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Grey Literature Searching
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• Time
• Uncertainty
• FOMO
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CADTH Rapid Response Service
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Types of Rapid Response Reports

Rapid Health Technology Assessment

Systematic Review & Meta-Analysis

Peer-Reviewed Summary with Critical 
Appraisal

Summary with Critical Appraisal

Summary of Abstracts (SA)

Reference List (RL)



Search Process
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Rapid Response Checklist
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Websites of Relevant 
Organizations

Internet Search 
Engine

Trial Databases/ 
Consultation with 

Experts

Grey Literature
Databases



Research Question

The objective of this study was to measure the value of the 

Rapid Response checklist for finding relevant grey literature 

documents.

We also wanted to learn…

• What type of grey literature document is most frequently 

cited? 

• Who are the publishers of the cited grey literature 

documents?
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Methods
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73 CADTH summary of abstracts
& reference lists 

Total number of 
grey literature 

documents
captured

Total number of grey literature 
documents cited in 

appendix and main body

Type of grey literature
document recorded

Publishing body 
recorded



Results from 73 Reports

1. How much grey literature was cited in total?

2. How much grey literature was cited from the results sent? 

3. What types of grey literature documents were most 

frequently cited?

4. How much cited grey literature came from websites of 

relevant organizations on our Rapid Response (RR) 

checklist?
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1. How much grey literature was 

cited in total?
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324/1388 (23%)
grey literature
documents cited

1064/1388 (77%)
bibliographic
database results
cited



2. How much grey literature was 

cited from the results sent? 

12

324/1,893 (17%)
GL documents
cited in final
report

1,569/1,893
(83%) GL
documents not
selected by
researcher



3. What types of grey literature 

documents were most frequently 

cited?
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4. How much cited grey literature 

came from websites of relevant 

organizations on our RR checklist?
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40% Cited Grey Literature
documents from relevant
organizations on the RR
checklist

60% Cited Grey Literature
documents found through
Google or Grey Literature
Databases



Discussion

Usefulness

• We should be searching for grey literature. 

• Focus efforts on finding guidelines through the grey 

literature search.

Time

• The RR search process is finding relevant grey literature 

but we may be spending too much time looking. 

NOMO FOMO 

• Be more selective in what we send researchers. If in (a lot 

of) doubt, leave out! 
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Future Directions

1. Can we rely on the grey literature databases to have up-to-

date repositories so we can search fewer individual 

websites? 

2. Are there grey literature documents that the researchers 

are not citing but using for their own background 

knowledge? 

3. Does additional time spent searching for grey literature 

result in more being cited?
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Limitations

1. Unless indicated by the searcher, we do not know where 

the grey literature documents were found.

2. Possibility that some grey literature documents are useful 

to the researcher but are not cited.

3. Possibility that some cited grey literature documents were 

found by the researcher.

4. Variation in grey literature selection methods of individual 

Information Specialists.

5. Sample taken from a specific point in time. Seasonal 

topics, newsworthy topics, etc. 
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Conclusion

• A formalized grey literature search approach is useful for 

finding relevant grey literature.

• The screening of grey literature by the Information 

Specialist could be more selective.

• Allow searching of some websites to be optional to allow 

efforts to be focused on websites of higher relevance. 

• Direct more effort to finding guidelines through the grey 

literature search.
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Questions?


