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For much of the flfteenth century, most of the s 2t

’ -

.‘:natlve peoples of the Cuchumetan hlghlands of Guatemala

of Gumarcaah . By 1500 Qulche domlnatlon had dlmlnlshed
’ ) .u. .

“and Indlan groups 1n the Cuchumetanes had emerged ‘as’ smell

"eelf determlnlng natlons, Thexr herd—earned autonomy was*ﬁﬂfxf”ﬁfw

,not to last for very long.. After a. flve year perlod of 5?k ”Q5e§?T ¢

rm_:_conquest and subjugatlon, Spanlsh mllltary forces hed by* ;;‘f - ef

'i,'lSBO establlshed control over the lndlgenous comm}nltles'o_””‘

:Qof the Cuchumatan hlghlands as a mlnute part of one of
C »: . ‘ R \.»‘ R
7the most ambltlous 1mper1al de31gns 1n the hlstory of ,
jmanklnd 'ffL]f*gf.,VfL*,j.¢:],fjvf:;, ;l;f;‘*

” s ‘._'7,

Largely because of the reglon 8 physlcal 1solat10n,-k

”°7;[aﬁd its’ llmlted entrepreneurlal potentlal the Altos 4 ii
.l*:;Cuchumatanes never aroused the 1ntense 1nferest of the. "?
Spanlsh colonlal reslme;, Ecodomlc prOQPeCtS here Wére 1 3 ??
.yfs18n1f1c&ntly less attractlve than elsewhere 1n Guatemaié; v;f}?‘f} .
,:*1and were in no Q;yhcomparable to those whlch exlsted rn k |
'vﬂ~other better endowed areas of the Hlspanlchmerlcan reaim;j i; fff’ ﬁﬁ

However, the cultural lendscape of the Cuchumatan hlghlands :

_funderwent 1ﬂgortant changes as a consequence of the Spanlsh‘

".conquest,* R “",7 : ..~C,_¥ -‘Is.,’], - L



' ‘ Ttk
,'v1llages bullt aroung churches located An open valley

"from one of dlsperslon to one of nucleatlon,.congregac1ones

%served the double functlon of faC1l1tat1ng the conver31on

h}:than feudally 1nc11ned .coatrol of labour.was 1n1t1ally Of .it}fup
\.j7hrfgreaterulmportence then control of 1and., It Was not uﬂtll | T 77h51?
'i:ithe exp101tet10n of Indlen labour‘proved to be en unrelleble e
'j;source of weelth that meter1e11y~m1nded Span;ards turned to

”._the land es en alternatlve meens of support.“-Spenlsh

o, Through the pollcy of congregeexon, scores of ,
_\\g\~ - \

Indlen famllles moved elther voluntarllf'or 1nvoluntar11y

from thelr old homes in’ the mounteins to new towns and

floors. By alterlng the natlve pettefn of settlement°

'ffof the Indlans to Chrlstlanlty and creetlng centrallsed

v.w»A . : - N §

';hpools of labour Whlch the Spanlerds, through 1n5t1tUt1°n5n3m5ff "

:'*~'such as the encomlend@' the tasec16n de trlbutos, and the,

'“_frepartlmg_nto,'exp101ted 1n a verlety of weys Because

1Spenlsh nquerors and colonlsts were more entrepreneurlelly

N

“

.:_acihlsltlon of 1end in- the Cuchumatenes c01nc1ded closely
“.w1th e, perlod.of:economlc depresslon 1n Centrel Amerlce
rilestlng roughly from 1635 to 1720 : One of the prlnclpel
‘_gactors behlnd the seventeenth ’pntury depresslon end the
'°”net1ve work force whlch had decllned drestlcally 1n 81ze
7€slnce the eerly sixteenth century ’ Between 1520 and . 1670,  .f-:f]
 ‘"hE?Ind1en numbers 1n the Cuchumat&n highlends fell sharply as
}}e result of the lntroductlon by the European 1nveders of
.';Old World dlseeses to an immunologlcally defenseless netzve

X populet;on; The demogrephlc collepse of the Cuchumetﬁn

ateklng up of lend on the part of Spanlerds was e depleted iR

L 3

AJ

3



S reglons of Hlspani

.

G :
populatlon, a drOp of more than 90 per cent over a p!&lod

of 150 years, was as catastrophlc\as the extremlty and ';f

rapldlty of aborlglnal depopulation in other long settled

¢

£ America; In the devastatlng 1mpact

Ry

T of Old World dlsea es on the phy81olog1cally vulnerable

.' RSt

% 1nhab1tants of the New World lles e m&Jor explanatlon of

S

R

o i
"Vthe frustratlon and eventual dlslntegrntlon of Sp&nlsh

0- L " . E

1mper1al deslres.f&

' (oS . .A_f ;
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'7qltr1p back to Canada., I stayed for nearly three weeks,ﬁ

”‘-T,lful,land although moet lived a life of brutal and abJect

a

'V’Ea‘rly on th:'e' Imorni'n‘g of Jhne_ 2;5\ 197h I left the

’iMexlean town of San Crlstébal de las Casas and travelled

IR S .

ftsouth, for the flrst tlme, towards Guatemala. Havrng : ‘fg;‘

s

afcompleted the fleld research for my Master s the51s on f!_f

..( ,-

7vﬂﬁ31xteenth century Mexlco I planned merely to spend a. fewig

?-._-

'Vw;restful days 1n Guatemala before startlng the long ovarland

ftotaﬁly captlvated by the beauty and rlchness of all that

jffwas there.;_;:fitgff”fatfj N* \4

(S R

AT

‘ﬁilborder at La Me8111a, I was struck by the splendour of the

E

.'5Ji;country through whlch I was travelllng.r Though rugged and;r”
o broken, the landscape was lush and green, 8 pleasant changefil,.‘
tf:after the stark arldlty oﬂ\much\of hlghland Mexlco.i,?hes} -
:r:earth here seemed somehow m ‘g,irultful._ Vlllages looked
‘F'trcleaner, and the cornfleldsbrlslng up the steep mountaln

;slopes better cared for. The Indlans,_so consplcuous an '

0’

g ;element of the human populatlon, were certalqu more colour~d

| ‘:.}/_:"‘
'fipoverty Yet#they retained a sense Of dzgnlty and worth-',iflulr
”ifelt myself be1ng carrled off 1nto a world where euerythlng

}was'new_and-wherewsomethlng-speclal-was‘waltlnge-AAs‘the

.v‘.: vii‘. v‘ﬂ. ». R

Almost 1mmed1ately after cr0831ng the Guatemalan ff?gfff.l&

s et i i o -

ki bt T M

e aente




c 4

7 .bus rolled on'downethe;Seleguafvsliéy,*the'countrySide-

'becade»more.beaurifhl.hy'thevmiie;” Dayllght eventually.

'_'grew d1m behlnd the dlstant ranges of the Cuchumatén
C T

‘ hfmounualns._ nght ﬁell and I began to wonder.- By the,'jQ

vf?tlme I got off the bus 1n Huehuetenango I had made up

?‘ P
my mlnd, If ever the opportunlty presented 1tself I

' .\ v

{* would choose thls area as a focus fOr :oc?oral research.'

. 'These are the subjectlve, phenomenolo ”cal,orlglnseof -
fthls dlssertatlon.'v

Three years later, after a P rlod of falrly

flnten31Ve readlng and a more academlc formulatlon off/ L

' ”*fw_ldeas,'my 1nvest1gatlons began.& Research poss1b111t1es

3Iiff1n the geography of the Cuchumat&n hlghlands of Guatemala S

¥

'[Iproved to be endless, but I opted for the task of recon- *_I]

J .

"?IStructlng what happened to"the land and the people underdif

‘”JHSpanlsh colonlal rule.s ThlS orlentatlon nece351tated

?'vralong hours pourlng over the profuse archlval documentatlon.ﬂa'*h‘"

Duflng 1977 and 1978 I had three lengthy soJournségatherlns

/

o materlal 1n the Archlvo General de Centroamerlca, Guatemala 'j;f}T,F:

AT K

TClty, and in: the Archlvo General de Indlas, Sev111e, Spaln.hI,;TWi -

'Work in these archlves was exhaustlng yet exhllaratlng.:f;fff;;7}fy

. . : _ N y
o It could have gone on forever, but I Brought 1t to an

lwiarbltrary close on(May 5, 1978““ I then went on - 8 walklng

"j'tour through the remote parts of the Cuchumatanes I had

i‘never vlslted before In September 1978 I began wrltlng,_‘w~-
'7f1n18h1ng my flrst draft flfteen months 1ater. ;m'4J
The archlval and fl&ld research upon whlch the

,I dlssertatlon is bafed was made p0351ble by the flnanclal ;n'




o :
‘ 3

.support of Ahe Izaak Walton Klllam Memorlal Fund
' (

'Advancef,s udles The freedom and flexlblllty whl

| faqg anleé my, award from thls source w1ll always bl

."\

apprec1at? ’ _ \‘ ‘ .

. :i m}.y ‘The staff of the archrves in: both Guatemala Clty S

'-<and Sev1lle vere patlent and helpful 1n guldlng me throu;h;7

la;th; customary grow1ng palns of how to locate and request

_)the necessary dmcuments.< After my sweep through the f
'archlves, the work of‘many scholars prov1ded a cruclal
framework forblnterpretlng the Cuchumatén data, but it

“is 1mggrtant to. 31ngle<out the publlcatlons.of the Berkeley

'“[.ESchdél an§?the magnlflcent contrlbutlon of Murdo MacLeod hf7

At varlous stages 1n ertln& the dlssertatlon, I have ,1e

beneflted from the constructlve %FlthlJm of professors o

.'4

"h John Bergmann, Ollve chkason, Ruth Gruhn, and Dav1d Johnson

[\«’I am 1ndebted to Helen Phelan, Margaret Sommerv1lle,)and |

i George.Innes fdr thelr serv1ces ‘in typlng, cartography, anq'ati, f,t lr
| photo reproductlon resnectlvely.f To all the people 1n-"‘“““ 5 |
Gnatemala who at one tlme or another came to my a381stance
1n a myrlad of‘ways; l exnressAéybslncere appreclatlon. hf;fe
thank Joan for her companlonshlp and support;k‘H%nally,-lt:!flhﬂf”'
would llke to qentlon my mother and father, whose encourage;:’vk:*"-!

ment and sacrlflce,'at & cr1t1cal early age, 11e at the root

'7340f my 1nterest 1n learning.

oy
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"documents extant ‘for the Jurlsdlctlon known
dur1ng>colon1al txmes as the Audiencia de’
Guatemala, - ‘Some. work was. also done in the
sectlons denoted Patronato andiJustlcla.,'

-
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' And’whatvyduithought,ypu came for
‘Is only & shell, a husk of meaning
From which the purpose breaks only
_ .when;it'is-fulfil;e&'-.’f Sa
If at all. Either you had no purpose
‘Orvthespurppse‘is’béyond*the,end-you :
' figured R N SRR
And is altered in fulfilment. N
Joon o

5LT.SglEiiqt;‘Li{ﬁléﬂcia%ing;_‘»‘

= B - : . i

o
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. INTRODUCTION -

.Geography and hlstory £ill up the entlre S .4 ) ‘}(‘\
circumference of our perceptions: geography ' ,
'that of space, hlstory that .of time.

i;i. kant.

R N o e N

It is 1mp0581ble to dlsassoclate geographynand’
'_thlstory, the landscape is made up of thelrv

' synthe51s. Nature glves us ‘the" frame, but‘men,_

~.even in. their. most “humble: manlfestatlons, are .

. caught up in the currents of hlstory 4 Almost

;always the present can be explalned only by the
past. It ig by the 1ntegrat10n of history Anto
geography that one. attalns the very soul of a
coungry . ;;-gg v “C‘* ST o

b T 7 Jean Sermet

AT - : ‘.gf,fv
_Tlme present and tlme past o

- Are *both’ perhaps present in: tlme future,‘,'

q'And t1me future contalned in t1me past_

,fWhat mlght have Been, and what has been e
'ngOlnt to -one end whlch is. always present Sule e
u’ﬁplAnd the way up 1s the way down,ih

S ;The way forward 1s_the way back

- T S, Ellot (from Burnt Norton“n/"h
”-,and The. Dry Salvages, the: flrst
cand thlrd of Four Quartets)

Foo e

‘fﬁ;Thé’nis£br£caifrergpec.iﬁé*in'qebgrgphxefl“'”

Geography, th study of place and space, of land-‘c-~

T

llfe relatnonshlps,ifs a daverse fleld of learnlng.: Because

\«’.



11n agreement about what constltutes the prlnc1pal focus of
geographlcal 1nqu1ry.l The dlver81ty of geography 1s both

"ﬂhe d1801pllne s weakness and 1ts greatest strength for

L v 'y

'*dlver51ty max breed d1v1s1on and dlssent whlle szmultaneously

";promotlng at 1east the pOSSlblllty of exposure to a broader

-

.more eclectlc range of knowledge.

Wlthln geography there has been frequent debate aszyif

-to whether or not there 1s a. place ln the d1301p11ne fora :‘,f’“
hlstorlcal genetlc, or temporal modes of explanatlon.lt‘”

fNeglect or reeectlon of the tlme dlmen81on, and comment

L=

"7__explanat10n, have been most characterlstlc of geographers i
‘@whose studles empha81se spatlal relatlonshlps and vho
i argue that geography should focus predomlnantly on contemeik
“d'porary dlStrlbutlonS and 1nterrelatlonsh1psr' Thls'antr;zbﬁ"
si genetlc v1ewpo1nt‘is‘perhaps best summarlsed by the words

Areof Rlchard Hartshorne.; In hlB methodologlcal appralsal

hg;The Nature Of GeOgraphy, Hartshorne 1n 1939 noted that

'f some geographers 1n31st that 1n order to malntaln the,ﬁ

\ : (,\

'l;essentlal p01nt of v1ew of geography--the con81derat10n

”trof phenomena 1n thelr spatlal relatlons—-any con81derat10nh;;1d'

¢
L3

' 70f tlme relatlons must be secondary and merely supplemen-if

/

"fitary 2 Hartshorne was hlmself of the 0p1n10n "that wh;letf;?V'Tﬁ

';the 1nterpretat10n of 1nd1v1dual teatures 1n the geography?f

vbi .
Ve

"'~of 8 reglon w111 often requlre the student to reach back j;_fﬁ

3fjflnto the geography of past perlods, 1t is not necessary

-

that the geography of a' reglon be Studled in terms of



R

Ca g

o T

-“.historical7development"r3 Before and 51nce thetlnfluence
’of Hartshorne there has per31sted a body of oplnlon in
geography whlch holds that.whll emporal con81derat10ns
:lmay not be entlrely 1rrelevant gfxthe study of geography,;r;
:[they are, howevgr, of lesser slgnlflcance than the prlmary
-1concern of geography Wlth present day dlstrlbutlons and
:1nterrelat10nsh1ps. ‘ . i B

The V1ew of geography as prlmarlly the analy81s of

f::contemporary spatlal relat1onsh1ps has not gone unchallenged

“-:iThe year follow1ng the publlcatlon of Hartshorne s The Nature

[T

';5of Gquraphy, Carl Sauer, 1n hlB presldentlal address*de11Veredf

8

: to the Assoclatlon of Amerlcan Geographers ;asserted the v1ew
"xthat geography, 1n any of 1ts branches, must be a genetlc_
b'yscxence, that 1s, must account for orlglnh and processes

“Cr1t1c151ng Hartshorne for mlslnterpretlng the v1ews of the’ _f

' German géographer Alfred Hettn?é Sauer contlnued.ﬂ”',

The geographer cannot study houses and towns,‘p'
, ;flelds ‘and - factorles, a8 to their: where and ‘..o
- why without . -asking hlmself about their. orlglns;“”'f

S He cannot - treat “the: locallzatlon of activities -

 without know1ng ‘the. functlonlng of :the. culture,*”

.»‘the process ‘of. 11V1ng together of- the- group, '

- and he- cannot do this' except: by hlstorlcal

,g_reconstructlon “If the object is ‘to. define.
"~ - and understand human assoc1at10ns as areal Ll

‘]wgrowths,'we must f1nd out how they . came i

"~ to be. what they are'....: The quallty of

fr*;rpfif:ifunderstandlng sought is- that of ‘analysis’ of

* .origins and- processes.. The all- inclusive el
”,obJectlve is spatial dlfferentxatlon of" culture._;,i'
. Dealing with -man and ‘being genetlp in its o
Vvanaly81s, ‘the subject is. of necesslty concerned _
'»uw1th sequences in- t1me.5q_~ o R

ok ¥ B

'ddhs81nce the 19h0 presldentlal address, whlch was

regarded by Sauer hlmself as' 'a confesslon of the falth



kﬁf.potentlal"

n7‘fof the peraonalltles 1nvolved “Ha

-

o
. A‘
.

that ﬁas'stood-behind one's work“ 6 academlc support w1th1n
geography in favour of the necess1ty and 31gn1f1cance of

.vthe hlstorlcal perspectlve has grown cgn;:d;rably From

’a hlghly general p01nt of v1ew, Darby in 1953 clalmed thatgp}

. all geography is hlstorlcal geography,'elther actual or.
7 Other papers by Clark 1n l95h 8“Smlth in .
vlil965,:iand Harvey 1n 1967 all argued convmnc1ngly for
fvthe need to have hlstorlcai forms of explanatlon 1ncorporQ.a
B ated as a.rundamental strategy 1n geographlcar 1nqu1ry.

'aIn 1969, Baker, Butlln, Phllllps, and Prlnce stressed the S

utlllty of hlstorlcal geography" by emphatlcally statlng

> 5that "the geographlcal mosalc can only be fully understoodt

’w1th reference to the past" l; a way df thlnklng about ,; L

’:Jgeography 1ong upheld and advocated by Sauer.

In retrospect 1t 1s perhaps most frultful to v1ewbr -

the debate concernlng the relevance of the hlstorlcal perff_f

‘5@fspect1ve 1n geography b?\00n31derlng the p081t10n adopted

,by Dav1d Harvey 1n hlS ExPlanatlon in: GeQEraphy.w After ;;,

'Coutllnlng the controversy from both confllctlng p01nts of 1frfﬂ_

o

f];v1ew and notl g the emotlonal ra:?er than ratlonal reactlons ,f

vey. concludes that "tem-f

' ﬂ;1cal explanatlons 1n geography) are 1mportant 1n geography ’

'°31Ven ObJeCtlves 8-PPI‘Opr:Late for such modes" 12 Thus, s

'"'dependlns on the nature of the problem, a h15t°r1°al per-f5

u:spectlve may or may not be a. sultable approach to problem

\"Cyporal modes of explanatlon (usually called genetlc or hlstor—“f:“

vffand provlde a useful but not exclu91ve mode of approach,.. _,1'



ﬁ‘

reéolutionk‘ "No one thlng can explaln everythlng ‘ though

.o.everythlng caw~allum1nate somethlng s wrltes novellst ;

o 13

]‘fLawrence Durrell E Hlstorlcal phllosopher Patrlck Gardlner

.observes that "the world is one.v the~ways we use to talk }h;
'.rabout'lt; V&rlOUS».%?h The backward look'of hlstorlcal
'geography, therefore,’ls no. more than one of several
_ posslble ways of 1ook1ng at the world in an attemnt to

- 1nterpret and understand land llfe relatlonshlps as they

have unfolded and contlnue to unfold around us

"ThekNatureﬂoffHistoricalfGeogfabhy AR . ,b?’“;t‘“i'u

. Hlstorlcal geography, whlch may be essentlally -
fregarded as. the reconstructlon of past geographles and the.Ar

'.;study of prOcesses of geographlcal change through tlme, ;h

”occuples a rather perlpheral p051t10n w1th1n the dlsc1p11ne

'“-of geography as 8. wholes, Sauer 1n 1925 referred to hlstor—zﬁ I

2'”h;1cal geography as a:"dlfflcult and llttle touched fleld" lS

VH7F1fteen years 1ater, as. Pr851dent of the Amerlcan Assoc1atlon~V'

'"foOf Geographers he was stlll protestlng agalnst ther neglect

" 16,

. S ol
'.of hlstorlcal geography Although these early statements Lo

'3'have to be appreclated w1th1n certaln relevant contexts--'g;{ih.h'

KK}

' fthe flrst as part of a v1ewp01nt/wh1ch dld&much to dlmlnlsh h‘§7

-
v" =

.

'~'”the constralnlng 1nfluence of env1ronmental determlnlsm on

"ffitoday nelther 1nappropr1ate nor out of date

:?fAmerlcan geography, the second es a response to,'and refutatlon,e.

the dellberatlons of Hartshorne——Sauer s observatlons are‘”IM

Desplte the prodlglous scholarly achlevements of Sauer

‘”?hlmself lTand the academlc act1V1ty of such dlstlngulshed

,\‘ R c e T



8 practitiOners.as H.C. Darby, Peter Gerhard James J. Barsons,

ﬂand Cllfford T Smith hlstorlcal geography over the years

’1'has remalned on the perlphery of the dlsclpl}ne. In the

-

’zdeyes of one outslde observer, anthropologlst Robert Carmack -

i}
s

”» th18 81tuat10n may 51mply reflect 1ncrea51ngvspec1allsatlon
'ow1th1n geography and the predomlnant concern of most branches '
4-:of the d1s01p11ne w1th current natlonal 5001oeconom1c -

" 18’ ) =

;fproblems Alternately,‘accordlng to the thes1s of the

hCanadlan geographer Cole Harrls, it may stem from preoccu—'b

. g 0
“patlon w1th the present ecologlcal crISIS and empha51s

-

'1w1th1n geographlcal teachlng 1n the present day on technlque,
method and the cultlvatlon of theory over 1deas 19: Compared
aawlth recent developments 1n most other branches of the d1s— ‘
'*clpllne, hlstorlcal geography has been llttle touched by
.the p081t1v1st thlnklng and drlve towards quantlflcatlon
?1gwh1ch characterlsed.the 19605 and early 19705,'and has thus: =

tbeen spared many of the dlsruptlve excesses experlenced 1n;'

";yﬁother geographlcal quarters more exposed to, and 1nfluenced

- 85
\‘(_‘ .

“by the quantltatlve revolutlon
| ThlS 1s not to say that there 1s no place in hlstor—r5;3.

vfd-flcal geography for quantltatlve analy51s.h Alan Baker ‘1n a

Efflcollectlon of papers d allng Wlth progress 1n hlstorlcal

">ﬂ{fgeography, p01nts out that the research of many hlstorlcal

‘tergeographers 1nVOIVes famlliarity with quantitative technlquesajg

R ./_‘

HVThe also notes that hlstorlcal geographers are turnlng qulte

Z:vJexpllcltly towards behav1oural perceptual and theoret1ca1

a_con51deratlons for methodologlcal 1nsp1rat10n.;9 Hlstorlcal .



’concept of the cultural landscape , Sauer held that hlstor-;7

-

geography over the past two decades, howeVer has remalned

S

to a con31derable degree W1th1n a tradltlonal framework of

/

i

3

Jqualltatlve explanatlon 1n the face of an 1ncrea31ng quantl-g

pflcatlon of most. other branches of geography

W

l“Historical:Geographypand the cultural.Land3cape

5 DA '
\

\

Central to the study of hlstorlcal geography 1s the

0

\ i

1cal geography may be cons1dered as the serles of changes

°

_whlch cultural_landscapes have undergone 'and saw the study‘

fpast cultural landscapes"

fture groups 1n a contlnuous and mutable process

T hlstorlcal geography a’s 1nvolv1ng "the reconstructlon of:j'

“fThe cultural landscape, 1n whlch the act1v1ty of manfﬁ"

jg as, hav1ng an organlc quallty

;,,“Culture 1s the agent the natural area

. is the medlum, ‘the cultural” landscape '

.Y the result. ‘Under: the 1nf1uence of .a.
f;,glven culture, 1tself changlng through
g}ﬁtlme, the. landscape ‘undergoes- development

- passing through phases and probably i
;-'zreachlng ultlmately the: end of its:. cycle o
. of. development Wlth the 1ntroductlon

1s glven both formal and 1nformal expre581on, 1s there(gre

21 Sauer further contended that

o geography 1s base§ on the reallty of the unlon of phy51cal
fand cultural elements of the landscape ; the term,"landscape

:belng "the unlt concept of geography Whlch must be percelved

Accordlng to Sauer cul—_'

atural landscapes are shaped from natural landscapes by cul—‘.

: \ S

of ‘a dlfferent--that dsy.an allen-—culture,

e rejuvena;} n of the cultural ‘landscape
o ;sets in,- or new landscape 1s superlmposed
"jon remnants of an older one. A :

. v . ¢
! : .



»
L
"

essentlally dynamlc in nature and nust be V1ewed 1n the

‘o

_dimension of tlme Sauer clalms "We cannot form the-
.1dea of landscape except 1n terms of its- tlme relatlons

: as, well as of its space relatlons 2%ICASPects of tlme--_y
evolutlon, change,icontlnulty,'sequenCe or succe351onl—‘.
aredlmportant con51deratlonsL1n the contemplatlon of the
cultural landscape and are the substance of hlstdégcal cL

: geography | - .

;HiStorical Geographx_anleeographfcal‘Synthesis'-l(

A major feature of hlstorlcal geography over recent;4

-, years has been 1ts retentlon of what Cole Harrls has termed"

geographlcal synthe51s ; an approach to the study of geog—' fh
raphy characterlsed by personal emplrlcal Judge ent an' P

1nterest not so much 1n parts as 1n wholes, and a general '
S e

’phllosophlcal 1ncllnatlon towards a splrlt of 1ntellectual

t? flexlblllt§ Geographlcal synthesls _malntalns Harrls,~

".
r

.W1th 1ts empha51s on 1deas and 1nd1v1dual eclect1c1sm” was
formerly one of geography '8 strongest tradltlons : ThlS

synthe5131ng tradltlon Harrls contends, has decllned

N steadlly 1n 1mportance 31nce the late 19503 because of an

SR 1ncrea51ng commltment w1th1n geographlcal teachlng to ffd;fx‘

?sp_technlque and theory The decllne of geographlcal synthe51S-Fﬂ,7'

1s lamented by Harrls, but he notes w1th apprOVal 1ts con-i”@’i~'

B

b tlnued employment as a frultful means of 1nqu1ry by hlstor-;,;»f-f

1cal geographers and calls for 1ts re= establlshment through—;ijT

l Out the dlSClpllne.‘lg T




[

S, Over the ‘last fifteen years synthe51s S
A - in North American geography has beén T LT T
’ C largely the work of ‘historical geog~ N vt
raphers, Some of their studies have v T T b
been done in fear of new. technlques,- " SRR
and’ some: are not- very good, ‘but ~the
,best of them have been the work of \
men who- recognlsed the. scope. and B
1mportance of geographical synthe31s i'fjA'
S T qn geograph;cal synthesis, the e S
T llmlts of interests: and. understanding PR
' ' ‘usually arefset not by the naturewof - .- el
© the subject/but by the competence of. e
‘the scholar|.... Our understanding .
‘must rely“om our judgement, and. -if wea@ﬂﬁ’lgﬂf'f o B
;cultlvate theory ‘before. Judgement We o woe T
‘commit omurslelves all too- often to the - B N L
_endless cov81deratlon of method or the - I
. meticulous analy31s of tr1v1a'.;.u' Too.ff.j:‘L,ﬁ;
vlnpften 1n,g,ography3 scholarly competencezj_”( I S
has been low and studies upexcitingy but x g o
‘the task of geographlcal synthe51s is : IR I S
. now more 1mportant than‘ever: ... “‘One .
f“mlght expect geography to be. mov1ng to.
, the centre of the modern unlver31ty and
"~ some of . 1ts most. vital debate.; That )
"~ 'this has mnot’ happened reflects the fact.
. that our students-gre steeped in methods.-
*Vﬂrather thap in the ideas that can ‘stem’

: ‘::from wide- rang‘ng knowledge, whlle their:
. teacthers- seek_put spatial relations, that. T A
gfnare often as. unlmportant as-they ar?’ Y'thf R
.»41_1rrelevant to the: dlStlHCthe ‘task of v,‘z.';ﬂ. : =
‘g‘xgeography ‘In 1n51st1ng too" much on 31_.Eg‘?¥-ffﬁh”'f,;;
.~ general’ theory we eut ourselves Off L a e
~“from . synthe81s and 1ts partlcular hablts,.J“ R
ot mlnd I e B I U e

o T e

IR ,‘\'. R

One 1mportant "hablt of mlnd" encouraged by geograph—yfwe

”“ical synthESlS 1s the ablllty to construct a loose research

"ofdframework arounp a partlcular problem rather thanvconfront
IR R IE MR ‘
’Ethat problem w1th a formal r1g1d technlque and force a

¥ ‘ SR

prartlal analysls from unmanageable or>missing data.u This
teablllty 1s especlally cru01al 1n hlstorlcal geography 1n
’fthlew of the varlous dlfflcultles assoc1ated w1th the avall—»n37?‘

"Vrablllty of source materlals.. The dearth or complete absence oo




J

/

- ‘.)

of oonsistent representatlve data and the chance nature

of document surv;val thrOugh the ages , together with dlffl—

cultles in the ana1y31s and 1nterpretatlon of 1nformat10n,c
frequently impose - very f1n1te llmltatlons on the work of
'h51tor1cal geographers As Baker has observed " "In”

vpractlce, the: stndy of hlstorlcal geography is bedev1lled

}53' ».by toplcal spat1a1 and temporal 1acunae in the surviving

b§§. f; sourceé-‘ and consequently, "no study in hlstorlcal geog- -
'raphy‘can‘be better than the surv1v1ng sources will allow" 26__
kOr in the words of Clayton and Elﬁans " "The record of the

;past is sporadlc, the surv1val of 1nformat10n often haphazard".

"Studles in hlstorlcal geography may, therefore, be ultlmately

"data bound" In such’ 1nstances, frultful research is per-

N

haps best cdnducted w1th as flex1ble .an approach as p0351ble

\ E . : L " ‘.‘ R A s

_ﬁ&storicaiﬂGedgraphy andfthe‘Rractice.of Science
S ‘fLV~ SRR E
{‘ .

Ty f In addltlon to the retentlon of a rewardlng synth—

[CRNS

e
A
<

\»

&je5151 g tradltlon, the\best wrlters of hlstorlcal geography '
vtend to be 1ntellectually wary of the/assertlon that o
‘vsc1ence s or "the scientific’ method";ventalls detached,
impartial, orfobjective obServation.f_AnnevButtimer has o 'Q
jcondemned-thepnotionnthat modern geographicai.research'and
uteaching‘is "vaine;free",ana contehds thatyany individual's

‘cOnCeption of .geography "cannot behoonsidered_a_separate

~domain'ofvone's life but is ihflu%*¢@d:by.nany,personal,

‘ o L A . oL ' 2
cultural,'and polltlcal ’values' surroundlng that work". 8

, The myth of 301ence as absolute and. objectlve truth ‘as an

unprejudlced approach to the advancement of 1earn1ng, may

LS%



vslowlybbe dawn&hglon the‘acadenic world., It is nowhnot
‘only-widely_recggnisedithatdmany "sCientific".conefrncte

are foundedvaponfintuitivetfalth butqit ia.also apparent

that "scien{gsts", no matter how remote, 1mpersonal,'or : .
Olymp%an they may belleve themselVes to be, are-—llke -
everyone--lnfluenced to a. greater or lesser degree by phe

N _
’sort of thlngs they study or come 1n ‘contact w1th.29,

Harvey comments‘\ "At some stage or other explanatory form

\\5

\ ‘
N has to be brought 1nto contact wlth experience 30” Values,

' therefore, cannot ultlmately be divorced from facts 3
Thus a productlve Q&ﬁyre strategy in the pursult of knowledge
imay p0351bly be, as Harvey has advocated not the SC1ent1—

. eation }of SOCial-sclence, but the socialisation" of natural
,SCience.32 Or, if Harvey 5 dellberatlons seem unacceptable,
at least the fosterlng of 8 more humanlstlc persua51on 1n_
all flelds of learnlng, such as the one favoured for geog-
‘raphy.by Y1-Fu Tuan.33 | \

In contrast.tohother'branches'of the discipiine;

A <

‘hlstordcal geography has.tended to operate w1th1n Sauer s
“broad deflnltlon of ‘sc1encp ‘as 31mply an.organised
process.of acqulrlng knowledge '3h~ Rather than commlt
»vthelr studles to a mythlcal object1v1ty, hlstorlcal geog—l

raphers have more often elected for the goal of balanced

*and 1mag1nat1ve scholarshlp based largely on éxperlence

,‘ .

and personal 1nterests Hlstorlcal geographers therefore,

glean 1nsp1rat10n and 1nformatlon from any source whlch

, contrlbutes towards an understandlng of place or helps."“



e B ‘ 12

more fully gb exblein why'manf%ehaves as'he does af a
" particuiar placec  A view of science not rlgld but flex—
1ble, not deflnltlve b§§ cond1t10na1 Inot absolute but
relatlve is the view of ﬁEIZ;ce 1mpllclt ‘in the work of

most hlstorlcal geographers Such a~v1ew ofISC1ence

4 reCOEnises;‘as‘GOethe,did, that thefe‘arelthings "accessible

and inaccessible"_to'humen knowledge,35‘and that there is
. ”o
a valld and 1mp0rtant non- materlal dlmen51on of reallty

Whlch may not y1eld to formal conventlbnal frames‘of o

lpvestlgation. The words of Saﬁervare>again appropniatef

A good deal of the méanlng of area lies
beyond scientific - reglmentatlon. The
best geography has never disregarded o
the esthetic qualities of landscape, to S
~ Which vwe know,no,approach other than the ' T
subjective. . Humboldt's "physiognomy" BN
" Banse's "soul", Volz's ' rhythm", Gradmann's - \\ '
"harmony" of landscape, all lie beyond SN
~science. These writers seem to have-
discovered a. symphonic quality- in, the
- contemPlation of the areal scene, pro=-
e ~ ceeding from a full novitiate in
4 scientific studies and yet apart there-
’,from To some, whatever is mystlcal is -
an abomination. Yet it is sigpificant
‘that there are others, and among them
some of the best, who believe, that
having observed widely and charted.
diligently, there yet remains a quality
of. undeTStandlng at ‘a higher plane thagp
may not be reduced to formal process,

’

ertlng more than flfty years ago, Sauer seems here .
to be Venglng on a phenomenologlcal V1ew of reallty only f”: ) _—
-recently 1n vogue in malnstream geographlcal thlnklng,‘and o

-expresses an eloquent recognltlon of the exlstence of "the

‘spirlt of place"worthyiof.Lawrence Durrell.37 ,The impdrtant,



;'}point, howerer is that this dlstlngulshed hlstorr;al
geographer was aware of. a. plane of refefFence, a level of
understandlng "beyond sc1ence in the strlctest sense of
the word | | .

With the-world and humankind today cOnfronted with
\,—-\__‘_

.problems of an - apparently plethorlc nature, with the sub-.
Jective quallty of human ex1stence threatened 1n every
iwcorner of the globe, it may seem myoplc to some, eveh per- -
'verse to. others, for a branch of geography to concern ﬁ‘
'1tse1f with. the study and reconstructlon of the past.

_Before the present qualltatlve condltlon of manklnd can

G

“be 1mproved however we must at least attempt to under-'
etand how and why thlngs came tone what they are -Further—‘
tmore, the past the present and the future must not be
pv1ewed as 1ndependent temporal realms but rather, must be:

seen as stages in a dlalectlcal contlnuum . In the words

£ .
N
[EY)

of Sauer
' - S j., o .
Retrospect and prospect are dlfferent
“ends of the same sequence.  Today. is
therefore but:a p01nt on a llne, the-
development of which may be reconstructed

. from its beginning- and the projectlon of '
thlch may be undertaken 1nto the future
++.d Knowledge of human ‘processes is
-attalnable only if the current . 51tuat10n
.,1s comprehended as a mov1ng p01nt ~.one
‘moment 1n an actlon that has beglnnlng
—and end 3 el :

Sauer s perspectlve here approaches the medltatlons of poet

'T-T:S. Eliot:



i years 1nclude J P Augelll, J. F. Bergmann,_D 'Brand

Tlme present and time" past _
‘ Are both - ‘perhaps preseént 1n3t1me future, _ :
- ¢ And time future contalned in tlme past';...39.

N

It also moves, as Harvey notes,»towards embraclng a phll—

o

osqphy of Belng and Becomlng worthy of Bergson and Heraclltus"?oA

and parallels dlrectly at least one aspect of the Marx1st

L
dlalectlc 1 But more 1mportant than the establlshment of

"a common p01nt of v1ew is the assertlon of the relevance,-

Justlflcatlon, and ultlmate nece881ty of hlstorlcal modes

¥

of explanatlon in geography. Only by knOW1ng about thepg”'

’

. past can we understand the present and 1nfluence the shape

, of the future e

“Historical Geography in'a~Middie Anerican cahtext‘

In terms of reglonal focus, the cultural realm knoun
as. Mlddle Amerlca—-Mexlco, Central Amerlca, and the West

Indles-—has attracted slgnlflcant attentlon from hlstorloal

-geographers. Of 31ngular merlt and 1mportance are- the con-'

‘e

Htrlbutlons of Carl Sauer,_whlch span a long and frultful

.jperlod of more than forty years.h dther hlstorlcal geog—j*

raphers 1nvolved in the study of Mlddle Amerlca over the' GRS

‘D; Lowenthal FLUW. McBryde, J J Parsons,‘D. Stanlslawskl,

h3

fand R C West Studles 1n the hlstorlcal geography of

f.leddle Amerlca, 1n conjunctlon wlth the WOrk of anthropol- '

T
i

poglsts, archaeologlsts and hlstorlans, therefore 1nd1cate

S

o a healthy academlc 1nterest 1n the fleld of Mlddle Amerlcan

;“research In splte of thls, however, 8 number of outstandlng'

SRR Sk e i o el

T a
EA
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rresearch needs still exiSt: In partlcular, there are 1acunae.
,1n our know edge‘and understandlng of events ano processes in
- certaln areas:durlng certain perlodsAof,tlme, This is especfl
tially,the'caselethhrespect to parts‘of highlaneruatemala; l
from the tlme of 1n1t1al Indian- Spanlsh contact 1n the early

51xteenth century untll the end of Spanlsh colonlal rule 1n
. , .

Central Amerlca in 1821
More than thlrty years ago, a group of archaeologlsts

'suggested that what was consplcuously lacklng 1n studles of

‘hlghland Guatemala were hlstorlcal reconstructlons of contact »
'and early colonlal culture.yh ThlS same view has more recently

' been expressed by the anthropologlst H.B. Nlcholson who maln-f:i“
talns that the research frontler in Mlddle Amerlcan studles s

may be 31gn1f1cantly advanced by undertaklng_"reconstructlve
9

,syntheses of, among other areas, parts of hlghland Guatemala .

._durlng late pre- Hlspanlc and early colonlal tlmes

- In(splte of some excellent syntheses
of .the history and culture of certaln
. "Mesoamerican llngulstlc groups:; ‘there
.. .are other 1mportant ‘groups whic¢h lack
'adequate coverage. . A partial list would .
S . includes trans-Mlchoacan West: Mex1co,.»~ .
" Central Mexican Nahua. speakers, Huaxtec,‘ 7',
. Zapotec, the Chiapas: groups; the highland R
" Guatemala groups:other than- the Pocomam ’
-especially Quiché," Cakch1quel Tzutuhil
Mam and some.of the Alta- Verapaz peOples"
For some of ‘these groups the: avallable

'A’--o-_

data is thin, but for others. they are ' . l_1ﬁ~§_}p}¥x

- relatively:abundant.: In- any -case, all
extant information should ‘be systematlcally
-7 compiled for each,:to produce the fullest ethno—‘
‘o hlstorlc reconstructlon poss1ble

'r’The need for hlstorlcal reconstructlons of parts of

.

hlghland Guatemala is perhaps strongest expressed by anthro—‘?e”'




.

. ' 3
¢ N
] .
. Voo [ I
Y

t

“ipologlst Robert Carmack who is of%the firm conv1ctlon that

"hlghland Guatemala is a reglon part1dularly rich in docu-
mentary source materlals,'and abjectly poor in blbllographlc

organlzatlon and reconstructlve syntheses h6 One part of

hlghland Guatemala in- need of such reconstructlve synthe51s

.experlence of th1s reglon has hltherto been largely unknown :

N

.tanes,'or Cuchumatan nghlands The contact and colonlal

('or speculatlve. The objectlve of the dlssertatlon whlch

.“

of". the Cuchumatanes from late pre- Hlspanlc tlmes untll the’

. EALE

end of Spanlsh colonlal rule in Central AmerlcaQ The dlsser—ﬂf

’llfe relatlonshlps and on the evolutlon of the Cuchumaten .

'culturel landscape The ultlmate goal of the dlssertatlon

':1500 and 1821

is to portray,'as comprehensxvely as avallable sources‘

Lpermlt the major land related features of the hlstorlcal

’

16

Cds the remote northwestern area knohn as the Altos Cuchuma—: o

o follows is to reconstruct aspects of the hlstorlcal geographyg::

‘tatlon fOcuses spec1f1cally on the; changlng nature of land— enllff'

:geography of thlS 1solated upland reglon between the years ;;;=(V.f
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space 1mp11es that. Jour consciousness moves '
ythrough this pattern as a traveller, arr1v1ng
and departing with each moment. The. yesterday
exists, as the city we left yesterday does
”ex1st The morrow exists, as several possible
goals exist for our tOmorrow - Nothlng is o .
'excluded JAlY is. - The actuallsed and .the - ' =
" non-actualised both exist. : S

Thomas Stearns Ellot and Carl Ortwin Sauer have more in

‘. common other than‘the fact that they were both born within
‘a year. of each other of immigrant f&mllles 1n Mlssourl durlng
_the late nlneteenth century

%OHéryey, "EXplanation";ng; eit};/p;'hl3.

hl '-,‘ . | T _

. Much of Sauer' s work in- hlstorlcal geography ,
t.reflects a consciousness of what Marx. and Engels.. 1dent1f1ed
~as the " dialectical process" . ' This is ot to say that

. Sauer was .a Marxist, merely that part of his' geographlcal
ethlnklng was dlalectlcally structured

_QZSéé*faothote_l7.

g v . e
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PART ONE.

-

THE CUCHUMATAN HIGHLANDS OF GUATEMALA‘

A GEOGRAPHICAL OUTLINE

P S B R T NS e L y A ) S B - A .
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.- 'CHAPTER ONE

\'“ - DHE REGIONAL SETTING

A LOS CUCHUMATANES

L Oh -cielo de mi Patria!l
'v;?\ Oh caros horizontes!
" Oh- azules altos montes,
- Oidme desde allfi!
La alma mfa os saluda,
Cumbres de la alta Slerra,
Murallas de ‘esta tierra
~Donde la luz yo vi!

o

~Juan Didguez

-IﬁtroduCtion.', o ‘lf _t'l . e B 4\;

The Cuchumatén hlghlands of Guatemala are the most‘e{

.ma551ve and spectacular non volcanlc reglon of all Central_

z

1Amer1ca. Lylng to the north of the Rio Cullco, and to the

e-north and west of the Rio Negro or Chlxoy, the Cuchumatanes-_- ’

form a falrly well deflned phy31ca1 unlt bordered on the.v
7_;7north by the sparsely settled troplcal lowlands of the.filgu
.ly?ﬁsumac1nta ba31n and to the west by the Mex1can state of :'
-1PCh1apas >The Cuehumatanes; W1th elevatlons ranglné from;"
'5:_500 to more than '3, 600 metres,;are eontalned w1th1n the .
.&sGuatemalan departments of Huehuetenango and Qulché and
comprlse some 15 per cent {apprexlmately 16 350 square‘ ;

kllometres) of the nat1onal terrltory of the Central

Amerlcan republlc (see Map 1)

) .
L e e Ly



MAP 1 ,

THE CUCHUMATAN HIGHLANDS GUATEMALA THE INTERNATIONAL _
NATIONAL AND REGIONAL CEOGRAPHICAL SETTINC R
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"hlghlands (see Map 2 and’ Plate 1;
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' During the first two‘centurles of Spanish rule in

Guat%mala, the Cuchumatén country was part'of the, adminis-

tratlve d1V151on known as the correglmlento or alcaldia
. ) : e
mazor of Totonlcapan and Huehuetenango - This unlt‘lneluded

all of the present day department of TOtonicapén, most.of‘

Huehuetenango, the northern half of Qulche, the easternmost

i

portlon of Quezaltenango, and the Mot021nt1a area of the

Mex1can state of Chiapas. Towards ‘the end of the colonlale

]perlod the correglmlento or alcaldfa mayor of Toton1capan

and Huehuetenango was made afproylnc1a‘composed of two
Jurisdictions: the partido of Totonicapén and the partido

of Huehuetenango. The Jurisdiction referred to as the

'partldo of Huehuetenango corresponds in approx1mate terrl—

torlal extent to the reglon here de51gnated the Cuchumatén

D

a3
N e

"The. name-ncuchumatan" means "t@gﬁﬂwhlch was brought

_together by great force and is derlved from the compoundlng‘-

'of the Mam Indlan words cuchuJ (to 301n or unlte) and matan_

A

v(superlor force) ;‘ Another p0551ble derlvation may- be from

kY

the Nahuatl or Mex1can word kochmatlan, meanlng "place of

-~

the P&rrot'hunters v, 2 Regardless of;orlgln, the term“ B

- "Cuchumat&n" appears to be ‘an ancient one, and although S

more speclflcally assoc1ated wlth the communltles of Todos

_Santos and\ San Martin in the heart of the mountglns, the

Ay

.name broadly refera to the entlre upland -area ofdnorthwestern

: Guatemala.A The beauty of.thls remote*and,rugged country is

unforgettable, and has moéved to superlatives numerous

travellers and scholars, from Thomas'Gage'in the early }
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(showung the eight parish seats of the Partido de Huehuetenango and the relation of the Cuchumatén
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' SOURCE F. de Solano, Los Mayas del Slglo Xvii (Madrld Edlcmnes Cultura Huspanlca, 1974) P 96 ,
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The Corregimiento of Totonicapén‘and_Huehuetenango,
as depicted in the late seventeenth century by the"
Guatemalan chronicler Francisco Antonio de Fuentes
¥y Guzm&n in his Recordacién Florida. Most of the

important Cuchumat&n congregaciones  are represented.

Huehuetenango’is,lqcated-in~the-centré:o"theg
drawing. Distortion and incorrect configuration

‘are most conspicuous in the'bottdm_;ight“o:*north-

east corner. .
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seventeenth eentury3 to John Lloyd Stephens in the late
- L
1830s " and Ollver La Farge in the early l9305S Until

recently an 1nacce351ble~and &solated part'of hlghland

A
i

vGuatemala,ithe Cuchumatanes have an aesthetlc quallty of
landseape which 1s singular, splendld and. dlfflcult to
conngy in words, although the lines of Guatemalan poet

" Juan Dleguez, who sought pOlltlc&l refuge in- the Cuchu—

I3

: ‘matanes in the lShOs, evoke somethlng of the ethereal

Splendour of the reglon:

Oh heaven of my country3

Oh. prec1ous horizons!

Oh. high blue mountalns,
Hear me from over there!
My soul'greets'you
Peaks of the ngh Slerra
Keepers .of that land
Where I was at last awakened‘,..

- The Physical Background

Guatemala may be d1v1ded 1nto four dlstlnct phy51o-‘

graphlc tectonlc prov1nces (see_Map 3)‘wh1ch are summarised

below. o
N . x

4

} .tl) The Peten Lowland A low, denself forested‘plaln,.
tgenerally flat but Wlth occa81onal undulatlng topography,
the Peten Lowland has well developed karst features formed
A;on gently folded carbonates of Cretaceous ordTertlary age

| .»(II) The Central Amerlcan‘“Antlllean" Mountaln System.=
g Avrugged folded and faulted upland reglon thls mountaln

'system 1s the contlnuatlon in Guatemala of the plateau llke'

L

o S1erra de San Crlstébal of Mexlco which cuts roughly west

to east across northern Guatemala before descendlng 1nto :

A
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the Caribbean Sea to. form the Cayman Rldge The‘"Antlllean

range is d1V1ded 1nto two phy31cal sub unlts by the down-

cutting of the Rio Chlxoy. The Cuchumatanes lie to the.

west of ‘the river whlle a complex mountaln‘system which

’ -1ncludes the Verapaz hlghlands, lles to the east. .

(III) The Pacific Volcanlc Belt.’ A chaln of volcanlc

upeaks of Quaternary orlgln whlch rlses out of a dlssected

lateau of volcanlc ash, the Pa01f1c Volcanlc Belt crosses

N

southwestern and eastern Guatemala before p8851ng 1nto
. ( . . ‘

?Honduras El Salvador, Nlcaragua, and Costa Rlca fl' . o
(IV) The PaCIflC Coastal Plaln. A reglon of detrltus; ,
-shed. from volcanlc act1v1ty, thls tllted plaln stretches

:Tfrom the lower slopes of the volcanlc hlghlands to the

.’

JPac1f1c coast and in places reaches a wldth of some 80

kllometres.

n

- The preaomlnant tectonlc graln of. Guatemala trends
‘approxlmately west to east across the country:andlls charac-.r
’ﬁterlsed by a serles of parallel rldges and valleys belongrng

:r;to the. Central Amerlcan Mountaln System.ﬂ Two great fault

zones,voccupled by deen.and 1mpress1ve valleys, traversei_ 5‘yfht;kﬂ¢!

.Guatemala as arcs gently conVex to the south Known as\“.;;%”

'-the Chlxoy POlOCth and Motagua faults, these zones are,x

/

tlandward exten51ons of the Bartlett Fault System of the‘.

/

/

'Carlbbean Sea (see Map 3) The preclse age of the
P . L

Bartlett Fault System 18 an 1ssue of some controversy
. P o SRR

/

‘vamong geologlsts, but 1t may date from Mlocene or. Pllocene

5t1mes and has been subJect to much vert1ca1 and lateral

4

 _dlSpchement 31nce then., The Chlxoy—Polochlc fault, the
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;from Pennsylvanlan to Early Cretaceous tlmes, the Cuchumatén.‘

- 30

northern ax1s of the Bartlett System in Guatemala, separates

“largely crystalllne rocks to the south from sedlmentary rocks
f )
_to the north Geologlcally, the Chlxoy Polochlc fault may

- be con91dered the southernmost boundary of the Cuchumatanes

The oldest formatlons of the Cuchumatanes date back

‘.to*before the Perml&n Over»much of 1ts geologlcal hlstory,v

i

'reglon vas well below sea level. Consequently,AVast con—[{ﬂ

- tlnental dep051ts of shale and llmestone; some w1th magnlf-

1cent bands of f0351ls, are found throughout the Cuchumatanes
Salt water sprlngs are also present The Cretaceous perlod

was marked by the dep051tlon of thlck sequences of carbon-l

-~ ates anng a shallow shelf resultlng in the formatlon of

“}the 1mportant mlnerallsatlon of lead ;z1nc,_and s”lver in

.'3Late Tertlary upllft\along the Chlxoy Polochlc fault

the Chlantla area probably occurreﬁ durlng thls tl‘

the;proy llmestone' The great thlckness of thls accumula—

B tlon suggests that geosyncllnal sub81dence occurred durlng

:} most of the Cretaceous, Wthh was also characterlsed by
'”vlgorous local faultlng The Early Tertlary vas the tlme

.dof the maJor Laramlde orogeny whlch formed the structural‘:T'_‘.'.f._:.“.Q

-[features of the Cuchumatanes most recognlsable today.ii{i'i" S

B f The Chlxoy POlOchlc fault zone was. partlcularly actlve and

'lresulted 1n reJuvenatlon of the elevated landscape and
Lthe formatlon of the Cuchumatan hlghlands as they exlstIJTT

“iftoday The Quaternary volcanlsm of the hlghland reglon;y
_to the south of the Cuchumatanes led to the surfhce'

‘3depos1t10n of thlck pyroclastlc layers of pumlce and '
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. welded tuff espe01ally around Aguacatan ‘and Chlantla

’The Cuchumatan country therefore exhlblts a great geologl—

'cal dlver51ty It 1s Stlll 51gn1flcantly affected by major

geologlcal events such gs volcanlc eruptlons and movement
":valong the actlve Chlxoy Polochlc fault 9_
| Vlewed from the south the Cuchumatanes present a
,'formldable wall of parallel folds trendlng 1n a north west
dlrgctlon, upllfted along the Chlxoy Polochlc fault and
.y'gradually decrea51ng in. elevatlon northwards North of‘
’Chlantlf'the fractured front ranges rlse approxlmately '
'}lOOO metres along a steep scarp slope to an exten51ve |
carbonate plateau characterlsed by undulatlng karst |
.V‘topography. ThlS lofty paramo or altlplano surface,ﬁ
‘:known durlng the colonlal perlod as the Altos de Chlantla,

'1ls generally around 3000 metres 1n elevatlon, but 1n places

”t*reaches to almost 3800 metres.,yl

The entlre Cuchumatén péramo 1s rlddled wlth 81nk
nholes and other karst features. The dralnage system of

lthe plateau 1s predomlnantly subterranean., East flowlng

‘-\..

‘_tstreams dlscharge 1nto trlbutarles of the Rio Ch1xoy, sub-;-:f”

;»sequently dralnlng 1nto the Usumac1nta R1Ver and the Gulf

’*.of Mexlco West flowlng streams draln 1nto the Rio Selegua

wwhlch runs along a deep canyon near the southern edge of

'5fthe Cuchumatanes before 301n1ng w1th the Rio Cullco 1n

{;Mexlco to form the Rio Grande de Chlapasuv,@;¢

31

Several valleys 1n the Cuchumatanes contaln dlS- f'ﬁ]*y”

3 ]ftlnctlve ev1dence of glac1atlon,’ch1ef1y 1n the form of



ice-scoured rocks and morainic .debris. The most conspic-’

7 uous glacial features are a low terminal moraine and an _

associatedfarea of'outWash‘in‘a north-west-trending'valleylJ-{

'12 kllometres 1n length between.the communltles of San
..Sebastlan Huehuetenango and Todos Saagos.:iBehlnd the
moralne an 1nterm1ttent pond occuples a depre531on once
»fllled w1th 1ce."Scatteredvthroughout_theltlll—coveredu
*#alley.are remhaﬁtsfof ofﬁer'recessional'moraines' 7Lbopsf
of moralne, in thls and other nelghboarlng valleys, arkA
the . easternmost‘advance of anblcevcap of around 100 squarex
.'kllometres ‘in d1mens1on whlch.covered the hlghest parts.

,of the'éuchumatanes probably towards the end of the

Wlscons1n or Wurm glac1at10n some 10 000 25 000 years ago.';

Durlng the earller Plelstocene glaclatlons the Cuchumatan

reglon was not suff1c1ently upllfted to sustaln the cllmatlc

condltlons necessary for- the development and malntenance of

.ayan 1cef1eld.l;

LA

N

o Away from the bleak cold Cuchumatan 235352 eleva-’d'

‘“tlon decreases north and west to the humld, ralnforest

(//_

[Jreglon of the Usumac1nta b&Sln.: As holds true for all

| troplcal hlghland areas, fluctuatlons 1n altltude result

'-gdn an extreme varlatlon of cllmate, especlally temperature ]

Jfreglmes Thls, 1n turn,_leads to the exlstence of manlfold

35Etypes of vegetatlon and a marked dlver91ty 1n agrlcultural sff

'f]potentlal.r Stadelman and Reclnos lelde the Cuchumaténaﬁ*

E”'country 1nto four altltudlnal zones, each w1th 1ts own.r7"}'
1‘gdlstlnctlve_envxronmenta;*characterlat l, __.-;.‘

e
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s_(l) Tlerra Callente, or uarm land" . Thls zone
lles below 800 metres 1n elevatlon and has mean annual
.‘temperatures.of around 25"C It 1s characterlsed by
lush troplcal growth’and produces mahogany woods, bananas
‘cacao, and coffee | | .

(I1) T1erra Temleda, or "temperate land" . Thls zone.

'ranges from 800 metres Xo] around 1500 metres in elevatlon
and has mean annual temperatures of 17 C to 23 C. ‘It 1s“
;characterlsed by the gum produc1ng llquldamber tree and

'1s capable of supportlng coffee and sugar cane. Wheat"sj

.‘can also be cultlvated 1n the upper reaches of thls zone
R |

'from lSOO metres to sllghtly OVer 3000 metres in elevatlon_'

L4

'and has mean annual temperatures of lO C to 17 C, w1th

doccaslonal sub zero temperatures and resultant frosts

‘_1It is’ characterlsed by hardy”specles of plne, flr, oak

<

'*"and cedar, and may be used to ralse apples, potatoes

' "fand wheat The maJorlty of the cultlvated land of the

tlerra fria, howeverﬁ.ls farmed as m:.l;gal3 and is gsed

'~to grow malze, el santo maiz, the holy corn, -

(IV) Reglon Andlna, or: "Andean reglon Thls zone ,:{"

1°1s upward of 3000 metres 1n elevatlon and has mean annual

(III) Tlerra Fria or_ cold land" ThlS zone rangeS".

- 33

"-ftemperatures of below lO C wlth frequent sub zero tempera~vijf

:-"tures.~ Frosts are common and there are occasxonal snow

op 1urr1es durlng the cold season.l"" Generally uncultlvated, .

lijthe reglén andlna, especlally the Altos de Chlantla around

'YfLa Capallania and Chancol vare utlllsed prlmarlly as ffffrf-"

‘. W
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pastureland‘for shaap, and ware;highly prizéd‘as such
~during the colonial 'p'ei‘r.io‘d. I |
,ThrOughout.fhe Cdéhdmatanes‘twoJSeasons~prerail:
the rainy séasoa_aad’thabdry seaaonf. The:ralny season;
; or inviérho (wintar); boginé towards the mrddlelor,end-

of May,ahd'géﬁerally,lasts’untilLOCtobery A‘normal‘slr‘

ionfhoralny:seasonwwill usually’be‘intérrupted"at mid-

3 . . . . S . ‘° i N .
'season, sométime in Aﬁgust}_by a;oaniChla,.or”dry period,
.whichrmay.lasf as'longdaé tﬁo #eeksi“'During therrainy

season, convect1onal thunderstorms occur almost dally,

'for the most part 1n the 1ate afternoon.w Spells of heavy,"

;contlnuous raln 1ast1ng two or three days are also common,!y

B

‘ and zuchvtorrentlal downpours_may'cause roads and tralls‘v
”fo'waah oat ahd°éréatly bindér'aooess~andﬂooﬁﬁdnloatioor
v'lSevere hallirorms are rurther characterlstlc of hlgh o
jelavatlons and pose‘a danger to.cultlvatlon vThe yearly
'radns terﬁlnate in mostlparts of the Cuchumatanes by |
l'~early ﬁovember, when the dry aeasoa,‘orrverano (sumﬁer)

. B

”icommences“ Normally, 11ttle raln wlll then fall untll

“QHMay, when the cycle beglns agaln

) The Cuchumatén hlghlands ‘are- thus comprlsed of

'amany dlverse phy51ca1 env1ronments, from the bleak, cold

./_\

Jf 1nhosp1table 1ands of the Earamo around Paqulx and Chancol
to the lush tempaéfte valleys of the northwest and the L
dry’ thorny scrubland °f the Rio Negro around Sacapulas.'”;

ThlS phy81cal dlver31ty has been suc01nctly summarlsed by

Fe11x Webster McBryde';Q‘f'i

3l



An 1mmense fault block that rlses over'
1000 metres above the trough of the
Cuileco and Negro drainage basins, with
5 great escarpment forming the steep
M- face, the Altos Cuchumatanes
R most elevated mountain region
kerea in- Central America. Tt .is
?lly a massif of dolomites and
fnes in sharp contact with granlte,
king an extraordlnarlly rugged,
yﬁ”dlssected surface. -

Above the thorny chaparral and cactus .
the ‘warm,. dry canyon of the Rio Negro,
hlgher reaches of the mountains are
vered with pines and coarse grass., - S5till-
v-gher, ‘the smooth -undulant summit area of
Ehe Cuchumatanes .foggy, cool and moist the
year - round is covered with scattered
unipers, plnes and cypress, and with
olling meadows.15 = .

pe dlver51ty of the phy51cal geography of the

the human geography of the reglon

 The Humén‘ ckground

5 2 mllllon,'sllghtly under half of whom were cla551f1ed as .
"Indlan "L&danS . persons of m1xad Spanlsh and Indlan
g'descent comprlsed the majorlty of the remalnde,r.’1 dere‘

'”ﬁ:domlnantly Indlan communltles are located la gely w1th1n

P

the- hlghland reglon of the country atnjitztudes ranglng

vbetween lOOO and 2500 metres.' nghig d Guatemala, partlcu- o

,pﬂlarlx\tgekmldwestern hlghlands around Lake Atitl&n and the

.»Cuchumatan hlghlands of the northwest, may therefore be

”.regarded as Indlan Guatemala.; It 1s w1yh1n thls upland

"efnreglon that the hlghest concentratlons of Ind1an speaklng

‘hlghlands 1swmatched—by -an Lqual dlver31ty in

1 March 1973 Guatemala supported a populatlon of

35
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peoples in. Guatemala, some 23 language groups 1n all, are

- to be found ' o

" In 1973 the populatlon of the Cuchumatan hlghlands

»numbered .about oﬁe half mllllon, of whom 73 per cent or - -

I
t

-_roughly tiree out of four, were Indlans (see Table l)

The natlve peoples of the Cuchumatanes speak several
closely related languages belonglng to Mayan stock the

vmost 1mportant of whlbh are Mam, Jacalteca,'Chuj,vKanJobalg'

-

Aguacateca, Ix1l Qulche, and Uspanteca

4

Human settlement ig spread unevenly over the Cuchu—-'
matanes.~ Ladlno communltles occupy the southern marglns
of the reglon (Chlantla, Huehuetenango, and La Democrac1a)'

“and also predomlnate in the fertlle lands of the north and

"]‘west (Barlllas and Nenton) 'Predomlnantly Indlan commun-fv

3 - : Y-

1t1es occupy the hlgher, more remote, and agrlculturally

:less productlve terraln of the central and eastern Cuchu—

'i;matan country A Settlements plus surroundlng land arefvt

u“grouped-together to form mun1c1plos, small townshlp d1v1—_;ﬂi,f

b

'v,s1ons based on local ethnlc afflllatlons.- These townshlps"w

rtbare the most 51gn1f1cant culturalx‘

17 The Indlanwpeople of a munlclplo regard them- :

.°uemala.
'Hselves to be a dlstlnctlve ethnlc a53001at10n, dlfferlng _f“

Mff{even from the 1nhab1tants of 8 nelghbourlng munlclplo

'ﬁ'wwho may speak the same natlve language.r Tradltlonally,ﬂ }fV'd

e each mun1c1p10 has 1ts own rellglous and polltlcal

. J .
g organlsatlon 1ts own unlque and dlstlngulshable costume,f
"rfand 1ts own Roman Cathollc patron salnt. It 1s common

. -" S

nlts 1n hlghland Guat— A SeNE
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TABLE 1
. ?

- POPULATION OF THE bUCHUMATAn\HIGHLAND
_ i ‘ al
' GUATEMALA, MARCH 197§:

Ay 1973

[N . .

SOURCE: CENSO de GUATEMAL

c e

o . . Indian . Nop-Indian. Total | E
jMunicipio- .. . Population Popujation- Population®

230,402 - .
26,737 o L
7,486 L

19,999
S 124613 0
- 11,372 ¢ - ~
15,802 .
.13, 7k5
© . 6,526
14,756
- 1k,099
15,011 o -
5,900 .-
110,613 -
1k,459
~15,6327 1,
9,ls58"
35k
© 8,107

Huehuetenango : e T ¥ 4
.Chiantla R : ‘ . 8,212
. Malacatancito ‘ e C 1,874
" Cuilco L S : 10,091
Nentén . R f 95308
. _San Pedro Necta Lo .. 8,752 .
. Jacaltenango o ;15,161 -
" --Soloma S 1k, 126
- » Ixtahuackn . . = . S, 12,430
Santa. Barbara E ¢ 6,496
La Libertad - ‘ T © 3,53k
' La Democracia . . . - < 6,087
'San" Miguel Acatén = - - L 13,901
San Rafael 1a. Independencla : -“SQBHQ
- Todos Santos Cuchumat&n 9,195
.San ‘Juan Atitén S S T,81k
‘Santa’Eulalia S ,“lh”212__/,
San: Mateo Ixtatén o Ul 75h ; s
.Colotenango o . 9,133
'~ San Sebastidp Huehuetenango S T b2
'.Tectltan'”g o L : T2 l3l_f
.- Concepeién. .-~ S "“ﬁ,f' 7,220 3
“San: Juan Ixcoy.’ S »7;&76] o .. 8,032
San Antonio Huista SO SRR R 'F-J T LT 5,680 .
San Sebastlan Coatan R : 7,273 h2” S T,3160
Barillas '~ - v 22,967 .. ,»,5;278_-'4;'28,263 S
Aguacatén , - S 15,8750 % 2,613 . 18,492 .
San Rafael Petzal I Co2,588 0 o160 c2,Thg
. San Gaspar Txchil . . T I 3 060" 25 C 3,085
 Santisago Chlmaltenangotﬂ»;,"g’i 3,203 0 66 T3 069 R
 Santa Ana Huista. = Sl l h28~;. 3,324 0 b,755" T

"fChaJul U L s, 72h'?f‘1‘ 2,365 .- 18,092 -
S Cunéncono L e T T g »296 £>1 L I T (T
‘San J“““ Cotzal ' . . L. Tng 729 96T - 12,698 -
. Nebay U i e vt v25,092 ":- 2 155 . 2T,259 0
L ~Uspantan3‘:73‘.}  S 2555320 U9, B65 ..35,000 . ¢ -
7.’SaC&pul&8 ST e 18, k06 1 051;'? 16,458 - ¢

moman ’:,f1¥QfL‘ fl356.125ﬂ"§ﬁ 131,551 gﬁjh87 836¥7"

DI

RN For atatist1cal convenlence, the Cuchumatﬁn highlands are
”:aconszdered as constltut1ng the corporate area of the. entire 31
.munici ios. (townahlps) of the Department ‘of: Hueﬁhetenango plus: .
g -municipios of the Department of Qulché—-ChaJul Cunen, Cotzal
Q;NebaJ, Uspantﬁn, and Sacapulas Liee T
- 2Total population flsures 1nclude 160 people llsted 1n the
_census as: lgnorado - taken to mean’ thoae ‘known res1denta absent
'@from the ‘census’ area at the” tlme of the count.f*“‘K : Sl
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for the Indian to be attached to hlB munlclplo by an almost »

mystical sense of belonglng far stronger than the feelling
oﬁ*bg:;;\partfof_the republic of Guatemala. Anthropologist
Charles Wagley suggests that thls sense of belonglng may
stem from the munlclplo belng a contlnuatlon of the bas1c
s001etal-un1t of-preconquest society .18 Such is the case,
‘ for example, 1n parts of hlghland Chiapas where many natlved
commuhities re5ponded toschange in publiec pollcy so as to
reinforce thelr control of townshlp lands and consequently
endured as ethnlc entltles through the colonlal perlod to
modern tlmes, oftenﬂhlth slgnlflcant continuities in the1r

1nternal organlsatlon 19

All mun1c1p;os contaln a cabecera or: townsh1p centre'

thlCh bears the‘same name 8s. the mun1c1plo 1tself HThe'

cabecera is usually the hub of communlty llfe, whether the

‘.1nhab1tants of the mun1c1plo actually llve there or 1n e

‘surround1ng aldeas (v1llages) or caserlos (hamlets) Morph—

ologlcally, two maln types of mun1c1plo can be recognlsed

town nucleus (clustered settlement) mun1c1p;os and

: 50,
vacant—town (dlspersed seﬁﬁlement) mun1c1plos..0u Most

of the re51dents of "town nucleus mun1c1plos llvevln the
‘ cabecera and walk from their homes to outlylng flelds 1n’

norder to perform the labour essentlal for the malntenance

of agrlcultural holdings. Santiggo Chimaltenango is a .
good example of thls nucleated pattern of settlehent.a;

o .
In eontrast, famllles 11v1ng 1n .vecant:town municipios.

are rural based residing and working ih"the couhtryside

kand hav1ng occa31on to V181t the cabecera only 1£frequently.

i
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In such communities the townshlp centre may be of only

d

modest proportions and contain llttle else than a church
8 plaza or market place, and a few L&dan owned shops and
dwelllng houses - The majorlty-of the munlc;plos of the

\
: Cuchumatanes are. "vacant-town" mun1c1plos, a cla351c example

belng Todos Santos Cuchumat&n, described qulte approprlately
by Stadelman ko years ago as "a v1llage within a malzefleld" 22
Agrlcultural act1v1ty in the Cuchumatanes, as through-r
out all h1ghland Guatemala,'centres prlmarlly around the cul—
‘ tlvatlon of corn. Because of th deeply dlssected nature
.of much of the. Cuchumatan terraln and the ever 1ncrea51ng
pressure exerted by 8 - grow1ng populatlon on llmlted land
.resources, corn 1is frequently planted on steep hS -to 65
"slopes, close to. the 11m1t at which an agrlcultural worker !
can stand’ uprlght w1thout d1ff1culty.23 Some 166 dlfferent
varletles of malze have been recorded under cultlvatlon in -
lthe Cuchumatanes at altltudes ranglng from 1200 to 2750 |
‘metres.zh Corn lands above 2000 metres are generally
vplanted in February and March long before the flrst ralns.
fTh1s plantlng is known as the dry season plantlng (siembra
- de verano) Corn 1ands below 2000 metres are gemerally
h;dplanted in Aprll and May, shortly before or shortly after

3'the flrst ralns. Thls plantlng is known as the ralny R ‘\

'=season plantlng (slembra de 1nv1erno) The hlgher flelds

. planted durlng the 51embra de verano grow more slowly and

yield less than the lower flelds planted &urlng the 31embrav-

de.lnv1erno.25 There is a tremendous fluctuatlon throughout

the Cuchumatanes 1n corn ylelds Recently clear%f forest



iands, such as those of the northern‘Cuchumatan community
»va San‘Ramon,Eare capahle,of producing 100—200.153._of
shelled corn per cuerda (0.0& heetares), but poorer, con-
tinuously worked holdings may yield as littlesas 8-15 1bs’.
per cne}da;26‘ ‘ ; s A | ‘ ‘,
Beans and sqnash$are usually'cultivated in conjunc-
‘tlon with corn and the three together constitute the age- old
complex referred to by Er1c Wolf as "the Trlnlty of the
lmerlcan Indlan ?7 Throughout highland Guatemala_thls
staple plant-trdlogy‘has developed a synbioticdrelationship
in which the tall!maize stalk serves ss a“snppoft for the
'cldmbing and soil-enriching bean while SQuash,'a creeper
,w1th broad leaves, prov1des shade at ground level and thus
prevents excess1ve er0310n durlng the ralny season
In addltlon to the cultlvatlon of corn there 1s a

notable spec1allsatlon at the township-level in certain
grains, frults, and vegetables. Wheat is an important
cash crop in San Juan Ixcoy, Santa Enlalla, San Mateo
Ixtat&n, and Soloma,: w1th the finest quallty graln comxng
from San Mlguel Acatan and San Sebastlan Coatan .Aguacatan

1s noted for its garllc and onlons, Huehuetenango for 1ts

peaches, and Todos Santos for 1ts apples. The communltles

D'

of San Pedro Necta, Colotenango, and Cullco are famed for - i

thelr oranges. The Altos de Chlantla are more sulted than
i.any other part of the Cuchumatanes for grow1ng potatoes,
and the tlerra templada around Barlllas llkewlse for the

Q .
‘cultlvetlon'fo coffee.28 The: local agrlcultural speclalty

is usually taken,to‘market and sold. There, other'foodstuffs,

Mj;ff
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are'purchased: corn; beans, Squash, potatoes,‘chile,tsalt,
onions,end tomatoes; d few kilos of pahela (a low refihed
sugar)cfo&.sweetening:lefee; and perhaps some fish or“
‘meat, eaten at_most'oh;j onte a weeh or, 1ike:eggs, breed,
'and‘hOney, reserved for special'festive occasiohs{ The

. . ' : r .
moneyvobtained@by selling.specialty products at -market is
therefore used prlmarlly to buy ba81c prov1S1ons, partlcu—
\larly corn. I Consumed mostlylln the,form of thin, unsalted.
pancakes'known as tortilles,‘corn constitutes the mainstay
s'of the Guatemalendlndian dié£.29. | -

In addition'to'agriculture,-two other'land?related
ectiuities in parts of the Cuchumetahes,merit méntion:
sheep‘raising and'selt making. |

The upper elevatlons of the reglon have been tra-

dltlonally 1nvolved,w1th the ralslng of sheep 81nce early
colonlal tlmes, the flrst flocks hav1ng been drlven tof
'Guatemala'overland -fro‘m'Mexico.30 The 1964 Agrlcultural
Census of Guatemala recorded that the Department of Huehue-
'tenango supported almost 200 OOO head'of sheep 3ld Commun;v
.1t1es assoclated with sheep ralslng 1nclude San Mlguel |
'Acatanﬁ Santa Eulalla, Concepclon,fSan Juan Atltén,gsen 
| Sebastlan Coatan, Soloma, -and Todos Santos.3? ’Indlanﬁtv
;'sheep farmers generally operete at a smalllscaie wlth

33j In connectlon with aheep

' flocks of 15 to 25 sheep
ralslng, McBryde recorded Aguacatén, Chlantla,,Huehue—
tenango,‘and Santa Barbara as 1mportant local. wool weav1ng

-centres durlng the early l9h03, but noted that most of the .

