme ‘religieux, racisme — pour ne laisser’ parler -que. sa
.- propension’ ' la.-coopération, son -gofit: des échanges fructueux; 'son sens de la
sohdarité humaine. Il faut prendre a la lettre l expresslon l'age d'or. et je vois: bxen

| ”’Pm'd 225'
: "'Purdy 230

W
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que ’humanité 'y parvrendran vrte si elle

'était  menée que pa'r‘ "des hommes
vénaux (VL 62) . o ‘ ‘ ‘

[

| ’On the other hand Tourmer s expllcrt mtroductron of the mprtahst ethrc espectally a la

Frankhn —_ mergmg, as it does caprtaltsm and calvrmsm evangehsm and explortatron —is an,

: ironic commentary on the evangeheal myth as it is embodled m’Defoe s Robznson Crusoe.

‘ Gérard Genette talres up thrs parodlc drmensron o ‘
le Robinson de Defoe se contentart de mener, sous le regard respectueux de ses
compagnons animaux, la- vie décente et laboneuse d’'un honntte chrétien; celui de
Tournier .s'abime dans un' simulacre :névrotique d'administration, rédigeant ine
- charte et un code pénal de Speranza, édifiant un Palais e justice, un Templeé, un . .
* - Conservatoire des Poids'et’ Mesures;, et revétant un habit de cérémonie pour ‘
recenger les tortues de mer ou- maugurer des ponts et "des routes; l'idéologie
protestante de Defoe s'exprimait sur le mode sublime et justificatif de la, lecture
* biblique; celle du Robinson de Tournier s'énonce et se dénonce sous les espéces du
catéchisme productiviste de Franklin, dont il inscrit en. énormes caractéres les
maximes mojpalisantes: et ' terfe-a- -terre sur les rochers de Speranza, au- risque
d'attirer 1'atfention de quelques sauvages. Cette. énonciation dégradante vaut
"‘--‘évrdemqrent pour ‘une crmque du modele. qui ne percevait ni la détermination
lustonque (accumulation caprtalrste dégursée en morale puntame) ni la vanité de
. 'ses motrvauons 1y 5

One of the major differences between Defoe s Robtnson and Toumrer s is that the ‘

* ’ 3

' former does succeed in subjugatmg lns envrronment and- peophng hrs solrtude whereas the
"latter ulnmately farls to do s0 to hlS own satrsfactron and has to take a completely drfferent‘ ‘,
: dtrecuon ‘which. leads to the birth of a new man, capable‘ of partxcrpaung m the cosmrc‘
.harmony of nature Imtrally. Robmson hke hrs archetype sees his. sumval m terms of -
'subjugatmg the 1sland and 1mpos1ng a moral order on Speranza contre son ordre naturel qui
. o est que I! autre nom du desordre absolu (VL 50) "L tle admmxstrée" is the answer to the‘v
v‘ : con'osrve effects of lns solitude "Contre les effets drssolvants de labsence vfl antrur i
construue orgamser légrférer étarent des remedes souverams (VL 79) What is stnkmg‘-‘”f
Ihowever 1s that tlns resolve is paradoxxcally paralleled by Robrnson s axm to adapt to his

'_.envrronment Hrs cultrvatron of wheat is symbohc m thrs regard "Il lui semblait aussr que ce ‘

| pain que lm donnerart la terre de Speranza serait’ la preuve qu elle l avaxt adopté (VL 46)

..
[

* ™Glrard Genetts,  Palimpsestes. (Paris: Seuil, .1982), 423-24..
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. Neverthe]ess Robmson pumues htsﬂtask of ctvrlu.ing the island and of 1mposmg a moral order

on lt But the ptece maltresse of this world rs autrur — human compmry As Robmson '

i

: ‘constructs ptece by ptece his substttute for "autrui, " sohtu_de paradoxically creates ftssures in

L e
l’l\
R

: hts human edil‘ tce

\\ g Car si'd la surfaee de l lle je poursurs mon ceuvre de crvrhsatton . coptée sur la . ‘
;société humaine . . . je me sens le théitre d'une révolution plus 1adicale qui ~
substitue aux rmnes que la solitude crée en moi des solutions originales ... . qui
©ressemblent de moms en moins &) modéle humam dont elles 6tarent parttes (VL'

116 m. - i o

‘;Such ongmal solutwns can’ be seen in Robtnson s serualxty‘ Of course Defoe s hero never

i nced any sexual longmgs but Tourmer s does and has to face .the problem in the

‘lgbsence of a compamon Thrs leads htm to sexual practroes far removed from therr human
imOdel ’ ' . ‘ ) v"-:‘ ! :' e L.:A:. 'v ' \ .I/‘ oy :" ' b‘ ! ' - :" ', ’ "
Lﬁ . ' A v . v N '

Henoe a rift slowly establishes 1tself between the hu,mamzauon of ‘ the’ tslanehnnl the o

e y }\

""dehumamzatlon of its governor "I vrendra fatalernem un temps ot) un Rbbtnson de plus en ‘

plus déshumamsé ne pourra plus etre le gouverneur larchttect‘é d' une erté de plus en Flus

. humamsée" (VL 177). But in sptte of these waves of awareness of the temble parad({xes of ‘

his enterpnse he does not grve up In order to resrst the temptauon of the mud hole he\has:

T

’ to mamtam htmself m a state of transoendence vis--vis the natural wbrlcl "'Il y a en moi un

,cosmos en gestatmn mats un cosmos en gestauon cela S. appelle un chaos Contre ce chaos v

(“ ' ' & .

y

Lo

1 'Ile admtmstrée . mon seul refuge ma seule sauvegarde (VL 117) Robmson even -

: proweds to undertake the "domesttcatton défrnmve de la soutlle " but thxs apparent

l‘acluevement leavos hlm thh a feehng of emptmees and desparr 'I'he absurdtty of all hrs work L

}tortures hnn mercilessly

-y

Inutiles ses cultures absurdec ses élevages ses dépots une msulte an bon sens, ses
- ’silos une dérision, et' oette .forteressé, ‘cette: Charte, ce: Code pénal .Pour ‘nourrir

qui" Pour protéger qui? Chacun " de- ses gestes, chacun de Ses travaux c'étart un L

appel laneé vers quelqu un et demeurart sans réponse (VL 124) o

. The flrst phase of the novel thus ends with an apparent readmess for a change of
"direction and for a compamon to help m effectmg thrs shtft 'l‘ourmer 5 Rolnnson faily in hts



only makes htrg\r Ja more human ch
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R
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endeavour 100} mﬁmtarn a state of transcendence vrs a “vis the' natural world but that fatlure

farl to engage the sympathres of modem man Defoe s CruSOe sueceeds and he is greatly s

' story of “ﬂﬁ*’ s%’uggle of an ordrnary man

v

l \ K

%

\
Y T !

