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Many hlstonans clatm that a specral stage of life known as adolescence was;.

“ "dtscovered m the late mneteenth- and early twcnheth-centunes and that byk‘tthe '

- :‘3" l920s mstltuuons specxﬁc to that age-group were well-establtshed in westem SOClCly

' ~" Thls thesrs tests that mterpretatron of the expenences of teen- agers by usmg the .

'Edmonton Alberta. A L

-

(PN N {

e, case study approach to focus on the youth of -a small westem Canadxan city, namcly

L~

.o \
Through an exammanon of the hves of tee'n-agers il the labour market m the

schools, in youth orga.mqguons and in the com‘ts the thesis demonStrates that an
adolescence marked by age—gradmg and segregauon delayed responsxbthty and -
prolonged dependency wttl'un the famtly was by no eans a umversally shared

experlence for teen agcrs m Edmonton in the 1920s. In fact, the ltves of teen -agers, |

as rmght be expected were largely detertmned by the class locauon of thc1r

' faxmltes The mam result of tlus was that the workmg class young often needed to

‘ . . .,

qfi.& ¢
" enter the worlt force as early as posmble a srtuanon whrch dld not allow for an '

‘ad‘lescence” In addmOn gender relanons conunued to play a large role in
strucnmng teen*agers expenences and gtrls, regardless of thcu' class ongms, found .

contradtcuons between thetr posmons as “youths and as “females

. t‘A'v" rooY

- .':That ts not to say that changes were not afoot. In the case of Edmonton’ as.

\

- "v*elsewhete, slufts m populauon stmcnues and econonnc and soctal relanons meant

e . ;that teen-agers were mcreasmgly excluded from the labour market and that large

¥

e ’*fnumbers were crowdmg mto the lugh schools. These reahues forced many adults to ;‘ ’

eonl‘ront new 1ssues about the young and develop strategxes to cope wrth this ¢ age- e



; :vcducauon programs in thc schools.

[N ot T " : : : ) :

group Onc of thc major rcsults of thcsc cffons was the dcvclopmcnt of vocational

.

. Y
N i . . I
: ’
.

‘ Howcvcr whﬂe thc thcory ar{d pracnce of youth work ~schoolmg and social wclfarc

was bcmg re-fashioned to takc changmg matcrml cmcumstanccs mto account, it is
aléb truc that old amtudes and pracnccs cbntmucd to co-cxxst thh thc ncw For

teen- agcrs thcn Edmonton in the l920s was a city m transition.
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oY For my daughter, Kcndra Chnsuc Coultcr |
,.t : Shc has not known ;hfc w1thout hcr mothcr s thcs1s
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION.

o

*“There appears to be sweeping over the country a wave of immorality
~involving young pcople”l announced W.G, Carpenter, Edmonton;s Superintendent
of Schools, in 1922, He had just returned from a meeting where the behaviour of
Canadian youth had been severely criticized by his colleagues from across Western .
Canada. to find that his Board was being asked to allow déncing at gmdc‘twclve
class partics. The ensuing dcbatAe, which continued to rage in one form or another
for several years and involved school uustccs, administrators, teachers, students and
parents, revealed much about prevailing ideas on youth and something about the
experiences of t'ecn-agcrs,i.n Edmonton in the third decade of this ccritury, Indeed,

some panicipauts in the debate ,reﬂected_lviewslon the prolonged dependency of

youth and the need for delayed msponsit;ii;ity, continuing adult supervision and age- -
scgrcgpn/c;n and groupiu‘g’ which wouid suggest that denouton’s teen-agers in the
19205 were seen as modern adolescents. . This would be in keeping with the
arguments of historiuns such as John Gillis and Joseph Kett” who claim that
‘adolescence as we now understand in was a creation ot: the late nineteenth- and early
, twenneth-ccnmncs. a crcauon which, by the 19205, had becomc well- ~
. institutionalized in most of lflc western world. o
\- In his book, Youth and History: ﬂadinon and Change in European Age .
Relanons 1 770-Present John Gillis examines the changmg ‘status and cxpcnences of
young people in Germany and England over nearly two hundred years and

concludes that adolcsccnce was “‘discovered’’ in thc pcnod from 1870 to 1900 In

———-pm-mdustnal Europe, argues lehs, youth was an age of scmi~mdcpcndcncc and .



yduth groups and fraternities of various sorts maintained traditions of their own.
With the onset of mdustnahzanon the ‘traditions of youth were re-drawn along class
lines and took on new meaning through the appcarancc of working class gangs and
middle and upper class student radical or bohemian groups, By 1870, hqwcvcr,
youth lost its relative autonomy and became an instrument of adult interests.

The actual **discovery’” of adolescence Gillis assigns to the middle class for it

was that class which first experienced both the major drop in child mortality and the “®

change from high to low fertility encouraged by birth control that Gillis argues were
the'ncccssary pre-conditions for the existence of adolescence. The increasing
likelihood that children would live to becomé adults and the decreased number of
children in any given family encouraged parental attitudes towards children to

' changc Children bccamc the focus of parcntal attention and wcrc tmated as
mdlwduals Furthermore, w1th the decline of apprcnnccshnp and the rise of the

whnc collar" labour market, schooling assumed new importance as it came to be

1

- viewed as a guarantee of future employment. As a result of these factors, life

' cles were altcrcd.and ;oung people bctwccrl.thc ages of Lunccn and cighteen
became increasingly dependent family mcmbcrs lost access to the economy and the
society of adults and became the subjects of parental and institutional control.

If low mortality and low fertility made the discovery of adolcsccrwsl_l)lc :
the *‘invention” of an adolescence defined by a certain set of very particular social
and psychological qualitics. was, suggests Gillis, an uncxp'cctcd offshoo‘t of the
rchrm of the clite Bnush public schools whxch bcgan with Arnold’s tenure at
Rugby from 1827 1839 While pre-industrial youth grbups had dcveloped tradmons
to control thctr own moral and sexual conduct adults of the mhctccmh-century
élites co—optcd thosc tradmons and. transformed them into conscrvauvc instruments
~of m?htansm, nanonahsm and patriotism wlnlc developmg msutunons such as the

boardmg schools Wthh 1solated youths from the broader socxety As the



, ,’posiuvxst soctal sctence.
: ev1ls of adult hfe resulted m youths losmg many of the' cml and socml nghts they

. nineteenth-century wore on, parents and especially school masters used youth peer

. groups to enforce oonformity. and any sign of individualism was taken as evidence

of sexual vice. By 1870, sport, based on the mtlltary model, took over from Laun
study and the monastic life model as the rite of passage for youths and also became
the device through whtch a consctously separate male world of muscular ' \ A b

l

Christianity was constructed. By the carly part of the twenueth -century, * .what

~ were historically-evolved norms of a particular class became enshrined in medical

and psychological literature as the ‘natural® attributes of adolescence.””” Thus
science was called on to provide a new legitimation for old social controls. When
conformity, sclf-deniat-and dependence became standards of behaviour l‘ot the

young, the in‘depindence of working class youths and their resistance to those norms

‘ just became proof of their inferiority, It was a short step from this point to the

- criminalization of non-normative behaviour which then created the problem of |

Juvemle delt/nquency .

~ Gillis is qutck to point out, however, that while an adolescence marked by
dependency, adult control and age grouping arose first among the _rmddle classes,
many youth workers were already by the 1880s trying to universalize the expe;ience
for all teen-agers w1thout regard to class A new generauon of youth workers can

be identified i in this penod and its members tended—to romanncwe youth “as the,

source of personal and soctetal revxtaltzauon” and hence “set out tq,_free the young “

o tLfmm the bonds of ¢ an urban-tndusmal cmhzauon grown rigid and corrupt. .by virtue

of tts own matenal pmgress. ‘Inm romanuctzmg youth these new youth workers ‘

| emphawd the phystcal and psychologtcal sxde of adolescence ina move desxgned
to eneourage the natural unfoldmg and development of young hves Gillis | notes

"’ In addmon, the attempts to protect the young from the

LR

D,

‘. that ulttmately ’h’s emphasts chained the young “to anew confomuty sancuoned by e



had earher enjoyed and constgned them to a low status and dependent age gmup
subject to adult control in all areas of datly life. | P
Joseph Kett traces a. broadly ‘'similar hlstory of youth in the Umted States in -
his book, Rites of Passage Adolescence tn Amertca 179%? the. Presentx Wbtle ,
,recogmzmg that many youths m agrxcultural communmes tended to expenence a
- state of prolonged dependency in seventeenth- and etghteenth century Amenca he
.also suggests that by the early mneteenth-century most ’youths between lO and 21

<existed in a state of semx dcpcndence in which their expenence of adults was a

. curious mix of both freedom and oppressmn Just as Gillis found with many youths \
} .

of the pre-mdustnal period, so Kett dlscovered ewdence that many Amencan young’

people had relattvcly autonomous social groups or orgamzauons g‘\trther the young
in the new world seemed)o repltcate the penpateuc ways of their European peers,
at least partly because” the penod from 1790 to 1840 was marked by the movement
of young people from farms to clnes While noung that very real dtffcrences in’
‘experiences occurred from 1640 to 1840 Kett also sees an ° underlytng unity’”’ ln
that two—hundred year penod when “the 1mmedtate envuonment of young. people
was hkely to be casual and unstructured rather than planned or regulated s
Kett argues. howcver that after 1840 a major shift in ideas and pracuces
‘ occurred both in Britain and the Umted States, a shift that was.based ¢ on the beltef
that the “1ntemahzauon of. moral restramts and the formatton of character were |

‘ :more hkely to succeed in planned engmeered envuonments than in casual ones ”7\

o  The uuual tmpact of tlus belief was found in the changed treagment and reanng of

' chﬂdren between the agcs of 7 and 12 or 13 but ulumately the emphasts on the

control of tjnldren s envuonments led adults to the problemanc natuxe of puberty

| Thus Kett s1tuates the early development of modem tdeas about adolescence in the ;~

1840 to 1880 penod though he places the growth of the msutuuons which would
, ensure an adoleseent expenence for the young in a somewhat later tune frame

‘,-‘.,’ oW . B T
- .

.



 specifically from about ‘1890 to 1920. . He alsb notes that, paradoxically, i exactly

v"v‘.‘ T R 5

the time when adults were developtng a new ideology and practtce w1th rcspect. to

youth (. c. about 1820 to 1920), changes in the Amencan econbfny made it bossrble

for young people o achteve adult economlc status at an early age. .

Why then were adolescents becommg a dependent and protected age group by

' l920? Part of the explanatton says Kett, ltes wrth the ughtemng lmk bctween
‘—hooh\r'fg and ernployment opportumues in the late mneteenth-century A htgh

school drploma was becommg an tmportant entry quahﬁcauon for many jObS and,

. perhaps more stgmﬁcantly, a necessary prerequtstte for trainmg in the professtons

This meant that more and more young people rematned in school for longer pcnods '

- of nme and thus were dependent and age—segregated through thetr teen aged years

S Ltke thlts, Kett tdentrﬁcs tmddle class famthes as the first to contam modern

And Kett and thhs both ldenufy the norms of conformny, passtvxty and antt-

adolescents not only because these famtltes could afford the economtc sacrifice

| needed to keep the young ih school but because the nnddle class asserted ns va]ues ﬁ i |

of. self-restratnt, self-demal and obedtence, the very values which in early

twenueth-century Amertca were thought to spell success m ltfe

" Kett also agrees wrth thhs that by 1900 efforts to umversahzc and

" fdemocratwe the concept of adolescence were well-underway SO that “A btologrcal

'process of maun'auon became the basrs of the soctal deﬁmuon of an enure age

group i Stgmﬁcantly, too both lustonans agree that, in Kett s words
: : adolescenee was essenually a concepuon of behavrour tmposed on o

7 youth, ‘rather than an empirical assessment of the way in'which young . o o
¢ people actually behaved.. btology ‘and psychology [were used] to Jusufy L

L ff,‘ the promouon among young peoplg of norms of behavrour that were
"ﬁ'etghtedwnhmtddle-classvalucs. I T \

oL "
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mtellectuahsm as eentral to the new mtddle class concept of adolescence




edis unportant to emphastae here that whtle thlts and Kett are in ﬂmdantental

kl ‘agrecment w1th respect to srtuaung the creanon of a modern concept of adolescence

| in the late mneteenth— and early twenueth- centunes, 1dennfy1ng the middle class as
' ‘Ythe mmal site of change and concludtng that economtc and demographtc faCtors l

. ¢ ’
© " were crucral determmants of a new status for the. young, they also represent two S

. somewhat dtfferent vrews on the htstory of adolescence Thetr posmons in, fact
' can be taken as excellent 1llustrauons of a dlspute whtch has been&camed on m thc -
‘ hterature of the htstory of young people for some ume now and at least since the
pubhcauon of Philtppe Anes monumental work Centunes of Chtldhood A Soctal
History of Famlly Llfe ﬁrst in l96() in. French and then in 1962 in an Engltsh
I'translatxon ‘ The dlspute centres on whether or not adolescence was a recogmzed
| stage of hfc pnor to the latter pan of the nmeteenth-ccntury whether pbople in
medxeval Renaxssance and early modern Europe had any concept of adolescence.
; John thlts essenually accepts Anes position that even mto the etghteenth-
s | ce’ntury an amblgutty remamcd between chtldhood and adolescence on the one .
‘ hénd and the category known as youth on the other People had no idea of what we : |
A,call adolescence ’“ Desptte ﬁndmg traces of a concept of adolescence in the a
5@ ' etghteenth- Century and further and growrng ewdence in the mneteenth-century
: ‘;“Anes places any real recogmuon of adolescence xn the penod around 1900 m SRR ‘.
‘ France and clturns that wrdespread awareness occurred only after World War l e

‘:Dcﬂos and Demos, Blder and Bakan also support thts analysts wnh parucular " ”“ -

- .reference to developments in the UmtedStates All these wnters acknowledgc lhe . | 1‘|
| g earher extstence of gte category “youth” but argue that it was a far more inclusrve

/term and mcluded people somenmes even up to the age of thxrty as well as young

':."‘f' "P°°P1° Who were scmt-mdependent Adolescence as suchl was‘ “dxscovered" tn the ‘ &

» 'western world from about 1880 to 1920 they say




"n' : ‘, ":‘,Kett,ontheotherhand.argues E :

b The key contribution of the 1900-1920 penod was not the dlscovery of g e L
: adolgscence for in one form or, another 'a recogmnon of changes a; ' e

. 4. - ‘puberty even drasttc changes had been present long before 1900 .

| - Kett dtscusses what he calls the “premodem form of adolescence \and assoclates , (
lt thh the anstocracy and the courage of young kmghts ’I'hus in fact, he sees - \
with S N Etsenstadt, a conunmng presence across ume for an 1dea of adolescenee‘*‘“ . | b

and sees not the absence of a concept of adolescence but rather dtffermg conccpts m
dtfferent umes and places Thts is a posmon supported by several other hlstonans | s
Natahe Zemon Davts, for example, qutte exphcnly challenges Anés vtews Whllc
gtvmg to Anes, Kemston and Demos and Demos for helpmg us understand =

- modern c ncepts of adoleseenee she argues -

..we should not reserve the term **adolesce rce’” only for the forms and -
o deﬁmnons which that stage of life enjoys in Westem countries in the
" nineteenth and twentieth centuries....one might better assume that
adolescence, the pertod from the onset of puberty to the full assumption '
- of adult roles, is ‘given some recogmnon however slight, in every. -
.+ society;’ and on¢ might then'examine systen}gucally the different ways
. In which it is’ deﬁned, valued and orgamzed. ‘ '

In other words Davts is accusmg those who ﬁnd the dtseovery of adolescence m the |
last one-htindred ))ears of “present-mmdedness ' a crmetsm Whlch ts echoed by
thhard T.\Vann and Adnan thSOn o " o ' ‘

In her own work, Dav1s found cons1derable ev1dence to suggest that the youth ) ‘

groups ("youth-abbeys") whtch had developed in France from the thlrteenth- | |
century onwards “played certam [h{emphasm] of the funcuons that we attnbute i 3
to adolescenee." She also notes that stxteenth-century med1cal hterature dxscusses a
"1*§ge d’adolescenee" 'as bemg fmm 14 to 20or L e f"-‘ o

Several other recent studxes also lend support o Davxs posmon Georges

w\..

Duby fonnd .h 'dtstmct' category of “youth” orjuventus among the nobthty tn S
twelfth—eentury Franee. Memberslup m tlus age category began when a male was .




- Renaxssance Italy, Brown in the wntmgs of humamsts such as Vtttorino da Feltre

L | 8
- kmghted and ended when he was mamed s0 theorem,ally lt could last for a long
ume but usually did not Duby clatms that the stage of juventus was marked by

' _‘ certam charactensttcs, llke modern adolescence Wthh made it a stage of ltfe |

preparatory to the assumpuon of the responsrbrhtes of full adulthood lrene Q

| Brown and thhard C Trexler have found evrdence of a concept of adolescence m

and ’Il'exler both there and in the poltcres and pracuces of confraternmes of youth 2

A Thomas Robtsheaux m a study of rural youth in me Gennan Reformuuon, :

" documents attempts by parents and. other adults to control thetr offspnng in a

vmanner suggesuve of the extstence of what we now call the * generatton gap’’.

~ Adult concerns about youthful sexuahty and the need to poltce the actmues of the

-young speak clearly of an 1dea of adolescence _ ‘ -
Steven R Srmth and Lawrence Stone have both argued that the seventeenth-

“century Enghsh also had a concepuon of adolescence Stone quotes from the late

| smtcenth-century wnttngs of Thomas Wythorne to show that .even the word.

adolescence was used in that penod Wythorne satd “After the age of chtldhood

s [0_15]’ begmncth the age named adolescency which conunueth unnl twenty and

ﬁve He then. went on to tdennfy thts as the age when “Cuptd and Venus ‘
would be much in the mmds of the young Srmth both tn arucles on the London
] ' 'vapprenttces and in an amcle on rehglon and conceptxons of youth argues that clear |
| n.'{ev1dence of a separate world of and separate expectauons for youth can be found in.

o seventeenth—century England. He clatms m fact. that “the seventeenth century s f; “

R concepuon—of youth has some remarkable parallels w1th that of the twenueth

,.’ . century il m that both assocrate youth with an. “tdenttty cns13” In addmon, o

o ‘romanttctzatton of youth ot

o o . - .'v'_ A A ’,e"
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‘ N Ray Hmer has studted Amencan youth in the etghteenth- century and
concludedthat oo TR

...the’ standard vtew that nothing hke modern adolescence emerged
K before the late nineteenth century must be revised. In the unstable
. social conditions they faced, in their pn‘flonged dependence and
marginality, in their psychological characteristics, in their relations with
_ their elders, and in the specific adjustments they made as individuals, '
. the youth of early etghteenth-cenngy New England had a great deal in
.commt)n wnh today s adolescents e '

: Ftnally, Vman C. Fox has exatmned the evrdence from ancxcnt to modern

: “ umes and as a result essenttally suggests that adolescence “in its most recogmzable
- behavortal features" and “m its psychologrcal mamfestatxons” has been with us -

since at least since the days of ancteanreece

On the face of’ 1t, then we appear to have two extreme posmons Whlch seem’

etrreconctlable Oh the one, hand Fox argues that a concept of adolesoence has = <

>

- always extsted and, on the other, Anes clatms that the concept is Very modern and
o really developed only in the twenueth—century How can we explam such apparently

.dtvergent v1ews? Part of the explanauon lies wrth the dtfferent ways in whnch !

hlstortans choose to deﬁne adolescence and choose to understand what it is that

l adequately deﬁnes a concept. Htstonans such as Fox, Hmer and Smlth tend to use

constructs from developmental or Freudtan psychology o examme hlstorlcal actors '

B m a way whxch suggests that they beheve in the umversahty of psycholOgtcal
| : theones Other htstorlans such as, Anes and thhs rely more on: soctologtcal theory
to explatn histoncal events and thls means there ts tendency to search the past for R
B . ¢ -ewdence of changes that can be lmked to the form and content of modem ' | |
"tnsututtons such as~the school the mdustnal famrly and so on Whtle it is nsky to .
- f-‘characterwe etther of e two. fundamental posmons 100 smtply, it can be said that 2. - B
L ". ‘. reltance on the ex&anatory force of modem psychology causes a tendency to look o

' ’i:‘;;for contmutty and stnnlarmes m human expenences such as gmwmg up whereas a.

N /, SR
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rehance on. soctology oftcn has the effect of maklng htstonans look for changc and o
dxfférenccs in ordcr to dcmonstratc the impact of industnahzauon on thc western’

s ’ world The qucsuon of conunutty vcrsus changc is not a new one m ‘history- s0 itis
no surpnsc that it. should bc found in thc htstory of youth Unfortunatcly. howcvcr
thc htstonans who usc contcmporary psychologtcal or so<:1al theory to undcrstand

L
~ the past are oftcn as gutlty of prcscnt—mmdcdncss as somc of thcm clatm Anés is,

1

ough for. dlffcrcm reasons. ’I‘hc psycho—htstonans usmg thc current socto-
Ps cho, glcaI deﬁmuon of adolcsccncc seck cwdcnce of this adolcsccncc in thc

past. Put anothcr way, thcy scarch past records for dcscnpuons and dcﬁnmons of.

T young pcoplc whxch touch a chord in modcrn conscnousness as cxamplcs of

, ! adolcscent behawour Thts is truc even for htstonans such as Smlth and Hiner who '
whtlc carcfully noung that both sirmlanucs and dtffcrcnccs cxlst bctwccn youth in"
the past and prcscnu makc thosc judgcmcnts on the basxs of our mod"cm o

N ‘understandtng of what 1t is to bc an adolcsccnt Thc socmlogtcal htstonans on thc -

othcr hand scarch for the pomt at which modcm msutuuons and ideas startcd
Thus both groups, though in dtffcncnt ways, usc the prcscnt as their benchmark |

Thxs is, of course, a dtlcmma not umquc to htstonans of youth All htstonans .

hvc m thc prcscnt and it 1s the W«f) whtch shapes thctr tntcrcst and prowdes thcm 3 ‘
thh the analyucal tools o undcrstand the past. Iti 1s surely nd\ acctdent that the two N

',, major books 1n Enghsh on Ztc h1story of youth thosc by Kctt and thhs. wcrc |

pubhshcd m the mtd-l970s at the cnd of a pcnod of major studcnt and youth unrcst. o
Noncthelcss, lt is 1mportant to try to undcrstand thc past in tts own tcrms to ‘. ' | |
N K understand past peoplcs wnthtn thetr own cultural rmltcu. to undcrstand how peopIc = -
" gavc meamng to thetr OWn expcnences rathcr than to unpose our language and REIS

mcamngonthem. Lo : EURR
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- As Joan Stmon has observcd, many of thc Qgenerahzauons about the hlstory of

chﬂdhood and famlly “havc becn amved at in thc hght of 'sociological and “tx ‘
psychologxcal conocpts dcnvmg directly fmm thc study of modcm institutions .

. whose ongm and dcvclopment is the very mattcr in qucstlon Shc goes on to .

show How thc prescnt1st prooccupatlon vvtth famlly and schools has dlstortcd the .~

htstory of chlldhood by v1rtually ignoring thc wholc 1ssuc of changmg forms of
cmploymcnt for chxldrcn as set w1thm the broadcr framcwork of gcnerally Changmg
soctal rclauons Be’causc, shc argucs, thc hlstory of chxldhood has had as its focus

' the middle class child and famxly, bccausc schoohng has becn tdcnnﬁed as thc key

' to modcm chlldhood and adolesocnoc, thc majonty of cht]dren. for whom work was :

. the ccntral factor in thclr hvcs havc bccn cxcluded from hxstory As a rcsult, she

| fecls that "thc hlstory of chlldhood seems unduly modcmlsed and corrcspondmgly

class condmoned.”

In an mtcrcsnng crmquc of thc cmbourgcoxscmcnt thesis whlch pcrmcatcs

most work 1n thc hlstory of chxldhood youth and famxly, Stmon suggcsts that 1f

. ,hlstonans mrned thctr attenuon to workmg class chtldrcn and chﬂd labour thcy

‘;mlght ﬁnd that ‘“tmdmonal soc1cty was not so mdtfferent to cluldhood after all

- that thc sigmﬁcant 1deas in th;s rcspect havc sprcad upwards to dxspcl habxts

. ?a;:qmred by narmwly based soctal groups” o \“;; 8
It mlght be noted here, as: wcll that thc hxstory of youth would also beneﬁt -

R fmm a msm wmch took gcnder mto account. The uncrmcal use Of PSYChOloglcal

11

: "and soclologlcal theory besxdcs perpetratmg the m dls"“s”d already, Mbmed 3 .
-'-“,wnh the‘..'v ve "Van tendcncy Qf htstory and the socxal scxcnccs to ncglect womcn has o

¢ that host we on ‘} o "of‘youth has, in fact, been work on'the hlstory T
j" of male‘ youth The t%vo major wdrks exammed earher, Rates of Passage and Youth . -
sy ey s e g sy o s
Lk gmupyoun wonnen wdlhe left Gut. Kett and!Gﬂhs both"asstgﬂ blame for thls S



e agers were hkely to be modern adoleseents But were thcy?

>'.“

negleCt to the unavaﬂ@tty of sources though xt 1s mterestmg to note that women

hlstonans are now begmmng to tell the story of young women’ s expenences : ? For.,

the most part, however, females are found i m one of two roles in the hlstoncs of

youth They are etther the. glrls who appear when there are concerns about the

'

sexual hves of boys or they are the “fermmne mﬂuence whtch must be rcjectcd if ‘~

bo are to become men. Indeed both Kett and Gillis note a dtstmctly ant-

fermmne (they do not say mrsogymst) bias in the wnnngs and pracnce of the youth

| workcrs who are credxted w1th the dlscovery ot invention of adolescence ’Ihken to

its logxcal conclusxon the excluston of the female suggcsts that the modern concept

of adolcscence is simply tnappltcable to young women since it has been deveIOped

on the basis of one gender only. B

Des_plte all thcse warmngs and mjuncuons some way to use tcnmnology must
Q-

be amvcd at m order to write. about young peoplc What seems to be the most

adequate approach in the contcxt of thts thests is to- talk of teen- agers rather than

adolescents , The’ term teen agcrs , used in a non- peJorauve way, refers stmply to

persons between the ages of 13 and 19 It then becomes an 1mportant purpose of

this study to deterrmnc whethcr teen—agers in Edmonton in the 19203 were called

adolescen\ts and whether they cxpenenced a modern adolescence understood asan :
= extended protected and dependent chtldhood extendmg mto the late teens wnh
: ,Spectahzed age-segregated msntuuons and a psychology that marked 1t as. “the

awkward age" and a penod of storm and stress lf Kett ts correct m his clarm that

the msutuuons of adolescence were more easxly estabhshed in towns and small

o "cmes because adults were more able © closely SUWV‘“ ‘h° acnvmes °f young

"ipeople' then Edmonton of the 1920s mxght logtcally be seen as a ctty where teen-

o

o
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5 In order to undcrstand the place of teen-agers in Edmomon in the 1920s, it
wli{ be noccssary o zmcmp( 1o rc—crcatc the texture of their cvcryday lives. How
-did ngg peoplc actually experience hfc in thc years between chlldhooq‘and

adulthood? What happcncd to thcm in thcxr families, schools work places? How

did they spend their lcisure umc? Thc answers to thcsc qucsuons will allow some

assessment of the rclauonshlp of class and gender to the cxpcncnce of growmg up

and will make it possible to- dctcrrmnc whether * adolcsccnce was a common and

shrrod occum:ncc for all- tocmagm in Edmonton by 1931. Utilizihg thc sharper

.dctml of lmmcd chronology and restricted goographxcal focus will make possmlc the
‘morc systcmanc study of adolcsccncc that has bccn called for by Davxs "1t w111

‘allow not only a bcttcr undcrstandmg of the experiences of teen-agers in Edmonton

but alSo make it possxblo to test the thesis that 1dcas about adolescence and the
trcatmcnt accorded young pcoplc were shated Lhroughout the western world though
modlﬁcd to some cxtcnt m cach specxﬁc locahty Morc specifically, in the’

Canadxan contcxt a study of teen- agcrs in a small western Canadlan city in the

- 19205 g furthr rest Sutherland's ‘claim that by the fourth decai%’\ |
wt.the ways in

twcnneth-ccntury Engllsh -Canadians had developed a consensus

 which children and youths should be reared and treated. Mmom it will do

50 on the bosns of Nell Suthcrlanq s own contention that our best understanding of
the past will come when we discover how people actually lived their lives, how |
“‘parents and children had to aod dxd make many conscious choices.””’

A study of teen-agers i in Edmonton then, will contribute to the rather’ sparse
body of htcramrc on the history of youth in Canada and will do so through a case

~study of a wesmrn Canadlan city. This is pameularly srgmﬁcant for virtually nothing

has’ beep wnmep about the hlstory of chxldhood. youth or famlly in thc prairie
regxon g@m is no Canadlan book to compare with thc Gillis text on Europ\e\or

\’J 4 ~—

the Keét study of the Umted States. In fact, the hxstory of youth has been most

. e . . .
", 4 ; L " K ) . . N\ .
LA ' P P * Y ' -,



TN

}

oftcx‘\ dealt with as h sub-sct of the history of childhood or family, If thig were done
consciously and oh the grounds that teen-agers were not seen in‘t’hc past asa
separate agc—grouplwith particular needs and characteristics, this approach would be
justified. At this stage, howcvcr; no strong case has been made for the absence of a

. conc(cpt of either adolcsccnoc or youth in Canoda and it is surprising that Canadian
historians have not bccn more interested in the past lives of teen-agers, »

This is not to say that there is no useful matcnal on youth and adolcsccncc in
Canada. Katz and Davey havc conmbutcd an mtcrcsung article to- the dcbatc on (he
“’dxscovcry of adolescence™ through an examination of youth in Hamilton, On;ano
in the mid-nineteenth c'cmury"0 Utilizing material from the 1851 to 1871 census
manuscripts and other research matcnals from the Canadnan Social Hxstory Project,
thcy set out to explore the questions *‘Did the stages in (hc lives of young pooplc
alter during ecarly mdusmal:zauohn?"’ " and “*Has’ adlstmct stagc in life wthh may

~ be called youth or adolcsccnce always been with us?"? To the first quesnon, they
answer “‘yes’’ by demonstrating how young people hy 1871 no longer cxporicnccd

the traditional pattemﬂof leaving home at puberty to live in the homes of others.
” : .

Rather, with the onset of industrialization young people came to spchd the period of .

their lives between puberty and marriage in the homes of their parents. On the basis’

_of this change in the life cycle, Katz and Davey thch ‘arguc that the conccpt of

» !

N\ adolescence is not pmrmscd on thc undcrstandmg that there is a spccml time of life

betwccn pubcrty and mamagc but that the conccpt derives from the need of social -

mmentators of the late mnelccmh- and carly twenticth- centuncs to describe a -

// new stage in thc lives of young pcoplc markcd by a prolongcd dcpcndcncy on their
parents and mcrcasmgly lcngthcncd pcnods of schoohng in agc~ scgrcgatcd

institutions. Adolescence, they say, !

. "
- o
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...may be defined as a phase of msutunonahzzd dcpcndcncy that came to
charactcnzc the experience of youth in the 19th céntury... .the ongms of

behaviour we have comie to associate with adolescence lay not in
puberty but in the reaction tay dependency, in the curious new conflict
between biological maturity and cultural childhood that 19th-century
society inflicted upon jts youth. “Adolescence, ag we know i, [my
cmphasls] is a product of culture and of hxstory

I‘ Katz and Davey, using- a Canadmn cxamplc thus side with those who argue that
' ’adolcsccnce was dlscovcred in the late mnetecnth-ccmury |
Another study of Hamilton, Jane Synge's ‘work on working class youth in the
caxly twcnncth-ccntury ‘provides a rather different pcrspecuvc on teen-agers thhm
the family. She argucs as has been done clscwhcrc % that there were two separate
' worlds of youth, wor!lds very much‘dcpcndcm on famxly dlass origins. It is her
conténtibn that working class adolescents, while they did, indeed, remain in family
hemés, went to work carly and contributed to tl"ic"family wage. In othcr words,
. residence in the home of their parcnts d1d not mean that teen- agm wcrc dependent -
. on thcu parcnts It meant, mstcad that feen-agers were able to and were expected
" to comributq at lcast a portion of their cammgs to Lhc family, It was m) the nnddle
o class only hcre teen-agers were dcpcndcnt and staycd in school for ex‘::ndcd
- periods of time. g | | ~ N
While Katz and Davey and Syngc cxanlincd"thc cxpcn'cnccsl of the young in.
the context of an Ontnrio urban ccnirc Gaﬂicld and Levine chosé‘to study a rnorc- '
~ rural sctting As a rcsult, thcy found that:the 1861 and 1871 census edidence: from
the small town of Orillia revealcd “s1gmﬁcant dlffcrcnccs in pattcms of school :
attendance, employmcnt and age at mamage comparcd to prcvxous ﬁndmgs for ,
~urban Hnmﬂton. Ontano 'l"hls oonvmced them that adolesccncc could only be
- undm'stood in relanon to local condmons, a oonvxcuon they sham wnh Eldcr who

' [

_ : argucs that broad gencrahuuons about adolcscence are nsky even today

' .

t
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In the case of mid- nmeteenth-century Onlha Gaffield and Levine found that it
was the nature and avmlabtl\b\%f employment opportumues that detenmned what
experiences teen- agers would- hé,ve and they note that changes in the economtc

»
" structure had a drfferenua}“’ mpact on young men and women. allowmg men more

1ndcpendence .and wome less. Their emphasxspxuhe employment posstbtlmes as_

“the key factor in detenm ing the nature of a}j :@Sts that Stmon was '
‘correct in argumgthat worky.not farml /hfe or schoolm\g, is the most frultful arca

for studying the history of cfildhoed ‘and youth Itis unfortunate that the new

group of very producuve labour htstonans in Canada have pmd S0’ lmlc attention to

@

- the work of the young,
The variable of cmployment options is also exa’mined by Brookes in a study

of rural youths in late mnetecnth-century Nova Scoua Brookes found that young

" males in Canmng in 1871 faced a penod of about ten years between school leavmg -

at 16 or 17 and full mdependencc pmng thls ten year penod young men lived

ward of any formal wages % Brookes suggests that the period of transition o |
1l adulthood might well have taken even longer by the 1880s and 1890s whcn '
cconormc condmons worsened in the area. Young wOmen faced a shorter
transmonal penod of about three to four years before estabhshmg theu' own

households smce they. marned at a younger age than men The only optlon for

'th thetr parents in large farmhes and probably worked very hard thhout the o

16

YOung men and women seeklng to avoxd this long penod within thetr own famlltes : L

passage, a nte of passage which mctdentally. is rcmlmscent of the more

tradmonal “trampmg expenences of youths in. Europe in earlter umes '/‘ K .

o was to tmgrate to work elsewhere and large numbers chose to do thxs As Brookes o
+ r L

v e notes. for the youth of Nova St:ona “goxng down the road” became a nte of
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L Brookes dtscussxon of the expenences of young people in rural Nova Scoua
tcnds to conﬁrm the view that a modern concept of adolcScence &@mssmg in that
society. Similarly Joy Parr’s mstghtful book, Labounng Clulm:xsh A
Immtgram Apprer!ttces to Canada 1869- I 924 must raise quesuons about the o
| 1nroads any tdeas about adolescencc had made in other rural areas. most notably

. those of Ontano Her analysts of the lives of the young ummgrant chlldren shows -

!
qutte clearly that they began contnbunng thctr labour on farms and in farm homes

from the agc of 6 or 8 and by 14 were usually workmg full ume Whlle the |

‘ tmxmgrant children were often harshly treated and more often than not falled o gam

- a part ln the emoudnal fnumacy of a fanuly, 1t is also clear that they wcre not alone
m then‘ labourmg All chtldren and youths on farms especmlly fmnucr farms

worked and their: hves show lxttle ev:dence of any cxpencncc of adolesccncc as we |’ |

St
3 1
1,

‘now understand 1L -

It is only m the lustones of schoolmg and soc1al reform that wc ﬁnd strong

o evidence that a modem concept of adolescence was entcrtng the Canadlan a

!
t
'

consctousness and thziat .least some young people were expenencmg a longer
penod of protected dependency tn age-segregated and spectalized mstnuuons The \
htstory of compulsory pubhc schoohng has been relatwely well-exammed althoughy :',
,‘_, much of the ltteratune is. of the msntutxonal hlstory genre and not as, useful as 1t o
nnght be m 1llum1naung the expenences of the young Interesungly enough L "‘ | ’H :
Canadian Education A Htstory, edlted by leson, Stamp and Audet and pubhshed
m 1970 as a maJOr contn‘buuon to the rewsxon of Phxlhps, remams the only text to -
take a nauonal prespecnve on the htstory of schooltng m Canada. Arucles in that
book on the penod betwee&870 and 1940 conﬁrm that mcreasmg numbers of L
young Canadxans were staymg m school for mcreasmgly 10nger penods tn thelr hves .
resultmg m the growth of secondary schools and the modtﬁcahon of cumcula and .v L
teaclung methods to meet the changmg nature of the student body SRR S

~
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. Schoolmg in Ontano has been more studred than schoolmg elsewhere | .
Prennce has looked closely at the Ryersoman era” in that provmce and two |
collecuohs of essays Educanon and Soctal Change Themes from Onrano s Past

and Egerton Ryerson and Hts ’I'tmes along wrth numerous arucles by Lawr and

: Grdney, Davey, Gaﬂield Katz and others have 1llummated changes in that

, provmce Several studres on Ontano for example Momson s and Houston s, have
" linked: schoolmg to other aspects of socral reform.”’ Much of this work has openly
. raised quesnons of class and gender and has prov1ded the basls for many of the
. vdebates in educanonal htstonography o ﬂ |
Schoolmg m the west has recetved some attenuon through the senes of essays
’publxshed in Shapmg the Schools of the Canadtan West. and Schoolmg and Society
vm 20th Century British Columbta Amdes by Patterson, Sheehan, Jones \@ion

and others ‘ provrde mteresttng mformanon on the development of the school i ‘

L system in the west and help explam the mterface between schools and the broader

commumty Barman s book on pnvate schools in Bnnsh Columbta glves an
‘ ,added dtmensron to our understandmg of schoohng in thxs gountry . ‘
Unfortunately, it must be’ satd that there are sull major gaps in our knowledge

| | about the hxstory of schoolmg in Canada, Htgh schools and vocanonal/techmcal ‘

Weducanon toplcs especially relevant m understandmg the ltves of teen-agers 1n the

PR .;_past, have not been exammed in any meamngful and thorough way Stamp has s

o "contnbuted an mformauve amcle on hxgh schools tn the I920s and

- ,Mornson,Dunn Gmldford and Enns have wntten usefully on vocauonal educauon

B ‘Other studtes can be found but m general they tend to be descrtphve anduncrmcal
| ,accounts of the development of a system or a program L A SEREON
A bettet gmde to aspects of youthful expenence can be found m the hterature

o on youth organwauons .There 1s a growmg body of matenal on youth orgamzauons

N ,‘m the Umted States and Great Bntam and hxstonans are now begmmng to loolt at




P Boy Scouts. m pamcular concentrated thctr cfforts on butldxng thc \charactcrs of
,l | it'f ,middlc class whtte, Pmtcstant boys and, in domg so, helped thé\mlddlc class
o ,’t ‘." r ‘, ; ) \

N devclop a class sohdanty and consctousness of Its own Workmg cIass lads wctp

. o 'left to othcr youth groups.

