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AbUTRACY

3 ' o
This ctuay 1s conec.rned with Ellcabeth Gaskell!'s

berception ol the etreets of industriali-m on the status
and education of women In chie mid-nineteentn ceinttury, ac
revealed in hev litersture ind corresponlence.

rd

Boetfore proceeding with a study of Mrs. Gask: !1's
views on the status and education of women 1in tiho S
Industrial and industr'a) society, 1t was necessary to
attemp{\an over—view of HEP life and times. Chapterrll
1s concerned with Just such an overview.

In Chapter III the status of. women in the pre-
industrial soclety 1s analysed by examining their roles
and attitudes and the relation of thesermoveducafion and
society in genéral. Mrs. Gaskeli's girlhood in rural
kngland proves to be of consideréble.interest and importance
in the treatment of this theme. .

Chapter IV is concerned with Mrs. Gaskell's per-
ception of the status of women in the new industrial
socilety. Opce again the roles and attitudes of women are
analysed and'these:are‘related to the new educational
practices, which in the final analysis afe interpreted as
a reflection of the valued and effects of industrialism.

Mrs. Gaskell's portrayal of women in the new order was

based on the thirty-three years she lived in, Manchester.

- . iv:
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che wos well recoived In Victorliar middl class saclety and
She made 1L hor Chrlstian duty to concern herseat” widh t;:lﬂ'
Frobléms o the poor werking-class.

Chapter V draws together the argument and najor con-
clusions of Lhis study and attempts to put Mrs. Gaskell and
her views on tne ztatus and education of women Into an his-
torfcal perspective, It is argued that despite her midd)o-
class blases nd Inabllity to make Pecommcndatibns, Ell:ubﬁth
Gaskell's contribution to cducational history is worthy of
attention and th Juestions which she raised Pegardynp the
status and cducation of women are4profound and tim~ly even

today .

[y
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VTR 1

INTRODUCTION

The purposc of this study is to pres ult an analyk:i:{
of the views of Illizcabeth Gaskell concerning the changing
roles and status of women in the early riineteexuﬂ) century
and 1in particu&ar of the relationskﬂy&tﬂ‘these changes to
the new indnstrial soclety and to the altered educational
provisions for women. '

Although there are many studies of Mrs. Gaskell's
life and writings, she has not yet been atudied as one having
significant insights and observations about tthe education of
women. Her documentation of the effects of industrialism is,
in certain quarters at least, -highly respectedl but her view
of the relationship between the two themes of industrialism
- and the education of women has not yet been explored. .This
is not surprising since educatilon isvusualiy a minor theme
in Mrs. Gaskell's writing. However careful examination re—

veals that she has much to say about the formal and informal

education of women, and the relation of these processes to

» -4 -

o

lSee Raymond Williams, Culture and Society 1780 1950,
(Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Pelican Books, 1966).




the forces ot industriallism.
) L
The particular value of Mrs. Gaskell's writin: lies

in the tact that o many of her comments and ob orvations are

based on personal cxplerience. For example, the grand mannetr:
s T 3
and 'lne sensibilities which she depilcts in :ch works as
P

Crantord, My Lady fudlaw, "Mr.,larrisonis, ¢gntessions', and

"Merton Hall" are based on h@rubwn_gi@lﬁ&é&jﬁxporicnces in
Pt N

. . ‘ , AT ey et :

Knutstord, a small town in.fnral Engl@nq. Her vivid jort-

rayals of urban 1ife in England's thriving indust al towns,

N -, ;
which she depicts in Mary Barton, North and South, "Libbie

Marsh's Three Eras", and "Lizzie Ledigh" are scenes which she
¢confronted during her adult 1ife 1n Manchester. Thus Mrs.
Gaskell brings the valuable qualitles of personal experience
and shrewd observation to enhance her descriptions of life

in the old and new orders.

There is in Mrs. Gaskellfs writing and d<:respondence

-a great awareness of the nineteenth century as a time of
\Eransition. Industriaiism was transforming soclety in every
conceivable way, politically, socially, economicélly, and |
even spiritually. Liké many of her generation, Mrs. Gaskell
respondéd to this time of transition byjlooking back to the
pre-industrial society, and 1amenting the passing of the old
values. In his essay, "ThelSpirit of the Ahge" (1831),

J.S. Mill's reflections on the nineteenth ury are charac-

teristic-of Mrs. Gaskell and many others of their generation.

. where he asks is thé authority
which commands .... confidence or



decerves 1ty Nowhere: and here 3
we o see the peculiar inconvenicncec,
Wi a period of moral and coclal
transition.  Av all other periods
Tybthere exiots o large body of received

fodecirine, covering nearly the whole

Pleld of moral relations or man, and

whilch no one thinks of ques tion1x~

backed as 1t 1% by the authority QL

all, or nearly al. perlsons, suppoged .

to poss.ss knowledge enough to qualify

them ror piving an opinlon on the

subject. This static of affairs doos |

not now cxist iq‘the civilized world

Y In this thesis, the pre-industrial Ssocietly will bo
f
referred to as the old ordeﬂ. The term old order connoles
2 rural, agrarian cocloty Whl h was organic and colleuLi—
vistic in nature, where the emphasis was on the inéerelation
and continuity of human activitles, rather than on the
separation into spheres of interest. The words old order
connote a society which stressed social g&od over individual
rights, and natur-l human relationships over relationships
3

forged by the 'cash-nexus'. Tt was.a soclety of clearly
defined ranks and orders.

The new order refers to the 1ndustrialized society of
nineteenth-century England. The term new order connotes a
society which is urban, atomistic, and mechanistic in nature.
Human activity is fragmented into competing Spheres of interest
and human ¢i= v 1s composed, not of different orders living

in harmony, ovut.L of competing classes living in conflict. 1In

the new order the stress is on individual rights, and the

L 3
lJ S. M111, "The Spirit of the Age", 1831, Essays on
Politics and Culture G. Himmelfarb ed., (New Vork Doubleday
and Co., 1962), p. 19




Irtving ropec behrivor hunan !'v‘::‘l,Twn;:hipz‘,‘ o the pr it ot ve,
The torn now coder SHE! i;: Ferth "mages o new politicen: doctal,
weonomle, and spipeituag aesbonses £o 111, 1T o implie: Le
Q'L;:Int,cp;x':ltjun ol former valucs and the ad pilon or now Gl

C(ﬂﬂpl(\m(wlrixlg the actl that Mrgs. Goskell clived g voth
the old and new order. 15 the fact that she Wis Intimately 1o
volved with leuwttinnx i each. In the pre-industrial 50¢ e~
Lies o Knutsrord QLQ{ SLI%ftFOI%j—Ufmnl—Axun1, she received an
education which Wiy t§pjcal of" a glri of per station in 1ifre,
an cducat fon which’madu her a model of eiéhbeenth-century~
womanhood., During her life in Manchester, Mre. Gaskell raised
four daughters} and to their educations she devoted a rreat
deal of careful thought and planning. She was highly sensitive
to tHe educational needs of her daughters! generation. Her
work in edugating her own daughters and in helping establish
educational provisions for factoryvgirls made this fact Jery
clear to her. But she was also sensitive to what was faulty
and ridiculous in the education of the new generation of
women.

Mrs. Gaskell's ideas aboug the effects of industrialism
on the education of women have significant value because,
although she was in many respects %ypical of'the middle class,
she was not an ideologue. Her writings are therefore free of
hyperbo{e andfpartisanship. Throughout hgr life, Mrs. Ga;kell
wés interésted;in individuals ani‘excluding Christianity,

soclal doctrines and collective Social movements held little

interest for her,



N

Poridbiy o i cent vy tnowhion wWestort socicotlel ar

Foved to conlrent and tempt s ut T ong Lo thie Twomans
question' o, Gooskela s oboo [ abcut o he Tmpadct
Caustrialiosm oo v Hives of wome  rat o some very intoer-

estin: pointuo. For examp-io, alth ugh he "wonan gquestion!
was certainly raitoed betore the aineteenth contury, M.

Guckell believed that the transition, to an Induserladiced
. . N f
soclety wreaked particular havoe on sucicty's wo koot sopi—

ments, one of whom was the female porvién of tho. populat ivn.

[n ner opinlon, Iu the new Industrialiced society, women hitd
. , :

¢

ldst the ecxpertise, rospcct,vand authofity which'ihéy'huu
commanded in the old ordcv._ In:this SOCjét&, ceaucation, It
and when 1t occurred,"onlyACQntributed to the‘atrophy ol
women's status. Thus Mrs. Gaskell raises thcjwholé quésﬁion
of status fpr women, what it is comprised of, ana how Jt is

securcd and maintained. Her ideas provide a valuublc'bgck—\

drop from which to view similaf questions téday.’ ' B

- One particular problemvwitﬁ Mrg. Gasvell's anqiy:iﬁ
of industriaiism and its effects on the educatiop of wgmgﬁ'
1s that it tends to lackwa programmatic or prescfip&i&éf?v
dimension. Frequently Mrs. Gaskeli's pérSpeotive mékésfiti

difficult if not impossible to offer any solutions to the
problems that she perceives.
Another further problem  in her ‘analysis of the.

education of women 1s that her experience and knOwléage are

.

not uniform with regards to the different groups of ,womenri in™

the ¢1d and new orders. For example, in the old order she

)



~ t

descerlbes In detall the cducation of o vospcgtublw iadles
Gt the middle order, | ror that J:;; the education she lfri(‘xv, bhoest
having oxpvrioncxd Lt av o young girvl. Detuails reéarding
the education or arjstocpatic ladies are qyite sparse, as
- : _ P

are detalls of the cducatlon of women of the luwer order.
In the new order Mrs. Gaskell gives a more even treatment to &
the theme of odgﬁatioﬁ as it relates to respectable middle
class pirls &ﬁ&:poor itirls.

As has been‘mentioned earlier, Mrs. Gaskell has been
the subject of consi . ~rable analysis, but primarily from -

. =
blographical and literary point of view.. One very tfine

biography is Annette Hopkins' Mrs. Gaskell, ller Life and Worlk,
published in 1952. The .most recent bickraphy of Mrs. Gaskell

is Winifred Gerin's Elizabeth dgskelllgA Biography, which was

published in 1976. Like the others, this most recent - publica-
3

tion explores her iife through her dual roles of wife and

artist. From the literary pdint of view, one of the most., {;
recent publications 1s W.A. Craik's work entitled Elizabeth
” Lilcabetn

Gaskell and the English Provincial Novel (1975), which places

Mrs. Gaskell in a very respectable literary tradition. Also
" in 1975, Mrs. Gaskell's wfiting was tb%&éubject of a doctoral
study: "Between Two Worlds: A Study of’the Heroine in the
Novels of Elizabeth Gaskell". Another well known study of

- Mrs. Gaskell's work, Aina Rubenius' The Woman Question in

Mrs. Gaske_.'s . ' fe and Works, (¥973) examiurs Mrs. Gaskell

and her wr::in., “rom a more sociological p-'- &f view:



y
While ali o these works, partlcularly the books by
,

Hopking and Rubenius, have been helpful in this study, none
of them focus on the theme of education excopt In a passing
manner.  Ior this reason, the primary sources of Mrs. askell's
literature and correspondence are the foundation of thig study.
Secondary sources have been"gded for the purpose of locating

/

/
. . / v . . .
Mrs. Gaskell and her work 4n a larger literary and historical

A / ) .
perspective. An example of this kind of use ol sccondary
2

source material 1s the discussion of LElaine Showalter's typologpy
of women which she pfesents in her book A Literature of Thelir

%‘@ (1977). . .

The thesis will proceed with an outline of Mrsg.

Gaskell's 1life and times in Chapter II. Chapters III and IV
are concerned with Mrs. Gaskell's perception of the old order
and new‘order, and the role and education of women in  each.

\
Chapter V offers.a conclusion.



CHAPTER 11
MRS. GASKELL AND HER WORLD

The keyword for describing English society during
Mrs. Gaskell's 1ifc.ime, 1810-1865, is transition. The
Christian society of rural England, where everyone had hig
recognized place and function, was being replaced by the
liberal, democratic-industrial state, held together by
'self-interest!'. Mrs. Gaskell lived in both of these worlds
and is one of English literature's most artiéulate recoﬁders
of the great social changes which occufred in this age bf'
transition.

For the first thirteen years of her 1life, Elizabeth
Gaskell, nee Stevenson, liygd!in Knutsford, a small town which,
in'the nineteenth centur&, ;%&11 retained a medieval quality.
Elizabeth's mother, Elizabeth Holland Stevenson, died wheh
Elizabeth was only thirteen months 0ld, and her father, William
Stevenson (1772-1829), remarried and continued to live in
LondOns‘so Elizabeth was sent to Knutsford to live with her
mother's sister, Mrs. Hannah Lumb. Excluding the tragic incident
" of her mother's death, Elizabeth's childhood was exceptionally
serene, and the tranquil setting of Knutsford was in her later

life a source of peace and beauty, as well as an Inspiration for

'8



some of’ her ineot writing.
n
Elivabeth's ramily were Uniturians, a sect whose

members were distinguished ror thelir devoutness i relimion
and their belict in education. Thus,‘Elizabeth rcccivéd
rigorous religious training and at the age of thirtecn was
sent to a finc boarding school, Avonbank, situated in
Stratford-upon-aAvon. In her biogfaphy o' Mrs. Gaskell,
Annette Hopkins>contrasts Avonbank school with other typical
~schools of the day:

Indeed, in a period when schools

for girls were distinguished for

their inadequacy (it. has been said

that'Thackeray’s description of

Miss Pinkerton's education establish-

ment in Vanity Fair is no exaggeration).

Avonbank could take jy@t pride in its

liberal course of study and its modern

methods .1
Elizabeth's Unitarian heritage}\géﬁbined with the excellent
educétion she received at Avonbank school, established her
lifelong interest in education which found expression in her
writing, in her carefu]l guiding of her daughters' educations,
and her philanthropic work in Manchester.

w
Elizabeth Gaskell's youth was spent in the world of

the old order. 1In Knutsford the grand old ways of eighteenth-
century England still prevailed. People still subscribed to

"the rule of the church and civil government under the rule of

king ‘and nobility; the social structure of fixed classes, each

lA.B. Hopkins, Elizabeth Gaskell,(London: John Lehmann,
1952), p. 34. . . ' '
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witn 1tus reconiced nights and duties; and the economie
oryranication op village agriculture and town guiids."l Rut.
all this was changing. ‘

The primary cause of the breakdown.of the old Society
was economic. © Industrial innovations dated front the eightccnch
century, but i% was not until the carly nineteenth century B
that the phenomenon o1 Largu—suaie‘production greatly altered
peoples! 1ivesf o agricultural revolution displaccd,many
people who had formerly made their living tilling small plots
of land and industrial development drew these people ofr the
land and relocated them 1in large towns. imprOVements in
communications and travel resulted in the traumatic widening
of'peoples' phyalcal and 1ntellectual horizons. On every
front, the olg values, beliefs, and ways of doing things were
being discarded. Like thousands of others Elizabeth Gaskell
made the great change of mov1ng from a rural Setting, Knutsford,
o an urban, 1ndustrial one, Manchester. The occasion of her
Mmove was her marriage to William Gaskell 1in 1832. As a minister
of the Unitarian church hib work took him to one of the many
large pockets of populatlon which were forming throughout
England _

These large pockeps of pcpulation, of which Manchester
was highly repreéentative were destitute of all the qualities
which made 11ife charming in the old rural 3001ety For the
thirty-three years that Mrs. Gaskell lived in Manchester, she

never ceased{&onging'for the flowers, the Sweet-smelling air,

lWalter E. Houghton, The Victorian Frame of Mind,
(New Haven: vale University Press, 1975y,




and the c&i@'and solitude or

from country N fe to urban life

accomplished in\ her mind and !

country lire.

» .
11
The transition

was never really Successfully

wart, and, like many thousands

of her generation,
feeling disoriented and forever

In 1838, after

the

six year

of two daughters, Mrs.

accelerated social change left hepr
homesick for the old ways.

sﬂ%n Manchester and the happy'arfival

Gaskell wrote to her friends, William

and Mary Rowltt, and expressed her longing to return to the

country:

of ‘her ten-month-old son 1in 1845,

When Mrs. Gaskell began writing,

I was broug
and my lot

on the bord
town, but w
and the’ bur
earthy smel
ycomen in,
and long to
solitudes o
bird wakens

change of the seasons

to some wel
gotten land
woman 1inste
at home and
moreover, I
to fly away
and content
happy scene
before me.

-----------

o

ht up 1n a country town,

is now to live 1in or rather
ers of a great manufacturing
hen.spring days first come
sting leaves and sweet

ls tell me that' 'Somer i

I feel a stirring instinct
be off into the deep grassy
f the country, just like a2
up from 1its content at the
and tends its way
l~-known but till then for-

- But as I happen to be a
ad of a bird, as I have ties
ddtles to perform, and as,
have no wings like a dove
s -¢. Why I must stay at home
myself with recalling the
§ which your books bring up

How I wish my, dear husband and I could

afford to r
this summer
brighq;yu

of the%rich
hinister),
little girl

Mrs.

1

J.A.V. Chapple and A. Pollard,

p.1l4,

amble about the country

» the sun is shining so

But we are not the richest
(my husband is a Unitarian |, e

and, moreover, I have two .

S to watch over. '

after the ?ragic death

her initial intention was "to

a

ed. The Letters of

Gaskell,(Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1966),
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find a frame-work tor her story in some rurnlusccnc " But

as much as she missed country life, it was urbdn lire which
moLivated her creative impulse and resulted - in her Iirat majo

a

work, Mary Barton (1848). 'The staggering social and political

problems in England Rn the 'hupgry forties! are the subject.
of Mrs. Gaskell's rirst novel. It was the fiysb nerl co |
present a largely unprejudiced picture.of certain aspects of
f . .
industfial life, and‘it was joyonsiy received by one raction

of tﬁe literary and intellectual‘society ol the déy. As

Annette Hopkins observes in her biograohy of Mrs. Gaskell,

"It is not going too far to say that Mary Barton made the

social novel reSpectable.”2

"Méry Parcon was Mrs. Gaskell's response to the major
problems and social and politicalcqueséions of her day.
Although she stated in her preface to the novel that she
knew nothing of Political Economy, or the theories of trade, n3

she was able to recognize their effects and those she held up

to severe scrutiny.‘ In Mary Barton, Mrs. Gaskell called

attention to the extreme wretchedness of the working classes,
the bitter class hatreds, and the great potential for VloLence,
all of which existed in Victorlan society More’ 1mportantly,
sne held up for public re- examination the authoritative pro-
nouocements which she believed cruelly sanctlﬁded the misery

of t»susands of workers. In her own gentle, eloquent way,

ibeth Gaskell, Mary Barton, (Harmondsworth,
Middl .se. -zuin Books, 1972) p. 37.

v

(A

- " -5 Elizabet- Gaskell, p. 71.

fe Mc s Barton, p. 38.
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|99]

Mrs. Gaskell callcd to account the materiallstit demi-gods

of the industrial socliety, those intellectuals such as Adam
Smith, Malthus, JdmLS Mill and Bentham, who reduced human
Needs to the laws of the ’invisible hand"', geometric .and
arithmetic progressi?ﬁ s Oor 'less eligibility!,

| Although laissez faire capitalism was the governing
ethos of the nineteenth century, it did not hold unQuestioned
sSupremacy. BalanCing the materialist doctrines of Adam Smith
Mill and Bentham was the Christian humanist tradition,
brilliantly represented by John Ruskin, Thomas Carlyle, Charles
Kingsley, and Tennyson. It was this faction of the English
intelligentsia which hailed Mrs Gaskell after the publication
of her ffrst novel. She became friends with Charles Kingsley,
whom she referred to as her hero, and Thomas Carlyle. John
Ruskin also became z close friend of Mrs. Gaskell. He took‘
considerable interest in her four daughters and even taught

her second eldest daughter, Margaret, to paint, as he had a

very high opinion of the young girl's artistic abilityf

"
RYAN

[N

In 1849 Chariles Dickens wrote to Mrs. Gaskell and, in
the most flattering terms implored her to submit a short

story to his new Journal Household Words. Thus began'her

thirteen—year career of writing for Dickens" Journal, a career |
fraught with periods of mutual satisfaction and mutual’ annoyance.
The first story which she submitted was ”Lizzie Lelgh" (1849),

a tale of Manchester working-class life. In 1850, she Submitted

stories entitled "The Well of Pen Morfa", "phe Heart of John

Middleton", andg the_novelette, The Moorland Cottage. A1l of
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these works, as Well as a story published in The bunddx School
Penny Magazine in 1849; "Hand and Heart”, demonstrate ti.at

Mrs. Gaskell subscribed falthfully to the Victorian idea that
fiction should be IMVing. The themes of the stories
are self-denial for the sake of others, man_learning through
suffering, and the redeeming effects of the love of a high-
minded woman.“ ‘ : | '
Although the writing done 1in this period does hdt appear
to be of much artistic importance; the themes in it indicate
that Mrs. Gaske¢ll was very much in the mainstredm of Victorian
thought and cult . Her tendency to assume the pulpit in
- these short stories suggests thet she was not immune to the
message of eighteenth and nineteenth—century Evangelicalism,
even 1if she_did not subscribe to ite more extreme tenets which
stressed hell and sin ad infinitur.. As 1in all other facets
of her life, Mrs. Gaskell adopted the moderate approach. Her
Evangelicalism was not concerned with theology or doctrine,
© but found expression in charity and philanthropy, which she
stressed in her stories ang practised in her own life. { )
- The good works in which Mrs. Gaskell engaged in
Manchester were “riented towards helping the poor ‘to improve
their lot and survive in the new order. She was always appalled
at the extent to which’ the giving ofr money was replacing the
doing of good deeds, and her own life testified to her belier
in the superiority of*good~works. She taught Sunday school

classes for factory girls, and established sewing schools in

times of great unemployment in Manchester. She also worked to
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reclalm prostitutes and secure passages for poor gsirls to the
New World. All of these efforts stressed action over the
passive gesture of contributing mohey, and suggest a belief
in individual rather than soclal improvement.

Ironically, this Victorian belief in '1mprovement;
was to prove a great boon to the emeréing industrial Society.
'Improvement' wids a concept which was easily allied to the
ethic of work, g?d the belief in the efflcacy of work -
guaranteed the success of the indusgrial revolution in Englaﬁd.

