~THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA .

AKLAVIK, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES: A GEOGRAPHICAL STUDY

e

‘OF THE SETTLEMENT'S VIABILITY -
h | by . | /
(\zg:) HEATHER BLACK )
N . N
w

o A THESIS - X
SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES\AND RESEARCH
IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE.

OF‘MASTER OF ARTS -

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY

\ ' EDMONTON, ALBERTA — -
SPRING, 1975



ABSTRACT o

’f The sett]ement of Ak]av1k,an the MackenZTe De]ta of the |
Northwest Terr1tor1es, is exam1ned in both hlstor1ca1 and contemporary ~
perspect1ve The 0r1g1n, growth and deve]dpment of the settlement
is foT]owed from its esf/b11shment as-a fur- trad1ng post at ‘the centre )
of the,muskrat trade in T912 to the 19805\and 19405 when 1t became
the adm1n1strat1ve cap1ta] of the Western Arct1c Growth of government
. funct1ons dur1ng the 1950s necessitated an expan510n in Ak]av1k ‘which
was h1ndered by the physical unsu1tab111ty of the site. The dec151on
‘to move Ak]av1k and the criteria used to choose a site for the new
- town (Tater called Inuv1k) are evaTuated The reasons for the refusal
of many AkTav1k res1dents to move are dlscussed
Population m1grat10n between AkTav1k and 'Inuvik is 1nvest1gated
in both the {construction phase of Inuvik from 1955 61, and the admin-f '
1strat1ve ph of the town from 1962-74. The volume and~se]ect1v1ty
of m1grat10n, permanency of the mOVe and the factors 1nf1uenc1ng move-
ment are examined. _ Migration to Inuvik during the construct1on phase ’
was 1n response to empToyment poss1b111t1es, and was select1ve of whlte ‘
‘government workers and unsk111ed native reSTdents in the yodnger age
.groups ~In the. adm1n1strat1ve phase emp]oyment agaTn dom1nated the
mot1vat1onaT factors but ‘migrants in the higher status occupat1ona1
‘categor1es were seTected Return-m1grat1on to Aklavik -was prompted by '
social factors and the ava1]ab1]1ty of country food Temporary move- |

k

ment between the two centres is frequent and chﬁefly motivated by
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social factors.

The transference of 1nterest from the "l1and" to wage emp]oyment in

| an urbap based economy is found to haveWprogressed from a "dual alle-

g1ance" to the tand and sett]ement to a greater a]]eg1ance to the set-

‘ tlement The economic 1mp11cat1ons of this s1tuat10n are appra1sed The
demograph1c structure and socio- econom1c situation in Bk]av1k in 1974 are.
examined. Ak]av1k is cons1dered to be overpopu]ated in re]at1on to the |
present level of emp]oyment and services 1n the commun1ty - An overwhe]m-;
ing. dependence on government for wages, sa]ar1es and we]fare payments, /
and on temporary unsk11]ed emp]oyment is found to pervade. Temporary /
emp}oyment pess1b111t1es may increase cons1derab1y in the immediate - |
future with expansion in the 011 and gas 1ndustry, and the‘pdssibi]ity
'of a Mackenzie Va]ley p1pe11ne but prosperlty 1n Ak]av1k would bBe
ephemera] : .

Poss1b1e so]ut1ons to the unhea]thy soc1a1 and econom1c s1tuat10n
in Ak]av1k are d1scussed Prov1s1on of permanent\small sca]e employment j

“and the rev1ta]1zat1on of trapping, huntlng and f1sh1ng on a part-time-

A

bas1s are recommended as possib]e so]ut1ons~to—the~e#erpopulation_in_the;__*_

‘

commun1ty In addition a measure of out m1grat1on in reSponse to perma-
'négg§rather than temporary emp]byment 1s deemed des1rab1e <impnovement
41n the upkeep and rep]acement of certain mun1c1pa1 serv1ces and '
'fac111t1es is conS1dered exped1ent together with an expansion of fam1]y
- planning programs It is suggested that on]y by carefu] planning w1]1 »
the undes1rab1e soc1a] and econom1c consequences of high unemp]oyment

and re11ance on welfare be reduced permanent1y, -and. not merely.

ame11orated temporar11y by the ava1]ab111ty of seasona] emp]oyment
: T _‘é . » \\
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' ' CHAPTER 1

~~ INTRODUCTION
(

There exists a real and demonstrable need for population studies
in the Canadian North. . . . for scientific, administrative and
governmental policy formu]at1ng . . . basic to most other social
behaviour is the variable of popu]at1on, for it acts as a multi-- ¢
plier in all deve]opment equations.. (Freeman 1972, p. 56)
Deve]opment is the key word in the Canadian North at the present
time. 0il and gas exp1orat1on and d1scovery are proceed1ng at a rapld
pace 1n the Mackenzie Delta and the Arctic Islands. Debate cont1nues
on the Mackenz1e Valley gas p1pe11ne and the comp]et1on of the R
‘Mackenz1e H1ghway will most probab]y foster further growth + Develop-
ment of the Canad1an North is a top prigrity. for the federal govern-
~ment, "Those who would 11ke to see the North Ieﬁt as an untouched
w11derness area or nat1ona] museum peopled by nat1ves .and trappers,
,mount1es and pr1ests, are out of date" (Gemini North 1974 p. 3).
. A high corre]at1on ex1sts between popu]atlon change and economic
. deve]opment Demographic considerations are basic to a]most all other
‘soc1a1, economlc and po]1t1ca1 spherc. of deve1opment In view of the ‘
| h1gh pr1or1ty g1ven to northern economic deve]opment 1n federa] govern-) 
~'ment p]ann1ng po11c1es, 1t is surpr1s1ng that S0 ]1tt1e research has -
been done on popu]atqon-re}ated‘top1cs, A ser1ous.consequence of the
“‘scarcity of popu1atfon research in the Canadian North is that economie
development plans are being formu]ated_without an adequate'understande

.ing or-analysis of population characteristics, migration. patterns and

v—
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demographic trends. Also, since the population base is Small'any change

in relative terms tends to be very 1arge The soc1a1 and economic costs
of m1stakes in northern deve]opment'po11cy are not only very great, but
may be 1rrever51b1e The Canad1an North is one reglon ‘where the need .

is greatest and the t1me shortest to assist in rat1ona1 development

programs, and popu]at1on research is v1ta] in this respect

—-/

THE STUDY AREA

The sett]ement of Aklav1k, in the Mackenz1e De]ta of the North-
west Territories, was chosen as the focus of the research Aklavik
is 1ocated at latltude 68°13 North, and 1ong1tude 135°59" West, at the
- junction of the Enoch Pok1ak, and Peel- Channe]s of the Mackenz1e R1ver.'
The settlement is approx1mate]y 110 m11es north of the Arctic Circle, L.

50 m11es south of Mackenzie Bay on the Beaufort Sea, and 1,070 m11es

. ff,’...:

northwest of Edmonton. ~The commun1ty extends for a m1Ie and a- quarter

along the\west bank of the Peel Channe] (see F19ure 1). '
Since poou]atTon movement and m1Qrat1on between Aklavik and

Inuv1k provide a maJor focus of the research, the study area 1nc1udes |

.

Inuvik as the dest1nat1on and source of migrants. Inuvik is 1ocated at

1at1tude 68°22" North and 1ong1tude 133°43" West, on the East Channel -
1[\thhe Mackenz1e River, 60 m11es south of Mackenz1e Bay on the Beaufort/

ea. Inuv1k ]1es 35 air mw]es and 80 river miles east of Ak]avik

g THE POPULAfION_L

I8 - .
D1vers1ty is the key feature of Ak]av1k S popu]at10n--ethn1c,”

re11g1ous, cu]tura], social and economlc Most of the population.can

be traced to Esk1mo, Indian, or European ancestry, and a]most~a]].
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residents'are a mixture of these ratial.groups ! H1stor1ca11y the
Ind1ans in Aklavik belong to the group of Kutchin. tr1bes, a branch of
the Athapaskan linguistic stock.  Most of éhe Ind1ans have, connect1ons |
with the Peel River Kutchin, and with the Vanta Kutchln of the - 01d Crow
region in the Yukon Territory. Present day Ak1av1k Indians are common]y
known as LoucheUX'Indﬁans Cons1derab1e 1ntermarr1age has taken place N
between the Loucheux and Scottish and French fur traders as well as
w1th neighbouring Ind1an and Esk1mo groups and there has emerged a group
of Metis res1dents--whose parents are of differing ethn1c orig1n
" The Esk1mos of Aklavik be]ong predom1nantlyﬁto two groups
. f1rst]y, the or1g1na] Mackenz1e Eskimo, cons1derab1y reduced 1n number
by disease 1ntroduced by -the wha]ermen Lp the late n1neteenth and’ ear]y
'twent1eth centurles, and second]y the A]askan Esk1mo, who m1grated 1nto
the De]ta area in three main w;ies--1896/7 1910; 1915-23} and 7946 49
"A sma]] group of Central Esk1mos from the Amundsen~Gu1f to Coronat1on :
Gulf area are also present in- @k]av1k L -'~,“ .
. ' n add1t1on there are two maJor categor1es of whlte residents
:{1n Ak]av1k d1st1ngu1shed by the permanency of the1r stay in the sett]e- T
" ment. 2 Permanent whlte re51dents have 11ved ln the sett]ement since the ;
height. of the fur .trade in the 19305 and 19405 Others have m1grated
there in 1ater years and many are. marr1ed to nat1ve Aklavik fema]es

Temporary wh1te-res1dents f11} some of - the educat1ona], adm1n1strat1ve,‘

1nst1tut1ona] and commere1a1 funct1ons 1n “the sett]ement

]For a fu]]er d1scuss1on of the cr1ter1a -used to
to distinguish between the var1ous ethn1c groups, see Chapter V

2See p. 12 for ~ a fu]]er d1scuss1on of "permanency no

Y



" “THE PROBLEM

Ak]avik was establﬂshed in 19]2-as a fur trading post and during
'_the 1930s and 1940s was the most 1mportant centre in Canadainorth of the

Arct1c C1rc1e,as the centre of the muskrat trade and the adm1nlstrat1ve

: capxta] of “the Western Arctic.”
Du 1ng the 1950s eXpandIng government funct10ns and grow1n

1nterest 1n Arc i deve]opment and the we]fare of native peoples eg--

s1tated growth in Aklavik as an adm1nwstrat1ve centre. However, the

4 prob]ems of Ak]av1k s s1te hand1capped further expans1on and Inuvik was
developed to rep]ace it in 1955. ..The comb1nat1on of silt and permafrost
in Ak]av1k leads to severe construct1on prob]ems due to the melting of
‘the actlve 1ayer in summer. Dra1nage cond1t1ons are poor ow1ng to the
f]atness,of the’terrain (about 10”feet above summer river water level

N and 30 feet above mean sea Tevel) and to the presence of permafrost about g
2 to 3 feet beneath the surface Subsurface dralnage is 1mposs1b1e and
>stagnant poo]s of water form sqrrounded by th1ck mud as the permafrost
‘melts in summer Appropr1ate1y Ak]av1k became known as the "mudtropo11s

I\

of the Arctlc" (RobertSon, 1956 p 3)

An add1t1ona] .problem is the lack of space for new bu11d1ngs and
for a major a1rport.c Ak]av1k is conf1ned to 1ts preﬁént site by a bend i.‘ 2
in the Mackenz1e R1ver and by - swamps and ponds Further problems
. 1nc1ude those of san1tat1on ar1s1ng from the settlement s Tnadequate
sewage d1sposa1 fac111t1es, the annua] risk of flood1ng, the eros1on of
che upstream river bank 1ack of su1tab]e bu11d1ng materials for roads,‘x

and the absence. of grave] for new construct1on A]] these factors

argued 1n favour of transferr1ng government funct1ons to a new. s:te.’”7
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" The or1g1na1 plan, adopted by the Adv1sory Comm1ttee on Northern
» Deve]opment and approved by the federa] government. 1n November 1954, was
to transfer the popu]at1on of Aklavik' to Inuv1k gradually over five
years and eventua11y to "phase out" the Ak]avik settlement. dekiav1k s
_ popu]ae1on dld dec]1ne dur1ng the construct1on per1od from. 1955 61, but
not to the extent wh1ch was ant1cipated Emp]oyment opportun1t1es in
"~ Inuvik prov1ded.attract1ve m}grationAforces, and the tranSfer of adminis-~
trative, educational'and commercial functions'to the new town further
. reduced Aklavik's pdpu]ation ~ However, it is now twenty years since the
‘decision was taken: to bu1]d the "New Ak]av1k" and the "01d Ak]av1k"
'cont1nues to exist, and even to expand and to thr1ve desp1te original
| government po11cy - No serious ‘Tong- term dec11ne in total popu]at1on has
occurred a]though there has been a change in the age and'ethn1c composi-
tion of the cbmmun1ty \\' L |
It was not unt?] 1966 that the federa] government off1c1a]]y |
changed 1ts po]1cy and dec1ded that Aklav1k was not going to s1nk into

the mud of the Delta, and recogn1zed that many Ak1av1k res1dents refused

to move. In add1t1on permanent m1grat1on of former Ak]av1k res1dents
back to Ak]av1k has occurred in S1gn1f1cant numbers
" Ak]av1k 1s most c]osely 11nked to-Inuv1k and these 11nks extend

'beyond mere kinship ties. Temporary and seasona] movement between the’*’(lx\i

" two sett]ements occurs frequent]y and permanent m1grat1on cont1nues
today in botb d1rect1ons Da11y schedu]ed and charter f11ghts connect S

~the two sett]ements in a]] seasons “In summer the Mackenz1e R1ver :
prov1des a transportat1on ]1nk by boat, and the same route. prov1des an
\

,'1ce road for cars and'%k1—doos" 1n w1hter o o .

. There is now no question of Ak]avlk disappearing and considerable-

s
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re1nvestment has occurred in the communlty A new schoo], nurs1ng sta-
tion, recredt1ona] fac111t1es, and hous1ng have been provided in Aklavik,
and river eros1on has been reduced to some extent by bank protect1on
No ser1ous f1ood1ng has occurred in the past five years, but Aklavik is
still faced with the origina) }problems whlch 1ed to the dec1sion to '
-'transfer government funct1ons to Inuv1k Ak]av1k ach1eved "Ham]et"
status on January Ist 1974, a forma] recogn1t1on of its cont1nued

v1ab111ty S1gn1f1cant1y, Aklavik's motto 15/ "Never Say Die."
PURPOSE OF RESEARCH | :

- The purpose of the research was to examine the factors encourag-

“ing stab111ty or expansion 1in Ak]av1k s popu]at1on despite or1g1na1

B government policy: encouraging m1grat1on to Inuvik. An add1t1ona1 and

related purpose was to determine the extent and se]ect1v1ty of popula-
.t1on movement and mlgratlon between Aklavik and Inuv1k and the types

of 1nterre]at10nsh1ps which exist between the two settlements Further
‘obJect1ves were to examlne the socio-economic 1mp11catsons of the
.ldemograph1c trends and mob111ty in Aklavik, to evaluate present planning -
'po11c1es with respect to Aklavik, and to 1nd1cate poss1b1e future plan-
ning 1mp11cat1ons suggested by the population research.

To achieve these . alms popu]at1on characterlst1cs ahd demograph1c
“trends in Aklavik were exam1ned and: the popu]at1on m1grat1on between
Ak]av1k and Inuvik was 1nvest1gated The "push- ~pul}" factors influenc-
ing popu]at1on movement between the two centres were eva]uated Factérs |
considered to be important attractive or repellent. forces ﬁnf]uenc1ng ‘

movement included economlc factors, part1cu]ar]y the ava1]ab1]1ty of -

employment, soc1a1 factors, 1nc1ud1ng fam11y t1es, government



encouragement, availability of educationa], recreational, and municipal N
‘facilities, accommodation, provision of medica] serv1ces, and existence
of transportatlon and communication links.

fhe se]ect1v1ty of migration according to age and sex, ethnic
origin, marital status, educat1ona1 qua11f1catlons and occupat1on was
also.examined together with the permanencv of the movement In addition
a knowledge and understand1ng of the m1grants attitudés to and percep-
tions of Aklavik and Inuvik 1n terms of the prov1s1on of recreatlona1

and social fac1]1t1es, employment opportun1t1es and conu. .ty we]fare

were cons1dered to be 1mportant aspects of the research.
!  HYPOTHESES

Several general hypotheses were developed prior to field work
and these were later tested against the stat1st1ca1 data which were
vgathered dur1ng the summer. It was hypothesized that:

1. Permanent mlgrat1on from Ak]av1k to Inuv1k would be largely due to
;econom1c/emp]oyment factors and wou]d 1n1t1a]]y consist chiefly of
two categor]es of migrants: firstly, males of predom1nant]y wh1te
ethnic origin with government JObS, who/were transferred to Inuv1k
and second]y, nat1ve ma]es and fema]es predom1nant1y 1n the twenty
rforty years age range, who worked on. the constructlon of Inuv1k.
~and in service jobs respect1ve1y In the period fol]oW1ng the con-‘
“struction period permanent migration wou1d be h1ghest amongst the
younger age grodps educated 'in Inuvik, and would be greater amongst

single females than ma]es 3

3Between 1960-73 pupils cont1nu1ng beyond Grade VfII had. to

attend school in Inuvik. In 1973-74, Grade IX was provided in Aklav1k
but pupils cont1nu1ng beyond this nad to transfer to Inuv1k
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2. Migration back to Aklavik from Inuvik would consist mainly of those
workers emp1oyed in the initial construction phase of Inuvik who had
no specific training and were former]y hunters and trappers

"generally of native orlgin L

3. Temporary m1grat1on from Aklav1k to Inuv1k and vice versa would be

6.7 Aklavik's age structure would be_Unbalangtd with above average

-~ mainly for social reasons or for medlcal care. Temporary movements

ﬁwbu]d not be confined to any particular season‘due_to the avail-
L"\a;,lg-ih'ty of river transport in summer and a.winter roadlin winter,
but were 1ike1> to be concentrated in the summerdmonths (0w1ng to
the more p]easant cllmate and ease of river transportat1on etc. )
4v‘ Seasonal migration wou]d be chiefly from Aklavik to Inuv1k in reSponse
to job opportunities and wou]d affect males and females in the

ggounger age groups who were unskilled.

5. Permanent residence 1n Aklavik with the 1east contact w1th Ian1k

would be predom1nant1y conf1ned to the o]der resxdents of Ak]av1k-- .

former hunters and trappers, mainly of Ind1an,and Eskimo or1g1n.

numbers in the 0 to 19 years age range.

K 7. AkTavikvﬁ1] becomeincreasinglytskimo- and Indian-dominated_tn the

future whilst Inuvik will become increasingly White-dominated.

THE APPROACH

‘ o ¢ ) . . . .
The approach to the problem is-a geographic‘one‘” The research

s undertaken from the v1ewpo1nt of the popu]atlon geographer, concerned

with the "areal var1at1ons in the d1str1but1on compos1t1on m1grat1ons

and growth of populations and the ways 1n which these relate to the

nature.of p]aces" (Clarke, 1971, p. 1). In th1s respect 1t d1ffers from
e . R : : *

has

A\
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that of a demographer whose primary concern is with demograohic processes
per _se, including the mechantcs of population. change, “the motiwations * ¥*
‘and selectivity of migrants, andvsocio-eeonomic impact‘of migrations. |
The -approach. in this research 15 concerned with these demographic pro;c \','
cesses, not in isolation, but‘as a tool to'understand,and'explain the'
spatial distribution”ot the'bobd{ation (W&igbn,'1gsé;“ﬁ;52);“ o

The spatial and'temooralwaspects are’the centraT,fooi of, the
research. ' The spattal asoect of the research focusses on the sett]ement
of~Ak1av%k, and the migration of people between Aklavik and Inuvik. ' The
movement of peop]e between these two' centres points to spat1a1 dlffer-
ences and- the m1grat1on streams are seen as 11nks between the sett]e- ‘
" ments, the study of which is of fundamenta] 1mportance to geographers.,
-The distance and d1rect1on of the movement is therefore 11m1ted t
exam1nat1on of mob111ty between Ak]avwk and Inuvik which have deve]oped ,
A'a comp]ex network of 1nterre1at1onsh1ps as A result of thear dist1nct1ve
_h1stor1es No attempt is ‘made to test any of the classic theor1es of
'm1grat1on with respect to the- dIStance and d1rect1on of the- movement
JD1stance and d1rect1on are f1xed since m1grat1on to and from other
b]aces is re]at1ve1y un1mportant 1n the sett]ement and the vast maJor1tya
'eof the movements take p]ace between -Aklavik and Inuv1k In this respect,
Ravenste1n s "laws of mrgrat1on" w1th reference to d1stance measured in.
5 phys1ca1 terms, Stouffer's concept of 1nterven1ng opportun1t1es, and th7//~2;; :
grav1ty mode] are. 1napp11cab1e due to the un1que m1grat1on swtuation ‘ -
wh1ch has deve]oped between Aklavik and Inuv1k , . :Iv L

Itﬂwou1d be 1nterest1ng, espec1a]1y in. v1ew of the con51dera~

'}t1ons given.t: out-m1grat1on as a so]ut1on to the "ewerpopu1at1on" in

- relation to resourees and,techno1ogy in the North (Jenness, ]964;

x
b



Wolforth, 1966) to fo]]ow the mignatjon patterns of m1grants beyond
Inuvik. rt would then be poss1b]e to diSCOver whether Inuv1k acts as
a “ha]f~way house" for m1gration to the South from out]yihg'sett]ements.
However, 1t was not within the scope of this research to do this.

__The temporal aspect of populatlon change -and m1grat10 s a]so
a v1ta] ~focus of the research The research is not .only conc_rned with
the causes -and consequences of the spatial d1str1but1on of opu]atIOn,
‘ but with the dynam1cs of population change and _movement. ‘;<£hp1ation
u.dynamlcs in the commun1ty of. Ak]av1k are conS1dered w1th1n the time - |
framework from the beg1nn1ng of the construction of Inuvwk in 1955 to
the present day‘_ w1thin th1s t1me span changes in popu]at1on size due‘»?*‘
to changes 1n the rate of natural increase, and ¢hanges in popuTation .
compos1tlon 1n terms of age, sex and e hnic origin are con51dered

W1th1n th1s tempora] framework éqgempts will be made to test. severa] -

theor1es of the soc10-econom1c se]ect1v1ty of m1grat1on and the mot1va-

 tion of the m1grants (See Lee, 1966, in part1cu1ar.) In add1t1on .-- *ff
demographs trends.before 1955 Willlbe examined brief]y?to‘dete 'Q:f oW |
. the popu]Zf:;n\ET‘ﬁk4§;qk deve]oped pr1or to ' the changes impose hy the _E?F’

: _estab11shment of Inuvik. "} . 7,w : T ) 'bi o
- Populatlon movements and m1grat1ons to and from Inuv1k are ..
.exam1ned 1n terms of the permanency of thé move In thIB context the f
typu]ogy of mob111ty with respect to time-d1mens1ons deve]ope# hy Gould -
_‘and Prothero (1972) was found to beevery usefu] Goqu and Prothero

rcu1at10n“ on the bas1s of the - fi

d1st1nguwsh between "m1grat1on" and | ”
permanenCy of the move. - A mod1f1ca on of the1r typology was ‘used 1n

; th1s study A d1st1nct1on is made ween . the fo]]owing types of

A

c1rcu]atory" moyements 1n A}]avak:,.temponary movementsdjor "perTod1c' ‘

/
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c¢irculation" after Gould and Prothero) 1nvo1ve no change of employment,

. are usually of short duration, and generally motivated by social factors;'

seasonaT migrations (or "seasonal. c1rcu1at10n“) 1nvolve temporary move~

ments conf1ned to particular seasons and sim11ar1y fnvolve no change of

1.

permanent res1dence but are usually in. response to JOb opportunities.ﬁ;;;m”_ ;;m

-‘In the AkTavwk context "da11y c1rcu1at1on" between Aklav1k and Inuvik
is not 1mportant and "Long term circu]ation," 1nvo?v1ng a sences of
over a year is cons1dered to be’ permanent migration for th purposes of

L'D

) this~ré$earch Both of these movements are’ 1nc1uded 1n the category of

;Jcirculation" in Gould and Prothero s éypo1ogy kpnmanent migrations
,1nvo1ve a permanent change of residence and may ob may not ‘be. in response"
‘to econom1c factors P ‘ﬂf : "; - ﬂ' !'~;‘ '
W1th1n th1s typo]ogy of mob1fity, the study of migrat1on and
‘movement of peop]e between Akiav1k and Inuv1k 1s concerned on]y with
‘pfrmanent res1dents of Ak]av1k (A "permanent“ res1dent for the purposes,
of this research, is def1ned as one .who has 11ved pn the settlement for .. ..
over‘one.year. In: Ak]avwk all the "temporary" res1dents, usually of
. wh1te ethnic orlgwn who are essent1a]]y "trans1eqts" end<Who f111 some'ﬂf'
of the educat1ona], re]1glous, governmenta1 and commerc1a] pos1t70ns 1n-ar"
the settlement are exc]uded from ana]vs1s 1n the m1gration study LA
However some former Ak]av1k res1dents who have not yet 11vedf4n Ak1av1k
for one year s1nce the1r return from Inuvik or- e]sewhere are 1nc1uded

L1n the analys1s. Th1s is' Just1f1ed stnce the1r dec1ared 1nt\nt1ons aremjL'Vh ”

to rema1n in the sett]ement and there are cons1derab1e 1nd1catlons thatu C :?; ;ﬁ

they w111 do .50 in the foreseeabTe future

DATA 'COL’LECT‘ION_ e
S L PR oo T
A total of three months were spent ‘in the1Macgenzie‘Delta,'withj 3
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approx1mate]y two months in AkTavrk, and one month in Inuvik. bTech-

n1ques empToyed in the field research 1ncTuded exam1nat1on “of pub]1shed
and. unpub]1shed mater1a1 in the two settTements and structured inter-
_v1ews Referenee was made .to census data medical records, school-
a‘records,‘empTO{Fen and unempToyment data, soc1aT assistance records,‘

the AkTav1k HamTet Counc11 7rutes, game management records, transporta-' a

t1on records, Hous1ng Assoc1at1on Surveys, and mater1aT suppT1ed by the

AkTav1k HamTet Counc11 the var1ous government agenc1es, and commerc1a1
groups. . . ' o o
| Demographnc data were obta1ned from a var1ety of sources, andl

a comb1nat1on of. these sources‘aas usedito estab11sh the. most accug;%e
;p1cture of the s1ze anq structure of Aklavik's popuTat1on dur1ng the

summer’ of 1974 The AkTav1k HamTet Counc1] has comp11ed alit of -
Aklavik : res1dents g1v1ng b1rthpTace date of birth, et-nic origin, posi-
t1on in family, and oceupat1on A Manpower Survey computr. Printlout :

’ for AkTav1k, aecurate at 18th January 1973 was also used At Th1s com-‘
puter prlnt out prov1ded the foTTowxng 1nformat10n for each AkTav1k res1- k

'dent househon’number, status within househon Treaty Ind1an band or

Esk1mo D1sc number where appropr1ate,5 soc1aT 1nsurance numbér if

-

appT1cabTe, sex, b1rthdate ethn1c 0r1g1n, courses’compTeted and perma—
nent, seaSOnaT and’ prev1ous occupatTons v " ; SRR

‘The ethn1c status of AkTav1k res1dents was conf1rmed’by refer-_
ence. to the Treaty Ind1an Band L1st ‘and the Esk1mo D1sc List heTH by the

, »b» 4W1th the perm1ss1on of .D. G. Sm1th Courd1nator of the Graduate

Program Comm1ttee Department of Soc1oTogy and Anthropology, CarTeton
Un1vers1ty . . _ L

PFor a fuTJer dascuss1on of ‘the Ind1an Band L1st and Eskimo ‘
. Disc List see Chapter V. Briefly, a record Jis kept of all Treaty cee
‘Ind1ans and Esk1mos for adm1n1strat1ve purposes. . :
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Socia] Deve]opment Office in Aklavik. The Ju]y 1474 federa] electors
_11st for Aklavik prov1ded a very up- to date source of 1nformat1on about
res1dents over the age ofﬁe1ghteen years, giving occupat1ons in add1tton
'Ato names As a f1na1 check on\the 1974 popu]at1on of Ak]av1k, a census
was carried out w1th the aid of four Ak]av1k school ch11dren in

August 1974, and cross -checked against the demographic data obta1ned
from the othar sources.

Interviews were conducted with various government bersonne1 in -
+ each of the government departments in Inuvik and Ak]av1k Informat1on
-was a]so obtained through 1nterv1ews with the Royal Canad1an Mounted
Po11ce‘(R.C.M.P.), nurses, the adult- educat1onrteacher,and the leaders. \\'.
"of the various soc1et1es and orgén1zat1ons in the two settlements. Var1;
- ous counc11 meet1ngs weré attended,- and“Hunters and Trappers' Assoc1at1on
meet1ngs in both commun1t1es, as wel] as\spec1a] meetxngs he]d to dlS
"cuss part1cu1ar prdb]ems such as land c]a1ms 0 a]coho] abuse.

“A maJor part of the research rei1ed on structured interviews in
both Ak]av1k and Inuv1k (seetAppend1ces A and B) A'forma] question-
naire was not cons1dered to be the best method of obta1n1ng the demo-
graphlc, sOc1aT eco\bT1c movement and migration 1nformat1on required,
..s1nce thelMackenz1e Delta area has been over-researched by this method

“in the past, and 1t,seems probable that inaccurate 1nformat1on has been
~ given by res1dents 1nundated by quest1onna1re;?: Instead a structured
. "set of quest)ons was formu]ated for each of the sett]ements
- In Inuv1k peop]e were se]ected for 1nterv1ew if they had _ever
Tived in Ak]av1k M1grants were identified by us1ng a comb1nat1on of
;”methods F1rst1y, thrée key 1nd1v1dua]s now 11v1ng in Inuv1k who had

_ -11ved 1n Ak]av1k for two years, eleven years, and fourteen years
A . Q
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respectively, were asked to compile. qndependent lists of migrants from
Aklavik to Inuvik. These three 1nd1v1duals had he]d key positions ;in -
Ak]av1k at the beg1nn1ng of the Inuv1k construct1on per1od One was the
Pentecostal Minister,- the second an active nat1ve Ak]av1k resident,
and the th1rd the Imper1a1 011 agent for Aklavik. Reference- was made
to the Inuv1k te]ephone d1rectory and the Inuvik 1974 federa] e]ectors
‘ _]1st to fac111tate 1dent1f1cat1on-of m1grants The Imper1al 0i1 agent
had 1ived in Ak]av1k from 1946-60, and’ coritinued in the same occupat1on '
in Inuv1k from: 1960 74 He is therefore well- acqua1nted with Inuvik
residents. The Pentecostal minister reta1ns th1s funct1on 1n Inuv1k(p
and the native Aklavik resident is st111 very much involved in commun1ty
;affa1rs Both whltes and nat1ves were enumerated but on]y those who
had ohce Tlived' ln Ak]av1k permanently, and s1nce rema1ned in Inuvik.
Th1s exc]uded from ana]ys1s a1l of‘the government off1c1a1s who were
transferred\to Inuv1k from Ak]av1k |
In addition to obta1n1ng ]1sts of mlgrants from these three key
[/peop]e and comp111ng a JO]Ht list, each m1grant interv1ewed was asked
whether any additional m1grants could be. 1dent1f1ed who did not appear ’
.don the Tist. The three 11sts which were orlgInally comp1]ed d1d not
dlffer very much from one another afid therefore may be taken to. be
Areasonab]y accurate , The f1na1 11st amounted to 110 separate househo]ds
which had m1grated to Inuvik from Aklavik., R ~J

The addresses of these ‘1190 househo]ds were obta1ned from var1ous

1nformants Flrst]y the -addresses of m1grants 11v1ng in renta] hous1ng

were . obta1ned from a Hous1ng Assoc1at1on representat1ve -M1grants ]1v1ng“

in the1r own houses on"Co op H1]1"were 1ocated by one key re51dent

hwho 11ves there (see F1gure 9) The rema1nder of m1grants from Ak]av1k

15



who Tive in their owi'houses in Ihuvik were 1dcated by a taxi driver.

~ Representatives of 96 of the 110 househg]ds were 1nterv1ewed
The rema1n1ng 14 househo]ds appearlng on the 1ist were omltted because f‘
no representat1ve could be contacted for 1nterv1ew, w1th the except1on
of one- case where the person refused to answer the questions. Each house
was v1s1ted three or four t1mes at different. periods of the: day, but no
"one in the remainlng 13 househo]ds could be contacted. ~

iew 1tse1f (Append1x A) was condutted 1nforma]]y
L

altho gh'wi hfa strujtured set of questions. The questions were

- essen 1a] in order to obta1n the 1nformat1on requ1red s1nce the ethn1c
variety and I1ngu1st1c diversity necessitated a f]ex1b1e formulat1on of
~each quest1on Rare]y was an attempt made to wr1te down ‘the answers to

the quest1ons in front of the 1nterv1ewee since this tended to arouse " ’;>_
suspicion and reduced the 11ke11hood of obta1n1ng 1nformat1on However, o
1mmed1ate1y after 1eav1ng each house the answers- were wr1tten down. on

the "quest1onna1re" form The 1nterv1ews took from ten m1nutes to three
_hours depend1ng on 1nd1v1dua1 c1rcumstances and the cooperat1on of the

' 1nterv1ewee w1th an average of about twenty m1nutes for each 1nterv1ew

| There are obv1ous 11m1tat1ons to th1s method wh1ch must be
1nd1cated F1rst]y, the method re]1ed on memory to. a Iarge extent
"a]though th1s _was not thought to be such a serious 11m1tat1on as m1ght
appear on first cons1derat10n “Since the material was wr1tten dowﬁ
<1mmed1ate1y after the 1nterv1ew was comp1eted 1t is un11ke1y that too

much was forgotten and the 1nterv1ewer had no d1ff1cu1ty in remember1ng

the quest1ons which. were stra1ghtforward Equa]]y 1mportant perhaps,'

4
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was the fact that the quest1ons were not worded in the same way each time
.Both ]1m1tat1ons can be Just1f1ed by reference to the un1que s1tuat1on
which exists in Inuv1k where the popu]ation is diverse -in every way A
f]ex1b]e approach was. cons1dered essent1a1 1f the 1nformat1on requ1red
was to be successfu]ly obta1ned ” | R

An add1tJona1 weakness was the fact that to some extent a sub-
jective 1nterpretat1on of response&s to questions on the part of the -
1ntervxewer may have d1storted the re]1ab111ty of the answers In all
‘cases attempts were made- to reta1n the or1g1na1 word1ng of the inter-
-_v1eweeyon the quest1onna1re, part1cu1ar1y where op1n1ons were asked on .
specific items : However, no doubt an element -of sub3ect1v1ty entered ‘
”1nto both the" formu]at1on of the quest1ons dur1ng ‘the. 1nterv1ew, and 1n
the wr1t1ng down of the answers.. . . ' o . |

A further weakness lies 1n the 1dent1f1cat1on of m1grants No -

' tdoubt the 1ist of m1grants comp11ed by the three key Inuv1k res1dents and
extended by quest10n1ng each 1nterv1ewee was not an exhaust1ve 11st of -
-a]] m19rants from Ak]av1k to Inuvik. ’ However other methods such as
reference to voters' 11sts or. Med1ca1 reg1sters for d1fferent time
per1ods were e1ther 1mposs1b1e due to the 1naccuracy of the records, or
the1r non- ava11ab1]1ty, or were cons1dered to be 1ess usefu] than the
method emprpyed L - " }5 | ‘la "f': .ﬂ.. N

;\jhklav1k strUCtured 1nterv1ews were carrled out on a house to
E house bas1s amongst permanent Ak1av1k re51dents A representat1ve of :
each househo]d was 1nterv1ewed (Append1x B) in the same manner as in -
';Inuv1k a]though the 1nte#v1ews were 1onger, averag1ng th1rty to forty-
”-f1ve m1nutes each and frequent]y repeated v151ts were made to certaln o

. househo1dswhereres1dents were part1cu1ar1y cooperat1ve One hundred



and three 1nterv1ews were conducted out of a tota] numbgr of ]30 pe rma-

nent' househo]ds E1ght of the 103 1nterv1ews were gonducted w1th a

re51dent of a househo]d where an 1nterv1ew had a]ready been he]d " There-

~ fore 35 househo]ds were m1ssed a]together This was due to the fact
that no member of the fam11y cqu}d be contacted dur1ng the study per1od
‘"f The members of these families were out .at fish camps on the De1ta down |
at the coast wha]mng or engaged 1n seasonal emp]oyment elsehwere for

. dlfferent periods in the summer Inc]uded amongst these omissions were

representat1ves of both the most stab]e e1ement of the commun1ty and the

most mob11e The most stab]e element consider Ak]av1k as their permanent

_‘home and engage in trad1t1ona1 resource harvest1ng act1vities on'thea'

De]ta for var1ous per1ods ‘The: most mobwle are engaged in seasona] wage

‘ emp]oyment outs1de the Ak]av1k area for varlous per1ods One f1sh camp
'f1ve m1Tes downothe West Channe] from Ak]av1k was a]so Included as a i

- separate househo]d since the. res1dents or1entat10n 1s who]]y towards

_Ak]av1k ‘ R P

| There are further 11m1tat1ons to the 1nterviews conddhted in

‘Ak]av1k in add1t1on to those ment1oned for. Inuv1k In most cases only

one member of the household was- 1nterv1ewed usua]]y the head or the

:.spouse as 1n Inuv1k However, 1n cases of fam111es w1th m1grant mem-~

}bers, the person 1nterv1ewed was not a]ways the m1grant, and a]though

| quest1ons were asked about the mob111ty of other fam11y members,,

fobv1ous]y the 1nter1ewees cou]d not g1ve flrst hand 1nformat1on as to "r .

the mot1vat1on beh1nd the move In _some househo]ds two peop]e were -
,1nterv1ewed e1ther because two fam111es ]1ved under the same roof and

'had d1fferent m1grat1on patterns or because two 1nd1v1duals,1n the

18

/

househo]d had very d1fferent m1grat1on h1stor1es and both were ava11ab1e -

e
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for interview;,

. - METHODS OF ANALYSIS
N . . :

-The demograph1c data for Ak]av1k\were ana]yzed by a computer

h»(IBM 360/67) ‘ For each res1dent 1nformation was - fed 1nto -the- computer oo

as to househo]d number, status with1n houSehold date of birth, sex, -

A

ethnic or1g1n permanent, seasona] and previous: occupat1ons home owner- B

'sh1p status, mar1taﬂ status, b1rthp1ace, courses comp]eted grade com- -
vpleted number of years of schoo]1ng, p]ace of education,. number of : h
| chl}dren and whether a quest1onna1re was comp]eted or not S1mp]e fre¥
i quency ca]cu]at1ons were carr1ed out, and cross tabu]at1ons made The

w\comp]eted ‘interview forms for Ak]av1k and Inuv1k were also ana]yzed by '

v /
: the computer and similar ca1cu]at1ons were made SV .

'LITERATUREVREVIEW‘

» A deta11ed b1bllography has been 1nc1uded at the end of th1s .
' thes1s and therefore 0n1y mater1a1 Wt ch was dxrectly re]ated to the
‘researchlprOJect and wh1ch was found tg,be the most. usefu] 1s 1nc1uded
Mackay (1963) 1s the best source of 1nformat1on about the phys1;x
_;ca1 background of the Mackenz1e Delta and Ak]av1k s s1te is descr1bed 1n ;

%deta]l The h1stor1ca] background of Ak]avik 1s dea]t w1th very ade7

_quate]y in two of the Mackenz1e Delta Research Papers by WOlforth (1§65 -

"~ and 1971) H1s reports co]]ect together a]] the: 1mportant 1nformat1on

*'from other h1stor1ca1 records wh1ch were used to fo]]ow,AklaVIk s growth~f
L \.

dand deve]opment and are 11sted in the U]b]lography

\
The reasons for the dec1s1on to estab11sh Inuv1k have also been

~we11 documented by Robertson (1955, 1956) Merr111 (1960) Boek and

AL



Boek {IQQQ);‘and Honigmann and.Honigmann.(]Q]O)."Robertson (as Deputy °
Minister of Northern Affairs and National Resources),"and Merr111

'(D1str1ct Adm1n1strator, Fort Smlth) deal str1ct]y withs the h1stor1ca1

growth pf Ak]av1k between 1912 and 1953 by which time it had become the

--magor town of the Western Arct1c as the "muskrat cap1ta]" of the North

‘ and the ch1ef adm1n1strat1ve centre .~ The reasons ‘for the move of

| o
Ak]avwk are descr1bed 1n deta11 by both authors and the requ1rements of

‘ the new s1te are d1scussed Each author then goes on to descr1be how
~ the’ Inuv1k S1te,came to-be chosen as the 1ocat1on of the "New Ak]av1k "
| ' “In an unpub11shed report Boek and Boek (1960) approach the -
',problem from a d1fferent perspective These two anthropo]og1sts were
commiss1oned%by the NorthernvCoord1nat1on Research Centre 1n Ottawa to
;ﬂodetermfne the reasons for res1stance to the move on the. part of Ak]av1k
3ire51dents as we]] as to make. recommendat1ons regard1ng both Ak]av1k
: -and Inuv1k ~ The dec1s1on to. move is d1scussed from the po1nt of view
of ]oca] reSIdents rather than from the v1ewpo1nt of government adm1n1s-
'trators and eng1ne‘55 The Boeks report offérs a usefu] h1stor1cal
”recordﬁof the 51tuat1on in Ak]av1k and Inuv1k in 1955 However the
report is very subJectlve 11tt1e attempt 1s made at ana]ys1s of data
p.wh1ch is presented at’ great length in tabu]ar form, and the report 1s
badly organ1zed These factors Timit its usefu]nessx .

Hon1gmann and Hon1gmann (1970) present a usefu] perspect1ve on

the deve]opment of Ak]av1k s1xteen years aftér the dec1s1on was taken -

20

,to bu11d Inuv1k The focus of their study 1s on Inuv1k but they discuss h '

jthe reasons for the move of Ak]av1k at some 1ength Spec1f1c aspects

: of Ak]av1k S soc1a1 and economlc structure are dea1t w1th 1n other -

‘reports /SmJth (]968) exam1nes the year]y cyc]e of econom1c act1v1ty g



-

'

' for people living off the land which provides a useful source of infor-
mation re1evant to Ak]av1k hunters and trappers Clairmont's studies
in 1962 and 1963 deal spec1f1ca11y w1th the prob1ems of a]coho] abuse
and other dev1ant behav1our in Aklavik. In the later report other
aspects of- Ak]av1k N 1962 socio- econom1c structure are also. dea]t w1th
and th1s report is therefore usefu] as a base]1ne of information for
that t1me | | |
Cooper (1967) dea]s w1th the techno]og1ca1 aspects of the Mac-

kenz1e Delta and refers spec1f1ca11y to Ak]av1k dea11ng with the
prob]ems of heat, 11ght and e1ectr1c power, and water supp]y and sewage
disposal in the settlement. He1nke (1974) prov1des the most up- to date'
published source of . 1nformat1on about the municipal serv1ces in Aklavik
| and Tists. several recommendat1ons fgs upgrad]ng the system. More
. spec1f1ca]1y A report ona Water Supp]y Study for Ak]av1k (1974) sup—
p11es information about’the proposed changes 1n water supply.

\ Two reports appeared 1n 1967 wh1ch provide deta]]ed 1nformat1on
“about Aklavik one year after the off1c1a] federa1 government recogn1t1on
of the future ex1stence of Aklavik. The Ak]av1k P]ann1ng Report and

I

f_Deve]opment Plan cons1ders the phys1ca1, soc1a1 and econom1c background

to Aklavik and the contemporary s1tuat10n with respect to soc1a1 cond1-
t1ons, fac1]1t1es and ut111t1es B1ssett S. report is less ana]yt1ca]

" and- more’ descr1pt1ve However h1s stat1st1ca1 data are usefu] part1cu-‘h"'
1ar1y 1nformat10n concern?ﬁ@ emp]oyment and 1ncome for the m1d ]9605 R

_-wh1ch are not 1nc1uded in the Aklavik P]ann1ng Report

- The most useful, deta11ed and up to-date 1nformat1on about

Aklavik 1s conta1ned in Gemini North s Soc1a1 and Econom1c Impact of O

the Proposed Arct1c Gas P1pel1ne in- Northern ‘Canada, - pub]1shed.1n:‘




22

May 1974. Th1s seven vo]ume report contaids information about the cur-
rent situation to the end of 1973 with respect to. popu]at1on, 1abour
force, income, soc1a1 problems, hou51ng, hea]th employment and the
traditional economy in the Mackenzie Delta. The primary purpose of the
report is to assess the "otential socio- -economic. 1mpact of -the- proposed
natura] gas p1pe11ne in the M- ckenz1e Delta. Each settlement is examined
in turn, and the probab]e impact of developments IS Ppredicted in each (:f’_\\
case. ThlS is a very valuable report despite the fact that 1t is.
written for a particular purpose, since it prov1des an exhaustive study
of the contemporary soc1o econom1c Situation and a]so predicts future
changes which mlght occur due to developments in the reg1on

Desplte the p]ethora of research reports on var1ous aspects of
the North which have reTevance for Ak]av1k there 1s a dearth of mater1a¥$ﬂ
on popu]at1on Some -reports have been pub11shed dea11ng with population &

in the Northwest Terr1tor1es genera]]y, or the Mackenzie Delta specif1c-

ally (see part1cu1ar1y Chang Mei Lu and: D C. Emerson Mathur1n, 1973)

However, no case studies have‘been presented and: no deta1]ed m1grat1on

<

analyses have been attempted The concerh of this research is to f111
'th1s gap 1n knowledge and to prov1de data on wh1ch to base future p?ans

in Ak]av1k _ ‘ - é'“~_ S

'

ORGANIZATION OF THESIS '

i Chapter IT is concerned with the hlstor1ca1 background of

A Ak]avtk up to 1955 part]cu]ar]y as ‘this re]ates to. the focus of the
.research The ‘physical, econom1c and demographlc backgrounds of
'Aklav1k are dea]t'w1th in thlS chapter, and the, reasons for the estab-

'11shment of Inuv1k Chapter III dea]s with popu]at1on mlgratwon dur1ng

~ » . ‘ e
)‘

f



" the Inuv1k construction %§r1od from 1955-61, and is concerned w1th the
volume of movement, the\select1v1ty of migration, the socio-economic
mot1vat1ons 1nf1uenc1ng m7grants, and the permanency of the move.
Chapter IV concentrates on movement and m1grat1on between the two
"sett]ements o"AkIav1k and Inuvik between 1962-74. As well as dea]1ng-

seasona] m1grat1on in response to 8conbm1c factors,

'this_chaptebxfs‘ais concerned with short-term moveménts between the two
settlements in respon e to non- econom1c faEtors

The demographic structure of Aklavik provides thé'centra] theme
fbr Chapter V. . Population character1st1cs 1nc1uﬂﬂng age and sex struc-
ture, education, occupat1on marital status, fam(ly svze, househo]d
size and structure “ethnic or1gln b1rthp1ace, an natura1 1ncrease are

“~all cons1dered 1n th1s chapter Chapter VI revea]s he economic and

social situation in Ak]av1k at the Ppresent time and 1s oncerned w1th

the economic base of Ak]av1k mun1c1pa] services and rec

o

'fac1]1t1es, transportat1on and commun1cat1on, hous1ng, retail fac111t1es,'“

23

educat1on hea]th facilities, and soc1a1 we]fare The adequacy of the = ”

-

fac111t1es and the ava11ab111ty of emp]oyment are’ re]ated to the s1ze
and structure of the popu]at1on Conc]us1ons are stated in Chapter VII

vtogether with a d1scuss1on .of future plans and prospects for Ak]av1k



CHAPTER I1

-~

7"t:7'”" ~ THE GEOGRAPHIC SETTING .

"Ak]avfk?s major development problem is the townsite itself. . . .

. (Gemini North, 1974) .

 PHYSICAL BACKGROUND . "
~ AKlavik is located on the left bank of the Pee] Channel on a
promontory of 1and around which the river makes a sharp turn to the:
northwest (see Figure 2). Three m11es downstream from the setthment
/ the river becomés known as the West Channel of the Mackenz1e R1ver .
The Macke£§1e De]ta is the. twelfth- largest r1ver de]ta in the wor]d d\:;
extending for 150 miles from Point Separat1on to the. Beaufort Sea. fts»,f'f SN
. maximum width is about f1fty m11es The R1chardson Mounta1ns rls1ng‘_‘ , ;>ﬂ
to 2 500 feet ten miles west of Aklavik, form the western boundary to
“the de1ta “and the eastern boundary 1s formed by the Car1bou H111$,
rising to.a 500 feet p]ateau Approx1mately half of the deltal 1s |
coy\red with water in the form of myr1ads of 1akes and innumer ble smal}( | :h';
channe]s (Mackay, 1963) The rema1nder of the de]ta area cons sts '

l 7

| mainly of s11t covered by muskeg ~The level area of - the “Felta is-a; fh '-'“‘\j -
3max1mum of ten t(if??teen feet above norma] r1ver 1eve1 and much of .
: th1s area is f]ooded dur1ng spr1ng break ~up (Merr111 1960) v
h | ‘The numerous 1akes and channe]s prov1de an ideal hab1tat for e fué;;)
fur-bear1ng spec1es part1cu1ar1y muskrat (1oca11y termed S1mp1y "rat“)f ) ':x

and for f1sh both of which p]ay an 1mportant part in the trad1t1ona1

oM -

-?43tf"
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economy . 'Most’1akes in the De]ta are sha]]ow, and dur1ng winter have an
verage of two - feet of ice and four feet of water Th1s tota] depth of
about s1x feet xs near]y opt1mum for muskrat The muskrat popu]ation
breeds 1n the lakes where there 1s an abundance of decaying organ1c hkd‘
mater1a1 on the 7ake “beds” for food At freeze up in October the muskrat
makes a ho]e in the 1ce and pushes decay1ng vegetable matter through
the hole onto the 1ce surface . This "push-up," or feed1ng place 1s

\venlarged,durfng the winter, and trappers set traps at these po1nts in .

.ffmid-April before break-up. In May. and June after the “ice has begun to

-break up, muskrats are shot Shootlng reduces the qua11ty of the fur,
but greater numbers can be taken w1th 1ess effort than trapplng and
shootlng ‘has therefore been used extens1ve1y 1n the last ‘two decades

Ak]av1k 1s bu1]t on a f]oodp]ain constst1ng of strat1f1ed f1ne E

“ sands and organwc s11ts,of Cons1derab1e th1ckness vAccord1ng to :

Maka]e et a] (]967) these sands and s1]ts are th1rty-f1ve feet th1ck and-
have a very high natura] m01sture content "Coarse pebb]es are a]most
tota]]y absent Permafrost 1s contlnuous throughout the sett]ement at

; o
depths of one to three feet from the surface, extend1ng down to 1 000 feet

\

‘-

2

“

beneath the surface Subsurface 1nvestlgat1ons 1n 1953 for the construc-zgi'

t1on of a new schoo] revea]ed that approx1mate1y 60 per cent of the’i*~.