, W
.

zt“racter ‘with whom the reader can - readrly-\ tdenttl‘y The

w1th ‘the horrors of tsolatron and altenatron cannot

,'admrred and for that reason the reader 5 responses to him are very warm He becomes a’

‘70

source of msprrauon reprmnm human aspirations lowards mvmctbrhty On the other hand

1
"1 ' /

- W
\

‘f in hts 1mag1natron in his abmty to envrsage other possrbtlmes that may come thh a readmeSs

. 1

Goldmg s novel mustrates that the chrldren cannot do wrthout papa

\
|

‘.‘ \ v -

" in Def oe's navel, we see Tourm'er, going beyond the limitations which confine Defoe’s hero.

v

tnbute also to Tourmer s mventrveness .‘

, C est..l amvée dé’ Vendredi - qui fart pencher I'edifice: aprés une pénode
o maltre esclave trés strictement vécue, Robmson se latsse séduire -par_ 1'animalité et
la’ paresse quasi cosmique de spn servitéur. Au lreu de s'opposer 4 1'fle, 4-1a nature,

aux éléments et de lutter agressrvement avec eux, .l glisse dans un abandon qui
ne ressemble pas au premier, qui n'est’ pas renoncement mais adoratlon accord
panthéiste et finalement, sagesse.

Y

- TiChapsal '4:1;«32: :

‘1o expenment to tny other modes of exrstence apart from those canomzed by crvtlrzatron ln

A

.La plus grande séduction du livre, c'est bien-.

" évidemment de nous mvrter ace Jeu quasiment uresrstxble le jeu consistant, ‘péur

. - 1'enfant & tenter de se passer de papa et maman et de voir ce qui arriverait. § .

* . Pour les adultes de se passer de la civilisation et de la société, et Michel Tournier
. trouve 3 la questton toute une séne de réponses plus ou moins traglques ou .
"‘mgémeuses 1o ,.’ R . L S ‘«,ﬂl :

. -wrthout papa -and mama precrsely because they have a suffrcrent baggage ol' ctvrllzation

Madeletne Chapsal provrdes a good summary of the spmt of the second phase a

’ :‘ cmhzatron combmed although the presenee ‘of the latter does not guarantee surviv "'in the

‘ ._large soclal context The umqueness of Tourmer s creatxon 1s clear The rmportanoe of

. he takes a retrospectrve aporoach to the- problem of solrtude because Def oe. hlmself is- hmlted o

this respect,_ one can say ‘tl_rat l‘ourmer's novel is more’ mvenuve than Defoe’ s.',ln the second .

ro

. phase of the novel which, in many respects and for obvious reasons, has no direct equivalent

- Defoe S, Crusoe does ot dream of domg w;thout crvrltzauon. the boys in Coral Isiand do

“mama ‘and»*'

¢
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Vendredl in Robmson S ultlmate enlxghtenment added to the eponymous status of Vendredt in o
Toumler s novel may eyen suggeSt that the latter 1s turning the tables and wntmg an apology :

' .
. A ' K .

ol‘ Fnday 50 badly treated or lgnored by Defoe Rousseau and Marx Toumler claxms in'an g

Tt

' mterview that hlS is.a roman rousseamste na However such a ,comment 1s Just part of the

charactensuc lronygof Tounﬁer and should not be taken too” senously 1f onlgrbecause of the
. other comments he makes on the subjecl m other texts and espemally m Le Vent Paraclet

"Gérard Genette temarks that l; the tltle suggests ,an apology of the noble szwage such anl
S

‘ apology ts Stlll fi 1ltered through the lenses of Crusoe the focal oentre of the namavepemt of

.v1ewt co 1;9 T :'. ~-,' v ,‘ AR P
‘ le tme dit blen (tres . blen) ce qu ‘il veut dire, Ma1s d'une mamére a mes yeux
trés s1gmf1catwe 'daps ce livre intitulé Vendredi, la narration reste pour -
~ I'essentiel . -, . focalisée sur Robinson. Cette apologle du bon sduvage ést bien faite, .
. comme toujours par_le:civilisé; ‘et 1'auteur méme ne. s'y identifie nuliement 4 - ',
* Vendredi, mais bien a Robinson: un Robmson fasciné et finalement converti par
Vendredi, mais qui demeure le ‘foyer — je dirais volontiers le maftre du récit, et
o d'un récit qui raconte son histoire, et non. celle de Vendredi. Quelqu'un, ici, . dit "
"Vendredi-avait raison," mais ce “quelqu'un; malgré une dévocalisation de surface, o
c'est toujours Robmson Le véritable Vendredl ol Robinson serait vu, décrit et-
jugé par Vendredi, reste 3 écrire. Mais ce, Vendredl 1a aucun Robtnson — ft'lt il le
mxeux dxsposé — ne peut 1 écnre 12 t
’I'hus in. sptte of the change 1n tltle and a certam promotnon of Vendredl 'I‘ournler s novel

' v
[

sull remains the story of Robmson Crusoe T . o | 0 if,

; The amval of Vendredx does not radtce change the du'ectxon of the novel l
Robmson s uutlal attxtude to Vendred1 xs not very dtfferent from what. can be seeh i Defoe 'S
novel If anythmg, Robmson 1s -as Tourmer pomts out terrjbly dlsappomted by tlns answer'
to hxs prayer for human compamonshxp "le drame de la sohtude s exhalant dans un appel a‘
un compagnon:I pms se trouvant soudam étouffé suffoqué par la snrvenue d nn compagnonnv ;
en effet mats mattendu surprenant une dwepuon affreuse —_ un négre"‘ (VP 232) =
Vendredl is thus ealled upon to play very ambxguous roles As a human' bemg. h1s presence 1s

supposed to justtfy Robmson s system wmch as we have seen ts 1mbued w1th socxal meanmg

v,.