Cow



Cuchumatén wool clip—-thenaas now--is bought'by itinerant

merchants and transported to the Qulche town of Momosten—

L
ango, the pr1nc1pal wool weav1ng centre of Guatemala 3

o Salt_maklng in the Cuchumatanes is carried out at
Eacapulas‘and San Mateo Ixtatan. Production methods are

9

fpr1m1t1Ve, 1nvolv1ng s1mply the evaporatlon by sun and
Aflre of brlny water leached from nearby mlneral sprlngs.
.Only small amounts of salt are obtalned from each evapora—

ti?)n_.35 _éacapulas-salt'is sold in round cakes and has

the'reputation‘of beingvan effective eye medicﬂne, although

the'Same salt, lacking'the v1tal 1od1ne component of the -
sea salt of the Pac1f1c cbast, was for many years the
prlnclpal ause of the hlgh 1nc1dence of g01tre in thls

36

‘ part of Guatemala. The sources of salt at Sacapulas

are the mlneral sprlngs scattered over a small plaln on
- A
the south bank of the Rio Negro or Chlxoy *Production
has decllned 1n.1mportance slnce the end of the rainy
-’fseason of 19&9 when the rlver, swollen by heavy ralns,

‘1deposlted thousands of tons of sand and rock on 1ts flood

plaln, -thus burylng and destroylng many salt produc1ng

°

'sprlngs.37_ At San Mateo Ixtatan, salt water is drawn from

d'wells controlled and operated by the town authorltles.38

” Aithough sheep ra1s1ng and salt worklng, along

oo

d.w1th some small~scale lead mining at Chlantla and 1nvolve- _

[‘ment 1n several communltles wlth the domestlc handlcraft ,'
,1ndustry, serve to complement agrlculture in varlous parts
of the Cuchumatanes, for the majorlty of famllles the 1and

-

,'fltself remains the focus of human act1v1ty For thesel
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people, everyday existence is rooted 1n an attachment to
the seasonal rhythm of the Cuchumat&n agrlcultural cycle g
‘(see Dlagram l) - |

Landholdlng within the townshlps of the Cuchumatan
hlghlands must be v1ewed in the context of natlonal patterns

_ , )

of ownershlp and dlstrlbutlon. The fundamental characterls-‘
tic of landholdlng in Guatemala in the present day 1s the
concentratlon of s1zeable amounts of cultlvable land in
,,the hands of 'a small and wealthy mlnorlty, whlle anilmpov-
‘erlshed but dlgnlfled peasant maJorlty, predomlnantly'
Indlan ekes out an’ exlstencé on a t1ny percentage of the
total natlonal farmland - Three beslc landholdlng unlts |
canvhe identified: flrst large- and medlum sized farms

It

'referred to as latlfundlos, whlch range in extent from .

around hS to over 900 hectares and whlch generally contaln .
‘the most fertlle agrlcultural land 1n Guatemala, second

modest Slngle famlly farms termed famlllares, whlch vary

in 31ze from seven to hS hectares, and thlrd, small frag-

.mented holdlngs known ‘asg’ mlnlfundlos, whlch are less than
(Yseven hectares 1n area and usually 1ack suff1c1ent resources
’ to sustaln a famlly ell year round 1n work and food 39

‘Wlthln the Cuchumatanes, the vast majorlty of landholders dd

fall 1nto the mlnlfundlo category and can be con31dered

"sub51stence farmers, or mlhlandlSt&S.&Q ;’”Hd“ul;'-kﬂ?'-\r
-‘f The amount of land actually held and operated asy\
a famlly un1t can vary conslderably from place to place,q

vIn a . study 1nvolv1ng 23 Cuchumat&n townshlps Ln l9h0

dStadelman found that the average famlly holdlng varled
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? DIAGRAM 1

THE ANNUAL CYCLE OF AGRICULTURE IN THJE CUCHUMATA
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Ls-
from"lOfB ecres.(h.s hectares) in Santiago'Chimaltenango:
‘to 2#7‘acres (l.l hectares) in Sen'Antonio hnista' ”The
" usual’ holdlng of a famlly of flVe persons was fd;nd to be‘
‘between three and s1x acres (1.2 to 2. 5 hectares) hl‘ Many
famllles therefore possess.amounts of land whlch cannot

.prov1de year round employment and whlch are unable ‘to meet

]-annual quslstence needs.hz Consequently,vthousands of .

'efmlnlfundlstas seek part tlme employment as wage labo;;ers

-‘(cuadrllleros)‘on the coffee, cotton, and sugar plan¥ations

- of" the Paclflc lowlands An order ta supplement the meagre :

1ncomes derlved from thelr ”wn?inSufficient,farm holdings.
The yearly ebb and flow of seasonal labour to and
'ﬂ:from the Pac1f1c lowlands constltutes one of the great

: 1gratlons of Guatemala.f It was estlmated that ' A

'some 200 000‘ eople, the maJorlty of them Indlans, were

'ilnvolved in" this mlgratlon in- the 19508, by the end of

*

umber had swollen to over 300 000 and_ln@d
| b3 Gon-

the 1960s thls,

'-hthe mid 1970s vas es 1mated at more than 500 000. > Com~

‘tracted to work chlefly on- coffee flncas for a dally wage S

X g R

”r}whlch 1n l97h rarely exceeded 75 cents,_cuadrllleros mofepx .

;“fpto the coast late in October at the beglnnlng of the cofféé?fiig

il{harvest and return to thelr hlghland homes usually in. SRR

'rfbffiJaﬁuarY.Or‘Fébruafysh§ The pllght of the mlgrant workers

lri?}of the Cuchumat&n communlty of Bantiago Chimaltenango.}_‘

:iwhere three quarters of those holdlng land ave less thant“:;h
gecessari for. -

”?f{the mlnlmum amount (three arable hectares)

’“:Vlndependent famlly exlstence, has been conclsely deplcted _

-




o noted that 1n the l930s seasonal mlgratlon was common 1n

The’ larger landholders in Chlmaltenango o
cannot supply enough work for their poorer: o
countrymen and in consideration of the '
limited terrains of the village, it'seems
doubt ful whether they will ever be qyle to

- do so. The coffee plantatlons, needing
large supplies of ﬂage labourers for a
short harvest, fill ‘in the gap. The time .
of the coffee harvest falls in the period

"when Chimaltecos. may leave their own fields; .

~thus they have an . opportunlty to augment

*°  their income by plantation labour with no -

- 8reat sllghtlng of ‘their own. fields. Unless
therefore, the present disparity of holdlngs
is made more equal by government decree or.
internal changes, the labour at the coffee,
plantatlons will remaln an 1mportant p&mt
of thelr economy :

‘f The man- land reletlonshlps uhlch compel the: people
of Sentlago Chlmaltenango to work several weeks or«months_’.
l;of each year as wage labourers for coastal flngueros are‘
.mlrrored in Indlan'communltles throughout the Cuchumatanes
‘As/early as 1913 the archaeologlst explorer Robert Burkltt L

‘ P

observed_at Nebaj an uncea81ng comlng and g01ng of labour

’contrEctors-and plantat1on agents gettlng out gangs of

16, -

':Indlans for-the Pa01flc coast"»' &mllarly, Stedelman
5‘Concep016n Soloma, San Idelfonso Ixtahuacén, and Todos :
’ESantos.ET; The practlce is: at 1east as w1despread and

Tficommonplace 1n the present day.yg Attached though he may

;be to hlS land and v1llage, and however unattractlve the 'f L

't*'suffocatlng heat of the lowlands may compare wlth hls cool

bvfmountaln home, the Indlan m1n1fundlsta throughout hlghlend

“”_11Guatemale 18 confronted wlth a altuatlon whlch leaves h1m jbj”’

'f{no alternatlve but to mlgrate for part of each year 1n 7 l

LN

(‘search of work.v' There 1s a8 rather strlklng resemblance

g




between this contemporary mlgratlon and the ones whloh
._occurred durlng pre Conquest and early colonlal tlmes when'\
lIndlans from the hlghlands vere requ1red to wprk in tﬁz
lowlands in order to meet the trabute demands placed upon
vthem for cacao.,s0
The unfawourable man land relatlonshlps whlch lle
'_behlnd seasonal mlgratlon to the P&c1flc lowland plantatlons f@
are not explaaned fully by the hlgh rates of populatlon
"growth Guatemala has experlenced durlng the twentleth
".century 51 The present man- land cr181S in Guatemala can
vonly be properly understood Uy looklng at landholdlng from. - -
'fa hlstorrcal perspectlve.’ One of fhe major features of :
the colonlal perlod in. Guatemala was the moderate success
of Indlan communltles 1n retalnlng parts of thelr ancestral
:lands, although encroachment at the hands of estate bulldlng
Spanlards was by no means unlmportant - Slgnlflcant attrltlon
r‘of Indian common lands began durlng post-colonlal times,
1':.part1cularly towards;&he end of the nlneteenth century.
| Followlng polltlcal 1ndependence from Spaln in 1821

'_Guatemala embarked on’ a land reform programme whlch was

t,de31gned to abollsh the collectlve system of Indlan land-'t

o ‘holdlng by sub d1v1d1ng ownershlp of the communal lands'

ffnamong townshlp 1nhab1tants.vaar10us attempts by the

'jnational gOVernment to force Indians to secure ind1v1dual
tatles to thelr lands met wlth no success.t Consequently,'
Y'Indlan communal holdlngs were often cla331f1ed by the -

” . Q

'fnGuatemalan government as unclalmed" land and fell 1nto ffh”

'-fT;the hands of Ladlnos much more famlllar wlth the legal




f some 100 000 acres of communal land to enterprlslng coffee

‘-vcommunal ownershlp of land 1n the Qulche communlty of

o “{Chlchlcastenango.53 Mannlng Nash, worklng durlng the

| R
t\ \ \

L N 2 \
aspects of landholdlng %egislatlon than their non- llterate
and 111 anformed Indian counterparts Around 1875, as the

coffee boom began to alter the economlc prospects of tha
country, more systematlc and concerted efforts were made.
by the Guatemalan government to reshape patterns of land-¢

‘holdlng The‘fate of thercommunal‘lands was sealed by the

=

X7

admlnlstratlon of Presldent Ruflno Barrlos whlch 1n 18
"ended the system of exactlng rents for the use of land

]
from townshlps as a whole, B system of rental collectlon

‘datlng back to early colonlal tlmes The Barrlo; admln:r
lvlstratlon also passed leglslatlon,requlrlng all 1nd1V1duals.
to demonstrate prlvate ownershlp of land by posse551ng
vlegal tltles, the old communlty tltle was s1mply no'longer
'recognlsed. Although leglslatlon governlng landholdlng
had ‘been- radlcally altered 1n the course of the nlneteenth
century;“the Indlan communltles most affected by the
-changes were’ not necessarllv made aware of them. Many
'v31mply contlnued to/operate thelr lands in much the same

fway as thelr forefathers. By 188h Indlan communltles

h‘throughout Guatemala may have lost legal possess1on of .

flngueros or ambltlous Ladlno smallholders capltallslng QA
520 U, ¢

the general 1gnorance of the Indlan.

Slnce the tlme of Barrlos there has been a steady
‘hlnd1v1dua11sat10n of Indlan landholdlng. Ruth Bunzel 'vip‘ ek

1.work1ng 1n the 19308, observed that there was no longer’




~_or for the collection of flrewood ‘was prlvstely owned.

kg
&

1950s, noted that all ‘jbut 15 per cent of the land within

the municipio of Cantel near Quezaltenengo, was 1nd1v1d-

-.nally owned.sh. For the Cuchumatén region, Wagley reported
-that all land in Santlago Chlmaltenango 1n the - 1930s, w1th

' the excaptlon of some 80 acres utlllsed as common pastgre,

i

55

- For the same tlme period, howeyer,‘Stadelmsnlnoted the

.followﬁng:

A few of the towns, such as Santa. Ana
Hulsta, Jacaltenango, Ixtahuacén, and
San- Antonlo Hulsta, are outstanding
examples of municipalities still

: posse851ng a . preponderant amount. of

+ land owned in common by the citizens.
San Miguel lands are in grest part
 Privately owned, only about one-third
belonging to the mun1c1pa11ty Cuilco,
San Juan Ixcoy, Soloma, Chimaltenango, R
Santa Eulalia, and Concepcidn. have - '

.~ almost entlrely dropped the system,

~while there is said to be no common
Dand. at all in-the munlclpalltles of

‘La Libertad, Colotenango, Nenton .and. '
La Democra01& In some of the’ v1llages
the change from- communal to private
~ownership is comparatively recent.56

&
.

‘:1 The concept of communal ownershlp of lsnd has

_.therefore been slow 1n dlsappear1ng Although the legsl

xﬂfstructure of landholdlng has altered radlcelly over the

y'

';past century, trad1t10nal attltudes towards lsnd tenure'

Stlll prevall 1n the conservat1Ve Indlan communltles of

-

*:the Cuchumatanes.v Land represents the centre of exlstence,
-Jhprov1des the roots of . famlly llfe, forms the ba81s of f,f -

1~:fcommun1ty SOCl&l structure, and 1s the source of b1tter'




It is perceived as belonging to "los antepasados", the

R

L

ancestors. Custom thereforefdietates.that‘land;should
not be sold butdbe,pasééd on from'father‘to‘son to'honour,
preserve, and continue'ancestral tradition.

In view of thé exlstence of such 1ntense ‘and deep—

rooted attachments,iit 1s not surpr151ng that many patterns

of rltu&l end ceremony accompany the annpal agrlcultural

’cycle The Indlan percelves the natural world as 1nhab1ted

o

by supernaturel belngs who demand hls constant respect 58
4:The ralslng of eorn ds of partlcular rellglo-ceremonlal
'51gn1ﬁ1cance throughout*hlghland Guatemala due’to"the
dependence of the Indlan peoples on malze as thelr staple
- food. ' Accordlng to the Popol Vuh, the Book of Counsel of
‘the ancient Qu10he Maya, "the created man" vas made by the
-:"forefathers" Tepeu and Gucumatz from corn and cornmeal

dough:

After that they began to talk about the
creatlon and the making of our first. _ v
mother and father: - of yellow corn and . =
of whlte corn they made their flesh L
of cornmeal dough: they made the arms
and legs ‘of ‘man. . Only- dough ‘of .cornmeal
went into- the flesh of our flrst fathers,
‘7the four men, ‘who were created 5 .

A varlety of rellglo ceremonlal rltes are assoclated

RN '-

wlth malze/cultlvatlon in Indlan townshlps throughout the
Cuchumatanes.j The plantlng of corn may be preceded by the

saylng of prayers and the burnlng of candles and copal for

P

"the proper germlnatlon of the seed. The harvest of the-f .
'ffrlpened graln may be accompanled by offerlns the blood of

‘8 sacrlflced rooster to the splrlt of the cornfieldt

e
kd

50



”,?as they have developed through tlme. ThlB w1ll be accom-,».ff

Prayers are also sald for the protectlon of the corn
agalnst attack by frost and for the grantlng of suff1c1ent
raln.' a8 Farge, in the 19305, recorded a fasc1nat1ng

rltual at Santa Eulalla

o ".In July when the green ears are

' rlpenlng, it is customary to play a

"~ eclay flute in the cornfields.  As o

“.this 1is Just before the beglnnlng of ",

& period of bad winds, not all -People b
do this, since blowing on the flute : ’
may bring the wind. It is said that
they play this mu51c to protect the o
fielad, "to look and see if there
-mlght be any animals" and that

"euando estan tocando asi el talil,

- va creciendo contento. el santo mafs ,
"When . they are. playlng the flute that 60d

way , the holy corn goes growlng happlly
. . -

The ex1stence of such rellglo ceremonlal act1v1t1es
"and the pattern of Indlan llfe in general 1nd1cate that -
aspects of Mayan culture stlll flourlsh 1n parts of the

o Cuchumdtan hlghlands. Desplte an eXposure over the past -

;hSO years to the powerful acculturatlng forces of western'
. v,»..w

‘soc1ety,_the Indlan remalns a consplcuous and apparently
A‘deurable element of the human 1andscape Hav1ng outllned ';«
’-the physlcal and cultural settlng of the Cuchumatanes

'1t is the purpose of the pages that follow to exam;ne :

varlous land-related aspects of Indlan llfe 1n the reglon

;.yfpllshed by reconstructing the cultural landscape of the '}\c:kf
Cuchumatén hlghlands durlnE the perlod of 1ts crltlcal e
ftAeVOlutlon from the eve °f the SPanlsh conquest in the
o‘;early slxteenth century to the end of colonlal rule 1n ”lfnil"”

’~_1821
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~ GHAPTER 'ONE: _NOTES

lInstltuto Geogr&flco Nacmonal Diccionafio ~ -

Geogréflco de Guatemala, (Guatemala Instituto Geogrlfico

Nacional, 1961-62), p. 112, \\'
¢ .
2J L. Arrlola, El Libro de las Geonimlas de ! S
Guatemala,A(Guatemala Semlnarlo de Integracién Soclal B : .
Guatemalteca, 1973), p. 103 - - . ¥ '
- £ T : _
v 3

T. Gage (ed. J.E.S. Thompson), Thomas Gage's . '

Travels in the New World, (Norman' -University of Oklahoma

Press, 1958), pp. 160- 167 ‘Gage crossed the Cuchumatanes -
in 1626 while travelling from Chiapas into Guatemala where
~he was to serve the Catholic Church for twelvé years. An
Engllshman by birth but a- Domlnlcan priest by calling,

Gage lived and worked among the Indians of Guatemala until’
his departure from the Spanish colonies and his return to
England in 1637. After returning home to England, where

he vehemently renounced the Catholic faith, Gage wrote a
valuable account of his experiences and impressions of the

New World. The "English American" had this to say .dbout
his brief stay at Chautlén (Chalchitén:) then a parcialidad
(ethnlc component) of- Aguacatén, an ‘Indian v1llage at the
southernoedge of the Cuchumatanes ”

i

" the excellent grapges which there I found

The next. day I got into. the road agaln,

and went to the 'last town of these

Cuchumatlanes called’ Chautlén, vhere I ,
stayed all that day and nlght and sent ' ~
before a letter to the Prior of Sacapulas o ‘

st my going thither the next day. 1In

—

Chautlén I was very kindly used by the
Indians, and‘llked the townp better for

««.. The next morning I made haste to be
gone, that I might come sooner to Sacapulas,

where I was to find those of m%ne own pro-

fession, with whom I knew I might stay and

rest a whole week if ‘I pleased. I had not
rid above three leagues, when 1 began to -
discover-at a low and deep bottom, a pleasant

‘and goodly valley laced with a river whose -~ |
‘waters receiving the glorious: brlghtness of L,
‘Phoebus' beams reverbperated up to the. top -

B

of,the mountain, a delightsome prospect to -

‘the beholders. The more I hastened to that

seeming Paradise, the more d1d the twinkling

‘and wanton stream invite me down the h111 euu e



o J.L. Stephens, Incidents of Travel in Central

- America, Chiapas and Yucatan, (New-Bruhswickr Rutgers
University Press, 1949), Vvol. 2, cn. XIII, pp. 185-200.
 Ptephens,. accompanied by the artist Frederick Catherwood,
travelled extensively throughout Yucatén, Chiapas, and
Central America in the mid-nineteenth century and was
favourably impressed with the natural beauty of the
Cuchum&tanes{ : S

N We descended to the valley, left the
' village on our right, crossed the spur,
‘and saw the end of our day's Journey,
_ the town of Huehuetenango, situated on
an extensive plain, with a mild climate,
[ luxuriant with tropical productions and ,
surrounded by immense mounteins. “ Before
i us was the.great Sierra Madre [the
Cuchumatanes], the natural bulwark of
Central Americe; the grandeur and mag-
nificence of . 'the vieyw vas disturbed
only by the distressing reflection that
we had to cross’it .,.. - Y

Stepheﬁs was particula?ly'takqn by the viilage'of Todés
Santos;: - ; . : '

As we descended the temperature became
milder. ,At'twelve\o'clock the immense
ravine opened into 'a rich valley a mile
in:width and in half an hour we reached
'the_village'of‘Todos'Santos.' On the
right, far below us, was & magnificent
table cultivated with corn and apple
~and peach trees covered with blossoms
and young fruit. We ‘had again reached
the tierras.templadas,'and in Europe or
North America the beauty of this miserable
[unkﬁowp,vil;age would be a theme for poetry.
y , . : ) : .

’

SO.‘L@‘Farge,ASanta Eulalia: ‘The'Religion of a
Cuchumatén Indian Tdwn, (Chicago: . The University of

Chicago Press, 19L7), P: v and p. 1. La Farge, ‘s pioneer- -

ing Middle American anthropologist, was, like Gage and
" Stephens before him, quite struck.with the splendour of
the Cuchumatanes: : - T '

. [Thel guardead, beautiful,- forgotten
6 country [of] the Heights of Cuchumatén

form an isolated region of high ridges

&nd precipitous valleys, hard to approach,

. hard to cross in' any direction, and, in

the main, high, cool, fertile, and beautiful

.beyond the possibility of expression.

>3
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‘ Tolimén, and Atitlén in the south, to Vo
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6$he eight stanz@s of Juan Dleguez poem To The

Cuchumatanes may be found in Chapter Three of Adrién

Recinos' Monografia del Departamento de Huehuetenango,
(Guatemala: Ministerio de Educacidn Piblica, l95h)
pp. 30-33. The same lines may also be- appropriately read
at the Mirador, or "viewpoint", some 13 kilometres to the
north of Chiantla near the summit of the’ steep scarp slope
of the Cuchumatanes. " Early on a bright clear morning,
this scenic vantage point gives a commanding view of the
splendours of highland Gueatemala, from Volc&n Tacané and
Volcén Tajumulco in the west, past Volcé§ES>Santa Marfa,
cdn Agua in the

east. .

7T H. Anderson, Geology of the San Sebastian
Huehuetenango Quadrangle, Guatemala, (University of Texas:
unpublished Ph.D. d;ssertatlon, 1969), p. 87.

8D.N._Blout, Geology of the Chiantla Qhadrangle,

‘Guatemala; (Louisiana State University: . unpublished Ph.D.

dissertation,}l967), p. 1. . : a

9Blout op. clt , Pp. 115 ff., contains & very
comprehensive account “of the geological history of north-
vestern Guatemala. Parts of the Cuchumatanes, including
the commuynities of Colotenango and Cuilco, were adversely
affected \by the eruption of Volcén Santa Marfa in 1902,
when volcanic ash and sand destroyed crops throughout
western Huehuetenango and caused several rivers to overflow.
The buchumatanes were also badly shaken, although less so
than 'the central and eastern parts of Guatemala) during
the ‘major earthquake of February L, 1976 which caused

‘w1despreed damage and disruption throughout the republlc

and claimed the llves of an estlmated 25, 000 30 000 "

~Guatemalans. - ¢

0 ‘
1 Blout op. cit. pp 107 provides a concise
treatment of the geomorphology of the Cuchumatén plateau

11 Anderson, op. cit), pp 137 ff'_presents inter-

‘esting information derived from verious field observatlons

concerning the glaciation of parts of the Cuchumatanes'
during late Wlscon81n tlmes.

12, tadelmen, "Maize Cultivation in Northwestern
Guatemala", Contributions to Ameriéan Anthropology and
History, (Was ington: Carnegie Institute of Washington,
Vol VI, Nos.| 30-3k, 19h0), pp 92 93; and Rec1nos, op. __t

85 88



‘on culture and ‘language rather than on physical or racial

American Anthropologist Vol 39, 1937, p. h32 )
' Throughout hlghland Guatemala Ladlnos are for the most part'”'-'vt'
:country51de are Indians. George McCutchen McBride, wrltlng_

‘cent of thé populatlon,of Guatemala; "Highland Guatemala
-and 1ts Maya Communltles , Geograph1cal Review, Vol. 32

55

13 Milpa is a term. generally understood to mean°land
devoted to growing corn, although in Guatemala it may be
employed to indicate any parcel of land which is under
cultivation. :

ll“John Lloyd Stephens, op. cit., p. 196 and his
artlst companion, Frederick Catherwood spent a chilly and
uncomfortable night on the Altos de Chlantla while travelling
across the Cuchumatanes en route to the ruins of Palenque,
Chiapas, in the late '1830s: :

. Toward morning, however, we wWere reminded .
of our elevated region. The ground was '
covered with a hoarfrost and water .was
frozen a quarter of an inch thick. Our
guide s.aid that this happened regularly
every night in the year when the atmosphere
was clear, It was the first ice we had
seen 1n the country.- c

(. - -,
- lSF W. McBryde, A Cultural and Hlstorlcal Geogr#phy .
of Southwestern Guatemala, (Washlngton. Smithsonian =
Institute of Social Anthropology, Publlcatlon No. b4, 19Ls5),
P 7. : -

16

The dlstlnctlon between Indlan and Ladino is based

characteristics. Anthropologlst Sol Tax has summarlsed the
distinction @s follows

Indi\fs speak ‘Indian languages, wear

Indiap costumes, have Indian surnames,

aQJ/Ilve like Indians. -A Ladino has a

Spanlsh surname and speaks Spanish as

a mother. tongue; he wears: European type

lothes,_wears shoes, lives in & holse

~with windows, is usually llterate, and

i has,'ln general a better standard of-

S - living than his -Indian nelghbour. None :
of these crlterla holds unlversally,, . ,
‘but on the basis of'all of them one can
usually make a safe Judg ment.

e S i A i s oo s 1 Sl bt e L e

("The Munlclplos of ‘the Mldwestern nghlands of Guatemala

town-dwellers while the majorlty of people living in the. B

in the early 1940s, con81dered Indiens as comprising 65 per
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1942, p, 253. Felix Webster McBryde, writing in the mid
1940s, estimated the Indian contingent at around 60 per

cent of the national population; McBryde, op. cit., p. 9.
Nathan Whetten, writing in the early 1960s but working from
the unreliable 1950 Census of Guatemala, notes .Indians as
comprising 54 per cent and-Ladinos L6 per cent of the
national population; Guatemala: The Land and the People,
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1961); p. L9, ‘Available
statistical evidence indicates that the Indian population

“has dwindled relative to its Ladino counterpart over the

past one hundred years or so, but this trengd derives more
from the changing criteria. employed in distinguishing those
categorised as "Indian" rather than from Bn absolute num-
erical decline. The  difficulty of ﬁopulation,estimatiOn
and Indien-Ladino classification is compounded by the,
unreliability of Guatemalam census information. Although .
the 1973 census recorded a national population of 5.2 y
million, Francis Gall of the Instituto Geogr&fico Nacional

believes that figure to .be underestimated by about one:

million, due chiefly to the lack of;cdmplete3penetration.

of remote rural areas by ‘census enumerstors and'unQer_

reporting by the Indians of their family sizes (Gall,
personal communication). Gall speculated that the present
population of Guatemala is ‘about 6.5 million, o

17Tax’ _O_Rﬁ cvito,‘pov hes-

—

L 'lBC{ Wagley, "The Maya of Nbrthvestern Guatema}a",
Handbook of Middle American Indians, Vol. T, (Austinzyf

» University'of»Texas_Press, 1969), p. 55.

, f%?g,A‘,Collier;=Fields'cf the Tzotzil:  The Ecolog-
ical Bases of Tradition in Highland Chiapas, (Austin and

©pp.h27-433.

Londbn:‘"University'of Texas Press, 1975), pp. 15 gnd‘lSY..‘
~McBryde, op. cit., p. 963=and,Tax, op. cit.,

2lc. Wagley, "Economics of a Guatemalan Village",

 Memoirs of the Ameri an Anthrbpological"Association,7No. 58,
©1941, pp. 9-10. . P R N

‘?QStadélman, gﬁ; eit., p: 101.
23, o
~"Stedelman, op. cit., p. 110.

N ehStadelman,_gg.véit., p. 112 and Plates 7 and 8,
facing p. 265; and Wagley 21969),‘23;;cit.,_p. 50,

jStadelmdn's-excellent,report, bgsed”on'extensive-and ]»‘
“thorough field work-in/the;Cuchumatanes.during'the late

1930s, remains the most comprehensive study of maize,

~cultivation in highland Guatemala.

SRt st hcn e e i
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Stadelman, op. cit., p. 1I3; and Wdgley (1969),
op. gcit., p. 50. S ‘

. 268tadelman, op. ¢cit., p. 117; and Récinos, op. cit},-
p. 192. . S o . : ' ’

@&
Py

. . . : . ) . ) N . :<
_ ’-?7E. Wolf, Sons of the Shaking,Earth,,(Chéfang
University of Chicago Press, 1959), p. 63.-

‘ B - ~t
nos., op. cit., pp. 192-193, ' .

29J.M; May and D.L. McLellan, The Etology of Mal-
itTion in Mexico andiCentral’America;'(NewﬂYork& afner
blishing Company, 1972), pp. 94-10k. Stadelman, -op. cit.,
(B. 93, states ‘that the "usual daily rationing of Tnaian corn
is about 2 1bs. per day for an adult, which is more than ‘
. sufficient to supply the ‘daily energy requirements as it
- has been ‘calculated to furnish some 3480 calories".. May -
-and’ McLellan, using datsa from the Instituto de Nutricién
de Centro América y Panamb, note that although "corn and
sugar.are available in adequate amounts", there is a
"level of deficiency in certain specific nutrients ... -
serious encugh to make malnutrition .a public health problem";
. they record 677,000 children of less than five years of age.
.suffering from varying degrees of malnutrition in Guatemala.’
O.H. Horst, "The Speéter'of“Death>invalGuatEmalan>Highland_
Community", The Geographical Review, Vol. 52, No. 2, 1967,
P. 16k, states that in Ostuncalco "it is probable that 20
per cent of ‘the children who die in this region do so =
because of complications arising out of starvation",

——

. i'v‘el 31Dirécci6n'Géheiﬁl de‘Estédfsticd;,CéﬁsobAggg-.Lx
.pecuari0‘196h,vTomq;I'I'(Quapemgla{‘.1969),,p, 2h2; :

. PRecincs
o PP. 95-991 oo

P

: ;;33D.Ai1Cabrera'aﬁd B.R. Esqbbéi}*?CbnéidechiSnéél’”
(qubrefProducciéﬁjdegLana’y su Aplicacidn Artesefial ‘en el
“Municipio’'de San Miguel Acat@n del Departamento de Huehue-

tgnango";iGuatemaLa Indfggng, Vol.jx;'Noa.ZB-h,_l975;1p. 99.'  L

';}3yMcB£ydé;;gg.'dit.;:pp.f63-65;ahdimapg_lj and 16,

- ‘ 3§McBryde, op. gig.,_pp;‘58?6o;,73-7h; and C.L.

. Petterson, The Maya of Guatemala: Their Life and Dress,

- (Seattle: "The University of Washington Press, :1976),
PP. 55-66. Both #orksvcontain»accountS*dfgsalt;productionvv»f
at Sacapulas, ‘ R S ’ '
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R ‘ oy
e ,36Goitre, & condition‘'of morbid enlargement of the
thyroid gland often manifest as a large, pendulous swelling
‘in the neck, was the scourge of the Sacapulas area until
government action earlier this century made it mandatory
for iodine to be added to locally produced salt. The
'shocking_manifestations,of the disease, however, were very
much in evidence when Thomas Gage passed through Sacapulas
in ¢he_early'Sevénteenth-century: ’ '

- At the first sight I was a little
"~ daunted to behold the Prior [of ,
" Sacapulas] who looked most fearfully
with & bladder from his throat swelled _
almoust  rounqd his' neck. This hung over A .|
his shoulders and breast, ‘and stayed up
his chin, and lifted up his head so that
-~ he could scarce look any whither but up
. -~ to Heaven.' In our discourse he told me . :
that disease [goitre] had been upon him . |
~at least ten years, and that the water . |
of that river [Negrol] hed caused it in ' ]
him and 'in many others, sf that town .... = - ]
When I came to the town, I dis¢overed = - |
many men,an@ women’vith‘bladders in " |
‘their.throats like the paor Prior, which o
made me almost unwilling:to drink there
" any chocolate made with the vater, or ..
- eat anythingadressed»with'it,“until‘the 
. Prior did ‘much to.encourage me and-told
“me that it didfﬁotihurt'but-onlygsome,
and those who did drink it cold. . -

From Gage, Qﬁfléi ;, §§;_166e16f,; 1

| 37Pepteréoﬁ,fgg,7cit.;{p3§55; TR

o ’fﬂssStadelman; op. gigy,prj95;]dffers'théﬁfpllowing:a
~ Observations on the exploitgtiOn;of the,salt;resoupces‘of,
 San Mateo Ixtatan: . - - o .. °8%% Tesour .
.o ' L e : : e
' "The salt deposits consist of three wells, . —
: ;Shul, Nanal,_ana Almul, in which vater S
-~ with a high‘percentagewof'salt]d¢¢umulates*"
. and is periddicallyuremovedﬁtoVbe;boiled
down by the Indians;*»Thesewwellsfhave,
~ -been worked since before the Conquest
and the salt is famed throughout the =~ .
. Department as having medicinal properties.
. The deposits were recently taken over by
the Government and rented for,$2581per<‘“
mOnth,tb,alconCessionairevwhd"sells_thci‘
water to the people. SRR =

Siﬁce'the_time of'Stadelmanfs investigatiohs; one wéll_has
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- been. abandoned as a source of salt water angd the remaining

' two have fallen under municipalidad control.) Of the two

. wells still in operation, one is worked daily (from 3:00 p.m.
to 5:00 p.m.) while the other is worked only intermittently
on a bi-monthly schedule; that is, worked for tyo weeks then
- given two weeks to replenish. Each afternoon, the women of -

San Mateo, resplendent in bright red and yellow huipiles
and carrying large clay pots, weave their way down to the
salt wells which lie at theé bottom of a steep valley to

the north of town. Under the supervision of an Indian
official, pots are filled with salt vater and a record kept
of how much each woman carries off. The municipalidad '
later collects twenty cents (Guatemalan) for each pot of =
salt water taken from the wells. Salt is obtained by simply
. boiling down the water, The larger of the two wells in
operation is located adjacent to an important’ pre-Hispanic
structure which is the scene of Indian costumbre activities.

, 9Univeréidgd de San Carlos, Tenencia de la Tierra
~ en Guatemala, (Guatemala:',Universidad de San Carlos, 1971),
' Pp. 1l22-125. A g : S S
L ko

. Information concerning the number, size, and )

distribution of farm holdings in Guatemala is available ="
from two national agricultural censuses, the first con- -
ducted in. 1950, the second:in 196k, . The reliability of
;tHe'published‘statistics“tp reveal the complete landholding
situation is undermined by the fact that the 1950 agricul- 3
tural Cenéus4recorded'Only‘thOSe,farmsicont&ining one cuerda
of land or more; that is, about 0.1 of -an acre or about .

0.04 of a hectare. . Many minifundios in Guatemala ‘are .
Jsmallérﬂthah“one'Cuerdaiand;in'fact;wérerincorporated'into:"
_the 1964 agricultural*cénSUs;-which'pla@ed'nbfréstriqﬁionsk
~as to minimum size of farm hb1aing;%*Thi&'claséifié&tpry\

: changé,inﬁdata’éQllectiOn_anouhts_largely,for’the signiffA-‘v

,.icant‘increase’in"tqtalﬂfarm'pﬁmbérq;in l96h~6yerv1950.

~ “Regardless of statistical inconsistency, however, the . -

- essential reality of land ownership in Guatemala remains .
©. the same; namely, & small:-percentage of the total farmland =

“°(14.3 per-cent in 1950 and 18.6 ‘per cent in 1964) is shared R
betweénvajlhrgejpércentagejof!farmsh(&Baﬁiper'cént in 1950

'"fand287'perrCent_in*196h), while a large percentage of the ..

~total farmland,(72.2;per cent in 1950 and'62n6 5;r'éent_in]- ‘.“
 196L) is held by a small percentage of farms (24) per cent’ =
-in 1950 and 2.9 per cent.in 1964). Further discussion of

" j'the‘Quatemalan landholding’situatidn is contained in;Whéttén?*ﬁ, R
(op. ¢it.; pp. 92-106) and in L.B. Fletcher et al., Guatemala's . - -

" Economic Development: - The Rolé‘of,AgriCulture,fTiowa;p,Iowa;
State University,_l970)$‘ > : LT T e e

, hlstade1man,*gg;.éit{,.p.gios.ﬂ' R
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: h2E C. Higbee, "The Agrlcultural Regions of:
’Guatemala ‘The Geographlcal Review, Vol. 37, 1947,

p. 180, reckons that "about three arable hectares (7.5 o
acres) is the minimum necessary for independent family
existence on average tlerra frla land" ,» in the highlands

of Guatemala. L : } . L

h3 L. Schmid, The Role of Mlgratonx,Labour in the
Economic Development of Guatemala, Research Paper No. 22,
(Madison: Land Tenure Center, University of Wisconsin,
~July - 1967), pp. 1-2; B. Colby and P, van den Berghe, Ixil
- Country: A Plural’ 8001etx,1n Highland Guatemala, (Berkeley
and Los Angeles:  University of California Press, 1969),
333 'and "Co-ops Quiet Revolution for Indians of Guatemala
E a New York Times: News Service article which. appeared in the
'Edmonton Journal September 18 1975. :
b

“"New York ?imes'NeVSLSeriice,'gR. eit.;‘fOOtnote'hB.

4

hsWagley (lth);.gR;.cit., pp.e82—835

2‘6R Burkltt, "Exploratlons in the nghlands of -
Western Guatemala", The Museum Journal,.(Un1vers1ty of .
Pennsylvanla, Phlladelphla) Vol. XXI, No. 1, 1930, = .
" pp. 58- 59+ The remarkable Mr. Burkitt also had thls to -
say of hlS stay at Nebaj in l9l3 P , ; o

'Years ago, when I flrst VlSlted Nebaj,
~ it was a different place from now e
‘I had struck the place at ‘an espec1ally .
.~'bad moment. - The plantatlon agents were ,
‘at the- helght of their act1v1ty,-seatter1ng
- ‘money, advance phy for work, ‘and every . ..
L " Indian was able to buy ‘rum. . The rum S
v business and: ‘the coffee- ‘business work
' "together in this country, automatlcally.
“The' plantatlon advances money to the.
~Indian and the rum seller: takes it away
~from him and the Indian. has ‘to go to work
“ragain. - WOrk leads to rum and rum leads

. to.work .... I used to think ‘that . o
f]Chlchlcastenango was ‘the drunkenest town'{ﬂ'.,
~in the. country, but now I think it is Nebaj.? .
My plans at Neba) vere upset by ‘rum.’ -There. .

.. 'are two ruin places that I know of that: are
2.7 to be got at from Nebaj .and I dia nothlng

~at either of them, ‘and ohe (of them I never

" even saw.’ The Indlans 1 was: g01ng to take

S were never. sober._ . Ry R

:v-h7 i e y"

.,Stadelman,vgg. t., pp 95 103

\



biEthnologlcal Soclety, Pub

148Whlle in Todos Santos in August 1977, 1 wes

“informed of the presence of a group of Ladino habilitadores

(contractors) negotlatlng terms with various people in the
communlty for work on the coast.  Habilitadores generally
operate in- conjunctlon with a Ladlno member of a community
who will either engage & worker directly or who may forward
a loan in time of need and later demand that the debtor
work off the loan by labour on a coastal finca. . Such a
system-of "hiring" labour was operative in Todos Santos

in the mid 1940s and is discussed by Maud Oakes in her
books, . The Two Crosses of Todos Santos (Princeton: :
Princeton Unlver51ty Press, 1951), pp. 2h1—2h2, and Beyond
the Windy Place: Life-in the Guatemalan Highlands, (New

. York: »Farrar, Strauss and Youngs, l951),‘pp.'80f8lu

i «
9A view of the relatlonshlp between the plantatlon‘

' economy of the Pacific lowlands and the predomlnantly sub-~

sistence economy of the western hlghlands within a Neo-Marxist
"dependency" framework is contained in C. A. Smith, "Beyond

" Dependency: Theory National and Reglonal Patterns of Under-

development “in Guatemala", American Ethnologist, Vol. 5,

‘No. 3,-August 1978, pp. 5Ts-61T. According to. Smith, it

was the coffee boom of the late nineteenth century and not
the Spanlsh conquest of the sixteenth that unleashed the

" ‘forces of capitalism in Guatemald and led to the emergence,
at the ‘national level ‘of & developed "core" and an under-

developed Mperiphery". An interesting theoretical discuagion_
of the artlculatlon as opposed to the penetratlon of '

" non- capltallst modes of- production by the capitalist mode
- may be found .in A. Foster-Carter, "The Modes of Production

Controversy New Left Rev1ew,‘No. 107, 1978 pp h? 77

' SOA dlscu531on of cacao trlbute in pre Columb1an
and early colonlal t1mes may be found in J.F. Bergmann,

S "The Dlstrlbutlon of Cacao Cultlvatlon in Pre Columbian
;ﬂ;Amerlca ‘Annals of the Assoc1at10n of. Amerlcan Geographers,
~vol 59, No. 1 March 1969, pp. 85 96. o -

Guatemala 8 recent populatlon exp1031on is rev1ewed

in J. D Early, "Populatlon Increase and Family Planning in.
\.,;»Guatemala Human Organlzatlon, Vol 3h No 3’.Fall 1975, -j,“
: ,PP 275 287 o T - R o

52R Naylor,’"duatemalal Indlan Attltudes Toward

_,1.'l;Landeenure Journal-of Inter-Amerlcan Studles, October

53

R. Bunzel Chlchlcastenango, (NevJYork° iAnericanr‘-r7'
Jdation 22 1952) 16,

61
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ShM Nash Machlne Age. Maya , Memoirs, of the .
Amerlcan Anthropologlcdl Association, No. 87, 1958, p. 93.

SSyagley (1941), op. cit., pp. 6326k,

'5§Stadelmen,'gg.‘cit., p. 102,

57N'aylo_r, Q_P_ cit., p. 63&.

v

58The Indian belleves that each l1V1ng thlng,
whether tree, plant, flower, or bird, and even inanimate
objects such as stones and rocks, are watched over by
guardian- spirits who must at all times be respected and
on no ‘account. offended - This system of belief. ‘prescribes

-certain obllgatlons ‘and- patterns of behav1our.' For example,

one should never complain while: cllmblng a.steep hill for
fear of offendlng the guardian spirit who may show dis- ,
pleasure by sending sickness. So sen51t1ve is ‘the Ind1an’
to the possibility of 1nvok1ng the anger of a guardian’
sp1r1t that when a tree is felled, the stump is covered

in order to prevent the shortened tree from being ridiculed-

amidst its companions in the forest. TCf. S. Tax, "The Mayea
- of the Midwestern Highlands of Guatemala" 'in Handbook of

Middle American - -Indians, Vol. T, (Aust1n°‘ University of .

vTexas Press, 19695 p: 91.

59A Rec1nos - Popol Vuh: The Sacred Book of the

Ancient Quiché Maya, (Norman: University of Oklahoma

Press, 1950), p. ‘lgT
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©  THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE ON THE EVE OF. SPANISH CONQUEST:

- The pre-Conguest history of - S
the. Cuchumatanes is st111 -8 o /
matter for guesswork h ‘/

" ) 011ver La Farge (lph?)
Introduction

ertten over 30 years ago but actually reilecting,

a state of learnlng clOSer to 50 years ago the abo?ef

quoted words of the late 011Ver La Farge are regrettably

”stlll qulte approprlate.%i Although 1mportant con'rlbutlons
"and sophlstlcated reflnements have been made by 8 holars
“to the fleld of Mesoamerlcan etudles since the t1 e of

La Farge, few major-lnvestlgatlons have focussed epe01f—e;
1cally on the Cuchumatén hlghlands.: The reasoni for~th18f'jn 1({;"
neglect are not easy to ascertaln, but p0881bl' explanatlons .

'fmay be related to the phy81cal 1solatlon and relatlve 1n-

%acce581b111ty of many parts of the Cuchuma'anes,_and the

i%reater potentlal for archaeological andfethnohistorical
alnvestlgatlon afforded by other reglons/of Mesoamerlcarfﬁ[jf;'.T .g:g
From an archaeologlcal perspectlve, highland Guatemala -

has been worked much less/than lowland Guatemala, due

‘pr1nc1pally ‘to - the greater slze and complex1ty of the;ﬂf7_ff7
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settlement remalns in the latter reglon compared to the :

>

former one. From an ethnohlstorlcal perspectlve, the

o

'human groups- in hlghland Guatemala'which have-attracted
most scholarly attentlon have been the Qulcheap speaklng

“t‘Indlans, 51nce 1t 18 chlefly for Qulchean culture that -

"natlve documentatlon relatlng to llfe in pre Conqnest

’tlmes-exlsts.\ The Cuchumatan area, predomlnantly a non-f

A

the lowland and Qulchean orlentegyzhrust-of'research wlthrn :
N ‘

Qulchean hlghland reglon, has been negatlvely affected by

the Guatemalan context of Mésoa n studles.?’ B

A strong case can in fact he made that the Cuchu—

matanes have unnecessarlly suffered from belng under—_

3

'studled?.u.Although the ethnohlstorlcal potentlal of the

*

reglon 1s severely llmlted the sgme cannot be sald of :f

_ the reglon s r1ch archaeologlcal potentlal Apart from

#at NebaJ,‘one by an- Amerlcan team 1n the late l9hOs,.

~been llttle dane in the way of 1nten&%ve, systematlc B

Woodbury and Trlk's work at Zaculeu2 and two excavatlons -
30

4:{
another by a French group 1n the m1d 19608,5 there has

i

:,archaeologlcal 1nvestlgatlon at other Cuchumatén 51tes.'.

The pauclty ofjthe archaeologlcal record and the llmlta-»v;}"

- ’_‘,

t1ons of the ethnohlstorlcal record 301nt1y pose ‘a research

v

-:problem of no small proportlon.f o ff: ’ﬁ:jf],jﬁfj“_ S ey

Conrronted with such a dearth of data, any recon—Vﬂ'~v9

structlon of the cultural 1andscape of the Cuchumat&n hlgh~"'
L S

*~vlands on the eve of Spanlsh conquest muat necessarlly be

g'tentatlve and incomplete, but 1t is 1mportant to sketch }'

even the thlnnest stranda 1n order to establlsh some outllne,

» X
e O, B S, T T L
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however blurred or indistinct, of land- llfe relatlonshlps

durlng late pre- Hlspanlc tlmes\ To this end,*four pro-
cedures will now be - followed V Flrst 1 brlef summary of
the culture hlstory of hlghland Guatemala‘w1ll be presented.
“to prov1de -a frame of reference by chronologlcal period

and developmental stage. Second the archaeploglcal record
which has been establlshed ror the Cuchumatanes will be set
down w1th a v1ew to plac1ng‘the cultural development of thei
“region in a general Mesoameglcan perspectlve. Third, ~the
h.g ethnOhastorlcal sources whlch relate to the pre Conquest

' Cuchumatanes Vlll be 1nd1cated and comment made on the

tnformatlon contalned 1n them., And fourth ,an 1ntegrat1on

L

of the archaeologlcal and ethnohxstorlcal 1nformat10n w1ll
be carrled out wzth the obJect;ve of 1nterpret1ng, from a . . é
fu31on of the archaeologlcal and ethnohistorlcal records,b.
the broad featureQ;of late pre Hlspanlc llfe.x Wherever.

.p0851ble; 1nferences Vlll be drawn from other better ‘ _ f - i

documented areas close in time and space to the Cuchumatén

i
"!

=
N

reglon. . The domaln of the Qulché Maya is of crucial 1mpor-
tance 1n thls respect slnce the r1ch Quichean sources com-

plement the sparse Cuchumat&n data and ‘can. be used compar- .

B

,atlvely to prov1de a clearer, more crltlcal,reconstruction,

&

V An Outline of the Culture Hlstory of Pre Conguest
Highland Guatemala D . ' o

nghland Guatemala, whlch forms an 1mportant part
" of the. cultural area referred to by twentleth century
'ga IR

scholars as Mesoamerlca,s has a long.record of human ’

C
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settleaent. ‘Recent excavation of an Early Man campsite at

Los Tapiales, in Totonicapﬁn, has indicated that the site

was probabiy occupied around 9000 B.C. by & small group of

hunters using fluted_points possibly to hunt big gamey.

At,toe other end of the tipe scaleﬂ one of the earliest . ' ,

. surviving historical documents, written by the conquispador

Pedro de A}varado at the time of the Spanish conquest in
1524, describes Guatemala as "well—populated, wvith many
. strong towns".7 This long period of human occupancy,

stretching over at;leaet 10,000 years, can be divided into

AR b L ettt e o et L

‘four,major‘chronologicaledevelopmental stages known as

s Ll

Paleo-Indian, Preclassic; Clasgsic, and Postclassic. A

wPaleoeIndian life datés back to the time of man's

first entry into the Guatemalan highlands; perhaps as early -

e SO, S P e

as 15,000 B.C., andvlasted roughly antiiksooo B"c.8 This
'long early per1od is perhaps beat regarded as one of huntlng
and the gatherlng of such wlld food resources as gralns,
‘nuts,>berr1es,_seeds; and roots. - The Paleo—Indlan banda
iiving at this time were smail in numberdand essentialiy
nomadic.' After 5000 B. C a gradual but fundamental Bhlft

occurred 1n sub31stence patterns Huntlng and- gatherlng f 2

was slowly abandoned in: favour of a settled agflcultural

-

life made p0581ble.by thetsuccessful domestication of
certain food plants, the mbst'important of which were
maiie,dbeans; squash, avocado, chile peppers, pumpkln,

and fomato.g By about 1500 B.C. sedentary v1llage llfe

a

wvas 8 cpltural reallty ‘which contrasted sharply with the

2

mlgrant camp llfe of earlier tlmes.

¢

&
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The chronologlcal perlod des1gnated as Preclassic
or Formatlte began around 1500 B.C. and continued until
300 A.D.lo During this time the peoples of hlghland
Guatemala underwent a radlcal cultural transformatlon.
Out of the simple, spatiellyeconfined,‘village stylecof
life there emerged, by 560 B.C., a more stratified society;
and, within a fen.more centuries, the political notion of
state. 'Parelieling this socio—political change yag§en
intensification of the‘agricultural‘subaiétence'base and
‘the re;id growth of popuiation. A sizeable demogrephic
~increase is inferred from the greater number of settle-

ments, their larger spatlal extent, and 1nd1cat10ns of a
marked soc1oeconom1c complex1ty W1th1n and among them 11

Cla881c culture in hlghaand Guatemala developed

: J\

from the ‘1ife style of the Formative period\ﬁround 300 A.D.

and flourlshed throughout the region until ‘about 1000- A.D. 12
The Cla351c has long been con51dered a time. of peace ‘and

‘prosperlty, characterlsed by a theocratlc, essentlally

3

”noneurban,_non-rmperlallstlc way of life. Th;s traditionair'

view of the period has recently been questioned,_and it is

perhapsvmost fruitful to regard the Classic'as peaceful and

prosperous only in relation to the more belllcose ‘and turbu-

lent tlmes which were to follow.l3 Although the zenlth of

Cla581c c1v1llsatlon 1n the Maya area is more closely assoc-

iated in terms of arch1tecture and artlstlc expre581on with
- . . ‘¢
the great.lowland settlements of Copén, Tikal, Palenque,

and Piedras Negras, & number of Classicfsettlenents also

developed in the Guatemalan highlands. ‘The most important -
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of these was the settlement of Kaminaljuyt, part‘of present-
! Na

day Guatemala City. Around 400 A.D. Kamlnaljuyﬁ came under
the sphere of 1nfluence of the great Mex1can city of Teotl-
huacéan. Locally there had already evolved & highly-
organlsed and sophlstlcated soclety, the theocratlc orien-
.tatlon of whlch is 1nd1cated by temple mounds located

' 14

arOund ceremonial plazas to form acropolis-like conplexes.

\:

Classic settlements in the hlghlands were 81tuated predom- '
|

rnantly on open valley floors or hlll slopes in close prox-
imity to runnlng water and were essentlally undefended
but strongly nucleated ceremonlal centres Large popula--
‘tions were supported in the v1c1n1ty of these centres by

~an 1nten51ve agricultural base whlch utlllsed as farmlng |

'-land areas perlpheral to the ceremon1a1 complex and in

whlch terracing and 1rrlgatlon played a maJor role lS
The Postclasslc period opened around 1000 A. D., andd
closed w1th the Spanlsh conquest of Guatemala in 152h As

e chronologlcal span, the Postqlasslc 1s generally d1v1ded

1nto two unlts.f the Early Postclasslc of 1000 to 1200 and .

the Late Postc13331c or Protohlstorlc of 1200 to 152h 16
_Llfe in Postcla581c tlmes 1s generally deplcted as funda-
imentally secular, mllltarlstlc and dlsruptlve in comparlson
to the relatxvely settled, non~ aggre581ve; religious egﬁs-l_
tence of the Classlc. Thls characterlsatlon is substan-
tlated by a move of populatlons away- from unprotected /
valley bottoms or open land to- fortlfled mountaln slopesvi
or hlllJops,although not all valley 81tuated Classlc

~sites were abandoned. The tendency tovards locational
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change when and where it didioeeur was preciﬁitated~by}" .

“internal strlfe and 1nternec1ne1warfare resultlng possibly

I

from a populatlon.cllmax or crisis. Accordlng to Robert

Carmack, the most 1mportant event of the Postcla831c in

:hlghland Guatemala was the errlval in the region aromnd

1250 :A.D. of belllgerent Mexican mlgrants led by a’"Toltec
.mllltary prlesthood. Enterlng from the Gulf Coast by way

of the Usumac1nta and Chlxoy r1vers, these powerful and f ‘Mr'; 'i

ﬁ

tsuperbly ~organised invaders, the traoltlonal“fopnders\of

i 11 g

' “the Quiéhé'dynasty3‘in the course of some 200 years‘eStab~ L

l

S et

llshed pol1t1ca1~control over much of hlghlend Guatemala.18

S~

By the ~end of the Postclasslc, howeVer, the. supremacy and 'f : ;é,
hegemony of the Mex1canlsed Qulche over other Indlan groups
in- Guatemala had greatly d1m1nlshed. Wlth thelr defeat in

152h by the forces led by Pedro de Alvarado, Spanlsh

domlnatlon began. . o “._-, “‘T' T T

‘The Archaeology of the Cuchumatn Highlands = - = co

The archaeologlcal record reveals traces of human

»occupatlon din the Cuchumatanes from the late Preclasslc )

t.

through the Classlc to late Postcla331c or Protohlstorlc

.,t1mes.: As suchb human settlement 1n«the reglon spans-'
.three of the fonr maJor Mesoamerlcan chronologlcal perlods‘
and developmental stages, and can therefore roughly be
_dated back at least 2000 years,'elthough man was undoubtedly
present long before thls tlme.

<

_ In the manuserlpt copy Offthe second edition‘or"

«

rthe _Diccion&rio Geogréfico de Gﬁetemala,‘ a t'ots.l»' of 1ko "




T1:

archaeologlcel sltes are llsted for the entlre Cuchumet&n

19

i area. Teble 2 llsts 51 of the lhO Cuchumatan archaeolog—

fiCembét e, Chalchltan, nnd Rfo Blenco,‘all of whlch are.r::;‘;‘ S,
r.These and other Class1c settlements functloned prlmarlly
ftlons 11v1ng end farmlng 1n the surroundlngmareas.’ Wlthln'-V.'_"iﬁ}_

:-the most reflned Classlcal level in terms of. art and

'»erchlt cture were those of Checulﬁ a complex whlch most fﬂo;fw/g
 likely\hada consldereble contact with the’ great Lowland T

= S » _ B LN
) Maya cJPtres to~ the north and east 20 A RN ‘“")f

L tlcularly those of the 1ate Postclesslc or Protohlstorlc.

the Cuchumatanes, the settlements whlch probably attalned S

-sltes 5 and in marked contrast to the defen31ve morphologf

\end s1tuetlon of the maJorlty of Postclesslc SlteB par-

ical 51tes recorded in the chclonarlo Geograflco whlch '

‘have been most systematlcally excavated or 1nvestlgated

Map 4 1nd1cetes their spatlal dlstrlbutlon. Of the Slu'

151tes for whlch reasonable archaeologlcal data exist, 29:5
'can be pleced chlefly by the estebllshment of ceremlc ,“f,  Lo .

'sequences, 1n at least one major Mesoemerlcan chronolog~"'

'_ 1

ical perlod These s1tes are shown 1n Table 3.

The archaeologlcal record reflects a pattern of

'

_cultural development for the Cuchumatan reglon thCh is

«

con51stent Wlth the broed evolutlonary features prev1ously

>out11ned for the . Guatemelan hlghlends es a whole. ;The»f"

_‘stablllty and tranqulllty of Pr%§15881c and Cla581c llfe o

is suggested by the undefended nature of sltes such as

L ‘-,u‘;

51tuated w1thout fortlflcatlon on open valley floors._‘l;ﬂ‘a“

as admlnlstratlve ceremonlal centres for dense popula-.'"r STy

\ N a®

The non- defenslve layout and locatlon of the Cle531c

:



TABLE 2

IHPORTAIT PRE-RISPANIC BETTL!N!IT COKPL!X!S II Tﬂl CUCHUNATAI HIGHLANDS, GUAT!NALR

A BUMKARX OF TH! !STABLIBHID ARCHAROLOGICAL RICORD {See Map L)

. Eilltop:

: 251;0 Cgul‘gifi’g‘ucgon -
e R P.D.t
L l.n.‘x

'-lnulcripc copy for t.hu an yn. unpublished B-cbn

bD,: D.hnlhc
Potentially de f.nl!vc
lond'hnlln

3D gn §ourco - ll. lurutt 'lxplornt(onl

— of Pcnnlyinnh ’

ih the hl‘hllﬂdl of Vutorn Ouatema u_
Vol XXI, No. 1, Phnudolphh 1930. .

[} lu\‘.ion of thc’n 3 3

2

Topographic Location - Vailey: 'Site s located ‘4n & natural nlhy.' .
S B Intersedfate: . B8ite is located on the $1Qpe of a- hill or on s plutuu.
su. 10 loe-tod on top o! [ hill.

Ko. on . . Topogriphic Site Class- Occupational MNexican- Quiche . Dats
Map & Nime of Site Department Locationl ification? Sequence Arch. Festures Sourced
1. Chaculk Huehuetenango  Valley - Classic - Seler/Recinos .
2. Chesnguejelve : " - Intermediate P.D. - b3 . La Targe
3. El1 Bosque ’ " . Spur . P.D. ‘e X La Farge
4. Carvao - . " 8pur_ P.D. Clasasic (1) - - Le Farge
$. Buena Vista ” Valley - P.D. : - X La Farge
6. Cu Manchon " Hilltop .D. - X La Parge
‘T, Tilay8n " Spur ~ 7 - - Ls Targe
* 8. Cuja n ‘Valley P.p. - - _La Farge
. 9. Zaculeu " " Intermediate © D Yarly Classic X Voodbury/'l'rik
. ' : to Proto-
X . - historig
10. Malacatancito " Top of ridge D “Protohistoric X Fox
11. Cerro“Pueblo Vie)o" " Hilltep : D DR - Pox °©
12. Tenam® " Hilltop b el - Yox
13. E1 Caballero " . Hilltep D " Pratonlstorie - Fox .
1L, Caabdote " Intermediate .D. Late Preclassic x Smith
. R ; 4 Karly Classie .
15-. Chicol. . Intermediate P.D. . Barly and Late X Saith
e - Classic (1) :
16. Piol " Intermediate ‘#.D: .- % Emith.
17. Xetenan " Hilltop : F.D. . - . x Smith
18.. Cucal " Valley ¥.D. Preclassic (1) - 8aith
19. Pucal " “Hilltop P.D, - - Suith
20. Huitchun 2 . Hilltop P.D, Classic ang b4 Smith'
21l. Chalchitn ° Huehuetenango Valley . Dy Preclassic (1) "X S Smith .
. - ’ . to Postelassic t .
22, Tensm Xolchun . " - Intermedinte D Protonfstoric X Safth
2%, tnichoche . b Intermediate ‘HeD, - . - ‘Smith
2k, Xoch- X1 Quich§ Valley ) - .- - Dirkitt
25. Chichel - " Intermediate - R ' - Burkitt
26, Chutixtiox - " Billtop D Protohistoric X Smith
27. Chutfinamit R Intermed{ate D, Posteclasaic - ' X Bmith-
Lo o - ‘and-Proto- K T
o o DI historic: .
28. Xolchun. » " Intermediate '~ P.D, Classic to X -Baith
- R | VT Protonistoric = : . c
29. Rfo Blaneo " Valley X.D, Preclassic and . - - Smith . 7
: . ) i "Early Classicr’ :
P oo : : Protohiltor(:(!) -
*30." Chuchun " ‘Yalley .. | N.D, ‘Clamsic . x Smith
31, ZXglpacol - “Hilltap D.- Proton{storic X Smith
"32. Xecataloy . . Valley | 19 e - Saith
33 Vitenan " " Intermediate ° DT e : Co Smith
3. Tixchun n Valley. oD Postelassic - Smith
35, Huil " Intermadiate N.D. -~ ’ X _Bafth
36. Oncap - » ‘Intermediate ' . N,D. _ " Protohfistoric b S Salth
37, .Pacot " CMilltop TP - Protohistoric- ‘x " BEf{th
38. Caguixay - Yalley X.D.7 Late Classic snd . % ‘Balth
o S AT Protohluorlc o .
.39, Tuehoce " ‘Valley x.D. : X smith
k0. Acibtg " Valley ' -~ M.D. Protohhtoric TX ‘Smith
k1. E) Tigre E TR ‘TS £ Y 4 . P.D. i S8mith o
%2. Murehil S B Quieh$ - Eilltop D o L . X Smith
%3, Yicaveval - . Eilltop. LD : Protohhtor(c- ‘ X Smith
Wk, Tzicuay. o " Intersediate; P.Ds Rarlyed Late ‘X Saien
R R : R .Clessie, - RN B
. : K P B »Pottclullc P Lol
k5. Bea Prancisco - Intermediate’ P.D. - o ) X Cogmith T -
L6. Chipay - : " Intermediate. . . P,D. P°"'°1""° to X Smith -
. R N A Protohhtoric : Smity ;
47.. P i " Yalle 6D, Lt - »
bg. ::::J . y.n.: C N.D. . ‘lurly Classie B Smitn/Kidder
., s . : B o "to Poatclassic . - .
k9. Baschuc.. "  Valley . E.D, Postelassic mi X Fox
o T T . . SRR . . . Protohistorie : voi
59, x . Valley LMD, Protohistoric" X ox
: zok :2:& BN ) y.n.i - Protonistoric - Yox -
ites. " 1k0’ lrchnoloucu .nu are ncilh’rcd for the Gntlrt Cuchu.{h N(i“ 1n "‘"" 0-11'

AR I ' Y YOX.
(Uninutty

e 0. La Parge.and D, Byers,
a . " Publication'¥o, 3, Louhlnt, 19313,

A h;eino-- Mﬂmmmm_u_mqﬁmu- (Oustemale, 1954). BT
mﬂwmmw;gg. {(Wesbington, 1955). .

L A L. Bmith,

"]
of New Mexicos

Albpqucrquu » 197

r's Peop] + (Talane ﬁntvi_nky’x Kiadle American lil)urgh

/ _A.L. Bmith and A.V, Kidder, Excavatfons of Febuli Gustegals, (uuunnon. 1951). R

v A

R. n. Hoodbury and A8, Trik, Th Mwn (juonou. 1953) o o
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Th

‘VQTABLE 3 | o e

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES OF THE CUCHUMATAN HIGHLANDS

o

WHICH CAN BE PLACED IN A MAJOR MESOAMERICAN e,

- - CHRONOLOGICAL PERIOD

o Late Postclassic

o E ‘ R Early - o or. . v .
'Preclassic - Classic = POBtClﬂSSICl . Protohistoric S |
i(1sooac 300AD) (3oo 1000AD) (1ooo 1200AD) ~ (1200-1524aD)" .

Chaculéd R . ‘ .
Carvao’ (2) S S
- Zaculeu  Zaculew = - - Zaculeu® .
IV S . © .. Malacatancito*
o R S R 5 Caballero* . . = 3.
"Cambote Lo  Camb°te‘ﬁ. o , .  @i’, B L ;“, ,.  L i
L <Ohdeol. L e e .
‘Cucal (?) ; ' e : | R TR

'Hultchun (?)  1 H'j4   3‘fiHu1tchun* Qw:‘
wChalgh;tén(?)} Chalchltﬁn -?gChalchit5n~”;'“” o

'1-Tenam Xolchun*

: : : - Chutixtiox#® -

SR ,°Chu1t1nam1tﬂ ‘? Chu1t1nam1t* .

St . o7 Xolehum .o XolchunVYQTw’*v;Xolchun*

5 “RijBlanCO‘,v'fRfo’Blancofj;g R A R1o Blanco (?)
" Chuehun- e

L

B ':Xolpacol*»f'”” '
-+ Tixchun - . ‘
e e T ‘.Oncap
R R R ﬂi_‘iV'éﬁ*ff";«j~ll[..v‘ ‘Pacot*
T .. -Caquixay. = = - 'v}‘f’~3. "‘?Caqu1xay
kT TN oo Acihtz S
SR SN i ':Q~V1caveva1*{'“ o
- Tzicuay = ‘L»T21cuay kN i
. Nebaj "_,NebaJ  ;.;"jA;‘,,
SR ~~-§.gf‘Bashuc L . Bagshue
ST R e ‘Bijux
R T ~Lamak,

ki : L

& *Indlcates defen81ve or potentlally defen31ve slte. f:

Source. same ‘as. Table 2._;1‘f 1f
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During.the Postclaseic open and undefended talley sftes
were generally abandoned in favour of more readlly defen-
sible upper slope or hllltop 81tes, many of which, 1nclud1ng
vChutlnamlt, Chutlxtlox and Pacot .are surrounded by deep |
| raulnes or.gulllee. Although some valley s1tes 1nd1cate

an un;roken sequence of occupatlon from Cla351c through

to Postcla331c tlmes whlch 1s not accompanled by a move‘

' towards appreclable fortlflcatlon these 51tes were later

| protected by mllltary’outposts. Such Was llkely the case
c_of the open 81ted Chalchlt&n, whlch may have been defended

by the nearby hllltop Blte of Tenam-Xolchun.?}. This was
‘;probably also the case at the long settled Mam capltal of

s

'fZaculeu, located on an open plaln, but protected by the :
..; : )

surroundlng hllltop 31tes of Tenam Cerro Pueblo Vlejo,
~and El Caballero 1n addltlon to havzng some defen31ve VTR

,:structures of 1ts own.??~A

: From the archaeologlcal ev1dence, hostlle and

‘/;

',warllke tlmes are 1nferred for most of the Postclassxc_.ﬂ-7’

P T

fSuch unsettled condltlone have throughout Mesoamzrlcan

.»-y‘jl(

‘hlstory been characterlstlc of densely populated or over

upopulated areas Concomltant wlth thls perlod of unrest

'v,'-.

fand flux was an era of strong and w*despread Mexlcan‘~~

lnvmany“Postcla831c
;archltectural feetures-
ias altar shrlnes or platforms,vdouble stalrways; enclosed
fball counts, round and long structutes, and a centrallsed

ﬂp051t10n 1n the ceremonlal plaza of the maxn temple—pyramld fﬁ_ﬁ
'23;‘:"*"g_ SRR -y;_; ‘®,i;_ SRR

,‘/.

,complex.




' The Ethnohistory of the Cuchumatén Highlands

"The Indian.peoples of the Cuchumetanes have left a
scant and 1nsubstant1al documentary record ‘which makes thef
task of hlstorlcal reconstructlon at best only tentatlve.

The most 1nfluentlal autochthonous Indlan group of. the

Cuchumetén reglon, the Mam, have but one early extant docu-

.ment the'Tftulo Mam, an account deallng prlmarlly wlth land

dlSputes between the Mam and the Qulche in: the Quezalten-,

ango area dyrlng the mid- 31xteenth century.24 The Sacapulas

L%

b331n is the only part of the Cuchumatanes for whlch an

1mportant Indian record relatlng to llfe in pre Hlspanlc

(e} o ER

tlmes exlsts _ Thls is the Qulchean document entltled
L]

Tltulo de los Seﬁores de Sacapulas.2§~ The chronlc pau01ty

of the Cuchumatan ethnohlstorlcal record 18 partlally

' )

-'supplemented by seVeral of the rlch Qulchean sources whlch

5.

. touch brlefly but 31gn1f1cantly on- meny aspects of pre—

76

Conquest hlstory as seen through Indlan eyes 7 The Qulcheanv_t'h

"sources other thap the Sacapulas document whlch furnlsh

useful references copcernlng the Cuchumat&n reglon prlor
...’él» ! :
to the arr1val of the Spanlards 1nclude the Popol Vuh26

the Tftulo C'oy01az, the Titulos Nljalb the Hlstorla' B

gulche de Don Juan de Torres, the Testemento de los‘w‘

Y

IBEBEE&Z the Tftuld de los Indlos de Santa Clarazgtfﬁﬁd'; a
e :

| the Rablnal AChlzg‘rt:f¥/"f}hhfhf\:ﬂ?vhf ,f‘?fffthfi"?7iﬁ

tfklkg It can safely be assumed th&t the Qulchean Indlans S

and other groups 1n hlghland Guatemala durlng pre-Hlspanlc 3.,f"'“

tlmes had 1n thelr posse331q9 wrltten books or plotographlc}‘f



¥

&

codiCes. It has been establlshed that versions of the

Popol Vuh and the Titulo de los Seﬁores de Sac ulas were

'1n ex1stence before the Spanlsh conquest Bartolome de

v

lay Casas even records hav1ng seen '‘some orlglnal natlve
documents around the year lShO 30 Unfortunately, no~{,

wrltten or plctographlc worhs whlch date back to pre~ .

: Hlspanlc tlmes in hlghland Guatemala have surv1ved 1ntQ‘

o

VA

.‘g,

if&‘»

~:[thk Indlans] changed thelr way of wrltlng the1r

4

the present day, unllke those, for 1nstance, that haveh

surv1ved for the Mlxtec reglon of MBXICO-BI After the

.‘:

Conquest Spanlsh prlests tagght a number of Indlans to_

write.in thelr own language uslng the Latln alphabet

and in- thls way 1mportant pre Conquest eventsvwere fre-"”

'quently recorded h In the words of the Domlnlcen chron—k

‘ “ro

: 1cler, Franclsco leénez,vthe parlsh prlest of Santo

“Tom&s Chlchlcastenango who in the early elghteenth

century flrst found ‘or was shown the Popol Vuh ﬂ‘"they

)

' hlstorles 1nto our way of wrltlng' 32, The Qulchean l

;peoples were partlcularly 3881duous 1n thls regard and f'

ﬁfhave 1eft behlnd a rlch and valuable assortment of natlve

A

5.l documentatlon whlch although ertten 1n post Conquest

BN

bletlmes, relates to llfe 1n the Guatemalan hlghlands before ﬁwfff'

‘”hthe arrlval of the Spanlards.dhhtvvna;lf"'

‘:A

=1

e ’

B The purposefh

B Sy _
’Gd;wrltten were often more speclflc and praptlcal than a

A

de51re to record merely for the sake of posterlty.f Docu—l?hgj“

gt'ments were sometlmes ertten w1th a v1ew to obtelnlng from

7ﬁ§tﬁg Spanlsh colonlal admlnlstratlon an off1c1el tltle to a

"for wplch the natlve documents wereuiﬁ:“



b'h{p0851bly Chontal or Nahua speaklng, moved from the

" tract of land;Aorlrecognition of the right_to such/prir-
ilegeévas.t;ibnte collection through verification of
_connectione with the pre-Hispanic elit .?3,;Regerdless,of
the motiyes_which fireh nronpted the Q iehé’io-write in
the style of their eonQuerors, the doc menrs.whieh‘emerged
.from the practlce contain manyllmport.nt statements about'
land,‘settlement\ trlbute relatlonshl s, and the polltlcal
‘hlstory of the late pre- Conquest Qulc e state.’ Slnce‘manyv

parts of the Cuchumatanes had come u der " Qulche hegemony

-lSQb),-natlve Qulchean
J

during Protohlstorlc-tlmes (A D 120

.documents whlch record thls pattern’ f conqu&&Q and rule can-

’ be consulted as frultfﬁl sources of 1nformat10n. Ip\ls the‘
- 3

‘objectlve of the concluﬁlng sectlon whlch follows to 1nte*v

rs
%

wlth ;he archaeologlcal

~

grate relevant-ethnoh1&tor1cal~dat
.'Qev1dence outllned”?arller 1n order to establlsh a rudlmen-’
i tary reconstructlve Synthe31s' for the Cuchumatén hlgh-~€”Q

'lands on the eve of Spanlsh conqu et._'( el

’,HA Reconstructlve gynthe81s of th’

Cuchumat&n .“'ih ;ﬁn.;

"afﬂlghlands on the Eve of Spenlsh konguest

.- g

) "Poli'tica_l E-'cano‘gy

The most 1mportant polltlcal event 1n the late

;\'7"

_\,:pre Conquestahlstory of hlghland Guatemale was’ the spec-f,

to

thacular rise to power throughout the region of the

fMexlcanlsed Qulche people._ Accordlng to Qulché mythology,

l

"3around 1250 A D bands of war llke "Tolteczjmlgrants,A

:f;;legendary Tulén of the Gulf Coast of Mexlco south an?

I



o !

east into the Guatemalan hlghlands.3% ‘One of these small

mlgrant groups establlshed a defen31ve hllltop base in thé

»

‘Chujuyub mountalns above the Qulché basxn and subsequently

galned control OVer the surroundlng country and the 1ndlg-

enous Mayan peoples, known ethnohlstorlcally as the Wukamak

79

W

Cor Vue Amag, who dc@upled 1t.§% The'lnvaders were easily R

v yj‘;"'o Ve

;absorbed llngulstlcally by the much more numerous Wukamﬁi "J

but, belng exceptlonally well organlsed and led by an '

",authorltarlah mllltary prlesthood the 1mm1grant group was : g

able to exert a powerful polltlcal 1nfluence over the auto-i,

"chthonous 1nhab1tants.v From thls fusxon of the two tradl-,*hi

..‘..
RECR

tlons, one Mexlcan, the other Mayan, the rullng dynasty of

B

. the Mexlcanlsed Qulché Maya was born R
; : ey'ﬁ

After successfully consolldatlng thelr p051t10n 1n e
o what later became thelr heartland the Qulché foundqd xhevdfgjjf:“

i'polltlcal capltal of Gumarcaah later known as gtatlén.,ffi L

"fFrom Gumarcaah a serles ‘of expan81onlst1c camnalgns were
tlillaunched resultlng in the‘greater part of hlghland '“?iﬂ
in;Guatemala falllng under Qulché‘hegemony;; The Popol Vuh .
'15{states that thlB perlod df expanslon began durlng "the oy

L
|

'-ifflfth generatlon of men

They came here to the town of Gumar
',as the ‘Quiché. named it when Klngs
}and Gucumatz and.all the lords came.
had: then begun the: fifth generation of men,rg,ﬁ L
‘since the beglnnlng of c1vzlizatlon and of -

“the population, the beglnnlng of: the. ex1atepce ;;jf;ijF $r

'IQ of the natlon.,_ajﬁl, SEERCT A R a»,;nxa.m

e There, then, [at

the temple of Go

Therevjf}glfgf}gifﬁ“

SR , d'marcaah] they bullt €:~3}H:f7fhlfg7
R G many houses and at’ the's me time constructed PR




) part of the town they located it when:".
they arered and settled there.
'Then the;r emplre-grew ;§;36-f

~.

