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Abstract
This study investigated the academic skills of 68 school-age children adopted from China as infants/toddlers.  These children were originally followed by Pollock (2005) until they reached approximately age 3 or had 600 words in their expressive vocabulary.  Their school-age language skills were investigated by Yan (2009) using the Children’s Communication Checklist – second edition (CCC-2; Bishop, 2003).  The present study investigated their school-age academic abilities as measured by the Academic Competence Evaluation Scale (ACES) teacher reports.  Results indicated that the children’s skills in the areas of reading and language arts, mathematics, critical thinking, overall academics, and academic enablers (encompassing their interpersonal skills, engagement, motivation, and study skills) were higher than average compared to normative data for same age peers.  A moderate correlation was found between the children’s overall communication skills reported by their parents and their reading and language arts skills and overall academic skills reported by their teachers.  The children’s age at adoption, length of time spent in an orphanage, height at adoption, weight at adoption, current grade level, and vocabulary size at 12 or 24 months adoption did not significantly correlate with their academic skills.  Performance on the ACES was significantly correlated with the mean length of the children’s three longest utterances at two years post-adoption, but not at one year post-adoption.