""'Quand Vendredx 6duque Robmson 10 . .
“Genette 4. o T o I

LT
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Hxs amva{ on the soe,ne wnll then water down one of the paradoxes of "1 Ile admtmstxee

ra,
\ , \ LI

Vendrodt will now be' the sub)ect and’ consumer in Crusoe s kmgdom At the same umc he js

LI . '\ )

supposed to replact: the s&mbohc repuha of autrm" wmch ’l ile admnmstrée has become
And f mally he is to be thc spmtual meotor the guxdc and accoucheur é l'homme rtouveau
,‘~— _the! ;esult of the cosmos whxoh hasx‘beon brewmg in Rohmson and whxctt ntust now
| become tns new bein$ < _‘ / ) e L :‘ '

“ ~
4

Nox Surpnsmgly Robmson 5 fxrst instinct is to strcss the Jmost basxc of these roles~ T

.—\ “I,‘ K .
' . _|ll - 4

crut - meme que Ja presence du nauveau venu allaxt apporter ison orgamsauon une’

jusnf tcauoir« un potds un 'équxhbre\ qui mettratent fm def miinvemcm aux pérxls qut l avaxcm

-

‘ ,menacé-"_ (\LL 153) ln tms rcspect Vcndredl s+ seen only as anotﬁer elemem to be

: mcorporated mto Robmson s' system The mittal sxgmf lcance of. the name Robmson gtves to

1. .
! . |

the newcamer translates the metonynuc and fomntous 1magc he has of Vendredl The name'
’ o I ' ." , h
Vendredt 1s perfectly su:ted :o tms quasn human companion Ce n est ni un nom de

personne m un nom commun © est é mi+ chemm entxe les deux celm d une entité a ‘demi

. ‘n ' )
s . . \

: vaante i demn abstrante fortemem marquéc par son caractére temporel fortuit et comme

o \ . y

épxsodtque - (VL 147 48) One mn to somc extent say that Tourmer s Robmson is- sull

' mbued thh some. of the ractst ethos of hts exghteenth century counterpart But hts raasm is -

4.,<- v l . ,M~

» far less canomzed by t.he vaIues oT the ctvmzauon ftorn whtch he is, extled It is mforfned by

[ P

pragmatxc constderanons In Anthony Purdy s vxew we mnnot even talk about slavery in- uns

' . f

L . R e - . . ‘, ‘ “ ) N “', . . . T
context b "-,:.”-,; -‘u,.,ﬁ e S S T e
i

PR
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for Vendredt s far more useful o Robmson as' a. wage earner and it is as
such that Sp;:ranza s, Governor tries to integrate him- into the island's economy, ..
thmkmg to find a.use for the’ money saved fromi the’ wreck whtle at the same time, = -
!.‘solvmg the problem of ‘a- cap:tahst system ‘with, nio .market to Justtfy HERA) paie .
':'.Vend:etli. Un, derni-sonverain:d'or par mois. Au début il avait. pris soin-de 'placer’ -
- la totahté de ces sommes 3 un’ mtéret de 5,5%. Puis, consxdérant que Vendredi aVaxt. s
..~ atteint - mentalement l'age de raason ll lui - lmssa la “hbre dxsposmom dc ses
'_f-.arrérages it ,;,, ,g VT e :

~ Yy . N

It xs also stgmftcant that thJs twehtxeth century Robtnsoa no 1on@?g:mbodxes the evangclml




rnyth. He is a capitalist and, although he initially believes, that Ventdredi is the ‘p‘rod'u'cb;of :i
“ ‘\ . 4 ,\ ]

rudimentary, primitiVe and barbaric culture, he makes little attemp{ To catectfite and divilize

,him There is no real effort on the part of Robinson to culturally as imilate Ve‘ndredi& it is

/ \ .
tially as an economrc componem that he seekil)x}megrate Vendredi into s system/ This

/

i

is radlcally dlfrerent from the attrlude of Defoe's Crusoe and Ballantyne's boys /who see it as
a sacred mission for "Western man to spread the light of Civilization among the strange and

' supposedly barbanc peoples th come across. Bkuch a puritan preoccupauon has been spen (

.

to be pan of a smokescreen for the more ‘real capitalist motivations of the European
o

eyat‘lgelrsm of that perrod Thus it is that Tournier can doubt that Rousseau ever really read

Defoe's novel — for if he-had, how could he have used it to rdeahz.e the noble savage" "Vorlé

i . A

un homme (Robinson) qui aborde dans‘u‘?e fle déserte. la souille et la dénaturg, qui rencontre
des (bons) sauvages et les massacre, qui en sauve un et n'a rien de plus pressé que de le

| g ‘ ' LI
pervertir, de lui‘t;»‘pprendre . . . la civilisation. C'est croire que Jean-Jacques n‘a . ‘pas lui':i._

Defoe . . ."'** Tournier's Robinson is less hypocritical in this respect. He does not see hrmself
. -
. N at -,
_‘as an evangelxst nor does he act. as one. It is as a man strugghng with the terrible paradoxes

v

of hts umque srtuatiqn that He defrnes his relatronslup with Vendredn
On the other hand &nnson reahzes eaﬂy enough that "Vendredr “sous sa docilrté
! empressee avait une personnahté et que tout ce qui en émanart le choquan profondément et, -

portait atteinte’d 1 intégnté de 1'fle admtmstrée" c(“ 109). Not only is Vendredr refgectory to

b

uRobinson S system he also poses an unspoken threat to it. He'is the auu'ux who provxdes

', ,'é’, TN
ﬁnother pofnt of view regardmg Robmson s umverse Robinson has expressed his destre for

L)

| sueh another peroepuon of the world and himself without which, as we have seen, not only
~ will he be uneertam as to the reahty of the world he is not unmedmtely ,pereemng. but he will
also not be oertain abol anything at alt since everythmg depends on his own peroeptpns and

judgements. which ha ved s0 far. to fay the least, unrelmble pos!ng a threat to his - N\

»

| ""and Vendredi 6/; Robinson 10 T § }';"

i
'



‘saniity Marcel Lobet explains this role of "autrui"‘ _

'[Robmson] découvre bnen avant 1 amvée de Vendredi le rOle d' aurrm dans la vie
normale. Seul 1'Autre donne I'6chelle & notre représentation de la vie: il multiplic
les points de vue, Or dans la sohtude absolue, cette perspective essentielle est

‘ abohe s S
’ i N .

q .

| The arrlval of Vendredi provides thls long awaited olher point of view. Ironically,

) presence of Vendred1 instead of rcmedymg the psychologlcal effects of the lack of anothcr
parm of vncw heightens Robmson s awareness of hxs madness: ", ., sa 6réscnce suffit déja a
ebranler I'organisation de 1 Tle .car v1snblemenl il ne comprend nen a tout cela et Robmson se
voit rians ses yeux et ne pout plus désormais ne pas juger sa propre folie. Vendredi stme le

doute dans un systéme qul ne tenait que par la force' d'une coniviction aveugle (VP 234)
by
Robinson, f or example, invents a furniture polish, although he has no f umllure on the'island.
- R ' N
This undertaking is similar to his. boat-building. When the polish is ready, then he realizes

that his product is‘completely useless. He eventually finds & "good use" for it:

: . .