= frozen so11 con51sted of ice (Merr1]1, 1960, p. -53). The top "actlve ""

1ayer" me]ts in summer and the comb1natifn ‘of silt and water produces
th1ck ‘mud, espec1a1]y after heavy ra1n kubsurface dra1nage is: 1mpos- S

s1ble due to the presence of permafrost, and staqnant poo]s of water

T

Tevel -and th1rty feet above sea 1eve1 and flood1ng 1s a. frequent phenpme- 1g-:}yf-r

non dur1ng spr1ng break up (Maka]e et al, 1967 p 1)

oL

_form on the surface The settlement is only ten feet above summer=river ' :_ SR



its h1ghf1at1tude (68°13'N. ) and second]y the fact that the Arct1c Ocean.‘ ‘

{

Two dom1nant factors 1nf1uence the c11mate of Ak]av1k

. s a cold ocean (Cooper, 1967, p. 7/ The sun s rays str1ke the earth

; ‘ThTS is compensated for to some extent by the 1ncreased length of day in

‘
'

]

erst]y,

at a smaTT angle 1n thh Tat1tudes and the energy rece1ved is also  small.

- summer.

The cold Arct1c Ocean has little moderat1ng influence on temp-

erature and:'Aklavik is character1zed by Tong, co]d winters and short

warm summers.

b

extends from m1d June to the end of August

Tore reTat1veTy short seasons

15°F., the max1mum mean 1s 22 F and the m1n1mum mean 1s 8° F

temperatures range from -62°F

Winter extends from late September to m1d -May, and summer

in February to 93° F.

Spr1ng and’ faTT are there—

The annual da11y mean temperature s .

Extreme

in Jufy (see.

TabTe 1). The annua] number of@ﬁggree days1 is 18, 017 com%ared w1th

Toronto s 6,827, and Vanc0uver s 5,515 (Cooper 1967 p. 9)

The other f1ve winter months have average. temperatures of' —TO°F to O“F

N1nter mean month]y temperatures are be]ow 32°F for e1ght

months, w1th December to Februagy extremely co]d ( 17 F. to -20°F. )

-

The Tength and conness of the w1nter mean that the r1ver channe]s are -

-May 28 and June 15 and freeze -up between October 9 and 12

o

50 F.

1n Ju]y and August

. covered ‘with ice for most of the year

Temperature ranges can be quite extreme from

-\,'

Break up usuaTTy occurs between

day to day, eSpec1a11y if a ch]nook occurs

: temperatures rise above 4G°F on]y in June JuTy and August, and above

The annual tota] prec1p1tat1on is low, averag1ng 7 7 inches

Mean month]y

P
a

per annum, 56 per cent of which fa]]s as snow. SnowfaTT 1s approx1mate]y

" number of

65°F .

s

]There are as many degree days 1n a s1ngTe_caTendar day as the'

(Cooper

1967 p 6)

Y

degrees by which the day s mean temperature falls beTow

n,_ |
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43 inches w1th maximums in 0ctober and November (see Table 1) Every

month except February and May rece1ves at Teast 0.4 inches of prec1p1- :

j tat1on, with the max1mum occurr1ng in the form of ra1nfa11 1n Ju]y and
' August The preva?11ng w1nd atgAklav1k is from the northwest . The ;
sett]ement is she]tered w1th w1ﬁd§peeds of only 6.0 m11es per hour |
vfor January, 7.4 m1]es per hour: for Apr11 7 miles per hour for Ju]y,
and 6.2 miles per hour for 0ctober _The highest hohrl;\w1nd-

' .speeds’ occur in Apr11 W1th an average w1ndspeed of 39 m11es per "

hour. . ~ ‘
| Aklav1k 11es 1n the subarct1c deflned in terms of a tundra/
forest d1v1d1ng 11ne (Mackay, 1964, p 153) th1rty m1]es south of the .
tree Tine in the borea] forest zone. However, inland from the tree—

11ned channe] banks vegetat1on is ch1ef1y of the muskeg and marsh type

Trees and brush have been c]eared from the sett]ement 1tse1f w1th mlnor =

.exgept1onst A small stand of balsam ‘poplar (Popu]us balsam1fera) occurs
in the Ang]1can church area about ten feet above r1ver Tevel, and a few
'spruce trees (P1cea sgp ) have been p]anted e]sewhere n the communlty.

The. chief spec1es 1n the area around Ak]avvk are wh1te spruce (P1cea.

glauca) on the’ h1gher ground at an e]evat1on of about twenty feet above |

" river Tevel, w1th w111ows (Sa11x spp ) and a]ders (A]nus sp ) occupy1ng
the lower areas be]ow ten feet above r1ver leve] Ba]sam poplar ( opu]us

ba]sam1fera) and some b]ack spruce (P1cea mar1ana) occupy the area to

vthe south of Ak]av1k

HISTORiCAL‘BACKGROUNu'TO 198 N

SN

Originrof Ak]av?k 191? 1919

The sett]ements of the reg1on st111 ref]ect the or1g1na1 reasons :
' for. the1r ex1stence (Cooper ]967, p 7) - _ , S

\\
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In 1912 the Hudson's Bay-Company established a post at-Pokiak.

' Pointbopposite_the-present‘site‘of Aklavik, and in 1915 the'Nbrthern*

Trading Company joined it. .The establishment of these'trading posts ﬁ# i
was in response to severa] factors The. perlod 1ead1ng up to 1912 saw

a sh1ft in hunt1ng patterns of both the Kutchln Indians and the Esk1mo

- peop]es towards ‘the Mackenz1e De]ta 1tse1f This was part]y due to an

1ncreased 1nterest in: the fur trade in response to r1s1ng pr1ces for a]]

¥Urs and particu]ar]y'toa grow1ng 1nterest in muskrat Inadd1t1on the

dec11ne in commerc1a1 wha11ng on the coast after 1905 and the decl1ne

_ of gold mining in the Yukon after the f1rst decade of the twent1eth

—_—

century, focussed both native and wh1te southern entrepreneur1a1 atten-

t1on on new areas. Muskrat pr1ces did not rise as much as other furs; |
t N

. but 1arge quant1t1es’cou1d be taken at break -up with a re]at1ve1y sma]]

v expendlture of effort ’ "It was: th1s cons1deratlon more than any other 5'

wh1ch made the Mackenz1e De1ta the area in wh1ch muskrat are espec1a1lya:;
pro]:f1c attract1ve to both the Kutch1n and Esk1mo people“ (WO1forth,
1971, p 43) The sh1ft in trapp1ng act1v1ty towards the De]ta was :‘v
para]le]ed by a correspond1ng sh1ft 1n trad1ng act1vity Ak]av1k was.
estab11shed to secure for_Canad1an bus1ness 1nterests an’ 1ncreased share[

of Esk1mo trade which had prev1ous1y been the monopoly of - wha]er-traders

- operat1ng from San Franc1sco v1a the Ber1ng Stra1t to the Arct1c Coast

- ‘,-‘0

Aklavik's maJor 1mportance arose from 1ts centra] 1ocat1on in the‘Delta;.
and the s1gn1f1cance th1s gave 1t as the pr1nc1pa1 trading post for o
muskrat . ' ’ ' ‘ ‘ o ' k
| St 1s s1gn1f1cant that the trad1ng posts themse]ves were not the:.x73v
bas1s for permanent sett]ement The trad1ng posts cou d eas11y sat1sfy

the needs of the- popu]at1on by jnfrequent V1S]tS to the posts (WOlforth :j7

o
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Ny 1965 Jp' 5) HOWever, other 1nst1tut1ons, 1nc1ud1ng the m1ss1ons ‘and -

lTater schoo]s and hosp1tals necess1tated more #requent v1s1ts to the

L sett]ement and prov1ded a more permanent basls for sett]ement. In 7919h

| an Ang]1can«m1§51on was: estab11shed in Ak]av1k and was the first. bu11d-ﬂfﬂﬁ‘“x'”m
' 1ng on the west bank. of the r1ver, and it was around the m1ss1on that k-;‘f:
: the sett]ément grew up, and not around the trad1ng posts. In 1919 the“h

. Northern Trad1ng Company, and 1n 1924 the Hudson S Bay Company were
forced to re]ocate on the west bank to prov1de trading serv1ces to the‘
'grOW1ng settlement around the Ang]1can mlss1on ~The' re]ocat1on of the
f'trad1ng posts was part]y 1n response to d1ff1cu1ttes exper1enced in \

'7dock1ng river steamers at Pok1ak Po1nt, andpartlydue to a greater con--h
centrat1on of popu]at1on on. the west bank at the sett]ement wh1ch came to

be known as Ak]av1k--an Eskimo word mean1ng "P]ace of the Brown Bear,"ﬂ _t‘

"y.or "P]ace of the Barren Land Grlzz]y Bear "’

1920-1929 LT e R R
| The estab]1shment of Aklav1k 1n the heart of the muskrat breed-
1ng area in the Macken21e De]ta emphas1zed the econom1c 1mportance of
'muskrat Pr1or to the estab11shment of Ak]av1k marten m1nk fox and

_ .;beaver had dom1nated the economy and muskrat fur was un1mportant (B]ack
:.w'1961 p- 63) Rap1d1y rws1ng pr1ces for muskrat from 1900 when muskrat
"pe]ts were of 11tt1e va]ue commerc1a11y, to $0 50 a pelt 1n 1914, and

| $1. 31 a pe]t between ]921 and 1929 brought an 1nf1ux of trappers 1nto R
'vs:'the area. Wh1te trappers were attracted by the h1dh pr1des and they

' 1ntroduced new techn1ques 1nc1ud1ng stee1 t%ﬁps and the 22 ca]1bre |
'Vrr1f1e S o R f,' ;._“_‘fi;;}: ) lff’:g;”;f{f f“f'.f S

After the F1rst WOrld War severa] other trad1ng posts were .
o8
estab11shed at AkTav1k many of wh1ch lasted on]y a short peraod of t1me.1.

2



~ Both large and sma]] trad1ng compan1es were represented together w1th
f'1ndependent traders ‘H. Liebes and Company was said to be the first
.-

,utrad1ng company at’ the present Site of Akéav1k (Usher 1971 p 90), and

e was estab11shed 1n 1918 Lamson and Hubbard opened a trad1ng post An-

"A1920 and th1s was fo]]owed by many sma]]er 1ndependent traders during

“the 1920s. Near]y all these posts were short- 11ved 1ast1ng an average :

of three years each wh11e fur pr1ces were high (see Table 2).

| A]] of the trad1ng posts were supp11ed by the Mackenz1e system '

' by transportat1on under the contr01 of e1ther the Hudson s Bay Company

or the Northern Trad1ng Company, with the except1on of~H§ L1ebes and

'Compmlhmh was supphed byCaptain T. Pedersen v1a the)Bermg Stra1t
Ak]av1k became the scene of f1erce compet1t1on between the trad-':'

1ng compan1es dur1ng the 19205 and th]S, together w1th 1mprovements in

transportat1on fac111t1es encouraged pr1ces to fa]l to the 1eve1 of '

‘Herschel Is]and Pr1or to th1s t1me 1ower p:1ces could be ma1nta1ned at[t_

’ ;Hersche] Is1and due to cheaper transportat1on Y1a the Ber1ng Stra1t.

‘»'Ak]av1k successfu]]y captured both: the Esk1mo trade from the coast and

' ”.'some of the. Peel’ R1ver Kutch1n trade as both groups were attracted to

:_'the De1ta Ak]av1k became the dom1nant trad1ng post after 1925
'espec1a]1y for the muskrat trade and overtook Fort McPherson »

During the 19205 many fac111t1es were estab11shed in Ak1av1k
:'and the sett]ement expanded rap1d1y In- 1922 the R.C. M. P headquarters
| was transferred from Fort McPherson construct1on began on the bu11d1ngs v_fﬁ'v~'
| for the Ang]1can m1551on, and the f1rst post off1ce 1n the Western -

B :Arct1c was estab11shed A survey party 1a1d out the tOWn31te 1n ]922
2and 1n 1923 construct1on began on a hosp1ta1 (WOlforth, 1971, p 46)
“In 1925 a Royal Canad1an Corps of S1gnals Stat1on was estab11shed7ﬁﬁr“



“ Kost

TABLE 2

TRADING COMPANIES AND INDEPENDENT TRADERS AT AKLAVIK, 1912-T0 PRESENT

B Mack1e, Stan]ey o o 1966

P

Trad1ng ‘Company or - Date of : -Date. _
Independent Trader - . Establishment of Closure ‘
- Hudson's Bay Company (Pok1ak Po1nt) 1912 - 71924
Northern Traders Limited (Pok1ak|Po1nt) 1915 S 1919
. Hudsonts Bay Company (Aklavik) 1924 o : Present
Northern Traders Limited (Ak]av1k) 1919. . 1938
* H. Liebes and Company ‘ 1918 1921
Lamson 'and Hubbard _ ‘ 1920 1924
* Cunningham : 19227 - .19247? ..
Warner, H. - - S 1 ' 19227 - 19247
. Day, William - .. . ) 1926 - . 1930
- Eckhard, A. N, P. Co 1927 4 1933 -
" Miller, A. J. . - 1927 S j 1929? :
Hamdo%and Alley L 19297 119322
rs. V. ' S . 1930 1948
Parsons_ﬁ. L o 1932 . 1936
Peffer, H. E. . o - 1932 - 1961
Douglasy W. W.. 1937 19417
- Jones,  James Lee, and Ross ‘W, w 1938 . - 19471 .
Douglas, John H. - ‘ -0 1939 - 1947
Lang, Knud H. , L . 194 . 1964
-ANorr1s,Ad01phus . - s - .1942 1958
. -Day, William I 1942 . 1943 .
Shubin, Saul E o - 1943 v 194
Pines, Roy - ' - 1945 \} 195Q -
Semmlier, L..F.- . ‘ o, 1946 / - 1956
Jones, James Lee. o ‘ 1947 - .19497?
- Boxer, A. J. . . S 1950/ RPN ‘ 1953
. Mackie, Stanley e 1951 ¢ S e 1952
:Strong, William S 1954 »,‘{ VS 19562
Lacombe, ‘Ernest o oo« 1959 ¢ ,'I'tgéf,‘ 1966
Aklavik Fur Garment Cooperat1ve 1964 j, AL . Present -
el T . Present.

‘ SOURCE: - Usher; 1971, Fur Trade Posts of the Northwest Terri torie:

S

1870-1970, NSRG 71-4, Northern Science Research Group,.
s Department of Ind1an Affawrs and. Northern Deve]opment
~ Ottawa. ' o : ,

EEEE T
R

. comp]eted and the Roman Cath011c mlss1on bu11t a hosp1ta1 in 1927

‘c1nes were supp11ed by the government (Jenness, 1964 P, 45)

\

in 1926 a Roman Catho]1c mtss1on By 1926 the Ang]1can hosp1ta1 yas/’/ '

L e

}Medl-
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By the end of the decade tranSportat1on and communlcation Tinks
‘had improved consvderab]y The rad1o stat1on was linked to .a chain of
radio stations down the Macken21e Va]]ey to the Delta, and in the Yukon
'Terrltory, wh1ch enabled fur pr1ces 1n the ‘Delta “to be 1mmed1ate]y respon-
1‘ sive to f]uctuatwons in pr1ces in southern fur markets and took much of
~ the risk out of the fur trade In 1929 Commercial A1rways was awarded a
contract to transport mail between Fort McMurray and Ak]av1k so that
Ak1av1k rece1ved EIth mail de]1verﬁes each w1nter 1nstead of two by dog
team (Zaslow, 1957, p. 210) Transportat1on along the Mackenz1e R1ver :‘
was also improved 1arge]y as a result f: compet1t1on for. fre1ght between' . VAL
" various companies. River transportaflon was under the contro] of e1thér
the Hudson's. Bay Company or the Northern Trad1ng Company until 1921 when
the A]berta and Arctic Transportat1on Company Jo1ned them Th1s Company
was purchaséd by the Hudson's Bay Company 1n ]924 Aklavik wa;‘the
northern termIna] of Mackenz1e River steamboat lines” or1g1nat1ng in’ .
Fort McMurray, 1,600 m11es from Ak]av1k Steamer nag1vat1on was broken
by a_sixteen mile portage pass1ng the rap1ds between F1tzgera1d and
VFort Smith. From Fort Sm1th to Ak]av1k the d1stance is 1 300 m11es, and :
‘the: tr1p downstream took seven days in 1927 the return ten days Unt11 |
1924 only two return -trips were made between Fort Sm1th and AkTav1k each
season, but after th1s date bus1ness 1ncreased to such a degree that

three tr1ps were schedu]ed (Toronto Star Week]y, February ]9, 1927)

- DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGES 19]2 1929

Ak]av1k S growth came not on]y through the, regrouplng of popu]at1ons '
around a new sett]ement but also through 10ng distance migration.
_ . ,s-‘, (Hon1gmann, 1970, p. 31)

The ear]y fur trade from 1840 1912 1arge1y exc]uded the Mackenz1e'



Delta which was peripheral to both the Mackenzie Eskimos_concentrated'
a]ong the coast, and thelPee1 Riven‘Kutch1n concentrated in the moun-
tains between the Peel and Yukon Rivers The Delta was used by both
.groups for summer f1sh1ng but cons1derab1e host111ty ‘existed between
-the- two groups. Dur1ng the wha11ng boom from 1902-12 the Eskimos were
R engaged in coasta] act1v1t1es, and .the K]ond1ke Go]d Rush from 1898 99
: attracted many Kutch1n Ind1ans to Dawson City.
| The period from 1912-29 w1tnessed a shift in the act1v1t1es of
both groups ‘towards the Mackenz1e Delta due to three factors First]y,
.there was an 1ncreased 1nterest in the fur trade 1n1t}ated by high prices
for furs. Secondly, the dec11ne of- commerc1a1 wha11ng fo]]ow1ng the
co]]apse of the market for ba]een and other whale by-products- and the
scarc1ty of game along the coast due to overhunt1ng, focussed Esk1mo
' attent1on on other areas Th1rd1y, the dec11ne of go]d m1n1ng in the
Yukon saw a reor1entat1on of the Kutch1n Indians back towards. the Peel
River. | o
_ M1grat1on of Alaskan Esk1mosto the Delta a]so occurred between
.,‘1915 23. Wh1te fox populations had declined on the .Alaskan- North S]ope,
r.and many A]askan Eskimos were attracted by the deve10p1ng fox trade in
ACanada In add1txon many Alaskan. inland and coasta] Esk1mos had gone
to Hersche] Is]and to engage in wha11ng act1v1t1es durlng the wha11ng
boom, and w1th the dec11ne of wha11ng they moved 1nto the De]ta area.
By 1929 the De]ta area had become the foca] po1nt for the Kutchin :
Indians and for many Esk1mos of Mackenz1e and A]askan orlg1n The'f
coasta] area and the mountainous area between the Peel and Yukon R1vers 1

had become per1phera1 zones by 1929, whereas in 19]2 at the’ t1me of

' the estab11shment of Ak]av1k these were the focal p01nts (see F1gure 4)

.. \\
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: In addit1on to a- convergence of Kutch1n Indlans and. A]askan and .
»Mackenz1e Esk1mos on the Delta, wh1te trappers from the South were -
rattracted by high fur prices Cons1derab1e 1ntermarr1age between aJ]
these groups took place dur1ng this time and a large group of Metis‘

c emerged in the area as. -a result of un1ons between,gjfferent ethn1c groups
: Ak]avik was a. key factor in the convergence of Indlans Esk1mos whites
and- Met1s since 1t provided a meet1ng place for all these ethn1c groups.
Located close to the tree. 11Pe 1t was -an 1dea1 meeting ground fbr the

. trad1tlona11y forest dwe111ng Ind1an and the tundra dwe111ng and

coasta] Eskimo. o o S

+-1930- 1952 _
By. 1930 Ak]av1k was estab11shed as -the. ch1ef centre of thé

,-'.‘._ -

ewestern Arctic, 1n1t1a11y due to its 1mportance as a fur trad1ng post.~

- _ but 1ater by virtue of the adm1n1strat1ve functions and other 1nst1tu—

: t1ons which were estab11shed 1n the settlement Ak]av1k was the most
1mportant centre for economic, educat1ona1, re11g1ous and adm1n1$trat1ve
functions extend1ng from Banks Is]and to Fort McPherson and beyond ,A
(Honlgmann 1970 p. 30) o R m‘zn”

The depress1on of the ear]y 19305 brought an abrupt fa]] in the va]ue

. of pe1ts to & low of $0 31 (B]ack, 1961 p. 64) In the ten years

,between 1920 and 1930 pr1ces of store goods had risen by at 1east
.25 per cent (Jenness 1964 p 50),and!th1s comb1ned w1th the cyc11ca1h

',nature of the fur bear1ng an1ma1s and the ]ow pr1ces for fur, meant *'

© . several years of re]at1ve hardsh1p However, Ak]av1k res1dents suffered .

“less than res1dents in other areas’ of the North due to the abundance _
.-of f1sh and game in the De]ta. | B .“ B g " ;N' o

LA



i 1n 1939 $2 00 in. 1942 and a peak of }4“50 in 1945 (see F1gure 5)

. S
o w1th the South by steamboat and alrcraft gave A ]avrﬁ*even greater

. T [ o o i
. . : R : b . o
T, L . * ., e o . '
\ e . ' vy o b

" The effect of;the fa111ng prices was to e?imlnate some of the -

| sma11er 1ndependent traders estab11shed durlng the 19205 and to concen-;.

- °

trate trad1ng act1v1ty amdngst the 1arger compan1es 1n the settlement--,' o
the Hudson s Bay Compahy ahd the Northern Trad1ng Company In addltibn
50c1a1 act1v1t1es became 1ncreas1ng]y focussed 1n Ak]avik rather than in .
trad1t1ona1 areaScand some h1gher order tentral funct1ons emerged in the

-sett]ement wh1ch acted as the reg1onal adm1n1stratdve centre for the

- &
. . (7 .- . I
surround1ng area.. .. S A‘ﬁ;-‘t e a‘

> "™

The 1ater 19305 represented the heyday of Ak]av1k as schooners v1s1ted

the sett]eMent from Banks Is]and after break- apoand Macken21e Delta. - -
TR e
, Esk1nos traded muskrat in the sett]ement 1n summer before leaving for g

i

domest1c wha]1ng camps at Shlngle Po1nt Wh1tef1sh Stat1on and - ,?"gf, -
K1t1gazu1t (wOlforth, 1971 p. 66).° Though muskrat pr1ces var1ed they
fwere usua]]y cuff1c1ent]y h1gh thprovrde an-adequate 1ncome wh1ch made

the Delta attract1ve to Esk1mos from Tuktoyaktuk and Ind:ans from Pee1

R1ver, all of whcm contr1buted to the~soc1a1 and ethn1c heterogenelty of

the popu]at1on A E L ,” s ,_*g ' ‘ “g o

After a dec11ne in- prices durrng the Depre5510n, muskrat pr1ces L

. . B |
- -

-

'~frose 3ga1n to $1 00 in 1935 (Black, 1961 p 64), and with the " 1ntreased

demand dur1ng and after the Second wOr1d War prices rose aga1n to $1 10

:AGamb11ng and h1gh ]1quor consumpt1on were both very prevalent 1n the

,_commun1ty dur1ng th1s per1od of re]at1ve prosper1ty Increasedtcontact

‘1mportance and th1s was empha51zed by the estab]1shment of more govern-'~

‘;mental and other 1nst1tut1ons there durlng the 19305 "Aklavik - ;ij<{:f:u'"f“

-‘became tﬁe most comp]ex of the sett1ement§)dur1ng the per1od both 1n
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its external re]at1ons, and its 1nterna] morpho]ogy" (WOlforth, 1971

p. 64). I |
e A government- appo1nted medical off1cer moved to Ak]av1k in 1932,
and\he a]so acted as-an- adm1n1strator for the government (McEachern,
1967, p. 53) -In the same year. the Anglican Church emp]oyed a dent1st
who v1s1tedkthe settlement until 1956 (Hon1gmann, 1970, p 40). A few
years later in the mid-1930s Aklavik had a detachment of f1ve R C.M.P. Lo
as many as served Fort Smith (popu1at10n 343) and the 1argest'1agd :
| - detachment in the Northwest Terr1tor1es (Bethune; 1937, pp. 12-48;
;Hon1gmann, 1970, pp 30- 31). Two mission boarding s?hools were opened
in Aklavik about this t1me A‘Roman Catho]ic school was opened in 1929,
, \and the Anglican school was moved from: Shlngle Po1nt 1n 1936 (Jenness, :
»k1964 p. 48) Pr1or to th1s t1me pupils had been sent away to m1ssion .;‘!i_c;f
board1ng schoo]s the Ang]1can board1ng schoo] be1ng 1ocated in Hay |
,R1ver andvtheARoman Cathol1c at Fort Prov1dence The estab]1shment of
res1dent1a1 schoo]s in Ak]av1k ‘ténded to increase the permanency of the
'commun1ty Parents were 1nc11ned to pay more;;requent v1$1t51to Ak]av1k
xto 'see the1r ch11dren However, only a very small’ percentage of ch11d-.
ren were attendrng sch001 at all in the 1930s: Jenness (1964 P. 69)
'}_1ndicates that 93 per cent of the ch1}dren in the Mackenz1e R1ver BJ!'n
were receiving no forma] educat1on whatsoever _ ‘
’A new hosp1ta1 ‘was bd11t in 1937, and an "Industr1a1 Home" in‘l
’v1938 for the “aged and 1nf1rm" (Jenness, 1964) Severa] new trad1ng |
| Posts were estab11shed by soutgsgn wh1te traders who . moved 1nto Ak]av1k -

.in the per1od fol]owang ‘the De ssion in the early 19305 White fox

pr1ces fe]] 1n the de 19305 and severa] former coasta1 trappers;con- 4

centrated the1r act1v1t1es on muskrat harvest1ng around Ak]av1k Pr1or€§-

Lo
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to th1s time most of the: bu11dings had been located between the Roman
‘CathoT1c mission on the west bank of the Pee] Channe] and the Ang]lcan

~ mission around the po1nt of Tand formed by . the r1ver bend. The settle-

'A'ment formed ‘a crescent -shape fo]10w1ng the bend 1n the r1ver, w1th some

1nf1111ng behind. 1In 1932, H E. Peffer opened a store in the scrub
vegetat1on to the west of the Roman Cath011c m1ss1on and the sett]ement
ﬂspread out. in this direction as well aiéxurther infilling behind and
between the two m1ss1ons v' |
Permanent.dwe111ngs were erected in Ak]av1k dur1ng the late .

519305 and 19405 and aTthough tﬂese were by no means occup1ed by nat1ve

5peop1e a]] the year ~the fact.that they were bu1Tt 1nd1cated that v1s1ts R

to "Aklavik were frequent enough for nat1ve peop]e to cons1der it worth-
while erect1ng permanent homes there A fairly marked segregat1on of
natwve and non- nat1ve dwe111ngs was apparent dur1ng the 19405 A further
segregat1on ex1sted between Ind1an and Esk1mo dwe111ngs (Tay]or, 1945,

p '229-30; WOTforth 1971 p. 67) Tay]or‘%escr1bes over a dozen

Indian shacks bu11t 1n the north- west of the settTement These con-

trasted w1th the re]1g1ou ‘tuses and . those occup1ed by Europeans which |

were separated from the nat1ve homes( Most of the European homes con-
is1sted of one- storey frame houses, though there were a Ffew two storey .

homes, and some log cabins. The segregat1on.of nat1ve from non- nat1ve

D

dwe111ngs was ch1ef1y due to econom1c and occupat1ona1 d1fferences wh1ch

1

" led to soc1a1 strat1f1cat1on in Ak]av1k The segregat1on of d1an

pa

from Esk1mo dweJT1ngs was part1a11y ethn1c, but a]so due to the govern- ~j

..

: ment hav1ng reserved Tand for Treaty Ind1an re51dences (see F1gure 6).

Some seasona] empToyment poss1b1]1t1es were ava11ab1e 1n the -

-]

isett]ement due to the growfng number of enterpr1ses and 1nst1tut1ons
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These Jjobs 1nc1uded construct1on trave111ng w1th the R.C. M P.. 5 hau11ng ’

"-goods to outposts or from Hersche1 Is1and cutt1ng cordwood for m1ss1ons

and other organ1zat1ons and work1ng for local merchants (Hon1gmann,’

. ]920,,p, 44). However, no groups of natlvempeople-]1ved.permanent1yr1nsu:,.~m.~

the sett]ement w1th the except1on of children attend1ng school there,
- the sick in hosp1ta]s and the aged and 1nf1rm 1n ‘the Industr1a1 Home
In the- m1d 19405 most'1oca1 res1dents had their permanent homes in. the

- Bbush"®

‘and were transients in tbwn wage earners were marglnal and most .
'peop]e were trappers "The 1ncent1ves to 11ve in the, sett]ement were ag |
‘yet 'slight and government st11] pursued an act1ve p813cy, espec1a11y in
the adm1n1strat1on of re11ef of. keep1ng ;hd1genous peop]e on the 1and“-“-
A(WOH’orth 1971, p. 67). | | |
S However, the 1930s and’ 19405 brought many new. 1ncent1ves for ‘*e
1;nat1ve peop]e to-qu1t the sett]ement ~In add1t1on to the ex1stencenof«~-
.some seafpnal employment poss1b111t1es,.the ava11ab111ty of much-needed
'store goods. and the des1re to v;s1t schoo]chﬁ]dren soc1a1 events were '
la]so‘concentrated.1n_the sett]ement."Most trappers'returned to Ak]av1k.
L to celebrate reiigious festiya]s ‘particuiar1y Christmas and Easter;
and they usua]]y rema1ned 1n the sett]ement until’ after New Year, when
they returned to their: w1nter camps (Hon:gmann, 1970, -p. 48) At the

‘ c]ose of the spr1ng hunt1ng and trapp1ng ;eason conSIderable movement .

| 1nto the: settlement a]soipccurred Al]av1k s popu]at1on a]most doub]edh'

dur1ng,the summer months as trappérs and‘hunters came.1n.to tradeithe1r"'

.;;furs and to join -in the celehrations marking thejend,of'the'mu§krat‘

()

3

séaSon.

2Loca] usage of the. term “bush" is applied- here Nat1ve res15
dents refer to the "bush".ds anywhere outsideé the settlements where _
‘they engage-in trapp1ng, hunt1ng and f1shlgg, regard]ess of the vegeta- N

© tion-in the area.



By 1947, muskrat pr1ces had fa]]en aga1n to $3.00 (Slobodln, -
‘111962), wh1lst trade. goods had r1sen in pr1ce dur1ng the 1nf1at1onary

period fo110w1ng the Second WOrld War The fa]] 1n muskrat prices was j‘ pe

-‘f>not as serious as mhe slump i wh1te fox fur—pr1ces, but was- cons1dered

"serlous enough for the government to 1ntroduce new measures. In 1948 49
reg1stered trapp1ng areas were blocked out vary1ng in 'size from f1ve to ,,’
e1ghty four square m11es w1th an average area of twenty three square

- m1]es (Black, 1961, p. 65) The purpose of these areas was to protect
trappers agafns£ a further 1nf1uxvof "outs1ders",and'to,conserve'the
natural resource. :‘The-new trapping areasfwere'adequate in size when fur
"pr1ces were h1gh but after 1952 fur pr1ces dec11ned even further and |

' the trapp1ng areas were found to ‘be. too sma11 to provide an adequate

" income. By 1958-59 most’ of the trappers agreed to form a "group trap-“

'p1ng area"‘open to anyone ho]d1ng a trapp1ng 11cence from Fort McPherson,

' | Arct1c Red R1ver or Ak]av1k

“ World war Two' had focussed attent1on on the North and had’ 1ed
\

to. increased concern 1n southern Canada for northerners' hea]th educa--~

tion and economlc we]fare Fam11y a110wances were 1ntroduced 1n 1945

'“and 1n 1946 the Department of . Nat1ona1 Hea]th and We]fare took over the

respons1b111ty for deve1op1ng hea]th serv1ces 1n the Arct1c Its budget

Q

was 1ncreased and hea]th measures 1nc1uded an attempt to erad1cate
' tubercu1051s by 1mmun12at1on and to e]1m1nate other d1seases wh1ch 1
v.,aff]1cted the nat1ve popu]at1on Medﬁcal serv1ces and fac111t1es were :;5;

oo
expanded in both the Ang11can and Roman Catho11r hosp1ta1s in. Ak]av1k..
‘:sIn 1950 the Northern Adm1n1strat1on and Lands Branch wascreatedvnth1n o
the Department qf Lands and Resources and th1s branch became respons1b]e

for the deve]opment of educat1ona1 programs A federa] day schoo] was..



't?‘opened 1n Ak]av1k in 1950 In 1953 the federa] Department of NOrthern

, ‘ Affa1rs and Nat1ona1 Resources was formed wh1ch a1med to 1mprove the

we]fare of northern peop]es through an acce]erated expans1on of ser-_

-13v1ces in the f1e1ds of hea]th we]fare, educat1on and econom1c deve]op- ‘__i -

'xment

47

W1th this. 1ncrease and 1mprovement in hea]th we]fare and edu- 1‘~»'

9

cat1ona] fac1]1t1es,Ak1av1k s popuﬂat1on 1ncreased rap1d1y However,.
U'the economic base of Ak]av1k cont1nued to rest a]most tota]ly on the
,unstab]e muskrat ‘trade.- Pr1ces fluctuated dramat1ca1]y dur1ng the period

'¥]930 53 1n response to changes in fash1on and the- cyc]lcal nature of ‘the

fur bear1ng anlma]s The ent1re nat1ve_commun1ty was dependent on trap- g

-ping 1ncome supp]emented by soc1a] ass1stance, ‘and the wh:te commun1ty :

not d1rect1y engaged 1n trapp1ng were 1nd1rect]y dependent on it. In"
1950 Cant]ey stated (p 36). "W1thout muskrat there would be 1ﬁtt1e or
no trade -and w1thout trade the commun1ty would be reduced to 11tt]e more

than a re11ef centre e

Fur pr1ces fell after 1952 and trappers spent longer per1ods 1n

&*

the settlement, rely]ng on we]fare payments to carry them through t1mes .

of. hardsh1p : Trappers turned to government adm1n1strators and pr1vate
v operators for emp]oyment 1n order to support themse]ves and their -
'fam111es k However on]y a 11m1ted number of men and women cou]d f1nd

. Jobs 1n Aklav1k and most of the empToyment was short term and seasona]

"f1n character : To prov1de for add1t1ona1 emp]oyment the government

organ1zed a program of cutt1ng portages and dogvteam tra1ls through the -
j;bush P]ans to. construct- a nﬁw aTrport“an“AKTav1k were abandoned 1n 1948
. In the m1d 1950s a, total of 224 bu11d1ngs covered the town s

96 acres, and a few nat1ve fam111es 11ved across the r1ver at Pokiak

©

©

@r



/Po1nt cr0551ng to Ak]av1k each day for work or schoo] In summer water ,

‘was p1ped from Pump Lake beh1nd the sett]ement and in w1nter ice from

the r1ver was meTted to prov1de water (Hon1gmann, 1970 p. 56)

By 1953 f1ve government departments ‘were represented in AkTav1k L

7“: and together the1r estab11shments accounted for 36.5 per cent of the '
sett]ement s total fixed 1nvestment (Nonorth 1971, p 68) These .
1nc1uded the Department of Northern Affa1rs and Nat1ona1 Resources,
,Department of Nat1ona] Hea]th and Welfare, Department of Transport,
Nat1ona1 Defence. and the RoyaT Canadlan Mounted Police. There were two

_ res1dent1a1 re]1g1ous schooTs, a federaT day schoo] two hosp1taTs, an -

: old people s.-home, a post office, a Roya] Canad]an Navy Compound and a
number of pr1vate commercial enterpr1ses As the centre of" the muskrat

'trade, in terms of adm1n1strat1on educat1on health tranSportatlon

and popuTat1on size, Ak]av1k was the most 1mportant centre in ‘the -

~MWestern Arct1c in 1953 I o B o [ f‘:"'" ok

| ‘DEMOG'RAPHIC :CHA‘NGES,T 1930-1 952 |
,v By 1931.-the popuTat1on of AkTav1k and the surround1ng d1str1ct
was 41], comprls1ng 180 Ind1ans, 140 Esk1mos and 91 wh1tes (Bethune,
11937 p 48). At this t1me nat1ve peop]es were def1n1te1y predom1nant ‘

~

. in the sett]ement w1th approx1mate1y 44 per cent Ind1an, 35 per cent

. Esk1mo and 21 per cent whyxe However, in compar1son w1th other sett]e-5

.fiments 1n the reg1on Ak]av1k had a fa1r1y s1zeable m1nor1ty of wh1tes
of the tota] Lower Mackenz1e popuTat1on 1n ]931 48 per cent were
:_recggn1zed as Ind1an 40 per cent Esk1mo and onTy 12 per cent wh1te o

AT

’ (1b1d)

" The influx of white trappeQS‘into,the areavcontinued until 1938,.. .

a8



after wh1ch no new trapp1ng 11cences were issued (Hon]gmann, 1970 p. 33)

Convergence of ive peop]es on the Ak]av1k area a]so cont1nued par- o
‘_.tlcu]ar1y Eskymfjffattracted by trapb1ng Tncomes - 1n the De]ta In 1941

. the popu]at1on had grown to 757 people, w1th 213 Ind1ans, 377 Eskimos, B

and Roman Catho]1c m1ss1ons (Wherrett, 1945, p. 50 Cockneya 1966 .
p. 13]) The percentage of Esk1mos had 1ncreased substantlally from )

1931, to 49 per ceht of the tota] popu]at1on in 1941 The tota] number

of Indians had a]so 1ncreased but thelr proport1on of the tota] popula—.4 7

t1on dec11ned to 28 per cent. The number of- wh1tes 1n the sett]ement
a]most doub]ed in the decade 1931-41 but the percentage rema1ned
approx1mate]y the same In 1944 Taylor (p. 229) est1mated that approx1-'
mate]y f1fty Indian and f1fty Esk1mo ch1]dren 11ved for tme greater part
of the year- 1n each of the two res1dent1a1 schoo]s, returnlng home . dur1ng
the summer vacat1on Th1s meant that a tota] of two hundred schoo]-
ch11dren a]so 11ved in Ak]av1k for most of the year
Between 1946- 49 another wave-of m1grat10n of A]askan Esk1mos

; took place, in response to theear]1errwse in fur pr1ces " The m1grants j

2 were ch1ef1y E3k1mos from the coasta] zone between Po1nt Barrow and |

f. Barter Is]and and in add1t1on a few Centra] Esk1mos moved 1nto the |
De1ta area from as. far away as Coronatlon Gu]f In 1949-50 the total

_ ‘populat1on of Ak]av1k and the surround1ng area had r1sen to 930 (B]ack
1961 p. 64) Black 1nd1cates that there were a tota] of 216 trappers
trading into Ak]av1k 1n 1949 50 of these 46 or1g1nated 1n the Mac-
kenz7e De]ta, 101 came from e]sewhere in the Northwest Terr1tor1es and

the Yukon Terr1tory, 36 from A]aska, and 33 from other areas. " Black



1ists a dependent popu]at1on of 714 g1v1ng an 1nd1cat1on of ‘the total
,,dependence on’ trapp1ng as. a source of income. .
| " By 1951 Aklav1k and the surrounding coastal‘area from Richards

Island to Pearce Pownt had a tota] populatIon of 1 515 w1th 1 045

‘ Esk1mos 210 Ind1ans, and 260 wh1tes and Met1s (B1ssett 1967 pp 61 62).

B1ssett estimates that approximate]y 600 of these were permanent h :4~
Aklavik res1dents, and whites and Met1s accountedﬁ+or a]most half th1s

‘f1gure (F1gure 7) W1th the 1ncrease in adm1nlstrat1ve education¥! and

i ./‘.

 medical staff,. and the estab11shment of a navy detachment in Aklavik the
trans1ent white popu]at10n had 1ncreased cons1derab1y, and although -
temporary res1dents of the North they were permanent res1dents of
\Ak]aV1k during- the1r t1me in the North ‘The natlve popu]at1on in the

'jsettlement, on the other hand, 1nd1cated cons1derab1e seasona1 fluctua-h
‘ .t1ons, reach1ng a peak dur1ng the summer months when Ak]av1k 5 popu]at1on
. ~.doub1ed i"":' o | ) - ‘ ‘. - ‘v “‘

f ' Federal government agenc1es emp]oyed between twenty flve to
'thlrty off1c1als, represent1ng f1ve federal government departments,_and
const1tut1ng a f1fth of the tota] popu]at1on with the1r fam111es ,
(Robertson, 1955 p 5) In add1t1on, by 1953 400 scheo] ch11dren o
| were educated in Ak]av1k com1ng from the Delta area, the Arct1c coast

'_as far east as Spence Bay, and fromas far south as Fort McPherson..

\
v

Gbid).

i

1953-1 954—'—THE DEC.IsIoN' 70 RELQCATE‘ A‘K,LAV'I'K -

By ]953 the expans1on of government fac111t1es and 1nst1tut1ons

~in Ak]av1k and the accompany1ng rise 1n popu]at1on had g1ven rise. to SOme -

.gproblems The s1te of Ak]av1k though adequate for~the trad1ng posts of

50
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y B | | \
the 1920s was completely inadequate for theveXpandtng government'func-
-tions" In October 1953 the Advisory Comm1ttee on Northern Deve]opment
‘met to consider: the prob]ems of Aklav1k s site Foremost amongst these
prob]ems was the nature of. the ground on wh1ch the town was built. As7
'tnoted prev1ous1y, Ak]av1k is’ under1a1n by a comb1nation of silt and

permafrost wh1ch presents severe construct1on prob]ems Future c]earance

of the 1nsu1at1ng 1ayer of vegetat1on and construct1on of heated build-.

b

Rah ings wou]d resu]t in ground- subs1dence The flatne<s of the terraln

- combined-with the permafrost causes severe dramage mblems Flooding

1s a frequent occurrence at river break- up and 1n 1936 and 1949 there <

were ser1ous floods wh1ch 1nundated the sett]ement

N

The Adv1sory Comm1ttee also noted that the water and sewage
supp]y was patent]y 1nadequate for an, expand1ng popu]at1on and san1ta-
“tion prob1ems m1ght ar1se from the sett]ement 5. 1nadequate sewage dis-
‘posa1 fac111t1es These cou]d on]y be brought 1nto sat1sfactory condl-
‘et1on by an est1mated expend1ture of $1 000 000 (wo1forth 1971 p. 68) :
| " Due to the subsurface cond1t1ons the 1ay1ng of sewers or water ma1ns i
»beneath the surface wou]d cause more prob]ems -and to 1ocate them above
~ground level "wou]d be cost]y and unsat1sfactory for the ex1st1ng town
cond1t1ons“ (Merr]]], 1960 p.: 3) " o : |
Other prob]ems 1nd1cated by the Adv1sory Comm1ttee 1nc1uded the
| ‘_eros1on of the upstream r1ver bank at a rate of five to seven feet each
ib.year and the 1ack of space for expans1on " The town was seen to be '
conf1ned by the bend in the river and by swamps and ponds Expans1on
-71*was thought to be v1ta1 for Ak]av1k to fu1f111 its ro]e ;; the centre'
'.:;of adm1n1strat1on for northwest Canada Lack of grave] for the con-

"-_struct1on of new roads and for a year round a1rport were seen as ~

52
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‘ add1t1ona1 prob]ems Ak]av1k was cut off from all other sett]emen S

tw1ce each year during freeze up and break -up and 1f the communit was
»

53

to serve’ the expand1ng needs of the North in the future _an a11-year rotnd .

o a1rport was cons1dered to be essentia] In add1t1on to the 1ack of
”gravel topograph1c and subsurface cond1tlons made the construct1on ofk
an a]]-year round a1rport 1mpracticab]e Only w1th the expend1ture of
Ivast sums of money could a maJor a1rstr1p be deve]oped (Merr111, 1960,

p. 53) A phys1c1an c]aﬂmed that - frequent mist and fog over Ak1av1k
were respons1b1e for the h1gh rate of resplratory 1nfect1ons and tuber-. -

- cu]os1s amongst the res1dents (Honlgmann, 1970 p 58)

o Some thoudht was g1ven at this t1me to re]ocat1ng Ak]av1k s‘

_tota1 f1xed 1nvestment of $3 000, 000 to a more favourable site at an
est1mated cost of $1 3 m1111on (WOlforth 1971 p 68) In January
1954 an Ak1av1k sub comm1ttee of the Adv1sory Committee on Northern

«_Development was set up, and recommended that re]ocat1on shou]d be.
“carr1ed out 1n three phases F1rst1y, earth work and concrete 1nsta]-
:1at1ons shou]d be constructed at ‘the. new sate, secondlx bu11d1ngs worth

c‘salvag1ng from Ak]av1k shou1d be moved to the new s1te and th]rd]y,w_ )
the federal government shou]d a551st Ak1av1k res1dents to move and make

;hsu1tab1e arrangements for the transfer of ]and (1oc c1t ). )

At th1s stage Aklav1k reSTdents had not. been consu]ted on. the

B proposa1, sznce 1n1t1at1ve had come ent1re1y from Ottawa .and new§ that :

J‘the goVernment p]anned to move the settlement had,come 1n1t1a11y over

. . "‘,\ 33\

. the’ A]askan rad1o in. 1ate 1953 (Jacot 1954 p 24) DéC1s1on to

' relocate Ak]av1k had a1ready been taken at Cab1net ]evel and approval

\ e
.‘:was g1ven to. the re]ocat1on proposa] on December 3rd 1953 0ppos1tlon

x .
“to the prop05a1 1n Ak]av1k "had ne1ther t1me nor the 1nst1tut1ona] .

Vet
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' ‘g'"AkTav1k 1s be1ng moved for the good of 1ts health San1tary cond1t:ons}

at

L o ) N
& N . . ) . ’ L . o » Lo
. » . . - o
‘1

structures to. express 1tse1f" (wOTforth, 1971, p 69), A few days after L

.’the meet1ng’on Decembeg 3rd a refease was made to the Press statlng ol

are unsat1sfactory, water supp]y and sewage d1sposa1 are 1nadequate and
_t are grow1ng worse: year.- by -year*- (Toc cit ) ."';'-Ei L |
{E& Other reasons for the reJocat1on were 1nd1cated by the Depart-
ment of Northern Affalrs A depre551on 1n:fur pr1ces in’ preceding years
ylhad neceSSItated the rehab1]1tat1ve tra1n1ng of many Ak]av1k res1dents‘.
and the prov1sxon of new empToyment was essent1a1a The ]ow.sncomes';”

caused by fa711ng fur pr1ces 1n 1952 had been exacerbated by an 1nf1u—“‘ TT

o “enza ep1dem7c wh1ch had prevepted many trappers from pay1ng off thewr

"'\Aklav1k area in 1952’was est1mated to be $42 000 (]oc‘ c1t ) - 75. .

S

debts to tsaders The total debt of the seven traders operat1ng in the !s;

,:-- -In add1t1on the requ1rements for the new. 51te made exp]1c1t by
_the)bepartment in January 1954 g1Ve a c]ear 1nd1cat1on¢of the ch1ef
“;cr1ter1a ]eadlng to thgzdec1s1on to reTocate Ak]av1k The new 31te was T:if
o ;to be,' conduc1ve to orderTy, eff1c1ent and econom1cal town pTann1ng" ; ::.f :;"t

'*f(Robertson, 1956 p 7). The ground was to’ be sultable for permanent B
v}sewer and water systems; roads, and foundat1ons and there wpu]d have to . :r

‘be a good sqte for an a1rport If poss1b1e the 51te shou]d aTTow fbr |
‘ adequate sewage dlsposa] and grave] and sand shouid be avallable for e

g,bu71d1ng purposes The s1te shoqu be Tocated where it could act as

"-a transhIpment po1nt from r1ver barges to sea—going vesSst In addl- ff{,°-‘
,t1on des1nab]e factors*for the new smte 1nc1uded ava11ab1]1ty of woqﬁ
coa] and water power - 'Ihus pract1ca]1y every crlterma for good fdwngt

4 deV610pment in. that area was cons1dered except for the way of T1Fe of“
R e



iti principal 1nhabitant2" (Boek'and Boek 1960, Chapter. Iff 'p.:6)*.

.. A survey team was estab11shed and seven s1tes were cons1dered
between April and August of wh1ch site East Three on the eastern edge
of the Delta. was cons1dered to be the most su1tab1e “In November ]954
’the Federal Cablnet, upon the recommendatuon of the M1n1ster of Northern~

Resour(es off1c1a]]y decided that the town of. Ak]av1k should" be moved o

:to~the new s1te However East Three,waé in an area of re]at1ve1y scarce*
. ‘.," o « .
atural resources, and "1ts selection showed e1ther a dlsregard for. or

o

a’consc1ous break'w1th a hunt1ng, trapping and f1sh1ng economy“' f' ;\ n

w,

(Wolforth, 1971, p. 71). S

~

Much oppos1t1on’to the move developed in Aklav1k dur]ng the m1d—/
;19505 in the be11ef that the "01d Ak]avxk“ wou]d dlsappear and the “New

Ak]av1k" was 1ocated far from good huht1ng ahd f1sh1ng areas "If'the

,‘

' dec1s1on about’ moV1ng Ak]av1k from 1ts present pos1t1on had been put to .

