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There’s an elephant in the room	


you and your students  
will have assumptions 

 



84% Teachers assume 
students understand 
everything they are 
assigned to read 

instructions 

My Case Study 



What Do You Assume About 
Students’ Reading? 

Photo: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_A-ZVCjfWf8 



How Do Students  
Read in the 21st Century? 

Photo: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_A-ZVCjfWf8 



Students Want to Use the Web 

Photo: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_A-ZVCjfWf8 



But How Do Students  
Read Digital Content? 

Photo: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_A-ZVCjfWf8 



Digital and Print Eyetracking 

Source: Jensema (2003). http://www.dcmp.org/caai/nadh134.pdf   



Digital Eyetracking 



Poynter Institute 

Source: Poynter.org http://www.poynter.org/extra/eyetrack2004/viewing.htm#1.3  



Poynter Institute 

Byerly, Greg. (2007). Look in their eyes: Eye tracking, usability, and children. School Library Media Activities 
Monthly, April 2007, 30-32.  (p. 31) 



Poynter Institute 

Source: http://www.nngroup.com/articles/f-shaped-pattern-reading-web-content/ 



Poynter Institute 

Source Poynter.org http://www.poynter.org/extra/eyetrack2004/viewing.htm#1.3:  



Poynter Institute 

Source: http://www.redcmarketing.net 



Print Eyetracking 
Saccades 

Source: http://www.scholarpedia.org/article/Eye_movements#Eye_movements_in_reading 



Source: http://www.scholarpedia.org/article/Eye_movements#Eye_movements_in_reading 

Print Eyetracking 
Skimmers 



Skimmers 

Source: http://eyetracker.com.au/examples/reading/ 



Eye Movement & Scene Perception 

Source: http://www.scholarpedia.org/article/Eye_movements#Eye_movements_in_reading 



Eye Movement & Scene Perception 

Source: http://www.scholarpedia.org/article/Eye_movements#Eye_movements_in_reading 



Eyetracking Research 
!  Golden Tr iangle and “F” Pattern 
!  Saccades 
!  Text  Mat ters on Screen 
!   Text before images 
!   Larger font size first 
!   According to reader expectations 

!  Differences:  Si lent ,Oral ,Visual ,Graphic 
!   Live performance, auditory 

!  Reading is  Procedural  
!   Fixed gaze & peripherally 

!  Star ted in  1908,  Edmund Huey  
!  Attached aluminum pointer to cornea  
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How do students read? 



How do students read? 
They don’t. 



How do students read? 
They perceive. 



How Do Students  
Read in the 21st Century? 

Photo: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_A-ZVCjfWf8 



What Do You Think? 

Photo: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_A-ZVCjfWf8 



Technology	


Creative 

Voice 

Diversity Parents 

Non 
Readers 

Diploma 
Exam 

Classics 
Research 

Shame 

?THEELEPHANT	


i n  t h e  r o o m 	





You are reading research 
in the content areas. 

How then will you teach? 
What is your elephant in the room?  
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