',Although Carmack has recently establlsﬁed that Gumarcaah L

h‘was 1n f;\t founded durlng the elghth generatlon,-ln about'
3T

chronologlcal 1ncon31stenc1ef 1n the ethno-»

iluoo A D.
’hlstorlcal eV1dence do not serlously hlnder the reconstrucff

‘.-_.-"

.f fl tlon of the spatlal evolutlon of the Qulché conquest state._a'w
\ B w . . \ :

Sometlme between the years lhOO and lh75, under the con-

secutrve leadershlp of "the marvellous klngs" Gucumatz Y \?

~

(lhOO lh25) and ‘his ‘son Qulcab\TIHES lhTS),_ the Qulche::

20 -

.._,«”\

e brouéht most of hlghland Guatemala under the rule of
/‘

lf’. »' . S
r Gumercgah. ThlS process of mllltary conquest and polltlcall;

W

eXpans;?n w1tnessed the 1ncorporat10n 1nto the Qulche realm'

. of. the Cuchumaﬁén prov1nces of Sacapulas, Agnacatén, Cunen,ff

~

and the terrltorles of the northern Mam and the Ix1l ‘all.

I

.of whlcm lay to the north of the Qulche capltal of Gumarcaah39'

v S

(see Map h)
i . Perhaps the sxnéle-nost 1mportant polltlcal un1t=.
JOf the\Cuchumatanes to succumb to the rule of Gumarcaah

Y . . ~
dwas the nerthern Mam reglon of present day Huehuetenango,“‘

the reglonal capltal of whlch vas the anclent settlement'
of Zaculeuh’ (Plate 2) ' Zaculeu‘sh;nslankunlnterrupt;§
'record of occupatlon from Early Classic tlmes until the
Spanlsh F?nquest undertaken by Gonza Q\de Alvarado, the~7i¥
brother of Pedro de Alvarado, in 1525 Such a contlnulty _1>

of settlement lastlng at 1east 1000 years, is not common

1n hlghland Guatemalan archaeologlcal 81tes.

.
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ve-ancienthamvcapital of Zaculeu,

Plate 2: Th
SN léoking north ‘and west across the

ce
sl

.

s

remonial centre to the sttep scar
ope of the Cuchumatén high

| - m;
| : o
A
lands. |-
.‘ﬂ.\l". :
coh
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v

a o Zaculeu functloned as a pOllth&l and r811810u5

centre for much of the northern Mam‘reglonaz_Consequently,dld

" the" greatest part of the @opulatlon 1t’e;rVed liﬁed‘far

,‘,

- U1 :

' beyond 1ts 1mmed1ate enV1rQns. }, Communltles allgned w1th

?,Zaculeu 1ncluded Cullco and Ixtahuacén, both of whlch i
fought along51de the Mam of Zaculeu agalnst the Spanhards

‘1n 1525Jk% To the west the sovere1gnty of Zaculeu extended
S <o

\

:valong the' elegua rlver.- Northwards, the rule of Zaculeu'f

.penetrated‘hlgh 1nto the ‘more remote areas of the Cuchu-hl

r.imatanes, probably 1nto the valley of Todos Santos and

h‘beyond 51nce 1t was from these parts that a rellef force e

:‘;W&S sent down £0 asslst the Mam ruler Calbll Balam in hlS '

"Qtstruggle agalnst the Spanlards at Zaculeu 1n 1525 h3

e Although the exact polltlcal nature of Zaculeu sf"‘

A

'lirelatlonshlp w1th surroundlng Mam communltles 1n the Cuqhu-ﬁ
N . Y : N xx. . Lo
~jmatanes is dlfflcult to ascertaln, there 1s no doubt that

R '1 S :

-1t was. an 1mportant centre whlch exerclsed control over an o

o ¢
i

"‘exten31ve and populous hlnterland. The fall of Zaculeu toF

.the 1nvad1ng Qulche 1n the early years of the flfteenth

Acentury must therefore have constltuted a. dramat;c upheaval

\

',for the northern Mam,‘and rendered much of the western'

,Cuchumatanes under the rule of Gumarcaah Ethnohlstorlcally,:p

this event is' recorded 1n both the Popol Vuh and the Tftulo
¢! 0101: o :

‘Here is the destruction and division of
the flel;ﬁ and the towns of the neigh-
bouring ﬁatlons, small and large. Among

. them was that, which+in olden times, was
N the country(of the Cakchiquel, the present

C- 82
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- Chuvila” (Chj ch1chastenango~- the place of S
. the. neﬁtlest, and ‘tle-country of the’ people RS
.~ of Rabinal, “Pamaca (Zacualpa) “.. and the L
. “towns of the peoples of. Zaculeu };\&' These @ = = = .
"xi.[Peoples] ‘hated, Qulcabf He made war on them»h o
£ and. certalndywconquered‘and destroyed ‘the
- fields and ‘towns of the pedple of - ‘Rabinal, -
" the Cakchlquel,'and the people of Zaculeu‘ﬁ
“he camé‘and conguered all the: towns, and the
_lfsoldlers of Qulcab carrled hls arms to dlstant
» ..parts v SRS : v : :
o +centers, they are the great warrlors, our grand—'ﬂ
. fathers and fathers. Devs ‘then the Mam of Zakiu-
-~ lew were dﬁ}ven out ... before their mountains o
l_fand plalns, there the" mountains and plalns 'f
ﬁ‘[of Zaculeu] were-taken; these vere. all ‘their:
‘;jmountalns ‘and’ plalns, th ir beautlful places,' -
. their- structures; this wa the succession of =@
- -the lordshlp by Don Q! ulkab eeayoour grand—:ﬁ
““fathers and fathers ‘cast’ them- out, when they
~inserted ‘themselves [among] the’ Mam of Zaklu--;:
LleW e 1ndeed they were fierce warriorsy 2.;;“
~ the fortified centers and’ settlements were -
© " brought down by .them. when they entered. into
~the mountains and plalns, ... their riches: d
and wealth . were fragmented their. structures
‘and ‘residences were torh into pieces, thelr.*].,-'
.~ -precious stones and jewels,-and black: and L
w}golden stones ‘were. carrled off . 5hi

*;At roughly the same tlme as. the conquest of the Mamjo-V'
, jugatlon of the communltles of Sacapulas and Aguacatan
»tThese two campalgns are summarlly recorded 1n one of the'

t_XEentzax documents and 1n the Titulo de los-Seﬁores de V‘

&

Totonxcapﬁn.hs Another document relatlng to the Sacapulas

.darea-entitled Titulo de los CanllES speclflcally states,'

- that people from Gumarcaah came to teke the rule ...“ thus
"
: all unlted at Mount Ramason, where [the Qulche] took charge

uof the government" h7

[

Sacapulas and Aguacatﬁn were hlghly de31rable areas

*over whlch to exerc1se control._ Both were 91tuated in



R . ; S RO R . . e . ‘11"

tlerra templada country whlbh prov1ded the Qulche w1th &'}*

\ivarlety of foodstuffs not avallable 1n thelr tlergg'fria 1}5
;{fheartland Both were also assoc1ated ulth valuable natural
’irresounces ' Sacapulas wae en 1m§ortant salt produc1ng‘%en§re £fp
‘j&nd the closeef such source to Gumarcaah, and Aguacatén ;%  |
”clseems to” have been connectedfulth the supply Of gems and‘ﬁi
1if;eclous>ueuale.h$f Salt ,a iommodlty whlch 1n pre Coluﬁblan
: s“tlmes served along w1th cacao and chlle as a medlum of ex;ﬂ
ffiﬁchange;ug was probably produced erm the mlneral sprlnés
;';efat Sacapulas by the same prlmltlve procees of evaporatlcu:
t?:and leachlng that is stlll emplob’ed 1n the Present day
"TlThere 1s, however 'a strong suggestlon that the Qulche usea.
’:{the forced labour of prlsoners of‘war in. the exp101tat10n
L ‘ : o
'gcof the Sacapulas salt deposltss. Thls sltuatlon is }pdlcated
' 1n the account of the Spanlsh gouernor Of Vefapa2§ Martin b
"{Alronso Tovllla, who v1slted Sacapulas 1n the early Seven‘;sﬁ

P Lo A

-~teenth century

”Thls town 1n an01ent aborlglnal tlmes
' served as ‘& Jail or prison, where: ‘the.
. Quiché. kings, to whom ‘these lands 4-1,
. %" belonged, /encloseq the captives. from o
s ' the wars:which they contlnually had
- with their neighbours, because these "
Quiché kings were very’ powerful,...;l;,, " - L
Every night they put the captives in a o e
~kind of rock pen vhich wag very large, = - .. 7
~.and by day they made them go: to the‘salt{
ifactory,‘where they made much salt, and
it was of great importance to thelr‘king, ; . S
“and because of this factory: gnd the scarcity e
of salt, [the Quiché&] king 'was more’powerful o
,-than hlS nelghbours‘....50 EE I

expanslon northwards from Gumarcaah 1ncluded the 1ands of

Othérﬁgerrltorles a831m11ated by the Qulché 1n thelr fw‘“



. . Lo . . .. AR
» J . - o ~

b_rCunen and the Ix1l people.- The ethnohlstorlcal evedence

: » Tis o e
-‘f;of thls pattern of conquest 1s scant but the Rablnal Achl,,ﬂ f{\\fkw
*'hla.ceremonlal dance drama recorded by the Abbe Brasseur de 7}f o
{Tffﬁourbourg 1n the mld-nlneteenth century and congldered a,}:' jfﬁgteg

ltrellable source by Carmack;5% clearly states that one of T‘a?ﬁkk
4

4tthe protagonlsts ln the deplcted actlon, the Q&lche Achl,:}'r‘

, 3,g@§ chlef of the strangers of Cunén and the strangerS of e‘af_-c;

52 The Rablnsl Achi glves no 1ndlcat10n as tofj[gﬂ'-!

-,5oChaJul"

"

when thls conquest toék place, but 1t probably occurred e
'-anround the same tlme as the Qulche subjugatlon of Zaculiu, jf.j'}jf*f
'ranacapulas, nd Aguacatan, that 1s, 1n the early years o '

*fthe flfteent ,eentury ' The Cunen area and the Ix1l commun-f;fffj

oo

w"::J.ty of . ChaJul lacked the economlc and strateglc s1gn1f1cance:‘°'”'

Th:of elther Aguacatén or- Sacapuﬁas.d Qulché control over theqe;efﬁfh'

:'1’terr1tor1es was probably looSe and 1nd1rect’ pe;hans belng |
.r?enerclsed through the Qulché 1mplanted lordsvwho re31ded

V-%;at Sacapulas and who owed alleglanCe to Gumarcaah 53

\

The ethnohlstorlcal ev1dence for Qulché domlnatlonv_f;

:,;of parts of the Cuchumatanes 1s'corroborated by the flnd—q‘.

‘fslngs of archaeolOgy Whlle there 1s at present no strong f'
T»Lsettiement pattern eV1dence llnklng'}he Qulche w1th the_

-

‘Sacapulas area, nonetheless a marked ceramlc 31m11ar1ty 1s;sih
between the Sacapultec 51tes of Chutlxtlox, Chutlnamlt |
‘.\\?acot, and Xolpacol and the Qulché capital of Gumarcaah

1s suggestlve of a close relatlonshlp.s&' On the other
bqh hand vhoth the Aguacatén slte of Tenam—Xolchun and the

: Mam capltal of Zaculeu exhlblt numerous settlement features

‘characterrst1CJof Gumarcaah‘elements_whlch suggest‘avstrong ' -
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@ . i STy RIS R
: ‘i' ; After the successful conquest—of these parts of B

sl

g the Cuchumatanes the archaeolog;cal ev1dence 1nd1cates

14

o ‘ s
llthat the Qulcie establlﬁhed admlnlstratlve enclaves

’timodelled on Gum, caah w1th1n the pr1nc1pal centres of  f“1ﬁ_ L

. 1 ¢

‘Tfthe subjugated peo les., ThlS 1nference from the archaeo-f‘

he follow1ng llne§ ,;ffj¥¥}3§;ﬁgg
: - SR -;~}Q}"Q&fffj:}ﬁ
_hlch speclflcally mentlon the TR

¥
”‘loglcal record 15 sub,tantlated by

RO

f]from the TItulo C'OVOl_

_ thﬁ youngtr brothér and ‘sons. of the;*w;’@ﬁ FFREITE PR R S
‘iﬂ‘lords were ‘given . 1ﬁstructlons by the: b 1
igredt lord Don Q! ulcab“\..;;ﬁ you vallant

’:warrlors, you conquerors Qf the fortlfled

© centers; you treaders of the land; ‘ge and -
._5~Ibe 1nhab1tants ‘of ‘the lands,\at the,:”,' :
.. fortified centers of the subject peoples, = .
“.© .80 that they do not arrive there again ... .. oo
SR 'conquer, you werrlors, 1ancers,>11kew1se:,gt,
. go back -and" forth contlnually, make many . .
L land boundarles for us 'at each mll & 1n.f,w T .
"/ the canyons of the fortified cente by At
.- was'said 'to them [by Q'uicabl; “the. ot T
{4 " inhabitants-of the lands left: "Lend went]
—eﬂ;—%f_vfbefore the Sakiulew people, [and] i.. = -
. ‘the Tz! itzol (a branch.of the Mam: living .-
. near Zaculeuﬁe...;:"grab thefn by the " .. 5
"'armplts and ‘sacrifice them, trample them, .- -
j‘make yourseIVes vallant wgrrlors, and:
'watchful guardlans : L

ﬁuﬁ,;.fx The Qulché conquest of much of hlghland Guatemala
was therefore,,to quote Carmack adCompanled not only by »"

_\the sacrnflce of some of the captlves (to the Qulche gods

';'°bbut also by a Measure Of P°lltlcal.;7,”

_ of war, Av111x and To”

L)

 ’control éub adminlstrators belng placed 1n many of the con-_""“

i"quered settlements 57 It was, the 1mportant task @f these

ixre51dent vsub admlnlstrators" to malntaln Qulche authorlty L

”1n conquered prov1nces and ensure that subjugated communitlestv'



i%@

3 | - | | | | f;gu"mflf*' a7 :

| regularly furnlshed forth varlous 1tems of trlbute for the,f"""

llords of Gumarcaah mv“f'filgld ;};'ffc ff»fﬁg
' Qulche expans1onlst campalgns were motlvated
accordlng to thé Popol Vuh by a deslre for "the aggrandlze—“g

ment of the klngdom"sé'and the attalnment of a pr0speroud §
o ' ' g Jff'if..
,f'conquest state 1n whlch subJugated peoples would pay trlbute ?;W_

: T =

‘jﬂ;ln gdods and servlces to Gumarcaah.; The Qulché were 51ngu—ff}_

larly successful 1n achlevlng thls goal At 1ts maxlmum
v o

extent, reached under the rule of Quldab the Great around

the mld flfteenth century, the Qulche conquest state was
large even by Postc1a531c Mesoamerlcan standards, stretchlng

o from the rlch cacao lands of Soconusco 1n the southwest to
the hlghlands of Verapaz 1n the north and east.- Terr1tor—,;;.'*f“‘

1ally, the state was, some 26 OQ\rsq km 1n area Vand'mv
T :
supported perhaps as many as one mllllon people._ It may

: have been the largest polltlcal entlty to have evolved 1n<iy
the entlre culture hlstory of hlghland Guatemala 59 _»Jgdffsh'""'“

Brlef accounts whlch record the paylng of trlbute

by the conquer@d peoples to the Qulche at Gumarcaah are

"[ contalned 1n the Po ol Vuh\and one of the 1Ja1 documents
"g.. the small towns and the large towns

~fjpa1d hlgh ransoms,.they brought preclou8'~

- stones ‘and metals, they brought honey of

" theé bees, ‘bracelets,: ‘bracelets of emeralds IR P
- and- other stones,-and brought garlands made : }wg. .‘oj~'~

nd’of blue: feathers, the trlbute of all the 1dm ,g' o :
,»’_townS'."....., ) I

Ll L

e

o It was not llttle what [Gucumatz and L
“Quicabl] did, neither were few, the trlbes AR
.- which they conquered.. Many branches - of . -
. ..-the tribes came to pay ‘tribute to the
< Quich&j full of- sorrow they camg ;
'?Gumﬁrcaah] to g1ve 1t over....u-




BN
b

T T N I TR L ‘4\,7"
RN . ..._the towns, as many as: these chlefsi o
1....[of Gumarecaah] «+. had conquéred came’
to pay tribute. They all came to: leave it,
'w1thout any- of them falllng to:do. so, because

they were -all. subJect to these chlefs, the;r,ﬁffﬁ e

conquerors T S e S el

There 1s no 1nformat1on 1n the ethnohlstorlcal

e
Y

fﬂsources concernlng the regularlty of trlbute payment but

1ff1t is llkely that a levy was exacted every EO or 80 days,'*””“'

i?as recorded by Las Casas for the people of Verapaz §?Y*7h::
:l;The trlbute brought from the subjugated prov1nces 1nto
‘qumarcaah was extremely vimled.” A Nldal document records
”Fcacao; pataxte (a frult 51mllar to the cacao bean) f18h6<=
:fshrlmp, tnrﬂles,:lguanas,.and cotton from the Pac1f1c

53"

fﬁCoast.n

&

ifand prec1ous stones from the Tzutuhll people of Lake
, - S k .

g e

fAtltlan.6 From the Cuchumatén reg1on, Sacapulas would

_Vhave provxded salt copper,Aand small leh-éS‘ Aguacatan

E;would have pa1d trlbute 1n tlerra~templada agrlcultural
‘ .

fproduce and p0381bly also in pre01ous stones and metals 66;

;-".

lOther Cuchumatan communltles subJect to Qulche rule would

tpresumably have pald trlbute 1n whatever 1tem could be

7locally produced and was con81dered de31rable, such astfﬁv~'

ffrult »corn llme (1mportant 1n the preparatlon of corn

lfor eatlng) _stone and tlmber for g“nstructlon purposes,:'

ganlmal sklns for clothlng, and numerous forest derived ff5ﬁﬁ:q'

;products (dyes, tannln, klndling, and torches)
It 1s thus falrly clear from the archaeologlcal
and the ethnohlstorlcal ev1dence, that by about the mlddle

A

lof the flfteenth century the Qulche had brought the greater

]
oy .

The Titulo de Santa Clara mentlons flsh,_crabs,_ﬁV



._;course of & few generatlons, to establlsh thelr rule over,y_.~,

ﬁfpsrt of hlghland Guatemala,,lncluplng several areas

ERP

;ithe Cuchu'atanes, under the polltlcal andﬂtrlbutary f

4 ¢ JurlS§1Ct10n of Gumarcaah. Hav1ng determ1ned that the?;;»"J”

e o B
fi“Qulche were iﬁdeed hlghly successful 1n forglng a conquest
e | * -
;jvstate, 1t 1s now necessary to seek an. explanatlon as to ‘

l
v

rlhow and

P

’fmuph of‘the land and the people of hlghland Guatemala

i'riCarmack feels that the rlse to power of the QulChe 15 uﬁ,diﬂ_ﬁ;'
”,ﬁassoc1ated d1rectly W1th thelr strongly Mexlcanlsed back-ff}w'“

}diground partlcularly thelr rellglo mlllgsrlstlc system ofs57

~1;be11efs, thelr superlor materlal apparatus, and the nature

of thelr soc1al organlsatlon'”.;'n”f.»';uwfﬂﬁf‘“i 77:‘;

‘ e v e

:;”The Qulche succeeded mostly because they
© . . were'ded:-in their military. conquests ‘and’
B 'ﬂf.ﬂambassadorlal polltlcs by leaders w1th

~

‘x the people of Gumarcaah were able, 1n the f@d

'e-Sfje‘gf;the traihing, equipment, ‘and purpose to fff Vo

~'succeed at these. For a'time the. othersag'g

. .. peoples of highland Guatemala were: BRI
~ ‘unprepared for such politics = mater1ally,,g,l”-

_ideologically, and organlzatlonally - and
deurlng this: ger1od the Qulche expanslon e
‘took place. - : . o

’*UCarmack malntalns that a prlmary motlve gﬁ Qulche
' &

:;aconQuest was £0 obtaln v1ct1ms who were later sacrlflced

‘ to the sangulnary gods Av1llx and TOhll. lee the Aztecli

L

B T
TSI 2
N .

;l of the Valley of Mexlco, the Qulche waged war to feed thelr:fvd

'wever hungry gods whose benevolence and blesslng, the Qulche £

;ffbeﬂleved could only be assured by the rltual dlspatch of

'.'human captlves on the sacrlflclal altar. War and conquest

f were: therefore necessary 1n order to malntaln a supply of

S

S



B and a ranked soc1al-m111tary Organlsatlon W1th well deflned

v1ct1ms requlred to placate the gods., Such a system of: L'pg.~

weaponry gave the Qulche a dlstlnct mllltary advantage over

L]

bellef must have been a strong force 1n propelllng the':

Qulche towards establlshlng thelr conquest state.saéa'

Two other attrlbutes 1nstrumental 1n the success
of Qulche expans1on were an effectlve mllltary apparatus.;i
‘.0

notlons of authorlty and’moblllty

Among the superlor weaponry of Mexlcan orlgln

”"employed by\the Qulche agalnst the1r less well equlpped

enemles were the bow and arrow the metal tlpped spear, 5 R

/, ..
K

the ob51d1an bladed sword he round shleld‘ and cotton— .

qu}lted armour.f The pOSSeSSIOn of thls more s0phlst1cated

[N
: .H/&, P .

other less-Mex1can18ed groups 1n the hlghlands.g
R ~’/ .

"‘ﬁiﬁd“i Added to thls materlal superlorlty WaS a 500131

organlsatlon whlch placed a strong emxha51s on authorlty

?}vand an elaborate system of mllltary ranklng 1n whlch ’

*®

several statlons of offlce can be dlstlngulshed Success v

/
. /' .

1n war was an 1mportant means of soclal moblllty By .

performlng 1n combat W1th valour and dlstlnctlou 1t was;_}r o

p0551ble for warrlors of low rank (1abal) tO‘attaiq_a SR

”hlgher mllltary status (achlh sale ahpop) Whichﬁin.b”

//.
,“;turn 1mproved thelr soclal recognltlon.‘ Thls prospect

‘ffof r151ng upwards through the ranks to a hlgher 8001&1

'elevatlon must also have served to stlmulate the de91re S

"Ffor mllltary success.

An 1mportant comblnatlon of rellglous, soclal, and

'?mllltary 1nfluences of Mexlcan orlgln was therefore largely P



La3

7}:%;;h
i}respon31ble for the emergence of the Qulche to a p031t10n

-t

‘of polltlcal supremacy among the,varlous Indlan peoples '

~_of hlghland Guatemala by the mlddle years of the flfteenth

-~

ﬂ;century. There can be llttle doubt that the Qulché durlng

»;the relgns of thélr two most famous leaders, Gucumatz and

;eQulcab extended the rule of Gumarcaah over much of the'

hcuchumatanes., Those parts domlnated 1ncluded the numerous ;f.

5tOWns afflllated—wrth—%aculeu, the towns of the lel country,

Ly 2 : v,,

—and the communltles of Aguacatén, Sacapulas, and Cunen.;ci“
B ) - B . . |

The exact spatlal extent of Qulche power 1n the;?h;"ﬁ

Cuchumatanes 1s stlll, however,'an 1ssue of contentlon._.

fRe01nos,”ch1efly on the ba51s of s1m11ar1t1es between the 5;ﬁ7

.0.

.archaeologlcal s1tes of the Cuchumatanes and those of the

1,central QulChé Speculates that the domlnatlon of the :fi"”"

fHuehuetenango area by the forces of Qulcab the Great dld ;ff'ij;;fiff

fnot end w1th the conquest of fmculeu and the establlshment

91

L ‘\ “ s e

of & 11ne of fortresses along the Cullco and Selegua valleyagfffhff“*

*'v v

,hRather, assert; Reclnos, Qulche domlnatlon reached well

ylnto the heart of the Cuchumatanes, to the Mam-speaking
Acommunltles of Todos Santos and San Martin,'and to the

!Jacalteca—speaklng Valley of the Rio Hulsta.To

Contrary to thls v1ew, Fox, 1n a recent study of
jthe proeess of Qulche terrltorlal expan81on,_ma1nta1nsf,h

‘qulte expllcltly that "the Jacalteca ; were beyond
| 71' |

pcontrol and seemlngly, 1nf1uence - The more cautlous
: _ oy o

fLa Farge and Byers hold that in all llkellhood
_' the hlgh mountaln barrler of the

B Cuchumatanes preserved its isolatlon,
;;and llke ‘the. varlous trlbes 1mmed1ately




S haTth and west_ . to whom the names AN
;,Aléhlaes and: Lacandones were 80 - ';*'ga7ff¥ff};-,ﬁj']q
. loosely applled it may. have conszste&'~=ﬂg5;;}“ﬂ SO
of ong/ér 8 number of petty prov1nclal A

- ‘chiefdoms- [where] there" must-have -been g.f’ -
- a gdod many- llttle towns, vith a small PR
. semi- arlstocracy,‘not very lofty, wlthout\' erton U
stupendous" monuments or’ strlklng r1ches,;{ﬁgf*jﬁvjx;ga
- Yiving out in a- ‘provincial way their PERTERSIREL TR
o simpler version of the. general Mayan_-tg“V"
'-j,pattern of‘llfe.7?a,;; e v

NEA K ‘.._.,(. SN

I
[

i*fwell 1n the Cuchumatanes but further contend that at

l'

”hleast 1n the”Jacalteca apeaklng parts of the hlghlands,f,i53"~hd"
' 73

}ff"there must have been—llttle here to attract them

A marked dlfference of oplnlon as to the prec1seggfri;f;f
BN N o S
5Qgextent and degree of Qulche penetratlon of the Cuchumatanes L *rbf“

'5[can therefore be 1dent1f1ed 1n the scholarly l;terature

fT.Desplte thls aspect of spatlal 1ndeterm1nacy, howeVer,,thef;;-PV”"”

'fdarchaeologlcal and ethnohlstorlcal ev1dence 18 generally

'7suggest1ve of a strong and w1despread Qulche 1nfluence

“h‘

fg'operatlng throughout much of the Cuchumat&n reglon 1n 1ate
s y.. '
-;rPostcla551c or Protohlstorlc tlmes., Those parts of the

thuchumatanes that undoubtedly fell to the 1nvad1ng Qur\hé;jﬁﬁ'gzjf
:. . '-,,Q - .,_, \ . . N

1n the early years of the flfteenth century can, for somefg
}ft;me thereafter, be regarded as 1ntegral terrltorlal com-hg7 ;f;t@ff

B Dowl T

‘ fponents of an 1mpre851ve conquest state.; Power over con-“' S
fquered peoples was malntalned by 1mplanted Qulche colonles

e;whose primary function was to control and regulate the

e

;[fhgw of trlbute from subJugated 1ands to Gﬁmarcaah.,;h'ff;-rj:
By the end of the fifteenth century the polrtlcal

!;hegemony of the Qulché over the peoples of highland Guatemalw



. had ddninishQQ considerably,~ Around lh?S follow1ng theA

;'*death of the mlghty Qulcab 1nternal dlslocatlons rerulted

1n one major branch of the Qulche ~the Cakchlquel severlng‘j

thelr afflllatlon w1th Gumarcaah and formlng the1r.66n;, ' ‘;

t B

'polltlcal system.- Upon breaklng W1th Gumarcaah the Cak-

o

- ch1quel mlgrated some 60 kllometres to the -south" and east

ot E e .-.

'-f;where, in the area of present day Tecpan, they founded thelr"”
capltal of Yxlmche on the mountaln of Ratzamut, and from ;

ithere 1n1t1ated thelr own pattern of conquest 7h ,-~lf,.f‘
' The seces51on of thg Cakchlquel from the Qulche

'precrpltated a’ serles of wars between Gumarcaah and Yx1mche\3
whlch lasted eleven years. The outcome of th1§%long |
struggle was the gradual ascendancy to power of the:-y,“
Cakchlquel over the Qulche. On one occa31on the Qulché
were completely routed and suffered the 1gnom1n10us shame'
‘of.hav1ng thelr rulers ceremonlously\sacrlflced to the
Cakchlquel gods.Ts Prolonged warfare wlth the Cakchlquel

- had the effect of weakenlng Qulche control over\a num;;rrv

of subjugated terrltorles 1nclud1ng parts of the Cuchu-.

matanes By the early years of the 31xteenth century at

] o
-

least ‘three Cuchumatan groups had revolted agalnst the

rule of Gumarcaah .The Titulo dﬁ Santa Clara records that ' .

the Quichékwere.expehled'from the lands ofethe Agaab people,A
of Sacapulas, from the lands of the Balamlha ("Jaguar house ).
.people of Aguacatan, and from the lands of the Mam people

.of Zaculeuo.'7
”Bykthe»end of the second\decadé‘ofrthe sixteenth
century,,only four_yearsrbefore'the‘arrival of the,Spaniards,

N

b .- : P



v

it appears that a dlstlnct change had taken place in the

relatlons between the rulers of Gumarcaah and peoples

T RN

vformerly admlnlstered by the Qulche as part of thelr '

2

. oconquest state.' At the helght of Qulche rule, the
o ~ . \-
'relatlons between Gumarcaah and conquered communltles

'a.were 31m11ar to those of & feudal lord and his vassals',

_After the successful revolt of outlylng Qulche domlnated
/- - :

’settlements agalnst rulg from Gumarcaah relatlons, in,
i

"the words of Carmack, more closely resembled "those of2~ i
77 |

. \\

- feudal lord to manorlal lord" .Thls change 1n the nature
hof polltlcal relatlons 1s perhaps best exempllfled by the '

>31tuat10n of the Mam of Zaculeu Once totally subject to

#,Qulche authorlty, he Mam of Zaculeu had by the tlme of :;';l

{”the Spanlsh conquest re asserted soverelgnty over much of

’

”hthelr terrltory and had emerged from the status of vassals_j\

to that of potent1al allles. Alvarado hlmself reported

‘that the Mem ruler, Calbll Balam was recelved wlth great y

rcerembny and respect at Gumarcaah 76 "t_’ {‘

e

: The ecllpse of Qulche power and the concomltant

fresurgence of former Qulche controlled peoples through :

»

force. of arms to the" status of self determlnlng nat1ons ‘
Jsulted in- the pol1t1ca1 fragmentatlon of hlghland

Guatemala in. the years 1mmed1ately prlor to conquest by

kSpain.. Upon their arriValvln 152h the Spanlards there—

- fore found a polltlcal 81tuatlon characterlsed not by

unlty but by dlver31ty. Although the Cakchlquel seem to
~have rlsen to 8 p081tlon of p011t1cal emlnence among the.

emergingllndian nations, a vacuunm of power prevalled,

]

A. o
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- «(ii) Land, Settlement, and Socikty . -

~ ditches or walls), or'couldfhave'been'defendedrfrom;,;k e

and thlrd,~settlements whlchvhave_both a'naturallyedefen51ve

o _ N
" such. as Chutlxtlox and Chutlnamlt in the Sacapulas ba51n

throughout highland Guatemala on the eve of Spanlsh conquest.

There are strtng 1nd1catlons ‘that thls vacuum of power would

have been fllled by the Aztecs of the Valley of Mex1co had
B ‘

95

the Spanlards.ndt\arrlved before them and altered. completely :

79

thefcourse of Mesoamer;can:hlstory.;

. . e i v
s . . . . Lo | . U N
‘ : : ¢ : v : . e & W

The late Postcla551o or Protohlstorlc perlod between“

the years 1200 and 152h was a tlme of 1nvas1ons,»conquests,

and almost perpetual strlfe throughout hlghland Guatemala

&

In v1ew of condltlons of flux maklng llfe essentlally an

. unstable affalr, a prlmary cons1derat10n 1n the human

Y

‘occupatlon of the land was. the need for defence. Thls

need 1s clearly reflected in. the locatlon and layout of

‘_the majorlty of late pre-Hlspanlc Cuchumatan settlements

7 Most Protohlstorlc settlements 1n the Cuchumatanes
{ . , A

belong to one of three defence orlented categorles flrst

y»those whlch are located on defens1ve*hllltops or spurs of

land,-such ‘as the Aguacatan settlement of Tenam Xolchun,
lylng at the end o? a small plateau surrounded by deep
rav1nes,80 second, settlements whlch may not be partlcu—‘

"siarly wellepositioned defensively_but which"have“either

‘artificial devices of'protectiOn](bulwarks, causeways; '

nearby hilltops, such as the Mam capital of Zaculeu;

locatlon and the addltlonal ‘advantages of man made defences,
82

T
'.

]
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,Aﬁ emphasis was thereforerlaced, in_locatlng-or.planning'ﬁ
'»settlements;'on thefneed:for;protectionnb.Of the,lS.Cuchu4l;
‘;matan‘sites.which»can-be‘positivelf-identified’as hauing
/signs;of ProtohiStoric occupation,.léherhlblt'defenslve;1
orlpotentlally defen51ve characterlstlcs (see Table 3).

The predomlnant settlement complex assoczated w1th B

the occupatlon of the Cuchumatanes on the eve of Spanlsh f

conquest.waS‘that;of the tlnamlt;amag, 8" hlghland Guateed‘
’malan varlat&on of ¥:) fundamentally centre perlphery

pattern of settlement in whlch a soc1al as’ well as a

spatlal dlstlnctloa can be made Tlnamlt a Nahua word
meanlng walled or fortlfled towns 'were’located on:-t~?

S 1 '
o naturally defen31ve or artlflclally proﬁected terraln

Accordlng to Carmach tlnamlt.were esta
th wave of Mex1can 1nfluence whlch swept‘t:e hlghlands of ‘{:“”
r,zGuatemala after 1250 A D Re31dentral unlts'were'oftenuul
located adjacent to the tlnamlt ;as at: Chutaxtlon and);ff”
Zaculeu,‘but the tlnamlt were generally so bhy51callytif:;uﬁ
1 conflned.as to prevent‘any masslve agglomeratlon of
upe0ple 'In'thls'sense t1nam1t although strongly
ucleated‘ were mostly non- urban or. at best sem1 urban
iirentltles whlch never attalned the 51ze'or complex1ty of

such truly urban centres as Teotlhuacén or Tenochtltlén

Tlnamlt were essentlally rellglo mllltary strongholdsf’
————-—-1—-' ) .

i

’vwhere the prlests and rulers llved, and to where the'

common people turned for splrltual guldance in tlmes of

A 8
peace and phy31cal protect;on 1n tlmes of wargv3 A. Leq_
. ‘ R . o o o o S
yard,Smithfprovides an excellent summary of the'functional

‘llshed under the\ e
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: : A o '7” ‘ i
' 1mportance of the tlnamlt of the Rablnal and Sacapulas

‘T valleys in the context of the changes whlch hlghland

J
: Guatemala a5 &- whole underwent between the Cla531c and v

~ v : o
‘Postcla551c perlods

Ve
1
oo

“Evidence pointing to the comparat1Ve o
eacefulness of life during Classic
tlmes .+ and the warlike’ condltlons o
~ . that followed this: relatlvely qulet'“
- era until the [Spanlsh] ‘conquest. is-
‘jstrong . There is a'great.’ contrast.
between the nondefen31ve valley slte§/
of: the: early perlods and-the" latei. _ . SRR S
" [Postclassicl ‘hilltop defensive: sites. B
The -former are opeén to attack from all T e
L : 31des, the latter are not only placed
:‘ng*ln ea51ly defen81ble posltlons ‘but. .
haVe the: added protectlon of hlgh walls - v
and’ ;exwaces These fortified sites’ =;‘L-;[ﬁa“
“(tinsmit] are strateglcally placed so. ., .
-asdto. protect valleys where [the: common]
" people 1lived and grew.their crops.i\ The
"valley of Rabinal (to the south and east
of “the Cuchumatanes) ‘was protected by Sl
Chuitinamit, Cahyup, and Pichec; the ~fff,3{”'f \f
“valley of. Sacapulas by Chuitinamit, B
Chutlxtlox, Xolpacol and Pacot.- These
~,s1tes were: surely used as’ places of co
_‘refuge ‘as well as. rellglous centers.
,In some’ ways they mlght be . compared to
“the. castles of the Middle- Ages in Europe, A
~.where in time of enemy attack the v1llagers ty.
of the nelghbourhood sought safety. o T

Dlstlnct both spatlally and soc1ally fron tmeltlnamlt afc}ﬁ;
:-T”were the gg_g : The ég_g a . Qulché word meanlng v1c1nage'or‘.u
ﬁoutlylng dlstrlcts , were dlspersed forms of settlement‘whlch
zpwere 1nd1genous to hlghland Guatemala prlor to the 1mpact of
"Mexlcanlsatlon andbthe.establ1shment of tlnamit dwelllng for
-‘the rellgious and mllltaryiellte., ___5 were overwhelmlngly
vthe abode ofythe common people.~ The Domlnlcan prlest Fran— o

CISCO leenez, wrltlng in the elghteenth century about llfe



"1n Guatemala before the Spanlsh conquest has left a memor—

' rable descrlptlon of the am g and 1ts relatlonshlp to the

'tlnamlt

R

- [The amagl is a small’ tovn extended
. +.like the legs of a-spider from which . S e T
... 27 they take the 51mllitude to glvetltv" f;* A -f){ E
© .. this name, as if:we were to-say hamletj . . AT
rand Lit 1s usedl to dlfferentlate it Ml-
. “from the. cabecera or: towns whlch
, “were: 1nhab1ted by lords, and whlch :
... were called’ tlnamlt, whlch means, v;f"”
“"ﬁ)city or’ court % L DR
P e T ‘W3* O A _ - . o
{?g;w' Desplte the wldespread trend towards rellglo mllltary J*’
. AT E ¥

3’51nucleat10n 1n the form df the tlnamlt the 5 remalned the

HE T : ) \ .>> :
' *fdomlnant form of ghttlement for the common maJorlty who 11ved

Yo L ' x -
,'”’1n outlylng rural areas. The tlnamlt amag complex found

l.ﬁ'throughout hlghland Guatgmala on the eve of Spanlsh conquest

'Lwas thus 'a compromlse settlement .,; 1n Whlch members of fi'_”*?
o Lo - : L
'he rullng strata re31ded un town centers (tlnamlt) near the

‘;-temples 'whlle members of the lower strata stretched out over

\ . N . . . . - 8 t'.
Tythe country51de 1n small hamlets (amag) or 1n other unlts 5

' The ba31c 500181 dlstlnctlon reflected 1n the tlnamlt- :

“t“a g pattern of settleme t 1s only part of the complex soc1al

- ¥
7ffabrlc of 1ate pre—Hlsp 1c llfew; Carmack has recently es—]:’
v S .

‘tabllshed that the QulC ’ of Gumarcaah had a 5001al structure

:Whlch was a compllcate 1ntegratronvof,rank descent terrl-ff: -
oo R - 8g , .
torlallty, hierarchy, nd:quadrachotomles"u- Assumlng thati,‘

"the Indlan peoples of the Cuchumatanes had a form of SOCl&l
o the Qu1che of Gumarcaah,_a funda-‘}j:’

'organlsatlon 51F11ar
: , N

Y . RN



df%f flnes of the tlnamlt the vassals were secular, payers

N 1*caste of slaves was entlrely beholden to the lords

¥

~ﬂTheilords werepcOncerneduwithﬁpolitical,.military,‘anag
":religiouslaffairs; the vassals were humble subjects who
‘»laboured, proV1ded, and fought for thelr masters ‘The

'Hlords were sacred ecelved trlbute (1n goods, labour,_

"Hfandfwlves) dressed 1n flne woven cloths of coloured

fﬁ;cotton, and llved 1n elaborate palaces w1th1n the con-f}*;'V

A

311n rudlmentary"hﬁts amldst the cornflelds of the ""g

-1fIn between lords\and vassals was a. mlddle stratum con';ﬂj-fﬁ'”

'-/.j.

\r*A51st1ng of. warrlors“ merchants, and artlsans At Gumar-fbf""

mcaah there was also a serf caste who worked the lands ofiﬁf~fv_dfﬂfﬂ

kfthe lords and llke the vassals, were trlbute payers dAL_fai”'“

o These soc1al d1v181ons ex1sted w1th1n a larger,'f{'p

’ more subtle framework whlch 1nvolved a system of ranked

.a : B . . BT
llneages.‘ Broadly, :dlstinctlon‘can=be«made between noble»-"
and commoner llneages Spe01f1c hlgh ranklng noble llneages

e’,whlle low ranklng commoner llneages were’ denled access to-

'wdany such offlces and were engaged pr1mar11y 1n prov1d1ng

'trlbute 1n tlmes of peace and mllltary serv1ce ‘in tlmes of

s
(

d~war;- Terrltorlally, noble and commoner llneages were grouped

‘.;together to form rural estates known as chlnamlt whlch bore

tthe name of the hlghest ranked 11neage.i Several chlnamlt.‘
bd]fcollectlvely constltuted larger unlts known as alpul whlch
’.appear to have been tradltlonal soc1al and terrltorlal s

ent1t1es of con31d3rab1e anthulty.aag

. -
1“were assoc1ated w1th certaln polltlcal or mllltary offlces, Ff:ﬂ.,

99 .~

A"wffOf trlbute"dressed 1n 31mple henequen cloths,‘and llVEdf’;?fﬁ'ﬁ:f
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. ",‘
5, .

It is llkely that upon thelr arrlval 1n the Cuchu-l
ﬁataneé the Spanlards found throughout the reglon a soc1o—'-
; 'spat1al organlsatlon whlch was siﬁllar to that of the-‘
Qulche of Gumarcaah Severallparts of the Cuchumataneé
.ﬂ: ih“dﬂ.for most of thedflfteenth century, been under thev
ﬁoiitlcal hegemony‘of Gumaréaah and had been governed by
L an 1mplénted Qulché ellte who;‘poséibly 1n>conjunc£10ﬁ ;_,i
‘bw1th the leaders of.the.subjugated pe0ples,vexerc1$ed.;
 ::v§oﬁtrol ovér the common majorlty Qulché domlnatlon 1ﬁ e
'%ié the Cuchumatan reglon had long 81ﬁce lapsed when fhe o
o Spanlards arrlved but presumably the 1nfluence of fh@
T“>>Mex1canlséd expedltlonarles.of Gumargé;h:p;é#élled 1n a
‘Qulchean derlved st&le.of s§c1§ polltlcal organlsatlén
It was left to the 1mper1al forces led by Gonmalo de;;f‘;fiiagi
Alvarado,_who 1n1t1ated the Spanlsh mllltary conquest”v
iif of ﬁhe Cuchumatanes 1n 1525, to usheruln an era of radlcél S
 (§oc1al polltlcal and cultural‘change whlch far Qurpésﬁed-

&nythlng the pe0ples of the Cuchumatén hlghlands had exper_;},

1enced under the rule of the Qulché of Gumarcaah.,;\} ft*
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CHAPTER TWO: NOTES:

a

l0 Im.Farge, Santa Eulalla v“ghezReligion'Of:a":'

'd‘LCuchumatén Indl&n ‘Town, (Chicago: University of Chicago:

" Press, 1947), p. x. ‘This' book was not: publlshed until.
19475 but llke most of. La Farge's work, the data pertain
f 10 the late 1920s- and early-1930s whepn La Farge spent at. ..
”ﬂkleast three fleld seasons in. the Cuchumatanes : S

L. Zrep. Woodbury erid ‘A.S. Trik, The Ruins. of Zaculeu,
'U“Guatemala, (Rlchmond ' Unlted Frult Company, 1953) ’

3A L Smith and A.¥, Kldder, Exeavations at. Nebag;yf

e

3fff1951A,

101

Guatemala,,(Washlngton" Carnegle Instltute of Washlngton,,,.*'

'hP. Becquelln, Archaeolqgle de la Reglon de Nebu¢,._”v_’v*

~ (Paris: Memoires de L'Institut de'Ethnologie, No. 2, 1969).

fsTerrltorlally deflned Mesoamerlca 1ncludes Mex1co

*tﬂfsouth of the Lerma-Panuco. dralnage, all of the present day
'v‘republlcs of Guatemala and ‘E1l Salvador, the self~ governlng

sQicolony of Brltlsh Honduras, nowadays Bellze, and - the western
~.extents. of the’ republlc of Honduras ‘to an’ approxlmate boundary
formed- by the-Ulda River ‘and Lake Yojoa., See W.T. Sanders (v

- and B.J, Prlce, Mesoamerlca The Evolution. of 8 ClVlllzatlon,;f‘

4-t}(New York: Random House,’ l968), v.,6tf The same authorsj. L

6 1h present a conUiSe cultural deflnltlon of Mesoamerlca

_6<vv

o uJune 1977 pp-‘258 259

R KJ E Kelly, Pedro de Alvaraaéf Congulstador,
’f(Prlnceton Prlnceton University Press; 1932), p. 139.
" The reference is. contained in the flrst of Alvarado '3 two

§ : "R, Gruhn and A L Bryan,'"Los Taplales f:A Paleo?;'"'" :
.,s;Indlan Camp31te in: The Guatemalan nghlands : PrOCeedlngs N
‘of the American Phllosophlcal §pc1ety,,V01 121 No. 3, N

© 'surviving. letters to Cortes 1n Mexlco Clty, wrltten about v"fﬂnﬁ

A R - e SR }‘»U:" o

R R, 88 T, Borhegyl, "Archaeologlcal Synthe51s of the

a,';Guatemalan nghlands", ‘Handbook of Middle American Indians, .
Vol 2, (Austin:: Unlver51ty of Texas: Press, 1965), pp. 6- 7

K]

;d?Sanderssand,Priee;]gp;”éitg,”p,‘zh. e
" “Borhegyi, OD. c1t.,_pp,;7—l8.»w

LA



. Dr:
'QjGuatemala’Clty
S . this- encyclopaedlc document
‘_fwhen hlS magnum opus would be avallable 1n publlshed form

;;e'ls derlved from ‘the much earller 1nvestlgat10ns of the. German
'1escholar Eduard Seler, whose archaeologlcal reconnalssance of
s @northwestern Huehuetenango is .contained in an address glven o
i to the Twelfth ‘Session of the International Congress of. '
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e T l9‘l‘he manuscrlpt c0py of the second edltlon of the JfﬁfrﬁA
‘wngcc1onar10 Geograflco de. Guatemala is. currently ‘housed 1n.}f“”
‘Francis: Gall's offlce ‘at the- Instltuto Geograflco Nac1onal

uehue-ffuf

L A Reclnos, Monografia del Departamento de H
’tenan o (Guatemala :Ministerio de Educacién Publica; - -195L).
hl8 Recinos" 1nformatlon -on-the Chaculf: region b”i“-

e Alten" An51edelungen

»or “The 014~ Towns of Chaculh. Seler “infer

s con-.

' f_of pottery and stelae styles.f_,”", :‘l‘:_ll vfunv;‘.ﬁa,g.:-
. R . . L .'A" ) __t_{zA ; RE

;5[The stelae of the Chaculé reglon] are very
fflmportant pleces because they are the exact
;_'counterparta of the- stelae or’ columns of:

- Cop@n and Quiriguf,
“inhabitants of Chacula were part: of” the same

prov1ng that the ancrent

,ll01v1llsatlon as the tribes that created these ,
.great monuments,'rlghtly famous throughout the‘}7~"

-tfjworld

,.(3‘

._’v.

But the inhabitants of Cliaculé, poorer-

@tand more. prlmlt;ve, vere: obllged to work with' BN
a [llmestone] materlal whlch could not’ compare,,jg,,">

grounds of 31m11ar1ty
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.with the beautiful, .volcanlc rock worked R
= by the sculptors of Copén and Quirigué. o
"y - 'But one sees‘on these two [stelael pillars

. the same glyphs, beginning with the calli-" .~
- ngraphlc sign for the Katun, the. cycle of
: lltwenty tlmes three hundred and sixty days,
" "that one sees on the stelae of Copan and

['Qulrlgua ,;;;.' SR A B IR

)

"The'"Old Towns of Chaculé" are’ among the . best preserved of o

;f_many pre—Hlspanlc Cuchumatén S1tes worthy of further and

.fmore 1nten51ve archaeologlcal 1nvest1gat10n

S 21R M Carmack The’DOcumentaAylsources, Ecology.and = . - -
'Culture Hlstory of the Prehlspanlc Quiché: Maya of Guatemala," o
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‘ ;dﬂallsm in nghland Guatemalan State Development (AIbuquerqueEyVﬂ R
'ﬁljUnlvers1ty of New Mexlco Press, 197877 lSl SR T
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-ykjand S. G Morley ﬂ_n_l,' e

el 27Ca.rma.ck 197E ) s _R c1t., pp. 265 3h5 contalns T
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;;Engllsh translatlon of the Titulo C'oy01.vv]1‘- R s
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"rHlstorla Qulche deé Don. Juan -de Torres, Testamento de 108
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in A.\Rec1nos, Crbonicas Indigenas' de Guatemal (Edltorlal S

*'IUnlver81tar1a" Guatemala, 195TY




"‘1972)

ol 10k
,:fxtbv e T
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% . 79M J MacLeod Spanish Central Amerlca A. Soc1o—l
‘economic History (1520- 1720) (Berkeley and Los. .Angeles:
Unlver51ty of California Press, 1973), p.’37 : SR

o BOSmith,‘gg, cit., p}'ls.'

€ . - “Fox (1978),.0p. cit., p.;151. o :

R SR “Smith, 22.101t., . 16 21
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. Carmack (1968),_ ocit., p. 81."
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| F. leenez, Hlstorldhde la Prov1nc1a de San
Vicente. de Chiapa y Guatemala quoped in Carmack- (1968),
op. c1t., p. 81. ' - e :
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oo ST 8SCarmack (1968) op." 01t.,;p1 83. That a spatlal
o dlchotomy of a general "centre- -periphery". nature existed _
.in the settlement arrangement is further attested by spec1f1c.
3references ‘in the ethnohlsborlcal 'sources. -»The Popol Vuh
~tells of Quicab conquering "the’ fields and the towns" -
(Rec1nos, 1950, op. cit., pp. 221 and - 228), while. the Annalsl
of the Cekchlquels records this -samé conquest as. the taking
of "al1~ the small towns- and the large towns, the ‘country -
as well 85 the 01t1es", (Rec1nos, 1953, ;R c1t s P 91) .

86qarmackv(197z@,“32;;cit.;"§;'6.'
87 T o o
.-Carmack,(1977), op. cit., pp. 6—9.--! _ i

8BCarmack (1977) .0p. cit., pp. 10 -13. The links
between llneage and terrltory are cruc1a1 to an understanding .-
of man-land relationships in pre- Conquest times. At the .

- moment, however, no. information of this kind exists for- the s
Cuchumatanes and’ therefore must be considered & necessary '
objective of future research: Until this matter and several
others related to it, are thoroughly 1nvest1gated perhaps. a’
fruitful procedure 13 to extrapolate cautlously, as has been.
done in this . chapter, from the work armack-and his associ-
ates in the Quichean area. There mVrjuonslderable risks
lnvolved in such. an exerclse, not. leaBt because some scholars
are wary of the trust’ Carmack places in certain documentary

: sources. Professor-Ruth Gruhn, for example, is critical of
‘ "Carmack's 11teral interpretation of the Popol Vuh" and
suggests that clalms to original Toltec ancestry by Quiché
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llneages were llkely [made] anly to- legltlmlze the regime"
<(Gruhn,.persona1 communlcatlon)

Support for Gruhn's poéltlon on thls partlcular
-issue can be found in J. Rounds, "The Role of the Tecuhtll
in An01ent Aztec Soclety , Ethnohistory, Vol. 2k, L,
1977, pp- 343-361. “Rather than regardlng "a superlmposed
‘Toltec rullng class as a separate group of forelgners who-
wrested control from the 1ndlgenous leaders", Rounds favours .
‘the view that "the members of the emerging ruling class .
: [tecuhtll; plural tetecuhtinl] were not seen',,; 88 forelgners,
but.as the 1eg1t1m&te descendents of the tradltlonal elite
families". . According to Rounds "the office of tecuhtli was
‘w1despread early in the hlstory of central Mesoamerlca, and
was found in most localities prior to the ‘trend . uoward
f;:reglonal centrallsatlon 1n1t1ated by the 1mper1al states
of the 1hth and 15th centuries. ‘Locdal tetecuhtin came to
“clalm descent from the Toltec dynasties: elther through
spurious, mythological generalog&es [sic) or, in most cases,» u
through intermarriage with authentic Toltec¢ lines “that ‘ ‘
introduced the sac¢red blood in & sufficiently rich mix to
claim divine favour The klnshlp agong: reglonal elites 1s

“then viewed as a result not of’ 1mp051t10n of a foreign

rullng class upon local: polltlcal structures, but as the

~ product . of- strateglc 1ntermarr1ages among existing. power
'oflgureS'lntended to relnforce thelr local authorlty'%hrough
both the, symbolic legltlmatlon of Toltec blood and the‘l
;mllltary force of wldespread alllances.' ‘Thus “+. the.
persons’ who formed the core of the emerging ruling class =
were seen emlcally not as the offsprlng of forelgners but-
as the heirs of the tradltlonal leaders w1th an added .
-jclalm to legltlmacy - FEN -

et

' - Only w1th the formulatlon ‘and testing of such ' ‘
-‘hypotheses in a spec1f1chlly Cuchumatén. settlng will. the‘-'
‘pre- Conquest hlstory of the region progress, to use the ,
‘term .of La Farge, beyond. a status of "guesswork" to one of’
greater academlc credmblllty. : . -
' ~ ’ e
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CHAPTER THREE - - = ',

CONQUEST- AND SUBJUGATION BY IMPERIAL SPAIN

From’ ghe moment e I . - i
-put my men in. order, and
~ went ‘out to.give them ~
. battle w1th nlnety horse-
ra .. . men ... we commenced to
S ‘crush them and scatter
‘them in all direections,
and ‘followed them in. S o .
pursult for. two leagues . _ S
C and & half until all of o S ' '
Ty © them were routed and nobody
' left in front of us.. Later , . -
“we returned agalnst them, f" L e

- and our friends and ‘the R SR
5 1nfantry ‘made the greatest . o L s N
"destructlon in the world . - R SN

<++. That day we killed.
’and 1mprlsoned many peOple.  ‘?,

Pedro de Alvarado (152h)

v

.
R

:‘IntroductiOn‘

Wars weged between grouoe for the controi of mutuelly
bude31red lands and peoples 1nev1tably carry dramatlc and far- o
‘{reachlng‘rmplrcatlons, partlcularly for defeated aﬂ& vanqulshed
vh,factlons J The Spanlsh conquest of Guatemala 1n the 51xteenthM
.{7century\was no exception.v SubJugatlon by Spaln was .8 traumat1c
experlence for the Indlan peoples of - Guatemala, more s0 be— h}
cause dlsruptlons wrought by mllltary confrontatlon were |
.orelnforced for centurles thereafter by the operatlon of-f:

';Spanlsh promoted forces which ' profoundly altered the nature

r lCQ ev

7
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of Indian life. .Specific geographical‘consequene%s of”the ‘

-JGuatemala on. December‘6 1523 w1th an army Whlch 1ncluded

110

Spanlsh conquest of the Cuchumatﬁn hlghlands are . dlscussed

at length 1n subsequent chapters The purpose of the present

chapter is to reconstruct the.chronology of_Spanash penetrae'

‘tion and domination in the region, not merely to serve as\\\\\

historical°narrative but more‘importantly‘to give‘some

1mpress1on of Spatlal varlatlon in the pattern of conquest——

some areas were 31gn1f1cantly more dlfflcult to subjugate

By

A and control than others.f Fundamental to the'reconstructlon

1s an; apprec1at10n of the extent and degree of Indlan re31s— :

‘_tance to Europeanrlnva51on,'an apprec1atlon whlch 1s of v1tal

~,1mportance w1th respect to estlmates later made of the 51ze‘=

z

.of the Cuchumatén populatlon at Spanlsh contact.

erhecSpanish7Conguestﬁof‘Guatemala (152h;15hl)- .

B The Spanlsh conquest of Guatemala began w1th the ;],”'

"‘V;by hlS commandlng offlcer, Hernén Cortes, to verlfy reports,

:;jof the exlstence of "many rlch and splend;d lands 1nhab1ted

)t

Wby new and dlfferent races Alvarado had left Mex1co for

,tlEO‘cavalry"3OO 1nfantry, and several hundred Mex1canj{=;
.,@Eauxlllarles from Cholula and Tlaxcala.z‘ Alvarado et w1th
"*jfﬁo appreclable natlve re81stance on hlsimarch down the sparSely A
- hsettled Pacific coast‘ Only after a dlfflcult ascent of the ,fv

- pass near Santa Marla de Jesus,_ so rough that the horses

iy

:could.scarcely cllmb",3~d1d‘the Spanlsh expedltlonaryvforce,"

-

'i;tentrada of Pedro de Alvarado 1n February, l52h Instructed '-fdﬂkd
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| enter "the densely populated Guatemalan hlghlands and meet
w1thostubborn Ind&an opp031t10n‘ Tielmost dec131ve con~
frontatlon took place early 1n 152h when the 1nvad1ng
Spanlards met the warrlors of ‘the Qulche natlon on the D
n[broad plalns where the clty of Quezaltenango now stands.
The Qulche had unsuccessfully trled to forge an
alllance w1th the Cakchlquel and the Tzutuhll peoples and
v‘thus present the Euﬁopean 1nvaders wlth 8 unlted Indlan
H”challenge The refusal of - the- Cakchlquel and the Tzutuhll
to 301n ranks w1th a’ mutual enemy meant that the Qulche"
fconfronted thefSpanlards w1th .8 force drawn entlrely from
'thelr own people.f Desplte belng shunned by the Cakchlquel
-and the Tzutuhll the Qulche noqetheless had a dlstlnct
;;numerlcal advantage over the Spanlards.; Although greatly

"'outnumbered 5a comblnatlon of astute tactlcs and a superlor

W"mllltary apparatus resulted 1n an 1mpre851ve Spanlsh vlctory.'l'

":fThe phy51cal and psychologlcal 1mpact of cavalry on a’ people

1 . .
.who had never before seen a horse was as devastatlng as the }W,&"'

::A materlal superlorlty of steel and ffrearms over the bow and

farrow., After a long and bloody battle, durlng Vhlch Alvarado ;ff[‘
'fjfhlmself kllled the Qulche ruler Tecun Uman 1n man to-man |
‘gcombat the Qulche surrendered

After laylng down arms, the Qulche 1nv1ted the f -

FC'_Spanlards to thelr cap1ta1 Utatlén (Gumarcaah) allegedly

”'to dlscuss the terms of subjugatlon.' At Utatlan, a last

sdesperate effort vas made by the Qulche to escape defeat,

‘_'A plot was dev1sed whereby the Spanlards were to be lured



. fout51de the c1ty openly reneWed hostllltles.' Alvarado then

into the'confines'ofvthe capftal Once. inside; the
‘_;man-made'causeway formlng the prlnClp&l approach to the.
"city uaslto be destroyed thus trapplng Alvarado, hlS |
'soldlers,‘and the much feared horses Both c1ty and foe
‘hwould then be set on flre. On enterlng the half desertedv

‘t;Utatlén,'resembllng more "a robber 8- stronghold than a

5.

'.Ac1ty the- wary Spanlards sensed a. consplracy and retreated

ehastlly back across the cauSeway to safety Susplclons‘of f
| ‘the plot were conflrmed when Indlan warrlors.on the plaln |

. v
- ordered hlS soldlers to fall on the Qulche w1thout mercy
‘5Utatlan was la1d~to waste, and the rulers reSpon51ble for b;
hiiconéplrlng‘agalnst the Spanlards burned to death | lniex

'~;complete dlsarray the Qulche natlon collapsed A cruclal

112

,:prlmary phase 1n the Spanlsh conquest of Guatemala had beenfjtkfvtf'

aeffectlvely, albelt brutally,faccompllshed

Follow1ng the defeat of the Qulche, the Spanlards

. . \ L T T
ﬁjturned agalnst other Indlan peoples.t Whereas the conquest

'?of central Mex1co had been executed w1th a prompt and ruthlessﬂ?t

‘efflclency, Spanlsh subJugatlon of the Guatemalan hlghlandsldf"

“3was made an arduous, protracted affalr by the pOllth&l

‘fragmentatlon of the reglon. Unllke Cortes 1n Mexhco,

'uLAlvarado had no slngle, domlnant Indlan group to conquer

;tRather, . host of small but tenaclous groups had to be

v]fovercome.‘ Domlnatlon of the Qulché was followed by a serles

5of laborlous campalgns agalnst the Tzutuhll the Pocomén,-"v

”Sothe Mam, the Cakchlquel (1n1t1ally Spanlsh allles who- revolted»

o
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in 1526 after sufferlng two years of abuse at the hands of

'ﬁthelr forelgn masters) the lel the Uspantec, and the:
. ,

‘Kekchl The conquests of these and other Indlan groupS'
"';rcontlnued throughout the 15205 and well 1nto the415303.6l'
The mllltary phase of ‘the Sp&nlsh conquest of f} l'f @
"hlghland Guatemala may, therefore,gperhaps best be regarded .
-b;ﬂas beglnnlng w1th Alvarado s entrada 1n 152h and endlng
E

”faround the tlme of the congulstador 5 death in l5hl-«wit;

..J

bthus took almost 20 years, by flre and‘sword before the
T:fQ&rléus Indlan peoples of hlghland Guatenala were brought
' tﬁhder Spanlsh rule l Durlng thlS Pr010nged herlod of con-'hf“
ﬂ‘bqueSt several natlve STOUPS were not only‘succ%ssful 1n,bi{”

freslstlng the mllltary forces of 1mper1al Spaln, some_f‘~9:'

ER actually 1nf11cted defeat, albelt momentarlly,‘on the

“ffEuropean 1nvaders Among the Indlan groups of" Guatemala-qan;ﬁi‘njhf,“

’ffrwho offered stubborn opp031t10n to the Spanlards were the

3lmpeoples of the Cuchumatén hlghlands.:sln74-l

knghe §panlsh Conquest of the Cuchumatén _ e _
lelghlands'(1525 1530) S ;“]gj~_”}_fg.f Qif;;,,lfg;e_lb

vThe Spanlsh.conquest of the Cuchumatén hlghlandsgeV

b‘uas accompllshed between the years 1525 and 1530 by three.
;'mllltary campalgns dlrected chlefly agalnst the Mam, the"'b
“‘jtvall, and the Qulchean people of Uspantén.» The expedltlohs hflft'
-amounted by the Spanlards preclpltated at least seven 51g— R
l’}nlflcant battles w1th the Indlan‘peoples of the Cuchumatanes.

,On one occaslon, durlng the 1n1t1&l campalgn aga1nst the TR

,-Uspantec 1n 1529 the Spanlsh expedltlonary force was-‘“

\{"Q_:j e o | e ’ L DR ‘
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o fresoundlngly beaten back Only after bold and bloody

're51stance d1d the peoples‘of the Cuchumatén hlghlands ‘

flnally surrender to Spanlsh domlnatlon.i'

—

o Spanlsh subjugatlon of the Cuchumatanes began in
"1525 wlth the expedltlon 1ed by Gonzalo de Alvarado agalnst »”
'the Mam Gonzalo had been app01nted by hls brother,vPedro"

V;de Alvarado, to conduct the campalgn after 1t was revealed’ )

~_gby the Qulche leader,kSequechul that the abortlve plot to~

'fburn the Spanlards at Utatlén in- 152h was suggested to

t'Sequechul s father; Chlgna Hu1ucelet by the Mam ruler

thalbll Balam 7 Sequechul w1shed to aVenge what he con->d

5f‘51dered the unjust executlon of hlS father for purportedlyﬁ',_

oYY

'1deng1neer1ng the plot.3 If Chlgna Hulucelet had been burnedlffff

lﬁffat the stake for hlS role 1n the consplracy, punlshment

4
A

yffshould also be meted out to Calbll Balam., Wlth thls@endt'”

'“iﬁln m1nd Sequechul offered to gulde the Spanlards 1njen~f1b“
S B Lo el S
’bexpedltlon agalnst the Mam. To further conv1nce thejd_'f*“*

S0

'Vspanlards of the deslrablllty of con&uest, Sequechulfﬂm}«”

i fdescrlbed the terrltdry of the Mam as Sreat,and”rlch" :ﬂr;f'

]and assured that abundant treasure would be among the

““>>"sp01ls of v1ctory.8s The entreatles of Sequechul met wlth

o a. favourable response,‘and preparatlons were accordlngly

flfmade for a major entrada.d;fdnvﬂ:
Gonzalo de Alvarado left Tecpén Guatemala, thgf:;fa

>>USpan1ards* temporary base, for the country of the Mam fh!d

' '."early in July, 1525,‘w1th a party of “0 Cavalry’ 80

=71nfantry, and 2000 Mex1can and Qulchean warrlors 1oyal

-

*fto the Spanlsh Crown A331sted by another contlngent



-t

f'filAlvarado 1mmed1ately ordered hls cavalry 1nt0 actlon

““1JLThose Indlans not kllled by Spanlsh lancag or trampled

~of several hundred Indlans servlng as pack bearers,”the_

' party proceeded flrst to Totonlcapén, a town on the out-l

'fcsklrts of Mam terrltory whlch functloned as mllltary and f

']entrada, and elght days passed befor

zencampment at Totonlcapén, the party proceeded northwards

. b
L4

”supply headquarters for the campalgn.- After a brlef

‘slnto Mam country Heavy ralns dqlayed the progress of the o

the expedltlonary : 'vifj§;f

"ﬁforce arr1Ved at the swollen Rio Houdo oL The march con—x'

5cit1nued untll the 1nvaders reached the plaln where the .

lchabout to march sn‘Huehuetenango, only three kllometres
y';-away, when thevaere.confronted by a Mam army,{reportEd
“eras 5000 strong,19 from the nglghbourlng town of Malacaténri
‘ix}f(now Malacatancmto) ‘

'p7Malacatecos approached the Spanlards over an open plaln

“of<San Lorenzo f The Spanlards attacked and-rnaless_thanj ju.'

lfour hours Mazatenango was taken

b‘

:Mamvtown of Mazatenango stood near the present Settlement f’jfss

.9.

At dawn the followlng mornlng, the Spanlards were

't Already 1n battle formatlon, theffffpp'

:J;'to death beneath the horses hooves were soon d1spatched

5ty the 1nfantry who followed 1n the cavalry 8: wake.- The fffﬁ,.gé-dﬁi

:”Indlans of Malacat&n fought bravel&, bgg\yhen thelr leader,]f"'”"

("""'?Canll Acab fell to [ blow from the lance of G°n“1° de-

c

h“Alvarado, the courage of the Malacatecos qulckly waned.'uv

i Natlve re31stance collapsed 1and the remalnlng Indlans

Q‘ . ‘

l*c'fled from the fleld of battle 1nto the surroundlng hllls. ln~lf7,‘:"

:»7Alvarado then marched unopposed 1nto Malacatén, where only
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the aéed and'the siCKtreﬁained.; Delegates of‘thercommunity

'later arrlved from the mountalns Wlth offerlngs of peace
ZAlvarado accepted thelr uncondltlonal surrender and declared

Iy

them subjects of the Klng of Spaln.i,The campargn aga;nst the

qd@fMam had succes&f&k}y begun 11 L S

| After a few days rest tne Spanlards marcned 1nto l:
.iPHuehuetenango, only ‘to flnd 1t completely deserted | Hav1ng

d'falready recelved reports of the Spanlards' approach Calbll
.”Balam had ordered the evacuatlon of Huehuetenango and had

1rﬁretreated w1th hls forces to the nearby stronghold of A

R

W;Zaculeu. Alvarado sent word to the Mam leader prop051ng |
'dterms for the peaceful capltulatlon of Zaculeu to the

:Spanlards h,g,ﬂj;;};‘."“

;-Let 1t be known [to Calbll Balam] that Ly
- our-coming is ‘berneficial for his people v
;[Qbecause we, brlng tldlngs of the true'v;*”'l
coL Godr and Chrlstlan Rellglon, sent. by the,jif
.o Pope’i=: the Vlcar of Jesus Chrlst “God . S
._[,and Man. - and ‘the - Emperor Klng of Spaln;’;,ff~f
- so’that you may become Chrlstlans peace~ i
"3gfully, of. your own free W1ll but should =~ ol
S you refuse the. peace we offer, then the\V
'"gﬁdeath ‘and destruction whlch w1ll follow . - i
o w1ll be entlrely of. your own’ account 12

:.lCalbll was not 1mpresaed by thls ch01ce and left 1t uﬁaﬁsﬁerea;?f’"

“’flAlvarado gave the Mam leader three days tO con51der the treaty

‘7before orderlng hls troops to march on Zaculeuréf

The task c°nfr°ntlﬂg the Spanlards was 1ndeed formld-fj’f;=ﬁ’?

uiable.._Zaculeu exhlblted a dlstlnct a1r of 1mpregnab111ty vvg“:*

f}Although located on an open plaln, the 31te was surrounded

""fon all but one Blde by rav1nes,'and further protected by a

‘”7lman made system of walls and dltches.- In81de the stronghold,"”



daibil had gathereddan'eStdmatedNSOOO‘warriors; drawn noti
‘only from Huehuetenango and Zaculeu .but also from the_*'ﬂ
- Mam.dommunltles-of'Cullco and‘Ixtahuacan %3 ’Although the'fd
‘.'posse551on of horses and gunpowder represented a dlstlnct 2
-mllltary advantage, the 1nvaders and thelr Inddan allles :
..were stlll outnumbered by about two to.one. vV;ctory wouldb
hdnot be ea51ly.atta1ned.‘ “ S |

As the Spanlards advanced on Zaculeu they were

o aSS&lled by 8 Shower of arrows and stones Alvaradoiﬂ*’:

‘ﬁq,dec1ded on a full scale frontal assault and ordered hls

'bﬁisoldlers to attack the fortress at 1ts least 1mpregnable

northern entrance. A detachment of Indlans who engaged

I
o

the 1nvaders 1n the flelds formlng the northern approach ;

to Zaculeu held thelr own agalnst the Spanlsh 1nfantry,‘fdr'

but fared much worse agalnst the ensulng waves of cavalry._df o

A batalllon of 2000 warrlors was dlspatched from Zaculeu f?

to rejuvenate the Mam defence, but stlll the Spanlards lost ;; efr*'"

no ground Soon the battlefleld was strewn wlth "green

Bt

i crests covered 1n Mam blood"1 Reali81ng the futlllty of

further combat Calbll ordered the Mam back to the safety
of the barrlcaded fortress Although the Spanlards had not

'7irsucceeded 1n penetratlng beyond the north wall of Zaculeu,j;]ifF

Alvarado declared v1ctory, and consolldated hlS p081tlon by

laylng slege to the stronghold.;k_,»7*

oy

Shortly after 1n1t1at1ng the 81ege, tﬁe Spanlards

| were forced to return to the fleld of battle by a ma581ve fﬁ

Mam army descendlng on the beleaguered Zaculeu from the i
, e

mountalns to the north ThlB army, reported as 8000 strong,-“f}57;



V'.came from the heart oﬁ the Cuchumatanés and vas comprlsed'
'of warriors . drawn frou towns polltlcally allgned wlth the'
"Man of Zaculeu Communltles such as San Martfn,‘Todos" ' | TR
“dSantos, Santlago}Chlmaltenango,.and San Juan Atltén o .
probably all contrlbuted s supply of warrlors. Learlng
:na command of‘nen under Antonlo de Salazar to malntaln thed
.'351ege‘of ‘the fortress, Alvarado marched out, . to attack the ’ﬂﬂyv‘g-a
.":fast;approachlnngam rellef force Once agaln,’the Lnélans: |
.were more than a match for the Spanlsh 1nfantry; but collapsed
'1dunder the'assault of the cavalry.d On two occa51ons,bthe',' |
T,thaculeu Mam- attempted to breakgihe 31egeb nenetrate the - ”‘i‘,v; d_(ij
o f}Spanlsh rear.guard‘-and come to the a851stance of thelr - e b
te”comrades in the fleld but Salazar s men stood frrﬁ'and
..“;;succeeded‘ln holdlng them back BeSIeged 1n hls stronghold

_Eh

ﬁT{Calbll Balam could only watch as Gonzalo de Alvarado s well—h;;ﬁﬂ”

d seasoned troops annlhllated the courageous.'“?'l

ed and 111 equlpped Mam warrlors., After

b-_leadi orces to a dec1s1ve V1ctory, Alvarado returned

15 |

~to Zactd ovcontlnue the slege.

s1ege of Zaculeu begun 1n early september,,;fﬁh;kggt
-fﬁ{]lééted : 1fthe mlddle of October before the Mam showed
'“f;signswo‘ 'apltulatlns Durlns thls tlme Very 11ttle f°°d

:ﬁcreachedfﬂhe fortress from the surroundlng agrlcultural i

'5[;commun1t1es, most of whlch had earller fallen 1nto the ‘12 ﬁfﬁfj"

'fjlnvaders' hands., A lack of pr0V1810n8 and a falllng morale i

Lep
-‘-1

3kfleft the Mam weak slck and hungry. At one p01nt durlng
"’7;the 51ege, the 1nvaders"own Supplles were almost exhausted

'Ind1an auxlllarles resorted to eatlng the horses kllled 1n 1;;;dfddf
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]‘ibattle, but the Spanlards themselves held‘out untll a'e “;fvc“hij
-shlpment of food arrlved from the Lleutenant General of |
"the Prov1nce of Qulche, Juan de‘Leon Cardoma.' When the'
: weeplng Calbll Balam flnally surrendered 1t was not.untllg}‘
'rthe Mam of Zaculeu hed reached the p01nt of starvatlon.;
After acceptlng Carbll s surrender, Alvarado ordered a_,f
""flureconalssance to be made of‘all the towns subject to
Zaculeu,.and establlehed a Spanlsh garrreonlln nearbv

&

'fHuehuetenam”o under the command of Genzalo de SOllS.x

‘~Satlsf1ed that the subjugatlon of the Mam had now been

-

:isuccessfully accompllshed Alvarado returned to Tecpan-ff.
fiGuatemala.w1th news of hlS hard earnedvv1ctory.%7"J |

Wlth the fall of Zaculeu to %he expedltlonary forcet?kf?
.?Lf_,of”Gonzelo de- Alvarado in. October, 1525, the wéftern reachestf }f[,
:;;hfof the Cuchumetanes cemelunder.Snanish‘domlnetron:h'fgbﬁu T

*f:eastern enclaves, however, remalned una851mllated the

Ticountry of the lel and that of thelr allles, the Uspantec
'1For four years after the conquest of the Mam these twoifﬁ

[fareas were con31dered too 1solated and 1n51gn1f1cant to el s

"5;warrant 1mmed1ate Spanlsh attentlon.g Increa31ng harass—"jfgij

w:;hment of>Span18h forces by the warrlors of Uspant&n,bplus ;ﬁf'
fia:fthe constant-efforts of theiUspantecos toulnc1te an uprié'ngﬁj“”h
hhﬂiﬁméns the‘already vanqulshed southern.Qulché eventuallyf;;;_ifkrl-
R conv1nced‘the Spaniards that an entrada into these remotevtniiifiiﬂ”°"
?,:iiisd troublesome parts ‘was: necesserv o B : ' N
P The flret.entrada 1nto the eaetern Cuchumatenee
“T;{con31sted of 60 Spanlsh 1nfantry‘and 300 indlan aux111arlfs fhﬁ

S under the command of GasPar Arlas, an alcalde ordlnarlo of

e . : . . AION

“hﬂv v
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”

‘the c1ty of Guatemala ;a;hfhis‘enall:erbediﬁgpnarydforce,ihv
”by the beglnnlng of September,‘1529 had mahaged to brlng
"lthe Ix1l towns of Nebaj and Chajul under temporary Spanlsh‘i.
control | They then marehed eastwards towards Uspantén.Aéﬁ"i'
ihf_Shortly before reachlng thls Uspantec stronghold Arlaslﬁ

d"-recelved word that he had been deposed of hlS p051tlon off_ ?