~a vote in Ak]av1k the outcome would have been qu1te c]ear Inuv1k wou]d

/

®mot ‘have been bu11t to rep]ace it" (Boek and Boek 1960, Chapter III,

. b 4
P 6) ] A relocation committee- of Ak]av1k res1dents was formed@after

LR

,s1te an off1c1a1 f]ew 1n§@‘Ak1avdk to taik w1th Joial r§s1dents Howeve
4 ;ﬁ'%c _,.';." ',»,;,,; o
Quoted by peym1ss1on of A J 'Kerr §h1ef,,Ngrqgexn-6c1ence é? .
Research Group. , , 4 n Vg g _

L VR 4
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"Aklavik res1dents are of\the op1n1on that he had no, *htehest in ta1k1ng

) w1th the1r re13Cat1on coﬁ%1ttee and in exp]or1ng the1r)re;ommeni3t1ons

They feel he had his m1nd made up before. he came theral (ib

n1t1a11y the "Old Ak]av1k" wa:.k;pected.io‘ '%gwmy;‘ahd,

N

.,

MR ey R
relocation of ex1st1ng bu11d1ngs to the "New Ak]avik\ ether with Q. »”2;-

re]ocat1on of popu]at1on over five’ years was to‘vggfmp1§mented H6wever,rn§

the re]ocat1on of px1st1mglxnld1ngs was 1ater found to be 1mpract;gablé ;p ;

W

due to the d1stance of East Three from Ak]av1k (85 r1ver m11es) and dué i
£

to the- sp1ra111ng costs of the proJect (Wo]forth, 1971, p. 71) In , L, =

. add1t]on ar 1ess r1g1d view was adoptedwby the admlnTStraféon to re]oca- '

tion of Aklav1k rz;1dents in the m1d TéSOs 0ff1c1a1 po]1cy -was that -

w

no one wou]d be forced to move, but t at re51dents w1thout trapp1ng

areas or w1th 1nadeqdate s@ﬂrtqs of ncome wouﬁd be ab]e tos find empToy—

ment 1n the new town,\1n1t1a11y on the constrUCt1on, and 1ater in gov- ' uh

\’,‘

e

. other act1v1t1es wh1ch w0u1d deve]o

. b4 . g,
ahsérb young . peop]e fromaa 1andbased,eConomy ﬁnto wage emp1oyment IR
+ 3.& - . Cow
A — o _ ~tﬁ-. Neoas ' - L
¥ ) Quoted by perm1ss1on of A J Kerr Ch1ef' Northern Sc1ence
x ": o - . . s

" ernment service, ma]ntenance and t 4 operat?on of ut111t1es and 1n

IS LA

(1oc c1t Y. - @ S ’-Q;.%;ﬁ

“-From the eari1est stages of d1 cuss1on, 1t séems to have been v
o ﬁgenera]]y retogn1zed that Aklayik would continue -to exist, ‘even
“o-ifrin attpnuated form, in face of attradtions exerted by theroew
sett]emehtf . .-spec1f1ca1]y it was maintained that the govern-
ment was:’prepared to Have a d y schodl at Aklavik ang to see a-
small commun1ty continue to exist there if there were peop]e to
whay”1t wou]d be advantageoui (loc. cit.). - SRR

v

However, 1t was as5umethhat the “New Ak]av1k" (1ater ca]]ed B

Q&

rnuv1k an Esk1mo word mean1ng p]ace of man "y wou]d come to doanate

the reg1on and rep]ace the "Old Ak]avxk" as the ch1ef adm1n1stratﬂve ;;

and 1nst1tut1ona1 centre for the Western Arct1c L eds ng]y 1t ﬁouTﬁ

et

Research Group S e

l' L. . . . .:‘-’4 G e .2? R SR
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"W1th the tarefu1 town p]ann1ng that 1s 1ntended for the new sett]emeniL |

'the Ak]av1P nf the future shoqu be as attract1ve physically as the. old

AkTavik was dlsappo1nt1ng" (Merr111 1960,‘p, 57). R

N
=
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THE CONSTRUCTION PERIQD.OF lguawr.
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Ak]av1k was expected to d1e a natura] deat Indeed it seemed that
“this was going to be.the case, since at f1rst many people left the
settfement to part1c1pate in the constry ct1on of Inuvik and very
- Tittle ‘government capital remafned'oper tive.in Aklavik. However,
after the initial consigction phase at Inuvik many of the prev10us
 residents returned. The governmen$ s to have recogn1zed that”~
Aklavik is there to stay (Erv1n, 196 , P. 2)

The per1od fo]]ow1ng*the mid 29505 was one of great soc1al and

economic change in the Mackenzie De]ta, 1n1t1ated almost tota]ly from

"'out51de the area. The requ1rements of defence and adm1n1strat1on,
eﬁ#&tt1ve1y, Ted to the construct1on of . the D1stant Ear]y warn1ng (DEW)
,‘11ne stat1ons agnos; the Arct1c, and to the estab11shment of Inuv1k in. Jf
“the Macﬁtnz1e De]ta The ava11ab111ty of wage empToyment came at a '
'tﬁme when fur pr1ces were dec]1n1ng and many nat1ve peop]e abandoned
~‘the1r trap 11nes either temporar11y or permanent]y to seek wage 1abour.
. Thisr acce]erated the processes of change which had emerged dur1ng the-'~
‘preced1ng per1od 1ead1ng to a greater permanency of res1dence in the
sett]ement rather than on the 1and There emerged a dichotomy between
”1and based and sett]ement based act1u1t1es and the’ concept o; "dual
: a11eg1ance“ to Tand and town d1scussed by other authors (Hon gmann, .
.1965 Smith, 1967; Ervin, 1968; Wolforth, 1971). R
The processes Teading, to the estabhshmenz‘fél'nuvik were.

;fundament@ ) d1fferen§ from any prev1ous settTemen form1ng processes'

.'in.the aféa.‘ A]] the other Mackenz1e Delta sett]ements had been

'estab]ished to serve the fur trade -and, wh115t the organ1zat10n of the



ol s
o / :
sett]ements had been/dom1nated by’ "southern"_1nst1tut1ons, including the -

. m1ss1on, the R. C M. f s and the trad1ng posts, functionally each sett]e-

ment was or1entated towards the nat1ve popu]at1on and the. trad1t1ona1

-’

uaconomy In contrast the 1n1t1at1ve’for the estab11shment of Inuv1k

- came tota]]y From the South Fﬁom the beg1nn1ng 1t,was a p]anned settle—

P

" ment with a]] the fhchJtles of a southern Canad1an town and with much

. stronger re]atmns way& ‘t;hé ’Sputh t’nan mth thQQMackenme Delta which
. ‘ «}5}?,,'-- W P .
it served : 52..§Y"”- SN
. ' ' we [ SR T
‘What happened w1t in tﬁbg.teg?ont ad bicamé ‘Jn‘fact 1arge]y irre-
Jevant to the act1v1t1es éagﬁ@gg.gnkynwt ") hln*centre, and -the -
. land-based and urban.economies opé?ated‘? tinct and poorly
integrated units. (No]forth 1971 K 133) o

/

i

R v

The &c11ne 1n fur pr1ces in the earLL'|9505 had acce]erated the Lo
.trend for peop]e to move into Ak]av1k and to estab11sh perm&hent homes
there (F1gure 87 Th1s trend had part1cu1ar1y aﬁfected the Ind1an popu-.u
lation whilst the maJor1ty of Esk1mos were "bush" dwe]]ers 1n the m1d-
JQSOs ‘ The construct1on of Inuv1k resu1ted in both temporary and perma-
‘nent m1grat1on of Ak]av1k res1dents to Inuvik.* It a1so tended to divert* T

the f]ow of ‘some "bush" dwe]]ers from Ak]bN#i to Inuv1k SR . ?;
The 1n1t1a1 construct1on phase of%wk from 1955 58 affectedk ’

_the trapplng economy on]y marnga1]y Most - workers trapped unt11 the
m1dd]e of June and worked on construct1on from then unt11 ear]y in :
6September when they went back to the 1and to obta1n a supp]y of fxsh f;
for the trapp1n§ season Wage emp]oyment in Inuv1k prov1ded 11tt1e more o
than an add1t1ona] source of income to supplement the dec11n1ng amoun§ ilt'i3j
of money rece1ved from fur trapp1ng Manfgﬁtappers used the extra K |

1ncome to purchase”new trapo1ng equ1pment or to repa1r o]d equ1pggpt*
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o wOrk1ng on the construct1on of Inuv1k d1d not compete w1th work1ng on f
‘the land s1nce the per1od of max1mum constructlon act1v1ty—-from June ‘
to September--co1nc1ded w1th the per1od of m1n1mum trapp1ng act1v1ty
»'However, for a 1arge number of nat1ve peop]e the attract1ons of sett]e-
ment- 11v1ng and its. concom1tant wage emp]oyment proved more permanent
and trapping was abandoned in. favour of work1ng in the settlement.

In 1955 déta11ed site 1nvest1gat1ons were made: at Ian1k and ‘ ;ﬂ?

!4; )

some pre11m1nary construct1on work was begun an the a1rstr1p, wharf
'storage warehouses and camp bu1]d1ngs The town p]an was comp]eted and
approved in 1956. The p]an env1saged the creatlon of two res1dentna] .
: _neighbourhoods The flrst ne1ghbourhood the “serv1ced" area would
have.all the modern serv1ces and amen1t1es found 1n&southern Canada, and |
ég;%d accommodate adm1n1strators, sk111ed workers, Navy personneT and ’:'
. the1r fam111es, nearly aqi of whom wou]d come from southern Canada
¥'Fac111t1es wou]d 1nc1ude central heat1ng, hot and cold water, 1ndoor i,
| vp]umb1ng aﬁd garbage co]]ect1on The p1pes carry1ng the. heat1ng, water
and sewage wou]d be p]aced in ut1]1dors (box 11ke, 1nsu1ated conta1ners) “ _émﬂ
placed on p111ngs above ground level. Ut111thes could: not be buried L
g due to the presence of permafrost. wh1ch§ibu1d me]t and cause ground sub- i.
‘s1dence The larger bu11d1ngs were to- be p]aced on p111ngs to protect .
‘the permafrost from- the ‘heat from the bu1]d1ngs (see Pr1tchard, 1962

1964 for further deta1ls) ' ’.f~_;; o e B 1, _’ -‘_Vﬂ_. i:?;?

 The second reswdent1a] ne1ghbourhood the "unserv1ced“ area, . |

vwou]d be without modern amen1t1es, and res1dents would heat by stove or j;o
-.space heater and have water de11vered and: garbage and sewage co]]ected |

by truck This . area was. des1gned for those people who "may not be able

to afford a11 the serV1ces at the costs that are 1nvo]ved in the



4grave1 pads rather than p111ngs The deve]opment of these two- ne1ghbour-

‘ hoods was 1nstrumenta1 1n creat1ng the socwa]]y segregated sett]ement :

: sar11y hooked up

L . | : </ﬁ% ')’ , -,,'..

_ Arct1c" (Robertson, 1956) ﬂﬂﬁe sma]]er bu11d1ngs would be bu11t on

which Inuv1k was to- become The West end of the town, the "unserV1cedﬁ;p

Warea of the p]ann1ng phase became acknow]edged as the nat1ve quarter"

B where m1grants from Ak]av1k and the other Delta. sett]ements congregated,

the East end, or "serv1ced" area of the p]ann1ng phase became the reSI- h

»

Vldent1a1 area for government off1c1a]s and other southern wh1te tranSI-';

-

ents Even as late as 1966 the West end was unserv1ced (see F1gure 9)

'FS1qce then exten§1ons have been made to. the utilidor and most houses in

82

the We§& end are@now w1th1n reach of the ut111dor a]though not neces- f;d7“~

Yo

h

In 1956 the construct1on of roads and camp housmng was undertakeﬁ .

in preparat1on for maJor prOJects schedu]ed for the summer of 1957

: Meanwh11e the campa1gn began to persuade- permanent Aklavik res1dents to

fboth compensat1on for the1r o]d bu1]d1ng 1n Ak]av1k and the a]]ocat1on of

a-new lot in Inuvik. Movement to Inuv1k dur1ng the f1rst two summerS‘of
g

‘ _construct1onwasch1ef]y'seasona] m1grat7on and 1nvo]ved mainly unsk111ed

e

'-“workers who returned to the1r permanent homes in Ak]av1k the other ‘
‘De]ta sett]ements, or to the1r ”bush" camps in w1nter X

In 1955. the tota] permanent popu]at1on of Ak]av1k was. 820, 1nc]ud-b
-ing a substant1a] number of. wh1te res1dents (Hon1gmann,,]97!F p' 54)

'”'lArr1va1 of trappers in summer a]most doubled the popu]at1on Esklmos

1 4

ffrbm both- Ak]av1k and the De]ta area around Aklav1k found emp]oyment in
“the construct1on of the DEW 1ine and when the construct1dn phaSe ended

Jin Novémber 1956, severa] of them found JObS 1n Inuv1k Pr1or to th]S

R . e I
£ e : N R s
o . . . o

o
-

N

o movel vo]untar1]y" to Inuv1k Res1dents who moved to Inuv1k were assured"f "
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time the majority‘of the Eskimo popdTation wéﬁ&ﬁi&king)off:thépjand,
butuhaving been expoéed-to wage employment andfthéxadvantages'of settle-
ment - 11v1ng, many Esk1mos moved into the Sett1ements inuthe period

1958~ 61 ‘(see Table 3 and F1gure:8),,tMany;Indjan, Metis and white 1.

Ak1av1k,residents'who were more familiar with settliement Tiving also

found jobs in Inuvik ddring the construction phase;':ln'i958 Clairmont'

(1962) indicated the population of the Ak]avik area to be 1‘500, made up

“of 384 whites, 242 Inddans, and 883 Eskimos. “The permanent town popu]a-,

't1on was approx1mate1y 700 compr1s1ng 350 wh1tes, 200 Ind1ans, and B

. _150 Esk1mos The most permanent town dwe]]ers were wh1tes and Ind1ans,

t>w1th Esk1mosnnak1ng up the vast- maJor1ty°of thé "bush" dwe]lers In the ;_'.

_three years between 1955 58 the permanent popu]at1on of Ak]av1k had

dec]1ned by approx1mate]y 120 peop]e or 14 7 per cent.

An unusual]y good season 1n 1958 brought construct1on of’Inuv1k -

to the point where power heat water and sewage disposal- p]apts cou]d
be in. operat1on the f0110w1ng sa%mer In 0ctober 1958 the Northern“
Canada Power Comm1ss1on (N.C. P C.) compTeted 1nsta]1at1on of a dTese]

generat1ng un1t to supp]y the town w1th power The or%g1na1 p1an to

’hau] sQme of. the more so11d bu1]d1ngs over the 1ce from Ak]av1k was

M‘h‘abandoned, and in 1958 the Department of Northern Affa1rs and Nat1ona1

,Resources dec1ded‘to cont1nue a ske]eton adm1n1strat1on in Ak]av1k S

';perm1tt1ng those peop]e who w1shed to, rema1n to do so.

| » In 1958 59 sixty lots were reserved by Ak]av1k res1dents W1sh1ng
to move to. Inuv1k (Annua] Report of the. Comm1ss1oner of the Northwest |
Terr1tor1es, 1958~ 59) In' 1959’pr1vate res1dences and apartments in

~'the "serv1ced" area began to be oocup1ed by new. arr1vals from the South

~The tthty-classroom federal schoo1 was.also comp]eted'thls<year‘with'-»

A
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its adJo1n1ng Roman Catho]bc and Ang]1can hoste]s, eaqh;designedfto |
accommodate 250 ch11dren from out]y%ng sett]ements 1In Sebtember11959,
‘the school opened W1th 420 children reg1stered, 109’from'fnuv1kl(honig?
mann, 1970 p. 59) Ear11er in 1959 the AngT1can Resident1a1 school |

8 .1n Ak]av1k had reg1stered 106 pupl]s, and the Roman Catho11c Reswdent1a1 A.
school had reg1stered 170 pup11s, some ‘from as far away as Spence Bay '
and Sachs Harbour A]] ch11dren 1n these res1dent1a1 schoo]s wére from

‘“.‘outs1de Ak]av1k Pupf]s from Ak1av1k had to attend the federa] day

; school in the sett]ement W1th the open1ng of the new schoo] Jp Inuv1k ‘

. the' “wo res1dent?a1 sc~f 3}re phased out in Ak1av1k ‘and near]y all

puplls were transferredﬁfe Tnuvik. By the 1961 62 academ1c year the

o ’ two res1dent1a] schools in Ak]av1k had been c]osed comp?ete]y and the

,federa1 day schoo] regwstered 126 pup1]s a decline‘irom 176 in 1959 60

due to the trans?er of peop]e to Inuv1k ",55',."

) l:

Desp1te the transfer of government departments- resrdent1al

BRC

'*’schools, commerlca1 estab11shments, and the hosp1ta1 from Ak]av1k to

Inuv1k dur1ng the" two summers of 1359 60 the government opened the
o~

first Mackenz1e Delta 11quor store in Ak]av1k 1n 1959, and then trans-'”

;ferred 1t to Inuv1k in 1960 Many ]aca]s v1ewed this- as a de]wberate L

udec1s1on on the part of the government tL ent1ce -them to Inuvik rﬁ?'g?%ﬁ,

s 2
v

In ]959 Ak]av1k res1dents who had worked on the 12:t1a1 con--~'

'_istruct1on of Inuv1k had to: dec1de whether to rema1n 1n inuv1ks§nd f1nd~

. other JObS, or return to Ak]av1k and resume trapp1ng A number of
—( ‘"push pul]" factors 1nf1uenced the dec1s1ons of Ak]av1k res1dents to
.move to Inuvfk permanent]y or to rema1n in Ak]av1k In ah attempt to :
=% d*entﬁurage some fam1]1es to stay 1n Inuv1k the federa] government e :;

offered over 70 JObS to re]at1veJy untra1ned workers in Inuv1k and u;

AR - . - . ' . ST R E k]

v Le .
. ‘\"v N ": . LI
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»another 57 pos1t1ons for men who cou]d be tra1ned to f1]1 them (Honlg-
mann, 1970, p. 59) Adth1ona] emp]oyment was ava11ab1e from pr1vate
emp]oyers ‘ Hous1ng was a]so avai]able The government ggve nat1ves

the chance to purchase some of the "512"] frame houses wh1ch had been
'fused in the construct1on camps. “‘A-house partltloned 1nto three rooms

cost $2 500 and cou1d be bought 1n 1nsta1ments

In Ak]av1k "push" factors were a]so operat1ng encourag1ng people '

to move to Inuvik. The relat1ve ava1]ab111ty of emp]oymenbrﬁn Ak1av1k

and Inuvik was obv1ously a v1ta] factor Cond1t10ns of emp]oyment were..-

, grow1ng more unff1cu1t in Aklavik due to the transfer of the hosp1ta1 )

diand other federa] agenc1es to Inuv1k and to the c]osure of the two -

! e
Y
res1dent1a] 5Ch°°]5 TY‘aPDmQ had ceased to be the "mﬂhon doHar *

. B
©

(/

bus1ness“ 1t had been ‘in the 19405, and for many’ people proved to be
an 1nadequate source of 1ncome Muskrat furs dec]1ned from 20. 50
"an 1%56 to - $0. 31 in 1958 (B]ack 1961),. "In 1958 the average tota] .
'va]ﬁe of pe]ts to each trapper in the- Mackenz1e De]ta was $101’00

(1b1d ). In Ak]av1k the flgure was s11ght1y h1gher and the average

"twncome from trapp1ng”was $254700 - 1n 1958 59 Desp1te the dec]rne En'G,u

'averagetrapp1ng1ncome durf“g th1s t1me from $282 00 1n 1957 58 to -
- $254.,00 1n 1958 59 and $190 OO in ]959 60 fhe number of Genera]

Hunt1ng L1cences 1ssued in Ak]av1k rose. Ino1957 : 136 11cences werea'-“:

“issued; in. ]958 59 the f1gure was 195, and ] *‘<*‘” ~304 In'1960'61
;the number of General Hunt1ng L1cences ﬁec]mnew NS out the average
income from trapp1ng rose to $303 00. These f]uctuat1ng 1ncomes from

‘»trapp1ng.came at a t1me when a secure source of 1ncome was avar}gb]e 1n

'.Inuv1k and for many trappers the attractlonssof

’_?So caIJed becaUsejtheyrmeasured3512ms§uafe'feet;,f:7 TR

cWage emp]oyment provedb

67
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’ permanent | By 1960 comp]ete reliance on fu]] t1me‘trapp1ng had)declineq”
i. to the po1nt where on]y one permanent nat1ve re51dent in Ak]av1k earned '
his 11ve]1hood from the 1and (Spence, 1962 p 85) Severa] other ‘
trappers who 11ved outs1de the sett1ement but traded the1r furs 1nto “"
Ak]av1k a]so depended on f1$h1ng, trapplng and hunt1ng | E]even ﬂam1]y _‘\'J"
heads comb1ned trapp1ng 1ncome w1th seasona] emp]oyment and suppTemental ’.“
welfaag'pa/ments S1xteen other family heads and e1ght s1ng]e men
ma1nta1ned regu]ar year round emp]oyment (1b1d ) *:' ' , .
) By 1959“ 285 nat1ve peop1e had sett]ed in Inuv1k (Hon1gmann, o
1970 p. 59) Approx1mately ha}f (]48) ‘of these were from Ak]av1k or .
the Ak]av1k area (Boek and” Boek, 1960). These f1gures probab]y do - not
- give an accurate 1nd1cat1on of the .extent, of movement between Ak]av1k
and Inuvak s1nce temporary movement between the two sett]emenfs was - v

aﬂso 1mportant The permanent popu]at1on of Ak1av1k dec11ned to 674 1n

L

1959, 1nc1ud1ng Army S1gna15 personne] and R C. M. b1d )

Ju]y/August 1959, Boek and Boek (1960) a]so 1nd1cate that 48 of the
permanent Ak]av1k res1den¢s were temporar11y 1n Inuv1k at the tlme of
the1r census and 18 peop]e who gave Inuv1k as the1r permanent address ‘.g"
were v1s1t1ng Ak]aVTk . ,‘::f ;" 'i{t ;:_': . 3. L ‘<'iﬂ »iﬁ

Most of the nat1ve m1grants to Inuv1k 11ved 1n tents or. s@]f-g\»’

made cabins in "Happy Va]]ey (see F1gure 9) deSp1te the government s [y
p]ans in- ]957 to phpse out the tent popu1at1on In 1959 62 fam111es
st111 ]1ved 1n tents, but government p011cy was for tents and’ se]f- ,pf_;" -
made cab1ns to be abandgped as - soon as permanentaaccommodatlon became t."
ava11ab]e for sa]e/or rent In 1961 "tent town“ st111 ex1sted*and e

27 fam1]1es or 172§ eop?e 11vedq7n 41 dwe111ngs there (Hon ,mann,-
n#

1969 p 60; town was so durab1e because.of the 1ack of nat1ve PR
Tl e S Fo
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hous1nq and the 1nab111tv of m1gnants to afford to buy thosé h0uses 'af

K

u

wh1ch were ava11ab1e ‘ﬁﬂ 'of the bu11d1ngs were very ovércrowded3w1th L

an average of 4.2 peop“ : a,150<330 square feet dwe?11ng (Lotz*i S

1962)“ Other m1grants 11v1ng qﬁ the West end ne1ghbourhood T1ved in

"5]2%L5ype houses or Tog hOuses ¥ :2 ;!.? %?. - ‘é. ‘ -

o
The West end ne1ghbourhood contrasted sharpéy w1th the East end

o g
_ wh1ch was 1nhab1ted ma1n1y by civil ser%?nts amﬂé’pe1r fam111es from

southern Canada, or by government people transferred from Ak]av1k “The
: & KON

tWO ne1ghpourhoods of the town the East andtwe§¥vends, w1th the1r’

A
unequa] hous1ng, and town serv1ces make unm1stakab1y man1fes§mthe vastc

cuTtura] d}fferences separat1ng the two popu]at1ons" (Honrg@ann, T97Q,, é; f:f

E . ' : . ' ! v . " . o
p 62) L f, ”~f o S T e :
= . . Q ) .
o In 1980 constructlon»began on a enghty bed hosp1ta], offlce A
bux]dwngs and staff hous1ng 16 Ihuv1k Tn add1t1on to Northern Affa1Ps.

other QEVEnnment agenctes 1nc1uded the RnC M. P Caﬂad1an Broadcast1ng
v]r .

Corporatton ‘Northern Canada Power Comm1sswon, Transport Nat1ona1

Hea]th and\WeTfare, C1t1zensh1p and- Imm1grat1on, a post off1ce and a
T1quor store The cTose of the construct1on sgéson 1n 1960 saw the \
compTetaon of ‘all major- contract work The new hote] the Hudson S,
,Bay COmpany Store the Angj1can and Roman Cath011c churches.were a]T
comp]ete.‘ When the Department of Nat1ona1 Defence moved 1nto the1r )
‘new quarters ﬁn March 1961 the" construct1pn of Inux{f was v1rtua11y
:f1n1shed, and the reTocat1on of funct1gns From Ak]gilkwcompkéted QOver
two hundred dhltes moved to Inuv1k from AkTav1k, 1nc]ud1ng many s1ng]e'
thte sa1lor? Seru1ng w1th the Department of Nat1ona7 Defence (£1a1r-
? , R . ,

mont 1962)

G, By June 1961“Ak1av1k s popu]atlon had dec11ned to 599 according

"@". -_7" 5" . i - i\ . ~ Lo : i
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to the federa] government denabs/» éﬁ%ty f1ve per cent of the populat?bn t;’--l

- *‘ Lo N

was under f1fteen comparedﬁ@1th theJCanad1an average of 34 per cent 1n ‘53

N "'T

_ w
.]961 %g;y 22. 8 per cent of the permanent res1dents wege wh1te compared

With' 504 cent pmon to tkle transfer of government of‘sﬁma]s to Inuvﬂ@, }
‘I

(C1a1rmont 1962 p. 2) ,'

~t

Act1v1ty in. Ak]av1kﬁcont1nued desp1te theugrowth of Inuv1k and

the government was forced to recognlze the fact, The Annua] Report oﬁ, o 'y

the ?enm1ss1oner 1n 1961 62 states ) "Many Ak]av1k rasidents did- n%t take . 'ji
Ktj adv-ntaoe of the government ad%ists 'offered to tho§e mov1ng and o .»ff;
Lo 2 A - : ‘
' e]egted to rgma1n'" In add1tton-. £ xgested 1n 1960 that mlgrat1on ;*i
® o . e .
to Lnuwk ing years foﬂomng the const 'c&w phase woulb be e
X‘k . ;}' -vf, . e ey R’Jf T RN ¢ - ‘ -
.se ct1ve ‘_,g:@aj "‘;; _;.,.'i ;- R & - ;A ) ﬂ<=‘?_,'*f T
Y s LS “ ;?','l!' kT ! : b C qn‘g : .
o »01der Aklavik Fesidents may: not w1sh td move at al]“ younge¥ ohes,; . .

espec1atﬂy those who léarnt new trades and sk1LJs when gguv1§ was o
" being built dre most llgely to‘be amopg the f1r%t attrac d§$ e
~ the new.community has to offer . . . nd one wj 1 be under‘any kind™- . . °
. of pressure .and those who do move w171 be’ ‘influenced by ‘the sort of 5 o
' 'ﬁ.ﬁconswdeaat1ons that influence pecple everywhere——Job and trad LT
o t?p1n1ng oppoirtunities, social serv1ces better housing, the e mple .
their. friends . . . no one will be encouraged to drift 1nto o
Inuv1k ‘and hang around on the«change of p1cR3ng up 2 302'( 121]3)

4

The dec11ne of emp]oyment poss1b1]1t1es in Aklav1k with the

L4

'_transfer of government funct1ons tdenUv1k led to greater re11ance on r} R

A
™ \

<

: we]fare payments In ]957 58 $13 360 was Spent 1n soc1a1 ass1stance

The f1gure for 195§ 59 was $16, 953, and for‘1959 60, $27 066. In ,"
N -~ L
2. recogn1t1on of the need for new emp]oyment poss1b111t1es in Akﬂav1k Vo

. the government 1n1t1ated Ctwo new progects 1n 1959 ,Ihe f1rst of
' t

. these was ‘the Ak]av1k fur garment progect wh1ch 1ater became 3 coopera- N ﬂ);f
. . o TN

_t1ve “and s+111 ex1sts today Th1s was des1gned to emp]oy thezsegment S .
;of the popu]at1on who had. prevﬂous]y been emp]oyed as. h0useh01d he]p and R

v baby s1tters before the transfer of government personne] to . Inuv1k i'l :

.
Ty g

o \. i
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o

, x~?;f 331 (7961 Census), onTy 69 peop]e or 21- per cght of thz Tabour force:

n
. - “ ' ) - . . i {::\-- . (;
Many Indlan “and E kimo women had had to reTy on monthly weffare payments

; S
'-L~when therr emp]oy r; moved to Inuv1k The governm!nt began a fur gﬁr-

AMent'traihing cou se.invAprfoT959,kand'25 women-enhoiked during»the~
. i N { - Y : ,' s .
f1rst year. Twenty three of these were Esk1m03 two were Ind1an

sl

Th& second prOJect 1n1tﬁated by~the government 1n ]959 to- st1mua

-4.4 Tate AkTav1k s economy was ‘a. Togg1ng and @%@m111 prdJect prov1d1ng

seasona] empToyment for 25wmen The sawm111 was ]ocatsd at Pok1ak P01nt,

;?f”ﬂgarter of a mTIeanro;s the PeeT Channe] of the Mackenz1e Rlver from "%g
ENQV&ﬁﬁ-é;ﬁgg}eerwerehpa1d on a: pLéCe-wo,k bas1s ion&cott1ng and' . .

h’;hlpp;n%higeﬁﬁﬁgsoto the saw m1TT and on an,hourTy‘rate for work 1n t e*x.' ::
mﬂ]b T’heapro.;ect was Tater abandoned 1nﬁ966 nBy 1960 61 soc1a1 ' o‘i#‘;

g‘f~. n .

g
~ aSSTStance expﬁhdqtdres had dec11hed to $2] 450 from $27 066

?

»1959 GD Tabrgﬁﬁ ITTustrates the unsatisfactdry nature of emp]oyment ““ “J&W

-

7hn the sett]emept,‘dgspwte these two prOJects Out of a Tabour ﬁgrce

.,M

o , R

e as

:"were permanent]y employed o 1 ._‘; . ‘l"" _ B o
. ’1‘) %ﬁ . ’ ) &; “ ‘v"_ Lo ’ :
LT - Us1ng e eensus data gathered dur1ng the . summer of 1974 1t is e
: -poss1b1e to glve some 1nd1cat10n of the seTect1v1ty of m1grants to ”55%;, "'T

| ) ~
Inuv1k dur]dg tﬂe coqstruct1on phase from 1955 61, the mot1vat1ons for. /

the move, and the permanency of movement The 11m1tationsof the data’ ke
werg 1nd1%ated An Chabter I and shOqu bere eﬂphas1zed here In AkTav1k

!
th]rty f1ve househo]ds were mlssed aTtogether due to the fact that ho .

"reSTdent eodﬁd be contacted 1n the summer The 1nterv1ews reT1ed on

'the memor1es; j;me mlgrants for a per10d th1rteen to: n1neteen years

prev10us]y and the data are therefore subJect to the 11m1tat10ns
}'.'1mposed by the re11ab111ty of - the1r memor1es Moreover peop]e who

2

' dted or’ mggrated eTsewheré between¢1955 74¢bave 1nev1tab1y been A[
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P 1uded from ana]y is. ,' e SN
N . o
. W1th ‘the above qua11f1cat1ons ‘in m1nd it s poss1b1e “to 1dent1fy s

' certaan characteristics of the mlgrants Out of awtotaT of 1\§¢Jnter- |

v1ewees2 in AkTav1k 45 ‘had T1ved in Inuvik dur1ng the” construct1on ,‘ "ﬂ.. ;¢§
“ per1od from 1955 to 1961. " In Inuv1k out of a tota];of 96-m1grants‘ f:' ;Tﬁﬁ

from AkTav1k who wereu1nterview¢ﬂ' 60 -had moved'to»Inuvik between s
1955-6T TabTe Sacompares the age sex éfructure of perma;ent m1dﬂ§nts i{
toAInuv1kadur1ng the construct1on per1%§ag§th m1grants who 1ived in
L‘h& dur1ng the construct10n perﬁgqﬁ and who subsequentTy moved bapk§3“{;

Q‘ 3 '& >
tO'AkTaV1k (return m1grant§gl“ The ages of the m1grants have been ‘nﬁf
R

poqated back tp 196%. s’THe aqe sex structure of the 1961 permanent "~uy.§

-

popuTat1on of AkTav1k is aTsoﬂcomppred w1th that of the m1grants« The -
-

1961 census 1nc1udes .some ‘of -the Ak]av1k*re§idents who T1ved in Inuv1k* . g

betwgen T@%BrGT and had aTready returned to AkTav1k but the numbers are

smaTT enough to affect the age-sex structure onTy marg1na11y,and there—

= 2
fore the 1961 age sex structure can be taken to be that oF the Ak]av1k s

non- ngrants . . ', o _ _' ‘ .o N

- Qut of a totaT oF 105 m1grants to Inuv1k dur1ng the per1od

A
4

1955 61 who were 1nterv1ewed 76 per cent were between 15- 44 xears of

-
age in 1961 Th1s compares w1th 42 5 per cent of Ak]av1k s permanent

popuTat1bn whp’ were between 15 44 yearsu

ft Td appear from Tab]e 5
| that m1grat1on was " seTeetwve oF the young'

';ge groups, for bdth :f'\ “*ff%’“

permanent m1grants to Inuv1k and for return m1grants to Ak]av1k

The smaTT number of peopTe 1n each occupatlonaT category make .

it d1ff1cu1t to determ1ne how seTect1ve m1grat1on to Inuvwk was 1n o

ZUsuaify.th% head or SpOusé of the head~°f.hOUSEHQ]df'-;

o o R A ‘ ) . e L o . , . t .
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‘ferms of occupat1on However, Jt is s1gn1f1caﬁ9‘that of the retunn— e

) 'm1grants ‘over a th1rd gave the1r occﬁ§:¢1on as hunten‘ﬁrapper7f1shermen

'

' wh115t none of the p 3 who rema1ne& in. Ian1k were c]ass1f1ed as 'f;;fk

such (see Tab]e 6%3

It seems'prapabWe that the number of full- time . .
i ( .- X ’ ’
.hunter/trappeF?f1shermen is consgderﬂb]y 1ower than th]S f]gure? as ‘Jz:-

'55'1nd1cated by the 1961 Census frgure ) Unemp]oyed persons, Sﬁ those

e peop]e ne]y1ng on. supplementalaweﬂfare bayments and seasona] emp1dyment

‘classitied themse1ves as hunter/trapper/f1shermen 1f t%fy had no erma~

nent employment, but engaged 1n parffilme trad1t1ona1 adt1v1
19@1 CensuseXC1uded from the 1abour forte seasona] workerh'
3;“ ne1thew work1ng hor seekrng emp]oyment dur]ng the week before the
g"'ﬁen5u3,4 In dune most hunter/trapper/f1shermen wou]d fa]] 1nto ‘this

category and therefOre wou]d be exc1uded from the Tabour force

-

Tab}e 7 g1ves further 1nformat1on as to the occupat1ons of the

* ‘migrant popu1at1on The f1rst part of the tab1e is. concerned w1thv - &%fwv
- |£‘ ‘ T

Ak]av1k res1dents who m1grated»to Inu?%k dur1ng%§ﬁe constrdﬂt1on phase , "vﬁa

'and subsequently moved back to Ak]av1k The occupat1on of the m1grants :

*'v»

. prior to the move 1s compared to the1r occupat1on 1n Inuv1k and thelr

'occupat1on in- 1974 in Aklavik.: The second part of the tab]e g1ves‘

P s1m11ar occupat1ona] 1nformat1on ab0ut permanent m1gradts to Inuv1k Ith

f \, ; -~
wou]d appear that the move to Inuv1k a]tered the occupat1ons of most s

"rékurn m1grants and permanent m1grants Tab]e 7 revea?s that a 1arge
~number of peop]e were hunters and trappers'1n Ak]av1k pr1or to- the f -ﬁi.t';
move . In Inuv1k 1abour1ng and serv1ce gobs predom1nate Return‘ ;‘ i
m1grants d1d not a11 return to hunt1ng and trapp1ng but a h1gher pro- -

,.port1on of them returned to serv1ce prs or occupat1ons 1n the maniher— -

‘iaJ, and profess1ona1/techn1ca1 categor1es It wou]d seem that'the1rv

v
a
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Lﬁ.m1grat10n to Inuv1k a]tered their asp]rat1ons ahd many found/1t d1ff1-'

cu1t to return to hunting and trapp1ng after exposure to. the wage

ay

. PO

'economy and the advantages of sett]ement hvmg For maémgratwn
A

':,resulted 1n a rise” to the h1gher status occupatlons -

An exam1nat1on of. the,;pst typ1ca1 sequence of

' ind1v1dua1 m1grants 1ends support to the 1dea that‘m1gf

-~ - N

pations for

"" 3 change lg 0CCUPat10n for a maJor1ty of per]e 4T.
18 .

V\Sequence "

' occupat1on for . return m1grants was from. f1sh1ng/hunt1ng and ‘ ";‘
. A ) -/ ;
L trapp1ngﬂ;q’Ak1avfk to either 1abour1ng or serv1ce Jﬁg? in Inuv1k ,ontl ‘

) ud -
_t‘mm - ‘l ‘. - o

'if1sherman/hunter/trapper profess10na1/techn1ta1, serv1ce/recrea-~ o ".'_1;- '

9
G-

t1ona1, andsmanagerﬁﬁl. For permanent Inuv1k migrantsbthe two most : o :__ﬂ\7

-tYPlcab sequences U occupat1bns were f1rst1Y, from serv1ce, recrea- IR "\ B
o @ R
7t1ona1 andgsales categor1es o Ak]av1k to serv1ce and recreat1ona1 » — \

'categor1es 1n Inuv1k, and second]y, from f1sherman/hunter/trapper ?n

Ak1av1k.to 1abour1ng, profess1ona1/techn1ca1 and transportat1on and S
commun1cat1ons categeres in- Inuv1k d, o ',_’ b_f v:,_d; ," - _“:f [

et

Tab]e 8 1s concerned W1th the select1v1ty of m1gratioh accordlng .. ~:\55

o,

’to'ethn1c backgrouhd It is swgnﬁfﬁcant that 80 per ;ent of the tota]

"m1grants of Ind1an ethn1c1ty rema1ned 1qplnuv1 ; wh11st ZOMper oéht i.n’ o
.. returned ‘to Ak]av1k “In contrast a 311g35]y h1 heJ propor;ﬂqp Of‘tsklmo e TIC
migrants returned to Ak]av1k than remaqﬁ!d —in. Inuv1k Over three-» JO K T
' quarters of the Met1s m1grants returned to Ak1av1k wh1?st the r verse _pl
’ Twas true for wh1te mwgrants, w1th over three quarters of them rema1n1ng

. f1n Inuv1k M1grants of Indlan and’ wh1te ethn1c1ty appear to have ‘ ; - };“f
: . . B t".. - . L o



:// TR ‘ 'i-' ' - 1

'adJusted Wore raad11y to wage employment in Inuv1k thlst EskTmo and

'Meth migrants’ were more temporary reSTdents of the new town. .The ;' -

thhest number of permanent m19rants to Inuv1k were of Indian ethnTCTty,

D

fo]]owed by EskTmos, whites and Métis. The thhest‘;?mber of return—¢

. \ » i
'*.new town:Tm\searcb ofﬂa ob b

Angrants were of EskTmo ethnTCTty, folt P ~Me€%§ I’gTan and thte
-'(see Table- 8) S U S g . N g
R oL meies L A e
' " A 5
ETHNICITY éF PERMANENT AND RETURN M RAN‘rs wHo LIVED IN INUVIK Tésé“st e
| »EthnTCTty - Permanent IanTk nﬁgrants Return MTgrahts to. Ak], §;;
' o E Ndﬁber L% % of that Number . ’p ﬁf‘tha“-*,:;'
N ’ﬁﬁ*'a.- | o Wethnfcityb S ) thnicit GOC
\_‘ : g’ - vy C S e J ) oo "".
, "‘_Inmaﬁh w24‘, ;40.0. "% . 80.0° 4o 20.0 , 100%-*
CEskima: . 23 384 a3y 6y, 56T 100"
T :W‘ Ttan, L. "
‘Metis .3 S:O . L 21E eh ~“78¢5- IOQ%:,~
. White 10 16 6 7609 3 .7 6.6 0 2301 .,100%“h]-z'
CTOTAL - % 60 100 AR SRR Tt R
s e T '.-;-Tv; g ':.v L S ﬂ i
:“'SOURCE‘ InterVTews Tn Ak]aVTk and Inuv1 Jély August, 1974 N
‘é - . . L.. E 5 » J
T AT RS qu L l“"u ,5#.:{_ v
e Tab]e b is. concerned WTth‘%he mlgranfs = sons—%e#imoying___, “??;

RO s o
b : ..

'JEmp]oyment was the maJor T tor encourangg ngratTOn to IanTk tota111ng

;.80 per cent of ‘the reasons gTVen Forty two peop1e mayed to‘Inuv k' to

work on the\COnStPuCtTGH of the town 18 were transferred there ‘and t T

26 moved Sn search of a qob




© “To work on construction - 227

-53 L
L
ENES

5 'mov1ng back Near]y ha]f of the nespodses ]1sted

“‘Reasqn for-Moveun

"}SOURCE:' Ju1y4hugust'{ﬁtéry{§ws 1ﬁ'1hﬁﬁfk.ahd‘AkTav{k: 1574 i

l

f‘M1nk farm closed s
‘. ,Fam1]y member died - ko
A Children' s'educat1on 'h
-~L:Personél ‘ ,.';_. L B
iParents moved td”Inuv1k 3

o

TABLE 9

' ¥
b

e MIGRANTS REASONS FOR MOVING TO INUVIK 1955 61 (more tha

L o0w
A—L;n
‘_'I‘

. ; o

..

ne‘posiﬁbie) -

4

Permenent M1grants
e Number

mer

¥

et s

"Job'tfansfef . » o
" In search of’Job e
R%1ndeer Stat1on c]csed
Parents ‘to bush ::3"":"

“gchool . ;,d,F%ﬁt&,ifiﬂﬁ

;Hea1tﬁ"' .3 s

More Opportunltle? ’n{g

“.‘,)/' T IS

N - A . - IS . . Y. -

S A
- 3.3 j;" P

X

;‘_;3‘6,2 o
| f-24;7 RO 3
( 19? )

13 17 ;"!
1. 6

b
,@1P?5 __

4,95

20
»
3

39w]

o !

»TOTAL;'Q{ L e

R . »

EPSA

..$

1t 43,5
. 65

!d'l

Ak]av1k as the reason foh return1ng to Ak1avqk / TWEnty per cent of’t flfi:jf*

.respOnses 1nd3cated that food—was more ea511y obta1ned 1n th Ak]av1zﬁ-; -

y -

to Aklav1k m

OVer ha]f the m1grants who

-

S [ I

o-'

ubsequent]y retur\

therett1ement than Inuv1k and th1s wa’s the1r reason for moy\ng back

: Y

ned to

?‘jstayed 1n Inuv1k for 1ess than two y ars dsee Append1x C)

< Lo -

s i Il
. i

I s

(Ak?av1k

- . - } ’ M
Tab]e 10 1rsts ‘the- reasons Ak]av1k retdvn-mfgranté;gave for

";,area due tU bexter hunt1ng/trapp1ng and f1sh1ng areas Tocated near_r

A h1gh

g

'Return;Migrants to_Aklavik'
‘% SN |

/fam11y and fr1ends 1nQ_dfll i
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percentage of residents in'.both. settlements expressed a des1re to’

o

rema1n there Eighty~ f1ve per cent Of Inuvik permanent m1grants and
S

91 per cent of Aklavik return m1grants wished to rema1n “in their

o

respectlve settlements (see Appendix D).

“TABLE 19

REASONS WHY 'AKLAVIK RETURN-MIGRANTS MOVED BACK
(more than one poss1b]e)

. ] /

Beasqn for:Move Back '0 Number " Per Cent
School - o T __ 1.6
Health ° : T 1 | 1.6
Family/Friends o 31 . % 48.4
Business " g ; 2 - 3.1
"Food easier to obtain o ?I_ 13 20.3
Hated Inuvik -~ .- | 8 “ 12.5
Too much drinking in Tnuvik : 5 7.8
Job: ended - N S |
Retirement . R B 7 1.6
TOTAL S o el N [}

%

"SOURCE:A Interviews in ARlavik and Innvik; Jn]y;Angust,‘1974e

Both groups of migrantsnlfsted "good hunt1ng/trapp1ng/f1sh1ng"
as a major attraction of Ak]avfk ~ S1xteen pervqent of the responses
g1ven by permanent Inuvik m1grants, and 29 per cent of the responses of
return mlgrants €ited th]S factor In add1t1on both groups agreed that

'15'

Ak]av1k is a qu1eter, fr1end11er and more peaceful. p]ace

vik.
Permanent migrants were readier to p01nt out the shortcomlngs of Ak avik,

part1cu]ar]y the sﬂte prob]ems and 1ack of fac111t1es Return—m1grants

\.

did not appear to be‘EBncerned by these drawbacks to. 11v1ng in Ak]av1k

iy ‘4-4-'
g

. .
g ) 1



” of Inuv1k and also perce1ved Inuvik as socially unfr1end]y (see -

84

Better fac111t1es and greater emp]oyment p0551b111t1es were cited as the .

maJor attractions of Inuvik. Twenty four per cent of the responses given .

by Inuvik permanent migrants ]1sted better fac111t1es as a major attrac-
_ t1on of the town, and 25 per cent of the responses 1nd1cated that JOb
security was a major factor encourag1ng them to stay in Inuv1k (see
Appendix E). ~..

. Both groups perceived Inuv1k as "too b1g " Thirty-five per cent
of the responses of Inuvik permanent migrants, and 42 per cent of the

responses of retyrn- m1grants listed this factor ds a major disl1ke of

Inuvik. Both groups.cited "too ‘much drinking" as a major shortcom1ng

Appendix E): " ' o

he construction of the town created a 1arge number of: unsk1]1ed Jjobs
which many Aklavik res1dents ‘were able to accept at a time wher fyur .
’ pr1ces were dec]1n1ng Ava11ab111ty of emp)oyment in Inuvik was the
‘maJor factor encouraglng migration to the new town.- M1grat1on was
se]ect1ve of the younger age groups and many were able to f1nd perma-
nent emp]oyment in Inuv1k However ‘there were 1nsuff1¢1ent jobs to
absorb everyone and some people had to return to Ak]av1k where they were _'
} at Teast ab]e to obtain food from the land even if they were unable to
ind emp]oyment in the settiment. Many w1shed to return to Aklavik
ecause thei: family and friends were there, and they d1s]1ked Inuv1k
because they perceived it as too big and unfriendly. Others w1shed to
btaln food more cheap]y from trad1t1ona1 resource harvest1ng, and

uw1k was too far from good hunt1ng and trapp1ng areas Amongst the

\‘
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group of return-migrants were severa] peop]e who, hav1ng been exposed to
_rﬁ%—waQL economy -and advantages of settTement 11v1ng, did not wish to
‘retu)n to  the Tand, and the number of hunters/trappers/f1shermen
dec]1ned considerably accompanled by\an increase in the number of perma- T
nent settlement dwellers. ‘
In 1967 Mackay stated: "Aklavik 1s in-a per1od of trans1t1on
and its future function remains uncerta1n," and Bissett wrote 1n the
. same year: "Aklavik is . . . 1n a state of flux." Both comments g1ve
an apt descr1pt1on of the s1tuat1on in Aklavik. at the close: of the
constructron phase of Inuvik in"1961. The construction of Inuv1k had
had profound effects on Ak]av1k both socially and economically, and the
future funct1on of " the sett]ement of Aklavik was very uncertain as
this per1od came to a\c]ose in 1961

/

i



| / | CHAPTER 1V

PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY MOVEMENTS BETWEEN AKLAVIK AND INUVIK,
" 1962-1974 '

Aklavik is growing again. Many of the peaple who moved away from -
here in the -'50s when they were building -Inuvik are now maving
back. . . . The fyture is bright for Aklavik. .Aklavik's motto’ 9f
"Never Say Die" speaks for itself. (Ak]av1k Hamlet Counc11 4At

In genera] the occupat?ons for wh1ch native people were trained
were related to the construction phase rather than the adm1n1stra-
~ tive phase. (wolforth 1971)

PERMANENT MIGRATION

d at the beginning of the chapter»tllus-

* The two quotations ci

ey

trate one trend in’permanént gration which.was apparent during the"
period’195é 74 and one major eason for this trend ‘A]though'the .
vo]ume of mlgrat1on from Inuvik back to Ak]av1k was sma]]er than the
vo]ume of m1gratlon to Inuvik, 1t was a s1gn1f1cant and unforeseen ,j

| deve]opment. One major Factor which accounts for this moverfent ts thelf
'reductdon in thé number of unskilled ]abourers reduired in the'new town
after ]961, and the 1nab111ty of Aklav1k res1dents to accept other

emp]oyment re]ated to the adm1n1strat1ve phase of Inuv1k due fo the1r

Tack of educational qua11f1cat1ons and techaical sk11]s In add1t1on, N

soc1a1 factors, 1nc1ud1ng fam11y t1es were very: 1mportant cons1derat1ons
for return-m1grants, and the ava11ab111ty of food from the lahd was -

- also a v1ta1 fattor. The return of government 1ntérest and capital

into Aklav1k in the second half.of the last decadeéénd the early part ° ;”f

-\ . . "" ‘. . ‘-:
86 R
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8

of this decade has both resulted from and further encouraged, this

.-

- m1grat1on‘back to Aklavik.

Vo]ume of M1grat10n

There were fewer migrants moving between Ak]av1k and Inuv1k dur-

ing the perlod 1962-74 than. during the preceding period (Tab]e 11)
tota] of flfty househo]ds] m1grated during the per1od ]Q62 74 compared

w1th 105 dur1ng the construction, per1od Twenty- e1ght fam1]1es moved -
back to Aklav1k, 1nc1ud1ng 14" who had moved to Inuv1k dur1ng the 1955 61
period. Ak]av1k had ‘& net m1gratory loss and Inuv1k a net migratory

ga1n of 74 fam1]1es during ‘the 1955- 61 perlod and 22 fam111es durlng

the 1962-74 per1od Oven the total time per1od under study, from 1955 74

“Inuvik had a net ga1n, and Aklavik a net loss of 96 fam111es from Ak]avrk

TABLE 11

. : VOLUME OF MIGRATION AKLAVIK - INUVIK - * s
(Numbers of households mov1ng between the two sett]ements) BN

1955-61 - 1962-74 | 1955-74"
M.oOF T WM R 7 M. F..T.

Pa . . . . \

Permanent m1grants :

to Inuvik '3 28 60 12 a4 36 44 52 g5
~Non -permanent ' oo oL R
migrants to Inuvik 22 23 45 - 77 14 29 30 59 -
TOTAL MIGRANTS_TO | : S o
CINVIK S 81 105 19 ;1 sp g3 82155
Return- m1grants to R AU, , S
Aklayik 12219 31 7 1 g g8 30 59

SOURCE: Interviews in.Aklavik and.Inuvik; Ju]y-August 1974.

