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The Role of the 
Decolonizing 
Description 

Working Group

to investigate, define and 
propose a plan of action 

for how UAL can more 
accurately, appropriately, 

and respectfully 
represent Indigenous 
peoples and contexts 

through our descriptive 
metadata practices.



Meet the Decolonizing Description 
Working Group
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Project 
Background



Why Description?

Increasingly, descriptive metadata is the 
first, most frequent, and in some cases the 
only interaction point between us and our 
users. 

It is vital that all of our users can see 
themselves appropriately and respectfully 
represented in those metadata records. 



The Canadian Context





Athapascan beadwork Dene beadwork
Athapascan embroidery Dene embroidery
Athapascan Indians Dene
Athapascan Indians--Asian influences Dene--Asian influences
Athapascan Indians--Western influencesDene--Western influences
Athapascan languages Dene languages
Athapascan mythology DELETE
Athapascan women Dene women
Athapascan youth Dene youth
Autobiographies--Indian authors Autobiographies--Indigenous authors
Bible stories, Ojibwa Bible stories, Ojibwa (Anishinabe)
Blacks--Relations with Indians Blacks--Relations with Indigenous peoples
Caciques (Indian leaders) Caciques (Indigenous leaders)
Calumets Sacred pipes
Canada--Civilization--Indian influences Canada--Civilization--Indigenous influences
Canadian drama--Indian authors Canadian drama--Indigenous authors
Canadian fiction--Indian authors Canadian fiction--Indigenous authors
Canadian literature--Indian authors Canadian literature--Indigenous authors
Canadian poetry--Indian authors Canadian poetry--Indigenous authors
Canadian prose literature--Indian authors Canadian prose literature--Indigenous authors
Children's poetry, Indian Children's poetry, Indigenous
Chipewyan Indians Chipewyans
Chipewyan mythology DELETE
Christian art and symbolism--Mexico--Indian influences Christian art and symbolism--Mexico--Indigenous 
influences



What Does This Have to do 
With Instruction?



Decolonizing 
Description in 

Instruction

At the service desk, 
during a consult, or in 
an instruction session:

“Well, the official 
Library of Congress 

Subject Heading is for 
Indians of North 

America… 
I know, that does seem 

very outdated.”

Anyone had this 
experience?
Please share.



Thank you