Finalement il a eu 1'idée de faire cirer par Vendredi les galets et les cailloux de la

voie principale, celle qui dévale de la grotte vers la Baie du Salut.dont Robinson

, empm‘nta-‘ilil e-tracé le jour méme de son arrivée dans 1'fle. La valeur historique de

cette voie Iui parut 4 la réflexion justifier ce travail énorme, que la moindre averse

réduisait 3 néant et dont il s'étau demandé au début s'il était bien raisonnable de
I'imposer & Vendredi. (VL 126)

Instead of mmgatmg the penls of madness Vendredns unspoken peﬂpecuve progressively

makes Robinson realize that he is in effect already a madman.
‘Vendredi does not Tepresent another civilization. In fact, Tourmer consrders him as
being "vierge de civilisation”; but he does present another possible mode of existence, wnich is

not based on transcendence or the logic of subordination. And in this respect he represents

'another system which quietly chanenges' Rodinson's.. Who will adapt fo whom? The -

" opposijion between the two is primarily translated in their different Aattitudes to work. .

Vendredi maintains a playful attitude to ‘his* environment, whiclif offers him’ ‘infinite“‘

\’poss}binﬁes for "useless” creations — activities based, not on any principle of -subordination
b Vs . .

\ . . _ : o ! ) -
“ILobet 111. Seealso, on .this point, Deleuze, passim.

P
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' or' econ'oxnic gain, hut on the' sheer, aesthetic &elight that can be gained from creation itself,

Vendredt in one memiorable episode ef f ects a transf ormauon of the natural environment very

‘)
much analogous o Robmson S, but accordmg to entlrely different pnnctples

Des masques de bois, une sarbacane ‘un hamac de lianes 01) reposait un mannequin
. de raphia, des coiffes de plumes, des peaux de reptile, des cadavres desséchés
~ d'oiseaux €ient les indices d'un univers secret dont Robinson n'avait pas la clef.
Mais sa surpnse fut 2 son tomble lorsqu'il déboucha au bord d'un marigot que
- bordaient de petits arbres assez semblables 4 des saules. En effet ces arbustes
+ avaient tous été visiblement déracinés et replantés @ I'envers, les branches enfouies
dans la terre et les racines dressées vers le ciel. Et ce qui achevait de donner un
aspect fantastique cette plantatton monstrueuse, g'est qu'ils paraissaient tous
s'8tre dccommodés de ce traitément barbare. Des pousses vertes et méme’ des
touffes de feuilles apparaissaient 3 la pointe des racines, ce qui supposait que les
branches enterrées avaient su se métamorphoser elles- mémes en racines, et que la
' sdve avait inversé le sens’ de sa “circulation. Robinson ne pouvant s'arracher a-
I'examen de ce phénomene. Que Vendredi ait eu cette fantaisie ‘et 1'ait exécutée €tait
déja assez .inquiétant. Mais les arbustes avaient accepté -ce traitement, Speranza
avatt aequtescé apparemment A cette extravagance. (VL 163) :

This vnston presents to Robinson an alternative relauonshlp to the environment that he has

been ignoring so far. The reader knows already that.in the confrontation of these two views

0
of life, ot‘ these two posstbxlmes of bemg Vendredn will emerge unpretentmusly victorious.

a

The structare of Toumler s novel is not btult on a logic of chanoe

reader knows

beforehand the result of this confrontauon beeause he knows story already, if only

I

through the "dtscours prolepuque which opens the novel "e ep;sode of the rats also °
prov:des an additlonal tndtcator "un animal qul se bat sur le territoire de son’ adversaue a
toujours le dessous. Ce jour -13, tous les rats noirs pénrent (VD 87) This apparently banal
cpisode preftgures the vxctory of Vendred1 s ethnc of harmo y wnth the envuqnment The
episode of the return of Robtnson s dog. Ten N also revegling. Imtially Robmson thinks
that "il étaxt en somme naturel que le: chien “mt retourn: état sauvage (VL 32). But when
. the dog returns after a year 's absenoe. Robmson much wiser now, reahz.es that ce fut mon
T air farouche et mon’ vxsage égaré qm rehutérent Ia pauvre bete. demeurée plus profondément,
ctvnllsée que moi" (VL 64) This statement raises a quection about the eonoept of civilization.

that was never raised by Defoe or Ballantyne. For the Jatter, Civthtxon is monohthtc.“:
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exclusrvely ‘Western and must be distmguished from all other forms of being (if | these could be
brought under the banner of crvrlrzatron) by bemg eapttaltzed Tenn adapts to his non- English
(and hence uncrvrhzed) envrronment but it is. Robmson who can achieve crvrltzatron only by
matntarmng a transcendental relatronshrp wrth his envrronment that is thc real savage ln
Goldmg s vrew " the savage is in ‘every man. To Mrchel Tournier, there are no true savages
only people havmg a drﬂ'erent mode of exrstence This is. a radical posmon Vis- A -vis' the
" eurocentrrsm that pcrvades Def oe's and Ballantyne's novels. |

Toumrer $ Robrnson becomes rnore and more aware of the narrow'*‘ntjindedness of 'his
archetypes. He continues worktng but does not believe in it any_rnore. He becomes a slave 10
" his ‘system, while _nwaiting the birth of "l'hornme ‘n0uvel.§u." ,mé ‘personality ‘beco‘mes
schizophrenic and, on the eve of the decisive moment, two voices'in him confront each other:
"Il y avait toujours duelqu'un en lui qui attendait un événement décisif, bouleversant, un
cornmencementl radicalement vnou'veau qui frapnerait de nullité toute'entreprise nassée ou
fyture. Puis le‘vreil homme, nrotestait.,s'accrochantla- son ceuvre” (VL 181-82). When the
event finally takes place, Robinsoﬁ?feels relieved "emporté, tandis qu'il voit le chaos rocheux'

qui surmonte la grotte culbuter. comme un jeu ‘de conStruction (VL 104) And we arg

told that "un nouveau'Robrnson se déﬁattart dans sa vieille peau et acceptait 4 1'avance de
?Q -
larsser crouler 1 ﬂe adrmmstrée pour § enfoncer a la suite d'un rmuateur mesponsable dans

une voie inconnue” (VL 189) The changes following thrs explosion, are radical Robmson
decides to shave: "du meme coup. il avait perdu son aspect solennel et patnarcal ll avait
‘ainsi ;aje_um d'une génération" ('VL_ 191). On a symbolic level. this _act forms part. of the

ixtitiation rites.