'In The Victorian Frame of Mind, Walter Houghton makes the

following obsérvation reg «\Phe alliance between religion
and capitalism: / N .

. surprising as it may;seem, the
Industrial conception of work included ‘

the idea of a mission. Manufacturers . )
and workers, it was often said, were E
engaged in a vast crusade to subdue

nature for the benefit of man and thus -

to strengthen England and further the

progress of civilization .... many a

businessman with one eye on making a -\\

fortune Sincerely imagined that he

was also serving a great cause. Mrs.
Gaskell, who had studied Manchester,

at first hand and knew many- of its
businessmen, created a mill owner who
boasted~of the personal power "he had
attained but also called manufacturers.
like himself "the great pioneers of.
civilization."1, ' . '

In North and South (1855), Mrs. Gaskell's second great work

on the problems of industrialism, she observes that there

1s something grand énd exciting in the_interests of the Milton
manufactﬁrers, Sut on the whole she rejected the idea of
'progress' which Houghton states was the culminating idea in
the marriage between &vangelical religion and capipg}ism. For
" Y

-~ N @
{ !

lHoughton, The Victorian Frame of Mind, p. 250.

-
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example, the Exhi;ytion of 1851, which was aecldimqq by all
of England as a great tribute to hnglioh brogress aund civilirg-

7

tion, eliciteqd only the following brie comment from Mrs. Gaskell
in her correspondence. In September 1851 she wrote to Anne
Robson, "of course we did the Exhibition I went three times,
and should never care to go again; but then I'm not scientific

nor mechanical". * It appears that these scientifie and

mechanical achievements represented very little to Mre Gaskell,

elther in the real Or symbolic sense. N

-~

Between 1850 ang 1853 Mrs. Gaskell produced several

more- short stories. for Household Words, and, most significantly

a serialized publication of Cranford (1853). This novel, regarded

by most critics as her best work, drew prodigiously on her
childhood memories of Knutsford, and allowed her 4 little re-
spite from the turbulent sea of controversy which g novel 1like

Mary Barton called forth. Not surprisingly, Cranford was highly

admired by those who looked back nostalgically to the tradi-
tional society. John Ruskin wrote a letter of praise to Mrs.

S
Gaskell, to which she replied that many of- the in01dents in

[

Cranford had actually happeneqd:

about Cranford T am so much
pleased you 1ike it. It 1is the
only one of My own books that I
can read again; - but whenever I
am alling or 111, I take Cranford
and - I was going to say, enjoy jt!
“(but that would not be pretty!) /
laugh over it afresh! - And it is
true too, for I have seen the cow
that wore the grey flannel Jacket .
- and I know the cat that swallowed

a

'lJ.A V. Chapple and a. Pollard, ed. The Letters of
Mrs.,Gaskell, p. 159 .




tho Iucﬁ oo 1 oam sé g1ad your
mother g ked it Loo}A’I will tell
her a-bIit more of Cranford that I
did not dare to put in, beciuse T
thoughl people would s(iy it was
ridiculous, and yet, which really
happened in Knutsford!

In 1853 the firm of Chapman and Hall publisheoed Mrs .
Gaskell's second great social or problem novel, Ruth, which
dealt with the problem of the unwed mobher, or, in Victorian
~parlance, the '.allen woman'. In this novel Mrs. Gaskell
repudiated the treatment accorded to such women and she did
this by showing, in a realistic and unmelodramatic way, the
manner in which such mistakes are made. vRuth is a naive,
innocent young éirl who.,, at the age of sixteén lives alone
in a large city with no family to love and care for hcr.'.shé
works as an apprentice needlewoman and the lonely, arduous |
nature of herlllfe make her easy prey for the handsome and
rich Mr. Bellingham. Throughout the'nomgl, Mrs. Gaskell>
emphasized that the sin and the pberson who commits the sin
are entirely separate, and that the illeé&timate child cec
be the source of the young hother's rehabilitation rather
than, as traditionally believed, a mark apd source of further
sin and Sorrow.

As mentioned earlier, Mrs. Gaskell was deeply involved
in various kinds’of rescue work for girls, and her novel, Ruth,

was a 1iterary expression of a problem which had been engaging

her attentlon for years. Buqlshe was not prepared for the P

Ibid., p. 747, | | .
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public reception of her latest‘Work. The nu&ol Was subjected
to muchrabuse r'rom soclety In general as it'gfcatly broke with
the traditilonal treatment of such a theme. Ladies wrote to
Mrs. Gaskell stating that after reading‘éuch a noypl; Lhey
would never !eel pure agatn. It wasbcondemned as an unfit
subjéct for fiction and as belng offensive 1in taste. balancing
these extfemely negative opinions was the abundant pralse of
many of Mrs. Gasl 's friends such as Charlotte Bronte,
Florence Nightingale, Josephine Butler; and Catherine Winkworth.
Bup the mixed reactions to ﬁhe nével“were a source of rgreat
grief to Mrs. Gaskell, and in January of 1853 she wrote a long
letter to Anne Robson in which she recounted her anxieties:

You are mistaken about elther letter
4 O congratulations. Asg yet I have
had hardly any of the former: indeed
I anticipate so much pain from them
that in several instances I have
forbidden bpeople to write, for their
expressions of disapproval, (although
I have known that the feeling ‘would
exist in them,) would be very painfuil
and stinging at the time. "An unfit
< subject for fiction' is the thing to
Say about 1t; I kiew all this before;
but I determined votwithstanding to
Speak my mind out - out 1t; only how
I shrink with more pain that I can
tell you from what people are saying,
though I would do every Jjot of it
over again tomorrow. "Deep regret!’
is what my friends here... feel and
express. In short the only comparison
I can find for myself 1s of St.
Sebastian tied to a tree to be shot at
with arrows; but T knew it before so
it comes upon me as no surprise ....1l

As the above bPassage indicates, Mrs.‘Gaskell was mortified
>
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at being ﬁhounhL(imprqpcr or indelicate. In a 1ott§b Lo |
Miss Fox she wrote "I must be an Improper woman'wibﬁpuL \T
knowing it, I do so manage to shock peoplc.”l

These reactlions to the novel,_ﬁggg, dndlicated the «con-
flicting attitudes that exlsted rég;rding the status of Wuoer)
in Victorian sociefy. The legal and civil rights of womel,
lwere an inheritaﬁce from the eighteenth century, ﬁnd this
traditional viéw of‘womeh’s role was 'endorsed by the mitjority
of the'pOpulation. During the niﬁeteenth century, howcver,
there were many critical apbraisers ofvwomen's lot, and they
began advocating reforms. In that Mrs. Gaskell had the courage
to write a novel 1like Ruth, she belongs with those coulqbeou>
women of the early mid-nineteenth century, Mary Carpenter,
th; Winkworth sisters in Manchester, Josephine Butler in
Liverpool, and Harriet Beecher‘sgswe. H

In the first half of the nineteenth century, an English

-man enjoyed the same rights as a man only as long as she

remained single. gat in a soclety which had no careers open
to women except marriage, to be single was to be a failure.
Woman's 'mission' was to be a wife and motherg and as a wife
her existence as an independent individual was not repognized
in English law. "She could neither own property, nor make a
will, and any goods shé possess<i celonged ... automatically‘
to her husband. If she earned anything-by her own work it was
not” hers to enjoy ;... She could not give evidence ‘against her

[ . O

c .
. R
v
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husband, even In cases of assault upn her person..,.l It was
not until 1839 that a law regarding the Custody of Infants

was passed which empowered a Judge to grant- a woman custody od

her own children. . N

All these laws were reckoned to be in a woman's bhest
interests, which), i£ was thought, were best represenfed by
her husband acting wisely on her behalf. The law of the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries thus reflected the
belief that a woman should be grateful that a man had accepted
responsibility for her. *

A married man, it was argued, bore

a heavy burden; he was forced to
support his wife as long as she
shared his bed and board; he was

in many’cases answerable for her .
actions; he could not ill-use her or
shut her up ... and although her
property was accounted hls, he could
‘not will away her personal jewels;
if he wanted to dispose of them he
must do so in his lifetime.?

<

Although voices of protest regarding the rights of

women were heard as early as 1792, when Mary Wollstonecraft

published A Vindication of the Rights of Women, 1t was not
until 1848 that a true Women's Rights Movement was formed,
and it was formed in America. However, in England the question

of women's rights was hotly debated and many tracts were written,

- the most impressive one being J. S. Mill's The Subjection of

Women (1869).

)

11.8. O!'Malley, Women in Subjection London: Duckwogfh,

1933), p. 23. ‘
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Mrs. Gaskell was very much a product of her time in
that she was deeply concerned with the woman question. But
although her views were more enlightened than those of" the
-average Victorian, she was by no means : feminist. As
mentioned earlier, Mrs. Gaskell was a 'moderate' by tempera-
ment. For instance, she did not rally around such causes as
the Married Woman's Property Act which she was asked to sign
in 1856. She signed it reluctantly stating that she did not
see the point of it.l Although she believed in education ror
women, she drew the linecat opening up to women what she
considered to be more masculine fields of endeavqur such as
medicine. In her correspondence she stated that she
would not trust a mouse to a woman
if a man's judgement was to be had.
Women have no judgement. They've
tact, and sensitiveness and genius,
and hundreds of fine &hd lovely
qualities, but are at best angelic
geese as to matters requiring

serious and long scientific considera-
tion. I'm not a friend to Female

Medical'ﬁdugation.

- What Mrs. Gaskell did speak out against in Ruth was
\,\ . .
the old 'double standard' in sexual ethics. In Ruth, as in

"Liiz}é Leigh" and Mary Barton, Mrs. Gaskell depicts how the

AN

AN - : .
woman was always made to answer for any sexual indiscretion,
. - .

how she wés\brandéd 'fallen' and cast out of soclety, and

N

how the man &as never held to account for his actions. Mrs.

Gaskell also refu§ed to view the illegitimate child as a curse,

roa.v. Chapple and A. Pollard, ed., Letters of Mrs .
GaSkell’ po 379. \ . ° : 7

2

Ibid., p. 419
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but instead saw it as a possible source of thé mother's re-
demption. )

With regards to women's education,AMrS. vaskell's
attiltude was again enlightened without being extreme. She
was a devoted mother who followéé her daughters' development
with deep interest, and planned their educations with a great
deal of effort. But in Mrs. Gaskell's opinion, i&ﬁellectual
schooling was always of secondary 1ﬁportance to that of
training the wi{%sand instilling the correct attitudes. In
1853, in a letter to Biss Fox, she made the following comment
regarding the priorities for the edﬁcation of her third daughter,
Florence: "I don!t know (or care) a straw about 1esspns.”l
In another letter written in 1845 she passed on some adyice
to a friend, Elizabeth Holland, :~;:arding children's education.
She ;imply said,»"Don*t k11l your children with lessons.”2
Again in Marcﬁ”bf 1838, in the Diary which recorded the develop-
ment of her oldest daughter, Marianne, Mrs. Gaskell wrote of
her plan to send thé child io an infant's school, "not to
advance her rapidly in any branch of learning, for William and
I agree in not caring for this; but to perfect her habits of
obedience, to give her an idea of conquering difficulties bx

n3

perseverance.

Ibid., p. 253.
) .
Ibid., p. 825.

G &
_ 3Elizabeth Gaskell, My Diary, The Early Years of
My Daughter Marianne, quoted in Aina Rubenius, The Woman
Question in Mrs. Gaskell's Life and Work, (Uppsala: Kra.s

Reprint, 1973), p. 103. '
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These comments emphasize Mrs. Gaskeéll's belief that

Intellectual knowledge and fine accomplishments wene desirable
. .

only after the child had received suitable training, ror afcer

her own daughters had received such training they pursued very

intense academic ‘and artistic educations. But, as illustrated

by a letter written to Lady Kay-Shuttleworth in 1854, Mrs.

Gaskell never hesitated to state which facet of a girl's
education was most necessary and important. She wrote,

It scems to me so very desirable
to surround an orphan with some-
thing of the love and duties of
a home, to place her as nearly as

_Possible in the relation of a
daughter, and to secure for her
the nearest approach to the
domestic relationships of which
she has been deprived, that I
think I should consider this
education of the affections, and
the domestic duties that arise
out of them, as ‘more ‘han an
equivalent for the accomplish-
ments and languages which she
would learn by the other plan,
and the superior station in
society which .a governess may
assume. ‘

s " The training of the will and instilling of the correct
féminine attitudes were duly accomplished in the four‘Gaskell
daughters and on that foundation their subsequent educations
were lald. They studied languages, ancient aﬁd~modern, music,
mathematics, danding, drawtng, and painting. Indeed? at one

time Mrs. Gaskell feared that her daughters' fine educations

were barriers to their securing husbands, the main goal in life

, lJ.A.V. Chapple and A. Pollard ed., The Letters of
Mrs. Gaskell, p. 268.




for Victorian women. She wrote,
I don't know what I should do if
anycne of them married; and yet
it i3 constantly a wonder to me
that no one ever gives them a
chance. I suspect 1t 1s that
here (in Manchester) the
Unitarian young men are either
good and uncultivated, or else
rich and regardliess of those
higher gqualities, the 'spiritual’
qualities as it were, which those
must appreciate who would think
of my girls.l

The question of educatlon for Victorian women was
closely allied to the guestion of work. Mrs. Gaskel; gavg}
priority to the training dimehsion~of woemen's education be-
cause she believed that women's primary task was to assume
the "natural duties"2 of being a wife and‘mother, and that
these duties had claim over all others. In her own life
she experiehced the conflictingmdemands between her domestic
role and her art, and she consistently gave priority to her
domestic responsibiiities. _In 1850 in a letter to Eiiza
Fox, she observed, "one thing 1s pretty élear, women must
give\Qb living an artist's 1life, if home dutles ére to be
paramount. It is different with men, whose home duties‘are

so small a part of their life. However we are talking of

womeri.”3

Mrs. Gaskell's more progressive attitude regarding

women's work, one which was certainly not held by Victorians

1

1pia., p. 598. °Ibid., p. 117.

31bid., p. 106.
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In general, applied to maiden ladies who had no natural .
duties. In such cases Mrs. Gaskell belileved that they should
find some other duties-to render their lives meaningful.. éhe
reflected on this problem in a letter to Lady Kay-Shuttleworth
in 1850, sayihg, "Everyday T see how women;ldeprived of their
natural duties as wives\and mothers, must look out for other
dhties-if they wish to be at peace.”l Lh keepling with thisgs
thinking Mrs. Gaskell had a deep admiration for Florence |
Nightingale, whom she described as "a saint”2 whereas the
women in opposition to Miss Nightingale and her work she dis-
misscd as "stupid creatures. "3 Mrs. Gaskell'°‘respect for
Miss nghtlngale S work is also indicated by her telling
hargaret, her second eldest daughter who never married, that
- she could prepare for a career in nursing when she reached
thinty.

In 1857 Smith, Elder and Company published Mrs. Gaskell's

The Life of Charlotte Bronté, and once again Elizabeth was the

: center of controversy 1in the literary and intellectual circles
of Victorian England. 1In her work she drew a picture of
Charlotte which was always sympathetic but not uncritical.
Also, by Victorian standards she was exceedingly candid about
such thlngs as Branwell Bronte's flirtation with Mrs. Edmund

v

Robinson, as well as the unhappy experiences of the Brontéd

Ibid., p. 117.
2 . :
Ibid., p. 306.

3Tbid., p. 382.
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chfldren\at the Clergy Daughter's School at Cowan Bridge. all
these things llcited much condemnation from reviewers and the

reading public. Todgv however, The Life of thallotte Bronte

1s regarded as one of the most satisfactory biographies in
English literature and certainly as the best biography of
Charlotte Bronie.

The‘femaining seven years of Mrs. Gaskell's life were
marked By the puplication of works which steered cleaz of con-

troversy and problems. The significant works published be-

tween 1858 and 1865 were foLady Ludlow, A Dark Night’s Work,

Cousin Phillis, Sylvia's Lovers, and Wives and Daughters. The

novel Wives and Daughters 1s regarded as one of Mrs. Gaskell's

crowning achievements although she died before it was completed.
Mrs. Gaskellfs life and achievements epltomize the

character of tpe age in which she lived. Like pther‘writers

in early Victorian soclety, she enjoyed the vantage;point of
remembering the old traditional society and yet fully ex-
perienc;ng the new industrial way of life. This Pnﬁque hds-
torical position of her generation enabled her to reflect upon -~
the transition which was taking place, and to evaluate it in‘
terms of what had gone before. Her own life was a continaal
effort to adapt to the urban way of living,'and her wfitin;\
testifies to the force of impact which the great social questions
of the day had on the consciousness of her generation Victorian
England, liKe Mrs. Gaskell's writing, was characterized by

its earnest attempt to comprehend and handle cociai change,

as well as by its” need to look to the past for tested standards

4
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and some réspite from turbuienceQ To live in an age or

transition meant to experiencéithe uncertainty of the. future
and the loss of the past. As Walter Hough: - Oobserves, the .
Victorians hhad’to live 1in the meantime betlw-en two worlds,
one dead or dying, one struggling but powerles: to be born,

in a age of doubt.”l

This sense oOf liv1ng in two worlds 1s one of the
primary themes of Mrs. Gaskell's fiction In her stories set
in the old order, there 1is a strong air of nostalgia¥comblned
with oblique references to forces of modernlzatlon Wthh are
lurking in the shadows. An example of this 1is the mentlon
of "that horrid cotton trade"2 in Cranford, something which
the Cranford ladies koow nothing about first hand, but which
théy have heard egists in the outside world. . In her stories
of %he new order; or industrialized world, there are'frequent
references to the way 1life used to be or the way life was he-

fore the migration to the city. The most obvious example of

this 1is the novel North and South in which the Hale famlly

leaves the quiet of southern England and migrates to the
northern industrial town of Milton.

" Mrs. Gaskell was the modei Victorian lady and her in-
terests wero thos primarily in women and womanly things. This

is. not to say that she did not enjoy men; indeed, she once

remarked in a letter to Cétherine Winkworth, "I wish I-could

;Houghton, The Victorian Frame of Mind, p. 10.

2Elizabeth Gaskeil,_Cranford,(New York: G.P. Putnam's
Sons ), p. 74. ‘ A
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. help taking to men so much more than to women ... and I wish

I could help men takiné to me .., . nl But throughout her

fiction and correspondence there is g definite delight and

marriage, children, dress, cookery, and bropriety. Mrs.
Gaskell had g Considerable reputation as g 'match—maker’,
as well as being a trainer ofr excellent servants. Hep cor-
reepondence is replete with.comments about qress and other

aspects of fashion. Therefore, when Mrs. Gaskell extended

1s not Surprising that she addressed hereelf, her philan-
thropic work and in her literafure, to the sut - bout which
she knew most - women.

Mrs. Gaskell's €xploration of the displacem: 1

i

women in the neyw order and its effects on their worig LOU.: eg

It relates to the;effeets of industrialization,‘the impact of
materialist-utilitarian doctrine, the influence of Evange-
licalism, the effecps of the Poor Law Reform or 1834, the riss
of Chartism, ang the;beginnings of the suffrage movement,
Although these issues caused Mrs.véaskell to look to the past

with a sense of nostalgié; she still confronted the modern

‘ J.A.V, Chapple and a, Pollard ed., The Letters of
Mrs. Gaskell, p. 808. T =
—=2- vasgell
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comes from g sens

itive and intelligent Interaction with one's

soclety.

b



CHAPTER III
WOMEN IN THE OLD ORDER

Eiizabeth Gaskell was well qualified to comment on
the position of women in the old order. She was born in
London in 1810, but at the early age of .fourteen months ;he
was taken to the rurél‘town of_Knutsford to be raised by
her deceased mother's sister, Mrs. Hannah Lumb. Knutsford
was situated sixkeen miles from_Manchester and remained
unspoiled by industrialism and other forces or mogernizationf
It was sti1ll tucked away in the old world, and it wés in °
Knutsford, dnring her childhood, that Elizabeth Gaskell
experienced the o1ld traditional way of life. Her stories

about small-town life drew heavily on her childhood experiences.

In her fiction, Knutsford was recreated as Dunscombe in "Mr.

¢

Ha¥rison's Confessions”, Hollingford in Wives and Daughters,

and was finally immortalized as Cranford.

It is as a spokesman for the respectable women of the
middle orders that Mrs. Gaskell was best qualifled Aunt
Lumb maintained a fine spacious house on the edge of town and
it was there that Elizabeth grew up and experienced those

pas@imes.which were typical of a young girl of her rank. She

was indulged in pretﬁ?*bonnets and dresses, an interest which
. .

30
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she retained ... her 1life. AL ~umb educated her niece 1in

the niceties of cooking and sewing and the art of running a

house. Elizabeth taught Sunday school at the Unitarian

Church"and during the week attended the usual round of garden
and tea parties. Mrs. Lumb kept her own cow, poultry, ducks,
and geese, and Elizabeth delighted in tending these creatures.
Along with a respectable dose of religious training, Flizabeth
received a fine boarding school education, quite remarkable
for its day. By the time of hef marriage to William Gaskell
in 1832, Elizobeth had evolved into what might be termed

the ideal woman of the old order. She had beauty, good
breeding, a vivacious and sociable disposition, an enlightened
mPnd, and a gentle submissive nature. In many respects, her

heroines of the old order were modelled on her own eXxperiences

“and development.

Life in\KnutstPd exposed Elizabeth to. the other orders
in the old society, but her contact with them was essentlally
that of an observer. Knutsford's Saturday market " to which |
the surrounding farmers brought their produce, afforded
Elizabeth an excellent opportunity to meet and observe the
local farmers and theilr wives. These experiences, plus ‘the
unlimited opportunities for walks in the country, acquainted
her with the charms of country life and the ways of country
people, and enabled her to write knowingly about farm .ife in

such books as Sylvia's Lovers and Cousin Phillis, and in

short storles such as "Lizzie Leigh", "Morton Hall", and
"The Well of Pen Morfa". But in the final analysis, Mrs.

Gaskell's‘descriptions of farm 1life aﬁd farm people are the
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descriptions of an -outsider looking in, buf not truly be-
lOnging; Elizabeth Gaskell was an inhabltant of the small

M&town and for this reason she did not fathom the harsher
realities of farmslife, the loneliness caused by isolation,
the hard times due to crop failures, and the drudge labour.