..\-'

-alcalde ordlnarlo by Franclsco de Orduﬁa the actlng

:governor of Guatemala Arlas returned 1mmed1ately to thefff-”d

.t{capltal leaV1ng Pedro de Olmos 1n charge of comp:etlng

h'the m15810n Agalnst the adv1ce of hlS offlcers,”
‘hlnexperlenced Olmos rashly dec1ded to storm Uspantan Ln
;fa full scale frontal assault The dec151on proved dlsas—hﬁfﬂtzﬁz

fftrous . No sooner had the Spanlards attacked when 2000 h{fﬁffjfjg.f”

“7;;Uspantecos ambushed them from the rear.; The 1nvaders were ;

'i*;completely routed and suffered‘heavy lossesr; Many Indlan
”Ft;auxlllarles were kllled 1n battle; whlle others were éap;_?fa”*”
};;*itured allve and later put to death‘on the sacrlflclal altarv'{
r;fof the Uspanteco god Exbalamquen.itThe surv1vors of the B

v”yieXPEdltlon, defeated and exhausted fought thelr way back

””Pto the safety of the Spanlsh garrlson at Gtatlén, where

hffdthey complalned bltterly of 01mos 75u1c1dal attack.IQof?”ﬁ'fﬁ

About a year after thls unsuccessful entrada, the

,;

'liif[113p551ards mounted a second expedltlon agalnst the lel and
ﬂ?_the Uspantec.‘ Under the command of Franclsco de Castellanos,uLFt'ﬁu
'? a man of courage and brave Splrlt" ?9 thls expedltlon ves, |
hiifhnotably stronser than the flrst.} Castellanos left the clty ;e‘

P'hftof Guatemala (Cludad VleJa) for the eastern Cuchumatanes'"”'"'

' 7¥;w1th a party conslstlng of elght corporals, 32 cavalry,



40 infantry, and &OO_Indian auxiliaries. Following a‘brief

rest at ChichicaStenango,-the expedition‘marched seven

<

1eagues.northi¥o-Sacapulas;i After a dlfflcult crossing of

the RlO Negro, the Spanlards began e slow ascent oflxhe

steep, southern_ranges_of»the Cuchumatanes.  On reachlng‘\

the upper slopes, éasteilanos' troops came upon an army

lof hOOO 5000 'rebelllous and feroclous warrlors;from3

'Nebaj and other nelghbourlng towns

‘ After a long and bloody battle at the summlt " the

Spanlsh cavalry eventually outflanked the Indlans and ;;}/

jforced them to retreat to thelr stronghold ‘at Nebaj,

‘.

1solated and protected on all 51des by a deep rav1ne

‘.There the Indlans made a flnal stand., The fallure of the

'Q_lel to defend adequately all 51des of the Nebaj fortress L

Spanlardslw1thout contest.kn

'enabled several Indlan auxlllarles.to scramble over the
.raV1ne, scale the stronghold’scwalls,‘and:galn.entry.

Once 1n51de, they set the town on fire. In the resultlng ‘t """""
) chaos, the Spanlards broke throuéh thevmaln defenCe at the

- entrance to the,stronghold after many varrrors>hadgleft:

their position to fight:the fire. The inyaders sbon'emérged

3

Victorious. ‘Ixil warriors who were not killed.during‘the

, flghtlng were rounded up. The next day Castellanos ordered

that all captlves were t& be branded as slaves as %pnlsh—r
; ,

5

ment for thelr re81stance.‘ When news of the - fall o@ Nebaj

“reached the people of Chajul they surrendered to thebm‘

Follow1ng the capture of NebaJ and the capltulatlon

of ChaJul the Spanlsh expedltlonary force marched eastwards-

'J‘.‘

IS S S }



' ) . . ) ) . 13. ‘
once again towards Uspantén Castellanos' troops arrlved

.at ‘the town to find 10 OOO Indlan warrlors, draWn from -

Uspantan, Cunen, Cotzal Sacapulas, and Verapaz. waiting‘

¢

_1n hostlle confrontatlon The Spanlards had berely estab—

llshed a p051t10n 1n front of the Uspantec stronghold when:

\

.the Indlans attacked Although greatly outnumbered CaS—
. . l’..'

tellanos' strateglc deployment of cavalry plus the. f1re~'

\ .

arm superlorlty of his foot soldlers, flnally won the day.

n

for the Spanlards Uspantan vas Selzed' and-'as at Nebaj,

Z:taken prlsoner and branded as slaves. After ensurlng thatdA

1Y

A those warrlors not slaughtered on the- fleld of battle werelu

1220

‘_the varlous tOWnS allled w1th the Uspantec also capltulated,,l»

'ﬂ,Castellanos returned to the capltal.?h.:;. .

L

The successful subjugatlon of Uspantan, accompllshed‘

durlng the flnal days of December, 1530 ‘concluded the all .n-'

”1mportant mllltary phase of Span1sh conquest 1n the Cuchu—'“

s

1‘matén hlghlands The three expedltlons mounted by the

'Spanlards agalnst the natlve peoples of the Cuchumatanes o
'«resulted in at least seven major battles and many sklrmlshes

”between Spanlsh and Indlan forces. The ablllty of Indlan sf

. FEEN

‘communltles to raise str@ng armles to oppose the Spanlsh
"entradas of 1525 to 1§%0 1s an 1mportant 1hd1cat10n that

the Cuchumatan reglon on the eve of conquest supported a

@

vpopulatlon of con51derable magnltude.

N
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'CHAPTER THREE: NOTES

, lH. Cortes, ‘Five Letters of Cortes to. the Emperor,'
’(New‘York: Norton, 1962), translated by J. B.,Morrls,-p. 268.

- , 2B Dfaz del Castlllo, Hlstorla de la Conqulsta

*de Nueva Espafia, (Mexico: 'Editorial Porrﬁa, 1970), p. bL1o0.

Diaz: del Castillo states that Cortes also’ charged Alvarado

"to endeavor to bring the people to peace W1thout waglng

war on them, and to preach matters concerning. our holy falth C

by means of. certaln 1nterpreters ~and. clergymen [Alvaraﬁo] ‘
.took w1th hlm" A . . R

H

o 3P de. Alvarado, An Account of the Conquest of
Guatemala in 152k, (New York: The Cortés 8001ety, 192h)
edlted and translated by Sedley Js Mackle, P 56 .

-

: hD Juarros, ‘A Statlstlcal and Commerc1al Hlstory
of the Kingdom of Guatemala in §pan1sh Amerlca, (London
J. Hearne, 1823), translated by J. Baily, pp. 387-393.

- Juarros has an 1nterest1ng summary of Alvarado 8 campalgn

‘,agalnst the Qulche from' the Spanlards' first penetratlon;
of the Guatemalan hlghlands untll thelr v1ctory at Xelahuh
(Quezaltenango) Lo b R S

. in short from the Rlver Zamala
~(samald) to the Ollntepeque, d'series -
g “of 6 actions took: place, in all of
::'whlch the . Indlans were ‘defeated with
i great. slaughter ‘of these, that
. [battlel fought: in the defile of the S
" latter river was .the. most. desperate - and'ftr S
.,.»bloody, the stream was reddened with
"“the ‘carnage ‘of the wretched Indlans,__ ol
“:,eg\rom that time ‘its name was changedi':"uib
the s1gn1f1cant one of quulgel or;gﬂ'-ﬂ’

o »Al_vara‘dosf op. g&i ; p.N63.
: - 6T T, Veblen, "Natlve Populatlon Decllne in Totonl-fﬂ
ey capén, Guatemalav, Annals of the Association of American =~
",;Geographers _Vol 67,;No. hu.December 1977,.pp._h91 h92.

EEASTR 7F A. de Fuentes N Guzman, Recordac1on Florlda, N
"‘»(Madrld.. ‘Biblioteca de Autores Espafioles, Tomo CCLIX, l972)f'
_ 563 and H.H. Bancroft, Theé Works of Hubert Howe. Bancroft '
. The Hlstory of Central Amerlca, Vol. VI ZSan Franc1sco o
AL L. Bancroft 1883) P 695 RIS TR I T




~'was a document. drawn up with a view to placing the: ‘Spanish-

a2k

‘8Fuentesz CuZmén,‘gR. cit. ,,p, 56.

5 e .,9Fuenﬁes'y:Gu2man, gg ci ,:pé. 56-57; and
Bancroft, gg._cit., PD-. 696 97. o :

10N F.S. Woodbury, "The Hlstory of Zaculeu B in:

R.B. WOodbury and A.S. Trik, The Ruins of Zaculeu, Guatemala,
(Richmond:e United Fruit Company, 1953), p: 1k, incorrectly IR
states that the . Spanlards vere attacked by "Flve ‘hundred
armed 'Indians". ' This may be either a misprint or a mlslnter~
/pretatlon “The primary source, Fuentes Y Guzmén (_E c1t

p. 58) clearly records that the Indian. force numbered - not
five'hundred but five thousand: "... reconocieren a -acer- ‘
cérles por la’ llanura - ClnCO mll indios armados que’ marchaban‘
en regulada dlsc1p11na y mllltar dlspos1c1on oo

TllFuentee y Guzmén, op. cifc,lpp; 58—66f‘and Bancroft,
PP 697 699 e B S

l2Fuentes V. Guzman, gﬁ;‘c1t., 63 The terms
iproposed by Gonzalo 'de Alvarado. to Calbll Balam ‘were those_~
of the Requerlmlento,‘or Requlrement " The- Requerlmlento-

'conquest on & firm legal ground Drafted on. royal order:
‘shortly before 151h by Juan Lopez de Pala01os Rublos,fe'
‘Spanish Juridical expert, the Requerimiento: Wa&S & summary -
of ' the hlstory of. Chrlstlanlty from’ the" Blbllcal .creation.
of the world to the coricessions’ granted to 1mper1al Spaln‘
by Pope Alexander VI. -a copy. of. the Requerimiento was
carried by every conqulstador and was read -aloud to bellgerent _
Indians prlor to the commencement of- battle The Requerlmlentoj;f
called upon Indlans to recognlse the authorlty of the. church, ’

' the Pope, and the monarch. ' By reading the. ReguerlmlentO‘*

before waging war, the Spanlsh conquistadores considered

”themselves absolved from any respon31b111ty of actlon 'In' :

'+ fact, if the terms of the Requerimiento vere not met, respon51—'
_b111ty for the ensuing battle was laid. solely on the heads: of ‘
" the Indians resisting the Spaniards on their "d1v1ne mlss1on" o
-To a peo@le as legallstlcally minded as 31xteenth-century '

'A Span1ards, the - ‘Requerimiento thus served as .a definition of

"Just warfare". Crf., C. Gibson, Spain in Amerlca,,(New York o
'}Herper,end Row, 1967), Pp. 38 hO.._ e e e e e
113 B w\,." ) e S U R
Fuentes Y Guzman, op. cit., p. 63. Fuentes y

,=Guzman 5 account 0f the Spanish': conquest, of the Mam, ‘written:

in the late seventeenth century, was based. on a report wrltten

by the conquistador Gonzalo. de Alvarado in. the early sixteenth. e
century *(c. 1525} Alvarado s orlglnal m1ss1ve is- unfortun-
ately no longer extant. = . -

S l)‘LFuentes 'y Guzman, ‘op. cit., p,c63; and Bancroft
. 9op. ¢ t p. T700. , o el o
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l5Fuéntés ¥ Guzmén,‘gg. cit;,‘p. 66; and  Bancroft, =
it., p. 700. - a - S »
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cit., pp,ﬂ?OO%TOl{H‘ o o v S : Sl

l?Fﬁentes5y Guzmén , gg,fcit.,:pp. 67-71. The'éhrbn— 

icler gives no information about the féte of Caibil Balam

~after the fall of Zaculeu. Whether or not the Mam who

-suﬁ%endered along with Caibil Balam were branded and held

/\ \es/slaves is also not specified, although this was likely

" . the city of/ Guatemala. ‘The "city" referred to was the first

“the case.

: .lSThe positibn'aICaldeaordinario of Guatemala means .
that Gaspar Arias was a member of.the municipal council of

"permanent" ‘capital of Guatemala, founded in 1527 in the

~Valley of Almolonga, known today simply as. Ciudad Vieja.

This{septléméntIQES‘déstrpyed,beflooqvaﬁd earthquake on

ffSéptgmberflo,flskl,,whereupon-the'Spaniardsjmoved'the“capital’ .
.&-league . and a half -avay to a site in the valley of Panchoy.. ‘-

g

iPig)

.- - ——

~'op. ecit., pp. 108-110. -

' op. eit., Vol: VII, p. 112,

<;Ei  f,

‘?QEuentéSfy~Guzmén;'QR.Vcit}g,p.320b‘ff
L e e T e T D T ey

——

cit., Vol. VII, pp. 111-112."
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: ‘5,2kFﬁenteélyrGﬁzmén, gg;f
. cit., Vol. VII, pp. 112-113.
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p. 215 and Bancroft;
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’; Fuentes y Guzmén, op. cit.; pp. 66467;_éhd Bancroft,’

4

.Fﬁenteéfy'Gﬁzﬁéh;‘ggt-cit;?'pp;'laggdfiqqd73ancr9fti   ;f

'?lFﬁéntés;YCGuzmﬁh; QR:‘dit,;g§i 2l§fand Bah¢rdf£; el

., DD+ 21-22; and Bancroft, '



_ CHAPTER FOUR

. THE CUCHUMATAN POPULATION AT SPANISH CONTACT

The invasion of a New World
by another world- which had
" been ‘isolated from it may
“well have cgused the greatest

'destructlon of llVeS in hlstory.,_o fl.. o

(Murdo J MacLeod 1973)

‘The pursult of man as a quantlty
'in Americe in 1492 wiil. surely =
_contlnue to be lively, and along»f;,>
the way valuable insights will
.~ be attained quite beyond the -

S

{_

The debate concernlng the 51ze of the 1ndlgenous ffgh“.ﬂ

rl”heated dlscusslon.;

PR

‘;fcalCU18t10n Of orlglnal numbers.]-i’

(Wllllam M Denevan, 1976)fq:5‘ .

’ef,to European conquest and COIOnlsatlon has long generated

A dlchotomy of oplnlon exlsts between

a;those scholars who clalm that the aborlglnal 1nhab1tant8'iif7“

T

fof the Amerlcas were few in number and those who/clalm

s

‘s?,that the natlve populatlon was prodlglous}/ Related to

i e

rfthe controversy of populatlon slze 1s the 1ssue of the

. /-,,

demographlc decllne Wthh followed the comlng of the,ﬁ

/

‘-»Europeans The proponents of 8 large pre Columblan

'h-populatlon malntaln that there vas: a catastrophlc decrease

in Indlan numbers after European 1nva31on..gConversely,v'”

®

C186

*q'iipopulatlon of the New World 1n the years 1mmed1ately prlor:*?'

o



.fﬁ_f '_

4

‘the pr0p0nents of a small pre Columblan populatlon reJect

: the 1dea of a masslve numerlcal collapse 3; Although the

+

"matter is not entlrely settled the balance of scholarshlp

‘-f»n01nts 1ncreas1ng1y in favour of those who clalm that' .

- -‘aborlglnal Amerlca was densely populated and that theﬁ o
‘-;d‘VIndlan peoples of the New World decllned substantlally
.c>1n number after contact wlth the 1nvading Europeans;;
Desplte the fact that the hlstorlcal demographydng:;
;nlghland Guatemala 1s Stlll in 1ts 1nfancy, an 1mportant -
study by Thomas Veblen has conv1nc1ngly demonstrated that 55:

-the Totonlcapan area was thlckly peopled durlng late pre—f,fwf;gx

C.

*fColumblan tlmes and that the Indlan populatlon of the

L V&lld reglonal comparlson.,_

1ng conquest by Spaln

reglon decreased dramatlcally 1n 51ze 1n the years follow_”c"”

5

tatlon of the documentary sources,'suggests that the late

’ 33 pre Hlspanlc populatlon of Totonlcapén may have numbered va;Vb

as much as the m1d twentleth century populatlon of the

bfe’reglon _ He also attrlbutes the substantlal post Conquest

Veblen,_from a careful 1nterpre_mﬂ{?““

127

demographlc COIlapse of Totonlcapﬁn Prlmarlly to the devas-fsﬁsd:Jﬁ

tatlng 1mpact of an array of Old World dlseases on an 1mmu-:2_

\.,

nologlcally defenseless Indlan populatlon ' Veblen s study

of natlve populatlon decllne 1n Totonlcapén 1s of cru01al

1mportance to the present work because 1t prov1des a rele-

vant frame of reference Any acholarly work 1nvolv1ng

conJecture and extrapolatlon wlll necessarlly proflt from .

. ‘
S g e .
' The estlmate of the contact populatlon of Totonl-.

F; capan, based entlrely on hlstorlcal sources, calls-‘
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:1mmed1ate1y 1nt0 questlon ‘the authentlclty of the contem—
porary testlmony, partlcularly 51xteenth century—eyew1tness;,-i
‘laccounts by the Spanlsh conquerors.' There is.no better o

?fsummary of the polem;cs of thls 1ssue than the follow1ng

&

'gstatement of Cook and Borah

-

. _Much of our 1nformat10n on Indlan
ujgpopulatlon in the years 1mmed1ately
© " preceding -and following the Conquest
-»fv~c_"comes from the conquerors themselves N
. T ‘Some 1nformat10n represents: thelrf""
if'fefforts ‘to determine the nature: of
”~the people and country they were
: nterlng Other 1nformat10n arlses
‘ffilncldent&lly from their reportlng of e
. what they ‘did.‘and of the ‘hazards they SN
©overcame. ~Spanish ‘reporting of the[i~ O
j;perlod of’ the Conquest has ‘been: ‘impugned -
~on two grounds: “First, that the Europeansi'
o ofthe 81xteenth century could not handle‘
'”5stat1stlcal operatlons or" concepts of -

: 5gglarger numbers, second that all’ explorersTff‘i‘”p:t o
L ;and- conquerors.in a‘new land tend tq - LI ﬂyiﬂfj\ﬁ?
“-;exaggerate.- If one reflects upon thef*'~j““":“”7*"”* R

.,yﬁjcomplexlty of European commerc1al and: - IR,
fﬂf,admlnlstratlve technlques in the 51xteenth;.gn\
.~ _century and upon: ‘the varlety of motlves S
" and ‘the’ eralrleS amohg explorers and ‘

_%5conquerors, ‘a'more ‘defensible view would ”””f,
_vgﬁbe that the’ Europeans could. count “and thet}[”
g tendency to. exaggerate in’ some- would be - e

~balanced by a tendency to minimize- ln.“Qh_'fﬁy:r;fig_ﬁ
mlothers. On the- whole, we do’ better to
. ,-recelve gratefully the fragments that' L

-~ have come down to. us and to- apply the
1f5normal canons of textual examlnatlon and i A R

' «f-jcomparlson. -w:i_:”. T e ’,f-ﬂjfkf,ﬂfnj;gvrgggg;n

Perhaps the most suspect data used to der1ve }glﬁiﬁcu'?fﬁﬁif

‘ctestlmates of pre Hlspanlc populatlons 18 the size of

"s,Indlan armles encountered by the Spanlards 1n the course'ff7,? S

‘of conquest :It lS constantly alleged that the Spanlsh

Vconqulstadores, in . attempts to glorlfy the1r mllltary
R 4 ;
°'jfeats,’were gullty of grossly exaggeratlng the SlZe of :
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the Indlan forces defeated 1n battle rfhisfa?éunent

: 1gnores the fact that successful conquerors often later._g:

. \«

_became 1nfluent1a1 admlnlstrators and would therefore

S
7

frequently be charged.w1th trlbute assessment«forvboth'

'Vthe Spanlsh Crown and Spanlsh colonlsts thSlnce populatlonif-'

.'151ze dlrectly determlned the levy of trlbute, any onguls-:”
:tador w1th prospects of one day belng respon51ble for

asse551ng Indlan trlbute capaC1ty w0uld tend to count

7

':w1th at least some measure of dlscretlon

Con51stent w1th the V1ew whlch favours taklng Conf ?

. é"-’

"eftemporary testlmony and subjectlng it to scholarly scrubxny,

fVeblen has shown that Spanlsh estlmates of Indlan army 51zes
t'Jrecorded*for Totonlcapan correspond reasonably well w1th

'1hfdata der1Ved from other sources.q Most 81gn1f1cantly,

”VthVeblen clalms that the work of the seventeenth century

~-;chron1cler Franclsco Antonlo de Fuentes y Guzmén, con51deredg.»rjh33¥*ﬁ

“bey many scholars an unrellable source for pre Hlsp&nlc popueib;;fft

”i:latlon data, 1n fact contalns hlghly plaus1ble flgures for-faih

*fIndlan army S1zes Veblen expllcltly states that "theadataf“*”:x

’-Tffavallable on the 31ze of the pre Hlspanlc populatlon of

'h.Totonlcapén prov1de nO‘ba81s for rejectlng the demographlc
S e g L

';rlnformatlon contalned 1n Fuentes y Guzmén ThlS appralsalav‘ﬁrh

e .

"ff are among the few extant hlstorlcal data whlch can be used

’fto derlve an estlmate of the populatlon of the Cuchumatan

““H'hlghlands on the eve of Spanlsh conquest. ﬂfhf35“f°

*fls of cruc1al 1mportance because reports of Indlan army 51zes CoL e

Spanlsh estlmates of the Indlan army 51zes encoun-lllw“

”;tered durlng the conquest of the Cuchumatanes have beeni

1
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’recorded by Fuentes y Guzmén 1n h1s monumental Recordac1on
'Florlda ‘ Fuentes y Guzmﬁn s source for the conquest of:

dthe Mam was ar document, now- unfortunately lost, wrltten o

fby the conqulstador Gonz&lo de Alvarado after the success—j

.nful subjugatlon of the Mam 1n 1525 In hlS eccount the

]c‘chronlcler glves no 1nd1‘at10n of the 51ze of the Indlan
' army wh1ch defended Maz tenango (San Lorenzo), but does .
'%state that the town "in. those days was well populated" 9 g

'”Fuentes y Guzman S - chlef sources for the conquest of the

\lel and the Uspantec were the flrst lero de Cablldo,

“”-records of the mun1C1pa1 counc1l of Guatemala, and a- ‘77;_7'

'ﬁfﬁcollectlon of documents entltled the Manuscrlto Qulche

'Q?Estlmates o the 31ze of the Indlan armles whlch confronted
tf:;the Spanlards durlng the entradas 1nto the Cuchumatanes,-“'*»”ht’
. long w1th the names of towns supplylng warriors,. gre]vfgifﬂ', o
| "Zngjfg‘jt(‘@f;._,jwajfj3fnjgﬁgneftf:fﬁﬁfjf;f

?ﬁffshown 1n Table h A
T . ',

: L The total.numher éf Indlanvwarrlorsvthe‘SPanlardsL;
ﬁfi?faced 1n battle in the Cuchumatanes between 1525 and 1530
ddfiwas recorded by Fuentes y Guzman as. 3h OOO. For {otonlcapﬁn;‘;;fimf.
*;iVeblen uses a one to four ratlo 1n correlatrng army251ze”todh?gf"i

Lfitotal populatlon,’for the Tlaxcala reglon of central Mexlco,d;fffh;””

IG1bson uses ‘a; warrlore to total populatlon ratlo of one to 'fffff5fnf

PR

o,f*five-lp A ratlo of one to four, whlch Veblen con81ders A
°°n3ervatlve { 1nd1cates & populatlon of 136 000 a ratlol::*ﬂ

of one to.flve glVes a total of 170 000._ An average of

o

; S
." these two. flgures produces a rough estlmate of the popula-jo;

tlon of the Cuchumatﬁn hlghlands between 1525 and 1530 of 'ﬂﬁ;opj:A"

o

i"around 150 000
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In the years 1mmed1ately prlor to the Spanlsh

2

jc0nquest however, 1t is’ llkely that Cuchumatan communltles g

',vthe same deathly epldemlc whlch in 1520

vere atru

»sye@tlo hlghland Guatemala.l Thls epldemlc,

“dfposaibly | 1on of smallpox and pulmonary plague,

'r}legt nds of Guatemala from Mexlco and had a

.requééd* h Indlan numbers and re81stance to mllltary f"f; “gfnf¢;

’“;doondueat The ravage of the dlsease 1s descrlbed 1n a ’

f;polgnant sage from the Annals of the Cakchlquels

It appened that durlng the twenty flfth L =
v,f:.year (1520) “the’ plague began, oh, ‘my sons,}v“~*-9'
" Firss they became. 111 of ‘& cough .they: '
. #red from nosebleeds ‘and ‘illness of .

th dder.. It-was truly terrlble, the
nu oL dead there were in that. perlod.gﬁ
.. Little by llttle heavy 'shadows and o

S0 pléck night envelope our fathersvand
'-ﬁrl'fgﬁ[igrandfathers ‘and ‘us - lso, oh; my sons' ‘
"”;ﬂ?fwhen the- plague raged Cees when thef-’”

“plague ‘began to spread .... It was in-

. truth terrlble, the number of dead i
fjamong ‘the ‘people: ~ The people could not
v any” way control the 31ckness ;‘ SRR
'L Great was the- stench of’the dead After;[r}

. our fathers and grandfathers succumhed R

" half of the. people fled to the flelds.'”" :
. The dogs and the vultures devoured the .
~bodies. ‘The: mortallty was- terrlble.»vb‘*“
©. Your grandfathers died, and with them L
- died the son. of ‘the klng and ‘his. brotherSgﬁ:f’ L
-~ and'kinsmen. . So it was thet we became;f{}_”fgf
" orphans) ‘oh, 'my sons!. So we became when & -
. we were young. All of us vere: thus.,?r
'_vWe were born to d1e'12 - o




In terms of numerlcal decllne, MacLeod clalms that

one- thlrd to one half of the Indlan populatlon of hlghland

‘,Guatemala must have perlshed as a consequence of the O
oepldemlc o -ﬁa N ‘ ST
Give .present day knowledge of the .
- impac.wof smallpox or plague on - . il
.7people without previous immunities, ° S
it ods safe indeed conservative, to- . 1
- say that e third of the: Guatemalan T
- “highland pop latlons d1ed durlng R TR TR
?”thls hoiocaugt l3 S e TURNR W B Sl
: SO & -"<ff o '-”.5.,ﬁﬂ'“ sﬁéﬁ"'. IERTIE I A

:;W'-p'f3iA Cuohumatén populatlon whlch 1n 1525 numbered

dtgpiaround 150 OOO could therefore, some flve to ten years _;mf7

"earller have numbered as much as\QQS OOO to 300 ooo..-Apfff'“'
Liaverage of these two flgures produces a prulatlon est1mate7gpo'

’ ;for 1520 of around 260 GOO., In order to place thls estlmate dﬁbfs”.

R o

{ln perspectlve,‘the populatlon of the Cuchumatanes 1n 1950

‘ ST T
' was around 265 OOO and 1n the present day 1s around 500 000 lh
;}Thls means that the populatlon of the Cuchumatan hlghlands :

,ﬂfon the eve of Spanlsh conquest may have been approxlmately o

f:'the same s1ze as the m1d twentleth century populatlon of

:ﬁthe reglon.- Although thls calculatlon is: no more than a o
‘jtentatlve estlmate based on meagre hrstorlcal documentat10n,f>,;"”
T e L

| ﬁlflts credlblllty 1s supported by Veblen s estlmate of the{g{fﬁti;vfgﬁun

: »‘(

\'Lacontact populatlon of Totonlcap&n as belng of roughly the53

’”rjmsame magnltude as that reglon a m1d twentleth century

d*ﬂdPOpulatlon 25j?f' ,:ﬁ_,_vy

’dcui?tlon of the Cuchumat&n hlghlands must remaln hlghly specula-:}p°:”tb'

s;;tlve untll the dlscovery of substantlve documentary sources‘

». C e_;_ %'*.1:tvv-“'h I e
An estlmate of around 260 000 for the contact popula—f[iﬁ}m
{

!




13k,

vand 1nten51ve archaeologlcal excavatlon make p0351ble a.
‘ : Ex RN
more rellable numerlcal appralsal. There 1s, however, :

‘-llttle 1n the ex1st1ng h15tor1&al record to nggest that

bl'%pIndlan peoples of the Cuchumatén hlghlands had been estab~i,ﬁlfﬁ€hi{.
. -‘j""-llshed :&lbe:l.t Wlth a’ ruthless sh0w Of force;) on the part of A
;ifthe 1nvaders} lThe mllltary subjugatlon or several other.ah'

.ff:parts of hlghland Guatemala contlnued well 1ntogthe 15305._f;ffﬁfi,fi

;ffIt was. therefore not untll about 20 years after thé%inltlalf‘lfittV

tff51ble colonlal government l6"’Onl}’ 1n the mlddle and lateirffa

9

djhlghland Guatemala as a whole was not densely settled ln‘
f/the years 1mmed1ately precedlng and followlng conquest by _}fi;ivfitﬁﬁ
. Spaln.E Pedro de Alvarado, a veteran of. the Spanlsh camparén?;,;““gﬁ\k
‘agalnst the populous‘natlve groups ot central Mex1co,‘was i:f;
l.?clearly 1mpressed wlth the den51ty of\Ind;an settlementlln b
>l}the hlghlands of Guatemala : In hls second letter to Cortes

-an Mex1co, wrltten from the Spanlsh base of Tecpén Guatemala

dﬂon July 28 lSQh Alvarado stated that "thls land so great"nr}‘t}{

'f,f‘and so thlckly 1nhab1ted has more people than all the
ltfﬁlands that Your Grace has governed up to now 1? leenAhfﬁfﬁ
'V'the scant nature of document surv1val for the early 31xteenth R

\“hcentury (and the even greater scarc1ty of demographlc materlals,fhfﬁ
‘V,relatlng to thls same perlod of tlme) 1t would be unw1se tof;;f;f j}f

‘5gdlsmlss entlrely the worth of such statements W1thout flrstf,

LS

«

'f,fhaV1ng unlmpeachable ev1dence for d01ng 80, ”;jﬁivj;f; j;:ﬁqw

By the end of 1530 Spanlsh domlnatlon over thevf"”

.(Jﬂ

'Vientrada of Pedro de Alvarado that condltlons 1n Guatemala

]rwere conduclve to the 1ntroductlon of systematlc and r98pon-th

'15h05 d1d Spaln begln to order and shape the populous

‘j'nat1ve communltles of Guatemaia 1nto a v1able colony._;ihfﬂm
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CHAPTER FOUR: NOTES -

o | . |
: 1w.M. Denevan (ed.), The Native Population of the. -,
_Americas in‘lh92,-(Médisdn:';UniVersity‘of‘Wisconsin Press, -
1976), pp. 1-12; W. Borah; "Phe. Historical Demography of:
"Latif America: .Bources, Techniques, Controversies, Yields",
in P. Deprez (ed.), Population and Economics: Proceedings
- of Section V of the Fourth Congress of the International.
Economic HistorynAssociation,,(Winnipeg:“University>of; »
ManitObé“Pressg_QQTO),,pp. 173-205; ‘W. Borah, "The Historical
Demography of Aboriginal and. Colonial America: An Attempt
at Perspective", in Denevan, op. cit., pp. 173-205; and -
T.T, Veblen,.VNativedPopulation-Decline.in Totonicapén, -
Guatemala", Annals of. the Association of American. Geographers,
Vol. 67, NWo. h,.nec:‘1977,jpp,‘h91-h92._ R

. 2Denevan,jgg,~£i§., p- 3, summaryses the,wide ’
.ranging estimates. -Kroeber'(1939) and RQéenbldt (19s54). .
estimate the aboriginal population of the Americas. in 1492
. to have been 8.4 m and 13.L4 m respecti&ély;g;To"thé;ébntrary;;
"Borah.(196&)'estimates_thegCOntéct4populatiqnfof the hemisphere
to have been "upwards of one hundred million",.a*figureQwhiéh"f‘
corresponds well with Dobyns (1966) estimate of between’'90. m' " .
- and 112 m.- . Lo R T e r i B
, 3Borah (;976),.in”Denevan,,QB;'gigi;_pp}'i7+18;

A_.hDenevan,_gR.fgiEL,‘p.~l,vnptesfthaf“"és the quality
of the research improves, the trend is toward acceptance of
higher numbers". The monumental work of Sherburne F. Cook
and Woodrow Borah has been of primary significance in estab-
lishing»a’model”ofrlarge populations at Spanish contact
experiencing a rapid and precipitous post-contact decline. °
The Preface to Volume One of their magnificent three-volume .
Essays in Population History, (Berkeley and 'Los Angeles:
University of California Press, 1971, 1974, and. 1979)," ‘
pp. V-XIV, serves. as a»succinct,bibliqgrgphicai and chrono= .-
- logical survey of their painstaking years of research. “Other -
works which establish the existence of large pre-Columbian = -

LR

'populatiohsjand which support the Cook and Borah thesis of

masgive post-contact collapse include the following: - C. Sauer, -
Colima of New Spain in-the Sixteenth Century;'Iberg-Americana

No., 29, (Berkeley and. Los Angeles: University of California
Press’, 1948), pp. 59-63 and 93<96; W.M. Denevan, The Upland o
Pine ForestS»of'Nicaragua:"A‘Studx,in Cultural Plant Geography, . .
University of California Publications in Geography, Vol. la, -
(Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of,Caliﬁornia Press,
'1961), pp. 289-291; C.L. Johenessen, Savannas of Interior

- Honduras, Ibero-Americana No. 46, (Berkeley and Los Angeles:

~ University of California Press, 1963), pp. 27- 7;,C.OfiSauer>,
The Early Spanish Main, (Berkeley and Los: Angeles:’ University

Q
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of California Press, 1966), pp. 65-69; 155-156; 178-181;

200-20k4; and 283-289; A.W. Crosby, "Conquistador Y @' .. = -~ -
Pestilencia: The First New World Pandemic and the Fall ‘
of the Great Indian Empires", Hispanic American Historical
Review, Vol. 47 (1967), pp. 321-337; P. Gerhard, A Guide

to the Historical Geography of New Spain, (Cambridge:

~Upiversity Press, 1972), pp.‘22—28;;M}J.~MacLeod,;Sganiéh 4

~Central America: A Socioecondmic'HiStory;‘(Berkeley and

Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1973),

pP. 37-45; A.W. Crosby, "Virgin Soil Epidemics as a Factor .

in the Aboriginal Depopulation in America", William and .
Mary Quarterly,'Third-Series; Vol., 33, 1976,.pp. 289-299;

' C, Lutz,.Santiago de Guatemala, 1541-1773: - The Socio-"
-Demographic. History of a Spanish American Colonial-City,

(University of Wisconsin-Madison, unpublished Ph.D..

dissertation, 1976), pp. 249-317 and.743—752;$D4‘Madigan,.
Santiago Atitl8n, Guatemala: A Socioeconomic gnd Demographic

History, (University of»PittSburgh,°unpublished,Ph.Df;diSSer—
. tation, '1976), pp. 176-206; Veblen, op.-cit., pp. 486-Lglk;

and*P.YGerhard3 The Southeast Frontier of Newapain,f(PrinQee o

. ton: Princetgn‘Unive;Sity*Press, l9T9),'PP-:Q3_30;';

—

JSVebleh;’gﬁ{.cif{}'pp;‘h8h-h99{'_:*-> " ‘ o
6 e L S
Cook and Borah, op.-cit.; p.  T. I o

Teblen, op. cit., pp. 4B6-48T. o

e Sveb;en,_gg. cit., p. ko7, Anthropologist Robert
CarmacksexPrqssgs the following suppOrt‘for'Fuentes y Guzmén's
credibility as"a:scholarly‘sourge: Cre T T e
 The ReCordaci5n'Flofida‘hés'always been reéognized

‘as an importan%-sourcé'for-the.studszf the history and

culture of early Guatemala, though Fuentes Y, Guzm&n has

-beed severely criticized for his exaggerations, disorgani- N

~zation, confusion and errors of fact, rambling, flowery

stYlg,fgnd his pbvious‘bias in favour of the tonquistadores
- ++ Granting. the general validity of these ¢riticisms, -

it is my considered opinion that Fuentes y Guzmin was- &

fp.hlBk;g

,better'student of Indian culture than is usual}y'recogqized,k §

and that his work‘ispof:inestimab;e'importance Ceea

- [RJM;_Carm;ck,fguichean'CiViliZatidn:, The"Ethnbhistorid,

Ethnographic, and‘Archaeologipal‘Sources,-(Berkeley,and o
Los Angeles: The University of California Press, 1973), .

R R : - v ' oL
. , 'QF;A; de Fuentes y Guzmén, Recordacidn Florida,
(Madrid: Biblioteca de Autores Espafioles, Tomo CCLIX,

1, . i sl

&

e
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. loVeblen, op. cit. p::h87; and C. Gibéon, Tlaxcala
in the Sixteenth Century, (New»Haven:- Yale University Press,
1952)a P. 139 e .

4

llMacBeod _R. cit.;*ppf 39-&0;'

: le Re01nos, The Annals of the Cakchlquels, (Norman
Unlver31ty of Oklahoma Press, 1953), pp. 115- 116 ‘ ‘

3MacLedd; 92. cit., p. ﬁl;vsee aiso pp.'l8—20.

, L hM M. Urrutla, La D1v1516n Politlca_y Admlnlstrat1Va
: ée Guatemala, (Guatemala: Editorial Iberia, 1961), Tomo I,
pp. k32 and 64h; Octavo Censoc de Poblacidn, (leras Deflnl-’.f
_tfvas), (Guatemala" Direccion General de Estadistica, 1975),
‘Series III, ‘Vol. 1, ‘pPp. 16 18. For statlstlcal convenlence,,
the Cuchumatén hlghlands are con31dered as constituting the
corporate area of all 31 municipios. (townshlps) of the
Department of Huehuetenango ‘Plus six municipios of the;
Department of Qulche, (Chajul Cunen, Nebaj, Uspantén, and
V.Sacapulas) o e ) D .

’

: 15P de Alvarado, An Account of " the Conquest of
‘ Guatemala in 1524, (New York: The Cortés. Society, 192h)
- edited and translated by Sedley J Mackle, pp 86v88 '

l6Ma.cLee>d ‘92.*cit;, pJ.hh1; >»:



© PART THREE .

THE CUCHUMATAN HIGHLANDS UNDER =

 SPANISH COLONIAL RULE (1541-1821) = -
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‘QICHAPTER FIVE

':THE ESTABLISHMENT 'AND MAINTENANCE OF ORDER'
‘CONGREGACION AND THE ADMINISTRATION OF EMPIRE

[N

We came here to serve God I_M;Q , , o
and the Klng, and also to .. ey
Set rich. .- S PR e L
°j3erna1’Diaztde1,0astillo,(149é—158h)l

i

AIhtroductionI'ferﬁ' T
.",L_.,_ R : » e ,
The above statement of Diaz del Castlllol may not
A'Membrace all the reasons whlch best explaln the pattern of
’NSpanlsh conquest and\colonlsatlon in the New World but his Tifﬂf S
’tvwords reflect an awarehess of three 1mportant forces whlch
Ucidld much to shape theIfabrlc of llfe int the Amerlcan colonles{fTIET”
teof Spaln the Church the State; and the‘ambltlon of 1nd1v- {;I:Iﬁ'
;ﬂ?lduals to attaln wealth ' Collectlvely, the Church the State,”T
'Tfand 1nd1V1dual conquerors‘and colonlsts were respons1ble for '
-executlng a prlmary objectlve of SpanIsh lmperlal oe51ree
- the transferi establlshment and cultlvatlon of what anthroer
‘pologlst George M. Foster has called "the Spanlsh way of
llfe" ¢ Accordlng to Foster, the‘"Spanlsh way of llfe"hI‘
...; wasvhanlfeet 1n the charecter, personallty,,f
personal ‘habits, and beliefs of the: first - :

conqulstadors and ‘the later settlers who went
-to Amerlca.k It was manlfest, perhaps even more



, --sharply, in & philosophy about God,
‘. ' Sovereign? State, and man which was
. .- remarkable as much for its effective-
- ness as a guide to action as for its
~ internal copsistency and completeness.
“This phllosophy was 1nstrumental iny.
‘producing a colonlal policy- which had -
‘as its goal the: spiritual and legal .
. .conquest, of the native pe0ples of - o
Amerlca, the suppre881on or modlflcatlona
of large parts of their 1ndlgenous‘ _
cultures, and the. replacement of aborlg—“
inal ways with those: characterlstlcs of: _ .
. Spanish culture believed by .Church and -~ .
,State to be the most advanced and desir-. . .
able forms of .Spanish life and thought 2_f

B The Spanlsh quest for emplre, therefore, almedlpt

nothlng less than the creatlon 1n the New World of a utopla

B modelled on Spanlsh pr1nc1ples of rellglon, government endv_f

‘Eaculture The fellure to create such a’ utopla 1n the
:-'~;.‘Car1bbean3 served Only to 1n\crease the de81re'0f Spanﬁ to
;*fechleve-lts lofty goal on the Amerlcau malnland By the
‘jiearly 15h08,>when the mllltary subjugatlon of the peoples
‘}jrof hlghland Guatemala had been sue:eesfully accompllshed ‘
i";:‘_‘Spalnf'h&d already over.SO years"experlence as‘an 1mperlgl’mﬁ

‘ﬁnatlon . Durlng th1s t1me, twO major attempts had been meder

3fto de51gn codes of leglslatlon whlch would brlng about an

'ﬂeeff1c1ent and effectlvevadmlnlstratlon of Spanlsh posses31onsx}?.ﬁ

'ﬂ>1n the New World In both the Laws of Burgos of l§l2 and‘rﬁf'*

i’fthe New Laws of 15h2 Spanlsh 1deals of order and unrty wereh"

\

”-:-'-'-'fore.mozat-'h One 1mportant means of attemptlng to establish
R N

order and unlty throughout the lands of the Indles was the\ L ,:

: pollcy of congr_gaclén or reducclon..;_‘_j = "  o ;'\\gf



‘Congregacidn - o S Lok o : R

Congregac1on or reduc01on anOlVed the gatherlng

together of scattered Indlan communltles of often no ‘mo e‘d

than a few famllles 1nto 1arger, more centrallsed tow's

“and V1llages -~'Congregat10n or‘ reductlon of formerly
d1spersed settlements was undertaken wlth the view ofdf
facllltatlng the Indlans"lnstructlon 1n Chrlstlanlty“by;

‘tgthe evangellslng m1ss1onar1es., At the same tlme, the
h‘pollcy promoted the task of c1v1l admlnlstratlon by maklng

eas1er the organlsatlon-of such arrangements as the enumer-

atlon of the natlvq.populatlon, the payment of trlbute, and

the control of labour The splrltual aspect of congregac1on Ae'

vas. at.an early date 1oosely 1ncorporated 1nto the Laws of';ﬁ

”’Burgos (1512) but was later glVen a more exp11c1t emph851s_-i”

d»jinfthe Recopllac1on de las leyes de Indlas

f*Wlth great care and partlcular attentlon -
~'we have" always attempted to impose. the A
. most. convenlent means of 1nstruct1ng the ;fﬁfuf*‘”"'”
: 'g;fIndlans in the Holy Cathollc Faith--and
S the evangelical law, causing ‘them to 5”d‘l
";Lforget their ‘ancient ‘erroneous-rites * ‘-
;. and. ceremonles and to live in. concert
- and order; and, so that this might be -
. brought about, those of our Council of
‘Indies have. met together several tlmes
-7 with other. rellglous persons Py and 3
R - they, with the’ de51re of promoting the e
S "+ service of God:, and ours, resolved that_ .
. the Indians should be reduced to- v1llages
and not be-allowed to live divided and =
_k'separated in the mountains cand wildernesses,
. 'where they. are deprived of all 8piritual and
temporal comforts, the aid of dur - m1n1sters,
~and those ‘Other: thlngs whlch ‘human ‘necess-
;1t1es oblige men-té ‘give one ‘to- another;.
"therefore_;..,the viceroys, presldents, B
and governors [are] charged and ordered to
- execute ‘the reduction, settlement, and
'T~1ndoctr1natlon of the. Indlans .;,}5,5-



'a‘ferred on Alvarado by Klng Charles V 1n 1527, gave/'

R S

gSYStematlc and respons1ble government~ua

’&iahls 1mpress1ve prlvate estate that the authorltles of the

'°f7Crown 1n Guatemala con51dered 1t expedlent to proceed w1th

"l ”al1y begun by the m1851onar1es flrst approachlng local Indlan

.Thls death ln lShl dur;he

'1h2:f

B | . .

The Spanlsh Crown, 1n the form of a cedula real

called for the 1n1t1atlon of co_gregac16n in. Guatemala
6) '

'las early as. lShO 6 but the royal drder was not 1mplemented

untll several years later One of the maln reasons for

Ethe delay 1n startlng congregac1on in Guatemala was thef

- N

'authorltarlan h01d exerc1sed over such affalrs by the

s

'\adelantad Pedro de Alvarado., The tltle adelantado, con-.7 '

re01p1ent a w1de range of powers, none of Whlch e'wasgt'”’

'5reluctant to use. 7 Consequently, from about 1530 untll

the Mlxton rebelllon, Alvarado‘

'f_ruled and exp101ted Guatema:a as- 1f the country were hls'f

{»personal flef._ The conqulsltador and later governor of

‘:.{Guatemala was 81mply too preoccupled wlth wleldlng power;f_g_v

LY

*e_and flnanclng ambltlous projects to”foster the growth of

It W&S therefOre

”'not untll after Alvarado s death and the dlsmantllng of

-

"-*uthe pollcy of congregac16n.ﬁf’fdi

Towards the end of the lShOs; by Order of Llcenc1ado RN

;7kauan Rogel the process of co_gregac1on was 1n1t1ated through-.fﬂ‘

rlout the hlghlands of Guatemala.?_ The pollcy was enthu31as-fi;"ﬁ'"

'~}}]t1cally led by Blshop Marroquin and the Domlnlcan m1881on-jidh

'.v

. arles, who saw congregaclon as the beglnnln of the- splr—“ o

’

rltual conquest" of the Indlans.‘ Congregac1ones were gener- 5

y

dn;'leaders (caClgueS and p_;nclpales) and encouraglng them to



;’appro?e'the-site selected'for.the ﬁe& to#n;t'EngaéingFthe
:c00peratlon of local Indlan leaders wes frequently a key

B factor 1n persuadlng the common majorlty to le&ve thelr

old homes 1n the mountalns and mlgrate to the 51te of the

A

fcongregaC16n. Some Indlan famllles left thelr mountaln

-
A_,y,

abodes W1lllngly, on the adv1ce and entreatles of thelr
-local leaders "Others left reluctantly,'only after the f
Jﬁfthreat of forceful ev1ct10n Once gathered at the new Jf

’town s1te, the Indians would plant the surroundlnﬁ land

- x

"yth,as mllpa.. Whlle the corn matured a8 start was made on'7

;‘varlous projects The flrst prlorlty was the erectlon of

ta church of modest or elaborate proportlon,vdependlng on}

l’{the number of Indlan famllles comprlSlng the congregac1on.gvﬁpiﬁ'
']Thereafter, attentlon was turned to constructlng a house flt
'iffor the local prlest to laylng out 8’ plaza 1n front °f

.-]',,the church 5 and to allocatlng space around ‘Che PlﬁlwL for

lv_fsuch bulldlngs as a town hall ;anjall and sleeplng

nf;quarters where v1s1tors could spend ﬂhe nlght. Streets
fl were lald out 1n a regular grld pattern, runnlng north

hf}to south and east to west.; By the m1d 31xteenth century,ibjo'*

hffa semblance of order had been 1mp0aed on’ the general

fhhpattern of Indlan settlement De31gne w1th the goals of

o Chrlstlanlsatlon and economlc exploltatlo'_foremost 1nvjﬂj;*"

’ "and the order 1nherent 1n ongregaclén sjood 1n sharp

g'contrast 1n Spanlsh eyes, to the morphologldal anarchy

N \‘~

”',of the dlspersed pattern of Bettlement characterlstlc of

“:pre Conquest t1mes.l

An 1mportant consxderatlon 1n the selectlon of s1tesv



'”»}*natlve ceremonlal complex, thus glv1ng Spanlsh power over

1k

'for Congregaciones was the nature Of'the physical Setting.

A great many pre- Hlspanlc settlements were located on BT

tt

" remote hllltops,'surrounded by raV1nes and gnllles, and
were establlshed there durlng turbulent tlmes more w1th
"a v1ew to defence than orderly, peaceful 11v1ng. :The.c1vil'>

4

andArelrglous authorltles.responslble for»congregacion _

3u§uallx favouredfaocessihle“Valleylsites; so the process "{§~7
» : . ' - L " e e e - L . . v ~'. ’ S s . ’ o
ofrresettlemehtlinVolvedfpOpulation*mOyement from isolated,

_mountain'peripheriesﬁtoﬁcentral Avallei—bottom°locations.

If a- natlve settlement exhlblted 51te features compatlble

wlth the Spanlsh crlterla of open space, access to water,‘~*”

’f_and prox1m1ty to agrlcultural land or: enterprlses 1nVolv1ngfv

‘”the need for Indlan 1abour, then congregac1ones would be
',;festabllshed on or close to these exlstlng settlements
:_Chlantla and Huehuetenango, for example, were Spanlsh towns':

_tfounded near the anclent Mam capltal of Zaculeu It was

”i)frequently p0551ble to establlsh congregac1ones 1n whlch dvf'i

a Cathollc church was ?fllt on top of or: adJacent to,'a[hrf}cthw

‘ .

':u’the Indlans & strong and ovart symbollc express1on Accord—?5f“ e

"';1ng to La Farge, thls was llkely what occurred 1n the con-;{

'grega016n of Jacaltenango 11

The pr0cess of congregac1on was 1nstrumental 1n EEE
' e

f:creatlng 8 dlchotomy 1n the general pattern of natlve land~ {IVL

'5fhold1ng.1 As early as 1532 a cedula real declared that

I's

"the Indlans shall contlnue to possess thelr lands, both ff: _;Ar{~f

.:harable tracts and graz1ng lands, so that they do not lack.3

’Lwhat 18 necesaary 12 All congregaclones, by law,'were

4&_




'aftlons of Ramirez a551duously

y : : N W “\'3 \
'EHtltled to an egldo, an area. of communhl land not“cultlvated
\

A
,but ‘used for graziné, huntlng,‘and the gatherlng of water,
-flrewood and varlous products of - the forest.l3' In additgon

to farmlng land 1n the v1c1n1ty of R congregaclén, Indlan>:~

-1h5ff
v

groups brought together often contlnued to. cultlvate the D h

,lands of . thelr abandoned but never forgotten,vmountaln

A ‘homes.;g The attachment of dlsplaced Indlan iamllles tonf'
':thelr ancestral lands was ult1mately to modlfy the p-f~:
vof Spanlsh 1mposed settlement 1n many parts of hlghl:

i:Guatemala.

‘nvrobngfsgacisn;ih‘the1cu¢humatan'sigh1anas

In compllance w1th an order 1ssued by Llcenclado

I3

”aPedro Ramfrez de Qulﬁones,-one of the Crown s most dlllgent-{si_¢.lﬂ

E Qofflcers 1n Guatemala, co_gregac16n was begun towards the fhh-

,‘[end of the lShOs throuShout the Cuchumatanes.w The lsolatlon'/jh"'“

' vfgregaclén dlfflcult, but the Spanlsh authorltles, led by

s

”iﬁand ruggedness of much of the Cuchumatén reglon made con—aYt‘-“;"u

hhlndustrlous Domlnlcan m1351onar1es, carrled out the lnstruc-fﬂx:""7

The maJorlty of Cuchumatén towns 1n exlstence today
'7for1g1nated as- formal centres of settlement in the process ;/

”“of congregac1on of the mld 51xteenth century The hlstorlcal

record prov1des ev1dence of congregaclén for a number of

fftOWns, lncludlng Aguacat&n, ChaJul, Chl&ntl&: San Juan

'iCotzal Cunen, Huehuetenango, Jacaltenango, Nebaj, Petatén, R

-y

.sacapulas, San Antonlo and Santa Ana Hulsta,_San Martin,?ngpn

° and Todos Santos Cuchumat&n.' Much of the 1nformat10n-[



éonce%hing the foundiné of these towns Comeslfromﬁthe
Domlnlcan frlar Antonlo de Remesal who wrote the flrst

V colonlal hlstory of Guatemala between 1615 and 1617,

followlng a perlod of study and work in the colony.ls. y

J} o .
Co Remesal s recordlng of the operatlon of congregac1on S
SR L ’ " : : S
- Vbls both general and spe01f1c Some of hls_observat;ons are
{f';-worth quOtlng,at,length:f‘ —
}}‘Q;:' : B

'Ef The town of. Aguacatlén [Aguacatan] was_

LR 7v.~congregated from a number of hamlets
o . .scattered all over the ‘mountainsg by
“tl.+ .7 .friar Pedro de Angulo, friar. Juan de’
T . ..Torres, and ‘other Dominican m1s51onar1es
S ~who used to preach: throughout these
Cuchumatan hlghlands R |

AT

, Accordlng to Remesal co_grega01ones were establlshed

1n the Cuchumatanes by the Domlnlcans before eccle51ast1cal

o
. [

al admlnlstratlon of much of the reglon ‘was handed OVETr fo'

i

‘Hn? another Yellglous order, the Mercedarlan frlars of Nuestra

!\,{’

;s Seﬁora de la Merced

NER nfThe Domlnlcans not only gave the"‘['""”‘ _ L
4 "< Mercedarians Jurisdiction over‘vi“*-*Wt.f,a;?!*f7"~*;
{ -+ .+ Indians’ in the- clty [of Guatemalal; R L
P ;rfq$Q:they ‘were ‘also- given Jurisdiction _1*jjuf‘3t“3,*;1»f;
-} . over Indians outside [the capitall: f{”vvngfff” B

“... ¢ in the towns. of Quiché and’ Zacapula R R

vg»zl;‘uv'[Sacapulas] ‘A1l that is nowadays
woe ey 16157, admlnlstered by the' o ot
S R ~’.‘“[Mercedar1an] monastery of Xacaltenango S

o - 4 o

i ’{Jacaltenango] was formerly under - con=
iﬂu‘;ﬁﬁ[g._’trol of the Dominicans. Friar Pedro. de
.. Angulo and friar Juan de Torres, along -
Ao with other Dominlcans,'were responslble
. ., . . for the hard work of bringing together
ﬂ;g_fi .+ - Indian- famllles of many different tongues
ST n'who 11ved in scattered, outlying hamlets

v+.. ~The town of Yantla [Chiantlal which

l1es at the’ foot -of" the mountains: belonged

to ik inican] Order «sse -The towns . L
untalns,'as far as. Escuytenangov_fﬁ;T




VY

in the dlstrlct of Comltlén [Comltan] , .
including Cuchumetlén [Todos Santos ' A
Cuchumatén] Giieglietenango [Huehuetenango]
~ San Martfin, Petatén, [and] Giiista [San
 Antonio and Santa Ana Huistal ... were,
‘without .doubt, congregated. by the o R .
" .Dominican’ fathers who built in- them v“.~“_k L e e
..~ . houses. and churches that are: Stlll R ' S '\
':kstandlng toéay 17

~Remesal recorded partlcularly detalled 1nformat10n i

concernlng congrega016n fh the lel country of the eastern'»:

-f.Cuchumatanes, 1nclud1ng the namés of settlements whlch

':lfurnlshed populatlons for the congregac1ones at Chajul,

Nebaj, a.nd San Juan COtza]_‘

[To Chaul [Chajul] in the 81erra of
,"‘Zacapulas were brought the settlementsh
~..of Huyl, Boob, Ylom,,Honcab Chaxa,"
eAguazap, Hulz, ‘and four others, all of.
. which were associated with smaller, - .
';;dependent settlements, thls vas. under- - .
. taken at the request of the- [Dom1n1can]1g*r
“. . fathers who founded- ‘the monastery Lot
”.QjSacapulas] and: by order: of: L1cenc1ado
... Pedro- Ramf{rez de Qulﬂones vees o Too T
'1Q,Aguacatlén [Aguacatén] and Nebf- [Nebaj]";F?lﬁ"
. were brought together the: settlements i
S of: Vach, “Chel, Zalchil, Cuchil, and . = _ B
;_N?many others upward of twelve 1n number.fﬁ[ke.f:,{;fj;u
.. To Cozal [San Juan Cotzal] were brought o o
,fftogether Nam& , Ch1cu1, Temal, Caqullax,jf.‘e_:
. and Rany others “The town of. Cunen.~]&“”
. was.also formed by congregatlng many ’
'fsmaller settlements 1€ Sl -

_ . ‘_thhat Remesel recorded the names.of outlylng settié_;:
ilffements brought together to form ongregaclones is of speclaliblflffr
'7:51nterest not least because some of the cleared" Settlements'ffh?“
'tﬂslere stlll 1n‘ex1stence today.lgA Once gathered at s new toﬁh”?rll

.S1te, the varlous natlve communltles collectlvely comprlslng

"l-the congregac16n often preserved thelr autochthonous 1dent1ty




b"'acutely aware of the dlfferences both betwagn and w1th1n

”7ppCuchumatan reglon were organlsed 1nternally along these

“:gj;llnes, that 1s, w1th several cleared" communltles func-«;j

148

by functlonlng as 1nd1v1dualrcomponents known as E&rCIall-,.
ldades ' Tradltlonally, these Were soc1al and terrltorlal
“unltSoof great anthulty, organlsed as patrlllneal clans‘p
vAor locallsed k1n groups and generally a35001ated w1th &
20 o _ S,

o partlcular area’ of land.

Although the Spanlards ‘had dlfflculty in dlstln- o

. gulsh1ng between pprc1a11dades and in grasplng the complex B

'.fdlstlnctlons operatlng wlthln\them the Indlans were always

N

”thelr tradltlonal soc1al afflllatlons After belng mbved

vtto a congrega01on, Indlan communltles contlnued to uphold

]jaborlglnal patterns of socral dlscrlmlnatlon.i Far from e’7’

.fbelng homogeneous entltles, many a co;gregac16n wasaar}ﬁ”7'

e

f'mosalc of small socral groups whlch touched but whlch often

’Jdld not 1nterpenetrate._ Numerous co_gregac1ones 1n the

x953t10n1ng 1n the Spanlsh eBtabllshed centres as parc1a11d_ges.- ‘vf?fﬁ

ﬁﬁﬁ;Thus Ylom (Ilom) and Honcab (Oncap or Onkap) settlements -.,3V o

'lfifrecorded by Remesal as formlng part of the congre 016n of

'rfntrlbute should be pald by the Indlans of ChaJul and Nebaj,,b"

'“1p the Span1sh authorltles arranged that payment.should befp:.f

A

 ~Chaju1 ;exlsted w1th1n the cong;egacién as separate p -3f"“

.‘)

'Af'clalldades Slmllarly, Zalchll (Salqull) and Cuchll

1 ,o,-:-‘ .

\settlements recorded by Remesal as form1ng part of the ‘ip7fpﬁ

”coggre c16n of Nebaj, also survived within that ongregachn

"rwfas dlstlngulshable parcialldades.

Between l66h and 1678, when asse581ng how much
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made not by town but by parcialidad. Ilom was assessed

at h8utribute payers, Onéap at’9-l/2; Sslquil,at_l7 and

21

Cuchil at 26—1/21 The - ‘towns: of AgUacatan, Cunen, San -

Juan Qotzal-’and Sacapulas,fnll 1dent1f1ed by Remesal as
having been formed by congregatlng several smaller settle—,

"ments; llkewlse were assessed for tr1bute 1nd1v1dually by

2
par01a11dad.2;‘ The fact that the Spanlards found 1t ex-

_pedient to allow these towns to pay trlbute by parc1a11dad
suggests that thls was probably a convenlent and eff1c1ent'

N

arrangement. It also 1nd1cates that over 100 years aften

v

congregacién was 1mplemented' the small soclal groups which

comprlsed ‘a settlement stlll reta1ne% 8, sense of the1r pre~

Conquest 1nd1v1duallty

A good example of a heterogeneous con regac16n'

_where anclent soc1al d1V1slons wvere long ma1nta1ned is the
town of Sacapulas Accordlng to Captaln Martin Alfonso~'
Tovilla, the governor of Verapaz who visited Sacepulas 1n o

the eﬁrly seventeenth century, the town had been formed
\ ) ) +
orlglnally by congregatlng le different Indlan communltles'
. [ "
- The town of Sacapulas is divided into
. 8ix parcialidades, each of which com-
prises & unit known as a cal ul, because
when the missionaries. [firsti brought .
them. together as each had only & small "
population, they brought four or five to
each town in, order to make a larger
. .[settlement] and in this way each
e " parcialidad halntalned the name of the. R
' -place it .came from. And the lands that A
[the parcialidades] possessed [in the B
. abandoned places] they still cultivate.
~today in order to grow corn and other
bodily needs. 23 : :

x

~1kg



150

The testlmony of Tov1lla is conflrmed by an

off1C1al of the Crown, Andres Henrfquez. who, in a report

oo

written in 1786, states that the pprc1a11dad known as

aMagdalena '"llke the other. five of thls town, was, and.
yere,\small settlements that were brought together by
’ royal order to form the town of Sacapulas ?h In the
;trlbute list complled ‘for the years 1664- 1678 flVe

A N _ : ‘
S
par01alldades are recorded three of whlch were known by .

:‘thelr natlve names (Tulteca, Uchabaha,'and Aucanll) and

two by Spanlsh names (San Franclsco and Magdalena) 2>

4

'By the close of the elghteenth century, the parc1alldades

nof Sacapulas stlll clung to thelr aborlglnal 1dent1t1es,

-.but were generally all known by Spanlsh ‘names: Magdalena,
- San Sebastlan, Santlago, San Pedro, Santo Tomas, and San

Franc1sco.26 The preservatlon of pre Conquest 1dent1ty

"w1th1n the congregac16n is 1llustrated by the fact that

Indlan land in the Sacapulas aresa was held by p_r01a11dad

When a lengthy confllct 0ccurred towards the end of the
elghteenth century over land rlghts and boundarles, the
dlsputes were not contested prlmarlly between Indian and

'Spanlsh 1nterests but between rlval parc1a11dades 27

Autochthonous 1dent1ty vas malntalned throughout
v

the colonlal perlod therefore, by ‘such practlces as paylng

trlbute and holdlng land by parcialidad. In the case of |

A
Aguacatan, deep rooted social discrimination has persisted

up to the present day. Remesal noted that Aguacatan "was
congregated from a number of hamlets scattered all over

the. mountalns 28 Most of the hlstorlcal documentatlon
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concernlng Aguacatén\dlstlngulshed between the parc1a11dad

of Aguacatan and the nelghbourlng parc1a11dad of Chalchltén e9.

In Aguacatan today, a dlstlnctlon can stlll be made between

“the' Aguacatecos 11v1ng to the west of the town square and

the Chalchltecos 11v1ng to the east of the town square,
,\)

chlefly on the ground of dlalect ~styles of dress, and -
30 ' ' ' '

“ceremonlal patterns

s

In 1ts 1n1t1a1 stages, the process of co_gregac1on
1n the Cuchumatan hlghlands was & falrly successful opera—'

tlon whlch served Spanlsh 1mper1al ends more than adequately
. \

. But 1t was not w1thout 1tS fallures, frustgatlons, and long-

term modlflcatlons

The flrst attempts to settle Santa Eulalla 1n the

'remo e northwestern reaches ‘of the mountalns had to be

Labandoned because Palconop, the 81te orlglnally chosen for

'ﬂhe congregac1on, yas too ea51ly attacked by hostlle -

Lacandon Indlans 1nvad1ng from the low lylng Usumac1nta;5

b351n to the north The settlement was therefore moved -

to its present, more defen51ble 51te two kllometres to‘

the southwest but only after a church and other bulldlngs

had already been bu11t at Palconop.31 Lacandon ralds up

’1nto .the Cuchumatén country per81sted throughout the

colonlal perlod desplte numerous attempts by the Spanlards

‘to conquer and subJugate thlS partlcularly troublesome

'group 32» Qowards the end of the seventeenth century,

Fuentes Y uzman declared that anyone maklng the trlp

’ from Santa Eulalla to ‘San Mateo Ixtat&n did 80 wlth

imminent rlsk from the Lacandﬁn enemy who 1nvade the
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' mountalns to rob and haraSS our poor Indlans .33 In

' response to thls 51tuat10n, two peacekeeplng forces were“

-

establlshed one at San Mateo and another at Santa Eulalla,'

in order to protect the northern frontler terrltory of the
Cuchumatanes to the west of the Ixcan rlver.3h

The Ix1l congregaclones 1n the northern Cuchumatén'
.

.frontler to the east of. the Ixcén also suffered depredae
v'tlons at the hands of 1nvad1ng Lacandones.” The area around
Ilom was especlally vulnerable to Lacandon attack whlch;,
‘jwas probably one of the ma1n reasons behlnd the~Spaniardsfix
"declslon to abandon the town after 1n1t1ally bulldlng a

fchurch there.3§ The Indlans of Ilom were resettled 1n»f

e

*ChaJul and in Santa Eulalla, the former rece1v1ng the

‘:>Ilom church altar, the latter the Ilom church bells.3§

«

"dehaJul was 1tself attacked several tlmes, the raldlng

_ Lacandones enterlng the Ix11 country by way of the Xacbal l”

_valley Unllke Ilom however, Chajul was never aban—”'
37 v ‘ r L o,

fdoned; E
A comblnatlon of. other factors and(events had

- throughout the colonlal perlod a dlslntegratlng effect

1

on congregac1on 1n the Cuchumatanes.f Slnce many IndlanS'
: . . .

‘were congregated 1nvoluntar11y in the flrst 1nstance, the

'..Spanlsh authorltles often hag\dlfflculty 1n keeplng the

'

. populatzon tied to & new town site. Indlans frequently

fled to the surroundlng rural areas in order to escape the =+

constant exp101tatlon to whlch they were subJected in a :

congregaclon. In the seclu81on of thelr old: homes in the

mountalns, they were free of such compulsory demands as_f



‘ ness and-pestllence struck a cbngregacion.

paying trlbute, prOV1d1ng labour, worklng on local roads

P ¢ 8
or the pardsh~church' and serv1ng as human carrlers 3

The refuge of the mountalns was also sought whenever sick-

39

The 1solat10n and llmlted economlc potentlal of

'the Cuchumatanes llkew1se had a weakenlng 1mpact on the

‘feffectlveness of cong gac1on Due chlefly to a scarclty

of Indlan labour and a lack of entrepreneurlal opportunlty,

Spanlsh Central Amerlca was economlcally depressed for much

hof the seventeenth century hO Even prlor to the onset of

RN

gﬁresources of Guatemala had concentrated elther on the cacao—r

e

rlch P&lelc lowlands or on the fertlle t1erra templadarf -

-.Ato the:SOuth and east of the capltal clty of Santlago,f_ln

?vhere”indigo could be grown and cattle ralsed The hlgh-,”if'

"'lands of the'tlerra fria to the north and west of Santlago

”q'—-remote, rugged and of llttle economlc 1mportance--were

;much less attract1ve to materlally-mlnded Spanlards, thedd

‘Lalcalde mayor of. Zapotltlén, 1n a statement whlch clearly

S

"yﬂreveals the 1ow estlmatlon held by Spanlsh offlclaldom of

the Cuchumatén resource base, probably spoke for a good many,

*J;henterprlslng but frustrated Spanlards when,_ln 1570 he ﬁ

f'declared that nelther 1n the hlghlands of Jacaltenango,

~nor in those of Huehuetenango is there any cacao . the

‘ land here belng poor and unfru1tfu1 good only for ralslng

" hl

f,corn andnchlckenS’;QJ { As a result of such appralsals,

.

"Spanlsh 1nterest 1n nprthwestern Guatemala after conquest

v

’and congregaclén had been completed was never 1ntense.
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~depre531on around 1635, Spanlsh exp101tation of tHe natural '&V'
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, ThlS attltude prevalled durlng the depressed years of the
seventeenth century partlcularly and to ‘a lesser extent

: throughout the elghteenth century up to the end of Spanlsh

rule in Guatemala in 1821.

':‘

The consequences of thls relatlve dlslnterest were :

wfar reachlng.; The Indlan peoples to theﬂnorth and west of"

,Santlago were not so- 1gnored that thelr communltles became’

the breedlng ground of a physmcal form of rebelllon.“ﬁn- g

sk

‘1stead the. Indlans cultlvated a subtle, pa881ve reslstance‘fﬁf‘ﬂh

l.to the European 1nvaders by revertlng,_ln the course of the-~7

L seventeenth century, to many of thelr former ways., It was;i

:not 8 return to llfe as 1t was led before the conquest
“aRather, 1t was a synthe31s of the elements of European

Tculture wh1ch the Indlans hsd accepted snd the elements

E"of‘ pre Columblan culture whlch the Indlans had malntalned.f'

'V7>Ne1ther "Indlan nor "Spanlsh" thls synthe81s of the old -

._,L

:V{fand the new produced a way of llfe perhaps best descrlbedlxi’u

:esv conquest peasant" hzf‘v

o

The syntheth' conquest peasant"_culture of the

”;:iIndlans durlng the seVenteenth century deVe10ped SeVeral":"

.“\

'characterlstlcs whlch confllcted dlrectly w1th Spanlsh

o

‘H’~précepts concérnlng natlve well belng.; One of these was“~

hjthe 1ncreased desertlonbof co_gregaclones‘ln‘favour of a
,;‘more dispersed form of settlement es Spanish authority |
:‘over the Indlans grew progre881vely weaker, psrtlcularly:
>5:1n 1solated reglons 11ke the Cuchumatanes,pfsr removed
from the seat of power at.Santlago.u3 Another character—?

1st1c was the rev1vsl of aspects of pre Chrlstlan rellglon.