. ]Interv1ews were conducted .in terms oE}households Thus in some
cases several migrants would occupy the same household, but only the -

* head or spouse of each household was 1nterv1ewed Except where otherw1se _
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Ageselect1v1ty o C fw R

Accord1ng to. Jansen (1970), age is ‘the on]y universal migration

1
A

different1a1, and young peop]e»are more prone to migrate than other age
’groups; Th1s is certainly true in the Aklavik Inuv1k s1tuat1on where

. 82 per/”EHf of the househdid heads were. aged between 15-44 years when

~ they deed) Th]S contrasts w1th'Yhe percentage of permanent Ak]avik

‘ res1dents 1n the 75 44 years age range in 1974, which is 42.5 per cent
In both the construct1on perlod and’the later period the maJor1ty of ‘
Athe m1grants were aged between 15-44 years2 (see Table 12)

o of those m1grants who subsequently returned to. Ak]av1k 93 per

‘88

v

N\_,M_ -

cent were aged 15- 39 years at the time of mov1ng,‘and therefore migra-
t1on back to Ak]av1k was aga1n se]ect1ve of the younger age groups. Th1s
-was contrary to what was expected s1nce 1t was ant1c1pated that migration
i )back to Ak]av1k wou]d be ma1n1y conf1ned to older m1grants who were

'more or1entated to the traditional economy.

Sex and'MaritaT Status SeTectivity

It is'not possible to estab]ish how-se1ective migration was
‘*

accord1ng to sex or mar1ta1 status for two reasons. F1rst1y, mar1ta]

~ status was obta1ned for the 1974 popu]at1on and not for the year in.
.wh1ch ‘the m1grat1on occqrred Second]y, most of the 1nterv1ews were
conducted dur1ng the gay an& thfs blassed 1nterv1ew1ng towards female |

m1grants wh1ch exp1a1ns the dlscrepancy between ma]es and fema]es

(A rat1o of 12 males to 36 females for permanent m1grants to Inuvik.)
4

noted all stat1st1cs for th1s chapter refer to-families represented by o

. the head of household or the spouse, and the data were co]]ected,dur1ng
1nterv1ews in July-August 1974 in Inuv1k and Aklav1k B

2The head of househoTd - was assumed to be ‘the 1h1t1ator of the
m1gratwon and thereforé the se]ect1v1ty of magrat1on was determ1ned

‘
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Ethnic Se]ectivity , . o '

Tt s poss1b1e to determlneAhow se]ect1ve m1grat1on was acqord1ng
to ethn1c status, and there are some“contrasts with the preceding period.
Tab]e 13 reveals ‘that the number of m1grants is h1ghest amongst peop]e
of Esk1mo ethn1c1ty However Esk1mos represent the 1argest proportion
of Aklavik' sipermanent popu]at1on with 43 per cent of the 1974 popu]at13n
claiming Esk1mo ethn1c status. If the number of migrants for .each.1,000

AN
-Eskimos in- the 1974 census is ca]cu]atﬁg Eskimos are found to be the

"v‘most4n1gratory group in Aklavik between 1962 74. One hundredJ}nd six
"‘per 1 »000 Esk1mos m1grated between 1962-74, compared W1th 46 per 1 ,000 ¢
Ind1ans, 44 per 1,000- whites, and 29 per 1,000 Metis '

; TABLE 13
ETHNICITY OF- MIGRANTS 1962-74

Ethnic | Permanent Migrants - Return-Migrants - Total Migrants
Origin. ‘4o Inuvik ‘ ' _ - R
Number ~ ® . % - Number - ¢ Number %
Indian - 6 . 6.7 1 7.1 7 14.0
Eskimo 26 72.3 8 57.2 34 " 8.0
Mefts\ C2 5.5 T g 28.6 6 12.0
White ™\ 2 * 5.5 1 71 3 6.0
. = : . | _
TOTAL 3697100 . 4 1008 50 100

e

SOURCE:5~Interviews in Ak]avik-Inuvik, Ju]y¢August,1974.

”

Near]y three- quarters of the~permanent Inuv1k m1grants were
Eskimo, contrast1ng sharply w1th the preced1ng per1od where on]y 38 per
cent-were of Eskimo ethnic origin. A high percentage of the returqv

ngrants were also Esklmo, as in the 1955-61 per1od "It would: appear

dccording to hig or her characteristics.

90



that Eskimos responded most readily to short term emponment poss1b111t1es
in the 1962- 74 per1od, and were extremeTy mob11e Esk1mos were employed

on~the DEW 1ine in the 1950s and have been favoured by Arctic oil and gas

exp]orat1on . » ' .

1

Migrants of Indian ethnicity:are over-represented.jn the ber-
‘manent migrant group rel' ive to the, return- ~-migrant group This is
true both for this period and for 1955-61 (see Table 8, Chapter III)
A ]arger proport1on of Indian res1dents from Aklavik appear to have .
adJUStéd to I1v1ng permanent]y in Inuv1k Three- quarfErs of the Met1s
popuIat1on who ‘moved to Inuvik dur1ng this per1od subsequent]y‘*eturned ’
to Aklavik, a similar proportion to the' preced1ng period.

TabIe 13 reveals very Tittle about white migrants. Most of the
temporary wh1te population had been transferred to Inuvik by. IQGJ"
aIthough a small number were transferred between 1961 -62. Some of the
-permanent white popu]at1on no doubt. moved d1rect1y to.other.sett]ements
without living inilndvik "and others had’left Inuvik by 1974, and these
peop]e have 1nev1tab1y been excluded from anaIysxs in the census of
JuIy -August, 1974. An exam1nat1on of Table 14 revea]s the change in
ethn1c breakdown of Aklavik's popuIat1on between 1961 74 (see. aIso T
Figure 10).
. In41961 according to Clairmont'(1962) the white population bf
. Aklavik amounted to 22.8 per cent of the total’ popu]at1on ﬁnd the Metis ,;
to 8.8 per cent. By 1974 the figures g1ve the proport1on of Met1s as
ZI 5 per cent, and white 9 1 per cent (Table 14): The d1screpancy £
‘between these figures is not due to the mass migration of whlte resi-
dents to Inuvik, since most of the whlte res1dent§'had m1grated to Inuvik &~

by ]961 but 1s due to a d1fferent 1nterpret§t1on of the term "Metis."'.
: - | -



v’
. TABLE 14 . -
ETHNIC BREAKDOWN OF AKLAVIK'S POPULATION 1961 -74

Year Indian Eskimo ‘ Metis _llhite C Total.

1961 192 (31.7%) 222 (36.7%) 53 (8.8%) 138 (22.8%) - 605° (August)

1965 = 114 - o282 . 203** - 629° (December)

1966 n.a.  n.a. n.a:t. dp" n.a. 611 (June)
1967 160 282" 129 7 a2 6139 (March)
1970 n.a. . vn.a. - n.a.‘ n.a. 675° .
19 nas L e v ma ona " 665" (June)
1973 173 319 e 259™* © 7089 (June)

1974 152 (20.4%) 321 (43%); 205 (27.5%) 68 (9.1%) 746" (July-

) - e I R AUgust).

Yearly d1screpanc1es between Met1s and wh1tes indicate the
d1fferences in 1nterpretat10n‘9f a person's ethnic status :

Met1s and whites were taken together for these years.

—

SOURCES: C1a1rmont 1962

‘ bB1ssett, 1965 _

“1966 Census -(government) -
IMakate et al., 3967 \
®Simenon et al., 1970¢ .~
fo71 Census (gdvernment) .
thackenz1e Va]]ey Deve]opment P]ann1ng Imp]1cat1ons 1974 .

1974 Census (author's)
- n.a.: not ava1]ab1e

_ C1a1rmont restr1cts 1ts use to people with a whlte father and natlve

- mother, wh1lst the present author”uses the term to descr1be all those i
peop1e w1th parents be]ong1ng to d1fferent ethnic groups (see Chapter V)
If the percentages of Met1s and whites tn the populat1on are taken
‘together, C1a1rmont S. flgure 1s 3] 6 per cent and the 1974 Census

-.f1gure is 36.6 . per cent whlch revea]s con51derably less d1screpancy

The 1966 Government of the Northwest Terr1t0r1es Commun1ty data
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1ndicate that 15’ per cent of the popu]at1on of Ak]av1k was wh1te 1n 1961

~and it seems probable that their def1n1t1on of wh1te rather than

C1a1rmoht 3 co1nc1des with the author s. If th1s figure is taken to be

representat1ve of the proportion of whites in the community in 1961
overall decline in wh1te res1dents of Ak]av1k is from fg 0 per cent to
‘9.1 per cent. dThe temporary white popuTat1on of Ak1av1k ‘has not :
“decliined. great]y over the per1od (although there has been a large turn-

over of personnel). Fifty-five temporary residents were recorded by~\

C]a1rmont in 1961, and 41 in the 1974 Census Almost without exceptlon

temporary,%es1dents ‘in Aklavik are of wh1te ethnic orlg1n ~and there—

fore there can be no m1srepresentat1on of these f1gures by a dlfferent

interpretation of the term "Metws " The dec11ne of 9.9 per cent in o

. ya

white res1dents between ]961 -74 must be due to the y t-migration of ,

permanent white.residents.
Tab]e 14 a]so revea1s certa1n trends wh1ch are at least partly

exp]1cab]e by m1grat1on together w1th demograph1c trends within the \

popu]atlon itself. Between 1961 74 the proport1on of Indians‘1n the///,
N onpulat1on declined from 31.7 per cent to 20 4,per cent. S1nce the J

birth rate d:d not decline durrng th1s per1od nor the death rate “"'

1ncrease, the exp]anat10n must 11e w1th mlgrat1on, and most of thts

mwgrat1on has taken place between Ak]av1k and Inuv1k The proport1on .-

of Eskimos 1ncreased from' 36 7 per.cent to 43 per cent over the same
.
per1od and this must ch1ef1y be due to the movement of “bush" ;sk1mos

into the settlement rather than to m1grat10n from\pther settlements

v

' Occupational Se]ectivity

' There appears to. be a s1gn1f1cant d1fference between the -occu-

. pat10na1 status of m1grants and non—m1grants, and also between permanent

9
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migrants and. return-migrants A further contrast. exists.between the . . .. . -

occupat1ons oQ return-migrants to Aklav1k who moved to Inuv1k in the

- period 1955 61, and those who moved in. the per1od 1962-74. An analys1s

of the data re]at1ng to occupations of m1grants who returned to Ak]avik

revea]s some 1nterest1ng p01nts Over the total per1od 1955~ 74 59 3 per ’

_\ cent of. the return- m1grants were d1rect1y emp]oyed 1n construct1on or §'

1abour1ng JObS in Inuv1k ahd a further 16.9 per cent were 1nvo1ved in ;‘

serv1ce Job/)connected with the construct1on of the new town or later f \

_ With serv1ces prov1ded in the _new town, fosuexample "construction camp:‘;

or serv1ce occupat1ons The percentage of return-m1grants w1th1n the ‘

m1grants who lived 1n Inuvvk between 1962 74 were emp]oyed 1n these

| second1y about the type of JObS ava11ab1e 1n Inuv1K'dur1ng the per1od
]955474 The. dec11ne both 1n absolute number of ngrants m3V1ng to -
Inuv1k and in the category of nsk1]1ed ]abourers revea]s a change i% L ,f, jh
from the: construct1on phase of ?kuv1k to the adm1n1strat1ve phase of the - g;
- new town, wh1ch demanded d1fferent types of skills and educat10na1 ‘ fh'_' dff;%

¢ °
A

“cook," wa1tress etc. (see Appendix ‘F). . . E J ST
B ( . "o, ¢
. A tota] of 76.2 per cent were emp]oyed in unsk11]ed 1abour1ng k ' :

ear11er period, 1955-61, who worked on construct1on, serv1ce and

1abour1ng JObS is cons1derab1y h1gher A total of 90 8 per cent of the

m1grants who had moved back to Ak]av1k by 1961 were 1n the unsk111ed

]abour1ng or service categor1es, d1rect1y or 1nd1rect1y concerned w1th AN L

the c0nstruct1on of. Inuv1k In contrast on]y 50 per:. cent’of the return-"
2 2

a LI T

N 4- : : . - -
i - G '9§'

" ..Jx

categor1es _ _
| These f1gUres revea],certa1n features, f1r§t1y about the -

se]eet1v1ty of return m1grants accord1ng to occupatlonal status and ©

quaT1f1cat1ons not possessed by the vast maJor1ty of Ak]avﬁk s nat1ve :

, \
i

popu]atIOn s N - N } ~d\';\\\;\:” :
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Table. 15 compares the occupat1ons of total m1grants in Aklavik

prior to the move, with the1r permanent 1974 occ!pat1ons, and the’

permanent*]974 occupations of non m1grants. The table revea]s both a

contrast betwéen migrants' and non-migrants' occupational status, and

an 1mprpvement in occupational statu’s with the migrations (see also

Appendices, G and H).. ’ - - Tf
: a - : TABLE 1L | o v
OCCUPATioNS OF TOTAL MIGRANTS PRIOR TO THE MOVE, -IN AKLAVIK AND Iﬁ‘i'
- 1974,COMPARED WITH THE PERMANENT: 1974 OCCUPATIONS OF
2 o “NON-MIGRANTS IN"AKEAVIK.
' (excludes school: eh11dren and pre- schoo1 children) -
- Occupational.Group - - Total nglrants to Inuvik, ~ Aklavik Non- M1graVs
“ o 1962-78 - )
. Occupat1on ) Occupat1on o, Occupatlon in !
Prior. to Move . . in 1974 v 1974 .
‘Number ~ - % © Number % ¢ Number %

‘Managerial - 2 ~.4 . 4 8 n 2.7

Professional/Tech. 1' 7 14 .33 8.2
. Clerical 1 2 4 - . 4 1.0
- Sales .0 0 0’ 13 . 3.2

Service/Rec. = 8 . 16 - 6 12 . -33- 82
‘Transportation = 1 2 3° 6 o . 0.2
- Fishermen, etc.. . 17 34 5 ..o - 18 26.7 7

Crafts . ' 3 & 4 8- . 15 RL -
‘Labdurers , 1 S22 LN AR AR

Unemployed .5 K , - 3 - B 55 v 3 S
~ Housewives =~ .0 .. .. 12 est 93 ;’ﬁefa
ﬁ;Sen1qr C1t1zens 0 10, .2 3% 23 44.4 '

Not Stated - -0 .0 10 “

39 . 100 50 100 404 100




Educationad Se]ectivity

In add1t1on to age, ethnic and occupat1ona] se]ect1v1ty, migra-

"~ tion was also selective according to educat1onat‘qua]1f1cat10ns (see

Table 16). The compar1son between.the grade comp]et1on of permanent

Inuv1k m1grants and return -migrants revéa]s>some s1gn1f1cant.contrasts.

A

A h1gher percentage.of permanent migrants had attained Grades X~ XII

than return -migrants. The contrast 1s espec1a]]y striking between

permanent m1grants and_gugrants who returned to Aklavik af the - con-

struction phase. T{NPty four per cent. of ermanent Tnuvik m1grants had

comp]eted Grades x- XII compared with 6. 4 pdr cent of Akl
2 m1grants between 195561 . Twentxfnlng_per_cent of thes
had not comp]eted any grades at school”. Fpr m1grants

Inuvik during the period 1962-74, “the prop rt1on who . had c

ik return-

return-migrants

Jp~Grades X-XII'was much h1gher aga 1nd1cat1ng the type of, educat1ona1
. 2

yqua11f1cat10ns requ1red 1n Inuvik dur1ng/the second period. - Of those

rema1n1ng in Inuvik, .23 mlgrants had gone on to further training whllst

' fon]y 3 of those return1ng to Ak]avfk had done any further training.

Factors Inf]uencing Migration

s

M1grat1on between the two sett]ements resu]ted from the 1nter- '

‘ play of ”push" factors at the place of origin and "pull" factors at the

dest1nat1on M1grat1on theor1es usual]y also cons1der the effect of

. 1nterven1ng opportun1t1es between the or1g1n and the dest1nat1on, but in

‘the case of ‘Aklavik and Inuvik there are no 1nterven1ng opportun1t1es

except d1stance to. affect m1grat10n An add1t1ona} var1ab1e 1nf1uenc1ng

,m1grat1on is the- mlgrant S persona] character1st1cs and mot1vat1ons, B

wh1ch affect “his assessment of the "push -pull'™

factors at the origin and -

- destination. As Lee (1966) points out, the migrant'sdperception of these

97
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factors assoc1ated w1th the area of or1g1n, the area of destination, and B

the 1ntervenung obstacles (1nc1ud1ng d1stance) are v1ta1 in determining
his propens1ty to move. "The dec1S1on to m1grate . . . is never
completely rat1ona1 and for some persons the rat1ona1 component is much

Tess than the 1rrat1ona1" (p 51)

/

Motivations of Migrants f , \ o

. Seventy per cent of the tota1 reasons for mwgrat1on neferred to
econom1c/emp10yment factors as the maJor influences encourag1ng m1gra-'
tion to Inuv1k,§(1nc]ud1ng three responses citing the reasonT\“BEFents
moved for‘emp]oyment")* Other reasons 1nc1uded "hea]th" reasons--
'11.3 per cent "educational” reasons--5.7 Per cent; "government c]osure
of Re1ndeer Statloﬁ‘—-s 7 per cent; and "social" reasons—-7 5 per cent
(See Append1x I for turther ana]ys1s and breakdown of reasons g1ven for

m1grat1on )

The mot1vat1ons for return—m1grat10n were. dom1nated by'“soc1a1"

(LA

!

" reasons and. by the ava1]ab111ty of country food (Append1x J).

m1grat1on of people back to Ak]av1k was re]ated to the character1st1cs

<
of the m1grants themse]ves as. weﬂl as to the 1oca] 1abour market condi-__

oy
t1ons in Iﬂhv1k Forty-four per cent,of thevreasons c1ted referredﬂt

’ the w1sh to be w1th family and riends tn Aklavik or tov"persona]F/*
'reasons for moving back.: Twenty per cent'referred to the easier avail-
ab1]1ty of food as the maJor reason for mov1ng back and 8 per cent : |
Areferred to bus1ness reasons A{l these responses were concerned w1th

Jthe "pull" of Aklavik, but other responses were negat1ve ones resu1t1ng

_ from perce1ved "pusﬁ%”facthrs 1n Inuy1k Eight per cent "hated

‘Inuv1k " 12’per cent d1s]1ked thg'amount of dr1nk1ng in the sett]ement .
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Inuvik as the "push" factor.

Factors Favouring Migration to Inuvik . ' S

. By far the most impontant group;of»factors.affeettng migration -

"~

between Aklavik and Inuvik related to the aconomic conditions. in the two

! .'. . ! \/
L"~sétt1eménts” " The type and“avai1"btiitT“A__Eﬁploymént’fn?both AkTavik”""” o
~and Inuvik 1nf1uenced the m1grants dec1s1on-mak1ng processes The ‘ ‘
A“ava11ab111ty of emp]oyment in Inuvik for unsk111ed workers dur1ng the deﬂf
o

“construction phase acted as a maJor attract1ve force encourag1ng people
to move to the new town. Later, emp]oyment;was ava11ab1e in other 3
occupational categorieS' which se1etted other migrants from, Aklavik. -

Y

-This "pu]]" factor wag, probably much stronger than the "push" factor in

b Ak]av1k wh1ch was re]ated to dec]1n1ng fur pr1ces and. lack of other

,,emp]oyment poss1b111t1es T - IR \.\\‘\\\ o v
In Aklavik the lack of. employment p0551b111t1es d1d act\as 2. . e ;f‘

rePeHent force Ak]aV1k s wage economy was very unstable and subJect\

to f]uctuat1ons over both the ]ong—and short-ferm Resource‘harvest1ng

f1s subJect to cyc11ea1 f]uctuat1ons in fur-bear1ng anlmals and to fur

. ‘pr1ce changes. The permanent emp]oyment opportun1t1es 1n the sett]ement

’ were extreme]y 11m1ted dur1ng the per1od ]962 74 and in 1967 Maka]e

- indicated that on1y 71 persons were emp]dyed permanent]y out of a total

~a

o popu]at1on of 618 persons. ‘In December 1966, 103 persons were unemp]oyed

'.(1b1d ) and throughout the whd%e peraod heawyre11ance was made on soc1a1
_ass1stance payments In 1966 Sm1th est1mated the average natTve pgg
ap1ta income 1n AkTav1k from emp]oyment to be $274, and the average .

per capita 1ncome from all sodrces to be $644. By 1973,;the:est1mated .. :
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L ~ ]
per capita 1ncome from all sources was $941 (Gem1n1 North 1974)’compared .

to the average for the Mackenzie District of $1,734. Most of the
increase was due to the ava11ab111t} of short-term emp]oyment with high
'Wages in oil and gas exploration. ' , ‘

The government exercised aTmost tota] contro] over the economy
of the settlement during- th1s period.- Government was the m@J_L~SDUIIIL_____-___
of - emp]oyment in Aklavik and a]so supported 1ncomes through social
assistance payments as revealed in Tab]e 17

‘ The amounts of Social ass1stance decreased in the 1965 66 and

]966 67 period, but the community cont1nued fo _be dependent on the

var1ous government departments and the overall economy of the commu-

n1ty d1d not 1mprove The apparent dec11ne in soc1a1 ass1stancel
expend1tures between 1965- 67 was malnTy due to the transfer of expendi—
. .tures from one governméﬁta] act1v1ty to another (MakaTe"H967) The

, government was respon51b1e for aTmost all nat1ve wage empToyment ~Itl'".
'operated the sawm111, the Togg1ng program, and the hand1crafts and fur
fgarment proaects The fur garment 1ndustry empToyed approx1mate1y
'f1fteen full- t1me and part- t1me workers The prOJect was 1n1t1ated\1n .
1959 and became a cooperat1ve 1n 1962 In terms of both empToyment andf
'productlon the fur garment cooperat1ve made a s1gn1f1cant contr1but10n
| _to the local economy Twenty-f1ve seasonaT workers were employed in the._%'
f'Togglng and sawm111 proJect in. AkTav1k which was in operatlon unt11 the.

Tate summer of 1966 but was then moved to Arct1c Red R1ver A tannery ]_zjg,fp}

prov1ded empToyment for f1ve persons- in 1966 but was subsequent]y

‘e

‘chosed By far the Targest source of- emp]oyment was casuaT employment, .
-~ and in 1966 B1ssett 1nd1cateo that 38 9 per cent of aTT househon heads

"1n AkTav1k re11ed on th1s type of empToyment to supplement subs1stence fl'f
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. act1v1t1es and social ass1stance payments
Construction projects, casua] labour, winter works programs, all
induce a certain complacency among res1dent groups, who fail to
realize the shortcomings of an existence based on f1uctuat1ng
. incomes supplemented by seasonal resource- harvest1ng activities.
_(Bissett, 1967, p. 143) N .

Apart from the "pull" of employment in Inuvik, and the "push"
generated by lack of employment in Aklavik, the”re1ative'abundanee.and'
quality of facf1ities in Inuvik compared to Aklavik was a factor.
encourag1ng m1grat1on to Inuvik and d1scourag1ng some m1grant§/from
return1ng to Ak]av1k Near]y a thlrd of the responses cited. for.
m1grat1on to Inuv1k referred to the availability of super1or fac111t1es
and a wider range of choice as-a major attract1on of Inuv1k (see

~ Appendix K). e L

Recreational faci]ities in Inuvik shrpaés those in AktaVik with

a w1de range of act1v1t1es and a large number of vo1untary assoc1at1ons
In 1968 Ma11hot recorded 48 vo]untary assoc1at1ons actlve in 1965,
representing communlty retreat1ona1, athlet1c, re11g1ous economlc,
'eand educational interests ‘The number/and variety of shops in Inuv1k .
is. a]so superior to Aklavik, and s0 are the transportat1on fa ies.
. Hav1ng become accustomed to better fac111t1es, many Inuv1k m1grants
‘were re1uctant to return to the more pr1m1t1ve fac111t1es prov1ded
by Aklavik. These facilities in Inuv1k also attract temporary o
m1grants from Ak]av1k'for shopp1ng, 11quor purchases, cur11ng, bingo a
and other recreattonal agt1v1t1es .

* Inuv1k 1s at a comparat1ve advantage to Ak]av1k in terms of
educat1ona1 fac111i1es with res1dent1at§schools prov1d1ng educat1on

up to GradeXII In Ak]av1k during the greater part of th1s per1od

'school fac111t1es were comJ]ete]y 1nadequate and even unsafe for

Lo W
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the accommodation of téachers and pupils (Bissett, 1967). A new school
was not completed until 1969. In addition, dntil 1973-74 Aklavik bnly
offered GradesI—VIII,(Grade IX was added in the 1973-74 school year), and
parents therefore haa to send their children’to school in Inuvik for.
Grades IX-XII. Some parents disliked the idea of their children being !
away from home in a residential school for the greater part of the
year, and therefore preferred to remain in Inuvik themselves, so that

the1r ch11dren could remain at home.

~
.

- Many of the fac111t1es in Aklavik were left in a substandard
state during the ear]y part of this’ period because the government did
not wish to 1nvest in new services in a sett]ement that. they thought
would eventua?]y‘be‘abandoned (Hennke,,1974). At first hous]ng improve-
ments were not being pushedfforward, and'as late as ]966;‘thirty=‘
eight;houses in Ak]avfk were in need of replacement. This represented
36 per cent of the hbuses‘hwthe“MackenzieDe]tawhich required replacing
) (Bissett; 1967). In'agditiong of the fifty-five acceptable.houses in
Ak]avik,;tWenty-three of these were overcrowded according to Makale
(1967). Seventy-five‘pervcent of the popu]ationiwere living in non-
acceptable hous1ng for structura] or overcrowd1ng reasons. The remain-
ing 25 per cent of the popu]at1on were ma1n1y c1v1] servants 11v1ng in
government hous1ng (1b1d ). _ | .
Eades (1971) suggested that it was the 1ack of accommodat1on
rather than the 1ack of emp]oyment 1n the late 19605 wh1ch prevented
‘people from moving_ back to Aklavik. He cites ten to twelve fam111es
~ then living.in Inuv1k who wou]d have ‘Tiked to return to Ak]avhk but |
were unable to do so because of the shortage of hous1ng Both

quantity,’'and qua11ty of hous1ng were therefore additional factors
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';:'preventing migration back to Aklavik in'some cases. Between 1971- 74

thlrty new three- bedroom houses were bu1]t in Ak]av1k but these were
,a]l allocated to residents of Aklavik whose houses were in substandard
condition, or overcrowded, and were not avai]ab]e for former Aklavik
residents living in Inuvik. ‘ :

The availability of hea]th-tacilities was an important factor
favour1ng migration to Inuvik 1n a small number of cases. A one
hundred bedhospita] with five doctors and two dentlsts was avai]ab]e

in Inuvik during this period. In Ak]av1k prlor to 1965 a small frame

structure served ‘as the nursing stat1on but in 3965 a new stqt1on was

erected. No doctor was stat1oned in Ak]av1k but two nurses served the
rcommunity Other fac1]1t1es and services were not renovated until
the m1d 1960s .either. A new R.C.M. P detachment and a new. Hudson's

Bay Company store vere pr0v1ded in the m1dd1e %f the decade ; ' .

'Factqrs Favouring Migration to-Aklavik

The-dec]ine of unski]]edilabouring jobs at the close of the
construct1on per1od was one factor favourﬁng m1grat1on back to Aklav1k |
of forty-five of the people who had been involved in the construct1on "
of Inuv1k It was also fundamenta] in explaining: the smaller number
of m1grants who moved to Inuvik from Aklayik between 1962 74+ As
po1nted out earlier, a factor which preveE;Ed\many Ak]av1k res1dents |
from f1nd1ng employment permanently in Inuv1k part1cu]ar1y during
the second per1od was the1r lack of educat1ona1 qua]1f1cat1ons Though,
| the 1eve1 of forma] educatlon is now much greater among young sett]e-
vment natives, they still lack the education required for -economic |

success, their techn1ca]»train1ng has been minimal, and they are
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therefére unqualified for most jobs in Iduvik. In 1967, Smith (1971)
reported that Aklavik Eesidenﬁs in the 18-30 years age group Showed a
makked degree of age-grade retardation. Moét were two to five years
behind the 1eve1 of achievement of tﬁejr qounterparts in southern
Canada. "Late schoo],ehtry, grade fai]urés, and interrupted schdolihg

accounts ‘for most of the age-grade retardation observed in this
n3 ; )

. category"(ibid.).  For those completing secondary education, direct

&

~control over personnel policies of other govern

entrance to the-emp1oyment'system is seldom possible bééause further‘
training is usﬁa11y required}and as Smith points out those who go on Ed.
further training havéﬂﬁﬂmmderately Hiéh drob-éut rate"‘(jgig.).

In 1968-69 the Department of Indian Affains and Northern Develop-
ment (D.I.A.N.D.) stated that its policy for NOrthern~ehp10yment was \\ N

terhsure that 75 per cent of all government jobs in the North would be

‘held by northerners by 1978. However; as Lotz poinfj/but (1970a), even

if all ﬁorthern natives wished govefnmeht Bobs;nz;}AA.N.D.has.no

nt departménts, and

moreover: - . a . -

Even a brief glance at the qualifications .needed for positions in
the rapidly expanding Northwest Territories government wil} raise
doubts about the validity of the Department's suggestiop.” A1l
~ seem to require University graduation,-specialized ski}1s and wide
experience--all qualifications that few Northerners, and no Northern
native peoples possess (p. 279). - o .

The eéonomic significance of hunting, trapping'and fishing must

not be<undergstiméted as a factor encouraging migration back:to -

¢

‘ Aklavik, and diScouraéihg further moVémeﬁts tdvinhvik;v Déspite the

‘drastically over the previous decade, the dependence of a large portion .

fact that the numbers engaged in fu11ftime trapping had declinedv

3Quqted by permission of the author.
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of Aklavik s population on cash and in- kind revenue from traditiona]
resource harvesting activities continued The availabiiity d? alterna-
ltive and more ]ucrative sources of employment in Inuvik and elsewhere A
encouraged many residents to migrate to the new town, and to spend less
time in hunting, trapping and fishing: activities However, many

migrants who returned to AklaVik cited eaSier avai]ability of’ comntry

"food as & major. reason for their return Twenty per cent of the

. responses Cited this factor, and 1t was aiso thé major response to the

~

question ‘concerning the attractions of Aklavik. Thirty~five per cent 'Y

of the responses indicated that good hunting/fishing and trapping was

a major attractionlof the settlement (see Appendix. L). Several returne '

. migrants stated that living in Aklavik offered much'more seCuFity than

1iving in Inuvik. In Ianik good trapping, hunting and fishing areas

are a conSiderable distance from the sett]ement, and near]y all food

| _has to be bought from the store In cases of unemp]oyment families may

.. migration Kinship ties are particuiarly strong amongst the native

'~(1974) indicates g ; | .4n~¢33; ‘

peopie cited this reasonvas the maJor one encouraging their returna

suffer conSiderable hardship Return—migrants to Ak]aVik pOint out

‘ that in Ak]aVik if a person is unemp]oyed he is at 1east ab]e to obtain

e
food from the land, and is secure in that respect. As Gemini North

. I

Given its rich hunting, trapptng and fishing resources and . the o

natural “beauty of local ‘rivers, mountains, and forests, it is e

not difficult to understand why Aklavik's population today is -
the same or. higher than y; wag prior to the creation of Inuvik.:
p. 154) e , ‘

~

Social’ conSiderations were perhaps the most important perceived~

R .t

€oo LT
. -

factors encouraging migration back to AkiaVik <« A high proportion of i

o

segment of the popu]ation and 36 per cent of the responses referred -



Y

_ ,$§?¥#;.‘
“directly to the wish to be with family and friends as the major con-
trlbutory factor encouraging them to moye back to Aklavik. In addition.
a large percentage of the responses to'the quest1on concern1ng migrants'
likes of Aklavik referred to ‘social factors Th1rty-one per cent of .

the responses cited fr1end11ness as a“major attraction of Ak1avik a

further 23 per cent 11ked it because it 1s sma11er and|qu1eter than _{_“,;Un,m

Inuv1k ’ Permanent Inuv1k m1grants agreed w1th th1s as essment of the
social attract1veness of Ah]av1k (See Appendix L), \’f ‘ ‘

Most of the hypotheses suggested prior to dat&*tqllection for

: permanent m1grants were coanrmed by/?held observat1ons. Migration to’
Ian1k was mainly due to econom1c/emp1oyment factors and dur1ng the

" 1n1t1a1 construct1on phase was se]ect1ve of white ma]e government
emp]oyees and nat1ve males and females in the 20 40 years age rande
Return-m1gration to Ak1a%1k was ma1n1y due to "soclal" factors and 'to ;'t
the ava11ab111ty of good hunt1ng/frapp1ng and f1sh1ng areas, and aga1n‘
was selective of the younoer nat1ve .age groups wh1ch was not- ant1c1-‘»"
_pated It wou]d appear -that Inuv1k s "pu]P' partlcularly 1n economlc
terms, rather than Ak]avjk s "push" was the maJor factor xp]aining
the net migratgry loss of people from Aklav1k over the th]e period
- Aklavik's “"pull® operated ch1ef1y in "soc1a1" terms {a]though the
.'ava11ab1]1ty of cquntry food was a]so 1mportant). and soc1a1 factors

+ ) [
Lo (-

éxert a weaker "hull* than econom1c = R
o ‘ L

- TEMPOR'ARX MOVEMENTS T / |

- . s . ov‘.,’,'
o .

AfAklav1k is most c]osely 11nked to Inuv1k Th1s stems part]y from

the resettiement of Ak]a\nk families in Inuvik, durin and MTow-;'} o

“ing the construction phasé in the late 1950s. Scheddled- and
chartexed-air flights as well as boat tr1ps and ready  communica-
t1on aids c]ose]y link: the two commun1t1es Ak!ayﬁk peop]e_go,to

“\\ .
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- The temporary movement between the two sett]ements is cons1der 1e,

,ava11ab111ty of sh0ps, recreat1ona1 and. med1¢a1 fac1l1t1es )

" stopover en route to other areas

[
¢

S
\ i

work in Inuvik for vary1ng durat1ons accord1ng to thé avai1abf]ity
of employment. (B1ssett, 1967, p 118) ’ L

.

- A'major part of the research was concerned wnth the inter-"

re]at1onsh1ps between Aklavik and Inuv1k and the temporary moyement of

)

peop]e between the two sett]ements is ‘one VEry 1mportant aspedt illus-

’7'con51derab1e. S1xty-n1ne per cent of the permanent Inuv1k migranks ‘who

were 1nterv1ewed have re]atives st11] 11v1ng in Ak]av1k In add1t1on

25 per cent of a]] Aklav1k res1dents hav7 ch11dren 11vfng 1n Inuv1k

as might be expected the movement from Ak)avnk toﬁlnuv1k is a
¥

greater than the mOVement in the other dﬁrect1on " This 1s du .,'"

,'and to the 1mportance of Inuvﬁk as a soc1al meet1ng p]ace as we]] as a

R
!
N
Ca
[

Quest1ons 1n the Lnterv1ew re]ated to the number of‘v1s1ts to

the other sett]ement mode and season of trave], and the reaFons for ;

0

v1s1ts In Ak]av1k these quest1ons were asked to a]] Aklav1k res1-
<

11ved in Inuv1k In" Inuv1k the quest1qns were on]y asked to m1grants

o
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wh0\had ]1ved in Ak]av1k The data are not therefore representat1ve t';t

:of the tota] Inuv1k populat1on but_ are b1assed‘¢owards those re51dents

who had m1grated from Ak]av1k Itwseems probable that the volume of

Htemporary movements from InUV1k to Ak1av1k is domlﬁhted by th1s groﬁp

‘:.1nterv1ewed v1s1t Inuv1k On}y f1ve peop]e stated that they never :

R

”0 e
- since 87 per cent o# the reasons glven for v1s1t1ng-Aklav1k were "to .
visit fam11y and frlends oo ?'_57'= ‘1'f '”f"7‘ 'y; o if}' {‘f.Vé;
‘ N1nety-f1ve per cent (97 people) of- all AéJHV1k res1dents o-"°f'

trating- these " 11nks The k1nsh1p ties. between the tWo §btt1e rnts are - ..

| -dents who were 1nterv1eWed and not s1mp]y to those who had\prev1ously 'c; ';:'



_J-stit Inuvik and only_seven'had not visited Inuvik in the last year.
‘Of the five who_neverfvistt fnhvik, four were aged over sevehty, and |
one was in the 50-54 years age range. E1ghty e1ght per cent (85" people)
of former ‘Aklavik res1dents now 11v1ng 1nInuv1kv1s1t Aklavik. E]den
peop]e stated that they .never visit Ak]av1k and th1rteen had not ¢
f‘v1s1ted.thesett1ement in’ the past year The e]even non v1s1tors were
not concentrated 1 any part1cu1ar age- sex ethn1c or occupat10na1
group | . ‘ | .
The maJor1ty of 1nterv1ewees visited the other 'settlement’ on]y
rq-once or tw1ce'1n the last year (see'Table'IB) Peop]e from Ak]av1k
£v1s1t Ian1k mare frequent]y thanInuv1kpeop1e visit Aklav1k The

average Aumber of v1s1ts to Ak]av1k by Inuv1k interviewees was three,

the averade number of v151ts to Inuv1k by. Ak]av1k 1nterv1ewees was Six.

N ri S TABLE 18

JTOTAL NUMBER OF VISITS TO_AKLAVIK AND 1Nu, K IN THE LAST YEAR
- Numbew, of Visits * Inuvik Visitors to Aklavik ., Ak]av1k V1s1tors to
_ - . T Inuv1k
0 3 13 1353 77 6.y
1-2 Y0 o417 36 . 38.9%
3-9. B N % oz 40.8%
B [ S 2 1283 18 - Imsg
TOTAL .. % 00 © 103 - 100 |

e
PR
el

“

SOURCE:v'InUViR-Ak]avjk interviews, Ju]y:August, ]974.»o

S

The vast maJor1ty of the v1sitors spent. on1y one or two days in

‘the other sett]ement (see Table 19) Ak]av1k v1s1tors to0Inuv1k were

a i

vk more 11ke]y to spénd longer 1n Inuv1k

1o

/

o
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TABLE 19

& - ‘
" LENGTH OF VISITS ﬂ .
Length of Stay - - Inuvik Visitors to Aklavik Visitors to
' . o . Aklavik Inuvik

o 3 T3 7 6.8%
1 -2 days S 73 - 76.0% - 73 0 -70.
Over 2 days 10 . 10.4% 23 22.3%
TOTAL 96 100 103, 100

= - .
SOURCE: Inuvik-Aklavik interviews, July-August, 1974

, Aklavik lies thirty-five air miles and eighty river<mi1es‘from\‘

Tnuvik. * The route hy'river‘a1so acts as the winter road from mid~

_ December until mid-April (see,Figuke 11). y air the‘ffip takes \

approximate]y.twenty‘minuEes' and by boat, dar and "ski-doo" frmntwoto’
. four hours. The’ greatest number of v1sLtor between the two settle-

ments used air transport. Visitors from Akla 1k to Inuv1k were more

- inch’ned to-use this mode ofutranspor‘t ion. Tr nsport by taxi.on the

winter road between Aklav1k and Inuvikwas the gxt most frequent means of

travel. Cars and"sk1 doés"were thenext used fohms of'transpbrt,
,vf011owed by boats (see Table 20) ARlavik v1s1tors to Inuv1k were aga1n

_.more inclined to use boats than Inuvi v1s1tors to Ak]av1k.

J/\\S1nce a1rcraft was the most frequent]y used ‘form of trahg;ort

statistics wWere’ obta1ned on the number of f11ghts 1nto Aklavik air-

. craft. Schedu]ed f11ghts connect Ak]av1k with Inuv1k f1ve times.

week1y (Monday to Sa;urday, exc]ud1ng Tuesday) The service is prd;
V1ded by a Tw1n Otter a1rcraft whjch has room for eigh%een passengers,

ihc{uding a small amount of'freight; The fare between Aklavik and e

o f \
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Inuvik was $26.00 return in 1974. By far" the most frequent]y'”
‘of a1r transport between the settlements 1s by chartered aircraft.
""‘Two fharter companies operate between Aklav1k and Inuv1k--Ak1av1k F]ylng
Servhce which flies Twin: Otter Alrcraft and Ram Atr whichroperates
sma1ﬂer a1rcraft--usua11y Cesna 185, carry1ng four passengers The -

Jnumber of return f]1ghts from Inuv1k to Ak]av1k made by- Ram Air for

the yean&August 1973 to Jduly 1974 was as follows:

- TABLE 21
“inr\\ RETURN FLIGHTS INTO AKLAVIK BY RAM AIR AUGUST 1973 JULY 1974 -

Sept Oct. Nov Dec. dan. Feb. Mar, April May June July

‘.

.138_‘*- 109, .53 20 14 ‘30 20 26 74 108 70

,SOQRCE:y Lyle Trimble, Manager; Ram'Air];

The months June to October are the bus1est for the’ charter com-
5pan1es w1th as many as nine: f11ghts each day 1nto Ak]av1k by Ram A1r
A large percentage of these f11ghts carry 11quor from Ian1k to Ak]av1k
In 1974 it cost from $52 50 to $56. 00 to charter a p] ane 0ne ~way from Inuv1k to .
‘ Ak]av1k wh1ch 1s a cons1derab]e sum of money when cons1der1ng the
'-_1ncomes of most Ak]av1k res1dents However, as Wacko (]973) indicates:
' oo in the North there ex1sts an aff]uent poor " The reference ‘
' is to native’ people who have considerable "d1sposab]e income"
beJng spent on alcoholic beverages, since these incomes are not
,///’/ being speht on food, ‘education, recreation, or material things
h1ch are usua]ly cons1dered necess1t1es by non- nat1ves (p 8)p\
Ak]av1k F]y1ng Serv1ce operate an average of three f11ghts each

day 1nto Ak]av1k w{th a peak of twe]ve f11ghts 1n one day,4 nd -

W 4Pers,'Comm.»_R.M, Hj]],vManager,,InUVik ReSearchfLabQ-:;;
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- therefore’ the connect1ons betweenInuv1kand Aklavlk are. substantial.
‘ Most of the charter alr travel takes place during the summer months,
and yet most of the movement be tween the. two settlements takes place til
in the w1nter It must- be concluded that ‘the w1nter road serves as :
the ch1ef transportat10n l1nk 1n the w1nter months _ ' |
| The w1nter is sthe season when most ‘visits are made between the
two settlements and a greater ‘number and proportlon of Aklavik res1dents o
'. visit Inuv1k in this season (Table 22) Th1s is the season 1n which ; |
| the w1nter roadv1s in operat1on fr6m mid- December to mid-April for cars ' N
,: and "sk1 doos" and for taxis and air transport 1s also available 'Thej V
one way tax1 fare between Inuv1k and- Aklav1k 1s $75 00 and often
several people w1ll share thls cost to lower the amount for each per- - .\\""J
'spn, Summer is the next most popular season for travel between the"vne’fh)dp' |
two settlements and aga1n;§’1arger percentage of" Aklav1k residents C \\\\\\
v151t Inuv1k in® summer than Inuv1k res1dents v1s1t Aklav1k Spr1ng ,»vt'
follows closely beh1nd summer in number of v1swts between the two |
settlements The late sprlng -and early summer 1s@¢he tlme when theh
k muskrat season ends and many trappers, part1cularly from Aklav1k ‘
may v151t Inuv1k to buy store goods and to celebrate the end of the“_. ,t

muskrat season Th1s probably explains the larger percentage of

Q-

Aklav1k res1dents who v1s1t Inuv1k durlng the sprlng and summer rather lff"“

than v1ce versa (see Table 22). : \\-»‘ L .’-‘_
5’-,°Hj A quest1on on the interview asked whether Aklav1k res1dents

. vf31ted Inuv1k more-frequently 1n the last few years than when 1t was
“ first establ1shed and Inuv1k re51dents were asked whether they‘>1s1ted :f
Aklav1k more frequently 1n the last few years than when they ftrst

moved to Inuv1k Th1rty-f1ve Der cent of Aklav1k 1nterv1ewees . 7:;71‘”; h'fiiﬂ

<
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v1s1ted Inuvik more frequent]y in the last few years than when it was
first estab11shed Abeut the same percentage v1s1ted 1t the same number

of t1mes and the remalnder of Ak1av1k 1nterv1ewees v1s1ted 1t Iess

! For Inuv1k m1grants 36 per cent v1s1ted Ak]av1k 1ess than when they

et ey to Inuvik. Twenty*-elght per cent v1s1ted it more, and- the

remainder v1s1ted it about the-same number of t1mes each year

The most frequent]y c1ted reason for v1s1t1ng the other settle-

ment more frequent]y was the ava11ab111ty of a w1nter road in the Iast

four years to connect the two sett]ements, kept open by local govern-.

o ment or by 01] compan1es For Inuv1k re51dents the most frequently

te :reason for not v1s1t1ng Ak]av1k as. often in recent years as when

’to Inuv1k was that they had. 1ost contact with people '

The response "to v1s1t fam11y and fr1ends" was most often givery

- to the quest1on ask1ng for reasons for v151ts to the other sett]ement

A 'E1ghty -seven per cent of Inuv1k 1nterv1ewees gave th1s answer, and |
10 per cent of the responses gave "bus1ness reasOns" as the maJor ’

‘vtreasons for v1s1t1ng Ak]av1k (see Table 23) V1s1tors from Ak]av1k
}to Inuv1k had a much more d1verse Tist of reasons for v1s1t1ng Inuv1k
.—The most 1mportant reason was to "v1s1t fam11y and fr1ends " Over
.half the reasons c1ted th1s factor Shopp1ng and- 11quor purchases
..were the next most 1mportant reasons Bus1ness reasons were c1ted
as the th]rd most 1mportant\reason fo]lowed by "hea]th " "b1ngo,":f

' stopover én route e]sewhere,“ "funera1 ! and "ho]1day‘"
| In terms of the se1ect1v1ty of v1s1tors between the two settle-

:.ments the number of v1s1ts in terms of age, sex, ethn1c and mar1ta1 "

status group 1s more 1mportant than the select1v1ty of v1s1tors and:

n7



- TABLE 23

REASONS FOR VISIT-
(more than one possib]e)

 Inuvik Visitors td Aklavik

< Aklavik V1s1tors to Inuv1k

118

- o

TABLE 24

" NUMBER OF VISITS BY AGE GROUPS -

=

Number 4 Number z
Family/friends = 81 87477
Shopping/1iquor = ,
purcha;es 0 0 - 22 15.4
Business 10 10.2 19 | 13.2
Curling/bingo 1. 1.2 3 2.1
 Wedding/funeral 1 1.2 0 07
Health 0 0 17 ) 1.9
Stopover ‘_O 0 - 3 2.1 ,
© Holiday ) o . 0.7
| 93 100 143 100
SOURCE: Interviews in Ak]aQﬁk-Inuvik, Ju]y-Auéust;1974b'

Number .

Age Group of Inuvik V151tors Age Group of Ak]av1k V1s1tors
- of . to Ak]av1k D to Inuv1k
© Visits 20-54 . . 55+ 20-54 | 55+
0 '8 10.8% 5 22.7% 2 2.6% 5 19.2%
1-3 45 60.82 17 _77.3% .37 48.08 . 16 61.6%
4-9 9 2.2% 0 0 23 20.9% v2 o 17%
10+ 12 .16.2% 0 -0 - 15 19.5% '3 11.59
CTOTAL - 74 100 22100 77 100 26100
* SOURCE: ~Interviews in Inuvik-Aklavik, July-August 1974. -
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non-visitors In terms of age structure young people tend to vfs1t the
other sett]ement more frequent]y than older peop]e (see Table 24).
Inuvik’ res1dents in the 20-54 years age range visited Aklavik more
frequent]y than residents"over Fifty-five 'None of the residents aged

" fifty-five and ove v1s1ted Ak]av1k more than three times, whilst over

-a Quarter of the 20-54 years age group d1d v1s1t Aklavik over thr
t1mes. The selectivity of migration for the younger groups 1s even
more obv10us for Aklavik visitors to Inuvik. Half the 20-54 years age
group from Ak]av1k v1s1ted Inuvik more than three t1mes compared to
less than a fifth of those over fifty-five. i

- Selectivity according to sex faveurs a gneater number ofhyisits
by males to bothvsettiements (see Table @5). Since interviews were
-biassed toWards fema]es this;contrast is even more pronounced. For
hk]aVik’vtsitors to Inuvik the contrast between the numhefbof visits
' by ma]es and females is greater than for Inuvik v1s1tors to Aklavik.
The percentage of males v1s1t1ng Inuvik more than three t1mes was over
twice as Iarge-as the;percehtage of fema1es.-. _

In terms'of ethnic se]ectivity mhite and MetiS'residents of the

'dtwo towns are the most frequent v1s1tors to the other sett]ement but .
Eskimo and Ind1an v1s1tors provide by far the 1argest number of
v1s1tors, because there are more of them amongst the 1nterv1ewees
(see Table 25). The.f1gures for white and Met;s are small, but for~r'»
--both Aklavik ahd;Inuvik they repreSent the mostyfrequent temporary
4migrants between the two~sett1ements' In the 1ast year' 25 per cent
of;the wh1tes and Metis 1n Inuv1k v151ted Ak]av1k and 30 per cent

of the whites and Met1s in Ak1av1k v1s1ted Inuv1k over ten t1mes

Indians have the h1ghest percentage of non-visitors, 17 per cent,of -
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TABLE- 25

NUMBER OF VISITS

BY SEX .

#5oy of Inuvik Visitors

A

Sex of Aklavik Visitors

i

SOURCE: Interviews in Tnuvik-Aklavik, July-August, 1974.

TABLE 26

NUMBER OF VISITS BY ETHNIC ORIGIN

lavik Visitors to Inuvik

%

?iﬁll

120

Number © to Aklavik to Inuvik
o_of  Mle  Female = Male  Femile
Visits'  No. % Ho. % No. % No. %
0 9 20.5 4 7.7 L4 8 3 5.6
-3 22 50.0 40 76.9 17 347 . 36 66.7
4-9 - 6 13.6 “3. 5.8 16 327 9 16.6
10+ 7 15.9 5 9.6 12 245 s 1.0
TOTAL - 44 100 - 52 100 . 49 100 .. 54 100

Number — Inuvik Visitors to Aklavik Ak

of  Indian  Eskimo Metis & Indian  Eskimo . Metis &

Visits s - ~ White = T White
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No.