In many respects, Mrs. Robson in Sylvia s Lovers, and Nest

Gwyn 1in "The Well of Pen Morfa" are transplanted characters
from the middle orders. They are extremely clean and fe~
miniﬁe, evidencing nene of the roughness associated with
hard farm work. The lives of Mrs._Gaskell's women of the

. farming class tend thereﬁ%?%%ﬁ@wbe*somewhat romanticized,

In: her depiction of aristocratic ladies of the old
order, Mrs. Gaskell maintains a sense of distance. Her-
aristdé%eqlc ladies are not drawn with the assured intfmacy
and detail of her female characters of the middle oraers,

In Knutsford, E¥¥zabeth Would have known who the leoal
aristocfats*ﬁere, but there is no record of her having had
any close associations with them. Also, her<membership in
the Unitaqlan church would have made her association with
the aristecracyﬁbﬁ a social level extremely unlikely. Her
knowledge of the aristocracy was thus limited to distant
glimpses. Nevertheless, she possessed both an understandlng

of and sympathy for its place and role in society, and thls

"

is reflected in her fictlon and correspondence. To her
Amerlcan,friend,»Charles Eliot Norton, Mrs. Gaskell wrote

" ’ ' '
in 1858, I don't believe from what I hear of your looks,'that\
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& Republiec agre : with your health do try a litile arlsto-
cracy ... try a VA%JL ijus who are admirers of that el e
institution'",l d

Thus” whereas Mrs. .Gaskell's deplctions of the women
ol the middle orders are hér rorte, her depictions o tlhe
lives of aristocractic women and poor women sﬁffer écruain
limitétions. - But these limitations do not disqualify hep
total view of women's plage and role in the old order, for
it is a view based on an intimate knowledge of the social
structure. Mrs. Gaskell's Sympathy and respect for tho rele
of women 1n the old order was ultimateiy a sympathy and pre-
ference for the society that made such a role possible,-and
thaﬁ soclety she' understood very well. Mrs. Gaskell loved
the way of life in the old soclety for she believed that it
made possible the ekistence of the virtuous woman.

For Mrs. Gaskell respectable women included members
of the aristocracy, country gentry, or middle orders of
society, and their primary function in the old order was g
be good wilves and mothers. Mrs. Gaskell referred to the;e

né

roles as women's "natural duties. .
]

i

For a respectable woménwto be a'good wife, her first
duty, whether she was an aristocrat or of the middle orders,
. was to give the proper wifely obedience,‘respect, and loyalty

to her husband. Many of Mrs. Gaskell's female characters are

lJ.A.V. Chapple and A. Pollard ed., The Lettérs of
Mrs. Gaskell, p. 515, - T
. [

®Ibid., p. 117. | |
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more clever or'morally upr.cht than their husbands, but
their respect por their husbands! authority is presented as
the ultimate tribute to '»ir womanliness.

An uxaﬂple of wit'ely loyalty 1is found in My Lady
Ludlow. Lord Ludlow was not the most prudent man during
his lifetime. He incurred large debts and Mrs. Gaskell even
hints that he had éualities of the wastrel in him; but Lady
Ludlow does her duty and remembers him with proper respect.
Mrs. Gaskell observ. .. that"the late lord had been a sailor,
and had been as ex.iivagant in his habits as most sailors
are ... but whatever he” was, my lady loved him and his
memory with about as fond and proud a love as ever wife gave

husband, I should think ™

In fCrowley Castle" and Wives and Daughters, Mrs.
Gaskell presents two more examples o?‘wifely'obedience and
loyalty. Theresa Crowley remains in her husband's house
and submlits to his will even after he robs her Jjewel box and

abuses her person. Mrs. Hamley in Wives and Dauc' “ers, an

educated and sociable woman, silently endures all the faults

of her husband, Squire Hamley, a man unequal to his wife in

almost every way.

He was imperfectly educated, and
ignorant of many points; but he
was aware of his deficiency and
regretted it in theory. He was
awkward and ungainly in society,
and so kept out of 1t as much as
possible; and he was obstinate,

'Elizabeth Gaskell, My Lady Ludlow  (New York: G.P.
Putnam's Sons), p.s51. =
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violent- tempered, and dictdtorlal
in his own immediate circle.

Mrs. Gaskell belieyed that many respectable women
in the o0ld order ‘had husbands who were immoral; imprudent.,
cruel, or ill-bred; nevertheless their wives owed them
unquestioning obedience and loyalty. Duty, not marital
happiness, was the ultimate criterion by which a wife was
Judged, and Mrs. Gaskell believed that the woﬁen;of—the old
order measure  vell when Judged by this standard. In a
letter to her eldest daughter, Marianne, in 1854, Mrs.
Gaskell express;d the belief that it is unprofltable and
slightly irreverent for a woman to dwell on domestic
unhappiness. "Everybody has their home troubles, but the
best way in general 1s hardly to acknowledge them even to
oneself, much less make them the subject of conversation !
with others, out of the house especially”2

Mrs. Gaskell believed that, depending on her statibn
in life, the respectable woman.in the old order was always
busy with various tasks Firstly, she had domestiq:dutles.
For the aristocratic lady, domestic auties were,of eyﬁore
supervisory nature, as the householq was oftenhverjelerge
and there were many servants to direet and maintain. 1In

My Lédy Ludlow, the eponymous heroine’s duties g0 beyond

the immediate household and extend to the administering of

-

A

lElizabeth Gaskell, Wives and Daughters (New York:
G.P. Putnam's Sons ), p. 51 !

27.A.V. Chapple and A, Pollard ed., The Letters of
Mrs. Gaskell, p. 861.
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the at'fairs ot Hanbury estate: "My lady Wasasnever ‘idle. Jpop
one thing, she had to superintend the agent for the large
.Hanbury estate. T believe it was mortgaged ... but she

waé anxlous to pay off thisd before her death."] Lady Ludlow
also makes "herself at liberty to see her tenants from four

¢ ‘
. . ; 2 . .
to six in the afternoon,"“ and afterwards she invites them
: -~

to a supper in the.servants' hall. S\

The outlying tenants always had a
Supper for them in the servants' ,
hall on Thursday, to whicb,’indeed,

all comers were welcome to sit

down .... They had. as much beer

as they could drink while they were
eating, and, when the food was

cleared away, they had g cup a .
piece of good ale ....3"

BecausE‘Lady Ludlow's hquaﬁ@ is deceased, her do-
mestic duties ére very broad in nature, for upon his death
she éssumed the responsibilities which once he carried. It
is Mrs. Gaskell's observation that Lady Ludlow executes her

New responsibilities with pride. determination, and a good

deal Of ability:

My Lord, her Son. was ambassador at
Some foreign place, and very proud

we all were of his glory and dignity; ..
but I fancy it cost money,- and my

lady would have 1ived upon bread and
water sooner than have called upon

him to help her in paying off the
mortgage 4 L

Another domestic duty of the aristocractic lady was

lE11zabetn Gaskell, My Lady Ludlow, p. 4g.

Ibid., p. 49, 3Ib1d., p. 50.
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Lo arrange Suituable marriages for her children. In Wives
and Daughters, Mrs. Gaskell describes the relief of Lady
Cumnor who Succeeds in finding husbands, for herp two cldest,
daughters ang thus has only one déughter left to settie in
.o marriage.
Lady Cumnor, having married her two
eldest daughters, found her labours
as chaperon to Lady Harriet, the
ryoungest, considerably lightened
by co-operation; and, at length, she
had leisure to be an invalid .
after a long course of dinners, late
hours, and London atmosphere ... she

betook herselr to the comparative
quiet of the Towers

While the aristocratic lady of thg 0ld order had a
definite domestic role to 111, Mrs. Gaskell believed that
She also *played a very important éocial and political role.
In the rural oomﬁunities, it was the local aristocratic
lady who established g School. The school which Lady Cumnor

establishes in Wives and Daughters is an industrial school

"... where girls are taught to sew beaﬁtifully, to be capital
housemaids, and pretty fair Cooks, and above all, té dress
neatly in a kind of Charity uniform devised by the ladiés of
'Cumnor Towers ... curtseys and "please ma'ams" being de
rigueur.”2 The school which Lady Ludlow esﬁablishes is also

a school of industry to teach girls to spin andg knit. 1Ir

lElizabeth Gaskell, Wives ang Daughters, p. 100.
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the girls spin and knit diligently, they are favoured with

Instruction in reading. These schools testified to the

aristocractic lady's benevolence and sense ol soclal res-

ponsibility, but they were also indicative of her political

role. For example, it was she who determined the curriculum -

of the school. The forementioned industrial schools of Lady‘

Cumnor and Lady Ludlow train ybung girls for their station

n life and do not aspire to raise them above 1t.

Lady

Ludlow 1s fully cognizant of the political implications ofr
e

teaching the lower orders to read and write, and like others

of her rank realigzes that such education would be the death

toll of the o0ld order:

education is a bad thing, if

glven indiscriminately. It unfits the
lower orders for their duties to which

they are called by God; of submission

to those placed in authority over them;

o of contentment with the state of life
to which it has pleased God to call
them, and of ordering themselves
lowly and reverently to all their
betters.l : :

The social role of Mrs. Gaskell's aristocratic ladies

also extended to giving aid and advice to those who were in

need of it. One of Lady Ludlpw's charitable acts isfto main-~

tain and educate six young'gentlewomen in her own'ﬂousehold.

In the following passage;'Margaret Dawson explains how she

came to live in Lady Ludlow's house: "And so it fefl out,

<

that when my poor fathe? died, and mother was sorely pressed

to know what to do with her nine children, and looked far

A

'El1zabeth Gaskell, My Lady Ludlow, p. 149.
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and wide for‘signs of willlngness to help, Lady Ludlow sent
her a letter proffering aid and assiAstance.”l This aid and
assistance Lady Ludlow explains as her "duty as a Christian
la‘dy.”2

Mrs. Gaskell believed that 1t was the ladleb among
.the aristocracy who fulfilled the conservative, social—

political function of maintaining standards in society. 1In

Wives and Daughters, Lord Cumnor rides out on his horse and

visits familiarly with all the local people. It is Lady
Cumnor whé makes up for "this weakness of the earl's" with
her "unapproachable dignity",3 and thus preserves the
differences of rank on which the o0ld order was based. Lady
Ludlow also conducts_herself in a manner which commands
respect. Margaret Dawson, one of thé young gentlewomen in
Lady Ludlow's household, reports thgt while living with Lady
Ludlow, "now and then we rode out with her in her coach and -
four. She did not like to g0 out with a pair of horses,
considering this rather beneath her rank ...Jﬂ Lady Ludlow
and Lady Cumnor do not tolerate behavior whickh erodes the
political foundation of society. They 1nsist that differences
in rank be respected and maintained. When Mrs. Gibson, the

doctor's wife in Wives and‘Daughters; goes tO‘Cumnor;Towers

lIbid., p. 10. o °Ibid., p. 11.

El1zabeth Gaskell, Wives and Daughters, p. 4.

uElizabeth Gaskell, My Lady Ludlow, p. 28.
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in a flashy silk gbwn,ntady Cumnor reprimands her for "the

folly of ... dressing above her stétion."l

As the preceding discussion gémonstrates, Mrs. Gaskell
believed that the aristocratic lady lived a full and useful
existence. Her life was permeated with domestic, socilal, and
political concerns, all of which were part of the aristocra-l
tic lady's role. But there was one other aspect of the
aristocratic lady's role, and that was her cultivation of the
habits of refinement and delicacy. That is, the role of the
lady dictaﬁed that she must be certain things as well as do |
things.. .

A refined 1ady in the o014 order always had control
of her feelings. Emotional indulgence was considéred vulgar
and undignified and ungitted to anyéne of rank. Margaret

Dawson in My Lady Ludlow observes, "My lady rarely spoke out

her feelings. For, to Begin wlth, she was of rank: and I
have heard herysay that people of rank do not talk about
their feelings except to fheir equals, and even to them they
conceal them,'excepﬁ upon, rare occasipns.”2 Lady Cumnor in

Wives and Daughters never complains or seeks sympathy when

she is 111. She suffers in stoic silence and mentions her
" pain to no one. Another example of controlled sensibility
‘'is Theresa Crowley in "Crowley Castle". Theresa never in-

forms her father of her cruel suffering at the hands of her

lElizabeth Gaskell, Wives and Daughters, p. 625.

®Elizabeth Gaskell, My Lady Ludlow, p. 45.
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husband, the French Count. Her ari§tocratic pride and sense -
of dignity dictaté that she suffer silqhtly. Mrs. Gaskell
believed that this controlled sensibility which demanded
both courage and strength of'characfer very much enhanced
the dignity of the aristocratic lady.

A refined lady had a delicate const%ngion. Busﬁling
.gdod health was reganrded as unfemin;ne and %heréfore no lady
“would boast of such a thing. Lady Ludlow uses a cane to
create an appearance of delicate Health even though "she has
no real need of it. .As Margaret Péwson observes, Lady Ludlow _
"always walked quickly when she did not bethink herself of

nl

her cane Lady /Cumnor 1s described by Mrs. Gaskell as

having the leisure to Bécome an invalid. ‘ \”‘
Accompanying this belief in the delicacy of a lady's

health was the belief in the delicacy of a lady's appetite.

Lady Ludlow sets a fine table, but sheﬁconsumes only a dish ¢

of milk andusome bread. She serves tea in small china cups

éccompanied by a plate of delicately-cut bread and butter.
Mrs. Gaskell saw the docfriﬂg'of refinement and

delicacy as affecting the most minute areas of a lady's 1life.

In My Lady Ludlow the eponymous heroine even believes that
certain scents are indelicate and should be avoided’'by cul-

- tivated people:

The choilce of odours was what my
lady piqued herself upon, saying
nothing showed birth like a keen
susceptibility of smell ... her
‘opinion on the subject was believed

.




to be that no scent derived from

any animal could ever be of suf-

ficlently pure nature to give

pleasure to_any person of good

family 1

The refined lady of the old order also had pretty
pleasing ways which made her a charming hostess and a de-
lightful companion to her husband. She was able to make
pleasant convérsation about interesting subjects. 1In ""Crowley
Castle!, Mrs. Gaskell describes disapprovingly the wife whose
interests extend no further than the hearth. Bessy Hawtrey
marries Marmaduk Brownlow, an extremely intelligent man who
is keenly interested 1in Parliament and local government. But
Bessy 1s unable to talk'intelligently about such things, and,
™

in Mrs. Gaskell's opinion, Bessy's "sluggish interest in all

e

things beyond her immediate ken 1s a great detriment to her

success as a wife.

Mrs. Gaskell admired very much'the refinement and
Sense'of-delicacy of the aristocratic ladies in the o er.,
To anyocne who knew the difference, mofe common ways we.

annoying and embarrassing. In Wives and Daughters, Molly

Gibson's awareness of the difference is very much Mrs.
Gaskell's awareness. After Molly's stay at Squire Hamley's,
during which time she 1is exposed to Mrs. Hamley's good

.breeding and genteel ways, her few day- visit with the

1b1d., p. 30. | o

. 2Elizabeth Gaskell, "Crowley Castle", Cousin Phillis
(New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons), p. 51.
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Browning sisters provides a startling contrast between

Mrs. Hamley's refinement and the coarser ways of less

august ladies.

Molly, too, felt the change or
atmosphere keenly; and she blamed
herself for so feeling even more
keenly. But she could not help
having a sense or refinement,
which had made her appreciate the
whole manner of belng at the Hall.
By her dear old friends the Miss
Brownings she was petted and
caressed sc much that she became

: ashamed of notlcing the coarser

! and louder tones in which they
Spoke, the provincialism of their
pronunciation, and the absence of
interest in things, and their 1
greediness of details about persons.

Jack of tone or refinement was something which Mrs.

Gaskell could not abide. .

2 ¥In summary, the role of the aristocratic lady in
the old order was one which combined competencg and refine-
ment. The work of the aristocratic lady was more properly
exéressed by the word dutieé, which denoted moral obligations
and social and domestic resﬁansibilities. Accompanying the
iady’s "natural duties" and domestic concerns of running a
large household were the wider social éoncerns of providing
intelleqtual leadership regarding such matters as education,
providing patronage, and generally directing the ordered
running‘ofbthe,qld paternalistic éociety. Her ladyship's

duties were executed-competently and with a sense of charm

lEliZabeth Gaskell, Wives and Daughters, p. 168.

0§
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which the code of refinement made possible. Mrs: Gaskell
belleved that the aristocratic ledies of the old order were
very special. Regretfully, she.was forced to include, "..
you will never meet with a Lady Ludlow in these days.”l

The role of the respectable women of the middle
orders was not so grand as that of the aristocratic ladies.
. Because they did net possese great wealth, their sphere of
influence seldom exgendea beyond the home. Mrs. Gaskell
percelved the role of these ladies of the middle orders as
emphasizing primarily domestic duties and refinement.

The domestic duties inecluded all the niceties of
keeping a house, plus performing many of the tasks which,
>in aristocratic circles,:a servant would have performed.

The young gentlewomen in Lady Ludlow's household darn
stockings, table linehs, and old.lace, as well as prepare.
bottles of physic out of such harmless_ingredients as bread.
Another task of the young gentlewomen ig baking the cakes

" and dishés of the season which grace Lady Ludlow's tables.
Margaret DaweOn providesia complete list of the 'dishes she
learned to pfepare while at Lady Ludlow's:

Then we learnt to make all the cake.
and dishes of the S€ason in the still-
room. We had plum-porridge* and mince-
pies at Christmas, fritters and pancakes
on Shrove Tuesday, fumenty on Mothering

Sunday, violet cakes in Passion Week, "

-

lElizabeth Gaskell, szLaéy Ludlow, p. 9.




Tansy-pudding on Easter Sunday, and
'S0 on through the year 1

Gentlewomen whose fathers had died and 1eft them
only a small competency to live upon directed much of their
time énd energy to practising 'genteel economy.' Mrs.
Gaskell adressed a good deal of attention to such dcecayed
gentlewomen. 'Living on the verge of poVerty,‘these gentle-
women eiicited Mrs. Gaskéll's sympathy and admiration as they
struggled to maintain their respectability. Miés Galindo in.

My Lady Ludlow is such a gentlewoman. ,She is known in the °

village for a great strictness of economy and Tbr her many
ingenious ways of saving money. To save penniles she employs
the most'uﬁdesirable maids. Margaret Dawson, in describing
Miss Galindo's servants and malds, observes. that "... this
servant was invariably chosen‘becausé she had some infirmity
that made hen undesirabie to everyonerelse. I believe Miss
Galindo had hgp lame and blind and hump-backed maids."?
Like Miss Matty in Cranford,ﬂmany of thexrespectable ladies

spent their evenings alone in dark rooms and 1lit candles

only when.callers eame to théir doors. In Wives and Daughters,

the Miss Brownings save money by purchasing two kinds of tea;
one modestly expensive tea to serve to company and one in-

expensive tea to drink while alone.

Because'of thé‘peﬁury of many of the ladies of the

respectable order, some of them went outside the home and \

lIbid., p. 28.

—_——

2Ibid., p. 219.
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found polite employment to augment their incomes. Buf this

was a very dangerous solution, for if 3 lédy did any task
below her dignity and station, she quickly lost her.respect-
ability. 'Miss Galindo, the decéyed gentlewoman in My Lady
Ludlow, 1is very fortunate for éhe 1% chosen by the wealghy
ladies of the‘community to manage the local repository.
}This is a very respectable job. Aé Mrs. Gaskell explains,

It was the custom in those days
for the wealthy ladies of the
community to set on foot a

" repository .... The ostensible
manager . f this repository was
generally a decayed gentlewoman
. She was controlled by a
committee of ladies; and paid
by.them in proportion to the
dmount of goods she sold

.............................

. there was a great variety of
articles, of whose unusual ex-
cellence every one might judge.
‘Such fine sewing, and stitching,

. amggbuttonholing. Such bundles
of soft delicate knitted
stockings L.

Besi&eg_thgse forementioned domestic duties of
maintaining a home?and‘practisihg gentéel economy, the
ladies of ¢  middle orders were éipected-to render.any
possible service ﬁé:the lord or lady of the manor. In

Wives and Daughter§L Lady Cumnor asks the ladies of

Hollingford to look after the school she has started
when her ladyship gdes to London; The ladies o~ Hollihgford

are oni§ too honoured to be of service: "The various un-

pid., p. 130.
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occupled gentlewomen of the town responded to the call

their liege lady,. and gave her thelr service as requizred;
and, along with it, a great deal of whisperec d fussy

admiration, "l In My Lady Ludlow, Miss Galindo is delighted

with the opportunity to be of service to the lady of Hanbury
: éstate. Lady Ludlow ésks Miss Galindo'ﬁo serve as Mr.
Horner's clerk, and Miss Galindo expresses her willingness
to perform this duty in the following hyperbolic fashion:
"If Lady Ludlow ever honours me by asking for my rightAhand,
I'1l cut it off, and-wfap fhe stump up so tidily she shall
never find out it bleeds." —

Because of their_station in society, the respectable
ladies of the middle orders regarded it{as their dﬁty to
- give good advice to the poor and ignorant. In "Mr. Harrison's
Confessiqns", Miss Tomkinson lectures Mrs. Brouncker, the
gardener's wife, on the importance of cleanliness and domestic
economy: "'What is this close smell?’ asked she. 'I'm afraid
you are not cleanly. nCheese! - cheese in this cupboard!
No wonder therevis an unpleasant émell.’ 'Fresh butter, I,
declare! Well now, Mrs. Brouncker .... How can you save,
Kindeed with such extravagance!"3 1p Cranfofd, Miss Deborah

Jenkyns lectures the postman on the impropriety of having

lE11zabetn Gaskell, Wives and Daughters, p. 4.

2Elizabeth Gaskell, My Lady Ludlow, p. 140,

JElizabeth Gaskell, "Mr. Haprison's Confessions"
My Lady Ludlow ;(New York: G P. Putnam S Sons), p. u57.
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« tov many children. While Mrs. Gaskell regarded this deter-

mination by such ladiles to instruct their inferiors as being
somewhat amusing, she realized that it was founded on a real
sense of duty and responsibility.

The cultural pastimes of these respectable ladies

.

included letter writing, gardening, arranginé¢flowcrs,
sketching, attending tea parties, frequenting the mi;liner's
shop, and gossiping, and of aii these activities; the last
was probably most assiduousiy-attended to;-vIn the first
chapter of Cranford, Mrs. Gaskell provides a detailed
account of the activities of these fespectableilaQies.