.Totonlcapan, Franclsco Diaz del Castlllo, was ordered by thel

Ae”earlyfae 1579, several Indlan famllies at. Chajul

were 11v1ng out51de of the congr_ga016n and as . they vere

uncounted, were not pay1ng trlbute.- The justlce offlcer of

» b

'Crown to.- rectlfy the SJ.tue.t:Lon.h5 Later, at the end of the -
c’seventeenth century, Fuentes y Guzmén recorded that w1ld

\‘“%and un01v1llsed" Indlans were 11v1ng 1n the mountalns sur—‘f

k

hf;‘rOundlng the town of San Juan Atltén, and that some ho

&pfamllles at San Mateo Ixtatan were 11V1ng 1h leagues out51de.?h

rfthe congrégaclon at a 51te named Asant1h.46

5 The Spanlsh authorltlee were not only concerned that

‘gdthe Indlans llVlng 1n scattered groups away from congrega—v
‘~_fclones were 11kely to evade paylng trlbute or supplylng,v

fg:labour,_they were aIso concerned w1th the alarmlng rejuven—‘_ff

KrAatatlon of pagan rellglon whlch manlfested 1tself when

'fﬁIndlans broke away from congregac1ones and the scrutlny of
kf:;ﬁlocal parlsh prlests.ﬂ Thls trend was partlcularly marked
'r1n the more remote parts of the Cuchumatanes.e Towards the

’v_end of the seventeenth century, there were complalnts of

1dolatry and acts of barbarlsm at both San Juan Atltén_,ojusf"

_"'.and San Mateo Ixtatén : At the latter town the Indlans had
'wyerected on a nearby mountaln, a shrlne whlch was located

dhln the same place as the anclent sacr1f1c1al altar of the 3

hT"

‘tlmes of paganlsm and barbarlty 'In 1797 the governor
-of Huehuetenango, Franclsco Xav1er de Agulree, found and

"destroyed two leagues dlstant from the town of Concepc1on,

"the pagan shrlne where the Indlans go to offer sacrzflces

and prayers to the dev1l"7h§; The strongest statement of



‘_;ng»;i - »‘f“' ‘Vc,_v:., h,'ihb' }

‘,‘wldespread rellglous non- conformlty among the Indl&nS of
the Cuchumatanes comes from Archblshop Cortes hg Larraz,u
who Jin: the late elghteenth century clalmed that the Chrls-
t,:T.tlanlty of. the Indlans 1s nothlng more than appearance and
h9v

,‘hypocrlsy The refusal of the natlve peoples of the

'Cuchumatan hlghlands to abandon thelr pre Chrlstlan rltuals E

'-and Ceremonles per81sted throughout the n1neteenth century

&

G

,vsnd has'survlved,ui te\the present day 50‘
Lo L‘-/ \'s-/ ’

 V1ewed in the context of the entlre perlod of Spanlsh
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",ruiéfin Guatemala, the process of congregac1on in the Cuchu-’f"

' Qmatanes:was therefore not an unquallfled success. The 1mpact

 ef co~gregac10n on the cultural landscape was certalnly pros

'Ifound and 1ong lastlng Even today, the m1d s1xteenth cen-ff

.'frtury congregatlons domlnated by churches towerlng over'

i;;and above most surroundlng bulldlngs, are a. consplcuous

?ﬂffeature of the Cuchumatén landscape (Plate 3 and Plate h)

'fHowever 1t 1s obv1ous that the majorlty of the reglon s

1?Ind1an populatlon now llves not in nucleated centres but 1nv.f*t“

"dlspersed communltles scattered about the countryslde. 7An’
eeunderstandlng of thls present pattern of settlement lles ‘in.
ﬂtean understandlng o; the colonlal experlence of the Cuchu-

v

'ematén peoplest

= In summary, follow1ng conquest and subjugatlon by
'rlmperlal Spaln, the Indlans of the Cuchumatanes were move&'

rfrom the1r outlylng mountaln homes 1nto new, church domlnated

”'7congregaclones.. These settlements were establlshed by the

'Spanlsh authorltles 1n the mlddle years of the 81xteenth

-

'century to serve prlmarlly as vehlcles of Chrlstlanlsatlon tl



“"-‘.‘_P‘latéf’B:_v e The cormregac:Lon of NebaJ in the Ix1l
e T country of the eastern Cuchumatanes.,



“ Plate ki

The congreg~plon of Santa Eulalla in

the heart of" the Cuchumatan hlghlands;

coo .
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, and economlc exp101tatlon After co_gregac1on ‘had been 2

achleved Spanlsh 1nterest and 1nvolvement in the Cuchu—fv

;matanes vas sllght largely due to the phy51cal 1solat10n '

.of the reglon and 1ts llmlted economlc potentlal. ‘The

Y

‘.prospects for Spanlards to accumulate wealth vere s1mply
"much better elsewhere 1n tuatemala. Thus the Indlans were

'able, espec1ally durlng the seventeenth century depre551on, N

thWn culturai preferences.‘ One development 1n partlcular !
‘was the antlthes1s of Spanlsh des1gns the abandonment of

. congrega01ones for outlylng rural areas where pre Chrlstlan_

: ,ba51c hlerarchlcal structures-—one polltlco JUdICI&l 1n4

"}‘rellglous mores. vere revlved.‘ Confllctlnng1th two ba51c

tenets of congreg_clon, thls way of llfe was followed by

B : 1

1J,colon1al perlod and has been 8 characterlstlc of the cul—‘i

*bture of the Cuchumatﬁn peoples ever 31nce.h“1

":The:Administration'ofTEmniret}-

y : '-,._

:”tf The congregac10nes formed 1n the m1d 51xteenth

v"ff10cal affalrs to 1ssues of state.; Permeated by a ma851ve

"emplre was 8 complex arrangement whlch comblned rather than

aﬂhnature, the other eccleslastlcal--can be 1dentif1ed

POllthO Judlclal Jurlsdlctlon was headed by thef”

N\

a 51gn1f1cant number of Indlans durlng the mlddle and 1atenn‘

*lbureaucracy and off1c1aldom, the Spanlsh admlnlstratlon of £

159

to modlfy the Spanlsh 1mposed order of thlngs to su1t thelr,f'ﬁ

'ereentury were but tlny components of a great admlnlstratlve.ff;biq‘”

_scheme de51gned to expedlte all levels of government,>from.igl3{ff‘

’»separated certaln governmental functlons._ However, two_f)j"
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monarch' whose royal authorlty was absolute and unquestlon~:‘

‘able. The monarch was advlsed on, matters pertalnlng to the

"_American colonles bylthe COuncll of theJIndles,»a body whlch

A—

hnever took up re51dence in. theiNew World but whlch moved dj
‘from place tq place w1th the Spanlsh court vThe Counc1l\

of: the Indles suggested llnes of pollcy and nomlnatedA‘
'off1c1als to posltlons in the colonles, be31des audltlng

' accounts,‘hearlng testlmon;, and rerlew1ng the conduct of
‘;1nd1v1duals elected to offlce.a In Amerlca the hlghestﬁ /K‘d
'rankrng representatlres of the Crown-uere the V1Ceromf, |
,generally Spanlards born in the mother country vho' ruled o b ‘[
'1n the monarch s name and uho were respons1ble for“ among‘ xﬁg&.

”;other thlngs, revenue, Justlce, and Indlan welfare _ V1ceroys

were a331sted by adv1sory bodles knOWn as aud1enc1as, stable
y 1nst1tut10ns whlch prov1ded an 1mportant focus for broad
d-reglonal afflllatlon. The area pre51ded over by an audlen— '_;

‘ufcla was d1v1ded 1nto a number of unlts called corr glmlentOS o

f;_or alcaldias m_yores, each of whlch was entrusted to the

'if'carerof a corregldor or alcalde mayor charged wlth such

. “h;dutles as the co ordlnatlon of trlbute collectkgy Q%d the

organlsatlon of Indlan work partles Correg1m1entos or"

.falcaldias mayores were assoc1ated wlth small local author—lJ
S . 2 [ T 1 SRR BRSNSt
'lcltles termed yuntamlentos or cablldos, essentlally munl—fg-ﬂ“‘\""

zl'ificlpal counclls operatlng 1n ongregaclones and exerclslng o oo

'chntrol over both town and surroundlng countryslde-sl,,

Parallellng the c1v1l polltlco Judlclal structure f“"ﬂ

:y?'was the eccle81ast1ca1 one.; The author1ty of the monarch hft

"wover the Cathol1c Church was assured under the terms of ﬁf
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the Patronato Real, a pact hetween Rome and the Spanlsh

; Crown whlch guaranteed by papal bulls of 1501 and 1508 S
that a wlde range of eccle51ast1cal controls would be -
placed 1n the hands of the monarchy._ Among these controlsf

" ‘were the power of’nomlnatlon and the management of church-;
9evenue. The largest un1t of eccleslastlcal geography was'r

he archblshoprlc or. archdlocese, to whlch all component g[
blshoprlcs or dloceses werebsuffragan.f Each blsh0pr1c orlb,
dlocese was 1nternally comprlsed of - o number~@f curacles tﬂ"
'br parlshes % To thlS eplscopal organlsatlon helonged the'

secular clergy, 80" m:med because they "llved 1n theuworld"'h'

(Latln '»saeculum)-. Such men=~ of‘the cloth were dlstlnct>77

v*fromithe. regular clergy who belongedlto a speclflc ifﬁsj

; rellglous order (e g;; Franclscan,7bominlcan, or Mercedarlan)

"thand‘who were bound to certaln vows or rules (Latln : regula)

Inltlally- the regular clergy had exclus1vely a m1851onary

‘mandate and thus commltted themselves to prov1d1ng for the

kiaxsplrltual needs of the Indlans.: The secular clergy,'on the
other hand were”more geared towards the rellglous requrre-;;lflfyr“
.ments of the European element 1n the colon1es.$?7hv

» burlng the colonlal perlod most of the ;sthmus of

Central Amerlca, Vlth the exceptlon of the area of present-{y;;ujrﬂ

day Panama,.was c1v1lly admlnlstered as~the‘aud1en01a of’.frxgﬂfﬁ”'~

1]
Today, thls same unlt would be comprlsed of

’Ee Mex1can state of Chlapas, the self governlng colony

e

o of Bellze, and the 1ndependent republlcs of Guatemala,"}5-°n

T

El Salvador, Honduras-N1caragua,'and Costa Rlca..s3 i ;‘—f»f.fr

) R

Created in: 15h3 the audlencla of Guatemala, a sub un1t -
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J?fSpanlsh rule the bishopr1c or Guatemala came under the ffﬁf”’:

: Vlceroy in Mex1co._
."formed part of the large admlnlstratlve lelslon known

“'maxor (1678 1785) of Totonlcapén and Huehuetenango (see !

G ; :

. eTotonlcapan and Huehuetenango 3

f‘ﬁwas comprlsed of some hO towns or

31;Table 5)

Af;'the town where the prlest llved and

o

of the Vlceroyalty of New Spaln was placed under the charge

of a pre51d1ng offlcer (E;e81dente) subordlnate to the

e
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Wlthln the audlencla of Guatemala, the CuchumataneS"

e elther as the correglmlento (15h7 1678) or the alcaldia

Plate l) Sh Thls same area, after the 1mp031t10n of t'e B

nd was d1v1ded 1nto two“

‘o

‘rffto ‘as the Eartldo of Huehuetenango corresponds 1n rough

:*fareal extent to the Cuchumatén highlands (see Map 2) and

"?kl U
o

The bO towns of the Cuchumat&n hlghlands were

é

d1V1ded for purposes of eccle31as$ucal admlnlstratlon 1nto

37

ef’lts name to the entlre parish Pxiests were obllged to

/)

’lin the capital of Santiago. It vas not until 17hs that thef»

mwvsltuatlon whlch meant that for the first 200 years of

e

By

1ntendancy system in 1785 1786 2 became the 2rov1nc1a orf o

 -:{the Qartldo of Huehuetenango 56 The jurlsdlctlon referred

congregac1ones (see.w;;.af“V-»‘

’gE recogn1se the authorlty of the blshop of Guatemala re51dentm:e i3h

'*7;b19hopr1c of Guatemala waa ralsed to archdlocese status,-‘e7u'

"5ffecc1e51ast1val Jur13d1ct1on of the archdlocese of Mexico.ST”f7"

11"Jurlsd1ctlons the partldq (dlstrlct) of Tgmonlcapén and_f;a:“ B

o .f;elght parlshes, each of whzch had a cabecera de doctrlna,fierf,5eff 
” mehere he made hlg f"f’f*"

'ﬁviparlsh rounds«bsee Table 5) The cabecera de doctrlna gave:V;ff;J;"'
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: © TABLE 5 . _ W
TOWNS -(CONGREGACIONES) COMPRISING THE |
' CUCHUMATAN HIGHLANDS OR THE PARTIDO

OF HUEHUETENANGO (BY PARISH).

.

. Name of Parish _ " Towns Cbmpfiéing_Parish
*. Uspantén-~ -~ = = a}Uspantén, Cunén,'Sacapulas ~
Neba - Nebaj, Cotzal, Chajul.
Mal&catén o 'Malabaian,WSanta>Barﬁara;i  A .
' . v ‘ Colotenango, Ixtahuacén, e
- T - San Gaspar Ixchll : e
) o * . : : ¢
Huehuetenango .. - ‘,Huehuetenango, San Lorenzo
- I . San Sebastifn, Santa Isabel
San Juan Atitén, Santlago Chlmal-_
tenango, San Pedro Necta ~
'Sbloma_"‘ ‘ o Soloma, San Juan Ixcoy, Santa Eulalla,
Lo ‘ ~ San Mateo Ixtatfn, San Sebastifin.
‘l,Coatén, San Mlguel Acatan
‘Jacaltenango. = Jacaltenango, Santa Ana and San
o o ‘Antonio Huista, Petatén, Concepclén,'
J - San Marcos, San AndreS~
. R -"'I . . . NS .
Chiantla - ‘ 'Chlantla, Aguacatén y Chalchltén,
L PR - Todos Santos Cuchumatan, San Martin
Cuchumatén. . :
Cuilco o L Cullco, Tectlt&n, Amatenango,

San Martfn Mazapa, San Franc1sco
Mot021ntla o ' :

[

Source’: _AGCA A3.16, leg..2§, -exp h9l2 and Pu Cortes y
' Lar;az; Descrlpclon Geograflco Moral .de la Dloce51s

de Goathemale, (Guatemala:’ SOcledad de Geografla e
- Historia &e Guatemala, 1958) R A




' Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction over the Cuchumatanes

‘was initially granted solely to‘the Dominicans,'and it was

un €r " thelr aegis and 1ndustry that congrega010n was first

carrled out. By the close of the leteenth century, hOW-lf”’

ever parts of the Cuchumatan reglon had already passed

-into the charge of the Mercedarlans The: Franc1scan frlari

Alonso Ponce recorded Huehuetenango and Chlantla under
Mercedarlan control 1n 1586 when “he passed through the
Cuchumatanes on - his return to Mex1co 58‘ By the end of

the seventeenth century, over 30 towns in the Cuchumatanes*

5 were under Mercedarlan hegemony, wlth the Domlnlcans re-
,talnlng only s1x.59 In l75h a royal edict ordered the.a

. secularlsatlon ‘of all parlsh charges, but by spec1al per— -

m1551on 1t was pOSSlble for ‘a member of the regular clergy

‘ to contlnue ‘to serve as a parlsh prlest.' The Cuchumatén '

parlshes of Jacaltenango, Malacatén, and Nebaj, for example,'

" were stlll admlnlstered by the regular clergy at the end

'60

. of the colonlal perlod

Both the. polltlco Judlclal and ecc1e81ast1cal armsv-
of government 1n Spanlsh Amerlca were r1g1dly h1erarch1ca1

the d;ctates of those at the top were- transferred in theory

a3

’ 1f not always in practlce, into actlon and fulfllment by .

those at the bottom. The state sought by deed and decree,»

to extend and exert 1ts control over every facet of colonzal
¢ /

llfe It ig to- the operatlon of certaln controls and the

1mpact they had on the land and the people of the Cuchumatan

hlghlands that attentlon w1ll now be focussed.
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CHAPTER FIVE: NOTES

!

lQuoted in 7.1, Elliott, Imperial Spain (1469-1716),
(Harmondsworth: Pelican Books, 1976), p. 65. : ’
R . i 7

2G.M. Fostér, "Culture and Conquést; America's
- Spanish Heritage", Viking Fund Publications in Anthropology,

No. 27, (New York:. 1960), p. 2.

, "3C.O. Sauer, The Earlvapanish‘Main,-(Bérkeley and
-Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1966), is a /
masterful reconstruction of the tragic Spanish conquest 'and
colonisation of the Caribbean between 1492 and 1519. By
~the latter date, when Cortés was establishing a foothold
for Spain.on the American mainland and when Charles V was
setting up the Council of the Indies, the Spanish Main was =~
already "a sorry shell. The natives, whom Columbus belatedly-
knew to be the wealth 6f.the,land,_were,destroyed. The gold
placers of the islands were worked out.. The gold treasures
‘which the Indians of Castilla-del Oro had acquired had been

looted. What most Spaniards wanted was: to get out and seek
their fortunes in parts'as'yet'untried'and unknown"; Sauer,
‘op. cit., p. 294, Despite attempts by the Grown at efficient
. and orderly-administration,'theféxperiencé of the Spanish ‘
~Main was later shared by many parts of the. American mainland.
Cl 3.hL;BL Simpson, The Encomienda in New Spain: - The =
Beginnings of Spanish Mexico, (Berkeley and Los Angeles: ,
~University of California Press, 1966), PP. 29-38 and 123-1L44
©..contains an analysis of the Laws of Burgos (1512) and the
New Laws (1542) respectively. . BT ‘ ‘

1

. ' _SLier VI, T{tulo III, Recopilacifén de las leyes
de Indias, translated in L.B. Simpson, Studies in the Admin-
. istration of the Indians.in New Spain, Ibero-Americana No. 7,
- (Berkeley; ~University of California Press, 1934), p. 43. ~

6

B.N. Colby and P.L. van den Berghe, Ixil Country:"
A ilural Society in Highland Guatemsla, (Berkeley: Univer-
.81ty of California Press, 1969), p. 4k; ana T.T. Veblen, ‘
.The Ecdlogical, Cultural, and Historical Bases of Forest
Preservation in TOtOnicaB&n,'Guaﬁemala,q(Berkeley: Univer-
sity gf California, unpublished Ph.D., dissertation, 1975),
p. 338. o oo E T

, M.TElliott, op. cit., p. 59, defines adelantado as
"a hereditary title granted by medieval Castilian kings
and conferring upon its holder special military. powers and
the rights of government over a frontier province. The
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leader of an expedition (such as Alvarado): would also:
~expect to enjoy the spoils of conquest, in the shape of.
moveable property and captives, and to. recerxs*‘ ints of
land and a title. of noblllty et . .

: : 8W L. Sherman, "A Canueror 8 Wealth Notes on.
the Estate of Pedro de Alvaradq", The Americas: 26 (1969),
pPp. 199- 213,'and T.T. Veblen, "Native Population Decllne‘
~ in Totonicapén, Guatemala", Annals of the Association of
- American Geographers, Volv 67 No. h, Deoember 1977, p. k92,

e 9A Recinos and D. Goetz (translators), The Annals
of the Cakchlgnels, (Norman: . University of Oklahoma Press,
1953), p. 136.  The- Cakchiquel chronicle states: "In the W
fifth month.of the sixth year after the- beginning of our AT
. 1nstruct10n in the word of Qur Lord: God (1 e. in July, 15h8)”'
the houses were’ grouped together by order of the lord Juan| ‘
Roser Then the people came: from the caves and the rav1nes'.'

, lOA. de Remesal ‘Historia General de lag Indlas_V; T
Occldentales ¥ Partlcular de . la Gobernacién .de Chiapa y :
Guatemala, (Madrid: Biblioteca de Autores Espafioles,

1964-1966), Vol, II, pp. ‘177-180; F. de Paula Garcfa Peléez,
‘Memorias para la Historia del Antlguo Reino de: Guatema%a,‘ .
- (Guatemala: Biblioteca "Goathemala™, 1968), Vol, I, p. 163;

- M., MacLeod Spanish Central America: ‘A Socioeconomic
Hlstoryiflseo 1720, (Berkeley and Los Angeles: “University
of California Press, 1973), pp. 120-123; and S, Martfnez
Peléez, La Patria del Criollo: Ensayo de Interpretacién B
“de ‘1a Realidad Colonial Guatemalteca, (San Jose ‘Editorial"
Uaner51tar1a, 1975), Pp- Lh3-460. - B s -

N

¢

lO. La Farge, Santd Eulalia: The Religion of &~ %

~Cuchumaté&n Indian Town, (Chicago: The University of Chicago
Press, 1947), p. ix. La Farge writes: "The lack of [pre-

conquest] ruins ‘in_ the" 1mmedlate v1c1n1ty of Jacaltenango

< . may be due to the fact that the extensive church, convent,

and churchyard were constructed on Just. the site where one
would expect the ancient temples to have been ‘placed or to
the formatlon here of an- artlflclal reconcentrado, which
became . stablllzed"’* _ . oy S

¥

12From Recopllaclén de las leyes de Indlas,‘c1ted
in W.B. Taylor, Landlord and Pe sant in Colon1al Oaxaca, ’ K
’(Stanford Stanford Unlverslty Press, Y :

|

13Slmpson 92 cit., p. hh}
5 4

J f theblen 4;2 t (1975), P 339 R o



R'emerglng from 150 years of post-contact collapse, began -

Ay

1og Carmack, Quichean .Civilization:. :The -
Ethnohlstorlc, Ethnographlc, and Archaeologlcal ‘Sources,

'zBerkeley and Los; Angeles Unlver31ty of. Callfornla Press,
- 1973), .pp. 78 180 contains a suceinct rev1ew of Remesal's
‘contribution. Several reServatlons a31de,qCarmack considers

Remesal's two volume work "an 1mportant .source on the early .
‘history and. cultures of Guatemala" e e
16 S ea BT
Remesal, _R __E Vol II, p. 259.  Aguacatén

ex1sts today as the cabe ra of the munlclglo of the same
‘nage. : ~ o - S

17Remesal _B cit;, vol. I, 'pp.'2h34 K, Jacal—;‘n'

.'tenango Chlantla,uTodos Santos Cuchumatén, Huehuetenango,

San Antonlo Hulsta, and Santa Ana Huista exlst today as

bfcabecegas of their. respectlve mupicipios. San~MartIn is

an’ aldea of the mun1c1plo of Todos Santos Cuchumatén and

“Petatén is: an aldea of the mun1c1plo of Concepc16n

_\\:

18Remesal 0P, cit:; Vol.‘II pp 178 179 Chajul,
NebaJ, San Juan Cotzal -and- Cunen exlst today as ‘cabeceras

“ofctheir respective municipios.. Some of the. smaller settle-'b

>"menta Wthh furnlshed populatlons for the congregaciones in

N

o

k

the Ixil .country also still exlst.; For" example,‘Ylom (now -
Ilom).and Chel are aldeas of the municipio of Chajul; Huyl.
(now Ju11) and. Chaxéd are ca8erios of the same munieipio. -
“Namf is 'a caserfo of the munlclplo of San Juan Cotzal.
~And Zalchll fnow Salqull) is an aldea of the mun1crplo of
NebaJ '

Colby and van den. Berghe (_2.,01t.,‘ h3 foot—

_note h) ‘incorrectly state that Chaxa and Namfé may no longer:
exist.  Both settlements are still in exlstence and are ‘

listed as caserfos in M,M. Urrutia, La Divisidn Pol{tica y
Administrativa de la Repﬁbllca de Guatemala, (Guatemala
Editorial’ Iberia, 1961), Vol. I, pp. 450 and 456. Chaxé
is also clearly marked on. ‘the 1: 50,000 topographic map- of .
Tz1aj& published by the Instituto Geogr&flco Naclonal it,'
lies about ten kilometres northeast of Chajul. . Namb is .
‘also clearly marked on theé 1: 50,000 topographlc map of
Nebaj; it lies about four kilometres goutheast of San Juan
Cotzal. The existence of such formerly cleared settlements
as populated places in the present day auggests a deflnlte
resgttlement trend some time during the past koo years. -
Resettlement of abandoned outlying areas from established -
congregaciones possibly occurred after the third quarter
of the seventeenth century when the native population,

slowly to increase in number and hence preclpltate the

need for more agrlcultural land. Alternately, cleared
distrigts could have been. resettled earlier by fugltlve'
Indians returning to their former homes to . escape paylng Ve
?leute or rendering labour to Spanlsh authorltles in the ‘¢
congrega01ones. : :
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(ﬁuatemalab Ed1t0r1a1 Unlver81tar1a, 1960), p 218

. de Alvarado, Bo. dissatis? ed with their. treatment were.
'the respect they deserved.- See AGT: Acsz. e

f?*p 53305 Carmack E? c1t.; p 208, ‘has eorrelatéd they

e '.biﬁ ",.: oo ‘  168 -
.FIQSee fOOtnote'18j d

EOMaeLeod, QR.,ci < P. 29,

'*élAGCA; A3.16,‘1eg. 1601;_éxp; 26391.
| AGCA A3 16 leg 1601 éxpe-263914 515ti L
23M Alfonso Tov1lla, Relac16n Hlstérlca Descrlp—jfgf;" N

tlva de las Prov1nc1as de la Verapaz y de la del. Manché,:

EhAGCA Al leg 6037, exp. 53258 |

o 25AGCA A3 16 leg. 1601 exp. 26391 The 2 ar-
c1a11dad known ‘as: Tulteca was probably comprlsed of the
descendants of the Tlaxcalan aux111ar1es who apparently

'settled in Sacapulas when the wars of conquest were. over.

-They were. likely attracted by the p0591b111ty of con—';e_
trolllng ‘the important salt sprlngs ‘in the . .area .&as & ‘
‘reward for ‘the military ‘assistance: they gave to thelj“

Spanlards.; See Carmack, op. 01t.; PP 37 39+

Gl Sacapulas was not the on%§ town in the Cuchumatanes’. ,
where Tlaxcalan Indians settled. There were. also 1mportant EERIS
Tlaxcalan cont1ngents 11v1ng in the m1d—slxteenth century o

. at Aguacatan ‘and Huehuetenango.ﬂ Many Tlaxcalans chose. to k
. 'settlein Guatemals -after.the conquest, rather than return,V"
.. to thelr native Mexico. " They frequently ‘solicited the -

o Spanish: colondal authorltles for. spec1a1 favours and o

‘privileges over Guatemalan Indlans in return for thelr %‘A‘-'afg E
mllltary serv1ces In. recognltlon of their contrlbutlon, : S
‘the. Spanlards would grant Tlaxcalans exemptlon from. paylng;i

tribute or renderlng agrlcultural labour, in theory if not';~

' always in practlce. "The ‘experience of the Tlaxcalan

residents of Aguacatfn and Huehuetenango was not a ‘happy fff R

" one. 'In 1561, they complained bitterly to th§ Cﬁpwg ‘that

their spec1a1 ‘status and rights- vere belng vielated as they
"were being forced to work’ and to pay tridute. - ‘They 'also

»”:clalmed that they were being forced to buy merchandlse at
"inflated prices from, the local Judge and pr1ests. The

Tlaxcalans con81dered their treatment unJust, since’ they E V
,had alreddy suffered great: hardshlps and deprivations "in~ Cos
‘the service of" Your Majesty" under the conguistador Pedre' B

the settlers that they requested to be. administered by i ”j““.
authorltles in Mexico. who, they. felt, would treat them wlth

26AGCA A1, leg. 6037,'exp 53258 and Al ieg.d60f'l



from Tula”.  The parcialidaed Santo Tomfs was .associated

and AGCA Al leg. 5979,‘exp 52536

©1912), pp. &
- . century it:was: suggested that in order to stop any further

;197‘),,p4.39

parCIalldad of Santlago wlth “the Canll llneage "who came.

with the Lamaqulb lineage;. cf..Carmack _E- c1t., p 60

H“ | 27Carmack _R.'cit;;bpp3l206¥209;'offersfe;éummary-“

of the confllcts

» 28Reme9al ggf'élt Vol. II, p 259

'..

9Aguacetén and Chalchltan, for example, are

jiiasee§sed separately in the: trlbute llst of 1677 AGCA
A3.16, leg. 1601 1exp.,2639l o : L

ren36o'

"el doble P“eblo ‘de. Aguacatén ¥ Chalchltén"";-~

'TBlO La Farge, _Rtve ;,"pp..xl,‘h; and 63 ef}f~

'»Q;name "P&lCOHOP ‘means "former - village". The Spanlards

© - probably first: settled Palconop and. built a church there Lo S
~because the 51te was an. 1mportant pre Columblan ceremonlal’j:"g;*’
“qcentre s ce B . Oh TR

,‘J.

32The best analysls of the expedltlons undertakenti

U with a view to pacifying the Lacandones is D.Z. Stone;: K
- "sSome Spanlsh Entradas, 1524-1695", Middle American. Research

Series No. 'k, (New Orleans: Tulane University, 1932), ]
. pp. 208 29€v “The efforts of the Spanlards to Chrlstlanlse’
the. Lacandones and to "eongregate" ‘them 1nto towns never
- ~had any permanent degree of “success. Cf. A.M. Tozzer,
- "A Spanish Manuscript Letter on the Lacandones in the
. 4rchives: of the Indies at Seville", Proceedings of the:

Eighteenth International . Corigress._of Americanists, (London~
97-509.. At the beginning of the elghteenth

depredatlons, the Lacandones should be moved from thelr

“Usumacinta- homeland and settled in the. Cuchumatanes at 8
- site named Asantic, near San" Mateo Ixtatén. Whether or
" not this re- -settlement occurred is .not known.; Cf. AGI: AG225
_-and Recinos, op. eit., pp. 396- 397. La’ Farge, op. cit.,
-Dp.. 68, states that. Lacandén raids. 1nto the Cuchumatanes“f

per81sted untll the early nlneteenth century

RS 33F A. de: Fuentes ¥ Guzmﬁn Recordac16n Florlda,n~
(Madrid: Blblloteca de Autores Espaﬁoles, Tomo CCLIX a

Tif.*;‘a~,av-:'¢;f;j- L
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o ; gMcArthur and L. McArthur,'"Aguacatec in D
M. Mayers (ed ). “The La;guages 6f Guatemala,: (The Hague S
;Mouton and- Company . 1966), p. 1ho. " A Rec1nos, Monograffa
;.idel ‘Departamento de. Huehuetenango, (Guatemala Mlnlsterlo R
’ﬁjde Educacién P@blica, 195Lk), p. TS,Vactually refers to S



A

139FuentesvylGuzmén,_gR. cit.,:p} 39.

3SColby and. van den Berghegfgnrbcit;! p. hol

36R. ‘El1liot and H. Elliot, "Ixil", in M. Mayers,

k»QR c1t., p. 126. ' The decision to resettle lel speaklng

Indians of Ilom at the’ Kanjobal spedking town Of Santa -

g Eulalla makes very 11ttle sense.' The ‘distance from Ilom-i

_to. Santa Eulalla is also tw1ce the'ﬁlstance from Ilom to.

[‘ChaJul. The Indians from Ilom who were. resettled at Chajul .

Pipresumably formed there the parclalldad known -as Qlom. o
- That Ixil speaklng Indlans were moved, from Ilom to- Santa,~~

Eulalia is.. attested by the recordlng of Ixil speakers there

~in notes made by Father Baltasar Baldlva, a Spanish mlss1on- :

-ary. prlest 11v1ng ‘and - worklng among the Ix1l around the

.mlddle of the. nlneteenth century. Cf Elllot _B ‘eit.,

127

37F Termer, Etnol_gia y Etnografia de Guatemala,

1957), pp. T-8% F. leénez,lestorla de la Provincia- d%i;

de Geograffa e Hlstorla, 1930), Vol.»II, p. 2213 and -
\Tov1lla*»;2;;c1t s 209 leenez has the follow1n3

‘~account ~"In the year 1664 ‘the’ Lacandén Indians- arrlved o
at the cornfields of the town of Chajul, and ‘in one. [fleld].

fﬁthey came across an’ [Ixal] Indian mother who vas breast
.- feeding. her chlId ‘the mother escaped ‘but left the child . )
~ behind, running to the town [for safety] . The- Indlans"""“

‘lv;[of ChaJul] ‘took: up ‘arms, and marched to ‘the cornflelds
. four” leagues out of town*i

but when they arrived there the%

d‘»[Lacandon] Indians had already fled. It was dlscovered

7.chest torn;open and its heart pulled out"

R3

that the child [left- behind] had been sacrlflced 1ts-,f“

.
C.

‘a38MartInez Pelaez,téﬁ-:CIt-, PP 5h5 5h6 and AGCA

A1, leg. 6118i exp. 56749 The latter is dated 1819 and..

. is & report-f

om an. offlclal .of the Crown at, Nebaj who

Vl?bz-‘

" (Guatemala: Semlnarlo de Integracibén Social Guatemalteca,_;o'V”

"~ San. Vicente de Chiape y. Guatemala, (Guatemela:- Socledad ‘fl‘°’

" -gstates - that - the. Indlans of the town- ran away to- the mountalns.oi"ﬂ

‘ﬂnearby 1n order to- escape the paylng of trlbute.

v

39Acch A3. 16 1eg.,2h9, exp 5036 Dated 180h 1805,

,‘thls document'records that the Indiang of Soloma. and Santa L
_‘Eulalia abandoned their congregaciones for the open country--~.~~ﬁ

,,81de around- Chemal - follow1ng ‘an outbreak of typhus ‘It was
’1n1t1ally thought by ‘the Spanlards that . the' Indlans would

be: better cared for 1n congregaclones in. t1mes of - crises,

_partlcularly durlng an outbreak of, dlsease.‘ Unlntentmonally,

.congregacifn probably had the opp031te effect, since commun-
- icable diseases spread more- eas1ly in areas of dense popula-'--
“tion than in . dispersed- settlements like those formerly
v'1nhab1ted by the Indlans. Cf MacLeod _R c1t., . l21

f
‘




s EhgiIEnged"or]modifiéd; chiéflytat‘the 1bqal3orﬂregion&l:,

:f”,pf.eéﬁnogigﬂstagnapidn; This literature, for _
'”fSpatiallyiconfinedfto Mexico,.includes the following:

‘ hOMacEeod, op. cit., p. 231 and pp. 310-329. The
notion of the seventeenth century as being a time of economic
~contraction throughout Spanish America, particularly in |
.Mexicp, was first advanced by Woodrow Borah in his monograph
New Spain's Century of Depression, Ibero-Americana No. 35, ’
- (Berkeley -and Los Angelés:"UniVerSity-of California_Press,
1951).. Central to Borah's hypothesis was that "population
loss in the sixteénthtbenthy-meantfa corresponding reduc-
tion in the labor fpfce;and,.hence;»infproductivity;”ahd
that Spanish“colonialwéociety»through’thgySeven}eenth B
Acentury.QCcordingly*Suffered.ghOrtagesiéf-suppliés. Borah .
relatéd depopulation.tO-the deCfe&se ihgminiﬁg'output,-t01 .
the deVelopmentnofirepartimientojgnd peonage, and to the .
éhergenCeféf‘theghacienda’as_a'Spanish-ccntrolled}productive
unit;‘;Similarfdépopulatiqn elséwhere-ih,Spﬁnish.America' *
:had‘SimilarfreSults,,ahd.thh'dEmographicfand economic decline- .
,of ‘Spain-itself in the seventeenth century further- contributed . SR

Lol

to thebexican_depréssionV5f(c,_GibSon,?"WritingS on Colonial -

L .Mexicq?;,HiSphniCTAmeribdﬁinstoriéaIiRéviéngVblu‘SSQ;Nb, 2,

o May 1975, p..305). o o S i
©0. o Over the past decade, a number of studies have either . . - °

'lév?lifthé‘intérprﬁtatiOHVOf'the-éeveﬁﬁeeﬁtthentufYLas{one ' o

' “;P.J,:Eakewel1,JSilverﬂMininguand*SbcietyiinfCOlOnial'Méxicoﬁ

:*ffl971); R;_Boyer, ﬁMexi¢ojinfthefseventeenthTCéntury;~.Trﬁnsi—_

¢fg;mgn;_PMerchantsgdn;seventeeqtpfcgntury‘Mexico-city;; A Prelim- o
inary Portrait", Hispanic Ame®ican HiStoriéal'Revigznggl,Q57,_wW;g'

1f,notvas~a'centurngf”dépreséibng-butfdb‘one“ofytpansitionytb'v»7

"1eCanmies,ﬁboth‘subéistence and ‘tied to the market economy. ..

" Zécatecas, 1546-1700, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Pmess, - ,

“tion of a'Colonial,Sdciety", Hinanic#Ameriéaﬁ‘Histoiicalfi}‘ L
" Review, Vol¢“57;_NQJf3;fAugu3t-1977, ppjyh55;L78;fD;Au'Brading,a_:f'
‘Miners ~and Merchants in Bourbon Mekicb;ﬁl76341810,j(C&mbridge:g“f’
- ulcambridge}University Pres8§,l97l)gandQHaciendasfand"RanChos- R
o inm the»MeXican.Bajioé'-Lédn;*l700—18603‘(Cambridgér’ Cambridge.  : = - " =y
_‘fUniyerSitnyreSS;zl978){[D,A;;Brading1andgH;E;.CrOSSQ "Colonial : "
*}fSilver)Mining;f Mexico. and Peru", HispanicfAmerican’Hiétoricalﬂ>’ S
"Review;fVol;_52;5Noffh;~NbVémpef'1972; pPp. 545-579; L.S. Hober-

';jNo.;3;§Au8ust‘1977,.pp,fh79f503;'andthI;~Israel;~ﬁMexico5and*; *~'“

. the 'General Crisis' of the Seventeenth Century", Past and:

. Present, No. 63, May l97h31pp;-33—57;dnd‘RaCé,fClassg and -

. Politics in Colonial Mexico, 1610-1670, (Oxford University
V*Press,'1975).g:ghejperspeqtive,df'this€é¢hoql{isgBuccinctlyff:ﬁ'
~summarised by Boyer {op..cit.y p. 478), who suggests that - - .
scholars hencefdrth‘"mugtvViéw'S§Venteenth—Centﬁry,Néw]Spain,

””;cépitalism,»economic_diveréirication; and vigorous regional .

"based in Mexico City. _OnlymthiBFapproachpcanfrélate‘the ‘
' demographic p;oriled,ofnspaniards:andQIndians,:thc.deéliné  S
“of trgnsatlantic,tradé,'the_trends in silver production, ' =
_qu'selfésufﬂiciency_in1defense-t0qthe75trubturé-df'coloniai ' i
f550ciety_and'to(detéils*of,life'in'therdapital,and,its crisés"@;,'
I _*gAlthough;tﬁe:debate'is.stiil‘eiolvipg3,1p€§§_1ikelj;
. that »f'ru.itful reSolutionof the confli ctin‘g viewp nts Will o iy

T4l




>=gcontr1butlon must stand “in the absence of work- ‘in any way

"*“and Row, 1967), P. 75, holds that the missionary ndeavors

'di"Cathollc Christian in its" externals but non-Christian in
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be brought about. by scholars who, llke Hegel understand
that history, and everything in hlstory, proceeds from
thesis, through antlthesls, to synthe81s - Gibson (32.
cit., p. 307) shows such necessary understanding: " Though =
the conclu51ons tend now to be. artlculated in polar terms,
the hope, of course, is that the various interpretations
.of the seventeenth . century, or many of them, will eventually
be. recon01led. ‘In all scholarly work " ‘there is a natural "" R
initial tendency to hypothe31ze generalities based on the T T
. immedfate evidence -examined. Reconclllatlon, then, consists RN
'of qualifying these. ‘generalities in.relation to other. gen-
’eraltles,'whlle the ev1denceaand 1ts more llmlted appllca—. ‘
“tion 'remain valld" ‘
L It is dlfflcult to know what effect the developments
‘outlined above will have on’ the hlstorlography of Central '
Amerlca I%- may- well be that in the’ Years ahead studles
will- appear that compromlse or refine MacLeod's deplctlon
" of Central America between - 1635 and 1720 as being in &
'state of économic. depre351on.- In the meantime’ MacLeod si*'

);comparable to it as. the most: developed 1ntelllglble, -and-
;yuplau51b1e framework by whlch to ! 1nvestlgate the colonlal,;»; o
'ffexperlence in. Central Amerlca.,:u.v_ R i PR

SIRN "*‘ff SR
1

MacLeod éit;f 68 95, 176 203, ana 308

- . » 22 . b4
j'_and Carmack 0P, eit. 383, whlch contalns 1nformatlon
ﬂ-;taken from AGI AG 38 : N N : _

i

O]v'”

h2MacLeod, gp

——

h3

0

hh

c. Glbson, Spaln in Amerlca, (New York Harper

:jof the" frlars respon81b1e for co_gregac16n succeeded not
in convertlng the: Indlans to ‘orthodox Chr13t1an1€§ but in
creating a syncretlc" rellglon whlch was: essent1ally

. some. of its basic postulates or in its enveloplng world s .
-»*Vlew ﬂ:~ °:,>:;4,_ IR ‘h:_df:f '.=',' g . g dv;iyh.:;%'i:jF

‘ hsThe source of_tplsgxﬂ?ormay;on is a- copy of a
" royal order. .inside ‘the heptis: %’regi try for the town. of .
' ' ; See ﬁﬁllot _p c1t., pX 126"

TR e

- b

b6, e ;- .
Fuentes Yy Guzmén, op 01t., pp.‘26 and ho.-v, LT
: Fuentes 8’ Guzmén clalms that, with the help of: frlar Alonso P
Paez+ he personally went to Asantlh and forced. Jthe Lo - R
families living there ‘back: to the congregacibn: at San’ Mateo
- Ixatén.v This was ah’ extremely risky businegs, *as Asantlh
'*lay only four leagues from the terrltory ofy the hostlle

AR ,-,”*"~,;«F
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*‘see 0. .La" Farge, Santa: ‘Eulalia: - The Religion of a Cuchu—riuﬁﬁ
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Lscandon Indlans ; The 51te Asantlh wes: the place suggested
- by “the Spanish authorities for the resettlement of the
" Lacandones. themselves Cf. AGI:AG 225 and Reclnos, op. cit.,

 pp. 396 397. LA

hTFu_entes y'Guszn; op. C1t., P. 26 and AGCA Al

“leg. 2, exp. 23.  The Indians of San Juan’ Atltan commlttlng

_the " sscrlleglous acts to the olad. Mayan gods were -eventu-

. ally brought to "Justlce" ‘They were taken to Huehuetenango

wvhere, after a publlc flogglng, they served. as slaves of"
the parish church. Cf Fuentes y. Guzmén, op. cit., p. - 27.
':7'h8 . - i ,
;s AGCA A3 16 1eg ?55,.exp» 57194

S

: h9P. Cortes y Larraz, Descrépclon Geograflco-Moral}
de la Dloce51s de Goatlemala, (@uatemala Socledad de -

' GeOgrafia e Hlstorla, 1958), Vol. II }ﬁh,ﬁ%]

. SOA Spanlsh prlest worklng 1n the Ix11 country 1n L
the mld -nineteenth century declared. that. "after 300 years . .
of being-evengelized, [the Indians] are' seen ‘today to be.

‘in & worse- sﬁ%te than in the flrst century, marchlng back—v‘;Q“
wards toward thelr ancient- barbarltles,'mlxed with v1ces¢ '

“?and 1rre11310n of -other castes"; cf. Elliot, op. 01t yﬁf”

127, “For the contlnulty of’ pre- Columblan systems of SR -
bellef in Cuchumatﬁn communltles in .the twentleth century,;}f_jrf

‘matén " Indlan Town, (Chlcago <" The Unlver81ty of Chicago

“Press 19h7ffand M. Qakes, The Two. Crosses of Todos Santos:. o
Survivals of Mayan Religious Ritual, “(Princeton: . Prlnceton:-ﬁ
UnlverSLty Press, 1951). ~In- my wanderlngs throughout the’
Cuchumatanes, I ‘have ‘come acrosgs’ several places where the
."0ld" religion is 8till carried out,-inéluding - San Mateo
Ixatan, Santa Eulalla, and Todos Sentos.ifj;;m O

o SlGlbson,v_p. c1t.,.pp 90 99, and H. F Cllne,
"Intnoductcry Notes on Territorial Divisions of Middle’
Amerlca"; in Handbook of Middle: Amerlcan Indians, Vol. Ty
.‘Guide to. Ethnohistorical Sources:  Part .One,- (Austln.;“
Unlver31ty of Texas Press, 1972), pp. Qh 25 :

5 Glbson,:gp[;' t., pp 68 78 and,Cline!pgp;;citt;f,f

26~ 27 :
,MecLeod, op. c1 ey pp.¢23 and 00 _‘2ﬁ¢s-
T ShP Gerhard "Colonlal New Spaln, 1519 1786

Hlstorlcal Notes on the Evolution of Minor Political
Jurlsdlctlons" in Handbook of Middle Amerlean Indians,
Vol. T, Guide to Ethnohlstorlcal Sources: -~ Part One,.

.fc (Austln, Unlver31ty of Texa@ Press, 1972), p. 132



: 55Part of the leglslatlon known as the Bourbon
(Reforms, the 1ntendancy system, introduced throughout
*Spanish Amerlca in the second half of the eighteenth .
century, was de51gned "to centrallze the colonlal admln—
istration still further under the Crown, to. ellmlnatev
abuses of offlceholdlng,_and to 1ncrease the royal revenue'
,"Glbson,,gg ¢it., p. 170. The impact of .the Bourbon" Reforms
~ in_ %he Reino. de Guatemala is explored in detail in M, onrt-
~,man,’"Bourbon Reforms in Central America:. 1750 -1786", The e
Amerlcas, Vol. XXXII,,NQ ? October 1975 222 238 "fﬁi‘_,e,"

_ Co S6H F. Cllne, V1ceroyalty to Republlcs, 1786 1952..
Hlstor;cal Notes on the Evolution of Middle American Political.
. Units", in Handbook of Middle American Indians, Vol 7, Guide ‘
to Ethnohistorical Sources: _Part One; (Austln' Unlver81ty s t'"
- .of Texas Press, 1972), p. 161 "and'D. Juarros, Compendio de.
" la Historid de la Ciudad de Guatemala, (Guatemala - Tipo-
- grafia Naelonal 1937), PP h6ﬁh8 ' e :

¥

l,

-f 57Cllne,."Territorlal D1v1slons',t_2; ”‘t _ 27

. - —
ek .

e R S8A Ponce,,"Relaclén breve y verdadera de algunas
}f\fﬁcosas de las muchas que. sucedleron :a Padre. Fray Alonso R S
" ‘Ponce en las Provincias de la Nueva- Espafia”; Anales de- la,ﬁfr;.ﬂﬂlgyel
Sociedad de- Geograffa e Hlstorla de - Guatemala,_Vol. 39 - 2f"ﬂh,"ﬂ'-*
(1966), No. 1=k, Pp., 208-212; and- ‘Remesal, op.. c1t.,.Vol I RCRIE R I S,
;ﬁpp 2k1 -2, ‘According to Remesal, the: Mercedarlans left oo o
_;‘eSpaln for. the New World in: 1537, arr1v1ng that same- year 1n-'*‘ e
au775Ch1apas and entering. Guatemala a year: ‘later in. 1538 . They -
“ioccameito Guatemala, ‘as did all the ‘missionary orders, wlth jj“”
Vy*royal permission. 'In 1542, the Mercedarlans vere. given
‘;;land in the- newly founded capltal of Santlago where they SRR R
o built a. mqnastery., Remesal, a Dom1n1can, ‘claims - that the =gg ~}],}.V'
. Mercedarians were not very.' m1881onary oriented" ‘and. RPN
vV'Erestrlcted themselves initially only to. the splritual needs
.. 0f the European- colonlsts. ‘Only after the Dominicans-
. surrendered control over 'parts: of the "towns of. Qulche and T e
- Sacapulés" to the ‘Mercedarians did the latter: spread north Zm"f:ﬁf);gpﬁ
.ffnand west from Santlago w1th any degreefof m1581onary Aﬁy'n““iyﬂlf.f
“_.commltment Dol R R S o

R 59Fuentes ¥y Guzman, op.. c1t., pp 15- hh The towns v
,a“”under Mercedarlna control’ 1ncluded Concepc1on Huehuetenango,,__
' San Lorenzo Mazatenango, Santa Isabel, Santlago Chimaltenango, = .
" San 'Juan Atltan, San’ Pedro Necta, Santa Barbara, Colotenango,r;'
'_San Gaspar. Ixchll San Ildefonso Ixtahuacén, Chlantla, Todos .
.. .Bantos’ Cuchumatan, San Martfn Cuchumatan, Aguacatén y-Chal- "
:*chltan; San Andrés Cuilco, Santa Marfa Magdalena Tetitfn, .. R
. San Francmsco Motoz1ntla, San Ger6n1mo, Santlago Amatenango,i’qub "
- Sap Martin Mazapa, San Pedro Soloma, San Sebastién Coatén, FIRE R
}5San Mlguel Acatén, Senta Eulalia, San: Juan Ixcoy, Purlflca—' e
. c1on Jacaltenango, Concepc16n, San Antonlo and Santa Ana

.eq_
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EEN . S LT
Huista, Petat&n, and San ‘Marcos [Jaceltenango]. , The towns
-under Dominican dontrol included Santo Domingo Sacapulas, . .
‘Santa Marfa: Cunén, San Miguel Uspantfn, Santa Marfa Nebaj,
' San Gaspar Chajul, and San Juan Cotzal. It was. common for
‘Spanish established towns to be given a Christian prefix .
'such as the-name of afpersonage‘who.ﬁeéame‘the'tovn~patrbnl
. saint. " During the colonial period, towns. were generally .
~ known by their full title, that is, patron saint plus place ' =
name, ‘and “appedr as such in the literature. =~ =
op. cit., p. 466; Cline, "Territorial = -
s T3 and Juarros, op:i cit., p. L6,



'CHEPTERFSIXI;““'

SPANISH CONTROL OF THE INDIAN POPULATION S
eiENCOMIENDA TRIBUﬂE, AND FORCE@ NATIVE LABOURuvﬂ

13 -_»

Cme e
R S e

) M-The two republlcs, of ,
; ngpanlards and Indlans,,a~.*
" of which thxs ‘Kingdom. .
f;vcon51sts ‘are 850 repugnant IR
- to each: other'... that it {_fx“‘-}tjiijﬁfj~;"
‘seems -that the: conservatlon e e
: of the former always means .
<./ -the oppression and destructlon
I,e.of the latter.;_ L : :
”-ﬂfej:'?wfy»ﬂeg Jj Luls de Velasco, :
e Vlceroy of New Sp&ln (1595)

E,A”ﬁfThe Spanlsh Emplre was buxlt
’ 'Q5upon the 1abor of the Indlans.ﬁjf

T 3

o b . SRR AP e Ll i E 5 N ¢ - L N ¥

Introduction B

By the m1ddle xears of the 81xteenth century, th_f“

fﬁ;Spanlsh colon1a1 pollcy of congrega016n had resulted 1n the 1”f=’~’f

ef‘formatzon of a nucleated pattern of Indlan settl

f}wout much of hlghland Guatemala.x The log1c be

‘”etlous t&sk of settling thous&nde of Indianofamilyee 1n church-'fij’“

*_,domlnated consresatlons waa not solely tO promote thelr 1]333'
: - \‘ BT

'Heconver31on to Chrlstlanlty An equally 51gnif1cant de81gn

R

‘l”was the creatlon of a centrallsed o_rce of labour whlch jv7-

176 ;; ;U:eG!ie;L; :¥;?fU.jﬁir£ﬁ ;.Lﬂ_;:v
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\\\‘Imperial Spain‘sought to.utilise the ‘human resourcés of’

congregaclones through the operatlon of a number of exp101t-‘

ative dev1ces ‘the most 1mportant of. whlch were’ the encomlenda,
ot .

¢
_the tasaclon de trrbutos, and the repartlmlento. , o L

._\,\ N < e

S~

Encomienda R

n Co ~y. -

™ “ Deflned crudely, the encomlenda\was a méans by whlch

o [y

_pr1v1leged Spanlards enJoyed the rlght to exact trlbute, and

1n1t1ally also labour, from a speclfled‘number of Indlans in -

a de51gnated town,or group of towna« The hlstqry of the
N oy

~l1nst1tut10n is both complex and dynamr\\ Grants of encomlenda o
e -

in the flrst half of. the 31xteenth century, a551gned by offl-'

(RN

01als of the Crown prlmarlly to soldlers who had fought w1th

dlstlnctlon in the battles of . conquest frequently 1nvolved

T \‘

K

the allocatlon of 1mpres51Ve amounts of goods and sérv1ces.i
When 1t.was flnally abollshed in’ the eighteenth century,\the N
o encomlenda represented llttle more than a system of awardlng

N

small royal penblons to- favoured members of: both the colonlal

and penlnsular Spanlsh ellte.. Over tlme, the pollcy of the'

Crown w1th respect to the functlonlng of- encomlenda became

one\of restrlctlon. Encomenderds,_ 1nd1v1duals,whouheld ‘and.

/

-~
. A\ .
. A

shared encomlendas, ften wielded cons1derable power as rec1p—

b}

1ents of Indlan trlbute and labour in the early per1%§ of

,.

S

Spanlsh.rule. Thereafter, the Crown 1ntroduced leglslatlon

. palnstaklngly dev1sed to limit the economlc and polltlcal

clout af the encomlenda and to ‘prevent even the. most enter—

pr151ng of encomenderOS from becomlng seml autonomous feudal

_lords. Such measures as the abolltlon of forced natlve labour

33 e e L b L et SN e S L A gL TS i 1 S et e s A e e,
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and the prohibition of inheritance beyond'a certain number

‘of'ﬁliVes" did myeh to curtall the development of’ encomlenda .
"as a personal weapon. ~Thus 1n the course of the late six-
L . IR ‘/"/ - ‘ . -
"teenth"and-seventeenth centurles, by ‘a slow and dellberate_"

.(’ =
¥

process of attrltlon, most encomlendas\elther reverted to

the Spanlsh Crown or were seVerely constralned as_a source

N

 0f prlvate 1ncome., In&thls wa%* tﬁ,use a characterlstlc

~

phrase in the 11terature, the encomlenda was "tamed" or
'partlcular 1mportance in the "tamlng of encomlenda ln
‘\

‘Central Amerlca were the reforms carrled out durlng the ) "_ "\\

\\ .

‘-terms of offlce of Pre31dent A10nso L0pez de. Cerrato>\;:

_h-(lShB 1555) and Pre81dent Garcia deyValverde (1578 1589)

5
.The operatlon of encomlenda/can therefore be regarded as

."- 3 / |
“one 1n Whlch pr1v1leges orlglnally granted by the@Crown

‘ N
fwere gradu\ily eroded or completely removed by the sub—

"sequent 1mplementatlon of restrlctlve leglslatlon

Lt

Although scant and of 11m1ted reconstructlve potentlal

the extant archlval documentatlon suggests that the hlstory of
'encomlenda in ‘the Cuchumatén hlghlands conforms roughly to

-

‘a'the general pattern outllned above.” The earllest surv1v1ng
‘.tltles to Cuchumatan towns, recorded in the tasac1on (assess~-?;\.
ment) prepared between, 15h8 and 1551 by Pre31dent Cerrato, h::/

\ e

'dndlcate that encomlenda in the m1d sdxteenth century 1nvolved

not only the pr1v1lege of rece1v1ng trlbute but also the rlgh

to the labour of a certaln number of Indlans (see Table 6 an "

Appendlx l) Ab least six towns 1n the Cuchumatanes were

held in encomlenda at thls tlme by elther conqulstadores or

'thelr offsprlng. Some.of the larger towns, such as Huehue-

-



! ) TABLE 6

T'DHNS oF "HL CUCMUNATAN HIGHLANDS INCLUDED IX THE

TAoACION FREFARED By PRESIDENT CERRATO (lslﬂ-lssl)-

Lo S ) . Number or " Neme of ", Annua}
. Town Tributarios Encomendero(s) _Amount of Tribute

. \ . . . Cochunatlgn - Henorel h:_‘o a 6 fanegas! of .
A . PR E ] (] Ane 3 o corn
. {Todos Santos} | " Marcos Ruig® and 200 mantag?
R Garcia de Aguilar 8 doren .chickens
L

» LT L T-neg-; of vhe-t

Zacapulag . 160 3 Crxat&bnl Salva- - ! 96 funegl- or salt
(Sucupulng) . L "tierra and “menor 18 dozen chickens
o i hijo ae Juun Pnez 28 xiguifjyedd or
V - . L caceaq . o
b : . . 16 "indios deh ©
L } serviciom .
: . f . . . - .
- L . Huehuntennnso \ 500 Juan de Espinar 15 fanegas o?‘corn B

B . . oo 4 faneges of ¢ovton

' k N . . s 300 mantas
. LY . . .
. “ . . . B 5 r.negl: of b!uns

S 4 . . o ' RS 200 ¥panes®S or
- . L . . L - a ©  Sacapulas ga]t
v, ) - . o o R . -12 dozen chickens

' ’ [ 2 : N . L § R “.,. 100 Sm_l_l_6 of chxle :

: . . . ’ " .6 "indios de

- R . e o o - servicio™ e

famegas of corn
mantas

"doven chxckens\
. . . "cantaroa"l of
s B ) . T : honey, L

& S o - 8 "{ndios de .~ v
N . S . e, . -erviciof

Uspant &n St Al ) ;Santos de Figueroa

w
@
Ewnon

Soloma : %0 : Diego de Alvurnda . 4 fanegas'or ccrn
. : 4 . ©.and Juan de A 100 mantas I v
) L . : C--trogui 150 chickens .
. MR C L. O _ . : 8 "indios de
. T a T servicio”

C. . T t Chllchuytln Hern&n Perex Penute 2 rnne as of colton
L : ( (Chalchxt&n) ] R " and "los menores - 80’ ;:;?5;—
s . ‘hijos de Alonso {20 ‘dozeri- chickens .-
R B ' e del\Peﬂe;lr 11 ‘CATgas “of salt
. LT . P . R 4 4 "indios de g
ST . i T E i servicio™ )
chnltennngo N 500 . Henor hiJo de' rlne‘ll of corn
(chlltenln;o)', Gonxtlo de Ovnlle' 1. 1/2 fanegas of beans e
. L . . . W fanegas of cotton »
. : - L, N : EEE "+ 10 doten chickens . .
P L o Lo EPE o . 80 petetes8 '
. o e BT T i3 fanegas of vheat
A . R . o : s - < ) o 6 rnnegln aof snlt
’ R Lo o . B T . o ™ k00 mentas
: : e S L R A ‘772 srrobas? of honey
AR B : T : . . 25.cargas of chilt
. : i : o 4 S ' : . 6 Tindios de
R t L - ¥ R R A s < mervicio”

¥ o T o © Agumcatfn ©100- . Menor hijo de .- 3 fsnegas of corn
: - Yo N . L . : Juln Paez™ .. . ) fanegas of vhel!‘
o RIS s 100 mantas
N . L ' Sh petates
‘ o . : E dozen chickens .
arrocba of honey
indios de .
sérvicio”

. o

[

S . Ystatfa: : -t 65 Diego Sinehe: " 12 'fanegas of salt
o . "(5an Mateo). . . Slnti.;o»v L E fancgas of corn
e : . C. . T 35 maptas. _
: : . - o ”'3 . - dozen chickens' -
< ) ' : . o : : 2 "indios de . 7
A ’ - ' R lervicxo

wanny

lA fapega in & unit of dry measure of roughly 1. S bunhelt. ‘Tﬁe
crcu‘planted vith thxn amount ok seed vas known as the fa e d abredura.

A manta vas a ‘standard square of cotton cloth

A xigu{g 1 vag a bnllc Ind{an ltuuurc or 8 ooo cacao beans:’

s . L'Inﬂion de servicio® vuro I;dlnnl granted to an’ sncomendero. They
: . vere required to perform R number of tagks. Labour from the .t(pullt'q
! : .. number of Xndllnl vas provldcd ©R B regular dasis to the - umm;u_-

SA p-n of salt {s a lnr‘o cntc. rou;hly the same lilu 83 & loaf
or breaa. B .

6A SATES Ve a 1o|d of about 2 rlng‘.!.

o N . 7A "cantarc" Ii a Ju; of honny. ’
o o ‘,1 5 .
: & .

A p gg in s Voven etrav nat, used ?nrqbohdin;.

;An .rcob is & unit 'of nbout 25 poundn.
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‘ tenango, Jacaltenango,iand Sacapulas, 1n1t1ally furnlshed

. }
N \

h~enoﬁgh tribute and 1ab ur to prov1de encomenderos w1th a ' - R

- dfalrly comfortable llvlng, Juan de ESplnar, the flrst B

e

encomendero of Huehuetenango - was. once 80 wealthy that he

f‘could afford to 1ose 20 OOO pesos de oro through gambllng

By the early seventeenth century, however, prohlblltlve *7

ﬁgovernmental leglslatlon and a. dwlndllng nathe populatlon

\\resulted in the fallure of the encomlenda system to support&etuf,y
‘1ts rec1p1ent5wan the style of llfe to Vhlch they asplred

! ’ <
Encomlenda pr1v1leges around the year 1610 partlcularly ‘fw"

fjat San Juan Ixcoy, San Mateo tatén, Soloma, and Uspantan

yresembled llttle more than a modest type of pen81on.3'vi'

r]:About half way through the seventeenth century depres51on {

5;.encom1enda beneflts were m1n1mal and at Aguacat&n, Chajul

'and NebaJ were the equlvalent of 8- very humble annulty (see

12_prpend1x 2) In 1678 at the depth of the economlc rece551on,:5._v“”d

’_ the encomlenda 1ncome accrulng to the holder of Chlantla and

”~'Huehuetenango,vtogether w1th the town of Guajlaquero 1n
fHonduras, amounted to only hOO pesos & year é By the end
tgof the’ flrst quarter of the elghteenth century,_holders of

encomlenda had completely lost 1nterest 1n the 1nst1tut10n

<

.rand sought thelr fortune in other potentlally more lucratlve 4’”

_'c0ncerns Most Cuchumatén encomlendas were then declared

f vacant and reVerted to the Crown.s‘ For the remainder of
;dthe colonial period the Indyan towns of the Cuchumatén _‘
.hlghlands pald trlbute not to 1nd1v1duals but .v1a a o

number of 0fflc1als, to the royal treasury. |

N ,f Documentatlon/relatlng to the hlstory of one 51ngle
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encomlenda is most cpmplete for the town of Huehuetenango

~ 1

JShortly after the conquest Huehuetenango vas asslgned to J;;z LT

e
TN . N =
TS B R
o T

) the conqu1stador Juan de Esplnar A dlStlngulshed soldler

s - \ : K

'-7-and one tlme aicalde ordlnarlo of Santlago de Guatemala, fff;‘lo e

1{area and was respon51ble for the dlscovery and explﬁltatLOn
hl_of the sllver ores 1n the hlllS north of Chlantla Prlar jfif“

'3_'to the reforms 1ntroduced by Presldent Cerrato 1n 15h8

:npart of thelr trlbute requlrement ’ Esplnar earned 8 700

ﬁde serv1c1o who hauled ore and wood 1n the endomend

, food ralsed from hls nearby holdlngs or pa1d by Indlans as';

W
the ambltlous Esplnar also owned land 1n the Huehuetenango

Al ».'\-

| J

‘al

Esplnar exacted encomlenda 1abour from 200 to 300 1ndlos

K

mlnes;_lndlan women he put to work in the preparatlon of

ﬁkpesos a. year from hls mlnlng operatlon and a further 3 OOO

'pesos annually from hls 1nvolvement 1n agrlculture.: After*

“fthe Cerrato reforms, Esplnar was allocated the labour of

only s1x .1ndlos de serv1clo and the trlbute of 500 tr1bu~

e

-‘a vec1no of Santlago who was later awarded 81zeable agrlcul-_‘
dltural hOldlngs in the Huehuetenango dlstr:.ct.7t When |
'gifleentel himself dled in’ 1575 the encomienda was paaaed on-
bl.,to his. w1dow Doﬂa Juana de Guzm&n.8 Around 1580 at’ the ff!
ltlme of the new provrnce wlde tasac16n of Pre81dent Valverde,i,'
"Huehuetenangoﬁgaa asalgned to Fran01sco de la Fuente who_

/recelved an unlmpresslve amount of trlbute from 367

_egranted to LUIS Manuel P1mente1 (seJ Appendlx 3), a Spanlsh R '?‘

a»,

tarles from whom he received corn, beans, chlle peppers,r
cotton cloth, salt and chlckensrébf‘

In 1562 after Esglnar s death Huehuetenango was _:d;

Bt

-t
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-tributariee.Q' The downward adjustment by Valyerde of the;»

¢
rl \; \.\

a'trlbute assessment of\Huehuetenango, carrled out after the
tasac16n of the town had already been substantlally reduced

h by Cerrato some 30 years earller, rerlects dlrectly the two

g b

factors most responsible for‘the decllne of encomlenda as a;

-_‘-v1able economlc 1nst1tut10n.= the enforcement by offlcers

of the Crown, of leg;slatlon de81gned to curb the power of

-

"l:encomenderos and the dlmlnutlon o;\an overworked under—f\,”’*

'V-'nourlshed,iand dlseaae strlcken natlve populatlon.lg

Almost & century after the Valverde tasac16n, the {_{d\xwl}fﬂ

'tt-encomlenda of Huehuetenango comprlsed the trlbute Of & mere

156 1/2 trhhutarles who pald thelr encomendero José de

Y

4i3 Balcarcel ‘an. annulty Of 78 pesos and 2 £2£l2§ along Wlth ‘

a small Quantlty of corn,_chlckens, and cotton cloth.;}._,:llk,fﬁau

T In 1678 the encomlenda was glven to Doﬁa Marlann de AlvaradO';

Y Velasco of the c1ty of M&drld who derlved from 1t an 1n—iw

substantlal Pen810n.12 Soon thereafter the encomlenda o
— S p

escheated and the Crown became the sole reclplent of the

-now meagre trlbute of Huehuetenango.j g;vf.;_;i:

Two devel&bments in the encomlenda hlstory of Huehue—~j.fa:

s tenango are of spec1al 1nterest Flrst, there was an early _h.'_, f%

-

":connectlon in the dlstrlct between Egcomlenda and landholdlng »m’“v

B:r se Two smxteenth century encomenderos of Huehuetenango,aj:“

Juan de Esplnar and Luls Manuel P1mente1 both owned land in:

\\the v1c1n1ty of the town, the latter was partlcularly a551d- “f

uous in Seeklng formal tltle to land w1th1n the llmlts of hls;':y7
- o ,/,_br

encomlenda.;3 Although most scholara now con81der the hlstoryh'?-'

 of the encomlenda and that of the landed estate (haCIenda)'.d
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as legally qulte separate and dlstlnct b there was f*equently,’

Qas James Lockhart has p01nted out a close llnk 1n the reaﬁm"{L"
. D i LT e e
of actual practlce between the two 1nst1tut:.o.ns.J’5 Such was

the case of Huqhue enango Second there was a marked tendencyf
"towards -absentee oldlng by the late seVenteenth century asiﬁ

the Crown 1ncrea31ngly awarded encomlendas 1n Central Amerloa

o\powerful Meeran famllles or members of the penlnsular R RN
' Spanlsh noblllty, much to the chagrln of Guatemaian Creoles.%é-'ﬁ -

One of the last encomenderas_of Huehuetenango was a madrlleﬂa

” f‘who probably never set fodt near her encomlenda and who would
llkely only thlnk of 1t when wonderlng why her pen51on from fff“

’?f the royal treasury amqunted to so 11ttle.;7tffff“*f.’fb

.

 Tesacibn de Tribvutos ﬁ;fnftfif”=fﬁxf?*:’»?71,';;~*~

It 1s no 001nc1dence that congregaclén 1n hlghland

Guatemala was contemporaneous w1th attempts by the Crown to _f-i5:
.. complle accurate llsts of the number of Indlans who could r_fi;;f;

5 pe” expected to serve as suppllers of trlbutE,/ConEr453C1°nes

hf were created 1n‘the flrst place wlth economlc as’ well as tc
| splrltual con81deratlons in mlnd. Whlle congregating |
| the Indlans 1n the m1d slxteenth century; Spanlsh offlclala
‘f,lnltlated -8 procedure of %rlbute:aesessmentjhnown:asdthe

oo

tasac1on a6 trlbutos.i’;yéhv' SR e e L T

: \.

The tasaclén de trlbutoa waa;a:countfuhich ?ee§gaea'

. the number of Indlans 1n any glv_b-town”from”whom‘tributef
dﬁcould‘legally be exacted. Such people were deslgnated 1ndlos;?
trlbutarlos Indlan trlbutarles. Although ClﬁSSlflcatlon {3

of the term changed throughout the colonlal perlod
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trlbutarlo was generally a marrled Indlan male between the,h'

s

. ages of l8 and 50 together w1th hlB wlfe and chlldren.E;Ai?f'

; full trlbutarlo was’therefore a famlly head and represented

'~‘one domestlc ‘or household unlt Wldows, wadowers, and un-;fﬁ;_r4,;
. marrled adult males and females were deflned as half- BT
' trlbutarles.; Exemptlon from paylng trlbute, 8 status f" C
S SRR , .
refgrred to as reservado" was granted to Indlan leaders e

L and thelr eldest sons, to Chlldreh to the aged to the f’ffflﬁ'w

t-f Sle and 1nf1rm, and to those 1nvolqu 1n some way wlth _""’“ Lo
the work oT the church. A tasaclén usually stlpulated
the amount of trlbute that each trlbutary or- halfdmrlbutaryh:egweff'

"fiwas respon51ble for furnlshlng.lgu -

Dependlng on whether a town was asslgned to an”'v

encomendero or held by the Crown, Indlan trzbute accrued e

élther pr1nc1pally to a pr1vate 1nd1v1dual or wholly to thew_i

royal tTeasury. The Operatlon of encomlenda represented a.{ei,i;gxf
decentral1sat10n of the trlbute exactlon and therefore con-uﬂkfff

fllcted wlth the deslre of the Crown to monopollse all suchfﬂlTof7"

' relatlons w1th:the Indlans._ It was because of the commlt-;,-~-1%

A . - Cw e

N S ..
/ment of the Crown towards\establlshlng & centrallsed econ— e

o omlc order under'absolute state control that a pollcy

purposely stlfllng the encomienda was ardently pursued
h'/;{,;j» L1ke all congregated" natlve peoples 1n Guatemala, _n
the Indlans of the Cuchumatén hlghlands were requlred under'féﬁg}3:ﬂli

"ﬂfSpanlsh colon1a1 law to pay trlbute to the1r forelgn masters.; A

”,]Trlbute was payable twice each year, on the terclo de San

HfJuan (June 2&) and on the terclo de Nav1dad (December 25) 19

. /.
_It was generally collected at the local level by ca01gues‘



;'gfln the reglon were stlll held 1n prlvate encomlenda.;fThéif}ﬁV:“

1b»§mother country

"'and prlnc;pales who were responslble elther to encomenderos

i
{

: or corregldores for the prov151on of the correct amoudt.f'

'l\Fallure on the part of Indlan rulers to collect the necessary

quOt&S Often resulted 1n thelr belng thrown 1nto Jall.?p AR
Vo v RN _

';Once collecte&, trlbute, 1f pald 1n klnd, was usually sold _Lfﬁrfi

L

o off at publlc auctlon.. Monetary proceeds were then dellvered

vd?]to the approprlate rec1p1ents, elther 15 the colbnles or the

The earllest complete tasa01on de trlbutos for the

el ) EHAET
q'towns of the Cuchum&tanes dates to the thlrd quarter -of the e

‘bfseventeenth century.-?2 At thls tlme the maJorlty of towns:ffv

iftotal cash from the standard levy known as the serv1¢10'de:ffffffffﬁ
‘”.FEtoston amounted to a llttle over 2000 pesbs annually. Other--‘fj

"’:payments were made wlth commodltles such as beans, chlckens;.*; el

'e:;corn,'cotton cloth and palm or reed mats (Eetates)

%

':5511768- a century later, trlbute contlnued to be pald at least;f;f“”“'

'.r;malan trlbute exaction._:_sf“et;:..

ziRepartimiento o

ﬁ.tlon, or partltlon, refers broadly to labour coerced from

vipartly in klnd desplte perslstent demands by the Crown that1f3ar?

ﬁ , ; L \i,°.‘,.,‘

hl?llall payments be made in cash.?3 By 1788, when all Indlan
ntrlbute was theoretlcally channeled thfough the 1mper1al
:lj{polltlcal h1erarchy to the Klng's coffers 1n Spaln, the
.fffCuchumatén tasac1on brought 1n rougly 8000 pesos per year‘i”

n”if}and comprlsed approx1mately %pe twelfth of the total Guate- i

v

2k

.’_‘A.v .
[

The term repartlmlento, meanlng allotment dlstrlbu-j;.‘°

w




: the Indlans to further any number of Spanlsh ends.,;

Sar

7fxof the natlve capac1ty to work 25 e
cobR S co

b. ! S al

l . a

onejgf»;on51derable complexlty and varlgblllty,’butrthe oL

essentlal prlnclple behlnd the operatlon of the 1nst1tut10n":frif'

remalned cgistant and cEEarly deflned.- Spanlsh exp101tatlon_f[r5,l?

iy

Informatlon pertalnlng to forced natlve 1abour 1n_ffe PQA

the Cuchumat&n hlghlands 1s scarce.ﬁ Apart from the usual

,j'\

problems of document surv1val thls deflclency may, to

some degree, reflect the spatlal dlscrlmlnatlon 1nherent 1nf o

/ . :l.,» B ‘ '..“l"

the functlonlng of repartlmlento.3 Generally, the closer

31'

fﬂthen the more llkely 1t was that the nathe 1nhab1tants

-~ . s . » , . . )
n Indlan town or v1llage was to a major Spanlsh settlement

e ﬁ

would be subjected to draft labour.zé' It 1s p0881ble that}';'

certaln communltles 1n the remote Cuchumatanes Were less

r,\_‘ .

exp101ted durlng the colonlal perlod than other more ';ﬂfffﬁfV‘ﬁthﬂ‘

ecce531ble communltles 1n hlghland Guatemala., By the same";filjﬂ'”"t

token, however, dlstence and 1solat10n from the moderatlng

control of responslble Crown offlclals 1n the capltal 01ty ‘7lf@f“ﬁ

”'of Santlago may have prompted brutal and ruthless excesses*'fgf

BN

on the part of reclplents of Indlan work partlej 1n theiﬁ'

Cuchumatan reglon '1%-2 ‘_1:._:t.->.hqtl 'ﬁf"a:"i S

Vlctory by the Spanlards 1n the wars of conquest -

was QUiCkly followed by the enslavement of those Indianst‘lee:j""’

"captured elive 1n the flghting., Branded as esclaVOs de,

N

'. guerra. slaves of war, the fate of thls element of the

natlve populatlon was thereafter flxed. They were compelled

to perform the hardest of labour, in mlnes, flelds, houses, ff.;

ﬁ/_ﬁ“;x

e T R IR

SRR b o
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. Cuchumatén hlghlands.??