The initiator is Vendredt but the new: relattonship formed between Vendredr and

;o LR

Robmson ‘as Anthony Purdy nghtly observes is not a simple matter of role reversal

In fact,. the dmlectrc of master and slave is left behind, as are the metaphysics of -
. subordination_implicit in the Calvinist world-view. The "tle administrée™ had been -
Robmson § ‘1esponse to the temptatrons of the mud hole and the descent into -



."u.’y'

' animality, ‘the economic’ order had been a transoendenoe in time of that' state a,
transcendence founded on the prohibition "Thou  shalt not .enjoy" and the

, corresponding ‘ethic of production, utility and accumulation. The new world that =~ y

‘emerges after the explosion represents not a transcendence but a. tradsgression of -

"the ‘economic order:. the sanctification of the world by play instead of by work, the - a

" metamorphosis of homo economicus (fhe transcendent ‘form of homo' faber) mto :
homo ludens (the’ transgressive form/oi' homo Jaber) ¢ R ‘

‘ C ——

' ~'l‘he name of Vendredl which bef ore’ had only a densive defuuuon now becomes the centre of

Y échevcau de significattons (VL 228) Whrle Del‘oe s Crusoe can progress only withm the"“ a

standards and limitations of the soctety upon whtch he mbdels his achrevements Tournier 'S "

Robinson ultimately discovers more than he seeks to aclucve by ‘his "ile admmtstrée A
ol

Vendredi's eventual meamng transoends Romnson §: system [I]l est pour moi toute“, ‘

ﬁ
1 humamté rassemblée en un.seul tndmdu mon fils et mon pere mon frere et mon voisin,

mon procham mon lomtam (VL 224)

—_— o

The relanons ip between Robinson and hxs envrronment a]so undergoes radical

changes. pobinson in his truly inventive spree, has practised what he broadly calls "la

sexualité 8lémentaire.” He makes love to a tree and to mother earth, But now his sexuahty is -

, taken to 'an' even hrgher status: "II ne s agrssait pas de me faire régresser vers des amours

,humaines mais sans sorttr de. l'élémentatre de me faire changer d'élément (VL 229)..

Robinson is fmally promoted to the sexuality of the gods . la fécondation de I'Astre

oy

!

Majeure"w(VL 230) l-lence. it is no 1onger t\smple question of harmony with' nature and the |

elements. Robmson becomes himself an element achieves a status hrgher than that of hls

‘imtiator (who is eolren") he becomes a solar bemg — "un etre solaire." The pragmatrc_

N .
question about the sexv-life of the adult which is not raised by Defoe- is posed by Toumier

© But as for many of his quesuons. the answer is nOt found at home in England it is found

(.q._‘

fsomewhere in this trmeless hmbo that Speranza fmally beoomes

’I‘he most signifreant mo’dlfieation of the Crusoe story. then is Robmson s decision to :

o v N ame

sacril‘iee human ttme'with all its ﬁdssitudes for an “eternal cosmic present hrs renuncmtion of~ o

"‘Pu_rdyf 233. e , ‘ L o
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salvauon a la Defoe. That the enhghtened Robtnson Crusoe ts repellled by the eupidity,‘ ,
‘opportumsm and earthrness of the crew of the Whltebtrd is the most immedtate and probably
‘ the most prosatc explanauon of lus requal to be rescued" by 1[hls ship; He even 'feels like k‘
vomttrng when he thinks of the crew’s rapactty lt is above all a certam conception of life thatl‘

) revolts him — ltfe that is’ subjected to the conttngericres of lmear and relauve ttme Bef ore his
conversion his concepnon of ttmc is relatrve and uttlttartan Robmson then «can feel fulf tlled.

b

only by relatmg time to the amount of work he is able to accomphsh Tred as it is to man s‘
datly work and achtevements he can concerve ttme only in terms of past present and f uture

a patnful remmder not of etermty but of transience, agetng death The world of whtch the

i
-

crewmen ‘are part is held in bondage to. this volaule and relatrve notton of time whtch

FRTI
. ' . TN
. " f

Robinson denounCeS'

Il le dénoncatt par devers lui- meme dans r trrémédtable relativite des fins
qu 'il les voyait tous poursuivre fiévreusement. Car ce qu'ils- avaient tous en but
c'€tait telle acquisition, telle richesse, telle ‘satisfaction, mais pourquoi cette
acquisition, cette richesse, cette satrsfactton" Certes aucun d' entre eux ne saurait le -
dtre (VI. 243) .

W ' : hd . R ” . M "' R '.. R
Freed from this materialistic‘ utilitarian and relativistic conception of time' Robinson can now
o,

_ 'enjoy absolute time, an etemal present — a lrfe -style that calls for the spontaneous_‘ ‘

"enjoyment of every moment wrthout relatmg it to another or to a utihtanan actlvrty such as

3 work: "Chaque mattn étart pour lui un premter commencement le commencement absolu de

| .l l'historre‘du monde. Sous le soletl-dteu.-Speranza vtbrart dans un'present perpétuel._sans passég
| ’m avemr (VL 246) | ﬁ . .
Defoe 's novel and an aspect of the. Crusoe myth present ‘the shrpwreck as a dtsaster |
- But the twentreth century Crusoe comes to consrder the shtpwreck% as a. fortunate dtsaster :

prectsely because Speranza the geograplucal rsland tums out to be an. mland in. time a cocoonj

that preserves the castaway m an etemal and 'mmeral‘ youtht‘ulness. lt 1s fmallg. thia-'(,

“t"}-‘{

e youthfulness that Crusoe w,nnot afford to give up' "ll n'aﬂa_it pas 8 arracher 2 ,cet éternel

u ’.,'5 B

kinstant posé en 6quihbre a la pomte d un pmoxysme

“’perfection pour choi‘.r._dans un
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monde d’ usure de pousslere et de rutnes" (VL 246) Ttme lS thus a oentral ‘motif in

‘;M

. Toumter s novel and our study would be meomplete without some detarled reflecttons on thrs ‘

il f l .