: Canada as wcll Mxtchinson and Pcdcrscn havc cxamtncd thc Youhg Womcn s -
Chnsttan Assoctatton, Maclcod has wnttcn on thc Young Mcn S Chnsnan ”
' .Assocxauon Prang on the Canadtan Girls in 'll‘ammg and Mcch on all thc

; on thc a1ms and rolcs of adults m youth work and conﬁrm thc ‘view that youth

o orgamnuons wcrc bascd on an csscnually modcm undcrstandmg of adolcsccnce :

o and in fact, wcrc central agcnts in the dtsscmtnauon of thc tdeas and pracnccs now
closclyhnkcdtothcproccssofgrowmgup ' " .

Much of thc work on youth orgamzanons lcnds support to thc clatms of

J htstortans such as Suthcrland that thc gmwmg group of urban mxddlc class soc1al

| rcformas wxshcd to 1mprovc protoct and cducatc thc chtldrcn of the WOrkmg class

I

- Whethcr thc soctal rcformcrs dld so from admtrablc monvcs as Suthcrland suggcsts

or for soc1al control rcasons as thc radlcal rcvmomsts suggcst, thc most wxdely

R acccptcd htstoncal mtcrprctanbn acknowledgcs that the mtddlc class butlt a systcm

of schools chtld hcalth and wclfare agcnctcs and rccreattonal and rcltgtous youth
groups for thc workmg class Howcvcr, thts mtcrprctatton has now ‘been. quesuoncd

' ‘fmost notably by Davxd Maclcod 1n his book, Btaldmg Character tn the Amencan

DI Boy The Boy Scouts, YMCA and Thetr Forerunners 1870-1 920 Macleod

'argucs that boys youth orgamzanons wcrc class-bascd and that thc Y M. C A. and

R

.»\.

\, wc are mmmdcd agam of thc dangcg of over—

l e 0

19

o ‘voluutary youth groups in Toronto fmm 1880-1930 All these works tcnd to l‘ocus L

NG .

e f‘fﬁgenerahnns about the cxpeﬁcnm of Y°“‘h a“d we are give a sal“my Wammg -
e 'that thc class structum of North Amertca, howcver hxdden tt may bc pcrmcates all |



Youthful expcnences of afiother sort have been exammed by histonans

20

mterested m Juvemle dehnqucncy ‘The American hterature is eSpecrally nch w1th o

L works by Platt Mennel Schlossman Rothman Ryerson, Brenzel Hawes and

3

. w1th delmquency from the

o quesnon of soctal control Hump :

. context of socral reform than wrthln a perspectlve focus

f\ not exammed the effects of legrslauon or the work of Juvcmlc co

adolescence

others A sxgmﬁcant Bnush contnbunon can be found in an excellent book by
. \ "‘

Stephen Humphnes enti‘ ‘ Hooltgans or Rebels? An Oral Htstory of Workmg- ‘

Class Chtldhood and Yourh\ 889-1939 wmlc most of the Amencan work deals

‘ uve of thc adult soctal refonners and debates the
s looks at youthful “cnme from the pomt-of—

v1e of the s(ouths and theu' farmles e mtmduces the concept of socxal crime”’

srgmﬁcant part of the behavrour termed del quent B T o

. ' ' N
ot [N

' 'ly survrval and thus exten s our understandmg of the meamng of a :

In %anada, Sutherland has exarmned _|u ‘mle dehnquency in a major secnon o

of hlS book on Enghsh Canadlan childhood Hou ton has wntten on Ontano L

-

Mattcrs on Brmsh Columbta and Coulter on Al Most of thls work on’

Juvemle dehnquency has ansen out of a more general 'nterest 1n Chlld savmg or

chtld welfare and thus Juvemle delmquency has been mox studted w1thtn the : a

on the socxal creauon of

adolescence Hrstonans have tended to follow the socral refo ‘ ers they study m " ‘

speakmg of delmquents as cluldren in necd of protecnon and re ormauon and have i

‘ toseehow

' about

these factors mlght have contnbuted to the development of new ide

_—

The e;nphasls of much of the hterature whtch is helpful in unders' _'dmg the

o o .r.f}nstory of. youth then, has not been on youth qua youth but on chlldhood . d - il
Vfamlly Even then almost none of the avmlable Canadtan secondary sources \ ook at o
. the actual hves of chxldren though the Hlstory of Chxldhood PrOJect at the RTINS

. S - N a poi
E v o L e
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SR :" Umversxty of Bnush Columhra w;ll begm to change tlus sxtuanon as xts research




| | ﬁngngs are pubhshed In Canada, as elscwherc the hrstory of chxldhood has becn ‘
the hrstory of pubhc pohcy, of msumuons and of ‘adult responses to the young |
| ’I‘lus is, of course, hardly surpnsmg for of all the relauvcly srlent actm of the
: ,past, young people have been the most stlent of all Chxldren and adolcscents have :
left fcw wntten \sourccs for, hnstonans to usc m thetr work and SO hxstorxans hoplng |
~ " Jo re-create the ltyes and cxpenences of the young must do so largely through
| research materlals ’produced by ‘adults. Even these sources’ are too often.
L -fragmentary cspecmlly in Canada and most espectally in westcm Canada
o ! An obkus sourcc ﬁmformauon about young people m thc 1920s is: oral :
s \testrmony The work of htstonans such as - Paul Thompson and Stephcn o |
l-/iumphnes demonstrates how oral hlstory can 1llurm$ our understandmg of the
| | past. and Netl Suthcrland and Jcan Barman have turned to oral hrstory in thetr recent - .
: work. What is clear howcver, 1s that oral hxstory pmjects can only be truly ~~" | B
| ‘_ :,‘ : successful lf they arc undertaken on a large scale, a scale well bcyond the ﬁnancxal
me constratgts 1mposcd on an 1ndmdual graduate student researchcr Small
- ‘numbcrs of mterwews can provtde ﬂlustranve matenal but they are a shaky basc on
whxch to btuld an histoncal mtcrpretauon For tlus reason mformanon gamed SRR
:' through oral mterwews wﬂl only be' used 1n thls drssertauon as one type of ewdencc |
't_to support more general arguments | : - g ,ﬁ, ST ‘ " ‘
,.__. ‘ 'More tradmonal sources have been selected to support tlns work Qn teen-agers
E 4n Edmonton though much of the mformauon collected is spotty and mcomplete "'f
\ The Edmomon Joumal Edmonton\ Bulletin, the Westem Catholxc, E'dmonton F ree e
‘ f ‘ v:‘Press and the Alberta Labour News for the years under study were revxewed.
.';\‘Records of the Alberta government were combed for mformauon and the papers of
: "J“f\’ the Albexta BmploymentSemce, the thmum Wage Board and the Department of
) 'v-'"”f_‘:-"f’,-f.lNeglected Cluldren proved parucutarly helpfu}‘ 'Ihe Annual Reports of the e .' o
Dy artment of Educauon along w1th the magazme pubhshed " ‘y the A]berta ‘




o ‘minutes of the Edmonton Separate School Board for the a

” .Teachers Assoctauon (and for some part of the penod the Alberta School 'Il'ustees) B
and th% rmnutes of the édmonton Publtc School’Board wer

1

| cssential in developing .
a picturé of changes in schoohng for the penod 1921-1931. Unfonunately,the |

c penod are not

' .”avaxlable and even schpol yearbooks arc dtﬁicult to uncove . The papers of the Ctty
| _of Edmonton especrally those of the' Welfare Board the Pohce Comnussxon and the s
v'lHealth Department, contamed matenal relevant to a hxstory of teen- -agers. Reasearch

was also undertaken in the: collecuons of pnvate papers.of Edmontonians who were “;

| , 'known to be involved w1th 1ssues pemnent to a study of yduth In tlus category, the s
. papers of Emtly Murphy were found to contam much releant matenal The far |

l

from complete papers of several umons were consulted as were the. nunutes of the

"Edmonton Trades and Labour Councﬂ Also far fmm comp ‘te though nonetheless. _‘ |

| helpful were the extant records of the Young Men s and You g Women'’s "Christian
"Assocrauons the Canadlan Girls in Trammg, the Boy Scouts thhe Gtrl Gutdes |
‘The Provmcral Archlves of Alberta also houses an mteresung’se of papers from the

“ Beulah Home, a home for unwed mothers Vanous other rmscell ‘ eous collecnons - (A

/u» the Provmcral Archxves of Alberta, the Glenbow Archlves, the Ctty of Edmonton _k

g . Archtves, the Umversxty of Alberta Archlves and the Pubhc Archtves of Canada

oL were examtned

Unfortunately, materlals such as the accessron hsts or cuculauon records of

R ‘.4 the Edmonton Pubhc Ltbrary whxch ght have shed llght on what teen-agers were :

' “‘readmg or what ad“hs wene readmg about teen-agers have been lost and no records

L ‘from news agencres or magazme dlstnbuuon centres were found For sumlar

. years 191-1, 1921 and 1931 and the Census of the Prame Provmces for the years
el 1916 and. 1926 along wrth census monographs on‘toprcs dtrectly related to'the.

. 'ireasons, the movxes Wthh teen-agers were watchtng could not be analyzed

Another srgmﬁcant sourCe of mformanon was the Census of Canada for the S




cmploymcnt and dcpcndcncy of young peoplc The Labour Gazette contams scveral ,;‘L "

: amclcs wlnch have a bcanng on a study of tccn—agcrs in Edmonton and several
‘othcr govcmmcnt publicanons added to the mformanon basc on apprcnnccshlp,

" 'trq.imng and employmcnt.
\Pleclng togcthcr mformauon fmm this wide vanety of sources rcquxred

o pamstalnng work and thc result i is'a far from complcte pxcturc of the hvcs of teen-

' 'agcrs in Edmonton Thc abscncc of a substanual body of pubhshcd rescarch on

23

C Bdmonton and on Albena ‘has only made the task of reconstrucnng the cxpencnccs 5

R - of teen-agers more dxﬁicult On the bams of the avallablc documcntanon both

,pnmary and secondary much of what can bc said is suggcsnvc rathcr than ‘
dcﬁmnvc Noncthcless thxs study doca hclp cnlargc our undcrstandmg of thc ‘

o ‘cxpcncncc of bcmg young in Edmonton in the 1920s and should on that bams 2

| ‘assxst in ﬁllmg an cxlstmg gap in Canadxan social hxstory

, - Lo v"‘.‘n "\.
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but at this writing most of their work is still in progress. Paul Axelrod is examining
young people at university during the inter-war years, Michael Welton is looking ‘at.

- radical :youth in the 1930s and I am working on the Dominion-Provincial Yo %
'I‘ramxng Programmc and the Canadian Youth Commission. ‘

“Michael B. Katz and Ian E. Davcy, “Youth and Early Industrialization in a

Canadian City,” in Thrmng Points: Historical and Sociological Essays on the

Family, ed. John Demos and Sarane Spcncc Boocock (Chicago: Umvcrsnty of’

“Ibid., p.S81. | < an
‘;ﬁx'bm pS82 .

Ibld. pSll7

Jane Synge, “The Transition from School to Work: Growmg Un Workmg
Class in Early 20th Century Hamilton, Ontario,” in Childhood and Adolescence in
'Canada, ed. K. Ishwaran ('I‘oronto McGraw-Hill Rycrson Lid.s 1979), pp 249-269
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45Coultcr, “*The Working Young.”’ »
_ ;

- “Chad M. Gaffield and David Levine, *‘Dependency and Adolescence on the
Canadian Frontier: Orillia, Ontario in the Mid-Nincteenth Century,”” History of
Educartion Quarterly 18 (Spring 1978): 35-47.

“Ibid., p41.
“Eldcr **Adolescence in the Life Cycle."” |
*“Simon; **Childhood in Earllcr chcntocmh Ccntury England "

*For cxamplc Gregory S Kealey, Toromo Workers Respond to Industrial
Capttahsm 1867-1892 ('I‘oronto Umvcrsny of Toronto Press, 1980) and Bryan D.

~ Palmer, A Culture in Conflict: Skilled Workers and Industrial Capiralism in

Hamilton, Ontario, 1860-1914 (Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1979)
only mention youths very briefly in discussions of apprcnnccshlp

1

Alan A, Brookcs “Fannly, Youth and Leaving Homc in Late-Nineteenth-
Century Rural Nova Scotia: Canning and the Exodus, 1868-1893,"* in Childhood
and Family in Canadian Htstory, ed. Joy Parr (Tomnto - McClelland and Stewart,
1982), pp. 93-108. ‘

“Ibid., p.98.
Ibid., p.108. -

*Joy Parm, Labouring Children: British Immigrant ‘Apprentices to Canada

1869-1924 (Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press and London: Croom Helm,

1980). See, also, Kenneth Bagnell, The Little Immigrants (Toronto: ' Macmillan of
Canada, 1980); Gillian Wagner, Barnardo (London: Weidenfeld and Nxcolson
1979); Phyllis Harrison, The Home Children (Winnipeg, Watson and Dwyer
Publishing Ltd., 1979); Patricia T. Rooke and R. L. Schnell, *“The King's Children
in English- Canada A Psychohlstoncal Study of Abandonment, Rejection and
Canadian Response to British Juvenile Immigrants 1869-1930 ' Journal of
P.sychohxstory 8 (Sprmg 1981) 387»420 ,

| Donald Wilson has wnttcn several cxccllcnt artxclcs which review the field
of educauonal history in Canada. See, for example, J. Donald Wilson, ‘‘Some =
Observations on Recent Trends in Canadian. Educanonal History,” in An lmperfect

~ Past: Education dnd Society in Canadian History, ed. J. Donald Wilson (Vancouver:

University of British Columbia- Centre for the Study of Cumculum and Instrucnon
1984),pp729 R T o . L
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. *5. Donald Wilson, Robert M. Stamp and Louis-Philippe Audet, Canadian
~Education: A History (Scarb(?(‘ough: Prcnticc—Hz'ill 1970). o

Charlcs E. Phxlhps The Development of Education in Canada (Toromo .
Gage Lud., 1957). .

lleson, Stamp and Audct, Canadzan Educanon Part Three, *‘Society. and
Education m the New Dormmon ¢ o _ ‘

,  Alison Prentice, The School Promoters: Education and Social Class in
.Mld -Nineteenth Cenrury Upper Canada (Toronto McClelland and Stcwan 1977).

“See, for cxamplc Paul H. Mattingly and Mlchacl B Katz, eds., Educanon
and Social Change: Themes from Ontario’s Past (New York: New York University ..
Press, 1975); . Neil McDonald and Alf Chaiton, eds., Egerton Ryerson and His ‘
" Times (Toronto: Macufillan of Canada, 1978); Ian E. Davey, *‘Educational. Rcform

"' and the Working Class: School Attendance in Hamilton, Ontario, 1851-1891""

(Ph.D. thesis, University of Toronto, 1975); Chad Gafficld, “Schoolmg, the
Economy, and Rural Society in Nineteenth-Century. Ontario,’” in Childhood and
Family in Canadian History, ed. Joy Parr (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart,
1982),pp. 69-92; R.D. Gidney and D.A. Lawr, ‘‘Community vs. Bm’caucracy?'_ :
The Origins of Bureaucrauc Procedure in tire Upper Canadian School System,”
Journal of Social History 13 (March 1980): 438-457; R.D. Gldncy and D.A.
~ Lawr, “°Egerton Ryerson and the Origins of the Ontario Secondary School,””
Canadian Historical Review LX (Dece ber 1979) 442-465; Robert M. Stamp,
‘The Schools of Ontana, 1876—1976 nto:” Umvcrsxty of Toronto Press, 1982)
“—mSu‘sarl‘B‘Houston “The Impctus to Rcform Urban (hmc Poverty and ‘
Ignorancc in Ontario, 1850-1875"" (Ph.D. thcsw, Umvcrsxty of Toronto, 1974); T.R.
Morrison, *‘The Child and Urban Social Reform in Late Nineteenth Ccntury
Ontano" (Ph D thcms, Umvcrsny ‘of Toronto. 1971) a :

Sce Wilson “Some Observanons” for a dxscussmn of thlS
. ®Dayid C: Jonés, Nancy M. ShwhanF Robert M. Stamp, eds., Shaping’ the :
Schools of the Canadian West (Calgary: ‘Detselig Enterprises Limited, 1979); J.
‘Donald Wilson and David C. Jones, eds., Schgoling and Sociéty in 20th Centwy
Bnnsh Columbia (Calgary Dctsehg Entcrpnscs lexwd, 1980) o

i Sec, for eXample. Robert S. Pattcrson, “Vmccs from the Past .The Pcrsonal
.and Professmnal Struggle of Rural School “Teachers,”” in Schools ir the West: -

.~ Essays in. Canadcau Educational History, ed. Nancy, M. Sheehan, J. Donald Wﬂson
- . and David C, Jonés (Calgary:, Detselig Enterpnscs Limited, 1986), pp-99-111;

" Nancy M. Sheehan, *‘Education, the Society and the Curricilum in Alberta 1905- .
.-.1980: "An Overview," in ibid., pp. 39-56; Nancy M. Sheehan, *“The WCTU and "~
_' ‘Educanonal Strategxes on the Canadxan Prame." in ibxd. pp 193 211 Davxd C



C /'\ ’
¢

Joncs “Schools and Socxal Dlsmtcgrauon in thc Albcna Dry Belt of the 'I\avcnues
in ibid., p .265-283; L. J. Wilson, ‘‘Perren Bal{tr and Albena s School Dlstnct
Reorg tion,”* Canadian Journal of Education 2 (1977):25-36; Robert S.
Patterson, "ngrcsslvc Education: Impetus to Educational Change in"Alberta and
Saskatchewan,”" in The New Provinces: -Alberta and Saskarchewan, 1905-1980, ed.
Howard Palmer and Donald Smith (Vancouver: Tantalus Research Limited, '

1980),pp.173:198. The three most useful collections of amelcs on schooling in the

west are Shoc\mn Wilson and Jones, Schools in the Wesr, Jones, Sheehan and |
~ Stamp, Shapmg the Schools Wnlson and Jones, Schoolmg and Soc:e:y.

“Jean Barman Growmg Up British in British Columbla Boys in anare
- School (Vancouvcr Umvcrsny of Bnnsh Columbia Press,: 1984) :

. ®Robert M\ Stamp, ‘Canadiai ngh Schools in the 1920°s and wso's The
Social Challenge 10 the Academic Tradition;”’ in Historical Papers: A Selection
from the Papers Presented At the Annual Meeting Held at London 1978, ed. Terry
Cook and Claudcttc\Laccllvc (Ottawa Canadxan Histoncal Associanon no datc)

Lot

Tlmothy A. Dunn “Tcachmg the Mcamng of Work: Vocanonal Educanon -

“in British Columbia, 1900-1929,"" in Shaping the Schools, ed. Joncs Shechan and .
Stamp, pp.236-256; T. R. Morrison, *‘Reform as Social Tracking: The Case of

, Industrial Education in Ontano 1870-1900,"" in The .Iournal of Educanonal Thoughz -

"8 (August 1974): 87- 110 David Stanley Enns, *“Technical Education and

" Industrial Training in Early Twenticth’ Century Canada: The Royal Commission of

19107’ (M.A. thesis, Dalhousnc University, 1982); Janct Vey Guildford, *‘Technical

Education in Nova Scona, x1880-1930" (M A thcsxs Dalhonsxc Umvcrs1ty, 1983)
Soc for examplc Dormmck Cavallo Muscles and Morals Orgamzed

' .Playgrounds and Urban Refo, 1880-1920 (Phnladclphla Universityof -

'Pennsylvania Press, 1981); | v1d I. Macleod, Building Character in the American

- Boy:" The Boy Scouts, Y.M. C. , and Their Forerunners, 1870-1 920 (Madison: The

Umversuy of Wisconsm Press, 1983), Brian Morris, “*Emest Thompson Seton and

-the Origins of the Woodcraft Mov ement,” Journal of Contemporary History 5 -

(1970) 183—194 -John Sprmgh You:h ‘Empire_and Soczery (London: C‘room

~ Helm, 1977); 'Michael Blanch, penahsm, Nationalism and Organized Youth,”" '

‘in Working Class Cilture: . Studies in History and Theory, ed. Jotin Clarke, Charles’ -

Cntchcr and Rlchard Johnson (Lo on Hutohmson & Co 1979), PP. .103- 120

Davxd Macleod “A Lwc V ine: Thc Y M C. A and Male Adolcscencc in |

Hmory XII (November 1979) 368-» ¥ Dlana L: Pedérscn. “‘Keepmg Our Good
“Girls:-Good"; The Young Womcp S

(M.A thcsxs, Carleton Umversuy, 1981), Margaret Prang, f“The erl God Would
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For ‘a dxscusston of modcratc and radxcal rcv1s1omsts soc J Donald leson L

“Hxstonographxcal Prespectives on Canadian Educauonal Hlstory A Rcv;ew
Essay,”” The:Journal of Educational Thoughs'11 (1977) 49-63; Wilson, *‘Some

. Observations’’;* Neil Sutherland, **Introduction,’’ in Educanon and Soc:al Change.

(Ncw York: Ncw York Umvcrsxty Pncss 1975) pp xi-xxxi, =
Maclcod Buildmg Charact;r e } |

s. Mcahng, (“Thc Concczé of Socml Class amf thc Interprctauon of

*! Canadian History,”” Canadian Historical Reviéw XLVI. (September- 1965): 201218
'.‘, '1s one of the amclcs most quoted to point out the lack of an adequatc class analysis
L, .in Canadian history writing. On the importance of class analysxs see Leo A,

Johinson, *“The Development of Class in Canada in the Twentieth Century,” in
Capxtalxsm and the N ional Question in Canada, ed. -Gary- Teeple (Toronto

: Umvcrsxty of Toronto 1972)pp. 141-183. Two differing ways of viewing .

class in Hamiltort can be found in Palmcr A Culture in. Conflict and Michael B. .
Katz, The People of | Hamzlton, Canada West: Family and Class in a Mid-~ "~

. Nmeteenth Century City (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1975)1 ‘On

Toronto sée; for example, Wayne Roberts, Honest Womanhood Fenumsm -
Femxmmty and Class Consciousness Among Toronto Working Women, 1893-1914

'. (Toronto: New Hogtown Press, 1976); - Michael J. Piva, The Cond?non of the
. Working Class in Toronto-1 900-1921 (Ottawa Umversxty of Ottawa ‘Press, 1979) ‘
.Kcalcy, Toronto Workers Respond See, also, Alfred A. Hunter ‘Class Tells:' On

Social lnequalu‘y in Canada; 2nd edition (Tomnto Buttcmorths, 1986). Bcsxdcs

" providing an historical perspective on the dcvelopmcnt of class, tlus book contains a |
‘ uscful bxbhography of the htcrature on class in Canada. o :

Sec, for examplc, Joseph Hawcs, Chzldren m Urban Socxety Juvemle |

* .. University of Chicago Press; 1977); Ellen’ Rycrsom The Best Laid Plans: -America’ 5

Juvenile Court- Expcnment (New York: ; Hill and Wang, 1978), LcRoy Ashby

o _Savmg the Waifs:: Refonners and Dependent Children, 1890 191 7 ‘(Philadelphia: .
.+ Temple- Umversxty Press, 1984). ‘Barbadra Brenze '“Lancaster Industnal School for
- Girlst A Social; Portraxt of a, Ninetecmh Century Reform School for G1rls,” Femzmst
RO ,"SmdzeslIL(Fall 19‘25): 40-;3 A e T T Sy
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| Delinquency in Nineteenth Century America’(New York: Oxford University Press, ‘ :
- 1971); Robert Mennel, Thorns and Thistles:. "Juvenile Delmquents in the: l(mted
: ISta:es, 1825-1940 (Hanover, NH.: Umversxty Press of New England), Anthony M ‘
. Plan, The Child Savers -The Invention of Delmquency (Chlcago ‘University ¢ of 1 ;
... Chicago Press,1969);  Stephen Schlossman, Love and the American: Dclmqucnt A
"1 'The Theory and Practice of "Progresswe" Juvemle Jusuce, 1825-1920 (Chicago:
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- Stcphen Humphnes, Hooligans or Rebels? "An Oral Hlstory of Worlang- .

.. Class Cluldhood and Youth 1889-1939 (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1981) Inthe = '
o American context, David Nasaw, Children of the City: At Work and at Play e
\(Gardcn City, New York: Anchor Press/Doubleday, 1985) uscs pnmary sourccs to

look at thc lives of the young fmm thcm pomt-of-hcw o S
‘ Suthcrland Chxldren in Enghsh -Canadian Socxery comams a substannal
' section on the treatment of juvenile delinquents. See, also, ‘Susan E. Houston,
L “chtonan Origins of Juvenile Delinquency: A .Canadian Expcnencc **in Law and .
. Social Control in Canada, ed. William K. Grecnaway and Stephen L. Bnckcy EEN
Lo _(Scarborough Ontario: Prentice-Hall of Canada, Lid., 1978),pp 168-190; Susan E. .

. Houston,*“The ‘Waifs and Strays of a late’ Victorian City; Juvcmlc Delinquents in . '

X ) 1985

. Toronto’’ in Chzldhood and Fanuly in Canadian Hxstory, ed. Joy Parr- (Toronto
‘McClelland and Stewart, 1982) pp.129:142; Diane L. Matters, ‘*The Boys’ = - . o
- Industrial School: Education for Juvenile Offenders** in Schooling and Society. in V\ .
“. 20th Century British Columbxa. ed: J. Donald Wilson and David C: Jones (Calgary: iy '
Detselig Bnrcrpnscs Lmutcd, 1980) PP 53—70 Coulter, ‘“Not 0 Pumsh But o
Rcform”’ : , , .

6For a dcscnption of this pmjcct see; Nc11 Suthcrland “'I‘hc Canadxan o
. Childhood History . PrOJcct” in CHEA/ACHE Newsletter/Bullenn I (Octobcr 1986)
pp 15-19. . ' ‘ A S ‘

Paul Thompson "‘The War Wllh Adults," Oral sttory 3 (Autumn 1975)
29- 38 Humphncs, Hoolxgans or Rebels7 o . .
L ,
, Jcan Barman Growmg Up Brmsh in Bnnsh Columbta; Neil Suthcrland
“Thc Role of Memory in the History-of Childhood,”’ paper prescnted at'the 64th - "
. annual mcctmg of The Canadian' Hlstoncal Assocmuon, Montrcal Qucbcc 28 May o

.

Among thc fcw works whlch contmn somc uscful matcnal on Albcrta and/or
o -Edmonton in"the '1920s. are John Richards . and .Larry Pratt, Prame Capztalzsm ’

S Power and. Inﬂuence in the New West' (Toronto "McClelland and Stewait,1979); -
- David Leadbeater, ‘“The Developmcnt of Capxtahsm in the Area’ Currcntly Called

.” Alberta”":(M.A: thesis, University of Alberta, 1980); Gerald Friesen, The Canadxan R
b Prames A Htstory (Toronto Universrty of "Toronto Press, 1984); JG. e

o .MacGrcgor Edmonton: A H:story (Edmonton Hurtig Pubhshcrs. 1967), John F

:":Culpm, Edmonton Gateway 10 the North (np  Windsor Pubhcauons, 1984)
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CHAPTERTWO * -~ = . =~

-_‘ Y ' ..“ ' ’ -" ' ‘.““‘ |‘ .F‘
o -LQCA’I?ING‘T%EN&AGERS_ IN A SOCIAL CONTEXT

To wntc a htstory of teen- agcrs is to recogmzc two fundamental and . ‘
o opposinonal Ways of scctng youth On thc one hand some thconsts havc spokcn of
o “youth as a “class” thus' clcvatmg agc to a rolo asa pnmary dctcrmmant in human
‘ “cxpcncncc Young pcoplc are secn as part of a commonahty whtch has as its |

’ matcrtal basc nothmg morc than age and, from t}ns sharod expcncnce of agc itis

'argued, thcrc dcvelops a culture of youth Socxal rclauons artse from COHﬂlCtS

- bctwocn gcncranons whcrc thc oldcr gcncratton w1clds thc powcr a:ontrols thc .
resourccs and oppresscs thc younger As a rcsult, youth come to a self— |
- consmousncss of thcmsclvcs as a class thh common mtcrests« o TN |
| On thc othcr hand an altcmanve way of thtnktng about thc young is to see . |
% thcm not as a homogenoous group but as an agc cohort whtch contams thc broader

A

S contradtcttons of socxety That 1s youths dre cxarmned pnmanly 1n tcrms of thelr

o - mcmbcrshxp m w1dcr gtouptngs such as soc1al classcs whtch are behcvcd to

+
Lot

e {,transcend any agc group 1dent1ﬁcauon. Y L R " ;

A

Each of the two ways of conccptuahzmg youth has strcngths and weaknesscs ‘f

o and the power of one v1cw ot' youth ovcr thc othcr can only be determmed by

o explonng thev_'ltfc expencnces of teen-agers thhm actual and concrete setungs Thts, f' ,',:}"




Lo eﬁicient scale vmually unpossxble Indeed Leadbeater has suggested that in. the .

," role of compradors

| developmg mﬁastructure of ratl transport publtc unlmes and transtt schools
hospttals and pubhc welfare agenctes, Thxs trend contmued m the years er the

'Vwar However the blg boom in land speculatron of the pre«World War | penod left '

. ) 1ts mark on ‘the cxty for the vanous dlstrtcts of Edmonton were spread out over a -

smeable area wrth large vacant spaces in between and only dtrt or gravel roads '

jmmng them It was only as the ‘19208 wore on and relatrve prospenty retumed

that the populauon began to mcrease and new houses were constructedon many of
' the empty lots.. In 1923 wrth the completton of the ptpelme from thong, these :
B homes ‘and others coulq be heated with gas, another stgn of the move: towards -

"~

modemtzanon In thts same penod, automobtles became the common means of
transportatlon and some Edmontomans began to' explore the ways in whtch atr |
. transport coult{@ /access to the products and’ markets ofdhe Canadran Nonh

1; However as Vonsey argues cmes such as Edmonton were, by the 19203

: Ipnmanly agncultural serv1ce centres and thts meant that urban development was

, :‘ closely lmked 0 the ups and downsof an economy dcpendent on farm pnces and |

| productton Small local markets made tndustrtal development on any large. cost~ -

B 19203 there was a general declxne in the number of funcuomng local and regtonal

R :"":f:compames as Alberta expenenced a, second major phase of monopoltzanon in whtch

RO

Accordmg to Betke, mumcxpal hfe m Bdmonton was, m large measure,

o f{)j‘,'.,comrolled by a. small 1ocal elxte\m a manner not unhke that of other Canadlan _.
- cmes Thls ehte was compnsed of only about one-half per cent of the total ctty
“'POP“hUOD and was predommantly Canadtan or Bntxsh born The most common T_ f? . ii; ‘

-‘place of ongtn was Ontano and, as tmght be expected, most members of the ehte

o .' " were Protestants Roman Cathohcs were thus sertously under- represented m the

LT

v S
‘
P
‘

i "f"central Canadtans assumed control of the economy and left local busmessmen m the '.i

. : v .
L
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power structure In a phenomenon well-noted in other cmes, the fanuhes of the |
ehte tended to hve in a socrally dlstmct netghbourhood a nerghbourhood 1denuﬁed
by Betke as tn the west end and north of the nver Workmg class | _ |
nelghbourhoods, on the other hand, could be found tn areas such as the north west - : .'.
dtstnct of Calder whxch centred on the ratl yards and the: north—east dtstnct whrch

E ” surrounded the packmg plants Dependtng on the socro-economrc posmon of thelr .
famthes then. teen-agers gxew up in. geographrcally and soc1ally dlsunct R "‘_ . | o t
| netghbourhoods B . | ‘ A '
T - . Whtle a small eltte may ulttmately have controlled local affalrs an acuve |
e (' e umon movement <:ould be found in: Edmonto%the Socrahst Party of Canada and
g the Domlmon Labour Party had promment sd‘pporters in the ctty It was n0t ,
. ) f unusual for labour candxdates to get elected to the publtc school boand and the ctty
counctl and even serve as boatd cha1rmen or mayors Fnesen has m fact . B
- suggested that by the mter-war years a clear workmg claSs conscrousness was o . - |
developmg m prame urban centres as a result of workers struggles in thelr places
of employment. But he also tdennﬁes a thtrd “socral grouptng” stmated between
. ‘ wealthy businessmen and poor labourers and composed of those people employed in
| .‘ s . the professmnal and human ser\nces sectors These teachers, muusters, lawyers
| | nurses and govemment employees were not, Fnesen says, a conscrous socral class
2 vere closer to those of the busmess ehte than to |

those of the labourmg poor Po"'ucally, lioWever, they were, as a group, s
g .

although they hved in ways whlc )

inconsxstent, someumes mmatmg ‘_' ¢ SuppEtn g socral reform acnvmes and

someumes baclnng busmess demands As the wrmng on: social reform has shown, " '.; o
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| In Albena s capltal commumty leagues were ﬁrst orgamzed in the penod -
' "\.from 1917 to 1921 to, wgork for- local unprovements in thexr specrﬁc dlstncts of the

- ‘ _icrty Indlvidual leagues and the Fedcrauon of Commumty Leagues whrch was .

establxshed in 1921 became the means by whlch local cmzens could lobby the cny

‘ ‘;councﬂ and the school boards on behalf of thetr members ’I'he commumty leagues o

" ;also served as the orgamzanonal 1mpetus for 1 many recreauonal acuvmes wrthm '
drstncts buﬂdxng skatmg rmks sponsonng classes of vanous sorts hosung dances

and SO on. It can be argued that leagues served a popuhst purpose by encouragmg " L

the development of a. tradmonal sense of commumty and collecnvrty w1thm an “

o ‘urban setung Thetr focus on farmly—supporung acuvmes made an tmportant
‘ contnbuuon o the socral rmheu in Edmonton. | ‘

Y

The Census in both l921%d 1931 tndlcates that most faxmhes in Edmonton ‘

R were headed by males though in 1921 there were 978 female heads of famlly

S iweeldy salanes rangmg from $16 53 o nearly $29 00 Rallway conduct'

' recorded a number whrch had grown to 2 653 by 1931 Wage earmngs were the
3 prrmary source of farmly income and, as mrght be expected, the level of support
| l‘vaned consrderably not: only because of dlfferent wage scales but because some ‘

"- ‘forms of employment were more secure than others In 1921 for example, many - .

workers m the construcnon trarles workedjess than 40 weeks m the year for average

- brakemen and trammen worked more weeks and at much better wages, pres" mably
' {v"because thelr uruons were much stronger and work was not s0. scasonal. Con' uctors
B Lworked 50 34 weeks at $43 89 a week, brakemen and trammen were employed
4 "47 08 weeks at $36 30 per week. Professlonals and whxte collar workers also
','rtended t&Work on average close to a full year w1th educauonahsts eammg $50 77 a:
o 1‘7week, clergymen s27 26 engmeers s41 40 and clerks 526 oo t0 $29. oo Male
laundry workers, servants and wmters eamed only 31200 to $13 00 per week. _' i
: Women workers eamed consrderably less than men at ss 89 per week for

PR
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| and $24 84 for teachmg Thts pattem was snll apparent in 1931 for though
: womcn in patd employment worked on average 46 69 weeks to men s 40. 42 weekst,
m the year, they eamed an average annual salary of $64l wlnle men recetved

$lO97 The Wtde range of i mcomes earned by famtly heads would clearly have

, " . school leav1ng and employment ‘

‘we shall see m the next chapter mﬂuenced the decrstons made thh respect to B

LA
_

A\l

b work, $12 71 for factory work, $l4 38 for sales work $18 OO to $22 00 for clerk]ng' '

-, some cffect on the expenences of young people growmg up in those farmles and as ', o

of the 14 523 famnes neported in the 1921 Census 6,922 owned thetr own | )

homes and 7 601 were rentmg "The average monthly rental pald was $26 80

lot to be desu'ed in terms of srze and facxhtles In 1931 of the 12, 234 faxmhes of

‘ male wage eamers, 6 429 owned homes and 3, 805 rented accommodauon 'l'he L

* Pl

.~ 1931 Census also notes the presence of a large number 4 960, lodgers in the c1ty

‘although 3,890 famthes paxd less than tlus and 2, 192 famthes pald less than half the o

| ‘ average rental rate The condmon of the propemes rented at low rates hkely left a

Most teen-agers would have gmwn up m two-parent farmhes wrth one or two

o v'81b11ngs on the average although actual farmly srze could vary srgmﬁcantly from one
‘ houSChold to the next. The 1921 Census mdlcates that the average farmly size m ‘
o | Y:"' Edmonton was 3 92 persons and the average number of cluldren was 1 96
B Vanauon betWeen famthes owmng thexr own homes and those rennng can be found -
’. ‘. The former category had somewhat larger fam1hes of an avcrage srze of 4, 05 ‘A "
‘ : ¥ persons with 2 07 chtldren whtle the latter category had an average s1ze of 3 79 w1th
- ' l 85 chxldren In 1931 13 901 famtlxes had chtldren in them and of those famﬂxes
L :‘.:.f‘34 30% had only one chﬂd, 293% had two chtldren and 17. 60% had thres.
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Teen.agers. as an age cohort, made up a smeable and gmwmg portxon of the

. total populanon of Edmonton m the 19208 As a percentage of the total populauon o
- they grew from 11. 51% in 1921 to 14 50% in 1931 Indeed, while the populanon '

o of Edmonton grew by about 35% in that ten ycar penod the teen age populauon

[ P

\grcwby70% (SeeTablc 1) I S

TABLE 1

Teen aged Populauon in Edmonton 1921 10 1931

"y

A N L .
= 1 ]

AR}

YEAR rrorAL; POP. POP 13-19 TEEN-AGERS AS A
DR o , % OF TOTAL POP.