For keeping the trim gardens full

of choice flowers without a weed

to speck them; for frightening

away little boys who look wistfully
at the sald flowers through the ’
railings; for rushing out at the
geese that occasionally venture

into the gardens if the gates are
left open; for declding all questions
of literature and politics without
troubling ourselves with unnecessary
reasons or arguments; for obtaining
clear and correct knowledge of
everybody's affairs’'dn the parish;
for keeping their neat maid-servants
in admirable order; for kindness
(somewhat dictatorial) to the poor,
and real tender good offices to

each other whenever they are in *
distress, the ladies of Cranford ‘ e
are quite sufficient.l o

As In the case of the aristocratic ladies, the ladies
of the middle orders gave a great deal of attention to matters

of refinement and delicacy. Mrs.‘Gaskell perceived

: 1Elizébeth Gaskell, Cranford, (New York: G.P. Putnam's.
Sons), p. 1. . - ' '
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these lgdies as’ ultlvathb refinement to ans almost comical
degree. (She believed that this was the resﬁgt of their
concern to remain respectable in the face of economic
difilcultles For this reason the refinement of the.
ladles of the middle orders was hyperbolic in nature; As
did the aristocratic ladies, they stressed controlled sensi-

bility, restrained appetite, delicate health; and social

graces.

In her detaileqd attentdon to the lives of widows and
maiden ladies; Mrs. Gaskell explored the widest parameters
Oof the respectap.e lady's role. Singleness in a society
whlch concelved of only one role for women resulted in;
the excessive cultivation of the other qualities or femlninlty
as a kind or over-compensation. This hyperbolic expression
of femininity allowed Mrs. Gaskell to demonstrate the strengths
and weakncsses of the respectable lady's role.

~In Mrs. Gaskell's view, the role of the respec able
ladies of the middle orders was full and satisfylnglﬁyovided
that “the important state of matrimony was achieved. The =@
lady then had "natural duties”‘[domeStic duties, social
du ies and civilized cultural pastimes. All these act1v1t1es
were to be eXecuted with the charm and delicacy which the
l&ﬂy s .refinement dictated In the case of the single lady,
the absence of "natural duties" resulted in her directing
much more energy into other’ areas. “hus it 1is Mrs. Gaskell's

single ladies' who are the supreme needlewomen, as 1is Miss.

~

N .
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Galindo in My Lady Ludlow. Miss Deborah Jenkyns in Crantord

is respected as an authority on propriety and refinement, as
well as for being a writer of fine letters. Miss Galindo and
Miss Jenkyns are also competent businesswomen. Miss Galindo
fulfills her role as Mr. Horner's clerk with zeal and per-
fection, and Miss Jenkyns invests her money with considerable
knowledge and skill.

Mrs. Gaskell believéd that‘the essence of the res-
pectable lady's role was competence tempered by refinement.
Although she delighted in the over-all gompetence with which
they conducted their lives, it was their gentle, refined
Sensibilitieé and tieir fundamental goddness that she loved.
At the conclusion of Cranford, Mrs. Gaskell makes a statement
about Miss\ﬁatty which is the basls of her respect for éll
the ladies of 'the middle orders: "We all love Miss Matty,
and I somehow think we are‘all of us better when she is near .

S

In Mrs. Gaskell's Life of Charlotte Bronté, Mr.

Bronté asks his daughter Charlotte, "What is the best mode
of education for a woman?" and Charlotte replies, "That

"2 The education

which would make her rule her house well.
of respectable women in the o0ld order was directed to this
end. There were minor variations in the kinds of experiences

given to an aristocratic lady and a gentlewoman, but these

variations were more a function of the woman's rank than a 9

ad

1

Ibid., p. 192.

2Eliiabeth Gaskell, The Life of CharlottevBronté,
(Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1975)% p. 9L.
. Y _ _




reflection of any philosophical difference.

In Mrs. Gaskell's fiction there is not a great deal
of detail concerning the aristocratic lady's formal‘education.
Mrs. Gaskell did not frequent aristocratic society, and there-
fore did not pretend to fathom all 1;; views. But through-

out My Lady Ludlow the few details about Lady Ludlow's work

and pleasures lead one to bellieve that she had had rigorous
instruction in reading, writing, and casting accounts. Mrs.
Gaskell states that Lady Ludlow is more "apt to think than
to talk"l, and that she 1is a "pretty good woman of businéss.”2
After Lord Ludlow's death, Lady Lud;ow assumes all the
responsibilities ior the management of Hanbury estate and
manages quite well. ) | / ‘

Another indication that Lady Ludlow had recéived a
sound education is her habit of readiﬁg.ahd rereading

Bacon's Essays: "Bacon's Essays was one of the 'few books

that lay about in my Lady's room: and, if you took it up
and opgned it carelessly, it was sure to fall apart at
his "Essay on Gardens."S3 In her library are 'improving'

books and journals, Mr. Addison's "Spectator", Sturm's

Reflections, Mrs. Chapone's Letters, and Dr. Gregory's Advice

to Young Ladies. Lady Ludlow also appears to be well versed

»

in the old families of England and royal lineage.

The books in Lady Ludlow's library tell a good 'deal

—— Bl

'Elizabeth Gaskell, my Lady Luzlow. p. 174,

x

2
Ibid., p. 174. i, p. 47.
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about one aspect of her education, that part dealing speci-

fically withitwomanhood. Mrs. Chapone's Letters and Dr.

Gregory's Advice to Young Ladiesl were standard works of

a

the eighteenth centu;y for the education of young ladies.
Both books pfeached the doctrine of "delicacy and propriety
for women. Mrs. Chapone, who was a ”blue—stocking”, was a
little more liberal than Dr. Gregory. She asserted the right
of women to acquire knowledge, provided that they did not
make a display of it.‘ Dr. Gregory, on the other hand, was
extremely conservative and counselled women to adapt the
doctrine of delicacy to all aspects of‘womanhood, physical,
intellectual, and moral. It was his warning that men re-
coiled from women who evidenced wide learning and indelicate
ways. Mrs. Gaskell's aristocratic ladies are more represen-
tative‘of Mrs. Chapone's teachings, for they demonstrate
knowledge ana refinément.

The education yhich ybung wdmen of the middle orders
received was modelled on the educational experiences of |
aristocratic ladies. The six gentlewomen who l;vé with

Lady Ludlow are exposed to Mrs. Chapone's Letters and Dr.

Gregory's Advice to Young Lédieéljust as Lady Ludlow was

when she was é‘girl. Lady Ludlow discusses with them what

Iror summary and discussion f these see P.J. Miller,

"The Education of an English Lady, 1770-1820," Diss. University
. pI Alberta 1969, p. 260-269. _ o



1s and what is not delicate, and she instructs them in
their duty as well-reared daughters -~ to have no will in
opposition to their parents'. When the young women marry
they will translate Lady Ludlow's dictum so that it applies
to wives, that is, they will have no will in opposition to
their husbands’.. Lady Ludlow'% young gentlewomen also learn
to sew, cook, and prepare pedicines. They cultivate the
civilized pastimes of lette}\wsfting, arrenging flowers,
makihg conversation, reading,'and going for walks. Lady
Ludlow's company is really a finishing experience for com-
petent housewives and splendid mothers of the respectable \
middle orders. She teaches them the duties of their station
.in 1ife, and strives to make them good representatives of
their order. »

The education of respectable women iﬂ the oid order
was a function of thelr role in society, and it *had two
goals. The first goal was social and domestic competence and
the second goal was refinement. The respectable women’ had
domestic, social, and political roles to fill, and they
filled them with skill and grace.. This combination of skill
and grace, or competence and refinement, was what Mrs.
Gaskell admired in the respectable ladies of the old order.

Obtaining a husband and having "natural auties" was
important for a woman of the lower.orders fof two reasons.
It gave her respectebility, in tha§ marriage bestowed
po}ition and duties upon her, and it removed her from the

tem ting admiration of.men in general. But there was an-

other reason why a husband was so necessary for such a woman,
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and that was an economic reason. WOrking the land and

maintaining the livestock were arduous tasks, and g4 woman
alone was not strong €nough to Prosper at thig kind or work,

In "Morton Hall", mrs. Gaskell describes the struggle or

Ethelinda and I hagg much ado
to make ends meet . If it hag not
been for my Slster's goog manage-
ment we shoulg have been in debt

but she broposed that ye '

have g breakfast and g tea, to 1
which T arreed, you may be sure,

As in the case of the respectable woman, it was the
pPoor woman's duty to pe an obedient, loyal wife, Mrs,
* Gaskell describes sucB'Obedience and loyalty in the Opening

Chapter of "Lizzie Leigh", a story about g boor farming family.
Mr. and mMrs. Leigh "hag been two ang twenty years man and
wife ... berfect uprightness on the one side, and the most

complete confidence ang 1oving Submission on the other

for he was truly the interpreter who stood be' ~en God and

.;"2 This complete confidence ang loving submission

her-

testiry to:Mrsu Leigh's understanding of a wife'sg first-duty.

Elizabeth Gaskell, "Morton Hall", cranforg (New
York: G.p. Putnam's Sons), p. 466, ’ '

2 | |
Elizabeth Gaskell, "Lizzie Leigh", Cranford, p. 206.
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In the old order the women of the lower orders had

much work to do. It was a woman! s duty to qupply all the
provisions for the household. 1n Sylvia's Lovers, Mrs.
Gaskell gives detailed but somewhat romanticized, des-
crivtions of the faprm woman's.work. In the mornings Sylvic
and Mrs. Robson work in the dairy, milking cows and churning
butter. Sylvia helps her mother by "scrubbing the churn
and all the wooden implements of butter making,"l and once
a week she takeg fresH butter and €8gs to the market to

be sold. The afternoons are f1lled with house cleaning,
~washing, bakiné, and curlng meats. The prodigious supply
of food testifies to Mrs. Robson's energy and skill: "The
great rack of clap-bread hung overhead .... Flitches of
bacon and "hands" (shoulders of cured pork) ... abounded;
and for any visitor who could stay, neither c¢ream nor the

e In the evenings

finest wheaten flour was wanting
Sylvia and her mother $it in- front of the fire and spin
and knit.*

tn "The Doom of the Griffiths", Mrs. Gaskell once
again draws attention to the self—sufficiency of the country

farm wife. Nest Pritchard serves a noonday meal to her

father and his guest, and the entire meal is comprised of

f

lElizabeth Gaskell Sylvia's Lovers,(New York:
G.P. Putnam's Sons), p. 4.

Ibid., p. 38.
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farm products which Nest hae prepared, "some ewe-milk
Cheese, very hard and dry, ocat-cake, sl;ps of the dried
kid's-flesh broiledﬂ... delicious butter and fresh buttor-
milk, Qith a liquor .. composed the frugal repast oot

The women of the poorer orders also did outside
work on the farms. In "Cumberland Sheep Shearers," Mrs.
Gaskell describes the women's part ,in the annual sheep
shearing: "The women seized the fleece, and, standing by
the side of a temporary dresser ... they fold it up. This,
again is an’aft, simple as it may seem; and the farmers' "
wives and daughtere are famous for it .... Six comely women
were thus employed ."2 Besides helping with the ileeces
the women are responsible for feeding all the families at
the shearing, a total of seventy people. The amount and
variety of food which Mrs. Gaskell describes testifies to
what she viewed as the high quality of life }h the eld order:
"Rounds of beer, hams, fillets of veal, and legs of mutton
bobbed; indiscriminately with plum puddings, up and down in:
a great boiler ...."3 These descriptions of the abundance

of food combined with the idyllic pictures of farm women at

work, ‘as in Sylvia's Lovers, demonstrate the degree to which

Mrs. Gaskell viewed the farming poor from a middle-class per-

spective. The drudgery and primitiveness of rural farm life

are polltely ignored.

Elizabeth Gaskell, "The Doom of the Griffiths", My
Lady Ludlow, (New York: gG. P Putnam's Sons), p. 255. g

’Elizabeth Gaskell, "Cumberland Sheep Shearers",
Ruth, (New York: G.P. Putnam s Sons), p. 461. ,

31bid., p. 46s.



much economic ones. They are in fact working Pelationships.
For this reason, an unheal&hy woman was viewed by a man

as a liability, This is well 1llustrated 1ip the,story, "The
Well of pPen Morfa", 1n which the village beauty, Nest Gwynn,
1s crippled by a fall at the well. Her intendeq husband,
Edward Williams, breaks off his engagement to Nest by saying
to her mother, "I'vye g deal or cattle, and the farm makes

. heavy wWork, as much as an able, healthy woman can do. "t In
other wérds, one or the criteria for chooslng a wire was
whether or not she could contribute physical labour, ang
while Mrs, Gaskell”Sympathizes with Nest Gwynn when Edward
Williams breaks off the'engagement,'she does not paint him
as being an inordinateiy ¢ruel man but rather as being

. o
realiste. : ) /

to provide for them often hired themselves out as servénbs.
This hiring took pPlace at the annuai fairs. In Sylvia's
Lovers, Mrs. Rbbson begbmes Very angry because Mr. Robson,
after indulging in dring(ghows poor ta;te by letting Sylvia
mix with these serva Jgirls. Mrs. Roﬁson says, "I had
never no opinion o' th! wenches as ']11 set themselves’to be
_hired for servants i' th! fair; they're a bag lot as cannot
find placds fop theirselves - 'bout goin' ang stanrin to
_—_—

1 \
Elizabeth Gaskell, "The Well of Pen Morfa™, Cranford,
p. 252. P

- \
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be stared at Lo folk ... . my Sylvie went and demeaned herse]!

."l In her stories of the poor, this 1s the only exten-

sive comment that Mrs. Gaskell makes on- qervant girls who hir

themselves out to thelr own class. But this)passage suggcsts
i :

that a woman ‘without the protection of a husband or father

was not highly regarded by .her own community.

"Cumberlaﬂdkﬁha#i : . 1s a typical social event. Special
. ' 3

~N-

”f&bm over mountains, and beyond

atmosphere.” P4 b_

wild fells .., Just as their ancestors did."< The annual

“

falr 1in Sylvia‘: Lovers 1s an opportunity to renew old friend-

ships and engage in sSome gossiping Weddings, christ@nihgs
funerals, and weekly church service were g11 occaslons which
brought the country folk together Socializing on a smaller
scale occurred 4n front of the fire at night when a friend
dropped in for. a chat.

The.education of a woman of the lower orders was-
esséntially a training program in the ways of good. domestic

- management. From her mother g young girl learned how to

lElizabéth Gaskell, Sylvis's Lovers, pP.

2Elizabeth Gaskell, "Cumberland Sheep Shearers",
Ruth, p. 464,

N
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cook, sew, spin, knit, wash, and nurse, plus tend the

chickens and manage the dairy. In Sylvia's Lévers, there

exlists a very clear s;nse of Sylivia acting as an appreniice
to ner mother. Mrs. Robson apbraises all of Sylvia's do-
mestic work. She even keeps certain food supplies and
linens locked in a great bureau, and Sylvia has to ask for
permission to open it. |

In Mrs. Gaskell's stories, only a sméll number of
Poor women receive any formal instruction in reading and
wrf%ing. Mrs. Robson 1is vVery determined that Sylvials
cousin, Philip, teach'Sylvia to read and write, but this is
because Mrs. Robson has a great resgpect for education not
common among women of her class, She says to Sylvia, "Be
a good léss. I setAa deal o' store by learning and father
'ud ne&er send thee to school, as has struck by re sore. "l
But Sylvia has no interest in learning; she says that she
would rather be whipped. She claims that she cannot ~see the
use of 1it. Sylvia's attitude is not difficult to understand,
for of what use indeed would reading and writing be to her?

In My Lady Ludlow and Wives and Daughters, the

aristocratic ladies establish charity schools for the daughters
of the lower orders. As mEHfIbned earlier, these schools
trained the young girls in the skills and kﬁbwledge necessary

for their station in 1ife. This included skills in sewing,

TE11zabetn Gaskell, Sylvia's Lovers, p. 9fﬂ
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cooking, spinning, and.neatness, and knowledge of the proper
respect which they were €Xpected to show to their sociaj
betters, This was formal education imposed on the poor
from above, and it is interesting to notekthat Mrs. Gaskell
writes of such charity school education from the standpoint
of the group that provided it, rather than from the stand-
boint of the group that recetved it. Mpg. Gaskell describes
the charity‘school cducation, but she does not imply that '
it played a significant role in the lives or poor women.

Another aspect of a woman's education, which was
conveyed informally.among the lower orders, was the deveiop—
ment.of & womanly sense of bropriety. Despite the value
placged upon good health and strength, Mrs.'Gaskell.believed
that a robust constitution and abilit& to work hard were,
for the lower orders, not at all inimical to female bropriety.
As with respectable women, the womez of the. lower orders
had to possess some sense of propriety ir they hoped to be
treated respectfully by men._ Among,tne country women, |

bropriety found its strongest eXpression in the concept of

modesty .
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he;pe f; she becomes engaged, she bwasts of 1t in a
"loud, laughing, and boistrous"?! manner. Mrs.'Robson says
of Molly, "She is not pretty behaved making such an ado
about men-kind, as if they were two ~headed calves to be

ne Mrs. Robson also observes that Molly's be-
n3

run after.

havior 1is not ”maidenly In Mrs. Robson's opinion, a

well-brought-up girl does not make herself an Object of
curiosity and gossip. She thought that

.- 1t was creditable to a woman to

g0 through 1ife 1n the Shadow of

obscurity-never named except 1in

connection with good housewifery,

husband, or children. Too much

talk;ng about a girl,-even 1in the

way of praise, disturbed Mrs. - | -~
Robson's opinion of her ... 4 . /

x
Nest: Pritohard in "The Doom of the Griffiths" is
another of Mrs Gaskell's characters who lacks a sense of -
maidenly propriety Her behavior is infested with "world-
liness"5 for she "coquetted, and flirted, a:d went to the
extreme lengths of Welsh courtship, till the seniors of the
village shook their heads ...."6 A neiéhbour woman' of the

Pritchards' ‘quotes an old country saying which explalns how -

g¥rls like Nest were regarded by the community: -"Three things

1 2 , ‘
Ibid., p. 123. Ibid., p. 123,
30p s Yy k

Ibid., p. 124, Ibid., p. 129,

°Elizabeth Gaskell, "fhe Dood of the Griffiths",
My Lady Ludlow, p. 253, » :

3

®Ibid., . 253. : }/ﬁ\\;> ' \
- L ‘
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are ~*lke: a fine barn without corn, a Tine cup without
' 0 l
drins, a fine woeman without her reputation.™

Susan Palmer in "Li?:ieALeigh” is representative or

a well-educated girl of the poor. It is her maldenly depcert--

[N

ment and guiet, graceful waye .~vh capture Will Leigh's
heart: "She never SPOKe much; she was generally diligently

at work; but when she moved 1t Was sc nolselessly, and when

Al
[TES

she did speak, it was.in (a) low and sof't ... voice
In "Cumberland Sheep;Shaﬁrers”, Mrs. Gaskell describe. i
courting procédure between a vood country girl and her lover.
Each time that her lover looks her way, the country ,;-ir]
blushes "deeper and. even dceper.”3 This femaié modestijas'
a quality of theupoor wamen which Mré. Gaskell admired very

» .

much.
fAs-in the case of a respectaﬁle womah, a weman of

the lower orders wasveducéted to show deference to the man -

of the house. This was done informally, primaril- by t#f

L

power of exambie. The mother's attitudes and ways here the
example on which the daugﬁter <. 4 her behavior. Thé

woman's husband, like Lady Lud ow's busband, méy_nof have -
been particularly édmirable, bu. 1 was a w fe's ahty to be

e
. Q - . o

el o

1b1a., p. 253..
2511zabet:n"caske11, "LizZte Leigh", Cranford, p. 217.

3Elizabéfh Gaskell, "Cumberland Sheep Shearérsﬁ,
Ruth, p. 463. - o v
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submissive and to love him.

In Sylvia's Lovers, Mrs. Gaskell makes 1t very clear

that 1t 1is Mrs. Robson who 15 the strength of the Robson
family. Mr. Robson, a harpooner on a whaling vesscl turned
farmer, 1s a great dreamer and talker. As Sylvi: S ”Ay!
but mother's words are scarce, and welgh heavy. Feyther's
liker me, and we talk a deal o rubble; but mother's words
are liker to hewn stone. "+ Mr. Robson also indulges in drini,
“and because his self-control is not highly developed, Mrs.
Robson has to lock the liquor in a cablinet and dispense it}
in#*small quantities. Mrs. Robson recogr.z_.s _er husband;s
weaknessés, and even though she is g stronger more highly-
principlead p@qup;’she nEVer'questf?ns his authority. When
he ;S‘Siég%é‘&hdvcénfined to the ho;se, she tolerates his

advicatogqhow she should do her housework. This piques her

LvéYy much; but she submits graciously and even reprimand
Sy1lvid.“for her satirical objections.
o «+ Daniel Robson sat for four
“o ‘l;ve—long&day@, advising and
directing his wife 1in all such
minor matters as the boiling
of potatoes, the making of »
porridge, all the.work on which
she expecially piqued herself,
and on which she would have taken - N
advice - no! not from the most :
Ski'l~d housewife in all the three
_ Rici . But somehow she managed
v to kcep her tongue .quiet. from -

'E11zabetn Gaskell, Sylvia's Lovers, p. 13.

F*o
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telling him ... to mind his own
business .... She even checked
Sylvia when the latter proposed

that his ignorant directions
should be followed 1

‘Susan Péimer in "Lizzie Leigh" is another example
of a woman's respeét for male aufhority. Susan's, father
is given to drunkenness, and although this upsets Susan very
much, she does nét rebuke him. She waits for him to }eturn
from "getting tipsey at some puﬁlic—house"g, and when.he

finally-arrives home she qu? =ly helps him to bed.

In summary, ihe = lucatlon of women of the lowe&%%é
, X D £ il
LN

orders consisted pr. of training in domestic‘l“"gﬁs

Nl N

and in the ways of feminine propriety. This education was
a reflection of the woman's rcdle in soclety and, Mrs. Gaskell

believed, it prepared her to fulfill her role with competence,
. ’ . '
modesty, and virtue.

. Mrs. Gaskell believed that the role and education of

women in the old order made possible the co-existence of

.

