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Language in adopted Ethiopian and Indian children

ABSTRACT

Speech-language pathologists (S-LPs) and early intervention specialists have little data available on normal language development in internationally-adopted children.  This study gathered language development data on children adopted from Ethiopia and India in order to determine their normal language development curve.  Children adopted at younger ages (≤ 8 months) followed a similar curve to non-adopted peers, but children adopted at older ages took longer to “catch up.” While older Ethiopian children began to catch up to the 50th percentile for non-adopted peers by age 30-32 months, children adopted from India at the same age lagged further behind.  The oldest group of children adopted from India (≥24m), despite having steady linear growth in word production, consistently fell below the 10th percentile. Thus, children adopted from India appeared to take longer in the “catching up” process.