1921 58 821 oemo st
1926 65 163 L8189 o 1346
931 .\79,197 ‘-"\1.1;480‘; S 1450 ,,
. " Sources Census of Canada 1921 and I§31 Census of lhe Prame Provmces R
1926, ‘ o Ly

Thxs 1s a phenomenon worth notlng s1nce Kett and thhs , among others
‘ ‘have argued that 1t ts when thexr numbers dechne that teen-agers become more

’- “va]uable” and thus more Irkely to be subjected to the attenuon and solicxtudes of

B o parents and other adults Other hxstqnans have suggested that thts may be the case

: youth especrally those ﬁndtng recreauon m pubhc places, that mottvate the 5 N
o ':deVelopment of agenctes desrgned to supemse and control the acnv;ues of yOung

. 4 ‘jfor mtddle-class youths but that 1t lS tncreased and vrsxble numbers of worhng-class

' .. Lo ! L ’ i R ‘ .

,' . oy [ o ' \

. Voo - ‘ I ;o ! .
’”:'v' ,‘. R B g -
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: "“the rano was 086 m 1921 and 0 87 in 1931 Thc dlscrcpancy m numbcrs is muchv‘ g

' thcsc chﬂdren
| '.nmc of bmh In‘fact, Edmionton in 1926
e mhabuants had béen bon in -
An exammanon of the propomon of malcs to0 fcmalcs m the youthful f o .

|-

By far, the largest pcrccntagc of young peoplc in. Edmonton were Canadxan- )

bom In 1926 for example, of thc 13 510 young pooplc bctwecn thc agcs of 10

| and 19, 106970:79 18% wcrc bom in Canada. 1628 or ;205% were boin in the
| Brmsh Islcs or Bnush colomcs and 1,185 or 8. 77% m "forengn bom of this o

_‘ ;last group, 667 or more, than half had becp@dm in thc Umtcd Statcs ‘Most of ' ‘
‘ cn had cxpencnced a do?nant Enghsh speakmg culturc fmm [hC" o

as a cxty in Wthh ovcr 90% of all the ‘

‘ "ada. thc Brmsh Islcs or thc Umted Statcs

y men to women was 1. 36 in 1921 and 1 69 in 1931 Among tocn-agcrs howcy;:r,‘

.m ed m the mlddlc o “PP“ 88° rangc of pwplc in theu' tecns ‘
‘ (SGCTable2) R "“‘“ “, ;_ ‘. ! ”" ":“. "." * 5 ‘ |

thle thc rauo of 13 and 14 ycar old males to fema]cs approxlmated thc

;\

o ovor-all norm for the cxty. the rano of 18 and 19 ycar old malcs to femalcs was
“skcwed consxdcrably from that norm ~ Why dld young womcn m thclr late tccns
- Aout-numbcr young men m such a nonceablc fashlon? Becausa of the dlffcrennal

. nanm: of the shxft, a plauslblc cxplananon secms to be ;hat nrban boys wcrc lcavmg

I -

: populatlon revcals an mtcn:snng trcnd. In thc populauon as a wholc thc rano of > : '

N _A,-‘"the cuy to ﬁnd Jobs on farms ot m thc pnmary msourcc ind:i~-trre§w’ ile mral glrls , ;.

n ;'.:j‘wae enmng the cuy toﬁnd work m thc scrvice, clencal and man ‘,acnmng
S secmrs Wlnle h18toncal sourccs are sﬂent on the exact ages
- dnfted in-and‘out of the westcm cmes m the early decades of thls ccntury young

men of 15-19 werc 'hkely part of that mxgranon On the othcr hand, ncwspapers

r
1

f the smglc mcn who

-.7.‘
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and youth workcxs oftcn oommcnted on, the fact that young gxrls from thc coumry -

side ﬂockcd to the city m scarch of cmploymcnt .

TABLE 2.

SEX RATIOS IN THE 10-19 AGE GROUP‘ IN EDMONTON,192-14‘1931‘. |

| "" 1921 '17"'1926‘ o -"‘jésl " P
“AGE_ - M~ F M F M F S
3o s08 . 51 . &1 2, T8 68
4, 31 s34 62 691 o 850 786
15 ass . a5 s 'v647;‘wf789 p«xf,gs3b»
16 45?* “'f536f | 1‘557l N 57;'4'7825 o 943
U "377}‘[ '_521‘; 553 ‘639_o]’_'763 . a
w3 s a8 09 w1 10100

L0190 U395 o503 496 . .666 654 - 955

—

 Sources: Census of Canada, 1921 and 1931; Census of the Prairie Provinces, 1926.

a )
P '.v‘n

R Although thc cmploymcnt rcportu.,, mcchamsms of thc 1921 and 1931 .: . :

i Ccnsus. by groupmg 10 to 14 ycar old or 10 o 15 year old workcrs togcthcr, makc o s

s 1t 1mposs1ble to scparatc out pm-tecns from tecn-agcrs. 1t xs clear that a slgmﬁcam

L ) propornon of thc urban labor forcc was undcr the age Of twenty Tlus IS °3P°°mny

B 'T‘f‘vtrue of the fcmale work forcc for in 1921 25, 61% of employed women were lo o \
RS ;19 aﬁgurc wlnch dmpped w 2028% m 1931 In 1921 7 32% ot' male wa'gc
R ;eamers wa'e 10 to 19 though in’ 1931 thls decrcased to s. 77% |

'.':"




Most of the employed teen-agers were 15 orldldcr which is no surpnsc since
Albcna had compulsory school attcndance lcglslanon by the 1920s and the
Edmomon Public School Board hlred an attendance ofﬁccr to enforce the
-Ingslaqon "In 1921, of thc 9 760 cluldrcn 7 to 14 ycars of age, 909l or 93 15%
were at g:hool By 1931 attcndancc at school was a way of life for 98.60% of the
7 to. 14 year olds Thc percentage of older teen-agers in school also increased over

thc decade from 42.88% to 56.52%, an occurrence that will be discussed in detail

31
later.,

ﬂ - "Educational and recreational options for tecn-agers grew in the 1920s as

Edmonton saw thc dcvclopmcnt of)tcchmca] and vocanonal schools, some private
business collcgcs and schools and adult supervised youth orgamzanons ~?)rgamzcd
professxonal sports teams and cvcnts became an increasingly comman phc:nomenon32
and a growmg numbcr of commercial forms of entertainment could also be found in
the cxty. a fact whlch. led many adults to decry the mﬂucncc of dancc halls and
movie thcatrcs on the young In 1922 radio broadcastmg arrived in Edmonton and
by 1931 5, 717 houscholds had radios.’ Indeed though Edmonton was only a small
western Canadxan city, it replicated many, if not most, of the educational and

' ;'recmaﬁox.ml'_ op;\aoguhities available to teen-agers invtjhc larger cities of-North |

America. Siinnarly, there was a fairly standard amy of social service agencies

' dcmgned to dcal mth the problcms of juvcmlc dchnqucncy mcludmg a Juvcmlc o

. Y

court system.
. In the followmg chapters vanous facets of the tocn-age experience w1ll bc

' examméd in more dcpth ‘Teen-age pammpauon in the urban labour tnarket will bc

/




explored, the changing na

treatment of dcvmnt belaviour wm be dclmcatcd By analysmg thcsc mtcr-rclatcd'

3 aspocts of tocn—ag

of what it meant to be a young person in Edmonton in the 1920s;

schooling will be described and the definition and

¢, 1t should then bc possiblc to come to some undcrstandmg '

a2
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CHAPTER THREE
| TEEN-AGERS IN THE LABOUR MARKET

i)

On January 31 1935 Alxce B dxed in Edmonton s stencOrdta Hospttal the ‘; '
vtcum of a botched aboruon Her tragtc story which can be told m more detatl
than most because it was thoroughly documented in a survmng pohce report of her '

death is representauve of the expenences of large numbers of. young. smgle ‘ |
workmg women m Bdmonton throughout the two decades after World War I | The
re-creation of Ahce s short workmg hfe 1s also tmportant not only because in many
aspects it is generaltmble but also because, through it, we can exercxse our ,,
h1stoncal tmaglnauon and develop a sense ol' feehng and know;ng about what the
- raw data on issues such as wage rates unemployment and housmg shortages meant
., for tndmduals And whtle most of the exxsung ev1dence on the employment |
h}expertences of the young focusses on women bet:ause they, ltke chtldren were seen B
- as dependent and in nced of legal protecuon, some conclusxons can also be drawn =
about young worlnng men. parncularly when thetr hves touched the ltves of thetr . ‘\
female counter-parts ‘ ," ‘ 't | S " , ; '
: 'I\vo years before her death Altce B left the small town of Gunn, Alberta for
the b1g crty Ltke many young people before and smce, she came to Bdmonton m
< search of work wluch she found as a wanress at the Adelpht Cafe. Her oceupauon !

| was not untyptcal for most young worlnng women g ,ere employed tn the semce,

domesuc or clencal sectors _of thl_ economy and the' were patd nummal wages—

somewhere betweenabout $6'00 to $9 00 per week: at Ittme when 1t was esttmated




. o IR X
- ...noted that low wages forced workmg grrls to hve in small shabby rooms in poor o
‘| - ‘ netghbourhooda and to go without suﬁcrent food for thetr nutnuonal requtrements | ‘,
‘ Whether Ahce was actually under-nounshed is tmposmble to tell and she. may well
. | .- have recetved a. free meal at work. but her hvtng condmons ﬁt Whtdden S
“ | dcescnpuom Alrce hved in one room in a commencal roommg house ina ‘L;H
, ~“rougher” part of town and she shared that room wrth a fnend Jo Most aspects |
ll of thetr domesuc hves were lived w:thm that.one room. o e
S ' Jo'and Ahce appear to have had a ﬁrm fnendshrp and a network of other
“fnends both male and female In addmon, Ahce s stster, Mabel had followed |
Altoe to the crty and vrsrted her frequently Ahee had easy access t0 an old famrly =
R frtend, a Mrs White, from whom she sought advice, comfort and presumably an - L
occastonal meal Allce also'had & boyfriend, Bill, and like many young women
. probably expected matrtmony to rescue her from memal pard labour at some stage v.
‘,'\"ofherhfe R , | f‘_ o ‘ |
| V. All in all Ahce B appears to have been qmte happy wrth her hfe—she had a’ R
f ', .. jOb at ‘a ume when many were unemployed and desutute she had a place to hve E ;
| " ;’ -and frtends and famxly wrth whom to enjoy some good umes But good times were |
o her downfall——Just as the mtddle class soctal reformers had wamed gtrls they would R

be S T '. S ST

On Hallowe en mght, Ah°° and a. group Of frlends gathered for a few dnnks = .I
Pﬂor to departing for a dance at the Shasta (hfe and Ahce became tntoxrcated. she_.,.i‘, _ B
_ ;."1eft the dnnkmg party to call ona Rudy A a tallor employed at Dlttrlch’s. to ask
. lnm to Jom her group but he refused Jo and her boyfnend, wncem ed about Ahce , \: :

‘ "__fdeemmg Altce toodrunktoattend the T

. it

-" condmon. found her tn Rudy s. room
danee. they 'put her to bed there and left her. f‘to sleep 1t off” Later that mght,
: :Henry" barber and Rudy s room—mate," 'tumed to‘ hrs room toﬁnd'Ahee m B




- mouth By Jé%uary Alrce was desperate for the home remedxes had not WOrked and . ] /

but Ahée conﬁded to her fnend Jo. ‘that Henry came to bed wrth her and that she v
“ was too drunk and sleepy to reslst his sexual advances sexual advances whxch then
may have—recm'red on two subsequent occastons : |
By Chnstmas Ahce knew she was pregnant and tumed to Jo to drscuss
soluuons to the problem ' Jo s tmnal reaction was to tell Ahce that all she could"i",
- do was have the baby but Ahce d1d not w13h to do so and attempted to abort '."‘ | ,»".;
L | U-through the drmkmg of hard hquor and turpenune and the talong of hot baths— - \

tradmonal methods of aboruon known by most women and spread by word-of-

she told a co—worker Edna S., that “she d1d not care what she had to go through as.
_ long as she got it over w1th ” As it turned out, both Bdna and Jo had been m the l\ ‘
| farmly way"" and through a taxi- ~driver had leamed of the existence of Mrs. Plof "

" North Edmonton a woman who had been tratned as'a nurse in Brussels and now

Lo performed aboruons Edna and Jo told Ahce about Mrs P and though they both

warned her of the dangers, parucularly smce thetr fnend was now at least three
o ‘months pregnant, Alxce undertook to engage the servxces of Mrs P After several
o unsuccessful attempts to mduce a mtscarnage through douches of Llfebuoy soap and

| : Lysol in soluuon, an mstrument was used and Ahce aborted.

In the meanume, Jo had approached Henry G demandtng that he provxde

A 'money Ahce rnanaged on her own to pay $5 00 (nearly a week’s wage) thOugh

" they could. Indeed Mrs P, told pohce that she only “dld these operauons because
umes were hard” thus tndlcaung that she felt that she was provxdrng a necessary

e f'T'medrcal servrce for women

.‘Mrs P later demed chargmg glrls and satd she only expected them to. gtve what




\‘ At the age of l4 ‘Miss X had left her home m rural Alberta aecompamed by her
i mother who helped her settle tn Edmonton “The only employmcnt she had been

. Wable to secure was part ume work 1n the cafetena of Rarnsey s Department Store ) 1:. ~

After the abornon, Alxee retumed to her room where she bcgan o
haemorrhage and the next day Jo called in a doctor who rushed Alice to hospltal I
whereshesoondted.herfatheratherbedside o c w B

Before her sad end. the hfe of Ahce B. had been somewhat more favourable '

| than that of another Alrce who w was known only as Mtss X to newspaper readers |

E ‘who learned of her exrstenee when she was arrested on eharges of vagrancy m 1929 . s

) second only m swe to the Hudson $ Bay Store. The $7 50 per Week she eaned there

. solace She took to wandermg the streew as the only form of reereauon avmlable o - 3
::‘a poor and lonely gu'l and, through 1dle conversauon on the street soon fell in with )
. "a taxz-dnvcr Shg began t share lodgmgs w1th hun and he asked her to “hustle for y
| ‘ - l'um though she clauned that she “dxdn't really know what lt mcant theﬂ " Iﬂ ‘he-“ "
,. e course of several months and somc rather sordtd expenenoes, Mlss X m°"°d °r' was' o
’ "‘ “‘traded fmm plmp tmpimp These mcn fed, clothed and sheltered her and to some

S ‘.was not enough to pay for her room and board. let alone buy clothes or anytl'ung
o else. And, unhke Ahce B she had no relauves or famrly friends to tum to. for )

ON




Cot " ‘ ‘ \ 50
o ‘campargn that followed Mlss X 5 arrest, explamed that she had absolutely no-
o money, she could not ﬁnd work of any lnnd and she felt she could not retum home
/ ,' o " s0 in her desperanon she srmply approached a hkely lookmg male prospeCt and
o asked him to look after her” whnc Ahce B. died young, at least in life she had
. rcasonably steady work a place to stay and a support network of frtends and farmly
Less fortunate young women were forced 10 turn to prostttutton elther to supplement
ythetr mcomes or to cam any mcome at all. Sull others, though not resomng to
‘ *prosutuuon per se exchanged sexual favours and probably housekeepmg skrlls for ‘
g food and lodgmg The phght of these desumte g1rls who often found themselves ‘1‘ B

‘ pregnant and deserted is well-expressed in the tesumony of ore. e

- Some may know how hard it is to get work of any kind i in the winter, . . ...
. so when one has tramped the streets for three weeks in summet shoes, S
o and only one meal a'day to save the little one you have You who have
-\ . husbands and children and everythmg to-make life worthwhile do not
' . often think of the thtngs that many of us have to go through even in
this city of Edmonton.. We have not the talent, nor the education that
. some of your chlldren have, and F am one of those who do not have {
: that opportumty o

i

- 'Of course not all teen-aged gxrls were desntute nor were they all forced to tum o o
) e prostltuuon to survrve Of the cases dtscussed above, Ahce B.’s employment

,'..hlstory is probably the most common for many young workmg glrls managed " eke |
. out an extstence and mamtam some measure of happtness through theu- soclal I

i -tnetworks And those who were wnllrng or able to llve at horne contrlbutlng only
part of theu' pay package to famtly mamtenance, were by most accounts better off

B Ithan lhc totally self-suppomng glrls Thls was Pamcularly true, W“h r°3P°°‘ ‘° ‘h"

. 'f”matter of accommodauon for reports mdicate a dlstmct shortage of places for gu-ls
to stay A Y W'C,A survey m 1929 revealed that there were only 209 rooms_m- R

. f‘."":,{v'-eStabhshed :msntuuons and ﬁfty m Pﬂ"m homes for females m rent. The shortagc |




‘ ‘ ) B
, have made rooms avatlable clalmed Eumce Wludden General Secretary of the x
‘ffYWCA ' 5;\*l"y]ﬁgfp T
| | How young men managed we' ‘can. only guess though m general they eamed
somewhat more than young women whtle shanng m some aspects of thetr hfe style
such as lmng thh a fnend m one room Evrdence of male prosutuuon cannot be.
found though 1t may well have exrsted but young men dxd someumes turn o
cnminal actmues such as robbery to subs1sL Needless to say, young men dxd not -

b have to cope dtrectly w1th unwanted pregnancres or w1th the same kmds of sexual

% oung women. | o |
‘ Whlle young m\n may have had a somewhat better ume in hfe, all workmg Lo . !
teen-agers faced the harsh realmes of the labour market at an early age They d1d N
-not experxence the “mvented" adolescence of which htstonans speak they dld not
have a prolonged. dependent and protected chxldhood. i o N o
Patterns of employment for ‘the worlnng teen-agers of Edmonton in the 19203
.~ and early 30s resemble those found in the Umted States, Bntam and elsewhere in |
Canada. In 1921 80% of the employed young men found jObS in the | -
manufactm'tng. ! sportauon, trade. semce and clencal sectors of the economy
'Ibn years later these were sull htgh employment areas for boys along w1th an .
addmonal area m‘ed “’other” which covered labourers and unskilled workers. .
thlun these broad occupauonal grouptngs, youths tended to be mestncted to the

lowest IMIS of work o labourers, mess"ngﬁfs’;,dehverymen, truck dnvers or _'f-?‘i o

v

teamsters, salesmen, bookkeepers and oﬁice clerks conﬁrmmg Osterman s




O

' S l”"‘," . ‘. ,
Job opportumues for young females were even more narrow than those for
young males In l92l 98% of the 935 employed young women were found in ‘f

manufactunng, trade, servtce and clencal sectors By 1931 few of the 1 235

, employed gtrls wel~e in manufacttmng and 940 (or 76%) found work as domesttcs

wartresses, saleswomen stenographers and typtsts

The 1931 Census pmvtdes mformatron wluch allows for some compansons of

‘ . average earmngs and average numbcr of weeks worked for vanous age groups m

the twelVe month pertod pnor to census day in 1921 and 1931 It must be

more or worlnng for longer penods others of course would have eamed less or

been employed for fewer weeks in the year Wrth few excepttons. the young on | L

. average had less JOb secunty and lower wages than the rest of the worlong

- "~‘ w,

s

' emphastzed that these are averages only. Some young people would be earmng '

populanon Between 1921 and 1931 thetr sttuauon worsened and they expertenced o

a drop both m wages and in time worked. Tlus was part of a decrease felt by all |

WOrkers but for the. young whose eammgs were low to begm wrth thts declme must =

have been parucularly dtfﬁcult to manage especrally for those who were trytng to
lead hves mdependently of thetr famth . Young females were doubly "
dtsadvantaged, by thetr age and thet[ gender and recetved the lowest average

o % mcome of all even tn cases where the young women were employed for ‘IoTe |

weeks m the year than the young men (See Table 3)

t’\

r‘



TABLB 3

AM

- ',"}AVERAGB WAGES AND WEEKS OF WORK FOR EDMONTON s TEEN AGERS |

19m1921 AND 193(}1931 .

W .
! 4

E 1 June 1920 1 June 1921
Avcragc o Avcragc No of . A'vax‘y*z‘a‘ge‘Wagc‘
“,:Age | ”Amgual‘lj?arrlung‘:;‘i Week; Employad” "’ ‘fer Wégk'
L Male Pl‘cn"\lalc = .Mhlc . | 'Eemalc"‘ I‘ I:Mzik Féalaie :

10-14 368 190 . 4592 4340 800 - 438

1590 665 - 549 4695 47, 8‘3‘_ 1417 . 147
Al Ages " 1311 V7lf‘6‘9.-f] 4761 49 17‘ 2750 1565

S 1 June 1930 - lJunel93l

1015 E 152 10s "4367 .'4276':" a7, 245
1(»17 331 j“2‘58f 23_9.59“ ._‘4‘2‘,.54",” | 837 '6.(')6, 
119 L am 948 490 124 8%
Al Ages‘ 1097 . 641 iio§4i 4669 '27,'1“4.5' ',1‘3‘73..1 |

I
!

Sourcc Census of Canada 1931

‘ . . . v Sy . O

SR, As might be expected, certam areas of employmcnt offered morc wceks of
) W°"k and bmﬂ' wazes than“otng? For gxample. in 1921 gn-ls of 15 to 19 eaméd
: average'annual salanes whxc 'ranged from $273 13 for domesnc scrvants to $703 38

53 .




o under were paxd $201,59 as labourers, $328 05 as messengers, $347 06 as salemen .

Y

labourers in other areas) $748 21 as clerks $657 82 as salesmen, $621 18 m “

manufacturing, $S47 08 as teamsters or truck—dnvers and $523 77 as messengers or

‘f ofﬁce boys By 1931 salanes had dropped substanually Glrls 17 and under carned

$136 36 as domesuc servants $28000 as waxtresses $358 14 as saleswomen and

$375 00 as stenographers and typlsts Thetr older counterpans in the {8 to 19 age o

bracket earned $194 53~ $365 38, $471 43 and $572 37 respecnvely Boys 17 and

and $475 00 as clerks whrle thelr older brothers of 18 and 19 eamed $297.54,
$45294 ssozzs and$651 18 forsumlarwork ’( f IR
o Whlle a decrease m weekly wages accounts for part of the drop in average
: annual mcomes, young people also found' themselves employed for fewer weeks
dunng the year For female oﬂice workers and saleswomen and for male labourers
‘ and salesmen the drop in weeks at worlg was particularly large For example. in
a 1931 female stcnographers and typlsts 17 and under worked an average of 38.00
weeks wlnle the 18 and 19 year; olds worked 4475 weeks In 1921, however, the L
15 to 19 year old clerks had had an average of 49 00 weeks of work Salesmen of
+15 1019 in 1921 worked for 49. 32 weeks of.the. year but in 1931 found .= .
employment for only 43 97 weeks 1f\they were 17 or under or 41 90 weeks 1f they
| f  vere 18.0r 19. Young labourers in 1931 found work on ;he average less than half
the wecksofthe year B e T A L = = |
i It must be recogmzed that 1921 and 1931 were both bad years in Edmonton
‘ economrcally spealung and thus tﬁé—se stausucs may not correctly reﬂect the earmngs

"‘a"

and weeks of work achxeved through the decade In addltion, ﬂat rates of pay need;

to be measured agamst the cos; of hvmg to provrde a more aecura:e pxcmne of the
' mcrease ordecmasem the standardofhvmg expeneneedby the young workers
Unfortunately hard dam on you&h wages through‘the 1920s are d!ﬁicult to ﬁnd
thoughr irs unlikely“that young people ever eamed sameamonnt of money as

T
" w
N
'
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older workers. Furthcrmore curren hr tories and contemporary ewdencc suggcst IR
that at no point in the 19203 did w people. makc great gains. This would tcnd

‘ to lead to the conclusmn that the employmem and wage ﬁgurcs for 1921 and 1931
give a fairly true ptctune of general trends between those ycars '
Michicl Horn’s observauon that ‘“the ’I\venucs had not roarcd Yor morc than
., half of the Canadian people who were “never anythmg but poor between the
wars’’ supports the 1935 coqcluston of The League for Social Rcconstrucuon that
the majonty of Canadxan fanulrcs in 1930 and probably in 1929, lrved “below the
bare standard of decent hvelthood 17

‘this family poverty had d1rect adversc
effects on the young and their jOb opportunrues was clear, o o v
\ Charles leham Bolton, a stausucmn with the Departmer\t of Labour m o R |
Ottawa, gave evidence before the Sclect. Standmg COmrmttee on Industnal and )
Internauonal Relations in 1926 wmch spectﬁcally menuoned the 1llcffects of
poverty -induced malnumuon on school performance and commented on the
tendency of the young of the poor to leave schﬁ_\_yr@ly to supplcment farmly
mcomes Bolton concluded that tlus led the young into “blmd alley occupauons B .

; { :
~or dead-end ]obs whxch prormsed low wages, no _]Ob security and httle chance for D

. promotiof or improvement. e S . | T L _“7 | "

* The evidence from Bdmonton supports Bolton s analysrs The young entermg '

- the labpur market found that SOme jobs demanded giore skill or educauon than R TTEN
others. To get mto the better paying areas such as stenography or bookkeepmg, for

- “éxample, type'ivnnng, shorthand and accounung were needed but acqumng these &

slull§ reqtured longer periods ot' training. Thus famxlxes had to be able to afford to ;" i

‘ 0 keep thexr young out of the labour market to attend school That tlus was often

g dtﬁcult is clear E J. Thompson of the Edmonton Local of the Gmnd Trunk Pacrﬁc |

’ Carmen gave evxdenoe before the Royal Commissnon on Industrlal Relauons and .

f msisted‘ that his cluldren should“get the best educauou provnded by the state But he

S
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clmmed that because of the high cost ‘of hvmg and the small size of hxs pay packet '
" ‘he was unable to provxde his chxldren with the traxmng he wanted them to have."”

' Further substancq. is given to Thompson 8 observations when census data on
chxld contnbuuons to farmly mcome are exammed (See Table 4) |

In 1921 10.77% of the total income of repomng families was accounted for
'through the eammgs of chxldren whnle in 1931 chxldren s earmngs supphed 9 76%

" of total farmly income. -Heads of farmhes employed in some occupauonal groups-

'+ were more dependent on their. chlldren s eammgs than others On the whole male

heads of famxly employed in_unskilled or semi-skilled work or in jobs vulnerable to
seasonal fluctuation relied more on help from theu'\chlldren.

It is also important to take account of the fact that the cenvs‘us recognizes that
‘vvome young people, 'while not enrning income, ‘were gmnfully employed" in
mai -nally help;ng their panents with work (other than housework) at home orin
their places of business. While not actually cammg mcome these young people
made a direct contribution to the fanuly economy as d1d the young who worked:
before or after school hours, on week- ends or dunng vacanon breaks The Census
takes no. account of the wqu of truant chxldren many of whom were kcpt at home
to work or deliver messages as the need arose. Even young people who spent the .
' major portwn of their ume at home in the full- nme performance of household
~ duties were specxﬁcally excluded from the census deﬁmuon of the ¢ gamfully .
employed”’ yet all these chxldren sacnﬁced schoolmg to help out their families. u

- g
>
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| ‘h” year 669 youns people betwecn the agcs Of 7 and 14 wcro not at school and an B :

\

Trade - S 124 T4

. TABLE 4

\ CHILDIiEN S EARNINGS AS A PER CENT OF TOTAL FAMILY EARNINGS

EDMONI'ON 1921 AND 1931

' chuphdon Area ' - - ‘ L Chtldren ) Earnmgs as % of |
- of Male Head _ R o . Family Earnings

S st o

Y

AllOccupaﬁoris : | o 1077 e 976

Agriculture - 22 196

b

Logging, Fnshmg, 'Il'appmg;

Mining and Quarrymg ) B ‘_" v P - 11.81 1731

Manufacturmg_ SEERT T ' 1107» o ‘_.9.59‘

. 4?

o213 0

Construction . = \ .. 1357 1638

Transportation T TR 674 - +832
f o, . B . . ' . : ,

Finance . . . . o . .28 . . 565

Seviee ... o 99 - 798

!' . ' ' . y

Sourccs Cénsus of Canada, 1921 and 1931 :
N * Family income does not mclude earmngs of w1vcs in 1921 L '
Notgiven Lo

.Af ‘. ’\

It is possxblc to makc some reckonmg of the extcnt to wluch young pcople

| "wetc'nexther in school nor employed. The' data m the 1921 Census mdxcatcs that in

LAl g T, T [

ClencalOccupanons S _‘ o ‘7'.5‘8; o 11.19""‘;‘:

i : . . : D ' N .
B . : P . . . - e . ' . RN -
. P . o S R [ . -, R . [N
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additional 256 attended school less than full-time. Smcc only 22 were listcd as |
gamfully cmployed" (i.e. ctthcr carmng\wagcs or hclpmg in a famtly busmcss)

' the whcrcabouts and activities of 903 must be cxplamed Some of thts number )

hkely did not attend school bccausc of 1llncss or othcr infirmities. ' But at lcast 98

were caught workmg 1llcgally accordmg to the monthly rcpo?ts of Gcorge Donnolly,
| Edmonton s attcndance officer. Donnolly also grantcd exempttons from school
: attcndancc to th1rtccn other youngsters undcr the provxsrons of The School "
Attendance Act although 1\f thcse cxcmpuons followed the letter of the law thcy .
would only have cxcused chtldren fmm school for sxx weeks durmg the tcnn e ;
thc rcmamdcr pcrhaps many of thcm were working undetected in the, street tradcs
or in home mdustncs Slgmﬁcantly, by 1931, a much smallei'"g;r‘of:) of 176
x children 14 and undcr were not in' school althOugh an addmonal 77 attended Icss
than full-time. IR ’ -

The ﬁgures for the older age group of teen- agers are ‘more startlmg n 1921

606 or 13. 00% were netther in school or gamfully cmploycd and in 1931 1 03() or o
12 22% were in the samc sttuanon Agam we can only spcculatc aboutﬁhc
- acuvmcs of thosc young pcoplc who were nctthcr cmployod nor at school In fact ‘
many. of them were probably uncmploycd As Marsh has pomted out, “therc isa |

- large potcnttal supply of Juvcmlc labour whxch does not becomc rccordcd in wage- A\

o earner statlsncs unlcss the indmduals who compose tt havc cach found at lcast one

" . Job B 'I‘hat 1s. until young people found and lost thctr ﬁrst JOb they dtd not . - j .