-,

two very impqrtant qualities - competence and refinement, -
“I .

as- in the casé& of respectable women, or competence and B p
’ _

-domestic virtue, as in the case of the women of the lowér‘

orders. In the old order, competence was not possible with-

out refinement or virtue and refinement and virtue were not

: NS
P~ 3ible without competence. The qﬁhlities»were directly

re.ated. . <0

&

.
° ~2

2Elizabeth Gaskell, "Lizzie Leigh", Cranford, p. 234.
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Mrs. Gaskell believed that a woman displayed the .

virtue ofjcompetence when she suCcessfully fulfili%d the
duties>inherent in her>role. These 1ncluded domestic
duties, social duties, and, 1in the case of the aristocratic
woman, political duties. This does not mean that Mrs.
Gaskell believed these were‘the only duties that a woman
could Successfully handle. Miss Galindo in My Lady Ludlow
demonstrates that a woman can do a man's WOork when she acts
as Mr. Horner's clerk, as does Miss Phillis 1in "Morton Hall"

when she Supervises the farm labourers, But Mrs. Gaskell's

‘do men's work, it does not follow that they should. 1p My

0n

Lady Ludlow2 Miss Galindo's appointment as Mp. Horner's

clerk makes Mrs. Gaskell's viey very clear. Lady Ludlow,
who 1is agaihst*woﬁen usurping men's work, wishes.to~foil‘
Mr. Horner's plan of having as his clerk g young fdf@‘bpy'

whom he has taught to read. Therefore, she\appointe Misg - -

and to assume duties above their'station, buki what is the
point of either action? 71f farmer's sons becq.g‘clef‘g,
who will farm? Each of the orders in the.old'society and

€ach sex had its owﬁ distinctive role, and therefore its



could experience the dignity which accompanied the virtue
of competence. |

The qualities or refinement and virtue enabled a
woman to fulfill hep role effectively, because they made her

aware of her own Strengths and weaknesses. Mrs. Gaskell

cognized and compensated for in some manner. In her opinion,
the code or refinement and nodesty of the women of the old
Soclety was a woman's best aid in helping her to fulfill ner
role. This code made a virtue of women's dependence on

male generosity and gentleness. It taught a woman not to

. évz-sl ST

‘proclaim her rights, but to appeal to a man's sense of duty
and generosity. Mrs. Gaskell did not believe that thisg
basic difference between the Sexes could be nullifieq by
legislation When she was asked to sign the married woman's
pbroperty bill in 1856, she did 50 with great reluctance. "
husband can coax, wheedle, oeat Oor tyrannize his wife out of
Something and no law whatever will help this that I can see
thoagh I don't see the definite end proposed by these
petitions I'11 sign. "1 The o1ld soclety made possible the
virtue of refinement because it was a society that’ stressed
duties, not rights Mrs. Gaskell believed that refinement
in a woman was a useful as well as g highly admirable quality.

R

-

lJ A.V. Chapple and 4. Pollard ed., The Letters %
:Mrs ,Gaskell, p. 379. } \
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In summary, Mrs. Gaskell admired the old society
because she believed that it made poss1blc the existence of
the virtuous woman, that is, the woman who was competent as
well as refined or modest. However, this admiration for the
old order did not blind her to its limitations. In Cranford,
she conveys the sense of tragedy and incompleteness in the lives
of the women who were educated for Vnatural duties", but who

never had any. [n Sylvia's Lovers, Mrs. Gaskell gives a

vivid depiction of the lot of farm servant girls who had to
hire themselves out to do drudge labour in order to support
themselves., In "Morton Hall", she presents the agony of

Miss Phillis as she struggles to maintain her respectability
in the face of poverty and starvation. Mrs. Gaskell realized
that all these experiences were also part of the o0ld order

but she still looked back fondly to what she believed was a

more gracious past and a more human way of life.

£

P
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CHAPTER IV

WOMEN IN THE NEW ORDER

"After her marriwge to William Gaskell in 1832, ;o
Elizabeth Gaskell. moved from Knutsford to Manchester where
she lived until her death in 1865, Manchester was the pIO—

totype of citles in the new. industrialized society and its

~blemishes, which have been duly recorded by social his-

~toriars, were easily perceiVed. It was a great sprawling

¢ty of brick and iron with soot-laden air and hordes or

transient workers In today s parlance 1t was what we

" would call a 'boom town', and 1t had all the social problems

which that term calls to mind “There were great fluctuations

in the economy, high prices over—crowded living conditions
health and sanitation problems, g high crime rate, and much
pove%ty ‘ Considering her early 1ife 1in Knutsford, a more

radical change in environment could not have been possible

for Elizabeth Gaskell.

2

As the wife of 3 Unitarian minister, Mrs Gaskell was
involved in much community work, and being a lady, she
addressed herself almost exclusively to matters pertaining

*

to her own sex and to children. Her correspongence‘strongly

68 -



wrote about the effects or industrialization on life in the

new order, one or her prime concerns was its effect on the

lives orf women. Mpgs. Gaskell's thirty-three years in

Manchester, combined with her many social acquaintances and

her extensive philanthropic work, rendereqd her wel: qualified
&fo comment on the li;es of women of botn the~working and

middle classes w0 wepe €Xperiencing the effects of the

emerging industria} Soclety. N

and nursed those who were too sick to work.l Mrs. Gaskell
was involved ip the reclaiming of prostitutes, in finding

homes for Orphan children, in Sewing clothing for. poor wcmen,
. A

- ! — . =
3.8V, Chapp1s and A. Pollard ed., The Letteps of
Mrs. Gaskell, pb. 105,

“Ibid., p. 105,
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Mary Barton (1848), and later in North and South (1855),

with an exactness and vividness that made her one of the

foremost industrial novelists of her time.

Mrs. Gaskell's comments on the lives of respectable
women 1n the new order also drew heavily on personal ex-

perience and observation. Of no small importance was the

soclety. In her letters she frequently puzzl
daughters! education, work, and prospects for the
She worried about her daughters living in the rough city
of Manchester,~and once considered moving to Coﬁiston, in
the‘country, where she knew they would be treated with th
respect due to ladie§, She wrote to her friend, Charles

Bosanquet, 1in 1859, expressing this thought:

. once upon a time we thought of
buying land and bullding a house

there as a future home for our

girls, because there is a kind of 1
old-fashioned chivalrous respect

paid to women in all that country,

which we thought would be a pleasant
surrounding for brotherless women... .

'Mps; Gaskell's rich social life gave her ample opportunity

to observe and interact with Rhe respectable women of her
‘ Wy

‘f."

day. William Gaskell's family was quite large and Mrs.
Gaskell maintained close contact with these relativéé all

her life. 4Her letters are full of references to visits by

X

13.A.V. Chapple and A. Pollard ed., The Letters of
Mrs. Gaskell, p. 571.
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relatives or to !riends dropping in for tea. When Mrs.

Gaskell ‘wrote about respectdble women 1in the new order, it
was on these middle class women ai: . middle class situations
that she primarily drew.

{ Although Mrs. Gaskell lived 1n Manchester for thirty-
three years, the grimy city never endeared“itself to her.
She went on many trips to the country and to the continent
to escape from Manchester. She always insisted that life in
that industrial city was injurious to her health. This -
distaste for life in the huge manufacturing centers of th;—x\\\\
new order was shared by other writers of her day Her views
on life in the newsorder ‘which she first expresses in M_gxf
Barton (1848), opened the channels of iriendship and communi-
cation with some cf the most distinguished of her contem-
poraries Ruskin Charles Kingsley, and Thomas Carlyle to

name %a few. While Mrs. Gaskell shared with them the view -
"that the social effects of the new orderuwere primarily
negative, her special contribution to an analysis of the social
conditions of her ‘day was her genuine, nonmanipulative interest
in humanity. It is this non-partisan quality of Mrs. Gaskeil's
work which renders hef*portrayal of the new industrialized
society especially valuab“a

Mrs. Gaskell perceived the new order as embracing
the dissolution of the old social roles and the confusion of
the search for new ones. Whereas the old order stressed

2
stability and duties, the new order stressed change and

rights. This change in Values and the breakdown of 0ld rules



.

had a significant é?;:ct on*

ole of women in soclety.
It was Mrs. Gaskell{e\opinion that the values of the new
order were inimical to\the exlstence of the virtuous woman.
She believed that the qualities which made a woman virtuous
in the o0ld order - competence and refinement, or competence
and domestic virtue - were no 1onger complementary in the
new order. Indeed, they became mutually exclusive charac-
teristics and this, Mrs. Gaskell believed, was one of the
great soclal costs of the new orde

| As in the old order, the primary function or the
respectable woman in the new order was to be a wife and
mother Mrs. Gaskell believed that the women of the new
order, however, did not engage in their role with the same
high sense of duty that the women ©° - ne old orde'did.
The topics o&;love and marriage, for example, ho lohger
called forth deep blushes and'lowered eyes, but were the

subjects of frivolous conversation. In Wives and Daughters,

the ageing Lady Cumnor has to reprimand her youngest, un-
married daughter for her flippant remarks about love. Lady
Harriet degclares that she 1is "well‘versed in the tender
passion, thanks to novels,"1 and that she has "talked all‘the
freshness off love"? and for that reason is "tired of the.

subject."3 To these remarks of LadyrHarriet, Lady Cumnor

.

8}

1511 zabetn Gaskell, Wives and Daughters, p. 104.

°Ibid., p. lo4. ~ 31pid., p. 104,
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makes a response which is representative of the attitude
held by the older generation of ladies. She says, "My dear
Harriet don't let me hear you talking of love in t at way
i1t is not pretty Love 1s a serious thing nl Cynthia
Gibson, in Wives and Daughters has such limited under-
standing of the seriow¥ness of love and marriage that she
pledges herself to two gentlemen at the same time.  Even
when a woman did take marriage seriously, and. was therefore
/sympathetic to a proposal, Mrs. Gaskell believed that the
motivation was not always admirable. 1In Wives and Daughte ers,
Mrs. Gibson represents those women who moeried for e.snomie
reasons, but felgned reasons of the,he:r Aft- M. Gibson
proposes,”the future Mrs. Gibson thinks ol‘”... how pleasant

Will be to have a husband once mo,e - some one who will
work, w'.lle she sits at her elegant ease 1n a prettily-
furnished drawing-room .. .. it was. such a wonderful relief
to feel that she need not struggle any more for a livelihood. e

Mrs. Gibson's vision of "elegant ease" was what many
respectable women expected from marriage in the new order.
Whereas duties and responsibilities testlfied to a woman s
influence and status 1n the o1d order, in the new order the
premium was on idleness An idle wife affirmed her husband's

wealth. Her idleness indicated that he had sufficient wealth

to employ servants to tend to al1 the household tasks, and

Ibid., p. 104,

Ibid., p. 117.



r ' *
»

Th 6
in the new order this wealth became the measure of HiddlL
class respectability Mrs. Bradshaw, in the novel Ruth,
is never engaged in any kind of work, for she has servants

to run the household and a governess to look after the

children. She Spends her afternoons visitine - "asleep in

her'easy~chair.”l In North and South Marg “ale des-
————20¢ oouth,

cribes the frivolous activities which £ the day in her

Aunt Shaw's household.

all "the decisions she needed to
make were what dress she would wear
faqr dinner, and to help Edith to
draw out the’ lists orf who should
‘take down whom in the dinner parties
at home:.... Once a year, there was
a long discussion between her aunt
and Edith as to whether they should
80 to the Isle of Wight, abroad, or
to Scotland ——

~Mrs. Gibson in Wives and Daughters sSpends her day ringing

for her servants By ‘the day's end they are exhausted from
running upstairs and downstairs to tend to Mrs. Gibson's -
whims. . ; // |

Because.the regpectable women in the new order were
no longer held rresponsible for many of the duties which had
accompanied the role of wife and mother in the old order,
they lost the ! respect and authority which had accompanied

those duties " In Ruth, Mrs. Bradshaw is described as "sweet~

lEiiéabeth Gaskell, Ruth, p. 229, .

(- . .

2Elizabeth Gaskell, North and South (New York: G.p.
Putnam's Sons) p. 56. ‘

e
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looking, but as 1f she was\thofoughly broken into sub-
mission. "t Her husband bullies her at tea parties; gives
little talks on her failings, and '"did not dislike conf 'tzhg
his wife's errors."< Another\example of the husband's
of respect'for the wife, and therefore an erosion of the

wife's authority, is found in Wives and Daughters.. Mr. Gibson

does not abuse his wife as Mr. Bradshaw does; he simply with-

-

[

"’“\ draws from her company.

i,

\

\
A
i

A

On-the whole, it was well that
Mr. Gibson spent so much of his
time from home. He sometimes
thought so himself, when he
heard his wife's plaintive fret
or pretty babble over totally
indifferent things, and per-
ceived how flimsy a nature RN
were all her fine sentiments’ '
he willlfully shut his eyes
and waxed up his ears .3

Mrs. Gaskell observed that the respectable women in

the new order frequen14y did not command the respect of
their children, and therefore they had'very little authority

over them. The Bradshaws' daugpter Jemima, in- tne novel

Ruth, is a willful, sullen girl. Her mc .r has no influence
over .her and Jemima does pracfically whateverrsﬁe pleases.

Mr. Bradshaw, although he is partially %o blame for Jemima's
K o :

P
“

1E1izabeth Gaskell, Ruth, p. 152, |

°Ibid., p. 209. | . ¥

3

3Elizabeth Gaskell, Wives and Daughters, p. 372.

.
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behavior, des;a*rs at her obs tinate ways and ultimately

g

A ﬁttributes them to Mrs. Bradshaw's failure to exercise

discipline with the children. "Mrs. Bradshaw was, he

‘confersed, rather less firm that he should have liked with

the girls."l In The Moorland _ottage, Mrsw Browne is also -
unable to command respectiand obedience\from her child. Her
son, Edward, isiindulged as a child‘and when he reaches
adulthood he indulges Mmself. He acquires large debts

which abscrb all his mother's savings, and eventyally he

turns to forgery. In Wives and Daughters, Cynthia Gibson a
admits that she has little respect cr love for her mother, &

as she explains to her stepsister, Molly, "It's very”shocking,

I daresay; but it 1s so. Now don' t 'go and condenn me I

”
"

don't think love for one S mother quite comes’by nature.
Mrs. Gaske}l qu1te agreed with Cynthia's statement. Love
for ane's mother did not-come by nature, but was something
which the successful motner earned by fulfilling her Outy as’

a mother Jemima Bradshaw and Cynthia. G* " were educated
J B

“

by governesses and boarding SChOOlS,Awhl r mothers

-,

*slept in easy chairs, ran schools for othei peopl\i's children, .

or socialized Edward 8“0wne was the idor’of his A theﬁ ¢
‘Ja',‘ X .
In the process of indulging‘him 'she failed to guide him and -

!

£orm his character Maﬁgdgaskell saw these impoverished

.. ‘ﬁw o . v

¥ b
Elizabeth Gaskell, Ryth, p. 209.
2

Elizabeth Gaskell, Wives and Daughters, p. 252.
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mother-chiild relationships as one more result of the dis-

integration or the“traditional role of women in thﬂy
order. .“k 4

* The disintegration of the traditiogki role or
women in the new indu trialized society resulted primarily
‘from ‘the desire of the middle class to give conspicuous
proof of its weaith, and one way of doing this was to imitate
the aristocracy and@relegate to servants and 5oVernesscs
many of those functions which had rormerly been the respon—

aq
sibilitie%hof ‘the 1 iy of the house This meant that women

.no‘longer o '; fficient number of opportunities to demon-

.

%52 ,trate competﬁnCe Mrs. Gaskell believed that this decline
im competence was accompanied by the rise of what might be

~termedv¥ se. reéfinement. As thp one.quality atrophied, the

. v
A .

Other flourished. ﬁ% ;' : \
E - o e S ‘. M 55
s Mrs. Giskell perceived the bef ement of the res—,

BN

| Pectable wimer of the Wew order as being fa;sé v""fm“mafily

A'because 1t was pretentious and ungelated to competence ‘Mrs.
e

. Gibson in Wives and Daughters typrfies the woman af the new

B e

= o
Y ¢ order who was- afflicted with the odium of false ré?inement 1

A
W

She "dées no real uork but spends her‘time imitating the manners s
- é. LR
3N :} "k__‘ X
& and ways of her social betters { Shsmgxploits the concept of..

,a e

reﬁingment in thac she does not

;':ise it to dignify ‘her
station in life, but “to ri%e above it When MrdﬂGibson brings
thefnew Mrs. Gibson nome after the honeymoon Mrs. Gibson sets

about eradicating all the old familiar\yays in the Gibson

.

RY
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household and replucing them with the Customs she nas observed

in Lady Lumnor's household, customs totally unsuited to a
\ .

country doctor's establishment. oOne of Mrs. Gibson's "Improve-

"’ ments' is.to Serve dessert with every meal.
[y oA
« .-+ nNelther Mrs. Gibgon nor Molly
' ,touched dessert, it was set on the

‘table with as much form as ir
.Lvnthia had been:at home ... wmr,
5 bibson -++ Protested against
" '"Persons in thelr station in'
life having a formal dfssert
before them everyday. :
Artd Mrs. Gibsdén berself
. apologised as it were, to Molly
o . today, in the Same words she had 5 o
often used to Mr., Gibson, 'It's W
no extravagance for we need not
eat 1t -~ 1 never do. But 1t looks
well g.l - o
-
This is Just one of Mrs ‘ﬁibsonﬂb many attempts to "train

her appetite to gbntility nee She alao forbids Mr. .Gibson

- to eat cheese it~is a hi SH@Pfeels is very
-~ { * AN “h’-‘ A .;A~‘< “
vulgar, and she prgclaims tha on y ooﬁd luncheons should _.Qﬁﬂ
R N ﬂe‘ . o
be prepared eacn day because cooking leavesfedours in the
”%" s T “\-f
houSe wbich’"noses of aristocra%ﬁc refinement’"3 find- offensive

. .'bah \!\

-~

e 'Another character” afflicted with false refinement 1s 4

Fanny Thornton in Nobth and South : Fanny hﬁs grown up in the Lf
manufacturing town ogiMﬁlton and is a product of fes direct,gf“m
. forceful ways, yet she? pretends to akk£§d of refinement whi ch

is totally unrelated to her experia
b S

'y : ¥

°Ibid., p. 977, .
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In which she lives. She never does any work but ls always

v~ S

too tlred to venture anywhere on foot.. Whether'%%e Zoes

to her drawing master opr her music teacher Fanny insists

-

that the horses and carrilage be made ready. When Mrs,

i .

Thornton inquires why she 1s tired, Fanny replies «“I don’

B

know —‘the weather T think nl Fanny's exotit sense of re-
finement also makes her declare that a piano is "g necessary
are. a strain because

w\» :"so
nately. n3 Even though

of life"z. and that public concert s
"the dir Lors admitted 50 ihdiff"w

she h¢ ver been away from Milton: she dismisses it ag a
&

"dirty smOKy place M’ and at the same time raves about how

she longs to See London

¥

In the old order refined ladies did not make a digs-
“play of delicate healtn although it was gently implied
In the new order the respectable women make a grand spectacle

not only of their delicate health but - of thetir numerous

»

ailments and complaints Mns Qaskelé&us satirical ‘in h%& “

'depictions of such excessive frail health among the respectable

l'v

'women of the new order. " In North and South Mrs Thornton

g .
remarks of Fanny that she is “"seldom without an ailment. ">
s

J‘Whengthe workers in Mr. Thornton S mill EO oq,strike and

oAk v
march to the Thornton home, Fanny faints in terror andﬁis

LY

o | -

/ : !
. LN [ /\/‘/

lEliza.bfth Gaskell, North and South, p. 110. -
~ * / . ’ . ' r" » ; . . :
~ ‘2‘ oo el '3 ’ 3 . b
| “Ibid., p. 112, . Ibid., p. 112.
‘) ) . : . 4 §Qp‘.
X "Ib@,, p. 113. . Ibid., p,-110.
F T C S T " o 2
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- Weak for several days afterwards. In The Moorland Cottage,

M

Mrs. Buxton passes her days laying on her sofa, "fatr,

wl

white and colourless Caroline Tomkinson, in "Mr.

Harrison! sqéhnfessions", is also continually on her sick

'bed. The young doctor describes her as "very delicate and

2, but he is never able to determine exactly what

dle-away"
is wrong with her. But Miss Caroline's health 1s so delicate
that 1t 1is a strain forlher to take a cart-ride for a plcnica
"Miss Carcline Tomkinson once or twice was rather faint with

the motiun of the cart and asked me for my smelling bottle,

as she had forgotten heprs.' n3

5 S g
Pretentiousness and exaggerated delicate health were w
two“%%aracteristics of the false refinement of the respectabls”
women of the ney order. A third characteristic was uncon-
trolled sensihility. Whereas the ladies.of the old order
evidenced ‘a control which rendered them\highly dignified inl

R

’jfpainful situations the woméh of the new order make a grand
| A ‘ .

L

EniN
R gisplay of their f‘@elings Wene\rer the occasion allows. """ »_

Wives and Daughters Mrs. Gibs@p,weegs copious tears, Whe_:‘

7 . » : o
" Mr. Gibson broposes to her. "Oh! Mr. Gibson,' she ,said;

and then, a little to his surprise, and*a .Breat deal to her

own, she burst into hysterical tears .4

]

4 ) N B » P .
' JIN . .

- lElizabeth Gaskell "The Moorland Cottage",4Cranford,
. ; , . L7 ’ a
~ °El1zabeth Gaskél "Mr. Harrison's Confessions", My

Lady Ludlow, p. 415, ' , -

3Ibid., p. ho7i

7/

l‘Elizabeth Gaskell, ‘Wives and Daughters, P- 120

LG R
G

4

..‘;y,;_.j.(;ﬁ.':‘,v., a ST e i:‘_-v Loy ),'.;..",zf' ) S T
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Mrs. Gibson also weeps when her dadghter, Cynthia, breaks

‘off her engagement to Mr. Preéston. In North and South, a
-&few curt words between Margaret Hale and her cousin, Edith
Shaw, cause Edith to "sob bitterly"l and lay on the sofa

for the rest of the day, a victim of wounded feelings.

A fourth characteristic of the false refinement of

the new order was garlshness. Mr%. Gaskell recoiled from

»the loud, noisy taste of the nouveau riche. In North and

3

South Mrs. Gaskell4‘pares no detail. 1n describing the

- 0 v
‘_,.,-1 ’

undiscriminating taste which was so prevalent 1n the new
order. In the Thornton home, every corner ieemed Tfilled

up with ornament until it became a weariness to' the eye"2,

~

'and at thelr dinner parties, Margaret Hale feels "the

9

number of delicacies to be oggre851Ve "3 Fanny Thornton,

“aWho prides herself on q;scriminating,taste,'chooses the
‘glossiest material available for her. wedding gown.