0 5 16.6 6 12.3 2 11.8 5 25.0 0 0 2. 6.6
-3 23 768 32 65.3  7-41.2° 11 55.0 32 60.4 10 33.4
4-9.%2 66 3 61 4 235 2 10.0 14 26.4 '9 30.0
¢ 0 0 8 163 4 235 2100 7 13.2 ‘9 30.0

TOTAL 30100 49100 . “17 100;.+ 20°100 .- 53100 30 100 .
- SOURCE:  Interviews in Inuvik-Aklavik, July-August, 1974, -~ .
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Inuvik Ind1ans did not v15it Aklavik in the last year, and 25 per cent

‘ of the AkIav1k Indians did not visit- Inuv1k The Iargest number of L

T visitors to Tnuvik and AkIav1k are of Esklmo ethnic or1g1n and most of

these vis1ted the other. settIement one to three times in the Iast year

. In terms of marltaI status s1ng1e peopIe in~Tnuvik’ were the most
frequent v1s1tors to AkIav\k--35 3 per cent v1s1ted it more than ten
times in the Iast year, whilst onIy 10 per cent of the marr1ed res1dents

v1s1ted Aklavik - over ten t1mes In Ak]av1k the reverse s1tuation

A=

: 'ex1sted Marr1ed res1dents tended o be over represented in the -

Jcategory of vis1tors who v1s1ted Inuv1k over ten t1mes in the Iast
year (see Table 27) -The - h1gh percentage of 51ngje peOpIe fromklnuv1k
v1s1t1ng AkIav1k over ten times 1s probany due to t\e Iarge numgér
peop]e with fam111es Teft 1h Ak]avik whom they visit frequent]y A
lnotid prev1oust 25 per cent of AkIav1k 1nterv1ewees had ch1Idren 1n
- Inuvik., . _,‘ ' '/‘] S a;'y o . d] ' ;é_,faa\,f; -
fgj Pupdﬂs from AkIav1k are aIso 1nvoIved in temporary movements s , f\ }s
"_to Inuv1k As pointed out ear11er unt1I 1973 74 pupw]s from Aklavik had o
“to go to Inuv1kf0rGradesIX X11 but in the 1973 74 year, drade IX was -
“added ‘to Moose Kerr School 1n AkIav1k Pup1Is st1II ha to go to . “
Inuv1k 1f they w1shed to continue with Grades X- XII T 0. hosteIs are in f'f"
operat1on in Inuv1k at present aIthough there is some d1 cuss1on '>
ybamongst Department of Educat1on oﬁf1c1als WhICh may Iead to the cIosure

of one of the hosteIs ' Numbers have dropped in both hostels s1née |
.v h1gher grades have been offered in some of the smaIIer settlements '4v“ 17;;3i
"Str1nger HaII the Ang11can hoste] had over’ 300 pup1]s 1n 1959 and ;;;;;-p;;

1n 1974 had 83 ‘whilst GroII1er Hall, the’ Roman CathoI1c hoste] hag

'240 pup1Is 1n 1959 and in 1974 had 80 The hostels cont1nued in

. ," : el
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.: SOURCE Hoste] records 1n Inuv1k » T e

Tar

lout1y1ng sett]ements W T “, i '._" o

o197 Cer.
e 1972 e

. v
0

"operat1on 1n the'1973 74 academic year because the government antic1- E _é:j

pated a rise 1n the number of pup1ls atta1n1ng h1gher grades from ,.t o

<123,

S TABLE 2Bl

PUPILS FROM AKLAVIK IN RESIDENCE -IN INUVIK HOSTELS, 1959-74 »ff'," vv?‘bf

CYear® . \' - Hostel v L

. Stringer- Ha]] o Grqilier.Hall f}l -Tota]i_

1959 o c a4 ,-; IO R U S '
1960 | “L;;40 SR Ce 200 w60
1961 0 elTRE3 0 T T T 62
1962 . w024 s e T 3
1963 . - 40 = R L 55

B L PRI () IR S
1965 . 32 - NS L .43
1966 = 40 g s T gt ey
%35

24

1967°, °:- L S T,
1968, . ¢ 16 . o g
1969 0 a5 e T g

35

‘ , e e 30«
1973 L e 30t
1974‘5 ST 8 U

B

. .
7 PR .
e o L T

~° /] ..l.' ":}}._ L E . .., . . k) . /o , : - ’ . ’

':_Inuv1k hostels for the per1od 1959 74 The f]uctuat1ons 1n numbers of

pup1ls from Ak]av1k at the two hosté]s appears to be very s1gn1f1cant,.:§ff

. {
ten ch11dren at a hoste] s1nce pup1ls W1th parents 11v1ng 1n Iguv1k

have to 11ve at home. Numberssmay 1ncrease 1n one\\solated year

~.;because parents dec1de to spend the greater part of the academ1c year

,f;at the:r camp on the Delta and the ch11dren theﬁ 11ve 1n,a hoste1 55 '

fa

Tab]e 28 reveals ‘the number of pup;}s from Aklav1k 1n the twe f o ’?::

8.
6
_ 8 . - e
‘ | v | | 6 fg oA 4] o "3,\," .
Slme e e g b
8
8
8

. but in fact the move of onesfam11y to Inuv1k can result 1n a drop of fhg'f*b‘

, The drop in numbers 1n 1961 62 1n Str1nger Hal] 1s due to the movement 11]},};;;
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{
1nto Inuv1k of: severa] fém111es from Akfav1k whose ch11dren thén 11ved

/ at home S1xteen to seventeen pupils were expected to enter Grade X

_in Inuv1k in the 1974 75 academfc year

The- drop -out rate is h1gh for pup115 com1ng to Inuv1k -from
Aklav1k and the other Delta sett]ements, with an est\mated drop -out
rate of 25 per cent in the first month ' f\\ f -

It was hypothes1zed in CHapter I that temporary migration from '

w'y

~ Aklavik to Inuvik and vice- versa wou]d be ma1n1y for social reasons or |

for med1ca] care. E1ghty n1ne per cent of the responses of Inuv1k

v1sators'to Ak]av1kfand 57.3 pervcent of the responses of Aklav1k

- visitors to‘Inuvik’cited "socia]'reasons ! Med1ca1 care was not as’

1mportant a reason for Ak]av1k v1s1tors to Inuv1k as "shopp1ng and
11quor purchases,“raag "busiress reasons" were the secondbmost frequent

responses for Inuvik v1s1tors to Ak]av1k It Wﬁs a]so hypothesized*’

- that temporary movements would not be conflned to any part1cu*ar season

but were 11ke1y to be concentrated in summer months (due to more

LB

' p]easant.cl1mate in summer, use of river transportat1on, etc.). Howf -

_ever this was not found to be the case. Although mov%ment'takes place: ..

throughout the year, 1t was found to be concentrated in. the w1nter

, . months. The réasons for this probab]y re]ate to the ava1]ab111ty of (7

[

an 1nexpensxxg transportat1on 11nk--the w1nter road “and also to the
need to offset the Tong w1nter darkness with soc1a1 act1v1t1es

It was a]so hypothes1zed that seasona] m1grat10n wou]d be
ch1ef]y from Ak]av1k to Inuv1k in, response to JOb opportun1t1es and,
would affect ma]es and fema]es 1n the younger age groups . whofare

unsk111ed Although quant1tat1ve data are not ava11ab1e to test the_

-

| \:. SInterview,with Ron'Thehy,‘headmaster,‘samuel,HearnelS@hool,,
Inlvik | e SRR :



. _wou]d be predom1nant1y conf1ned to the o]der res1dents of Aklavik--

< . 125,

reliability of this hypothes1s an examination of the Ak]av1k Emp]oyment
0ff1ce records revea]s that it- is true. Many young Ak]av1k res1dents
were in Inuv1k dur1ng the summer working on temporary JObS of an
- unsk111ed nature. e
-

The f1na1 hvpothes1s w1th re]at1on to temporary movements was -

that permanent res1dence in Aklav1k w1th the 1east contact with Inuvik

former hunters and trappers, ma1n]y of Ind1an and Esklmo ethnic or1g1n
'The number of Ak]av1k res1dents who stated that they never visit Inuvik

was very sma]l-—on]y f1ve peop]e out of 103 1nterv1ewed but w1th very
11m1ted data the hypothes1s appears to be true. Four were over seventy, T_ '
four nat1ve and’ four former hunters and trappers ‘ h |

| The Tinks between Ak]av1k and Inuv1k are numerous.and d1verse-

in character,_and extend beyond mere k1nsh1p ties. Permanent m1grat10n |
~eont{nues today in bothgdirect{ons,‘chiefly forleconomic and‘soc;aﬂ_
reasons. In.addition, temporary movements betmeen;the.tWO settlements
are‘both Targe’in number, and varied in terms of -the Se}ectivity S
of visitors, their reasons foramov1ng, 1ength of stay, mode of. trave]

and season of v1s1ts to the “other sett]ement o o

| W1th a h1gh Tevel of unemp]oyment a 1ow 1hcome per cap1ta and

no visible prospects for mater1a1x1mprovements in the economy of
:Aklav1k, 1t would seem that. the trénd in future _would be for younger i ;f .
people to leave the sett]ement Th1s m1ght be part1cu1ar1y true as B
'.more young peop]e 1n Ak]av1kfrece1ve h1gher levels of educat1on in

Inuvik and elsewhere. The emp]oyment poss1b111t1es in Ak]av1h are v

'very 11m1ted and concentrated 1n the unsk111ed manua] category Howe'

0 '-.‘
~ever, in the last few years a’ large number of. temporary casual JObS {j“ )

R o T | _ P ‘.)/ ‘ ///;t
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have been ava11ab1e 1n the oil and gas exp1orat1on 1ndustry and it
seems 11ke1y that -this number w111 1ncrease in the future, espec1a1]y
Cif a gas p1pe]1nev1s constructed down the Mackenz1e Valley. If this
- is so,g1t may. be that the popu]at1on of Aklavik will- not -be- dep]eted
‘ by out m1grat1on in the next few years Young people may keep Ak]av1k
" as the1r permanent home and move out of the sett]ement for temporary
jobs. This argument is put forward by Gem1n1 North (1974) who suggest

that: -"Aklavik re51dents have demonstrated a preference for living in:

the 80mmun1ty and commut1ng to JObS, rather than moving.to Inuv1k"

- (pp. 61- 52)



. CHAPTER,V
' DEMOGRAPHIC sTRucru'iz'e OF, AKLAVIK
C It is extreme]y d1ff1cu]t to th1nk of a soc1a1 or an economic.
phenomenon, -in any part of the world, that is not conditioned by .
" demographic factors. Consumer demand fakm and factory produc-
tion, the relationship between the supp]y of*and -the demand for
Tabour, housing and "hospital needs, the construction of highways
- and of schools, the supply of teachers, dependency of chmldren
. and the aged,. pollution--identify the phenomenon, and it seems to -
- be one ‘that is influenced by ghe size and the character of popu-
Tation. It comés as a bit of a surprise, then, to discover that
- 50" Tittle has been publishéd on the. populat1on of the Northwest .
Terr1tor1es . . .. (Chang-Mei Lu and-D. C. Emerson Mathurtn,
“ v o 1973) ’
Demograph1c cons1derat1ons are bas1c to a]most a]] future soc1a1;
econom1c and po11t1ca1 spheres of deve]opment in Ak1av1k In v1ew of
th1s fact an’ exam1nat1on and eva1uat1on of the s1ze and compos1t1on of
the population,- together w1th demographic trends 1n the sett]ement is
essent1a1 for future plann]ng Mere numbers of peop]e;are 1mportant ,
'for health and we]fare programs, hoUsing déVé]Opments and recreationaI,'

-

requirements as we]] as for the prov1s1on of roads, shops and othen
v]mun1c1pa1 sermoces In add1t1on‘the compos1t1on of Ak]av1k s popu]a- j'fl
t1on in terms of age and sex, ethn1c or1g1n and mar1t31 status 15 an-
-essent1a] p1ece of p]ann1ng 1nformat1on for the prov1s1on of schoo]s, L
~the supp]y of teachers, homes for the aged and for 1abour force pro--
Ject1ons The dynam1c aspects of Ak]av1k S popu]at1on must also be
exam1ned before plans may be formu]ated Fert111ty, morta]1ty and

m1grat1on are the three bas1c components of p0pu]at1on change and the

- re]at1onsh1p between ‘the rates of change of these three var1ab]es

127 .-



determlnes both the natyral increase or decrease of the popu]ation and
',changes in the démograph1c structure Since b1rth rates and death - .hl‘"' ~_*
«rates are c]ose]y related to 11v1ng standards, feve]s of economlc |
'development, and to the nature of econom1c act v1t1es in the ;gttle- :

{

ment, -an exam1nat1on of these ‘two- var1ab1es 1s essent1a1

P‘OPUVLA‘TI‘ON conp'osn’-ron"

Ak]av1k s proximity to Inuv1k and to recent actlve 01] and gas
exploration has encouraged a mob11e labour force accustomed to wage
emp]oyment and the tota] popu]at1on of Ak]av1k varies throughout the,l

i.year as - re51dents travel to Inuv1k or . e1sewhere for JObS S1m11ar1y,
'short-term and’ longer-term absences from Ak1av1k are frequent as resi-

dents. harvest the’ natura] resources of the De]ta Any de facto censusv

of popu]at1dn is therefore subJect to cons1derab1e var1at1on dependﬂf

'.on the season 1n wh1ch it is conducted To reduce the poss1b111
"-error the census of Ju1y August’1974 was based on severa] d1ffe
'j sources 11sted 1n Chapter I. _ These together prov1ded the most a
assessment of AkTav1k S. tota] popu]at1on s1ze and the compos1t1o :

'the popu]at1on

’nge Structure

An exam1nat1on of Table 29 revea]s a h1gh percentage of 1nfantsg } -
and ado]escents in Ak]av1k compared to the- Canadlan average Forty-
'._three per cent of the popu1at1on :s between O 14 years of age comparedd"
.to 29.5 per cent of the tota] Canad1an popu]at1on Th1s group is both' T
Hnon product1ve and non neproduct1ve and wh1Tst there has been a o B

tendency for the b1rth rate to dec11ne in. Canada as a whole, the rate _
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- ”rema1ns h1gh 1n Ak]av1k resulttng in a 1arge proportion of the popula-v
't1on aged between 0-14 years ‘ B '
TABLE 29 S L

. AGE STRUCTURE OF AKLAVIK 1974, —COMPARED WITH CANADA AND THE
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES, 1971

Age Group Aklavik Nopthwest Terr1tor1es_7 " Canada o
. .. Number % - Number - 9. * Number I
65+ 38 51 75 aq. ,1',744,810, 8.1 ,
19-64 . 387 519 19,110 ss.0 - 13,442,605 - 62.4 ’
0—-14 31 30 14,940 42.9 . 6,380,895 29.5 '
CTOTAL - 746 100 34,805 0. 21 ,568,310 100 -

‘ ,SOURCE: Aklavik figures from July August Census, 1974‘ Figures for
) the Northwest Territories ~and: Canada, from Statistics Canada, Cd
1971. Census of Canada S ‘ L R
The adu]t age group, ]5 64, 1s under—represented in Ak]av1k | ‘
o compared w1th the Noﬁl‘yest Terr1tor1es and Canada due ch1ef1y to out-
m1grat1on of peop]e 1n these years ~Only s]1ght]y over ha]f of the L

popu]atwon 1s in the productlve and reproduct1ve age group compared '.t

o with a]most two th1rds in Canada and 55 per cent 1n the Northwest

Terr1tor1es - ," o o ‘l S ‘ﬂj;. IR T PR

The percentage of the populat1on 1n Ak]av1k aged s1xtyaf1ve and'i

: over is trans1t1ona1 between that of the Northwest Terr1tor1es and of

s

’ Canada and ref1ects a d1m1n1sh1ng death rate in: the Mackenz1e De]ta,'f§7”5

wh1]st the death rate for the Northwest Terr1tor1es as a who]e rema1ns3"-
h1gh The h1gh percentage of peop]e in the older age group 1n the B

nat1on as a whole ref1ects a ]ow morta11ty rate character1st1c of the‘t‘*"h
.. developed wor]d . ‘f PEC jffs.fj?_?jizi' };ﬁ:_»" ; fhf' . ‘.fjglfﬁi

" The soc;a} and economic'impiicatiOna3oftAk1aQik’s age atructure
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are considerab1e The O 14 and 65+ age groupslare,more or 1ess depend-
:ent on the m1dd1e age 'roup, 15- 64 whg make up the 1abour force 'The»:.‘, 3
"”h1gh percentage in th dependent age groups g1ves rise to both socia]
;and econom1c prob]ems 1n Ak]av1k The dependency rat1o1 As very h1gh.
at 1:1. 1, compared with 1: 1 2 for the Northwest Terrltorles and 1:1. 7
'for Canada as" a who]e Forty e1ght per cent of Ak1av1k s populat1on is
,;-dependent on- the product1ve group, compared to 45 per cent in the |
:Northwest Territor1es as a. who]e and‘37 6 per. cent in Canada 2 ‘The |
1abour force in Ak]av1k 1s prov1ded by onTy 51 9 per: cent of the popu-
lation, compared w1th 62 4- per cent of the Canadwan popu]ation as a
‘whole., A h1gh dependency rat1o resu]t# 1n a h1gh rate of expendxture

on educat1on for the young, and on med1ca1 and hosp1ta1 care together

"\,w1th pens1ons and other spec1a11st soc1a1 serv1ces for the aged

YpSex Structure _-?

| A1though the re]at1ve proport1ons of the two sexes do not vary
great]y 1n Ak]av1k the d1spar1ty between the sex structure of the two
~ggroups is 1mportant because of the]r contrast1ng econom1c and soc1al
iroies in the commun1ty Ak]av1k has a s]xght]y'lower percentage of
umaIes than females w1th a sex ratlo of 97 3 ma]es to 100 fema]es ';ﬂ e
R (see Table 30) Th1s compares w1th a ratio’ of 116.3 males to : R

' 100 fema]es 1n the Northwest Terr1tor1es as a who}e and 100 males to

tf]00 fema]es in. a]] of Canada "a“:f;-;f;:”;?ff:-' Vy,ﬂulﬁk'-}j : ";@g_rv* -

' % pa R ) X .
g ]Rat1o of the under 15 and over 55 age groups to the labour
'force 15-64. b ‘ \
Cl 2These percentages refer to the O 14 and 65+ age groups. , R
. 'A]though it §s recogn1zed that fot-all. the 15-64" year olds are. eco- o
“»nom1ca]1y active, they are taken to: represent the labour force on s
wh1ch the other groups.are dependent L L

—




' SOURCE: Ak]av1k data from Ju]y—August Census, 1974 Northwest Terri-
-+ tories and Canadian data: from 1971 Census,. with the exception

=E

' ; fam1]1es beh1nd in Ak]av1k a]though temporar1]y this- s1tuat1on does L

100 Fema]es

of "a" (ratio.of males to 100 fem Tes for N.W.T. )kfrom
Report on Hea]th Cond1t1ons in th .T., 1973 '

i

Out m1grat1on of ma]es, part1cu1ar1y 1n the younger age groups,
exceeds fema]e out—m1grat10n to account for the 1ower rat1o of ma]es K

- to fema]es in Ak]av1k The s1tuat1on does not yet ex1$t in Ak]av1k :5’

where males live sem1 permanent]y in Inuvik- or elsewhere, 1eav1ng

T arise. 0ut~m1grat1on is 1n response to economic factors and 1t is’

ch1ef1y ma]es who respond to wage emp]hyment opportun1t1es 1n Inuv1k

S "\.-

-and elsewhere The h1gh rat1o of maies to fema]es in the Northwest

Terr1tor1es as a who]e is exp11cab1e by the ava11ab111ty of male-

dom1nated JObS part1cu]ar1y 1n m1n1ng, and exp1orat1on An add1t1ona1

‘ exp]anat1on ]1es in the fact that censuses are usua]]y conducted in

' temporary movement of s1ng1e ma]es to the Northwest Terr1tor1es 1s the B

the summer when the ava11ab111ty of- seasona] emp]oyment is h]ghest and

dom1nant m1gratory trend

A compar1son of the ratio. of ma]es to 100 fema]es 1n the d1f- o

ferent age groups in Ak]av1k w1th the Northwest Terr1tor1es and '

131

TABLE 30
| AKLAVI$H6EX STRUCTURE COMPARED WITH THE‘
~ NORTRWEST TERRITORIES AND CANADA
 AKlavik. Northwest Territories  Canada.
S Ma1e : Fema]e . Ma]e e Fema]e © Male .-  Female
' : / L . . . ! ° .
Total 368 378 18,280 16,525 10,795,370 10,772,945
Per Cent = 49.3  50.7 2.5, - - 41.5. . 501 49.9
Ratio males: '97;3.'~f100. BULER 100(1973)3‘] 100 100
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"Canada reveals some interesting>features (see Table 31). In addition,
/
the age- sex pyram1ds for‘Ak]av1k the Northwest Terr1tor1es and Canada

g1Ve add1t1ona] 1nformat1on about the contrasts in the age and sex -

'noomp051t1on of the~three'areas~(see-F1gure 12). -

/
i . o . |

J *7 " TABLE 31

-/ ' RATIO OF MALES:100 FEMALES IN THE DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS FOR
o ' AKLAVIK, NGRTHWEST TERRITORIES AND CANADA

Ak1avik Northwest Territories " Canada

Age . : R v

Group Ma]e ~ Female Male "Female Male Female
65+ . 137.5 100 1141 100 8l.2 - 100

15-64 9.7 100 114.0 100 100.7 . 100

" 0-14 '94.4 - 1000 106.2 100 104.7 '100

SOURCE: ‘Aklavik: 1974 Census. N.W.T. and Canada, Government Census,
1971, R L : : o . '

,,F1gure 12 1nd1cates that both ?k]av1k and part1cu1ar]y the North- ‘ .

west Terr1tor1es have age pyram1ds whﬁch are wide at the base; revea11ng o

2

h1gh fert111ty 1evels but Ak]av1k un11ke the Northwest Terr1tor1es Fl
and Canada has a h1gher proport1on of fema]%s*ﬂb the younger age group.
aThe h1gher rat1o of males to fema]es in the Qe;% years age group for
: Canada and- the Northwest Terr1tor1es 1s‘ﬁbﬁ! "norma]" due to the pre-'
'ponderance of ma1e b1rths ~ The Ak1av1k age pyram1d revea]s a dec11ne’
'; in fert111ty in the last four years However the h1gh proport1on of .
'.females in the younger age group- is s1gn1f1cant since a sharp popu]a—' »"'/;,7
tion increase is 11ke1y when th1s age- cohort moves 1nto the ch]]d-*
-'bear1ng phase of Tife. Ak]av1k has a h1gher proport1on of peop]e 1n

the age group sixty- f1ve and over, than the Northwest Terr1tor1es a=;

‘fact wh1ch is a]so revea]ed by the age pyram1d Un11ke the Canadland F
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| age—sex distribution Aklavik has a much higher ratio of'ma]estto
‘females in the over siktq:ftvefage group, though the numbers are’small.
The ratio of males to femalescis 137.5 to 100 for Aklavik, and 81.2 to
,gloo,for_Canada. Canada's_age:sex_pyramid_revea]shboth 1ow.fertilityf
and-low mortality rates and a‘preponderance of females in. the 65+ years
‘age group, indicatinglthe longer‘]ife expectancy.of fema1es Due to .
l the age structure of Ak]av1k with a high percentage of- peop]e in the
younger age groups, the effects of present h1gh fert111ty Tevels wi]l
:be felt a generat1on‘hence. Even if the number‘of children Jnleach
_fami]y declines; thedabsolute‘nunber of’chijdren wi!] increase.

»

thn1c1tx
4 Ethn1c d1vers1ty 1n Ak]av1k is 1mportant since ethn1c d1ffer-

hences are associated w1th demograph1c var1at10ns in fert111ty, house-
‘hold swze and structure, 1anguage,.re11glon, occupat1on, educat1on,"
‘marital status and soc1a1 and economic status |

_ D1st1nct1on 1s made between f1ve ethn1c groups us1ng 1ega1
_b1o]og1ca1 11ngu1st1c and soc1o]og1ca1 def1n1t1ons as the d1ffer-
fentiating cr1ter1a The five ethnlc groups are Ind1an, Esklmo, Metis, -
permaneni‘wh1te res1dents and temporary wh1te res1dents .. The appe]]a-
tjons "Esk1mo," "Ind1an," and "Met1s" are extreme]y amb1guous Lega]
:def1n1t1ons are emp]oyed by the’ adm1n1strat1on and 1ess r1g1d soc1a]
cand 11ngu1st1c def1n1t1ons by the 1oca1 peop]e These two def1n1t1ons h
do not co1nc1de, and the Dom1n1on Bureau of Stat1st1cs 1tse1f emp]oys
ne1ther 1ega1 nor 11ngu1st1c cr1ter1a 1n d1fferent1at1ng between ethnic o
' groups In the census of 1971 each household head was asked "To what '

'ethn1c or cultural group did you or your ancestor (on the maTe s1de)
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‘belong. . .‘."t This question has not been con51stent1y ap lied in all
| JcensuSes In the earlier aensuses (1931 1941) the questio
stated "racia] origin" rather -than specvfically stating "on the ma]e
side," and was therefore Subject to various 1nterpretations

In this. study Iegal definitions are.. emp]oyed to distinguish
between Indians and Eskimos, since this is the criterion most commpnly

'

' used in official censuses and for comparative purposes 1t was there- ‘

'_' fore con51dered to be the most useful dlstinguishing criterion 1n this

’study However the definition is- both ambiguous and open to different

1nterpretation by various groups and resu]ts 1n some peop]e who have no
) ‘iIndian b]ood whatsoever being c1a551f1ed as Indian, and similarly some :.
fu11 biooded Indians are exciuded from the legai status of Indian. i |

~ The Ind1an Act ]952 (Rev1sed Statutes of. Canada Chapter 149
; Sections 11- ]2) defines an Ind1an as any person }"‘ o Lo
Ji])’,Con51dered to’ "hoid use or enJoy Iands and other :;movable T

;_property be]onging to and appropriated to thejuse of various

' tribes, bands or bodies of Ind1ans of Canada" as of 26>

'2) Twho be]ongs to a band ho]ding such’ Iand or property.vv | _
3) . Who is "a ma]e person who is a direct descendant in the- ma]e flhf\\\
line of a person" entitled to hold such lands i}-;"’F g';[t, ‘»Tﬁiﬁ
'}‘4)vLWho is the legitimatelchiid w1fe or widow of- a man entitied .
to hold- such lands.'” . - ‘J;_- .j'h ;"fF' »\g* | -

5) HWho 1s the 111eg1t1m§te child of a woman subJect to the Indian
Act, so 1ong as the father is. not Kknown to be a non Indian. e

Spec1fica11y exc]uded from Indian status are:
: 1) Enfranchised persons SR ! {.. - ,': ;,,;t

1 2) The w1fe or child of a person not entitled to be regqstered



3) A person.or his descendants a1lotted "ha1f breed lands or money .

scrip " R :/ o

'In”addition the "aboriginal rdCé~’ L known as Esﬁimos"iaré-specif- .sj'f.

. 1ca11y exc]uded from the Act. A ful] b]ooded Indian womad may be

excluded 1f she marr1es a non Indian or#becomes enfranchised and
‘ﬂ s1m11ar]y by marr1age a non- Ind1an woman 1s granted Ind1an status 1f
N she marries an Indwan.‘ The Indlan Band L1st dates back to 1929 and

full censuses of Undians were taken from 1961, based on the criteiia » :‘;‘;, Ny
" laid down +in the Ind1an Act | =Y -
| S1m11ar cr1ter1a are. used to 1dent1fy‘Esk1mos though no act was ,Zf

passed sett1ng down these cr1ter1a and therefore no 1ega1 def1n1t10n

. ‘ 'd’""‘

J
ex1sts for th1s c]a551f1cation For purposes of 1dent1f1cat1on a]h

ey

Esklmos were provided with d1scs stamped w1th a number at the t1me of

the 1941 Census Pr1or to th1s t1me enumerat1on had proved very

d1ff1cu1t OW1ng to the 1ack of un1formity 1n spe111ng of names, and

- the fact that there was no’ common use of fam11y surnames In 1945 the

North was d1v1ded 1nto reglstrat1on dlstr1cts and Fam11y A]lowances

e . Y

""" were 1ssued to Esk1mos For ease o?'adm1n1ster1ngefam1]y A]]owances, S
‘ Sy

and in order to obta1n 1nformat1on on popu]at1on movement, new d1scs T :Lew%;%;gi

. were 1ssued w1th a 1etter and f1gure 1dent1fy1ng the reg1strat1on g ﬁ7£5"“u'v;ﬁ
dﬂstr1ct and a second f1gure‘4dent1fy1ng the part1cu1ar Esk1mo S1nce
1946 the Eskimo Disc L1st haé been used fOr adm1n1strat1on purposes, e
but an attempt was made 1n 1970 to abo]1sh the dlSC system, and to
reestab11sh the use of surnames -"ProJect surname" encoura;ed each
Esk1mo fam11y to se]ect a surname and to use 1t cons1stent1y, but the
prOJect fa11ed and there has been a trend back to the use of d1sc

Nd numbers for 1dent1f1cat1on purposes R ST '

A : :" 200" e

.
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Met1s 1s the most ambnguous of a]l the. ethnic groups A Metis L "

l

«ﬁerson is str1ct1y def1ned as "the offspr1ng of a white father and ah o

B Indwan Mother" (Gem1n1 North, 1974), though a consensus of people agree-

e

) that Met1s are non-Treaty Ind1ans and un11sted Esk1mos (or a mIXture of

.a. e

-the two), that 1s, persons of Ind1an and Esk1mo ancestry who are not in £

“the 1ega1 poswt1on of" Ind1ans and Esk1mos (S]obod1n, 1966) In reafityvy"“

fthe Mackenz1e De]ta Met1s have no ex1stence legally or adm1n1strat1ve1y;

'ctThe Metis Assoclatwon 1nc1udes "any person of M1xed Ind1an and npn-
- Ind1an b]ood" and "any person who is a’'non- reg1stered Treaty Ipdian"if

'(that is whose father is not a- Treéty Ind1an) 3 “The Domlnion Bureau of

Statlst1cs does not recogn1ze the separate ex1stence of Met1s as such :

: ;and no popu]at1on data re]at1ng to b1rth rates, death rates and natural«"35

;1ncrease are dfstwngu(}hed Met1$ persons may be 1nc1uded 1n any one
| 'iof the categor1es "Ind1an,"."Eskhmo,” "wh1te" or’ "other,f depend1ng on

- their res1dence--whether on an Ind1an reserve, 1n an urban anea rural

'-commun1ty or e]sewhere (S]obodln, 1966) In th1s study 1t 1s thought

to be usefu] to d1st1ngu1sh Met1s as a separate ethn1c group s1nce they

".revea1 certa1n un1que demograph1c fea&ures which are obscured by their

r1nc1us1on 1n one of the other groups, and\wh1ch distort the character- ‘« rf

P

~}__,'5'1st1cs exh1b1ted by the other ethnwc groups._'ztf_"” . ‘
| Ch11dren were c]ass1f1ed as Met1s 1f they;had m1xed b}ood as
1ohg as the1r father was not a Treaty Ind1an,:1n wh1ch case by refer—

:, ehce to the Ind1an Act they WEre 1ega11y c1ass1f1ed as Ind1an~ In the

: . . L )x.‘ -

A s e sty P . B ' o PO o . PR Nt
= J,-é‘-h. . : : . .\‘,'.,

-

SRR 3Th1s déf1n1twon would seem to exc]ude peop1e,w1th m1xed E§k1mo

and white. blood’ but an official from the Metis. Association said.that -

. such a person would: be admitted to thefAssoc1at1on~s;nce\membershxp is"
gxtegded to 1nc1ude anyone w1th ome 1nd1genous North Amer1qan nat1ve

-© 1oo : . - L a :

;"

o
i

TN P

F i
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\ ~

«case of i]Tegitimate children where the father was unknown, the child
/////:as 1ssumed to take the mother S. eﬁhn1c1ty

L

, "Permanent" wh1te'reszéents were considered ‘to be those who had

'11ved in Ak]av1k for over one “year. "Temporary" residents: f1111n91§qme

7 "of the educat1ona1, re11g1ous, goVernmenta] ‘police and commerc1a1

8 positions in‘Aklavik, were 1dent1f1ed 1f rthey had hved in Ak]av1k for ﬁ

w‘ ‘ G

_1ess than one year o

ﬁé o TABLE 32 - D )
ETHNIC STRUCTURE OF AKLAVIK IN 1974 -
© o ‘, . . . '—,}f\ L
Ethn1c1ty ii e . Number {Per'Cent of Total Population-
. Indfan. .+ . 152 ., 2008 L, A
. o "\ L - ’ . ‘\I .'P;' . i (,:( Lt
Eskimo . 7. 32 S me L f 30 0
Metis % - . 205 L 275, * :
' T 1 S
Permanent White Res:dent o2 _ 3 6
Temporary Wh1te Res1dent‘ t”°. 41 ( '“‘é W 4.5 .
' 76 . 100
© SOURCE: Aklavik Cemsus, 1974. > . '

The dbminant'ethnicegreup“in Ak]avik'is EskimO' followed %y’
B Meti% " Indian. and ??ga11y whﬁte In terms of age. structure there is a

“cons1derab1e var1at10n betueen the ‘ethnic’ groups depend1ng upon d1f— ‘

. fe;:§§1a1 rates of fert111ty, morta11ty and mlgrat1on (see Tabﬂes 32.

: 35635 | Metisi j’}zégge
IR R 2 o

m;th over ha]fathe popu Equygﬁﬂg{ f1fteen yeans. Th1s ref]ects the -

" .an

hlghest proport1on in the youngest age groups

number of m1xed etﬁnlc maﬁriagesﬂand common- 15% un1ons 1n reeent years .

o 4 _.(
fz>‘ & ‘_ )
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i ) " TABLE 33

AGE STRUCTURE (IN PERCENTAGE) FOR INDIVIDUALS IN THE
FIVE, ETHNIC GROUPS IN AKLAVIK .

Age . : ’ - Permanent White  Temporary
Group ~ Indian Eskimo . ‘Metisr S Resident .‘White_Resident
b5+ 9.3 31 2.4 C222 . g4
454" 8.7 108 7.8 ‘7.4‘ 9.5
15-46 . 39.1  .43.4 33 . 8.2 5.9
014 429 427 Cosg 22.2. 7.2

— ——————e e, —————

00 00 . 10 1,0 .- 100

°

e b—

SOURCE: Aklavik Census, 1974

-‘The percentage 1n th1s age group is also high for Esk1mo and Ind1an

, groups, while for temporary whites this group is ‘under represented "
The h1gh percentage in the 15-44 years age group for temporary whltes

is 1nd1cat1ve of the in- m1grat1on of peop]e in this age group to fill :
educat1ona1, commerc1a] and governmenta] pOS1t1ons 1n the commun1ty.

A very high percentage of permanent white res1dents are 1n the over
s1xty f1ve age group. The ac? ua] number of persons in this group is

: sma]l (only 9 persons) but these nine peop]e ref]ect the 1n-m1qrat1on
;_of wh1te ma]e trappers who were in the younger age groups 1'-lhe 1930s
“and 19405, and who have rema1ned in the sett]ement since.

- Met( and Ind1an grbups have the h1ghest proport1on of depend- “ '
ents, and (§>\Towest proport1on of peop]e in: the work1ng age group | o
This contrasts sharp]yigéth the temporary wh1te res1dent group who ' N.

have a veny h1gh percengége in thedyork1ng age group and a very Tow

dependency/rﬁt)o (see Tab]e 34) : o ",; o

‘ . &
P oW, o
. . K o . : . I
W 5 . A - o - R '

.
he
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TABLE 3¢

~' DEPENDENCY RATIO AND WORKING. AGE GROUP BY
- ETHNIC STATUS® FOR AKLAVIK, 1974

Dependency Ratio | Labour Force (%)
Indian T 47.8
Eskimo T R N 54.2
Metis S 108 45.9
Permanent White Resident . L T X

Temporary White Resident_‘ s o 1:3.1 ’ B <_75.6

g

'SOURCE: Aklavik Census, 1974

-

The sex structure a]so reveals some 1nterest1ng contrasts,
1arge1y explicable by se}ect1ve migration (see Table 35) 0n1y theMetIS,\_Aia
Esk1mo and temporary white re51dent groups revea] a. fa1r1y normal sex
d1str1but1on w1th the proport1on of males and fema]es approach1ng '
equaq Ind1ans have a much higher proport1on of fema]es With the male
to 100 fema]e rat1o at 67, 0 to 100 Th1s d1spar1ty is probab]y
accounted for by se]ect1ve out-m1gr?t1on of Indian males, partlcularly

in the younger adult age bracket. -

" TaBLE - B T | e
SEX STRUCTURE OF THE - ETHNIC GROUPS IN AKLAVIK, 1974

Ethnic Group Males % _Females - ¢ - . Ratio of Males:
. ‘ - e - T00 Females -

Indian - 61 40.1 - 91 . +59.9 - - 67.0 : 100

- Eskimo . \ 158 49.2 . 163 . 50.8 ~96.9 : 100 .
- Metis ' 107 52.5 98 . 47.8 . 102.0°+ 100
* Permanent White - . S o o

Resident S 210 77.8. 6 - 22.2:° . 350.0: 100
Temporary White : ; C T
Resident - 21 51 2¥» - 20 48.8 - "105.0 : 100

'SOURCE:  AkTavik Census, 1924 S o . o



" Table 36 supports the hypothesis that se1ect1ve“out-migration of :

"Indian males, particularly in the younger adult age group, has~“Ted to

[ty

141 -

ya d1spar1ty between the number of Ind1an ma]es and females. The propor—

~tion of males to fema]es in the 15- 44 “years age bracket is 15.8 per
“cent to 23 7 per cent i _

The examination of m1gratory trends to Inuvik in the prev1ous
a two chapters revea]ed that a h1gh percentage of Ind1ans moved per- .
manently to Inuv1k g1v1ng further welght to the above contentlon
In add1tfon there is a h1gher perortlon of Ind1an females in the

0-14 years age group. 7 - .f';' . e

g There-areya,greater number otfhetis males than females in- the
15-44 years'age bracket. Permanent m1gnat1on to Inuv1k d1d not affect
. Metis to the same extent as Ind1ans, and three quarters of those who
moved to Inuv1k‘subsequent1y returned to Aklavik. . |

The cons1derab]y h]gher percentage of permanent wh1te male
-’ 'ﬁ -

_ res1dents rather than fema]es is certa1n]y due to se]ect}ve 1n—m1grat1on
at an ear]ter per1od Many of these in- m1grants marr1ed nat1ve fema]es:vf

and their w1ves are therefore 1nc]uded in other ethn1c groups ~0thers“

(‘are w1dowers and appearw1n the o]der age group An a]most equal
N

- \“

number of ma]es and fema]es m1grate]%§mporar11y to Ak]av1k part1cu-
]ar]y teach1ng personne] 4 Ma]es are predom1nant 1n the over s1xty- j}
f1ve years age group amongst the temporary whlte res1dents, and these

men. f111 the Roman Catho]1c church pos1t10ns 1n the commun1ty

IS

ra
al

i

~
P

Marital Status - . _".=“[‘ 'Vf - - cifj;

(D

‘(

> Aklavxk.has a much h1gheryproport1on of peop]e in the "s1ng1

.

~

'4T§5Ehers are 1nc1uded in the "temporary" category, s1nce they
frequent]y stay 1n the sett]ement for on]y one academlc year. =
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category than Canada as a whole or the Northwest Terr1tor1e§ (see

Tab]e 37). A greater proport1on of the male popu]at1on is s1ngle than [

the‘fema]e Converse]y a cons1derab]y Tower proportion of Ak]av1k S

"'populat1on 1s marr1ed compared to the Canad1an average Common-Jaw -
/
marr1ages are not necogn1zed by the Dom1n1on Bureau of Stat1st1cs and

' the two 1nd1v1duaTs are cons1dered to be separate fam1T1es Tiv1ng in
l

‘the same househo]d However, 1n th1s study common- Taw marr1ages are:

;cons1dered separate]y because they are so prevalent in Ak]av1k that/

.'incTus1on 1n one of- the other categor1es wou]d distort the data

fCommon law unions make up 19 4 per cent of all legal and common law
marr}ages 1n Aklavik. The proportion. in the w1dowed category in f
AkTav1k 1s aTmost the ‘same as that of Canada as a ho]e S m1ght be
‘expected due to the hlgher ma]e mortallty rate a h1gher percentage of
: fema]es 1n Ak]av1k are w1dowed than ma]es ) .

An exam1nat1on of Tab]e 38 reveals the age d1str1but10n and
‘mar1ta1 status of AkTav1k res1dents over the age’ of f1fteen years,
Tab]e 38 suggests that there is a postponement of marr:age unt11 A;v'

Tater years in" Aklavik. E1ghty=four per. cent of the ]5 24 years age

."Category are s1ngTe aTthoughp:;/the 25 34 years age bracket th1s pro_;g

cent of the tota] number of peop]e of L

portlon has dropped to 39.8
th1s age The hlghest proport1on of marrled people 11e 1n the 35 44

\

i

S
o

years age category and the h1ghest percentage of w1dowed in the 51xty~"~'

five years and over age group, as m1ght be ant1c1pated The f1gures
'for males and fema]es foTTow the same genera] trends and therefore j
only the total age d1str1but1on and mar jtal status has been presented
here However, there 1s some 1nd1cat1on of a greater proport1on of

. marr1ed fema]es 1n the youngest age group cons1dered here (15424)

’ '\\STII
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"Thls fact is s1gn1f1cant since the marr1age rate and age at marrtage, '
'part1cu1ar1y amongst fema]es, shou]d affect the gross number of b1rths
However -a h1gh rate of 111eg1t1macy ex1sts among s1ng]e nat1ve c

[e females,. and therefore the marriage rate-and age at- marr1age has ]ess

1nf1uence on fertility than m1ght be expected

TABLE 38

AGE -DISTRIBUTION AND MARITAL STATUS FOR AKLAVIK 1974
~ (in percentages)

Marital Status 15-24  25-38 135-44  45-54 55-64 - 65-69 70+

S1ng]e . 841" 39.8 19.0. 13.6 4.0 0 10.0
Married 7.6 47.7 67.0  63.7 60.0 37.5  .33.3.
Common-Taw . 7.6, 9.1  14.0 . 9.1 - 8.0 12.5 6.7
Widowed 07 10 -0 13.6 280 37.5 133.3
Separated/ S R e o
Divorced - 0 - 2.3 .0 h 0 4.0.-°12.5  16.7
/100 700 100100 100 100 - . 100

|SOURCE:  AKlavik Census,~1974-

/

TabTe 39 revea]s a very h1gh proportlon of 51ngle temporary
‘white- res1dents, 1nd1cat1ve of the mob111ty of s1ng]e persons- to take
up temporary pos1t1ons 1n the commun1ty The contrast in terms of
Tmar1ta1 status is great between temporary and permanent wh1te res1dents
:eThe vast maJor1ty of the permanent wh1tes are marr1ed Met1s and ‘
Ind1ans have the highest percentage of common-law un1ons and a]]
‘groups except permanent wh1tes have *3 a much h1gher percentage of s1ng]e‘,
persons than the overall Canad1an proport1on wh1ch is 28 3 per cent

Out of a total number of 103 ]ega] and common -Taw marrwages,.‘
40 un1ons are between persons of d1fferent ethn1c backgrounds, wh1lst '

63 of the unions are between peop]e beTong1ng to the same ethn1c group



which in ear]ieriperiods'wou]d'have been frowned upén_by tréditiqn of
: 'both grodps}"Ofvthe common-13w uhions'half are between péople’of, . !

differénf ethnicity whi]St'onIy 36.1 per chtvof the marital unions. are

.betweeh‘pepplékbgabhgiﬁgf£6 different ethnfc‘groups. It would appear
 that theré is cbhsiderab]emi*ing bet@génpeopie be1ongihg.todifferent |
gthnic”grodps énd,hfn'contrastﬁto earlier periods, ]ittie ségregatiqn :
 howVexi§ts. _ | | o | o
- CTABLE 39 o
MARITAL STATUS BY ETHNIC STATUS FOR AKLAVIK (15+ YEARS)'IN,PERCENTAGES‘

’Mérital - Ihdian -Eskimo 'Metié 1{Permahent White - Temborary
Status o —_— e . Resident . White Residentf-  :
Single . 415 436 438 _' 143 - 61

'Married S 333 . .39.6 38.4° . g6.7 L 35.2

Common=taw . 115 © 7.5 4.1 g5 . 0

- Widowed. . 4 8.2 2.0 0L 0
Sepérated/" . '”_‘v o ' o e - S
Divorced 2.3 1.0 . 2.0 - 9.5. 2.9
TOTAL- 100, 700 -, 100 100 " 100

‘SOURCE : Aklavik:Census; 1974 , -

B4

- HousehO]de~

o SRR Rt ‘ T
househo]ds Withja-Metis-head, to 2.8 in househn1ds:m1§h a‘temporany.
white head. THértOtai avefage'for Ak]avik;fs-5.]4'compared.with'the S
- 4.0 persons in each househo

national average of 3.5 and'fhe‘¥ukon#ahd:NofthweSt Territories average of.

1d (1971 figures). ‘The maximum hohsehpid



147

Siiefin Ak]avik’is‘thirteen persons Large household size has demon- :
_strab]y bad .effects on 1nd1v1dua1 health educat1ona] atta1nment and :
,occupat1ona1 and soc1a1 mob111ty;when the 11m1ted fac111t1es of "average -
:-?housing" are kept in mind. '

\

| TABLE 40 .,
ETHNICITY OF HOUSEHOLD HEAD

Ethnicity = . Number of ' Total Persons Ethnra1ty of  Average
of - Household - in - Residents of Number
Head ' Heads % Households - Households in
' . ‘ E co - Each |
: House
CIndian . 28 9.4 158 152 . 5.6
Eskimo . . . 58 40.00 - 324 - 321 - 5.3
- Metis . 29 200 169 " 205 5.8
Permanent White ~ =~ S IR o
Resident - , 15 10.3 . 53 27 .. 3.5
Temporary White . = | L ‘ et
' Resident . .15 10.3 - 42 4] 2.8 -
S 185 100 746 746 .. 5.1
.SOURCE: Aklavik Censds,v1974 L A

Tab]e 40 reveals that amongst a]l ethn1c groups, except Met1s, o
»there are some: hou5eho1ds 1n wh1ch there are’ persons of an ethn1c1ty
"d1ffer1ng from that of the househo]d head Thlrty six Met1s peop1e

’11ve in: househo1ds with a non -Metis head,: represent1ng ch11dren of

\

.T,m1xed ethnlc un1ons in Ak]av1k In most cases the househo]d head 1s'

h-3

.ma]e - (77.9 per cent compared to 22 1 per cent of the househo]ds w1th
a fema1e head ) A hlgh percentage of the fema]e heads are over seventy
. years, and an unexpected]y h1gh percentage are also 1n the 20-29 years

‘ age category (see Tab]e«41)
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\

TABLE 41 #

AGE-SEX OF HOUSEHOLD HEADS

Age Group - . Male % °  Female .
S A T =
. 60-69 , 8 - 7. 2 62
50-59 S 18.6 5 . 15.6 w’«i
. . 40-49 L 21 - 186 C 7 219 eI
30-39 31 27.4 4 1257
120-29 . , 23 - 2.4 6 -188 .
"- , . - . @‘
113 100- - - 32 | - 100
' SOURCE: Aklavik Census, 1974 \, -
There is a great contrast between the renta1 status of the dif-
‘ferent ethnic groops ‘ The vast maJor1ty of the nat1ve popu]at1on rentﬁ. '
their homes—-w1th well over three quarters of the Ind1an, ‘Esk1mo and
Met1s groupsrbelong1ng to this gr p (seleab]e 42) Th1s contrasts
: w1th the hlgh percentage of permanent}wh1tes ‘who own thelr own homes,
-‘wh1ch is close to three quarters of permanent wh1te res1dents A h)gh
proport1on,of the.temporary white resmdents ]1ve,1n~government-OWned o §c

acCommodation as might be expected’tand'the'remaining‘temporary wh}te;. o

_res1dents Tive in property owned by rellg1ous or commercial estab11sh-f:

ments, or the.R.C.M.P.. A]most two- th1rds of a]] res1dences are’ rented}
‘va further 20 per cent are pr1vate]y owned and of these- 39 ‘per cent

. are owned by permanent wh1te res1dents of Ak]av1k

| B1rthplace
. By far the largest proportion of Aklav1k res1dents were born 1n: .

"Ak1av1k or 1n the Mackenz1e De]ta\(see Tab]e 43) The proport1on of; B

Te LT S
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those born in Ak1avnk ﬂs hlghest for Met1s and non-app11cab1e for : f;“
temporary wh1te residents Very few-nat1ve peop]e were born outs1de the
w v the Arct1c or Subarct1c wh1lst the proport1on born outside the area~"’”1f';,u

'7f amongst both permanent and temporary wh1te residents 1s much h1gher

ro.

0ccupat1o - ﬂdl'fi o ‘."_ R S .Lh T e
- An examinat1on of Table 44 revea]s the occupat1ona1 st tus of

males and fema]es h¢-.}4;f.‘f,'ﬂ‘ ' ER R T

S e -‘TABLE’AA' o RO
Sl OCCUPATIONAL STATUS BY ssx v e K
Total v

“ . . . “_(;) /:.‘T""ﬂ ' ¢ <
, Occupation R Ma]es X, anemales_._ %-

R
0’ BRI
.

5

BManagerial - . -
‘Professional/ . . S SR
Technical ™ = = 114 S 19
- Clerical = . g o
" Sates . S Y AR L6
: rServ1ce/Recreat10n P 2r
Transport/ A RO
- Communicatiom T -0
TF1shermen/Hunters,-" S PR
Lte, e 07 L
-Crafts_ R A
Labeurers : 6
. . Pre-School Children. 45 -
 Unemployed - * .- 19
- Senior Citizens. . 12
-school in Aklavik - nz. -
.School _in Inuv1k 290
Housew1ves *_" f‘,.O-”
Unknown - T g

~368 - 7100 . 378 . 1007, T 7a6, 100 5
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| SOURC(_E; ‘Aik]'av':ik,Censos,' OTA L

A h1gh percentage of the popu]at1on 1s unemp]oye&-wq
compared w1th the nat10na1 average of 6 per cent._ The female unemploy—

.ment rate appears to be mugh h1gher than the ma]e but many of the

P



ma]es who c]assﬁfy themse]ves as hunters and trappers are unemp]oyed for

the maJor part of the year Fourteen per cent of the tota] popu]at1on

L c]ass1fy themselves as hunters/trappers/f1she?men w1th 14.3 per centV

of the tota] be1ong1ng to the male sex. A]most equal proportions of the |
total popu]at1on are in the profess1ona]/techn1ca] category and the

serv1ce category respect1ve1y, w1th a_ higher percentage of fema]es in

both these groups. The contrast between the occupat1ona] categor1es

. of the d1fferent ethn1c grﬁhps is¢ tons1derab1e as 1nd1cated<1n Tab]e 45

)

4t

- The manager1a1 category is doﬂ1nated by permanent wh1te and m;’

Metis res1dents, and the profess1ona1/techn1ca1 category by temporary

wh1te res1dents fo]]owed by Esk1mo and permanent wh1te re51dents ’ Con-:

152

verse]y three occupat1ona1 categor1es are- dom1nated by’ nat1ve res1dents--

name]y the serv1ce/recreat1ona] f1shermeﬁ/hunters/trappers, and the
craft categor1es ‘ Unemploymedt 1; h1ghest amongst the Met1s group, at
10 7 per cent and 1owest amongsf the whlte res1dents /w1th no;persons
unemp]oyed Fora11,groups other than wh1te the pe/centage unemployed

1s we]] above the Canad1an average If the unemp]oymengbrate wére to

~

be ca]cu]ated at different seasons of the year thghpate wou1d 1ncrease,:”,"

marked]y amongst the nat1ve groups durlng‘the nondtna '“" Hr1ods

vEdﬂcat1on B
., H i o g " . ,\,"
&kQuanhtatwe data about educatwn were d1ff1cu‘|g‘fo obta‘m due

. to the 1mb6§$3b111ty of’ 1nterv1ewwng everyyres1dent and the 1ack qf pub—“'

‘fact that many‘b]dér res1dents attéﬁ%e‘msthoo] for a few monfhs 1n

. 44" - ‘s‘. .