. aspect of the novel- | "le temps. both chronologrcal and meteorologtcal In the last scenes of' ‘

o)

the novel we ‘are’ told that Crusoe comme un mourant avant de rendre lame ...

. .
v

, embrass%t d'une vrsnon panommrque toute sa v1e dans I’ ‘lle surtout cette vaste plage de temps

ou sa métamorphose solatre s‘etant accomplle dans‘ tm calme bonheur (VL 234)

a : . Defoe s Crusoe 1s eehsrstently mﬁfculous about recordmg the ttme he spends in

‘,-a\u

tsolatton This is because m sptse of all hlS achrevements on the island, Crusoe sull remains in .
-. every sense of the word a-man of the world and every mmute spem away from it must be ‘

. religtously recorded The boys m Coral Island are not 50 fasttdlous about ttme but ‘this is

Y

because they can afford to sacnftoe a few years as they are sull young Goldmg s boys are not -

consetous about the passrng of ume because such conscrousness is part of the element of

R l
‘ "leizatlon from which they slowly, ,but surely dnft away In Tournler s novel ttme is a

\central mottf In fact Robmson remarks that tout le probléme dans oette fle pourrait se '
,.trad‘uire en termes de temps (VL 60). Robmson s attempts to subjugate lus envrronment are '
_ paralleled by an attempt to subjugate time. Smce all his work 1s onented towards the future
"the mud hole —_— its anmhesrs - sxgmfres A, dissolutron of time and spaee "Le temps et- :
N.l espaee se dissolvarent (VL 41) Which is why he sees his 1solauon on the 1sland ‘also in .
. " te:ms of an lsolatlon in tlm'e ' "Robinson se trouvait coupé du ealendner des hommes, comme". '
| il étatt separé par les eaux et reduit a vxvre sur un tlot de temps dans l espace (VL 45) Hts
'resolve to subjugate time and spaee 1s thus uuderstandable as he estabhshes a wlendar aud a
map of the 1sland 1‘he°re is also a relattonshtp between Robmson 5. work and ttme He wxll‘ .

:uoeeed.in hls enterpnse only if he mprlsons ttme(Smee he has no possibrhty of subdtung‘ .

: ; e as-do lns compatnots m the New World (through the money earned by thelr work) :

Robtnson eannot eonsume his products j’Nothmg of cette premiere réqolte ne dolt § englouur L ;"

L lans le;pr&ent. Elle doit etre tout entlere ggmme un ressort tourné vers l‘avemr (VL 60) As



) he perSeveres m hts project of crvrhzrng the 1sla‘hd he can no longer be satrsfied with

A

measuring and momtonng ume metaphoncally. he 'nwds a machine to do SO lrterally —a

~water- clock As a result. "le temps ne gltssatt plus . . . dans un abime obscur mars .. se

;. tdevemr peu a peu, par la f orce d ime d un seul homme (VL 67)
N

W1th thrs drgrtal and concrete measurement of time whrch the water- clock permtts it’

is no longer necessary {oy Robmson to depnve hrmself of consuming some ol‘ 'hrs products‘

o

" But, ’as one' would expect, such use is symbolrc He decrdes to ‘make bread because

bread-makmg enables htm to parttcrpate in" "I élément a la fors matérrel et spmtuel de la .

'communauté humame perdue (VL 80) Here as in many other cases, Toumrer asks

o questtons that aré often rarsed about the superfluous and extravagant nature of Crusoe s

Xy

“work The stoppmg of the machme brings about a marvellous dtscovery for Robtnson "ll
: étatt donc posmble d' échapper a I 1mplacable drscrplme du temps et des cérémomes sans pour

autant retomber dans la soullle (VL 94) Robmson S hegemomc attrtude to his envrronment

"V"trouvart désormaxs régulansé maitrrse bref domestrqué lur aussi comme toute 1'fle allait e

. and to ttme corresponds to the spmt of his erghteenth eentury archetype but he dtstances ‘

hrmself from the latter by his ready responsrveness to tmmedrate expenence his abrltty to .

= questton estabhshed convictions and thus to learn and grow. With tlus specrfrc drscovery, we -
.are told, Robmson clrmbs un degré dans la métamorphose qur travarllatt le plus secret de
Tui- meme"(VL 94) He strll has a long way to go but th1s vision. of ttme creates a new vision
' _‘of the island: "Speranza n'étart plus un- domame A gérer mais une personne de }rature
_-mdrscutablement férmnme " : g (VL 101 02) Thrs phase is however transcended and once
: :“more Robmson dectdes to pursue hls work and naturally the water-elock goes back to work
"La clepsydre repnt son trc tac et l actrvrté dévorante de Robmson empht a nouveau le ciel et
la terre de Speranza (VL 115) 'I’he water clock stops agatn in the nmth chapter and for

'~ tvendfedl thrs Slsnifl% "la suppressron d un oertam ordre" (VL 162) and so he takes a leave

of absenoe m order to mdulge m hrs own version of wqu — a transl‘ormatfon of the island on B

'y

-

A
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- pnnqples entirely different from hts master s. When Vendredi fmally and unwrttmgly causes :'_
the exploston in the cave, Robtnson s vision of ttme ts radmlly transf ormed "Le temps $ est

ftgé au moment ol la clepsydre volatt en éclats Des lors n est ce pas dans l'étermté que nous
\
sommes installés Vendredi et mox""' (VL 219) Robinson has ' already expenenced '

"

"’ mtemporel % m a ctrcumscribed way. in- the cave It is. this same eternity held thhm the

depths of the cave that the exploston "a chassé au-dehors, et qui étend mamtenant sa

1 r“‘* L

bénédtctton sur tous’ [les] Triwages (\I,L 220) The final metamorphosrs of Robrnson takes

o "'on th\s vaste plage de temps

N ¢
ey Parallel to Robtnson s acceptance of the island is hlS acoessxon to "uge Jeunesse

