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The University of Alberta Libraries is 
committed to cooperatively developing 

and incorporating more accurate, 
appropriate, and respectful subject 

headings into the cataloguing records 
within the ILS, and into the metadata 
applied to the institutional repository, 

archives, and locally digitized 
collections. 

UAL Decolonizing Description Working Group Final Report. 
http://bit.ly/2wvArQh
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Peel’s Prairie 
Provinces

- western Canadian 
history and the culture 
of the Canadian 
prairies

- images, texts, maps, 
newspapers

http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/index.html







● Comparing the MAIN LCSH headings with Peel
○ approx. 5,000 records identified
○ most common terms: Indians of North America (and variations), 

Off-reservation boarding schools, Indian women, Indian 
children, Cree Indians, Athapascan Indians, Chipewyan Indians

● Other vocabularies in use in Peel will need to 
be examined



Challenges ...
- Multiple vocabularies
- Less integration with other systems

 And opportunities ...
- Less integration with other systems
- Smaller collection, more hands-on
- Infrastructure enables contextualized review, feedback, and 

revision



“One task of decolonization is 
to replace the sameness of 
universality with the concepts 
of diversity, 
complementarities, flexibility, 
and equity or fundamental 
fairness”
Henderson, J. Y. (2000). Ayukpachi: Empowering Aboriginal thought. In 
M. Battiste (ed.), Reclaiming Indigenous Voice and Vision (248-278). 
Vancouver, British Columbia: UBC Press.



Thank You!

sharon.farnel@ualberta.ca


