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Goals of the workshop
By the end of this workshop we hope you will be able to...
▸ Understand how to build and implement a good search 

strategy

▸ Know where to find vetted databases containing Queer 
information

▸ Learn general tips & tricks to save you time 

▸ Know where to find resources on inclusive citation styles
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Outline for the Workshop

1. Discuss heteronormativity and library research
2. Developing a search strategy and tips and tricks 

to help you along the way
3. Databases to consider
4. Inclusive citation styles
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Trigger Warning
Heteronormativity and the Library
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Some of the Pitfalls of Heteronormative Academia
(and how it relates to using the library) 

▸ Focus on trauma 

▸ Cis-hetero writers and the privilege of academia

▸ Intersectionality 

▸ Historical content  

▸ Problematic language used
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Developing a search strategy 
(and tips and tricks to help you along the way)
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Develop your keywords 
Focus on key concepts in your research 

statement/topic/question
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“
For example:

“What is Edmonton’s Queer 
Rights history?”
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Generate keywords: 
sometimes a dog isn’t a 
dog
Dog, puppy, canine, 
mutt, hound, pooch, fido, 
doggy, pup
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Think of similar or related words to use as keywords

QUEER RIGHTS EDMONTON HISTORY

lgbtq2s+ social movement alberta archive

pride activism canada stories

2slgbt social change north america specific year(s)
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Use Boolean Operators
Harness how databases turn your search into an 

algorithm
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Boolean operator AND
AND always gets fewer results
Use AND to combine different concepts
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LGBTQ2S+ ACTIVISMAND



Boolean Operator OR
OR always gets more results
Use OR to combine similar concepts
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LGBTQ2S+ QUEER
OR



Boolean Operator NOT
Not is to exclude 
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ACTIVISM PARADE
NOT



Properly build search 
strings with truncation

Put your search together for optimal database 
searching
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Add similar terms together with OR and tie different 
concepts together with AND
For example:
(2slgbt* OR LGBT* OR Pride OR Queer)
AND
(histor* OR archiv* OR stories)
AND
(edmonton* OR alberta* OR canad*)
AND
("social movement*" or activism or "social change*" or mobiliz*)
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And more...
What It’s Called How It’s Used What is does

Truncation lgbt* lgbt,  lgbtq, lgbtq2S+

Wildcard wom?n, colo?r Women or woman or 
womyn, color or colour

Phrase searching
“_____” “social change”

Finds “social change” as 
an exact phrase, not 
“social” and “change”
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Consider using 
controlled vocabulary 

Apply a different way of searching 
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Controlled vocabulary vs Keyword searching
Controlled Vocabulary
● Established concepts
● Displays relationships 

between concepts
● Hand-picked and 

controlled
● Called Subject 

Headings, Thesaurus, 
Descriptors, or others

Keyword Searching
● Newer concepts
● Spelling variations in 

different countries (Eg. 
Colour vs Color)

● Interdisciplinary topics and 
databases

● Akin to using 
“ctrl/Command-F” to search a 
PDF or webpage - less 
controlled
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“ KAHOOT
1. Open a web browser 

(make sure you can still see Zoom 
screen)

2. Go to: Kahoot.it
3. Input PIN (we will share)
4. Input nickname or emoji
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http://kahoot.it


Time to search! 
(live demo implementing these strategies)
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Databases to consider

▸ Find Articles 
(Articles and EBSCO 
books)  

▸ Academic 
Search 
Complete

▸ Web of Science 
- All Databases

▸ LGBTQ+ Source

▸ Gender Studies 
Database

▸ LGBT Thought 
and Culture

▸ LGBT Studies in 
Video

▸ Archives of Sexuality and 
Gender

▸ LGBT Magazine Archive

▸ Sex & Sexuality

▸ The ArQuives: Canada's 
LGBTQ2+ Archives

▸ In The Life (UCLA Film & 
Television Archive)
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GENERAL SPECIALIZED ARCHIVES

http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,guest&custid=s5940188&groupid=main&profid=eds
https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/databases/academic-search-complete
https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/databases/academic-search-complete
https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/databases/academic-search-complete
https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/databases/web-of-science
https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/databases/web-of-science
https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/databases/lgbt-life
https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/databases/gender-studies
https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/databases/gender-studies
https://login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/login?url=http://search.alexanderstreet.com/gltc
https://login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/login?url=http://search.alexanderstreet.com/gltc
https://login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/login?url=https://video.alexanderstreet.com/channel/lgbt-studies-in-video
https://login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/login?url=https://video.alexanderstreet.com/channel/lgbt-studies-in-video
https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/databases/lgbt-history-and-culture
https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/databases/lgbt-history-and-culture
https://login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/login?url=https://search.proquest.com/lgbtma?accountid=14474
https://login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/login?url=http://www.sexandsexuality.amdigital.co.uk
https://arquives.ca/
https://arquives.ca/
https://www.cinema.ucla.edu/collections/inthelife
https://www.cinema.ucla.edu/collections/inthelife
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FIND ARTICLES  from library.ualberta.ca

https://login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&bquery=(+2slgbt*+OR+LGBT*+OR+Pride+OR+Queer+)+AND+(+histor*+OR+archiv*+OR+stories+)+AND+(+edmonton*+OR+alberta*+OR+canad*+)+AND+(+social+movement*%26quot%3b+or+activism+or+%26quot%3bsocial+change*%26quot%3b+or+mobiliz*+)&type=1&searchMode=And&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://library.ualberta.ca/
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https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/databases/web-of-science
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Find WAY more resources here:
https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/edi

https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/edi
https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/edi


Inclusive Citation Styles 
Citation styles are finally doing more to go beyond the 

binary (it’s about time!!)

4



Citation support for they/them pronouns
(see next slide for more accessible URLs or click 

images below)

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/grammar/singular-they
https://style.mla.org/using-singular-they/
http://cmosshoptalk.com/2017/04/03/chicago-style-for-the-singular-they/
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/grammar/pronouns/gendered_pronouns_and_singular_they.html
http://bit.ly/UAL-pronouns


Citation support for they/them pronouns: 
URLs

1. http://bit.ly/APA-pronouns
2. http://bit.ly/MLA-pronouns
3. http://bit.ly/Owl-Purdue-pronouns
4. http://bit.ly/Chicago-pronouns
5. bit.ly/UAL-pronouns
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http://bit.ly/APA-pronouns
http://bit.ly/MLA-pronouns
http://bit.ly/Owl-Purdue-pronouns
http://bit.ly/Chicago-pronouns
http://bit.ly/UAL-pronouns


Thanks!
Any questions?

crg@ualberta.ca
jthorlak@ualberta.ca
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Credits

Special thanks to all the people who made and 
released these awesome resources for free:
▸ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
▸ Photographs by Unsplash
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http://www.slidescarnival.com/?utm_source=template
http://unsplash.com/&utm_source=slidescarnival


Presentation design

This presentation uses the following typographies:
▸ Titles: Itim
▸ Body copy: Quicksand

Download for free at:
https://www.fontsquirrel.com/fonts/quicksand
https://fonts.google.com/specimen/Itim

You don’t need to keep this slide in your presentation. It’s only here to serve you as a design guide 
if you need to create new slides or download the fonts to edit the presentation in PowerPoint®
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https://www.fontsquirrel.com/fonts/quicksand
https://fonts.google.com/specimen/Itim