Mrs. Gaakell' rovides many other examples of the

_ garish taste ofﬂthe;. ;en of the new ordeg. In My Lady

‘ Ludlow, the affluent baker s wﬂﬁgyg%es to tea in a flashy
silk gown, and for ,& napkin ahe pulls out a "pocket— N
handkerchief, all red and yeliow silk ..;.4 The Bradshaws'!

tea service; in Ruth, is described as being "as handsome
_ —_— . .

e 1El1zabetn Gaskell, North'and South, p. 489.
3

Ipid., p. 189

Elizabeth Gaskell, My Lady Ludlow, D 215

RN oY
N > .
CE K : : [
e 4 ‘ . '
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and as ugly as money could purchase."l In Mrs. Gaskell's

opinion, all these attempts at refinement are the acme of
vulgarity and highly offensive to anyone of good breeding.
The preceding discussion on respectable womén in

the new order focused on the new middle class women who had

no social function anc el ore only false refinement. Their
refinement was false couss T was ostentatious and affected.
It served no:pu?pose oihirr chan affirminé the wealth and

social ambitions or: the new middle class Mrs. Gaskell
observed however that there existed indthe new order
aﬁbther distinct group of women consisting of those women

who had been borp and: educated In the -0ld ovder, but whose
A g o r} ‘
lives extended into the mode n,“industrialized world.

U

- > - N , .
" ’ This group is best represented by the ladies-in y'.‘?

A

'ranfdrd lhey have tfue refinement but. in the latter

irt «of the&r lives»no genuine, meaningful social function

0

fThe fine distinctions of rank which they had been taught

to respect and’ preserve mean very little in ‘the new order.
7

Thus the ladies of Cranford are shocked and incredulous

wp
when Lady Glenmire- stoops to marry the village surgeon.:

Another example of the erosion of the €iner distinctions of
:Qrank and’ manners is the declining prestige of the old
-assembly hall -~ once a p%ace wﬁere the ceunty families me/y
foYr ls and receptions, now a place of magic shous, ' o
atte:jig by all and sundry.v The old assembly ‘hall, which the,

’-

- 3

. -

/ o ‘Elizabeth Gaskell, Ruth, p." 187.
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<adies or Cranford had once attended i1n order to do honour to

v

the county families, 1s .ow in g proces¥ or decay, as is the

~.

social."Function of the lQ@ies;phemselvesf

the 0l1d room was dingy; salmoneg~
coloyred paint had faded into drab;
great pieces of plaster had chipped
off Wpom the white wreaths and feg-
toons on its walls; but stil] a
mouldy odour of aristocravy lingered
about the place, and a dusty re-
collection of the days tPat were
gone made Miss Matty and" rs. Forrester
bridle up as they entered 1

The o1ld way of life, which the ladles or Cranford are trying

to preserve, receives a devastating Jolt when Miss Matty's
Investments faij. By means of this incident, Mps. Gaskell
emphasizes the precafrous posltion of the women of refine-

ment who found themselves without.money, for in the ney

oﬁper”money was the only assurang% of respect and sécurity:,(

P i
The question which pﬁ@*@askell 1s posing here 1s a tragic

‘&I‘ - {\ N ’
one. How can g3 lady® :g%erishes the old values survive

in the new order? ‘A1l the skills and qualities which Miss

Matty paésesses'are no longer thought worth aquiring, and

»

“her refinement and honesty are such that she is sure ftos<do

: v .
poorly in the world of*’8rade where ruthlessness 1is the key

to success.. «, - * S
] - SR
I thought or all the things by
which a woman, paéﬁamidd%@g@ge, '

. afid with the education gdmmon ~.

- to ladies fifty years ago, cquld
T ; . oo .

« 85 Rew
- ~

pe—— - .
. “ - y -

_%_J_E;i;izébeth Gaskell, Cranford, p. 103.

~ R
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earn or add to a living with-
out materialily losing caste;
but at length I put even this
last clause on one side, and
wondered what in the world
Miss Matty could do,l

.............................

No! there was nothing she could
teach to the risiRg generation
of Cranford, unless they had

T~ been quick learners and ready
imitators of her patience, her
humility, her swe ness, her
quiet contentment\ith a1l '
that she could n0¥ do. 2

In summary, Mrs. Gaskell perceived that in the new
order the traditional role of respectable women had uhdé&%one
a process ofudiSintegration. The new middle class ﬁomen.
had lost their social function“and thus pdsse;sed only false
refinement. The older ladies; who were produéts of the old

i
order, possessed true refinement but no socfal function.

»

Mrs. Gaskell beiieved that these were two;pypes of respect-
ableAwomen in the new ordef.. The fif§t t%ge was a comic
“figure; the second type Waé,tragic.d

‘The disintegration of traditional roles in the new
order and l.e seabch for new onés are reflected'ip thé kind .
of education which'Mrs. Gaskell's respectable fewale
characters receive. \ |

In "Morton Hall", the three Morton sisters, +ho are °

' &

1 g .
“Ibid., p..156. s o

Ed

°Ib1d., p. 158.

TN
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the last.inhabitants of the hall, cannot agree'on how to
educate their niec@, Miss Cordelia. By assoclating each of

the three slsters 'with,a different pﬁ&iosophy of education,

ot P ' ‘F'Aa‘\-
W Mrs. Gaskell émphas” :es the confusiongﬁurrounding the question
>&;%§?jeducation_in the new order.( Theﬁgadest slster, Miss
4'& - .

Sophronia MOrton, eaucates Miss Cordelia in the elghteenth-

~century ”blhe—stocking” tradition of Mrs. Chapone. 1In fact,
Miss Sophronia is writing & book which she calls 'The
Female Chesferfield', or 'Letters from a Lady of Quality to

Her Niece'. She reads to Miss Cordelia from this book while I~
o . \

"the little niece sat there in a high chair, with a flat

nl

board tied to her badck Besides these iessonson

(3

mahners'and deportmeht, Miss Cordelia receives lessons in -
geography. It , is Miss Sophronia's' belief that "good litt%e

girls can learn anything théy choose, even French verbs."?

24,

The second sisteffy Miss Ant ella- Morton, believes

LESE R e ""::‘. 5 -
< . that education, rather thiﬁ%ﬁg@elqping the intellect, shbuld

develop the sensibilities and cultivate the tastes. K

Her voice (Mrs. Gaskell recalled] was

very sweet and plaintive, and suited

well with the kind of things she said: = -

all about charms of nature, and tears e

and grief, and such sort of talk, _ ‘

i which reminded me rather of poetry- -

' very pretty to listen uoq;thog§ﬁgl ) : -

-y , .never could understand it e d ' -
N )

. PN
- - IS . .

1s

. % 'Elizabetn Gaskell, "Morton Hall", Cranford, p. U76.

; ' 2Ibid¢, De. 477, 3Ib1di; p. 478.
- N o - R
I )

#‘,
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While wlith Miss Annabella, Miss Cordella "read works of

imagkpation"l and "played on the apinnet ne

l,;&'"

'"Qéi‘@_ » The youngest Morton sister is Mfss Dorothy Her

ﬂ&.

educational beliefs are extremely scanty and possess no
philosophical basis. 1n outlining Miss Dorothy's system,
Mrs. Gaskell makes a hyperbolic comment on education in
order to convey the confusion and disorientation which

i»rusal of Miss Dorothy's educational practice, one cannot

determine exactly for what purpose women are being_educated:

"The rules that were made for Miss Cordelia! -~ She was to
eat her meals standing, that was one thing!. Another was,

e T
that 'she was to drink two cups of cold waXer before she

had any pudding .... Then there were even SO many words
she~might not use “es "3 Mg@ﬁ Gaskell'&-gﬂQ’prous gg%atment
RN g

3 L
of the three Morton sisters' and their strmﬁﬂggiews e
education demonstrates her aversion to educational systems

whlch were based on abstract theory rather than common
¥, . 4

sense

¥ s

In Wives and Daughters, Mr. Gibsop, a pFoduct of

the '0old order, sums up his’ instructions regarding his

daughter Molly's educszion by saying tgggiss Eyre/)the .

. governéss,

'Don't teach Molly too much: she
must ‘sew, and read, and write,

- . .

11pid., p. 478. ‘ . Ibid., p. 478

31bid.; p. 483.

i

~



and do her sums .... After ali,
I'm not sure that reading or
writlng 1s necessary. Many a
good woman gets married with
only a cross instead of her
name; 1t's rather diluting

to motherwit, to my fancy; but,
however, we mus yYield to the
prejudices of society, Miss
Eyre, and so you may teach the
child to read.l

This is fundamenﬁally the philosophy of the 0ld order re-
garding women's education, and it is only after much pleading
that Molly secureé her father's approvaljfor French and
drawihg lessons, the 'accomplishmentsﬂ which are the hall-

mark of an educated woman in the new order.

Cynthia Gibson, Mr. Gibson's stiﬁ‘daughter by .his
: %4

-

second marriage, is a. girl who received.a truly 'modern’'
' . N : .

K3

. education. She is educated in France where she picks up = °

o ,

many "alrs and graces"2, but not a great deal of learning.

@ PR ~

Cynthia confesses that after Her schooling in .France she

1.

| R ‘ ' F o
still does not know "even the A.B C of science."3 She also -
admits "... I don't know longitide from latjtude now; and’

I'm always puzzled as to which isvperpéndicular and .which

4

1s horizontal." Mrs. Gibson thinks it quitelaccepbab;é

for a young girl to plead‘ignorance_of these "severer ;"

studies."? However, when Cynthia denies Mrs. Gibson's
. . A} . . ‘ * .

[

o 4 X
, - e
E11zabeth Gaskell, Wives and Daughters, p. 35.
21y Ly 3 |
Ibid., p. 138, Ibid., p. 308.
'Ibid., p. 308. D Ibdd., p. 308,
’ v'v,gt.' "
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clalm that her daughter has a prodigious memory for poetry,
she has a great deal to say.,

'How could you talk such nonsense
Cynthia!' saig Mrs. Gibson, as the
girls followed her upstair '"You
know you are not a dunce. It 1s
all very well not to be a blye-
stocking because gentle- ~people
don't 1like that - 'kind of woman;

"but . running yourself down, and
‘contradicting all I said @bout
wyour liking Byron, and poets and
boetry - td‘Psborne Hamley of all
men too!'h _

;-jn’?'r'shto play tr‘e piano and sing.: The education which Cynthia
eceives is e sential yqa»decorative education vShe ac uires
f § + d

: W
,ﬁap&ea51ng wiays, pretty airs and graces and the ability to

s1ng and play herpiano These 'accomplishments' are. thought

'”itute ? sufficient education for a respectable’

”golass ghrl for Cynthia has no other sxills but these
toh

“and‘at_one Q@in +she consid&rs*going out as’'a governess to

© teach other you g girls. 1‘; . o

In Nort and South and The Moorland Cottage, the
—.—-“,——.._\ .

young girls recgive educations which are similar t yn%pia

L L

Gibson s. Fanny @hornton in North and South goes Fo a
: drawing master ang a piano teacher 'Mrs. Browne in The

Moorland Cottage eluctantly teaches her daughter Maggie,

to read, write, an do arithmetic but she lays the greatest

stress on learning to play the piano which she considers to

w 2
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be "the front of a genteel education.”l Erminia Buxton,

in The Moorland Cottage,. 1s sent to school in France "to

receive more regular instruction"g, but this again is
instruction in accomplishments’. Mrs. Gaskell observes

, that "... she came home once a year, more lovely and elegant
and dainty than ever ...."3 "Erminia went to the piano
and sang her newest and choicest French aiI nh u

Mrs. Gaskell believed that in the new order, the'

. subject of the respectable woman' s education elicited much
controversy JThezéywere people like Miss Sophrynia who
still championeanrs Chapone S philosophy- Other people‘

J 7

subscribed to ﬁzgs Annabella s ‘position that the purpooe

.of iucation was to devf loo €\e sén31bilities and cultivate
the tastes. The traditional ‘education in domestic skills,
whilch Mr. qpbson chooses for Molly, also” still had adherents
in the new ordq But Mrs. Gaskell believed that the m%st
Jprevaient mode; of education in the new order was the de- #-
-corative edugation or the.education of accomplishments'
The decorative educatidn prepared. the respectab»ﬁ
"?middle~class girl to compete on the marriage market. It
gave her obvious marks of gentility which‘¢ould be displayed

v the family draw1ng room, After the husbagg was secured

1

v r’l

,Elizabeth_Gaskell, "The Moorland Cottagef,:Cranford,

p. 296, .
200 5 - e 3 o
o Ibid.,(p. 299. . ~Ibid;, é; 299.
o 14 B
" 'Ibid., p. 389 .
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Lhe youny wifgmuBLleh‘Jnto a 1ife of what Mrs. Glbson des-
cribed dsl"clcgant ecase" ) a lifc.centcrcd around purely
domestic themes. ’I‘ht y‘mmg_wife, who rarely ventured bdyond
"her own drawing room utilizcd what educatlon she had in
readjng‘sentimentdl novels. Mrs. Gaskell's perception or
this consequence of the decordtive'edhcntion is paft of
the period}§ criticism ol the mid&lbrclass novel.

| Tﬁé éducatjon of thexrespoctable women in the new
order reflected the changing role of women. .Womcn were ne
longer expected to be competent mwthersuﬁpd skillful
domestic managers, for governesses, boarding 'schools, and
servants Héd assumed all these dutles. A respectable woman
. was expggped to be refinéd and this was what her education
attempted to accomplish. But Mrs. Gaékell believed that
competence and refinement should be interdependent, and
-when the woman in the new order lost the opportunities to
demonstra’e competence, she also 1osp(the basis for true
refinement. It was Mrs. Gaskell's belief that refinement
which was not tled to domestic and social competence was
false refinement. It whs refinement that had no relation to
funétion; it was purely for purposes of display. This
refinement ;hich was unrelated tohfunction was like Mrs.’
Gibson's-dessert which‘was not intended for eating: ”it
looks well ..l.”l

It was the poor women whose lives were most drasti-

«ally altered in the new order. Whereas the economic

.

3

lElizaEeth Gaskell, Wives and Daughters, p. 579.
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contribution which they had made to marriagme In the old
order was tiphtly ,'Lm,-'\yjrat,cd into their role of wife and
mother, In the new <»rQ<n“ there occurred a severe rrapymen-
tatlion of this Lqu. homen were still expected to be wives

and mothers, as wel! as to contribute economically to
marriage by taking paying jobs outside the home. The poort

woman therefore assumed a dual set of recponsibilitlies,

those pertalning te “olng a wife and mother and those
pertaining to her outside employment for which she was

. being paid. Mrs. Gaskell believed that this radical change

in the traditf%onal role of poor women was @ recl Pagcdy:
She believed that 1life in the new order 11 those
conditions which, in the o0ld order,; had mu ' ole the

exlstence of the virtuous woman. For poor women, life¢ in
the new order was inimical to theicultivation of competence
and do&estic virtue;

As with respectable women, some of the poor women
in the new order, particularly in the large towns, developed
a flippant attitude tdwards marriage. It was no longer
seen as a serious matter involving 'many responsibilities and
duties, but as something guite trivial in nature. In "Libbie
Marsh's Threc Eras", Anne Dixon boasts of her vulgar under-
standing of what marrilage means:'”Afteriall, what 1s marrying?

Just a spree ...."Y She makes ho mention of the ceremony or

' 'El11zabeth Gaskell, "Libbie Marsh's Three Eras",
Mary Barton, (New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons), p. 483. \
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the church, but Speaks only "eatables" ! 4 seekdng:

"refreshments at any o public-house we [ike. " Thlis attitua.
towards marriare is not common among Mrs. Gaskoel | 's poor

- - e R CJ
Female characters, but, throucsh Anne Dixon, she dcmuugtr$\cs

that It did exjist. <o \
¢ \
Among poor women In the new order, Mrs. Guskell
percelved anotherp abberant attitude tcuvalmg% marriage, one
which resembled the respectable woman's vision or marriae.

as "elepant enge " Among the poor girls, inazu;i:u:o Was ot'ten

conceived of as oan coedpe from the terrible conditions ot home

O as ~hicle for social mobility. While Lhc‘Ldeu ol
. ﬂ“ )
marri... 15 a vehlicle for social mobility was dberative/iaﬁg
before the nineteenth century, Mrs.\Gaskell obSCﬁ;Eﬁﬂzgap
‘\/ o

during her lifetime it received a new intenéi@y and frequency
of expression. It was during‘the nineteenth Century that the
'rags to riches' myth really cabtured people's Imaginations,

and in Mary Barton, Mary's'fantasy about making a fantastic

marpiage is-an example of this view of marriage. In either
case, mérriage took on the qualities of ga fairy téie and

was not grounded in the realities of work and responsibi-

~

)

lities. Thus 1in Mary Barton, Mary fantasizes that she 1is
engaged to the fac%ory owner's son.

So she turned on her pillow, and
fell asleep, and dreamt of what

was often in her waking thoughts;

of the day when she should ride from
church in her carriage, with wedding
bells :

1bia., p. 483, °Ibid., p. 483.



’ ringtnge L, and drive away from
the 0ld dim work-a-day court frop :
ever, to jive in g vrand house .

Fantasioes May well have been necessary rorv tle

realities of mur;jud Hife were vVery paintul YO poor wonen
;

In the new order. 1 v he nNew towns the sk)ui:1]“ plu»bj,enn: ot
nvcr—crowdiﬁg, poverty . ang ponr‘sanjtatinn made It almost
Impossible ror women 1q be competent houscewives. 71 Mary
Barton, Mrs. Gaskell desceribes a typical street ipn
Manchester.

It was unpaved; and down the middle
d gutter forced '«g WAy, cvery now
" and thgn forming poole i. the holes
with which the street cbounded, Never
was the 01d Edinburgh cry of 'Gardecg
l'eau,' nre necessary than in this
street.... women from their d.. s
tossed householq slops of every
description into the gutter; they
ran into the next pool which over-.
flowed and -stagnated. Heaps of ashes
Were the stepping-stones, on which
the rasser-by, who cared In the least
for.cleanliness, took care not tl put
his foot .2 )

The Severity of the social conditions made- difficyult
any attempts at goou mothering. 4 woman could not fulfil]l
her role as 3 méther if she dig not have food to feed her

children, or if she could not protect them from the diseases

lElizabeth Gaskell, Mary Barton)(Harmondsworth,
Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1972 s pb. 121. -

bid., p. 98.
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al
which Infecteds the slum houses., Fes. Davenport tor example,
In Mary Barton, attempts to suchle |- v two-yecar old child
. ' 1 ‘ .
"from her dry withered breast"™ as she sits suffering trom

typhoid and starvatlcen., Mrs. Gaskell gilve: numbrous Other

aampleg of such appalling conditions. /;n\North and South

the working class neighbourhoods are described ar beiny
squalld and oppressive. The severe living conditions or

the Davenport famlly in Mary Barton represent th. experiences

of many working class people 1n the huge manufacturing

A

centers: . .

You went down one step ... into the
cellar in which a family of human
: beings lived. I} was very dark ‘
™ inside. The window-panes were many
of them broken and stuffed with rags,
which was reason enough for the dusky
light that pervaded the place even
at mid-day.. After the account I
have given of the state of the street,
noc one e¢an b= surprised that on going
into theccellar ... the smell was so
foetild as-almost to knock down .two
men ... three or four little children
rolled on the damp, nay wet, brick
floor, through which the stagnant,
ilthy fioisture of the street oozed
up; the fireplace was empty and black;
the wife sat on her husband's chair,
and cried in the dank loneliness.?2

By describing such terrible conditdions, Mrs. Gaskell demon-—
strated that%the‘social'conditions among the poor 1in the

new order rendered the concept of the virtuous wife. and

mother meaningless.

lIbid.‘, p. 102.

Ibid., p. 98. -
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Anicther Facfor which weakened traditlonal temale

virtue was the peeessity of poor women in the new order to
l N

seek work osutside the home In orden to augment the family

<

income. In the old order, a poor woman often had du: leg
outside the home, .4s illustrated by the story, "Cumberland
ShGOp Shearersf. But these duties were a funcfion of her
total domestic role. In the new order, the job which a womar.
hired herself out to do was totally unrelated to the fulrill-
ment of the role of wife and mother. Often the +0b was a
duplication of one of her domgﬁtic tasks. fbr example, Alice
Wilsqn, in Mary Burton, and Margaret Hall, in "Libbie Marsh's
Three Eras", work as washerwomen in the houges of affluent
tradesmen. Aftef washing clothes at their employers' homes
all day, Alice and Margaret mﬁst,go home and do their own‘
washing. Mrs. Wilson, in Mary Barton, works as a charwoman.
. After cleaning someone else's house all day, shé’must g0 home
and clean her own. It does not require much imagination to
envislon the effect of this kind of outside employment on
the women}s enthusiasm for theip home duties.

 Fofms of employment such as charwoman, washer-
woman, or domestic servant were usually chosen by older women
who had been born in the traditional, rural society, and who .
migrated to the urban centers to find wofg. The young girls
in Mrs. Gaskell's fiction generaiiy scorn such work as being

poorly paid and a species of slavgri{b When Mary Barton is
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slxteen years old and contemplating what work she will do,

-
"rolne out. Lo service' 1s mentioned as one of the alterna-

Lives. But against tihls "Mary set herself with all the
force of her strong wiil.”‘1

The cther alternatlve iop Mary Barton, and the one
which she chooses, 1s to go as an apprentice to a dressmaker.
This Is also the work of the cponymcus heroine in Ruth. e

14

Dressmaking was also poorly pald but wag regarded as a

respectable line of work Lor girls of the poorer classes.
For example, at Miss Simmonds' shop, Mary .s called a "youny;
lady'. There are othqr pretensions to gentility which are
duly cultivated, their Firose belng to compensate for the
poor remun-ration and the gruelling hard work.