'becomc part of the uncmploymcnt statistlcs

Two othcr facts comphcate our abthty to calculatc youth cmploymcnt and

: -~uncmploymcnt rates Uncrnployed young men who dnfted out of the crty tn scarch ‘

of. work would not be counted aneyet “dnftmg” appears to have been a common "
occm'rencc Uncmployed young women who remmned m theu' fannly homcs and i 'j_:
B wcrc cngaged full-nme in: the performancc of houschold duttes wcre not recogmzedf s |




- B .vas gatnfully employed” ~This would also apply to the‘l45 girls in 1921 and the "
. 201 in 1931 who were marned whtle still in ‘their teens, if they worked only in the |
‘home It is 1mpos$1ble 0 tell whether these women wene at home s1mply because
3 they could not ﬁnd paid work. o
A true calculatron of youth unemployment rates is also made dtfﬁcult by the
" very real posstbthty that many young persons, 'if they or thetr famlltes could afford |
- ‘ 1t, stayed on in school srmply because they could not secure employmenL o
, “Anecdotal ev1dence to this effect is provrded by htgh school tnspectors who several
‘ ‘nmes commented on the dtrect relattonsl'up they percetved between economrc
"‘stagnauon and mcreastng enrollments in the hlgh schools
‘ | 'l'hat youth unemployment was beoomtng an tssue of pubhc concern in | |
. Canada. however. appears certain. ‘In 1920 the federal government establrshed :)
o Juvemle dxvrsron thhm the Employment Servrce of Canada to replace the mformal
- and meﬂicrent” methods by wluch work had been found by the young
“previously Alberta qurckly followed up. on the federal lead by estabhshmg a
| .luvemle bepartment as part of the Alberta Government Employment Bureau D
4 | An amcle tn The Labour Gazem explamed the tntended a1ms and methods of ‘
s = ‘_ the Juvemle Employment Servrce First of all young people not Judged ready for |
. .'*"‘ | ‘- 'employment were to be referred back to the school system Prospectrve workers,
o - however, were 0. have thetr phystcal mental and soctal records exammed 50 that a o
i .' "j',plaoement offcer.could discover their spectal shilities and interess and thus match |
REN e - them to the proper posmons in mdustry Fmaﬂy, the Iuvemle Servree WW
N M | | to do follow-up work wrth young workers to assist the young tn talnng advantage of
; g B m-educanonal reeotuees and recreattonal factlties in the commumty so that they rmght
g "" ‘ '~ ' “develop greater eﬁcrency” m thetr work. Thrs benevolent cai'e was to connnue ’
: R unul young workers eoul “mark out” thetr own progness fOr themselves |

L ,: L.
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In order to carry out thls work juvemle employment agents were to vtslt each :
l

| R “ ‘ chlld s home to see tf work was a, necessrty, th&y were. to talk to school oﬂlcnals.
S youth club leaders medxcal people, local hbranans and any other adults who rrught
o provtde useful placement mformanon and they were to examme all records on the
'mdlvtdual that could be found. Once work had been secured agents were to "
‘encourage mdmduals to “snck to the job” o become maturé . and stable workers '
“ In pracnce, in Alberta at least, the Juvemle Department was, far from the tdeal .
voutlmed by the federal agency because ﬁnanctal constramts prevented the
| developrr;ent of a well—stafled and separate umt devoted to youth employment ‘
| Juvemle work m Alberta was done by people already workmg in the Employment
" Service and the dlrector dld not argue for the need to htre extra staff for youth |
work.”! Sltnple stratghtforward procedures were establtshed to carry on'the
| Juvemle work School pnnmpals were asked to advxse the nearest Employment :
Biireau about the school leavrng dates of students The Bureau then Wrote to the
i parents or guardxans offenng 1ts sevtces and askmg for an mtemew to: determme :
| ‘,what occupanon the youth would ltke to take up. 'l'he Bureau also provrded |
..; .mformauon from 1ts ﬁles on jOb opemngs but s1mply dtd not have the resources to i B
engage m more sophtstxcated placement or folloW-up work. o

To some extent, too, the work of the Juvemle Department was hampered by

. : ; the lack of co-Operauon from school oﬁiclals who often neglected to pass on the
X names of school leavers Perhaps pnncrpals, mspectors and supenntendents lacked
ATRRE A' -f'conﬁdence in the abthty of the Employment Service to place younggpeople and
. .‘j,‘:’vy"‘:conﬁnued o hope that more tradmonal methods of job-seektng would suﬂice T
Certamly ,young .peoplescontmued © ﬁn" ‘work through thetr parents-'relanves or'; i




‘ '.‘of “mahhg the ronndxz”;‘2 o L
: It secms clear, however, that unemployment and underemployment plagued 3
: .vyoung people m Bdmonton thmughout the 19208 By 1929 a survey conductcd by ’
. the Y.W. C A concluded that there were snnply not enough Jobs for all the gtrls ‘
- | "wantmg to work. A report from the Alberta Employment Serv1ce covcrmg the | K
| same year noted that even in the unpopular ﬁeld of domcsnc semce there were’ '
‘ more apphcants than vacanmcs, a strong comment on the vcry low level of "
o opportumnes for young women since domesnc semce m Canada was gene‘rally an’ "
¥ ;‘areawheredemandexceeded supply T | ' " R
If it was dxﬁicult to ﬁnd employment in 1929, it must havc been mcreastngly .
_f‘ :drﬂicult tofind work ais the Depressmn deepened In 1930 the ﬁles of the Umted
o ! '.Typewntqr Company. the unoﬂictal job reQSU'y for stenographers revealed that at,
, lcast 100 young, mexpenenced glrls were loohngmk A survcy of office.
oy workers cdnducted by the Canadxan Busmess Women s Club quoted a “rehable”
4 clerk m i department store who sa1d that many glrls were in “stra'itened” L |
ctrcumstance{ desprte hvmg at home smce the male breadwmners were unemployed.’

T
B V':""

i j'As a resultf the Retml Clerks' Assocumon esnmated that 400 glrls were lookmg for NP

'”'j;l“f ,...‘-JObs By 1931 when the Y w C A started reglstcrmg uncmployed glrls, more thanj e L
100 reglstered on the ﬁrst day We can only 1magme the despan: and desperauon o "‘j."




' eventually ablc to ﬁnd work as a tmclr drlver How many other young lads Jotned :

'
. oot

-

B hxm in thxs rognne we can not tell f'f‘, f, Tt L
Hrstonans of youth have commented on the Mpact that mwharhaahon had on o

thc sectors of the economy that employed large numbers of young people The o .

replacement of labourers by machmes would be part of thrs phenomenon but o B

erham Carmll of the Alberta Employment Servrce also blamed mechamzauon for

the decltmng numbcr of ]obs for young women m domesuc semce He claxmed

L th ‘ modem equtpment is. now makmg 1t posstble for a number of housewxves to - 3

\

,‘ ; carry 0n wrth the occastonal help of a charwoman where formcrly these houSeWWCS

uSed to engage domestxcs permanently In domesnc servxce. as elsewhere part- B
umeworkwasbecommgxmponant. | | R |

- .'“’:-",) “f Whue part-nme work beneﬁtted employers, 1t created serxous problems for e

s : employees And, as the Royal Cormmssron on Pnce Spreads and Mass huymg

\demonstrated, there was a great deal of evtdence to suggest that chaln stores were | '
malnng large use of part—nme help in order to avord paymg employees the legtslatcd
weel:ly xmmmum wage 'l'he case of sts X d1scuSsed above, 1s a case in pomt
i‘ The court heanng the"bharges agamst her leamed that she had becn patd $7 50 a

il ] week, a sum conslderably below the mmrmum vgaze in Alberta at the trm‘ ‘I;v@'l’hat




‘ "*’fj'llthetr weekly salnnes were'no larger than those earned by employees who had work
, ' for the full tWelve months. Because there was no Unemploymentvnlnsm'ance these ' ';"";‘j :‘.‘ )
1 young women would have etther have to savc money from an all-too- meagre ,‘ L
‘weekly pay packet to ttde them over penods of lay.off or they w0uld have to seek 2

‘ tcmporary work m an already glutted labour markeL o ; , ‘,. o if ; ’ e

Whether the souree of tnad f"uate_wages lay thh low rates, part-ume work or . ' R

s pertodsof unemployrhe t. the 'imy act of small mcomes on, the hves of young
[ we haVe seen, enpunous——'ﬂns—facrwas further emphasrzed
’ mmunum wage m Albem. - L R R ‘

wgrkmg wbmen was
dutmg the debate on

S " Alberta began expemnentmg wnh a form of the mmumum W@SC as early as B ~ “ m
"“:";-':1917 when The Factones Act was passed. Thts act specrﬁed that any person SRR
1"';:‘."employed in. a fat:tory, shop or oﬂice be patd at least $1 50 per shtft. The rate eould o
“ , “:\_“'be lowered to $1 00 for apprenuces, however. ; In 1920 the leglslauon was amended

to allow for the settmg up of an advtsor)( commtttee whtch would deal w1th wages et “ .

o : at and hours of work for women and young pwple- . An Oﬂicml Muumum Wage Board
R was estabhshed in 1922 thh the passage of The Mwmwn Wage AC" an acf ;:‘ |

o - -"'destgned to provrde a rmmmum wage for women
e Inmally. the hoard’estabhshed a inimum wage of 314 oo per week w1th

ower mtmma "apprenuces or ‘ earners m thexr ﬁrst year of employment. In f_.“;
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needed to meet thts budget, thh the tncluston of a payment to the famxly, the “
weekly rate would go up to $19 S5, a ﬁgure very close o the $2000 pet week base "
rate suggested by the Employed Gnrls Counctl of Regma and adopted by the
Women s Labour Conference held m Edmonton m l929 PR o
Few young women under 20 recetved anytlnng ltke $14 00 per week or even

the: $12 50 mtmmum that was in the end set for female employees m manufacturmg o

plants shops, stores and matl order houses. 'I‘hls was espectally true. for gtrls ]ust

‘ stamng out tn a ]ob who became the vtctrms of a strong busmess lobby to deny

]

them full wage‘s because of therr status as novrces For example, the Employers
Assocrauon of Alberta mdicated qutte strongly that. young pcople between the ages

of 15 and 18 would ﬁnd themselves w1thout work or would never be able to get

A

work if the govemment forced busmesses to pay the mtmmum wage to begmners (1

That the Employers Assoctatlon won the battle is conﬁrmed by Walter Smrtten. the . . o

Comrmssroner of Labor who wrote in 1929 that the board “recogmzed that durmg .‘
* the penod of learmng 1t Was absolutely 1mposs1ble to ﬁx a rate that would provrde
full marntenance for a self-supporung gn-l nst

wondered the local members of the Canadran Brotherhood of leroad Employees lf"i

How, then was such a gtrl to hve o

| “'she: had to pay for room and board and “dress, decent, to have work at all" ' It i

' would be unfortunate they suggeswd, i, girls felt "°°mP°“°d by f°“’° of

‘‘‘‘‘

. early as 1919 that the provrsmn m The Factones Act whxch speerﬁed a mtmrnum ey

cucumstances, to take a step that lS netther a credxt to themselves, nor’ the C1ty

RIS ,j.._‘ R N

As we have seen, some g:rls felt so compelled.

Other umon people clarmed that employers used vartous devrces to escape

paymg thc mlmm“m' ‘wage For ,,_Xﬂmple. Walter Smmen, who \yas an. acttve trade
: umomst m.Edﬁlonton*before'he became Alberta s Comtmsstoner of Labor noted as

B wage for apprenttces and leamers' of $l 00 perf' shift was eastly brolten Employers

wouldpay'th __3,appreuuee the $600'weekly wage as reqmred but then wrthhold as '
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"4

uch as $4 00 for “tumon fees" leavmg a real wage of $2 00 for six days work o
" Department stores used another means to cucttmvent mnmmum wage regulanons
‘accordmg to the Alberta Labor News A gtrl would be hlred on as an apprenuce " .
wtth one. department 1n the store at $7 50 or $9 50 a week. At the end of the |
e apprenttceshtp penod. rather than recelvtng the full tmmmum wage she would be .
3 "transferred to another department to begtn a new penod of apprentxceshxp at the ‘.f o . :
lower learners rate Tlus pmblem was seen as parttcularly acute m largcr stores ) ae
: w1th many departments for gtrls conld thus spend several years workmg as |
apprennces for less than the. mtmmum wage. ‘ SRR
Some substance is. gtven to thls clatm by the very strong attack mounted by '
the Hudson s Bay Company against Alberta s mtnhnum wage laws The company
stated that the twelve month learmng period spectﬁed in the leg1slauon was one in -

“ ‘whtch lt was “utterly tmpossxble for any employee to become proﬁctent inhisor . ° |
' X

B 'her duttes in a department.ivtore Whtle employees of small retatl estabhshments

| f'sold merchandtse, wrapped it and handled the cash the “legmmate” retml ,._ L
»‘;department store found that thts method was tmpracucal and meﬂictent and S0 broke B :
"‘ | ' : uown the process mto 1ts parts Hence some glrls sold the goods othcrs wrapped e
o "i’.and yet others handletf the cash Paradoxxcally, the company argued that “ W°“1¢

take glrIs longet‘ to learn these “sktlls" m the large department store where they
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same nme provxdmg an mterestmg tnsrght into the work lxves of young female B
o clerksm1923and 1924 | o | IR
- Accordtng to Mr Parker, most of the 130 cashrers, mspectors and checkers m '
| the Calgary and Edmonton stores were 15 16 or 17 years old and lived with thetr
DR parents In fact, personnel policy drctated that glrls resxdent wtth thelr parents be.

| hlred on a preferennal basts although if a store. dxd h1re a young person lxvmg alone

i the Company assumed “a certam moral respons:blhty” to see that she conducted o -

- -herself *‘in a. proper manner"’ . The glrls hlred were most oftén mexpertenced in “
busmess matters and in management s v1ew, frequently had acqmred “mdlfferent" .
educatlons | " N , | |

| 'I’o train these gtrls to be proﬁment and efﬁc:ent salespeople took more than
' twelve months sa1d Parker Because of the;r lack of proper trammg .or expenence
they reqmred constant supemsnon and could only be moved through the leammg
‘ stages in a very gradual manner For example a new gu'l started out at the desk of
| an expenenced mspector who showed her how to wrap and check merchandlse and
make change An “alert” pup11 was constdered competent‘ in these skxlls after ﬁve
fl or six months and was, then transferred to av busler section of the store and left B |
alone After tlus, she would be moved to several\ .(hfferent departments to “broaden .
her expenence as an mspector or cashler and then "m the course of tlme would
=5 recewe a promonon to the rank of salesperson another ]Ob whxch agam took “a
| number of years” to learn even for the most eager student smce a whole new senes ‘;. o

one type of merchandtse at one pnce Once she could demonstrate competence m .

thxs task, shetmoved on to a full department where_ she became Jumor gxrl If she
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. Parkerarguedthatafullthreeyearswere needed to tea::h young women wobe
goodcashlersandmspecwrsandaftmherthreeyearswerenecessm'yto tram o
salespeople By mphcatton then, tlus meant a six year learmng penod a penod
Parker clatmed should be recogmzed as a legmmate apprennceshxp and hence
subject to the lower apprennce pay and not the htgher mlmmum wage of course
QS 16 and 17 year old gu'ls needed 1. bc tramed for six’ years before they could o ‘i.‘.-,‘ N
| recetve the mrmmum wage. most of them Would probably have Teft to,get marned o
before they were fully tramed” thereby savmg the Hudson s Bay Company from - |
ever havmg to pay full salanes. However Parker dld note that employees of unusual
- ablhty could eam more than the: minimum at any level of trammg and that bonuses ) B
| were pard to gtrls whose personal sales were much’ above the average since the
company wrshed to retatn the more pmducnve members of staff..’ | ‘
| - Itis much ﬁo the credtt of the Alberta Government and the thmum Wage :
Board that no changes of the sort asked for by the Hudson s Bay Company were -
made in the regulauons Accordmgly young women should have receaved a weeklyv
wage of §7. so. $9oo $1000 and su oo for the first, second, third and fourth
quarter respecttvely of therr learmng year After that, the wage was set at a
" f mtmmum of 812 50 per week. Whether or not dcpartment stores or other e
f ‘l busxnesses managed to cxrcumyent these standards as the Alberra Labor News o
clatmed, is mpossrble to deﬁmtely establish R S | L
‘ An underlymg assumpnon of the whole debate on the female mlmmurh wage L

) clearly was that women would alwayebe patd less than men. Tlns meqmty was.




The Factones Act whxch m 1926 ‘was. revised to. among other thmgs, ’hange th‘c
‘ clause whxch estabhshed a ﬁxed rate for male employees to' one whtch read o
Wherever a mtmmum ratg)}as been ﬁxed for females it shall not be lawful 0 ;

/ y

employ males atalesserrate o L s f . f. ~
| Elements of the busmess commumty responded to this change in much the |
| same way as they had to the mtmmurn wage for meen Pbr example, R W |
Pearson manager of the Nanonal ’I’rust Company, argued that thg de facto

rmmmum wage for boys meant that hls orgamzauon could not afford % bnng young o
boys mto the oﬁice after they left school Thts was' - o "
...due’ to the fact that help of thts nature that has had no prewous ‘
A expenence ‘does not Jusufy the payment of the amount of the minimum |
' wage within the time allowed by the Act; in fact, for the first year or. o
50, so.much time has to be spent'in giving them instruction and
checkmg the work that they do that the value of therr services is very
htﬂe

RE v ‘.," o e -~

Furthermore, Pearson clatmed the company had had to dtscharge Jumor employees -

1t

because thetr productmty de not ]usnfy the rmmmum wage

In addmon Pearson was concerned about the gsychologlcal 1mpact (though he o .
dld not phrase 1t that way@f the mmlmum wage He noted that if yoi‘istg men got |
the mimrnum wage after one year after two or three years they felt they should get o " 41‘5

[

a ra1se whereas they am probably not sufﬁcrently tramed for two or three years to

Jusufy the payment of anythxng beyond the tmmmum Wage ’-’62 ‘; RN g- e

-

As 8 solnnon to thls sttuatxon, Pearson suggcsted that busmesses such as hxs ‘f i

\ cen

be granted a blanket exempnon from mmtmum wage regulanons He felt that thts R )

; - would be preferable to cxrcumvennng the Act by oth means such as the
‘ estabhshment of a form of amchng, a. route taken by other ﬁrms |
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apprennceshxp clauses in cbllecnve ﬁgreements, some companies used this loophole
' to set up specrﬁc articling or apprennceshrp schemes of their own for young men g
T This allowed them to take advantugc of the exemption to pay w ges below the set

a~
u‘}; > 7
FSSeN

e "mmimum In fact the Cpmrmssroner of Labour » Walter Smitten, commended thls ,

approach to Pemon as.tne one he should take to solve his * problern .

At first glance, it seems odd that the Comrmssroner of Labour, the man

A
e -

. .‘responsrble for enforcnr/ug labour legxslauon on wages and a former trade umomst at

Nremembered however that appren‘tneeshrp was Yhe tradmonal*t:ﬁ controlhng\and
lirmting entry tg d[e trades. That i 1s, this method was used by ufions to’ control the ‘
supply of skrlled l'orkmen If the supply was less than or about equal to the -
demand hxgher wage rates could be secured and employment would be more steady
'It was for this reason, too, that collective agreements specified the raup of
- ‘ apprennces to Joumeymen or other rcFular workers. Thxs also ser\(ed to prevcnt
o _ employers from hmng large numbers of young male apprennces at the expcnse of '
| older workers In a sense. then young men lucky enough to get apprcnnccshlps "
_ were expected to suffer low Wages m the sbort run in or&er they hoped to benefit
“.". in the long rm.. U ,” R e S

OrPe gmup of young men were parucularly ‘Vulnerable to’ tlie scourge of low,

that would recommend a Wy to get around nummum ‘wage lcglslatwo It must bc (

69

S .wases gxthout any eountervmhng hope of a better future ys who left the c1ty to !

work on farms found that they were wrthout protecuon of any sort. The Western

) -‘~-Catholx’c recoun%éd the Story of one young ‘man who had worked on a fann for a

. tending the- cattle. ploughmg and seedmg In ;enmkhe recewed $i0 00 and |
. .direcnons to fhe crty The ednoml Writer noted that tmmmum wage laws, the .
T e

ConlpenSation Act and the exkht hour day applied to nrban Workers on]y and argued
that it was nme tIiat the United Fbrﬁxets govermj)ent extended those protecuons %o

‘month EachdayheworkedfromGAM unnl lOPM.orlatermxlhngcows. | ‘
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all ‘worhers in the province so that young men would not be exploited as farm |
labourers.*® |

Dorrtestio seryants werg another group of particularly vulnerable young
workers who Wcre not covered by labour legislation. During the debate oh |
minimum wage legislation the House defeated a motion to include domestic servants
‘under the provisions of the act. Irene Parlby argued that while she agreed *‘in
spirit”’ that domestic workers should be covered, she felt that such a regulation
| would be intpossible tofenfort:c A Labour M.L.A. from Medicine Hin,’ W.G.

Johnston, said that the legtslanon was going far enough by prOtecttng women who

. have to pay room and board Yet young women tn domestic'service had a very

hard hfe so hard that some of them Tan away Wages were low hours were very
long and young women often worked in tsqlatlon and had few free evenings or

week-ends. They had almost no freedorn to pursuc an mdependent life or interests

of any sort: That a female employment officer could observe that the b@t matds are

-

those gtrls “headmg towards matrimony”’ is a telltng comment on more than patd -

1

domesttc service!

For those familiar with the ways in which htstonan neglected both

- womgen and the young, the ironigs of sources ncher in 'mat rial on young women's

yment than young men’s will not be lost. That we can ow more about the

.

quahtattve expenenpes of young women is a reﬂectlon of soctety ) ouble standard

When boys went to work they embarked on thetr tndependent adult ltfe When.
girls went to wdrk, tt ‘was viewed as an tnterregnum between school and their real

L Life’s work—-mamage and motherhood. 'l'hus there was at least an xdeologlcal urge' .
. -t : . S ‘.‘? !
- 10, protect xoung cmployed women from “mortal sm and degradatton” an urge o

~

- "whlch was often translated tnto spectﬁc and concrete refot'ms whxch undonbtedly |
' »made life better for workmg women and probably for working men - . - ‘,_-‘{;} e L

I . ‘ ng‘r| ".n L1
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In the cnd, howevcr, the: cxpcncnccs of both young Wom‘cn and men reflected -
the rcahues of a capitalist market economy. Although in many respects thcy shared
| lwnh thoxr oldcr comradcs a-ﬁrst-hand knowledgc of uncmployment mcma] work,
Job msccunty and poverty the taint of thclr agc and thcu- status. as begmncrs mcam *

that thcy were even more vulnerablc to cxplommon lhan wcre thcm elders. Working

o tccn-agcrs 1n Bdmomon in the 19205 dld not cmoy a modcrn 'zidolcsccnce marked .

'by prolongod'schoolmg and a lcngthy dcpcndcncc on. thclr fa:mhcs Thcy were not
'protcctcd from thc adult »yorld but rathcr, entered that world carly to face it on its

own'terms. ¢ - S A.-‘,.
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Only last mmals of names are used to protect the :denuty of perSons whose
cases are used.

A Cxty of Bdmonton Arcluves (hereafter CEA), Comrmssnoners Flles, Police .
" and CYime, Acc.73-52, Box: 195, "Specral Report”™*, City Police Department 2 Feb.
1935. All mformauon on this case is contairted in this. report whrchbxncludes the

'~ testimony of most of the\ pnncxpal partws involved with Ahce B.

b

Provmcial Arclnves of Alberta (hereafter PAA) Records of the Y. W CA.,
. Acc. No. 68.301, Box 1, Item 12, Y.W.C.A. Clipping Book, *‘Edmonton Totally
Unfitted to Meet Needs of Girl Worker" 12 March 1929 ‘
4Ibi¢ ‘ N :.
’Ruth Rosen “Introduction in The Maimie Papers ed. Ruth Rosen and Sue
Davidson. (New York: The Feminist Press, 1977) and Ruth Rosen, The Lost

_ Sisterhood: Prosutuaon in America, 37900 1918 (Balnmore John Hopkms, 1982). .

6,

““Case for the Crown Tlghtened ’” Edmomon Journal, 5. February 1929; *‘Four.
Convictions'’, Edmonton Journal, 6 February 1929, ““New Drive Agmnst Vice'’,

" Edmonton Journdl, 7. February 1929. See also PAA, Alberta Provincial Polxce. Acc. o

No.. 72.370, Item 12d; “A” Division Annual Report 1929

[y
_ PAA Beulah Home Records, Acr No. 71 47 Box 1, Fxle 1, 1925 Annual
Report, “A Tesumony df One of ‘the Glrls” . .

PAA RecordsoftheYWCA Acc No.. 68301 Boxl Item 12 YWCA.

- Clxppmg Book, “Edmonton Totally Unﬁtted to Meet Needs of Girl Worker"’, 12

; March 1929

. -about the relatlonshlp of early entry into the labour

o . . B ., .',
. 3 o PR S . I\ '4.‘ . A

For dxscussxon of aspects of “soclal” crime see Coulter ‘“Not to Pumsh but
to Reform"' S ‘

. .
.’ ]

o Several studxes on unemployment and related matters undertéken in the early :
decades of this eenmry in Britain, the United States and Canada contain material on:

the young worker “There seems o have been a %econcem in these. countrxcs
t and long term chronic

" unemploymerit. “Another shared concern was gxe/ declme of apptenneeshxp and the

needfortechmcaleducauon._'.‘f'ﬂ'g, ) LT ,

. T2

irlwind Cleanup of Vice ngs ", Edmonton .Ioumal l February 1929; |

-
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. “Paul OSterman Getring Started: The Youth Labor Marker (Cambndge
MIT Press, 1980) | o | -

- b 12Based on the Census ofCanada 1921 Vol. III Tablc 40 and Census of.
g Canada 1931 Vol,.V, 'I’able 36. ‘ .

v"‘

The elderly, in some cases, did as badly as or worse than the young, The .

: tendency for both the young and the old to experience. low wages and high
" unemployment is noted in Unemploymem Census of Canada Ménograph 1931,
Vol. XIII o ‘ ‘

‘ “In companson, in 1921 male workcxs of 25-49 worked 47. 86 weeks and C
" earned $29.85 per week. Females 25-49 worked 49.58 weeks and carned $18.10
-per week. In 1931, mnlcs 25-34 worked 37.93 weeks aat $23.71 and those 35-44
worked 41.95 weeks at $30.82. Women i in similar age categories worked 47.81
“weeks at $16,78 and 47,61 weeks at $18 97. Census of Canada 1931 Vol 'V,

'Ihbles ll and 12

»

' , Thxs is conﬁrmed in John Herd Thompson wnh Allep Seager Canada
L 1922-1939: Decades of Discord (Toronto ‘McClelland and Stewart, 1985).

v “chmel Hom, The Dmy Thirties ('I‘oronto Copp Clark Pubhshmg, 1972),
~ p.14. o ‘

. Research Comxmttee, League for Socxal Reconstrucuon, Soc:al Planmng for

Canada (Toronto: 'I‘ Nelson, 1935 reprmt ed Toronto UmVersxty of Toronto

' Press; 1975), p 7.

b B x ' \ - . ‘

S ,' Canada, Sclect Standmg Commmee on Industrial and Intcrnanonal Relanons
o Minutes of Proceedmgs and Evidence, Session 1 926 (Ottawa ng s Pnnter 1926)

‘ p20-21 I , , T ‘ ‘

"\
e “.

'? .'4

PR
AR £

’-"?"\May1919 e e
Lo 2°h1 1921 famxly mcomes“dld not mclude the eammgs of wives_of male heads
'--"\’Because children were grouped as ‘*under 15”* and “‘15 and over” some :

i '-'-‘"‘chxldren s earmngs” may well co m ‘from those older thqn 19 :

a, Dcpartment

73

; w e '9“Indusmal Commxssxon Recelves Suggesnons”, Edmonron Frep Press, 10 -

[ ’

e ; ttendance °ﬁi- G‘ .D°ﬂ“°11}'. can be found throughout the' E




r. ... Smitten to R.A. Rigg, no date, 1929, 'See, also, Marilyn Barber, ‘‘The \}Iomen
... - Ontario Welcomed: Immigrant Domestics for- Ontario Homes, 1870-1930"in The
S _’Negleaqd Majority; - Essays in Canadian Women's History, Volume Two. ed Altson

Tl Prenuce and. Susan ‘Mann Trofimenkoff (Toronto: ,McClelland and Stewart, 1985)',‘

' : pp 102-121; - Rebecca, Coulter, “Yonmg Women-and Uneinployment in the 1930s:

C . e
| KtngsPnnter. 1930, pu e T

5 : Leonnrd C Marsh, Canadtans In and Our of Work ('I‘oronto Oxford o
. Umvcrsxty Press, 1940), P 310 B

Thls phenomenon has already been dtscussed in chapter two of thts thests

, ®Canada, Department of Labour, Employment ofChtIdren, pp 1w,
gCensusofCanada 1921 VolIVpx . : ‘ ) L ‘

, ®See, for example. Albena, Department of Educanon Annual Report 1 922 )
" Annual Report 1930, p.14; Annual Report 1931;p. 14. In Edmonton in 1926
. 45.74% of 15-19 year olds attended high school. By,1931 this figure was 56. 52%

. (m: oA

N B

o “Jumor Employment Scrvxce in Canada” ‘The Labour Gazétte, Decenlb‘e?
1920, pp. 16131617 ., PRI

- faoay l"',"' T
\ ! S [3%75 oo v
W

‘ ®pAA, Alberta Sessmnal Papers Acc No 70. 414 Box 11, 1921 Sessxonal
Papcr No. 23, 2nd Annual Report, Alberta Govemment EmpIOyment Bureau ..

“Jumor Employment Semce , Labour Gazette L R

‘[".P‘ ' e

Indeed the federal govemment allowed the Juvemle Employment Serv1ce to

' dxc too ‘ . O . ‘

- PAA Alberta Sessronal Papers, Acc No 70 414, Box 11, 1921 Sessxonal
Paper No. 23 2nd Annual Report Alberta Government Employment Bureau. -

o ' 32l.,eonard C Marsh Emplpymem Research (Toronto Oxford Umversxty

: .Press 1935), pp. 112-115; *‘Enquiry Made Into Unemployment Amon‘g Local

' Busmess Glrls.” Alberta Labor News, 18 October 1930 .

. PAA Records of the YWCA Acc No 68 301 Box l Item 12
_Y Ww. C Al Chppmg Book. chppmg dated 23 Kpnl 1929 B

PAA Alberta Employment Ser\ncé Acc l\‘lcr 65. 118, Box 40 File 346 W

»

f;-.'I'he Home Ser_vtee_ Solunon,"’ Canadzan Waman Smiiteslles cahiers de lafemme 7




“Enquuy Made Into Unemployment Among Local Busmess Glrls,” Alberta o
| Labor News, 18 October 1930 S S . g

S .\
3

“’I'he Alberta Labor Woman” Alberta Labor News, 3 0ctober 1931

L PAA Alberta Employment Semce, Acc No 65 118 Box 40 Fnle 346 W
‘, ‘SmmentoRA Rxgg, no date 1929 e . ‘

o S PAA Alberta Employment Serwcc, Acc No 65 118, BOX 49 331

_ _ YFor a dlscussxon of hlstoncal mtexpretanons of the link between
Amechafﬁgzation and Job loss for the’ young see Osterman, Gemng Staned

& pan AlbertaEmploymentSemce, Acc. No 65.118, Ftle4 Wm Carmll PR
H.Greenﬁeld 27May1930 N : L :

‘ Canada, Royal Commxsslon on Price Spreads and Mass Buymg, Mmutes of
'Proceedings and Evidence Vol III (Ottawa. ng s, Pnnter, 1934)

“Deny Statement on Store Wage,” Edmonton Journal 7 February 1929

. PAA, Premiers’ Paaers Aée;No: 69,289, Flle sos P (?) Paﬂ(er o . e
PrcmlerH Greenﬁeld 24De(:emberl924 » e

DRI Alberta, An Act for the Protecuon of Persons Employed tn Factones. Shops f . \‘
. and Oﬁice Buildmgs, 1917 7 George V, c. 20 ' ‘ , D ‘

SRR Alberta. An Act to Prowde a Mmtmum Wage for Women 1922 12 George . |

*V c81 B i - '
T ':,-,“PAA, Premlers Papers Acc No 69, 289 Fﬂe@S Bnef from Commlttee of S A
.Alberta Employers, 5 March 1923 ‘ ST
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‘ PAA Prcmlers Papers Acs. No 69 289 File' 505 Waltcr Smmcn to - o
Prermcr J E. Brownlec, 4 March 1929 , ERT
o AR, Premiers’ Papers, Acc. No. 69 289 Fxlc 505 1 Wmtcrsglll to

'I‘,

Edmonton Clty Councﬂ 14 February 1929

“Factoncs Act Docs Not Fulﬁl Requm:mcnts " Edmonton Free Press. 8 ‘ | -
Novcmber 1919 T o ‘ _ S

“Thc Albcrta Labor Wo:nan" & Alberta Labor News, 30 March 1929, = .

L : PAA Prcmxcrs Papers Acc No 69 289 Fllc 505 PJ Parkcr to Prcmxer
. H Grccnﬁeld, 24 Deccmber 1924. | |

‘ 56Ibld.

- Sec Harry Bravbrman Labor and: Monopoly Capual (Ncw York Monthly o ‘
Revxcw Press, 1974) on fracuonalxzauon of rctml labour. . '

PAA Premlers P.Apcrs Acc No 69 289 Fllc 505 PJ Parkcr to Premlcr
H Grccnﬁeld, 24 Dccembcr 1924 . _

“Labor Bureau, nghways Board and Mmlmum Wagc ," Edmonton
Bulletm, 17 Febroary 1922, n ' |
| PAA,UPremlcrs s Papers Acc No 69 289 File 505, Srmttcn to Brownlcc, 3
March 3L e \ o .
Ibld Pcagson o Brownlcc, 28 February 1931 SR o ; .‘ RS
o “x_b'mﬁ T

Ibld. Smltten © Brownlee, 3 March 1931. | |




- “Stage Was All Set for Spmted chatc R Edmonton Bulletm, 21 February R
_1922.-.- S e | I
e See PAA Alberta Provmcna} Pohce Acc No 66 166 Fxlc 1300 Edmonton
: ,\y'CxtyPohcerrculars ‘ 0 R ‘ . S
. ®PAA, Albera Employment Service, Acc. No. 65.118, Box 16, File 30, E.N. |
o ‘McKennc, *‘Placing of Female Workers” in *‘Report of Minutes of Fifth Annual *
" Westgrn Confererice Employment Scrwce of Canads, March 6, 7 & 8,1924 . '
Edmonton, Alta.” v e . ‘ ‘ .



Most hrstonans have consrstently posxted the argument that the developmcnt
.of a modern concept of chtldhood ¥ mextncably lmked to the growth of schoolmg
‘ Rooke and Schnell for example, suggest that A
‘ ‘ N
. the estabhshment of systems of ‘commion schools can be usefully
. b o undcrstood as efforts to impose a *‘childhood’” on all children by .
‘ ‘ forcing an extended pefiod of psychological and economic dependence, ‘
~insuring protection ‘and segregation from the more questionable aspects

of adult ltfe and grantmg delayed responsrbthty in soctal and ethtcal

" The natural extensmn of thrs common mterpretauon ts that the: growth of secondary
schooimg isa s1gmﬁcant mdtcatton of the development of the concept of -
adolescence for through the _|umor and semoa htgh schools chtldren could be .
protected and kept dependent throughout thetr teen-age years Indeed Kett goes so |
far as 1o say “a youtl} who dropped out of htgh school ceased bemg an | |
: adolescent. All tlus suggests then, that the mcreased attendance ’ltt Edmonton s
| 3"}. hrgh schools during the l920s would constrtute strong ewdenCe that grotvmg

R ' numbers of teen- agers we;e expenencmg a “modem”‘ a'dolescence R

A That attendance m grades mne through twelve, the hl ":':school classes in the
e | '-’.19.203 grew qtute remarkably 1s clear Though em:olments ut the htgh schools 'v 'l :
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ATI'ENDANCB IN EDMONTON’S PUBLIC I-IIGH SCHOOLS 1920 TO 1925 b

\

"sc‘Ho‘oL e 1920 T N 1922”: f‘19'i3 1"924 D195
Victoria . 329 392 . 582 . 518 . 649 | - 666

w. ., L v,
PRI -~

Stathcona 250, 284 | 35T 385 412, . 408

\

"\I‘echnicalﬂ Loo2st 2590 2m 3450 U 3sT. U359 .