’ s
sty

‘ mmerale dtvme solaire (VL' 24) The meteorological elements are not only accepted but
- expenenced in- inten'se mttmacy. Robmson ) conversnon is radrcal " he himself becomes a
| meteorologxcal element —a solar bemg Time as it is lived. by Defoe s Crusoe - ttme as a :
barometer by whtch man measures his vxctory over “his envnronment a productive

coneeption of time wrth all 1ts vrcrssrtudes is ref uted by Tourmer 's hero m hlS radical dectsnon |

. \

A0, stay on the 1sland rather than go back to society
] ‘lt ts thus the-second‘part of Tourmer s novel that is most radically ditferent from the"
" sptnt of Defoe s novel and the myth it has generated Mtchel Tournier dehberately magmfies :
the extravagant and superﬂuous nature of Robmson s work when tt is consrdered to‘ be' a
.. exclusively geared to the sausfactton of hlS matenal and physxcal nwds No longer w111 this
| twenueth century Crusoe attempt to camhuflage the economic and symbohc nature of his - .
worl: He is neither the noble savage that Rousse:u 1deahzes nor is he the utthtartan that Margt
ssEmolel
Robmson Crusoe as Baudnllard wouid put lt 1s a' structure 1déologique —_ the

product of .a'} oertam‘culture which oonunues to inform and determme every actxvrty he

undertakes dunng his penod of isolation. The mherent pmdoxes or lus work are glarmgly

obvious first to the reader and eventually to'v 'himself‘ It is thisvulumate awareness that puts



him on lhe path of chatlge and growth growth which: by definiuon is prospecnve —a

\

dxstancmg from_ his ongms a readmess to expenmem an&ccept forms of bemg other than
@

those oﬁoe held to be absolutv The cnhghtened Robmson is thus freed from the bonds and

\n { &; . ‘ - ‘
- constructs of Westem c1v1hzauon Wllham Ooldmg quesuons the myth of the superxomy of

’ Western cultu@as dm Mlchel Toumler,i‘mphcnly. if only by havmg a man f rom bhe Thltd :

World (a black) as the murator ‘and mentor of hls hero. Bul the fmal visions' of thc lwo '
‘ authors are dxfferem In our conclusnon we wul rec&he ideologlcal posmons of the two

authors and conclude this study by examxmng the similarities and dif ference. thelr reacuons
- ) S \ - (.'.‘
-to the Crusoe myth. : IRV



- CONCLUSION

‘The drstanoe between Robmson Crusoe and Coral Island is roughly the drstance '
" between Defoe s novel and the myth it generated in the mneteenth centuty. In other words | '
‘ Caral lsland is more or less a f 1cttonal rendenng of some of the 1deas and\rdeologres that were ‘
thought to ‘be embodled in Robmson Crusoe ’fo start wath in sprte of the popular xmage of
Crusoe as the natural man, Ipefoe s hero does not at all correspond to Rousseau s concept of .
the 'bon sauvage .and . the attendant 1deolog1es relatmg to the drgnlty of labour and
uuhtanamsm._ Ballantyne s boys, on‘ the other hand are prone to romanuc reverre that is
much closer to Rousseau and‘their life on the island rllustrates rf only unperfectly, a certam
uulltanan ethlc |
Moreover Robtnsbn Crusoe as we have seen is a prophecy and not ‘a fulftllment of
~ empire. For although Crusoe traw/els wrdely and even creates a colony on his 1sland he never. ”
'really sumeds as a colomahst of 4s an emptre bmlder But by the ume Caral Istand was' =~
'-pubhshed in the nmeteenth century. Bnush colomal expansron and trade were at therr peak.‘
‘ -and Robtnson Crusoe had been m'owned wrth the laurels ol‘ the archetypal emplre bmlder It{
.\‘ ls hardly surpnsmg. therefore that Ballantyne S. eollectrve Crusoe should wm some hrtherto
"; barbanc 1slands over to the Brltlsh Crown qumson Crusoe has also come to be harled as an .
evangehst But m Defoe hlS missronary work 1s hmrted to hlS converslon of Xury and Fnday |
In thrs regard as tn many others hts achtevements appear somewhat fratl when compared to

v:those of the nmeteenth-ceutury juvemle Cmsoes who spectacularly convert whole

: Cmnmumties m the Pacifrc 'That ‘;Ballantyne s boys sumed both as emptre butlders and as

evangelists"is) v;perfectly understandable smee Brmsh rmpenal expanslon m the mneteenth:‘f »

57-; eentury went hand m hand thh fervent rmsstonary actmty. Asrcrmes have pomted out ‘
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consider‘s the role played by the salvaged J‘goods Maximillian Novak alludes‘ to Bohm Bawe'rk

" who asked his readers to rmagrne Crusoe on hts island wrthout his tools But,. as Novak
observes Defoe could not have wrttten his: story on these lrhes\ Not even (kusoe hrmself

: consrders his achrevements m his period of 1solatlf)n as exceptronal — anyone in hts srtuation |

‘ could do the same thtdg After all necessrty is\the mother of mventron And yet Robmson
Crusoe has come to\be remembered as a Promejean frgure the castawav who tnumphantly

- survived his temble perrod of tsolatton — a testimony to the invincibillty of the.human spirit. _

ysle's novel lrke many others of the pen ' . canonizes this aspect of ‘the myth. Which

is why. hnlrke Defoe s hero, Ballantyne s boys lvage ‘hardly anything from the shipwreck

—

As ifi thrs were not enough in terms of the p blems the castaways have to face, thetr

1 :
plurahty their ages and their drsparate temperaments as well as the presence of fi 1erce and

¢

hosttle nexg%bours become just the tngredrents for the wnttng of a fabulous success story.