Mary was to work for two years
without any remuneration, on can-
sideration of being taught the
business: and where afterwards she
was to dlne and have tea, with a
small quarterly salary (paid quarterly
because so much more genteel than by
the week), a very small one, divisible

into a minute weekly pittance.
Ruth Hilton, in the novel Ruth, 1s also called a 'young
lady' while being worked to death at the same time. She
and avdo%en other girls'séitcﬁ away in Mrs.'Mason's shop
until two o'clock in the morning,Jat which time bread,

cheese,'and beer are served n mfnute portions. The girls

eat supper and then retire‘only“to begin again at eight
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o'clock the same movﬁingh some plirls, 11lke Mary Barton,
. " A \

go home every covenlng but others such as Ruth Hilton live
above the shop in what Mrs. Mason calls her 'establishment ',
But dressmaking had some compensations. Occaslions like the
annual hunt-ball confirmed the young dressmaker's scnse of
respectability and compensated her for the poor pay and hard
work. In Ruth, #rs. Mason proudly informs her glrls that
one of them will be¢ honoured by being chosen to be present
at the hunt-ball.

'I may as well inform you, young

ladles, that I have heen requested

this year, as on previous occasions,

to allow some of my young people to

attend in the antechamber of $he-

assembly-room with sandal ribbon,

pins, and such little matters, and

to be ready t6 repair any accidental

injury to the ladies' dresses..

The most lucrative kind of work for women in the new
order was factory wonﬁ.‘ It was lucrative but it was unde-
pendable. Industries such as the textile industry were highly
.. sensitive to changes in market conditions. When conditions
Wégg/good, employment and attractive wages were avallable,

\
but unfavourable market conditions put many people out of
work for varied lengths of fime.

Mrs. Gaskell believed that the lucrative nature of

. AN

factory work for women was also a problem. Th¢ young girls
iy C

became resentful of any restraints which the home placed

lElizabeth Gaskell, Ruth, p. 7.
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on them, and because they earned safflcjcnt money, muny ol
them moved from L.helx’ pai"onts' home and sct up house for
théméolves. In Mary Barton, John Barton and Mr. Wilson
observe that this tendency of v g mirls to leave home
after securing a job in a factor; is on- of the worgt
effects of factory work: "Thatns the wors: of factory work,
for girls. They can earn so mucli when work s plenty, that
thgy can maintainbthemSCIVes anyhow."1 The hish wages of
factory girls meant that they could Indulge themsolv~s.
in wpat Mrs. Gaskell regarded as Imprudent ?%E;;aiturcs.
They speqt much'on fancy QPess and useless tirinkets ..:.ich
served no othef burpose than satisfying their vanity and -
giving theﬁ~idéas above thelr station in life. In Mary
Bérton, John Barton recounts the events, which leéd to his
sister—in~law,‘Esther, méﬁing out®*of the Barton house.
Esther is a factory girl and her efberiehcgg*are typical of
. those of many young girls who worked in factggies in the
new order. -

'You see Esther spend~her money in

dress,~thinking to setl off er

pPeQﬁ;ﬂ?ﬁﬁf; and got tb. cdme home

so late at\night, that at\ last I

told her my mind: my missus thinks

I spoke crossly, but I meant right
Says I, 'Esther, I see what

you'll end at your artificials, -
and your fly-azgghyeils, and stopping
out when honest \women are in theilr .
beds; you'll be a street-walker.?2

Ve
1Elizabetn Gaskell, Mary Barton, (Penguin Books, 1972),

p. 43. A

=3

o
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Factory work was also detrimental to mood health.

IQ North and South; Mrs. Gaskell describes the efrfects oL
working in the cotton factory Qh a young glirl's healtp. .
Bessy Higgins, .who has .worked 1n the cottoﬂvfactory since

" she was a child, can no longer breathe easily because Cluff
from the cafding room has settle& in her lungs. Bcssygﬁiguins

also has gﬁeat difficulty hearing because or her,mnwi QEars
Iy \\;A
of working midst the noise of the\huge factories. .. When
o A LN
Marg®ret Hale meots Bessy Higgins, they are bbt&\QSQeteen
i {

years old. Margaret, who opent he; childbood in the south
of" England in a quite, IUIal eettin@, is &ohné\and healthy,
Bessy, who spent her childhood, .on the streéts and in the
faCCOIies of a manufacturing city, is young and dying.

Mrs. Gaskell believed that all these forms of work
which women undertook in the new order eroded their ability
t0 fulfill their traditional "natural duties". For the
older ;eE&Q, it consumed the energies which had once been
directed tﬂi:;ds motherhood and domestic managements~that
1s, those g ities on which é woman's virtue was founded.

In "Libbie Marsh's Three Eras", Mrs. Dixon has to pay some-
one else to be a mother to her child while she is out working
in a factory: "Dixon and his wife' and their eldest girl,

worked in factories, and were absent ?;ﬂ day from the house;

was boarded out on the week-days at

1 As well as not having time to be'ga

"Libbie Marsh's Three Eras',

¥
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£ood mother, Mrs. Dixon does not have time (o practise pood
domestic mandgement.  Whereas the poor women 1in the old

order had made most of the food for the family, the modern
working woman had to buy such provisions. This lead to a
decline in the areas of domestic thrift, domestic skill,

and balanced eating habits. It marked the advent of
'distinotly v I'king class eating habits. Mrs. Gaskell's
description of Mrs. Dixon's arrival home rom work and her
hasty preparation of supper foreshadows & whole traditlon
‘ot historical and socloulogical study of the working class,
which culminates in the work of such scholars as E.P. Thémpson
and Richard Hoggart,l In the following passage, Mrs. Gaskell
;

\\ E\focuses on the erratic nature of modern domestic 1ife, the
}ragmented family-life, and the tendency for‘qu%lity and
thrift to be replaced by quantity and extr&raganCe.

Mrs. Dixon rattled out her tea-
‘\ things, and pu! the kettle on, :
fetched home her youngest child . -
: .. Then she called Anne down-
] stalrs, and sent her for this
/ thing and that: egges to be put
\ to the cream, it was sc thin;
N ham, to give a relish to the breag
- and butter; some new bread, hot,
1f she could get 1it. Libbie heard -

all these orders ... and wondered
at their extravagance. ¢

.} .
é‘ B

lE.P. Thomp: n, "ne Making of the English Working
Class, and Richari E- gart, The Uses of Literacy.

2Elizabeth Gaskell, "Libbie Marsh's Three Eras",
Mary Barton, p. 461.

O
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I'n Mﬁﬂlvﬁﬁﬂlﬂﬁs Moo Gaskell ke another comment
on the domestio nanapgement o working o thers. She stresseg
that 1f women are working at Jobs out:id. the hmmn,.thoir
duties In the home are neglected. Mrs. Wilson volves tne

dilemma of ahe working wife. when she says,
<«

/£

"I say 1t's Prince Albert as ought

to be asked how he'd Tike his missis

to be from home when he comes {n

her to come 1in by-and-by, just as
‘ tired and down in tp! mouth; and how

he'qd likexfpr her never to be at home

to see th! ¢leaning of his house, or

to keep a bright fire In his grate.

Let alone his meals beiTg all huyror-

mugger and comlortless.

With many of the wilves out worklng, the homes of the

poof lacked the warm, cheery touch of a woman. Mrs. Gaskell
believed that such a home was not pleasant for a man to re-

turn to after a day at work, and for this reason .he took
himself to a publiec prinking house. 1In Mary Barton, Mrs.
Wilson states that women should not work after they marry
beca&se their absence from home is the reason that so many men
take to drinking: "I could reckon up' (counting witp her -
fingers) 'ay, nine<men I know as hés.been driven to th!

-

public-house by héving wives as worked in factories 2

The primary fuﬁction ofvpoor women in the old order had been
to make a comfortable hom or the husband and children. 1In
the new order, poor women 'did not have the requisite time or

resources to make g comfortable home.

’ &

y%E}iga eth Gaskell, Mary Bartdh, (Penguin Books, 1972),
p. o165, oo :
°Ivid.,

*_’4'



-

Lo2

The o0 i lined et octs of working outside the home
applicd joimarils 1o married women., Woriiing, outslde th¢ home
also had distinct off ta o youne, unmarried girls. jpor
example, the easy money which the ~:ung gir' s earied 1. Lhe.
factories turned thei: interests wway trom domesticity.
Esther,\ih Mary Barton, has higher hopes In 1 ¢ than simbly
marrying and havines a fémily. For this reas n sho syends
all her money on dresses, -and whenever she 1as time off work
she "dressed 1n her' Sunday gown, with a new ribion in her
bonnet, and gloves on her hands, like the“iady she was so
fond of thinking herself.”l Mary Barton also iLitLﬁlly
:rejects domestic 1life amony, her own class in the hope of -
being something "better]. Thglyogngygiri’é ability tg earn - .-
money often meant that Shewleft home early and theref&ré
never received any trainiﬁé in domestic managément * She
developed a wilful dispOSition and extravagant tasteb, .
qualities which Mrs. Gaskell thought detrimental to domeutic
happiness. Mrs. Gaskell referred to these k%nds of problems-
in her correSpondenCe.2 She was irvolved 1h setting up'? o
cooperative house for factqry girls and was éware of thé
kinds of problems that such an enterprise ﬁight have, <N
one of 'her undated letters, Mrs. Gaskell wrote to Mr Samuef

Steinthal regarding this matter of a house for factory girls

i

rb1g., p. 43,

3J.A.V. Chapple and A. Pollard ed., The Letbers of
Mrs. Gaskell p. 376.

-



~ --. here and in large towns

generally, the girls are
daughters ot factory workers,
or begin to work in the mills ,
while they live at home. They ,
leave home (in general) because " J
Some home regulation is dis-
tasteful to them; or (often)
because~thelir meals are not
what they like, - or because
their parents expect too large

~a share of their earnings.l

Among the poor women in the new order, the decline
in domestic competencé-was accompanied by a similar decline
in virtue. fhe quiet, modest ways of the poof women in
the old order were ho longer found in the racy, urban

settings. In North and South, Mrs. Gaskell describes the

- factory women of'Milton‘aé héving "bold, fearless faces,
and loud laughs and Jests_."2 Their voilcéds are "unres-
trained"s and they exhibit a "cagelessness"to all commoﬁ
rules of street politeness."u “

. This loud, forward behavior marked a different
attitude to all the traditional, domestic virtues of poor-éi;
women. Whereas the poor women in the o0ld order had shown “
A v .

deference towards men, and thus had preserved some distance

" between the sexes, the poor women in the hew order interacted

-With men on a very familiarllevel. In Mary Barton, Mrs.

Gaskell states that working girls, when greeted by young

. - .
—_—
i

Elizabeth C skell. North and South, p. 81.

3Ib1d.,,p. 81. R gIbid., p. 81.

3
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men, "held themselves aloof, not in g shy, but rather in
an independent way.”l When these girls do deign to socialize
with ydung men, they doisso with no reserve in their behkavior.
In Mary Barton, a young dressmaker, Sally Leadbitter, is
”willing\to embark en a love-affair ... for the mere excite-
. - :

ment of the thing

(3

Mrs. Gaskell, like mayy*éf her generation, believed
that the loss of womanly mo?ééty wes'inevitable when women
mixed indiscriminately with men at work, and ;hen there was
nc social distance pbreserved between the‘sexes. When women _
were not engaged in their ”natural duties", their virtue
wasjendangered and working eutside the home in ¢lose proximity
to strange men was not, in Mrs. Gaskell's opinion, women's
naturalkduty. Even a good girl 1ike Mary Barton is tempted
by the flattery and attentions of young Mr. Carson, the
factory owner's son. Tﬁis is not so much an‘indication of a
weakness in Mary's character as it 1s a comment on the kinds
of evil that can berfall young women who are unsupervised by
their parents. The nowel Ruth deals specifically with this
questiorm Qf an 1nnocent young girl being prey to evil forces
when thrown‘upon life without close guldante and supervision.
Thus Ruth, a lonely apprentlce to a dressmaker, is seduced

by a handsome young man of good family and has an illegitimate-

) lElizabeth Gaskell, Mary Barton, (Penguin Books, 1972),
p. ‘41, 3
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child. In Mary Barton, Esther alse 1s seduced by a weal: .y
ydﬁng man and she turns to prostitution to suppért hers:
and her 1llegitimate child. .. The story "Liczie Leigh" also
deals with this theme. Lizzie,_an innocon% countryvéirl,
goes to Manchéster to work aﬁd while there has an illegi-

timate child and dies an untimely death.

«-d

As well as unsupervised girls who are tempted by
"evil in the new‘order, Mrs. ¢ ‘kell depicts'young women who
-are thordughly corrupt and know no other way of life. These
‘girls exemplify all that 1s harmful to womanhood in the new

order. They are vulgar, loud, and degenerate. An example

of such a girl is Sally Leadbitter in Mary Barton. It is
due to Sally's encouragemedt that' Mary agrees to ehgage in

a secret love-affailr with Mr. Carson, the factory owner's

sSon.

Sally Leadbitter was vulgar to the
last degree; never easy unless her
talk was of love and lovers; in
her eyes it was an honour to have
had a long list of wooers .... what
she lacked in beauty she tried to
make up for by a kind of witty
boldness, which gave her, what her
betters would have called piquancy.
Considerations of modesty or
propriety never checked her utterance
of a good thing. She had Just talent
o enough to corrupt others. Her verY
| good-nature was an evil influence

Mrs. Gaskell believed that in the new order, the

//l
(. “Ibid., p. 132.

—_———
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Lragitional role Of‘pOO{ women . had completely dlsintegrated.
The role or poor women in the old order, that of being good
wives and mothers, had allowed them to develop competence
and cultivate virtue. In the new order, economic survival
took - women away from their "natural duties", and consequently
the traditional qualities of competence and virtye atrophied.
The lives or poor women in the old order had been richly
integrated in their domestic, soclal, and egogpmic aspects,
and from this hadg. followed the symbiotic relationship bctween
Ccompetence and virtue In the new order, ihe lives of poor
women were highly fragmented in that, while their’domestic
duties demanded one king of ‘attitude, their jobs demanded
another. The poor women in the new order had two worlds in
which to be successful and they were worlds with conflicting
Values In Mrs. Gaskell's Oplnion, g;ese dual demands were
inimical to the existence of the virtuous woman, and for this
reason she believed that the poor woman had lost a great deal
in the dissolution of the old order.

Most of Mrs. Gaskell's comments on the formal
education of poor women in the new order were oblique in’
nature In one of her stories, "The Heart of John Middleton",

she brlefly discusses a formal educational setting, and in

North and South and Mary Barton she expounds‘briefly on what
——- i dlld oouth
exactly education for poor people means. In her other works

She makes only slight references to the subjects of "school!
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and literacy levels.

| The school described in "The Hedrt of John Middleton"
Indicates that education in reading, writing, and religion
was avallable for those poor families who couid afford to
send théir children. It was expensive to send a son or daughter
to such a schoox. The parents had to pay /twopence a week as
well as sacrifice the wages which the chf\d.would earn working
in‘e factory. The following descripticn i& given by John

Middleton who goes to school in order to be near his sweét1

heart, Nelly.

"It was a different place to what I
had thought it before I went inside.
The girls sat on one side, and the
boys on the other .... The mas{er
sat in the middle, and kept pretty

~strict watch over us. But I could
see Nelly, and hear her read hér
chapters; and even_ ... a long list
of hard names 1

In Mary Barton, Mrs. Gaskell states that Mary goes to school

but she does not eleborate on the kind of education that

Mary feceives. It is probable that it is much like the
education which John and Nelly receive. Susan Palmer in
"Lizzie Leigh" "kept a small school for very young ch11dren”2
but again Mrs. Gaskell does not elaborate on the statement.

\\\

Among the poor women in Mrs. Gaskell's fiction, some™

H

can read and they read primarily the Bible. Mary Barton is

described as “sitting at the end of the dresser, with the

1

1

e S Elizabeth Gaskell, "The Heart of John Middleton",

Cranford, (New York: ‘G P. Putnam s Sons), p. 387

\
2Elizabeth Gaskell "Lizzle Leigh", Cranford, p. 216.
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little window-blind drawn on the slde, 1in order that she -
might see the passers—by, in the intervals of"réad;ng her
Bible."l Margaret Hall in "Libbie Marsh's Three Eras" can
read out a few words in the Bible, énd the more difficult

‘passages she asks Libbie to read. But all the poor~women

are not literate. Mrs. Davenport, in Mary Barton, 1is

illiterate. The fact that attending school cost money and |

ld'
deprived the family of a ydung girl's earnings leads one \

to conclude that many young girls were denied formal
° . .

education, Jjust as the following passage reveals gﬁat Mrs.
Davenport's children are probébly deniled schooling because
the Davenports need their éhildren's wages. When John
Barton prepares to leave for London as one of the Chartist
delegates, Mrs. Davenport implores him to take the following
message to Parliament:

'I'm sure, John Barton; if you are taking

messages to the parliament folk, yo'll

not object to telling 'em what a sore

trial 1t 1is, this law Q' thelrs, keeping

chilldren fra’ factorg work, whether they

be weakly or strong. } '
Mrs. Gaskell gave limited attention to formal edu-
cation in reading and writing, ‘because, in her opinion,

that was not the kind of education which poor people needed

most. In North and South, .Margaret Hale makes a statement

which strongly'réflects Mrs. Gaskell's position on education

Ny

for the poor.

'Elizabeth Gaskell, Mary Barton, (Penguin Books, 1972)
p. 123. \ .

°Ibid., p. 129.

-

L]
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'l know 1 do not care enough about
schools. But the knowledge and : .
lgnorance of which I was speaking
did not relate to reading and
writing - the teaching or infor-
- matlon one can give to a child
‘ --.. what was meant was ignorance
of the wisdom that shall guide
men and women, I hardly know
what that 1s.1

In Mary Barton, Mrs. Gaskell also Speaks on e

as wisdom. The kind of education or knowledge .to which Mrs.
Gaskell 1; referring is!that‘which the poor women in the old
Vordef‘had received, traihing for life. The disintegration of
the traditional role of women was‘accompanigd by the dis- |
appearance of the training experiences for that rolé, but
no new training clearly emepged to replace the old. How
cquld poor women be educated for their role in soclety if
society was not certain what that role was? This was the
dilemma concerning poor womén in the newoorderu
In her work among the poor, Mrs. Gagkell observed
;thatAthe training in domestic skills which the mother had
once been obligated to provide for her daughter was now
performed perfunctorily by a working mother, or not at all.

Nrs. Wilson, in Mary Barton, worked in a factory as a .

young girl and admits that she received no training in
domestic management: "I had been in a factory sin' five
~—¥years ©ld a' most, and I ‘knew nought about cleaning, or

cooking, let aione washing and such like work."2

lEliza;e; #ell, North and South, p. 139.

' 2Elizabeth =11, Mary Barton, (Penguin Books,
1972), p. 164. _ ' ,
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Other kinds of skills such as sewing and dressmaking were
obtaineg outslide the home by apprenticing. Even food was
no longer prepared by wives but was purchased at stores.

"Mrs. Gaskell believed that the poor women in the
new order were also untrained as to thelr position in life
The old relationship between the. sexes of respect for men
and chivalrous regard for women was no longgr viable, but
nothing had emerged to replace it. The women of the new
order were not educated in an understanding of their placé
"in the larger social fabric, but in the new order who knew
what ‘this place was? -

In summary, Mrs. Gaskell's perception of the
education of poor women in the new order was primarily
negative. The poor women were distinguished by what they
did not command and did not have, that 1s, competence and
virtue. Their impoverished education and their lack of a
training period for life were a function of the disintegration
of the traditional role of women in soclety, and the failure
to find a satisfying new role.

Thé previous'chapter.argued that in the old order
rcompétence and refinement, as in the case of the respectable
woman and‘competence and yirtge, as in ths case sf.the woman
sf the lower orders, wsre fully integrated. The qualities
of the virtuous woman had a symbiotic relationship which )
,iijived in the old order. ’ \}

This chapter has argued that in the new order Mrs.

Gaskell perceived the disintegration of the bond between

¢
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competence and refinement, or competence and virtue. The

1

new opder produced respectable women who had no competence

refinement, as exemplified by Mrs. Gibson in
o)
Wives and D ghters, or no competence and true Iefinemcnt

as exemplifiled by the ladies 1in Cranford. The new order
produced poorSwomen who had nelther competenco nor virtue,
In short, Mrs. Ghskell believed that the new ordor was
inimical to the existence of the virtuous woman.

Mrs. Gaskell did not percelve any new soc¢ial relation-
ships emerging in the new order that were in any senj;\\\
sat}sfactory. Whereas relationships in the old order had
been based on the coocept of duty, in the new order oelgtion;
ships no longer appealed to duty but to rights. MfS.‘Gaskell
believed that the stress on rights only lea&\to the iSJlation
of the individual and the failure to understand the inter-

dependency of members of society.' In Mary Barton, Mrs.

Gaskell observes that "class distrusted class, and their

' $
want of mutual confidence wrought sorrow to bo‘ch.'-’l

This
stress on rights also -had effects on personal relationships

In Wives and Daughters, Mrs. Gibson's self-seeking ways

ultimateiy drive Mr. Gibson from her company. Mrs. Gaskell
believed that in the new order, the stress on rights lead
to non-supportive social’ relationships. IA the old_order a

woman had had the comfort of knowing her place and her duty,
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and this had been conducive to  inner peace and seolf-
acceptance, both of which facilitated the realizatiun"or
her womanly role. In the new order women had to define a
new role and new relationships for themselves, and this)
obligation fell heaviest on those least capable of doing
1t.  Mrs. Gaskell knew it was a difficult problem, and
she was not very optimistic that 1t would -be successfully
solved. As a woman, she was herself personally aware of
the modern woman's dilemma, and she despailred over it. 1 In
April of 1850, she w!ote in a letter to her friend, Eliza
JFox, her feelings on\¢his subject: '

. * .
Yés, the discovery of one's exact e
work 1In the world is the puzzle: "l
I never meant to say 1t was not.
I long (weakly) for the old times
where right and wrong did not seem
such tomplicated matters; and I am
- sometimes coward enough to wish !
that we were back in the darkness
where obedience was the only seen
duty of women.l
Mrs. Gaskell's\comments on the education of women
in the new order also convey her lack of optimism regarding
new roles and relationships. Education in the new order .
%
seemed to reflect only confusion %nd lack- of correct priorities.
In the respectable middle class espécially, there were
diverse opinions as to what constituted a proper education
for a young girl, but the most pqpular type of education was

the educatilon of 'acéomplishments', This education promoted

the atrophy of competence and the rise of false refinement,

lJ.A.V. Chapple and A. Pollard ed., The Letters of
Mrs. Gaskell, p. 109.
. Q
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the qualities which Mrs. Gaskell beiieVed distinguisheh

Lhe modern respectable woman.  Among the poor ¢classes, the
worklng mother and working daughter meant that educatigy as
training for 1life had all but completely disappeared, and
in the process of its disappearnce the poor women of the
ne% order were divested of competence and virtue.