‘;Léhurchés and publlc works w1th no prospect of resplte

Whlle the chronlcler Fuentes ¥y Guzmén records that slaveS' N

'were taken only after the battlesAat Nebaj and Uspantén,

1t is llkely that the practlce occurred followlng every
confrontatlon between Spanlsh and natlve forces in the  “
3 ;

"‘55 The rlght to personal servuce was 1n1t1ally an
/ Q

1ntegra1 part of the encomlenda system and 1t 1s 1n tnls
Y - “ Ry :
conte&t that spe01f1c exp101tat10n of Indlan labour ln the-_f

‘o

Cuchumatanes 1s”f1rst documented._ In a lawsult agalnst

Pedro de Alvar dolln 1537 the encomendero of Huehuetenango,'b

S

: Juan de Esplnar,_stated that hlS encomlenda 1ncluded 250 LT

, slaves and %he labour of 200 to 300 1nd108 de serv1c1o

/

All were’put to work 1n Esplnar s mlnes 1n nearby Chlantla

.-/v

from whlch the encomendero der1Ved a handsome yearly 1ncome

of over 8000 pesos In addltlon to thOSe who laboured 1n

‘./ .

,»/

the mlnes, Esplnar also had Indlans who worked hlS land

:“~; and who tended hls swlne.egc ;ejf"fbnﬂffffn'f7v }fl J”Lby%V‘:

‘ The Indlans of Sacapulas also as paft or thelr-

encomlenda stlpulatlon, were requlred to provlde thelr ,""

'~5jmonth (see Appendlx 2) Prlor to the reforms of Pre51dent

vaerrato in- 15h9 Indlans were requlred to haul salt from o

.%-

.:Sacapulas almost lOO k1lome¢res south to Santlago de

v:quatemala Personal serv1ce was eventually replaced at

;ﬂSacapulas by ‘an’ annual levy of lh xlguzplles of cacao.??;fif',

‘f‘_1_87

..‘,/encomenderos, Crlstobal Salvat« erra and the younger son of 1;}'3“

'Juan Paez, w1th four fanegas,'roughly hSO lbs of salt each}i_;bg;e'é

?*f81nce the closest source of thls product was the cacao grovesﬂ*ff?”




h payment necessltated a mlgratlon equally as demandlng as.

Cn

”’and Uspantan contlnued at mld 51xteenth century to prov1de '

oy
’\a v
; : o
of Such1tepequez 1n the tlerra callente far to the south B

AN

of encomlenda,'although greatly dlmlnlshed d1d not entlrely

dlsappear.b The towns of Aguacatan, Jacaltenango, Soloma,-

\

§ e

A -

' the one from Sacapulas to Santlago 30_,r 9,i "vf;\j : "”;g[_,p
L ) . . ‘- . . ‘. . 0 c H—, - ::_-
Even after the Cerrato reforms, the labour component
s : : ,.,‘ } - B -

-ll'and publlc works, was legally abollshed one thlrd of the way; -

oo

: sw1ne and flocks of sheep : uucﬁy‘ﬁ;f;jfﬂ't”

'ffv"freely contrlbute" towards the malntenance of roads and

thelr encomenderos w1th 1nd10s de serV1c1o who tended o

o3

-‘(\

Although repartlmlento, except 1n relatlon to mlnlng

b g

35

3

of 1ts contlnued ex1stence throughout the colon1al perlod 1néﬂ]f

the Cuchumatanes Indlans were frequently called upon to ii"ﬁ

tralls, and as late as leB were belng forced to act as ;o¢

human carrlers 33 S1m11arly,rthere were repeated requestsiﬁ;Jh

T el

3H'

through the seventeenth century,._ there are several 1nstances 5

for repartlmlentos of Indlans to work as shepherds forjpﬁf<<'““

Cuchumatén landholders And on at least three occa51ons,,p53*v”

J’f‘ldurlng the Laé;ndén entradas of 1685 an} 1695, and 1n the_

expedltlon to quell the Tzeltal uprlslng 1n Chlapas 1n 1712

Cuchumatan Indlans served as guldes, pack bearers,iand

If the legal abolitzon of repartimiento 1n 1632 -

.0'

dld not preclpltate the total dlsappearance of forced natlve.i,f;p’”ﬁ

v

more blatant forms of exp101tatlon.v By thls t1me, hOWeVer,::jg5i

most Spanlards who depended for a llvellhood on Indlan labour

auxlilarles for the Spanlsh mllltary forces 35v xfffv,.etg ?”;):j@fj

labour,'lt nonetheless reduced the occurrence of some of the»4
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*.

had develOPed a subtle but equally pernlclous system of ;:,fsﬁ’f

v ""

“ coerc!on debt peonage The essentlal features of thls :
__Q AR , ’

contract have been succlnttly expressed by Charles Glbson

: ﬂIn peonage, a condltlon of 1ndebteanéss
”?;gave an. employer 1 legal (or semllegal)

- .opportunity . to compel a laborer’ to work, L
Spaniards: ibegan- by loanlng small " sums to o
- impoverished Indlans, ‘with the under—'qsgj,'b .
“standing that-t@e loan repregsented an . .

.advance on wages.; Repayment could be .

made—onty—t ~ But work'wasi;f"

what the: employer: de51red ‘and. he’ saw,_g]fﬂfgfvi[u-ii’"”
'*‘to it that his p081t10n as. credator IR
I,remalned secure.. Addltlonal loans were
. made before the orlglnal ‘debt could be‘ff;” L
j}‘dnscharged “and- through°recurrent trans-g?t,j;;n
*Q,actlons the Indian -Was: held to. a llfetlme
“of labor. Indebtedness stlll outstandlng
YAt the t1me of" the ‘worker's death mlght
L ben 1nher1ted by his chlldren and entlre = S T R
fﬁls\jgf,gfamllles mlght ‘thus: be-held in’ bgndagei:Q.J{:Gﬁrjgl_ﬁ;j.ﬁﬂh}e
e e i,generatlon after generatlon 36 S e

ﬂ%;Debt peonage was a typlcally seventeenth century

L

'>3,"1nst1tut10n dev1sed to maxlmlse Spanlsh control of a natlve't{“

.

V»ﬁ;work force drastlcally depleted because of 1ts vulnerabllrty

'fifto dlseases 1ntroduced by the Europeans.- Indlan labourersl tfstyf_ﬁ

'éﬂffsq numerous durlng the flrst 50 years after conquest, were

hlljby the early seventeenth century a scarce anﬁ valuable (t;hesfil.j].

‘itlresource worthy of protectlon;j Debt peonagedoffered such;l
:{.protectlon The System*was common throughout Central‘

R97¥Amer1ca and lnbthe”Cuchumatanes’was partlcularly prollflc?ff'§f o

fvsfon the sheep farms of the Altos de Chiantla.s Here the

VJi"Qfamllles of Indlan shepherds were tled to thelr Spanlsh ‘f;'@wfbjhgff

. ‘O

"ﬁlandlords by a wage of 12 reales and four handouts of : wﬁiJ*V,fgi'
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Through the

|
de trlbutos, and rep

¢

operatlon of encomlenda, the tasacién
lasacion

artlmlento, a8’ burden of con81derable

grav1ty was placed 0
These dev1ces, -and o

de efectos,'and the
[,A

5‘t10n 1n a condltlon

®

perlod :The lot of

tlmes was certalnly

probablllty llfe under Spanlsh rule was 51gn1f1cantly more”

burdensome Hlstorl

explanatlon

®

n the Indlans by thelr Spanlsh masters.

A~

thers such ‘as the derrama, the reparto

salutac:Lon,‘?8 kept the natlve popula-

L ] -

of serv111ty throughout the colon1a1

the Indlan commoner 1n pre Conquest

one of onerous subjugatlon,»but in all,dm

W ‘( .

an Benjamln &een offers the follow1ng

]ﬁga‘

_ ' : v ¥l
Spanlsh demands for . labor and tribute =

‘were 1mméasurably greater than before

~ the Tonquest
reasons, bec
demands were

»- simply, aside from other;m
ause pre- Conquest trlbute
limited by the capa01ty

of the ndative- ruling classes to

. congume the
. labor, where
aimed at the
in monetary

Enoomienda

mlento were key elements in the Spanlsh exp101tat10n of the -

) Indlah peoples of th

fruits of. tribute and

as the Spanish demands,-
accumulatlon f wealth 39
form, were’ qulte unllmlted. ‘

e

the tasac16n de trlbutos vand repartl—

e Cuchumatﬁn hlghlands . Imp051tlon ot

-

the encomlenda system requlred spec1flc towns ‘to furnlsh

pr1v1]eged 1nd1v1duals with la?our and tr1bute. ,Eneomeng

deros put Indlans to

mlnes, haullng loads

" °

fLelds, and tendlng

‘work at varlous tasks '1abouring‘in

from one reglon to another, tllllng

flocks. Some OQ theqe tasks 1ntroduced»

the Indlans to thlngs they had never seen or known before°

horses, sheep, goats

plgs, chlckens, and ‘the cultlvatlon

190.




of wheat"the Spenieh Staple.so:different from the nativei
corn. Twlce yearly,/Indlan towﬂs pald commodlty trlbute

“elther t'o prlvate encomenderos or to ‘the Crown. Even in

gtlmes of dlrewhardshlp, after a drought, an- eerthquake,

‘an invaSion of'lOcusts; or'en entbreek,of dlsease,'Indlan
towns recelved llttle sympathy or conce531on from OfflClalS

1ntent on collectlng trlbute.ko Some years may have been
o, _ .

V»,so grlm that enterlng 1nto debt peonage w1th 8 Spanlsh

“1andholder represented 8. lesser ev1I than remalnlng a

‘uh;

'trlbutary of the Crown ‘in an Indlan v1llage

]

19}
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CHAPTER SIX: NOTES.

\ ) S ’ T -

: lThe word enéomlenda is derived from .the Spanish . . -
Verb\encomendar, which\means "to entrust". Egcomlendas o , :
vere not grants of land\but rather titles to'the right to . . ¢ =
receive tribute. The ti le to an encomienda carried with :
B certaln obllgatlons,among whlch was the. 1nstructlon of °~
the . Cathollc faith to the Indians helgd in encomienda. '
-~ . The standard wvork in English on the ingtd# utlon is
that. by L.B. Simpson, The Encomlenda in New Spain:: The
Beglnnlmgs of Spanish Mexico, (Berkeley and Los Angelesn
~University of Callfornla Press, 1966) - Other 1mportant-.
contributions to encomienda’ literature . 1nclude S. Zavaia,
‘La Encomiends Indiana, TMadrld 1935), and De Encomiendas
.y Propriedad Territorial en Algunas Reglones de la Anérica
Espafiola, (Mexico, 19L40); R.S. Chamberlaln,"Castfifsn ,
ekgrounds of the Repartlmlento -Encomienda", Contributions
to American Anthr_pology and Hlstory, 5, No. 25, (Washlngton
Carnegie Institute of Washlngton, 1939), pp. 23<66; F.A.
Kirkpatricek, "Repartlmlento -Encomienda”, Hlspanlc Amerlcan
"Historical Revlew, Vol. 21 (1939) PD. 372 379;C. Glbson,-
" Spain in America, (New York Harper and Row, 1966) PP
L8-67; and J. Lockhart, "Encomienda and Hacienda: The
'Evolutlon of the Great Estate in the Spanish Indiés™, .. .
 Hispanic American Historical ReV1ew, Vol. k9 (1969),. ‘pp. 4l1-
b2g). A splendid analysis of encomiénda.in a regional con- -
text is contalned 1n 'C. Gibson's. seminal work The Aztecs .
"Under Spanish. Rule: A Histo'ry of the Indians of the Valley
of Mexico, 1519-1810, (Stanford Stanford Un1vers1ty Press, =
| 1964); PP- 56-81 and h13 Wb et .

a

2The six towns held in encomlenda by elther congulst~

" adores Or their offspring were Todos Santos Cuchumatén

Sacapulas, Soloma Jacaltenango, Aguacatan, and Huehuetennago
.Todos Santos .was held in- part, by the younger sons of Marcos
"Ruiz. Ruiz part1c1pated in the conquest of Mexico under the e
vleadershlp of Hernan Cortes anq/;n the conquest of Guatemala

. under Pedro'de Alvarado; cf. AGI:Patronato. 82-1~k4, A1l of

‘Aguacatédn and half 6f Sacapulas were - held by ‘the yonger son -

of Juan Paez Paez, like Rufz, was s veteran of campalgns

in both Mexico and Guatemama; cf. AGT: Patronato 68-2-3, o

ﬂ‘Jacaltenango was held by the younger son-of Gonzalo ‘de-Ovalle. e

Ovalle was a promlnent figure in the conquest of Guatemala U

furnishing, at’ his own expense, men, weapons, and horses ‘for . "’

- the entrada of L52h ‘He latenr served -as the alcalde mayor

of Chiapas- under the rapa01ous Francisco de Montejo, cf.

AGI:Patronato T5-2- 5 and -P. Gerhard The Southeast Frontler

of New Spaln, (Princeton: Prlnceton Unlver51ty Press,- 1979)
.152-153. Sfloma was held Jointly by Diego de Alvarado

and Juan- de Castrogul, the former being ohe :0f the many "hijos

.

:'naturales" of the conqulstador Pedro de Alvarado. Diego e

-
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\s

~¢laimed that the" encomlenda of Soloma came to hlm by V1rtue
of lawful inheritance. from ‘his father This suggests, thereh
fore, that Pedro de ‘Alvarado had hlmself between 1524 and
1541, held the encomienda of Soloma. as part of his impressive
private estate; ¢of, ‘AGI:Justicia 280-k. Huehuetenango they.
most prestlglous encomienda in:the entire Cuchumatén region,
was held by ‘the congulstador Juan de Esplnar Rumoured to
be a hosier by trade,’ Esplnar fought with distinction in the
conquests of both Mexlco and Guatemala. His contrlbutlon in
“the- latter campalgn galned ‘him. such a hlghly prized encomlenda,
cf. W.L. Sherman -Forced Natlve Labor in Sixteenth- Centurx '

‘Central Amerlca, (Llncoln Uaner81ty of Nebraska Press,
. 1979) - 388.. L ,
- ?AGCA; AI;BQ,fleg},lTSI follos 78v 81y l92v
‘f';and 211.v~ . L U :
#AGCA Al leg 1752 follo l7v.
._ﬁ“.\“. ‘ : I I _ ' S
R 5AGCA 63 16 leg. 2890 .exp h2579 hzs&o,{h2581e;3'
o ‘and h2587 o ﬂ _,_) R } ;“ S,
A 6AGI AG 128 AGCA A3 leg. 2863, exp h1698 ','3'_,fgf
F.A. de Fuentes y Guzman, Recordac16n Florida,| (Madrldi.;]‘ R
‘Biblioteca de Autores-Espafioles, Tomg CCLIX 1972), pp. W7-48.

and 3&9, and Sherman,'gp. c1t., p 92 3-_l_J_,,

R E

t 7AGCA A3 leg 2863 exp h1698 leentel's land—

':Fholdlngs around Huehuetenango are dlscussed 1n Chapter'Seven,,

8AGCA A3 16 leg 2808 texp ho633

7'H9AGI;AGF966.

: : lOA major part of Chapter Elght is devoted to the“
study of the demographlc collapse of the Indian populatlon

--.0f .the- Cuchumatan hlghlands due to the ravages of- epidemic.
f_dlsease.. e el T

AGCA A3 16 leg 1601, exp 26391.;"(;33e*

12AGCA AL, 1eg.,1752 folic 17v.,
"‘,VL:P - -

13,

AGCA A3 leg 2863, exp._hl698

thf Glbson, Spain in- Amerlca op. cit.,.p. 118 -

‘ "Hlstorlans once took the position that ‘hacienda developed o
dlrectly from the decllnlng encomienda. The two hlstorles
.are’now regarded as dlstlnct" :

Y
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l’ ) L - . . -

5Lockhart _R_{cit.;ﬁpt'le;

' Y 16M J MacLeod, §panlsh Central Amerlca A Soc1o-

u-economlc Hlstory, 1520~ 1720, (Berkeley and ‘Los Angeles: S
’ Unlver51ty of Callfornla Press, 1973) 293 L e

l7AGCA Al 1eg;e1752,‘folio 1761'

. 18 Cook and W BOrah Eqsays in Populatlon : _
Hlstorx Vol l, (Berkeley .and Los Angeles University of =

: Callfornla Press,.1971), Pp. ‘17-25.

19AGCA A3 16, 2&5 eXp..J'y?él}e.”.f :
Fuentes y Guzman,fggy c1t\}r 18 'records that ‘A:“dbﬂ.

tfallure to collect the - approprlate ‘amount. of .tribute: 1n‘
the Ixil country at the end. of the seventeenth centuryf,‘

resulted \n the 1mprlsonment of 51x Indlan alcaldes

leacLeod _R } : . , p. 131." e
kR AGCA A3 16 ,71601;1exp{ 26391.
-23 | X

AGCA A3 16 leg 5 l, exb "10'2‘61 and\lo 263. » .\

fzhAGCA A3 16 leg 2h6 exp. h912 Accordlng to:

i ”M Wortman, ’Government Revenue and Economic Trends in
.. Central America", Hispanic American Historical Review, . _'
’“.cVol 55, No, May 1975, p+. 27T, the total government -
. ‘revenue from e Indian trlbute of Guatemala in the. early
"_nlneteenth century "averaged almost 100,000 pesos. annually
Indian tribute was - one of the four maJor sources. of Crown :
income in Central America, the other three being (i) revenue
~from, government mOnopolles such. as tobacco, liquor, and g
_’playlng cards, (ii): taxes'on trade and commerce, and (111) ‘
~;.the state 8 share of the church tlthe. Sl

B
-

a Ly

As w1th encomlenda, much of our present under— '

25,

: ,standlng of repartimiento is due to-: ‘the research of

- L,B. Simpson.  His Studies in the Administration of New
fvSpaln, Ibero-Americana No..l3, YBerkeley" University of -
';Callfornla Press, 1938), is an" 1mportant contrlbutlon."

Gibson, Spain in America, op. cit., pp. 143-147, contains
a general review of the institution. . Sherman,_gg. 01t.,.r

'pp 191-~20T7, studies the operation of repartimiento in a *f
- specifically Central American context, as does MacLeod,::
'.192-‘01t~, Pp. 207-209 and 295- 296 g SRR
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"26

. —-——_

MacLeod _R it., p,ﬂéQS(,

"27Fuentes Y Guzman,¥33.‘c1t . pp ‘21 22 Shermenj‘

l;,“Z‘l: ;‘

- ¢it., pp. 15-82, has a full dlscu551on of,slavery“in*
‘,51xteenth century Central Amerlca. BRI o

o L Sherman, op«cit., p 71 92 289 and hhh and _
“Fuentes y Guzmén,._g;'c' ¥ pp. h? h8 e - ”’.ﬂll‘

T 29A x1gulpll was a baslc Indlan measure of 8 OOO

fcacao beans. Three. quulplles equalled about as much as-
‘a8 tameme, an Indlan ‘Porter, could carry. It would there—"' '
. fore have- taken the labour of five able-bodled men to carry

~ the necessary tribute from. Suchltepéquez to: Sacapulas, Z&J'”
';dlstance of - roughly 100 kilometres. Cf. J.F. Bergmann,

.y "The Dlstrlbutlon of Cacao Cultlvatlon in: Pre ‘Columbian T
‘Amerlca" Annals of the A530c1at1on of Amerlcan teographers,"';uﬂ_
»‘Vol. 59 No 1 March 1969, pp 87 91 e L DI

31AGI AG 128
SRR ’32W. Borah New §pa1n 8 Century of Depress1on, :}uff1fa5'“'
-iIbero-Amerlcana No._35, (Unlver31ty of Callfornla Press
.Berkeley and Los Angeles,vl951) »pp 39 hO ;>“,u B

S S 33AGCA AL, leg.: 1557,‘exp. 10201; A1 22. 33,
-j2891,\exp 266h5, end Al.21. 8 leg 190 exp.;3860

BhAGCA A3; leg 2775, exp. hoo9o A3 12, leg;~22h;]uf

. exp. h012 _and A3 12 leg. 226, exp hoBh

T v 35A Rec1nos, Monogra}ia del Departamento de Huehue—e”

‘tenango, (Guatemala: ‘Ministerio de Educacibn Pﬁbllca, 1954),
pp. 385-389; AGI:AG 225; and AGCA, Al. 12, leg. 6095, exp.
55h13 and A.Y. 22 leg. 302b exp 29157 PSR o

- L 36Gibson,“33é1n 1nvA erica, op. cit., p}'lhTu

. : AGCA A3, leg. 27 5, exp. hoo9o and Al zh
leg. 6096, exp. 55491. ‘MaclLeod, op. glg_, p.. 225, c1t1ng

A document dated 1598, statles the follow1ng'”'"0ne farmer =

ﬂln Huehuetenango seemed to have had all the males and- some:'

~of the females of an India v1llage ‘tied up in petty

,obl;gatlons to h1m" It ifs posslble, however, that the |

‘misery of dgbt peonage wag more attractive to the Indlans

. than.the hardships of 1ife in their ‘local COmmunltles

[ Borah op. c1tv p. ha, Ooks at the issue: from thls,v

e



‘>'fhand$bmegprofit;'*Cf.~M&cLeod,_gR;”cit:; p. 316, The -

e

‘d;pérﬁépive'perSpéctiye: " "Colonial lébor'rélapions”wéreff
often attended by oppreSsion,,éruelty,;and‘eXploitation. .
However, debt Peonage did not necessarily mean‘a;dOanard B

’T[stepffon the laborer. 1If hefwas'bbuﬁd to an: employer, he
. vwas at least.reserved for the service of that employer - ang
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protected to a-considerable,méasure-from;the extortions to -,

-which‘hé»héd bééh Subde¢t as 'a member of the]Indiangcbmmuﬁiﬁy.
He'Vas.no,longér:required‘to.assist[inisupporting the oppres=

.@fsiye'Indiangnpbility;gnd_the_pften el&borateihnd*expensivg..ngf'
#'COmmqnity,actiVitieslv If the local ‘friars or secular priests

were minded'to,mgkaiuse pf3his~serines;3they<had.td~¢pntEndp*‘

with théﬁemploye:—cyeditpr;gwho;wasrnotjlikﬁlYgtﬁgpermitf'ff[
-iinrquslupdn‘his.labor,sﬁpply; ﬂFurtneerré,*if only ‘as.a . .

necgssgfy_worker;,the-débtgpeon-prObablygthfperéctidnJ gﬁ:“::-ff.
1ls,

'\against_exagtidns‘by itinerant5sﬁ@niards*andgldCalfoffici

who often-added éxtra burdens to Indian life in the native . .

towns., Tt is thﬁs.entirelyJchceivablégth§§fdébtﬁpeonage'

.,meant?anjimproVemeht'ihﬂtheﬁlivesfdfﬂmany'bﬁﬁﬁhﬁ?labcrers";ﬁ,j7ff7'7

ISR TR The\dérramé-ﬁas*a‘sttem‘whérébyﬁlécal;¢%$icfai§;f:"
']boughthOOdSvcheaply”and“then‘SOIdiﬁhemfto’thejIndians;?“;*~ e

*thethéffthéYjwaﬁtéd'thém,Or:not;:atfgfeatly'ihﬁlatedﬂprices,;f_fgﬁ‘

"”*Theﬁfeyersequjthisfpiactice was to purchasefgdods‘frompfiﬁ/

- Indians et rock-vottom Prices and then resell them for a = '

R

~répartq~de efeétds,wasjaISimilar devicefwhiChicommqn;y5  "
’;inYolved\a lbcaliofficial*distributih%LrawpéOtton}among’Un

» ; hisawQ@en chargeéfaﬁd.cdmpglling themvto spin it into. . :
‘f1thr¢dd;and'then,tO’weave.it_into mantas.“,ThisgvaSga form . . .-

,df,extortionfpraQtiséd by*mahyuéf[the”alcaldéSEm&&ptés{of; ;‘1§ 1“

'“aTotdnicapén and'Huehuetenango,‘partiCularly!in‘the;mofe.\,1_,
 remotg communities of‘the;Cuchumatanésg?:Cf.:MacLeodi”ggg.gig;
" p. 316; Fuentes y Guzmén, op. eit., p. 35, in relation to. .-
“Cuilcoy P. bbrtééfygLarraz;“Descripciéﬂ Gedgréfiéo;Morélfde'f
1&?Di0¢esis7dé,Goathémalé;_(Gu@témala:r Sociedad de -Geografia

tO;NebaJ.add_sdloma;'Recinds}_gg.'cit,ispp;'21h4215,.ihi

:Te Histofia,ul958),“Vol.;II, pp;’h9—50;and,l23+12h,'infrélg§iodﬁ-

"relation to Santa Eulalia, San Mateo Ixtatan;_sapquan}Ixcby;,,,

“&nd Agu&Catén;uand,AGbA,'Al;lQQIG,flég; hO6h,-exp,”3166b. .,

(Cuilco);yAl.Eh,‘1ég{'li73;;exp;’10217 (Saéapul&S);<AI;IM&Z},"7

. vlegtjl9033exPa7386& (Sdn Juan Ixcoy, San SebastiénfCoat§n,'_vq
f-San-MigﬁélyAcatén;Tand,SanjRedrb,Solomé);.and A3.12, leg. 2897
JeXp;‘h30;3f(Soloma);; THéasalutagi6n*wasfan5illegalitax_which-

Indians were ‘forced tovpay.priests of officials,Vhofpa§sed '

’v

through their town or village. Cf. MacLeod, op. cit., p..315.

SRk 393-»Keen}:éubtédLffbmTbérsongl?cofrééppndenpégih_5 
Shérman, OR. eit., p. ks6. . oL T e

4o

exp. 432583 A3.16, leg. 252, éxp. 5161; A3.16, leg. 2899,

“TAGCA, AL.1, ieg,f611Iflexp,JSGOssi”Aj,ls,_legj 2901,

exp. 3064, A3.16, leg. '2899, exp. ﬂ30k5;1A3.163 leg}12§9} j;.. 

'*exp.f5Q36; gnd;Al.lh,T;ilegg‘386;_¢xp.,30313

hlchA;}Ai,é#;{iegy”6096;ﬁ§ipikssh91}f ;g»"

L L
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CH'APTER SEv_E_zg o

MAN AND QHE LAND': PATTERNS OF SPANISH AND

INDIAN LANDHOLDING AND LAND USE

;}To the land whlch nourlshes
'-iihlm, whlch was. the home- of
“: his ‘ancestors.. .;_and the
 Place” which. they still’ )

'afrequent in spirit, the,j."'

~.Indian is. attached by - ! @eff}teff]’fTle%fﬁ“n 

,_jxfeellngs of pa881onate.'*;“:?“fdﬁjﬂ;ngzf***'
'jlnten81ty.,f1v¢.;v e e

fSChOIarS h&Ve 10n8 recognlsed that the hac1enda o

or landed estate, has played a 918n1f1cant role in the 'fffi"

Polltlcal economlc, soc1al and cultural development ofp '*

1 A

ﬁ'many parts of Spanlsh Amer1ca.}7 Of partlcular 1mportance

1n the context of colonlal Mexlco or New Spaln have been

‘e“‘the contrlbutlons of Woodrow Borah and Fran901s Chevaller

' on thls subject 2 Both wrlters contend that the emergence‘

of the ha01enda was contemporaneous w1th ‘a perlOd of markedeQ
”'demographlc and economlc depre881on laﬁtlng from the late f_';

”r31xteenth untll the 1ate seventeenth cent&ry, and suggest

that the two events are 1nt1mately llnked.: Once created

_;the hac1enda cast ‘& long and oppresslve shadow.. In;the o

Aeiwords of Borah : 1;;;:4;;' “’ﬂ"':-f' _l‘j;lAqe}\*
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‘At the end of the seventeenth century,
the: dlstlnctlvely Mexlcan economy was.
i already organized on the" ba81s of
~-latifundia and debt peonage, ‘the tﬂln
aspects of Mexican life which. contlnued
. nearly to our day and- whlch helped '
_ provoke the Revolutlon of 1910 1917 3

| e -

.Thet‘colonlal‘CentrelvAmerlca aleo)exéeriénéed a
.f;seventeenth century demosraphlc &nd‘economlc crlsls cher—fa;;f_ff,;ff
i;dsaCterlsed by a. pronounced tendency dn the parm of re51dentﬁﬁff o
,_“kmspanlards to take up land has been 1mPr6881ve1y dOcumentedﬂgf'”

- h : fplan e
be Murdo MacLeod Accordlng to MacLeod however, Spanlsh;i?;%pv:_

!ﬁlnterest 1n the acqulsltlon of land was more 1ntense southeﬁihv.r

tf?iand east of Saptlago de Guatemala than north and west of
"{éjthe capltal due chlefly to the greater acce531blllty;”.
"°zifert111ty, and entrepreneurlal potentlal of. the former‘ S
;inareglon compared to the latter.?h AS in Mexrco, the condélhif

ftsequences of the seventeenth century depre351on were fa

'?Tireachlng'”fﬁ'f:lﬁ;ég;fﬁj;f-”‘"
_ : Sl

f’,rThe Central Amerlca of the seventeenth—;v :
~century depression was rural,: self—»; .
-w'lsufflczent poor -for the most part,,
fragmented polltlcally and economlcally,
~and” culturally . introverted. It was, ~h
-.during this perlod that the sis was'V
. laid for the modern polltlcﬁfaand )
e »,'Mfweconomlc divigions of the area, and -
B s the cultural. cleavage between: -
-~ . [thel "Indian" [northvest] and [thel
. 1ladino- [southeast] which hampers ' “, SR
'quatemelan natlonhood to th18 day 6 S

7tContrary to the the31s of hac1enda orlgln and domlnance _:[iiil
postulated by Borah Chevaller,‘and MacLeod the research of
B f Wllll&m Taylor 1n the Valley of Oaxaca 1nd1cates that although

the famlllar °°l°nlal features of larse SPanlsh eetates, j"’
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‘landless Indlans, and debt peonage were certalnlyﬁto be
“ffound they were nb&ther common nor characterlstlc.TJQt

:Haclendas owued and operated by Spanlards d1d emérge,_but

\ e:?vIndlans stlll controlled two thlrds of the“agrlcultural N

p:_ﬁland of the reglon durlng the last century of colonlal

o .38" Co : RSP
-ule.r Taylor suggests that such a 81gn1f1cant departure R

A iy

“erOm the flndlngs of Chevaller 1n partlcular may 31mply

sfreflect the def1c1en01es of an overgenerallsed model whlch

e

‘r-f%;falls to take 1nto proper account the nuances of tlme and

'rf_place.- An awareness of reglonal varlatlon, Taylor malntalns, 3}QQ_HT

hi“fclsgall 1mportant.""What holds for the Valley of Oaxaca in.

"35;11750 is unllkely to hold for Collma 1n 1800" 9 COlonlal

'iflandhold1ng 1n hlghland Guatemala,»Taylor speculates, may;f
'7ffﬁapproach a mlddle ground between the extremes representedfk
'fiﬁby the Chevaller or'"North MeXICan model and the example}f

*;ifof the Valley of Oaxaca.,

'KfQIn reconstructlng thls v1tal aspect of the cultural land-ifJ*'

V

The purpose of thls chapter 1s to reconstruct the““
Kbroad patterns of Spanlsh and Indlan landholdlng 1n the f}~_

“iFCuchumatan hlghlands between conquest and 1ndependence

"lﬁfscape of colonlal tlmes,:an attempt Wlll be hade to 1nter-fw'o

. b‘ V\M ’.
ngpret the ev1dence 1n the context of the 1ssues owtllned fffh”

 Patterns of 'sipa’ni_s;};"f"'Landho‘“idi'ng__.f'{: col e

In hls landmark work 0n colonlal Central Amerlca,

tr'MacLeod has conV1nc1ngly demonstrated that the Spanlsh
) . . : 1

S

Gogen ot



1*f5:repart1m1ento.

‘ffconqulstadores and prlmeros potladoreg (flrst settlers)

_ . . 7 o

of the reglon were not mén motlvated prlmarlly by feudal
ambltlons.ﬂ Rather, they were xnltlally much more entre—f

'bpreneurlal and mercantlle 1n thelr 1nterests., Only when'

:rfexploltatlon of the work of others proved 1f not w1thout -

3fprof1t certalnly not as lucratlve as antlclpated dld
_» Q . :

.’?VW_;spanlards focus attentlon on the land and concentrate on

l'ﬁfthe establlshment of rural estates. Control of labour,-i:".

SRR
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w?;therEfore, was for much of the 31xteenth century con31dered; g

"ilplaced durlng the early perlod of Spanlsh rule on’ such

Q"_human orlented exploltatlve dev1ces as encomlenda and
115"””” T . v LT L

Spanlsh 1nterest 1n the Cuchumet&n hlghlands Par-:ffff;'\'ﬁ”
.ffthallels closely the general pattern of exploltatlon end

"hlnvolvement developed by MacLeod - There was an 1n1t1al

i'fmlght contaln 81gn1f1cant mlneral wealth but thls early5

ufpromlse never materlallsed.v The gold of Plchlqu11 endfr

,'t”181lver was plentlful enough at Chlantla to prov1de thegw;ffi'

"'"Imore 1mportant than aontrol of 1end-; Thus an emph&SlS W&S.Afv'h

T o , ’:g.;., .
'*ﬂfflurry of excxtement over the poss1b111ty that the regmon'gﬁ,ﬁ~'”"‘ :

'n”iijan Franc1sco Motozlntla proved more mythlcal than realgl?{fjfﬂ°”'ﬁ

‘:hflrst Spanlard to explolt the 1ocal ores, Juan de Esplnar S

”fff;w1th a handsome return of 8 00 pesos in: 1573 13 but thls

5ﬂflevel of proflt wes not long malntalned._ The mlnes of

'&Chlantla contlnued to produce modest quantltles of 81lver:~fh

"vpand 1eed throughout the colonlel perlod lh but the scale;'

...

' and output of the operatlon was far less 31gn1f1cant thanf_‘pff

ﬂfh:that of Central Honduras, end nothlng at ell llke those



dajof Guanaduato and Zacatecas-ln the Vlceroyalty of
r"Spaln or Potosi in. the Vlreroyalty of Peru. By the close
of the 51xteenth century 1t was apparent to thevfew
"Spanlards who dec1ded to retaln an 1nterest in the Cuchu—L;
' _matanes that greater securlty.and better prospects lay 1n -

. ﬁtaklng up land than 1n coerC1ng an eVer dlmlnlshlﬂg natlve :'5'

: work force to render labour 1n marglnal mlnlng enterprlses.pr"

./M

Among the very earllest tltles to land 1n the Cuchu-
) B . 4_\._._‘ ._ . :
"vmatan reglon were four awards made between November 1563

: and May 156h to the encomendero of Huehuetenango, Luls

lmanuel leentel. The flrst award (see Appendlx h) was ;f?f‘

5j‘for two caballerias of land near Huehuetenango to be used

o to cultlvate wheat.: A charge of 500 pesos was made for -

;'ifthe tltle It was also stlpulated that the land had tO

'gbe fully cultlvated Wlthln two years, and that no sale of

: 'f%property could occur untll four years had passed.. A second

'::;tltle (see Appendlx 5) to two caballerias near Chlantla was'f_;jd

;;3f'_granted for land to grow corn,bat the same cost and carry-z sf*

dllng 31m11ar restrlctlons regardlng property sale..fTwoinupf;f"“

: - further tltles (see Appendlx 6 and Appendlx 7) were made :"

'“jayfor grazlng land near Huehuetenango to ralse sheep, goats,,;f7‘i'

"ﬁ“f'("w1thout harm") to the Indlans. and that the grants dld

-f“cattle, horses, and mules.; All four tltles awarded to fiﬂf'_?flpﬂff“ﬂ

"leentel stated that the land was allocated 31n periulclo

",_not conflict w1th the leéal clalms of any other party.1g, R

:In addltlon to landed property,'leentel also acqulred
ownershlp of a water mlll 1n Huehuetenango wh1ch had

o ‘formerly belonged to Juan de Esplnar.;sffv
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f* R The move by Manuel leentel to take up land 1n the

v1c1n1ty of Huehuetenango apparently d1d not 1mmed1ately
“//1nfluence other Spanlards to ~do 11kew1se,-for there 1s ai o

';lengthy hlatus in land acqulsltlon betWeen the 15605 ‘and -
:the end of the slxteenth century.' The start of the seven-e;;

"teenth century, however, marked the beglnnlng of a spate

ﬂOf 1nterest 1n Cuchumatﬁn landholdlng that contlnued for ;.Jﬁ‘f?

‘ﬁjthe remalnder of the colonlal era.;ytu: f;f 5: '§£>5

The perlod of t1me between the early seventeenth
,1tand the early elghteenth century w1tnessed the t&klng up i
“i*Of land in the Cuchumat&nﬁs through cq_p051c16n, a pollcy ;f':

_fiby whlch an 1mpecun10us treasury elther sold royal land

'(tlerras realengas) or legallsed an 1rregular land tltle

ffnon the a ment of a fee The roc11v1t of the Cro n:
P.}” p y —-/

mftowards thls pollcy meant that Spanlards could 1llegally ‘fjﬁ”'wi

“fusurp Indlan h?idlngs in the knowledge that A;small

5f;fmonetary contr1 utlon to the royal treasury was all that
‘}if;was needed to legallse the selzure., At least 2& com2051-f,

7c1ones,,amount1ng to over 165 caballerfas of‘kand are

"{terecorded for propertles in the Cuchumatén hlghlands betweenv
7j51607 and 1726 (see Table 7) The chronology of these grante“td

| jr?;of land co;nc1des closely Wlth the years °f the Central b
::;Amerlcan economlc depresslon and, as MacLeod has 1nd1cated S

| v"v:':llkely reflects the f11ght to & humble. xural Belf-suffl"f_ ”
'T}clency on the part of town dwellers frustrated by the events

v;dirkand clrcumsu@nces of seventeenth century colonlal llfee;éfyt.‘d;v

Durlng the seventeenth century depresslon Spanlards

d”rwere more attracted to the lands south and eatt Jfﬂsanfigghjgf
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de Guatemala where, ih-addition to staples such as wheat,

-fruit, and vegetables, indigo could Qe culfivated'as sicash

oA

crop End cattle rEised asfabsource of’hides end‘meatﬂ Al-

though the. hlghlands to the north and west of the capltal

—~rugged 1solated certalnly Offerlng sub31stence p0831—’

bllltles but w1th llttle potentlal for cash cropplng——were
not so 31gn1f1cantly encroached upon, there Were pcckets in

this reglon contalnlng excellent graz1ng and pasture land

L

o

The Spanlards who took up land 1n the Cuchumatanes, partlcu—
larly on the lofty plateau known as’ th@'Altos de Chlantla,

l

'soon recognlsed that holdlngs in these remote parts could

not only be farmed but could also be profltably explolted
for - the ralslng of llvestock espec1ally sheep. V

One of the first 1mportant landholders on the Altos

de Chlantla was Baltasar de: Herrera who, at the tlme of

zpennlng hlS w1ll in 1687, owned the hac1enda known as'“

, Nuestra Seﬁora del Rosarlo Changacux Chemal y Saxbala.

f:A,property then of semggls caballerias, El Roaarlo supportedv

over éOQOhheadlof Sheep in addltlon to some horses &nd

caffle.l? After the”deeth of Herrera, El Roseriolwes téken

over by his son 1n law, Alferez Domlngo Moscoso Balmalor. -

An ambltlous and enterprlslng 1nd1v1dual Moscoso sought
to galn control over as much of the Altos de Chlantla as .. .

p0551ble. Early in the elghteenth ecentury. he acqulred ‘the

“lands anad llvestock of José Alvara‘ﬁﬁﬁgacamonte and - Melchor

Rodrlguez Mazarlegos (see Table 7) and by 1711 owned over

.69 caballerfas of prlme pasture land The Moscoso holdings

at that time supported over 12 000 head of sheep.18

204



' 7had been added to hls estate

Sow ' : E <.V 205

'When,MOSCOSO;died he, left his estate to his wife,

. o » .
Lucrecia de Herrera:‘ She penned her will on September 9, .

1725, and listed as Moscoso property the*three flnest "
ohaclendas of the Altos de Chlantla . El Rosarlo, La Capell— ’ :
i\anla, and Chancol. El Rosario contalned 10, 600 sheep, 500
mares, hOO cows, 300 horses, 15 mules, and 2 donkeys, as

Well as a number of houses for re51dent Indlan workers, the -

casa grande of the Eatron, and a rlchly decorated chapelx

La Capellanfa ralsed over 5000 sheep, 300 mares, and several

\fmules.. Chancol comprlsed lO to 12 cabailerlas of quallty
: ow o
'pasture whlch had been purchased from Tomés Garcfa de . L

"Medlna for 600 pesos.lg . {0‘) eh.

fOn.the death of Doﬁa Lucrec1a, the Moscoso holdlngs
, were passed on to her brother 1n law, Juan Martinez de la .

‘rVega. When he complled hlS last wlll and testlmony on

P

- February 27 lThh the followlng Cuchumatén propertles 'V

>

Sajpojolé “An hac1enda of 13- 1/2 caballerfas :
" which was purohased for 1350 peSOSr,
‘,,erom Doffa ‘Micaela de la Parra,
widow of. Sebastlén Antonlo de
' Aguayo._ : S :

i'_San Antonlo Musmul A terreno of 9 caballerfasj"’
. bought from Pedro de Chavéz.l S

| -Baco de Anco: A terreno of 5 caballerias near
' ‘Todos Santos Cuchumatén and San
Juan Ixcoy » :

’vXebuyugultZ' “An haclenda of 17 caballerias
 purchased from the heirs of Juan
Lopez de los Rfos. o

Tuhuinima ‘5:caballerfas .of land 1n the Rio_
' de las Vueltas.

Los Cheches 5 caballerias of land on the
: Altos de Ch. Chlantla overlooklng
Aguacatﬁn
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These properties, along with the former Moscoso“holdings,
" - c.r . . | LY . N N B /.\ :
amounted'tO‘a'sizeable estate of some 137- 1/2 caballerias

* which supported 30 OOD%gheep, 1000 cattle, 1000 mares,

180 horses) hoo plgs, L9 mules, and 5 palrs of dxen 20

‘

Although Martlnez de la Vega left some property to

*

the Church hls daughters Manuela and Juana recelved the

bulk of the estate To Manuela, the W1fe of - Manuel Franclsco

2 . | S

jde Fuenlabrada, was 1eft Hac1enda El Rosarlo, whlle Juana,

the wife of Marcelo de Norlega, recelved Hac1enda Chancol
o f . )
’Juana later sold Chancol to her brother 1n law, Fuenlabrada,,

. for the sum of 7 287 pesos and L reales The llvestock
component.of,the transactlon was broken;dQWn as follows:

7900 ‘sheep at-.3 reales a - head - ,
71315 rems at 4 reales a head . S
182 mares at 2 pesos & head L '

20,one ~Year old colts at 3. pesos a: head
20 stallions at- 5 pesos & head o
10 stallions at 4 pesos a head L
© 18 goats at 3 reales. 'a head
70 pigs at 1 .peso ‘a head o o
..25 pigs at 4 reales a head - - L
";v6‘mules at 8 pesos a head o

I3

,»vThe sale of Chancol also 1ncluded a payment of 270 pesos by

' thlch Fuenlabrada assumed the debt of the Indlan shepherds,

7’farmers, and servants who worked on the ha01enda and who “~

o 21
,.had recelved money as an advance on wages. 7

After Fuenlabrada 5 death 1n 1750 or: 1751 h1s w1dow;fr
Manuela sold both Chancol and E1 Rosario to Fran01sco Ignaclo '

de Barrutla of Santlago de Guatemala. The comblned extent of:

. the two hac1endas was then almost 200 cabellerfas and the

(

‘transactlon vas negotlated under the followlng terms = h3l b

_pesos for land 1,017 pesos for the chapel of- Nuestra Seﬁora

-
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del Rosario with all its jewels and'ornaments; and 14,029 & -

- ppesos fOr‘llvestock, grain; wool,,farm‘Equipment,nand‘
'-‘houses. Barrutiahthen.set{out to incorporate, by aggressiVe
and'systematic‘buying, the greater part of the Altos . de
lChiantia'into one single*property. By the end of the_h

elghteenth century h1s holdlngs amounted to an 1mpress1ve

500 caballerias contalnlng excellent cropland, rlch pasture,

»

';plentlful water, flne.stand of_tlmber, and produc1ng hlgh

- .0 . ’ 2
‘v quality grain, cheese, and livestock. 2

3

viThérretreat to the_countryside.chafecteristic‘of,
the?longdyearsAof'theLseventeenthccenturyldepression there;'
jfore-marhed the'beéinnjng of‘slgnificanthpanish'interest:in
'taklng up the - land. | Invthetcuchumatanesethe”process'of ;xA
Tpan51on was somewhat‘delayed but by the late seventeenth

century Spanlards were preSent in 1mportant numbers. They

were espe01ally attracted to the ranchlng p0351b111t1es offfm

‘y the Altos de Chlantla. The majorlty of those holdlng land

S

'were prlvate 1nd1V1duals, but the Church was also 1nvolved )

in the carv1ng up of Cuchumatén pastures:(see Appendlx 8)
The return to more prosperous tlmes 1n the elghteenth k,,.:s

‘century w1tnessed a handful of men emerglng 8s: wealthy
owners of estates on the Altos de Chlantla, where sheep, -;,f,;‘
‘.cattle, horses, and mules were ralsed by Indlans bound to

. ~

thelruhacendados by debt peonage., The creatlon of slzeable

'Spanishrholdings in the_Cuchumatanesg.however,.waSjnot]”r”f-f
~_undertaken entlrely at'the'expense of the territorial,'
‘1ntegr1ty of Indlan communities of the region.
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Patterns-ofilndian'Lsndholding
O o ’
Under the pollcy of congregac16n, the\Lndlans\

4

settled at a new town 31te were legally entltled to anr
allotment of land from whlch to. derlve ba81c sub31stence
»jlncluded.ln thls allotment were both arable tracts and an
area de51gnated "eJLdo ,.uncultlvated land held in common :
.by the Indlans and used by them for cuttlng flrewood |
’"graz1ng llvestock huntlng anlmals, and gstherlng the'

various products of the forest In addltlon to the w"

4‘lands in the v101n1ty of co_gregac1ones, the Indlans con-‘_v'

"tlnued to cultlvate the "old" lands surroundlng thelr S

kformer homes 1n the mountalns; although seldom w1th a

‘qlegal tltle to do 80, Throughout the colonlal perlod
otherefore, a fundamental d1v181on ex1sted 1n the pattern

v"eof natlve land tenure.between "neu" lands around congrega-
fjclones and 'old" lands some‘dlstance away.?3 "i” 4'-f"i ;kt_t"ﬁ

Indlan towns and v1llages usually held/land under

x s ',,'»"

:ta communal tltle, and often successfully sollclted the.ﬁgdthf
;iSpanlsh authorltles for terrltorlal exten31ons beyond.the-‘7
‘\;stsndard one league glidg allocatlon (see Appendlx 9) 4Hn"vﬁ"f
owder to malntaln a f1rm legal standlng, many communltles‘.".
"Vperlodlcally updated or composed" thelr tltles by payments/
'Qn_to a. penurlous Crown,»thus lessenlng the rlsk of encroach-ii:"'
"":ment by Spanlards’or Ladlnos' the Indian gggﬁn of Sacapulas g
' 2l

'as late as 1789 p&ld lh3 pesos for a cogposlc16n de: tlerras.

%

Wlthln certaln congregaclones, a classlc example

'belng that of Sacapulas land vas held not only by the

P
i
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‘communlty as a whole but also by calpul or parc1a11dad

‘(see Map 5 and Ta%le 9), with each trlbutary actually

'ownlng and worklng an 1nd1v1dual famlly plot and retalnlng .
- ‘ _ \ oy

8 strong sense of autochthonous 1dent1ty.?5' Some land was

eing .

“also set aside for- the upkeep of cofradfas, rellglous fra-»f-4

hternltles or.SOdalltles devoted to the veneratlon of a |
lpartrcular Cathollc salnt Many Cuchumatan cofradias\

'1n Aguacatan, Chlantla, Huehuetenango, Sacapulas ‘and y
'pSoloma, held land on whlch cattle and sheep were\ralsed.
rw1th a- v1ew to f1nanc1nghspec1f1c celebratlons and festlv-‘
fltles centred on the parlsh church.26;., - 1“”h*i9ﬁ"e7‘d"ff.:tvif

The wealthlest members of natlve soc1ety were the

llneage heads known as cac1gues and prlnc;pales These [f.“

1Ind1an leaders were often awarded prlvate grants of 1and

':-1n recognltlon of thelr ellte status and for performlng

7;:such SGerceS as the collectlon of Crown or encomendero
:"Ztrlbute (see Table 8 and Appendlx 10) Although no -

cac1cazgos (caclq_e estates) emerged 1n the CuChumatanes

X?Eto compare w1th those developed by hlgh—ranklng llneages;;ﬂ51~ﬁd

'p;;n‘the Valley of Oaxaca, 8 number of natlve rulers werer‘}
V?consplcuously better placed than the members of the ggmﬁgre
;Qone such 1nd1v1dual in - the late seventeenth century was_df:f

:fhPedro Hernéndez' an 1nd10 natural"'of Santlago Chlmal—
-ﬂtenango who,‘accordlng to Fuentes y‘Guzm&n,:had an 1mpress'l’,iv,fffff
::.srve}personal estate comprlsed of land livestock andi_ -' |

no small amount of money" 27 | |

An 1mportant feature of Indlan landholdlng in.

'several remote Cuchumatén communltles was. the cultlvatlon

AR
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';QTABLE'giQ

INDIAN LANDHOLDING, BY CALPUL OR PARCIALIDAD

IN THE TOWN

OF SACAPULAS (};‘1775717952¢5 

'i;%Qﬁf EalpUi dn’“

Parcialidad “ Amounf'df”Land;j“u,f,-V
"1eiidad - Amount of Land

U

de; of Tr1butar;o§;: J"
in Calpul

-KSan Pedro _- V,T7ﬂ7lc;v25172/3,ég;1 $§;" R

A

3

'fsant1a8° and firfhzcl-lséﬁbé.ﬂ-‘*flffm_r"”“7;p1 =

San Sebastlén-*

°1'"Santo Tomas f 121c. 1&6 2/3 ca.ffyfjﬂ7 _:f;“6Qf“1f»5f*

'f:San Fr&nc1sco 780..237 ca, f; fﬁ'ﬁijfngJ.QBﬂf"‘

. \"

.";In caballerias (c )

l caballeria

l cuerda

'fNote In addltlon to the above lan
by ‘calpul ‘or ‘parcialidad . vas

wLn”

R

and cuerdas (ca )';°ff‘“

105 &Cres, ;
O l a.cres.;v foe

- of 38 caballerfas and 183 1/3 cuerdas

0

" $s¢u¢¢e., AGCA A1, 1eg 6060 exp 53305 and leg souu SRt

"tff”sl“gf ‘exp 533&8

SR e

ds owned 1nd1v1dually Ca AR
an- ejldo allocatlon j,Xxm“ -

elz



'Vhfwealth of troplcal frults that could not be grown 1n the

‘}t'yland

AN

'1of unlnhablted lowland areas to the west, north vand east

.lof the hlghland congregac1ones. The seasonal mlgratlon

'idown from the Cuchumatanes to fertlle tlerra templada or

"tlerra callente ln adjacent Lacand6n country was a. long—

-.festabllshed practlce 2§0ng the Indlans of Santa Eulalla,.::

213

and was alsowcharacterlstlc of other communltles, 1nclud1ng-gfr

fSan Sebastlan Coatén, San Juan Cotzal and San Gaspar

:ﬁChaJul 8 Three or four leagues dlstant from the congre—

jjgac1ones, these lands 1n addltlon to flne ylelds of corn _‘"

¢?and chlle also produced cacao,_cotton, sugar cane, and a

;,tlerra fria of the hlghlands BeCause of thls 51gn1f1cant o
nlf{ecologlcal asset, Indlan settlements along the northern

‘l'.Cuchumatan frontler W1th the unpaclfled Lacandones Vere

t-lapparently never plagued by a serlous shortage of cult1vable>h}4gf-°

The luxury of expandlng on to v1rgln agrlcultural

:fﬁfterrltory, however, was not enJoyed by the myrlad Ind;an

”ngcommunltles along the southern edge of the Cuchumatanes.ﬁyﬁ:'“

vﬁ5:In these parts, as elsewhere 1n hlghland Guatemala, land

ifwas much more scarce{ due chlefly tO 8 greater den81ty of i

bﬂgnat1Ve populatlon and the closer proxlmlty of Spanlsh and ,fdf}'

V'kLadlno settlers who could encroach upon Indlan holdlngs.ﬂj.,ﬁi

: fThus the Indlans of San Sebastlén Huehuetenango, 1n lThl

and 1811, petltloned the Crown for more land 1n v1ew of

E:fthe 1nab111ty of exlstlng resources to support thelr rlslng N
‘,numbers.?o Slmilarly,,the Indlans of Huehuetenango 1n 1812 T f

';requested that they be glven a sum of money 1n order to buy‘nfgxf



‘ d-; _ o

t1erras realengas wlth whlch to supplement thelr present

¥

communlty holdlngs,-31nce much of thelr ejldo had been,

‘ taken over by land hungry Ladlnos.p The Indlans also com—‘

Y

plalned bltterly about "the enormous anlmals,'owned by our

g‘Ladlno nelghbours, whlch 1nvade our flelds and destroy ourv

B X
. ‘

crops f3;ﬁ Land was therefore at a greater premlum 1n the

southern marglns of the Cuchumatanes than 1n the remote o

s

7'-northern reaches adjacent to sparsely settled troplcal
. . [
. lowlands Not surprlslngly, dlsputes OVer land ownershlp

were both more prollflc and more lntense 1n the south thanap

1n the north (see Table 10 and Table ll) d,""

;f'LandﬁDiSPutes!(1705;1821)gs}l:]_.-~

Extant arch1va1 documentatlon 1nd1cates that con-f:*’
fdvfllct between Spanlards and Indlans over ownershlp of landi,
tln the Cuchumatanes was most slgnlflcant durlng the elghteenth fhfli;

"jfand early nlneteenth centurles (see Table lO) Dlsputes be—}fﬂ:if"”'

ﬂfhtween the two factlons doubtless arose durlng earller tlmes ;if;l“ff'

:lfbut were more pronounced between 1700 and 1821 for two
;ilreasons. fert 1t was durlng thls perlod that the.natlve
b:;populatlon began'1ts slow numerlcal recovery after the'ifilfi-“"‘””
-Tdemographlc collapse brought about by the Spanlsh conquest

Hvthus prec1p1tat1ng a need for more land to feed more people;hif:ﬂﬁ'
T:and second the years 1700 1821 marked a perlod of 1nterest
l71n taklng up the land on the part of Spanlards and L&danS/ki;x‘
waho,'ln emerglng from a severe economlc depress1on,‘sav ln'

’glandholdlng both a: deslrable secur1ty and a capa01ty for l”{;i}u”%,ff”;

w‘some degree oY self sufflclency..m“



. ;_,:'_'- N
. ?Asiﬁfiﬁ“

I

LAND DISPUTES BETWEEN SPANIARDS AND INDIAN TOWNS N

IN THE CUCHUMATAN HIGHLANDS (1705 1820)

Year. " iR ~2_' Lo COntestahﬁsi

AGCA Source

lTbﬁ_ L ‘ﬂJuan Martlnez de la

Vega versus Chlantla'~ :ﬁAi;ileg.

17377 S5 Juens Martznez de la Vega versus Todoa Santos‘,[ Al;'lég.

Cuchumatﬁn

)
s

S1172s ;f:Mateo Morales and’ Juan Joee Franco Versus ",‘3;A1, 1§8.

1779 . 7 San Pedro Necta'

. 1775‘:3:: Nlcolas Recinos versus Indxans or San : i“ © . -Al, Ieé.‘

Al, leg.

AL, legi
Al, leg.

_Sebastlﬁn Huehuetenango - B

"1777 -",‘_'Pedro ﬂeanquez versus Santa MarIa Cunén Qf - .jAl;jleg,

1793 ' Par1sh prlest or Huehuetenango veraus 1 T QAl;:leg.

"San Pedro Necta

';;8031 - .{Ladxno commun;ty veraus Ind1an communlty e ';'Al;ﬁLeg;

S(Huehuetenango)

‘v:18b81_{3: .Luls Agu1lnr versus

“Jacaltenango parish}

JEJ;SL3:‘_\ : José Domzngo Franco
: ERR 7 -Coat§n ' .

PilBlK,“ "Nolberzo Zamallorga

of Huehuetenango

gndeanuip'M6n€§365véfahsfjiddlfeﬁanéé

Indian édhmunitie§ or.1 <AL, leg:

Qéfsﬁdjsah Sgbaﬁtiin;vV ‘ _ Al,:ieg;

versus Iﬁdiéh{gdmmupity:: CCALL leg.

!

a San Luc&s v San Antonio "Tierra o :Ai,sleg.
versus Indians 6f the communitie’s. - ; :
; Mateo Ixtat&n and San Sebastiﬁn:’_

fAi,]leg.

AL

5960,
'36QSf
5976,

6018,

6102,

2899,
6021

6022,

60ko,

6092,

,2491..9’.;
.6052;;
. 6;17n

s,

5329}

gxp.'SZéﬁi
expii29153
exp.’ 52505
'eip.»sgoyb' \
‘exp. 55702
cxp}"26827'

exp. 53075
'éxpt{53302‘.
’ix}; 55333 
P | '53'#985"
,exP 56583

-eip; 56683
~exp hh907

exp.’ 53093

fexr}'2767é f: 
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"tfdlsputes 1nvolved hlghly prlzed arable and graz1ng land

“al

Slgnlflcantly, two of the earllest documented

f‘fon and adjacent to the Altos de Chlantla.: The Spanlsh

‘contestant in both cases was Juan Martlnez de la Vega,.

'~aggres51ve and wealthy hacendado Indlan communltles'*

rv-flshtlns agalnst the encroachment of the Spanlard lncluded
VChlantla Todos Santos, and San Martin Cuchumat%n b
In 1705, Martlnez de la Vega requested that he bevf’:‘"

-as51gned what he clalmed were vaCant lands ("tlérras baldias")'#gi

‘1n the area known as Mamengulche about one leag?e from thef

*.town of Chlantla Hls pr1nc1pal reason for wantlng the land.qld

.ﬁwas to extend the amount of pasture avallable to h1m for the_ﬂ[é,

v.fifalslng Of.sheep.: ThevIndlans of Chlantla,‘houever,iclalmedf?}ga
Luﬂithat Mamengulche Eomprlsed "the best land the communlty'A... ';ie
'd;fholds, for 1t 1s here that we. grow corn and graze sheep so‘ ;Tff
;*ﬁthat we. can pay trlbute requlred by Hls Majest 32 } ;;;l

In the long legal entanglement that followed, numer-f.

7{ous 1nd1V1duals were called upon to submlt 1nformatlon that

‘thfwould settle the dlspute., Some Spanlards supported the t.dlridf;ff*

ffrequest of Martinez de la Vesa- Among them vas' Manuel

57iIMartin, who stated that the Indlans "have land 1n other f;r:fﬁ”

7f1'parts whlch 1s both fertlle and plentlful" 33c Other

",ﬂSpanlards argued 1n support of the Indlans, among them

*;rJoseph Brillegar and Pedro de Chavéz, the latter himselrgnfe*
| e

'"f“a local landholder and 8- rlval of Martinez de la Vega.k_f'ﬂ

\

":»Arbltratlon by the Juez de tlerras, an offlclal of the

’:errown responslble for the settlement of land dlsputes,i;'

idfeventually resulted 1n a new tltle to 178 oaballerfas



i the alcalde mayor of Totonlcapén and Huehuetenango, Fellpe

218

.
. : : I .
L being given to the Indians. Included in th1s allocatlon

‘were four caballerias of land at Mamengulche, suggestlng

that the coniglct was flnally settled in favour of . the
Indlans.3h . | | o N

| Over 30 years later, in 1737, Juan Martinez de la
Vega by then ‘the owner of haclendas Chancol El Rosarlo,
._-and La Capellania, wvas 1nvolved 1n another dlspute The .

: §
Indlan contestants on thlS occa31on were the communltles

of Todos Santos and San Martfn Cuchumatén._ In a letter to

Manrlque de Guzmén, Martinez de la Vega stated ‘that "the

Ind1ans--w1thout cause, without tltle, and w1thout any S

v

reason whatsoever--have begun to pasture the1r sheep on .

lands whlch are part of my haclendas 35_ The hacendado

complalned that the sheep, some lhO head were overgraz1ng
._‘i

a certaln pasture -and thus causlng damage to hlS property,
all of whlch has been composed and purchased from Your -

36 -

_ MaJesty Two Indians in particular, Franclsco Peréz\

and Gaspar Chap, were singled out as being the chlef
culprlts.T E ) ' 'tk o s
For, therr part, the Indlans of Todos Santos aad
Sen Martfn Cuchumat8n clalmed that the stretch of land on‘
fwhlch tﬁky grazed thelr sheep, known as Slqulbllchas, was
allocated to them'as _iié&: and stated in a lettefago the

iuez de tlerras that the land vas in fact recorded as

’ belonglng to them in the communlty tltles they currently
held. The Indians also mentloned that .they had "no . -other

land whlch can be used to pasture sheep" and:that Martfnez

¥ R . ’ i )
PR : . e



de la Vega had "more than 100 caballerias on~which5¢o raise

his”sheep;'uhich isimore than sufficient".37‘ Siqudbilchas

- was needed “the Indlans argued "so that we can pay our
trlbute and clothe and feed our famllles 38 Although they
sent thelr communlty tltle as proof of ownershlp to. the ‘

' approprlate authorltles,_lltlgatlon thls t1me went agalnst ' o , ;
the Indlans. - Undér threat of & prlson sentence and the

‘conflscatlon of thelr sheep; the Indlans wathdrew their )

- cla1m to Slqulbllch&s and abandoned the pasturercompletely. ”

The tvo cases outllned above can be con31dered mored : d‘:,h i

or less characterlstlc of the land dlsputes between Spanlards

vand Indlans that«occurred throughout the elghteenth and early

nlneteenth centurles (seekTable lO) : Some confllcts were
lltlgated in favour of Spanlards or Ladlnos, others 1n favour
‘of the Ind1ans.a Confrontatlon occaslonally resulted in oute\
'breaks of v1olence. In a land dlspute at Huehuetenango in |
'.181h the Indian farmer Tomés Moreno was attacked by a :

.knlfe—bearlng Ladlno who had drlven hlB cattle on to the‘, :
i ~ . . i
39 : o

’ Indlan s mllpa. The 1nvaaaon of Indlan lands by llvestockev'

owned by Spanlards and Ladlnos was & common source of con-
fllct.ho ;.} L o : "_ o

In, addltlon to- laﬁd dlsputes between Spanlards and

; Te F

.Ladlnos on the one hansi and Indlan communltles on the other,
i
nconfllct also arose between and within natlve groups in the_:'
Cuchumatén hlghlands (see Table ll) - | .fl
From 1730 until’ the early 18008, the Indians of the

Chalchit&n parclalldad of Aguacatén clashed wlth the Indlans

of the Santo Tom&s Earclallda »of Sacapulas over the ownersh1p

o
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of a sectlon of lang between the two towns known as
Plchlqull Accordlng to the testlmony of Fray Raymundo de
'Herrera, the parlsh prlest of Sacapulas, P1ch1qu11 belonged f

to the Indians of - Santo Tom&s by v1rtue of the members of. .

'thls Earclalldad belng the descendents of. the Lamaqulb group

who were brought from a settlement called Solchum (Xolchun)

to* form part of the congregac1on of Sacapulas in the mld—

'-s1xteenth century,» P1ch1qu11 ‘the prlest stated had tra- o B
dltlonally been worked by the Lamaqulb of Xolchun. Thelr’
descendents, therefore, were the legltlmate holders of the_
’_fterraln.‘ Slnce the Indlans of Santo Tomﬁs were now in need
}of more land Herrera argued that they should be glven legal '
V# t1tle to thelr ancestral terrltory.g%t {,'. ‘ | |
The Indlans of Chalch1t§n, however, clalmed that
.fPlchlqull mas orlglnally held by thelr forefathers, the‘..b

'Bal'Joon, and therefore belonged to them Furthermore, the“:

f:ChaIChlteCOS contended that the Indlans of Sacapulas were -

- economlcally much’ better off than they were, ownlng "ten -

haclendas wlth both llvestock and a plentlful amount of.

‘Tland in addltlon to worklng salt dep031ts and not haV1ng, o

llke our communlty, to prov1de the frequent users of the

Lo

ERRN

‘ -camlno real w1th food andllodglng ‘ o ;
| A lengthy lltrgation ensued.r Juan Jose Ordéﬁez,=.'
_an off1c1al of the Crown, called for a complete remeasure-

ment of the land boundarles between the towns of Aguacatén, .,,\L';it
'Sacapulas, Cunén, and NebaJ ﬁe was extremely sceptlcal o
tof "proof" of ownerahlp 1n the form of tltles He consldered

v

old and useless, ‘and. stated that P1ch1quil waa the property

w2
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nelther of Aguacatén nor Sacapulas but was t1erra realenga

belonglng only to ‘the Klng. Tempers flared as the" dlspute
dragged on;' Santo Tom&s tw1ce accused Chalchltén of robblng »7\
11vestock from land near PlchIQUIl belonglng to the cofradlés

of Sacapulasr By the end of the elghteenhh century, arbltra-‘_'
“tion byQa royal surveyor gave legal ownershlp of the dis-
puted land to Santo Tomés, prlnClpally because the Sacapul-

teco parc1a11dad had a greater number of trlbutarles, and

hence more need of 1and than thelr rlvals 1n Aguacatan

The Indlans of Chalchltan, for thelr part refused to recog-

' nise the de0181on, and contlnued to occupy Plchqull untal

’ 'thelr forceful ev1ct10n from the terraln 1n 1808 by the ~

- sale but merely as a temporary rental agreement

alcalde mayor of Totonlcapén and Huehuetenango, Rrudenc;o f'

de Cosar.AB_y B

-

An equally heated dlspute OVer 1and ownershlp took

J

, place 1n the early nlneteenth century between the Indlan',t”
'communltles of Jacaltenango and Todos Santos Cuchumatén.~r
Confllct was agaln centred on land whlch formed a boundary

between the two towns.- Confrontatlon on thls occasiBn

‘jh ‘apparently orlglnated because the Indlans of Todos Santos ‘_‘"

con81dered that they had bought land from the1r Jacalteca
nelghbours whlle the 1atter v1ewed the. exchange not as 8 L
by I

The ‘land under contest ‘was. 1n an ares called Gechec,

tradltlonally Jacalteca eJldo but clalmed by Todos Santos

through purchase" from Jacaltenango. In 181h, numerous,.

famllles from Todos Santos who-worked plots of land at

: Gechec reported that Indiana from Jacaltenango, Petat&n, . ;d

\ K} Lo
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“and Concepclon had 1nvaded and burned thelr homes, had

‘,attacked and threatened 1nnocent people,,and had made off
( f\ 'v,/ . . .
W1th 12 sacﬁs of corn.hs The Cuchumatecos swlftly retall— -

 ated. By 1817, after a serles of attacks and counter @“
: attachs, the 51tuat10n had deterlorated to such a degree
_ﬂhat the parlsh prlest of Jacaltenango, Jose Le6n Faboada,
: warned Crown off1c1als of the p0881b111ty of . "a murderous

L6

rlot,wrth-grave consequences" In an attempt to. settle

vthe'feud the alcalde mayor of Totonlcapan and Huehuetenango, -
:Manuel Jose de Lara, arranged a meetlng wlth p&rlsh repre-::
:isentatlves and afterward! ordered 21 complete remeasurement

of the land boundarles between the two commun1t1es.d Thls

move seems‘to have had llttle 1mpact however,ifor Jacal- Vged'

.“tenango and Todos Santos were Stlll blckerlng over 1and

’Jurlsdlctlon 1n the mld—nlneteenth century.hT R . L
o Dlsputes over land ownershlp developed not only ,.‘ g

L . . ‘YS
between ne1ghbour1ng communitles but also w1th1n communltles I

"between rlval parclalldades.j Nowhere was thlB 1nternal con-

w'tfllct more marked than at Sacapulas. Throughout the last : ﬂg;.”‘

Vng\arter of the e1ghteenth century, the varlous soc1al groups

"whlch comprlsed the congregaclén were ‘in almost contlnual

et

e
£

COlllSlOn as each calpul or parclalldad sought to ga1n

«
BV

»

oy i}t;,;',

control over as much land in the v1c1n1ty of Sacapulas asj~
‘ p0881b1e (see Map 5) Thus the parcialida of San Pedro

: waged a long legal battle aga1nst the parcialldades of

'Santlago and San Sebastlén, prln01p&lly over the rlght of |

4

’,the former factlon to have access to the sallnas (salt
L .

.;works) 1llegally domlnated by the latter.hB Slmllarly5




B 'Spanlsh Indlan contact stretchlng from Aguacatan and

'e.late colon1a1 perlod as 1t 18 today. The uses to whlch

_ the parclalldad of San Franclsco was embr01led 1n a lengthy

‘lltlgatlon w1th the parc1a11dad of Santo Tomés, chlefly over

attempts by the latter factlon to restrlct the access of the;/
former to fertlle 1rrlgable land 1n parts of the Rio Negro
valley.hgi- | | | » “ | |

Land drsputes were therefore a prevalent-feature of
»»elghteenth- and nlneteenth—century 11fe 1n several commun-mc.r‘.;;”Hf
s1t1es of the southern Cuchumatén reglon.- Confllct most

often occurred w1th1n the more densely settled zone of

Sacapulas 1n the east to Chlantla and Huehuetenango 1n f
:"'fthe centre south and beyond to Jacaltenango and Hulsta 1n’9fe~ﬂf}fﬁae}

the west Land was as hlghly prlzed durlng the mlddle and

-

-..‘iﬁl

“t‘land 1n the Cuchumatanes was put w1ll now be brlefly sketched

o e :5'_
The Agrlcultural Economy

R I AR T P TF MR ETLY DR

Throuéh theblntroductlon of.new tools;hnew eropg;,f*'
hand domestlcated anlmals, the Spanlards radlcally and
hflrrevocably altered patterns of 1and use 1n the Cuchumatan
fhlghlands. The European conquerors had llttle success,!d.;ho.%/f‘
hhowever,tlnbcreatlng an agrlcultural economy whlch was oﬁ////"
t»omuch commerclal slgnlflcance,,81mply because most/parts of :f:
;Ythe Cuchumatanes were envirpnmentally unsuitable for colonlal
hcash crops such/gs cacao and indlgo;k/One/ot the few market;i;_

'orlented actiV1t1es made possible/ty the physical endowment L

:rof the reglon was the ralslng of llvestock._ .1Tfidr'gi

SR
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‘.

Several Indlan towns areadocumented as supportlng _

51zeable herds of llvestock, partlcularly sheep Fuentes'

y Guzmén yfor 1nstance, recorded "large and plentlful

flocks of sheep,’all Vlth excellent meat" at Santlagoﬁ

: Chlmaltenango,sp Joseph de Olvarrleta and Archblshop

Cortes y Larraz noted the same at San Lorenzo, San Juan

' Ixcoy, San Pedro Soloma, San Mlguel Acatan, San Sebastlén

“ACoatén, Santa Eulalla, and San Mateo Ixtatén.?% Although

‘most natlve COmMHnltleB kept some anlmals, whether sheep,:Q

‘ goats, plgs, tnrkeys, chlckeni or eVen a few head of

‘cattle, Indlan stock ralslng 1n the Cuchumat&n hlghlendsii

V;Wool production fostered the development of weaving in the

:H;was fsr surpassed by the pastoral PurSU1t5 °f the SpanlSh =

fyzhaclendas of the reglon. .

PN

" -"'"‘.», ;

o dents of Huehuetenango at the end of the seventeenth v
szcentury depended for thelr llvelihood on hac1endas whlch o

fpralse all klnds of llvestock because the countryslde here f;"

’"Tranches were On the Altdh de Chlantla where, in addltlon to

'f'horses, mules, and cattle, tens of thousands of sheep were‘

-(»- \

uwgrazed On the Moscoso holdings alone, over 20 000 sheep
"lwere ra1sed "for the supply of wool and meat"'chlefly to

- Huehuetenango, Quezaltenango, and Santlago de Gua.tema.la.s3 74~

224

Accordlng to Fuentes ¥ Guzmén, the Span1sh res;—;fie,fpl217;uft

1*lls 1deally sulted for thls type of actlvlty" 5 The largest _j#fn”'

.‘dlstrlct especiallyeamong the Indlans of Chlantla, H“ehue_j’*’

}ltenango, and Santa Isabel.?h Meat productlon and preserva-,'

‘h

g tlon was facilltated by the proximlty to two 1ocalosalt o

! sources, at Sac&pulas and San Mateo Ixtat&n.ss Twlce yearly,f;

AR e ol
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dthe 11vestock 1ndustry of the Cuchumatanes vas glven added
Vltallty by the agrlcultural falrs held at Chlantl& 1n con-'-’
“Ejunctlon w1th extravagant rellglous ceremonles related to

. the cult of the Vlr&}n.56 These falrs attracted buyers and f-'

‘ -sellers of quallty llvestock from all over Meklco and Central

V'V'Amerlca and together w1th regular transactlons, must have

4,'vrepresented a modest but noteworthy source of alcabala or _)'
'*?sales tax 1ncome for the Spanlsh Crown.s,7

Although locally and to a lesser extent, reglonally

4

fff;olmporta%t the Cuchumatén llvestock 1ndustry must be properly

: u§v1ewed agalnst the larger and more wldespread backdrop of i'ipff}iﬁi

TfiIndlan subs1stence and trlbute-orlented agrlculture. Natlve bff

ﬁ'd”been met and trlbute pa1d thls could elther be stored or fo,f'

-fi.quake, ‘an outbreak of dlsease,,or an 1nvaslon of locusts, g[ff}

'::jbananas, apples, and peaches, were 1ntroduced by the

A“},communltaes worked the 1and prlmarlly to Bubslst and to pay

’gCrown or encomendero trlbute.; Durlng years of good harvests,

“fﬂfthere mlght be 8 surplus left after subslstence needs had ';}ﬂﬂjtdl

.Vd?traded In tlmes °f crlBlB, brought on by drought, earth—;d'd"‘

2.