_As thrs study has shown the’ Crusoe myth relates to a number of tdeas and ideologies
\

that have been shaped by the European htstorrcal and cultural landscape all of them

predrcated etther ‘&1 the essenttal goodness of human nature or on the vrtalrty and supenority

"y #
-i

of Westem culture Both Goldtng and ‘I’ourmer whose vrews are marked not only by thetr ‘

w1tnessrng the btrth of the specrral brarnchrldren of the West s progressrve 1deologres — .'
> totahtanamsm and apocalypttc aggressron — but also by developments rn the areas of
T

.psychplogy and‘ anthropology. react crmeally to some of the rdeologtes underlytng the myth

'. For Goldrng the lessoh learned through all thrs ts that og umversal human depravrty We, »

i should how"' _‘ in. mmd that thrs belref m a dtseased creatton 1s a stmon that Goldmg ~
P
takes as a consequenoe pnmanly. of the events of the SecOnd World War whrch he wntnessed

' at close range Evrdenee from hrs more reeent pronouncements on the subject utdrcates that

\‘
N

hts vrsron of human desttny and hrs genetal vrew of human nature have lost much of thetr

sombren&ﬁ But JuSLafter the war hrs pessmtsm was unmrstakable' B



.‘I belteved 'then that  man was srck == not' excepnonal man but average man. 1
believed ‘that the condition of man was to be a morally diseased creation and that |
the best job 1 could do ‘at the time, was to trace the conmection between hts o
‘ dtseased nature and the tntemauonal mess he gets lnmself into.27 : ,

Goldsng 8 vrston in Lord of the Flles is thus pessrmrsttc there seems to be no way out, as
man, nvery man, is born vmh the temble tllness of betng human '
Mrchel Tournier' 's approach is, in an tmportant sense, less umVersal m scope and thrs

is seen even in: the charactenzatton Golding ‘by preserttmg many characters emphastzes not" )

“ mdmdual tsolauon but the larger rssues of SOClal orgamzatton and government which- he ‘
’

‘relates to the constttuuons ol‘ the mdmdual members of the sdcial unit. In Mrchel Tourmer s

\

‘ novel ‘the emphasis is ftrst of all on the efl"ect of solrtude on' the mdrvtdual Hrs novel deals_

wrth the struggle of the tndmdual who remams m every way a socral tg:tng whlle hts rsolatton

S

“makes it 1mposstble for him to fulftll htmself in ‘terms of the constructs of the crvthzauon
from whlch he is hterally CXﬂed.. The myth has presented Crusoe as bemg capable of survrvmg
'hls tsolatton precisely because he had become. the natural man' who had o work srmply for' '
- the sattsfactton of his nwds nwds presented as autonomous and‘ non- socral The myth |

ttgnores Crusoe s ethte of accumulatton and thesocto -economic dynamres of hlS labour and its ".

,l B

. products Mtehel Tourmer stmply makes very exphctt the soetal ‘character of Crusoe 's work
‘ :‘and turns lt in- the context of the castaway s tsolatton. tnto the paradox Whl(:h is at the ongtn,
: _of the collapse of Crusoe s system Were 'Tourmer S novel 0 st0p at the collapse ol‘..

" ':Robmsen 'S - system “we would have a pessxmtsttc ytsron But the fatlure of Tourmer s

L3

"’Kobmson is: simply a prelude 10 the latter s attatnment ol‘ salvatton in terms ol‘ a new -
p~mythology v S LT ,’~'~

Stnee Goldlng § eoneern is mth the mnate depravrty of the human sol; he does not":' .

l'f.-.‘ﬁ nwdf.to have hrs boys meet thh savase trlb% r.he savage is already in all of fhem" chhel L

Evfl'l‘ournter's mterest m ethnography and hls sympathres thh the Third World whtéh has seen 7' :




1ts cultures destroyed and it wealth plundered ensure the tdeologtcal transformauon of what

‘ '

- in Defoe s novel was the encounter of Ctvtltzed Europe and the dark - world of savages Not I

. only is Toumter s Ven-d?‘edt no ‘longer. the barbanc canmbal that hxs archetypes are: presented

S

as bemg, not only does lus salvanon no longer depend on the goodw:ll and the Bible of the
; 1mpertal Crusoes but m what seems ltke a radrcal mversnon of tbe myth the Salvauon omhe
man from the West is now conungem on his readmess to shed hls clarm to racral superiority ‘

and o accepl ,“'the ‘ gutdance of the ‘once ‘ deSpised blackman '— Vendr'edi, The
nineteenth-centt’lr.yv myth ‘sanc'tifies. colonlalism‘ by givlng‘ it a r‘eli.gious ‘and hum‘a'nistic

co ' " ' ! -~ LN

- justif icatio’n, but now it is the anti«imperialist discourse that is ‘sanctif ied.” Co ( N .

- Nevertheless Toumter S, novel 'is sttll about Robmson Crusoe because as Gé.rard

' '\\‘-” i |
i i

Genette mdtcates Vendredx s nOVel —a novel written rrom the perspectnve of the colomzed
"y

f— cannot be wntten bsany Robtnson (not even Tourmer s) hoﬁrever well- n;eanmg Tourmer

. himsglf says that such a novel remams to be wrttten But tt may be that it has been and

contmues 0 be written elsewhere m the world It would be very mtercstmg in this respect to

’
,take up Toumler s conqepuon of ! negrttude and relate ll to some of the more xmportam ‘

themes of Afncan ftcttont . o O o B :
' . N ’ v, a,
C, Because of the comple;uty and toptcaltty of the 1deas and f5sues that Robmson Crusoe ,
k J . R i TE i

embodtes, he w1ll contmue to bc honoured ndlculed but never lgnored for as long as these

N -

1deas are of any relevance to us. Perhaps colomahsm wxll one day be forgotten as a spectre of

S~
i

the past. We may even forget that- the Btble was transpo‘rted to the Thtrd World aboard":_
@’
. mereg. shtps Ltkewrse the problems of sohtude and ahenatton may one day ‘be.. -
'remem%gred as part of the srckness of past centunes, racho and televxsxon commercxals mayf' k
one day no longer try and convmce the pubhe to make then' halr natural by applymg chemtcal'-“,' ‘
products Even the i)rospect of spendmg a vacatton on some lush and gxotic tropml lsland:
(Hawau Tahm etc )mght one: day lose xts appeal But as long as all or some of these tssues |

5 ideasand dreams are part of the cultural mhn@f the waf Robmson Crusoc is here Jtay,
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And just as civilizations constantly re-examine and even ridicule those values they once

.

cherished, so are their'myths at once permanent, dyhamic and always evolving. The Robinson

. .

Cruso¢ myth as it evolved.in the nineteenth century represents a very optimistic view of

Western civilization. And so shall the images of " this culture-hero live on and match the

- A

endurance of the sphinx whith adorn the deserts of Egypt — mocking -reminders of a

Civilization which-ence had a settled sense of its own glorious destiny,

)
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