Mrs. Gaskell was not an ldeologue and this made'hef
observations all the more valuable to her own and later
generatlons. Perhaps 1t also accounts for the fact thatq
she had no particular vision of woman's role in the future.

She simply recorded what she observed and urged a little

compassion.

o



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

This thesis has explored Mrs. Gaskell's ideas con-
cerning the respective claims of the old and new‘orders, or
the pre-industrialand industrial worlds, by examining her
views of the role of women in each.

The third chapter argued that/ié the old order the
. lives Bf‘women were richly infegrated in their domestic,
soclal, political, and economic aspects, and for this reason
there existed a symbiotic relatlonship between the qualities
which characteriied a virtuous woman - competenbe and refinement
as in the case of respectable women,‘or competence and domestic
virtue as in thebcase of the women of the lower orders. An ~
impértant factor which made this virtue possible for women in
the o0ld order was the stress on duty and responsibility. |
Individuals had duties and responsibilities which Qere dis-
tinctive to their sex and station in life3 and Mrs. Gaskell
believed that this afforded all members of soclety, especially
women, the opportunity to expefience the dignity which accompanied
the proﬁer fulfillment of a social role. This stress on duty
fesulted in the frequent interaction between the different
orders 1in society; and in this sphere Mrs., Gaskell believed
women of the old ordqp played a most effective role of con-

siderable social, political, .and economic importance.

114
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This Interaction hytween the diffefent orders 1In soclety gavc
the old soclal order a distinctly human and Christian tonc
in which there existed a quality of benevolence and "kindness
(somewhat dictatorial).”l

Complementing the duties which accompanied one's sex
and station in 1ife was the preparatory education and trqining.
Mrs. Gaskell bLlicVLd that because women S role was clearly
defined.in the old order, the education and training which
they received as girls was functional andasensible. She
always valyed good training, a- reparatlion for "natural
duties", ove\the acquiiement of accomplisﬁments and languages,
and she belieYed that ih the?old‘society this order of edu-
cational priorities was devoutly regarded. ‘

The fourth chapter argued that in the Aew order the
lives of women became highly fragmented. Among the new middle
class, the traditional social functions of respectable women
were allocated to servants and"goverheﬁfes and this resulted
in the women's loss of competence. Because ghe respectable
women no longer had a genuine, meaningful social funcbion
and there@@ge no opportunity to demonstrate competence, they
lost the true refinemgnt which, 1n the ol:¢ ordier, had been
directly related to the proper executdlon o; their role. That

is, respectable women in the new order did not possess true

refinement because they had no genuine functions to fulfill.

™,

Y

lEliz Leth Gaskell, Cranford, p. 1.
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Thelr refinement was therefore false refihement, related only .
to the purpose ofrdispiny. In the case of poor workiu< women,
there was 4 complete atrophy of domestic compebence and vlrLue
as these women left thefr homes to seek pald employment. “In the
cases of both Pespectable and poor working women (n the new
order, the symbilotic relationship between competence and re-
finement, or competence and virtue, was broked.

Mrs. Gaskell believed that the atrophy of the concept
of daty and the rise in the belief 1in individual. rights and
self-interest did much to make womanl& Vireue an 1mpossibility
in the new order. Whereas in\the old order rdle and duty were
clearly defined, in the new order no such clarity was operative.
Whereas in the old order the strong had obligations towards
the weak, 1n the new order these obligations did not exist.
Rather, 1n the new order the appeal to individual rights ‘and
Se interest rendered this belief an anachronism and the
weak were left to fend for themselves Mrs. Gaskell saw this
new soclal doctrine as having great implications for one of
society's politicafly add economically weakest segmenfs -
women. It was her belief that the new order discarded and

eroded the conditions which had formerly enabled women to lead

dignified, virtuous lives.
Q

This erosion of traditional roles and duties in the new
order was accompanied by considerable confusion with regards
to the education and training of young girls. Respectable
women were subjected to all kinds of fads *n educationali |
\practice, but theleonsensus wa that a young girl should be

transformed into-a 'lady' by receiving an educatiord of
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‘ccomplishments. This highly decorative but useless education
was what, in Mrs. Gaskell'e'mind, characterized the respectable
woman in the new order. Poor working women, she believed,
were distinguished by thelr utter lack of anything resembling
education or training.

Although Mrs. Gaskell stated in her preface to Mary
Barton that she knew "nothing of Political Economy”,l she
did not hesitate to make value -judgements about 1life in the
new order as compred to life in 4£E~01d order, and in doing
made a political'statement.» In her view, industrialism had

. primarily negative implications for the role of women, and
Tin saying this she was makiﬁg a value judgement about industrial
society as a whole. 1In maintaining this view about what we
today know as tee Inddftrial Revolution; Mrs. Gaskell represents
one historical interpretation of the nature and effects of

industrialism in England.

Regarding the Industrial Revolutlon, its nature and
impact on society, there;were two schools of thought during‘
Mrs. Gaskell's lifetime, as indeed there are today. One view,
more simply referred to as the view of the 'pessimists' is
that the Industrial Revolution was a great catastrophe for the

labouring poor and that thelr standard of living declined

Balancing this view is the view of the 'optimists', which

lElizabeth Gaskell, Mary Barton, (Penguin Books,
1972), p. 38. .
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asserts that industrialization improved the lot of the common

_Jnan by raising his standard of liying and dellivering him from
the 1ndignities of feudal life. These conflicting views are
both concerned with the short te;m effects of the Industrial
_Revolution, for the long term effects have certainly been |
beneficial to working people in terms of an improved standard
of living and lncreased materiél‘prosperity It is the con-
flicting views of the short térm effects wH“Eﬁ’/according to-
E.P. Thompson, have rendered the period or Khe Industrial
Revolution "an academic battlefield nl )

The most recent or£hodoxy is that of the 'optimists'

and it was first proclaimed in this century by Sir*John Clapham

in his book Economic History of Modern Britain £1927). Later

advocates of this view have been Professor F.A. Hayek in his

book Capitalism and the Historians (1954), and Professor

T.S..Ashton. By means of quantitative evidence with regard

to real wages, cost-of-living, material prosperity, and con-
sumption figures, the 'optimists' put forth their case that
the Industrial Revolutioniwas largely beneficial to the
labouring poor and soclety as a whole. But recent re-examina-
tion of such evidence leads historiéns such as E.J. Hobsbawm
to conclude that "the evidence is thus not at %;l favourable

to the 'optimistic' view'f2 simply because

E P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working “lass
(Harmondsworth Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1968), p. 87.

2E J. Hobsbawm, Labouving Men (London: Weidenfeld and
Nicolson, 1972), p. 87. ) v
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1t 1s now generally realized that
the statistical basis of Clapham's
conclusions is too weak to bear its
welght; especially as the argument
for the period 1815-40 odd turns
largely on the question whether the
curve of the cost-of-living sloped="
downwards more steeply than that

of money-wages, it. being admitted
that both tended to fall. Clearly
in extreme cases, €g., when prices
fall and wages rise or the other
way round, even a thin index may

be reliable. 1In this case, however,
the possibilities of error ‘are much
greater. .

There are other factors which weaken the 'optimists'
argument. For example, there is not sufficient data to prove
that unemployment was not a severe problem, while there exists

}
many accounts by contemporaries suggesting that i1t was. An

o

excellent example of a contemporary of the nineteenth century
"safely" asserting that unemployment was sev ive is Henry

Mayhew in his work London Labour and the London Poor (1862),

where he states that

estimating the working classes as being
between four and five million in number
T think we may saf®ly assert ... that
there 1s barely sufficient work for
the regular employment of half our
‘labourers, so that only 1,500,000 are
fully and constantly employed, while
1,500,000 more are employed only half
their time, and the remaining 1,500,000
. wholly unemployed, obtaining a day's

-~ » work occasionally by the displacement

of some of the others.§

Thus the 'optimists' view of the Industrial Revolution

11p1d., p. 67.

2Henfy Mayhew, Londgn Labour and the London Poor,
(London: Frank Cass and Co. Ltd., 1967), p. 360-5.
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nas been rigorously'challenged and,found:kanting, and its
fifty-year sojourn in academic circles has rendered it no
longer radical 1in nature. As E.P. Thompson observes, the
new orthodoxy is now, in its turn, growing old and entneﬁbhed
in most of the academic centres,.so 1t becomes open to challenge (

in its turn.? Indeed; historians such as Peter Laslett in

his book, The World We Have Lost (1965), have emphatically

restated the view that the Industrial Revolution was catastrophic
in 1ts effects on the lives of the labouring poor.,

It 1s ironic that the 'optimists! interpretation of
the Industrial Revolution is being refuted by the quantitativ

methodology by which they support their argument. Like the

.,\‘,

quantitative historians of the 'optimist? school, Laslett
makes use of data from historical records, some of which is
Judged to be just as scanty and questionable as that which

the 'optimists' employ, but he uses it to assert the Opposite
point of view. Surely the lesson here is that the .quality

of life 1is. not something which can be measured in wage levels
and consumption patterns. It is this belief, which has gained
ascendency in the second half of the twentieth century, which
makes Mrs. Gaskell's perception of industrialism and 1its
effects on society €xtremely important. Although she witnessed
the poverty and suiféring of the labouring classes and sympa-

thized with them, she be‘ieved that their real 1loss was a spiritual

5. p. Thompson The Making of the English Working
Class, p. 214.

/
|
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one and this was the loss she mourned most deeply. This same
belief 1is articulated by E.P. Thompson in his book, The Making

of the English Working Class (1963):

the most better conflicts of these
years turned on issues which are not
encompassed by cost-of-living series.
The issues which provoked the most
intensity of feellng were very often
ones in which such values as tradi-
tlonal customs, 'Justice', independence,
securlty, ... were at stake .... The
classic exploitive relationship of
The Industrial Revolution is depersona-
lized, in the sense that no lingering
obligations or mutuality - of~“pater-
nalism or deference ... - are admitted.
There is no whisper of the”'just price?',
of of a wage justified 1in relation to
social or moral sanctions 1

The re-affirmation of the 'bessimist' interpretation
of the Industrial Revolution by such historians as E.P. fhompson,
E.J. Hobsbawm, and Péter Laslett restores to prominence some
earlier historians of this century sﬁch as ARnold Toynbee and
J.L. and Barbara Hammond. It also results in the works of
the traditionalist social radicals of the nineteenthvcentury,
such as Thomas Carlyle, John Ruskin, George Eliot, and Charles
Kingsley'having.greater sigriificance and importgncé than ever
before,. for as E.P. Thompson observes,

we are not at the end of social
evolution ourselves. In some of the
lost causes of the people of the

Industrial Revolution we may discover
insights into social evils which we

- l1pia., p. 202,
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we have yet to cure. Moreover,
the greater part of the world

today is still undergoing problems

o' industrialization.... Causes

which were lost in England might,

in Asla or Africa, yet be won.

Having outlined the conflicting interpretations of
the Industrial Revolution, it is abundantly clear to which
school of thought Mrs. Gaskell belongs. What remailns to be
ascertained 1s the adequacy of her account as compared'to that
of other writers of the classical school, - and to what extent
her observations are a valuable contribution to the history
of the perilod.

Fundamental to Mrs. Gaskell's perception of the period
is the belief that the emerging society was distinctly Qifferent
and separate from the old traditional society of the eighteenth
century, and that this fact necessitated a dichotomous his-
torical view. For her fhis finds expression in her concept
of the o0ld and new order. This -belief was shared by other
intellectuals of her day, the titles of whose works reflect

this sense of the old as oppcsed to the radically new, hence,

Thomas Carlyle's Past and Present, Matthew Arnold's Culture

and Anarchy, and John Ruskin's concept of the "organic" and

'

'"mechanical" socletles as representing two ahtithical kinds

.

of social experience. Industrialization was conceived of as

'a,change that was so radical and far-reaching in its implicétions

1

that the pfé-industrial soclety immediately became history.

— s .
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Inherent 1in Mrs. Gaskell's view of the old and new

order was the belief that the old order was a superior social
.system. There is ampde literature in the nineteenﬁh and
twentleth centuries to demonstrate that Mrs. Gaskeli was not
alone 1in this belief. Such works as Dickens' Hard Times ,

(1854), Carlyle's Past and Present (1843), Kingsley's Alton

Locke (1850), and George Eliot's Adam Bede (185§) and Felix
Holt (1866) all decry life in the new order, or dostalgically
call forth bucolic scenes of pre—industrial England as
testimony of all that had been destroyed by industrialization
Thomas Hardy carries this tradition into the twentieth century

in such works as The Woodlanders (18877, Tess of the

&
D'Urbervilles (1891),‘and Jude the Obscure (1896). Therefore, j

Mrs. Gaskell does not want for good company in her conviction
that the old order, with its stress on tradition, custom, duty,
and place, was superior td:the new order which saw the break-
down of all these values.

In the abundance of books written abodt‘wqmen and
women writers, Mrs. Gaskell is frequently cited as an authdr
who givesffine literary descriptions of the liVes of women
in the nineteenth century, end one whose shrewd powers of
observation miss not one source of female Joy, anxiety, sadnees,
or frustration. It is as an Observer and recorder that. Mrs. ;
Gaskell is chiefly valued \igr it cannot be disputed that, /d

apart from her belief in Christian brotherhood and love, her

writing lacks a programmatic dimension. Although she experienced
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the transition from life in the old order to 1ife in an
industrial sociézy andfwitnessed the effects of this transi-
tion on other women's lives, and a%though she wrestled with
the dual roles of wife and artist;‘she still hesit.ted to
make any recommendations regarding women's role, other than
those sanctioned by the Victdrian society in which she lived.

If this absence of revolutionary recommendations is

a definite limitation to Mrs. Gaskell's over-all analysis

of the 'woman question', it 1s a liﬁipation which can be

viewed in an historical perspective. 1In her book, . A Literature

of Their Own (1977), Elaine Showalter argues that women's

writing can be divided intq three developmental phases, and
that in each successivé phase women writers address themselves
t6 the 'wohan question' in different Ways. The fifst phase
covers the period from 1840-1880 and is célled the 'Feminine!'
phase. The second rhase extends from 1880- 1920 and is termed
the 'Feminist' phase. The third and final phase is from 1920
to the present and Showalter calls this the 'Female' phase.
Theéé three phases are loose and overlapping but they éttempt
to structure in an historical manner ﬁhe evolving views of
women lboking at and writing about women.

_ The 'Feminine' phase, which extends from '1840-1880,
is thatlliterature,'Showalter contends, which 1is anlimitation
of the male tradition, and it is to this phase that Mrs. Gaskell
) %elongs 4According to Showalter the women writers. of this

LY

phase internalized the standards of the male tradition and in

¢
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doing so they copiled its characfers, plots, and values and ad-
vanced a Juétification for a male—doﬁinuted world. These
characteristics are very evident in much of Mrs. Gaskell's
writing. As mentioned 1in previous chapters, Mrs.'Gaskell
stresses in her literature and in her correspondence that
womén's sphere is the hohe and family, for these a;e her
"natural duties". In her lite®ature she does not hesitate
to instruct\her readers that 1t 1s a woman's duty to love
and obey her husband and that great satisfaction results from
bgiving this pﬁre, wifely love. Mrs. Gaskell reiterates again
and again that modesty, self-sacrifice, and)quiet submilssion
to male authority are the characteristics which a woman must
culti;ate, ana it 1is 1nrthe deveiopment of these qua “fes
that her true glory lies. This waé the accepéed viev of
woman's role in patriarchal Victorian‘society, and the rery
fact that Mrs. Gaskell numbered such traditionalists as
John Ruskin, Charles Kingsley, and Thomas Carlyle among her
friends testifies to her eloquence'in’asserting the»legitimacy
of a male-dominated world. |

Another éharacteristic of the 'Femihine' phase,
according to Showalter, 1s the 1nability of the women writers
to rid themselves of the guilt which writing professionally
enéendered. Literature was traditionally a masculine calling
and the writers of the 'Feminine' phase experienced great
angdish from engaging in something so unladylike. . To relieve

thls guilt and anguish, Showalter states that they made con-
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;stant attempts at atonement. For example, they gave thelr
p?ofessional earnings to charity, or like Mrs. Gaskell, they
often let theif husbands pocket their earnings, or again like
Mrs. Gaskell, they used their money to pay for family trips
or buy thelr families new homes. After the publication of
Ruth (1853), Mrs. Gaskell remarked, "I must be an improper
woman without knowing it."l This suggests that she was not
Secure about her professional ,status, and_the rancour which
followed the publication of her controversial novel, Ruth,
she’ interpreted not as an assault on her artistry, but on
her femininity.

With respect to Showalter's typology of'"Feminine,"
"Feminist", and "Female", it is the latter two phases in
which women writers overtlyhdeclarc‘dissatisfacticn with
women's status in society, and thus begin writing argumenta-
tively, and finally, in the "Femalé'phase,‘embark on a
Jjourney of self—discp&ery which aims at ldentity and psychic
integrity. In that Shohalter views the female literary
tradition in an evolutionary perspective, her ,typology
'aﬁtributes importance and significance to ali threc phases,
for each phase anticlpates that which follows it. It is
for this very reason that Mrs. Gaskell's analysis of women
in the pre-"Feminist" phase 1s so important. As Patricia

Thomson states in her book The Victorian Heroine (1956)

lJ A.V. Chapple and A. Pollard ed., The Letters of
Mrs. Gaskell p. 223. . -

Tw



In these earlier novels of the
Victorian age, we find that the

feminist impress, although falnter,

1s far more fascinating. It is

here that we can observe the in-

sidious bercolation, often against

the author's will, of the new .
ldeas that were beginning to under- .
mine the Victorian domestic 1dyl1.

It was not so easy, then, as it was

for authors, later, to decide on

which slde of the fence they would

sit, for the fence was only in the

process of construction.

Thus the lack of startling recommendations in Mrs.
Gaskell's work is historically explicable and, 1t might be
argued, 1s more than compensated for by the richness and
precision of detaill with which she documents her analysis.

As Patricla Thomson states, it renders these earlier novels

"far more fascinating." 1In exploring the 'woman question! .

in her day, Mrs. Gaskell wrote under no banners and marched

for no causes, and for this reason her analysis does Justice

to the complexity of the question rather than simplifying it.
One reason why Mrs. Gaskell's analysis is so

complex 1s that she Judged situations in terms of the indivi-

duals who were in them. She did not fall into the trap of

viewlng the sexes as stereotypes. She saw 1life as a relation-

'ship between living individuals and refused under any circum-

stances to think of mankind in the abstract terms of legal

stipulations, class, or gender. For example, much of Victorian

sbciety criticized the work of Florence Nightingale, as it

was so contrary to the accepted role of women. But Mrs. Gaskell

lPatricia Thonison, The Victorian Heroine (London:
Oxford University Press,_1956), p. 7.

W
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Issued full-hearted eupport and admiration to one whom she

regarded as a wonde: ., individual. Indeed, her one criticism
of Florence Nightinb » which she wr . to Emily Shaen in
October 1854, was that ”F does not care for individuals

but for the whole race as being God's creatures ... That

text always jarred against ne,'that "Who is my mother and

'my brethen?" - and there is just thao jar in F.N. to me.n!
Another example of Mrs. Gaskell's reluctance to approach
human probiems on anything other than an individual basis was
her perfunctory signing-of the Married Woman's Property Act
in 1856. She viewed it as being quite meaningless because,
in her opinion no human law could really prevent inequities‘
and bring about lasting reform. . | ‘

The point worthy of attention here is that while 1in
the latter half of the twentieth century women ring themselves
considerably closer to full soclal and legal equality tnan
ever before, many of the problems to which Mrs. Gaskell add-
ressed herself still remain unsolved. Mrs. Gaskell's belief
that women's "natural duties" must recQ;ve/TErst priority is
a be?TZf which today is sti]ll highly contentious among women.
Her belief that women can indeed perform men's work, as when

Miss Galindo becomes Mrs. Horner's clerk in My Lady Ludlow,

but that it only leads to confusion and hostility between
the sexes 1s a belief which .finds modern expression in the

sociological phase of 'sex role confusion'. In her novels

A Y

lJ A.V. Chapple and A. Pollard ed., The Letters of
Mrs. Gaskell, p. 317. '
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Mary.Barton and North and South, Mrg. Gaskell observes that
when a woman goes outside the home to work, she assumes 2
due; set of responsibilities where she formerly had only
eneL This is still a reality for many working women today. \\
S0 many of the problems which Mrs Gaskell observed, but for
which she could offer no real solutions, are problems for
.which individua., women today are sti11 Searching for answers.
50 1n this sense, Mrs. Gaskell's analysis for the 'woman
question' is profound, for the guestions which she rhetori-
cally wsks we have not yet been abie to answer.

| In the final analysis, Mrs. Gaskell's views about
women in the old and new orders constitute a political state-
ment. She was a product of the eighteenth century and so
she esteemed a clearly-defined, well-ordered society. 1In
Cranford, Miss Deborah Jenkyns; preference for Dr. Jehnson
— as compared with Captain Brown's liging for Mr. Boz - is
also Mrs. Gaskell's preference, and in the case of both
ladies it goes gEyond purely literary concerns. Mrs. Gaskell
believed that a soclety which defined rank and asssigned duty
offered some sefcurity to its members as well as the opportunity
‘to experience the dignity wh%ch accompanied the proper ful-
fillment of one's station in life” What one's station was
was not important, but rather that one did it honour. For
this reasons, although Mrs. Gaskell's female characters of
the old order do not lack eccentric, amusing qualities,
neither do they lack dignity and 1ntegrity Her female

characters of the new order, of which Clare Glbson, Fanny

‘
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Thornton, and Mary Barton are prime examples, T11t from one
anxlety to another and lack these deeper, tiner qualities.
For this reason thelr w-manhood is diminished. 4

Despite the fact that Mrs; Gaskell's aﬁalysis of

ihdustrialism and its effects on womén lacks'd‘prescriptive
dimension, and despite the fact that she was a middle class’
‘1ady who could only view industrialism as a force disruptive
to her own established values and way of 11fe, her observations
are-astute and therefore POssess value because they provide

posterity with one more record of "what man has done and thus
\ ,

what man is.”l . . e

>

lR.G. CoIlingwood, The Idea of History, (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1975), p. 10. a

e
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