,“ﬂups, accord1ng to grades comp]eted or

number of years fq'formag educat?dn ‘ghis*d1f£$cu]ty was due to the )

,11shed data [ In add1t1on 1t££g59ed v9ry d1ff1cu1t“to categor%§e~peop1e,‘”
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> . ‘ ’ ‘
o severa] separate years, but’ never contlnuously, and never passed
spec” fic grades Ithas poss1b1e to obta1n 1nformat1on as t&he .

number of peopte who had never attended schoo] and the age groups to -

. ‘which they be]ong (Table 46)

TABLE 46 | . | :

» - NUMBER OF PEOPLE (15+ YEARS) WHO HAD NEVER
e ATTENDED - SCHOOL BY AGE GROUP
Years of Age ] ) ,_Number L % |
152 . B R 1.
25 -34 | o 1
B-agw. 19¢ . 196
45 - 54 - ' 24.7
5564 s 22 o 2256
65-69; - 7 .5 S 5.2°
70¢ o 25 259
9 0 . w
| HQSOURCE: {AkTavik_Census, L R
-'_"0 ) S . . '.9‘ ;U ‘ | . :
\§1xty n1ne peopl% from Ak]av1k had tfken extra cburses outside
“(5

school, ‘the most’ popu]ar be1ng academ1c upgrad1ng (17 peop]e) teacher Ry

tra1n1ng (13), carpentry (4), and nurs1ﬁg (4) S
| i m . “ - _ S e
| POPULATION CHANGE, 1955-74 S e BN
"~ There are hree components of: populatIOn change-—fert111ty, PR ‘f}@ .

'morta11ty, and m1grat1on \and the 1nterre1at1onshgp between these three3 _/:

. " P T

- var1ab1es af?ects:the growth dr dec]lne d? popu]at1on W1th such a s
small popuTation any change 1nagne of these three var1ab]es is 11ke1y feizyl

[N
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to have a dlspropdhijﬂhate effect on the size and structure of the popu-

1at1on and for eason it is extreme]y d1ff1cu]t to make pred1ct1ons

“about future ' t1on compos1t1on in Ak]av1k In addit]on m1grat1on

pred1ct1ons have to be based on. other than pure]y demograph1c cons1der- :

. . ' S -‘ . . v
at10ns S . s T ' »
R e . "}ﬂ . -

Tab]e 47 1nd1cates the E; :

-‘.
TEAN-

1at10n in the commun1ty from 1955&7 e nd c1ear1y reveals the effect .

downgprd trends in tota] popu- f xf}

@

s of the e§tab11shment of Inuv1k and the out m1grat1on of peop]e between
» e ]

1959-61 to the n town. :. e
ﬂ%

AR S - T -
R T4BLE 47 - SR |
" POPULATIO& CHANGE, 1955-74 S
., Year : ! 'Popu1at]on % Change Average Annual Increase
L : S or Decrease‘
1955 "m‘f e F -
- 1989, oo 674 CR216 sy - B ;
Ge61 - eos - -10.2 - Tt LTEd B
ﬂh“1965' g S8 Y+ 0.9 402
o - 665 - +8.8 . ‘4.8
1974 . 786 . . #1220 4.1
S o R ) . 5
Components of Popu]ation Change - BN '

Fert111tx--An exam1nat1on of the crude b1rth rate and the
. - A

fert1]1ty rat1o for Ak1av1k g1ves some- 1nd1cat10n of the growth of

‘popu1at1on in the sett]ement (Tab]e 48) | - -
The crude birth rate expresses the number of bﬁrths each year

1for every. 1 OOO persons and gives. a rouq!l1dea of fert1]1ty trends in

A av1k but 1t does not take into accoun jge, sex,_or mar1ta1 S 1. én-!_




. ( . . *

/.
H

‘ composition ahd it does not reveal differences in the'frequency.of

/ — o : .
births between different reproductiVe age groups. Table 48 reveals
/
that Ak]av1k s crude b1rth rate 1s cons1derab1y h1gher than Canada s,
 but marked]y 1ower than ‘the Northwest Terr1tor1es as a who]e

| “ : .TABLE 28

‘ e CRUDE BIRTH RATE

(At
o /4. e

. 3 "f a“,}v«f,v
Year - Popu1n¢§gn B1rths Crude E1#¥ﬁ Bate 3 Year N.W. T. Canada
PR per 1 ooo@p Average’ 1971 - 1971

J

1951 653 '34.:?39 3T 6.8

1972 . 677 WG " 24.1 ' )
1973 708 | 14

1974 . 746 . - ~ . . L
'SOU Ak]av1k Nurs1ng Stat1on Records .. © e

. . ’ ' ) .o‘ N )
A more apprOpriate'measure‘of fertility, in view'of"the con-

~¢entration of popu]at1on in the younger age groups in Aklav1k is the-
crude fert1]1ty rat1o," wh1ch expresses the rat]o of the number of B
'chﬂdren be]ow ﬁve years of age 13 proportwn to the number of;}women ' 1
'of ch11d bear1ng age (15 44) Sé%ée th1s rat10 on]y takes 1nt0%account

E those ch11dren surv1v1ng and not ose actua]]y born,.1t is 1essua3efu}

‘ as-a measure of" fert111ty performance but very usefu] as a "dependency""_gf":y
measure R =
U \5 ~ TABLE 49
PASUN . ' ) : T } C S o T .
) --CRUDE FERTILITY RATIO- ..~ S §
T © AKlaviki 5912 (ora) . e :
; | S NWT.e e qeny
B e  Canada: 3900 (1971) : A,.v*

.Yy

SOURCE mdawM:ensus, 1974 and Government Censu§> 1971
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The crude fert1]1ty rat1o for Ak]av1k is conSIderably higher than )
for Canada but be]ow that of the Northwest. Terr1tor1es The ratio .
1nd1¢at¢s that a relatnggly sma]} number of women are responSIbTe for
bearlng and raising -a re]atlveTy Targe number of ch11dren (Tab]e 49)
. Another 1nd1rect expression of theﬂeffect of h1gh fert111ty
rates is the concentrat1on of the. popu]at1on in the younger age groups
A re- exam1nat1on of the'age pyramid. for AkTav1k revea]s a bu]ge 1n popu- -
- lation in the 5- 19 years age range w1th a concentrat1on of maTes in
the 5 14 years ‘age bracket and of femaTes part1cu1ar]y in the 10-14.
years age category Some decTﬂne in the blrth rate in the past five
' years is revea]ed by th% age’ pyramid, - = o ; f" ' : o
A more uséfuT measure of fert111ty performance would be to |
measure age- spec1f1c birth rates--or b1rths to each 1 000 women in
' part1cu]ar age’ groups. However the total number of b1rths in AkTav1k
each year is too‘%ma]] for s1gn1f1cant age spec1f1c rates to be computed
A moderate]y h1gh fert111ty rate 1% Ak]av1k is due- to the Tack
~of b1rth control wh1ch is ava1Tab]e but not read1ty used, to the Tack :
Tof a]ternat1ve rEcreat1ona1 pursu1ts and to a h1gh 1TTeg1t1macy rate.v'
~ The "mode]" faml]y size 1n Ak]av1k woqu appear to be much higher than
-~ that of Canada as ﬁ?whole, aTthough no absoTute numbers can be spec1- ; ~/l;
'af1ed The average number of peop]e in each househo]d was 5 1 1n 1974

’.but frequentTy Targer fam111es ref]ect a "northern mach1smo " o . '1~_;

‘ Morta11ty-—MortaT1ty is- more stab]e andbphedlctable than _
pfert}T1ty and Tess prone to fTuctuatwons ~ The trend in. AkTav1k as
eTsewhere has - been for a dec]1n1ng death rate, part1cu1ar1y the 1nfant
morta]1ty rate due to the 1ntroduct1on of med1c1ne, hosp1ta1 care,

improved san1tat1on, diet and cToth1ng, educat1on and governmenta]
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wel fare po]icies.. The crude .death rate expressed the ratlo of the num-

ber of deaths in a year. to the total popu]atlon in that year

. TABLE 0 S S Ly

CRUDE DEATH RATE o o
Year = bepulation Deaths Crude Death 3 Year N.w‘f. Cahada
o Rate - Average - (1971) (1971)
1971t ges 6 - 9.0 RS 85 @73
1972 677 6 g3 . 8.3 L
ws o8 s gy z
1974 - 72 . o

- SOURCE: Tnuvik ‘and. AkTavik hospita1 records:- . B

é"

The crude death rate 1s h1gher for AkTav1k than for Canadd’ but : ot

"

, g i
'a]most the same as the Northwest Terr1t0r1es However, the numbers are

-

50 sma1] that comparISon is d1ff1cu1t and the rate is subJect to great

i fluctuat1ons from year to ‘year (Tab]e 50) :'&
< S | . ) S
TABLE 51 Ly A
1 COMPONENTS OF POPULATION CHANGE -
Year _ Popu]atﬁon ) Actua] Increase/ Natura] Rate - Net : g.
S R Decrease Increase . S M1grat1on
1970 e750 o o T
1971~ ee5 . oL e R L U
1972 677 - - CH12 49 . Average . 437
1973 708 a3 +9 159 422

DN a6 s

SOURCEfi‘Ak]avik Nursing Station, Inuvik General Hospital Records.
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The threﬁmyear average natura] increase rate for Ak]av1k of .
15. 9 per 1 ,000 persons 1s trans1t1ona1 between the 1971 Canad1an rate
at 9.5 per 1 000 and the Northwest Terr1tor1es rate, at 27. 2 peﬂ'l 000

In terms of popu]at1on change due to fert111ty and morta11ty,

Aklavik appears to be in a trans1t1ona1 stage between the 1ow fert111ty,

- h1gher fert111ty and morta]lty ]eve]s of the Northwest Terr1tor1es, r

2

.m1s]ead1ng and unre11ab1e

‘opt1mum popu]at1on have no stabTe or abso]ute values in t1me or space,

“ -

Tow morta11ty and 1ow rate of 1ncrease of Canada as a who]e and the

together with a h1gh rate of 1ncrease However m1grat10n is.an unknown

v

and h1gh1y 1nf1uent1a1 component Due to the fact that m1grat1on is

bothesex se]ect1ve, and se]ect1ve ‘of the repnoductlve and product1ve -t
SR

age groups it may have a very great effect on the popu]at1on structure

- To examine present trends and pred1ct into the future wou]d be very

Y
[ -

‘ The various concepts of overpopu]at1on, underpopu]atlon and

but are related to the demograph1c character1st1cs df the popu]at1on

together with the econom1c deve]opment of the commun1ty “From an - o o

: exam1nat1on of Ak]aVTk s demograph1c character1st1cs, 1t 1s ev1dent

N

- that tﬁexcommun1ty has an unba]anced age structure with a h1gh per-

'centage of pnople 1n the dependent age groups, supported by a 1abour

force wh1ch has been dep]eted by out m1grat1on ‘The  high percentages

in.the younger age groups w111 1ead to an even greater 1ncrease in

popu]at1on when these groups reach reproduct1ve !ﬁe unless there 1s con-

s1derab]e out- m1grat1on from the sett]ement The fo1}ow1ng ehapter :

" examines the social" and econom1c s1tuat1on in the compun1ty, and only

by an eva]uat1on of. the present ava11ab111ty of emp]oyment and level -

of serv1ces in Ak]av1k re]at1ve tO»the demograpﬁwc character1st1cs



o | o o S 160

exahined in the presént chapter, wi]]'jf be possib]e'to determine'

whethef'Aklavik is overpopulated at fﬁe p}eéent time.

/
'
Ll

/ .

) R



CHAPTER VI . .
SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL SITUATION IN AKLAVIK, 1974

During the past two decades the emphasis has moved from defence v
to social programs, to resource deve]opment and then on to -~ )
ecological problems. Today there is a new requirement for shift- .
ing the emphasis towards people programs, but by a smooth S
: adJustment of all programs rather than an abrupt change.

. Jean Chretien, March 28 1972

- An exam1nat1on of theoex1st1ng soc1a1, econom1c and po]1t1ca]
v g

situation in Aklavik reveals a number of prob]ems, part1cu]ar1y re]ated

- to the socio- econom1c c1rcumstances of the peop]e themselves... In add1l
\ .

' tion the Tevel of serv1ces and fac111t1es, 1nfrastrudture and general

: ]ayout of the.sett]ement.all.require close p1ann1gg attent1on.i o
AN - LAND USE/’ |
o : = Yo -

_ The existing s1te plan for Ak]av1k shpws_urban’dEVeTopment pro- ' -
Jecting back from the apex of land Jutt1ng out into” the Macken21e o |
"R1ver (see Plate 1-and F1gure 13) here 15 ‘a great contrast between ' _1
' the haphazard deve]opment of the older town near the centre of the

d,apex w1th the bu11d1ngs scattered at random over the area, and the p

'_.p1anned res1dent1a1 areas of the past few years to the north and west,

'wherg there 1s some conform1ty 1n both hous1ng des1gn and - ]ayout,

) However the generat”overa]] appearance of the sett]ement is one of - R

spraw] w1th bu11d1ng9 rang1ng from good to extreme]y poor scattered

'ﬁ;around the ungrayelled and bad]y ma1nta1ned roads. W1th minor -

-

161 o«
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- " FIGURE13 R
. TOWN PLAN OF AKLAVIK .~ -
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‘except1ons 11tt]e attent1on has been pa1d to 51te cond1t1ons, and the
brwhole area 1s strewn w1th debr1s, stagnant ponds, scrap Iumber and
worn- out art1c1es The drainage ditches para11e11ng the roads are fu]]
..of debr1s and the genenal 1mpress1on of the sett]ement is one of
'neg1ect and d1sorder Thts is 1n sharp gontrast to the outstandlng
natural setting of- the commun1ty, w1th the” R1chardson Mounta1ns r1s1ng

to tha west and the Mackenz1e Rlver sw1ng1ng to the north g b’q"[

The central core area of adm1n1stratJve commun1cat10ns and com-

164

o '
: &
S

" mercial funct1ons is 1ocated in the lower apex of the towns1te Here;ﬂ.. .

the Hudson S Bay Company, Mack1e s Genera1 Store the Imper1a1 ?firi

)

"rdepot, the. adm1n1strat1ve bu11d1ngs)and the R. C M P. are 1ocatedf The

; chwef 1nst1tut1qna] 1and use area stretches out from the apex a]ong

e

the r r1ver bahk to the north and west To the north the Ang]1can church

Slte,] the nurslng stat1on and- schooﬁ are 1ocated and to the west

‘the Roman Catho]1c m1ss1on There ]S some 1nf11}1ng by res1dent1a1

;unlts between these two zones and in add1t1on one arm’of newer hous1ng '

-~

|
stretches out a]ong the river bank to the west of the Roman Catho}1c

",m1ss1on another res1dent1a] area.of older hou51ng 11es beh:nd th%

“centyal adm1n1strat1ve core and a further area of mlxed old and nbw

;’hous1ng para]le]s the r1ver bank to th‘bjg ;?eyond the schOO] Ka
No segregat1on of hous1ng on e :J?? 5as1s has occurred QUt

" Jf

‘there 1s a great contrast between the gove:nmental, commerc1a] and\

1nst1tut10na] hous1ng, ch1ef]y 1nhab1ted by. temporaryyyh1te reszdent;, h

.
.

"and natwe housmg A furt‘ner contrast ex1sts between"the new ]ow ' ‘ SR

"fcqst renta] homes and the401der shack-type h0u51ng of nat1ve res1dents

N _..;v . R "

¢

s\yi' ]The'AngJ1can church was burnEB:dpriin<1974, Qgt a neW"ChUPC”‘ |

anned on: the same s1te R
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Land d1str1bution w1th1n Aklav1k is approx1mately 20 per éent
pr1vately owned by re51dents 50 per: cent owned by the Crown and the

rema1n1ng 30 per cent owned by Tocal churches, government adm1n1stra-

_...,v..

t1ve agenc1es and the R C M P (Gem1n1 North 1974)

',mMMﬂmﬁmnwsmwws~‘ﬁ* R

As a result of the decentral1zat1on of government act1v1t1es

B S

A stemm1ng from the Carrother s Comm1ss1on Report (1966) Aklav1k :

ach1eved settlement counc1l status ﬂn 1968 and hamlet status on
AJanuary lst 1974 Effect1Vely hamlet status means that an elected
i'counc1l of e1ght members 1s respon51ble for controll1ng the~commun1ty S

vbudget w1th gu1del1nes frOm the terr1tor1al government The hamlet “;*ﬁ/v

counc1l 1s respons1ble for the prov1s1on of mun1c1pal serv1ces, 1nclud-
1ng garbage water supply. sewage and roads, f1re protectlon a1r str1p
'ma1ntenance the Setting down of'%u1Td1n reuulat1ons, and the passinﬁ
._of by-Taws in the commun1ty 'uﬁ‘_~Al}u,; L. ;_t_; i:._ ;L:; e lfﬁ??g o
The comp051t1on of the commun1ty counc1l from l968 74 reveals | ﬁj“t .
‘the dom1nant 1nf1uence of whité res1dents in the runn1ng of the commu-' _:Zl o

'n1ty5 out of all: proport1on to he1r numbers 1n the settlement (see . :
Table 52) Th1s is related to the fact that wh1te res18ents tend to © ,f ;xtfi.

!

y"occupy the h1gher status pos1t1ons 1n the commun1ty and are more l1kely' ST
to accept‘ﬂeadersh1p S1nce counc1llors are elected th1s has the T
,approval of ‘the ma30r1ty of the settlement res1dents '

The hamlet employs a secretary manager who 1s d1rectly respon- ‘;."" o

"s1ble to the hamlet counc1l Terr1tor1al government branch offlces

, O

- . S
) “in Akla§a§.1nclude Game Management and Soc1al Dev: “pment and there is o

..~also a\Martment@PubTIC Works and a Housmg Assoc1at1on 1n ther

L AN



’ o .- Lt . . - . . K ,1
P S L . o |
o, o ~ N . ) . oL ‘ S .' L

/s
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/ community. An empToyment'offieraWaé appointedgin~i972f'and a recrea-

tion d]recgor’%j‘g?#' - %‘A,i v v' . b’.. S v,', e : o f“b o -
ﬂ).,’”', o g** ’“S;i“ 2& TABLE §2 A r” v e RS o
@ EOMMUNNYWOUNCIL COMPOSITION 96878 T e
'gmﬁhmc Or191n ;. (1968~ 11969 J . _",1971&' vz, 1973 1g7at
- — A B ot R
Nat1ve res1dent 4 4. - 6, @b 4. 4. 4
T . g :
: Permanent wh1te e ;5?,‘ L ‘ . '
' Res1dent .32 0 2 .2 4 - 3
- Temporary wh1te g T o e
. Resident 1 a2 2y 20 0
o - oL - .‘ v .— ‘ Mr S . : B
8 8 . 8 8 84, -8 ' 8
: SOURCE_ 1968 73 f1gures from Gennh1 North 1974. - 1974 figures froW - -7
f1e1d observat1ons e o T 1Y
| S A -] . y>¢, T T R
— ; ,;- '- .\ . ‘;\_, Lo . L v & : .
Po]1ce protectlon”1s provtdpd by 5% R C M.P. detachment of two
J{'of_ ers, and f1re protect1on by a vO]unteer f1re br1gade of fﬁfteen e S

- meh: The nurs1ng §tat1on 1s staffrd by three nurses’ and has beds for R

f1ve pat1ents together w1th X ray fac111t1es, and theequ1pment neces- e

o

sary for the treatment of out pat1ents " The . nearest doctors are

stat1oned in Inuv1k though regu]ar c11n1cs are he]d 1n Ak]av1k in ,

o add1t1on there 1s a commun1ty hea]th worker “in Ak]av1k The commun1ty
has a small 11brary, which 1s 1Ttt]e used, at 1east dur1ng the summer ﬁf '%;.ff'
o months, and a f1y1ng bank serves the sett]ement, a]though Inuv1k is

‘rfused as. a bank1ng centre. ";l\“ ‘

" i

e

'O1d Fo]ks Home ,

e

N N

fhere 15 .an. o]d fo]ks home run by the Department/of Soc1a]

Deve]opment,,wath twe]ve pr1vate rooms, a 1ounge ahd k1tchen Ten

<



[

+

o s1dered fnadequate an

people are empJoyed on a’ ta bas1s to cook méa]s and 1ool§vgft',e‘h_thé "‘3’
LN o -~ ‘ ,

h- Ir -Jr

needs of the occup&hts

'15".‘-' c

, K. o

of the home and' a]though oq1y fdﬁr ofd peop?}ﬁ,‘;

‘were permanent]ﬁresment in the home in the summer tOM?ﬂ% 'the number ?

'>r1ses JInthe. W1nter months.- A dew ten su1te %en1or c1t1zens hgm

‘ Churches

ki
congregat1on w1J

e:.make them attract1v

~Baptist«Church wh1c

?

Pee] Channe] i?om wh

water is pired during

-has its own separate

after themse]ves

_A..?

15%b7anned for 1975 w1th self- conta1ned un1ts where residents wil]

G

. , , .
Four chur hes operate 1n the commun1ty,,the two o?dest belng the

Ang]lcan and the|Rom

recorded congregatwn of much h1. egan th1s Th) %man Cathohc
twemty»to twenty ve membery : The Pentecosta]

- churchvbegan 1n th
hasoa congregat1on
of the permanent n

matps that over twc

draws about

an Ca

are

4 )

11

atlve emp]oyees are Peﬁ?etoSta] (Sm1th, ]97] est1-f

~th1rds of the permanent emp]oyees in

’d The Ang]1can church has'the 1argest

tendance of about f1fty*peop1e and‘a .

R T

e $950$ under the 1nf1uence of A]ashﬂn'Esk1mos and oY

)

l -~ .

aV1k aref

Pentecosta] ) Their reJect1on of. a1cohq1, and theta depend£b1]1ty o .

was comm1ss1oned in J

’

_' w1nter, and Pump- Lake:;

" has about ten membgrs

'4'\ c

Mun1c£ga] Serv1ces

Water——At pré

3

water treatment system though treatment is. con-

u]y ]972 to eva]uate a]ternat1ves and makgi

——n

e emp]oyment”prospectsﬁ‘ The.newest church 1s the

R I .
| A
. IR

’ o
. . . N

e R
senttxhere are two sources of water for Ak]av1k~-the——
~~ B
1ch water is trucked to res jences in the fa]l and

1 OOO feét northwest of Ak]av1k from wh1ch

spr1ng break -up, and 1n the summer months. Each ,

d requ1res upgrad1ng (He1nke, 1974) A study ./;{_ N

‘-“4 . Pt v e

™

/

of about th1rty,_ Slgnrf1cant]y,&a h1ghlgrq§ort7bn , nA e



B W . ' a.

recommen at1ons on a. new water supp]y system for Ak]av1k “Ow1ng to a

]ack of government fUﬂdSIthe fu]] rgcommendat1ons of th1s report cannot

“ be 1mp1emented The report recommended the use of Pump Lake as an Ll"

[T

a]]—year -round supp]y of water, and 1ater Tower Lake was cons1dered to

whipd, o ¥ i

be &« better propos1t1on F1gqbe Tﬁ However the mod1f1ed p]an

n' o ‘
: env1sages the cont1nued use of the Pee1 Chanheh dur1ng the w1nter, and

U

o ihe use of Ipwtr Lake northweii of Pump Lake, for: the summer supply
: g‘m‘i (;,.f’ ” e e . ;4, . ). - o

Jﬁ%Lﬁéb ﬁﬁf“ ewage——There 15 no p1ped sewage system 1n Ak]av1k Qst house«@&
REN B ovl xe ,b ’ .
¢ ho1ds are supp11ed w1th "honey jwcket“ sewage serv1ces Th,se qpqshst ~

ﬁ f.'v; .
of’ a’ggkaege can w1th a green p]ast1c 11n1ng, and thene 1S h contract

‘to ﬁﬁantde p]Ck up of the bags every other day The fhoney“bagsg%are

usual]y,pgt ogt w1th ghe garbage and a;e eas11y broken Twenty 1ow'f'

Jr
cost. Fenta] un1ts have pump out tanks 1nsta]1ed, and the governmenta]

<

- v : R e

e o v le
: > te e . '__ . - - AR N o .., .
o W n . . ¥ s.a % JReE

, -"' Garbage——Garbage is. co11ected week]y under contract and d)s—'

L

and 1nst1tutTona1 bu11d1ngs have sewage hold1ng{%anks

W
posed.of approxtmate]y ha]f.a m11e north of the settlement at a garbage

dump (F1gure 14) However, as‘He1nke (1974) 1nd1cates "Sewage as

v

well as garbage d1sposa1 1skuncont;o]1ed 4 The road to the dump 1s |

: \“~1mpassab1e 1n the spr1ng, and 1s 1ined w1th refuge of every descr1p-

‘:!" ’ -

t1on.", Both the sewage Tagoon and the garbage dump are subJect to

‘ﬁ} % river channe]s . ) o

-

~ -

- Roads—-No grave] 1s ava11ab]e at: Ak]av1k, and the roads are

e

genera]]y aonstructed o cordqggy foundat1ons w1th a. s11t cover1ng

b}

The ma1n roads crrcie the core adm1n1strat1ve area and serv1ce the }

i e . I
. i E e i oL -
) f cn ERel e e

[0 I ARE

annua] flood1ng after-spr1ng break up, and the waste dra1ns off %n$o;,'_t

e

i
o

R

e L
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in Ak]avfﬁhresdﬁts in the roads becom1ﬁ§ a quagmyﬂ!jdur1ng sprlng

_'break -up. '_ R

- o0 »

"R

A
i

northeast and western sect1ons of the town The poor surface drainage

¢

“ '“:’.' |
L1ght and Power-—L1ght and power are prov1ded by N thern Canad&

- 6’ .
)

Power Comm1ss1on at a domest1c rate of 12 cents per k1]owatt hour ;@ﬁ?'j

7Ufrom a power p]ant in ﬁme commun1ty The h1gh gr1ce fogﬁflectr1c1ty

Inuv1k but

MC.P. C say that th1s is not“§§a51b]e at present A]] houses 1n o

could ondy be reduced by hogkrhg'up to a grld.system fr

Ak]ay]k are hooked up to ﬁhﬁ‘Ak]av1k p]ant

4

T .‘ A

AN,

Commun1cat1ons—-The maJor form’ of commun1cat1on 1n Akf§V1k is

. -

IR ib ‘

u

_ newspaper ig. ava11ab1e by ma11 subscr1pt1on from Inuvik, and mall

1n the form of - foot trafch us1ng'

‘arr1ves from Edmonton v1§‘1nuv1k f1ve t1mes week]y A radio stat1on .in

«,ﬂ' . .
person to person contact A te1ephohé system operated”hy Canadwanav’ ‘
gy BV 2R AR _"'w.v'.,
Nat1ona] Te]ecommun1cat1ons in Inuv1k31s in operaﬁaon, but 15 used ,

Y Qe le

ma1n1y by governmenta], commerc]a1 and1nst1tut1ona1househo]ds /\weekiy
v

@

Inuv1k serves Ak]av1k and is frequent1y used to send messages E@%ﬁeen

W,

o peop1e 1n var1ous sett]ements and. in "bush" camps on the De]ta <A.,

1arge proportson of the houses have te1ev1s1on which is recelved
- 0 - -
‘d1rect from Vancouver via the Inuv1k s1gna1 o o,

ii"?‘ ‘ Transportat1on-—Wlthga;ygsff';1 )y

il -

y.wooden s1dewa1ks and tra115 In the summer boats and canoes are used

for transport and1r1w1nter ”sk1 doos,"dogteams, cars, tax1s and
~~

_trucks use the w1nter road wh1ch fo]]ows the r1ver route to Inuv1k

‘,vOne tax1 Do operatfon in Ak]av1k and the Northward A1r]1nes agent

< . -

i el L R, ‘\J'J z’. ' .‘141
fe settlement s two m1]es of roa SR

170
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has a fre1ght and ma1I §§I1very contract for a1r frelght w1th1n the

town. Northern Transportat1on Company L1m1ted operates a barge service
8

from Hay River approx1mate1y once évery two weeks, from mid- Ju]y to

\

_ m1d September w1th a genera] cargo rate of $3 24 _per cwt.. ScheduIed |
and charter a1r serv1cestprov1de very frequentlllnks between Inuv1k
and AkIav1k (see Chapter IV) ~The present a1rstr1p is 2, 000 feet by
#100 feet ‘made of s1Tt and sand but there are pIans to upgrade the
'str1p on the present s1te to 3 300 feet ‘ There are notTocaIIy based ‘é; | f%&

commerc1aI a1rcraft but there 1s one pr1vate alrpraft owned'by~the

Bapt1st m1n1ster 1n AkTav1k

s
e -

O «Moose Kerr SchooT wh1¢h offeps Grades 1. to IX There were 246 puplIs

enro]]ed in the school year 1973 74, and 236 1in the 1974 75 academ1c
year. The drop 1n numbers ref]ects a Ted1str1but1on of- students

’rather thanaa decT1ne in numbens, since several studgnts transferred
A

“ft to one of the Inuv1k hosteIs owing ‘to the1r parents mov1ng out 1nto

. v’ i . .
the “bush. "2 R B

-

L _‘ The h1gh drop- -out, rate for AkIav1k pup1Is in Inuv1k (see

ra

: Chapter IV) Ied to the proposaﬁo prov1de Grades IX andX in the

settIement to try to encourage pup1ls to. stay on\at schOc Grade fX

‘e

was prov1ded 1n 1973 but prosent government poI1cy favours gentra]- % m >%i;"
1zat10n of senior h1gh schooIs, and there 1s n0fprospect for the

prov1s1on of Grade X 1n Aklavik in the foreseeabIe future ' \ “ *¢
The turnover rate of tea€hers is h1gh and part1cu1ar]y so for T ﬁ@z

A . . CN

zbé?s. comm. fR..K" BeIT,APrinotpaI, MooSefKerf>SchooT. R
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September and Decé”ber w1th a’ ﬂrop after Chr1stmas, and a not1ceab1e

S172

: absentee ratg in- the spr1nq-nhén the: musﬁrat season beg1ns (seé o
'Table. 5?) x SR Y ﬁ |
. "% @ABLE 53 3 {" Lo ,‘ i "}"f:f*'
oy ATT.ENDANCE Rm at ‘MoosE KERR*SCHOOL , MARCH-MAY, 1914 ORI
o . _ - ~“;ﬁ ‘ ‘ig . ‘ (&%g“ o
- : Month R flAttendancegRate- Rt L
. : . - o o . : . . u-’)L = B ':"“‘A'Aru’; ng
o N March, ' -186.02" per ggnt¥N ot
:,‘,3, N ‘ ! N . R - S . .._ B 4. . A _', ;:',. . . ) ‘-‘. R
g& T AﬁriT' S 80.06 -per cent . - [
.. ».,5,; - ". - May ) S, 6.] . gsjpe"r CEnt | L :: .
e - ey T «.
- SOURCE: - Pers. Comm. R. K. Bell, Pr1nc1pa1
T * Moose Kerr School. g D
. Q ' @ - : N :’; ) .~ ~;~ .
R £$ . N . ey

In" an attempt to- reduce uag h1gh aﬁgentee raté%nn the 1atter ] ;‘i;& :
| part of -the school year, the schoo] day was 1engthenedaby ha]f an. o
hour dur1ng the winter months of 1973 74, and the year ended on

May 31st Th1s po]1cy was h1gh1y ﬁavoured by commun1ty res1dents s1nce _
it enab]ed them 8. take the1r ch1]dren out trapp1ng, and schoo] attend-

| Uancé did 1mpr0vé’ over prev1ous years, but the terr1tor1a1 goyernment . j'
, was_less,enthusnast1c' However the exper1menta1 shorten1ng of the‘ b
’schoo1 year has been extended to 1974 75 1n Ak]av1k _ : d .dj ‘ ;A
. An adu]t educat1on teacher was emp]oyed in 1973 and.1n the

1974-75 academ1c year sixteen students enro]led 1n the bas1c academ1c '."k-{tfv

i . . [

i T T s e
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" Hudson s Bay Company .and Mack1e s ‘stores in Ak]av1k and the average

Commercial Enterprises tao f .

Two genera] stores operate in Ak]av1 --a Hudson s Bay COmpany
Store and Mack1e s (:enera] Store. A th1rd’ shop ng candy 1s

‘ operated by the Impema] 011 agen't Cons1derab1e pr1ce differences o

\f-'.u@emst between the Hudson S Bay Company Sbore and Mack1e S for stap]e

’r“oods, and both stores are considerab]y more expenswe than Inuv1k and .
A .7‘

ﬁurther‘ SOUth as m1ght be ant1C1pated due to high- fre‘?ht rates (see
Tab1e 54 'npares the cost d1fferent1als between the .

T’*ab'le"ﬁﬁ)
3 f\(_').r
R
of Six Edmonton stores A]though s1m11ar datwgere not obtamed for*

P

Inuv1k Kro]ewsk1 1,9%3 computed the food cost d1fferent1a1 between

T - .
- L'v o“ v . -

: 9
10 h1gher frelght costs, and less compet1t1on between stores In. ad@-;

,_' St

o brought 1n by a1r from Inuv1k those in. Mackte s\y barge fromHay Rnler

Inuv1k and Ak]av1k to bé 100 114. ~The greater cost in Ak]av1k is due

t1on many foods are unavaﬂab]e in Aklavik for extended permds, if at
S‘n and thesﬁ tend to be the. foods w1th the h]ghest nutr1t1ona1 va]ue
(for examp]e mﬂk fresh vegetab]e§ fru?t*and eggs) Desplte the

fact that the maJomty of -the meat and f1sh are obtamed from the land,

S other stapTe foods are b0ught in the sTore by every natwe famﬂy

e N

173
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I
sl

Lower prices for some 1tems in Ak]av1k relative to‘ Edmonton (e g. tea % ;o

| flour, sugar and 1ard at the Hudson's Bay Company store in Ak]av1k

e

and bacon atMackie' s) reﬂect either a t1me 1ag in mgher pr1cef

, reachmg the North “or the fact tha“E these goods were sh1pped earher

-m the season or in the prev1ous season when pr1ces ‘were. ]ower Large’ '
CF
vpr1ce d1fferences between the Hudson S Bay Company and Mack1e s o

(e g apples at 85 cents a pound 1n the Bay,_and 45 cents 1n_Mack1e s)

reﬂ ects a dlfferent mode of transportatmnr‘App’tes 1n the Bay yer-e
2 )

. . . . =y
. R L. :
0 - i - : . : . .1 -l
. - o . Lyt
: ; R o T : & v }
. : . s . 5 - - R
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b TABLE 54
| COST DIFFERENTIALS BETHEEN HUDSON'$ BAY COMPANY AND MACKIE'S STORES
W% AKLAVIK AND SIX EDMONTON STORES (AUGUST -SEPTEMBER,, 1974].

a

-

) Hudson,s Bay Mack]e s Store Average SiX
: . - Company - " Aklavik - Edmonton.
Item - AKlavik ($) - ($) ° .. Stores ($) .
—— .
~ Tea (Red Rose 60 bags) y¥30§ tas BRE o7 .
“Sugar (10 7bs.) 4650 C530- a4y
Flour (10 1bs.) . 175 " 186 g 79
~ Butter (1b.) S0 Ty 50595
 Jam (48 0z.) s 2700 s gk ;' Cowliss
CBread (2002:) . © oss . 0.0 e®m
Potatoes (1b.) wwe i - 0.288 . gug” {'é- P 150
Oranges (1b.) Fo 065 ; Cosn T 4% S
Apples (1b.) .7 ogs s o 0.5 . psl0ua0. L
 Eggs (Dozen) . " eqe9 145 149 "'“'f/”?f.
Oats (Rob]n Hood 5 1b. ) '] 50 -, 1.65 © o 1.49 o
.'Aparnat1on itk . ‘8 35 o 0407 :0.33"'”,5;>
‘Rice (1b. Delta) . 0.64 . o045 - 049 -
Lard (Tenderflake) 10.39 085 0 % g5
SoMalt (2-1/21b.) 0 1.85 . -~ 179
. Bettuce (1b.) - qlog N
© Cabbage (1b.) S .T063. T o500 . 017
o Bacon (]b Yy -t .79 - \ ];45\ ; j~,].63“
SOURCE . Hudson's Bay Company and Mackle S data from f]e]d data.
' Edmonton data from Consumer,Affa1rs £dmonton. = Price
averages in six Edmonton stores, September 6th, 1974.
Recreat1ona1 Fac111t1es _ : o . C

r ’

j}r”‘ ,L‘ Unt1] 1972 recreatlona] fac111t1es were notab]y 1ack1ng in tbe

sett]ement due to h1gher pr1or1t1es be1ng g1ven to’ other sectors 1nc1ud-

7 1ng educat1on However, s1nce 1972 new recreat1ona] fac111t1es have

been f1nanced through federa] government programs, 1nc1ud1ng Loca] i

- - Ll

. . ;»‘ . ra "
- . o e . : ) v _ . [N
k_h, ‘%' v - . . - e - : :
v M . T o : ~ : ‘
.ijfw : . v



'f,1n the commun1ty A sw1mm1ng pocf ?

'”1n 1972 The sw1mm1ng poo] opera.?@n“

4

In1t1at1ve Proaect grants (L.I.P.) in an attempt to. prov1d=;¢ GRserna-

t1ve to a]cohol A curling rink wes prdvfaed under an LI 3L7grant‘

" 1essons andyrecreatnona] swlmm1ng for chw]dren and adu]ts and_ attend-

h-3

"3ance in 1974 var1ed£§%tween 20 and ]18 peop]e each day, w1th an average

of 54 peop]e each day In 1974 a recreatlon d1rector was appo1nted

to organ1ze dances, b1ngos, baseball games, cur]1ng, etc A new commu~ .
Vs'n1ty centre Was a]so opened in 1974, offer1ng fac111t1es for\tab]e
' tennis, poo] darts, b1ngo te]ev151on,@and dances as we]] as prov1d1ngﬁ

unf :
adgycarecentreand “drop 1n" centre Th1s centre proved very popu1ar .

d%§1ng the summer of 1974 b1ngos were he]d every two weeks,uand dances

a]most as frequent]y Both formg of entertalnment we’e very we]]

attended and 1n add1t1on the centre was used each even1ng as.a soc1a1

A

meeting place, _'“__.~r;-s f<

AR . -

~ No hote] or restaurant was n operat1on 1n 1974, the Delta Cafe o
- and Hote] hev g been condemned as unsan1tary in. January 7974 In the .

Nsummer of 1974.a new cafe was und%r construct1on w1th accommodat1on P

,,

'jfor s1x guests, and in. the fa11 a hotel was schedu]ed to be bUT]t pro-

.I'v1d1nglse1f conta1ned accommodat1on for a further six guests

RV

;Theatre and desp1te the somewhat ”dated” nature of some ot the f11ms, L

.

F11ms were. shown 1n the commun1ty centré and at the Aklav1k
K o ’

T

: these were heav11y subscr1bedvto. The schoo] offers a range of

. recreat1ona1 fac111t1es, and a ‘cross- country sk11ng program 1n the .

. - . Y
w1nter. o S S R

The terr1tor1a1 90vernment w11f ass1st any commun1ty to prov1de

K ' -

1ng the summer months prov1d1ng



recreat1ona1 fac111t1es by prov1d1ng up to 50 per &ent,of the cap1ta1

".»

cost to.a max1mum of $75,000 over a three year per1od The 50 per cent

i

cost prov1ded by the commun1ty 1tse]f may bé .in the form of cash,
‘1abour mater1a1 or equ1pment In add1t1on an annual per ca91€§ rec-
reat1ona1 grant of $5 00 is a1so prov1ded by the goVernment Ak]av1k |
'.has taken fu11 opportun1ty'§a'these grants, both to prov1de more i

" -
recreat1ona1 fac111t1es,~and to appo1nt a, recreat10n d1rector

. » .
» . . s .

:‘Housing' g
| If aTcoho1 abuse is the magor soc1a1 prob]em in the study
. region, hous1hg is the ‘majbr economic one, (Gemini North 1974)

E_,-j a In 1965, the federa1 go;ernment approved a five year rentak}

‘ﬁ§¢ houswng program dfslgned to offer adequate 11v1ng éccommodat1on to "-]“

‘:Esklmos of the quthwest Terr1tor1es Th1s was extghded to 1nc1ude .

- Ind1an res1dents in 1968, and the respons1b1]1ty igﬁ;the program was

transferred to the. territor1a1 government The Ak1av1k Hous1ng Assoc1—,f'

ﬁ -
~ation began in 1969 1n conJu‘§t1on wrth the Northern Renta] Hous:ng

R P gram,/gié1ng to prov1de adﬂhuate, reasonably pr1ced and serv1ced
@ LI ¥
hous1ng for Aktavik res1dents A]]ocat1on of housing depends-upon such

. _ 'y
_ factors ‘as s1ze of fam1]y} health and ex1stﬂgg accommodatton._; o

. . -"

Pr1or to 1968 twenty n1ne houses were provéﬁed in Ak]av1k under -

'} the Northern Renta1 Housing” Program F1ve were constructed‘nn 1969-70;

-

. RIS 0 . ' 4
'and serv1ce charges are heav11y subs1d1zed 1n one form or another to
Qb,‘ -, .

'.'the ponnt where there is 11tt1e 1hcent1ve for home ownersh1p Rents
v '\

"and fuel, and a;nomtna15water charge,

"y

f1fteen in 1970<71 tén;1n 1372 73. and: flve 1n 1973 74 Hou51ng costs';e




.]
A * . o . ‘ o o
e ' R O T - T L
.“:
Despwte th1s scheme hous1ng remé1ns 1nadequate 1n Ak1avik with

adequate accommodatmn forayoung s1ng1e and marr1ed ’;gsons,. forcing

‘ est1mated by Ge’m1m North (1974) ta be $690 ooo w1th 3 E r cag1ta

"

./
a hugh percentage of overcrowded and substandard units and the prob]ems :

" are- exacerbated by poor san1tat1on fac111t1es Poor hous1ng 1eads to.

menta1 and phys1ca1 ill- hea]th Ak]avmk has a part1h‘lar shortage of

+ 2]

';h

them to‘rema1n in overcrowded cond1t1ons " . {<~.
PRGN : sy
' A hous1ng survey comp]eted in. October/Nove‘\ 1973,,by the

P

. Houg§ Assoc1at1on in. Inuv1k 1nd1cated the fo]]owg‘; hous1ng cond1t1ons '
'W 3
inﬁAk&a.ik: "84 houses were 1n good repa1r, 38 wgté fa1r, 16 poor and /) —

d ‘ In add1t1on the report eitlmated the number of

'ff 'T‘jbe commun1ty Ln“the fo]low1ng f1ve years (see 7,‘J' _./
_«.' . o . . .. ;h ‘\ (QA R ﬁ%‘,‘ . B il )j&‘;c
e A
TABLE 55 3

S5 NEW. HOﬁSES REQUIRED IN AKLAVIK IN 1974 and to 1979’—

O

The tota1 1nc0me from a]] sources in Ak1av1k 1n 19ﬂ3 was’

___r—-——~ . : . [ ’ T

‘/ . "“ .
Size of Hogse ‘o Number quu1red to 1979 . Number Requ1red 1n 1914 S o
Y p i . . - -
1 %{ﬁroom . L5k .~ ;'-. "5 S 4\ )
! S e | N
. 2 bedroom" L »‘f '(5 . ..'_ - R o "‘:\ 0
| 3xbedrcom>]i e o0 ? ‘f‘*T oy _.J.'_ff“_ o :
4 bedroon e Vo T
SOURCE Hous1ng Survey, OctoberﬂNovember 1973 : anVik Housingf”ft’_ e
: Assoc1at1on SR " TR T ."’»'». o
i ‘ ’ ‘ et e v e
/_ ' In add1t10n the report revea]ed that 89 homes requ1red repa1rs o
” of some s rt T S f?" . ;*7?vf'\ T ”'(;.
N ° l o e Q-. , !"‘ ’ e R -‘9" "‘0 \'- ) : '
e L Aj e ‘ A, o ‘-7’;..- H “,. . A S
S ‘E.CON%C BASE\ - WY A R
. : R ‘ Sl S
‘Income e i;' e k\av .
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- ':transfer Rayments (1nc1ud1n9 we]fare a]]owances and penS1ons) trapp1ng

income'ot'$941 compared to the .average for the Lower Mackenz1e De]ta
. of $1,734, and "an estimated nat1ona] average of $3 990 in 1973 (1b1d )
. Lo . L ) .{,‘ . . <.v’_" “( - - . ‘-.“?? . . .

a

Sources of Income

‘ The maJor sources of 1A_ fin Ak]av1k are wages,‘salarles,';-'”

'1ncome (1nc]ud7ng 1ncome 1n-k1nd) and, sub31d1es ‘ Ihe gozfrnmgnt the
] . \Vj’ﬁ’v‘ ’
AkPav1k Fur Garment Cooperat1ve ‘a smal1 prlvate sector, adg'oilﬁanﬂ
3 s

gas exp]orat1on prov1de the maJor emp]oyment opportun1t1es,f‘!

AR

Qg res1deﬂts In’ add1t1on fur trapp1ng, hunt1ng and f1sh$ng st1ginprov1de
1mportant cash and 1n kﬂnd revenues / Goverhment sa]arres and wages ,:Jf
fﬁﬁ madé up approx1mate1y 50 per,cent of the tota] 1ncome 1n 1973 w1th

$347 199 of. the $690 0003 pa1d out 1nngoxernmena‘sa]ar1es and wages

e oo e DRI
(Gem1n1 North F974) R _'f‘ é’ L “.:
’ " : . RS - D .

'aJ' e Peop]e of d]Fferent ethn1c and econom1c status 1n Ak]av1k depend

- on” qery d1fferent sources of 1ncome ‘bThe maJor1ty of the w,,te res1—_

. ;dents are ﬁu11/ emp]oyed iR government or pr1vate s.

};reswdents botn wh1te aﬂd nat1vg§ %y on seasonalijﬁs- e S 1
*Funt g,

R

o 4 *
-5upp]emented by subs1d1es~ soc1a] ass1sé‘!ce trapp?ng, and
Others depend totahTy on government subs1d1es and 1ncome 1n kind.

i;}Very few young native' res1dents of AkTav1k ane engaged fu11~t1me in ’_‘“
\ \ W F - . Lo
' wage emp]oyment but casua1 1abour1ng 3053 prov1de a very_"

source of. 1ncome There is a great contrast both;%n to a] 1ncome and
\ “f-} Tt

1n 1ts pred1ctab111ty between workers‘1n contanbus wage empLoyment and-';

{&Athose who enga e. 1n seasona] work People who engage 1n temporary

1

afonal emp]o

) g .8y ot “ - i . : .
P 7 ‘ ! . ' ’ . . . " .-
. . . ) a . Y
A . B R

ent ha’ve h1gh1y uns.tab]e and. uhpred1ctab]e incores "wmch;',_'

5' 3/.4“ T LA .




Ty

l_for dependent ch11dren (Unwed mothens w;%h no other economlc supdort ° h

"i’and the1r Fam111e§’ JSQ«AV,: ff,:ﬁ

»

N

: : { s ‘
o e - ‘l
prevent them from accumu]atﬁhg saVangs and 1nvqatnng cap1ta1 whwch wou]d

foster greater secﬂrity and econom1c we11 be1ng "‘(ﬁ o t_ " - ’

&
Transfer 1ncome composed of=fam11y}a]1owances, o]d age and dis-

‘-ab1}1ty pens1ons and soc1a] ass1stance (we1fare) paymentstﬂprov1des an

R ) T e
;spayments are pa1qﬁto peop1e who wou]d nonmal]y prOVIde for themse]ves o sﬁza;n

"'fa]] 1nto th]s category ) The fgurth category is suppJementary 7n¢ome‘

vssupport for peop1e whose 1ncome 1s 1nsuff1c1ent to support themse}ves y

' - /.,,n[r ‘

,to 60 per cent 1n 1972 73 reveallng the fact that more peo?gﬁxTﬁﬁfﬁég'i*-j'ﬂ .
| .sett?ement who are capab]e of be1ng employed are rel&nng on ,e]fare |
Li As vatg 1971) po1nts out, many Ak]av1k rés1degts donsid:v

: _“to be as 1eglt1mate a 50urce oﬁ 1ncome as any ozhef~\and exp101t 1t *“r'ﬁ

o ‘;“f' Ak1av1k 'S dependence on welfare 1s hlgher ?h

h'n1t1es in the De]ta Twehty sev%n peop]e 1n a. hundred were dependent \1

-ac@ord1ng]y" (p. 71) ' ,‘t J'-L’gfs‘::-b_niv%f’ }.il<gf_:f '_2,11 n;ﬁ;l,fyl-

; veny 1mportant source of 1ncome for many Ak]av1k fam111es ﬁk]av1k 15‘.- |
l very heav;1ylsubstd1zed with wh1te governmenf emp1oyees subs1dized L d‘
;j’by northern a]Towances ‘hous1ng subs1d1es and’trave] a]]owances and k

nat1ve re§1dents suhs1dlzed by we]fare payments‘and.thepgov151on of
: she1ters power, fue] waten, educat1on ea]th°care ehther free” of °
'1_charge1brwat nom1na1 cost ;,_fy f"j-m'f*g B \f; ..;f 2 A’h ’ 2

N

$s
A

v , '
four categor1es Qf we]fare payments ex1st Econom1c ass1stance N

‘but are unable to do 50 because of nnemployment or. jﬁor trapp1ng and ,"ﬁgfif;Fi

P
huntwng, ‘etc. Other res1dents receqve~we1fare on ‘health grounde, or SN
S % . nh-»s o n L8

’6

T Gem1n1 North notes that Ak]av1k md

we]fare

\h “
n other commu—-_ - p'**~°;‘

. . [ R R * . Y L
B

) T . s ~ . .
o - » - . ~ s o . . . Lt
g PR ‘ I L T O
cotal . ) B e i -
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L]
A

.on we]fare in 1972-73 compared w1th ten in a hundred for the sub- reg1on '

-~ L4

as a whole (Genrini North, 1974). Severa] ‘people argue that the welfare
system is the main cause of ‘many of the prob]ems in the comnunity,
1nc]ud1ng apathy, a]coho] abuse, and 1nd1fference to wage employment
and trad1t10na1 resource harvest1ng actav1ties . :
The total soc1a1 assi§tance p yments from 6étober 1973 to
September 1974 inclusive, améunteevto $62,641, the peak appearind in ,

/ / . -
the fall and winter months. This is the time of year when winter

c]othjngAhas to be purchased, and tr pping_ahd wage employment are at

a lTow'point (see Tab}e'sq)z

ha'v .