' McDougall ® 334 385 ' 351 393 471, 446

o,

'TOTAL" | ”‘1‘164 13207 ‘.'“‘1‘561, et T1sas 1879

. N
-

Source' Mmutes of the Edmonton Pubhc School Board. f920-1925 .
* Enrolments are for month of: November in each year since the Supenntendem of
. Schools claimed enrolments reached their. peak in that month Comparable ﬁgures
for Separate School Boaxﬂ could not be found. .
>"All ‘grade nine enrolments will ndt be mcluded in these ﬁgures since some classes
wereattachedtopubhc schools - Cln i e v

R

o Wlule the ﬁgures in Table 5 do no,t grve the ‘oomplete ptcture of hxgh school .

f, attendance «becauSe enrolments for some grade mne classes in- the pubhc system, for (

the-se "ara schools ‘and pnvate schools are not mcluded the general growth
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. Lo In 1926 thc Supcnntcndcnt of. Schools changed his mcthods of mpomng R

cnrolmcnts but jtis snll obvmus that hxgh school attcndancc rcmamed popular
) ? (SecTab1c6) R o o
= € e
o 3 ‘ A'ITR\IDANCE AT4EDMONTONSPUBLIC HICH SCHOOLS 1926«l931 X -

SN

SQot. . Ger Stpt.  Sept Scpt . Sept.

coo-1926 1927 1928 1929 : 1930 ‘19301”
Hi School“‘ T P T
(Acadetmc) 2143 . 2380 . . 2123 2476

b

- 2982

P amd s . ma -

»Commcr_cxal,
“."rechnic'al g 61 280 307 '2\7‘8;‘ B '4161'

Sourcc Minutes -of the Edmonton Public School Board 1926 to. 1931
N * No figures for 1930 were found. .. :
Fxgures not ngen May be mcludcd in ngh School ﬁgurcs for 1926 and 1927
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Thc growth of hlgh‘school attendanqe created some. mterestmg responses on

the 'parts‘_,of parents,‘:ﬁ'ustcés and tehchers, rcsponses whxch revcal much about : ['.‘: , .:f‘
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searchmg for ways to resolve the dtlemma between the need for more classroomy ! |
| I‘ spat;e and the lack of revenue w1th whrch to erect new schools At the board
‘ 'lmeetmg of 1 March 1923, the dectsxon was made to eltmmate household sctence :
‘ and manual arts from the high schools as a cost cutnng measure At the same
‘ ,: .' meenng, ona motton fmm Dr F. w. Crang, the board unammously agreed to -
‘ ‘ehmmate grade twelve from the htgh schools as. well since- studen’ts could enter the
g umversxty after completmg grade eleven Thrs motton was wgourousfy opposed by |
' ‘the supermtendent who argued that the young students who enrolled in gradc twelvc
: ,needed the dtscxplme and type of mstructton gtven in htgh schools rather than what o
was offered at the umviersxty Furthennore he opmed that the tén month term of

the hrgh school rather than the stx mon one of the umverstty, allowed students to

R ,“‘get the more mtenswe form of mstructton that a “chtld” of the average grade

L .r'f‘tWelve'rage should have He spectﬁcally noted that tlte "adult" assocrauons of the

L protectal from adult tnﬂuences In conclusron, the supermtendent suggested that the '

- umversrty Were not helpful to the tmmature student of high school age thus ‘
.mdtcattng lus feehng that teen-agers shOuld be taught in age-segregated groups and
i publtc would support lus v1ew smce enrolments in the grade twelve 'class at , m\‘
" .,'Strathcona High Schoo,l were mcreasing cven though tts geographtcal proxtmtty 0
'the“Uht.ersrty of Alberta would make 1t easy for the young to attend umversrty after

3 compleuon of grade eleyen.sv'




ehmtnauon of grade twel\re was ‘a reacuonary move that )yould have senOus

eonsequences for the "nsmg generat:lén . .He suggested that the,solunon for "

" economtc tlls was to be found not in curtathng eduoatxon but in enhanctng 1t He -

| was of the optmon that the savmg effected by the ehrmnanon of grade twelve would ,
wt be that great but the the loss would be very heavy Furthennore “The twelfth - '
.*’ \ :‘ o ot

grade is pracncally the workmen s umvcrsny" satd Ftndlay Hxs arguments were

| seoonded by Heron who added that it was easwr for a “chlld" to; get grade twelve
m -

"m a high school than in. umverstty chause teachers were more responsxve than o ,‘
f professors this latter group Ieavmg puplls to be responsxble for thetr own ‘v L .
advancement. In other words, htgh schools supemsed the work of students more o

\closdy Heron admttted that “economtc contyxons prevent most workmen S. ¢~@“

.,’ ' ‘ K i. ““, b“‘ Q R -;ar-,t:..,o
TR ‘_"sfamxhes from takmg the twelfth grade, but the posmon is, that they [the 'I’radegﬁand |
o Labour ('founcﬂ] do not want them [workers chtldren] to be stunted if any ‘of them e “
9 e |

ugetasfarasthaL

J . L ' - e

From thxs a'nd other ev1dence it-is clear that orgamzed labour saw schoolmg as - - o

- valuable and wewed 1t as a nght that should be avatlable to, all Dr. Crang, tn '

- respondmg to the 'I’rades and Labour Councnl delegatlon, revealed a somew
o dtfferent perspecuve He observed that a grade eleven cernﬁcate allowed stu : , ‘
’ente'r Normal Schoola .When they had completed Normal School they could go put i

o work and eam enough moncy o I’“t ﬂ'°m$¢}"°s thmugh umverstty Fmdlay

= retorted that to get a Ftrst Class Ccmﬁcate grade twelve Was treqmred and that

e "h.wwnhout 1t, teachers wcre handtcapped m Job searches and pay ’I‘rustee S A G
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After hearing the delegation, the trustees reconsidered the motion to eliminate

\ ./." ) . .
grade twelve, but they did not rescind it. Further protests were made. A letter from

1 ‘ ‘ . ’
the Jasper Loyal Orange Lodge was received"” and one of the trustees, Mrs, Bishop,
_teported that she had had scveral calls complaining about the board’s decision,'*

Nonetheless, the board decided in April to write to the Department of Education to

.advlse it that grade twelve was no longcr being offered and to ask that first ycar
~~ university and grade twelve be cquatcd A prompt reply from the Dcpanmcnt of

Education informed the board that the granting of such an equivalency was not

-

Althpugh the board does not appear to have cyer formally rescinded the
decision to remqve grade twelve fr;>m the high schools, by Juﬁq of 1923 other
options were bciné explored, One of these was the possibility of doublc—shifting in
the schools, Trustee Barnes thought this a good idea for it would allow boys lhc
chance to earn money on a half-day basns Thc superintendent pomtcd out that
Vancouver had experimeirted with the double shift and had found several problems
with i, spcciﬁcélly.a higher rate of examination f‘ailu%\cs and moral pﬁ)blcms with
tﬁe girlé on the second shift who had to walk home after dark. Trustee R. V,
Bellamy cited the Saturday Evening Post’s claim that the system did not. work in the
United States. Trustee Frank Scott, the labour representative on the board, Shared
his personal experience with his colleagues for,ﬂin his youth, he had gone to school |
for half-a-day and worked the other half. He said that if he worked in the moming,
he was not fit for study in the afternoon and vice-versa. And, peg’naps more to the
point, he cxpresscd concern that boys would takc work way from men.

By the fall of 1923 however, enrolments appeared to level off and the issue
temporarily disappeared. By the spnng of 1924 though, trustees bcgan to discuss a

fee system for high school educanon asa means to raise revenue' and cvcntually

implemented a fee structure of $4.0Q per month for out-of-town students only._ In

-

§ -
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: addiuon dxscusslons on doublc shxfnng recurmd \\hth thq additional Suggcsnon that

. schools be opened on Saturday By xhls ‘time, - the public-school system was also

exploring the possibility of moving studcnts around from one school to another as a
way of coping with overflow cnrolments, In April, 1924 it was suggested that the
Commercial High School classes which had been housed in McDoixgall High School

be m'oxsjad to Old Gameau. Representatives from several north side community

| leagues appeared before the board to oppose the move, They pointed out that most
of the 212 smdcn{s affected lived on the north side and that the Commercial High

School had made a name for itsclf both academically and athletically, One -~
.community rq‘n-cscntative, A. M. Knight, claimed that sport “‘is one half of the
school life’” and Dr, Johnston of the Norwood-Patricia Community League made a
§pccial appeal t;> the board asking that the Commercial Grads not be moved for

. . . ,s21 ‘
‘‘they have given Edmonton more publicity than anything else. These comments

_might well be written off to north side chauvinism though it must be remembered

that membership on the famous Commercial Grads béskctball team wdﬁld provide
-8 :

opportunities for travel and educational experiences that would otherwise be out of

—

reach for miany female students.”

J. Percy Page, principal of the Commercial High School and coincidentally

coach of the basketball team, argued against the move on academic grounds, He

pomted out that in twelve years of cxxstcnce, the pass rate of the school had been -
cxccllcm and that plans were afoot to move to a three year course and umvcrsnty
entrance so that the school would provide a mix of academic and vocational
training. In his view, the move wpﬁld‘ destroy all that work and “‘it is the young

womanhood that is going to suffer’ since 80% of the students were girls. If | the

 Commercial High School were made self-contained, it would be robbggl of its

"academic possibilities. This would detnmcntally affect thp students, most of whom

N —

were fmm the north sxde. and thus. by unphcanon the delctnous cffects would be



vl g S
eS LI
h . ; 83,
felt most by the daughters (and sons) of the working class.”

This last point was cmphasiwa by Mr. S‘{ Hcmh from the Albcrta‘Avcnuc m:d
District Cominunity [eague, a league situated in a solidly working class district. He
argued that if the ét;mmcrcial High School wirc moved to the south‘sidc,‘ workers® '
families would/.wffcr and might very well have to go‘without fbod to pay for the
. car farcs and other expenses necessary to sending their offspnng across the cxty to
school,”

The movcmem of students back into (hc\u‘ local communmcs was an
administrative stratcgy Jo cope with high cnrolmcnts that won a considerably
warmer reception than the move of the €ommercial High School to thc south sidc..
This was done by physically removing grade nine classes from the high school
bmldmgs and addmg thcm on to the pubhc‘ schools While thc grade nine ‘
curriculium continued to be part of the high school program, large numbers of the ™
students remaihéd attached to public schoo/ls arohnd' the city. Once this system had
started it was found difficult to reverse as parchts, in. panicular, liked to have their
children going to school clbsé to home. In 1922, for example, S.R. Wallace, a
réprescmative of the Highlands.and Dis&ict Community League attended a school
board mccnng to opposc not only double shifting but the thrcatcncd rcmoval of
what he called a junior high school fmm his dxstnct He cspccnally cxprcsscd fears
for young girls who ‘would be forced to attend Victoria High School if grade nine
was transferred there because the girls would have to walk throuéh some of the
,roughcst parts of the city to get to and. from classes.’ Trustee Barhcs confirmed
that'the junior higli scheme had.becn a success and that people did not want to lose
the local gradc nine classes. % As Trustee Bellamy said, though, phe junior high
school model had becn adoptcd as an admlmstrauvc cxpedlcncy becausc of the lack’
.of rooms in thc hxgh school Pcoplc would havc to realize that once the building
program caught up with enrolments all grade nine students would be in the high

~
-

-
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schools where they could gct a better pteparanon because tcachcrs could specialize
by subjecL | |
By the late 1920s the Edrfonton Public School Board was exploring waysto . N
| establtsh an “mtermedtate’! school desptte the fact that some )rustees argued that ‘ "

»

the c1ty was not advanced enough for the expense of a real junior high' school

—

A model The board was aware of the strong sentlment ttﬁthe local communities for

" the rctcnuon of gradc nipe classes in netghbourhood schools and in 1931 formally

i i

moved grade nine mto the public schools to join grades one to elght
Whtle a few arguments had been made that such a model would assist the
| scholasuc growth of thc young because students cntenng gradc nine were really too
immature for htgh school the real mcenuves for the estabhshment of junior htgh |
schodls were parental desires to keep the young elose to home and adrmmstranvc .
" needs with respect to‘space utilization in the schools. ‘As the prin'cipal ‘ot" 'Olivcr
: Public School C. G Elltott pomted out, the mcre groupmg of grades seven to mne ,
in a public school dtd not a *'real”’ junior, hxgh make He argued and many of hlS :
' professional collcaguds agreed that the time had come for the establtshment of real
junior htgh schools"in Edmonton because the 8-4 plan (1 e. ctght years of elementary B

ain

o

school and four years of lngh school) was no longer adequatc for the needs of all

| those students who had begun staymg on in school unul ﬁfteen or even later -
Rdlectmg an aoquamtanoe with the popular olescent psychology of the day, Elhott ,
claimed that the 8-4 plan oould no longer be ji uﬁed because of what was known |

about the pyschologlcal development of the young. Elementary methods of teachmg

were. used for too long in the schools and then too suddenly dmpped Furthermore, -

he suggested the content of the work covered in the elementary grades nelther
‘ prcpared the students for hxgh school nor for hfe '
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Showmg\M the psychology and tdeology ol‘ adoleScence was taklng root in
- Edmonton through mtddle class professtonals Elltott cht on to argue for the |

establtshment of j Jumor high schools whtch would be a transtuonal form etthei‘
"
between elementary and hlgh school work or betwecn school work and the labour
- “‘\\
market. ’I'he junior high school should not only continue teachtng subjects of
X

general interest but should cater to each mdtwdual student by mwovedng each y

Al

puptl s immediate and future needs by explonng hts/her aptttudes and capacmes by .
\

Al

revealing to htm/her major ﬁelds of. leammg and by stamng each teen ager on \the

L)
L RN

path towards a career ~said Elltott | ': . e »‘w‘\ :
-As enrolments in the older age categones mcreased zﬁvhde range of people a

1ncludmg educators at the local and provmcnal levels tnﬂuenual cttm:ns some

| parents and many trade union leaders began to. demand a w1der vanety o?program ‘

‘ ‘offermgs for students pamcularly in the area of techmcal and commercml educauon

.These demands were fuelled not so much by theories of adolescent: development
..however as. by the percetve;:l and expenenced realmes of the qlassroom and the ]ob

market For example, teachers supported the tnstxtunon of at least two’}eams in

- . the: high schools one for. the true acadetmc students and the other for students '

Tl
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e 1920& In 1919, A Fartmlo. Secnetary of the Bdmonton 'Il'ades

seekmg vocattonal tratnmg, because .they could not cope wrth the Wtde range of ’
L "mtellectual capacmes and tncltnattons the new tnﬂux of students brought wnh tt

' ,‘Indeed by. 1931 the htgh school teachers were recornmendtng the separatton of

students into acadetmes for scholarshtp and into hlgh schools for general educatton :

t
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" For. trad,e untomsts and employers a more pressmg need was tdennﬁed

v Because apprenuceshtp pmgrams m the trades wet‘e all but monbund. tnterest m the |

h acadetmc and vocattonal preparatton pos51ble thmugh the

= had complatned to 'I'he Royal Comtmsston on Indusmal Relanons when it vmted

ools tncreased in the” - '
: d’-L?W-.COFiRCil; IR

' -1\\



o cstabhshed ’ He rocommendod this move as opposed to voca:gonal trammg in thc
schools becausc he recogmzod some of the dangcrs of state, mtcrvcnuon in thc

L educational proccss. He {gocnﬁcally cnuc1 tcchmcal schools for crcaung falsc

[
Albcna tﬁat “half-cducatod workmen” were being produced by the c1ty s
apprcnnccslup systcm Ncarly ten years later, in 1928, T.J. Thomton. the busmcss ‘

agent for the Bdmonton Local of the United Brothcrhood of Carpcntcrs and {gmers

was voncmg a sumlar complatnt about cmploycrs and managcrs who ncgloctcd ghe |

\ traming of thc young and stu)wed more. conccrn for short-term gams than for the

i dcvclopmcnt of craftmanshtp Thomton dld not, however, see the schoo!s as: thc ‘

A"‘\

' answcr to the trmmng woes of thc young and suggcstod that'a well- dtrocted

'apprcnnécshtp plan modcllcd on Ontano s Construcuon Apprcnuccshxp Councxl be

\

' dtstmcnons bctwecn mcntal and manual workers and arguod for programs that $

. “would cmphasmc the conttnmty of mcntal and manual cr}&pansmp He wantcd

young peoplc to undcrstand thc totality of thelf work and not just one spccrahzcd

i

aspect of xt. In other words hc argued for thc auuty of theory and practice.
In fact, the Carpentcrs and Jomcrs Local did orgaﬁizc an apprcnnccshtp

' program for young mcn bctwecn the ages of scvcntocn and twcnty-two. Spoctfymg

the number of apprcnnces an cmploycr could hire, thc ummng an apprennce would

recctvc and the wagcs to bc pand ovcr four ycars of scrvtcc Dcsplte claboratc

- these. four had been suspcnded and one had mthdrawn

The Brothcrhood"s fallurcs emphaswc thc ﬁ-mlty of orggmzcd apprcnuceshrp

L schemcs m Bdmonton in tho 1920s In most cascs, the tcmi "apprenucc became

' “learnu's were most often people under the agc of twcnty who wcre pmd lowcr
‘ » wages for longcr penods of ti!m mmply becausc they were young CQntcmpOrary -
s " evndence from otbet locahtm shows sumlar dcveIOPments The loss of the old and 3

IR R
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g plans, only fourteen apprcnuccs had been indentured bctwocn 1927 and 1930 and of' o

. " : sxmply a synonym for “lcamcr and as some\survmng collecnvc agreements show,,



. 89
"mcamngful form of appnennceshtp was clearly part of the more oon:plex changes in B
C mdustnal orgamzauon that went along thh the mtroducuon of new technologtes
screnuﬁc managcment and the transformatmn of the labour process Control
over the leammg process in tl{te skrlled tradcs passed from' workers to a tripartite
arrangcment that mcluded state regulauon and techmcal school training. Thls
transmon marked a significant changc in: the way in whtch young men w0uld be
prepared for work but only a few trade unionists such as Thomton realtzed the |
ma_]or tmpltcauons of thts change and were conccmed about the “htdden |
- curriculum that the young wbuld be. subjected to throughout their training.
| Most uade umomsts as has already been satd uncrmcally supported the -
dcvelopmcnt of techmcal schools and favoured and encouraged the use of vocatxonal
. training. They wewcd the state’ as a neutral poQ operaung for the general ‘good
and | saw the tntroducuon of vocauonal educatgoxi T a worth-whtle refbrm whtch
- would. bencﬁt the children of the workmg class They ltmited theu' demands for K
change to spectﬁc issues such as the abolmon of military drill i in the schools the "
‘ provxsxon of free text- books and the tmprovement of school health servxces
Of. course ngen the very real dtﬁ'tculttes of maintarmn{meamngful B )
apprenuceslup plans, tt is no wonder that most umomsts opted fthhat they could
L get for their chtldren in the schools, parucularly as the lmk between educauon and | 3, -
. employment began to ughten Furthermore, tt was by no means clear that in the T
uutlal stages techmcal educauon was not gomg to bc a boon to workmg people
| "For example, C.L thbs, maSter prmter, teacher in Edmonton s Techmcal High
School and Member of the Leglslanve Assembly, could argue for techmcal

educauon on the grounds that tt would SO 1mbue worltmen s chtldren

thhasense of techmcal powerandaconﬁdence and prtdemthetr 1.
owncreauveshllthmtheywﬂdemandsomesharemconsmrcuonan‘él RIS
managcment compauble w:th thetr dtgmty»-as‘educated humin betngs , L

. I LN kK

On the other hand. W R. Herbert, a manual u'amtng";"sn'uctor of unl:nown ongms, » ';:f‘ ﬁ,

(
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; ‘ could make the conservauVe case and suggcst that techmcal educauon would ensure
‘that eachmanwouldbe - L /
sansﬁbd wrth hxs posmon in hfe and hlnng his work [would] have
few mcenuveis toward revolutron. and small patwnce wnh revolunonary BEEANRR
propaganda” | o R S T

As is so often the case tl\le realmes of techmcal educanon were ‘much more
mundane. thle some ed\ucatora made phllosophxcal statements about meenng |
individual needs and encouragmg personal growth -about developmg programs
desrgned espeorally to ‘suit ado}escents others were more pragmauc and
' .suarghtfi;:\\'ard. Schoo'l work commented W.G. Carpenter the provmcrql
- supervrsor of techmcal educauon, was srmply desrgned to- duphcatc as closely as
f possrble the future work envrronment and smdents were tramed [my cmphasrs] for
- real posmons While thls approach undoubtedly has conscrvanve unplrcauons
| o o there is also lmle doubt that young people who .came to’ a jOb with tmming had
' - ‘, ~ some advantage bver those wrthout tfaxmng in an ever-nghtemng }Ob farket. '
“ : - A report in the Alberta Labour }Vews, for e:tample .blamed the unemploymcnt T
\ . of young’oﬁice workers on mexpenence, rmrnatumy and lack of schoohng and
.‘ urgyﬁmms to- keep their daughters in schoof long as possrble  Certainly -
| . young people seekmg opportunmes m the more secure, bctter pard whlte-collar _]Obs
\required specrﬁc shlls such as typmg, short-hand and accountmg and found lt to -
| f‘tl}elr advantage [ acqmre these sblls m hrgh schoo\l commercral clas,ses anate
. schools such% the McTavrsh Busrness College and \Alberta College also%ught
B 1business educanon but students WOuld be expected to pay tuition fees, an expense

| 'manyrlere unéletoaﬁ'ord. . ‘ \;‘f‘j_ _-?a,'(‘ ‘

.m, - f-"

. ;' .—.veducanon‘and SOme spoke glowmgly of the advantages For example, 'r cmms the
CS | owner of an Edmonton machme shop, appeared before the school board to o |
ooy ‘;: L comphmenrthe WO"k 0”“'“1& }Twhmcal_School _and mpontthat the ten to twelve -
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- gradustes he had hired were much better trained than ke would have thought - ‘,"; o
| 'possxblc Indecd, so satxsﬁed was he w1th the trammg provxded that he sent his own ,
~sontotheschool S TR ’_ T
A | Graduates of the school also expressed sausfactxon wnth the traxmng they"
L recewed gmng credence to the glalms made by P. s. Batley. pnnctpal of the |
| ‘ Edmonton Techmcal School in the "ForeWord” to the school s 1922 yearbook that
| the schoohﬁmed “deﬁmtely and um'cservedly to pnepare young peop&e for the ' -
y pracucal affatrs of life*’ and to make each student “more happy and eﬂicxent as a 3
“worker, cmzen and member of socrety . Because of that sald Bmley, graduanng
| students were protecwd in. hard econonuc umes e “' | : A
| Thxs no—nonsense approach to educanqn suppons 'll‘oen s v1ew that educators
tumed thexr attenuon to youth in the ﬁl’St few decades of the. twentieth century not
: ’ becausc of the new ideas of psychology or any s\{tmngs \of socxal consc:ence but
| because they recogmzed thetr responsnblltty ““to prepare future workers for a

‘technologtcal socxety He notes that educators, along with umomsts were -

concemed wnh the dechne of apprenueeshxp “d responded by proposmg vocanonalf

educauon ' “Schools became the sutrogate for apprenuceshxp and a major shrft )

in the role of hlgh schools occurred as they : ved from college preparauon to ‘_ |

| vocanonal traimng 'I'lns is a move whrch o vlously was underWay in Edmonton ln“'"“
, thel9205 N _ ‘ | ’ - : h

‘ \% Whether or not vocatxonal educators successfully acl!ueved all the goals they

. b I
N set for themselves is quesuonable, howwer smce the Edmonton Techmcal School

‘ Aat least, suffered from many madequames even by its. own standards But ' .
Jregardless of whether students -were actually better prepared to fade the work world D
| , the real pomt 1s that parents and the busmess commumt)' generally beheved ‘ha‘ ,4 SRR
vocatlonal educanon was worth-whtle and behaved accordmzlyg:' In\ other words the ‘.: '

i 'ir’;ﬁtdeology that held that there was; an mnmgte relanonshlp between schooling and




‘emoloyment‘ ‘possibilities, because it was believed by the stakeholders, converged .
" thh th&reahty As Anderson and Bowman have obseryea‘ -~

..however, tight or tenuous the assoctauon between educauon and
,'economtc performance schooling does tend everywhere to. become
linked to distinctive contrasts in ways of living...[even though] The
cotrelation between the amount or quality of an individual’s ed;xcauon
+ gnd the kind. of work he does i 1s not onc- to-one m any socu:ty ‘

) Recent studxes )mve demonstrated that much of what gocs on in the name of
vocanonal educafxon is not desxgned to teach specxﬁc sktlls per se but is: rathcr to - |
teach work dtscxphne On the basls of some suggesuve ewdence sumlar
observauons nnght be rnade about vocauonal educauon in the 1920s. The prlncxpal
of the Edmonton Iechmcal School explamed that boys entered the machine shop
h sonxewhat undtscxphned but become steady manly fellows of a splendxd type who-
wm be successful mechamcs " 3 Or as the author of an arncle in The ATA o o
Magazme succtnctly put tt students should learn ‘a htgher appreclauon of the
| o necessxty of hard and oonsxstent work, steadmess, exacmess, economy 1n :natt;nals "
time. and effort” in vocanonal progmms | | ! E - l
| Whlle vocanonal or techmcal and commerctal educauon programs de31gned to".
lead clearly 0 future employment generally had wtde support m vatious :
constttuenctes mcludmg those of teachers, umomsts and busmessmen the _
supplemental manual ans and household sctence classes, whether taught in the
publxc school o; as an opuon m the acadetmc hxgh school did not fare as well.
thtle opposmon was heard when the Edmt)nton Pubhc School Board temporanly
| elnmnated manual trammg as a eost savmg measure m 1923 In fact, gmups such
' R .' as the Bdmonton ‘Ih.des and Labor Councxl supported the ehmmauon of both
' manual tmmng and household scxenee On the othct hand. the Local Councﬂ of

" f‘-.:f;'Women and L} delegate fmm the Ladxes Aux:hary to the Brotherhood of leroad




| systern |
o The debate over manual trammg and household scrence is mdxcauve of aspects | \ |
: of the class-based and gendered nature of sc ool experiences for young men and |
,women. The avowed purpose of manual training was 1o provrde boys with _some
expenence and knowledge of hand work or “craftsmanshlp 1n an otherwise
) tradmonal academlc program In othér words m theory. at least, the tmpulse for
‘manual training was a democranc o ¢. Butin pracnce few seem to have been ‘
‘hap)py with the arrangement Reséurces allocated to the program were sparse and v
» ‘throughout the penod from 19/21 to 1931 criticism focussed on the lack of |
R equrpm:nt facilities and treuéed teachers and many adults came to conclude that
manual txammg was useless and a waste of time. Manual trammg became a Yy
: polmcal foot—ball and 1ts fortunes waxed and waned in accordance wrth the financial .
situation of the scho;;l board For example, in 1925, Major A.C. Grant, a’ ‘
;representanve of the Property Owners’ Assocranon (whose watchword was
economy s was callmg for a return 1o the “3 R’s" in public school and he
o clarmed to represent over 700 ratepayers‘ . What was really bemg objected to was
the combtn/auon of manual and acadermc work. Teachers and others resented what
‘ 'they saw as the dtlutron of acadermc endeavours and the over-c owdxng of ‘the
' cumcult/tm and slctlled_workers. in pamcqlar drsapproved of what they saw as the ’
. toke and tawdry treatment of thetr crafts Thus.-the preferred opuon for urany was

me cle‘r dtstmcnon between vocauonal trammg and academrc scholarshxp S0 b0th

. could be done properly, a dtsttncuon, however, whtch dtvrded manual work from |
. - / mental work, vocatr@lﬁsmdents from acadetmc ones and hence tended to rephcate R
- / ‘ ‘;dtvrsxons between worlEmg clas?f and nnddle class That is not to deny that the '\ '
/ I. unpulse of progresstve educatton was nonexistent in Edmonton m the 19203 for i
B strands of it can be fonnd everywhere But the emphasrs on mdmdual growth and R
: S development only made tt easrer to argue for the segregauon of studcnts ut schools
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The case of household scrence was a drfferent one, however, for, as Florence

Hallock put 1t, home- rriahng was the ult;mate vocatton of more than etghty percem

. - of all women. In other words, regardless of thei‘r class origins, almost all females
: would end up domg housework and in Hallock’s optmon all young Wwomen should
; thus get some trarmng 5“ the field.” Shc went 50 far as to argue that educauon could
" make home-malnng a “digmﬁed” occupauon for if it were a reéogmzed part of
. schoolmg, it would be made to “seem tmportanL”

Suppon for household sctence, whtch by the end of the 1920s was
»
mcreasmgly called home econorrucs. was stronger than 1t was for manual trammg
8 ‘ ,

‘ because in fact, most people agreed that tt was true that young w0men would -
become vthves and tnothers and some trmmng would be of assrstance Only an
' occasrorxal voice asked “Shouldn’t boys be ‘taught ‘fatherhood ?”

" As adults attempted to oope w1th the mcreasmg numbers and changtng nature:
of students tn the htgh schools, the teen-agers themselves had to deal Wlth the -
concrete results of dectsrons takemby thelr elders. In general they found '
themselves in classes wrth large numbers of other students In 1924 the average

class size was 32.04 in the semor htgh schools and 34 69 in the . Jumor hlgh”

schools , By 1929 class size: had mcreased dramaucally so that in January the

| , supermtendent of schoolsreported that there were over 110 htgh school classes all

of whtch had owréf forty puptls mgamendance and ﬁfty-erght of whrch had

' enrolments of from forty-ﬁve to stxty-etght. As a result of raprdly mcreasmg

enrolments, the physxcal facrhtles were stretched to the hmtt and all avatlable space

was betng uuhzed. Students were shtfted from one school to another, somenmes, 1t
appears, part-way through the school year and many others found thetr classrooms r
Jn basements. In 1928 for example, ﬁﬁy grade mne students were housed in a ‘

, | basement room m Strathcona High School. Consrstent oomplmp' about the
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. samtary conquns of the schools were also lodged with the Edmonton Publxc “
~ School Board throughout the penod and at one’ pomt a doctor observed that there
| ‘was more tllness and drsease among htgh school students than among othem 65
- Since age~segregauon is one of the tests historians use to determme tl‘e ,’ :

' extstence of a concept of chtldhood and. adolescence , it is- tnstrucuve to note the‘

‘ broad range of ages whtch could be found w1thln any gtven classroom m Edmonton
" in the 1920s, Although classrpom registers have not been kept in any conststent‘%nd
fnethodrcal way, a parﬁal collecuon from the Ohver Public School reveals that

" teen -agers could be found m grades as low as the thlrd one Grade five classes had

Students who ranged in age from 9 to 14 grade six had a range from lO fo 14,
grade seven had students from ll to 17 and grade erght from 12 to 17.. While the
majomy of students in ‘each grade were most often wrthm the two year range that |

would be normal for ehtldren begmmng school at age stx and progresstng at the rate

——

Iof one year per grade, a substanual number of students were outsrde this normaL

l

, pattem and were erther very retarded in therr progress or very accelerated The

" lack of a ught age-gradmg system can also be seen in the ages of students who

) entered Normal School to take teacher—tratmng The 1923 Annual Report of the
‘ Department of EducauOn observed |
..our adolescents are rushmg through high school at a furious rate, and

'the number seems to be increasing of fhose who find themselves with a
drploma for Grade XI or Grade X1I at'such a tender age that they |

‘h now what to do with themselves ..the spectacle of these .
' children of fifteen yeats trying to. r;ggster the prmcrples and pracuce of
',teachmg approaches the ndxculous ‘ /

'By 1931 the Normal Schools had taken thlS matter m hand by estabhshthg both

o ; ,,““quotas and an age of entry of elghteen whrch meant that the number of students R

EE staymg on to complete glade twelve mcreased. Italso meant, aceordmg to 'Il'ustee

| Crang, _hardshxps for many famxhes whtch had struggled to keep chxldrcn m School
through grade eleven in’ order that they mrght enter Normal School get a teaching

v
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certificate and be able to go out to work.  The implication here is that working

class familics, in particular, used teacher training at Normal Schools as a'way for
\ "
their children to move into the middle class,7l

Beyond 'allowing students to complctc school as quickly as they could, (hcro is
) oo cvidence that any steps were taken 1o cnrich t‘he acadcfniC experiences of bright
studcnts And by 1929, the High School Teachers’ Alliance was complaining about
. ' thc problem of a great dxvcrsxty of agc in students since twelve year-olds were
cm:ring high school but were consideted too immature for the work The.1eachers
suggested tha( “skipping be disallowed. Thdy did not suggcst any altcmanve for
bright youngstcrs ? Slower students, however, did become a focus of concem irf the
public school system and in- 1928 a full-time school psychologist was appoimcd to

tcsl snidcnts and select candidates for special.glasses for those with low intelligence
i \) !

n
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quoncnts

By lhc cnd of the 1920s, then, thc testing, ciassxﬁcanon and age- somng
associated thh more “‘modern’’ ideas about child and ‘adolescent psychology were
gaining a foot- hold in thc Edmonton ;chools Profcssors at the Umvcrsuy of
Alberta, mst;'uctors in Nonnal Schools and tcachcrs within the school system were .
learning about and implémcnting nc\u trcnds in education Many took graduatc
‘tnumng at placcs like Stanford and Chlcago and were familiar wnh the work of
Dewey and others and those who were unablc or unwuhng 1o attcnd big American
universitics found that thcy were reacﬁng works by Terman, ng, Dewey, Bnggs .-
and Hnll as pah of thcxr m scmcc or summcr school trmmng stcussxons about
progmsslve educanon mcnta] hygienc and vocatjonal gmdancc were mcrcasmgly

‘ common-plaoc as educatom-bcgan to respond to what they pcrcewod to be thc
changmg pﬁturc of the high school studcnt population. '

N p ( -

@
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While the academic program and methods of teaching in the high schools
remained fairly traditional throughout the 1920s with the growth of-vocatjonal

education being the only really measurable indicator of changing circumstances,

-more subtle trends reflecting changes in the experiences of teen-agers were

occziSionally remarked updn by observers, often in a critical way, Specifically, the

development of a particular form of teen-aged youth culture, which Kett and others
54

have linked to the growth of high schools,78 can be found in Edmonton in the

1920s. As early as 1920, the Senior lnspéctor of the High Schools noted that

" schools were taking more interest in the social dcvélopmcm of the child and

‘“ "

principals were accepting that”

..the administration of the social activitics among students [was] a
lcgmmatc and regular function of lhf office, and one full of possibilities
for education and character’ makmg

In other words, the social and rocrcat‘ional life of teen-agers came to interest and
involve educators in ways it had never done before once large nu‘mbcrﬁ began to
linger in the schools, The casual, sclf—qrganizcd activities of the street or of the
dance halil cor’:xmon to many employed or out-of-work youths was deemed
inappropriate for teen agers in schools yet their sheer numbers forced the schools to
devise *‘suitable’’ recreational pursuits .which would enhance tﬁc goals of the
curriculum through safe and superviséd means. ) |

Throughout the 1920s high schools studcms were increasingly able to
participate in organizcd school sports, litérary clubs, debating sociéﬁcs and the like.
School ycarbooks rcvcal the kind of adult-supervised youth culture that is morc(,—'
closely identified with students of thc 1950s.*° The flavour is one of the care-free

days of youth, practical jokes, gkcmlcboy-gxrl teasing and school spirit cspccml!y as

* reflected in the participation in school sports. There are a few hints of boredom and

-
tedium but none of sexual harassment, physical abuse, povcny or malnutnnon

though suggcsnve é'evidence of all these realmcs can be found clscwhcrc

97
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The school’s involvement with the social life of the uyoung was not, however,

without its critics. An article in The ATA Magazine commented on the complaints
from cmoloy&s abouf students who, on,lcoving school, were unable to spcll,‘ read,
write or do mathcmau‘cs ,'a failing which the businessmen ascribed to too many
frills in the schools.” The 'aumor,‘holvvovcf. was quick to deny the culpahility of the
schools and turned the blame on homes and families who' were, in his view,
abrogating their responsibilities for the young. Furthermore, he said, ;cachcrs
cannot be expected to teach English to **Vladimirs, Ivans, Sonieas, Pierres and
Oles”’ when they get incorrect or broken English at homc.83 Other educators were
also concerned that academic performance in the schools might be suffering
~ although, in gcncral their inclination was to blame the students for a failure to
apply thcmsclvcs to their studncs The Supcnntcndcnt of Schools, for cxamplc felt
high school studcnts gave in too casily to distractions and went in for too much
sports. The Inspcctor of High Schools expressed concemns that the extra-cumcular
“work of the schools made to0 great a dcm,ﬁ% oh student time and felt that
“*numerous distractions of various types place a gmat Strain upon the moral stamina
of the students,””® Tcachers themselves cxprcssed certain ambivalences about the
role o/t‘hc school. On the one hand, teachers argued that planning and ox;amzmg
social activities was pan of the education students should receive in thc schools. On
thc other hand, teachcrs felt consxdcrable sympathy for the view that the school was
being asked to do too much and that studcnts sxmply did not take their work
scnously cnough ) _ ’

* While it is, of course, dxﬂicult to entu'ely gauge the scholasuc pcrfonnancc of
teen-aged smdents m the 1920s ‘the tradmonal mcthod of evaluauon, passing final .
cxammanons. revealed that Bdmonton s youth wcrc relatively succcs‘sful scholars, at -
least by that cmcnon Fof examplc. in 1924 in thc public. schools. 80% of the

grade ten studems passed. as dfd 62% of the gmde cleven and 77% of the grade
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twelve students.” In thc scparatc schools, 90% of thc grade ctght students passcd
. thctr high school entrance cxamtnattons and 64% of the high school studcnts were
prqmotcd, a figure 10% above the provmctal avcragc.‘
‘f

Nonetheless, extra-curricular activities were an area where cdnsidcrablc /
, ' 1 A /

L

' friction occurred between adults and tecn-agers, While ‘somc} evidence of the /ﬁ
occasional discipline problem in the schools can be found, » there is more-
substannal cvtdcncc to show that students who staycd in school asscncd their >
independence and strugglcd for control far more ncgularly over thctr social lives -
than over anything else. An instructive case in- pomt is the conttnumg dispute over
. dancing m schools, | -

" In the fall of 1920, the Edmonton Public School Board decided that dancing
would not be allowed in schools and in that decision they were supponcd by the
Women'’s Chnsnan Temperance Union and by the rcprcscntatlve of the Alberta
Teachers’ Alhancc Mr Shcppard who satd dancing by’ puplls was simply “*not the
propcr thing’ ' % ln 1921, however, in at least onc htgh sch , students rcponcdly _

| *‘got out of hand . on account of the fact that it was known at thcrc would be no