'"fthere was barely enough food to surv1ve even before trlbute
'*was due.se, SR
The Indlans grew a varlety of crops.i Some were

*x”age old staples, such as malze, beans,’chlle peppers, and

5ﬁdsquash others, 11ke wheat :sugar cane. onlons, garllc,.

aSpanlards.n Indlan towns tended to speclalise, then as n
t:now, in produc ng whateVer vas best sulted to the 1ocal
Wf settlng._ Thus ,ugar cane was cultlvated at San Ildefonso :5*

ﬁffIxtahuacén, San Pedro Necta,,and San Andrés Cullco.sgv."




' _2h reales B jug

| fjthe Spanlsh re31dents of Cludad Real de Ch1apa8, Comltén,

Llithe Cuchumatanes vas almost negl1glb1e 1n the 81xteenth

'»,\

Salt was produced by Sacapulas and San Mateo Ixtatan; and
was taken by 1t1nerant merchants a8 far away as Chlapas,”'

4Quezaltenango, and Suchltepequez, where/lt was traded for‘sv

' cacao and cotton.éo- Todos Santos grew apples and made from ef

'them each year- more than 2000 Jugs of clder whlch sell for‘
D S _ :
61 Wheat, the cultlvatlon of Whlch was
'taught to the Indlans by m1381onar1es 1n the 51xteenth ;‘gf'fifa;-- fx

- century,é2 was grown as a cash crop at Santa MarIa Cunen,

'f§San Sebastlén Coatén, and Concepclén, 1t was used to feed

5 man i el L et

Ftnre o smis

A Chlantla, and Huehuetenango.§3] A small amount of cacao 'f'¥

.?i{and achlote, a: vegetable dye used to colour food was

g st B o,

;ef‘produced at Hulsta, San Andres Cullco, and San Andres:“

'df7Jacaltenango.§F And bananas and p1neapples were grown»5f7'”
'65’31."'” L e e

‘lﬁ3at Pur1f1cac16n Jacaltenango. ;'1

The land was therefore put to good use, by both

3ffSpan1ard and Indlan allke., Spanlsh 1nterest 1n land 1n

e

i;fﬁ'

“dcentury,_wlth the p0351ble exceptiOn of the Huehuetenango

0.

rarea.v Thlsllnterest became 1ncrea31ngly 1mportant durlng

fthe seventeenth century depre881on, and contlnued quxte |
i;drmnreselvely throughout the elghteenth century up unt11
“rylndependence 1n 1821.; Land acqulsltlon by Spanlards had
:i_llttle 1mpact on natlve communltlea until the end of the-;yv*

‘rseventeenth century when the Indlan populatlon began 1ts.f.7'"'“

i,demographlc recovéry after a- century and a half of decllne.ayf

";A growlng natlve populatlon claehlng w1th Spanlsh de81res

":for land resulted between 1700 and 1821, 1n a spate of '



'confllct over.land rlghtstand ownersh1p.- Dlsputes developed-
't‘between‘Spanlards and Indlans, and also between and wlthln_n
a:'natlve communltles.' The haclenda or great estate certalnly C
7:iemerged 1n parts of the Cuchumat&n hlghlands, but whlle v

. L ey

Spanlsh encroachment wes by no means 1nslgn1f1cant, the

""In_c'i'i‘a'ns:fé‘anaéed'z to r:vve,ta,fin' pq segs:i‘@n";qf f.‘m@y-:aff th‘e'iru.'ff R

’-;ancestral lands Explanatll >of such a pattern lles 1nter-‘f5’tx,'f
";gtw1ned in- the physlcal remoteness of the reglon, ltS llmlted 7:frf>
'"_economlc potentlal the nature of Spanlsh colonlallsm 1n'@fffjft"

'-fCentral Amerlca, and the tenaclty and wllllngness Of the

qb*Ind1ans to exerclse thelr rlghts as subjects of the Crown

'nf:by enterlng 1nto the often lengthy and complex lltlgatlon

’::process. Colon1a1 1andhold1ng in the Cuchumatanes thereforefr;gi.;v;

*f;bears llttle resemblance to either the Chevaller "North

vf,hMexlcan"’nodel or the Taylor "Oaxaca" example.‘ The Cuchu-.yf*

h"matén pattern, rather, straddles i convenient mlddle ground '

f_between both extremea.if? '



.a{fIbero—Amerlcana No. 35, (Berkeley and Los- Anggles:. Univer— .~
~ sity of California. Press, 1951) and F. ‘Chevalier, La Formation

ﬂjff51ecles, (Paris: ~Institut: d'Ethnologie, 1952) ~The" latter
- . has, ‘been translated by Alvin- Eustls and edlted by Lesley ‘B,
“Simpson as Land and Society in. Colonial Mexico: - The Great -

'ijUnlverslty of Callfornla Pres 1973)
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Sl ) lAn excellent rev1ew of haclenda llterature is
v~conta1ned in- Magnus MSrner' s .eritical hlstorlographlcal

. essay "The Sparnish American Hacienda: ' A Survey of Recent
:[Research and Debate", Hispanic: Amerlcan Hlstor1ca1 Rev1ew, T

 'Vol 53 No May 1973, pp 183 216

2W Borah New Spaln 8" Century of Depre881on,.'

‘des grands doma1nes au Mexique: Terre et socléte aux XVI- XVII

f;75Ha01enda, (Berkeley and Los Angeles.;,Unlyers;ty of,Calrforn;a i5
*ﬂjPress, 1970) gg _,? L ST e D e s e e T T

SRR AR hM J MacLeod, Spanlsh Central Amerlca : A Soclobzgfjfi:;f1
" ecemomic’ Hlstory, 1520~ ~1720, (Berkeley and Los Angeles.'”'* BRI SR

o sy ek

B 5MacLeod, _R t., pp. 230 and 308
MacLeod, _E , t., p 309

Cm 7W B Taylor, Landlord and Peasant in Colon1a1
ijOaxaca, (Stanford Stanford Unlverslty Press, 1972)

8Taylor, gg ei .,‘p.;201

B . 9W B Taylor,3"Landed Soc1ety in New Spaln'- A V1ew o
;;from the South™", Hlspanic American Hlstorlcal Rev1ew, Vol Sh__]ty
i_’No. 3 August 197 389 S IR LT eI Ut o

S loTayl°rs "A VleV from the South" ﬂ;ﬂj;Cibktjﬁt,iw1
. 387 hpger G T TR A Bl

RS

‘a
e’ . ,‘

llMacLeod,égg »ci ) PP 37h 389
S 12A Reclnos, Mono

ivtenan 0, (Guatemala.u
v‘PP 55-55 f;v;[k




. ‘229a

PRI - Sherman, Forced Native Labour in Sixteenth

"Century Central America, (Lincoln:. ‘University of. Nebraska

. mining:

- Press, 1979), pp. 71 &and '92; ‘and F.A. de Fuentes y Guzméfn, _
Recordacidn Florlda, (Madrld- Blblloteca de Autores Espaﬁoles,v'by
‘Tomo: CCLI}:v1972) g2 h7 h8 - S S

b
)

'og cit?

:y Guzman; ;g clt.;vpp hh 51 and Rec1nos

9, contaln valuable  summaries of the modest-
§ carried out by both Spanlards ‘and Indlans .
during tH] Ral period. There 1s;also fairly. substantlal

"}yarg al & iatlon on .the subject in the Archivo General:

: Sllver from ‘the mines- of Chlantla was used
urches . throughout Guatemala. The ‘famous image

in the parish: church .known ' as’ Nuestra ‘Sefiora. _
was. 1tself made from the 81lver of " nearby mlnes.-;,.;
- in'the parish church, portraylng a robust - '
oerv181ng the labour’ of & number of: Indlans who ,

E wheelbarrows, haullng loads, and hacklng away 1n
netrating ‘a hillslde,.garlshly records the mlnlng

) of the communlty.ﬁ-- S e e

AGCA;;As;rieg}{2863 exp. h1696
f7c’t_ pp 222 22h and 310 329

: ~_§.' »” P 198

: “5_'".'3" AGCA Al h3,aleg. 2895, exp 26738 andQRecinOSif-""”
‘?igngfci pp.‘l99 2oo RER S S T P A
. 21Rec1nos,__2. c1t., pp 200 201.‘ Debt peonage was

_“the customary means of securlng labour for the haciendas of L
- “the Altos de Chlantla.1 Cf. AGCA, A3 leg 2775, exp. 50090 " '
kT;and Al 2h leg. 6096 exp 55h91 RN
NEEET 2 AGCA Al leg. 6001 exp. 52831 ang Reclnos,'gg c1t.,-g*
: pp.,201 202.‘ The holdings of: Barrutla were . sold in 1830 to fi'xw -
‘Joaqufn Mont' y Prats for 15,000 pesos.o The estate was flnally
dismantled by the Guatemalan government at the end of the_jv
,_nlneteenth century.:,;)v_ P o
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- 23L B. Slmpson, Studles in the Admlnlstratlon ‘of

the Indlans in New Spain, Ibero—Amerlcana No. 7, (Berkeley°' .
~ University of Callfornla Press, 1934 ), 4l ang .7, Veblen, .
The Ecologlcal Culturaﬁ; and Hlstorlcal Bases of Forest -

.- Preservation in Totonidapén, Guatemala,: (Berkeley Unlver—»f.f
'-51ty of California, unZubllshed Ph.D. dlssertatlon, 1975) :

; 339, M.A. Tovilla, Relacidn Hlstorlca Descriptiva de

-.las Provincias de la Verapaz Y de la del ‘Manché, (Guatemela.
;vEdltorlal.Unlversltarla, 1960), 218, contalns an 1mportant P
1/statementk ‘gerding thﬁ;dlphotomy“of.Indianglandholdiﬂg;at*s=-.‘”‘

RV UEhF de SolanoQuTlerra Y Sociedad en. el REIH° de | Rk

‘_”_Guetemala, (Guatemala.y Edl%orlal Unlver31tar1a, 1977) T

o 11153, f?,f_,wg.l- fR S
SAGCA, Al leg 60&2: '_e,xp 53327 Gy F

R '26AGCA Al ll,lleg. 6106 exp 5586h 55865, 55802
. and 55800.~ R | v*\e\ S S

SRR
unentes y~Guzmén,-_£.;c1 X pp 2h 25
28AGCA Al 17 7 wleg 210_.exp 5008 and Al hh

‘jngleg 6115, exp. 56343 'Fuentes y Guzm&n, in hls map of o v
- “the prlnclpal\features of ‘the Corre imiento- of Totonlcap&n.fugﬁﬁ”*

and. Huehuetenango,,actually deplets the. "Ranchos de Santa -
}iEulalla" in Lacanddn: country four. leagues to the north and
west of the. hlghland towngite of Santa Eulalia (see Plate’ l)

?  gP Cortés- ¥ Larraz, Descripcidn. Geograflco-Moral de la Dloce81s\:f

7 de Goathemala, (Guatemala" Sociedad de Geografia’e. Hlstorla,"*'
0 .01958), Vol TI, P 126 ‘also’ mentlons this migration into the"[“ S
“ijLacandén lowlands on the part of the Indlans of San}a Eulalla.ﬂe;,ﬂzl

L 'ﬁ‘ h R - e
R R 29The ecologlcal asset however, was offset by the'u ; TR
) disedvantage of being phy31cally mo e susceptlble to attack .
-by. 1nvad1ng Lacandones.\ Raﬁds 1nto ‘the. ‘northern Cuchumatanes_

. by hostile Lgcandén- Indians were a.common -occurrence through- . - ..

't”out the- colonlal per10d° see Chapter Flve.,f_ L eﬁ_ﬁ_%4v:»w37f}fk}7
L 30AgcA Al leg 5983, exp 52607, and Al leg 6051 e
f=~iexp 53&8& AR e L o e '* ** e

i,'

L ::...‘31AGCA Al 155 6 leg . 386, exp 8055 S

2

‘-7;h32AGCA Al leg. 5950 exp. 5é251

"%;ﬁ33AGCA Al 1eg 59F0:;¢*Pa75225i?f¥<37 :




231

'35AGCA,7A1} 1éga:5960,'e#p,f52251.

35AGCA Al leg 5976 éxg;f52505
e 36AGCA Al leg. 5976,~éip{w52505;”and Aly leg. 3025, .
\’-exp. 29183 e » T e T B I R DU

37AGCA Al leg 5976 eib:,szsos

E e RN R A T AR
38AGCA Al leg. 5976 exp. 52505 S IR IR R SN

B B e L e D e hea

'wf” 39AGCA Al 57 leg 6117, exp 56583

R

SRR hoAGCAg>Al hs 8 1eg 5329, exp.. hh9o7, Al”h§’§,w
&w leg 2928, ~exp. 27&52, and A1 hs 8 leg 2806 exp 2h672

. hlAGCA Al leg.ﬂ5979, exp 5253» e
'f{the Popol YVuh, the Lamaq or Lamaqulb ‘Were one of .the. groupsffhn”

- whlch came- from ‘the East with the. Qulché forefathers. Cfs S
AL Reclnos, Popol ‘Vuh: _The Sacred. Book of the Ancient Qu1che‘h;ﬁqu
. Maya: (Norman Unlverslty -of Oklehoms Press, . l950)s PP 1T0=. o
*,;173,.and R.M; ﬂarmack Quichean Civilization: = The. Ethno- - - R
" historic, Ethnographlc,_and Archaeological Sources, (Berkeleyg;' '

- and Los-Angéles: Unlverslty of Callfornla Press, 1973)

if"pp 207 and 368 369
” "he

kAcedfdlng tc

‘. ...

4~

AGCA Al leg 5978,‘exp 52518

RS h3AGCA Al, les- 5979, exp 52536 Al 1eg 5978 L A

[1exp 52518, and ALl 1eg 6051, exp. 3&70 ‘ The Indlana of wf‘“?f

.ﬁAguacat&n never abandoned their" clalm to:- Plchlqull The1r}3>3_““

- perseverance; fln&lly paid off, because sometime: after 1808f;42v

- ~the- declslon to award P1ch1qu11 to Sacapulas was: reversed 1f“
‘Today, Plchlqull is an aldea of the municiglo of ‘Aguacatfn. RN

~ Cf. MM, Urrutia, Les Diviaibn Politica Y Adminigtrativa de 0

lae Re'ﬁbllca de Guatemala, (Guatemala" ‘Editorial Iberia, .. .
19 l Tomo I ..'. 3. R AR '@ '_‘r; B R ISP

hhAGCA Al hS leg. 6117, exp 56588

_ hsAGCA Al leg..6055.'exp. 535h6,<and Alg{?
leg. 6118,'exp 56709 ‘ i o
e

fffj;fi h6AGCA Al hs 1 leg. 2806, exp. 2h66h _g;_;

h7AGCA B 1oo 1 leg. 1h19, exp. 33#08
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. “BAGCA, Al, leg. 6025, exp. 53126; and Al, leg. 6037, »
< jexp. 53257.. ' L "
H946ca, Al, leg. 6021, exp. 5308L; Al, leg. 6040,

exp. 53305; and Al, leg. 6042, exp. 53327. An excellent
summary of the internal land conflicts at Sacapulas in the
late eighteenth century may be found in Carmack, op. ¢it.,
PP. «206-209. . )

50

Fuehtes Yy Guzmén, gR;xcit},'p? 2L,

4 .
¢ 2

51AGCA,’11.17;?, 1%3. 210, exp. 5008; and Cortés y

Larraz, op, ecit., p. 123. ° : , !

52

Fuentes y Guiméh, gﬁ. cit., p. 23,
53p6ca, Al.2k, leg. 6096, exp. 55491,

5hFuent‘es Y GuZmén;-gRr cit., pp. 23, 2k and 32.

——

. SsFuentes Y .Guzmén, op. cit., pp. 46-L47.

o SSRécinos; op. eit., p. 20k. The agricultural fairs

at Chiantla were held on February 2nd and September 8th each

- year, in conjunction with the Purification of the Virgin and
the Nativity of the Virgin respectively.

5V7AGCA,,Al.ah, leg. 6096, exp. 55491,records the
‘Moscoso holdings alone as paying "cresidas cantidades de
.alcabalas", "large amounts of sales taxes", in addition to
supporting’a'guild of hatmakers in Santiago de‘Guatemala.!f‘

58This was particularly the case during and after

an outbreak of disease. See, for example, AGCA, A3.16,

leg. 2899, exp. 43049; A43.16, leg. 249, exp. 5036; and: "

Al, leg. 6940, ‘exp. 57766. All three expedientes discuss
" the inability of the Indian population of the parish of
Soloma to feed themselves, let alone pay tribute, after

suffering from outbreaks of typhus and measles during the

first quarter of the nineteenth century.

: ! o o . : _ |
59Fuéntes Yy Guzmén, op. eit., pp. 28, 31 and.3?.
- ~6°Fuentes y Guzmén, ég;“citﬂ, p.~h6§'and AGCA, Al.17.7;
‘leg. 210, exp. 5008. - . e T
61 ’

Fuentes y Guzmén, gg. cit., pp. 33¥3h.;.
. : - R \
z;a '\ » \ .
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ALk,

ALY,

N ﬁuentes_y Guzmén, op. cit.

-
a

‘62_Tovilla, op.-cit., p. 208
‘6300rtés.y Lafraz; 32. cit;;’p.’l23; and-AGCA;‘

leg. 6115, exp. 5'6‘3’43.‘1' ] R ' o

. eit., p. 35; and AGCA,

leg. 6115, exp. 56343, _ ‘ Coe :

AGCA, -AL.bL; 1eg. 6115, exp. 56343, |

3

2l
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CHAPTER EIGHTn

COLLAPSE AND RECOVERY: A DEMOGRAPHIC

. PROFILE OF THE . CUCHUMATAN HIGHLANDS

When the isolation of the
New World was broken, when
Columbus brought the two ' oy
s ., halves of this planet

L o ”'together, the American
' S “Indian Jmet for the first

_ ,btlme hlS most hideous

oy -~ enemy: not the white man -
. nor his black servant, but
" “the invisible klllers whlch
. those men brought in thelr

’ blood and breath :

(Alfred W. Crosby, 1972)

vIntroductibn

In many colonlal soc1et1es thereLexists=a"close

©

relatlonshlp between populatlon size and economlc well belng.,:».:»'

Spanlsh Central Amerlca 1llustrates thrsvrelatlonshlp clearly.

The economlc prospects of the colony were 1nt1mately llnked
to 1ts hlstorlcal demography.‘ Thub wlth 8 large populatlon
bfrom which to draw labour, the 1n1t1a1 economlc outlook
:seemed:promising As populatlon decllned during the six~
teenth and seventeenth centurles, a seyere econonlc depres-
'nlon eft 1n. When populatlon began- to increase. towarde the
end’ of the seventeenth?and throughout the. elghteenth century,
the economy rev1ved. -
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3 . .
. . The operation of this erude, causal connection

between populatlon 31ze and economlc well belng permeates ‘ .
a number of de@elopments in Spanlsh Central Amerlca.
:_Indlan depopulatlon was a major factor behlnd the demlse

of the encomiends - system. It also: contrlbuted towards

the. formatlon of the great estate and the emergence of

debt peonage.zJ Such 1mportant developments can therefore

be fully understood only when v1ewed in relatlon to popula—"": b»
‘tlon trends ‘and. fluctu;tlons. It is to the establlshment‘ |
;of e demographlc proflle for the Cuchumatan hlghlands

,durlng the perlod of Spanlsh colonlal rule that this

(3]

chapter is devoted e

»

“Demograph'i‘c Pro fi le of. the. Cuchume.té.n ' Hij;hlan ds ) (1520;1821 )

Any attempt to reconstruct the populatlon hlstory.d tn -
dof the Cuchumatén hlghlands is beset by a lack of con81stent |
,_representat1Ve data. The pauclty of source materlals con--
'Hta1n1ng demographlc 1nformat10n is partlcularly severe for
‘ the 31xteentﬁ and early seventeenth centurles.; The latevt
deeventeenth and elghteenth centurles, by comparlson, are
'jreasonably well~ documented. VPerhaps the safest procedure
‘15 to regard early estlmates of populatlon 31ze as necessar—

'p'11y tentatlve .and to. scrutlnlse with cautlon 1ater calcula?
. . '\4' , . . .,‘
tions before reaching any final conblusions.' G
The earllest surv1v1ng record known to contaln

‘fpopulatlon data for every town in the Cuchumatﬁn hlghlands

“is a llst of trlbutarlos (Indlan trlbute peyers)-for the

years 166h to 1678 Prror to this late'eeventeenthfcentury

] ’ v PR
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&

_tribute count few reliable figures exist The data upon
‘“whlch estlmates of. the magnltude of the 81xteenth century
populatlon can be mede are appalllngly scarce.o Among these
‘ data .are reports of- the size of Indl&n armies encountered

,durlng the battles of conquest as recorded by the chrone.

LI

icler Fuentes Y. Guzmén-h the number of trlbutarlos in

certaln Cuchumatén towns assessed by the Pre81dent of the

aud1enc1a of Guatemala, Alonso L6pez de Cerrato, between

v

‘ 15h8 and 1551 5 and the number of trlbutarlos in the town

uof Huehuetenango, assessed by Pres1dent Garcia de Valverde

between 1578 end 1582 3

An estlmate based.on the‘51ze of theﬂIndran armles
whlch confronted Spanlsh forces between 1525 and 1530
dsuggests that the contact populatlon of the Cuchumatén‘ fo
}fhlghlands was perhaps around 150 000 ) Th1s flgure 1nd1cates:
;*that the late pre Conquest p0pulatdon of the reglon may |
i,have numbered as much as 260 000 roughly the same size as‘
'Ithe Cuchumatén populatlon 1n the m1d twentleth century.?i l

ie Of the two slxteenth century trlbute counts whlch

» contain 1nformatlon relatlng to Cuchumatan towns, the onef;

v-jhmade_by Valverde is more rellable than the earller count

h~nsde>by Cerrato because the latter relled partly on reports
‘submlttedeﬁy local Indlan 1eaders (cac1gues) rather than on
[,personal town 1nspections conducted by offlclals of the |
Crown.‘ In order to reduce the amount of trlbute demanded

by the Spanlards, end thus perhaps secure more for them-'

selves,'lt is posslble that cacigues under reported the

number of ellglble tr1butar1os each town supported.a‘cThe




".iIndlan hetween ‘the. ages of. 18 and 50 roughly one out of

'thowns 1n the Cuchumatan hlghlands, Huehuetenango accounts

237
Valverde oount :undertaken personally by the Pre ME,t and
deslgnated offlclals,,ls partlcularly useful because it
contalns two flgures' the first is epparently a. revrsed
yer51on of the gfrrato assessment datlng back to the m1d—'
“31xteenth century whlle the second is the new ﬁglyerde
Assessment of 1578 1582.9 \

The town of Huehuetenango, formerly assessed at 570

~tr1but&rlos, was adgusted downwards by Valverde to 367 trlb-.

fiutarlos.lo, A trlbutarlo at thls tlme was a. marrled male'

TR 0 Mt s 2 el e e e

“every flve persons would heve fallen 1nto thls category ll.i'

DA

' The Valverde statlstlcs therefore suggest a total populatlon
'“»for Huehuetenango 1n the mlddle years of the 81xteenth cen— -
vtury of around 2800 ‘e flgure whlch by 1580 had fallen to -

tnaround 1800 . In the trlbute l1st for l66h 1678 the earlaest S

‘known document w1th comprehen81ve trlbute date for'all hO

h:for 3 9 per cent of the total number of trlbutarlos.lgfyfj'f vl7ﬁ7"

lfAssumlng that Huehuetenango represented thls same proportlon

SRS R
R
. %'
. B
"{ 4

"1n the slxteenth century, then the total number of Cuchu-:'b

'«matan trlbutarlos in 1550 was around lh 600 and 1n 1580 was

,around 9&00 %;:flng a populatlon to trlbutarlo ratlo of flve\
i

gures 1nd1cate that the populatlon of the N

fto one, thes
:Cuchumatén highlands in 1550 mey heve numbered about 73 000
and in 1580 mey have numbered ebout h7 000. '
These estlmatee alone are hlghly tentatlve,_but it
is nos81ble to prov1de some 1ndependent frame of reference

gby whlch they can assume greater credlbillty.7 According to_"

]




””ffthat a contact populatlon of 150 000 the estlmate for the.:_a

'”7_@the Valverde count. A m1d slxteenth century populatlon of

'l:,73 OOO would by 1580 have numbered around 37 000. Thls;r'”

. L R . . . L
both MacLeod and Veblen; the m1d 51xteenth century popula—

tlon of hlghland Guatemala probably numbered approx1mately
‘one half the SlZe of the contact populatlon owlng to the
cdevastatlng 1mpact of the gucumatz plague of lShS 15h8 ohﬂ';‘.
Slmllarly, the number of Indlans allve 1n the year 1580 o

was about one half that of the mld-31xteenth century because

of the equally devastatlng 1mpact of the matlazéhuatl

,pandemlc of 1576 1581 3 Acceptance ‘of thls the51s means

3 ;Cuchumatanes obtalned from the s1ze of Indlan armles con—V |
”.frontlng the Spanlards durlng the battles of conquest would
*fby 1550 have fallen to about 75 OOO Thls flgure compareslff‘-u L

’:iexceptlonally well w1th the estlmate of 73 OOO derlved from:;fc

[ 'z

-mvflgure compares reasonably well w1th the estlmate of hT 000

5?also derlved from the Valverde assessment

For ciose to 100 years after the Valverde count ;udﬁ
'ithere is almost no known documentatlon Whlch contalnsbgih
demOgraphlc 1nformat10n relatlng to Cuchumatﬁn commun1t1es.¥§y3; -
lThe'one exceptlon is an’ eccleslastlcal census for the yeeri;s
. 160h whlch llsts the number.of towns and VECanB (house~f |
r"holders) under the charge of the Domlnlcan monastery at

LM
Sacapulas. Unfortunately, this census includes only those
vsettlements under the ecclealastlcal Jurisdlctlon of thej
,Domlnlcan and Franclscan orders.l S1nce the majorlty of |

Indlan towns 1n the Cuchumatanes were under the rel1glousfc__ao»nff

1adm1nlstrat10n of the Mercedarlan order, and-consequently¢,
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.yere not recorded the utlllty of thls otherw1se 1mportant
l.source 1s mlnlmal.l5 N ' | | h

The trlbute count of l66h 1678 1§ the next document ~t
after the Valverde assessment of 1578 1582;wh1ch contalnsv';
. det&lled demographlc data on the Cuchumatén hlghlands.‘
vThls extremely valuable document glves a complete break—:'

,Q.

: hdown, bxrtown and occas1onally by parclalldad of“the entire'

_,,.

htrlbute paylng populatlon of the reglon. The total nun/ez L

- of trlbutarlos at thlB t1me was hoho 1/2 6 _Fuentes ¥,

Guzm&n, durlng the second half of the seventeenth century,

’Jreckoned on a populatlon to tri'utarlo ratlo of four to

cf?one.%j U51ng thls same ratlo, hOhO 1/2 trlbute payers

£ would be 1nd1cat1ve of a total Cuchumaten populatlon of ‘f.ﬂvo

dh%ﬁl6 162 between the years 166h and 1678

TN S ; :
For the remalnder of the colonlal perlod there 1s

f5fno shortage of rellable and comprehen81Ve sources, chlefly

>9_1n the form of unpubllshed documents 1n the Archlvo General :[

uﬁlde Centroamerlca, up0n whlch to reconstruct the populatlona’»“

'Afhlstory of the Cuchumatﬁn hlghlands. The abundant elghteenth g

,and early nlneteenth century documents from wh1ch demographlcvﬁfj;f'

'edata can be gleaned 1nclude trlbute llsts,_reports of off1~’ﬂ -

':crals of the Crown, eccleslastlcal records,‘and metlculous

*censuses whlch enumerate the Cuchumatén populatlon in’ great,
 }}deta1l by age, sex,‘class, and race.y Thia 1nformat10n is
“fgsynthe51sed 1anable 12 and is repreaent graphlcally in

,inlagram 2 | | F . b
| Theboverwhelmlng feature of the hlstorlcal demography

Ef“of the Cuchumat&n hlghlands 1s the catastrophlc decline 1n f
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 TABLE 12

" THE POPULATION OF THE CUCHUMATAN HIGHLANDS (1520-1825)

Year .-

Population

\ﬁ .8 L
'. Source o

V.

1520

1525-1530

11550

1580

166h51678f1,;15
1690
' '} ’31760 f'.

"1vs§;rjfc-j

1778

.;;; 1779,3:
' 1782:H
51ﬁ3  1
inféhvfivl

ares

. i79°'j

L 1797-1798

1801

‘.:1325’;¥1”

260,000 -

73,000

47,000

>:;f‘27 505v*73
l‘ifza ol

‘”;‘23’021 ; 

150,000 -

16,162

 :*-19;8245'Qf‘”Fuentes y Guzman, Recbrdacién’plorida;f'“'

CEe |
: Ce :P/T ratlo of b 1

f}éj;ﬁlB[ﬂ',.fCortes ¥ Larraz, Descr1Dc16n Geogrérzco-f

'9‘25‘657-?j_
Cakes -
o 678f{ 
 ;23{623:f< 
i © . P/T ratio or k.82: 1.
| Qk;;é9l: '?Hidalgo. Gaceta de Guatemala! S

27,471 AGCA:A3. 16, leq. 2&3. exp? l*853-  S
”" " . ’ *P/T ratio of b 82 l. “ o B A
29,571 AGCA:AS3. 16, les. 953, exp- 17773- o
RE - P/T rntio or h 82:1.v B :

;'3k;69if

&

.:_Extrapolat1on of size of Indlan armles»A

recorded by Fuentes y Guzman

_ 'Estlmate based on 31ze of Indlan armlea
‘_recorded by Fuentes Y Guzm&n '

AGI: AG966 P/T' ratlo ‘of 5 1 Huehue-‘

»_tenango .ag 3 9% of Cuchumatan trlbutarlos

‘;AGI AG966 P/T ratlo of S l.~ Huehue-

tenango as 3 95 of . Cuchumaﬁpn trlbutarldﬁ

iAGCA tA3. 16 leg. lGOl,‘exp 26391. s e
. P/T. ratlo of b:1, o

AGCA A3 16 1eg 950, exp-»l7715

”f ’Mora1 de la Diocesis de Goathemala._= .

fAGCA Al hh, 1eg. 6097,.exp 55507

iAccA Al hh, leg 6097,,§kp;.5sso7

fiAGCA TAL. uu leg 6q97,fé§§ﬁ"55507;

: AGCA Al hh leg '6097;'§iplh5556f:

4J;AGCA Al hh, 1@3.»6097; eips-SSSOT

',fAGCA A3 16, leg. 2%6,'exp. h912.; ”}”E;i
P/T ratio of L. 82.~;__ : I 5

AGCA: A3. 16 leg. 237, exp h706

[_'1AGcA :B, Bh 3, leg. 1135.jexp. 26030 2603h _"“

A“P/T . Population ‘to- Tribgtario Rutio.
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R L 2k

.v'populatlon follow1ng the Spanlsh conquest \Massive demo-.
&

.graphlc collapse\probably began 1n the years 1mmed1ately

Y

rpreceding the battles of conquest and contlnued throughout
S &
- the 31xteenth and for most of the seventeenth century..r
B Reaching 1ts nadlr about 1670, population began to recover

uand grow throughout the elghteenth century, although there ;/"'

were stlll occaslonal fluctuatlons.: By the end of the

" colonlal perlod populatlon was: ~on ‘8 steady, lf Sllsh*

-fjupward trend The explanatlons of thls overall pattern

3”fjof decline, recovery, and growth will ‘now’ be dlscussed.’.-"

e;Causes:offﬁenogréphic"Collapsefand:Readjustnent,5u

Amldst an almost perennlal controversy, recent
'*research by a number of scholars has conv1nc1ngly demon-;*”' '

o

'"“ﬂstrated that several parts of the New World were: densely

‘F:tlpopulated on. the eve of their "discovery" by the Old World

wand that natlve American populatlons decllned drastically 3

'7ft1n 31ze followlng contact w1th the European 1nvaders. _3“

”The traditional 1nterpretat10n of the catastrophlc decllne

'iaof the 1nd1genous population 1n Spanish America, between 80 )

v Vand 90 per cent 1n some regions, 18 the Lexenda Negra, or »ffif
’-1Black Legend ‘whlch attributes the post contact decrease jfﬁ"ft“”

lVin Indlan numbers to the unmltlgated slaughter,vruthlessbft
N

”ffenslavement _and harsh exploitation of the native population

.;by Spanish conquerors and colonists.19 It 1s not difficult

"wto find ref"ences 1n the literature which support the thESISIZ:?tLV
'h;of the Black Legend.. According to Bartolomé de las Casas,g'

'ilfor example, five mlllion Indian 1ives were lost 1n Guatemala ipfv”*



243
»IN‘_: @xy,.

alone because of ‘the - excess?s of the conqulstador Pedro.de

.. r?’ 2

Alvarado and hls henchmen In las Casas',own words

» And thls I dare afflrm, that the enormltles
committed by ,f} him especlally that was
sent to Guatemala ... are enough to- £ila

. & particular’ volume, so many- Were the
- fslaughters,‘v1olences, injuries, butcheries,
‘. “and beastly desolations [commited by] that
abominable tyrant [Pedro de Alvaradol; how
many tears, how - ‘many - 31ghs did he- provoke,,
-upon how many did he brlng desolatlon in ..
“hig worldly pilgrimage and endanger thelr
,damnatlon in the world to come?20 .

c,nIt ‘is now qulte certaln, however, that the prlnc1pal

cause of aborlglnal depopulatlon was not massacre and m1$—~

'f-ff}treatment at the hands of the conquer1ng Spanlards but the'gvl

'e'QTWOrld llved 1n v1rtual 1solat10n from those of the Old

75;the re31stance of Amerlcan Indlans to most of the maJor B

f{introductlon by the 1nvaders of Old World dlseases to whlch

3"ffthe Indlans of the New World had no natural phy31ologlcal

e .21___‘ :

¥ '1mmun1ty' ;‘/‘;1;¥ uu:.{f-@iv@f' :51‘?f'nf5v_}

Slnce\the submergence of the Berlng land brldge

EEPE

V'»fabout lO 000 years ago unt11 the comlng of the Europeans

RO n'

95,?1n the late flfteenth century, the 1nhab1tants of the New

Cs

";world Thﬂs long perlod or 1solatlon weakened con51deraﬁly&r e
n.,f~:”‘,1,
’7¢5d1seases of manklnd.: P0881b1y because of the harsh cllmate
"nf;characterlstlc of Slberla, the 1and brldge, and Alaska,;}
"fmany diseases were never carrled over: from the Old World

Ewto the New WOrld by the flrst mlgrants, the Arctlc cold 5f

'ﬂ;'slmply killed off both the dlsease organlsms and those

w.humans sufferlng from chronlc 31ckness or contamlnatlon.-‘

-~

1-fA1terna - anatlons may be thet the mlgratlons across S



'“if}fAmerlca by Spanlsh conquerors and colonists, thelr devas-}ﬁo;ﬁ'7rw
‘*fftatlng effect on hltherto 1solated human commun1t1es mey

;-;.well have caused 1n the words of one scholar,q"the greatest
R 25 ;
~.was smallpox.__ The 1mpact of smallpox on the natlve_‘;
'H,h as the 1mpact of the Black Death of 13h6 to 1350 on fﬁiff‘
"“hIndlans who came.ln contact WIth the.- dlsease must have ;ff

“’fvperlshed The Franclscan chronlcler, Tor1bio de i‘fﬂfs =

"i,"Motollnfa, has 1eft behind a vlvid descriptlon of the

ol a

fthe Berlng Strslt occurred so‘long ago that manyidlseasem
.v had not yet evolved 1n the Old World before the departure»i
: of the. Amerlndlan ancestors, or. the orlglnal group of o~
imlgrants wss so small that the 1oss of 1mmun1ty factors

22

was due to genetlc drlft.,» Whatever the reason, thei
1nhsb1tants of the New World developed tolerances‘only for"
.8 11m1ted number of 1ndlgenous Amerlcan dlseases.r Durlng

E pre Columhlan tlmes, the Indlsns of Amerlcs appeervto have
ftbeen subJected prlmarlly to gastro 1ntest1nal dlsturbances j”
and . resplratory dlsorders.Z?h Prlor to the arrlval of the:hdi,
jSpanlards,-therefore, the Indlans enJoyed an ex1stence” e
hrelatlvely free of 1nfect10us d1seases.; Maladles such

.Qias smallpox,.measles,.mumps, typhus,.lnfluenzs, and dlptherlaef‘fhigé-

J-—all of whlch were endemlc to the Old World--vere completelyi[[hff”f?

'ihunknown.. When these dlseases were 1nadvertently brought to

"[destructlon of 11ves 1n hlstory" 2h _Jh;pfff;‘f75£7flgfj3?f':*,?iv

The flrst Ol% World dlsease to arrive 1n Amerlca it:f'ﬂ‘

,populatlon of: the New World was at least as CatECIysmlc aiff,ww

".’)

"7Eur0pean society, that is, one-third to one-half of the

26

'vrevage of smallpox on the Indlsns of Mexico.ng'h"“



"i:fperhaps by pulmo
fiffour years before the entrada of Pedro de Alvarado, the

““7fInd1ans of highland Guatemala were reeling from thelr 1n1t1al ;g”-

°%fliof dead among the people ;; in that period v when the 'ff’ﬁ'

‘;ahout 12 years later by a pandemic of measles.' Thereafter,

"T*maJor outbreaks of Old World diseases were a common feature | '

-éhsﬁ‘

‘The f1rst plague was an. epldemlc of
smallpox. ,It broke out in this manner,
eHernando Cortes was Captain and Governor
8t the time when Captain Pénfilo ‘de
lNarv&ez landed here [early in 1520]
- On one of his BhlpS came a Negro strlcken
with smallpox 8 disease that was. unknown - . Sk
~in this land. . New Spain was very thickly - T S
. ~populated at thls time. When the smallfv__ . R LT
pox began to infect- the Indians, there -~ - N
. was 80 much sickness and.pestilence among - = . .
"~.them in all the land that . in most provinces. R
‘bmore than half of the people died,kwhereas e
- in others the- number:-was somewhat smaller.-;g.;“
' Besides, they were accustomed the healthy I
.~ and the 'sick, to bathe frequently, ‘and T
" because they did - not cease doing this,q- S IR
ﬂthey died like flies. .’Many succumbed . . ©
‘also to hunger because, all taking sxck L
. at the same time,’ they were ‘unable to ’fafp T
j_‘a831st one another. 'There was'no one ~ - . ooC
. to give them bread or: anything else.»‘In;gjfy;'“ o
;- ‘many places it happened that’ all of the S
.7+ same household ‘died.: Since it was: im-"
";ﬁp0881b1e to: bury all the dead ‘in order _ e g
~to remove the offensive ‘odor that came. fggay’:f~iﬂf‘_;f,
- .from the- ‘corpses, their houses were. "_ e e
;- . thrown . over -them, and thus their home
“;gvbecame their sepulcher BT il LA

et S A st T o e

/jSoon after sweeping through Central Mexico,psmallpox ﬁVf;

vl .A

"ﬁh?spread southwardthto the highlands of Guatemala, accompanled

y plague or typhus.a§ By the end of 1520 :p;i

‘encounter with what MacLeod has appropriately called "the
L S :
“ﬂjshock troops of the conquest" 29 The chroniclers of the:'f;{‘,}

'7Cakchiquel lament that 1t "was in truth terrible, the number

'iﬂiplague raged" 30 This first bout or pestilence was followed




'

e . .

v

of Indian life in colonial Guatemala and consistently

resulted in high mortality among the immunologically

t

defenseless native populatlon (see Table 13)

It is unllkely that the. Indlén\peoples of the
Cuchumatén hlghlands escaped these deadly V181tatlons.'
'The testlmony of Thomas Gage; 1n connectlon wlth“an out—
. break of typhus in 1631 indicates that the 1mpact ‘of

kg disease tended to*be w1despread'

. .The year following [1631] all that i
o country [highland Guatemala] was -

generally infected with a kind of .

- contagious sickness, almost as
infectious as the plague, which' they
call tabardillo (typhus). This fever
in the very inward parts and bowels

~scarce.continued to the seventh day

‘but commonly took its vietims avay
from the world to a grave the third -

. or fifth day. The filthy smell and

- stench which- came from those who lay

Bick of thls digease was enough to
: infect the rest of the house, and
4o all that came to .see them. It rotted v
.+ their very mouths and tongues, and : L
" made them as black as coal before they
, died. Very few Spaniards were infected
' " “with this contagion, but the Indians
' generally were taken wjth it.31

In addltlon to being affected by dlseases of pan-
udemlc proportlon,.such as the one descrlbed above and those
. llsted in Table 13, the Tndian peoples of the Cuchumat&n
1 hlghlands were also exposed throughout the colonlal perlod
vto more locallsed outbre;ks of diseese...These are lleted
in Table lh. e - - ; S
The recurrent outbreak of diseases to wthh the

‘ native population was 1mmunologlcally defenseless is the



TABLE 13

’D.

o

MAJOR OUTBREAKS OF DISEASE IN HIGHLAND GUATEMALA (1519 1750)

WHICH WOULD HAVE AFFECTED THE NATIVE POPULATION

i

OF THE-CUCHUMATANES

Impact

History, . (Berkeley and Los- Angeles'

" Press, 1973, pp. 98—100)

Year_ Diseésé’
1519-1520 "Smallpoxf&ﬂd perhapé also Very‘high_mortality. At
pulmonary plagueé or typhus. least one-third of the
. " “Indian populatlon would
| .have perfshed
1532-1534 Sarampién (Measles) »H1gh mortal1ty among Indlans
l5h5—15h8;I Peste (pneumonlc plague) ‘Very hlgh mortality’ among
’ Gucumatz (a type of plague) -the Indians. Several ¥
.v1llages entlrely w1ped out.
15716-1581"° Peste, viruela (smallpox), - -High mortallty among
- . matlaz&huatl (typhus?), g Indians. Sev"al(vlllages
_ * and gucumatz.f , L again entirely wiped out.
160741698 ' Tabardillo (typhus and/or .-Disease only arfeéted
a type of plague) " Indians. Spaniards
. untouched: = | /»
N ) y » ‘ ) .. . /
1631 % Tabardillo R v . Many deaths amoug/Indlans
1650 Gucumatz, bubonic plague. Great death Vlllages
» . ‘ disappeared. : :
1666 Peste, tabardillo. Many deaths among Indians.
1686 - Typhus and/of pneumonic ‘ High mortality,
/ " plague. T
1593-1695 Saramp16n, viruela, and . " High mortality.
' typhus. : '
1704-1705  Peste ’ -
1708-1709 ' Peste | Only Indians affected.
1710 1711 Peste g R Villages wiped out.
S : : 5 '
1733 Peste, smallpox, typhoid. ‘Many deaths ‘
17h1 Tabardillo - S
1746 Tabardillo -
Source: M.J. MacLeod, Spanish Central America: A Socioeconomic

University of Calirdrnie

o .
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TABL}‘lh

LOCAL OUTBREAKS OF DISEASE IN THE CUCHUNATAN‘HIGHLAHDS (1548-1819)

Year Disehse Towns Affected Source® Conmments
c15k8-c1615 "Pestes" Towns of the Remesal, . "Ahora con las pestes han venido
(unspeciriea) "sierras de . Vol. II, p. 259. [1os pueblos) en diminucién".
Cuchumatlfa”. . . .
1666-1670 Tabardillo Huehuetenango A3.16, leg. 1600, Indian tribute lovered after
(typhus?) ) exp. 26390, ~epldenic carried off L5 adulta.
1733-1773 Viruela Sacapulas and A3.16, leg. 2819, - (Nany tribute-payers perished.
: ) (smallpox) Cunén exp. 40918. "Indilans ‘unable to pay tribute
d R anfd’ ask for exemption,
177k "Peste” Various towns A3.16, leg. 943, Alcalde mayor informs treasury
(unspecifiea) = exp. 17608. that certain tovns vill not be
’ ‘ S able to pay tribute.
17680-1761 .. Viruela " All forty towns  Al.hk, leg. 6097, Over 4000 deaths. Alcalde mayor
.~ - . (smallpox) of the Partido . exp. 55507. - . "authorimed to use community funds
of Huehuetenango i ) to help fight the disease,
1786 * Tabardillo ConcepciSn and Al.b, leg. 6101,. -
A ‘Petatln. exp. 55666,
1795+1799 ' Tabardillo -Numerous towns, Al.2L, leg, 6101, . Over 500 deaths in Jacaltenango
o and viruela; ineluding Neba), exp. 55666, 55667, alone and an equal number in
: tabardilloe Chajul, Todos 55668, and 55669; Concepeibn; visit to stricken
vas. particu~ ' Santos and o Al.hT,v1eg. 385, ‘tovns by the alcalde mayor and
larly wide- Sap Mart{n _exp. 8012; A3.16, s doctor, the former to adjust
spread. Cuchumatfn, leg. 255, exp. ) tribute payment, the latter to
_ Jacsltenango, 5T19; A3.16, 1eg. fight the spread of disease.
Concepcibn, 2kd, exp. 4869; _— ) ’
D A1 W9, leg. 192,
" exp. 3911; A3.1,
. leg. 289k, exp. -
) “\ L28k6. .
) . . - . . e . i L }
1802-1807. Teberdilly, Numerous towns, Al.1, leg. 6105, Alcalde mayor requests that
viruel;g and including San exp. 55795; Al.2h, tribute should not be collected
sarampifn Juan Ixcoy, leg. 6091, exp. - from certain towns. - Locust
(measles) Santa Eulalia, 55306; A3.16, invasion exacerbates situation.
o “Neba}, Easn Pedro leg. 245, exp. Food shortages and much human
- Soloma, Ban 49095 A1k, leg. suffering. o
\ . Mateo Ixtatfn. 6107, exp.. 55836; - .
\ . o Al.k, leg. 6091, ,
i exp. 55307; Al.k7,"
s : leg, 2162, exp. - °
g 15558; A3.16, leg.
L 2899, exp. k3063.
. . A " P N N L i
1809-1812 _Tabardillo, Ban Miguel Al.1l, leg. 6093, Indians in stricken communities
viruela, and - Acatén, Ban exp. 55337; Al.h9, given a reprieve in the payment .
fiebre putride Mateo Ixtatén, leg. 6, exp., . of tridbute. : ‘
. (type of fever) San Juan Cotzal. 8055; X1.4, leg. :
- - . €113, exp. 5621k;
Al, leg. 39k,
exp. 8238,
Tabardillo Chisntla and Al. 49, leg. 387, . Measures tsken to halt spread.

1814-1819

Jacaltenango.

te

exp. B0T2; Al.kg,
leg. 388, exp.
6999. .

of disease.

A1l nrchivn;,citutio
Guatemala City.

ns reter‘to unpublflhgd docusents housed in the Archivo General

Yoo i .
de CQntroau;rien,

248



2‘h 9‘
chief factor behlnd the demographlc collapse of the Indlan
\peoples of the Cuchumatanes follow1ng the Spanish conquest.

" From 1520 untll the end of épanlsh colonlal rule in 1821,
the Indlans were subjected to unrelentlng waves of pestll-
ence.,- Mortallty was hlgh.; Between 1520 and 1670, populatlon
declined by more than 90 per cent falllng from perhaps
‘260,000 to a llttle,over,l6,000.» By the end of'the'seyene‘
h»teenth’century;vthe collapse had abated and there‘Were”
51gns of a sllght but- slgnlflcant demographlc recovery.'
‘Several fluctuatlons towards the end of ‘the elghteenth
: century, however, suggest that the Indlans had stlll notf
bullt up effectlve 1mmun1t1es to dlseases such as smallpox
and typhus - Only at the very end of the colonlal perlod
' hare there posltlve 1nd1cat10ns of a general 1ncrease in
-Indlan numbers (see Table 12 and Dlagram 2) '

R

The 1mpact of dlsease on Indlan 11fe 1n the Cuchu—ellf

'3"matén hlghlands was profound. Guatemalan archlves contaln .

.ethousands of documents whlch descrlbe,ﬂln lugubrlous detall
h-the dlsrupt1ons wrought by outbreaks of dlsease on scores
;hof Indlan communltles. These dlslocatlons 1ncluded' -sube

Stantial loss;of life' the 1nab111ty of certaln towns to
. o ) '
‘meet the annual or sem1-annual trlhnte requlrement demanded

[

d by the Crown, the abandonment of dlsease rldden ongrega-

»clones for the safety of uninfected or less 1nfected rural

'fareas, ‘and the'’ fallure on the part of Indlans to work their

'_land, resultlng in ujdespread hardshlp and deprlvatlon.

'



o |
‘,u"v28 000 _ The vast majorlty of thls populatlon were Indlans.

LY » 2 50

dlsease on natlve soc1ety, attentlon will be- focussed on

.two partlcularly dlsruptlve epldemlcs an outbreak of

viruela, or smallpox, in 1780- 1781 and an outbreak of

tabardlllo, or typhus, 1n the late elghteenth and early

nlneteenth centurles.»

Smallpox and'Txphua'in\the Cuchumatén Highlands (lTBOeIBLO)

S

After reachlng its nadlr of 16 000 around 1670 the

‘\

’.populatlon of the Cuchumatanes 1ncreased slowly 1n number
'for roughly 100 years._ By 1779, pOpulatlon had risen- about

'75 per cent above ;ts 1670 level numberlng sllghtly over

‘hiLadlnos and Spanlards accounted for only flve per cent of
.?rthe total Cuchumatén populatlon at the end of the colonlal
”perlod ;and represented an even Bmaller percentage durlng
.iearller.tlmes.gg The populatlon recovery whlch took placef‘

”f,between 1670 and 1779 therefore, reflected essentlally an o

;_dlncrease 1n Indlan numbers.“ Wlth the outbreak 1n 1780 of

*_Indlan populatlon was abruptly arrested.

"a v1rulent epldemlc of smallpox,_the upward trend of the

Q9

b Durlng a perlod of about one year,>smallpox, a;

-dlsease caused by a deadly virus enterlng the resplratory

‘system swept through all hO towns of the Cuchumatanes.y

>In response to a request by the alcalde mayor of Huehue-

e

tenango, Franclsco Geraldlho, resldent prlests supplied o '”f?,
' rnformat1on concerning the number of deaths that had R -
occurred within their parlsh boundarles.' Geraldlno, - S

f'actlng on & royal edlct, then gathered the accounts of ' “f;
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the parlsh prlests together, apparently wlth a.vdew to
determlnlng whlch towns were. most in need of -assistance.
The data collected by Geraldlno, g1v1ng detalled town by
town breakdown of the 1mpact of the epldemlc, is shown 1n
Table 15 : . A o 0 D (, |
Over hOOO Indlans of all ages perlshedT‘W1th more
‘than 50 rer cent of the total number of deaths occurrlng
among chlldren.v of thoae who d1ed 259 were trlbutarlos.c’j

. Y .
- Some towns, such as Sacapulas and - Santa Eulalla, were hlt‘

, hard whlle in others; for example Petat&n and San Gaspar»
'Ixchll, mortallty was less. Wlthln a year, thls outbreak
of smallpox had reduced the total populatlon of the Cuchu-,i"”;hbj

".matanes, after a century of slow demographlc recovery, from S

'.f28 OOO to around 2h OOO .a drop of almost 15 per cent

Follow1ng a brlef 1nspect10n of several of the

"fstrlcken towns, offlclals of the Crown made varlous recom— C

7fmendat10ns about what could be done to allev1ate sufferlng
| and to halt the spread of dlsease. Most of the recommen—l'
‘*;Tdatlons" amounted to 11tt1e more than alloting to certaln

) towns a sum of money, taken from thelr B1enes de Comun1dad’

':(communlty funds), whlcw wes. then spent on beddlng, cloth1ng,7

'.and food._ Par1sh pr1ests were glven reapon81b111ty over the'

T -

~dzstr1but10n of goods and provis1ons among those Indian

rt‘famllles consldered most 1n need. In Aguacat&n and Chal-

"chltén, ten pesos bought an arroba (c 25 lbs ) of sugar and
28 petates, in Todos Santos, 20 pesos purchased two arrobas;

' of sugar, ‘ten getates, and ‘a quantity of cloth used for

33

maklng blankets._ Financial assistance 18 recorded only



8

259

i
‘.
M K
v “TABLE 13 -
‘HORTALITX Il CUC!‘!UNATAI TOWNS ‘DURING THE SKALLPOX EPIDEXIC or 1780 .
N . R A - . o ' Finsncial -
0 Married Married L : Bingle 8ingle : © Total Wo, Ko. of desd Assistance
Tovn , Males - Females Widovers Widovs Males -Temalés Boys Girls  of Dead Tridbutarios. (in pesos)
Sacapulas - L2 S 11 9 .21 2k 18 101 330 710 -

‘Cunén . .16 .20 1 1 3 e 12 16 17 - 10 -
Uspantkn o1 22 s 2 22 .3 10 11- 86 22 - -
Nebaj- 6 11 - - 19- .15 58 56 165 ST -
Chajul 5. 15 - .- 10 -. - 86 77 193 5 -
Cotzal S 11 17 C - - '8 - 1Y) 1% 13k 1 -

Sma Juan Ixcoy .° .5 9 = 1 21. 2k 35 39 154 6 -
Soloma g ] 5 2 1 2 -3 T 17 b2 5 -

‘Santa. zuun- 19 37 -3 3 . 28 8k 92 297 a7 -
San Msteo .Ixtstfn 10 . 26 20 6" 32 110 - 55 12 . 23 12 -
San Sebastifn . ; ) ' ) -

Rosthn 8 m - - 13 1 26 51 123 8
San Miguel Acatén . 5° 12 1 5 .3 18 2k 33 129 S5 -
‘San Andrés Lo ’ o -
-Jacaltenango oL ‘6 . e = -.Bb ] 19 ;3 L4 1 .
Ban Marcos ‘8 . ; e 2
* Jacaltenango’ -8 - 6 T T _“I - e 83 8
Purificacibn - Ty . - ' - ; ' . : . 2
. chnltcnnnlo 13 28 51 1. 32 29 ‘.89‘ o 86 \273 '?5 B

-Ban Antonio - 77 o : o ) : s g s _

T Huistal 10 L e - A »6 . _3: . llv: .32 : .ﬁ_ :

- Senta Anw Huista 8 . 10 - - 11 T A1k 53 B A -
Concepcibn T 17 - - R ¥ I 1k b +hl BY Y R -
Petatfn - - “2. 1 By S . U U & 9 -
S8an Martf{n ; - o e L o e T T a -

Cuchumatfn .. E ! . e N - 3 : 10 93 ) 2“, :
Todos’ Santos : Y . ; : : Sl e - ip

. Cuchumatén .. - 8 - 1 12 1o 3§,. (38 106 ; 20p.

".Chalchitfn and el ' . . - 4 e i : 10p.

cAguacatfin o : 5_. 10_ o co 18 .12 ? LS ’_.137 S 5 ! OP

. Chiantls 6. 8 i e 13 T 20 B SR £ R <
:Huehustenango 5 T 6 1 1 15 . 17 20 15 80 - S I 25y,

., Ban Lorcaxo‘ b 7 - - 2 2 11 12 3T N L 12- 1/2).
San Sebastidn e a . L 5 @ IR S
" Hushuetepango, - 6 j;sf < 2 LK b3 . 11 68: 252 il SOp. :
Senta Isabel 2 L3 1- DR ¥ 16 11 X 86 vy Sp.

‘ 8an. Jusn Atitén 1 13 - 3 10 : N 29 35 96 ., 2 .50p:

Santiago o : P : H LR
Chimsltenango 2 1 - © 3 vj ‘15‘. 28 2h R o ?v T
San Pedro Necta ' 3 - 8 - 1 - ©11 5 26 53 NS 3 ‘20p.
Cuilco 1. 2 - RN ST N 23 1k $5 . B } R
. Teetithe 5. -6 - 1 12 -8 3001y U 1s L A -
- Motosintla - 3 - 2. 3 3 1 12 . 30 RSN -
Nasapa. 1 1 - 3 10 ) 1Y 19 2 R | e

© Amatenengo 2 2 ok - 3 & 9 12 - 6 e .

- Iztahuacka - 9 30 Y Y 15 23 [ 1] A3 1713 la 20p.
Colotenango 10 - 15 3. [ 27. 8. 3 A2 ko L ‘15 .

. Ban Gsspar xxchll - - 1 1 3 3 s 8 21 = "1 ‘8p.
‘Sante Barbers: . k] 2 - - 10 3 15 2T 80 - e
Nalacatfn 2 N 2 3 2 4 9 - .9 35 L2 1-1/2p. -

Notg:: All the.above desths occurred
the Bplni.h -nd lelno populat

: ABourcc: ‘AGCA ALLNA, lcclJo 6097. -xyodicnt- 55501.;.

among thc Indlln popnlntxon.
lon of the ro;lon.»

In qdditloi}vthorn_vcro 181 deaths smong

252
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- for l;§towns (see Table;lS)’: The other 29 Cuchumat&n towns;-

:ulncludlng those most affected by the epldemlc,.recelved Qo
monetary help whatsoever, ‘and had to flght the 51ckness wlth

,lnothlng other than the1r‘own 11m1ted resources.:'v |

By the end of 1781 the epldemlc of smallpox appearsﬂ_,r

to have abated. Another less fatal outbreak of the dlsease,

B however, flared up 1n 1795 and agaln 1n 1803 Although -

’Lhthese renewed outbreaks were much more locallsed than thej»_‘ .
f{ﬁep1dem1c of 1780 1781 'the Spanlsh authorltles reacted wlth
' gstronger emergency measures. Slnce many of the towns where

fsmallpox reappeared were located on the camlno real, thls

7"‘.lma1n artery between Guatemala and Chlapas vas closed.i A

Q -

*,;r‘garlta (control p01nt) g% the town of Hulsta ensured that ,;)

17commerce and trade was strlctly mon1tored 81nce 1t was

hdthought that the dlsease had entered the Cuchumatanes from .

3h

vﬁ‘Chlapas 1n the flrst place.: In an attempt to 1essen }

",dfmortallty among the Indlan populatlon, the alcalde mayor

1

‘jlntroduced a prov1nce-w1de campalgn of 1nnoculat10n.v;Byrhg_.
}l1807, over 3000 Indlans, the maJority under lh years of ld“l
l'age’ had been V3001n&ted-3?s Desplte re81stance from an’
element of the natlve populatlon and a lack of cooperatloni***"

36

:'among Spanlsh re81dents,~ the campalgn of 1noculat10n

"agalnst 8mallpox seems to have been successful. i@

‘v1807 the practice of vaccinatlon became firmly established

”lthroughout Spanlsh Amerlca, resultlng 1n the gradual ellm-"h

. 'lilnatlon Qf gma,llpox as a ma:’or klller Of Indlans.37_: . IR

l":"h About 15 years after the smallpox ep1dem1c or

-1780 1781 many towns in the Cuchumatanes vere struck by .Q-H



- . 'v' .
a devastatlng outbreak of typhus. A dlseaSe transmltted

:to humans via fleas and llce, typhus, 11ke smallpox, was”'

long recognlsed as a f1rst rank extermlnator of Indlans.

i

In 1796 the alcalde ‘may or of Huehuetenangon Franclsco o
XaV1er de Agulrre, 1nformed the audlencla that, owlng to'

the ravage of typhus, many Indlans 1n the town of Jacal-.
: 'tenango are dylng 38 Agulrre stated that the dlsease
_ .-
»had already clalmed the llves of over 500 Jacalteca Indlans,

-

Vtamong them 61 trlbutarlos.gg”

From Jacaltenango, typhus spread qulckly to the

>W3nearby town of Concepclon where, between September T 1796

"and September 27 1797,‘no fewer than 561 Indnans dled from*'*i

vhﬂthe fatal fever.; Only 56 trlbutarlos were left allve.,ﬁinj;f“

Sy

"s}”order to prevent the further spread of 1nfect10n, over lOO

v;;homes in: Concepclon were burned. Thls, alas, vas a futllevf""”’

.hactlon,rbecause the dlsease soon appeared %ﬂ Todos Santos

1rwhere 1t kllled 588 people, oVer ha1f§§he town s P°Pulatlon,?rh"’

T:among them 96 trlbutarlos.v The nelghbourlng town of San

”u?Martin was also affected. There, 87 Indlans perlshed

'~gleav1ng Only 91 slckly surv1vors.h9e5

By 1799, the epldemlc of typhus had reached the e

"‘lel country.l Two hundred v1ct1ms were burled in- the

t:churchfard at ChaJul where the pestllence at 1ts helght

-'carrled off ten to 12 people each day. NebaJ was also

i?badly h1t._ But perhaps the greatest loss of llfe occurred
’fat the Mam town of San Sebasti&n Huehuetenango. Here,.nf
:,‘1070 Indlans were reported dead 2h5 of whom were trlbu- SRR

| _____tarioa-“rlf‘ R L
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c.The hlgh 1nc1dence of death among ‘the t:x'lbu‘txev'~
;iApaylng element of the populatlon forced the. Spanlsh . _7j._1
‘ authorltles to adjust dOanards the assessment of mosth |
tof the strlcken towns._ By the end’ of the elghteenth

- cenvury the number of trlbutarlos compr151ng°the towns'

eof Jacaltenango, San Martin, Todos Santos, Chajul end-t

; Uspantén had been slgnlflcantly reduced.gg] In'the case.

"';fjof Concepclén, NebeJ, and Petatén, the alcalde mayor eVen

.isuggested that the Indlans should be relleved temporarlly PR

i
;of the burden of trlbute payment so consxderable was the

'Tmortallty 1n theee three partlcular towns.as',

At the turn of the century, there was a lull 1n_

”'lf;the ravege of typhus._ From 1799 to 1802 there are few in

>.“»ffdocumented occurrences of the dlsease Then, 1n 1803

'37there wes a drametlc reappearance of the pestllence 1n.fj?-'”'“

= the towns of the parlsh of Soloma. fe“J‘%

OVer a perlod of about four years, from 1803 to _59”

"',1807, the llves of the Indlans 1n thls remote and rugged

i

ﬂ',fpart of the Cuchumatanes were plagued by the double spectre

of dlsease and famlne.v Between June 6 and August ll 180h

’.hfa total of lhl deaths due to typhus were reported at San

JifJuan Ixcoy.’ For roughly the same length of tlme,'s mere

”tho months, 2&3 Indlans d1ed at Santa Eulalla and 167

“‘.~fIndians dled at San Miguel Acatﬁn. ell a5 8 result of

:ifcontracting typhus._ Exacerbating an’ already miserable{,;x"t
gtpredzcament there were outbreaka of meesles and smallpox

'_throughout Soloma, followe@% that same year of lBOh by

J"t!an 1nvaslon of ld%usts.hs The Plisht °f the Indians under



- of Soloma, Marcos Casteﬁeda.,

such desperate circumstances is:noﬁhere more tragically

| ) - g T . : v S
conveyed»than in a letter addressed to the alcalde . mayor -

of Huehuetenango by the Ladlno comlslonado of the parlsh

: For four years now in the towns of
[the parish] of -Soloma there has been
fgreat dlstress ‘owing to the high mor-
: tallty caused by the epldemic of
typhus which' kills [the Indians] with-
~out relief or remedy,: leaving them -
only in dire hardship..  Through fear’
 of death, we [the’ L&dan residents’
‘Marcos: and Santiago Casteﬁeda] fled
‘-w1th our famllles to the solitude: of
,~“$he mountaing ‘and barren wastes of. .
'ﬁchemsl, sufferlng there the extremity
. of . its" cllmate, abandonlng our houses
and possesslons -in Soloma.  But God
~having saw fit to end this terrlble
'affllctlon, ‘we are returnlng once v
... again to our: homes., TPo.‘our horror we
<. - find that’ the maJorlty of the Indlans

Vﬁlupsrr}.of SantaEulalia have perlshed “and

Lare lylng unburled all over the. place,
:;fathelr decaylng corpses eaten by the’
’gj;anlmals wvhich roam the countryside ....f'jj.]vf

It is.even more palnful however, to .

T see: the great number of orphaned chlldren
-g;ugcrylng for the laps of: their. parents, -

 asking for bread without having anyone

.+ to.receive it from ,,.. -After so much-

~_ hard work, these. unfortunate Indlans

. have-been reduced to a life of" mlsery.

. Having returned to their town [the»yf S

“ Indians who surv1Ved] are without homes,,"p

. without resources to pay their expenses = -

. and- trlbute, and w1thout corn to feed

“themselves and their families. If no -

" .measures ‘are. ‘taken to- asslst these - R
. wretched people, they will ‘without-doubt =
~. . starve to death, ‘because they did not g

- plant corn in the places where they - .

" sought ‘refuge [from the: epidemic], and
.~ 80 they have. nothing to live on, both

o for. thls year and for the: next, slnce
it is ' now too late to plant their crops. .

It is very common in this parish to. find: .

' large numbers of Indians, old and young‘v.."

_allke, walhlng from tovn to town, rrom

256



house to house, begging and searching
~for food .... Seiflor Alcalde Mayor,
‘inform the President that help should:
‘be extended to the towns of this parlsh _
~of Soloma, .at the very least [the Indlans]
of Santa Eulalia and San Miguel Acatén. ;§~
could. be- exempted from paying tribute for
the years during whlch they have suffered
great mlsfortunes. S . :

;SCasteﬁeda,bln another eommunlcat1on,hrechoned that
the outbreak of typhus had kllled "three—quarters of. the;f
Indlan populatlon of San Mlguel Acatan and Santa Eulalla df;i f/’
and stated that most of the surv1vors of the epldemlc were'u>

. v,\
B ndered "destltute and homeless because thelr houses were\

-

After rece1v1ng Casteﬁeda s reports, the alcalde B A

burned to r1d them of the contaglon

‘vgaxgr arranged for one male nurse, two female asslstants,p

| and s1x soldlers to be dlspatched to Santa.Eulalla 1n order f
;to asslst the affllcted Indlans.e Along w1th the relief B
forcevwas sent a shlpment of food and medlclne, 1nclud1ng

four arrobas (c..100 lbs ) of sugar,vfour arrobas of rlce,'}isﬁffh

half an arroba of flour, flve pounds of mustard a quantlty

of qulnlne powder,'ammonla salt, and castor 011 and a L 7:}d;7*

In response to a plea by the Indlan alcaldes and

, prlnc;pales of Santa Eulalia to exempt the town completely'

from payggg trlbute durlng the dlsruptive years of thef

o typhus epidemic, the alcalde maxgr was able only to obtain"

“~a royal order grantlns a temporary respite from the obliga— Sﬁ S
othlon;ug The refusal of the Spanish authorlties to grant

the Indlans of Santa Eulalia and San Miguel Acat&n a total |

) < .o



to the apathy, 1nept1tude, and lack of respons1b111ty of

v o

trlbute exemptlon prompted the parlsh prlest of Soloma,'
y

' Fray Juan Jose Juarez, to wrlte the followlng rebuke to .

the alcalde mayor

It strlkes me that what is most 1mportant ‘
to you is that-the Indians pay their -
tribute [so that] you receive your salary,
oobut I think the Indians. wlll be unable to -
- pay, either this. year or later, [because]
" they have 1ost their crops and consequently
have nothlng to, pay wlth 50 B

The tone of thls address imparts some sense~pf the

numbed reslgnatlon wlth whlch servants of the Crown 1n out-“

u
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1y1ng rural dlstrlcts would respond durlng tlmes of crlsls, ,."":

men 1n dlstant seats of authorlty._ Apparently even durlng

an epldemlc 1nvolv1ng conslderable loss of llfe and appalllngﬂf‘

human sufferlng, an approprlate course of remed1al actlon vaéﬂf{ﬂ°;f

L

beyond the worklngs of government bureaucracy.;eef”
It is nov generally recognlsed that,_by 1ntroduc1ng

Old World dlseases to an 1mmunolog1cally defenseless natlve

populatlon, the SPanlsh conquest of Amerlca preclpltated a,f'i

demographlc collapse that was probably the most catastrophlc REES

1n the hlstory of manklnd The magnltude and rapldlty of fﬁdpyd

Indzan depopulatlon ‘in the Cuchumat&n highlands follov1ng"jff»

COHQUESt by SPaln conforms to a pattern already well-llz"'s

f~rwaestabllshed for a number of other long settled parts or
NI/

51

Latln Amerlca.;;- A populatlon of perhaps 260 000 on thegh

?eve of conquest, rbughly the same size as the mid-tventleth

:7?fcentury populatlon of the Cuchumatanes, had by 1570 decllned o

~hfnto around 16 000; a fall or slightly more than 90 per cent



f“populatlon began to 1ncrease sharply, due chlefly to the

'efipestllentxal 811168- h f’;atje"h %?ijf'”'xzﬁm

&

‘76veruaﬁperiod-of ISO yearaQ The demograph1cvrecovery whlch
xbegan 1n the last quarter of the seventeenth century eon- |
w-tlnued throughout the e1ghteenth end nineteenth centurles.,, B
eDurlng thls tlme populatzon 1ncrease was slow and sporadlc
nbecause of the per51stent outbreak of dlseases to whlch f

“;the Indlans only gradually acqu1red immunitles.' It W&B': ;

not untll the thlrd decade of the present century that

rlmpact of modern medlcal technology 1n substantlally

v'950 after a

' reduc1ng rates of human mortallty.y,B:

®.-

‘ﬂfprocess of decllne,»recovery, and growth lastlng over,yr'"
L 5
[.fhoo years, the populatzon of the Cuchumat&n hlghlands

reached a level equlvalent to that vhlch 1t may have L”T

”ﬁfnumbered prlor to the arr1val of the Spanlards and thelr-{gff
’ L = : ; ‘ -

2}

Cada AT
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M.J. MaclLeod, Spanish Central America: A Socio-

 economic History, 1520-1720, (Berkeley and Los Angeles:

} Unlver81ty of Californla Press, 1973), p. 37h

2MacLeod,

L

cit.; pp. 130 and 22&.'_'. .

b4

3acea, A3.16;<1eg;"1601; exp. 26391.

hF A,

de Fuentea y Guzmfn, Recordacibn Florlda,

' (Madrid: Biblioteca de Autores Espédiioles, Tomo CCLIX,
See also Chapter Three and

1972), pp. 18-22 and 51-T1.

Tab :&e h n

: 5AGI :AG 128.

towns may be identified in the Cerrato census, only nine :
“haye a record of how many tributarlos they contalned. The':,a

‘breakdqwn is as follows.

Name of Town

Ixtatén
Jacaltenengo

Aguacatén
" Chalchitfn:

80loma

':‘?'I’
Uspanténj .

Huehuetehango’h

Sacapulas

- Malécat§ﬁ ',
. Motozintla -

Cuchumatfn

{Todos Sentos)

Name of Encomendero

Number’of‘Tribufarios‘\

65
500

g ‘.

100
60

io

500
160

80

138

Dlego Sénchez Santlago

"Menor hijo de Gonzalo
de Covalle"

Juan ‘de Celada

Hernfn Peréz Peflale
and Alvaro de Pulgar

‘Di'ego de Alvarado and

Juan de Castrogui-

,Ignatlo de Bobadilla

and Santos Figueroa

-Juan de Espinar -
- Juan Paez and Cris-

t6bal Salvatierra
Ignatio de Bobadllla
Hernfn Gultierez de
Cibaji

Hernén Méndez de Soto—

mayor

'"Menores hlJOB de

~-Marcos Ruiz" and
Garcia de Agu11ar

©

A partlal ver81on of the Cerrato cenbus may be found in pub-

 lished form in F. de ﬁglano,
Pervivencia v Transformaclﬁn de la Socied d Indigena Guate-

malteca durante” la Admi

”.'Edlciones Cultura Hlspanlca 19T

Los Mayas del Siglo XVIII:

nistracibn Borb6n1ca,

'Madrld

Although at least 11 Cuchumatén . ¢Q5f



- 261

6AGI:AQ 966. A brier énalysis of the Valverde

census may be found in'R.M.'Carmack, Quichean Civilization:
The.Ethnohistoric,.Ethnographic,'and Aréhaeological Sources,
(Berkeley and Los ‘Angeles: University of California Press,
1973), p. 143, B o o L

R

_ 7See-Chapte_r Four for a full discussion of the
computation of these population estimates. ‘

8Carmack, op. cit., pp. 138-140, and T.T. Veblen,

"Native Population Decline in Totonicapén, Guatemala", ,
Annals of the Association of Americaen Geographers, Vol. 67,
No. h,»December 1977, p. hos, Cerrato was strongly-criticised
by Bishop Marroquin for relying on tribute. counts provided by =
caciques. This practice, together with the»freeing-of‘Indian
slaves and the lowering of the amount of tribute required of
each Indian tributario, made Cerrato extremely unpopular among
the Spanish residents of Guatemala. ' S

9Cgrmack, op. cit., p. 143,

lOAGI:AG 966. Valverde's assessment reads as follows:
"The town of Huehuetenango, belonging to the encomienda of '
Francisco de la Fuente, resident of [the city] of Santiago
de Guatemala,‘wasvformerly assessed ("estaba tasado") at 570
tribute payers, each one providing the encomendero with a .
~woven blanket, a chicken, and one-half,of a fanega (c. 58 1bs. )
of corn". Between 1578 and 1582, -Valverde lowered the number
of tribute payers to 367. The emount of each individual tribute
payment was also lowered. o '

llVeblen,' op. cit.,ip. Lgs,

- "leGCA, A3.16, leg. 1601, exp. 26391. The total humbqr
of tributarios in the Cuchumatanes was kolko-1/2, Huehuetenango

-was'assessed at 156-1/2.

o 13MacLeod,’gE; eit., p. 19; ana Veblen, 52. cit., -
p. L96. ~Gucumatz, or cocoliztli, is an undetermined type
of plague; MacLeod believes that the descriptions of the -
disedse resemble the symptoms of Pulmonary plague. Matlaz&-
huatl is & disease of disputed origin which some scholars
believe to be typhus; ecf. 8,F. Cook, "The Incidence and Sig-
nificance of Disease Among the Aztecs and Related Trives",
Hispanic American Historic i*Review, No. 26, 1946, p. 321, -
and 'P. Gerhard, A Guide to the Historical Geography of New
Spain, (Cambridge: Cambridge. University Press, 1972), p. 23.
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;hT fact that almost no demographic documentation:
exists forgyhe period 1580 to 166k may be due to any number .
of survival hazards, such as flood, fire, earthquake, theft,
or negligence. The lack of documentation, however, may .=
also be simply a reflection of how relatively. neglected the
Indian peoples of the Cuchumatanes were during the seven-
teenth century. ’ ‘ -

. lSThe 160k ecclesiastical census entitled Memoria
de los frailes menores que hay en la provincia de Guatemala
is housed in the Biblioteca del Real Palacio, Madrid. It
appears in published form in Solano, op. cit., pp. 106-108.