N~

TABLE 56

" Month k/’f—”J ‘Payment . o -

October - \o. 551 . i
November . e 5,294 -
December - S ‘5,248 : bl
Jahuarx S - 5;225‘ _2/
.- February ' - 4,419 .
March T 5eg e ,
©oApril 4,93 - .,
May - -0 5980 A *
¥ dune "‘_; - :-;3,243 Do ~
uly . 7,824 :
August 4,703
,Septembefv R 7,520

= — o~
- P— T R
r . LY . - .
. - ]
* . . /’

" SOURCE : Inuvik " Social Deve]opment Office ’

The average househo]d social ass1stance payment for the year
““——-—x—.

was, $432 but tﬁﬁs average conceals the qons1derab1e var1at1ons in

< : o
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3

the d1str1but1on between househo]ds 1n the sett]ement In addition'fo

social asswstance ten peéople were rece1v1ng unemp]oyment 1nsurance

in the summer of 1974. L o

e

o\ Inequa]1ty in the distribution of .income is more sorong]y related
to ethnic status than to any other factor _in Aklavik.  In 1970 Kuo :\
. est1mated the mean per ca91ta 1ncome of res1dents of the Mackenzie
De]ta by ethn1c status. "His analysis lends support to this hypothe§is

t

(see Table 57);

TABLE 57

. ) , INCOME LﬁyELS BY ETHNIC §JATUS (1970)

Ethn1c Group I Mean Per Cag1ta Income o ; )

i . ' (exc1us1ve of income
yin klnd)

Indian - S 667

Eskimo - - . . g

Metis 1,147

White - e 35 A

SOURCE™ Chun-Yan Kuo: . "A Study of. Income Distribution
' uwtheMackenz1e Delta of Northern Canada,"

prepared for D.I.A.N.D. Ottawa. | _
, o
Employment _
\\ // Trapping, Hunting andVFishing--Trapping, hunting and fisﬁing

\ were once the ma1nstays of the economy of Aklavik, both in terms of
\ numbers of residents involved and the amount of income in cash and
3k1nd received. Now full-time reliance on the 1and is limited to

, \between two and four - persons and hunt1ng and trapp1ng act1v1t1es are

\  4Source: Unemp]oymeht Insurahoe Commission,-Edmonton,
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Jursuea on a part-time basis for food, cash and recreational purposes.

Associated with this trend has been the tendency for trappersAto trap

closer to the communlty, and the dec]ine of "specialist" trapp1ng 5

However the 1mportance of these act1v1t1es should not be underestImated
< in Ak]av1k despite the 1nab111ty of natura] resource harvestlng alone

to: prov1de an adequate income. A report on the socio- econom1c aspects
of the Mackenzie Valley-Northern Yukon vae11nes, in June 1974, 5uggests IS
that "In addition to prov1d1ng food and cash 1ncome, JUSt being out

on the land seems to fill a psycho]og1ca1 and cu]tural need for the
nat1ve peop]e " B

_ Dur1ng the’muskrat season nearly 70 per cent of the male labour |
force goes out trapp1ng Br shoot1ng Mrats."” wh11st there has been a:
substantxa] ovenh]i decline in the number of fur pelts taken between -
1967- 73, w1th a slight rise’in the 1973 74 season, the total va1ue of

. the fur harvest has f]uctuated w11d1y between 1967 74 (see F1gure 15)
It wou]d appear ‘that there is 11tt1e corre]atlon between trapp1ng }
effort and the pr1ces for furs. In the 1972 73 season tota] income

\\\; from trapping amounted to $45, 849 Wh1ch was the h1ghest in the region,

\and\represented 13 per cent of Ak]av1k S tota] eg;lmated income. .In

" the 1973 74 season, tota] income from trapp1ng rose to $64 943 an
increase’ ]arge]y exp1a1ned by" the rap1d nwse in fur pr1ces (see *
F1gure ]5) The s1x pr1me spec1es in terms, of quality and va]ue are

. /puskrat marten, m1nk beaver white fox and.]ynx, and fur prvce }

, 5do]forth (1971) d1st1ngu15hes between "spec1a11st" and “non
specialist"- trappers.. The former require special equipment’ which may -
only be used for one high value fur- bear1ng species,. usually. found

outside the Delta. The non- specialist trapper takes a var1ety of

Delta species, either with minimal equipment, .or w1th equipment - R
whith can serve more than one purpose. , T
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TOTAL VALUE OF FUR HARV
.. MUSKRAT TAKEN IN AKLAVIK 1967 274 _
Spur_ce.- Game Management Records Yellowknife . Ak/o\:ik .

A

EST AND NUMBER OF
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rises fOr these spec1es ranged from 8 per-cent'to 116 per cent between
1972- 73, w1th a further rjse befween 1973 74 (Gem1n1 North, 1974)
lMuskrat is the ch1ef Spec1es taken 1n Aklavik, and a totaT of 85 out

of the 97 hunters trappers and. f1shermen who were out .in 1973 74 took -

o “*wg,th1s spec1es\ F1gure 16" 111ustrates the trend to part-time trapping

W1th the~maJor1ty of- trappers takung Tess than 100 muskrat
In the 1972- 73. year the number of trappers earnInQ over $400"
was 43, and in 1973-74 the number 1ncreased marg1na1]y to 46. The

f]ncrease in total income between 1972 .73 and 1973~ 74 was not due to

" the endry -of. new trappers but to greater returns to the best trappers

.1n the communlty (F1gure 17) Amongst the most successfyl’ trappers
‘are those engaged 1n ful] -time" emp]oyment who trap at weekends or take

the]r ho11days dur1ng the trapplng season These men have both the

ment and supp11es Th1s‘fact was observed by Gem1n1 North all over the

-_Mackenz1e De]ta reglon “Some of. the best trappers in the’ study regIOn,

'1n terms of effbrt,expended andencome earned are men who are regu-: -

larT y empToyed in t'he wage economy " Q _

. Four mé?br fur market1ng agenc1es serve the commun1ty--the Game
'Management 0ff1ce the Hudson s Bay Company, Mackie*s GeneraT Store
and Semm]er s Store 1n Inuvfk The Game Management Off1ce w111 advance‘
up to 75 per cent of the peTt value and sh1p the furs south where they
recexve a much h1gher pr1ce at the Edmonton fu* auct1ons than they |
would Tocal]y The baTance of 25 per cent of the fur va]ue is paid
from the auction”’ returns Shrpp1ng furs south 15 by far\the most |

Tucratlve method of marketvng, but a cons1derab1y Targer number of
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" trappers still sell their furs Jﬁ&ally,(seeuTab]eASB). - RS

' . . ,
 TABLE 58 .
VALUE OF FURS SOLD, 1973-7% - o P
~ Marketing Agency‘ e Income Received
- Edmonton Fur Auct1on “ : $15,434 2
Local Fur Traders W 444,254 N f‘ . “
| Inuvik Fur Traders - '$ 5,255 | | oo
{’TOTAL . P e -

Includes $10 000 worth of furs so]d after the new - /
]1cens1ng ‘year, but taEén in 1973 74 trapp1ng ‘season. ~

-

SOURCE Game Management Records Ak]av1k

The Game Management Serv1ce report suggests thht the reason for,

. the greater use of Iocal marketwng sérv1ces desp1te the lower prices
pa1d to trappers 1s that "the prograg is not fully understood and 1t
,w11] be some t1me pefore é#erxgge sees ‘the. 11ght "’ However, Gem1n1
:lNorth perhaps comes o1éser~¢o the real reasons "Trad1t1ona1 ties with . -
| market out]ets, such 5% 1nd1v1dua1 free traders, credit advanzfi/jef/. -
goods purchased and the prospeé% of immediate payment for pelts are |
.factors affect1ng a tcgpper s dec1s1on to choose an a]ternat1ve outlet

. >
Jto fur . auct1ons "o : : o

The pr1ce of musknat var1es, not on]y between various market1ng '
y agenc1es but Lhth the’?’sue gnd quahty of the "rat," and whether 1t 1s

shot or trapped Trapped muskrat reached ‘as h1gh as $3 45 a pelt at . ';
'the Edmonton fur §uct1on, -in 1974 t%bugh the average prlce was 1ower

'-than th1s, and shot"nﬁts" reached upward of $2 00. The average~pr1ce

< L) &
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- for a]] muskrat sold tg localtfur traders was $2.00. Muskrat are.
trapped . durlng the W1nter and shot after sprlng brbak- Shooting
frequent]y damages 1nd1v1dua] pe]ts, but much greater ‘numbers of muskrat

“can be taken with/ considerably less'effort (See Figure 18 for,an
1nd1cat1on of the d1str1but1on of ‘winter. and spring‘camps around
Aklav1k in 1974. ) |

An even, greater. number of Ak]av1k residents depend on part t1ﬁe
hunting and f1sh1ng for. food c]oth1ng and -cash income. About 500 to
600 caribou are taken each year, particularly from the area around

a Canoe ‘Lake, tnenty-five miles northwest of Aklavik. The

prices for caribou and modse rose by 50'pe; cent between ]967<72 |

(Gemini"North 1974) There is no ?am1t Qo the number of caribou or

moose harvested and the cost of equ1pment is con51derab1y lower than

for trapping (see Tab]e 59) .

| ~ TABLE 59
%7 GALUE OF BEG GAME IN AKLAVIK (5)
. gﬁ'#i_; ~ - - .
1967-68.  1968-69 1969-70 197071 1971472
42,366 28,786 23.231 . 22,975 44,193

SOURCE:  Gemini orth, 1974.

!

Domestic flsh1ng is very' 1mportant in the summer and ear]y fall,
and the number of fish taken each year is in excess of 100, 000 pounds
(Game Management Off1ce Records) *Fish caught are predom1nant]y wh1te- A;
~ fish and inconnu, with herring in the fall. Severa} sma]] commerc1a] o
~egterprises operate in the area, including one- commerc1a1 operat1on on

the Husky Channel wh1ch harvested 4,000 pounds of char in 1973-74 for

’;
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(FIGURE %8 DISTRIBUTION OF WINTER AND SPRING Cabips
- AROUND AKLAVIK, 1974°
Q0 5 - _1p

e

ip 15 MILES
0 N3 10 3 - BKIOMETRES _
o - o ;
® Cabins Alter: Surveys ane Mdpping Branch, -

Dept. of Mines and Technicol Surveys 107 B -
: Source: Game  Monogement Racords, Aklovik

- « . .



sale in Inuvik. About twenty fam1lies go out fishing and whalT"Q in the

summer months, and thirty whales were taken in. 1974, The total Vi]ue ”von_?_ur

of fish and wildlife in 1972 was estimated at $87,404 (Gem1n1 NOFth
- 1974) , w1th a per capita value of $128. 5& The value and share of tota1

income in Aklavik from hunt1ng and.trapp1ng is revealed in Table 50,
e ' ' .

' :

TABLE 60 ~

VALUE OF FUR, BIG GAME AND DOMESTIC -FISH RESOURCES :
- AND SHARE OF TOTAL INCOME, 1972 'IN AKLAVIK - : )
SEEY R ‘ R

lue of Value of Va]ﬁe of Total Value of M@stimated 2% Game, FUr and
r _ B1g ‘Domest¥c Blg Game, Fur Total ! Fish ip. o
Exports Game Fism .. and Fish Income Aklavik Inuvik N
— = — - e TN e
50,809 22,975 4,620 87,404 650,000  13% ;.
SOURCE: ‘Gemini North, 1974  ° o I
. E '

Wage Emp]oyment' ' S o “"

The trend towards part t1me trapping, hunt1ng and fishing aQtiv1-

ties 1in Aklavik has been accompan1ed--1ndeed partly caused by--the

growth of wage employment. Permaneht wage emp]oyment is limited in the .

settlement but at present temborary emp]oyment is ava11ab1e both in

Ak]av1k 1tse1f and in the surrounding reg1on N _ -i\,

-

'Permanent Employment--The major sources of oermanent‘employment ‘

in Aklavik are the terr1tor1a1 government hamlet adm1n1strat1oﬂ,-

Hudson's Bay Company, Ak]av1k Fur Garment Cooperatlve, and ‘a sma1]

private sector, 1nc1ud1ng seven companles engaqed in construct1ons ton~

tracting and haUItng The maJorlty of the sk111ed Jjobs and profes~ ‘
sional: pos1t1ons are f111ed by temporary white res1dents in Aklav1k

The eleven teaehers, three nurses, two R.C.M.P. officers, Game

\
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3fﬁﬁ§§éu; ';15 \er, churnh leaders ‘ahd sécretary manager are all of

. e

'\Lﬁ_‘\i\ i 4 &
lf*Ex Permansvgahat1Ve employeeg. are chiefly engaged in unsk111ed labouring
'*; NN ‘ s

»'tv-fiand malntenance JObS a]though there are notable. exceptions . The

Res \ Ll

game warden, social deve]opmeﬂt offlcer, emp]oyment officenp and
hous1ng assoc1ation offic1a1 are a]] native r5§1dents and it seems

probab]e that the proport1on of native res1dents f1111ng the ch1ef

'oadm1n1strat1ve positions in the community w111 1ncrease 1n future.
This is in accordance with the terr1t9r1aﬂ government s po1icy of
'g1v1ng preference to’ ‘native residents for’ jobs. ‘
) The Fur Garment Cooﬁerat1ve ‘provides an important source of
female emp]oyment and fifteen to twenty local females find emp]oyment
there The annuaT income generated by this 1ndustry is $150, 000 and
outlets 1nc1ude Ottawa 9Edmonton Calgary and W1nn1peg stores as well
L'as sma]]er centres in the Northwest Territories. A small add1t10na] .
| _number'of women are emp]oyed at the craft shop on a p1ece-work basis
- rather than an hourly wage, The Hudson s Bay Company- emp]oys ten. -
" 'workers and the old folks home angther ten Add1t1ona1 permanent
emp]oyment is found at,Mack1e S store, Imper1a1 Olla?Northward Air11nes,'

““&
the post off1ce, and Northern Canada Power Comm1ss1on

[

Tem : rx,Emp]oyment~-A 1arge proport1on of the Ak]av1k work

force part1cu1ar1y nat1ve ma]e workers,re]y on. seasona] emp]oyment,

"The territorial gov nment, the

‘generally of an unsk111ed nature.
hamlet, and the 0il: and gas exp]ora on indust:y are the ch1ef sources'. o

: of seasona] emp]oyment The gov nment and hamlet offer short term . o

"construct1on or ma1ntenance proaects wh1ch reach a peak in the summer ' \ﬁ»

. _.months. In add1t1on f1nances are g1ven to Aklav1k from federal and LV

, i | ,:; - "\d”%'a

| S,
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'territorial funds‘for winter'works programs 1?- ;' : AR
- In the past few years tha 011 exploration industry hias provided -
highly pai(bseasonal employment during the winter months reaching a |
peak 0n February-March In a report issued by T D. Conway, Department N\\
of Indian Affairs and Northern Development Calgary, the ibllowing
seasonal employment statistics for the 01l industry were revealed for
Aklav1k in l97dl7l 52 men found works 31 as casual labourers
IFifteen men left for no apparent reason, 9 were taid off, and the s

!

'remainder completed théir a551gnments . During thlS season various oil
companies pa‘ﬂ out $136,700 in wages into the Aklav1k area. ‘ Y
In 1972- 73, 114 Aklav1k men found Jobs in the oil 1ndustry Thet
, maJority (76) were again casual labourers Thirty -one” left for no
apparent reason 6 .left to go ¢rapping, and the remaihder completed _/?”"“
- their jobs. The wages paid amounted to $153 100, an 1ncrease of _ B

'l2 per‘cent In the 1973~ 74 season, 56 workers were employed in the o
"1ndustry from Aklav1k 27 of whom completed their JObS and 6 bf'whom f&‘
Teft with no apparent reason The remainder‘either left w1th a reason, »
”V‘o; were laid. off. 6 . '] ‘ . . . ' i. . ‘,//f.
° The report reveals the high propOrtion of Aklav1k men dependent\
o on the 0jl 1ndustry for seasonal employment particularly in the l972 73
season It also 1nd1cates a maJor problem in the northern employment
51tuation--the very hiqh turnover of personnel Summer employment ts
‘also available on a. smaller scale Wlth the 011 industry and in the e
summer of 1974, eight Aklav1k Aen were employed on- the constructijon of
an art1f1c1al 1slandlfor one of the 01l companies These men were

”offered employment for 90 days - Wlth a salary of‘$6 000

6Pers. Comm. JT, D. Conway,_D.I.A;N.D{, Calgary; : -



v

S Lo ‘ . .
" In summary, the emp]oyment 51tuat1on in Aklavik is extreme]y

. unstab]e» Aksmall proportion of the commun1ty is enaged 1n permanent Sy

Alcohol Abgse

o/

o Southern provint

wage emp1oyment, whilst the vast maJortty engage in temporary, usua]ly .

high]y ‘paid, unsk1]led otcupations. Most of these casua] Jjobs are

192

ava11ab1e outside the sett]ement which has encouraged a hlghly mobx]e »"'\f‘

labour force in Aklavik., -~ = . . . . | é )

e *SOCIAL WELFARE

L

‘g B - S
A1coho] abuse is w1de1y recognized as_the major soc1a1 problem

in the North and Ak]av1k 1s nd‘Q;ZEEllon to this genera11zation
ﬂ]cohol abuse is seen to be -a maJor cause of murders, oh1]d neg]ect
assau]ts, wife beat1ng, broken- homes absenteeIsm from work, unemp]oy-"‘
ment we]fare and Crime in the Northwest Terr1tor1es It 1s 1mpossIb]e 4
. to 1so]ate a]coho] problems from hous1ng cond1t1ons, recreatlona] |

fac1]1t1es and job opportun1t1es The wacko Report on 0bservat1ons

and Recommendat1ons Respect1ng A1coho] and Drugs {n the Northwest ‘-‘_' ":Ef‘

Terr1tor1es, ]9;5 suggests L . ' 3]-:7 , :fy- ;f

¢‘

- To many the pﬁbblem (alcohol1sm) is of a serﬂbus epidemwc nature
They note the h1gher per capita consumption of alcohol than in the. !
s; the very high rate of alcahol-related, _offences,
"averaging 95 per-cent in the Yellowknife. Correctional Cen%&e, the
- high rate ofyaccidental’ deaths noted by the health authorities;:
" the impression by law enforcement’ people that their work ‘would Be'
decreased by 75 per cent if it were not for the abuse of alcohol, .
. and the impression by welfare personnel that 98 per cent of - ch11d :
. n;z:ec§ caseswere d1rect]y corre]ated to the abuse of a]coho] '
) 3. o

.'I‘

- Gemini North (1974) suggests reasons for the h1gh 1evels of S .',z‘

o a]coho] abuse 1n the North N rtherners are subJect to stress and

fee]1ngs of depr1vat1on ar1S1ng from the harsh c]lmate, 1so]at10n, f-'w

- o -\ v
t(l../ C .

Lo L * . N . - .
! . re . n
o L h
. : . . .
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' h1gher 11v1ng costs and l1mtted amenities in their commun1t1es They'

are a]so at a re]at1ve d1sadvantage compared to tgﬂborary “outs1ders" N

e i ,
in the commun1ty in terms of employment opportunit1es, wage .and- salary

1evels, hous1ng and contro] over community affairs. The frustrations -

brought,about by this state of affairs are temporar11y ameliorated by -

resort to dr1nk1ng as a form of escap#sm

0

[N

. A]coho] has been cited as the daJor contributory factor 1n four

_ e
v1o]ent deaths in Ak]av1k in the last two years, 1nc1ud1ng threei1n ‘on

1nc1dent 1n May 1974. The 1nquests fo]]ow1ng these deaths led to. six

,ﬂv recommendatlons ca]]1ng for str1cter control of alcohol and f1rearms,

‘a

heavy pena?t1es°for br6éches of the 1aw°1nvo]v1ng either, and the
presence of two R.C.M. R off1cers in the commun1ty at all times. ‘

- 'No 11quor out]et exists in Ak]av1k and in a pTeb1sc1te he]d in
November 1974 residents’ vqoted aga1nst having a 11quor store 1n the

| commun1ty A]coho] has }o be obta1ned*from Inuv1k and the usua] ,;

méthod is for several res1dents to Jo1n together to “charter an a1rcraft

{

e
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to Inuvik, and to br1ng back severa] caseloads: of 11quor "In the sum-

‘A H‘
f

. mer 11quor is a]so brought 1n by r1ver, and in the w1nter by noad
Northern dr1nk1ng patterns are sgph that a]coho] is® usua]?y cvnsumed

' unt11 it 15 flnlshed, and~é]most no "soc1a1 dr1nk1ng" patterns preva11
1n~Ak]av1k If the supp]y of 11quor i exhausted further bott]es are
obtained 111ega11y from boot]eggers in the sett]ement at $20 $25 for

u one bott]e of hard 11quor

1 Hea]th

f , W1th an 1mproved and expanded health care, 1ncreased educat1on :

4

. and 1mproved hous1ng cond1t1ons, there has,been a great 1mprovement 1n

LI
w‘n
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| health cond1t1ons in the Northwest Terr1tor1es However‘socfo-economic
cond1t1ons still remain unsat1sfactory and these . 1nadequate conﬂftions
lead to poor mental and Physical- i1] health In addition to a]coho] |

- abuse ‘there ' is a very h1gh rate of venereal d1sease 1n“the Norfhwest
Territories: -®emini North have complled a ]1$t of socio- economic condi-
t1ons which affect health in northern communities. This is based on
1nformat1on obta1ned from the Department of Nat1ona] Health and Welfare

reports on hea]th cond1t1ons in the Northwest Territories. These

conditions are all present to a greater or lesser degree in Aklavik

2
t

- (see Table 61). . o

_The problems re]ated to nutr1t1on are. partaculir1y not1ceab]e .
Jn Ak]av1k High food costs together w1th the npn-avallablllty of
some foods- ge g fresh fruit) Iead to a re11ance on candy, cook1es,
soft drinks and carbghydrates Th S not on]y has a devastat1ng effect
'.on teeth but a]so means that necessary m1nerals are def1c1ent
A]coho] causes further deter1orat1on ln nutr1t1ona] levels.

It wou]d appear that the present soc10 econom1c structure of
AKklavik is . very unsatisfactory. . The, community 1s almost tota]]y '
dependent on the- government for-permanent empioyment transfer payments
in ‘the form of soc1a] a551stance grants-and subs1d1es to support o
a]most every serv1ce prov1ded 1n the commun1ty ° Seasonal emp]oyment '
is at present ava11ab1e in the 0il and gas 1ndustry wh1ch prov1des a
"very 1mportant source of’1ncome forvmany Ak]avak fam111es but this is
a very unstab]e source of cash i an unpred]ctable 1ndustry It would
a]so seem that the present land use pattern calls for cons1derab1e

conso]atlon of bu11d1ng un1ts and a new town plan. It rema1ns to be

"-examined whether the’ high leve] of government support of one k1nd or



another in’Ak]avik can be justified on social or other grounds, and

this will be evaluated in the final chapter.

TABLE 61

SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS THAT AFFECT HEALTH«CONDITIONs IN THE N.W.T.

T

' Conditiohs

Effects

Inadequate housing‘(substandard,
overcrowded, poor sanitation).

\

Inadeguate water supply

~ Inadequate waste disposal

- Alcohol abuse .

. Poor personal hygiene practices
Consumption of raw ?ish_

“Consumption of infectedbb]ack’or
brown bear meat and walrus

High birth orders
- Malnutritjon

. 4'(

'

‘Pneumonia’

Enteritis _ .
High rates of neonata} mortal iey
due to pneumonia, crib deaths,

- and accidental inhalation of

gastric contents.

'Gas;ro—enteritis

Diarrhoea

Infectious hepatitis
Shigella dysentery

‘Gasto-enteritis

Diarrhoea )
Infectious,hepatitis
Shigella dysentery T

40 to 50 per cent of violent

-and aCCidenta]'deaths.
- Gasto-enteritis = -
. Mental deterioration
Infectious hepatitis
Dysentery -
Fram éhar-nsmall fish tapeworm

From Pike--large tapeworm

- Trichinosis

.High_infant mortality ’ _
- Tuberculosis and other infectious -

diseases due to reduced protein
level. - -

Poor dental health due to high

sugar consumption.

-+

SOURCE :

Gehini-Norfh, 1974.  Compiled from Government of Canada, - . _
Department of National Health.and Welfare, Regort.on‘Health¢
1970, 1977, 1972,

Conditions in the Northwest Territories,

~+_ . (Northern Health Service,- 1977, 1972, 1973}

Gemini North

interview with Northern Health Service, Yellowknife and

Inuvik,_1973.
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CHAPTER VII

/

CONCLUSIONS | o

#Native northerners must be given every opportun1ty to' become an
equal and parti¢ipating part of our Canadian society and of an
advancing economy. Those who live there must have first claim -
to northern jobs. If they do not benefit from employment oppor-
tunities and if northern development does not become the base
for a better and richer 1ife for them as well as for us, we Cana- -
dians will have failed in our responsibilities to the North

whatever else we achieve.-
Jean Chretien, March, 1972
K : . .

The whole history-df modern development in the western Arctic

has been marked byA"boom” and "bust“ per1ods of aff]uence and poverty

* "Boom" periods occurred at the height of’ the wha11ng act1vit1es, the

peak of the fur trade the bu1]d1ng of the DEw Tine statlons and theﬁfﬁd _
‘ , -
construct1on of Inuvik. Each of these per1ods w1tnessed great changes

~in the Western Arct1c The flrst two per1ods emphas12éd‘the use of
'1and and water based resources a]though at the same time wltness_‘

vthe emergence of sett]ements The latter two 1n1t1ated a transf rence L

of a]]eg1ance from the land to wage emp]oyment in an urban-based
: economy , a\'A N _
It was short]y after the peak of wha11ng act1v1t1es that Ak]av1k ,ﬂ.
- was estab]1shed,.1n ]912 and many: Esk1mos ‘who. had been 1nvo]ved in |
"whal1ng off the Arctic coast moved south 1n response to the rise-in
fur pr1ces‘ At the same t1me Kutch1n Ind1ans were also drawn towards ;
the Mackenz1e De]ta from the Pee] R1ver area. | Located JUSt south of

 the- tree 11ne Ak]av1k offered a un1que meeting p]ace forInd1ans and

- 196



St

Eskimos ‘During the peak of the fur trade in the 19305 and 19405, .

Esk1mos Met1s, Ind1ans and whites have met - together 1n the sett]ement

many of the‘former'cu1tura1 dvffere ces have diminished, but the d1ver-

'Sity of the popu]ation rema1ns a un1que characterist1c of Aklavik;.

197

\

‘During the 19505 many Aklavik reS1dents took advantage of employ- ,

ment possibilities on the DEW 11ne and on the construct1on of Inuvwk

There were 1nsuff1c1ent JObS to absorb everyone after the 1n1t1a] con-

Pl

struct1on phase of Inuv1k and the adm1n1strat1ve phase of the town

prov1ded JObS requ1r1ng h1gher educat1ona1 qua11f1cat1ens and skllls

-whlch most Ak]av1k peop]e did not: possess Many wished to moVe\\ack

to Ak]av1k because they d1s]1ked Inuv1k and all ‘that 1t appeared to \\-s

) represent in terms of a’ large, 1mpersona1 town, expens1ve food, .and

alcoho] problems Moreover, soc1a] reasons _were. maJor cons1deratlons

~since most fam1]y and fr1endsh1p t1es were 1n Ak]av1k

The exam1nat10n of mwgrat1on trends between Inuv1k and Ak]avik :
from ]955 74 1ends support to most of the hypotheses wh1ch were
developed pr1or to f1e1dwork Hypothes1s One suggested that permanent

mwgrat1on from Aklav1k -to Ianig would be ma1n1y due to economlc/

- emp]oyment factors and 1n1t1a11y would be se]ective of wh1te govern-a-n

struct1on of Inuv1k and in serv1qg JObS respectlvely In the admln- R

- _1strat1on phase it was. suggested that. permanent m1grat1on wou]d aga1n

be: se]ect1ve of the younger age groups educated in Inuv1k and wou]d

. ment ma]es and young natlve ma]es and fema]es who worked on the con-.”,.’-'
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- be greater amongst single fema]es than ma]es The first part of this
, hypothes1s was conflrmed by field ohservations.. However, the second
part was only part1a11y confirmed It was. not poss1b1e to test the
sex select1vity of m1grat1on due to the b1as in interview1ng towards f
i“female m1grants but permanent m1grat1on in- the administrat1ve phase c
‘was se]ect1ve of peop]e in the h1gher status occupat10na1 categories,
,'w1th h1gher educat1ona1 qua11f1cat1ons _ ' ‘
Hypothes1s Two stated that return—m1grat1on to Aklav1k would con-
's1st ‘mainty of unsk111ed nat1ve workers emplpyed on the construction |
of Inuv1k who were hunters and trappers in. Aklav1k prior to the move.
This hypothes1s was conf1rmed 1n Tts ent:rety Hypothesis Three stated
:that temporary m1grat1on betweeniAk]av1k and Inuvik would be mainly for
social reasons or for mgdlcal care Temporary movements d‘b]d not be _f'.

conflned to any particular season due to the. ava11ab111ty of transporta-, .

t1on 11nks throughout the year, but 1t was suggested -that movement '

’,'wou]d be concentrated 1n the Summer months due to the more pleasant :

:c])mate ava11ab111ty of river transportat1on etc Th1s hypothes1s was h'"
’;‘only part1a]1y conf1rmed by f1e1d observat1ons Soc1a1 reasons were the r_.
dominant mot1vat1ona1 factors for, temporary movements in both dlrec- fr;7u§r"
. t1ons, but med1ca1~reasons were found to be Iess 1mportant than "shop- -
ping and ltquor purchases" for vﬁSItors from Ak]aV1k to Inuvok and

1

."bus1ness reasons" were the second most 1mportant reasons for Inuv1k 'f;‘-g

: ‘ v1s1tors to Ak]av1k The suggest1on that movements wou]d be ch1ef1y 1n -

_“the summer J!% reJected s1nce the frequency of movements was found to
be greatest ln winter, in both d1rect10ns.-»3 y‘: -_‘<g;;-ha'{ k“f
Hypothe51s Four suggested that seasona] m1grat1on would be '-_Tifgfégt”

“dom1nated by movements from Ak]av1k to’ Inuv1k in response to Job )

s.“»
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: %
o fopportunit1es and wou]d be se]ect1ve of unski]l d native residents in |

the younger age groups An examinat1on of the Aklav1k Emp]oyment Office
records confirmed this hypothes1s, a]though addit#ona] field data were

¢ i

'not avaw]ab1e to test it e
Hypothes1s F1ve stated that permanent reSIdence in Aklavik w1th

the least contact with Inuvik would be conf1ned to o]der native resi- -

'dents who were former]y hunters and trappers. ‘This hypothesis was

conf1rmed by f1e1d observat1ons a]though the number of people whp f:""

never vﬁs1ted Inuv1k was extreme]y sma]] Hypothe51s S1x stated that

.Ak]avik s age structure wou]d be unba]anced w1th above average num- ﬁ

‘bers in the 0-19 years age range, a suggestion which was conflrmed by

V»field observatlons The final hypothesis suggested that Ak]av1k wou]d

. become 1ncreas1ng1y nat1ve -dominated, whilst Inuvik wou]d become

."‘.1ncrea51ngly white- dom1nated Th1s trend was. certaln]y conf1rmed by

an exam1nat1on of popu]at1on characterist1cs in. both commun1t1es -ﬂn ',
gadd1t10n nat1ve res1d€hts were predom1nant amongst return-m1grants to T ;¢.$%

'Aklav1k and permanent migrants to Inuv1k were dom1nated by wh1te - ‘, , 'fgé
© T i

res1dents In Inuv1k 1n-m1grat1on of wh1te res1dents from the South oo

-

w111 further 1ncrease the proport1on of wh1tes 1n the communlty

The dec1s1on to move back to the laé% after work1ng in Inuv1k

was much harder than the. dec151on to move 1nto~the settlement The,'°

f attract1ons of a secure 1ncome, together w1th other attract1ons of |
~sett1ement-11v1ng came at a t1me when fur pr1ces were falllng ThIS

led t to a dec11ne 1n the number of "bush" dwe}lers and in the re]at]ve"; ’;7:;""'?

'“71mportance of f1sh1ng, trapp1ng and hunt1ng as a. means of 11ve11hood

. The concept of "dua1 a11eglance" to the land and to the sett]e— ff,

;5fment emerged dur1ng the 19505 and ]9605 (Honlgmann, 1965 Va]]ee, 1967;
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Woltorth,.197l) Acceptance of wage employment was considered to be
the prime 1ndex of acculturat1on because 1t was associated with a '

| reJectlon of trad1tlonal resource" harvesting act1v1tles on’ the land.

In Aklavik the process of acculturation has _moved . beyond the stage-of

“:y"dual alleg1ance" to the land and.to the settlement to a stage in .

' Whlch res1dents have a greater alleg1ance to the settlement However
th1s alleg1ance has not been expressed in terms of incorporation into
the settlement s economy, but at present merely implies permanent .A‘
res1dence in the community The land can no longer support a full time:
vlable econom1c actlvhty, but at present ne1ther can the settlement,

due to the lack of employment '

| The opportun1t1es for full tlmé wage employment have not kept

pace with the supply of nat1ve labour in Aklavik. From an examination

of Aklav1k s demographlc character1stics it is evident that the commu- ,
ty is oVerpopulated 1n relation to the ava1lab1l1ty of employment |

. and to the Tevel of serv1¢es within the commun1ty 1tself or man

}people permanent out-migrat1on to Inuv1k was the solut1on to the lack

of employment poss1b1l1t1es in Aklav1k but m1gratvon back to Aklav1k E -"}4‘
'has been a s1gn1f1cant and- unforeseen development In add1t1on to h ,- ”

g 'return-m1grat10n, the hlgh percentage of people in the younger age | |

g;oups will lead to an even greater 1ncrease 1n populat1on when these '

- groups reach reproduct1ve age unless there 1s cons1derable out-

' mlgtatlon from the settlement 9r large scale fam1ly plann1ng

An exam1nat1on of the employment p0551b1l1t1es and sources of

";*1ncome 1n Aklav1k reveal an overwhelmlng dependence on government .

for both permanent and temporary employment, and for transfer 1nZome : o

_»1n the form of welfare allowances and pen51ons ~The unempleyment‘rate7"

l, A
] . . -,
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is high for all ethnic groups except mhite resfdents; who make up only
9 per cent of the community's population. vThe-high unemployment rate
is concealed to some extent by thevlarge number of people who classify
themse]ves‘as hunters/trappers and flshermen, but who are in fact
unemp]oyed tor the vast-maJorlty of the year Only two to four resi-
dents -are engaged full- time in hunt1ng/trapp1ng and fishing activ1t1es,
( and yet 108 c]ass1fy thenselves as such. _
| Very few young sett]ement natives are- engaged in full- time wage
employment but casual 1abour1ng jobs provide -a very 1mportant source
of 1ncome, which is supp]emented by welfare payments and cash and

in- k1nd revenues from part time trad1t1ona1 resource - harvest1ng
Aklav1k Qs_very heavily subs1d1zed by the government, not only
~in the form of welfare payments, but in housxng subs1d1es, and the
prov1s1on of power fue] water, educat1on and hea]th care e1ther free
of charge or at nom1na1 cost Ak]av1k S dependence on we]fare is
fh1gher than other communities in the- Mackenz1e Delta, and there has
been a rise in the econom1c ass1stance component of we]fare payments

' in recent years revea11ng that more peop]e in the sett]ement who are
capab]e of being emp]oyed are re]ylng on welfare. .

-The" ava11ab}11ty of temporary seasona] JObS provided by . the

government has 1nduced a certaln feellng of comp]acency amongst ” L

i Ak]av1k res1dents Jobs are eas11y attajned and therefore not h1gh1y

‘va]ued and there" has been a very h1gh turnover of staff in these
~ temporary emp]oyment categorles _ )
| Another "boom" period of deve]opment has just begun in the
vMackenz1e De]ta w1th the d1scovery of 1arge reserves of 0il and -

natura] gas in the Delta, the Beaufdrt Sea and the Arctic IsIands

\ .

e
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ThlS has provided a large number of highly paid seasonal jobs for .

unsk111ed workers and Ak]avik res1dents have taken full advantage of

L these deve]opments Ifa pipe] ine is built even more jobs wiH be avaﬂab]e

during the w1nter months on its constructwn Arct1c Gas est1mate that up
to 8 000 jobs wﬂ] be vaﬂab]e during the constructwn period whichwill
7 lastfor two to threey ars However on campletlon of the construction of
- the pipeline, only app oximateiy 200 jobs will be avaﬂab]e for its opera-
tion. As Wonders (1972) points out: - : . ,
While commergial d1scover1es and exp]mtation wou]d be hlgh]y beneficia]
for northern resource income, it should be kept inmind that the o011l and
gas industry is a h1gh1y automated one and, following thé: initial
construction phase ma1ntenance personnel would be minimal (p. 143).
Lo Aklavik-is off the malnstream of. the proposed pipeline develop-
,ment about forty mﬂes away from the interior route and ten miles away
from the coasta] route Hovlever, Aklav1k s labour force is highly
mobﬂe and accustomed to seasona] wage emp]oyment, and therefore would
be most hke]y to part1c1pate funy in the p1peHne construction and
1n further oﬂ and gas deve]opments in the area.
“The probab]e effects of the pipehne have been indlcated by .
Gem1m North (1974), Apart from prov1d1r{g a 1arge number . of hlghly paid
, seasona] JObS for a few years and poss1b]y cheaper energy costs: : s
’ The nature and ]evel of development 1mpact associated Wfth the |
proposed natural gas Pipeline may be expected to-affect, in. one ,
way or another rates of crime, alcohol, housing, welfare, educa- . '
tion, health condwtlons, recreatlon and racial tension. o A
If the experience of past ."boom" deve]opments can be taken to" be'
izndicati,ve of future trends, the construction of the pipeline wou]d
: prov1de for a short period of t1me, fu'll emp]oyment, high wages, and a :
greater range of serv1ces and 1nfrastructure in the North a]] of which

wou]d benef1t Ak]av1k However, this wou]d be foHowed by a pemod

v
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of depressionwith higher unemp]oyment and even greater socia] and economic -
problems amongst the native‘re51dents - ; | .
. In order to avoid this s1tuation defin1te plans must be imple-
mented now within the sett]ement itself. Given that Aklavik is at .
present overpopu]ated 1n re]ation to present levels of economic develop-
ment and prov1s1on of - serv1ces there appear to be two planning options
- Firstly, to encourage permanent out-migrat1on from the sett]ement to
reduce the popu]atvon to a size which would permit the community to. be
economically v{able ;!¥h the present level of emp]oyment and services. . N
Secondly, to prov1de a greater range of services in. the community and
to encourage sma]] sca]e employment of a permanent nature, taking 1nbp
_ account the tra1ning and abilities of the present popu]at10n and the
needs: of the community. o ,.
1. The f1rst planning opt1on favour1ng out—mlgrat1on from Aklavik has
been act1ve]y tried and up to now has far]ed for severa] reasons which
‘ were out]1ned ear11er 0ut-m1grat1on to Inuv1k was advocated in the
m1d 19505, but both the type and. quantity of jobs after the eonstruc- -
.t1on phase were 1nsuff1c1ent to absorb everyone from Ak]avik More- L
over the government failed to take 1ntp account soc1a1 factors and the B
A'mlgrants personal preference for 11v1ng in Aklavik, near good huntlng,
trapplng and- flsh1ng areas — '

Slnce that t1me Jenness (1964, p. 178°f, ) and WOlforth (1966
p. 79) have recommended out-m1gra ion’ to the South as a so]ut10n to f
' northern employment and poverty, and the Department of Ind1an Affairs
- and Northern Deve]opment has encouraged greater mob111ty amongst the

‘natlve populat1on wOlforth suggests that such a pol1cy depends upon

o an. educat1ona1 program wh1ch would prepare for easy a551m11at1on 'v"



into the wider Canadian conmunity, easier and cheaper comnunications and
transport linKs wtth the South and an adult training program related -
to the employment needs of Canada as a who]e rather than those of the

'. North. Educat1on was looked upon as the un1versa] panacea during the-~—~»~4if~w>

‘¢19505 and 19605 by which nativé‘peop]e could get we]] paid jobs and

',. e1ther mlgrate to the South, or return to the North with. their new]y »

'acqu1red skil]s ~ Smith (1974) contends.that the occupat1ona1 p/eﬁer-'
ences of northern natfﬂgs do ‘not differ fundamental]y from those of |
whlte res1dents However, despite the h1gher 1evels of formal education |

‘-achweved by young settlement natives which have 1ncreased their aspina-'
t1ons for higher status JObS they st11;>1ack the qua]ifications for
adm1n1strat1ve and professional JObS. In fact as Hunt has 1ndicated

s

Some observers contend that the native peop]e S adaptation has
been mainly at the aspirational level. They aspire to many of -
the non-natives economic and soc1a1 goals, such as higher 1ncomes,
better housing, and improved social and. hea]th services. But :
they do not appear to be fully 'aware of the institutionalized °
_ - steps leading to the fulfilment of these goa]s, such as‘long , ‘
U emp1oyment preparat1on (. June, 1974) - _: . » .
In add1tion,the out-m:grat1on policy assumes that nat1ve northern '
".res1dents wish to Ieave the1r settlements and a]so that they are.
equ1pped to take up emp]oyment in the South '_ L
: w1th improved communicat1ons changlng values and the achieve— _
,ment of h1gher 1evels of education and skills which w111 equ1p resi- : |
dents for profess1ona and techn1ca1 Johg\dlt is 1nevitab1e that some ':y@"~f:“
--«peop1e w111 Teave’ the sett]ement and obta1n emp]oyment e]sewhere' Thfs o '
is both des1rab1e and b nef1c1a1, sance the 51te of Ak]av1k cannot
accommocate the 1ncreas 1n popu]at1on wh1ch wou1d result w1thout out-'4
\m1grat1on In add1t10n Ak]av1k can never provide a full’ range of

' emp]oyment poss1b111t1es to cater for everyone However,nmanywpeople -
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wish to remain in the settlement and therefore this poiicy a]one is -
insufficient, and for many, sociaiiy undeS1rable As Stuckd (1372)

has suggested : many observers contend that "peopie wou]d rather stay
in sma]i communities where the people know each other, andmhaye a

'“T“ffeeiing of beionging to the settiementtv(p 63) \ |
2. It wou]d seem that planning po]1c1es should favour\the second ) l-"iz-
pianning option, whilst supporting the first, and aiding those who wis%ﬁ
to leaye the sett]ement This poiicy/Wouid aim to reduce ‘the high 331

~levels of une p]oyment the reiiance on we]fare and the seasgnai pat-

-eep Aklav1k as their permanent home, but the necessity for them
to find &é?porary empioymfnt qutside the. community because of the lack ;5

\.of empioyment w1th1n thyrsettlement itseif In addition to introducing
small- sca]e emp]oyment upgrading and 1mprov1ng serv1ces and infra-
structure additionai attempts wouid be. made to reduce the fam ly snze,\ o
and thus the h19h dependency ratio by active‘family pianning programs

.‘In conJunction w1th these policies some measure of out-mi ration wbuid .y,_if:

:ﬂ_ be de51rab]e—/but in response to permanent rather than temporary |

/’. S . .}b‘r, ; [N
. [

hE empioyment opportunities j,f ',: 1:-#' R

,\ i ' -1 . \ R . -

P EMpLoYMENT Possrarerrss wITHIN AKLAVIK i :

ona

The prov151on of permanent empioyment 1n AkiaVIk/ , .
sna]i scale, and rela f'd to both Fae__kiiis of the pre‘ |
and the needs of the sett]ement Sincé the 51te of A_ av7k present‘ o

! population f

' g,many probiems for: expan51on 1arge scaie deveiopments are not feasible

Rev1talization of Trapping, Hunt]ﬂg and Fishing on a Part T1me Basis ;,_.

P M

'\, Co The rev1taiization of’ the trapping, hunting and fishing 1ndustny ;.;i,j.w,ﬁ

.a.. - .
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has neverHEntered into government plans since the establishment of'

Inuvik Not only has the government assumed that people will graduallyn

be drawn into the wage economy as higher education levels are achieved

and traditional resource harvesting becomes relatively less attractive R

finanCially, but it has explicitly and implicitly discouraged trapping 1' |

Since the mid 19505 government authorities have tried to find. alterna- ‘ ﬂ."

tive sources of income for -the native population in ‘the settlements, |

rather. than improv1ng the methods and organization of the trapping

industnx, o e | .]"{_'f" J,;>
‘ These attempts to prov1de alterﬁ%tive employment have been laud-
| able and benefiCial but have led to a reJJction of trapping as a lower o
status and unworthy pursuit It isT Significant that amongst the most 'v,""».
successful trappers are those who are engaged in full time wage employ-. .~:‘
~ Mment, and who' trap part time at weekends or holidays As pOinted out R h
- preViously, these men have both the motivation and the money to purchase
equipment and enJoy trapping as a recreational pursuit These were S
also the men who earned between $2, 000 and $4 500 in the l973 74 year,
ﬁrom traditional resource harvesting alone, exclu51ve of income in-kind
This represents between two and four and one half times the average pgr.i'
_gpitg income of $94l indicated by’Gemini North (l974) for Aklavik ",'“.5
reSidents in 1973 These recreational trappers are- also the ones who
take adVantage of the Game Management SerVice to ship ﬁyrs south

, where they can obtain a higher price for their pelﬁsl~ ‘::,3“; : *‘“ ,v:;,f?f o
_ This is not to suggest that there should be a cofplete "return T L
to the land " but that trapping could be placed on a more sound l,i;.‘_-igflgﬁé

finanCial footing With greater government encouragement Although

trapping muskrats involves conSiderable preparatory wOrk shooting

.
v



muskrat need not compete W1th fu]1 t1me wage employment but may be a
"part -time recreational pursuit, and one which cou]d also prove to be
'remuneratwve“ Part t1me muskrat shoot1ng need not compete W1th seasona]
' emp]oyment in the 011 and gas 1ndustry Since the peak period of emp]oy-
ment in this 1ndustry s February-March,;wh11st‘the time for-shootjng
‘muskrat is May~June )

Var1ous advances are ava11ab1e through the Game® Management Ser- -

 vice for the purchase of new equ1pment and these cou]d be extended and

;more w1de1y advertised. The 1ack of Skl]]S on the part of the Yyounger:

re51dents, and the ]oss@of skills of some of the older res1¢§hts could

: be 1mproved by commun}ty hunts, or thr0ugh retralnlng programs.

' Usher (197]) suggests. that “"The 1nc]us1on of" trapp1ng in the school
curr1cu1um can make 11tt1e headway aga1nst the overwhermlngly metro-
'p011tan vaiues which education and the med1a exp~ess just as sure]y in

the North es anywhere else" (p 69) However there has been a rev1va]

. of 1nterest in trad1t1ona1 va]ues 1n the communwtles, 1nc]ud1ng Ak]av1k ,

“in the last few years. This has 1ed “to a renewed 1nterest 1n trapp1ng,

‘:fﬁhunt1ng and f1sh1ng as sports act1v1t1es and ‘the endwng of the academ1c
.year on May 3lst in 1974 has a1ded th1s trend by a]low1ng ch1]dren 30
:Jo1n the1r Parents in the "bush" dur1ng the muskrat season Moroever,
in 1975 there has been d1scuss1on in the school about 1nc]ud1ng two
'Tweeks out in the. “bush" at the end‘of the 3chool yearvfor children to
aequ1re some of the sk1lls in trapp1ng and hunt1ng muskrats
' H1gher returns from fur trappzng in the. 1ast few years may

::;enceurage the trend back to trad?tgona] resource harvest1ng Pr1ce
i’r1ses between 1972= 73 ranged from 8 per cent to 1]6 per cent for the |

s1x prlme spec1es (Gem1p1 North, ]974) In add1txon adverse soc1a1
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conditions, for example a1cohoI abuse in the settlemeﬁt may be an '
1ncent1ve for peop]e to "get away from it all" in the "bush" for short
periods‘ _ _
Government“incentjves,areénecessary both in the form of greater. :
encouragement to the,Trappers Assoc1at1on and expan51on of their role
in game management In addition prov1s1on of cap1ta1 and equipment.
thrngh loans and encouragement of marketing through the Game Manage-
ment Serv1ce wou]d bring greater returns to trappers

a A 1arge number of peop]e in Ak]av1k depend upon hunting car1bou_‘
for food, and the estab11shment of community freezers has aided tg}

pursu1t The organlzat]on of c0mmun1ty hunts has prOVen S ccessfu s

ble

but there remalns “the. need for @ road to the mounta1n
people to have greater eaSetafaccess to hunt1ng area 'S would a1so.;
fac1Tﬁtate the movement of grave15to\th§ settliement which isﬂgreatly_:

needed for constructJon purposes.

g

LCommercial Fishery — -« . _

.

v,

A sma]] commerc1a1 f1shery mmght be a. v1ab]e prop051t10n in

. Ak]av1k espec1a]ly as the- regponal market expands .One hundred
thousand pounds of domestic f1sh were. caught in the 1973-74 ye 'nyﬁ

' Ak]av1k residents, and 4 QOO pounds of Arct1c char were taken nga
sna]]-tommercia1 operation in the" Husky Channel for sa]e in- Inuvik.

| Wh1tef1sh and inconnu, are- ava1]ab1e locally, and greater quant1t1es
c‘of Arct1c char, trout and wh1tef1sh at a d1stance--at F1sh R1ver and
Sh1ngle Po1nt w1th the 1ncreased use of"sk1 doos"rather than dog-
teams less f1sh 1S°needed for feed1ng dogsi'and efforts could be made

‘to estab]zsh a commerc1a1 f1shery As the tour1st 1ndustry 1ncreases



in the area,: and part1cu1ar1y as ‘the popu]atlon increases . in Inuvik
markets are assured for local produce Concentrat1on on northern -

de11cac1es such as. Arct]c char mlght extend the market further south

\‘,

,.Consumer Coopera%%ve StOre o T .