‘cing and refused to orgamzc or pamctpatc in any socnal activities unless

dancing were allowed. ‘Tha teachérs Qecxded to “reason’’ withrthe ‘students and a
compromise was at:hicved. ‘COnsequcntly, Miss Teskey, one of the tcachcrs_,
speaking on behalf of the teaching staf, Literary sdcicty and grade twelve class
askcd the school board to allow danctng at the annual “At Homc”, a parcnt -student .
 affair. She also indicated that students had wanted dancmg at two or threc othcr l
parties to bc held for the gradc twelve studcnts only during the school year Tcskcy
explamcd that she had rcasoncd w1th thc studcnts and suggcsted that one: other party‘ -

A wftth dancxng would be suﬁicxcnt but that they could invite gueSts from the prevnous
ycar s grade twclvc class Tcskcy also mformed the trustocs that thc issue had bocn
takcn up wnh the Othcr mcmbers of staff and , whtlc they rcfused o approve of”

oy
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dancmg in grades ten and' elcven they felt it mxght be acceptable in grade twelve

Teskey concluded her presentanon to the board by pomung out that. teachers were u

called upon to organize the social life in schools and that if studcnts were not |

allowed to dance in schools, they would do so 1_n pnvate homes where they .would

be u‘nsup'e*rvised.s’2 o . o o | y
" The board unanimously‘ agreed that dancing could be allowed at the “At

Home since pakents and their young ‘would all be in attendance The reacuon to

' the request for. dav}\cmg at the grade twelve pames was more ambxvalent Some
- trustees exprcssed (gonoem about private house part]es among ‘‘a ccrtam set’ and

| ‘ | acknowledged that dancmg at schools would have a dlsnnct educatxonal purpose

But how could it be kept fmm the other grades? What effect would dancmg have

on the over-all level of discipline? The' supenntendent mdlcated that his peers in '

.Calgary, Regma and Brandon had decided that ‘‘this type ‘of amusement" had come

" toa cns:s and that m Regina, in pameular, ‘terrible’’ charges were bemg made .

about the moral condmon of high school boys and gxrls 'Il'ustee Frank Scott

declared that he was *‘not opposed to them havmg a good time, but he hates the

contempnble th1 that they call dancmg around here.””” The school board refused
to change their pohcy and students wm%nable to dance at. school parues
In 1924 the Strathcona Students Umon attempted 0 ctrcumvent the

‘ A
opposmon of thexr teachers to school dancmg by going dxreetly to the board to seek ’

E 'pertmssron to hold a dance at ng Edward School Not surpnsmgly. the board yet'

_' ',;agam refused o, allow dancmg By 1925 however, the commumty leagues wete

- orgamzmg dahces in tho schools. 'I'he MxmstenaLAssocxauon expressed theu' o
. unammous opposmon to such a move but as one commumty league representauve

g put it, **if the Mxmstenal Associanon smdxed danoe in the cxty, n would ﬁnd more 3

people dancmg than gomg to chunch »93 W C Deane, speakmg for the Edmonton R
Federanon of Commumty Leagues. was less mﬂammatmy He mdxcated that he was

v,
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' personally opposed to dancmg but as the father of seven children rangmg in age’

from sixteen to twenty three he hat’ a problem in his own famtly He felt that
' teen~agers were gomg to dance whether aﬂults ltked it or not and thus it was better
that they be allowed to dance in thetr own commumttes where they could be

‘ supervtsed in socral situations with farmly and fnends ra{%er than m downtown "

ty

cabarets ' and danCc hQ‘s‘ If public schools were closed to dancing. he argued
young peoplc would drift downtown and condmons would get much worse among
the young No record was kept of the ﬁnal decision on commumty danctng in the

schools but it appears that the attttude of the school -board softened and the R S

,

argument about controlled and supervtsed dancmg betng preferable to the L o : ,
altematxves won the day. . Thus teen-agers still i in school won'a parttal battle They 5 j.'. -

\ ‘'were allowed to dance but only under adult supemsmn a condxtgon whtch for many

by

could only change when they became school leavers and assumed more

v

mdependence as wage carners » ‘
- School leaving is an issue which has already been touched on in (‘rela'tion to,

pamctpanon in the work force We have seen that many young people came fmm

famthes whtch could not afford to keep them out of the labour market to attend */

school. - The best these early school leavers could hope for was. work in low-sktll

dead end Jobs whtch offered low pay and no jOb secunty Econormcally |
, deterrmned early school leavmg could someutnes even affect chtldren from |
| | wealtluer famthes struck by sudden tragedy or change in’ cucumstances thteen o

e ear-old Jean C., the son of a promment member of the Franco-Albertan eltte who |
had been an M.L A provmctal cabmet mtmster and Canadtan Senator, was forced :. 3-
to leave school when lus father suddenly dted in 1924 The young man who had "
‘ been attendtng Francts Xavxer College. a pnvate Jesmt college. enrolled m a l'.' | | :
. stenography course at Alberta College to gct some qmck tratmng for employment.
On the advree of fatmly fnends he and bis mother v1s1ted the offices ofCanadtan E -:s" S
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L % Nauonal Ratlways where he unmedtately found work as an apprennce stenographet‘
at a wage rate of $60 00 per month for a five and a half day work week at elght :
) ' hours per day It seems “clear that his class co.nnectlons helped htm secure relauyely .
| well paytng work qutckly ‘and this fact separated hifn'from teer) -agers. who came |
| ‘ ’l from Iéss pnvrleged famlly crrcutnstances Nonetheless the money he. and hl‘i

"younger brother earned was’ essennal to the mamtenance of the famxly and hlS ‘

A
.“

educauon was cut short as' part of a famxly strategy

a‘

A\ Lo Wlnle many teen-agers were forced to leave school for economic reasons, o
N | ‘others dropped out under somewhat dtfferent condmons A number of parents .
R | conunued to beheve that the basic sktlls of readmg, wnung and anthmetic were all / : “ '
,{ young pe0ple needed and sull others clmmed,‘ *1 only had gmde six and that $ good , |
| | ’enough for you,too Glrls were often told that educanon was not unportant
BT ‘.because they were just gomg to get mamed anyway and might as well earn some
‘money for a few years Of course, many | teen agers, especrally boys. also left -
" s Ischool because they were bored or unhappy or because they were unable to Cope
: " with the worlt. For other teen-ag;ers however the decrsron to leave school wa a |
. more subtle and complex.one based on tdeas about famﬂy loyalty and oblrgauon
- “ L o and mvxsrble ties to parents and sxbltngs became a srgmﬁcant factor in the decmon-
: ’ makmg process around school leavmg In the worlnng class satd one observer the ‘-
i :4 . young felt a duty to thelr parents to begxn contnbuting t0 the farmly mcome smce -
e thetr parents were agmg, had worked hard all thetr hves and had scnmped and
| i saved to support then' chxldren At ﬁfteen, many teen-agers felt they owed
S .l“somethlng to thetr parents and 1t was nme to pay off the debt. o
, L : For young Roman Cathohcs Wlth a commxtment to therr fanh other factors - S
| .came tnto play Whtle these teen-agets nnght feel the need or the desxre to leave S,
] ,;school thexr Chumh eneomaged young men, in partxcular to Stay on as long as they |
; e oould etther m prepamuon for the pnesthood or to ensure mar’ﬁmugh educanon the
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‘ numbcr of Roman Cathohcs m senior posmons. managemcnt and busmcss would B

' increase. 10} Roman Cathohc boys and glrls wcrc exhortcd to stay in school not just !

o .Iffor thcmsclvcs but for the good of thc fmth

. Durmg thc 19203 thcrc was consxdcrablc recognmon on lhc pan of the s&hool
system that a need for connnmng cducauon cxxsted cspecxally for pcople who had

- ’had 1o drop out of school at an’ carly agc Pan-umc cvcmng classcs were. provndcd

o in various tcchmcal subjocts and Wcrc wcll subscnbed although &/hcthcr thc smdcms
in thcsc classes were oldcr tecns or men over twcnty cannot be dctcrrmncd Thc "
‘populanty of cvcmng classcs m thc corly 1920s suggcsxs that rcturpmg soldxcrs may

| -well have taken advantagc of thc opportunmcs for furthcr lcaming in largc
'-numbcrs REEE | | ‘.

o " One of thc ha]lmarks of thc 1920s thcn was thc growmg number of tccn- c
v \‘agcrs who attcnded school past thc age whcn they cou.ld havc lcgally droppcd out,

‘ .Thus‘ an mcreasmgly largcr poruon of thc youthful population was wuhdrawn frorh

- thc laboun market and cxpcncnced a longcr pcnod of dclaycd rcsponsnblhty and

-‘mcrcascd dcpcndcncc on and supcrvxsnon by adults, the vcry charactcnsncs whlch

ST suggcst that for lhosc studcnts at least, a “modcrn” adolcsccnce was amvmg
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CHAPTER FIVE

N |

* TEEN-AGERS AND THEIR LEISURE.TIME

t Ifa conccp.t of modern adolescence was absent in the labour market and just .
arriving in the schéol 'system, the same cannot be said of yoksjth groups and z}gcncics‘
dcsign;:d to control the leisure time of teen-agers and prevent delinquency for it v;as
there that the inﬂuéncé of G. Stanley Hall and other early twenticth-century theorists
of adolescence was most marked in Edmonton in the 1920s and it ‘was there that the

most self-conscious attempts were made to translate theory into practice. It cannot

‘be said, however, that any evidence exists to demonstrate that Edmontonians thought

-or acted in innovative ways or developed radical departures from the trans-Atlantic

consensus identified by Sﬁ&mrland, Hareven and Rooke.' Youth work activities in
Alberta’s c?ital were wholly dcﬁvaévc though Albertans often prided thcmsclvcs
on fine-tuning ideas and approaches adopted fmm clscwhcrc Thc derivative nature
of ?outh work in Albcna should not be surprising since many of the people engaged
in helping and supervising teen-agers had migrated to Edmonton from ccmral
Canada or the United States brmgmg with them the 1doolog1cal baggagc of the
middle class social reformers and child savers located in thosc two arcas Wuhout

cxccpuon. thq institutiops and organizations of older cmcs in Canada, the Umtcd

‘States and Great Bnuun were re-crcated esscnnally unchanged, in Edmonton.

" The best cxponent of thc way in whlch;thc theorcncal undcrplnmngs of youth
work were understood in Edmonton was RB. Chadwxck. Albcrta s first

vsupcrmtendcnt of ncglected chxldrcn Chadw:ck. ongmally from Ontano, had

worked with the’ Boys Club i in New York and. the Boys Depanment of the Young

Men’s Chns_uan Assocmnon in Toronto and Edmonton before assuming the

1
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provmcxal post in 1909." Whilc his reports, which included his explanations-of the
thcory of adolescence, Were producod in the decade prior to 1921 thcy serve to

\

1llustratc the way in which many adults m Edmonton would continue to thmk about

teen- agcrs in the context of youth work well into the 1930s.”

While Chadmck and his collcagucs used both the terms ”adolcsccnt" And |

“‘tccn—agcr sparingly and were more mclmod to speak of thc “‘third age of
chilthOOd’ or “‘the boy and glrl‘problcm y itis clear that they were popularizing

. and disseminating H;ﬂl’s ideas about adolescence.’ In 19‘1 1, for cxamplc, Chadwick.
singled out that stagc of llfc from the agcs of thlrtecn to seventeen as one fraught
wnh dangcr Echomg Hall hc Sald |

fDunng this pcnod the child is up against the most serious time of its

life. Rapid physical and mental gmowth, lack of knowledge of how to
conduct itself under new conditions and circumstances, the ambitions
and desires of men and women with the experience of children to carry
them [sic] through this trymg time, are a fcw of the many tnals to '
which the chlld is subjected.

Bky 1912 Chadwick _‘had extended thc age ra'ngcv‘of this ';‘dangcljbus" period for boys
to the ages of ten to cightecli an.d tied it to sexual awakcning‘ and the need to assert
independence. Adolescence, said Chadwick, was marked by phys'icaJ and mcn'tal'
restlessness and impulsive behaviour. - The Ac'lolcs.cem boy finds |

No emotion is too deep, no song too gay for him to participate in. He

is cxplosxve and submissive, varying in tarn with a spccd that is most
ominous to those who arc not farmliar wnh boy lec .

Bocansc tecn-aged boys were seen as glvcn to actmg on unpulsc and dcsuous of -
,._cxcncmcnt and iimediate granﬁcanon often wnlun the contcxt of “gang actmty,
= thcir lives were consxdered to bc in need of constant supcmsxon by respon31blc

~ adults. S Sl
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_then the husband-and the desirability of prc-marital chastity."" 'Whil‘c‘ChadWick had

some idea of a developmental psychology of male adolcsccncc Wthh he saw as‘ n |

havmg a base m scncncc, ‘no countcr-part was offcrod for fcmalcs and as has been

indicated, the * problcm of the gtrl” was seen only in tcrms of moraltty This

btfurcauon bctwecn what was understood as a normal adolcsccncc for boys as

| Opposcd to gtrls had srgmﬁcant ramtﬁcauons for thc ways in whtch young. malcs and/ A

females were trcatcd ._ | )

lf Chadwick’s ideas about adolcsccnce seem sxmphst]c it must bc

remembcrcd that the social sciences, from whlch most of our curront thcory is

) drawn,, wcrc still in their mfancy. Funhcrmore, in a cnty ‘Which was,‘ in ‘1mportant
senses, still a frontie'r‘ community composcd of pcoplc from clscwhcrc citizens’
eschewed thcory for the more pracucal approach of “gctttng thlngs done Thts

was ewdcnccd in a concern for thc moTe pragmatic aspccts of what thcy tcrmcd

- “thc boy and gtrl problcm and practtcal work m areas such as youth groups and

- the Juvcmle court systcm A closcr examination of some’ of thcsc acuvmcs and the:

' ways in which thcy were rauonaltz.cd and Jusuﬁcd will prowdc a more complctc , -
| ptcture of what adults thought youth was all about | o
Edmonton in thc 1920, had a full cornplcmcnt of youth groups cspccxally
: church sponsorcd ones. Boy Scout and Girl Gutdc tnoops wcrc found throughout
) the c1ty, thc Canadtan Gtrls in 'h‘atmng wcrc acnvc the Y-M. C A. and thc |
.k f Y. W C A sponsorcd boys and gtrls clubs respccttvcly, young pcoplcs groups wcrc
' acuvc in many churchcs and commumty lcagucs and othcr orgamzattons cstabhshcd -
lvanous sports teams or. groups. In most cascs thcsc youth groups were part of a . S

- nauonal or mtcrnanonal organtzanon and followcd the same programs and had thc |

samc goals as youth groups throughout Canada, thc Umted States and Bntaln '
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| then the husband and the desxrabtltty of pre-mantal chasttty 1 Whtle Chadwxck had
some tdea ofa developmental psychology of male adolescence whrch he saw as: |
.. havtng a base in sctence no counter-part was offered for femal /s/and\as has been
mdtcated the problem of the girl”’ was seen only in terms ol morality Thts |
: ‘.btfurcanon between what was understood as a normal adolescence for boys as
- opposed o, grrls had stgmﬁcant ramrﬁcauons for the ways in whxch young males and

.females were treated

R | § Chadwxclt s 1deas about adolescence seem sunphsnc rt must be
‘remembered that the soctal sctences. from which most of our Current theory is
drawn, were sttll in thetr infancy Furthermore m a crty which was, in tmportam
| senses, still a frontter comdlumty composed of people from élsewhere, citizens |
| eschewed theory for the more pracucal approach of “getung things done 'l‘hrs
) was evtdenced m a concem for the more pragmauc aspects of what they termed

 “the boy and girl problem and practlcal work in areas such as youth groups and '

} the _]uvcmle court system A closer examlnanon of some of these acttvmes and the

- ways ln whtch they ‘were rauonahwd and jusnﬁed wxll provtde a more completc ‘
ptcture of what adults thought youth was all about. o " | |

’ Edmonton th the l920$ had a full complement of youth groups espectally

o church-sponsored ones. Boy Scout and Gtrl Gmde troops were found throughout .

| ." .;.the cnty. the Ca'hadtan Gifls in 'I‘ratmng were acttve, the. Y. MCA and the

N “Y W C.A sponsored boys and girls clubs respecuvely. young peoples groups were
.acuve m many churches and commumty leagues and other orgamzauons estabhshed

“ : f vanous sports teams ot groups. ln most cases these youth gmups were pan of a

- nauonal or mtemauonal orgamzauon and followed the same programs and had the

same goals as youth groups throughout Canada, the Umted States and Bntam

'I

o T i Ve
A

L f



| , | , 18

Whtle the records of youth groups in Edmonton arc at best spotty. a fatrly o

,good mdtcauon of how boys work and to a lesser cxtent gtrls work was -

undcrstood and tmplemcnted in Edmonton can be gleaned from the sources The N

. most complete outlme of the purposc and practlce of boys’ work as lt was.

| cxplamed to adults, is found in the pages of the Westem Catholtc where the role of

Edmonton s nghts of Columbus is wcll-descnbcd aspart of the broader covcragev

gtven the boys work of the Roman Fathohc Church in North Amcnca The |

mvolvement of this church in the work of youth' groups llke Boy Scouts is |

“ parucularly srgmﬁcant since it, of all the maJnstream Chnsttan churches most

,; constantly emphastzed the key role and responstbtltty of parcnts m the educatxon '

and preparauon of youths for ltfe By the 19205 however Roman Catholtc leaders

- were agroetng that the condmons of an urbanwed and tndusmahzed modern socnér;

‘ made parental supervrsxon especrally paternal supervrsron an mcreasmgly rare

| event and they were whole—heartedly recommendmg boys group as a method to ﬁll

the gap left by the mabthty or unwrllmgness of parcnts to supemse teen- agers P
The main Canadran spokesperson for thls work was Brother Bamabas who at |

.‘ -various times, was vice- presrdent of thc Canadlan Counctl on Chtld Welfare,

: mtemauonal Boy Scout leader and secretary of the nghts of Columbus Boy ere

- Bureau He wsrted Edmonton on scveral occastons and spoke to many groups -

' 'Iab0ut the ways m which youth work should be handled In parttcular he spent ume Y
"talkmg to the .nghts of Columbus both from an educauonal and mouvauonal B
L He hke many of hts soctal reform ortcnted colleagues adapted and
pulanzed G Stanley Hall s tdcas about adolescence by presenung them in a way

L _whtch was useful m Jusufymg mvolvement in. boys work Ltke Chadwrck, Brother

o ;'Bamabas emphasxzed the lmPortance of the agcs twelve to ﬂxhweﬂ m an “““g‘“g |
B "developmental model wlnch 1solated tlus P°“°d °f hf° as the key one in Ch

,Vvv B



- formanon In a parucularly Canadran analogy. he hkened the boy to, Nxagara Falls

&

a6

andnoted " - .' R

_‘ The wmd wrll blow and the water wrll dash along, do what we wrll '
. But'the wind: whtch plays havoc in the garden turns the windmill 8 ‘
' ,mdustnously. and the power of the water which upsets the boat may be
: ‘harnessed to run an engme ‘The boy’s restless enﬁgy. if dlrected may
" be. gurded to useful pursmt and wholesome rdeals TR .

He went on to argue that where once the boys had received the necessary gurdance.

. at home modern condmons of urbamzatron and mdustnahzauon and the resultant

" complexxty of hfe mrlttated agafnst parents bemg able to provrde full- trme

‘ "supervrsron of thexr offsprmg Furthermore smce low wages had dnven men out of
| the teachmg professron, leavmg only women in the classroom 'boys were dented
strong male models in school, too The time had come, Brother Bamabas | ‘
o suggested for the developrnent oﬁ a progmm of drrected acuvrty for all boys during

their letsure t1me and for the professronal trarmng ‘of men who' would take on the

. 'estabhshment and running: of such programs

The case for this method of attack was. rnade on the grounds that boys, even ‘

-those attendmg school had etght hom‘s of. lelsure time each day dunng whxch therr

“ future lxves would be made or broken Given the vrew that teen-aged males had

) natural needs for the compamonshrp of thetr own hnd and for heroes to worshrp, it

- seemed approprlate to suggest the estabhshment of a cadre of young, educated adult h

o ‘»'males thh high mora] standards to provrde role models and lcadershtp for younger ;

L ) males and 10 organize and manage the volunteers engaged in boys work programs s

."rhe goal ofall tlus was, ofco

BN .' oonly the character of the boys but through thcm‘ “thc character °f the W"ﬂd

3 tO w,,ls ,"‘.:'-;

prevent dehnquent behavrom' and 0 burld not o
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. So senously dld the nghts of Columbus in North Amenca take the task of .
"“boyology ‘the study and gutdance of boy ltfe that a two-year M A program m | |
“ Boy Guidance was estabhshed at Notre Dame Unlversity with the ﬁrst class .
graduaung in 1926 One of the membcrs of that class was Cynl Burchell of
) Edmonton who had been sponsored by the local nghts of Columbus and who was .
| ‘expected to return o Albena to pracuse his new ”professton as a boy. workcr
| Hls traimng had mcluded a year devoted to foundanonal work in the ltberal arts
‘wrth a specxal emphasts on the psychology of adolescence and /a course enntled -

’l'he Pnnctples and Theory of, Boy Work” In this course '

every phase of boy actmty is studted ln xts htstory in its - ,
development and in'its éveryday practice, in order that the students
- when placed in the actual working field. may- evolve the best.procedures
de&enﬂmg on the cxrcumstances in whtch they find themselves

Durmg the summer semester students spent two weeks studymg the Boy Scout

i

o "'program and woodcraft and six weeks workmg in boys camps S o I
| The second year of the graduate program stressed the/ adnumstrauon of boys ‘l‘“

| ” | work and mcluded a compulsory pracncum and the prepm;allon of a- thests on some:" ‘
T ‘pracucal aspect of boys work. At the end of this penbd o professxonal

| preparauon it Was expected that graduates would be ready t work not only m

o boys clubs commumty centres and the Boy Scout moveme, t but as _]uvenile court
probauon oﬂicers, camp dxrectors and counsellors diréctors “f mumcipal recreauon |

| departments playground supemsors and recreauonal oﬂicers 'or large mdustnal L

o “”A;concerns

. ' taken up by
| Cynl Burchell on h1s return to Bdmonton though 1t is clear that\the nghts of

A ‘I Columbus, who had sponsored Bunchell contmually put moSt of \
| orgamzmg and mamtatmng Boy Scout troops and that Burchell_assxswd thh tlus

Unfonunatol‘y the sources are s1lent on the nature of the :

thetr efforts tnto

,,,,,,,,

: ;y work dunng hts summer pracucum betweeu the ﬁrst and second yv' ‘ of hls - . .‘ ‘
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u'agnng ! There is'no wnttcn evxdence to suggest that Edmonton s Roman Cathohc
: commumty was uncomfortable w1th its mvolvcment w1th a youth group that”
‘,ongmated in the 1mpenal sennments of Lord Baden Powell though the 1mpllc1t ‘ | ?
‘mxhtansm and the Enghsh tonie of the Boy Scout movement must have troubled at’
least some Franco—Albenar}é 'l'he attempts to establtsh the Columbtan Squires, the
youth wmg of the nghts of Columbus, in Edmonton mtght however be seen'as
chdence ,‘that the Boy. Scout alternative was not favoured by all Roman ,Cathohc |

| .
[y

Roman Cathohc Boy Soout troops hke all ot.hers engaged in those acuvmes
. now closely tdenttﬁed with scouung, acnvmes whlch emphasmed the outdoor hfe
games playmg, woodsmanshxp and othcr aneas deslgned to uuhze what was seen as<
: the prumuve urges of boys for acuon and excttement From the lofty hctghts of
7 Brother Bamabas conwcuon that the very survxval of a cmhzed world depended on .
" the proper supemsxon and gutdance of adolescent males by untverstty—educated o
“ | o fessmnals to the tnﬁmg mundamty of knot—tymg and occasronal camp-outs isa |
| dxstant‘e that 1llustrates only too well the gap between the 1deology and the pracncc
“‘”ofboys work. L .‘ o . | '
| | . That tlns gap was not as wnde in glrls work isa reﬂecuon of the more lmuted
: role assxgned to women in Canadlan socnety in the 1920s The comparauvely o
| 'under~developed and cenamly m“ost often unstated psychology of female e
: adolescence, the emphasls on keepmg young women chaste and the v1ew that all
| . ’, glrls wete desuned to be wwes and mothets meant that ; groups for young females ‘
| ' ;:' ,'f”»,tended o focus on keeptng thetr members occupted thh tasks smted to u'ammg the
B / next generauon of housewxves, mothers and church and socxal servxce volunteers e E

L ',For exatnple, while the ax;n of the erl thdes was the development of good

' . ‘v"-:'cmzenship, it Was cmzenshxp deﬁned as. teachmg guls “semees useful to the pubhc S
o ‘7_, : and handxcrafts ugful to themselves, pmmoung theu' physxcal development; makmg .




o g Canadtan Cnrls m 'Il'atmng (C G I T ) were stncdy a Protestant group Its objecnves ; S f :

| V. L conunued to tram gu'ls for motherhood, tt also concemed ttself thh teachtng
L "}pohucal ctttzenshxp and asked gtrls to legrn about the Canadtan gwemment,

them capable of keeptng good homes and of bnngmg up good cluldren R RN
&'lus made the Girl Gutdes a suitable female counter-part to the Boy Scouts '
for the Roman Catholtc Church smce the stated goals of that orgamzauon ‘

appropnately matched the wston of women’s existence whtch Edmonton .
_Archbtshop outlmed in 1923 - . |
| A -woman should be like the sun,, sheddmg warmth and brightness o .
everywhere. The sun beautifies the carth, gives to the fruits their varied - TR
‘hues, and causes the little birds to sing. So-should a woman fill her T
' liome with'joy_and happiness and make her influence felt by all with
whom she comes in contact: All this she can: preparc todo'by - ..
cultivating her mind, acquiring habits Ls)f thrift, developmg her talents "
.\ and thu%‘produce the ﬂowers and fruits of ktnd words and good o
ctions.” _ - O

| Whtle the nghts of Columbus were busrly engaged in boys work through
the Boy Scouts thc Catholtc Women s League was betng urged to estabhsh Gtrl

| Gutde compames *‘for the general welfare of the Catholtc womanhood of o

Canada” Gtrl Gutdes it was, satd, would ‘help solve the “tremendous problem i m

I [y

4he safe—guandmg and protecnng of + young gtrls in the preservatton »of thetr Chnstxan ' ;
Fmth and Morahty 2 More specrﬂcally, adults were bemg encouraged to A

..assume the responsxbthtes of helpmg these younger cmzens develop a
, 'sound mtnd in a sound body, and asstst them in every way to face life

vknowledge of the usual arts of home-maktng, handtcraft hygtene. and a"
- careful development of the instinicts which-are natural to childhood, but'.

whach must be develop%l or repressed as the. case may be by prudence

and lov1ng supemsmn ' , Lo ‘

L wa the Gtrl Gutdes were seen as a non-denommauonal youth group, the o

o were somewhat less t;radmonal than those of g)e Gu'l Gutdes for whtle the CG. IT

P ,u\
Lo
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,‘ B ‘know what mjustxces prevatl and should be taught to feel responsrble for the - . o _
| happtness and well -being of all thetr fellow cmzens leaders were told. %ﬂml\
e 3 feminists Were concetvably in the makmg here.”’ The CGIT. encouraged its B '
‘lmembers in what was called “a quest for the four—fold hfe’”—the development of
- the phystcal mtellectual spmtual and soc1a1 spheres of life embodied i in the mottoes
"‘chensh health" “seek truth”’, “lmow God” and “serve others” N '
‘ How these objecnves were actually tmplemented can be seen in the 1921- 23 |
' mmute books of one C G. TT group in Edmontorr which was affiliated thh the -
‘ _McDougall Women s Mtsstonary Socrety Thts group, the‘ “Alberta Vtstas” had an
attendance rate whlch vaned from ﬁve to twelve gtrls Over the course of two"
'”years the gn'ls took first a1d lessons, debated the topic “Resolve[d] that the factory
‘ ‘system lS ‘more bene.ﬁctal t0 both thie manufactorure [sic] and tndmdual than the L
‘Domesuc system”, studted the life of Bliss Carman and read some of his poems
" made toy furmtune for chlldren in hospttal planned a “physwal mght” of bed-
malung, changmg sheets and bathtng pat1ents but had a skattng party mstead gave
unpromptu speeches, engziged in Btble study thr'ough readmg “vaes Worth '.
_ Livmg" a descnpuon of the fnendshlp of Mary, Martha and Jesus explored the
hves of hymn wnters and how hymns came to be written, Jotned other CG.IT.
, »'groups for a talk on “The Growmg of Bulbs” by Mr Markham of Walte"r-.‘
Ramsey s Floral Company, grew bulbs to gtve to hospttals and decorate the church
g :attended the ctty rally of all C.G L T groups heard a woman tmssmnary taﬁc about - :‘ L
~“her work, made a qmlt, gathered donattons for Chnstmas glfts and for a mother of -
s u;.etght fmm a rural area who wrote askmg for clothes, read favourxte Brble verses to f R
| L one anothe:, dxscussed dress speech readmg and the use of slang, saw mov1cs of
S mtsstonary work, sewed, read secnons fmm the 1922 mlssmnary report of the RETI
. ;;chumh and talked about a section from “Canadtan erls IdeaJs."” Their. leader c

g “?was cLearly trying 'to"bmldvon the four-fold concept of hfe and consctentxously G
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. organized a Wtde range of acnvmes for the gtrls in her care. | R o L
thle some poups ﬂounshed for a tJme in the end most youth groups had a | ‘

“ transxtory or unstable exrstence Thls was partly because fonnal youth groups such

“as the Boy Scouts and Gll'l Guide were organwed and led by adults most of whom “

" were volunteers alrd the contmued exxstence of each group thus depended to a large “
extenit on 1 the dedtcanon commitment and sustamed interest of those adult leaders »
’In rcaltty, adult mvolvement was often of a temporary naturc as the many commcnts

"in church bulletins and rcports tndtcate and all too frequently the burden of

’ :‘ | orgamzmg acuvmcs fell on the shouldérs of a handﬁll of already over-extended

though dedtcated church workers The result of th1s was that the. attcnuon gtven to |

the work viith tecn-agcrs tended to ebb and ﬂow a mrcumstance Wthh nught

suggest that ultlmatcly adults in general were not as concemed as a select few

“ were wrth supervrsmg and controlhng youth s lctsure ume Yet another mdlcation

A,s-\

+

of thc low commitment to youth work can’ be found in the fact that even'in. caSes
| .whcre full-time youth workers were employed thetr job secunty was $0 low that
. thcy did not know from month to month whether ‘the would actually be workmg | |
. with youths The only real excepnon can be found in the contmumg work of the .
’paldstaffoftheYMCA andtheYWCA ”'“f -
Annual reports of vanous churches whlch assumed responstbtltty for most of |
; the«work with young people tndxcate that membershtp m youth groups ﬂuctuated o
‘s some consxderable degree from year to year Because the stausucs are very spotty
.'and mcomplete 1t 1s unposstb to calculate how many teen-agers belonged to an
orgamzauon of any sort at anf ngen pomt in the 19203 However, it seems |
| ' 'unhkely that a major pbrtton of the approrumately 7 000 teen-agers in 1921 orthe ..
12, 000 in- 1931 were acuve and connnutng parnctpants m any adult-supemsed o o
_ ryouth group since those records wluch do remam show very small membershlps
‘ "usually in the range of from ﬁve to twenty-ﬁve | "



The lumted tmpact of youth work can be ilustrated by loolcmg at the 1929 o

‘Report of the Bdmoni‘on District Gtrl ‘Guides. In that year there were only 223

: age range avallable for mcmbershtp Even smallcr is the number of gtrls who : |

. quahfied for badges and tf thts ts any measure of acttve mvolvernent only Stxty

girls can be sO counted. Comparable ﬁgures for the: Boy Scouts canniot be. fOund

\ for Edmonton though in 1929 there were 4 700 boys regtstered in Boy Scouts - |
‘ throughout the provmce of Alberta but only 819 badges were earned Durmg the
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‘. Gutdes 30 Rangers and 141 Browmes regtstered throughout the dlstl'lCL Thls is
‘ an exu'emely small percentage of the total female populauon whtch fell thhm the R

19208 the. Edmonton Y.M. C. A. clatmed between 400 and 500 boy membets a year L

many of whom took gym and sw1mm1ng classes but few of whon‘nrolled in Btble

“lasses.” lt seems ltkely that, whtle the rhetonc of adolescence argued for the :

B constant and thorough supemston of teen agers by responsrble adults, the reahty

Ly was qutte dtfferent.

As has already been noted, the lack of a strong ﬁt between theory and pracuce

‘was pqrtly due to the unwﬂhngness or mabtltty of adults'to voluntanly serve as

' leaders for youth groups. There is, however, another tmportant conmderauon Whlch
o must be taken 1nto account in u-ylng to understand the fatlure to translate dt
I, tdeology of boys and glrls work tnto pracnce Soctal htstonans of labour and

I women have demonstrated the value of v1ew1ng all human bemgs as acuve creators

w 1”1‘3 'I'he evrdence in Edmonton pomts qutte clearly to the concluston that boys
E and girls made conScrous dectsxons abOut thetr mvolvement in youth groups., For
- example, when youth groups sponsored soctal events such as dances, attendance was
iy ‘, much htgher than lt was for lectures on charactcr formatlon and planned ac“"lms

v of thetr osvn history and thts ts a method which should be extended to youths as f

|
t

: L such as week-long summer campmg trtps to lakes outsrde the ctty attracted far more -
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‘of all adult—sponsorcd acnvmcs wctc thc orgamwd sports tcams phystcal educauon
"“'classcs and thc mxlttary cadcts Thc bascball baskctball and hockcy teams, the "
‘ gymnastlcs and swtmmmg classcs and the ctidets obvxously offered young malcs,

: cspecrally, somcthmg they wanted and so thcy chosc to parttctpatc tn largc numbcrs.\

R For cxamplc the McDougall Mcthodtst Church rcached 2, 000 boys through its

bascball clubs but only 800 ever attcndcd‘Sunday School and that ‘on an trrcgular

| basxs Stausucs from the Y M.C. A. tell a similar story. In 1921, of the 425 boy

members, 200 took gym classes and 20 cnrollod in Biblo-study. ‘In 1926, of the, 397

o
L™

= "VSChOOIS and "h‘m“” Thesc grOUPS. n wils 'sugse
o k labour movcmcm and fa‘l’d t° deal “WIth the rcal Pl'Oblcm facmg thaworld today. LT

‘mtcnded outcomcs w1th actual oncs

, ' boy mcmbcrs agcd 12 to 17 ctghtecn attcnded the lccturcs and talks given and 39

attcndcd Btblc classcs In l928 the staff ,at thc Y.M. C A. stopped rcportmg

enrolmcnts in Blblc study classes possxbly bocausc the stausncs were so P

- dis ouragtng or bccause such classcs were dlscontmuod through laclt of pamcxpant

'mtcrest Thc Y w.C. A. found that gtrls were attracwd ,to' sw1mmtng and gym '

classes, too and also gathcred at the butldmg for purposcs of fncndshtp and

. camaradcnc ’I'he local ncwspapcrs record large attcndanccs of youths at spc s

b programs and fzurs of all sorts in dtroct contraSt to the much smallcr cnrolmcnts of
-‘tccn -agers in orgamzed youth groups It appcars that young pcoplc 51mply rcsrstcd

y many acnvmcs designed for lhclr moral upltft and hlstonans who uncnncally acccpt

"‘cnrolmcnt ﬁ,gures provrded by adult lcadcrs as cvtdcncc that youth gmups were -

successful in tnculcanng moral stanaards and promulganng thctr world views nught

- 'be mxsmterpreung the. expcnenccs and mouvcs of young pcoplc and confusmg—

,{“" ' O N

Anothcr dirnensxon of rcsxstancc 1s worth nonng as wcll Somc workmg class-" '

‘parcnts whtlc clcarly agroemg that young peoplc needcd planned acnvxncs dunng
- Ithetr letsure tnnc werc cnucal of extsnn 1) outh groups organmd through the

" turned thc young agamst thc S
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that of bringing about a new social order....”"  In order to counteract the jnfluence

&

of otﬁcr youth groups, the high schools and the university, Isabel ngwood vif:c;-‘
president of the Labor Women’s Social and Economic Oohfcrcncé, organized an
a}tcmativc__goup designed to cater to youths aged eighteen to Itwcnty-s;ix. That
pcrsohs'as old as twenty-six were still considered “youths"' is an interesting

comment on the contmumg strength of more traditional concepts of age- gmupmg

. among some segments of the population, However, orgamzauonal cfforts of thc

labour movement were also conccntratcd on this older group because its mcmbcrs

wc’r‘c%cxpectcd to be out in the work-force and away from the influence of the anti- |
% S ~ |
labour bias of schools and youth groups. More Speciﬁcally, Ringwood felt that

tecn-agers could not be cxpcctcd to interest thcmsclvcs in serious mattcrs bccause of
( v
the type of llvcs thcy were “forCed to lead’’, lives which shc must havc seen as

’
4

cmpty and fnvolous
The youth group cstablnshed by ngwood in 1929 sought to msnl a more ;
socxa.lly conscious note into youthful lives by organizing activities such as dqpatcs <

on topxcs like ‘‘Is a War of Aggression Evcr Jusnﬁablc?" and *‘Is Modern

Machinery the Most Potcnt Cause of Uncmploymem?" discussions of works Q' Zg

- Jack London, Upton Sinclair, Frank Anstey, Georgc Bernard Shaw and Edward

H

Bcllamy. a dramanc prcscntanon by the “Lmlc Theatre Players’’ of Elmer Rxce s
"““The Addmg Machme and a visit to the Albcrta chxslaturc though this last
cxpcncnce }mwed to be so unenhvcmng that it was not repcatcd Dcspltc ‘
ngwooﬁ interest and cfforts, however, thls altcrnanvc youth group does not
appear to have expencnced any great success and no mention of its cx13té?ncc after

1930 has been found. °

. N ‘ I
White not- all workmg class pancms took ngwood S approach to orgamzmg o

youth thcte is a hmt of a mher dlffcrent, more tradmonal approach to be seen in

commjmny leagues such as thc one m Norwood Whlch contraSts with thc more

,.',-f“;'..ﬂ ; o
\- . : ‘ . v .
. . T o ) - X . o a
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o ‘samplc 661 students. includod 432 studcnts from the McKay Avcnuc, Quccn L)

: graduatc smdcnt complctmg a Mastcr of Arts dcgred in psychology Hxs total
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structured and supervised approach of the essentially mxddlc class adult sponson:d ——
youth group Many commumty lcagucs had teen groups Wll.hlf{ them-but the young ‘
organized and implemented their own programs That is, (hcy were ngcn rclauvo .
freedom within a broadcr framework that allowed adults to supchlsc ina * gcntlcr
way’’ reminiscent of the natural supervision that would occur when age-mlxod
groups congregated in village squares or at corhmunity fostivals and cclcbrpdons in
an carlier period of histopy. Thcsc were the same community league groups that
wanted their childrcn to stay within the district for grade nine not bocqusc tpcy had
any. notion of developigg idéas aboul the age-grading ano schooling of adolescents

but bccausc they wanted thclr young to be within a nctghbourhood where pcoplc

"“**looked out for one anothcr

If adult-organized and supcrv1scd youth groups wcrc-lcss than totaily

succcssful in attmcung the attcnnon of continuously large numbers of teen- -agers,
other areas of recreational acnvxty dld not suffcr the same fate, The popularity of
sports events and teams, phys1cal education classcs and danccs has alrcady bccn |

mentioned. But one other lctsurc time acuvﬂy was taklng Edmonton’s teen-agers by

storm in the 1920s and causing many adults a great deal of worry at the sam_c time.

