
Government Information in 
Canada: Update 2014 
Amanda Wakaruk, UofA Libraries, ALC 2014 



What is government information? 
Information produced by government agencies. 

democracy (noun) 

Government by the people; esp. a system of government in which all the people of a 
state or polity are involved in making decisions about its affairs, typically by voting to 
elect representatives to a parliament or similar assembly   [OED] 



Government Documents 



Government Publications 



Today’s Talk 
• Major Changes and Challenges 

o support for information policies and procedures 
o stewardship for born digital content 

 

• Moving Forward 
o virtual libraries (proposed) 
o digital preservation network (e.g., CGI-PLN) 
o digitization and web harvesting projects (UofA) 

 
 
 



Changes and Challenges 
• budget cuts, consolidation of govt libraries: loss of 

referral system and services for public and librarians 
outside governments 

• transition to digital publishing without comprehensive 
acquisitions, access, or preservation strategies 

 

Result: less government information distributed and 
curated in more precarious formats with lower levels of 
support by government agencies. 

 
 



Consolidation of Govt Libraries 
Government of Canada Libraries 
Consolidated: Canada Revenue Agency (9 into 1), Parks Canada (5 into 1), Fisheries & Oceans (2 

principal and 2 subsidiary locations, closing seven libraries), Natural Resources (14 into 7)  
Closed: Public Service Commission, Citizenship and Immigration Canada, Human Resources & 

Skills Development (2 libraries closed), Transportation Safety Board, Transport Canada, Public 
Works & Government Services 

Source: section 4.2 in Jordan, Isla and Ulla de Stricker. Information Management in the Canadian Federal Government: Principles, Practices 
and the Role of Information Professionals. April 2013. http://curve.carleton.ca/facultyresearch/27422 

 

Government of Alberta Libraries 
Consolidated: 7 into 1 (Capital Blvd Site, Edmonton) as part of Library Transformation Project 

http://curve.carleton.ca/facultyresearch/27422
http://curve.carleton.ca/facultyresearch/27422


Depository Services Programs 
Government of Canada Depository Services Program:  
• cessation of print distribution as of April 2014 
• collecting pdfs only as listed on weekly checklist, searchable via catalogue 

with stable urls for most titles 
• supplemental checklists include digitized content 
• DSP Library Advisory Committee 
 

DSP Subject to Treasury Board Secretariat (TBS) Procedures for 
Publishing, revised June 2013: http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/pol/doc-
eng.aspx?section=text&id=27167 

http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/pol/doc-eng.aspx?section=text&id=27167
http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/pol/doc-eng.aspx?section=text&id=27167
http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/pol/doc-eng.aspx?section=text&id=27167
http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/pol/doc-eng.aspx?section=text&id=27167
http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/pol/doc-eng.aspx?section=text&id=27167
http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/pol/doc-eng.aspx?section=text&id=27167


Web Renewal Action Plan 



http://agiig.wordpress.com/ 



Depository Services Programs 
Government of Alberta Depository Library Program (ADLP):  
• distributes publications produced in physical format to six full 

depository libraries: U of Calgary, U of Alberta, Calgary Public 
Library, Provincial Archives of Alberta, Alberta Legislature Library, 
Alberta Government Library 

• physical and born digital publications are listed in files available via 
Open Data Portal (quarterly, xls, links to author agencies):  
http://data.alberta.ca/data/government-alberta-publications-10 

• GOA Publications Search (QP) http://www.qp.alberta.ca/511.cfm, 
Legislative Library Catalogue (select epubs) http://elibrary.assembly.ab.ca 
 
 

http://data.alberta.ca/data/government-alberta-publications-10
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/511.cfm
http://elibrary.assembly.ab.ca
http://elibrary.assembly.ab.ca
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/511.cfm


“Virtual Libraries” (proposed) 
Treasury Board Secretariat, Government of Canada 
• Canada’s Action Plan on Open Government included a Virtual Library 

(2011); no timeline available (DSP Advisory Cmte mtg, March 2014) 

Open Government Program, Service Alberta 
• Pillars: Open Data, Open Information (AGL lead), Open Engagement 
• Open Information Portal or “virtual library” will be developed and launched 

in the next fiscal year; AGL will work to determine scope and develop 
policy, processes and standards necessary to create and manage the 
virtual library (Gary Weber, April 2014) 



Digital Preservation: Lots of Copies Keeps 
Stuff Safe http://www.lockss.org/ 

LOCKSS = Lots of Copies Keeps Stuff Safe 
Tamper evident, distributed preservation system based at Stanford.  

Five Principles 
1. libraries have local control of assets 
2. perpetual access is guaranteed 
3. preserve original version 
4. decentralized, distributed preservation 
5. affordable 

 

LOCKSS for US Documents 
• replicates Federal Depository Library Program in the digital environment 
• 36 libraries and GPO participating (at least two Canadian partners) 



Canadian Government Information Private LOCKSS 
Network (CGI PLN) http://plnwiki.lockss.org/wiki/index.php/CGI_network 

University of Victoria 
University of British Columbia 
Simon Fraser University 
Stanford University 
University of Alberta 
University of Calgary 
University of Saskatchewan 
University of Toronto / Scholars 
Portal 
McGill University 
Dalhousie University Wakaruk, Amanda. "Introducing the CGI-PLN: Using the 

LOCKSS Program to Preserve DSP Content in a Changing 
Environment." Toronto, Ontario. Government Information Day, 
November 1, 2013. http://hdl.handle.net/10402/era.38184 

http://plnwiki.lockss.org/wiki/index.php/CGI_network
http://hdl.handle.net/10402/era.38184


Archive-It Plug-In 

WARCs 

LOCKSS PLN 

Mark Jordan, Access 2013, http://hdl.handle.net/10402/era.34040 

http://hdl.handle.net/10402/era.34040


University of Alberta Libraries Web 
Harvesting: https://archive-it.org/collections/2901 

  

https://archive-it.org/collections/2901




GOA Publications Collection, U of Alberta Libraries 
Digitization Project: https://archive.org/details/albertagovernmentpublications 

https://archive.org/details/albertagovernmentpublications


Questions? Want to Help? 
Amanda Wakaruk 
https://sites.google.com/a/ualberta.ca/wakaruk/ 
amanda.wakaruk@ualberta.ca 
@awakaruk 
 

Further Reading: "What the Heck is Happening Up North? Canadian Government Information 
Circa 2014." Documents to the People (DTTP), Spring 2014. [to be available at 
http://wikis.ala.org/godort/index.php/DttP_Full_Text] 

https://sites.google.com/a/ualberta.ca/wakaruk/
mailto:amanda.wakaruk@ualberta.ca
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