A consumer cooperat1ve run by local nat1ve residents would seem

to be a. def1n1te p0551b111ty . The experience with the Fur Garment :
.Cooperat1ve has been successfu] and has enabled local res1dents to
operate a sma]] business based on 1oca1 resources and—1t wou]d seem |,
.that a coopemat1ye ‘store would be equal]y viable.’ Th]S should con-
centrate on country food, 1nc1ud1ng carlbou wha]e meat muskrat and
'/ fish, but at the. same time pr?v1de compet1t1qn w1th the Hudson S Bay
Company At present local people sell car1bou,\wha1e meat and f1sh

" to one another, but if it were centra]]y organ1zed thlS cou]dsoperate
| more eff1c1ent1y Slnce the manager of Mackle s store is. approach1ng
'ret1rement age, 1t would- seem an ?dea] t1me for.a new cooperat1ve to
be started Funds are ava11ab]e thr0ugh the Sma]] Bu51ness Loan Fund
‘the Ind1an Economlc Deve]opment Fund the Esk1mo Loan Fund or the
Industr1a] Deve]opment Bank ThlS cooperat1ve wou]d enab]e nat1ve v
people to Jo1n together to take advantage of sh1pp1ng stap]e goods,'

other than meat and f1sh from the South dur1ng the summer season

Th1s -at present, is malnly dBne by temporary wh1te residents, and byA

BN

ca few permanent]y emp]oyed res1dents of Akiavik

Fur Garment Cooperat1ve and Handlcraft Industry

I Modest expans1on in these two successful]y operat1ng 1ndustr1es

in Aklav1k wou]d seem to be poss1ble,‘espec1a11y as 1mpr0ved transu !

‘portat1on w111 progsgly Tead to an 1ncrease in tour1sts and expanSIOn .
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o which.would‘Enable women to work from their own homes.

210

of the 011 and gas 1ndustry rwill bring more temporary workers to the
De]ta region who will most probab]y purchase local fur and handicraft
items. -The prov151on of the new community centre in 1974 offers space .
for a day care centre. which wou]d both provide emp]oyment and re]ease

_ _fema]e ]abour for part1c1pation in fur- garment manufacture and handi-,
.craft work Greater 1ncent1ves shou]d also be .given for piece-work |

4

. Tannerx

P In 1961 B]ack recommended that a tannery be established in the _f t
.Mackenzié De]ta to eliminate costs 1nvo]ved in sending furs out51de the
.region to be tanned and to prov1de empioyment and income for the l
',native popu]ation In 1965- 66 a tannery was estab]ished in Ak]avik
: u51ng the a]um process a sample and 1nexpen510e process 1nvo]v1ng a -

. max1mum use of hand labOur (Bissett, 1967) The progect emp1oyed five

. men, but was abandoned in 1ate 1966 due to lack of interest on the
;part of the emp]oyees 1ack of sﬁ”ce, and the need for an 1mprovedwater'

) supp]y (ibid ). However, with the proposa]s for an 1mproved water

' ~‘supp1y 1t may be worth 1nvestigat1ng the p0551b111ty of reinstating

this proaect Once the new senior c1tizens home 45 constructed space
'w111 be avaiiable on the 51te of the old foiks home which cou]d be

used for a tannery If 1oca1 native workers could be trained this -
might be a successfu] proaect which wou]d also reduce the cost of ship-
}ping fur out to be tanned and back 'to the fur garment cooperative to

be made up.

. Jourism 3 o

" With the construction of two hew hotels an a cafe intAkiaVik |
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in 1974,‘space.is available for a"modest expansion in tourism ThIS"
should concentrate on the activit1es which Aklav1k has to offer, |
1nc1ud1ng hunt1ng and f1sh1ng Successfully operated hunt1ng lodges |
“have been 1ntroduced elsewhere 1n the Mackenz1e Delta, for examp]e at--
.Tuktoyaktuk, and th1s would a]so prov1de another out]et for handicrafts
and fur garments produced in the sett]ement The hotels and cafe will
a]soﬁprov1de much needed employment in the sett]ement .

For any of. these emp]oyment programs to work successfully,‘ ..
reater gap must ex1st between we]fare payments and wages - for employ~
ment, so that there 1§ some 1ncentive to work —~ As Hunt (1974). po1nts ,
out’ :he "eth1c" of work has not rece1ved wide acceptance yet and as '
Sm1th (1971) indicates, we]fare is at present accepted as a ]egitimate

source of 1ncome and is exp]o1ted accord1ng]y |

In add1t1on, act1ve fam11y p1ann1ng programs are essentaa] to S
5-,offset the h1gh fert111ty ]eve]s, and thus the hlgh dependency rat1o: |
and large we]fare expend1tures Moreover, a]coho] educat1on and pro-~r

v1s1on of attract1ve recreat1ona1 a]ternat1ves are v1ta1 to reduce the

high ]eve]s of a]cohoI abuse in the sett]ement E ?‘: %

4

TOWN PLAN MUNICIPAL SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

. As Helnke (]974) 1nd1cates "Ak]av1k is st111 faced with the :
-y

‘or1glna1 prob]ems that Ted to the dec151on to move the centre of gov-ﬁwf'f.y"":’
ernment adm1n1stﬂat10n to/Inuv1k" (p 11) However, many of these o

probIems can be ame11orated by good town pIann1ng and var1ous protec-pﬁn~

4 t1on programs. ’.L : f,;g‘"<_'u _ 4;.‘ 3Zv - ;;' 1 :':f‘:]i :w"" w;.~5'"
. : ‘ . _ T A
There isa great need for a new town plan and Iegal survey W1th

c]ar1f1cat10n of ownershlp,of land w1th1n the §Ett1ement In add’tiqﬂs.,;ffl-'w*'



\_ homes Rep]acement and repa1r of wooden s1dewa1ks is: essent1a1 since at

212
X there needs to be an 1mprovement in the Tayout and upkeep -of the sett]e- |

ment bu11dings Re]ocat1on of housing and serv1ces away From the r1ver :

‘bank, eros1on protection and fTood damage prevention schemes are all.
“'essent1a1 cont1nu1ng requirements There is. st111 the p0551b11ity of
:'f]ood1ng, although at has not occurred 1n the Tast five: years, whlch

has been attrvbuted to d1vers1on of the’ head waters to the Peace River;

, system’(He1nke, 1974 p 11) The a1rstr1p is to be upgraded 1n 1975\" ;.

. and the dock1ng fac111t1es also require 1mproving Addltlonal hous1ng

needs to be bui]t part1cu1ar1y for the y0unger res1dents approachlng

: marr1ageab1e age, but a]so to replace the substandard and overcrowded

A :present they have fa]]en 1nto d1srepa1r and are dangerous - "'e :'Z?P'
_ There is a need for new mun1c1paT government offlces, which were B
jip]anned for 1975 but have been cance]]ed due to ]ack of funds. Recrea- - dfi.

: t1onaT fac111t1es appear to be adeQuate W1th the tonstruct1on of a new i

commun1ty ha]T 1n 1974 and the appo1ntment of a QECreationaT d1rector

to organ1ze commun1ty act1v1t1es. Con i | _: Ly
He1nke does not recommend the use of ut111dors for Ak]av1k dqe

'fto the danger of f]ood damage The cost for protect1on aga1nst flood )

.» damage would be proh1b1t1ve The water supply needs to be upgraded andn;_:;:-ff
;p]ans to use Tower Lake rather than Pump Lake for the summer water fo
;‘supp]y system shou]d be 1mp1emented as’ soon as pOSSTb]e f*‘}fﬁj!=.f‘“L':;.,(,;.

" _ He1nke recommends that sewage hon1ng tanks shOqu be prov1ded -

in a]l households to accept tollet and waste !lSh water, and th t N
| ‘adequate roads and dr1veways shou]d be bU11t to permtt access by the

spump out truck In add1t1on 1nd1scr1m1nate dumpwng of "honey bags“.”‘

\.

V-shou]d 1nvo]ve f1nes.. o



e<[ in the spr1ng, a temporary one shou]d be - created and when the road

o ) 213"
' Garbage. collection needs to be more frequent, partlcularly in

summer, and the successfu] 1974 spring "c1ean -up" program 1nvolving v;; i

'rewards for the most garbage co11ected by ch11dren in the settlement 0

~~shou1d be cont1nued in future years The garbage dump shou]d be c]eaned*h"

' up, and as He1nke suggests, when the road to the dump becomes 1mpassab1et‘

'dr1es the garbage can be removed to the permanent dump. .
| If the road to the mounta1ns 1s comp]eted grave] may be ava11-_g'j/7
‘ab1e more read11y for the 1mprovement of road condit1ons “In add1tlon,‘ i
an 1mproved dra1nage system, with better ma1nta1ned dltches and cul-,'r
B verts, and the dra1n1ng of 1ow—1y1ng areas/wouId reduce the mo1sture
U‘content of the so11, and merove the nature of the ground surface 'ffﬂvf"
'further 1and 1s necessary for expans1on some cons1derat10n should be
ig1ven to the dra1n1ng and subsequent 1nf1111ng of muskeg areas to the
;northwest of the sett]ement o “;;fja' - 1 SR | -,urf
_couMUNiTY Aufoude';tV‘ -
More effect1ve government and 1ndustry'"consu1tat10n" must be S
I'made w1th Ak]av1k re51dents and reswdents of the other: De]ta sett]e-, _—
-.ments part1cu1ar1y w1th respect to 01] and gas developments in the
‘area,. wh1ch may have an effect on the trad1tlona1 resource hzrvest1ng.~,‘a-‘! 4
iiIn the ]ast two years,.1n respOnse to a p]ea for consu]tat1on w1th
ih1oca1 res1dents, there have been a number of groups pay1ng f]eet1ng
:.v1s1ts to commun1t1es and send%ng a p]ethora f h1gh1y techn1ca1

"reportt to the sett]ement counc1ﬂs So much so, 1n fact, as The Drum

'.(February 13 1975) po1nts out that "one begrns to hear the cry

'ra1sed of enough we've . had enough of consu1tat1on'" (p 2) Land



';?od an equal ba51s between government, 0il and gas compan1es and the
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' f\ :
'u3e appl1cat1ons for the bu1ld1ng of artificlal 1slands, or the drill-

ing of new well 51tes are numerous at counc1l meetings during the summer

_months However, little attent1on appears to be paid to Aklavik Hamlet

Council' s suggestlons as’ to delay1ng land use appl1catlons until after

“the whal1ng season, or toothereffects on. the trapp1ng and hunting
‘ :activ1t1es "Consultat1on" appears to them to merely mean. 1nform1ng .
people of pre-ex1st1ng plans” and suggesting ways in. wh1ch they should . »g
3.adapt to them, as ‘Usher has also 1nd1cated for Sachs Harbour residents, A
“on Banks Island (1971) Instead superf1c1al consultat1on must be

--replaced by effect1ve two-way communlcation, and not only inform resl—

dents 1n a stratghtforward manner of possible developments, but also

ift&gé accouﬂt of t_e1r op1n1ons Thws may be followed by "negotiatlon”

' '*tﬂklav1k res1dents themselves

No one answer ex1sts to solve the econom1c and soc1al problems

1n Aklavik and a comblnat1on of several plannlng opt1ons may well be

 the best approach A measure of out-m1grat1on 1n response to permanent
‘=‘employment p0551b111t1es is dea1rable, but at the same t1me employment

must- be madeyava1lable w1th1n the settlement for those who w1sh to..

Y

stay Jhe danger is that both the government and the Aklav1k people

"f.themselves Wit become 1ncreas1ngly complacent, S1nce at the present

tt1me, and in the foreseeabferfuture, temporary employment is read1ly

- ava1lable outside the settlement However, th1s s1tuat10n cannot “

‘b} contlnue 1ndef1n1tely and 1f the commun1ty is ever to become econom1c- vﬂr
“;ally v1able,\def1n1te plans must be 1mplemented now to 1ntroduce new |

" employment W1th1n the settlement 1tself Only then will the undes1r-

ble soc1al and econom1c consequences of h1gh unempldyment and rel1ance i_:
/a . B . . N .

\



. Coas
on we]fare be reduced permanentiy, and not mere]y ame]iorated tempo-

rar11y by the ava11ab111ty of seasonal emp]oxment



9

© BIBLIOGRAPHY

Aklavik Hamlet Coun 115 Minutes of. the Meetings, August, 1971-
March, 1975. ‘ _ Co

Baird, I. "Inuvik, Place of Man." Beaver, Autumn, 1959, pp.'

-4 " Bethune, w.’c. (Ed.). Canada's Western Northland: its hfgfdty;,
- Iésources, population, and ‘administration. Government of

Canada, Department of Mines §& Resources,‘King's Printer, .
Ottawa, 1937, 162 p. - . ‘

- 1967, 501 p

B]aék, W. ‘A. "Fur Trapping in the Mackenzie Delta." Geographical
(Bulletin, vol. 16, 1961, pp. 62-g5. . .. 2eodrap

Boek, W, , and Boek, J. K. A Report of Field Work in Aklavik and . N

) Inuvik, N.W.T. Department of Northern Affairs and Natfonal * - ) -
Resources, Northern Coordination Research*ﬁentre,’unpub]ished; A

' Ottawa, 1960. : S T A

1

Butters, T. H.  (Chairman). Report of the N.y.T. Council Task Force
_ :OQ“HQUSi"Q'j Department:of Informg%ipq,'Yel]oyknife, 1972,748 .p.

L B - RN , -
Canadian’Arctic-Gas.;'A Series on Canadian issues associated with the- = :
L proposed pipeline to transport natural gas from the Northwest -~ =

Arctic of Canada and Alaska, Profiles .- 3. . CanadTan Arctic. -
Gas Pigg]ine;‘ytd., Toronto, 1973-7¢4.. . R

Cantley, J. Survey of Economic Conditiéns among the Eskimos of the e
"Canadian Arctic. Department of'Northern“Affairs,and National. . .
Resources, Ottawa, 1950, 56 p. A

b
-

Cakrotheré; A, W. M. (Chaikman)., Re
., .0n the Developmient .of Governmen
. . Ottawa, 1966, 2 voT. R

ort of the Advisor .Commission .

tint e.N;w.Tf ‘Queen'§ Prjnter, -

Chretien, J. Hon. - Northern Canada in-thei7OFs.‘:Po1i¢y‘Stafeméht' L -
2 presented to the standing committee on Indian Affairs and . .7 .. ’
»  Northern Development, Ottawa,_March‘28;21972,4]1 p. Y .

A" T LT

216



Clairmont, D. H,J. Deviance among_Indians and Eskimos in Aklavik.
Depart mdﬂ%‘of Northern Affairs and National Resources.,
iNorthemg qurd1nat1on Research Centre, 63-9, Ottawa, 1963, 81 p.

Notes”on the drinking behav1our of the Esk1mos and Indians
1n the Aklavik area. Department of Northern Affairs and
National Resources, Northern Coord1nation Research Centre.
-62-4, Ottawa,-1962, 13 p.- ‘ T

Clarke, J. I. Population Geography and’ the Deve]op1ng Countr1es .
' Pergamon Press, Toronto, 1971, 176 p.

vCockney, R.- I, Nuligak. Translated by Maurice Metayer, Peter Martin
‘ Assoc1ates Toronto, 1966, 191 P.. . :

Conway, T D. (Secretary) Petro]eum Industry Comm1ttee on: the Emp]oy-

L)

ment of Northern Residents. .Department of Indian Affa1rs and -
Northern Development, Ca1gary, 1974. . . -

Cooper, P. F. The Mackenzie De]ta Technology Department of Indian

Affairs and Northern Development, Narthern Coordination Research |

Centre, Mackenz1e De]ta Research PrOJect 2, Ottawa; 1967 69 p.

- Economic- Staff Group Reg1ona1 Impact of a Northern Gas P1pe11ne

Environment Social .Committee, Nortfern Pipelines, Task Force on -

Northern 0i1 Development, Reports 73-28-33. - Northern Economic
Deve]opment Branch Ottawa, 1974 7 vols ‘ R

,Errin A.‘M.v New Northern Townsmen in Inuv1k Department of . Indian
~ Affairs_and Northern Develgpment, Northern Science Research
roup, Mackenz1e Delta Research Proaect 5 Ottawa 1968 24 p.

6
Francl.\h . & Assoc1ates Report on a water supply study for -

Ak]av1k Government of the Northwest Terr1tor1es unpubl1shed,.k

eilow n1fe, 1974

Freeman,. M. M.‘R. "Demograph1c Research in the Canad1an North - some

pre11m1nary .observations.” - In: Science and the North. - anseminar r'.

on guidelines for scientific:activities in Northern Canada, - -

o Mont Gabr1e1 Quebec, 1972, pp. 55 -57. Ve

- .. Tl g

Gem1n1 North. Mackenz1e Va]]ey Social Impact Study Report prepared
for Government of the Northwest Terr1tor1es Ye]]owkn1fe,
1973 4 vols., =~ = -,

~ . . . .
5 ) , e

Social and Econom1c JImpact of the - Proposed Arct1c Gas P1pe-:'

’A‘Tdne in Northern Canada; Ye]]owkn1fe, 1974, 7 vols.

Gould . T S ’ and Prothero R M. Space and time d1mens1ons ln‘the -

study of population mob111ty with particular reference to :
-Tropical Africa. ‘Paper presented. at-the symposigm on Interna]
_ ngrat1on, Edmonton, July-August 1972 15 p. 4’ :

217



<t
-y

5Gourdeau, E.. "The native use o

1berta.” Environm

‘g

Government of Canada Census 1931. 194], 1951,_196], 1966 1971

_ Ottawa. . .

. ——— Department of

. Londitions in the N.W.T.,
974,

ellow n1 e,

Natpona] Health
19

3 p.

Government of the Northwest Territor1es

sioner of the N.W.T:

(3

and ‘Welfare. g_port on Health

73, Northern Hea]th Serv1ces,

62, 1962~ 63. Department of. Informat1on, Ye110wknife

D U,

, ment Yel]owknffe, 1966

Gra1nge J. w "Water a

N.M. T, Commun1t Data. Department of Industry and:Develop;
» 1974, vol. 3. _

nd’ sewer fac111t
es Magaz1ne 195

Mun1c1pa] Ut111t1
62-67.

. Greenaway, K. R. (Cha1rman) .Sc1ence an

Gu1de11nes for. Sc
Sponsored by the.
Adv1sory Committe
Mont Gabr1e1 - Que

Hargrave M R. "Chang1
" Eskimos of the Ca

" Changing North.
' McC]el]and & Stew

He1nk s G, W, Re ort on.
of Indian ffairs
Research Gr0up, 7

\\ Hon1gmann,_J., & Hon1gma
\ Centre for Anthro
Lo 1970 .303 P.

o

Esk1mo Townsm

ientific ctivit
'sub-committee o
e on/Northern De
bec, 287 p .

ng settlement pa
nadian: Northwest

-I\ ’.‘

ies 1n permafrost regions "
8, vol, 96 no 10 pp. 29,

‘\

d\the North a2 Seminar on -
1es 1n Northern Canada :972
Science and Technology,

ve]opment,,lsala October, 1972

tterns amongst the Mackenzwe
Arctic."™ In: Canada's

"EdS WS CL wonders, Carleton’ Library No. 55

art Ltd s Toron
Mun1c1 a] Serv1
and Northern De
3-1 Ottawa, 197

nn, I, Arct1c T

to, 1971, pp.. ]87 19é

ces in the N.W. T Department ..
ve]opment North rn. Sc1ence -
4’ ] p ._v' : P o

‘-I

ownsmen Canadia Research

pology, Sa1nt Pa

o .
F BTN

en. Canadlan Re

Sa1nt Pau] Univer

Hunt A D. (GhaIrman)

Socio-Economic and Evnironmental A SR A
pment Government of Canada, J»Y':f,;t:g;

‘Task Force on Nor
Ottawa, June 1974, .

Jacot M. "Aklav1k--where muskra

51ty, Ottawa, 19
Mackenz1e Val]e

thern 01] Deve]o

. December ]954 vo] 38, no. 4 P

u] Un1vers1ty, ot awa, L

/ .

search Centre for Anthropoiogy;:ffft”

~Northern Yukon P1,e11nes--‘ g
spects. A Report. to the. - *

t is k1ng W “g'g a] 011 Rev1ew,

p. 16 21,

"%ﬁxh—-35* S

o

218
f resources in the context of the proposed -

- Mackenzie Gas pipeline." 1In: Environmental Impact Assessment '
of the portion of the Mackenzie Gas PipeTine from Alaska to R

ent Protection Board, Research Reports,
WInn1peg, 1974, vo] 4 pp 293~ 307 ’

Annua] Report of the Commis-,JA. |
1956-57; 1957-58; 77958~ -59; 1959-60; 1961--



: »

-

- . "Land Probiems and Peo

"v” . ..

.
P . . : oo
A i - v .
o

' : ' L ™ |
Jansen C. J. (Ed ). Readdn s_in the Socioio
R Press Toronto,

Jenness, Q. Eskimo Administration II

Arctic Institute of North
America, ec nica Paper, _

ontreai, 1964,\

Kitto, F. H The Northwest Territories
. Interior, Northwest
' 1930, 137 p

1930.. Department of the -
_erritories.an “Yukon Branch Ottawa.

Krowiewski A. N W.T. Statistijcal AbStract 1973; Department of
;o Indian Affairs and_Northern Development, Policy and Planning

- Division, Northern. Poiicy and Program Pianning Branch
Ottawa, 1973, 143 p - _ .

Kuo’ Chun-Yan. A Stud of ! ution in the Mackenzie Deita
& of Northern Canada.  Regional P]anning and Manpower Section,
-Economic Staff Group,‘Northern Economic Deveiopment Branch
7 Ottawa, 1972 36 p.

R

Lee E S. . "A Theory

of Migration U Demographz vo] -3, no. 1, 1966;1.
p 47-57 , *

Lotz, J. R. Inuvik, N W.T.. A Study of- Community pianning problems
in_a new Northern Town. Department of Northern Affairs and

National Resources, Northern cOordination Research Centre. o
unpubiished Ottawa 1962 _ :

Conservationist "> In: -

Productivity and- Conservati ' Northern Circumpoiar lands.
Edmonton Aiberta, 15- 17 Dctober 1969.A B PRI

b. Northern ReaIities

" Lu Chang Mei and’ Mathurin D.. ¢, E

Mackaﬁ J. R, The Mackenzie D

] Makaie, et aT‘ Aklav1k N N T

New Press Toronto, 1970 355 p

o‘uiati n 'ro ections of he i

)

N.W.T. to 1987 .- department of Indian” Affairs and Northern
Development, Policy and Plannin

3 Deveiopment Div151on, 1973 94 p

eita Area N W. T
“Mines and Resources G 0 Branch

Ottawa, 1963 202

1

Memoar, no. 8

| tf'Structure--Summer 1965 Department of
Indian Affairs .and Northern Development,’ Norther

Tta Research Pro;ect 4, Ottawa, 1968 38 p

Piannin‘ Re ort and
ale Ho]ioway AsSoc1ates Limited
-~ 68 p...

u(re

. ,.__.‘\.‘, A
‘ .. ] N : - )

ration. Pergamon
970,.402.p. ) | o

dy

g, Adv1sory Committee on Northern LI

Department of Energy,_;;f”;fi'

n Sc1ence Research

219



. 220
/ ".

vMakaTe, et al. MakaTe Ho]loway

Assoc?ate ‘ ‘ o
~_Manga'lam, J. J. ,Human»Migration. Un1vers1ty of Kentucky Press, :
* 1968, 194 p. _ o,

McEachern,‘G.'D; The AkTavik_Fur Garmenthro»ect‘-
7y "Change. ‘UnpubTished Master' 3 thesls in 30c1a
‘ Un1vers1ty, Montreal, 1967. 172

A- Study of PTanned
1 Work, McGill

'“,n' McGee,,M Hous1;g_Need and Demand'Studies.f'Housing AsSociation;
L Ian1k, 1973 o . , o -

‘.Merr1lT . HL "Notes on AkTavik relocatlon project " Canadian

~ Geogriapher, 1956,.n0. 7, p. 27. N L=

Y . .'Phys1ography of the Mackenz1e DeTta Region and 1ts re]at1on
To r location of Aklavik, N.W.T." Geolo ical Society of - S
‘America Bulletin,- December 1955 vol. 665 no.
Pp.J705-06. . ,-.f -
s 1h1a1nen J. A y and Le gett R.- F ”The New Aklavik--.
‘ ' Sear h for the site. " '(1956? Reprinted 1n The Engineer{_g :
‘ Jounnal, 1960 vol 43 Pp. 52-57. _ o

'r‘MeteoroTogicaﬂ Branch The CT1mate of the Canadian Arctjc,_ bepartment
-~ of Transport Canadlah Hydrograph1cuServ1ce, Ottawa, 1970 7T p

»Pt.

Peterson, w "M1gration-~Soc1aT Aspects " Internat1onal Enc3clo aedia -
of Soc1a1 Sc1eoces, 1968 vof. 10, p 2 6j 00 S -

| - P1mTott D et et at: Arctic ATternatlves ‘A natvona] workshop on‘people, R
_resources,  and the environment north. of: 60° N. May-24-26, 1972,7 _ :
_Canadian Arct1c Resources Comm1ttee, Ottawa5‘1973 391 P N
Prltchard G. B. "Inuv1k Canada S new: Arctic Town " Canadian ?"‘ e
Geographwcal Journal, 1962 voT 64 yp 200-0 9v ‘

ks .“v“New Town in- the Far North n

— Geo ra’h1ca1 Ma azine, "f"»ﬂii-~:k"):'
o vol. 37 no 5 SeptEmber T964 pp e e ‘

57.

Rauenstern, E 6. "The Laws, of‘ 1gration.”, JournaT’of the Rozal
Stat1st1ca1 Socﬁety, voT LVIII part II, 1885, PP ]67 235

o L '"The Laws -of Migratfbn T “Journal’ of the RoyaT Stattstica]
o aSOC]QtZ VOT LII, ]889 PP 241-305 Lot

o~

':Revwsed Statutes of Canada Ind1an Act. oChapter T49 Sect1ons TI 12
. _ ]9.5 ) .‘ : TR

Robertson, R. G' AkTavxk--a roblem and 1ts soTutTOn Address to ijifﬁ-n,
. -26th Annual general meeting of. the Canad1an Geograph1ca1 Society,~ a
: Ottawa Febraury 24th, 1955, ] P : o R

’

o



e T o .2
. ( . i N . . ' \‘ ) o

*

,Robértson,.R.'G.“vMoving‘an‘Arctid’Town--thé,prbb1éms of Aklavik. Speech |
. ., to the Royal Canadian Institute, Convogation Hall, Toronto, ’
/.| March 10, 1956, 17 p. o o
. . N e .- ‘ o
Rowley, G. W. "Settlement and Transportation. in the Canadian North."
~Arctic, wl. 7, no. 4,-1955,rpg.d336-43;g, A
Simenon, E. T., and Heinke, G. W. An Evaludtion of the Municipal
o ServiceS'jn Mackenzie Delta Communites, Ottawa, 1970, 119 p.

‘ S]obodin,'R¢ Band Orgahization of the‘Peel'River Kutchin. Department
of Northern Affairs and .Ndtional Resources, National Museum of

‘o Canada, Bulletin No. 170, Queen's Printer, Ottawa, 1962, 97 p.

. Metis of the Mackenzie District.- Canadian Research Centre °
for Anthropology, Saint Paul University, Ottawa, 1966, 175.p. - -

Smith, D. G. Natives and Outsiders: Pluralism in_the Mackenzie
. ~River Delta, Northwest Territories,~Canada, Unpublished Ph.D.
thesis in anthropoiogy, Harvard University, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, 1971. S B

: . 0ccupati0na1-Pfeferehces of Northern Students. Department *
- Of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Northerm Science
ResearchﬁGroquggttawa;41974,‘23 pP., B . ' -

A

. SRR S : N
_-The Mackenzie Delta--Domestic Economy of the<Native.§gog1es..
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, e
Northern- Coordination Research Centre, Mackenzie Delta Research

.

Project, 3, Ottawa, 1967, 59 p.. -, ,

. “ - o’
Spence, I."-Human,Adaptation in:the Mackenzie Delta. Unpublished
o - M.A. thesis, McGi]].University, Montreal, 1961. oy -
Stevens, W. E. The Northwest Muskrat of the Mackenzie Delta, N.W.T.
1947-48. Wildlife Management Bulletin, Series T, no. 8, L ,
. - Department of Resources and Development, National Parks Branch, _
: Canadian Rildlife Service, Ottawa, 1953, 40.p. - L

StOuffer, S. A, l-’,Initer'\(enihg Opportunitféﬁf' A theory,rélating‘ _
..~ mobility and distance." American 50ci01ogica1‘Review, vd1. 5,
no. 6, 1940, pp. -845-67.. v N o

Stucki, L."R. Canada's 'Unemployable' Northerners: Square pegs. in -
" round holes in.the system to be created for the international
transfer of energy by pipeline from' Northern Canada to the:U.S.:
Pollution Probe, Toronto, 1972, 187°p. - i .

Tavicr B o W . :
Jaylor, G. - -"Arctic Survey III. A Mackenzie Domesday, -1944.". Canadian .=
Journal Economics and Political Science,.y015 I, 1945, A ’
,Rpf]89{33fp_,’ RN o ;




. R T a

9

The Drum. Editorial. Inuvik, february 13th, 1975, -

>Thomp§bﬁ; M. A. The Climate of the Canadian Arctic. :Departmént of S
: - Transport, Meteorological Branch, Toronto, 1967, 32 p. ' ‘ N

Toronto Star Weekly. "Aklavik, capital of Canada's Western Arctic." o
"~ > 19 February, 1927, pp. 24, 31. L ' ' \ o

. . . ~ ) . . ) ] ' 3 t.; h w
Trewartha, G. T. A case for Population Geography." ~Annals Associa- o
- .tion American Geographers, vol: 43, 1953, pp. 71-97. .

Usher, P. Fur Trade Posts of N.W.T., 1870-1970.. Department of Indian® -
B ‘Affairs and Northern Development, Northern Science Research .
Group, Northern Coordination Research Centre, 71-4, Ottawa, - °
1971, 180 p. = - ' - . - ‘.

N w7 . : . ’ -
. The Bankslanders--economy and ecology of a frontier _
- community. Vol. 3, The Community, Department of -Indian Affairs
and Northern Development, Northern Science Research Group,
41-3, Ottawa, 1971, 88 p.~ ' -

Vallee, F~ G. . Kabloona and EEkimo in_the Central Keewatin. Department.
of Northern Affairs and National Resources, Northern Coordination
Research Centre, 62—2, Ottawa, 1962, 218 p. . ' Co :

- Wacko, W. J. (Chairman). Observations and Recommendations Respecting
Alcohol and Drugs in the N.W.T. A report prepared for the
Department of SociaIvDevelqpment, Yellowknife, 1973, 63 p..

Wherrett, G. J.  "Survey of'healfh'conditions'and’médica] and,hospité]ﬂ :

- services in the N.W.T." Canadian Journal .Economics and Political
- -Science, vol. 11,f1945,*pp. 49-60. AP —

Wilson, M. G. Al Poph]ation Gebgraphy,uNeison,~Me1bodﬁﬁe;'1968, 170fp;,1f

Wolforth, J. R. The Evolution and Economy of xhe'Deita'Cdmmunity;' T
~ Department of Indian Affairs and Northern DeveTlopment, ‘

-+ . Northern Coordination Research Centre,Mackenzie Delta Research -
. 'Project, II, Ottawa, 1971, 163 p. Lo o

The Mackenzie Delta--its economic base and development. -
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, A S
Northern Coordination Research: Centre, Mackenzie Delta -Research o
Project, 1, Ottawa, 1966, 85 p. ‘ e :

“Wonders, W. C. (Ed:). The North. Published for the 22nd International .
-~ Geographical Congress, University of Toronto Press, Montreal, S

1972, 151 p. R o

i

. oo . . . . . . . :\. ) - [
Zaslow, M. The Development of the Mackenzie Basin, 1920-40. Unpublished .
o - Ph.D. thesis ip'history, University of Toronto, 1957. : :
 °Ze]insky, W "The hypothesis of the mbbility'tfahsitfﬁn;"' Gedgképhiba?;‘
Review, vol. 61, 1971, pg. 219-49. _'.';/4'”” T



1.

..]D?d you Tive' elsewhere pr1or to mov1ng to Inuv1k? Yes

.’ Where were you born? ..

~ APPENDIX A.

" INTERVIEW WITH PERMANENT MIGRANTS TO INUVIK FROM AKLAVIK a

When did you Tive in-Akiévik?

In what year d1d you move to Inuv1k?

If so, where did you 11ve?

y

5, Sex: Male Female _ . |
6. Ethn1c Or1g1n White fskimo“ . Indian.'  Metis
N Address e T i
8.. Marital Status: Single Married . Common-law__.
o ‘ W1dowedo ’ Separated - Divorced
N . -‘ ’ o Y B "..~ y ) .
© 9. Age’ Age of spouse T
10. Number of children = ° '.vi j o .oSex
S 5 - . Male. Female
Educat1on* Where d1d you go to school’ O Sl
s Grade Completed ° L , N
o, Vocat1ona1/Techn1cal e Lo
_ University .. - e,
'n-On the JOb tra1n1ng ® S
-fz,a‘What is.yqur-pdesent oceupathn:;iPermanent _;:
o | o 'g [ L - ‘ﬁSeasdné]
13. Why d1d you move to Inuv1k7 |

. Emp]oyment/Econom1c Soc1a1/Fam11y/Fr1ends
.Ret1rement _ 'Health™ Training (other than school)

School L Improved serv1ces/fac111t1es
Other (P]ease spec1fyls .

223
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(APPENDIX A continued:»

14, What was your oceupation 1n‘Aklavik? Permanent
i ' S ' Seasonal

15 D1d you- have--a* job arranged before moving to Inuv1k7 Yes . Nb-;_;;“'~~
16.‘ D1d the government or an emp]oyer ass1st you to move: Yes__ .Noi;__‘

17. Do you-ever v1s1t Ak]av1k now? Yes — No

—r—rm—

“”18; If yes hew many v151ts d1d you make to Aklav1k 1ast\<ear? -q\ ‘

19. What were the’ reasons for. these visits? .
-,-Emp]oyment/econom1c Soc1a1/Fam11y/Fr1ends S Health
Tra1n1ng . Improved serv1ces/fac111t1es Hol1day
Other (please’ spec1fy) ) '

\

. 20. How long did you spend in Ak]av1k7 (If severa] v1s1ts were-made .
- to Ak]av1k last year, what was the 1ongest v1s1t? 5

21. " How did you trave] to Aklav1k from Inuv1k? _ RS ": o
22. In which months d1d Yyou v1s1t Aklavik? - . .- - r”

23." Do you- v151t Ak]av1k more in recent years than when you erst _

-~ moved to Inuvik? Consjderably. more - More ~ Same _%__ Less
Cons1derab]y less - ’why? ' o ‘

23, Are any of your faml]y still 11v1ng 1n Ak]avik? Yes | 1/.No __;_f‘

L - /.
- 25. If yes wh1ch re]at1ons 11ve ln Ak]av1k? i

126, Do- you. intend. to remaln in Inuv1k now? Yes fﬁ¢._N0'<, : ,f/ |

27. sIf YES, what attracts you to Inuv1k?

28. rIf NO why do you w15h to 1eave?

29.° Where WOuld you ]1ke to 11ve if not 1n Inuv1k?_:‘

30. Are there any th1ngs in: Ak]av1k whlch you 11ke better than Inuv1k7

'131,'.Compar1ng Inuv1k and Ak]aV1k what do you 11ke and d1511ke about
-each? o , N : AR
: il L1kes 2,;~. | “;‘~;v .DlsljkeS-}~_ i
Alglaw’\k' T e

' Inuvik
N
X

-



R

; INTERVIEw WITH AKLAVIK RESIDENTS
1. Have you ever Ilved in, Inuv1k7 Yes _;__ No i
2 Do you ever v1s1t Inuvik? Yes e Ndi;_;;_
3. LSeiE Ma]e L Fema]e ,
4" AddreSS' ; ‘. ‘ ~_- "f. : ﬂi~‘: L .
5. Ethnlc Or1g1n White Esk1mo ' Indian Met1s
.'6, Marital Status: SlngYe A Married Common Iaw ' widowed
R ‘ Separated , D1vorced
'7,‘»Age: _ Age of Spouse ;_;; fdjcv4i_il L o
8. Number of ch1]dren B : Qna_ff '”;_§gi‘ | LTIt
ST mle T Female
o U Ager o |
9. Where were you born’ C | ' )
If not in-Aklavik, ‘when d]d you move " here7 (Year) :
Did you. Tive e]sewhere prior to mov1ng ‘to Ak]av1k? Yes No
If S0, where d1d you Tive?. i';_au, . From RS " to o

- T10. iEducatiOn: YWhere d1d you go to school? | -
: ~ 'Grade completed ¢ T

o _Vocat1ona1/Techn1ca] B

-University

‘On the Jjob tra1n1ng

. What s YOUP Present oqcupat1on7 Permanent”f' e
o | | Seasonal'u' ;7"'

. :,..1

31, What percentage of your food comes from hu twng and/or trapping? PN
SRR

;13. If you have never 11ved in Inuv1k nor‘yisited jt;-js’theré;anyfffvj3;;rV;

: If answer to Quest1ons 1 and 2 is. NO ask the o]]ow1ng quest1on, and
then Jump “to- questlon 29. . ‘ 4

part1cu]ar reason why;nqt? .

JRER RO L S

CFrom . to



- ‘72';15 ‘When d1d -you. 11ve in Inuvik?

27, In whlch months did you v1s1t Inuv1k7

226

, 'If“answer to. Question 1 s YES, (i e. the: interv1ewee hasv£IVEinn o
.Inuvik), cont1nue with the follow1ng questlons.‘ Lo

- °16. Why did you move to Inuvik? . : oo
Emp]oyment/Economvc Soc1a1/Family/Friends R"tIrement i’_,_”rua”w;
Health'  Training. {Other than- "schaoT) "SchooT -
ImprovEH"serv1ces /facilities Other (Please specify)

17.  Whdt was your occupatwon before mov1ng to Inuvik?
' Permanent ) o Seasonal R -

-

18.  What was your occupat1on in. Inuvik?
- : Permanent . = ' Seasona]

.19:1 D1d you have a JOb arranged before mov1ng to Inuv1k? Yes ,;No' TR

| ——

ﬂ'20.;'D1d thetgovernment or an employer a551st you to move? Yes iNoh'

—

'_21; 'When d1d you, move back to Aklavik?

22. Why d1d you move back to- Aklavik7 : o R -
L ;Emp]oyment/Econom1c Soc1a1/Fami]y/Fr1ends _ RetIrement S
“ % Health - Tra1n1ng'?‘ther than School) Schoo] ' Impro—_a'*_; o

. -servvce_7_acv11t1es —__ Other (P]ease sp__Tf ) e

:If answer to Quest1on 2 YES (1 e the 1nterv1ewee has VISITED
Inuvzk) contmue here g ,

"‘. b

"“if23l How many v151ts d1d you make to Inuvwk 1ast year? ',. ;:;ff | g

.-
T

24, What were' the reasons “for . these v1s1ts? S
: 'Emp]oyment/Econom1c Socwa]/Fam11y/Fr1ends Hea]th
» ‘Tra1n1ng Improved Se Serv1ces/Fac111t1es ' Ho]1day 3 R
- Other (P]ease spec1fy) : S @3ﬁ-j;':~¥f

25. How 10ng did- you spend in Inuvik? (If severa] v1s1ts were mdﬂe o L
Tt Inuv1k 1ast year, what was the longest v1s1t?) L

26 How d1d you- travel to Inuv1k from Ak]avik?

'28.',Do you" v1s1t Inuvrk more 1n recent years than when 1t was flrstfaaﬁf~fi

- 'established? Cons1derably more . More Same o Less
D ans1derab1y Less. Why? i , L ‘ X
29, FOR ALL INTERVIEWEES contwnue here. 1EL“*'355: ;f':"rféf.i'

Z“Are any Of your. chlldrena11v1ngt1n Inuv1k? Yes f'N&*ﬁ.“cxf*
) N

—

_»:30.: If yes how many? »i"' Sons 'f Daughters S

N



e

‘:d345f,Are any of your ch11dren 11v1ng e17ewhere Jn> Canada, or abroad? E

'1437;f;1f YES, what attracts you to Aklav1k?

A‘f-39.h'where wou]d you 11ke to ]1ve 1f not in Ak]av1k?

.38{‘,If NO,. why do you w1sh to 1eave?

“ EmpJoyment/Economic Socia]/Fami]y/Friends " Retirement.
 Health___ Training. TOther thar school) Schoo] ;;;_ImproVEd
, serv1c'—7¥ac111t1es Other..(Please spec1fy) N

»fj32;~~Do any-of: your chnldren find- seasona] employment in Inuvik?

‘Yes No

: 33, If any of your ch11dren 11ve 1n Inuv1k p]ease comp]ete the
Co fo]lowing :

Age .on 1eav1ng Educat1ona1 Grade Occupation
- Aklavik - attained in -in

- Aklavik’ v.,',V_IHUVIk

,Sons?

Daughters S __:f_3'5,] f”'

“Yes.___ No ___ If so, where7 h

35, Approximate]y how many re]at1ves do you have 11v1ng 1n Inuv1k?

36, Do you intend to remaln in Aklav1k now? Yes ’,Not_;_;:'_}ai‘“‘

; a'4d.fwAre there any. th1ngs in- Inuv1k wh1ch you would 11ke to see 1n

© 31, 1If any of your ch11dren live in Inuv1k why d1d they move there? o

"‘Aklav1k??”ﬂ‘e“ Lol _ L ‘*Q;[
: 41."Compar1ng Ak]av1k and Inuv1k what do you }1ke and dlsl1ke about .
o 'each? . s e T o S
c h e L,xkes e T n'ii.sL'i'KE'S'.j
COAavik B =
B LT e 0
S . 'b;;‘ . ‘::".".; ; .
s e e
o ‘3,:',5 . e . S . .
Dislikes o e
e g

o
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' c!m;_”“__ APPENDIX C ;_mm T

LENGTH OF STAY IN INUVIK FOR AKLAVIK RETURN- MIGRANTS R
"WHO LIVED IN INUVIK DURING THE CONSTRUCTION PHASE ,’ 1955 6] &

" Time T_'_ o Number - Pgr,Cent,~

_-Less than one year a E IR ' o ;22.2
. 1~ 2 years . R 312
2= 3fyéars‘ B N X

4 -10 years e T ~ffi3 o155
—‘> 10+ years v 2f e 'Q;;;', S 1330

] . N o ———sannt——
- * .

- TOTAL MIGRANTS s T 00

'TAﬁPENDIX‘D?

INTENTIONS OF AKLAVIK Ap D INUVIK RESIDENTS
o TO° STAY IN THEIR ETTLEMENTS v“

Intent1on of permanent - Intent1on of Ak]av1k~,"
Inuvik m1grants, 1955-61 . }return-m1grants 0 stay’ . N
to stay in_Inuvik f-y:r{:;*"" Aklavik _;p_(?

S fNumber. -VT:: PEP~C nt*“”ffNumber :" »; PerICént ;'.
Cn e . 5 .' 8. 3 N 4_f.f"'---..4‘ﬁ’l4.. E
’-DON‘ffKNow L TR g LA

A 6.7 - 44

“j00

j,;tsoA, = _'190""




o APPENDIX E o
MIGRANTS' LIKES AND DISLIKES OF AKLAVIK AND INUVIK

| . Permanent M1grants to Migrantsr:-\;nuvik

\ A Inuvik ~ During’ the Construc-

. -, tion Phase Who Moved.
Back .to Aklavik

LiKes of Aklavik .~ Number - Per Cent Number : -Per Cent

. Home 0 .0 10 . 11.90
Quieter . R 12 o 1875 0 14 16.67
Friendlier ' 20 . - -31.25 13 - 15.48.
Setting v 1.56 3 .. 3.57.
Wmaller = . R 10 - 15.63° 4 4.76

- Closer Knit : 1 1.56. - 0 0

- Good hunting, trapp1ng, fish 12. ' , 18 75 24 28.57
Site 1 186 0 0
Quaint | B ”‘ 1.56 °0 o
Peaceful o 4 : 6.25 7 -8.33
Family/friends ¥ = 1.56° 4 4.76
No Liquor Store - ] ) 1.56.t -0 0
Particular Job i 0. “ -0 5 5.95

: st]1kes Ak]av1k R Ce //a | L "
Poor Fac111t1es -4 S0 . 0

© Mud L A 0 - 0.

" Dislike: Trapp1ng, etc,f o -0 -0
Nothing to do . = N 1 -~ 50.00
No Ligquor- Store : T 0 -0
Shootings S 0 0 .

" No Doctor 1. 0 ¢
No Jobs - - 5 . 0 0

 Flooding - 1 -0 0 .-

“Too Smal] . | . -0 -0 :

+ Too Much Dr1nk1ng 0 - T 50.00

S * ' ".’. N Co .

. More than one possible -

\ . "

‘ .V\\\. : . '. . =
! o
Sy

229 L
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APPENDIX E (continuéd),- L

Permanent Migrants to. Migrants to :
: . Inuv1k . ...During the Construc~g~, e
L T e , . tion Phase Who Moved
o : . - Back to Aklavik :

Likes Inuvik . - -~ Number - Per Cent Number -~ per Cent’

Plenty. of jobs . . 2 3.17. 0 -0

Better facilities = 15 - 23.81 .4 .50.00

More business 3 . 4,76 (. 0 o

More to do - 4 . 6.35 2 - 25.00

Home . n 17.46 0 .

Fam11y/Friends 4 6.35 8- .0/ I
« Educational Facilities . 3 - 4.76 - 1. 12450"' ;// .

-Recreational Facilities ~ 1 . 1.59 . 0. / T

Municipal Facilities 2 3.17 0 g

Liquor Store . B 0 1.59 1 12,50 -

Job Security . . 16 - 25.40 0 g !

- Where else to go? 1 - 1.59 0. -0

D1s]1kes Inuv1k SR o S

- Too big coloa 10~ "34.48 " 20.: . 41.67

» Inferiqr Roads - T ' 3.45 D o

Too many people - . . - o1 . 3.45 0 00

Too much dr1nk1ng~ - 8 -27.59 12 . 25.00

Unfriendly - N 2 6.900 11. - 22.92

Transience ' | 1 345 0 0 -0

Dirty 3 - 10.34 - 0 -0 '

- Expensive 2 6.90 ] ' 2.08.

Where else to go? : 1 ©.3.45 0 0

Noisy - . T 0 o0 s 2 4.17

Too far frem hunt1ng, etc 0 2 4, ]7‘

td 1]
£
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OCCUPATIONS PRIOR T0 MOVE
* INUVIK PERMANE

Appehurx H

/

“‘Occspat1ona1 Group

AND OCCUPA

NT MIGRANTS (1962 74)

TIONS IN INUVIK or o

o233

, '_Occupation in. Aklavik Permanent Occupa--_

pr1or to mqve .

tion in Inuvik

T e )

“Managérial'

v'Profess1ona]/TechnicaT=_ R

’Clerica]

‘Sales
“Serv1ce/Recreation
Transportatfon

fF1shermen/Hunters, etc;"a

Craftsmen L

"' ‘Labourers .

Farmers/Loggers, etc

" Number :

‘. -

Per/Cent Number-
2.8 .

I

School
“Unemployed -
"~ Senior Clt1zens
. Housew1ves

©TOTAL

-:'sus TOI\\ ‘i.'f'J f,
| N DU

Soww |

Pen%Cent' "

2.8 6 - 6.6
] |
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APPENDIX 1 ‘»" o ﬁ;'e'(*(i_'

MIGRANTS' REASONS FOR MOVING (1952 74y
*Reaédns'fdr Mov1ng . Permanent Inuvik M1grants ‘_Return-Migrants

VA -.:'ﬁgmggg' - I Per Cent' Nymber : Per'tent'”'
81 2 '12.6 :
2.6 . 10} 62 6
W 81 S0 0 e
5.4 . 17 62
16,2 _"f“;bff;  0.
R M
BTN 13 .50'?‘ . L

Construct1on

~Job transfer

More JObS o
: Bus1ness B
" Parents moved for emplo&ment°"“’
More opportun1t1es - ‘,r o
" Schootl . "_,
Re1ndeer Stat1on c]osed

Hea]th | _ ,(>vy' .
" ‘Family/Friends * .| o
~ # Persondl . -

W w Mo iw e 0 B

o 3

| | | APPENDIX 3 , S
REASONS FOR- MOVING BACK T0. AKLAVIK RETURN MIGRANTS, 196274 ,An };"Jé

~

- Reason e '-_”*f s f:"  Number. ff;fﬁ_‘n‘ﬁl' ' Per Cent

“To be with fam11y/fr1ends ’ 9 ‘«"f7'7_f 36
Bu51ness ..vf ”f~;; ; : ﬂ" ;.f“}~1_2i
Personal R T L2
Food easier to obtaln ;: ':];;.7“a§ 5.
Hated Inuv1k R 2
Too expens1ve iV'fi~ o .’; 1
- Too much drwnklng “in: JanIk 3 SRETRCE AR -
- Job: ended e 5 a ? } o 53ﬁ4e;e v : L
IIEDRRRR — LN e

' %'{;9“ 25 lﬂfﬁ,,yj; o . . 1oo;f*




P1enty of JObS

y :
. . ~ APPENDIX K |
j LIKES ABOUT INUVIK (1962-74 Migrants) 6
. :r ) ) = o 8 r—‘ 2 :
N o "-.Permsnent‘lnuvjk Aklavik Return-M1grants
- " 1962-74

Migrants

2 No responses
Better - facilities 13 e
More business 1 .
More to do | 2 o
“Home' ' ” 5 4 )
B Fam11y/Fr1end;%F -3
'f%~Part1cu1ar job secur1ty JS
’ R1ght size of settlement T S
T | o
ey
- F APPENDIX L - Wi w
f%VLIKES_ABOUT AKLAVIK'(1962f74 Migrants)
o e ~ Permanent Inuvik  Aklavik Return-Migrants
| . B ’ M1grants - o :
o Number e Number , ;_Z;;uh
7 Wome R g v 1, ‘3.8
. Quieter - 6 125, g 7.6
(Friendlier g3 . 271.0: 8 30.7
© Setting - .20 a2 1 3.8
o Smaller . 70 4 4 153
~ Good Hunting, ete. T ¥ g9 T ygq 9 . 346
CFamily/ . 4 g3 1 3.8
“Closer Knit ° . T 21 0 0
| Peaceful . | ' T2 4.2° 0 0
. Relaxed 1. 2.1 7 o0 e

1}
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