Movies became a major factor in the lives of large numbers of tccn-agors. Jean C.

" well-remembers the warm June night he took a girl to see “Svcngali.” and stayed .

out untl 1 A, M an cxpcncncc which lllustratcs both how' ‘dating was bccormng

linked to movxc-gomg and why adults xmght have scnous rcscrvauons about the

’neganve mﬂucnccs of thls new form of mass entertainment.

Thc imiportance of mowc-gomg as a lclsurc nmc activity for teen- agcrs is

!

conﬁrmed by a 1933 study of that topic oonducted in Edmonton and Calgary bya

' Avenuc Ruthcrford, Wcstmount, Eastwood High, and Strathcona ngh schoo sin’", =

s

Sp—



'Bdmonton and suryeyed students in grades six to ten' 'and ranging m avcrage agcv
‘ fmm 12 to l6 Of the total sample 36.4% attended movies once a week and

anothcr 9. l% of the boys and 8.8% of the girls attcnded more than once a week,

126 -

An additional 20, 7% of the boys and 17.6% of the gtrls saw mov:cs at least twice a -

month Mov1cs were clearly an-important amusement for the young, When askcd
to tdcnttfy rcasons why they did- norgo to movies even more often; teen- -agers
tdennﬁed lack of moncy and lack of t1mc as the most significant factors The

‘ majoﬁty of young peop ent to the mov1cs w1th fncnds of the same sex, though

| attcndance thh stblmg also common and many boys (but not gtrls) went
alonc Most of the young made thctr own choices about what movies they would

3 attcnd although gtrls were a ltttle more closely supcmsed than boys in the sclecuon

~process Funhcr gcndcr differenuauon can be seen in the types of movies prcfcrrcd

with boys showmg an approcxauon for war ptctures and movtes mvolvmg atrplancs o

’ boats trams, cars and motorcyclcs and girls ltkmg love stories and shows about

: chtldren Whtle 56% of the teens rcspozﬂmg to the quesuonnam: thought the

'movies taught thcm “‘to be honorable and do nght” 23.6% of the boys and 15.2% .

of the gtrls felt movtcs taught thcm how to do wrong but not get caught

lt was proctsely thxs last view that was shared by many adults cngagod in

ert a. bad tnﬂuencc on the young because they showod them a range of 1mmoral

, pract{ces mcludmg gangstensm, adultery and stnokmg and made those practices

\_ltgg,isocxal scrv1ce work and church work. | 'l'hcy were convmccd that mov1cs ; _?

L scem attracnve _kl%mes jotned and thcn excceded cheap literature and the -

vaude\nlle stage as cntertamment forms to be soundly condemned and movxe

o censorshtp became a’ hot 1ssue in Bdmonton as elsewhem

The debate over m0v1e censorslup assumed mcreased urgency as adults tncd o

3 | to undcrstand why teen-agers from the well-to-do classes should tum to crtme

" "Mtddle class people could uaderstand why cluldren from poor and 1mmoral homes', Lo

‘
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" would mm\ to crlme they could not grasp why you“hg people from. good sohd o
homes would engage in vandallsm. drunken brawls thtevmg and other delmquent

]
actmties ln 1 21 rthe Social Semce Oouncnl of Alberta decxded to mvesngate lhc

case of two by ys from good homcs who \w{ere well supplied with all the necessmcs
\
t comrmtted cnmmaLacts A‘b\{msult of thetr mqmry mto the hves of

\

. these two lads Councxl members bccame convmeqd that the boys had been

of life and

| Q monvated to mrn\to anti- socral behavrour through the mﬂuence of 1 movmg plctures

R
and thexr msxdlous xmmoral propaganda” The Councxl called on the govemmem

of Alberta to censo and conmol movres and \the advemsmg for movtes in order to

\'m “ureparable damage in the moral sense’ 5', It also called

-on other groups to’ take mmllar acuon and the Edmonton Publtc School' Boagd did so

‘ protect the young ’

by passtng a motion Wthh asked the gOVemment to exercise strict ceqsorshtp to

cl’:mmate CL o L l ‘ o

;ndecencnes in- act\or speech that tend to pollute the publlc mind and
, lower the moral toné of the social order [and moving p:ctures which,
-show] incidents that tend to emulate crime and make heroes of .
‘cnmmals -to glorify vice and give respectability to immoral acts or in ST
any way ridicule or depreciate the sanctity of the hom? and the dignity
g of the law, whether a moral law.or & law of the State

The govemment reSponded 10 thts motion by pomung out that the Association of ‘
Provmcxal Motlon chmre Cen already had a szt of standards whtch they applled

o Doto all movtes shown in the prov1 cé,53 Alberta s Board of Censors condemned"

pxctures that dealt thh "whtte sla ery" seducnon of women, assaults upon women \
for 1mmoral purposes, comm0n-la mar_-rtages, adultery abomon and venereal

dxsease Ptctures that contamed ‘grue ome and dtstressmg scenes of vxolence or

ndemned. The: Board “dtsapproved" of ‘

- - scenes of gross drunkeness were also
movmg plctures wluch dealt wnh the u§ of drugs, whlch showed how crumnal acts
could be comrmtted, whxch were set in the underworld portrayed abuse towards S
cluldren or amtpals ndxculed a race, class v

I

soctal body or rellgxous group or
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dtsplayed vulgar soenes “burlesqumg morgues funerals, msane asylums, hospttals B

or houses of ill- repute Also dtsapproved were bathing scenes, lcwd and tmmodcst

dancmg, sensuous ktssmg, women in thetr mght dresses or underclothtng, vamptre
: : ot R
scenes and women in bed together “Thus, from January to Scptember in 1922, for

”” (X )

: example’ movtes were condemned - for betng too sensuous grossly suggesttve

‘
i

‘tmmoral" “‘vcry offensxve” Iand “vulgar and for portraytng a “suggesnve sex
story" "a story ofa vamptre" | “the ltfe of an tmmoral woman’’, **
clcrgymen and ‘a burlesque on missions’’ | . . | .

| The Censor Board felt that it was: protecttng the young from tmproper and

‘ unmoral mov1es but as s Jones has shown the debate on movie ccnsorshtp connnued

throughout the l920s hme commumty elements argutng thtit the appltcattcn of v‘ o

{

standards was 100, ltberal and others argutng that it was ,too restrtcttve Young

a burlcsque on ‘;

peoPle, howevcr conttnued to attend thq tnowes in: large numbcrs an mdxcanon that S

commercrahzed mass culture was malung an nhpact on teen-agers and helpmg to

create the unage of wpat socrolongts call the youth sub-culture

If the teen-agers tnterest in movtes and danctng ratsed the ire of adults so, .

-too, did certatn other acttvmes. Complamts were tssued about hockey playmg on

Sunday and about bands playmg for the Sunday afternoon skaters. a practtce

whtch was satd to keep the young from chunch Adults cnucmed teen-agcrs for‘ o

A

spendtng too much time' on sports and on other “dtstracttons” and not enough on :

i studytng Edmonton expenenced somethmg of the “Jazz age” and»teen-age gtrls,' .

tn parttcular, wcre the subJeCt of adult condemnattons because of thetr hatr styles e

B and manner of dress Jean C remembers that “gtrls dressed very tmpracncally in .

short slnrts, etc ” and theteby caused young men ltke lnmself to often be tn a state K

of sexual arousal . He also noted that young men “needed a car to ‘miake it w1th |

o L ;'gtrl ’}"fl and thtssuggests that the motorcarhadstartedto become the now _ :

o ubtqmtous escape from adult supemston of eournng and sexual acnvmes .

f ‘q"‘.x ‘
A e
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| Of course, thc oldcr gcncrauon has always cnuctzed the youngcr onec and
accused it of a wide: rangc of crimes, from slothfulncss through stuptdtty to,

- mmomhty At the same time, youths havc becn seen as thc hope of thc fmurc as

. the source: of cultural connnulty Adult Edmontonians carned on this tradmon of

o ambxvalcncc for while a dtstmct strand of fcar about what the young were commg

to runs throughout thc hlstoncal cwdcncc so too, is thcre a sense. of optmusm that, L
thc future could bc madc bcttcr by youths who were. wcll-cducatcd and tratncd in 1

| nght hvmg . It was to thxs latter purpose that many adults appltcd themselves in

scckmg to over-see thc lc1surc ume of teen- agcrs Through their work thcsc adults“ \ . .,

‘both pubhctzod new 1dcas about adolcsccncc and attcmpted to cstabllsh and control ’ I
"‘standards of bchavrour In the ﬁrst task thcy achtcved some success but in the

. ‘sccond thcy met rcsmtancc from tccn agcrs found mdxffcn:nce from many othcr

adults and faced snff competmon from mass-markcwd forms of cntcrtmnmcnt such

as movies and spcctator sports
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L Hyg:ene (Ncw York D: Applcton and Company, 1904) : '

"AR, 1911 p. 8.
AR, 1912 p. 22 ¥
AR, 1913, P 30 | -
AR, 1912, p. 39 i '_
| "Sec Dyhouse, Girls Growzng Up, pp 115-138 for an mteresnng dxscussmn of U

e "‘ 1dcas abont the dlffcrences in male and femalc adolcscencc

2’l‘echmquc as. opposed 0 content or argumcnts about “just gcttmg the jOb . L

donc ‘are common among child welfare pracnoncrs and among classroom tcachcrs A

T See, for example. AR, 1909; 1911-1919..

. A bnef summary of exlstmg youth groups can be found in Bctke, “Thc
‘ Devclopment of Urban Community™. . Both the Edmonton Journal and the -
i Edmonton Bulletm camed numerous rcports of the acnvmcs of a w1dc rangc of

’ .el‘ SRR
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Scc for examplc, Spnnghall l’outh Emplre and Soczery. Cavallo Muscles o
and Morals; Macleod, Building Character; McKee, “Voluntary Youth
. Orgamzauons - Pedersen, **‘Keeping Our Good Gulsﬂood Mnchmson “Thc
- Y.W.CA; Prang, **“The Girl God Would Have Me Bc”'\)i |

]

L Thcsc views are cxprcssed in cdltonals and syn"ch'catcd arucles throughout -
thc 1921 1931 pcnod in the Western Carholzc . ‘

6Western Catholtc 16 Octobcr 1924 P. 4 and 25 Junc 1924 p 5

. “Boy Guxdanco—’l‘hc Ncw Profcss:on ” Westem Catholzc 25 Junc l925
' p-3. ‘ :
Ibld p 6

‘ »

Western Ca:holtc, 15 July 1926 p 1 7
’ L lbld. 31 July 1924 p 1.

L Scc, for example, “nghts Columbus Complctc Cours‘ in Boy Scout
Wor ” Western Catholxc 9 Apnl 1925 ppa 1 and 5 ~

“Thc Columblan Sqmrcs,” Western Catholtc, 20 Octobcr l927 p. 4

Zpublic Archxves of. Canada (hcrcaftcr PAC) Glrl Gmdes. MG I 290 Acc. -

83/076 Box 1, Orgamzanon and Rulcs of the- Canadxan Councxl Girl Gmdcs ,

Assoclauon . . o

e | . PAA Sisters, Fanhful Compamons of Jcsus Papcrs GA M1395 Fxle 31
s ‘.Annals,1923 o N

“[f_' “ ' .' | Western Catholzc 10 July 1920 p 8 |
e ”Ibld 24 March 1927 p 7 j ‘5 o | @
PAC'YWCA Fﬂcs MG 28 I193 vol 40 "Cltlzcnshlp" -;‘ \‘

Nauonal Glﬂs Work Board, Canadtan Gtrls m Trammg A Boolc far ER :
j{Leaders (Toronto Rycr%on Press, 1922),p39 B TR ‘
S *‘O“ matemal fexmmsm see Lmda Kealey. ed. A Not Unreasonable Cla:mk"') e v
‘Women ‘and Reform in Canada; 1880s-to 1920s.(Toronto:, The: ‘Women’s Press,” - AR
- 1979), esvecmlly the introduction; Prang, t*The Girl God ‘Would Havc Me Be"’_.;,: e
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Nanonal Gtrls Work Board, Canadian Gtrls in T?azning, p- 18 e

v ”PAA United Church Records. Acc. 5. 387, Box UC100; 657/108 Mmutes
. 1921 1923 Bdmonton McDougaIl w M.S. CG.LT. Alia. Vistas |

YFor example. see PAA Anghcan Church- All Samts Pro- Cathedral Acc.

‘76 48, Bd. 15/68, **Annual Report (1931) where it is reported that for the first ‘
time in-eight years the Parents’ Assocxanon of the Guides, Rovers, Scouts, Brownies:

and Cubs was ‘able to elect *‘a real live Execunve” 'See also Western Cathaltc 30 7 ‘

. September 1926 p. 8; PAA, ‘United Church: Records, Acc. 75,387, Box UC100 -
- 657/132, ‘Minutes of Executive Meetmg of McDougall Umted Church 6 January
~ 1929-and UC656/16, **Thirtieth Annual Report, Knox Presbyterian Church, 1923°"
and “'l'turty-ﬁfth Annual Report, Knox Presbytenan Church '1928’’. This last
report notes that leaders of youth groups did not get the co-operatmn of many of the
, parents or'church members and oﬂicers asa whole e . _

PAA Umted Church Records, Acc 75 387 Box UC9s; File 657/12 There ‘
, ‘are severnl examples of youth workers bemg employed for six month or one year ,
‘ ”_PAA_', ‘-Edmonton'Dis'u’ict Girl Guides, Acc. 6873, File 68, “Report 1929,
‘W. “i36Ibid' , ""‘ ! : “ v ‘,,“‘ ‘.‘ 'r N ‘ ,' “" ': “,‘ . “‘.\“,' |
PAC Boy Scout Records MG 28 I 73 (Mlcroﬁlm #C—l3940) Boy Scout
Annual Reports 1915 1945 ‘ o

eyt

PAC, Y. MCA Records MG 28 I95 vol 245 Yearbooks

That'* people acnvely create therr own htstory is: now a well~recogmzed factor

. "m ‘soclal historical writing and has led to a revision of interpretations which show. "\ .
R hxstoncal actors such as women or members of ‘the workmg class solely as vxctlms.-.» :

L See, for example, Humphnes, Hooltgans or Rebels? .;’:5 a

R ‘°PAA Umted Church Recards, Acé: 75387, Box UCIOO 657/100, Mlnutes{' Co
B McDougall Methodrst Church Sunday School-l6 May 1921 Annual Meeung BT

:‘A "

PAC, Y. M.C A Records, MG 28 I 198 vol 245 Yearbooks

i‘_‘;?pAc, YWC.A Records, MG 28, 1 198, vl 40,1

,"Orgamzauons", Kett. Rites of Passge all clmm that youth groups had growmg

®brang, *““The Girl God Would Have Me Be'™; McKee,' “Voluntary Youth R



“Alberta Labour News, 31 May 1930, p.2. o
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Ibid.
* “nterview withi Edith S., 12 Novémber 1981; Minutes of the EPSB, 18 =~
‘ ‘Novcmbcr 1920, p. 2474; . 17 November 192], pp. 3266-3267; 18 January 1923, pp

4969-4970; 20 January 1927, p. 6321 illustrate'community league use of . the ..»;,-,"i ’
schools to pmwde Ph)'SICal training and gymnasncs classcs for teen- aagcrs | BREERN

Intcmew w1th Jcan C., 2 Novcmbcr 1981
, “Elliott Henry Birdsall, “A Qucstlonnmrc lnvcsugauon of thc Rcacuons of U
School Chlldren to Movmg chture Shows” (Umvcrsxty of Albcrta. M.A, thcs:s AR
‘ 1933) : v . B
Ibld '

L Davxd C. Joncs “The Rcﬂecuve Value of Mov1cs and Ocnsorshlp on
‘ ‘Intcrwar Pramc Somcty, i Pmme Qrum 10 (Fall 1985) 383 398..

c Mmutes of the EPSB 5 Fcbruary 1921 p 2654
o 2Itnd PP- 2655 2656 R ‘\ 
bed 15 February 1921 p 2684 R

o PAA Prcrmcrs Papcrs Acc. 69 289 Fllc 364, Standards of thc Assocxanpn ‘
~ of Provmcxal Movmg Plctum Censors. :

Ibld Plctm'es Condc' :

o ( by lberta Ccnsor Board Januaary lst o
- Scptcmber lst 1922 4. ' .
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Joncs ,' “Thc Reﬂ‘ '

"Minutes of the EPSB s January 1922, o 3353-3354 S
’“nm 12 January 1922 p‘p 3360-3361 . f"l " « B
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Intcnncw wnh Jcan C 2 Novcmber 1981
' 4 les of thc ambwalcncc adults fclt can bc scen—by companng, for
| cxamplc. *Social Services Conf. Held In Edmonton™’, Westérn Catholic, 17 T
- February 1927, p..6 and “‘Edmonton Crime”’ in CEA Newspapcr Clipping =~ = oo
| Collecnon ‘Acc, A77/18 Box 17, cllppmg dated 6 Novcmpcr 1930 )

L Carl Bctkc “Sports Promouon in the Wcstcm anadxan Clty Thc Examplc
- of carly Edmonton,”’ Urban sttory Rev:ew/Revue d’ iusfoxre urbaine XII (October .
1983) 47-56. ‘ : ; ‘



" CHAPTER SIX

' DEALING WITH DELINQUENT TEEN-AGERS = - S

‘In 1909 the. Alberta Legtslature passed An Act for the Protecnon of Neglected |
and Dependent Chtldren Known as The Chtldren s Protecnon Act it became t

L ﬁrst major ptece of welfare legtslauon in the new provmoe and, tn conjuncnon wuh .
. the Domtmon s Juvemle Delmquents Act ( 1908), deﬁned the legal and | |
admtmstrauve framework for both the provmce s and mumc:palmes wotk with
young people who were consxdered to be dev1ant or at least in danger of becormng
50 without state, mtervennon m their hves thlun ﬁve years of the passage of the -
Act the Ctty of Edmonton had estabhshed the, reqmstte facxhues and had a
voluntary Chlldren s Aid Soctety and a small gnoup of patd staff to undertake the
work mvolved w1th canng for dependent, neglected and dehnquent chtldren |
Furthermore, because the provmcml Department of Neglected Chtldren was housed
in Edmontokme provmcml capttal a great deal of co-operauon and over-lap
| occurred between the work of the two levels of government. : |
Because the acnvmes of the Department of Neglected Chtldren in the |

[

R | provmqyﬂ context have been studxed elsewhere and because lt 1s the spectﬁc nature L .
,1 %o}\\york w1th young people m Edmonton that ts of mterest here, the focus of thts S
chapter wﬂl be on the actual pracuces of the mumctpal soctal welfare system as tt o
dealt thh young people Unfortunately, tt ts often extremely dlﬁicult to exatmne
the 1mpact of thls sytem on teen-agers smce mOSt of them were constdered

chtldren" thhm the meamng of The Chtldren s Protection Act The 1909 Act

dcﬁned a “clnld” as \‘a boy or gn'l acmally or apparently under stxteen years of
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- . 1916 --As a, resuh, teen-agers as an age cohort are lost in most of the stansucs
‘ emanaung ﬂ'om cnher the cny or the provmce F\mhcrmorc ‘the' ﬁrst
' Supenntcndcnt of Neglected Chnldren in Albena noted ‘

The problems of dependent and delmquent chlldren are so closcly
intérwoven that they have been mgde as one as far as cucumstances wﬂl
permit m the Province of Alberta -

= In oracnce thcn, both dependem and delmqucnt “chxldrcn” fell under the jmore
‘ mcluswe term neglected and thxs usage makcs it cspecxally dxﬂicult to dctermme ” ‘
' wnh any precxsmn Just what brought young people of. any age to thc attennon of/\
0y ol authormcs For example evxdence suggests that many young wormen appeared in
,“ Lo . . the juvemle court under the charge of bemg a’ neglected chxld” cven though the B
| i “‘real”’ charge agalnst them was sexual 1mmoralxty Desplte thlS the fragmentary
.records of ;he Edmomon Juvemle court provxde one of our best msxghts into
- amtudes towards and treatment of teen-agers who denafed fmm the acceptable

7forms of behavxour estabhshed not only by the law but by thc understandmg

‘ magxstrates and thr authormes had of commumty standards, of “what was

; proper”. “. | | o
. The cases of two sxxteen year olds who appeared in Juvcmle l our
a 'g,Maglstratc Ermly Murphy in 1917 well lllustrate m;ponam aspects ‘
B which teen-agexs came to be deﬁned as devmnt and once so-dcﬁned were dcalt w1th

o by the legal and soclal servxce system ofthe cuy and provmce \hfal tR was N
| charged wuh stealmg $30 00 though tesnmony m the court suggested that hc had

\ , ,.been mvolved m vanous prevrous thefts over~ a penod of exghtccn months He hvcd‘ 3 ‘

. o | at homc wnh hls grandmother and wxdowed mother who Was employed at Ramsey s_ | ’
Depanment Sm and had. unul hls cnme was dlscovered, wOrked as a messenger | .
e :“v“.':and dehvery boy for the Remmgton Typewnter Company ata salary of $7. 00 pcr \ S
=y “ 3‘ week. Afberhcanng the _ewdenoe, Magxstmte Murphy found h1m gmlty and gave ‘
S hima nthwsemence'at the Portage La'Pram';" Reformatory the 1nsmuuon for , o
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L dehnquent boys used by Alberta in the absenoe of one of i its’ own, However ’ | | |
\Murphy suspended the sentence provrded that Walter reported weekly to a probatlon

* officer and. made full resutunon of the money he had stolen In hfs behavrour

Walter was typtcal of the young men who came to the attentlon of the authormes

~ for teen aged male deltnqucnts wcre most often: charged with theft break and entry
or vandahsm that is, they were most ltkely to be sewed on propertv nelated |

/~/ .

_ Charges. 7 » .
Smularly, Ethel T 'S case was typtcal of that of most young women, who
tended to reach court on morals charges of one sort or another Ethel specrﬁcally
B ‘appcared before Murphy because she was charged w1th bemg a neglected chtld
withm the meaning of the Chzldren s Protecnon Act of Albena" In fact it is clear
‘from the ‘court transcnpt that she was the victim of a male adult who tned to rapc
= her yet xt was her conduct and not hrs that came under scrunny On the mght of thc
| ‘ mc1dent Whlch brought her to Murphy s coun Ethel had left the home where she
: was a domestic servant ata wage of $14. 00 a month to visit a married fnend Mrs |
V who had tnvited her to a house dance. Because the dance d1d not end unnl 1 lﬁ
) | Al M Mrs V mvrted Ethel and her fnend Addre to stay the mght. After she had

: ‘.vretu'ed for the mght a male boarder at the V s entered Ethel 'S room and bed and

T attempted to force her to engage in mtercourse Under the pretext of . gemng a glass

| _ of water, Ethel managed to escape and ran to. her fnend’s bed. The man, however, -
\“foﬁowed her and got mto the bed wtth both gxrls and then vmlently tned to get nd
”,.v“of Addxe On heanng the commouon Mrs V, entered the room but reportedly did

SR *"htﬂe to protect Ethel or Addxe and m fact, encouraged Ethel to gtve in to the man

i ;l_‘:refused whereupon the man, De Witt,

’ j’and protmsed to pay her. some money mthe mormng if she dtd~ so. Ethel however, S
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took me by the fcct and he took me by the ‘arm and 160k me back to -
thcothcrroom .and he put me on the bed, and he tried to get the -,
. advantage of me, he had his underwear open and was holding it aside .
with his hand, then I fought and got him off and I went back to Addie.
¥ Then he goes and calls Lee Thomas, who-was upstairs, afd bcforc that
» - . he said he would kick my teeth down my throat, and he hit me®in the'
S eye, so he goes and calls Lee. Thomas and sayd [sic] **Come on down,
‘ we're gomg to fix thcsc gxrls but don’ (Jct hcr sdss you like lhls onc

“ has.”"" r
E(hq s*tcsnmony ends hcnc s0 it is 1mpossnblc to dctcmnnc whether unn the cnd she
L™ was actually raped: Maglstrate Murphy s response is, howcvcr all too clear for, in
making Ethel a ward ofs the Department of Ncglectcd Chxldrcn she delivered a
resounding lcctum to Ethel which Als reproduced here at spmc‘lcngth in order to
" illu.stratc ‘the feelix.lgs of at least some autl}oritics about the ways in which teen-agers

shouldbchavc BRI | . ~

Q

I think you nccd a good sound thrashmg, since you were three ycars old.
your step-mother has taken care of you [sic], She is a good, hard; ,
. working ‘christian [sic] woman, she has dressed you, vorked for you and
fed youd, and I have seen her these last months fretting and worrying
about you, and you were running. absolutely w11d and running away
from her. © . . : l

'I'hcy say a thanklcss chlld is like a serpant’s [szc] tooth, you age not
returriing your mother anything, but are Unngmg dlsgracc and shame
oupon [sic] her....Now you have got to obey me, you hay,c‘ evaded your -
. mother but you can’t get away from me. I am going to-make you a
* Ward of thg Department and that means that yoh belong to the-Court :
- instead of " your mother, and if you don’t do as they [sic] tell you, and: xf
you run around with those fast men, and with girls like Cutic Wade, "~ .-
they will lock you up. . If you are not absolutely obedient, if you,arc ,
flighty or stay out late at mght, I shall know abOut i and you wxll bc e
- locked up. . '? o

" N

While Waher R. was also sub]ectcd toa locmrc wbich made froqucnt rcfcrcncc o
thrashmgs and to filial responsibxlmcs and wmch pmmxsed that Murphy would “sce R
\hat you behave yoﬁrsclf" it cnded“nn a much softer note Rt ER R e

P Ty . s ty .
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I am going to watch you and ask" how you are getting along Take up

some of your mother’s burden and take your father's place in the
houschold and .support and take ciu'c of your mothcr Try that Walter
and, don t comc back here again,

- Among other things, thcsc two cascs‘n:-cmphasnc the point previously made
, about thc gendered naturc of thconcs of **adolescence’’ Adolescence was (and is)
' any csscnnally mascuhnc ,conqtruct that relied on imagcs of storm and stress, -
rcstlcssnomnd ccarchin‘g and sirugglcs for independence and sclf-knowlcdge As
Barbara Hudson has convmcmgly argucd itis a construct which sxgmﬁcamly
contradlcts the ‘fcrmmmty construct which is based on a dxscoursc of passivity
-and dc‘pendcnce and 0 young women gct" vc'lrymixcd messages from the adults in

v

their livcs * Girls ¢annot be “adolc's'ccnts wuhout endangering their femininity.
Ulumatcly, it means, in fact, that soc\tyﬂmgscs different standards of behaviour -
~ on'teen- aged boys and gxrls and it is thxs doublc\handard which is so wcll reflected
in Murphy S rcsponscs to Walter and Ethel. Waltcr would grow, up to be a man and
 his youthful mdlscrcnons could bc left behind. On losmg her virtuc howcvcr Ethcl
would be. marked for life and thus shc like a‘@young females had to be treated
much mofe harshly‘ had to be. controllcd much more stnngcntly ‘As the

. Supcnntcndcn( of Ncglected Children put it, glrls could losc “"all that was yaluablc
in thexr lives®* bcfore they reahzéd “the sacredncss of mwg the purity of their
‘bodxcs and of their xmnds »! Funhcrmor;, L oo

A boy who makcs a mlstakc is wclcomcd back into soclety, and thcrc is .
. rarely any dxﬂiculty in finding a good private home for him. A glrl who
~has gone wrong has lost so much that it would be difficult to rcgmn h
place in sociéty,’ even if socxety were as ready to wclcomc her as her
emng brothcr Thg fact is that she is not so welcomed :

,The Western Cathohc addcd thc obscrvanon that most young gu'ls had not hvcd
.long enqugh “to know the matnmomal markct valuc of vmuc and mnoccncc nor
the beauty ° value of n." And of coursc, as one obscrvcr no’ted, guis were trcatcd
“ fmorc harshly for scx cnmcs because&hc consequenccs of ﬂmr bchavxour wcre so

."

ar



glaringly obvious and made a sxgmﬁcam contr‘ibutioln to the social pro nlcm of
ﬂlcgmmatcbmhs oo | o L . | o
Besides hxghhghnng the differentiated definitions of dcvrancy and treatment |
accorded $o young males-and females, Murphy s loctums to both youths reveal a
%tmngly tradnkmal view of pumshmcnt In both mstanccs shc made- rcfcrcnce to the
‘ uuhty of a\‘ ‘good thrashmg a view whxch she rcxtcratcd in othcr cases, For
example, in 1921 a young woman scrvmg time in thc Fort Saskatchcwan Gaol .‘

wrote to Murphy with thc followmg ple& '

Mrs Murphy please don’t order anymorc whlppmgs for me, Sargcm
gave me such a hard whipping I shall never forget it. I have comie to
the ﬁpncluaion I have been a bad girl but will be a good girl when I got'
out. , : o , B . L
‘ This letter was signed “"With lots of love frorn your little girl Margaret P Murphy
rcphcd that shc had' not ordcred the whlppmg **but 1f you' got one, I have no doubt ‘

in the world that it.was wcll deserved as apparently you are bchavmg yoursclf ‘
bcttcr.”20 ‘ | | |
- Murphy s belief in thc cﬂicacy of corporal pumshment was not, howcver
umvcrsally shared by other Edmontomans who were engaged in workmg with ,
dchnqucnt youth chorts from thc crty s Chxldrcn s Az{xd Dcpartmcnt cmphasnc thc
| lxmponancc o reformanve rarhcr than pumuvc WOrk in the upliftmg of
chﬂdhood" " Brother Rogatian, thc Rector of St. Joscph’s Couegnmauy

: argued that oorporal pulﬁshmem was unneoessary in dcahng thh young pcOplc who |

© - after all wcre posscssed of rcason and orﬂy reqmred gmdance and control and

should not be dnven and coerwd Rev Farhcr Carlcton, an Assocxatc Judge of a
\,Juvcmle Court, argued that most so-caned dehnqucms wcre mOrc smned agamst

. - than smnmg and that an appeal 0 thcm to do nght was usually all )ﬁt was nccdcd
Lt bnng about a reform in behavxour, , Seveml othcr people mcludmg Dr

‘ Fohnsbee. Brshop Gray (who had scrved elghteen ycars as a Juvemle court ]udgc in

{'; ®

40
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Edmonton) Fteld Secretary Solway of the Alberta Boy Scouts and Secretary
Forsythe of the YM.CA's Boys Department also put forward similar views.”
| - Of course thts latter view was consrstent-wrth that‘expressed by the child

,savers and socnal reformers across North Amenca who clatmed thetr goal” was
prevenuve not punmve .lndeed from the rccords that are avatlable it is possnble

" 1o conclude that many teen- agers runmng afoul of the law in the 19205 were, in S
fact treated with understandtng and consrderanon as the followmg cases tllustrate |
Lawrence D, a young tmnugmnt 'who had been brought to Canada by the Dommton ‘ “
government as pan of a scheme to provide labour for the farms of westem
provmces had dnfted into Edmonton in 1929 after his asmgnments to farms around
'Wetaskxwm had been completed. Desptte‘trampmg the' country—stde around the ctty .
in search of farm work, work he was willing to take in exchange for room and |
board alone, he was unsuccessful in finding employment. One Saturday afternoon '

.he entered the Dominion Pool Room and tired out from wa'llting rrtlles'in search of
a job, he fell asleep. When he awoke the place was in darkness. While looktng for
something to eat, Lawrence chahced upon a tin contatmng $150. 00 He took this
money and five cakes of chocolate two of whijch he 1mmed1ately atc, and left the’
pool room only to run nght 1nto: pohceman in the back alley. Before the oﬁiccr
even had a chance to mqutre into Lawrence s domgs, the boy handed over the :

' stolen money and chocolate. He ‘was charged and- convrcted of theft but the v'

| magtstrate, on heanng the boy s Story from AdJutant Sutherland Stewart of the .