16

1

AGCA, A3.16, leg. 1601, exp. 26391, o,
TFuénteS Ng Guzmﬁn,'ggg-éit;; pp. 15-18 and 22-Lk.
g . S

W.M. Denevah"(Ed.), The Native.Pdpulatibn;of'the'.

Americas in 1492, (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press,
'1976), pp. 1-12. S.F. Cook and W. Borah, Essays in Popula-

-tion History: Mexico and California, Vol. Three, (Berkeley

- -and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1979),
-p. 102, summarise their decades of collaborative research
~on the historical demography of centrel Mexico in one :succinct
1 sentence: "We conclude, then, that the Indian population of

central Mexico, under the impact of factors unleashed by the

062

coming of the Europeans, fell by 1620-1625 to a low of approx-

imately 3% of its size at the time that the Europeans first
landed on the shore of Veracruz". = - ‘

B l9Gi‘t'>son, Spain in America, (New York: Harper and-
Row, 1966), pp. 43-47 and 136-137. The same scholar, in his

- work, The Aztecs Under Spanish Rule: A History of the ‘Indians

of the Valley of Mexico, 1519-1810, (Stanford: Stanford
University Press,-1964), p. 403, offers the following reflec-

~ tion on the Leyenda Negra: "The Black Legend provides a gross

but essentially accurate interpretation of relations between.
Spaniards and Indians. The legend builds upon the record of
deliberate sadism¢ It flourishes in an atmosphere of indig-
nation, which removes the issue from the category of objec-
tive understanding. It is insufficient in its awareness of

~the institutions of colonial history. 'But the substantive .

content of the Black Legend asserts that Indians were ex—
ploited by Spaniards, and in empirical fact they. were".

QOB. de las Casas (trans.,J._Philliﬁs), The Tears of

the Indians: Being An Historical .and True Account of the

Cruel Massacres and Slaughters of Above Twenty Millions of
Innocent People; Committed by the Spaniards in the Islands

- of Hispaniola, Cuba, Jamaica, etc. . As also in the Continent

of Mexico, Peru, and Other Places of the West Indies. to the :
Total Destruction of These Countries, zLogdon: 16535, Pp. 33-53ﬂ
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’ '21A.W. Crosby, Jr., The Columbian Exchange: Bio-

logical and Cultural Consequences of 1492, (Connecticut:
Greenwood Press, 1972), pp. 35-58; Gerhard, op. cit., p. 23;
MacLeod, op. eit., pp. 19-20 and 38-40; and W.H. McNeill,
- Plagues and Peoples, (New York: - Anchor and Doubleday Prefs,
1976),,pp,-176;207._ ~ E : o

\ _ - ‘
220roéby,,gg.‘cit.,'pp. 30-31; and R. Gruhn (personal
communication). - : o ’ S

23COok, op. cit., p. 32L.

_ ,ghMacLeod,‘gg. cit., p. 20. Citing the French
‘historian Pierre Chaunu, MacLeod states that "a population
which ‘amounted to about 20 per cent of mankind in 1490 was.
.. reduced to three per cent within a century" owing chiefly
.to the disease factor, o - A ‘
» , QSCrosby, op. cit., pp. b2-58, contains an account
of the impact that the first pandemic of smallpox had on.
~ . the native peoples of America., - v U ST
. ..., ""MacLeod, op. cit., pp.'6-19.‘fFor'a@reviev of

- the leffect of the Black Death on European society in the

mid-féurteenth century see McNeill, op. cit., pp. 132-175,
~.&nd P. Ziegler, The Black Death, (Harmondsworth: Pelican

Books, 1976 Edition), especially pp. 232-259., ,

R '27Tf de Motolinfa (trans. F.B. Steck), Motolinfa's
History of the Indians of New Spain, (Washington:v Academy . .
of American Franciscan History, l95g)y{pp, 87-88. L '

28MacLeod, op. cit., pp;'l9 and 98,
?gMacLeod,ng.'cit:, p. L4o.

‘ ;3OA. Recinos and D. Goetz.(translatOrs);~The>Annals

of the Cakchiquels, (Norman:; University of Oklahoma Press,

1953),“P%‘11§- 1 ‘ L ‘ '

_ Sy, Gage (Ed., J.E.5. Thompson), Thomas Gage's
Travels in the New World, (Norman: . University of'Oklahoma J/\

Press, 1958), p. 263. In relation to the typhus pandemic
*of 1631, Gage makes the important observation that the dise se,
‘\while devastating the Indian population of highland Guatemala, -
- |affected relatively few Spaniards. This is because typhus,
like smallpox, meagles, and most of the other diseases which
decimated the Indians, had been endemic to the 01d World. '
Consequently, after centuries of being exposed to such mala-
.dies, the Spaniards had developed a fairly high .immunity to
~them, With the possible exception of syphilis and a number
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Jf gastro- 1ntest1nal allments, the New. World ‘had no en@emlc

infections which had the same drastlc ‘effect ‘on°® the Spaniards

as 01d World diseases had on' “the native Amerlcans “Cf. Cook,.

op. cit., pp. 323-324 and Crosby, op. .cit.,.pp. 122-160.

Regarding the unequal impact ofudlsease exchange,

'McNeiilg op. ecit., p. 2 make@ the: folloﬁlng p01nt‘

[1t] is worth con81der1ng the p%ychologlcal
implications of - a disease that killed only.
~Indians and left Spaniards unharmed. - Such
partiality could only be: explalned super-r
naturally, and there could be no doubt about
which side of the struggle enjoyed lelne
'favor. The " rellglons, priesthoods, - and way.
‘of ‘life bullt around the o0la ‘Indian gods g
vwould not.survive such a demonstration of | -
_the superlor power of the God the Spanlards‘
”Q'worshlped. ‘Little quder,~then, ‘that the
Indians accepted Christlanlty and aubmltted%«
to Spanlsh control so- meekly. ‘God had shown:
’Hlmself on thEirxside, ‘and each. new outbreak
of 1nfect10us ‘disease imported from ‘Europe _}g._
(and soon- from Afrlca as well) renewed the.

' lesson. S L s - . j(

. . _
- Whlle perhaps over51mp11fy1ng somewhat the Indlans acceptance
~of Christianity and their "meek submission" to Spanlsh domina-

{jtlon, McNeill presents a very plausible thesis, . Such a fatalls-_

tic 1nterpretat10n of the uneven. incidence of disease in the
minds of the Indians must have greatly fa0111tated the Spanlsh

~ conquest of Amerlca.';f‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ : S

1eg. 6105, exp. 55836 A

. leg. 385, exp. 8012. The inoculation, by 1807 ‘of over
3,000 Indians in the Cuchumatén highlands is~ impre831ve.

-32AGCA,‘A1;hh,?1eg; 61121fexp. 5610h 56108 T :V»y L

'33AccAv'A1 uu Leg. 6097, exp. 55507,

3hAGCA'¥ Al. h7 leg. 385, exp. 8012, and Al L,
) ’

35AGCA Al h7 leg. 2162,~exp. 15558,- and AL, h?,

Edvard Jenner first published his flndlngs concernlng
vac01nat10n against smallpox in 1798. Five years later,
i 1803, Spain sent & medical mission to Mexico to inform

- local doctors of Jenner's successful experiments in. estab-

‘1lishing an 1mmun1ty against the disease. The mission spent

four years in the New World before departlng for the Phlllpplnes.iﬂ
It thus took only nine years, in an era not noted for prompt

‘exchanges of 1nformation, for the benefits of Jenner s research

to reach the Indlans of the Cuchumatanes., Cf. McNeill, op. cit.,



o 36AGCA ‘Al. h7 leg. 191, exp 3905, and Al h?,
leg. 2171, exp. 156Th. .The first document: cited .concerns
a cdbmplaint made by a Spanlsh resident of Huehuetenango '
that the slcalde mayor, Prudencio de Cozar, 1ntends ‘to send’
~him to prison for hav1ng*neglected to arrange for the vacc1na-
tlon of a number of Indlans :

_ : 37McNelll, _E cit;; p.. 223, 1
e AGCA Al,2h,“lgg,‘6101, exp.. 55666. - . - ST
| ~AGCA’-43°163‘1e8rr?55V~eth157;9' F
‘:.EOAccAngl.zh; 1§g; 61o;jg#p;i55666; f$ff $ _“

L_h;AGcA,‘Qi;u9;fiég} 192;jeip;;3911.”

o h2AGCA A1.2h leg ’6102, exp. 55697 A3 1 leg 289h
_Texp;’h28h6 A3 16 leg 2h2, exp hBlh, and A3 16 leg 2hh
“exp. L4869. S . : :

T h3AGCA A3.16, les 1h1 »exp, h811 A3 16 Cep ih;,'5ff”

exp.‘hBll and A3 16, leg. zhe, exp. hglh w0 /ﬁ% b
L hhAGCA AL.k, leg. 6107, exp. 5589Gs end"A3.16. .
,:1eg. 2h5,_exp h909. N o TR ETNE e

hsAGCA A3;16,,1§5Q12h5;;éxp. 4909.

- kGAGCA 3A3 16, leg 2h9, exp;'5b36,. fA>”ffH'j’  L

| ‘ETAQEA Al 1k, 1ee. 386 éxﬁ;‘6037Q' 1 g
4 - AGCA Al h leg 6108 exp. 56001 \i B
| 1‘QAGCA A3, 16 leg. 2h9,_eip. 5036,vand Al 1h ;  ':3Ai >?{f

, leg. 386, exp. 8037. The formal request of the Indlans‘

~ .to be exempted from paying tribute owing to the- ravages of

~ typhus reads as follows.""Seﬁor Alcalde: Mayor: “We, the

- alcaldes ‘and prigcinalgs of the .town of Santa.Eulalia,

' ‘.1mplore you to ‘look on ustas your sons.. All is lost in our
town. There are some who. are homeless and others w1thout

» * food, it now being years since the- fields were attended to.

- Many are consequently without corn to eat and live by coee
' There are some who have not. yet returned to their town and o
are [seeking refuge from the epidemicl in the [towns of, the\‘

‘cogst,'ln Jacaltenango, and in Soloma ..:. Sefior Alcalde g
ive ' are Stlll frightened becauae the people Qf the town-Z'

- W .
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continue to die [of typhus]; ‘before God this is the truth .

-and no lie ... Help ‘us, Seflor Alcalgde, by requesting of
.. the Pre31dent that he" pardon us from paylng trlbute e
"There is no corn at 81l in the town" \ S :

f” 5°AGCA A3, 16 1eg. 2899, ex@ h3oh9 | j,l N

o ‘:>51A full blbllographlcal llst1ng of studles of Indlan’A’
‘.depopulatlon in Spanish America is .given 1in Chapter Four,A '
‘note 4. The theme of Indian depopulatlon in. Portuguese America

'“x7const1tutes much of John Hemming's book Red Gold: -The Conguestéﬁ

o the Brazilian Indlans, 1500~ 1700, (Cambrldge. Harvard

‘f";i;Unlverslty Press, 1978%, especlally pp h67 501



' CONCLUSION

:Between'the 1dea ~
~And the reality o S S
= Betweengthe motlon o e

' And the act ISP T

edBetweenvthe conceptlon

"~ And the creation 'f

~ Between ‘the emotion e
._And-the*response..;.-;3-7

S ,¢wﬁffiFalla the Shadow: 5555j;iff};*

S T. S Ellot (from e
: The Hollow Men) '-ﬁ,ff"’ o

itr'JN By the openlng yeara of the slxteenth century, the
'.fIndlan pe0p1es of the Cuchumat&n hlghlands had broken away,'””W*

.rafter two or three generetlons of subJugetlon, from the

°d}?hegemony of the Quiché{!}'Gumarcaah.- Thelr newly won auton-;

'ﬂ”ihad come 1n contect wlth before.m 1mperlal Spaln.

‘d‘_Qulchean people of Uspantan.

J-,fopp081tlon in most perts of tﬁe Cuchumatanea had been 3-d'?df e

domy wes alas short llved.. Between 1525 and 1530, natlvei‘
'n'communltles 1n the Cuchumatanes were confronted and defeated'f""

>

“fiby en allen force far more form1dable than anythlng they B
. The Spenish conqueet of the Cuchumat&n highlands:}?}{
jl}was not accompllshed without prolonged and bloody confllct.' ’
:°Resistance to the European inveders was widespread but

1“was partlcularly marked among the Mam the Ix11, end the

By 1530 however, Indlan.*\°”

[

_,_ﬁge;;:26f Av._;  .{F“,M



brutally crushed and the reglon entered an era’ of Spanlsh

:Hdomlnatlon whlch was to last almost 300 years.

i

' R

Throughout the colon1al period, prospects.in other:

parts ‘of Central Amerlca held a greater potentlal for the
13 L~
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Spanlsh deslre for wealth than dld the Cuchumatén 'h~i‘ghlands_..

Sy

,The slave trade 1n Nlcaragua and Honduras, sllver mlnlng 1n

the hlllS around Teguclgalpa, the cultlvatlon of cacao 1n |

-Soconusco, Suchltepequez, Guazacap&n, and Izalcos*;cattie

»fralslng and the 1ndlgo dyd 1ndustry 1n the t1erra templada f*t:‘

"Jto the south and east of Santlago de Guatemala, all theseefﬂui‘edjjfg

’:faact1v1t1es,_and others, were more attractlve to materlalli—d

'tmlnded Span1ards than the llmlted entrepreneur1al opportun-;;fﬁfft

&

t1es offered by 1nv01Vement in the Altos Cuchumatanes,nhﬂffﬂv

'ldrugged, rgmote, and wzth few maJor exploltable resources.

dhiW1th the posslble exceptlon of supplylng much needed Indlanf='
"labour to the cacao plantatlons of the‘Paclflc eoast thedf"“

'nh_reglon therefore had 11tt1e dlrect particlpation in the .
’fgreat economlc booms whlch had such a dramatlc and long-‘sh

'lastlng 1mpact elsevhere.; If in terms of 1ts status wlth]“h

o r.the mother country, Centralﬂhmerzca was 1ndeed "the rlchestde
i hOf the poor, or the poorest of the r1ch relatlons 2 then'i'

e the Cuchumat&n hlghlands must surely have ranked among the tﬁfw'

d*Spanlsh Crown 8 1east prized possessions.vl.
Thls 1s not to say that because of the reglon s f

’J'{physlcal 1solat10n and llmlted economlc or entrepreneurlal

s

‘f:fpotentlal the land and the people of the Cuchumatanes were

untouched by nearly three centurles of Spanlsh rule. The
0

j,colonhal experlence here was marked only by dlﬁéirences of 77

%, -




fsf.tlmes. Although the 1mpr1nt of ggggggg&glég Perﬂlsts to;;:

269“”

degree, notiof kind ‘

k LLke all nat1Ve groups throughout hlghland Guatemalm,
the Indlans of the Cuchumatanes 1n the mlddle years qf the W
51xteenth century werevelther persuaded or forced 1nto 1eav1ng
thelr old homes in the mountalns and taklng up re31dence 1n: |

new church domlnated congregaclénes.; Establ1shed prlmarlly .fhh
',w1th a v1ew to convertlng the Indlans to Chrlstlanlty and

to creatlng central1sed pools of exploltable 1abour, theh;-t.r

' pollcy of congregaclén produced an orderly pattern of nu- §~

-

cleated Settlement Vh;ch contrasted sreatly wlth the pre-hf°

domlnantly random and scattered arrangement of pre Hlspanlc:“wjg’f{d

-8

S g Y e T i T T e e A

o

thls day,_the opefﬁtlon of the pollcy in the Cuchumat&n i
hlghlands was not without 1ts failures and frustratlons.x

ﬁ Partlcularly dﬁrlng the economlcally depressed years between
| 1635 and 1720 ’VIth Spanlsh authorlty 1n the reglon growlng

weak and lesa effectlve, many Indlans abandoned Ongrega~ ;

c1ones for outlying rural areas.t The centrlfugal movementf'ﬂ°f't’h

away from the congregaciones vas accompanled hﬁ a- revival

[3

wr
of pre Chrlatian Mayan religlon, a development whlch w&v

'd apparently Just as distasteful to the Spanlsh authorliles

’.,O

_as the fact that the Indlans once agaln practlslng "thelr :'

c -

to control and exp101t the human resources of ongregac1ones,

i?

the most 1mportant of whlch were the enggmienda, the tasaclén

de trxbutos, and the repartlmlento.- Préminent and prestlglous
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chlefly durlng‘the f1rst century of colonral rule, gggggr
Aeyisggg vas ‘a means whereby 2 pr1v1leged 1nd1v1dual was'

?granted the rlght to enjoy the trlbute, and orlglnally
"also the labour,.of a certaln number of Indlans in a"?
Aftown or group of towns. The amonnt of trlbute owed by

a town was stlpulated by the tasac16n de trlbutos,'whlch

L

‘fassessed trlbute-paylng accordlng to the CEPECItY of the

) ;ltown s 1nhab1tants as measured prlnclpally 1n terms of

”nl‘&ge,_sex, and marltal status.. Through the operatlon of 55,;_ . *é
'“erepartlmlento, labour vas coerced from the Indlans and _ft.fﬂ ;ff',f'g

'ﬂl*channelled 1nto a wlde varlety of menlal and serv11e tasks.

””chof land only after thelr search for gold sllver,'or a'ff‘fff-,elf'f»r

"rrgllvestock especlally sheep.f Although sizeable haclendas«j:”,

*7;;were developed, preelpltating confllct between Spaniards

)

oy,

(._. » ! R

Com1ng to the New World flrst and foremost as entre— l]';'i}j

s

’fpreneurs whoﬁsought to prof1t from the work of others, the;fﬁg

'*Spanlsh conquerors and colon1sts turned to the acqulsltlon‘ 5{h;;;ﬂ;

ﬂsuccessful cash crop--a p~9duit moteur--proved fru1tless.?%jffff~'ffhfe

?5;Apart from a few early titles 1n the Hnehuetenango\area;t,tf»*’
‘fthe taklng up of land on the part of Spaniards began s1g-}h”
thnlflcantly only durlng the seventeenth century depresslon,fiv}'

f?when ‘a frugal self—sufflclency was not wlthout advantage.
;fthhlsztrend contlnued throughout the eighteenth century s -
hi;Spanlards vho acqulred land 1n the Cuchumatanes, partlcueﬁ;.'

'Lelarly -on the lush meadows of the Altos de Chiantla, became:[J

lavare or the potential or the region ror‘the raising or

¢ s '.';ﬂ el

'-Q.and Indlans over. land rights and boundaries,.the emergence7gﬂ' B

fof the landed estate in the Cuchumatén reglon was not :_ L e
L . - | e e e e e




’attalned wholly at the expenee of the terrltorlal 1ntegr1ty

& of natlve communltles., Some Indlan towns, partlcularly in

:%,the south, may not always have had enough land to feed thelr
'1populat10ns and ueet thelr trlbute requlrements, but they
hhéﬂd on’. tenaclously to what llttle they had ' Other Indlan
{pifftowns, espec1ally those along the northern frontler border-‘cf
lﬁlng sparsely settled troplcal lowlands,vapparently never |
- experlenced a man land cr181s throughout the entlre eolonial
ptherlod (11 . | ' | . ‘

‘ogzb ﬁnder Spanlshvrule, the Indlaus of the Cuchumatanes

ftwere 1ntroduced not only to the eonquerors' rellglon, lan-:?‘ﬁu

o‘.',v"’ r‘r.

guage, @hd customs,vthey were aleo exposed, 88 were natlve*b"
Sroups elsewhere 1n the Amerlcas, to an array of dmseasesb.ﬁ_

'thﬁlnadvertently brought by the 1nvaders from the Old World 7.>f:”

Ca g the raVAges of epldemlc disease, Indlan numbera 1n the"i"'

fA;to the New. The effect of thls transrer on the 1mmunolog-¥r*ffu’

f1cally defenselesa natiVe populat1on was devastating. QDP?i.ftf |

3}ppCuéhumat&n hlghlands between 1520 and 1670 fell from p0881—p[o_?b"'

.‘.,.‘bly 260, ooo to 16 ooo ‘a drop of ‘over 90 per cent in a
:;Vf”‘century and a half. Although population doubled by the,ff3

.'T:ﬂ{end of the colon1al era over 1ts nadlr level of 1670 e

vfldemographlc recovery was both aporadlc qnd 1nterm1ttent

\

aifbecause the Indlans only elowly aequlred immunitzes to

| ”rV_the eontagions long endemic to the Spaniards.j Epidemic fjpf3kﬁ"

"!;;dlsease wes thereforeia debilltatlng peril with thCh

ffnat1ve commun;tles constantly had to comtend.f Its impact
PR L : ' .>‘];
'Ipop Indlan 11fe was profound ' When disease broke out, it U

11nvar1ably preclplteted a chaln of events, 1nclud1ng |

i

i t*’\-" -



-catestrophlc mortallty, the 1nab111ty of strlcken towns to

"pey trlbute, and the fallure on the part of the Indlans to

212

.plant thelr flelds for the year ehead Famlne, mlsery, and .

 a wretched ex1stence were then never very far avay, and

5 «-‘:'.' M

i N '
‘serVed only to 1ncre&se’£he Buaceptlbllgty of the Indlans"

eto renewed outbreaks of pestilence.; Wlth the recurrence_ijﬂ
' { AT R R i, o

- of such unfdreaeen human %regedlea, 1mper1&l expectatlons

H'SOOU proved nalve and unettainable._ Perhaps mor% than any7f”'”‘§

AN

o other slngle fector, 1t\kas the unleashxng of Old World
5 \

‘Hf”dlseases on e phy81ological{y vulnerable Indlan populatxoniff(“»
vehlch caused e shadow to fall between the igea and\theﬁf e7f7'

bvfﬁreallty of Spenlsh colon1a1 rule, not Juet in the Cuchue&\;_»

i .

“T'Hlapanlc Amerlcan realm.ﬂuh‘;f? . ;ﬁ"5’f 2
: g\ L Ll v - - l
i ; . i

& ffmetén hishlands of Guatemalh but throushout the entlre igf‘g }fi’e
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Alcabala.' ‘A sales. tax placed on certaln goods and

Kldea. A v1llage.-ﬁ’wt~ <,“m

>
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commodlties. o , .
‘ . & \-\-}.
4

 A1calde maxpr. A Spanlsh off1c1al in charge of a dlstrlct

- known as an. alcaldfa mayor. R
. : & SR

‘Alcalde ordlnarlo. A member of the munlclpis counc1l qf a

- ¢ Spanlsh town.

N

;,Alcaldfa mayor. An admlnlstratlve un1t g&\grned by an

alcalde mayor

v

Almud A unlt of dry measure, one-= twelfth of a fanega.

A g A‘dlepersed form of settlement ‘the" home of! the'j

¢ common people in: pre Conquest tlmes. C ;\\ o

"'=Arroba. A unlt of measure oﬁ’approxlma&ely 25 lbs.ﬁA

\\Cablldo.‘ A mun1c1pal councll or ayuntamlento..

b

- Aud1enc1a. Elther the governlng body of a reglon or, by

/

exten51on }the reglon 1tself.‘b-

. Ayunﬁam;ento. A munlclpal councll, or cablldo.'

'Caballerfa.r Al unlt of land, roughly 105 acres (h2 heétares)

<,

Cabecera.: The pfgnclpal town of 8 degartamento or munlclplo.

: P

Qggiggg. An Indlan chleftain or ruler L _V ~f » &

7

';‘TCaipul’ An. Indlan soclal and terrltorlal unit comprlsed

._of several chinamlt. =

’ Camlno Real. A royal'road",-a'high ay.'

'ZLCanfcula. A dry spell whlch usually occurs mld-way through

’Caserio. A hamlet._ P  >. .   _A

‘the rainy season 1n July or August

—



T ‘\\‘
“"V’:Comlslonado. A donstable, a keeper of the peace.

.. Con Agregaclon. The pqucy of g%ncehtratlng scattered‘

' ‘\~ Iy (congregac:.ones) : "."j ‘T\;_ .*" I P

™.

P : S St ’ ’ N . “ . \ .
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Qhanamlt A small ~soc10 terrltorlal unlt assoclated w1th

certain natlve llneages.j ;~5_ L et e

’

Cofradia A rellglous fraternlty or sodallty

-~

CO_pOSlClén de tlerra.[ The 1egaﬂ.sat10n of a tltle to'
' land upon payment of a fee.,,, i _(p,

settlements into: nucleated, church- dom1nated~
"~ centres; by extenslon ‘the centres themselves‘ﬁ

‘ : - L SRR

Conéulstador.‘ A Spanlsh conqueror.fang,jfrdrp };-f\\

._Corregldor. A Spanlsh official 1n charge of a dlstrlct \

o ' known as ‘a correglmlento. R .~ N S
?-‘Correg;miento.ﬂ-An admlnistratlve un1t governeﬂ by \§\>¥sgl;w
ot eorf@gldor.' : N _ L e T

Costumbre A tradltlonal natlve ceremony, esoterlc and

. " generally strongly ‘in iv1duallsed o ‘3,' v

Cuadrlllero._ A person, usually from the Guatemalan hlgh—,
e lands, contracted to work on the coffee, cotton,-
\ju-_,‘and sugar cane }lantatlons of the 1owlands.

» RS
Cuerda. A meaeure of land, about 0. Oh hectares.,

Depprtamento. Department an admlnistratlve d1v1slon of
- the republic of Guatemala. »'-hv N

'Edido. An area of common land,\generally forest or pasture.

Encomendero. Holder of an encomlenda. ','

Encomlenda. A grant of Indlans, inltlally requ1red to
. prov1de labour and trlbute, ‘later theoretlcally
<;. rethred to prov1de only tribute., S ~:1A_ﬁ k
Entrada. A Spanlsh mllltary ped1t1on 1nto unconquered :
‘ , terrltory. : Eﬁ -

‘“'Fanege., A unit of dry meesure, about l S bushels,

T~

approxlmately 116 1bs.

&

u.Finca.\ A large farm, usually & cofree plantatlon.
== | \ 4

Flnguero.' An owner of a fxnca.'

N : : o P

<

Ganado mayor. A term used to denote cattle, horses,'and
7. ) miles, - M SRR -

~c_%w§ k‘.‘ ‘,",'tf_//

'(;;
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Petate._ A reed or palm mat.

.. v

'Ganado’menor. A term used to denote sheep, goats, and plgs.

4

- _ Gucumatz An undetermlned pestllence whlch may be pulmonary .

plague.;f“
.“gmHacendado._ An”ownerfOf‘a' hac1enda.l'-f lgq*vf
k ) ) - ) N i . E" v N

Hac1enda., An estate usually wlth a mlxed economlc base of

. agrlculture and\ranchlng.’,:‘j; ;«_
. Inv1erno ‘ "Wlnter 4 the ralny season,‘whlch usually lasts
: "_a*‘, from May to November._;;‘m SR e e e ( :
..Ladﬁno> In Guatemala, a person whose cultural tralts are
TR gl pnedomlnantly non-Indiahn- and. who. speaks Spanlsh
o father than 8 natlve language._.j--- o . -
'._fLatlfundlo.f Lange agrlcultural estates.alsl;fmfgf *;;',,;;ffkf‘ff
League.; A dlstance of about 2 6 mlles (h 2 klgometres) 'fdﬂ
tLlcenc1ado.j(A Judge or lawyer. _“f%.};; .53‘ |
‘f’- [ ‘. \\ ’
»:Manta., A plece ‘of. cloth, usuallx cotﬂon, a common 1tem o
of trlbute.< - : S : S
"fﬁMatlazéhuatl A dlsputed klnd of pestllence some conslder"" \f”
) to be typhus. L e SR \_.v_ o :1;_ ‘!;,
‘:Milpa. Generally land used to grow corn, although 1t may
- ;'contaln other crops a8 - well LT _‘;v'»-;, i
‘Mlnlfundlo.f Small and fragmented agr1cultural holdlngs. o
t_Mlnlfundlsta._ "An owner. of a mlnlfundlo, a peasant small-'
' holder., R __,,m CL :.,‘_ 5
\Munlc1210._ A townshlp, usually comprlsed of a cabecera
L ‘ and several aldeas and caserios., o S
" Phramo. A lof '-altlplano or plateau surface upwards of
3000 metres 1n Guatemala. - , SRR _
“d;Parclalldad. A small soclal lelBlon assoclated wlth .
’ certaln sectlons of a’ town or. v1llage.dm : 3
Partido; A small administrative dlstrict.~~‘ ] S
Peso. A monetary unlt worth two tostones or elght reales.‘ !;
- Peste.‘ An éﬁspeclfled epldemlc.‘ o ,..’;'_:v",‘ PRI

’ .
L]

.Prlnclpal. \member of the Indlan ellte, a. v1llage elder._ S



oy ) :
» N

? Prov1ne1&.? A loose term ‘por an - admlnlstratl e unit. roughly PR
' ﬁ_:as extensrve as an alcaldfa meyor 077

L T L e e TR e L

a correglmlento. o

"ﬁffffReel A Spanlsh coln elght of whlch hence- p;eges ofrelght";rrlef

'7‘§eizs££§£-, eﬁe congregaclén.*,iff'”'

i : Dol
:

:EVEiiReglén Andlna Land over 300 metres in elevat1on..lf,!17 "

'“°.f§fiJRepart1m1ento. A draftmof fbrced native 1abour.‘:*ifimlmlhn’iw’H 

s .. ~ ,.,)

\>i e§E£EEEl§a-= Measles..jﬁﬁj'“~~
gmgslembra de 1nv1egg The ralny season plantlng.:;..

-?:Slembra de verano‘ The dry»season plantlng

frfTaberdlllo A fever usually éon‘f

“._Tasac1on de. tr1butos.~ An as&essment of the amount‘of trlbute o
owed to the Crown or an encomendero. ;;,37_. : :

1

make one peeo.;, IR S ;~:m;,‘ﬁg.j?*f?.’mnf'f;,f

Tlerra callente-a_"Warm land" below 800 metres 1n elevatlon.'v;»"

'”:Tlerra frIa.':"Cold land" between 1500 end 3000 metres 1n ;”Fv
Sk Q‘elevatlon. R A e o

‘17T1erras realengas." Crown 1ands.f'~ ,\tff'“‘\"

1
ER SIS

‘Tlerra templada._f'Temperate land" between 80& and 1500
S T metres in elevatlon. o _ ¥ s =
. ; o e S .-<“e.”,
-‘?Tlnamlt Nucleated rellglo—mllltary strongholds; the home
e ”];,of the ellte 1n pre Conquest tlmes.,ug e

*;;;_'irosféu;} Half a geso or four reales.

' :Trlbutarlo.  An Indlan tr1bute payer.ff“eblﬁlv{ej o

"jeVec1no.« A resldent of a town, generally meanlng a Spanlsh

e\ resldent. ‘ T S ,

o g,reNeranb}; "Summer The dry Beason in Medlterranean Speln._.ji_?
L o Lasts from November untxl May 1n Guatemale._a.' S

Viruela.k Smellpox.'“‘

XIQUIEil.‘ A'meesure'er SOOchayae.beehefﬁ e T ;m’)'
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= ”:ﬁs- 3“BIBLIOGRA¥HY T e ‘ !
S ThlS dlssertatlon 18 based on a famlllarlty galned
'OVer the past few years wlth both publlshed and unpubllshed .
v A N
e materlals.: Before 51mply llstlng a number of tltles whlch -

t may be con31dered fundamental research'alds, 1tbls perhaps

4 | useful to comment brlefly on what sources prOVed most;:or 

. % least frultful for the purposes of" thls study. ;éeveralbv

- suggestlons regardlng tOplcs'wn;cn.aemand futurellnquirirk]3’.

can a.lso 'be made.. : o  ' ;. .

B :‘ W1th respect to the publlshed llterature,‘mentlon;ffgf
has already been made 1n the Preface of the outstandlng |

work of the Berkeley School and of Murdo MacLeod._ To these

g contrlbutlons must be added Robert Carmack's Qulchean Civ1l-**“'b

e e - I % i .
Tff“fff‘“izatlon, whlch is~ an’ exeellent rev1ew of the major docu%en-~
”_f_ tary sources relatlng to past and present day hlghland
']\;' Guatemala.’ ThlS blbllographlcal gulde w111 llkely serve'

hu)

students as a bas1c startlng‘polnt for many years to come.br”
| Untll detalled archaeologlcal and ethnohlstor1ca1
't@ 1nvestlgatlons w1th an exp1101tly Cuchumat&n focus are”:lei
conducted “en. understanding of the pre Conquest experience ;
| i‘of the reglon and 1ts peoples must be tentatlvely derlved |
fﬁﬁ;”: 1n 1arge pag%?_from an extrapolation of the work of Carmack

and others 1n the Qulcneen area. It should be noted how-_;;

]] ever, that some scholars disagree wlth what they view as’



';taken %I@ewhere 1n Haghland Guatemala, or even dn. parts

“apof Mexaco,‘apply also to Cuchumat&n communltles There

‘rgfkparmackf""llteral 1nterpretatlon" of the documentary

_d_sources, partlcularly the Popol Vuh and p01nt out that

‘hhfrom the north, the archaeologlcal record of the Qulché

*}pclent anthropologlcal work in the Cuchumatanes srmllarly

T } R 3 Wos S Rty

chcontrary to the ethnohistorlcal account of Toltec 1nva51on‘.f=”

i ‘»

N

1.'.

'lgba81n shows,a strong contlndlty from Cla381c to Postcla551c T

ftlmes (Gruhn, personal communlcatlon) The 1ack of suffrs;f@t

¥

',:« -; \

3;/18 a need\Kfor example, for dlachronlc communlty studlesjfff;ﬁ

[

fﬁsoclal unlts and landholdlng unlts 1n order to establlsh

*f.whether or not patrlllneage groups locallsed 1n~outly1ng?

' ig_' v_."(

'”fhamlete have contlnued 1n assoc1at10n Wlth certaln land—

'ﬁjholdlngs 91nce pre Conquest tlmes. o
h - 7 ra

For the 300 year perlod of Spanlsh rule 1n Central

.wv,

-fﬂlnvolves speculatlng that the’Tandlngs of fleldwork under-tpiﬁjfu

rfwhlch examld/Jthe relatlonshlp between contemporary Indlan*frllt:f?

"m1n18trat10n S

e

:)"

"faof the Indlans 1n New Spaln and“the work of Howard C11ne

. \ -‘ -

'v'and Peter Gerhard are cruc1al to an understandlng of ;;f“'-"

”congregaclén and the admlnlstratlogjof emplre.}aThe recent

o volume by W1111am Sherman zForced Natlve Labor) fllls a e

a

‘,ﬁlarge gap 1n our awareness of how Spanlards controlled and

"'7.exp101ted the Indlan population in the sixteenth cenvmry"

'dfrW1111am Taylor for the Valley of MGXICO and the Valley of e

»landholdlng 1n colonlal Central America, regloﬁal studles

N

"Before an accurate picture emergea of Indlan and Spanlsh

v.‘

L
-

ﬁ{531m11ar to the ones undertaken by Charles Glbson and

V.
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"5_‘:wr1t1ngs of Fuentes y Guzm&n are marvelously rlch Pre--77”f1f ﬁ.:f;?i

< ular\lssue was the subject of a speclal semlnar at the ﬁ'

.‘ ..A v‘ "" . ':,. N ;‘ '. ER »‘k 5 oo ‘ ‘ 3 ) 28‘0

_y
: - . : - . kS e i - L Lo Lo .

populatlon proflles &

R

"“ Oaxaca w1ll have to he 1n1t1ated.; A forthcomlng publlca—1;.

e .‘-1$'._

tlon, W1th a dozen oraso eontrlbutore presentlng long terd

the local or reglonal 1eve1. will ]57mg;75'
SN G - , \;44;ﬂ¢j;,'
hopefully glve the %ca emlc communlty a better ldea of the L

h15tor1ca1 demography of hlghland Guatemala ThlS part1c~t:ﬁhi7'fw5

.‘h"“

/.

'I"‘ .. ) S

twenty seventh meetlng of the Amerlcan Soclety for‘Ethno—\ff;ﬁjfE;;;ﬁ

hlstory held at Albany,_New York, 1n October 1979'3fi: QQ;’

seventeenth centurles, AntonlO\de Remesal and*Franc;sco o

Two of the great chronlclers of the 31xteenth and

Antonlo de Fuentes y Guzman, haVe left behlnd valuable‘?;fﬂf-d; fv” =

deta on the Cuchumatén hlghlandsv Remesal's work contalns

.13

exceptlonally detalled 1nformatlon on the operat1on of vﬁfftj 'f"7,ﬁg

'l's

congregac16n, and 1e one of the few sources that expllcltly
q{atlon of

mentlon a decllne 1n the 81ze of the Indlan pop

«

the reglon due to the ravages of epldemlc dlsease.;;Tnefu;;rf

" : LT T e e
.

’J, .

 'Wthh enabled h1m to become personally acqualnted wlth

A

Vf.ls the hest elghteenth-century summarf

“f orlglnal reports (AGI AG‘9h8) containing signlflcantly

as correg;dor of Totonlcapin and Huehuetenango, a charge j;{.f[fidfgj;

mentary publlcat1ons, euch ae the Colecci6n de documentos

sumably because the chronlcler serVed 1n 1672 and 1673

the Cuchumatan terraln.' Of the 27 chapters whlch comprlse

Book Elght of the Recordac16n ?lo;ida, 21 are devoted to E \

a dlscusslon of the hlstory and geOgraphy of the Cuchuma~f'

tanes., Tﬁe account of ArchbishOp Pedro Cortés y Larrazglzf~

.,f the reglon, the ?;;7{ §_

\

more data than the publlshed resumenes., The large docu-f7{§;~_: :

N

3 : ~~. T




I . . \ '
[ \ .

1néd1tos, relatlvos al descubrlmlent“J conqulsta y organl-*

zaclon de las antlguas poseclones espaﬁolas de Amerlcagy

J[l Oceania (h2 vols., Maﬁrld 186h 188h)-and the-Colecclon f

- S R A L : / -
@ . dlsappaintlng. These volumes are probably most useful for

L: proeects of a ecale .amger and”more complex than thls studyec;:?;j&
; ﬁ“ﬁif}e‘.‘.Untubllshed documemts couerlng the enggre colonlal iitﬁiafm
i' lPerlod were consulted 1n the Archlmo General de Centro—?;gﬁlmi;;.n

: i{Tamérlca (AGCA)_ln Guatemala)Clty endfln theIArchlvo Generels75l7f~”

o

9

:.g,_- -

extractlon of data than the unw1eldy organlsatlon of thef""'”

latter., In the AGCA the f1c“§ros (card 1ndexes) of the

Ayuntamlento, Epldemlas'.Esclavltud Estadistlca, Encomlenda,

i

: )

j?t B Mlnas, Patronato' Peticlones, Planos ¥ Mapas, Prov1nc1a de;eT:‘
| . """' D AR S

de Ultramar (25 vols Madrld 1885 1932) are. ratherff PR

de Indlas’(AGI) 1n Sevllle. The AGCA was uSed more he&V1lYe?Tffji?
then the AGI because the exlstence of an unusual but func—.{ﬂ;ﬂi‘:?
g;q tlonal catalogue 1n the former fa0111tates a more eff1c1entfﬁ;fﬁf,

followlng drawers‘brought the hlghest returns. Agrlcultura,:»j'37*7

Fundaclon y Trasac16n de Poblaclones, Indlgenas, Leglslac16n,”ffitlg

Guatemala, Relaclones Geogyaflcas, Tlerras'?Tasaclones,,and __”"

K3

-<e'f Trlbutos.» In*the AGI“ork was mostly concentrate@ on
. ' o 1.

51xteenth century encomlenda and trlbute data, both of

v:;¥.§h1ch are scarce commodltles, for the Cuchumatén reglon:"fee
at any rate, 1n the AGGA ;*i7{€75l | ».' J"t . l l 'i{!
AlthouSh an attempt haa been made}to locate and '5i
»eserutlnlse a& many relevant materials as poBSlble’ no tjl:“ ”

doubt a signlflcant number were m;ssed. When sources

e exlstlng but unlocated at the t1me of wrlting become

avallable in the futdme, 1t can only be hoped that they ,l;u.

\
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elucldate rether than obfuscate the content of thlsv~ “f.ﬁ‘fV,'i*_‘
: . . - s . u
dlssertatlon.;'
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"APPENDIX 1

N

' Tltle to the encomlenda of Sacapulas, granted by Pre81dent
/ﬁ .

Alonso Lopez de Cerrato and Judge Pedro Ramlrez,wpf the

i Aud1enc1a de Guatemala, to Crlstobal Salvatlerra and the
’-iyounger son of Juan Paez, 15h9 1550. ‘ﬁ. S

e

En 1a c1udad de Santlago de Guatemala, a 5 d1as del mes. de*
abril de’ 15h9 Por los sefiores’ Pre81den<f Y Oldore§ de 1a

Aud1enc1a ¥y Canclllerla Real etc « . Tue tasado la mltad
Vel pueblo de . Zacapulas .que esta encomendado en Crlstobal
' 'atlerra vecino de esta dlcha c1udad compaﬁla ‘del’. menor
) hijo\de Juan Paez Y. es gn Zos terminos y- Jurisdiccion -de’
";festa _1cha cludad mandose a los naturales -del dicho pueblo -
' Aenen. cada un-'afio 9. docenas de galllnas de” castlll S
anegas ‘de sal .eh cada ‘un mes y: 8 indios de. se >
¥ rios en’ esta cludad con que les den de. mer el tlempo R
‘que estu 1 ren y les ensene la doctrlna crlztlana no han de -
_1dar otra coda ni. se les a de llebar a losg ' 1chos 1ndlos por
~n5'n1nguna V1a_ ue sea ni. comuten nlnguna cosd. de un trlbuto ‘
. con otro sea lag: .penas contenldas en. las‘ eyes Y ordenanzas
ajﬁjpor su. maJestad hechas para ‘la’ buena Wernacion: de las’ 1nd1as
R, El llcenc1ado Cerrato Y elllcenc1a 0~ edro RamIrez ‘ SRR

,fﬁEn h dlas del mes de Junlo del dlcho aﬁo &e 15h9, ante los

}g{dlchOS sefiores Pre91dente y. Otdores: 8e agrav1aron los 1ndlos PR

Codel dlcho pueblo de Zacapulas de ‘esta tasacion . que se leg ,,gf§53
’jmando no dlesen mas de cada’ 5 1ndlos de servico. Y quegno¢.w@jjﬁf
:]tralgan la sal 8 esta cludad El llcenclado Cerrato.ff‘”"'”"

,En la cludad de Santlago de Guatemala, ‘a 13 dlas de enero,.ﬁﬁﬂ“~““
.. de 1550 ‘afios,. por-los sefiores Pre31dente Y. Oldores de” ‘la 5
“.]dlcha real’ Audlenc1a fue mandado a 1os naturales del d1cho ,’
:}/pueblo de Zacapulaa, ‘qué por“los indios—d 'servicio que por.- LRy
" esta tasacion habian de ‘dar en cada’; “afio den 1k xlqulplles""
. de cacao la mltad por San" Juan x‘f: ‘otra mitad por - nav1dad
. y'mo han de dar los dlchos 1nd2 de serv1c1o.ﬂ,‘”,- s

| ,,Source.: AGI AGlQB

L AR
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v'ethtle to. the encomlenda of Aguacatan,,NebaJ, and Chajul

s

Pre51dent of the Audlenc1a de Guatemala, to- Franclsco de

‘/

Aa;En Guatemala, en. 30 de Junlo de 1678 aﬂos, Don Sebast1an'--i'

ah”Alvarez Alfonso Rosrca, Presldente de ‘esta. Real Audlenc1a,tf“7

”-".dLJO gie.por. ‘¢uanto don" Martin Carlos de Mencos Pre81dente

-'encomendo a don_ Franclsco de Godoy Guzman vecino ‘de. esta ?J

“‘que fue de esta Real’ Audencla en 11 de’octubre de 1666,

U eiundad los- trlbutos de los pueblos de Aguacatan, Nebaj Yo :;i'_

e doﬁa Ana de Guzman dlfunta, con cargo que :diese en cada

5~Chahul del partldo de Toton1capa, que: bajaron por. muerte

. un afio por via de pension 250. pesos, 150 a dofia. Marla,_doﬁa, f

e“fFranc1sca y doﬁa Isavel Enrrlquez de Castellanos hermanas,
.50 -a cada una, ¥ los 100 restantes a doﬂa Nlcolasa de. Fuentes
'f_doncella, ¥ lo. que lﬂhuldamente ‘valian los trlbutos de los

. ﬁpadrones y: llquldOSe el valor delos trlbutos ysacadose la -

}jdlchos 3: pueblos mando ‘el senor Pre81dente que. venldos los

wﬁfqulnta parte que pertenece al’derecho de armada de" barIOVento,

“7.gozase el dicho don Francisco de Godoy ‘de 200" pesos, y.de los

-..7 103 pesos, 3 reales faltan para las pensiones 1h6 pesos, 5
"Greale§*7se mando que se tasasen los 103 pesos, 5 reales entreg

;;fdemas ge ajusten 108250 pesos, de pen81ones g por la e
”valla hecha delos trlbutosde 108 d1choa pueblos no monta .
. mas: ‘que 379 pesos 2 reales Yy sacados 5 pesos, T reales. ‘que
v';lmporta ‘el qulnto, quedan 303 pesos, 3 reales b sacados 200 o
: pesos pertenec1entes ‘al’ encomendero, ‘quedan para las pen51ones

. las penslones.'._.; - e T e T

©source:: AGC, A3.16, leg. 2808, exp. ho6k8. .

e
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Tltle ta the encomlenda of Huehuetenango, granted by Juan

'; Nuﬂgﬁ de Landecho, Presldent of the Audlencia of Guatemala, “f;"”

S

"to Luls Manuel leentel December Qh 1562 ffﬁf}te,

Yo el llcen01ado Juan Nuﬁéz ﬂe L ndecho,,Pre31dente de la ,
Real - Audlencla por .su real cedula fncomendada @ vos. Luls'f"“e’
Manuel: Pimentel ve01no de la ciudeld de- Guatemala, &5 pueblo o
de Huehuetenango, ‘que ‘eg.: en: los termlnos y. Jurlsdlclon de -
Jesta ciudad- ‘con’ todos los caclques 1nd105 y pr1nc1pales del
dlcho pueblo con los: barrlos ¥y estancias y todo 1o demas a“ . -
--“_el anexo Y. pertenec1ente, segun que 'los: tenla 'y. poseia. Juan;jﬁ:.g-ﬂ“
de Esplnar, -vecino: que fue.de la dlcha c1udad dlfunto, por. et
guya muerte se- 08" dep081ta ¥y ‘encomienda’ para que llebels losa!"
trlbutos Y aprovechamlentos de los dichos 1ndlos conforme e e
~la’ tasaclon que - éﬁ ellos.estaﬁ hechas o ae hicie ren. de aqui . .-
adelante con - car 0 ‘que tengals de” enseﬁar e instruir a los: v[}”ﬁ =
dlChO& 1ndlos en las cosas de nuestra ‘santa. fe catolica paraf'jajlg,
lo cual se. os" encarga, para auniento de. los dlchos 1nji;§4 yoo

‘se os manda a 1os Alcaldes ordlnarlos de la ciudad os tan}bfﬁf:{f”
v .en la. poseslon de ‘los dlchos 1ndlos y- amparen y*EE;; ndan " enlﬂ“ﬁ"
E ella’ y ‘no con31entan de ella sea desposeldo sin ser: prlmero RN
'&Eﬁﬂo Yo venc1do\conforme a:lo por si majestad mandado, la cuali;j"
encomienda se os hace por-la. real . cedula de su: maJesbad su o
Q fecha a 28..de abril de 1561 -afios fecha en la 01udad der
.Guatemala a 2k de . d; clembre de 1562 aﬁos TEl llcenclado L
Landecho.-’_A,} BN e v..;',-- Ea

e

”

So';i}'ée'-:_‘_»_'ifAQCAﬁ,.’A"j‘.'-‘.i_s',,,"-i;“‘eg"‘.’ '2?9‘8 exp hoh7o



‘ .'fYo el 11cenc1ado Juan Martlnez La%decho gobernador general

 APPENDIX b
f = i T e SCRR S - IR ’ O
“Tltle to two caballerias of land 1n the v1c1n1ty of Huehue*¢§{”f”

‘ﬂﬂtenango _awarded to Luls Manuel leentel for the purposes of

'fjgrow1ng wheat November 2h 1563 ‘1.r;f;_f{ ;;\;;fi.gisflf

S N

'zf»etc . ‘por- cuanto Tuis. Manuel leentel vecino:de estm’

Q;dlcha c1udad e Gu&temala, por pet1c1on que "ante m1 presento ?Qf"
-,,fmo ‘hizo- relaclon diciendo que. el tenia nece31dad ‘de’ tierras’ .
jpara sembrar trlgo Yy por que en. termlnos del pueblo de Huehue-'

“};jtenango que ‘el posee hay cantldad de ellas yermas y: sin’ per-.,qfﬁyﬁ

ffyju1c1o de’ 1ndlos ni’ persona alguna me - pldlo le hlclese merced O
- de '3 caballerlas de tierra pera. trlgo una legua del dlcho jq;,g:~32

:v-f,pueblo de Huehuetenango poco mas. o menos- que ‘hera: donde tenla fbw
.- su'sementera’ Juen ‘de Esplnar encomendero que’ ‘solia ser del
»]:)dlcho pueblo ¥ por m1 visto cometl a’ Luls“de Estrada vec1no
L délar c1udad real - de Chlapa ‘que’ habla de ir 'y ‘pasar por el

- _dlcho pueblo para’ que viese las dlchas mlerras ¥y me 1nformase_
;gf51 estaban sin perJUICIO de: algunos 1ndlos u‘de. otras personas
'y elicual’ hablendolas v1sto ‘me’ 1nforma estar 81n el dlcho :

'5-_perju1c10 ¥ constandome ‘de lo 8UBO dlcho por ‘la. dlcha 1nform-eﬁv

" acion y- -parecer: que cerca de ello dio di. ‘la presente por la s

'ﬁ;fcual en nombre .de su. majestad ete,~x..; doy y senalo a vos

:_el dlcho Luis; Manuel Pimentel dg
la parte” Y- lugar de’ suso decla ado para que en’ ellas hagals

'“?vuestrase sementeras de trlgo £ sembrar Y- cultlvar en’ ellas

'todo 1o que qulsleredes por bien tuv1eredes Y. sesa ﬁura vos Vlﬂf}u“f:

R vustros heredros»y sucedores etc.,g qulsleredes Na con
'U,tanto que dentro de 4 anos. de la fecha de este titulo " no.

'7;‘ D1ego de Robledo.;j;fﬁ*‘. S f

'"Ilas podals vender torcar a persona alguna ni- 1glec1a n1 _

. -monasterio. 80 pena &e perderlas Yo que ‘dentro de 2 anos 1as\\

“ gembreis Y. cultlvels 'y -no hac1endolo se . podra dar A otra

v'persona, Y-.que- 1as Justlclas de la c1udad de’ Guatemala 08 '_ oy

©--metan en la posec1on y ‘ampasen en ella so -pena de - 500 peSOS"' :

©de oro para Y camara de ‘su-majestad, fecho en la- cludad de.
'ucSantlago de Guatemala, a los. 2k dias del mes de nov1embre s SRR
de 1563 anos, el- licenciado Landecho, por mandado de su- Sa.-'-~*”"*

‘~i:éégi£§5 AGCA& A3 leg._2863 exp. h1698

ufeballerlas ‘de: tlerra en ,ﬁgyﬁf:ue



301 -

 APPENDIX 5 . *

Tltle to . two caballerias of 1and in the v1c1n1ty of Chlantla,i
{

'awarded to. Lu;s Manuel leentel for the purposes of grow1ng . -

Tcorn,‘November~26; 1563..

gﬁj'f:Yo el llcen01ado Juan Martlnez de Landecho gobernador general
“y .presidente de&ia Aud1enc1a de: Guatemala,’etc.‘... por cuant0~
Luis Manuel Pimentel. vecino de la ciudad de Santiago de Guat- '
i .. emale; "’ por pet1c1on que ante m1 presento me hizo relac1on '
B diciendo qué en terminos del pueblo de Chiantla: que pose1a
habian cantidad de tierras yeymas Y sin perju1c1o de ‘persona
R alguna y me pidio le hiciese merced ‘de’ 3 caballerlas de tierra
% . para sembrar maiz y en un llano que estaba de la otra’ parte‘,
73 " del rio que bajaba por bajo del dlcho pueblo como ivan hacia
s la cludad de Chiapa y por mi visto cometi a Luis de; Estrada _
' vecino de la ciudad real de chiapa que iva y pasaba por. eaos,*'”t'
termlnos me informase si “estaban en: penjulclo de glgunos _
indios u de otra persona,. ¢f habiendo visto me informo' que e
estaban sin perjuicio etc. . Y constandome lo suso dicho por,_ .
la dicha 1nforma01on y barecer gque;cerca ‘de ello dio di la
presente por la cual en nombre de su majestad por el poder
} " que me dio :por su real cedula di y senale &-vs el dicho Luls -
{ .  Manuel leentel dos caballerias de tlerragen la parte ¥y lugar’
L | de suso declarada para que en ellas podais hacer vuestrasi
‘ _sementeras de maiz sembrar y- cultibar en ellas todo lo que ‘
‘.qulsleredes .y por bien tpv1eredes Y que se para vos- ¥ vustros‘
}sucesores y que no la podais vender trocar a- nlnguna persona
' “iglecia ni monasterio so pena que. la perderels y- que en dichas
tierras no podals tener ganados mayores ni menores .Y que
dentro de -2 anos -la debeis tener cultivadas. que-dicho tlempo
corre de la fecha de este titulo y no. lo haciendo se daran
a otra persona Yy que las dichss Justlclas de la ciudad de
guatemala 0s metan ‘en-1la posecion y amparen en. dichas tierras ..
" so pena de 500 pesos de orp para la camara de su majestad
etec. ... fecho en la c1udad de Santiago de Guatemala, a 26
dias del mes de noviembre de 1563 anos, el licenciado Land-

echo, por mandado de 8. Sa. Dlego de Robledo.

" Source: ‘AGCA,’A3; leg. 2863, exp. s 1f 8.

«
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APPENDIX 6
Tiﬁie'to a'fanch‘for.sheeﬁ‘and goats qﬁ the~#icipity'of
Huéhuéteﬁaégo, ayarded'to'Luiananuél.Pimentel, Noyember’ s

26, 1563.

Yo el licenciado Juan Martinez Landecho gobernador general =~

etc.Lﬂ;.‘portcuanto‘Luis-Manuel{Pimentel[?eciﬁokde_lajciudad'2 '

de‘San'AnpOnio de“laJprovincia'de Guatemala, por peticion

‘que ‘ante mi preSento[menhizb-relacioh'dipiendd que,él;tegég °

" necesidad de un .sitio para asentar una estancia de ovejassy -

- cabras' y ‘por quefén_terminosidéfHuehugtenangofque el poseia

Y unas vegas y llanos:quengshgcianApdr‘bajo3del;uha‘legua"

 Pdco mas o menos del dicho . pueblo habia cantidad de tierras .-

pardﬂel'dicho'efectq.Que.estabahssin-perjuiéiofde:persqnaf_ S

. alguna‘mefpidio\lejhiciése‘merced‘delun-sitio para;aSéntar111 ;o
~la‘diCha‘éstancia'y_por.miivistq’cometi-é'Lnis;dé-Estrada,_-

~vecino de la ciudad real de Chiapa que: venia ‘de ir 'y pasar ,
por ol dicho pueblo y sus terminoés y para que ‘viese el ‘dicho. .
sitio y tierras y me informase si estaban en perjuicio de -+ .. 7
algunos "indios u de otra persona alguna el .cual haviendo

. Visto me informo estar sin el dicho perjuicio de indios y
‘constandome 1o suso dicho por la dichainformacion y parecer

que cerca de ello dio el -dicho Luis de Estrada di la presente

‘Por ‘la cual en nombre de su majestad ¥y por virtud del poder =
que ‘& mi dado por su real cedula doy y sena;d1g1.diéhoﬁLuié/h
Manuel Pimentel el dicho sitio para que en’ la parte y lugar -

de suso declarada pueda hacer 'y asentar ula estancia de -
ovejas.y cabras y sea para el y sus herederos y sucesore’s }

¥ hacer sus casas y corrales que’conviniehlpa}a ella y labrar.

'Y cultivar 16 que le fuere necesario para su sustentacion y =

mantenimiento y dentro de una legua de"la dicha estancia no .
S¢ pueda asentar otro sitio de ‘estancia ni hacar corrales y o

" los pastos y‘abrebaderos sean comunes con tanto que 1la podais -
vender donar trocar a;iglecia‘ni‘monaStériovni~persona_alguna >

. S0 pena que. la perdereis y que este la dicha tierra sin per-
Juicio de indios y que dentro de 1 ano la tengais poblada y

dentro de otro siguiente de la fechs de data del titulo no - Yy,

. la pobleis se‘podna,dar & otra persona y que las justicias =~/

. de la dicha ciudad de Guatemala os metan j amparen en la
~posesion de ella so pena ‘de 500 pesos de oro para 1&:camara;

fecho en la ciudad de Santiago de Guatemala, a los 26 dias

*. del mes de noviembre de 1563 anos, el licenciado Landecho,

por mandado de S.Sa. Diego de Robledo. ‘SV ' co TN

\ A

Source: AGCA, A3, leg. 2863, exp. 41698.

e
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*av1c1n1ty of Huehuetenango, awarded to Luls Manuel leentel
T _ o 3 ‘

.

}»May 22. 156h . . - . | . | L o ..&'

__Yo el llcenc1ado Juan Martlnez de Landecho gobernador general
" por su ‘mejestad de:-todas las prov1nc1a sujetas a la audiencia:

oy canc1ller1a real de los 'confines y su presldente de ella

“ete.  Por cuanto Luis Manuel leentel vec1no ‘de “la ‘ciudad-

-~ de Saﬁtlago de 1la prov1n01a de Guatemala, por peticion que - ,
ante - -mi presento me. hizo relacmon d1c1endo ‘que.- tenia nece51dad o

.. de una estanc1a de. ganado mayor en térmlnos del. pueblo de -
’Huehuetenango legua y. media del dicho pueblo .donde: el tenla

“hecha una. cerca de’ unos. sumldgfos de agua y me. pldlo le

-'hlclese merced de . las dichas tierras- para el dicho efecto‘y

opor mi v1sto lo suso dlcho atento que. por ciertos. autcs Y
parecer de. Alonso Paz a quien cometi viese las dichas tlerras:;--

"'fsu majestad 'y del poder a mi. dado por su real cedula doy Y.

o estan las minas donde el dicho Luls Manuel tlene hecha la -

_herederos y: sucesores 'y pueda hacer las casas .y corrales

ooosi estaban en perju1c1o de persona alguna consto estar sin’ ' .
. el dlcho perjuicio.di el presente por el cual en’ nombre de’ “_:‘:I“a\\g;

'senalo al. dicho Luis Manuel Pimentel las tlerras Y ‘sitio que o
pide para la dlcha estancia de ganado. mayor en terminos del ,g;__
" dicho pueblo de Huehuetenango y del de Chintem dos leguas A
media. del ‘dicho’ pueblo a las: .espaldas de la- 51erra donde .

‘dlcha cerca de sumideros de agua Y unas casas Yy corral para
que en el pueda tener y tenga Bus: ganados mayores y menores
-que . qulslere ¥y por bien. tubleres Y. sean para Vos' y vuestro

. que convengan para la dicha: estanc1a ¥ dentro de‘una legua

della no se pueda asentar otro sitio de- estancia ni hacer

’corrales ¥y los. pastos y abrebaderos sean comunes contando

‘que: no las’ pueda vender donar ni trocar a persona alguna

ni iglecia ni monasterlo dentro de 4 anos, que corran de

“la’ fecha de este tltulo 80 pena de haber perdlo, Y con que

el dicho sitio y estanc1a no esten en. perjuicio de ningunos .-

. indiags naturales ni persona algunsa y dentro de 1 ano que

~‘corra del dicho dia y si despues de poblada estuviere otro P B
- ano despoblada la perdereis y se’ podra dar s otra persona' : o
etc, ... ¥y que las dichas. Ju8t101as de 1a ciudad de Santiago (;J
08’ metan en la ‘posésion. 'y amparen en ella sopena de ... etc. :

, fecha en la ciudad de Santiago de Guatemala, a 22 del

mes de mayo de 156h anos. El lic, Landecho,,por ‘mandado- _ 3

de S Sa. Diego de Rodledo. - . S S S d

%

P

¢ : ]

Source: AGCA, A3, leg. 2863, exp. 41698..
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APPENDIX 8 - . . 2

g

f‘;Title‘to'sevén cabgllérias bf’lédd on thé7Aths de:Chiant1a,__

Don Felipe por la gracia de Dios Rey de Castilla, étc:-'::>‘
- cuanto con. comision del licenciado don Juan Geronimo Duardo,
de mi consejo Oidor’dé 1a,AudienciaZcoité‘y'Reml'Cancilleria~.;
. que reside-en la ciudad de Santiago de Guatemala, y juez . °
";privativdwdelldereého_de“tigrras'a‘pedimiénto‘déldcomvenp03
Y religiosos: del pueblo.de Jacaltenango, de. la Jurisdiccion -
del partido de Huehuetenango procedio el Alferez Tomas Garcia
. de Medina habiendo citado & los naturales del pueblo, de . " - .
‘Chiantle a’'el capitan Juan Martinez.defla,Vega3;é"el[Alferezf~'l"'
Domingo- Moscoso CiréunvepinQSiafmédi},yiémojpnarfsiete_' R
caballeriésfdé'tierraﬁEh.losfalﬁoé del ‘pueblo de nuestra
‘ 'Seﬁdra,defChiantlg,fy;conclusos-loé:autos en la'farma regular .
" los remitio a dicho mu Oidorrjuez,priVativo“anté,quien5se. PR
 ;preseptardn~qu[pgrte_dé}dichoﬂpomvehto y»feliéidéosfyja,su‘” gl
~ instancia déblaro.pbrk;eglengas.lab,referidas tierras:y por .
';‘jxerdadero,vqlbf"déZCada caballeria el de T tostones mandando
*gﬁséjsgCasenlal'pregon*y;remhtaseh?en’él mayor postor, y habien-
. -dose ‘pregonado y celebrado remate- a favor de dicho comvento
" en lé_misma'cantidadﬂdeVT‘tostones?céballgriagQué con la o
- 'média anata y. eresido’ de castillos entero en mi real caja = -
~‘defla3diCha'mi“éo;tehdeAquefdieronuéertificaciOn-mis"dficialesj_;” -
”reales~y.por,constarfde‘elLd-leflibro‘titulo el dicho mi Oidor -

:aﬁérd%d tb.the MerCedafian.mqndStery‘of‘Jacéiténango;

Jdnuary 21, 1708.

Juez privativo a 10s 17 'del mes de. enero corriente refrendado = = -
o de mi infrascrito es¢ribano_de‘camarQLy mayor de gobierno 'y - .
- guerra, el cual se.presento ante don. Toribio de Cosio caballero
- del orden de Calatraba-del dicho mi consejo Presidente de 1la o
‘referida mi Audiehéiawmi,governadbr.y;capitanfgeneral*enflasfg' :
provincias de su distrito con 1a peticionvdel‘tenor'siguiente}-jg
. Fray Gonzales procurador ‘general delvbomVento_de,nuestra'senorg~"
de las mercedes de esta ciudad como mejor lugar haya paresco .
ante‘Y.S.’y;digo_que"por”él'seﬁor Oidor Juez privativo del S
_ .realeerechO'de tierras licenciado don Juan Geronimo Duardo .
- .8e libro un titulo de T caballerias de tierra-a favor del - -
~*comvento y religiosos del pueblo de Jacaltenango en la Juris- =
© diccion de Huehuetenango que es el que presento debidamente .
. para que Y.Sa. se airva'de“mandarlqjl;ebgr'a‘gleenor fiscal, '
.y con ‘o que dijere mandar se le libre & dicho comvento y - -

. religiosos mi parte, la confirmacion de el mediante lo cual - _
& V.8, pido y suplico asi lo provea y mande que en ello espero .
recibir bien y merced, con Justicia etc, Fray Jose Gonzales, -

. procurador general.- Lo qual}y.el.titulo”démoétradb sefmgndo;
~ lebar a mi Fiscal, y e1-1icenciado;d°n.Jose;Gutierresﬁdeflﬂ |
Pefia de mi consejo que lo es de le dicha Audiencia dio esta -

L I



;_APRENbrx 8 (cont'd.) | _ o . -

};respuesta El Flscal de Bu majestad ha v1sto este escrltoi'
y dice que V.Sa. siendo servido podra librar a esta parte o
la - cert1f1cac1on que plde de el titulo," Guatemala, y enero.~

'l“21 de 1708 aﬁos.- llcen01ado Gutlerres.;

e

Source: - AGCA, Al.2k, leg. 1577, folio 3.
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. Ti‘tlﬁ totwenty—seven -Laballerias Of la.nd awarded to the R

}

'Q'Indlan communlty ofLSan Andres Cullco, May 25 l759;_

"En San Andres Cullco ‘8 25 de mayo de 1759 aﬁos.~ a ”-jf‘

"iﬂCojlendo desde la vega del dicho rio .por dicho rio.de el

‘Vnorte sublendo por un llanlto de la falda de unas lomas y

306

varias. quebradas: con 15- cuerdas’ 36 1/2 varas se 11380 a e

una cumbre de ‘el cerro- nombrado Vlya,.que enfrenta con: el

C ceérro del Rosarlo, etc.i; Y baJando por. “la farda del
 d1cho cerro. Vlya, por. el mlsmo rumbo. se llego al” cerro,~'

_ Chlnechahneva, y bajando por un. rlachuelo nombrado Quebah

Y 31gu1endo por unas cumbres- emplnadas 81n1estra ‘8 manO»y'

, el ‘eamino’ real que va 8l pueblo ‘de:” Ystaguacan viene a ‘este .

- de: Cullco, Yy se 1lego al. cerro nombradp Chlnezyupln,'yf _~

f3381gu1endo ‘por una quebrada Be" llego al:.pie - .del caminio . de
‘Chlnlnxocoy, y deJando -0 la” derecha: el paraje nombrado

,5f,Yxmuley ‘en._que:-tiene formado traplche el padre’ fray Juan B
f'QJAntonlo Gonzales, del horden de las Mercedes,vqulen 81n :
'”L-Justo ni legitimo tltulo de .dicho paraje, ‘que’. dlsta 1= 1/2

legua’ del d1cho pueblo, y 81gu1endo 1a medlda por unas romasff

" sellego al- pie ‘del cerro nombradp Pie.de la Palma, y con 9
;cuerdas de- la quebrada nombrada Expocolvily y siguiendo por'.u” 8

el norte se llego al cerro que enfrenta al . d1cho pueblo y

 prasando por detras del cerro Exqueleaz, sublendo al cerro
Tuisalcheo, 'y 31gu1endo con ‘la cuerda ge paro. en- una’

-gquebrada del riachuelo’ Yulba, y 51gu1endo en dicho. rumbo 1-5

,fxzpor una savaneta se llego a.. enfrentar al- p1e del cerro'
’ﬂ,'nombrado Camcache, y se tomo: por el ponlente se llego al
,;'cherro Carchoz Y slgulendo dicho - rumbo se’ llego ‘hasta el
ﬁTTchrro Lavall, 'y 'por haber ‘muchas’ barrancas'y a- 0Jo calcule
-3 cuerdas ‘hasta el cerro de Chansubeu por. dlcho rumbo del

:forlente, Yy asi quedo 01rcumbalada dicha uedlda, vy las tlerras
“.en que esta el dlcho fray Juan Antonlo Gonzales por ‘no tener

“iderecho alguno se ‘le deJo a salvo para fraguar lo- que convenga

7l*y no se dio la’ correspondlente legua del ejido que por . lagw

“

- 1nstrucc1on que por este Juzgado prev1ene por ser: tlerrasgg-j.

_-jffragosas e inutiles & 81endo pocos. .sus ‘naturales: quedaron‘*
. contentos ‘con las que e le han- medido que les: son’ utiles

"fgpara sus. sementeras, que reaultaron 27 caballerias.,'

. /Source: AGCA, Al; leg. '.60'0'_6 exp. 52897
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' APPENDIX 10: "

Tltle to fourteen  §hg]]§zIa of 1and ot Sahpocolah,'f’.w S ;o
‘awarded to the Indlan leaders of. Aguacatén, Don Pedro B

.y Don Sebastlén de Escobar, August 21 l7;l.»v

S t-
 fDon Fellpe por la grac1a de DlOS Rey de Casﬁllla etc -
- Por .cuanto.a- pedlmento de don Pedro y - don Sebastlan de . ]f.'--u';n
Escobar, 1ndlos naturales N pr1nc1pales del pueblo de R v
& nguacatan en el partldo de’ Huehuetenango,_se mldleronly‘.'
"amojonaron b caballerias-de tierra en termlnos de dicho
¥ pueblo Y en el paraje nombrado Sahpocolax, ‘cuyos- autos de’n'
medidas’ se: presentaron ante ml Oidor juez- prlvatlvo de- -

7st1erras llcenc1ado don Manuel de- Valtodano de mi consejo,

- pidiendo:. se declarase el verdadero valor de dichas: tierras . =

 'y por decreto que proveyo las’ declaro por realengas y por

”l;ﬁ el. Justo prec1o de cada caballerxa ‘el de 8 ‘tostones “con.
o @’el cual . mando sacarlas al pregon para que. se rematasen enQ
'?jqulen ‘mas’ por ellas diese Y. hav1endose pregonado se: L

A ssuso dicho se entero en mi real caJa de la dlcha mi corte

“‘remataron en’ ‘los dichos don Pedro y don Sebastian. de  j;37f ;5?j5; f
;,Escobar, & los 28 de agosto corrlente de este" ano a: dicho’ ‘_jw@__lﬁ-,y
“precio y- compllendo con. el tenor del remate por parte del- ~ﬁ3"-'v"

-(117 tostones 2 rs, Y lh maravedls del valor de. dichas. . s
._'tlerras ‘su media anata. y acreqxda que consta por certlflca-"'
“'010n ‘de “mis of1c1ales reales de ella; qué orlglnalea .para
. con- los-autos de esta materia en poder de mi- 1nfrascr1to . _ o
escribano de. camara, mediante lo cual.’el’ dlcho m1 ‘Oidor-- ?;f DR
Juez prlvatlvo de tlerras lqs despacho tltulo en forma a, e

" los 21 de dicho mes de- agosto de este -afio.con elr cual se

‘presento Zeledon de Berreon do su procurador ante don ,

Toribio de- Cosio- etcf... Pre81dente de. m1 Audlenc1a, corte i

Yy Canclllerla Real que ‘esta 'y regside en: la 01udad dex T
‘fSantlago de las Prov1nc1as de Guatemala, mi- gob. Y cap.

S oogral. .en su dlstrlto pldlendo la conf1rmac1on de dicho. , . :
 gt1tu1o, ¥y con ‘Yo que-dijo mi Flscal de dicha mi: Audlencla‘f ol
.,a quien le mando dar vista conflrlo a los” dlchos don Pedroﬁ* o R
~y .don Sebastian de Eecobar,vla conflrmaclon del titulol, ¥y L i
~ para que lo proveido tenga cumplido efecto con acuerdo de ¢ .
“.dicho mi presldente Gob. ¥y Cap. gral. libro el presente porﬁ” . S

‘el cual apruevo y. conflrmo ‘el referido. tltulo de 14 ceball- "’

“erias de tierra librado a favor de. los. dichos don Pedro y

1don Sebastlan de Escobar por el dlcho mi Oidor Juez prlvatgvo

,‘que es el que va cltado el cual mando se guarde cumpla y- :

L ejJecute. segun Y como en el se contlene expresa Yy declara

- ﬂobservandose su tenor 'y forma sin que se. consienta poner ni

~'que Be ponga. por ningunos mis Jueces ni Just1c1as ni- otras..‘:_*:-ifjé
:.personasembarazo ni impedimento alguno ni que los suso- R
dlchos ‘sean 1nqu1etados en la posec1on de dlchas tlerraS' ' Y




'EAPPENDIk ;Of(contﬁa,)

v .

5vantes si. gocen en propledad de ellas -8in que se haga ena =

 contrar1o con: nlngun pretexto 80 . pena de 'mi merced y de .

" 200 pesos de oro para mi camara y fisco, fécho. en 18" eiudad
- de. Guatemala, en 21" de agosto de 1711 aﬂos.s

) Cosio = ¥ yor Pldro de Esp1nosa escrlbano del
Sy de cama en su Audlencla\y Rl., Cancilleria~gue "en- sta.
‘-c1udad de Guatemala, re51de,,mayor de Goblerno ¥ guerra,

>‘;“fen su distrito la Kice escribir’ por. 8u mandado con acuerdo fﬁ"
. de su’ pre31dente ‘8ob.y - cap. gral .—-Reglstrado. don_Manuel,fg[“
"l'de Farlnas Conc%ller don Manuel de Farlnas. RGP SR

R

. 'Source: - AGCA, Al.2k, ‘legi 1578, folio 271. R A

on Tor1b1o de.
NG ntro. Sr.ﬁf

"fBOﬁ;