. !Salvatton Army, remanded the sentence for' three months thhtn a week Adjutant‘ ’ L

’Stewart had found work for Lawrence on a farm two hundred and stxty-ﬁve nules ‘

o south-east of Edmonton had patd the boy s transportatton costs to get ‘there and had L “

: heard from the farmer that the boy was glvmg sausfactory sennce e o am conﬁdent S
- that tlus boy wﬂl make good " satd Stewart whose “fatherly" mtcrventton tn the ;4 .
‘" case lS a good 1llusuauon of the way m whrch volunteers were expected to act asa b
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crucial part of the sot:tTa ,wclt"a‘rck mechanisms outlined in The Children’s Protection
Act. o | R | L \,'
. In anothcr 1929 case, two lawyers mtcrvcned on behalf of a seventeen ycar S
. old boy. thhard S., who had becn scntan ﬁnc of $300.00 for the rllcgal ,
" posscss1on of moonshtnc hquor Richard had been wtth two older b't’)ys both of
whom had cscaped arrest, and thus had bccn left “holdmg the bag” although as’ thc
lawycrs pomted out, "Tlus boy obvrously was not a bootlcggcr nor anythmg hkc n
" and seemed to have bccn led astray In seckmg a remission of glc fine, the. .
lawycrs talkcd to the magrstratc, the Chief of Pohcc and a represcntanvc of the =
Attomcy-Gencral s Dcpartmcnt pomtrng out not only that the fine seemed cxccsswe
under thc crrcumstanccs but also that thc boy’ s t’ ther was an uncmploycd tcamstcr
- .who had a w1fc and six chtldrcn to support from the cammgs hc could make domg -
odd Jobs as thcy becamc avarlablc It would be 1mposstblc for thc farmly to pay out
thc $300.00 and the boy would be forced to goto .geol for three months 1f a,
. rcmtsston was not granted even though tn the lawycrs v1cw substanual Jusncc”' |
* had alrcady bcen donc in the case wrth the boy havmg spent a day in conﬁncment |
and rocervmg some tnjunes in the, scuﬁle surroundmg thc arrest. In thc end the |
Iawycts wcre not sncccssful tn obtmmng a complctc rcmrsston but the fine was
rcduced 1o $20 00 as the court fclt the father could pay that sum ke
b o ’In a somcwhat stmtlar case in 1930, an cxghteen ycar old by the namc of ' - |
g Frank L who rcpaired and sold second-hand btcycles was found gutlty of running a o
busmess thhout a hcense and ﬁned SIO 00 and costs of $7 95 Ncrther hc nor hlS
faxmly oould afford m pay the ﬁne so a group of the famtly s fnends approached the L
- mayor of the ctty. 1. M. Douglas, to mtcrvcne on Frank s, behalf In a lettcr to the SR ,
| sentencmg magtstrate. P C H. anrose Mayor Douglas argucd that thc ﬁnc should AT
be forgtven by the oourt on thc followmg grounds | o e
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From my mqumcs as to this boy I ﬁnd that he isa studcnt at school in SR
his eleverth grade and T would feel that it might be an injustice if he:
‘were compelled 10 gO to jail as there: seems to be no reasonable way in- -
" which he can raise the money.. He has two sisters also attending high -
school and the ambition of the family : appcars to bc to get an ‘education, -
~ For tlus they must not be condcmned.

‘I trust you can see your way clear to let thc boy off with the costs of
“the Court and 1 have no doubt that if he is guilty of doing somcthmg
“which hg should not" havc donc that this will provc a very costly lcsson ’
1 him L ~ - >

e

. In thts mstance a full rcmtssron of the ﬁne was sccurcd for Frank

4

A cymcal pcrson might well be lod to obscrvc that all thcse cases mvolvc '
young malcs who appcar in the court rccords as fatrly rcspectablc boys who wcrc
not challcngmg thc sytcm and who socm commttted to hard work and school Thcre

is no doubt that the nuddlc-class magtstratcs ‘and othcr authormcs were morc

.sympatheuc to tcen agcrs and thctr famthcs if thosc persons appcarcd to bc gratcful

. for the hclp of thct‘r “bcncfactors ’ As with the dtchotomy bctwccn thc dcscmng

and undcscrvmg poor, somc adults seemcd to dlsungulsh bctwccn tecn-agcrs ona

‘ sgllar plane that is, thcy madc judgmcnts about thc charactcr of thc young

dchnqucnts on the basis of the degrcc of rcspect and gratttude thosc dplmqucnts T

. dtsplayed towards the authormcs A dchnqucnt youth was allowed to transgrcss oo

‘once, maybe cven twrce, but furthcr rocrdmsm led to the labclling of that youth as ‘

:“hardened” ! thn thts happcned he/she could cxpoct ltttlc Sympathy from thc .

N court smce that mdtvrdual was clcarly dcmonstranng hrs/hcr ungmtefulncss

- -AIA.

. s oﬁicxals employ y in the ﬁeld. . fi

If some authonnes wcrc tnclmed to treat deltnquent youths w1th undcrstandmg., ;
ause of an 1dcolog1cal commrtmcnt to reform rathcr than pumshmcnt, tt must
be acknowlodged that ﬁnanctal consrdcrauons played a largc role m kccpmg

n g peoplc out pf mstrtuuons and m thcu' natural or fostcr homes Both the

zprovmctal and mumctpal govemments wero parstmomous and thcn, as now. soclal

SRR welfare acuvmesvwerc undcr-funded and undcrostaffed, at least aocorﬂmg 0 thc

”.,1923,,for example, it cost an esumated sz ooo oo S
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. .: , ‘foreachteen-agedboywhowassentencedtoserveumem thePortageLaPrame

144

‘Reformatory andhenceamuchpreferredcourseofacnonwastoassngna )

“ suspended sentencq and compulsory supervts:on by a probanon ofﬁcer Even then,
o ‘laclr offunds o hxre probanon oﬂicers and thc fmlure of suﬁicrent numbers of

o . volunteers to serve m the role meant that xealrsucally many youthful escapades that L

were techmcally dehnquent acts were rgnored or reSulted in httle more than a:

. warmng fmm some oﬂictal

A case-m-point occurred in Apnl 1930 when Juvemle Oﬂicer H Guttendge L

. “found fourJeen-aged gxrls dnnkrng at'a house party w1th a group of older men j ‘

| ~ The gtrls were under the legal age for dnnkmg and at least one was found w1th a -

&2 "man in the back seat of a car outside the house All the gxrls gave statements to the

h pohce in wluch they admmed they had been dnnldng but m the end no charges
‘ were lard and three of the gxrls were taken home and' handed mto the care of thetr

C 'parents who “hoped there would be no further trouble about thrs matter 'lnc

. - kept over mght in the Good Shepherd Home, a shelter for “wayward” guls, but
. T S {returned to her mother after Mrs W promlsed no more pames would take place

EE “ '_ e fourth glrl thedaughterofthe womantnwhose house the party hadbeen held was |

. and no more men would be allowed to vrsxt. Other pohce reports also show a o

- heavy rehance on the warmng of boys ’and thetr parents as a means of deahng wrth SR

S , ' 'ﬁa wrde vanety of delinquent acts

A In fact lt ls dlﬁicult to determme Just ho‘w much of a problcm _]uve‘xﬁle L SRR

k. ‘f"j,delmquency among teen-agers was m Edmonton. A complete mn of reports for the

"penod from 1921 to 1931 1s nOt avmlable but reports for the years 1926 to 1928

Juvemle.court,'m ‘1927 there: wene 156 ‘cases JandE mf the"'followmg year 115

mone eomﬂete report for . 1928‘-revxsed this last ﬁgure up to: 127 whtle mdtcaung
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L  that 58 cases wene heard under The Chtldren S Protecuon Act and 69 undet' Theg . o
f“‘Juvenxle Dehnquents Act. Of the 69 young people charged as Juvemle e -
'delmquents 32 were charged wrth break and entry, 23 wrth wrth theft 8 wtth . o
wrllful damage 4 w1th tnfracuons of by-laws, 1 wrth cruelty and 1 w1th forgery Of .
the 69 43 were teen-agers aged 13 to 15 10 were aged 12 and the rest ranged i in -
,_vt‘age from 8 to 11 of the cases heard, only two were' drsmtssed Three boys were
o | ‘sent 10 Portage La Pratne 28 youths were put on probatron 10 recetved a o
‘ “Ivsuspended sentence 7 were ‘made wards, 7 were ﬁned and 12 recetved a repnmand “ o
* Of the 58 young &ople brought before the Juvemle court as neglect ”, 28 were |
i fteen—agers rangmg in age from 13 to 16 Clearly the propomon of the total
| ‘! ‘populauon appeanng in Juvemle court was very small although tt must be allowed
- that in the same penod the probauon oﬂicer engaged 1n 6 113 mtemews and B
"“i‘v131ts B ' ‘ .
Between 1 October 1932 and 30 September 1933 however, the number of
| '\ B cases appeanng in Juventle court tncreased markedly to 333 and 1ncreased agaln in-
o the followmg twelve months to 357 The most pronounced mcrease was found in.
P | the category of those young people charged wrth theft, a fact Whlch lends support to
" . :,': ‘the contemporary observattons that cnme waves were du'ectly ltnhed 10 worsemng
*‘ - economtc condmons Interestmgly enough when the cnme rates began to rtse as L |
L S early as 1930 the response of a wrde vanety of people in, the community, though .
i athey recogmzed that eeonomtc condmons were causmg cnme. was not sympathy but

Bl ."',a call for “law and order” Magtstrate P C H. anrose, prevrously a supporter of.f‘_':- e |

l;;:;"lash A Farmilo of the Alberta Federatton of Labor called for a strengthemng of Rt
L ‘the pohce force and remtnded Edmonton s cmzens that he had wamed them about B

| j,.the possxbtltty"of a cnme wave due to econormc condm _‘_ns a full year prevrously ' '- :
P 7‘-..E E Owen of the Edmonton 'Il'ades'and, Labor Counc“ 11‘ whtle:'suggesting that over- 8 S




. generahzauons about the causes of Crtme should be avoxded, observed that socrety .
| had a problem with, the hero—worshtp of cnmtnals 50 that a *‘jatl bxrd” wasno, .
oy :I.longer constdered a socral outcast and youths with too much spare ume on thcrrl
" hands are prone to’ follow hrs example A prormnent buslnessman and h:’ad ofa
: ‘ .‘ - major ﬁnancral tnsutuuon clatmed “Most of these would-be bandlts are probably : |
. ‘ “ e | l' ‘boys in thetr teens who dread the lash and it would soon end these hold-ups
| e e Tlus apparently raptd shtft in atutudes towards teen—agers on the part of a |
B wide spectrum of spokespeople provrdes an mteresung comment on the ambrvalence L
o adults must have felt ahout the young It is not at all clear why youths should be |
c targetted for such hostthty ina ttme of ﬁnanctal msecunty parucularly when adults a
| "seemed to recogmze that need rather than greed cauSed the young to steal and that
- . much as Stephen Humphnes has convmctngly claimed, mgnrﬁcant poruon of
N Jv o I »juvemle crime- was soctal cnme By this he, meansthzgt) a great part of youthful |
stealtng was done in order to: supplement famtly economres Ptlfermg from the |
'. ‘ ‘comer store or ratdmg a vegetable gatden, for example brought tn addmonal food
Shophfttng or steahng from a clothes lme added weanng apparel to the family '
| wardrobe Other forms of 1llegal acuvuy also helped the famrly get by as, the case
B o of tlus specrﬁo Edmonton boy 1llustrates He was eventually caught and charged
o wrth shophfung but he had begun hlS ltfe of "cnme” by sweeptng up the remnants ‘
R ~of wheat left in ratlroad box cars Tlus he would sell for a lrttle money and it was
' only after thts route to addmonal famxly mcome was closed that he turned to V. | _ L
e steahng from stones For this youth ltke many others, theft was a strategy for |
o We have already seen how young women were often forced to tum w e

.-,'.,

o ’, prosutuuon\or to exchange sexual favours for room and board. For these young

10 7. vxcums of mcest, sexual assault or broken pronuses

of mamage and,_ subsequently 'found themselves rpregnant, Edmonton offered sorne |
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lxmxted semces Although Altce B. and some of her frlends had resorted to baclt-

street aboroons to terrmnate unwanted pregnancxes other glrls etther not knowmg

LY

J
how to seek an aboruon or not w1shmg to have one, found what at least appears to

be a supporuve envtronment in whtch to see thetr pregnancxes through 0 term m

the form of the Beulah Home Although the ’Good Shephend Home served

. delinquent and wayward” gtrls it docs not appear that unwed mothers were cared

,‘ "“"fortheredunngthe l920s S L ‘\“ : | “ E ',
| “ ‘ The annual reports of the Beulah Home demonstrate qutte clearly that the ”

B majonty of unwed mothel(s at the home were teen -agers. ln September of 1927 for

K example the average age of the gtrls was. 17 and of the total number of 18 cltents

" l7 were twenty years of age or younger Some of the glrls were as young as- .

o 47
fourteen .
[ (R}
1,

In trymg to summanze the causes whxch brought young women to the Beulah

‘Home Matmn Mary A leay indlcted the pubhc dance as the key cause followed :
: ‘ by drmk and ctgarettes and exacerbated by the currently fashtonable forms of dress .
;,In addmon, lack of dlsc1pllne in the gxrl’s home or lack of self-conﬁdence were
‘ blamed for leavmg the gtrl 10 drtft “whtchever way the winds of her fancxes and
"‘,assocmuons have blown her g Ftnally, the matron acknowledged some: “llttle girl
L ..m0thers" had been more smned agamst than smning but would say no more
3 \‘ : because these cases were too uaglc to recount The 1926 Annual Report suggests
" f,f‘;‘ithat itis dlﬂicult to explam why these gtrls became pregnant except that o

we can tell of fooltsh plans and groundless ambmons, then of the

-----

pubhc dance halls L L
| ’I'he numbers of women usmg the serv1ces of the Beulah)Home generally
mcreased over the decade though there were some notable ﬂuctuanons ln 1922
= forty three glrls were cared for, a number whtch slowly crept gp to a htgltof
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. ,mnety-two in 1931 A more detatled analysrs of the glrls admrtted m 1931 showed
"‘ . that 24 wene “New Canadians” 16 were of German or Scandtnavtan ongm, 9. were
,‘ : " French and 43 had Bnnsh or Amencan backgrounds Domesnc semce had |
loccumed 34 of the gtrls 24 had been at home, 13 were engaged in cafe work 7'
: ;"- were students 6 were stenographers, 4 were clerks 2 were teachers and D were |
| . telephone operators Furthermore the report noted that fully 60% of the unwed.
. mothers kept thetr babtes, a ﬁgure Whlch had remarkably mcreased over the |
" decade.™ “The 1925 Annual Report had obseryed that the' public w was begtnntng o
i “ ,accept the fact that' e young mothers w1shed to keep thetr babtes and because the
| Beulah Home offered low cost or fnee chtld care at least for the ﬁrst year when thc " | O

L young women went out to work, the pracncal reahues of combmmg a _]Ob w1th a.

N

' ‘j'babyweremadeeaster I o EEa N .
| However, Emtly Murphy, at least, felt that teen aged mothers should grve up. ) l.

i thetr 111egmmate babtes for several rcasons. She felt that a baby would be adopted o

' because tt was Wanted and thus would get a better start m hfe than 1t would thh at‘ "
R 'smgle parent. Furthenuore once adopted. no sugma of 1lleg1t1macy would be
S “ attached to the baby Ftnally, tt would be best for the young, unwed mother since:
she would not have a baby markmg her as easy prey for unscrupulous men = ,For'
- ‘one young woman at least who had taken Murphy s advrce, howeyer the decrsxon

: f,..caused great pam Stella B wrote to Murphy to thank her for her help and support o

| but also to say “Never advrse a gtrl to grve up her baby as I’m sure every gtrl’s llfe o |
“f‘ts rutned when she loses her baby " Stella reported that her baby was constantly onl
AR Vher mmd and “Oh how 1 wrshI had never gtven her up i She ended her letter Y




e
- l 1922 and 1928 ment some cons1derat10n Of the gtrls contacted 51% wene at home |
' 4'w1th thetr parents or were * earmng an’ honest llvmg 31% were mamed and hvmg ‘
Cin estabhshed homes of theu- own" 8% were sull in the home, 5% had “not
‘ ‘made good and 3% could not be located By the tradmonal methods of
“measurement the **success rate” of the Beulah Home ‘was hlgh and large numbers
“of the gxrls were appropnately mtegrated back mto the commumty Thxs is notso - '
s{uprsmg since the workers at the Beulah Home and the snsters at"the Good '

o Shepherd Homc who worked thh glrls conv1cted of sex crtmes sexual mtmoraltt)", )
| mcomgtbtltty and waywardness " took an acuve mtervenuomst approach in
several rcspects Although both institutions were forced to operate on very hmlted
funds attempts were made to prov1de trammg or conunumg educauon of various
» ysorts for the gtrls whlch would enable them to secure cmploymcnt on leavmg the L

. homes Insofar as possxble workers at the homes also helped ‘girls ﬁnd work and
"provrded some follow-up support. ‘As one of the Ststers at the Good Shepherd
‘ Home mdicated “‘We are, trymg 10 help them to get on thetr feet agam Thcy are s
“ pracncally all such nice g1rls—-all they need gutdance. and someone to have l"atth ‘
.. in'them,”’ The role of the Beulah Home (i provrdtng chtld care for the g1rls who
' ‘chose to keep their babtes and retum or enter the paid work force has already been :
" _menttoned. Thls practlcal asmstance, offered becausc the home recogmud that the
”‘g‘lt'vwages gtrls!\could carn would not allow them to pay the rates charged by other a :
Lo lmsutunoge provxdmg cluld care, must have gone a long way o helpmg guls “makc
SRR ol e Tl
B E Although there 1s a danger of romanncmng the work of women helpmg
wdmen, the cases of the Beulah Home and the Good Shepherd Home do mumate
o 'that for some gtrls, at least, the essenually all-woman envxronment was supporuve
_aiid healing, Tndeed; one descripton of ife the Beulah Home shows the wide

s .ﬁrange of acdvlties that were offered withe gn'ls Although they were all expected ol

"
I ' '



= ‘othcr cases cxted above ts the reasonably understandmg, the essenually comm0n~ -

e S L ‘ ‘ ‘ l50
‘ work wnhm the msutunon wlule staytng there whether in, the htchen the laundry, |
- the nursery or the garden thete were also bmhday parues. Hallowe en parues
| N 'berry plcking excurstons to the counuy, games and smg—songs erls worked
. | together and played together, laughed and cned, supported each other through 1llncss ;‘ |
: and. the decxslons that had to be made about the future of the bables 7 A smular
, camaraderle seems to- have exxsted fOr gxrls in the Good Shephend Home smce lt/ """"
| "was reported that' glrls fxequently returned to v1s1t at thc home aftcr thcy had been
'released. | ' | R P

What the treatment of these delmquent glrls demonstrates, as do the numcrous

| '.sense approach taken by most adults to young people who had deviated fnom the .
N accepted or leglslated norms of soctety Whtle teen—agers mlght expect stern
lectures about the duties they owed to thexr parents whlle magtstrates and othcrs

‘ mrght express thelr frustrauons over propeny damage thievery and the moral

PR "looseness of the young wtth threats of lashes and mcarccrauon in the end adults i

o | authonty basncally assumed the, role of stem parents wammg the young to stralghten v
. up antl see the en'ors of the1r ways ’I‘hat 1s. the handhng of' Juvemle delmquency ml .
Y ,Bdmonton suggests that most adults saw thexr task as one m wluch they helped o .‘; g

: O tecn-agers to stay out of uouble and move smoothly mto adulthood Although they o

L S “ would probably not have amculated xt in thls way, adults bchaved in ways whxch

e sugsemd mat they saw human develOpment as a contmuous process °f 870“’“‘

;‘ towanls adul :ood.‘ For the moSt part, Juvemle authonues were as yct untouched by‘ | . SRt

‘ e 5 ,the “Sclentiﬁc approach to Juvemle delmquency although by the cnd of the 1920s




| T
That Edmonton had not yct incorporatod sc1cnuﬁc ldcas and adoptod
: modcm mcthods of trcatmg juvcmlc dchnqucnts is furthcr suggcsted ina lcttcr .
,l | wrmcn in 1933 by Charlottc Whmon the doyen of chtld wclfarc in Canada at thc
Of Edmonton she sald, fcw of our largcr cmcs (arc] as dtsorgamzcd or |
"as 111 orgamzzd [thcrc xs] vcry httlc social work that can bc callcd socxal vsork s
. Furthcrmorc sald Whmon the ctty had pracucally no trained workcrs no |
" ,‘,ccynmumty plannmg and it was imposstblc to gct groups togcthcr to dcstgn propcr
progxams Thxs asscssmcnt of Edmonton rcxtcratcs what a 1929 survcy ‘of’ socxal
' scrvnces’ concludod and rcmforccs thc view a graduatc studcnt at thc Umvcrslty of
Alberta took when he tned to apply the * scncnnﬁc” thconcs about dolmqucncy he :
had. lcarncd from social scu:nnsts such as Burt thc Gleucks, Adlcr Thrashcr and |

o Van Watcrs o thc data hc collcctcd m Edmonton and Albcna Hc commcntod

It is vcry dtﬂicult to undcrstand how a boy could appear beforc i
A juvenile court and an-appropriate sentence could be passed, if no morc
was, known about thc boy than the files reveal. - o

| Furthcrmorc aftcr vtsmng the Departmcnt of Ncglcctcd Chtldren in Edmonton to o
ﬁnd out what mcthods wcrc uscd to deal with dchnqucnts he fclt compcllcd to say

i
2

..In my optmon, in thc Clty of Edmonton at lm the wholc schcmc is ,
s charactcnzcd by a.lack of scientific plan ...Human sympathy and '
S mdustry may-go a long way in dcahng with, dehnqucnts, but unless
. there is behind them a scientific' method, they may be applxcd'at the - 65 ,
. wrong time- and 1n the wrong place and thus do more harm than good R

| From thts thcn wc can conclude that modcrn 1deas about adolcsccncc. -
, I;"re,hant as thcy arc on thc tcachmgs of psychology, had had httlc 1mpact m o “
. ;‘:",“":,Edmonton on; thc pracuce of adults engagcd m workmg mth’delmqucnt tccn agcrs |
D .Morc tradmona.l nonons of rcScuc and phﬂanthropy, of rcform and punishmcnt
“7“‘ti.ﬂ't-\‘donunated and much bchavxour that was tcchmcally dchnqucnt was dcalt thh |
5 }"'f'through gravc warmngs and Stcmé‘yllccnm:s, oftcn both to the young and thetr parents o
| Scxenuﬁc tcsnng, categonzauon, labelhng gnd yrofesslonal counscllmg and thcrapy jl

Il Y : "

[P
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" ‘had not yet cntcréd_ the lives of Edmonton’s juvenile delinquents, |

1 . "
* ) { '

.

)
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... CONCLUSION .

"To the extent that the sources have allowed us to develop a sense of what it .
| .‘mcant to be a teen ager m Edmonton in the 19205, lt can only be concluded that thc |
| ‘."“modern" eoncept of adolescence whtle not totally absent, was far from _ | o
L umversally understood or accepted in (hls small westem Canadtan ctty One is :
‘. : 'struck not by any dtscontlnulty in youthful expenences but by the pcrsxstence of
; more tradmonal forms, albett forms in transmon An examtnanon of the mdtcators
= hxstonans have argued are necessary to demonStmte the presence of a modem B
concept of adolescence——that ts. age-segregauon a,nd gradtng, delayed responmbthty
'and a dependent status for the young and an adult convxcnon that youths needed

"careful supemston of all aspects of thetr ltves—suggests that new and old 1deas and

A

| : pracuces co~extsted in Edmonton in ways whtch made the expenences of growmg :
._up both tradittonal and “modem" at one and the same tune That is, there was no o
e :“pure form of adolescence and whtle 1t is theoreucally possible to 1solate the 'f: A

: ‘f“‘:"‘j___.tradxtxonal from modern. the actual hved expenences of the young cannot be deﬁned

| .?.-:;,vm this (vay For them hfe had to be taken as 1t came and tt came m a cunous tmx L

f"ofold and new f




B L T I
- sam'e time, many ‘edgtors were attemptmg to tmpose morengtd requtrements for .
Iage of entry aty vanous levels The move to tntroduce vocauonal trammg tmght
. also be seen as a means to enforce more age groupmg stnce students who were not
" achlevmg scholasncally could sttll be moved through the system by placement in a R
"_: E e non-academtc stream On the other hand, many youths well tnto thetr twenues - ;,y
| : were returmng to school to take advantage of the programs offered by the Techmcal
' | ngh School and many teen agers who had already entered the WOrk force enrolled
lin’ mght school classes to take etther acadetmc or vocauonal subjects It i 1s thls type
of ﬂuldlty Wthh exactly ﬂlusu'ates why any monohthtc explanauon of youthful | |
'expertence would be wrong and why we must thmk of that expenence as one whtch ‘
‘. was based on mteracuon betWeen éontmutng and new modes of thought and
: orgamzauon | ‘ |
" Nor were teen agers umversally 1magmed to be dependent members of socxety |
SR w1thout senous responsibthues In fact it is. clear that farmltes were consxdered to -
. be the maJor umt m socxety for most Edmontomans and mdmduals were v1ewed not
) much ‘.‘f, mdtvrduals but as members of farmltes Whtle parents were seen as’.
owmg certatn tlungs to thetr offsprmg, thts relauonshtp was v1ewed as remprocal in’ | 'f.‘ '
more than any moral or ethtcal way The case o@an C has already been c1ted to. '
show how even in substantiaI xmddle class fatmltes, teen-agers were not thought to v
be ent:tled to a penod of delayed responStbthty 1f ctrcumstances d1d nOt allow ln
the case of poor and workmg class famthes tlus was even more likely to be the B

case Dtscussmns at meeungs of Edmonton s Boand of Pubhc Welfare demonstrate i

qulte clearly that ieen-agers were expected to get out to work to help support thetr
famxhes as soon as they could legally leave school Thus, whtle cOmpulsory school

attendance legxslatton and chxld welfare legtslauon mtght reﬂect vxews whxch grew.
from an 1dea that teen-agers wer'e “chtldren” and should have an extended penod .
of dependency and delayed.responsxbthty, older notions about famnly hfe persmed




‘ ‘and encouraged young people to oontnbute to the best of their abthty to the | |
| maintenance of the famlly some cases thts meant that the young would
connnue to hve at, home and contnbute part or all of a wage packet to thetr parents |
m other cases, young people: would leave home to reheve thetr parents of the N 3 '
burden of care as thh young men who would try 10 ﬁnd work on farms or m o
L 'forests or young women who would nngrate to the ctty to ﬁnd ernployment ln the
| " .latter mstance, at least these teen~agers would often send money home thus '. '
'_‘"replrcatmg One form of the tradmonal famtly sumval strategles outhned by, among -
“othery, Scott and Ttlly Clearly. whtle mcreased dependency and delayed
'responsrbthty was. the expertence of some teen-agers it was by no means the o )
,~,kexpenenceofall | | | o | | |
- However, the slow increase in the pementage of teen-agers staymg on'in o ' . '
school suggests that more and more youths were havmg a longer perrod of | | 1 IR
' dependency w1th1n the famxly .This attests not so much to changmg 1deas about the B "; -6
nature of adolesoence as it does to changmg soctal and economtc ctrcumstances i o
j ,the country | e ' - B

J B Robbms has pomted out that in Canada between 1911 and 1931 there was

’: :"va ' onnnuous gap of about two years between the school leavmg age and the " ‘

| a et of economtc mdependence But he notes that m 1911 the average age of
R ,“,:"\*-.:school_leavmg was 14 38 and the average age for becommg economtcally B 4”
. ,;'imdependent was 16. By 1931 the young stayed m school on average unul the age
i;{i j L ‘-'f.v o of 16.25 and drd not aclueve econonnc mdependence unul elghteen 'I'hxs meant o ,I
Ce ey that failies wl'uch in 1911 only had to support children kil they were 16had,
v' " . thhm the next twenty years, to support them unnl they were elghteen As Mmge- ;
i « : 'IiKalman has argued “the steady and unremttting nse in the cost of reproducmg




-
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- extracumcular and recreanonal acuvmes J A. Banks wnung about schooltng and'

- ‘thc rmddle classes in Bntatn explamed that

It was not the four gutneas a. year [for school fees] that the parents

4 found emban'assmg, but the cost involved in prowdmg an.adolescent
w1th food and clothmg when in an carlier generanon he would have
been helpmg to mamtam himself.". : , :

Besxdes notlng thc hxgh cost to farmhes of the tncreased dependency of teen- agers ‘
. Robbms notes that the socml costs were also htgh \h'(hxle acknowledgmg that many
l]young people stayed on at sch for longer penods between 1911 and 1931
Robbms pomts out that youth z?cmployment was becomtng an mcreasmgly dxﬁ‘icult |
‘ problem 1n Canada. Attackmg those who cnucxzed rismg school costs. in the
' country, Robbtns obscrved | | .

A

that cnuctsm which confines 1tself to school costs is stramtng ata gnat '
while it uncomplamtngly swallows a camel, for schqoi costs constitute
only about ohe-seventh of the total. that is borne by society, in'one way
for another, when a child i is rmsed to maturity. If any progress is to be
.. made, it woiild appear that the problem of delayed productiveness of
N ‘youth to whtch“ htgher school costs are only mcxdental must be attacked
-asawhole o T L‘.p\ L

. And it is somethihg mone than an econotmc problem Delayed ,
o tndependence creates problems in the home, in the community, and i m ,
. the. lives of the 1nd1v1dual boys and. gxrls, that are only mtndentally R
‘ .‘ economtc ‘ R

. 'In parucular, the soctal effects of the mcreased dcpendency of young men were, ,:, :
- : ,‘Robbms felt, a large fall m marnage rates for the young bctween 20 and 24 and an o
mcrease of 100%:i in the 1llcgmmate btrth rates. - L' S S “ “
| The stausucs provxded by Robbtns allow some mSIght mto changes that were _'y,: " : L
; ’;”"0 7 ‘jtnﬂuencmg the hves of young in'a generahzed way and w1thm the nattonal context =
. Teen-agers were staymg in school longer and were expcnencmg longer pertods of f O
, tdependency wh1ch slgmﬁed a ﬁnanclal dram on thexr famthes In addmou. the |
prolongauo 'of dependency throughout the teen-age years was vxcwed by some as o

" problemanc m terms of .bothfﬁnancxal and soctal costs to'the state "'{,_Furthermore, 1f




meant tncreased pre-mantal sexual actmty and enormously helghtem:dl levels of .

l

, W
PRV l' \

tllegmmacy then lt ts not drﬁicult to sec. why new attention tmght come to be
\ u\ ,; ‘

focussed on teen-agers ’l‘hat 1s, the matenal reahty of shtfts m the labour‘
and ehangmg pattems of access to employment for the young created problemslm"‘.' -

whtch adults had to addres& That they chose to do SO’ both through pracucal

new msutunons and tdeas about adolescence because adults there could more t:losely
|“ "v~ /‘»‘ .v'.

supemse and orgm th° ac“"‘ms °f the young ‘The case of Edmonton, ‘f'” X

howwcr suggests a conm readtng P crhaps “ was Pms’:l)' becau$°lrthc L L :' '. .' :
rclatively small size °f the Clt)' allowed a great deal of contact, easy exchangc and
informal ovcr-srght that adults asa whole do ‘not’ appear to: have fclt any urgcm ,
need to create a vast array of specxal msntuuons or servn:es to control teen-agcrs " | '
A more tradmonal sense Of COmmumty W“hO“t “gld dlfferenttanon§ between age LAY

"

groups ‘was.sttll strong and was exemplrﬁed m the worlt of the commumty leagucs, . it

have been rare Of courae as:,we have aeen,- adults in Edmonton expressed fears
about modern mrsgutded youth about therr lack of dtsclplme, about therr‘dlsregard




SRR i ago,.a clear dmonsmuon of the waymm whlch at least some 1deas about the young'

l.‘f‘ \ o "tj have persxsted|o\'rlef 'ume Or as Samuel Johnson observed \‘Evcry old man L
' ; l{ ‘complams of the érowmg depravny of the world of the: pctulance and msolcnce of
{ ‘:‘,’:.‘ o , the nsmg gcncrauon But, whtlc adults have ;:nucmod youths thcy have also - (
\ haﬂeld ’them ‘tc))o, as "lhe “hope of tomonow” the * savxours of the world”‘ In -
\ replymg spemﬁcally to one adult s condemgauon of youth in Edmonton m the N - B
1'920s an edxtonal wntér satd\ ‘ YT ) o

. X e ’ we sull have profo\undest faith |n our youth in thckm;ss. Wa,arc not l ; }‘, :,7‘;; “
L lnd fo thb fact, of course, that some of our tgen age boys and girls are. oot
o i straymg far fromthe stralght and narrow way of right living and high /' ..,

Lo . thinking. [But] We think, and we have good reason for thinking, that . 0., e
L e '. . ‘our, Canadian boys andvglrls our Canadxan young men and women, - .
AL x 3.‘ Comparé vegy favourably with the best in any country and, of any .

o gencrauon D ; % N

LN He went on to cxte the athleuc prowess of young Edmontomans such as Pcrcy e R

L : thhams and membcrs of qurads the world famous and very successful women s f ; ;

. as evxdencc of the csscnual goot!ness of most young pcople

A
. 1
" . P

o basket-ball t

a 1mportant antecedent of more moﬁem atntudcs toWards adoldscence, 1t also cames

on the, centunes old tradmon of seelng the yttahty and strength of youﬁg men as

couﬁrmauon ofqhumamty sfuture - “ ' ', o 0
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L were almost totally absent tn the eommumty s vocabulary Far more common were

SR references to youth or boys and gtrls or chtldren in: gtelr teens However, by the
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: end of the thtrd flecade of the century the tmpact of psychology and tts “scxennﬁc’f ’

deﬁmudn of the charactensues of adolescence were hetng f‘elt It was, as has been

’ . pomted out, most otmous m youth work though in tmportant ways the |
v “ psychologtcal tdeas (hat wcg;bemg popularwed twene those whtch most closely

. relatcd to older ones about the nature of youth For exampl‘e ll has been pomted
N : out that many of Hall s descnpnons of the psychology of youth are stmply |

o warmed-over versxonS‘ of Artstotle s much earher descnpnons As youth workers "

‘ adopted and adapted the theones of Hall and 'other psychologtsts consrderable

dilunon occurred and when we consxder thts dtluuon took place through several

‘.

| levels as ft moved from the larger metropohtan centres of the United States and

B ;;l Great Bntam to the stnaller ones in cenu'al Canada and thence o Edmonton and

. !
K

s other regtonal cmes, it 1s not dtﬂicult to understand why, in the end no radrcal ‘

i

d1s3unctures in thought can, be found. Many old ideas about youth were smply

“ etther remforced or slowly modtﬁed but with added status gtven through a supposed

- basxsmsctence f ' ‘@L o

Vo E

’ Far more stgmﬁcant for the htstory of youtah than any Shlft in tdeas was the

o way tn whtch matenal realmes v&ré changmg of course tdeas and matenal

0

‘,' a realmes do not extst m separate worlds but are two pans of the same world But m‘,v v

at the expenences of tho young, it is stnltmg to observe how 1t is the

‘ ,changed realme§ of hfe whtch gtve rtse to vanatton§ m explanannons and new 1deas‘

o @about how to deal thh slufts m cu'cumstance§ It is, not an mtellectual acc1dcnt thatw "

‘ 'yotmg m the late runeteenth- ang early twentteth-cennmes, | rather, they ﬁnd the -

‘ ‘results of adults trymg‘to understand,\explmn and cope w:th very spectﬁc changes m..'ﬁ‘g

".htstonans see when they look at the mcreased coaceru and acttvlty of adults for the S




v

‘puts lt o | “ L SR e

no

N "“ the relations between ages which explai
' but chsange in' soctctxes whlch explmns
“ages

chan or stablllty m SOClcties
auons bctween dlffcrcnt

,’What we can dxscovcr about the cxpcnc es of teen :\ ers m Edmonton in the 192()5

. lonly scrvcs to rcmforce thts claxm

oAy
i

For cxample the mcrcased sxze of. thc 13 to 19 ycar-old age cohon m the
f populauon as a whole at, thc very timé whcn 1t is hkely that thc age of sexual -
. mamnty was nouccably youngcr coupled thh changmg cxrcumstanccs m the
' labour market whlch both made it dxfﬁcult for youths to ﬁnd employmcm and |
= mcreased the need for addmonq.l schoohng forced adults to confront the néeds of
tcen agcrs Indeed itis staymg on at school whlch most clearly set teén- agcrs apart
a8 as a new ind separate age group As Kent says “In cffect. a stage of lec was bcmg o
deﬁncd in tcrms of a stage of schoohng ! In addmon tcchnologxcal changes and |
| busmess markeu‘ng stratcgles which made thc mass culturc of mov1es -and p0pular |
" music casﬂy aval-lablc and owed the autotnobtle to becomc a more commpn modc
‘of transportauon and’ escape for the young conmbuted to adult pcrceptwns ta,bout the’ .
-; cxxstence of some ew. forms of youth behavmur whtch had to be explmncd and -
managed ‘ - PRI ' , ) :
. It is not that “adolescence” was suddcnly dxscovered but rathcr that changmgi N
) 'vcondmons over nme forced a rc-evaluatton ahd re-workmg of tdeas about what 1t

Vo meant to be a‘ “youth” ' As Kett put lt, what we now call Eolescence was “Ot 3

L “‘,‘“pure dxscovcry but' “a thstmg and redeﬁmnon of faxmhar matt:nal:z."la

L ,fFurthermore, as the case of‘Edmonton demonsu'ates, tlus “tmsung and redeﬁmuon"r‘,."; o

" Y ocm ' n'redat an uneven pacc ana often had a dxff nual xmpact on tccn-agcrs as a " a

.........
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